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PLATE    I. 

LOBD     WALS  INGHAM, 

Past  PmiDmr  or  thb  Hotal  AoudTLTUBAL  Sooibtt  ov  England  and  ot  thi  SictrHmLD  Club. 


Lord  Waltmgham,  of  Waluagliain,  in  the  coaatj  of 
Norfolk,  fUtti  Baron,  was  bom  on  J1U7  6th,  1804 ;  sac- 
eeeded  his  lather  in  1839 ;  married,  in  1842,  Angnsta 
Loniaa,  eldest  daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Frankland  Rassell, 
hj  whom  he  has  issne  the  Honourable  Thomas  de  Qrej, 
M.P.  for  West  Norfolk  since  1865.  This  ladj  died  in 
1844,  and  his  Lordship  married,  secondly,  in  1847,  the 
Honoorable  Emily  Elizabeth  Jnlia  Thellosson,  eldest 
daughter  of  Lord  Bendlesham,  by  whom  he  has  a  nnme- 
Jons  family. 

Lord  Walsingham  was  elected  a  Meipber  of  the  ConnoU 
of  the  Royal  Agricnltnral  Society  of  England  in  1855, 
ana  a  Viee-President  of  the  Society  in  1861.  He  filled 
the  oflice  of  President  in  1860,  in  which  year  the  annual 
Show  was  held  at  Canterbnry.  He  joined  the  Smithfield 
Clab  in  1851,  and  was  elected  President  of  the  Clab  for 
1863.  His  Lordship  has  been  President  of  the  Wayknd 
Agricnltorsl  Association,  the  meetings  of  which  are  held 
at  Watton,  near  Merton,  for  the  last  thirty  years. 

As  an  sgrieoltnrist,  Lord  Walsingham  is  chiefly  famous 
for  his  Southdown  flock,  for  some  years  past  the 
most  sneeessful  of  any  in  the  country.  On  the  Home 
Furm,  at  Herton,  which  has  been  much  improved  of  late 
by  marling  and  scientific  eultivation,  there  is  a 
Soothdown  flock  which  dates  back  for  about  forty 
yean.  The  sheep,  howerer,  were  originally  small :  and 
when  Lord  Walsingham  first  began  io  think  of  exhibiting, 
he  was  told  that  the  soil  was  too  poor,  and  that  animals 
from  it  would  slways  be  beaten  by  those  which  came  from 
better  lands;  as  this  at  first  was  the  ease.  But  some 
soceess  eame  in  1851,  at  the  Norfolk  and  Yorkshire 
shows ;  while  since  then.  Lord  Walsingham  has  continued 
to  improTe  his  position,  until  at  length,  for  six  times  in 
seven  yean,  he  has  won  the  Gold  Medal  or  Cup  at  the 
Smithfldd  Club,  culminating  his  honoun  last  Christmas 
with  the  Champion  Cup  for  the  best  pen  of  sheep  "of  any 
age  or  breed"  in  the  HaU.  The  foundation  of  the  im- 
prorement  in  the  Merton  flock  tnces  back  to  Jonas  Webb, 
of  Babrsham;  but  ooBitMut  naort  baa  been  had  to  the 


stocks  of  the  Sussex  men  themselves,  such  as  Messn. 
Rigden,  Hart,  Turner,  EUman,  and  Boys. 

At  the  dinner  of  the  Wayland  Society,  last  autumn. 
Lord  Walsingham  said :  "  I  may  say,  because  I  have  a 
right  to  say  it,  that  I  have  attended  for  a  great  many 
yean,  practically  and  personally,  to  the  improvement  of 
agriculture  on  my  estate.  I  trust  I  have  done  so  not 
without  some  little  general  benefit  to  the  neighbourhood ; 
but  as  to  the  success  of  any  efforts  of  mine,  I  must 
leave  others  to  judge  of  them.  With  respect  to  one 
point,  I  must  most  gratefully  acknowledge  that  I  owe  my 
success  mainly  to  the  skill  of  that  able  snd  practical  man 
who  has  brought  my  sheep  to  that  perfection  at  which 
they  have  now  arrived — I  mean  my  agent,  Mr.  Woods. 
With  respect  to  that  I  may,  perhaps,  daim  a  very 
little  credit  for  myself.  A  person  who,  like  myself,  has 
many  irons  in  the  fire  must  engage  the  assistance  of  able 
men  to  see  that  those  irons  are  always  kept  hot,  and, 
above  all,  must  supply  the  fuel  which  is  necessary  to  heat 
the  furnace.  Passing  firom  my  own  conoems,  I  wish  to 
say  that  I  have,  since  I  have  known  the  neighbourhood^ 
seen  many  improvements  in  it.  X  remember  when  a 
great  portion  of  my  estate  was  nothing  but  a  rabbit 
warren;  and  I  may  say,  as  of  a  person  who  makes  two 
blades  of  com  grow  when  only  one  gnw  before,  so  also 
perhaps  a  person  who  has  made  several  blades  of  com 
grow  where  none  ever  grew  before,  must  be  considered  in 
the  light  of  a  benefiictor." 

Lord  Walsingham's  precepts  are  well  supported  by  his 
practice.  At  the  time  he  succeeded  to  the  Merton  pro- 
perty, a  considerable  portion,  about  4,800  aeres,  was  held 
in  Urge  nbbit-warren  Hums,  one  oonaisting  of  as  much 
as  3,100  aeres.  His  Lordship's  first  olqeet  was  to  get  rid 
of  the  wairen  as  the  leases  fell  out,  and  that  was  effiwted 
in  the  oonxse  of  a  fow  yean.  This  step  necessitated  the 
building  of  farm-honses  and  premises,  and  the  subdivision 
of  the  land;  and  the  holdings  hen  now  range  tnm  abont 
600  to  700  acres,  while  great  paina  have  been  taken  to 
reduce  the  nbbits.    Hares  were  not  considered  to  do 
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•0  miuk  hann  as  nbbiU,  bat  they  were  destroyed  witli 
■imilar  eare,  and  their  aomber  is  now  refaeed  to  a  very 
low  ebb.  The  main  improvement  necessary  was  to 
strengthen  the  staple  of  the  sandy  soil  by  marling  or 
claying,  for  which  there  existed  every  ftwUity.  This  pro- 
ceeded slowly  in  the  hands  of  the  tenants,  and  large  tracts 
were  consequently  taken  in  hand  by  Lord  Walsingham 
himself,  who  at  one  time  occupied  in  all  about  8,600 
acres.  Large  portions  have  now  been  marled  or  ekycd 
at  the  rate  of  from  80  to  100  loads  per  acre,  or,  in 
9  instances,  much  more,  and  the  arable  lands  divided  by 


fences.  Enough  alieady  has  been  effected  to  show  tha^  by 
liberal  but  not  necessarily  very  expensiTe  cultiTation  and 
careful  farming,  good  crops  may  be  grown  on  land  where 
formerly  the  produce  was  but  little  mow  than  rabbits. 

It  is  good  to  try  a  man  by  his  chai*ctcr  Aout  home; 
and'  we  have  said  enough  to  show  that  Lord  Walaingham's 
repute  does  not  rest  merely  upon  his  doings  in  public. 
They  are  rather  famous  for  prise  landlords  in  NoHblki, 
but  our  sample  may  take  honourable  rank  amongst 
them;  as,  further  a-field,  the  Merton  triumphs  may  live 
in  story  with  the  Holkham  shearings. 


PLATE   II. 
THE    AYLBSBURT    DAIRY 
THE     START    PROM    ST.    PETBRSBURGH 
A  great  revolution  is  just  now  taking  place  in  the  Lon- 


don milk  tnde.  Mainly  owing  to  the  fSusmties  afftyrded 
by  the  railways,  a  new  branch  of  business  is  springing  up 
that  threatens  gradually  but  certainly  to  supersede  the 
objectionable  system  of  keeping  cows  in  a  crowded 
metropolis.  On  the  face  of  it,  the  health  alike  of  the 
provider  and  consumer  would  seem  to  be  better  consulted  by 
bringing  milk  fresh  up  from  the  countiy,  rather  than  by 
meouraging  its  production  from  establishments  in  town, 
which,  as  the  veterinary  professors  assure  us,  are  very 
bot-beds  of  impurity  and  disease. 

At  the  head  of  these  "importing**  houses  stands  the 
Aylesbury  Dairy  Company — ^Limited — ^which  was  originated 
by  Mr.  0.  M.  Allender,  a  gentleman  who  fiurmed  for  some 
years  in  Buckinghamshire,  when  he  was  famous 
Ibr  his  breed  of  Berkshire  pigs.  Hence,  from  old 
associations,  we  may  trace  the  title  of  the  Company,  al- 
though the  supply  of  milk  is  not  drawn  alone  from  the 
Aylesbury  grass  grounds.  Berkshire,  Wiltshire,  and 
O^ordshire  are  also  contributaries,  while  contracts  are 
about  being  entered  into  for  other  districts.  Nothing, 
fnAeed,  in  the  management  of  such  a  concern  could  look 
to  be  more  desirable  than  the  plan  of  appropriating 
^freah  fields  and  pastures  new,"  or  a  breakdown  some 
fine  morning  on  some  favourite  line  might  act  like 
the  temporary  stoppage  of  a  Bank,  and  seriously  damage 
flie  stability  of  the  business. 

The  Aylesbuiy  Dairy  Company  now  distributes  between 
five  hundred  and  six  hundred  gallons  of  milk  a  day,  and 
before  half-past  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  "  serv- 
ing men"  have  called  at  some  thirteen  hundred  houses. 
fibere  is  an  afternoon  delivery  at  two  o'clock,  the  start 
for  which  we  have  caught  in  the  photograph.  Nothing 
ean  be  more  orderiythan  the  system  here  employed. 
tome  fourteen  or  fifteen  carte  are  backed  up  to  be  loaded 
i  the  dstiies,  Ike  milk  being  packed  in  scaled  cans,  and 
r  as  the  clock  strikes  two  does  the  first  cart  turn 
•bI  of  the  yard.  lEieh  driver,  with  bis  guard  at  his  side, 
bftl  ii  oitiiDdox  an  uniform  as  the  mail-coachman  of  other 
Uf9 ;  and,  inieed,  tbe  eetablishment  at  St.  Petersbut|^h 
fUm  M  altegathw  sa^athing  to  see.  There  (s  a  capital 
ulPpBB  of  ttabUsff  on  one  side,  a  row  of  comfortable  well* 


COMPANY. 
PLACE,    BAYSWATER. 
built  cottages  for  the  men  and  their  wives  on  the  other. 


There  is  a  Secretary"*  house  communicating  directly  with 
the  dairy,  and  a  reading-room  for  the  people,  where  with- 
out any  absurd  or  impolitic  restrictions,  a  man  may  not 
only  see  the  paper,  but  smoke  his  pipe  and  take  his  drop 
of  beer,  without  any  need  to  look  in  at  the  pubUc 
house.  The  milk  is  warehoused  in  a  cool,  roomy 
range  below,  where  fountains  are  playing,  and  into  the 
shade  of  which  it  was  very  grateful  to  retreat  from  the 
blaze  of  the  mid-day  sun.  In  fact,  the  whole  place  is 
delightfuUy  "tempered"  in  this  way,  as  the  shop  where 
you  can  set  a  glass  of  mUk  over  the  counter  is  fashioned 
like  a  grotto,  with  stone  and  rockwork,  ferns,  fiowers,  and 
gold-fish,  which  seem  to  have  found  a  happy  home  at  last. 
Then,  the  very  clerk  who  books  your  order  to  send  twice 
a  day  is  no  clerk  at  all,  but  a  modern  rendering  of  a 
veritable  milkmaid.  Dorcas,  or  Phosbe,  or  honest 
Maudlin  herself,  who  sang  Master  Isaak  Walton  a  song 
and  promised  him  a  syllabub : 

A  gown  made  of  the  finest  wool, 
Which  from  our  pretty  lambs  we  pall ; 
A  belt  of  straw  and  ivy-buds. 
With  coral  clasps  and  amber  studs ; 
And,  if  these  pleasures  may  thee  mov«, 
Come,  live  with  me,  and  be  ny  love. 
Some  short  time  back  the  Society  of  Arts  ofbred  a  fl<W 
Medal  for  a  can  which  should  bring  milk  up  to  town  ia 
the  best  condition,  and  the  award  was  in  favour  of  Mr. 
AUender's   invention,  the  great  merits  of   which  art 
simplicity  and  freedom  from  angles  and  comers,  thas 
rendering  its  cleansing  an  easy  matter,  white  the  csn  is 
provided  with  an  inner  lid  or  stopper,  that  alike  serves  to 
stay  any  tampering  with  the  contents  and  to  keep  out  the 
dust.     There  are,  however,  some  laho  still  maintain  that 
the  quality  of  the  milk  is  iiyured  in  the  transit,  but  this 
we  are  inclined  to  think  is  a  mistake.     Country  mitt, 
well  managed,  bas  a  better  flavour,  and  will  keep  longtf 
after  its  arrival  than  London  milk  just  drawn. 

There  was  a  time,  and  not  so  long  since,  when  his 
spare  milk  was  often  in  the  way  of  the  farmer :  he  really 
did  not  know  what  to  do  with  it.  Here,  however,  is « 
ready-money  business  open  to  his  hand,  that  may  he 
conducted  with  &r  less  trouble  than  the  manufacture  of 
gutter,  cheese,  or  por^. 
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The  ptodnoe  of  oar  graas  lancU  varies  in  amount  in 
difirent  dutricts  to  a  greater  extent  than  perhi^s  anj  of 
oor  or£nai7  ^^^  crops.  For  thoie  variations  we  most 
daefiy  assign  the  widely  different  amount  of  moisture  of 
our  ipriog  moatha.  Thos  in  the  last  sii  years  the  rain- 
&n  st  Croydon  in  March,  April,  and  May  has  heen  in 
•-^lasfoHows:  ^ 


1865. 

1868. 

1867. 

1868. 

1869. 

1870. 

Msick  .. 

.    0.82 

1.05 

2M 

0.81 

1.31 

IM 

!S...:: 

.    0.37 

1.90 

1.95 

1.72 

LOl 

0.38 

.    S.86 

1.63 

1.56 

0.78 

3.47 

0.72 

Tbtal.    4.55       5.18       5.94       3.31        5.82       2.54 

We  aee,  then,  that  in  the  three  chief  hay-prodocimc 
moDths,  we  had  in  Surrey  a  nttofiOl  in  1869  of  about 
582  tons  of  water  per  acre — and  this  was  a  great  hay 
yeir.  In  the  present  year  to  June  the  1st,  we  had  only 
in  these  months  a  downfall  of  about  254  tons  per  acre, 
or  not  half  that  of  1869 ;  our  hay  crop  therefore  is  this 
Ksson  miserably  deficient  (an  inch  of  rain  is  about  100 
tons  per  acre).  We  are  all  well  aware  how  much  the 
amount  of  rain  influences  the  mode  of  farming  in  different 
portions  of  our  island ;  that  our  grass-producing  or 
western  ooonties  are  those  where  the  rainfidl  is  the 
greatest,  whilst  cereals  are  chiefly  cultivated  in  our  drier 
or  eastern  oounties.  This  rainfidl  differs  to  a  much 
greater  extent  than  is  commonly  understood.  Thus  in 
the  month  of  April  in  the  present  year  we  have  noted 
that  our  Snrrey  rain&ll  was  only  equal  to  about  88  tons 
sf  water  per  acre.  But  in  the  western  districts  the  M 
during  this  month  per  acre  was  174  tons  at  Barnstaple, 
891  at  Bodmin,  172  at  Derby,  and  238  at  Manchester. 
The  amount  of  water  which  our  water  meads  receive,  and 
the  largeness  of  their  produce  tend  to  illustrate  the  same 
hei,  that  it  is  the  defieieney  of  moisture  to  which  our 
bad  hay  seasons  are  owing.  The  sewsge-irrigated  meads 
bear  similar  testimony.  We  find  at  Croydon  that  unless 
we  annually  apply  to  these  meadows  from  4,000  to 
6,000  tons  of  sewage  per  acre,  the  greatest  advantage 
from  these  is  not  derived.  Now  this  is  only  equal  to  a 
raiafiUl  of  firom  40  to  60  inchea,  an  amount  which  only 
squab  the  down&ll  of  some  of  our  western  grass-produc- 
iiig  districts.  It  is  true  that  other  explanations  of  the 
beneficial  results  of  irrigating  grass  land  have  been  sug- 
gested, but  they  none  of  them  obviate  the  necessity  of  a 
very  large  supply  of  water.  I  have  in  another  place 
briefly  referred  to  some  of  these  explanations. 

The  good  effect  produced  upon  the  grasses  by  the 
ue  of  certain  waters  is  well  known.  The  reason  why 
other  springs  are  of  little  or  no  advantage  in  irrigation  is 
not  10  wdl  understood.  Various  theories  have  been 
propounded,  to  clear  up  the  difficulty ;  but  none  of  these 
appear  to  be  of  general  application.  More  than  half  a 
eeatory  since,  the  celebrated  Davy  applied  himself  to  the 
qoMtion.  In  his  fishing  days  on  the  banks  of  the  Berk- 
•hire  Kennet  and  the  Hampshire  Itchin,  he  had  noted 
the  noble  meads  in  their  valleys,  watered  by  only  the 
bright  nrings  issuing  firom  the  chalk  fi)rmation.  Here 
he  found  water  producing  the  most  luxuriant  growth  of 
giitt— water  in  which  he  found  but  slight  traces  gf 
oTjiaaie  matter.  It  abounded  with  carbonate  of  lime  and 
earboaie  acid  gas;  but,  then,  Davy  noted  that  the  soil 
it  irrigated  rested  on  tho  ehalk  formation.  The  ohemieal 
MpositioB  of  the  wtt«r,  thorefoit,  afforded  Dsvy  Utile 
»k  19  expUimg  iU  fertiUxing  poirer.    I^is  gnat  philo- 


sopher, however,  carried  his  thermometer  with  hin 
he  found  that  the  temperature  of  the  soil  beneath  the 
irrigating  water  was  commonly  eleven  degrees  higher 
than  the  surface  of  the  water,  even  when  that  water  had 
a  thin  covering  of  ice.  The  water,  therefore,  concluded 
Davy,  keeps  the  grasses  warm—preserves  them  fri>m  the 
effecta  of  low  and  rapid  transitions  of  temperature. 
This  good  effect,  it  is  very  probable,  may  be  produced  by 
the  waters  issuing  from  the  chalk,  which  Davy  was  used 
to  haunt  in  his  days  of  fly-fishing,  for  the  temperature  of 
s^me  of  liie  springs  of  that  fi>rmation  is  vot  considerable 
and  uniform.  The  water  of  the  Surrey  Wandle,  for  m- 
stanoe,  is  of  the  temperature  of  about  50  degrees  in  all 
seasons;  its  stream  in  consequence  never  freezes.  The 
temperature,  therefore,  of  such  waters  may  reasonably  be 
expected  to  produce  considerable  benefit  to  the  grasses  over 
which  they  flow.  But,  then,  we  fin^  that  even  these  watera 
are  materially  increased  in  their  irrigating  value  by  the  ad- 
mixture of  foreign  substances.  The  bright  chalk  waters 
of  the  Itchin  become  sensibly  more  valuable  to  the 
irrigator  after  they  have  passed  through  the  city  of  Win- 
chester; and  the  same  remark  applies  to  other  streams. 
In  the  case  of  the  Clipstone  meads,  below  the  town  of 
Mansfield,  we  are  told  by  Mr.  J.  £.  Denison,  when 
describing  the  valuable  water  meadows  formed  by  the 
Duke  of  Portknd  CJour.  Boy,  Ag.  Soc,  vol.  i.,  p.  361^^, 
"  Soft  water  is  the  best ;  mineral  water  and  water  from 
peat,  mosses,  and  bogs,  are  found  to  be  iigurious.  After 
strong  rains,  the  washings  of  streets  and  sewers  of  the 
town  of  Mansfield,  which  discharge  themselves  into  the 
Mann,  give  great  additional  efficacy  to  the  water.  It  will 
sometimes  deposit  a  sediment,  in  one  watering,  of  the 
thickness  of  a  sheet  of  paper."  The  same  remark  applies 
to  the  water  of  the  Wandle.  Its  fertilizing  power  is 
very  greatly  increased  as  it  flows  through  a  well-inhabited 
district  towards  the  Thames.  All  natural  waters,  indeed, 
contain  foreign  substances.  The  water  of  the  Holy  Well 
from  the  Malvern  Hills  was  found  by  Phillips  to  contain 
about  14.61  grains  per  gallon  of  various  salts ;  even  in 
rain  water  we  detect  ammonia  and  nitric  acid.  It  is  of 
great  importance  that  these  facts  should  be  generally 
understood,  and  the  water  meads  of  our  country  extended. 
The  enormous  amount  of  grass  produced  upon  the  water 
meadows  is  too  little  known.  And  this  great  produce, 
let  us  remark,  is  not  confined  to  the  sewage-irrigated 
meads  of  Ddinborgh,  Croydon,  and  Mansfield.  It  is  true 
that  on  those  meadows  more  than  thirty  tons  of  grass 
per  acre  are  annually  produced ;  but  then  some  of  the 
watered  lands  of  our  Southern  chalk  formations  yield 
nearly  as  much,  although  the  water  is  bright  and  colour- 
less. A  Wiltshire  farmer,  Mr.  J.  Coombes,  of  Tisbocy, 
long  since  described  ther  produce,  when  he  was  remarkiug 
(Tarm,  M09,,  vol.  xlvii.,  p.  217^  upon  "  what  may  be 
eonsidered  the  average  produce  of  the  water  meadows  in 
South  Wilts."  In  doing  so,  he  observed,  "I  will  take  a 
meadow  of  90  acres,  depastured  in  spring  by  sheep.  The 
spring  feed  of  this  meadow,  u  fed  in  April,  will  keep  400 
couples  of  sheep  25  days,  during  which  time  these  400 
eouples  will  fold  ten  acres  of  arable  land,  and  it  will  after 
this  yield  in  the  first  and  second  cuttings  of  grass,  abont 
40  tons  of  hay.  As  I  have  said,  this  may  be  considered 
the  average  produce  of  these  water  meadows."  These 
are  facts  whioh  I  would  aamesUv  commend  to  the  con- 
sidaration  of  the  landowner.  Th/qr  ioirolve  qnestioQs  of 
the    most  vital  importwce  to  onr  agriculturists— the 
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Inentaed  pradofitbii  of  animil  food.  I  need  hardly 
remind  the  reader  that  thii,  the  most  profitable  branch  of 
English  fanning,  is  not  likdy  to  become  leas  remnneratiTe 
as  our  population  increases,  and  skilled  labonrers  more 
nnmerons. 

Upon  the  Croydon  sewage-irrigated  meads  at  Sonth 
Norwood  (which  are  on  the  London  basin  clay)  the  follow- 
ing is  the  length  in  inches  of  crops  of  Italian  rye-grass 
grown  there  in  the  year  1807 : — 

1st  crop •.    85 

Soddo 40 

Srddo 4A 

4ihdo 89 

6th  do 94 

ethdo M 

187  in.,  or  16  ft.  7  in. 
In  some  experiments,  carried  on  in  1867  by  Mr.  J.  C. 
Morton  on  the  fiirm  of  the  Metropolis  Sewage  Company 
at  Barking,  some  equally  important  results  were  obtained 
{Baik  and  West  of  Eng,  Soe.  Jour,,  1868).  In  one  of 
these  great  operations,  to  56  acres  of  Itslian  rye-grass 
about  800,000  tons  of  sewage  were  applied.  From  these 
56  acres  2,488  tons  of  grass  were  cut. 

It  is  a  question  of  considerable  importance  to  hare 
decided,  the  comparative  value  of  the  grass  produced  upon 
lands  irrigated,  and  not  irrigated.  This  was  ascertained 
by  Mr.  J.  B.  Lawes.  He  observed  {Jour,  Roy,  Ag.  Soe. 
ToL  xxiv.,  p.  80) :  "  It  was  obviously  of  great  importance 
to  determine  the  proportion  of  dry  or  solid  substance 
contained  in  the  produce  cut,  weighed,  and  given  to 
the  animals,  in  a  green  and  very  succulent  condition ;  to 
determine  the  difference  in  composition  due  to  the  appli- 
cation of  sewage ;  and  also  that  of  the  successive  crops 
taken  at  different  periods  of  the  season.  To  this  end 
samples  of  2i  lbs.  of  the  uusewaged,  or  5  lbs.  of  the 
sewaged  grass,  were  taken  from  every  load  as  soon  as  it 
was  weighed  at  the  homestead,  the  samples  from  each 
plot  respectively  being  -mixed  together  day  bj  day  as 
taken,  until  the  cutting  of  the  plot  was  completed.  Each 
such  mixed  sample  was  exposed  on  sheets  of  canvas  in 
the  open  air  until  sufficiently  dry.  It  was  then  stored  in 
sacks,  and  finally  cut  into  coarse  chaff,  well  mixed, 
weighed,  and  a  weighed  portion  of  the  mixture  taken 
for  the  purposes  of  analysis.  50  ounces  of  the  coarsely 
cut  chaff  were  taken  in  each  case,  and  each  of  |hese 
samples  was  carefully  dirided  into  4  eqnsl  narts ;  two  of 
which  were  full V  dried  at  212  deg.  F.  to  determine  the 
absolute  dry  substance,  and  then  burnt  to  determine  the 
minenl  matter,  and  a  third  was  finely  ground,  and  a 
portion  of  it  sent  to  Professor  Way  for  anSysis. 

"  It  should  here  be  remarked  that  there  are  many  piac- 
tical  difficulties  in  the  way  of  getting  accurate  results  in 
regard  to  the  amount  of  dry  substance  in  large  bulks  of 
green  produce  such  as  those  in  question.  Cut  in  the 
morning,  as  the  crops  always  were,  the  grass  generally 
held  a  p;ood  deal  of  superficial  as  well  as  other  moisture, 
and,  with  equal  conditions  ofweather,  the  heavier  the  crop 
the  greater  the  amount  of  water  so  retained.  Again,  if 
the  weather  were  dry  and  hot,  the  grass  would  lose  mois- 
ture considerably  between  the  time  of  cutting  and  that  of 
weighing  and  sampling  at  the  farm  boidings ;  or,  if  rainy, 
the  gprass  would  be  more  or  less  saturated  with  water.  To 
add  to  these  difficulties,  which  are  almost  inseparable 
firom  such  an  inquiry,  the  taking  of  the  samples,  and  their 
partial  drying  and  preservation,  were  necessarily  left  in 
the  hands  of  those  unpractised  in  such  work. 

"  It  will  be  obvious  from  the  above  considerations,  that 
the  exact  figures  given  which  relate  to  or  involve  the.qnes- 
tion  of  the  proportion  of  dry  substance  in  the  produce 
must  be  accepted  with  some  reservation ;  though  it  is 
believed  that  at  any  rate  the  direction  and  more  general 


indications  of  the  results  on  the  pomt  may  fiiUy  be  idiel 
npon.  The  results  given  of  the  analyses  of  the  dir  sab- 
stance  itself  will,  of  course,  be  much  less  afibeted  by  the 
irregularities  referred  to ;  and  the  diflJBrencea  in  its  oom- 
position  according  to  the  difference  in  the  conditions  of 
growth  are  points  well  worthy  of  a  careful  oonsidentioa 
in  a  hitherto  untrodden  field  of  inquiry. 

"  The  following  table  then  shows  themean compoaitioB 
(per  cent.)  of  the  dry  substance  of  the  grass  prodaced 
without  and  with  sewage,  and  in  each  successive  crop  In 
the  season  of  1861: 


Un- 
lewaged. 

Sewaged. 

Plot  1. 

Plot  2. 

Plot  8.1  Plat.  4. 

Nnmber    of    Analyses  1 
giring  the  means    ...  J 

5 

7 

9 

9 

NitroKenoas   substance  7 

NlTe-s  } 

Fatty    matter      (ether) 
extract)      ) 

Woody  fibre       

Other  non-nitrogenous) 
sabstaaoes ) 

Mineral  matter  (ash)    ... 

18.08 

8.21 
28.80 
45.66 

9.25 

18.67 

S.54 
29.84 
37.09 
11.36 

18.92 

8.53 
30.16 
35.94 
11.46 

19.78 

3.ii 
29.13 
35.93 
11.73 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

The  chief  point  of  remark  is,  that  the  solid  matter  of 
tiie  much  more  luxuriant  and  succulent  sewaged  gran 
contained  a  considerably  higher  proportion  of  nitrogeooDs 
substance  than  that  of  the  unsewaged.  It  also  contained 
somewhat  more,  both  of  the  impure  waxy  or  fatty  matter 
extracted  by  ether,  and  of  mineral  matter  which  may  be 
taken  to  indicate  a  less  advanced  or  ripe  condition  at  the 
time  of  cutting.  But,  owing  to  the  generally  less  ripe 
and  more  succulent  condition  of  the  sewaged  than  the 
unsewaged  g^ass,  it  is  highly  probable  that  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  its  nitrogenous  substance  was  in  an  immatored 
condition ;  and,  so  far  as  it  was  so,  it  would  be  less  sTsil- 
able  for  the  formation  of  the  nitrogenous  compounds  of 
fiesh  or  milk.  It  would  at  any  rate  be  unsafe,  without 
further  evidence  on  the  point,  to  attribute  the  higher 
milk-yielding  quality  of  the  dry  substance  of  the  sewsgfd 
grass  nnconditionaUy  to  its  higer  proportion  of  nitro- 
genous substance." 

Having  thus  noted  the  effect  of  water  of  varying  degrees 
of  impurity  alone  upon  our  grass  land,  next  let  ns  examine 
how  their  produce  may  be  increased  by  artificial  dressings 
whexe  water  for  irrigation  is  not  available.  How  can  this 
produce  be  improved  in  quantity  and  quality  ?  "  A  few 
years  since,"  observes  Mr.  Bowick  {Jour,  Bog,  Ag,  Soe., 
vol.  xxiii.,  p.  60),  "it  was  hardly  allowed  that  these  sie 
pretty  much  in  the  farmer's  own  hands.  Put  on  ammo- 
uiaosl  manures,  and  you  get  a  strong  bulky  prodnc^  in 
which  the  ranker  grasses  predominate.  Apply  phosphstic 
dressings,  and  the  clovers  and  finer  grasses  presently  sp- 
pear.  Prepare  a  combination  of  the  two,  and  a  desirsble 
result  should  follow.  Our  manuro  manufacturera  of  re- 
pute, who  have  characters  to  lose,  do  this  ready  to  our 
hand;  and  there  can  be  no  great  hazard  in  putting  on 
from  20s.  to  SOs.  worth  of  such  dressings  per  acre—in 
damp  weather  in  February  or  March — whilst  the  prospect 
of  a  profitable  rotum  is  lughly  enconrsging.  This  refers 
to  grass  land  which  receives  such  applications  r^pilsrly, 
or  which  is  otherwise  in  good  condition  ;  with  exhaosted 
soils,  more  liberal  treatment  is  required.  The  following 
plan  has  been  tried  here  extenrively,  and  invariably  with 
satisfactory  results.  Draw  out  a  dunghill  about  Christ- 
mas, eontaininff  800  yards  of  good  yard-mannre.  Throw 
up  in  a  heap  six  feet  high,  and  mix  with  one  ton  of  Pen* 
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Tttn  gnino,  two  tons  half-inch  bones,  and  two  tons  of  salt. 
Tnro  a  time  or  two,  till  tho  whole  becomes  a  rich  sapo- 
naeeoos  mass.  Then  cart  on  the  tarf  not  later  than 
February ;  Apply  to  twenty  acres ;  spread,  chain  harrow, 
and  spread  again.  After  a  week  or  two  little  will  be  seen 
of  it ;  bat  at  hay-time,  as  well  as  on  the  after-math,  the 
renilU  are  readily  Tiaible.  Similarly,  by  the  application  of 
hot  lime  at  from  one  to  two  tons  per  acre  on  pieces  of  sonr 
gnues  or  under  trees  where  the  Daetylis  glomereUa 
abonnds  in  all  its  coarse  loxnriance,  much  improvement 
ia  the  herbage  is  produced."  If  farm  manure  is  not  to 
be  had,  then  1  cwt.  of  guano,  1  cwt.  of  nitrate  of  soda, 
and  2  cwt.  of  common  salt  per  acre,  is  a  good  dressing 
for  artificial  grasses.  We  have  long  contended  that  our 
grass  lands  hare  never  obtained  that  share  of  the  farmer's 
attention  which  they  will  sooner  or  later  obtain.  This 
remark  ia  not  confined  to  those  pastures  to  which  nature 
Jus  been  bountiful,  but  extends  to  those  poor  yearly  more- 
and-more-impoverished  upland  grass  lands  that  the  holder 
if  so  wont  to  plough  up.  It  was  at  the  conclusion  of  a 
debate  on  the  breaking  np  of  our  pastures  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  Dorchester  Clnb  reminded  bis  brother-formers 
(farm,  Mag.,  vol.liii.,  p.  265)  that  they  had  hitherto  looked 
at  the  question  principally  from  a  tenant's  point  of  view, 
bat  he  thought  they  should  hardly  bid  adieu  to  it  without 
taking  a  landlord's  view  of  the  subject ;  and  he  would  say 
this,  that  in  breaking  up  these  lands  they  were  turning 
rabbit  land  into  land  for  the  use  of  the  human  kind,  so 
that  the  landlord  must  stultify  himself  if,  seeing  the 
benefit  that  would  result  to  himself,  to  his  tenants,  and  to 
the  coomiuaity  at  large,  he  should  oppose  the  judicious 
cultivation  of  such  land  as  they  had  under  review.  But 
there  was  no  doubt  it  was  also  a  serious  consideration  to 
them,  because  landlords  were  aware  that  if  land  was 
broken  up  and  injudiciously  managed,  considerable  crops 
might  be  drawn  from  that  hind  for  two  or  three  years, 
and  after  that  it  was  impoverished  for  generations. 
Therefore  there  were  two  or  three  considerations  of  im- 
portance to  the  hindlord.  He  should  certainly  not  have  a 
moveable  tenant,  or  a  tenant  likely  to  move  in  a  short 
time;  secondly,  he  should  take  care  to  have  a  skilful 
tenant,  and  one  who  knew  how  to  do  the  business  and 
aftenrards  cultivate  the  land  aright;  and  thirdly,  he 
should  take  care  the  tenant  was  a  man  of  capital — a  man 
who  had  all  his  other  land  in  good  cultivation,  and  had  a 
little  extra  money  to  go  to  work  with  in  the  cultivation 
of  an  incisased  quantity  of  arable  land. 

Having  produced  our  grass — ^next  as  to  its  conversion 
into  hay.  Now,  as  I  have  in  another  place  remarked, 
this  operation  is  often  too  long  delayed.  In  a  valuable 
prize  essay  on  hay-making,  by  Mr.  T.  Bowick,  of 
Stoneleigh,  in  Warwickshire,  he  observes  (Jour.  Bog,  Ag. 
Soe,  vol.  xxiii.,  p.  48.) : 

"  Of  course  fihe  wither  is  almost  evoything  in  hay- 
making. Thus,  referring  to  the  four  years  1858,  '59,  '60, 
and  '61,  there  were  in  Warwickshire  : 


Bainv  days. 

Depth  of  rain. 

June.    JaW. 

June.      Jnly. 

1858  ... 

2.51        2.48 

1850   ... 

ZZ  11         8 

2.45        2.96 

1860  ... 

27       12 

5.70        1.95 

1861    ... 

18       25 

8.01        4.30 

Of  the  value  of  machines  in  haymaking,  daring  these 
years,  Mr.  Bowick  observes :  In  the  two  dryer  years 
hay  was  well  and  easily  got ;  while  in  the  two  latter  the 
operation  bore  a  complete  contrast  to  our  earlier  experience. 
In  1860,  in  particular,  the  chief  difficulty  was  how  to 
make  hay  in  cloudy  weather  alternating  with  pouring 
nin ;  and  the  chief  lesson  learnt  was,  that  a  strong  staff 
of  hands  is  essential.  We  managed,  with  one  of  Burgess 
and  Key's  implements,  to  dispense  with  half-a-dozen  able- 
bodied  mowers,  while  another  half-dozen  woe  also  fre- 


quently taken  from  their  work  on  pressing  occasions.  As 
regards  the  mowing-machine  in  that  unfavourable  season, 
although  there  were  many  annoyances  arising  from  stop- 
pages among  tanf;led  and  heavy  crops,  yet  we  never  lost 
an  hour's  carrying  by  keeping  it  at  work,  while  it  gave 
us  a  power  over  the  whole  operation  which  could  not 
otherwise  have  been  obtained.  Improved  machinery,  as 
the  haymaker,  horse-rake,  and  mowing-machine,  has 
tended  greatly  to  diminish  the  amount  of  manual  labour 
needed.  The  former  implement  has  been  more  or  less 
before  the  public  for  the  past  fifty  years.  Though  many 
improvements  have  been  made,  its  principle  still  remains 
unchanged.  Scarcely  second  in  importance  for  extensive 
crops  is  the  horse- rake.  Even  where  it  is  not  employed 
for  windrowing,  there  is  a  great  saving  of  labour  by  dis- 
pensing with  hand-rakes  for  clearing  the  ground.  The 
use  of  carts,  instead  of  waggons,  in  hay-carrying,  is  a 
great  advantage,  for  one  strong  horse  will  take  nearly  as 
much  on  an  old-fashioned  broad-wheeled  dung-cart  (fur- 
nished with  suitable  gearing)  as  manv  folks  choose  to 
place  on  a  wasgon  drawn  by  two  or  three  horses.  The 
cart  can  be  Im  beside  the  rick,  whUe  the  horse  returns 
for  another  load,  by  having  three  props,  one  fSastened  to 
each  shaft,  and  the  other  at  the  tsol  of  the  cart.  It  is  a 
good  practice,  for  hay  that  has  been  ii^ured  by  rain  in 
harvesting,  to  add  a  peck  of  salt  to  a  ton  of  hay.  Mr. 
Bowick  prefers  adding  to  the  hay  a  mixture,  which  many 
have  tried,  both  in  making  the  ricks  in  summer  and  in 
using  them  in  winter.  The  point  aimed  at  is  to  give  an 
aromatic  flavour  which  shall  be  intrinsically  good  and  safe 
in  itself,  and  which  shall  at  the  same  time  render  the  hay 
or  clover  palateable  to  the  stock  fed  upon  it.  This  is  ac- 
complished by  strewing  a  little  of  the  following  mixture 
in  the  rick,  while  in  the  process  of  erection : 

Fenugreek,  powdered         112  lbs. 

Pimento       4  „ 

Aniseed       4  „ 

Carraways   ... 4  „ 

Gamine       2  „ 

An  outlay  of  2s.  6d.  per  ton  will  afford  a  sufficient  appli- 
cation in  the  majority  of  cases.  And  that  horses  or  cat- 
tle will  consume  the  compound  in  preference  to  better 
lots  not  similarly  treated,  we  have  had  repeated  and  length- 
ened observation.  An  inquiry  being  made  as  to  how  it 
affected  the  health  of  the  animals  fed  upon  it,  we  were 
able  hut  season  thus  to  reply :  '  Our  beasts,  numbering  170 
head,  came  out  with  more  than  average  bloom  in  spring ; 
aud  the  cow  doctor's  bill,  from  November  to  April  inclu- 
sive (the  hay-consuming  months),  has  not  run  over  three- 
pence per  head.' "  The  great  object,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered, in  haymaking,  is  to  preserve  in  the  hay  all  the 
saccharine  and  other  soluble  matters  of  the  grasses  ;  to 
dry  in  the  juices ;  to  avoid  the  ill  efliects  of  drenching 
rains.  The  process  adopted  around  London  has  been  well 
described  by  Mr.  R.  Smith,  in  his  prize  essay  on  grass 
knd  (Jour.  Soy.  Ag.  Soc,  vol.  ix.,  p.  20).  "  There  the 
mowers  perform  their  task  by  the  acre,  the  haymakers 
being  paid  by  the  day.  On  an  average  fi^e  (boys,  women, 
and  men)  is  a  fair  proportion  to  each  mower ;  much,  of 
course  depends  on  the  weather.  The  course  in  fine  wea- 
ther is:  Fintdag — All  grass  cut  before  9  o'clock  is 
carefully  '  tedded'  out,  and,  if  possible,  is  moved  aghin 
before  1  o'clock ;  then  it  is  '  hacked'  into  small  rows : 
then  they  return  to  the  first  mowed,  and  place  it  in  small 
'  grass  cocks.'  On  the  second  dag — All  the  grass  cut 
a^er  9'clock  on  the  first  day,  and  before  9  o'clock  on  the 
second  day  is '  tedded ;'  and  then  they  shake  out  the  grass 
cocks  of  the  first  day  into  small  rows;  the  hay  is  then 
moved  once  or  twice  before  dinner;  after  dinner  the  more 
forward  hay  is  raked  into  small  double  '  winrows;'  then, 
after  attending  to  other  portions  of  the  hay,  it  is  made  in- 
to small  cockf.    On  the  third  da^^MUx  attttidin^  to 
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the  hay  in  leu  advanced  stages,  the  forward  hay  is  shaken 
out  again  into  round  patches,  or  winrows,  if  a  keavy  crojp, 
and  again  moved  over  before  1  o'clock,  after  which  it  is 
carried.  Care  is  taken  in  all  oases  not  to  have  a  prepon- 
derance of  mowers ;  in  fisct,  not  to  have  more  hay  down  at 
any  one  period  than  can  be  managed  upon  the  eatabliahed 
process.  The  '  haymaker'  has  now  partially  superseded 
mannal  labour ;  it  expedites  the  work ;  but  in  wet  seasons 
fine  sprmding  of  the  hay  exposes  it  more  to  the  ill  effects 
of  the  rain.  The  cheapest  way  to  get  hay/'  adds  Mr. 
Smith,  "  and  to  insure  the  greatest  value  out  again,  is  to 
harvest  it  quickly,  by  a  sufficiency  of  labour."  Those  who 
rely  entirely  upon  the  sun  never  have  good  weather." 
Such  is  the  mode  of  making  hay  near  the  metropolis — a 
very  different  system  is^adopted  in  our  northern  and  western 
counties,  and  in  Scotland.  For  there,  the  haymaking 
season  is  commonly  much  more  rainy  than  with  us.  At 
a  recent  meeting  of  the  Morayshire  Farmers'  Club,  Mr. 
Walker  (Leuchars)  reinarked,  that  "  he  had  perhaps  more 
experience  in  the  way  of  making  hay  than  any  gentleman 
present.  The  way  uey  made  hay  in  the  county  of  Fife, 
so  fur  back  as  forty  or  fifty  year  ago,  was  to  cut  it  and  let 
it  lie  for  two  or  three  days,  the  time  depending  upon  the 
strength  of  the  hay.  When  hay  was  left  in  the  swathe 
as  cut,  it  would  stand  a  great  deal  of  rain,  but  if  they 
turned  it  over  and  over,  it  was  easily  spoiled.  After  lying 
for  two  or  three  days  in  the  swathe,  he  would  turn  it  over 
with  the  handle  of  a  fork,  then  put  it  into  cole  and  it  would 
stand  two  or  three  good  showers ;  then  put  three  or  four 
of  the  small  coles  into  one,  and  allow  it  to  stand  till  it 
could  be  put  into  stack.  They  could  not  in  this  country 
depend  upon  weather  for  making  the  hay,  as  iuEngknd." 
The  expense  of  cutting  the  grass  was  estimated  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Club,  to  be  in  Morayshire  48.  6d.  an 
acre  by  the  scythe,  and  about  2b.  6d.  by  the  machine. 

The  nutritive  quality  of  our  hay  is,  of  course,  a  primary 
consideration.  Meadow  hay  was  some  little  time  since 
laboriously  examined  by  Professor  Way.  His  examina- 
tion of  the  natural  grasses  was  made  after  they  had  been 
dried  in  a  temperature  of  212  degrees.  The  results  which 
he  obtained  must  therefore  be,  as  he  observed,  somewhat 
modified,  when  we  regard  them  as  in  the  state  of  hay ; 
for  however  dry  it  may  appear,  no  grass  can  be  made  abso- 
lotdy  dry  without  artificial  heat,  Uie  usual  proportion  of 
Boistiire  in  well-made  hay  being  about  16  percent. ;  and 
a  grsM  which  has  been  artificially  dried,  will  in  the  air 


absorb  from  it  about  this  d^^ree  of  moisture.  From 
the  per-ceutage  of  albuminous  or  &tty  matter  in  the  dry 
specimens,  therefore,  about  one-sixth  is  to  be  deducted  to 
ascertain  the  quantity  present  in  the  hay.  With  this  de- 
duction, the  following  table  will  give  the  lowest,  highest, 
and  the  average  quantities  per  cent,  in  the  specimens  of 
about  22  natnnl  grasses,  which  he  examined : 
Low.  High. 

Flesh-forming  principles     6.08    ...    17.29    . 

Fat-producing  principles     2.11    ...      3.67 

Heat-giviog  pnaeiples      88.03    ...    67.82 

In  about  15  dried  artificial  grasses  he  found : 
I^w.  High. 

Flesh-forming  principles  10.34    ...    24.60 

Fat-produeing  principles     2.51     ...      4.77 

Heat-giving  prmciples  33.16  ...  40.66 
The  ordinary  varieties  of  hay,  dried  at  212  deg.,  analysed 
by  Tarious  chemists,  yielded  the  amount  per  cent,  of  ash 
annexed  to  their  names  in  the  following  table,  and  the 
composition  of  that  ash  per  cent  I  have  also  added  in 
the  subjoined  columns : 


Average. 
.     10.93 
8.05 
.    45.57 

Arerags. 
.    19.08 
8.66 
.    41.20 


Meadow. 

Clover, 

f^^nfi^in. 

Ash  per  Cent 

8.7 

11.17 

6.36 

25.1 

2.6 

3.2 

Potash 

19.9 

16.1 

81.9 

Soda 

7.8 

40.7 

— 

Jjim^^              ... 

8.2 

21.9 

24.3 

Magneida        

2.0 

8.3 

5.0 

Alominia        ...        ...        ... 

— 

— 

— 

Orideof  iron  ... 

1.9 

0.6 

0.6 

Chloride  of  potassium 

Common  salt 

4.7 



6.2 

13.1- 

4.7 

0.8 

Phosphoric  acid          

Sulphuric  add 

Carbonic  acid 

14.4 

4.1 

9.4 

3.4 

1.1 

8.3 

— 

— 

15.2 

These  facts  are  faU.  of  interest  to  the  haymaker.  And  it  is 
no  objection  to  their  value  that  1  refer  to  themin  an  extraor- 
dinary season,  when  owing  to  the  dryness  of  the  spring 
months  there  has  been  hardly  any  grass  to  cut,  or,  if 
there  was,  a  very  limited  growth ;  it  was  nearly  hay  before 
it  was  mown.  I  have  shown  that  in  Surrey  we  had  only 
2.54  inches  of  rain  in  March,  April,  and  May  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  and  I  may  add,  that  not  anv  fell  from  the  16th 
of  May  until  the  16th  of  June,  and  then  the  amount  was 
only  0.09  of  an  inch ;  and  not  any  has  fallen  firom  that  day 
till  the  time  I  am  writing  (the  24th  of  June). 


NEW     FOBEST     FABMING. 


There  is  an  apicultural  enigma  which,  although  con- 
tinually under  discussion,  does  not  even  in  this  advanced 
age  appear  to  be  approaching  to  anything  like  a  satisfac- 
tory solution.  So  sorely  as  any  observant  gentleman 
sp^s  to  our  position  or  prospects  so  certainly  does  he 
refer  to  the  millions  of  acres  of  hind  in  this  country  that 
are  still  suffered  to  lie  in  waste.  He  then  gradually  goes 
on  to  show  that,  were  this  neglected  soil  only  brought  into 
cultivation,  such  a  course  would  be  attended  with  every 
advantage  to  those  mainly  concerned  in  the  business. 
And  hare  of  course  arises  a  very  startling  paradox.  The 
competition  for  fiturms  is  becoming  keener  than  ever ;  the 
emigration  schemes  are  gradually  extending,  and  yet  the 
landlords  in  the  face  of  all  this  obstinately  refuse  to  in- 
crease their  rent-rolls.  Would  they  only  map  out  more 
farms  ndther  the  tenant  nor  the  labourer  need  be  driven 
to  seek  an  occupation  elsewhere. 

Bnriitf  the  last  few  months  this  argument  has  been 
pointed  m  one  particular  direction.    Meetings  at  short 


intervals  have  been  held  at  Botle^,  Lymington,  Bomsey, 
and  back  again  to  Botley,  all  with  an  eye  to  the  New 
Forest ;  whQe  it  is  scarcely  too  much  to  say  that  tiiis 
agitation  has  originated  over  the  experience  and  enter- 
prise of  one  man.  If  not  so  continusUy  seeking  the 
poblic  gaze,  a  Mr.  William  Dickinson  is  almost  as 
famous,  and  in  much  the  same  way  as  Mr.  Meehi. 
After  a  lengthy  career  in  bosiness  in  London  he  has  taken 
as  bodOy  to  farming  on  the  Forest,  where  from  time  to 
time  he  has  given  the  world  the  results  of  his  experi- 
ments and  investiications,  which  he  may  be  said  to  Juive 
summed  up  in  a  challenge  that  he  sent  to  this  Journal 
early  in  March  last.  In  this  he  said,  "  The  amount  of 
rent  I  pay  the  Crown  for  480  acres  of  land  is  £816  p^ 
annum — that  is,  for  rent  and  interest  upon  capital  e  - 
pended  in  improvements  by  the  Crown,  at  my  request. 
The  staple  of  many  thousand  acres  round  the  two  farms  I 
hold,  four  miles  apart  (mostly  planted  with  fir  trees),  is 
as  fine  for  agricultural  purposes  as  is  usually  found  in  any 
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toooty,  ireiy  superior  to  that  round  London,  and  the 
climate  saperior  to  wnj  I  have  hitherto  met  with  in  any 
other  part  of  Sn^land.  The  land  wants  nothbg  hnt  sim- 
ple honest  fuming,  bj  resident  fanners.  I  saj  resident 
^rmers,  becaose  both  farms  I  hold  were  formed  bj  the 
Grown  up  to  the  time  I  took  them,  and  produced,  I  am 
told,  reiy  little  indeed.  They  now  produce  heavy  crops 
of  the  finest  grain  of  all  ^nds,  the  finest  roots ;  and 
growing  grass  2  feet  9  inches  high  was  shown  at  tlie  fat 
cattle  ^w  at  Christmas  at  Mr.  George  Oibbs'  stand  dug 
np  from  the  open  field  and  sent  there.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  show  the  last  year's  produce  of  the  New  Forest 
Fsnns  (swedes  only  excepted,  they  are  eaten),  white 
wheat,  red  April  wheat,  barley,  oats,  both  kinds  of  man- 
golds, and  carrots,  against  the  produce  of  any  farm  in 
England,  not  for  a  money  wager,  but  the  benefit  of  the 
paUie.  The  highest  quotation  for  last  year's  wheat  in  the 
London  maiket,  on  the  Slst  nit.,  was  48s.  per  qr.  or  £12 
per  kad  (being  five  qrs.) ;  the  highest  price  at  Southampton 
wss  £11  6a.  per  load;  my  last  sale-return  from  Guildford 
on  the  21st  Was  £18  ]  5s.  per  load.  My  barley  is  equally 
good,  bot  has  not  yet  been  ofiered  for  sale.  My  red  and 
yeUow  mangolda  both  got  second  prises  at  Birmingham, 
lad  my  earrota  were  commended."  About  this  same 
time  the  Botl^  Club,  the  members  of  which  had  previ- 
ooaly  paid  Mr.  Dickinson  the  high  compliment  of  de- 
eUnmg  to  enter  into  competition  agsinst  his  roots,  after  a 
hmg  sitting  decided  that  woods,  plantations,  and  commons 
"woald  pay  to  break  up  and  cultivate,"  that  all  the  re- 
maimng lands  of  the  New  Forest  "should  be  offered  to 
public  competition,"  and  so  forth.  At  a  second  meeting 
of  the  same  dnb,  it  was  resolved  to  draw  more  attention 
to  the  miUions  of  acres  lying  waste,  with  a  view  to  its 
cnltivBtion,  "  as  a  means  of  emploving  our  surplus  popu- 
Istion  i*  as  at  Lymington  it  was  declared  that  the  condition 
of  the  New  Foreat  was  "  not  satisfiEtctory,"  that  "  it  should 
be  eadoeed  and  cultivated  as  speedily  as  possible,"  and 
thst  the  Government  be  "  memorialised  to  that  effect." 
At  Ramsey  only^  last  week  some  further  conference  took 
place,  the  result  of  which  was  the  expression  of  an  opinion 
thst  "  it  would  be  conducive  to  the  public  good  that  the 
New  Forest  should,  after  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
eoounoners  and  others  are  fiurly  satisfied,  be  brought 
gradually  into  the  market  for  sale,  reserving  such  portions 
as  Buy  be  required  ibr  public  recreUion ;"  while  a  more 
direct  proposal  that  the  Forest  be  enclosed  and  set  out  in 
Isrge  snd  small  farms,  on  long  leases,  fioU  to  the  ground 
for  wuit  of  a  seconder. 

Beports  of  these  meetings  have  from  time  to  time  ap- 
peared in  our  columns,  as,  however  much  or  little  the 
raolntions  actually  adopted  might  infer,  the  chief 
ipeskers,  like  Mr.  Blundell,  Captain  Maxse,  and  Mr. 
Biflkinson,  looked  to  carry  all  before  them.  At  the  last 
Bssting,  however,  at  Bomsey,  a  report  of  which  appears 
b  our  pi^w  of  this  day,  the  proposal  to  attack  the  New 
Fofsst  forthwith  washy  no  means  so  unanimously  espoused. 
The  budloids,  like  Mr.  Beeeh,  the  chairman,  and 
Mr.  Cowper  Temple,  Uie  present  representative  of  the 
Pklmsrston  property  in  this  county,  were  by  no  means  so 
luguiae,  wmle  some  of  the  leading  fanners,  Like  Mr. 
Tiuk,  were  more  directly  opposed  to  any  scheme  which 
thoald  compel  either  owners  or  occupiers  to  break  up 
their  wsste  laads.  One  of  the  chief  means  to  the  end 
voold,  according  to  Ciqptain  Maxse,  be  the  re-establish- 
meat  of  the  small-farm  system,  although  nothing,  under 
the  preliminary  difficulties  consequent  on  such  an  under- 
tsking,  would  Uireaten  to  break  down  so  readily.  Our  own 
soIatioDof  the  case,  or  rather  perhaps  trial  of  theexperi- 
neat, wodd  atartlrom  an  exactly  contrary  direction.  It  has 
>o  hsppeasd  that  within  the  last  €sw  days  we  have  driven 
throo^  the  New  Forest^  and  that  we  have  paid  a  visit 
to  thst  Near  Fark  sshidi  has  bean  eut,  as  it  ware,  Isiriy 


out  of  the  thick  of  it.  The  approach  to  this  is  park-like 
indeed,  as  no  man  could  well  wish  for  a  nobler  entrance 
to  his  home.  There  is  an  expansive  range,  old  timber  in 
clumps  or  single  sticks,  all  belted  by  the  woodlands, 
as  in  fact  the  very  realization  of  a  country  nntle- 
man*s  demesne.  And  it  is  here  that  good  Mr.'  Dickin- 
son has  settled  himself  down  to  grow  great  cuttings 
of  ryegrass,  to  increase  tons  on  tons  his  crops  of 
turnips  and  mangolds,  and  to  cultivate  corn  that  shall 
take  the  first  prizes  at  the  shows,  and  make  the  best  prices 
in  the  market.  But  still,  the  impression  from  this  visit, 
pleasing  as  it  was,  did  not  go  to  rank  the  tenant  of  New 
Fark  as  a  farmer — that  is,  as  a  man  who  lived  by  his 
business.  There  was  something  rather  of  the  tone  of  the 
philosopher,  of  the  experimentalist,  who  in  his  retire- 
ment devoted  himself  to  researches  which,  if  they  suc- 
ceeded, might  become  a  public  good,  and  which,  if  they 
&iled  could  be  of  no  great  consequence  to  the  gentleman 
who  busied  himself  about  them.  It  is  in  this  light  thi^t 
we  would  regard  the  New  Park  farm ;  it  is  properly 
the  home-farm  of  a  Park,  and  as  such,  and  as  nothing 
more  would  we  in  the  outset  make  it  an  example.  Tab 
Crown  could  do  nothing  with  the  place.  Mr.  Dickinson 
has  done  much  with  it;  but  even  he,  perhaps,  could 
scarcely  say  at  how  great  a  cost.  Mr.  Beeeh, 
the  other  day,  speaking  on  behalf  of  the  la- 
bourer, said  "it  was  evident  that  the  time  was 
coming  when  the  New  Forest  must  share  the  same  destiny 
that  had  overtaken  some  other  forests.  But  he  did  not 
desire  that  it  should  follow  the  same  course  as  Bpping 
Forest,  because  there  they  saw  a  large  tract  of  cottntryi 
which  formed  the  delight  and  enjoyment  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  London,  converted  into  private  parks  and  private 
residences,  and  he  was  not  sure  that,  if  the  Crown  looked 
to  making  the  most  money  out  of  that  portion  of  the 
Forest  which  came  to  them,  it  would  not  find  it  better  to 
sell  it  to  a  number  of  rich  people,  who  would  make  park^ 
and  ga^ens,  than  to  allow  it  to  be  sold  for  agricultaral 
purposes."  Nor,  are  we  so  sure  but  this  would  ht  ill 
every  way  the  best  thing  that  could  be  done.  Let  thoti- 
sand-acre  plots  be  laid  out;  let  New  Ptoks  be  mul- 
tiplied ;  let  the  wealthy  and  enthusiastic  be  in  the  first 
instance  invited  to  take  up  the  cultivation  of  the  I'orest, 
and  the  labourer  will  profit  far  more  than  he  will  suffer 
from  the  intrusion.  As  Mr.  Trask  puto  it,  **  there  is  a 
considerable  amount  of  land  not  growing  com  at  the  pre- 
sent time  which  might  be  improved  so  as  to  become  capa- 
ble of  growing  it ;  but  at  the  same  time  there  is  a  viut 
amount  of  land  now  growing  com  which  pays  nothing  at 
all."  There  are  many  patriots  who  would  be  well  pleased 
to  play  Columbus  here,  even  if  they  wearied  after  a  while 
and  gave  over  the  new  country  to  their  followers. 


TBJIATMENT  OF  GALLED  BACK.— The  celebrated 
veterinary  surgeon,  George  H.  Dadd,  gives  in  the  Prairifi 
Farmer  the  following :  So  soon  as  an  abrasion  is  discovered 
on  the  back  of  a  horse,  the  animal  should  be  excused  from 
duty  for  a  few  days;  the  abraded  parts  shonld  be  dressed 
twice  daily  with  a  portion  of  the  tincture  of  aloes  and  myrrh. 
This  simple  treatment  will  soon  heal  the  parts.  Should  there 
be  no  abrasion,  but  simple  swelling,  attended  with  heat  pain, 
«nd  tenderness,  the  parts  shonld  be  frequently  snonged  with 
coU  water.  Occasionally  the  skin  undergoes  ^  nreoeu  of 
hardening  (induration).  This  is  a  condition  of  the  parti 
known  to  the  fsrriers  of  old  as  "  sitfsst,"  and  the  treatment  is 
as  follows :  Procure  one  ounce  of  iodine  and  smear  the  indu- 
rated spot  with  a  portion  of  the  same  twice  daily.  Some 
cases  or  galled  back  and  shoulders  are  dae  to  negligence  and 
abuse,  yet  many  animals,  owing  to  a  pecoliarity  of  constitu- 
tion, will "  chafe,"  as  the  saying  is,  in  those  parts  whieh  come 
in  contact  with  the  collar  and  saddle,  and  neither  human  fore- 
sight nor  meefaanical  means  e«i  preyent  t|ie  sane. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TfiiS  FABMBB^S  MAGAZlKfi. 


THE    BATH    AND    WEST  OP    ENGLAND    SOCIETY,  AND    SOUTHEBN 
COUNTIES    ASSOCIATION. 

MEETING    AT   TAUNTON. 


"  It  will  not  be  necessary  to  detail  tlie  reaeona  which 
have  canaed  the  Society*  in  the  76th  year  of  its  eziatence, 
to  hold,  for  the  first  time,  its  annual  meeting  in  the 
snmmer  at  a  distance  firom  the  city  in  which  it  was 
originally  founded.  Another  opportunity  may  present 
itself  for  giving  some  account  of  tbe  past  history  of  the 
oldest  agricultural  Society  in  England.  It  may  suffice  to 
say,  on  this  occasion,  that  the  present  plans  of  operation 
bid  fair  to  fulfil  the  original  purpose  of  its  establishment 
more  completely  than  ever.  Actuated  bv  this  conviction, 
the  members  of  the  Society  as  originally  eonsUtnted  de> 
dded  to  take  into  consideration  a  plan  for  extending  the 
operations  of  the  Society  by  holding  a  summer  meeting 
for  the  exhibition  of  breeding  stock  and  implements  at 
different  pkces  in  successive  years."  And,  again,  "  The 
towns  of  Taunton  and  Bridgwater  promptly  and  liberally 
responded  to  the  proposal  to  hold  the  meeting  at  one  of 
those  places.  It  was  decided  that  the  Society's  first 
meeting  should  be  held  at  Taunton."  So  says  the  Official 
Beport  from  the  Committee,  as  read  at  the  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  Bath  and  West  of  England  Society  on  the  show- 
ground at  Taunton,  on  Wedn«iday,  June  9, 1852.  It  is 
amusing  enough  now  to  note  the  pride  with  which  the 
Council  on  broaching  this  peripatetic  experiment  spoke 
of  the  priies  as  "amounting  in  the  whole  to  £484,  dis- 
tributed in  the  following  manner — viz,,  £148  for  cattle, 
£99  for  sheep,  £80  for  pigs,  £40  for  horses,  and  £167 
for  implements,  which  last  item  includes  a  prize  which  is 
a  new  and  striking  feature  in  agricultural  exhibitions, 
peculiar  to  this  Society,  being  the  prize  of  £20  for  the 
most  economical  collection  of  implementa  suited  to  tenants 
occupying  arable  land  not  exc^ding  100  acres.  It  has 
bien  responded  to  by  the  implement  makers,  and  it  is 
hoped  tlut  it  will  be  productive  of  much  practical  utility, 
especially  to  those  whose  funds  for  the  purchase  of  im- 
plements is  necessarily  limited."  Then  the  Judges'  Com- 
mittee went  on  to  report  how  "  the  names  of  126  ex- 
hibitors have  been  entered  for  competition,  consisting  of 
77  exhibitors  of  stock  and  49  exhibitors  of  implements. 
There  are  288  entries  of  stock,  and  the  entries  of  im- 
plements are  upwards  of  400."  And  how  in  the  whole 
"  the  number  of  head  of  cattle  amounts  to  879." 

Bearing  in  mind  the  time  which  has  elapsed,  and  the 
agricultural  improvement  which  has  been  going  on  in  tins 
time,  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  second  visit  of  the  Bath 
Society  to  Taunton  is  altogether  so  satisfactory  and  en- 
couraging as  might  have  been  anticipated.  Considering 
the  cilibre  and  scope  of  the  now  united  West  and  Southern 
Societies,  the  en^es  are  cnriouslv  small ;  nor  save  in 
some  certain  exceptional  cases,  is  this  united  competition 
counterbalanced  by  any  very  remarkable  merit.  Testing 
the  meeting,  indeed,  by  our  three  leading  breeds  of  cattle, 
little  or  no  progress  is  observable  save  with  the  Herefords. 
There  are  actually  one  third  less  of  Devons,  and  scarcely 
half-a-dozen  more  Shorthorns  exhibited  at  Taunton  in 
1870  than  there  were  to  be  found  here  eighteen  years 
previously.  Against  this,  however,  it  may  be  argued  that 
experience  in  the  interim  has  taught  breeders  to  send  into 
public  only  such  as  are  really  superior  animals.  But  it  is 
not  so.  A  strong  proportion  of  the  stoek  is  decidedly 
voham,  and  it  firvqaeiitly  h^pened  that  the  winniog 


beasts  fairlv  placed  themselves.  According  to  the  prize 
list,  the  judges  were  very  liberal  in  their  commendations; 
but  many  of  these  could  only  have  been  bestowed  upon  a 
comparison  with  something  still  worse,  rather  than  firom 
anyclose  approach  to  the  prize  standard  of  excellence. 

The  Devons  threaten  so  far  to  offer  no  great  front 
during  the  show  season,  and  the  Somerset  Devons  more 
especially  are  quite  out  of  force.  In  fact,  it  ia  hard  to 
understand  how  Mr.  Farthing's  royal  heifer  Pretty  Maid 
could  have  been  kept  in  at  Falmouth  the  other  day,  as 
one  of  the  best  on  Uie  ground,  so  lumpy  and  nnsightiy 
has  she  become  in  her  quarter,  so  sadly  haa  she  trained 
off  as  to  be  no  longer  worthy  of  her  name.  Whereas,  Lord 
Falmouth's  Narcissus,  also  first  in  his  class  at  the  Corn- 
wall Meeting,  goes  more  to  realize  his  title,  having  fine 
character,  a  bloodlike  head,  and  a  somewhat  wild  expressire 
eye.  Then  he  has  a  deep,  maaiive  frame,  with  plenty  of 
substance,  at  no  sacrifice  of  quality.  Then  was  not  mack 
against  him,  the  Stowey  high  commendation  being  a  par- 
ticularly plain  beast ;  nor  waa  there  any  competition  to 
speak  of  amongst  the  yearlings,  where  Mr.  Davy  won 
with  one  of  his  high-bred  animals,  the  second  beat  being  a 
long  slack-framed  young  bull  that  requires  a  deal  more 
time.  Mr.  Smith's  second  cow,  neat,  clean,  and  pure, 
was  much  more  entitled  to  a  plaee,  while  Ae^resa,  at  over 
ten  years  of  age,  was  made  np  very  &t,  although  even 
her  high  patchy  condition  coidd  not  quite  disg:m8e  her 
blood-Uke  bearing,  nor  carry  one  away  firom  that  sweet 
head  and  deer-like  glance;  but  still  she  is  fittt  getting 
out  of  public  form.  There  were  two  or  three  more 
nice  cows  in  this  class,  and  Mr.  Dorsetshire  Smith's  two- 
year-old,  if  not  so  weighty,  was  fiur  more  sightly  than  the 
Pretty  Maid  placed  before  her.  The  pick  aad 
pride,  however,  of  the  Devons  waa  Bfr.  Davy's  yeartiog 
heifer  Temptress,  a  half-sister  to  the  prize  cow — so  level, 
so  admirable  in  the  rounding  of  her  fiwne,  and  ao  full  of 
breeding,  that  she  had  placed  herself  long  before  the 
judges  had  arrived  at  her  second.  The  ckss,  in  truth, 
was  otherwise  only  moderate  enough,  and  Duchess,  at 
beat,  but  a  bad  second ;  but  the  judges  bestowed  upon  it 
a  general  commendation. 

"  We  shall  probably  not  err  very  materially  if  we 
should  rest  our  opinion  of  the  Shorthorns  as  now,  more 
than  ever,  the  dominant  breed  of  cattle  in  this  countryi 
upon  the  exhibition  which  ia  made  of  it  in  1870,  aa  com- 
pared with  that  in  1852  in  the  very  home  of  the  Devon." 
So  said  our  contemporary  the  C/ardenert*  (^romde  in 
an  article  calling  attention  to  the  Taunton  Show  in  con- 
nection with  the  merits  of  Shorthorns,  as  published  on 
the  Saturday  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  meeting.  The 
result,  however,  hardly  went  to  maintain,  in  this  instance 
at  least,  any  such  ascendency  for  "  the  dominant  breed," 
as  had  been  inferred.  As  we  said  laat  week,  it  was 
numerically  the  weakest  represented  of  the  three 
national  breeds,  and,  with  the  exception  perhaps  of  Mr. 
Stratton's  second  prize  yearling  heifer,  there  ii  not  an 
animal  in  the  en^  that  shoidd  promise  to  make  any 
great  mark  at  Oxford.  Lord  Sndeley's  white  bull  has  gone 
off  since  last  season,  as  all  bulla  will  do  when  tiieir  uow 
condition  is  brought  into  use,  and  he  so  looks  to  stand 
xnore  out  at  his  shonlden  than  ever;  but  there  ia  ttill 
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i  dcil  to  like  about  Mandarin,  what  with  his  long  straight 
6ame  and  fine  quality,  and  we  qnite  expect  to  see  him 
bea  the  Charelkill  fiatterfly  if  thej  meet  at  Oxford.  This 
bttst  bia  the  better  forehand,  bnt,  as  a  set-off,  he  is  very 
bad  and  Tolgar  about  his  quarter,  as  he  lacks  mnch  of  the 
style  of  the  other,  and  is,  indeed,  a  commonly  &ir  ball, 
of  some  Bse,  and  aeemini^y  of  more  constitution  than  the 
other;  bnt  then  he  is  half  a  year  or  more  the  elder. 
There  was  nothing  else  worthy  of  mention  in  the 
dsas ;  and,  of  the  three  or  four  two-year-olds,  there  was 
nothing  beyond  the  winners  to  look  at.  Bythis  has  gone 
onwdl,  and  Miyesty,  with  a  good  coat  and  nice  touch, 
htt  the  makings  of  a  good  boll  about  him,  while  the 
judges  most  hare  travelled  very  much  out  of  their  way  to 
highly  eommend  soch  a  thing  as  they  did.  There  wei'e 
four  cows  in  all  entered,  every  one  of  which  received  some 
notice,  while  it  was  a  nice  point  between  Mr.  Crame  and 
Mr.  Sftrstton  for  first,  although  we  quite  go  with  the 
swsrd.  Pride  of  the  Heath,  handsome,  lady-like,  long, 
roomy  and  light  of  bone,  is  already  well  known  about  the 
coontiy,  having  during  last  season  taken  the  chief  prises 
in  Woreestenhire,  Warwickshire,  and  Northamptonshire. 
Beyond  this  she  is  nearly  two  years  older  than  Coriander, 
wlu>,  having  never  been  out  before,  was  quite  fresh  and 
blooming.  She  is  a  useful,  well- covered  animal,  looking 
of  course  more  square  and  trim,  but  wanting  something 
of  the  refined  feoainine  character  of  her  rival.  Another 
first  appearance  from  Borderop  is  the  two-year-old 
Peeress,  a  long,  deep  heifer,  of  great  substance  and  good 
flesh,  that  had  no  difficulty  in  disposing  of  La  Belle 
Hel^e,  who  shows  but  little  advance  on  her  yearling 
form,  whieh  was  never  more  than  second-rate.  Ihere  is, 
on  the  contrary,  however,  a  vast  improvement  observable 
in  the  best  Royal  calf.  Flower  Girl,  who  has  dropped  to 
her  kg,  and  is  now  growing  into  a  really  stylish  charming 
heifer,  so  that  the  Manchester  award  would  seem  to  he 
gsthering  confirmation.  Not  that  the  judges  here  by  any 
mesns  hdd  to  it,  for  they  placed  Gertrude,  from  the  same 
herd,  and  a  merely  commended  calf  at  Manchester,  first, 
while,  as  second  to  her,  they  put  Flower  Girl  the  best  of 
all  at  Manchester.  Gertrude  is  some  months  older  than  the 
other,  as  she  is  level  enough,  but  short  and  vulgar 
forwvd,  and  so  Csr  as  the  two  be  concerned,  there  can  be 
little  question  but  that  the  Royal  reading  was  the  better 
one.  The  Yorkshire  entry.  Lady  Highthom,  also 
commended  at  the  Royal,  is  ripening  into  a  very  nice 
beifier,  but  Lord  Sndeley's  Ceres,  then  in  so  much  favour, 
now  eommanded  no  attention,  and  was  altogether  passed 
o?er  in  the  liberal  allowance  of  commendations  appended 
to  the  award. 

Manifestly  the  Shorthorn  man  and  the  Hereford 
nan  who  were  called  on  to  act  in  company  over  these 
two  breeds  did  not  get  on  very  well  together.  Mr. 
Ssvidge,  it  may  be  assumed,  had  it  very  much  his  own 
vay  with  the  Shorthorns ;  but  although  Mr.  Yeomans 
wu  said  to  haYe  had  his  son  in  the  ring  with  him  I  the 
diffaeaees  over  the  white  (aces  were  on  reference  given 
in  favour  of  the  Shorthorn  juoge  And  there  was  some- 
thing to  differ  over,  as,  for  example,  in  the  capital  show 
of  yetiiing  heifers,  about  the  best  lot  of  Herefords  we 
bsve  seen  got  together  in  one  class  for  many  a-day.  And 
these  wen  probably  too  much  for  the  judges,  for  smart, 
bloodlike,  and  wealthy  as  is  Mr.  Thomas*  Sunbeam,  there 
ven  many  would  have  it  tiiat  Mr.  Allen's  second, 
from  Mr.  Rogers,  of  the  Ghrove,  was  a  better,  or 
Mr.  Tndge's  highly-oommended  Lady  Brandon  a 
Mer  than  eitiier  of  those  pbced  before  her. 
lady  Brandon  waa  the  best  calf  at  Manchester, 
whet,  however,  neither  of  the  other  two  were  entered ; 
vbile  it  was  sufficiently  manifest  at  Taunton  that  Mr. 
Ihouas  Thomas  must  have  established  in  Glamoi^ganshire 
*  ^nrj  asfmor  herd  of  Herefords.    His  best  of  all  the 


bulls.  Sir  John  the  Third,  is  as  magnificent  a  specimen  of 
the  breed  as  we  have  ever  seen.  Uo  is  full  of  style  and 
quality,  backed  by  good  size,  a  great  back,  and  so  forth  ; 
then  he  has  a  fine  coat,  is  of  a  good  colour, 
fisshionably  faced  with  white,  and  instead  of  being  a 
sleepy,  sluggish,  over-done  brute,  is  as  lively  as  a  kitten, 
and  as  fierce  as  a  bulldog ;  his  temper,  in  fact,  was  almost 
his  only  drawback,  and  it  was  a  service  of  some  danger 
to  look  him  over.  Mr.  Baldwin's  second  is  a  son  of 
Lady  Asford,  and  Mr.  Arkwright's  commendation  showed 
a  deal  of  breeding ;  but  the  judges  qualified  the  compli- 
ment by  also  noticing  two  or  three  very  indifferent  bulls, 
one  of  which,  in  the  face  of  no  competition,  took  a  prize 
at  Southampton;  and  they  coupled  with  him  the 
"  Royal"  Stow,  never  an  animal  of  much  pretensions  in 
good  company.  We  spoke  after  Hereford  Fair  to  the 
merits  of  Mr.  Turner's  "  nice  thick,  high  qualitv  yearling 
Trojan,"  who  has  since  been  doing  well,  and,  barring 
being  a  little  narrow  behind,  promises  in  every  way  to 
be  the  best  of  his  year;  but  the  class  was  not  a 
strong  one,  although  sundry  commendations,  as  ustuI, 
were  tacked  on  to  the  award.  The  Hampton  Beauty  is 
a  rather  delicate-looking  cow,  and  it  is  a  question  whether 
Mr.  Thomas  should  not  have  been  first  again  here  with  a 
very  good  serviceable  cow,  while  Mr.  Allen  matched  his 
last  year's  entry  with  one  of  the  Westonbury  Fairies, 
although  with  not  so  successful  a  result.  The  prize 
heifer  Silver  Star  has  trained  off  sadly  from  her  yearling 
form,  as  she  is  growing  very  gaudy  and  patchy,  and  it 
was  so  far  fortunate  that  she  had  but  one  to  meet  and 
beat  at  Taunton.  Noticeably  strong  as  was  the  show  of 
Herefords,  many  of  the  best  of  these  were  bred 
away  from  Herefordshire.  The  best  man,  indeed, 
does  not  go  direct  to  Hereford  for  his  blood,  as 
Mr.  Thomas'  Sir  John  the  Third  was  bred  by  Mr. 
Rawlings  in  Shropshire;  and  Mr.  Thomas'  Lizzie,  at 
home  at  Cowbridge  ;  while  the  best  heifer.  Sunbeam,  is  the 
produce  of  Sir  John  the  Third  and  Lizzie,  the  first  prize 
bull  and  second  prize  cow.    What  capital  proof  this  is  1 

The  Sussex  beasts  offered,  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected so  far  from  home,  but  a  poor  front  of  it.  ^th 
the  bulls  were  very  moderate,  but  the  two  prize  cows 
were  good,  and  the  Heasmans  sent  in  a  pair  of  feirish 
heifers.  The  best  Jersey  bull  was  a  wonderfully  good 
one  at  all  points,  and  the  second  best  quite  good  enough 
to  win  in  good  company.  These  were  backed  by 
some  nice  cows,  the  neatest  of  which  was  pnt  second, 
but  happily  without  any  of  that  unseemly  disturbance 
which  attended  the  placing  of  the  Islanders  at  Southamp- 
ton. In  fact,  the  Devon  and  Sussex  judges  pulled  very 
well  together,  whereas  the  Shorthorn  and  Hereford  couple 
scarcely  succeeded  even  in  satisfying  each  other. 

As  we  were  enabled  to  report  last  week,  the  strong 
point  of  the  Taunton  Meeting  is  no  question  the  capit-id 
entry  of  Somerset  and  Dorset  homed  sheep,  where  in 
every  way  some  praiseworthy  progress  is  observable.  In- 
deed, those  who  know  the  breed  best  were  by  no  means 
prepared  for  the  extraordinary  improvement  shown  in 
these  sheep.  So  long  as  they  managed  to  get  a  bit  of  fat 
on  the  loin  and  to  have  them  ready  early  as  house-lamb, 
little  more  was  sought  after.  Now,  however,  they  unite 
more  size  with  more  symmetry,  set  off  as  they  ara  by 
those  grand  curling  horns ;  and  at  Oxford,  if  we  may 
augur  from  this  home-show,  the  Dorsets  and  Someraets 
will  well  maintain  their  right  to  that  distinction  as  a 
breed  which  the  Royal  Society  has  at  length  accorded 
them  in  the  arrangement  of  the  classes.  Noticeably 
enough,  at  Southampton  last  year,  although  as  handy, 
there  were  not  in  all  a  dozen  entries  of  these  sheep, 
whereas  at  Taunton  there  were  upwards  of  twenty  shear- 
ling rams  in  competition,  with  numerous  conmiendations 
appended  to  the  actual  awards.    Mr.  Henry  Mayo,  who 
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has  given  much  attenliou  to  his  flock,  clearly  nnderstanda 
uot  merely  how  to  breed  a  sheep,  bat  how  to  show  him ; 
and  his  rams  were  veiy  artistically  tamed  out.  Smart, 
however,  as  is  the  winning  shearling,  Mr.  Herbert 
Farthing's  second  was  almost  equally  good ;  and  in  the 
smaller  class  of  old  rams,  a  sheep  from  Nether  Stowey 
of  fine  character  and  size  had  a  long  way  the  best  of  it. 
There  was  a  time  when  Mr.  Danger  was  altogether  too 
strong  for  his  friends  and  neighbours,  but  his  flock  now 
ia  the  hands  of  Mr.  Bond  can  reach  no  higher  than 
seconds  or  commendations.  Mr.  Farthing's  pen  of  ewes 
had  also  more  spread  and  nse  about  them  ;  and  in  a  ca- 
pital class,  where  e?erything  came  in  for  some  compliment, 
they  were  ubmistakeably  the  biggest  and  best.  In  truth, 
generally  good  as  the  three  classes  were,  they  were  thought 
to  have  been  very  properly  appraised ;  as  were  the  smidler 
and  more  active  Exmoors,  also  in  greater  force,  and  really 
running  into  something  like  competition.  But,  when 
enforcing  a  certain  economical  arraogement,  the  West  of 
England  Society,  as  we  have  already  shown,  calls  upon 
two  men  of  different  tastes  to  judge  Shorthorns  and  Here- 
fords,  as  it  entrusts  horses  of  all  kinds  to  one  agricultural 
and  one  "nag"  authority,  so  it  puts  a  Southdown 
fancier  in  couples  with  somebody  nearer  home  to  get 
through  the  Horns  and  Downs.  And  here  more  particu- 
larly the  system  broke  down.  If  there  were  little  or  no 
complaint  amongst  the  Dorsets  and  Somersets,  the 
Sussex  breeders  fairly  stood  aghast  over  the  ca- 
pricious and  altogether  inexplicable  reading  of  a 
Southdown,  as  here  delivered.  First  of  all  the  judges 
took  a  very  neat,  true  shearling  from  Buckland,  and 
this  thej  placed  first.  They  next  selected  a  sour  headed, 
lop-eared  animal,  as  all  over  one  of  the  worst  sheep  the 
Heasmans  have  ever  entered,  and  this  they  placed  second ; 
and  then  they  commended  and  highly  commended  three 
rams  of  Mr.  Rigden's,  standing  close  along-side,  any  one 
of  which  for  Down  character,  style,  or  quality,  was  bet- 
ter than  their  second  prize.  In  fact,  Mr.  Rigden  should 
have  been  first,  if  not  first  and  second,  and  after  him  Sir 
William  Throckmorton.  AU  the  Heasmans'  sheep  were 
below  their  standard,  and  Mr.  Neville-Grenville,  Mr. 
Harding,  and  Mr.  Brook  had  nothing  that  could  come  into 
competition  with  the  Southdown-bred  rams.  Amongst 
the  older  sheep,  it  was,  alas  I  only  confusion  worse  con- 
founded. Sir  William  Throckmorton's  first  prize  in  an 
excelleat  class  of  old  rams  at  Manchester  was  now  merely 
commended,  although  at  three  years  old  he  does  not 
seem  to  have  sufiEiered  much  from  wear-and-tear.  On  the 
the  contrary,  Mr.  Rigden's  two-shear,  second  at  South- 
ampton, has  done  well  in  the  interim,  there  being  con- 
siderabk  improvement  on  his  first-year's  form ;  and  he 
got  the  turn  of  fortune's  wheel  as  first  and  best.  But 
then,  to  ieparate  these  two  famous  sheep  the  judges  did 
precisely  as  they  had  done  in  the  previous  class,  that 
is  they  selected  one  of  the  very  worst  sheep  in  the  entry 
as  their  second  prize  1  This  was  Lord  Portsmouth's 
happily  named  No.  2,  a  significant  title  that  must  have 
gained  him  no.  2  plaoe  on  the  prize  list,  to  which  he 
could  have  in  such  company  no  other  claim,  for  a  plainer 
meaner  sheep  at  most  points  has  seldom  been  seen.  A  very 
bloodlike,  if  not  very  large  ram  of  Mr.  Penfold's  was 
highly  commended,  and  then  hired  for  Lord  Walsing- 
ham ;  but  as  a  matter  of  consistency,  Mr.  Woods  should 
have  also  hired,  or  if  possible,  have  bought  outright  the 
renowned  No.  2,  whose  merit  altogether  passeth  show. 
Mr.  Rigden  did  not  send  his  ewes,  and  Mr.  Grenville's 
pen  was  accordingly  pronounced  to  be  superior  to  that  of 
Sir  William  Throckmorton. 

Barring  Mr.  Morrison's  shearling,  a  very  moderate  one, 
and  not  to  compare  with  his  hist  year's  ^ecimen,  Mr. 
Rswlenee  took  ui  the  prizes  from  Hampakires,  of  whidi 
there  was  a  short  and  indifferent  show ;  and  the  Shrop- 


shires,  as  might  have  been  expected,  were  in  no  (orce 
although  here  occurred  one  of  the  sensations  of  the  meet- 
ing.     Lord  Falmouth's  entries,  which  had  been  win- 
ning last  week  in  Cornwall,  were  disqualified,  as  unfairly 
shorn,  and  certainly  the  appearance  of  the  two-shear 
ram,  more  especially,  went  far  to  condemn  him.     He  is 
otherwise  a   great    grand  sheep,  and  a  long  way  the 
best,    not    of   his  class,    for    there    was    no    class, 
but    of    the    breed.     The  best   shearling  was    a    use* 
ful    sheep    of  some  quality,  and  Lord    Chesham's  still 
very    neat  rams  are    getting  more  Shropshire  charae- 
ter,  the  more  especially  about  their  heads ;  but  the  ewes 
are  still  all  of  the  Downs,  as  they  are   certainly  of  a 
very  different  type  to  Mr.  Horton's  black  faces,  whiek 
in  a  class,  reduced  to  three  entries,  came  all  the  way  for  a 
commendation.    The    inspector  drew  out  his  pruning 
kuife  again  in  the  following  section  of  Oxford  Downs, 
where  he  disqualified  the  Burghfield  pen  of  ewes,  much  to 
Mr.  Milton  Druce's  astonishment  and  disgust,  and  in  this 
case  an  appeal  was  straightway  lodged  after  the  following 
fashion :— "  To  the  Secretary  of  the  Bath  and  West  of 
England  Society,  Show  Yard,  Taunton,  June  7,  1870. 
Sir, — ^With  reference  to  my  pen  of  Oxfordshire  Ewes, 
No.  805,  '  unfiiirly  shorn,'  I  beg  to  say  that  my  certificate 
of  entry  is  perfectly  correct,  and  I  can  bring  evidence  to 
prove  it.     I  will  thank  you  to  lay  this  letter  before  the 
Council.     I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant,  A.  F.  Milton 
Druce."    Otherwise  the  Oxford  Down  classes  were  of 
but  little  mark,  the  breeders  evidently  holding  back  the 
strength  of  their  hands  for  Oxford,  for  which  there  is 
an  extraordinary  entry,  one  man  having,  as  it  is  said, 
between  20  and  80  nominations  in  the  shearling  class. 
Mr.  Wallis'  old  sheep  distinguished  himself  at  Lmoester 
and  Manchester,  and  Mr.  Charles  Gillett's  ewes  were  rery 
good  indeed. 

The  Messrs.  Gould  took  all  the  first  prizes  for 
Leicesters,  and  they  also  exhibited  in  the  Devon  Long- 
wool  classes,  where  the  sheep  pretty  generally  seemed  to 
be  Leicesters,  or  Leicesters  once  removed ;  and  straight- 
way the  rumour  of  a  protest  got  about.  But  Mr. 
Bartholomew  would  know  that  down  his  way  there  are 
breeders  who  exhibit  Leicesters  and  also  Lincolns,  the 
inference  being  that  two  distinct  flocks  are  maintained  ; 
and  certainly  the  Poltimore  Leicesters  are  of  a  finer  type 
than  the  Devon  Long-wools,  which  look,  beyond  a  certain 
rough  coarse  character,  to  have  no  remarkable  merit 
as  either  a  new  or  an  old  breed.  The  highest-bred  Leioester 
as  it  struck  us  was  Mr.  Tremaine's  second-prize 
shearling,  the  first  at  Falmouth  the  other  day,  and  that 
on  the  score  of  style  and  quality  might  have  been  first 
again  here.  The  Hill-men  still  hold  off;  and  almost  the 
only  good  Cotswolds  were  those  supplied  from  the  late 
Mr.  Gillett's  flock.  Otherwise,  in  so  small  an  entry  there 
were  never  perhaps  so  many  bad  sheep  ;  as  certainly  there 
should  not  be  at  a  show  of  such  calibre  as  that  of  the 
old  West  of  England  Society. 

The  exhibition  of  horses  was  much  after  the  same 
fashion — ^that  is,  the  classes  were  mainly  made  up  of  two 
or  three  good  and  the  remainder  as  decidedly  bad.  And 
yet  where  horses  went  far  to  judge  themselves,  never  did 
two  old  hands  so  potter  about  as  Messrs.  Howard  and 
Thumall.  Great  as  are  the  attractions  of  the  ring-side, 
people  got  weary  of  watching,  and  went  away  and  came 
back  again,  only  to  find  these  slow-tops  now  waUdng; 
now  trotting,  now  cantering,  and  now  stripping  somt 
wretched  animal  that  might  have  been  drafted  at  half 
a  glance.  This  is  a  very  conscientious  way  of 
proceeding  no  doubt  ;  but  we  believe  that  a 
man  may  bother  his  own  eye  by  dwelling  so  much,  and 
towards  the  end  of  the  day,  when  the  judges  seemed  to 
be  really  as  tired  of  it  as  the  s^Mctators,  some  of  the 
awards  gave  anything  bat  satisftiotion.    There  were  three 
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or  four  particulArly  nice  knnting  horses,  at  the  head  of 
which  was  a  Pontifex  three-year-old,  called  Splash- 
water,  an  airy,  sweet  stylish  horse,  with  the  "  manners'' 
of  a  park  hack,  and  altogether  delishtfal  riding  action, 
rhe  lineolnahire  jadge  bought  nim  forthwith,  as 
it  was  said  for  Mr.  Chaplin,  and  Splashwater,  no 
doobt,  will  be  seen  again  in  the  ring.  The  three 
foor-year-olda  placed  were  again  all  very  good ; 
the  winner  being  worth  the  most  as  a  matter  of  weight, 
but  the  grey  is  the  neater  nag  of  the  two,  and  Mr. 
Michelmore's  three  and  foar-year-olds^  both  worth 
looking  after.  In  £act,  had  the  filly  been  ridden  she  shonld 
hare  been  put  second  to  the  Yorkshire  horse,  as  Mr. 
Battams'  Irish  cbesnnt  is  a  vulgar,  servant's  sort  of  animal, 
neither  remarkable  for  looks  nor  action.  There  was  a 
deal  of  talk  over  another  Irish  nag,  Hunting  Horn,  that, 
as  I  raw  eolt,  took  a  prize  at  Southampton,  while  he  was 
hen  prononnced  to  be  the  best  of  the  all-aged  class.  He 
is  a  nirrow  high  horse,  but  a  slashing  goer,  and  with  such 
upright  shoulders,  rather  to  be  commended  as  a  second- 
cksa  steeplechaser  than  as  a  pleasant  horse  to  ride .  Mr. 
Battams  had  a  couple  of  useful  horses  in  this  ckss ;  but 
the  competition  was  by  no  means  keen,  and  the  whole  lot 
u^ht  bear  a  mediocriter  mark.  A  half-brother  to  Splash- 
water  was  entered  amongst  the  yearlings,  and  another 
bloodlike  promising  colt  he  is,  with  the  walk  of  a  race 
hone  and  the  makings  of  a  Leicestershire  hunter.  And 
over  his  head  the  judges  put  a  quick  varmint  hackney 
thin^,  with  a  bob-tail,  that  could  no  doubt  move  a  bit ; 
but  m  a  claas  of  Hunting  colts  or  fillies  a  more  extraordin- 
ary mistake  was  never  committed.  It  is  only  to  be  hoped 
that  the  judges  may  be  induced  to  write  their  owu  report 
for  the  Society's  Journal^  and  so  take  the  opportunity  of 
explaioing  what  so  far  looks  like  an  inezplicsble  award. 
Mr.  BaUams'  big  chesnut  cob  is  cut  ont  to  carry  on 
aUermaa  or  a  banker,  and  the  London  dealers  should 
look  him  up  forthwith  ;  and  so  most  assuredly  they 
ihowed  Mr.  Ballard's  pony — ^a  very  perfect  little  horse 
by  Hospodar,  standing-  some  thirteen  hands  and  a-half 
high.  He  has  a  beautiful  lean  head,  a  clean  neck,  fine 
shoulders,  a  round  barrel,  and  famous  thighs  and  quarters. 
In  &ct,  he  is  as  full  of  style  and  fashion  as  he  can 
be,  whether  you  throw  the  rein  on  his  neck  and  let  him 
lUnd  still,  as  wdl  he  knows  how,  or  set  him  going. 
The  only  thing  against  the  Cowbridge  pet  is  that 
he  is  ridden  in  a  very  severe  long  ported  bit, 
sgainst  which  he  looke</  to  bore  a  litStle  in  his 
&ster^ace8.  Of  course  he  was  first,  as  was  a  merry 
little  high-stepping  chesnnt  in  the  next  class ;  but  neither 
of  their  seconds  was  well  selected,  and  no  doubt  there 
were  better  amongst  the  remainder.  Mr.  Trott's  bay 
poked  his  head  out  in  a  ring-snaffle,  but  in  Mr.  Ballard's 
bridle,  and  with  Mr.  BaUurd  to  ride  him,  he  would 
bave  shown  very  differently,  and  at  three  years  old, 
with  plenty  of  time  to  make  him,  was  the  most 
serricMble  pony  of  his  class  ;  and  he  was  not  placed  even 


The  best  cart  stallion  was  a  long  way  the  be«t  of  the 
lot--a  deep  weighty  good-looldng  grey,  that  could  move ; 
while  the  s  eeond  prise  was  a  very  moderate  beast,  imd  none 
of  the  oth  era  of  snch  mark.  Mr.  Tice's  brown  two-year- 
old  also  showed  to  great  advantage  in  the  rinji;,  being, 
indeed,  a  very  taking  colt  of  a  capital  colour,  with  good 
ends  and  plenty  of  liberty  for  a  cart  horse.  The  best 
^l^ing,  if  not,  indeed,  the  only  good  looking,  cart  mare 
WIS  Mr.  Oolledge's  Wiltshire  brown,  but  she  was  lame, 
>nd  so  strai^tway  disqualified,  as  we  trust  from  some 
bttiditary  defect,  for  unsoundness  in  a  brood  mare  is 
otherwise  of  little  or  no  detriment.  The  worid,  how- 
w,  for  a  wonder  was  heartily  sick  of  the  horse-ring 
1^  the  time  the  turn  came  for  the  cart  horses,  and  the 
iilaie  of  the  afternoon  sun  left  the  twain  moving  them 


here  and  there,  and  there  and  back  nguui,  like  an 
over-played  game  at  drafts. 

The  pig  show,  taken  right  through,  was  decidedly 
good,  and  the  judges  occasionally  commended  whole 
classes.  As  usual,  however,  the  big  pigs  did  not  tell 
much ;  and  of  the  two  classes  of  boars,  the  first  in  each 
alone  claimed  any  particular  attention.  The  Bedford 
pigs  certainly  seem  to  be  doing  and  showing  better  and 
better  ;  although,  whether  the  credit  of  this  be  due  to 
the  breed  or  the  management,  we  will  not  stay  to  discuss 
here.  The  prizes  and  the  commentary  thereon  would  run 
much  the  same  with  the  large  sows,  saving  that  Mr. 
Dove  fairly  beat  both  Bedfordshire  and  Lincolnshire  in 
the  couples  with  two  very  admirable  young  white  sows, 
bred  by  Mr.  Rake,  of  Bristol ;  who,  however  famous  he 
may  be  this  time,  we  confess  to  have  never  heard  of  before. 
In  the  small  breeds,  Mr.  Ware,  from  Cornwall,  took  first 
and  second  prizes  for  old  boars  with  own  brothers,  and 
two  of  the  very  best  pigs  on  the  gronnd.  They  are  of  the 
improved  Essex  breed  which  would  seem  to  have  taken 
fresh  root  further  west,  and  to  have  wafted  the  &me  of 
Msher  Hobbs  to  the  very  Land's  End.  The  younger 
class  of  small  boars  was  by  no  means  so  good ;  but  the 
small  sows,  in  both  classes  of  which  the  awards 
went  precisely  the  same  way,  had  inuch  merit, 
the  elder  single  entry  sows  being  one  of  the  very  best  in 
the  show.  And  at  the  head  of  this  stands  Messrs. 
Dnckerings'  Lily,  half  sister  to  Little  Queen,  about  the 
most  renowned  pig  of  her  era.  The  Berkshires  had  this 
year  a  section  to  themselves,  and  they  proved  how 
thoroughly  they  deserved  the  compliment ;  for  some  of 
the  best  pigs,  and  the  very  best  farmer's  pigs,  were  to 
be  found  here.  The  advantages  of  Science  with  Practice 
were  further  pointed  by  far  away  the  best  boar  having  been 
bred  and  reared  at  the  Cirencester  College.  Giving,  as  a 
racing  man  would  say,  Mr.  Heber  Humfrey  and  Sir  Wil- 
liam Throckmorton  "  lots  of  weight"  in  the  way  of  age,  for 
he  was  only  a  day  too  old  for  the  younger  class.  Sambo's 
superiority  as  a  high-quality  but  still  true  Berkshire  was 
very  manifest.  His  awkward  age  let  in  Mr.  Stewart  for 
both  premiums  amongst  the  juniors,  where  the  College 
and  Mr.  Humfrey  had  again  some  very  good  entries,  but 
Mr.  Stewart  enjoys  an  established  repute  for  Berkshires. 
The  whole  class  of  sows  was  conomended,  and  when  the 
judges  had  reduced  their  field  to  five  they  were  still  in 
sometiiing  of  a  difficulty,  so  altogether  admirable  was  the 
entry.  Very  noticeably  the  winner  turned  up  in  a  sow 
with  rather  too  much  white  about  her,  shown 
by  the  Dnckerings  but  bred  by  Mr.  Griggs  in 
Essex ;  and  thus  firam  thirteen  entries  eight  prizes  go  to 
Lincolnshire,  of  four  entries  from  the  Britannia  farms, 
three  are  returned  as  winners,  while  Mr.  Stewart  takes 
precisely  a  similar  proportion,  three  prizes  and  one  blank. 
There  was  no  competition  in  the  class  of  young  sows  in 
couples,  for  Mr.  Bidley,  of  Swindon,  who  had  made  some 
entries,  did  not  care  to  send  on. 

The  non-prize  system  of  the  West  of  England  Society 
would  seem  to  be  fast  bringing  the  implement  business  to 
a  crisis.  Either  on  the  ground  or  at  the  trials  it  is 
scarcely  possible  to  imagine  the  indifference  which  was 
displayed  by  the  visitors  to  so  important  a  section  of  the 
show.  Although  the  field  was  within  a  stone's  throw  of 
the  entrance  to  "  the  yard,"  as  it  is  called  in  contradis- 
tinction, very  few  people  beyond  the  exhibitors  or  their 
staff  cared  to  give  even  a  passing  visit,  and  as  neither  the  lye 
for  the  reisers  nor  the  grass  for  the  mowers  afforded  much 
opportunity  for  the  display  of  good  work,  the  trials,  as  a 
contemporary  has  it,  were  "  somewhat  mild."  Certain  of 
the  manufiscturers  positively  reftised  to  cut  into  such  poor 
crops,  but  Woods  had  out  a  new  reaper  that  was  said 
to  have  not  made  much  mark,  and  the  Howards,  the 
Hornsbys,  and  Burgess  and  Key  were  also  represented  in 
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the  field.  The  ploughing  was  more  iDterettiog,  and  Pirie, 
Bhepherded  hj  ]<'owler  and  Co.,  was  declared 
to  iiETe  achieved  aome  noticahle  improvement  even  on 
the  very  perfect  implement  we  have  already  in  use.  Of 
conne,  some  of  the  great  honsea,  like  the  Bansomes  and 
the  Howards,  also  had  a  hoat  or  two ;  hnt  only  imagine 
a  ploughing  match  withoat  prizes  1  a  salad  without  the 
dressing,  an  opera  without  the  orchestra,  or  a  battle 
fought  with  blank  cartridge.  As  one  straightforward 
fellow  told  us  with  a  significant  smile,  "of  course 
we  did  the  best  work,  sir,"  and  no  wonder 
.  if  the  Society  has  quietly  dropped  out  these 
trials  from  its  own  official  report.  They  were  certainly 
never  ao  tame  as  at  Taunton ;  but,  only  let  the  Council 
offer,  say,  £100  in  premiums,  for  novelties  on  the  stands 
or  in  the  field,  and  a  new  spirit  would  b^  infused  into 
these  proceedings.  We  gave  in  our  last  weeks*  number  a 
list  of  the  agricultural  implement  makers  exhibiting,  and 
these,  without  any  such  incentive  or  attraction,  had  to  vie 
with  premiums  not  only  for  cattle  and  sheep,  but  for 
poultiy  and  flowen,  and  lucky  numben  in  the  Fine  Arts 
lottery. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  exhibitors  of  implements  : 

Affleck,  Swindon ;  Amies,  fiarford,  and  Co.,  Peterborough  ; 
Andrews,  Melksham  ;  Ashby,  Jeffery,  and  Luke,  Stamford ; 
Baker,  Wisbech ;  Baker,  Compton,  Newbury ;  Baker,  Bristol ; 
Bamlett,  Thirsk ;  Bayliss,  Jones,  and  Bsylifs,  Woherhamp- 
ton ;  Beach  and  Co.,  Dudley ;  Beale,  Taunton ;  Bentall,  MaL- 
don ;  Bell  Brothers,  London ;  Bererlov  Lron  and  Waggon 
Company,  BcTcrley ;  Beare,  Liverton,  Newton  Abbot ;  Bel- 
cher, Gee,  and  Co.,  Gloucester ;  Bobv,  Bury  St.  Edmunds  ; 
Boufton  and  Co.,  Norwich ;  Bradford  and  Co.,  Manchester ; 
Brenton,  Polbathic,  Cornwall ;  Bristol  Implement  Company, 
Bristol ;  Bristol  Waggon  Works  Company,  Bristol ;  Browne 
and  Co.,  Bridgwater ;  Brock,  Bristol ;  Brown  Brothers,  Lyme 
Beps ;  Brown  and  May,  Devizes ;  Barman,  Taunton ;  Burgess 
and  Key,  London;  Cainbndge  E.  and  Co., Bristol;  Carson 
and  Sons,  London ;  Carson  and  Toone,  Warminster ;  Carter 
and  Co.,  London  ;  Clayton  and  Shuttleworth,  Lincoln ;  Co'e- 
roan  and  Morton,  Chelmsford;  CoUhurst,  Small,  and  Co., 
Taunton ;  CoUhurst,  Symons,  and  Co.,  Bridgwater ;  Corbett, 
Shrewsbury;  Cranston, BirmiuKhara ;  Cullingford,  Stratford; 
Davey,  Devonport ;  Davis,  London ;  Day,  Bridgwater ; 
Day,  Creve;  Day,  Son,  and  Hewitt,  London;  Dear, 
Southampton ;  Dening  and  Co.,  Chard ;  Denton,  Wolver- 
hampton ;  Dod^,  London  ;  Duffield,  London  ;  Eddy,  Kenn- 
ford,  Exeter ;  fisher,  Taunton ;  PoUows  and  Bate,  Manches- 
ter :  Powler  and  Co.,  Leeds ;  Fox,  Walter,  and  Co.,  London ; 
Fuller,  Bath  ;  Gardner,  Gloucester ;  Garrett  and  Sons,  Sax- 
mundham;  Garton  and  King  Exeter;  Gibbons,  Wantage; 
Qliddon,  Taunton ;  Goss,  Plymouth ;  Gray  and  Co.,  GUsgow ; 
Haward,  Tyler,  and  Co.,  London  ;  Hardon,  Manchester ;  Hay- 
man  and  Co.,  Exeter ;  Haynes  and  Sons,  London  ;  Headley 
and  Son,  Cambridge;  Heard,  London;  Heap,  Manchester; 
Hellard,  Taunton ;  Hill  and  Smith,  Brierley  Hill ;  Hindlev, 
Bourton,  Dorset;  Hilton  and  Co.,  London;  Hill,  Yeovil; 
Hobbs,  Basingstoke ;  Holmes  and  Son,  Norwich  ;  Horesby, 
Grantham;  Howard,  Bedford;  Hndspith,  Haltwhistle; 
Humphries,  Pershore;  Hunt,  Earls  Colne;  Hatchings, 
Exmonth;  Huxtable,  Ottery  St.  Mary;  inman,  Strat- 
ford: Jaqne,  Abergavenny;  James,  Cheltenham;  Johnson, 
London;  Jones,  London;  Jones,  Gloucester;  KaUend  and 
Son,  Taunton ;  Kiddle,  Salisbury ;  King,  London  ;  Larkworthy 
and  Co.,  Lowesmoor;  Le  Batt,  Bary  St.  Edmund's;  Lee, 
Gloucester ;  Lewin,  Poole ;  Lewis  and  Hoole,  Shrewsbury ; 
Lyon,  London ;  Main  aitd  Co.,  London ;  Major  and  Co., 
Bridgwater;  Markall,  London;  Marshall,  Sons,  and  Co., 
Gainsborough;  Marshall, Upton  Pyne ;  McNanght and  Smith, 
Worcester ;  Menuel  and  Co.,  London ;  Milford,  Kenn ;  Mil- 
bum  and  Co.,  London ;  Milford,  Thorverton  ;  Mitchell  and 
Co.,  Manchester;  Monle*s  Patent  Earth  Closet  Company, 
London;  Nell,  Harrison,  and  Co.,  London;  Newnham  and 
Son,  Bath :  Nicholson,  Newark  ;  0*Hanlen  and  Co.,  Bristol; 
Page  and  Co.,  Bedford ;  Parnall  and  Son,  St.  Thomas,  Exeter ; 
Parham,  Bath ;  Peace,  Bridgwater ;  Penney  and  Co.,  Lincoln; 
Perkins  and  Bellamy,   Ems;   Perman,  Salisbury;   Petter, 


Yeovil ;  Phillips,  Newton  Abbott ;  Picksley,  Sims,  and  Co., 
Leigh;  Pigsott  Brothers,  London;  Plowman,  Bridgwater; 
Powis  C.  and  Co.,  London ;  Powis  J.  and  Co.,  London ;  Priest 
and  Woolnough,  Kingston-on-Thames ;  Bamsbottom  and  Co., 
Leeds ;  Ransomes,  Sims,  and  Head,  Ipswich ;  Beading  Iron 
Works,  Reading ;  B«eves,  Westbury ;  EendJe,  Loiid4Mi  ; 
Richards,  Wincanton ;  Richmond  and  Chandler,  Salford  ; 
Roberts  and  Sons,  Bridgwater;  Robey  and  Co.,  Liaooln; 
Robinson,  Wembdon ;  Rollins,  London ;  Ruston,  Proctor,  and 
Co.,  Lincoln;  Samuelson  and  Co.,  Banbury;  Savery,  Taun- 
ton ;  Sawney,  Beverley ;  Silvester,  London ;  Simpson  and 
Co.,  London ;  Simpson  and  Son,  Melksham ;  Smith  and  Sons, 
Chard ;  Smith  and  Grace,  Thrapston ;  Southwell  and  Co., 
Rugeley ;  Spong  and  Co.,  London ;  Standfield  and  Croase, 
Exeter ;  Stiles,  London  ;  Sutton  and  Sons,  Reading ;  Tasker 
and  Sons,  Andover ;  Thomas,  Bridgend;  Thomson,  Perth; 
Thompson,  Brothers,  Bridgwater;  Tipper,  Birmingham; 
Tuck  and  Son,  Bsth  ;  Turner,  Ipswich ;  Tuxford  and  Sona, 
Boston ;  Vezey,  Bath  ;  Waide,  Leeds ;  Wallis  aud  Stoevens, 
Basingstoke;  Watson,  Andover;  Wenslcy,  Msrk;  Winter, 
Wivehscombe ;  Wise  Brothers,  Bristol;  Wood,  London; 
Woods,  Cocksedge,  and  Warner,  Stowmarket;  Woofe,  Bed- 
ford :  Worssam  and  Co.,  Chelsea. 

PRIZE    LIST. 
CATTLE. 

DSVONS. 

Judges  (and  for  Sussex  and  Channel  Ishmds  Cattle)  :— 
J.  Pitcher,  Hailsham,  Hurst-Green. 
R.  Warren,  Childokeford,  Blandford. 

Bulls,  exceeding  two  and  not  exceeding  four  years  old. — 
First  prise,  £20,  Viscount  Falmouth,  Tregothnan,  Probus 
(Narcissus)  ;  second,  £10,  J.  Howard  Buller,  Downes, 
Ciediton ;  highly  commended,  Walter  Farthing,  Stowey  Court, 
Bridgwater  (Duke  of  Oothelney) ;  commended,  J.  Davy, 
(DakeofFlitton4th). 

Bulls,  not  exceedmg  two  years  old.— First  prize,  £90,  J. 
Davy,  Flitton  Barton,  North  Molton  (Duke  of  FUtton  5th) ; 
second,  £10,  W.  Smith,  Hoopem,  Exeter  (Pem^ylvania) ; 
highly  commended,  J.  Jackman,  Hexworthy,  lAunoetton; 
commended,  J.  A.  Smith,  Bradford  Peverell,  Dorchester 
(Duke  of  York). 

Cows,  in  calf,  or  in  milk.— First  prize,  £15,  J.  Davy 
(Actress} ;  second,  £13,  W.  Smith,  Hoopem  (Musk)  ;  highly 
commended,  J .  A.Smith  (Daisy) ;  commended,  J.  A.  Smith  (Fet). 

Heifers,  in  calf,  or  in  milk.— First  prize,  £16,  Walter  Bk- 
thing  (Pretty  Maid) ;  second,  £10,  J.  A.  Smith  (Picture). 

Heifers,  not  exceeding  two  years  old. — ^First  prize,  £10,  J. 
Davy  (Temptress  2nd) ;  second,  £5,  W.  Smith  (Duchess) 
highly  commended,  T.  Hawkes  Risdon,  Washford,  Taunton, 
(iUexandra).    The  class  commended. 

SHOKTHOKNS. 

Judges  (and  for  Herefords) : — 

M.  Savidge,  Sarsden,  Chippinir  Norton. 
W.  Yeoman,  Stretton  Court,  Hereford. 

Bulls,  exceeding  two  and  not  exceeding  four  years. — First 
prize,  £20,  G.  Game,  Churchill  Heath,  Chipping  Norton 
(Royal  Butterfly  20th) ;  second,  £10,  Lord  Sudeley,  Todding- 
ton,  Winchcomb  (Manderin) ;  highly  commended.  Rev.  R. 
B.  Kennard,  Mamhnll,  Blandfford  (Oxford  Duke). 

Bulls,  not  exceeding  two  vears.— First  prize,  £20,  Lady 
Emily  Pigot,  BranchesTark,  Newmarket  fBythis)  ;  second, 
£10,  R.  Stratton,  Bnrderop,  Swindon  (Muesty);  highly 
commended,  G.  Hitchman,  Long  Ashton,  Bristol  (Chan- 
cellor). 

Cows,  in  calf,  or  in  milk.— First  prize,  £15,  G.  Game 
(Pride  of  the  Heath)  ;  second,  £10,  R.  Stratton  (Coriander)  ; 
highly  commended,  0.  Hosegood,  Dilhngton,  Ilminster 
(Ursula  15th} ;  commended,  J.  Dove,  Hambrook  House,  Ham- 
brook  (Cherish). 

Heifers,  in  calf,  or  in  milk.— First  prize,  £16,  R.  Sfaratton 
(Peeress) ;  second,  £10,  Lady  Emily  Pigot  (La  Belle 
H61^ne) ;  highly  commended,  W.  H.  (lewet^  Norton  Court, 
Taunton  (Violet). 

Heifers,  not  exceeding  two  years  old. — First  prize,  £10,  R. 
Stratton  (Gertrade)  ;  second,  £5,R.  Stratton  (Flower  Girl); 
highly  conunended.  Rev.  R.  B.  Kennard  (Oxford  Duchess), 
J.  Webb,  Fladbury,  Pershon  (Bella),  J.  T.  Robinson,  Leekby 
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hkM^  AMdrr,  ThiTik  (Lady  Uighthonie),  and  Lady  Emily 
Kgot  (Mastifiika  2nd) ;  oonimended,  J.  Doto  (Baakea  Aoae), 
lad  W.  H.  Hevett  (Annette  Srd). 

BXBZTOBOS. 

BoBi  eiceeding  two  and  not  exceeding  four  yean. — ^Fint 
wiia,  £90»  T.  Tbomaa,  St  Hilary,  Covbridge,  Glamorgan 
(Sr  JoliB  Srd) ;  lecond,  £10,  J.  Baldwin,  liDddington,  Stmt- 
md-OB-Avim  (Lord  Ashford)  ;  higbly  commended,  J.  Oif- 
foid.  North  Cadlmry,  Castle  Gajy  (Brindier)  and  N.  Beiga- 
fidd.  Short's  Green  Earm,  Moteombe,  Shaftesbory  (Theodore) ; 
QoaBHoded,  J.  H.  Arkwright,  Hainpton  Conrt,  Leominster 
(Sir  Bidkard)  and  J.  Moms,  Town  House,  Madley,  Hereford 
(Stow). 

BoUs  not  erfleeding  two  yean  old.— First  prize,  £30,  P. 
Timer,  The  Leen,  Pembridge,  Leominster  (Trojan)  ;  second, 
£10,  H.  N.  Sdwvds,  Broadward,  Leominster  (Sir  John) ; 
'  '    J.  Harding,  Bieton,  Shrewsbniy  (Coont 


Cows  in  calf,  or  in  milk. — ^Fint  prize,  £16,  J.  H.  Ark- 
viicfat  (Hampton  Bean^)  ;  second.  £10,  T.  Thomas  (Lizzie)  ; 
kidUf  commended,  J.  D.  Allen,  Tisbory,  Salisbury  (Fairy  Srd). 

Hafien  in  calf,  or  in  milk.— First  prize,  £15,  W.  Todge , 
AdfertOB,  Leintwaxdine  (Silver  Star) ;  second,  £10,  P.  Tomer 
(Ufia). 

Heifcn  not  fnreeeding  two  yean. — ^First  prize,  £10,  T. 


(UTdy),_J.  Morris 


r(DDeheaaof 


TbomBs  (Sunbeam) ;  second,  £5,'J.  B.  Allen  (Ilorely) ;  highly 
eoBuaendBd,  J.  Hardinjr  (Dahlia),  W.   Tudge  (Lady  Bran- 
dos); eoBBsended,  P^Turner  (Butterfly),  J.  H.  Arkwright, 
ion),  T.  Fenn,  Stonebrook  House 

8U88IZ. 

BoUs  not  exceeding  two  yean.— Fint  prize,  £20,  J.  Turvill, 
Hsitlsy  Psrk  Fnrm,  Alton  (Young Martin);  second,  £10,  G. 
'enaer.  Parsonage  House,  Uddimore,  Eye  (young  Taunton). 

Cows  in  ealf^  or  in  milk.— Fint  prize,  £i6,  TOdcD  Smith, 


Jeaaer,  Parsonage  House,  Uddimore,  Eye  (Yoi 
Cows  in  ealf^  or  in  milk.— Fint  prize,  £i6, 

Knell,  Beekley,  Ashord,  Sussex  (Fagg) ;    second,   £10,  J. 

Tsrnll  (Bose) ;  highly  commended, Tilden  Smith  (Fttty). 
Hd&rs  in  calf,  or  in  milk. — ^Fint  prize,  £16,  Messn.  J.  and 

A.  Hessman,  Aogmering,  Amndd  (Southampton) ;  second, 

£10,  J.  and  A.  Heasman  (Beauty)  ;  commended,  G.  Jenner 

(^oung  Cooke). 

CBkWEL  ISLAUDS. 

Bttlknot  exceeding  four  yean.— First  prize,  £10,  G. 
Digby  Wingfteld  Digfy,  Sherborne  Castle,  Sherborne  (Sir 
Jon) ;  second,  £5,  H.  O)mpton,  Manor  House,  Minesteed, 
Lyadhnnt  (Prince)  ;  highlr  commended,  B.  C.  Priddle,  North 
Stonebam,  Southampton  (Briton) ;  commended,  W.  U.  Drake 
Sidajle,  Burley  Manor,  Ringwood  (Marquis),  and  W.  Gibbs, 
Tinitesfidd,  Bristol  (Bed  Knight). 

Cows  in  calf,  or  in  milk.— First  prize,  £10,  W.  Gibbs ; 
ttcond,  £6,  H.  Compton  (Ada).    The  class  commended. 

SHEEP. 

LBICK8TXS8. 

Judges  (and  for  Other  Lonsr-wool  Sheep) : — 

W.  Bartholomew,  Waddington  Heath,  Lincoln. 
T.  Brown,  Martram,  Downham  Market. 
Tearling  rams.— Fint  prize,  £10,  J.  and  A.  E.  Gould,  Polti- 
■on,  Eirter ;  second,  £5,  J.  Tremain,  Polsue,  Grampoand, 
CorewalL 

Bams  of  any  other  age.— Fint  prize,  £10,  J.  and  A.  E. 
Ppald;  second,  £6,  G.  Turner,  Brampford  Speke,  Exeter; 


lu^ly  commended,  J.  Tremain. 

^eas  of  iiTe  yearling  ewes.— First  prize,  £10,  J.  and  A.  E. 
(ioBld;  second!,  £6,  J.  B.  Comer,  Longforth,  Wellington. 

COT8WOU>8. 

yesdingnma.— First  prize,  £10,  the  executon  of  the  late 
T.Qilktt,  Kilkenny,  Faringdon ;  second,  £6,  the  executon  of 
the  late  T.Gillett 

Bans  of  any  other  ace.— Fint  prize,  £10,  the  executon  of 
tbe  bte  T.  GUlett,  Kilkenny,  Faringdon  Oxford;  second,  £5, 
^  B.  Browne,  Salpeiton  Park,  Andoversford ;  commended,  J. 
Williaau,  Caeieadj,  Onrbridge,  Glamorganshire. 

Peas  of  ive  yearting  ewes. — ^First  prize,  £10,  the  executon 
of  tlie  Iste  T.  Gillett ;  second,  £5,  J.  Williams ;  commended, 
T.B.  Browne. 

DBVOir    LONQWOOLS. 

Teariiag  rams.— First  priie.  £10,  R.  Comer.  Torweston, 
WiUitoUy  Somerset;  second,  £6,  £.  Comer;   highly  com- 


mended J.  and  A.  E.  (3onld,  Poltimore,  Exeter ;  oommended, 
B.  Comer. 

Earns  of  any  other  age. — ^First  prize  £10,  Elizabeth  Gfib- 
bings.  Higher  Brenton,  Kennford,  Exeter;  second,  £5,  E. 
Corner ;  highly  commended,  G.  Kingdon,  Eodmore,  Devon. 

Pens  of  five  yearling  ewes.— Fint  prize,  £10,  J.  B.  Comer; 
second,  £5,  J.  B.  Comer. 

SOUTH  Downs. 

JUDOES  (and  for  Short-wool  Sheep) : — 

F.  Budd,  Hatchwarren  Farm,  Basingstoke. 
H.  Woods,  Merton,  Thetford. 

Yearling  rams. — Fint  prize,  £10,  Sir  W.  Throckmorton, 
Bart.,  Bnckland,  Faringdon,  Berks ;  second,  £6,  J.  and  A. 
Heasman,  Au^pnering,  Arundel ;  highly  commended,  W.  Klg- 
den.  Hove,  Brighton ;  commended,  W.  Bigden  (for  two  more 
rams). 

Bams  of  any  other  age.— Fint  prize,  £10,  W.  Bigden ;  se- 
cond, £5,  the  Earl  of  Portsmouth,  Hnrstboume  Park.  White- 
church,  Hants;  highly  oommended.  Sir  W.  Throckmorton 
and  H.  H.  fenifold,  Selsey,  Chichester ;  commended.  Sir  W. 
Throckmorton. 

Pens  of  Atc  year1in|(  ewes.— Fint  prize,  £10,  E.  Nerille- 
Grenville,  M.F.,  Butleigh-court,  Glastonbniy ;  second,  £6,  Sir 
W.  Throckmorton. 

HAMFSHIU  DOWNS. 

Tearling  rams.^Fint  prize,  £10,  A.  Morrison,  Fonthill 
House,  Tbbufy ;  second,  £6,  J.  Bawlence,  Bulbridge,  Wilton, 
Salisbury. 

Bams  of  any  other  age.— Fint  prize,  £10,  J.  Eawlence ; 
second,  £6,  J.  Eawlence ;  commended,  J.  Moore,  Littlecott, 
Pewsey. 

Pens  of  fiye  yearling  ewes.— First  prise,  £10,  J.  Eawlenee ; 
second,  £6,  J.  Eawlence ;  highly  commended,  J.  Barton,  Jan., 
Hackwood,  Basingstoke. 

SHROPSHIBl. 

Tearling  rams.— Fint  prize,  £10,  H.  Wood,  Pucknall  Farm, 
Eomsey ;  second,  £5.  Lord  Chesham,  Chesham,  Latimer, 
Bucks ;  commended.  Lord  Chesham. 

Eams  of  any  other  age. — No  award. 

Pens  of  five  yearling  ewes.— Fint  nrize,  Lord  Chesham ; 
second,  £6,  H.  Wood;  highly  commendeo,  T.  Horton,  Hamage 
Grange,  Shrawsbuiy. 

0X70KDSHIBX  DOWNS. 

Tearling  rams.— First  prize,  £10,  C.  Gillett,  Cote  House, 
Bampton,  Oxfordshire ;  second.  £6,  C.  Gillett. 

Eams  of  any  oth^r  age.— Fint  prize,  £10,  G.  WaDia,  Old 
Shifford,  Bampton,  Faringdon ;  second,  £5.  C.  Gillett. 

Pens  of  five  yearling  ewes.— Fint  prize,  £10,  C.  Gillett; 
second,  £6,  F.  Gillett,  Upton  Downs,  Burford. 

SOMBBSST  AITD   DOBSIT  H0BN8. 

Tearling  rams.— Fint  prize,  £20,  H.  Mayo,  Coker's  Frome, 
Dorchester ;  second,  £6,  H.  Farthing,  Nether  Stowey,  Bridg 
water;  highly  commended,  H.  Mayo,  J.  W.  James,  Map 
powder  Court,  Blaodford,  A.  J.  Pitfield,  Evpe,  Bridport 
commended,  £.  GapperLegg,  Coombe  Down,  Beaminster. 

Eams  of  any  other  age.— First  prize,  £10,  H.  Farthing 
second,  £5,  A.  Bond,  Huntstile,  Bridgwater. 

Pens  of  five  yearling  ewes.— First  prize,  £10,  H.  Farthing , 
second,  £5,  J.  CulTerwell,  Classey  Farm,  Bridgwater ;  highly 
commended,  E.  Welch,  Stocklinch,  llminster,  A.  Bond,  Hunt- 
stile, W.  B.  Peren,  Compton  House,  South  Petherton ;  oom- 
mended, H.  Mayo. 

SXMOOR    AND  OTHEK  MOUNTAIN  8HEXP. 

Earns  of  any  age.— Fint  prize,  £10,  J.  Qnartly,  West 
Molland,  South  Molton,  Devon ;  second,  £6,  J.  Da^y ;  oom- 
mended, J.  Qnartly. 

Pens  of  five  ewes  of  any  age.— Fint  prize,  £6,  Sir  T.D;fke 
Ackland,  Bart.,  Holnicote,  Minehead ;  second,  £3,  W.  Snutb, 
Hoopern. 

Inspector  op  Shxabino  :— H.  Bone,  Avon,  Eingwood. 

HOESES. 

Judges  :— F.  C.  Howard,  Temple  Brewer,  Sleaford. 
H.  Thumall,  Eoyston. 

POR    AGRICULTURAL  PURPOSES. 

Stallions  foiled  before  1868.— Fint  prize,  £26,  J.  Hitch- 
cock, Chitteme  All  Saints,  Heytesbury,  Wilts  (lion) ;  second 
£15,     J.    Joyce,   Great  Wadham,   South  Molton  (Toung 
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AMHwunds) ;  higUj  oomme&dad,  William  Pooock,  Edington 
Bnrtle.  Bridgwater  (Young  Inmcible). 

StmouM  foaled  in  l8o8.— Rnt  prixe»  £80,  W.  Tyoe» 
Wettonzorland,  Bridgwater  (loimg  President);  seoond, 
£10,  J.  m^choock  (The  Brown  Duke).  Highly  commended, 
H.  L.  Heath,  Weare,  Weiton-tnper-Mare  (farmer's  Olory). 

Mares  and  foals  or  in  foal. — First  prize,  £16,  J. 
Hntson,  East  Brent,  Weston-super-Mare  (Blossom) ;  second, 
£6,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bnrbidge,  South  Wraxhall,  Bradford-on- 
Atou,  Wilts  (Bloswm);  commended,  E.  Oibbs,  Chitteme, 
Heytesboiy. 

HUNTKS8. 

Mares  or  geldings,  foaled  before  the  Ist  January,  1866.— 
First  prize,  £25,  C.  Champney,  Theale,  Wells  (Bunting  Horn) ; 
second,  £10,  0.  B.  Battams,  Kilworthy,  TaTistock,  Devon 
(Seneschal) ;  commended,  Q.  B.  Battams  (Dartington) ;  N. 
Chichester,  Newport,  Barnstaple  (PnTateer). 

Mares  or  £[eldmgs,  foaled  in  1866.~First  prize,  £25,  G.  B. 
Battams  (Epicure^ ;  second,  £10,  Oi  B.  Battams  (Qrimaldi)  ; 
highly  commended,  J.  Michelmore,  Berry  Pomeroy,  Totness 
(Ladv  Maud). 

Fillies  erodings  foaled  in  1867.— First  prise,  £10,  J.  T. 
Robinson,  Leckby  Palace,  Asenby,  Thirsk  (Splashwater) ; 
second,  £5,  G.  B,  Battams(Topthome) ;  commended,  £.  Ash- 
ley, Honiton  (Harkaway). 

Colts  or  allies  foaled  in  1869.— First  prize,  £10,  J.  Joyce, 
Great  Wadham,  South  Molton ;  second,  £5,  J.  T.  Robinson 
(BeUringer) ;  commended,  E.  Ashley. 

HACKS. 

Mares  or  geldings,  not  more  than  six  years,  nor  exceeding 
15  hands.— First  prize,  £16,  G.  B.  BatUms  (Gladiator)  ; 
second,  £5,  W.  B.  Peren,  Compton  Hoose,  South  Petherton 
(Comet). 

PONIES. 

Mares  or  seldings,  not  exceeding  14  hands.— First  prize, 
£10,  J.  S.  Ballards,  The  Yerlands,  Oowbridgc  (Chicken ^Oaz. 
ard) ;  second,  £6,  W.  S.  Gibbs,  Pitminster  House,  Taunton 
Ranker) ;  commended,  Rev.  T.  H.  House,  Anderson  Rectory. 
Blandford.  ^ 

Mares  or  geldinn,  not  exceeding  13  hands.— First  prize,  J. 
Thomas,  Cardiff  (Minnie) ;  second,  £5,  J.  Louch,  ikngport 
(P«g8y)  i  highly  commended,  J.  Trott,  Sonthill,  Barton  JCoI- 
lumpton ;  commended,  J.  Copins,  St.  deer's,  Taunton  (Little 
Joe). 

PIGS. 
Judges  : — J.  Coate,  Hammoon,  Blandford. 
J.  Smith,  Henley-in-Arden. 
LAiiGX  Bacxo. 
Boars  aboTC  one  year  and  not  exceeding  two.— First  prize, 
£6,  J.  and  F.  Howard,  Britannia  Farms, Bedford;  second,  £S, 
H.  E.  Duckering  and  Son,  Northorpe,  Kirton  liindsey,  lin- 
cobshire. 

Boars  not  exceeding  one  year  old.— First  prize,  £5,  R.  £. 
Dnckering  and  Son ;  second,  £8,  R.  G.  Duckering  and  Son. 

Breeding  sow  in  farrow,  or  with  litte.-.— First  prize,  £6,  J. 
■nd  F.  Howard ;  second,  £3,  R.  £.  Duckering  and  Son.  The 
class  highly  commended. 

Pens  of  two  breeding  sows,  not  exceeding  nine  months  old.' 
Pint  prize,  £5.  J.  Dove,  Hambrook;  second,  J.  and  F. 
Howard. 

SHALL  BUXD. 

Boars,  above  one  year'  old,  and  not  exceeding  two.— First 
prize,  £6,  W.  M.  Ware,  Newham  House,  Helstone,  Cornwall  | 
second,  £3,  W.  M.  Ware.    The  class  highly  commended. 

Boar,  nut  exceeding  one  vear  old.— First  prize,  £5,  T.  R. 
Cornish,  Wolisgrove,  Bi8hop^sTeignton,Teignmonth;  second, 
£8,  R.  E.  Dnckering  and  Son ;  highly  commended,  T.  Taylor. 

Breedinff  sows  in  farrow,  or  with  litter. — First  prize,  £5, 
R.  E.  Duckering  and  Son  ;  second,  £3,T.  Taylor,  Pool,  Taun- 
ton.   The  class  highly  commended. 

Pens  of  breeding  sows,  not  exceeding  nine  months  old.— 
First  prize,  £5,  R.  E.  Duckenng  and  Son :  second,  £3.  T. 
Taylor. 

BERKSHIRSS. 

Boars,  above  one  year  old,  and  not  exceeding  two.— Pint 
prize,  £6,  R.  Swanwiek,  Royal  Agricultural  Allege  Farm, 
Cirencester;  second,  £3,  H.  Hun^rey,  Kingstone  Farm, 
Shriteoham. 

Boars,  not  excei^ln.sr  one  year  old.— Finl  prize,  £5,  A. 


Stvwart,  Saint  Bridge  Hoose,  CHoeoester;  noond^  M^  A. 
Stewart. 

Breedinff  sows  in  fiurrow,  or  with  litter.— Pint  prize,  MS, 
R.  £.  Duckerinc  and  Son ;  second,  £8,  A.  Stewart.  Thm  daas 
highly  oommenaed. 

Pens  of  two  breeding  sows,  not  exceeding  nine  montlu  old. 
—First  prize,  £5,  R.  Swanwiek ;  second,  £3,  H.  Uamirej. 

HORSE  SHOEING. 

First  prize,  —Sawyer;  second,  J.  Batten;  tliixd»  B. 
Tucker.    Commended :  T.  King,  G.  Humphries,  and  &«  Ayrea. 


THE  ANNUAL  MEETING 

Was  held  in  the  Council  Tent  on  Wednesday.   Sir  Stafford 
Northeote,  M.P.,  President  for  the  year,  who  oaly  arrived 
in  England  firom  Quebec  on  the  previous  day,  took  tlie 
chair. 
Mr.  Goodwin,  the  secretaiy,  then  read  the  foUowing 

BEPORT. 

The  steady  progress  and  flnaneial  prosperity  of  ih»  Soeiciy 
afford  legitimate  ground  for  congratulation  on  the  occasion  of 
its  93rd  anniversary  meeting.  The  funded  stock,  whidi  dnring 
the  year  has  been  augmented  by  the  purchase  of  iS576  w. 
additional  three  per  cent,  consols,  now  amounts  to  £6^500, 
invested  in  the  names  of  Sir  John  Thomas  Bnller  Duckworth, 
Bart.,  Mr.  Thomas  Dyke  Adand,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  Joostthan 
Gray,  the  trustees  of  the  Society.  The  Council  have  to  lament 
the  removal,  by  death,  of  several  valued  members,  including 
Lord  Taunton,  who,  so  recently  as  the  year  1866,  filled  the 
office  of  president,  and  who  evinced  a  lively  interest  in  pro- 
moting the  Society's  second  visit  to  a  locality  with  which  he 
had  long  been  honourably  associated ;  but  they  have  the  aatis- 
faction  to  report  an  encouraging  addition  to  the  listofsob- 
scribinff  members.  There  are  at  present  on  the  Society's 
books  8£  life  members,  142  governors  subscribing  £2  or  up- 
wards annually,  64i8  members  subscribing  £1  annually,  and 
225  members  subscribing  10s.  annually.  The  past  year  has 
witnessed  the  termination  of  the  long-pending  suit  of  Byrne 
r.  Wintle,  which  involved  a  collateral  issue  whether  the  Society 
was  entitled  to  receive  in  full  an  annuity  of  £26  finom  the  late 
Mr.  Slack,  of  Bath,  and  the  Council  regret  to  report  that  as 
the  pure  personalty  of  the  testator  proved  insuffiaent  to  meet 
the  demands  with  which  he  had  charged  it,  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls  has  ordered  the  transfer  of  £49  14s.  7d.  consols  to  the 
Society  in  full  settlement  of  its  claims.  The  costs  of  the  so- 
ciety as  allowed  on  taxation,  liave,  however,  been  paid  out  of 
the  testator's  estate.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  contemplated 
meeting  at  Guildford  during  the  ensuing  year  will  nzmly 
cement  the  union  recently  contracted  between  the  Western 
and  Southern  counties,  and  tend  to  the  development  of  the 
s^cnltural  and  commercial  resources  of  the  two  gnat  dis- 
tricts, which,  though  geographically  remote,  have  in  many 
resnects  a  communi^  of  interest. 

The  Council  congratulate  the  members  on  the  very  encou- 
raging auspices  under  which  the  Society  for  a  second  time 
visits  the  town  of  Taunton,  where  its  first  migralory  meeting 
was  held  eighteen  years  ago ;  and  a  comparison  of  the  entries 
of  stock  and  implements  on  the  two  occasions  may  be  satii- 
fiictorily  cited  in  illustration  of  the  advantage  of  changing  the 
place  of  meeting  from  year  to  year. 

At  the  Taunton  meeting  in  1852  there  were  241  entries  of 
stock,  and  the  implements  enumerated  and  described  in  the 
catalogue  were  480  in  number.  At  the  present  meeting  there 
are  620  entries  of  stock,  the  laigest  numoer  ever  made  Tor  the 
Society's  own  prises ;  whilst  there  are  176  eihibitora  of  im- 
plements, and  not  less  than  2,965  articles,  including  60  stesm 
engines. 

in  order  to  encourage  pictures  of  higher  merit  than  those 
usually  shown  at  the  ^cfety's  meetings,  the  Council  have  this 
year  granted  the  sum  of  £100  to  enable  the  Arts  Committee 
to  render  the  Art  Union  more  popular  and  attrsctiva  by  the 
offer  of  priaes  of  greater  value  than  the  unassisted  prooeedi 
from  the  sale  of  Art  Union  tickets  would  justify.  As  every 
member  of  the  Society  who  has  complied  with  the  regulation 
published  in  the  Soeiety'l  oflteisl  programme  is  entitled  (o  s 
ehtnee,  it  is  hoped  that  this  armgenent  will  prore  geperally 
satisfsctonr. 
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it  of  a  third  leriM  of  the  Sodoty's 


^OBiiial  it  wu  thovcht  dnutrni  to  piib&ih  two  p«rts  or 
voliiBM  umualli^,  and  the  Toliimes  Doolished  in  aooordanoe 
vitk  this  retolntioa  hwe  hem  lorwaraed  in  doo  oonne  to  all 
nanben  entitled  to  ncata  them.  The  arnmgeman^  faow- 
enr,  is  too  eoitly  to  pennit  of  iti  continuance,  uid  it  is  pro- 
poaed  after  the  preaent  year  to  limit  the  publication  to  one 
put  or  Tohune  only.  In  aooordanoe  with  this  arrannmentL 
tiw  Mooad  Tolome  of  the  Joomal,  8rd  series,  wiU  be  poolishea 
as  soon  as  possible  after  the  Gmldford  meeting  in  1871 ;  bnt 
it  is  hoped  that  reports  of  the  Taunton  meeting,  {published 
sepmtely  bnt  oorreapondinff  in  type,  form  and  size  with  those 
of  the  Joamal  itaelf,  may  oe  in  the  hands  of  members  within 
I  brief  period  alter  the  termination  of  the  meeting. 

The  Council,  baTing  regard  to  the  usage  of  the  Society  that 
the  Resident  for  anj  year  shaU  be  njn-resident  in  the  county 
vhertin  tlw  annnal  meeting  is  held,  recommend  that  the  Right 
Boa.  the  Earl  of  Cork  and  Orrery,  Lord-lientenant  of  the 
CoimtT  of  Someraet,  be  elected  President  for  the  year  ending 
with  the  Onildford  meeting.  They  also  recommmd  that  the 
Bight  Hon.  Sir  Stafford  Northcote,  Bart.,  and  Edward 
Biydges  WiUiana,  Eiq.,  M.P.,  be  elected  vioe-presidentB. 
Am  they  further  recommend  that  the  following  members  of 
the  Soeiety,  whose  names  have  been  conspicuously  nublished 
in  the  showyard  in  aooordanoe  with  the  bye-laws  oi  the  So- 
ciety, be  appointed  members  of  the  Council  to  supply  Tacaneies 
oeeerriig  by  letirement^  rotation,  and  other  causes  :— 

BASTXKN  Dinsioir. 
Bosh,  Qement,  Weston,  Bath. 
Danger,  Tliomaa,  Rowford  Lodge,  Taunton. 
Duekban,  Tliomaa,  Baysham  Court,  Boss. 
Qtay,  John,  Kinirweston,  Somerton. 
King,  J.  Webb,  west  Everley,  Marlborough. 
Inollys,  J.  E.,  Fitxhead  Court,  Taunton. 
Poole,  Gabriel  S.,  Brent  Knoll,  Weston-super-Mare. 
Stiatton,  Bidnrd,  Bnrderop,  Swindon. 
Wifliana,  Heibert,  Stinsford,  Dorchester. 

WSSTIBN  DIVISION. 

Bosoawn,  Hon.  and  Ber.  J.  T.,  Lamorrao,  Probus. 

Bnnt,  Bobeitk  Woodbury,  Eseter. 

Davy,  John  lVmner,Eoee  Ash,  Sonthmolton. 

Daw,  John,  Exeter. 

Daw,  R.  R.  M.,  Exeter. 

Gordon.  Charles,  Wisoombe  Park,  Honiton. 

l^enoaway,  J.  H.,  M.P.,  Esootc,  Otteiy  St.  Mary. 

Hole,  James,  Knowle  House,  Dunster. 

Holly,  J.  H.,  Oaklands,  Okehampton. 

Tbjane^  Rer.  A,  Penstowe,  Stratton,  Cornwall. 

SOUTHXUT  DnrisioN. 
Diddnsott,  W.,  New  Park,  Lymington,  Hants. 
Omfell,  Arthur,  Shalford,  near  OuUdford. 
Portal,  Wyadham,  Malstranger,  Basingstoke. 
Bigden,  W^  Bore  Farm,  Bnghton. 
Shaekel,  George,  Erleigh  Court,  Reading. 
&aimoBds,  W.  B..  M.P.,  Abbot's  Barton,  TTmchester. 
8pien,R.  J.,  Oxford. 

Btebbing,  J.  R.,  St.  Andrew's  Lodge,  Southampton, 
leaner,  J.  Sl,  Chyngtoa,  Seaford. 

XLVCnO  WiTROtTT  BXTSBZXCB  TO  D1STKICT8. 

Allen,  James  B.,  Pyt  House,  Tisbury. 
Draee,  A.  P.,  Milton,  Borghfleld,  Reading. 
Bpberiion,  Henry,  Over  Stowey,  Bridgwater. 
2^  E-  tJ.,  Comboroogh,  Bideford. 
Wiliiams,  £.  W.,  Herringstone,  Dorchester. 

Mr.  AcLAND,  M.P.,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report. 

Mr.  MuftCH  seconded  the  resolution,  which  was  carried 
aaanimonsly. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Gray  proposed  as  President  for  the  current 
year  the  Earl  of  Cork  and  Orrery. 

Mr.  Knollts  seconded  the  resolution,  which  was  carried. 

Ilie  proposed  Vioe-Presidents  and  members  of  Council  were 
^  eketed,  and  certain  formal  votes  of  thanks  passed. 


THE  BATH  AND  WEST  OF  ENGLAND 
SOCIETY'S  SHEEP  SHOW. 

TO  THX  BDITOK  Of  THE  MAAK  LAITI  XXFXXSS. 

Sir, — In  answer  to  my  protest,  I  received  the  following 
letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  Bath  and  West  of  England 
Society.  I  am,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

BKfffkfield,  June  18, 1870.  A.  F.  Milton  Drucz. 

[Copy.] 
Show-yard,  Tkunton,  June  7, 1870. 
To  A.  P.  MUton  Bruce,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir, — ^The  inspector  of  shearing  has  reported  to  the 
disqualifying  committee  that  your  pen  of  ewes  (No.  805  in 
the  catalogne)  are  unftdriy  shorn,  not  as  to  time,  but  the 
mode  of  shearing ;  and  the  council,  having  given  their  best 
consideration  to  ue  matter,  feel  bound  to  support  the  decision 
of  the  inspector  and  disqualiiying  committee. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  obediently,    > 

JosiAH  GooBWiir,  Secretary. 

We,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  saw  the 

shearling  ewes  exliibited  by  Mr.  Druce  at  the  Tkunton  Show 

early  in  the  month  of  April,  and  that  they  were  all  fairW  and 

barely  shorn.    Witness  our  hands  this  17th  day  of  June,  1870 : 

(Signed)       William  Cooper,  Bnrffh&eld. 

Eichard  Wm.  Keen,  Borghfield. 
Levi  Hancox  (working  bailiff). 
Joseph  CoUett  (shepherd). 

Mr.  Princis  Bndd,  one  of  the  judges  of  shortwool  sheep  at 
Taunton,  writes  against  our  remarks  on  the  placing  of  the 
Southdowns.  He  commences  his  letter  with  an  absurd  attack 
on  a  gentleman  who  had  no  more  to  do  with  our  criticism, 
knew  no  more  of  what  would  appear,  and  was  no  more  con> 
suited  upon  the  sheep  show  than  Mr.  Badd  himself.  We 
omit  only  the  opening  of  his  letter,  which  runs  on  in  this  way : 

'*  Had  the  remarks  in  your  paper  emanated  from  a  person 
who  reallv  understood  anything  about  what  a  sheep  should  be, 
it  would  have  ^ven  me  pleasure  to  prove  that  the  sheep  at 
Taunton  were  judged  by  the  hand  as  well  as  by  the  eve,  which 
may  account  for  your  not  being  able  to  understand  why  the 
prizes  were  given  to  the  animala  you  condemn.  To  practical 
men  it  doea  appear  a  burlesque  on  agricultural  writing  that 
persons  who  are  well  known  to  have  no  experience  in  the 
things  they  write  about  should  feel  themselTes  qualified  to 
impugn  the  judgment  of  men  who,  if  they  do  not,  ought  to  , 
know  something  about  their  business.  Too  often,  as  it  mav 
probably  be  in  your  case,  the  remarks  do  not  originate-  with 
the  writer,  but  with  disappointed  exhibitors.  Comparisons 
are  generally  odious ;  but  I  would  ask  you  to  look  at  the  re- 
port of  the  Bath  and  West  of  England  Society's  exhibition  in 
the  BdVt  Weekly  Mettenger  oi  this  week,  which  is  written  by 
a  practical  man,  and  mark  the  difference  between  his  report 
and  your  own.  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

**PRAirCI8  BUSD. 

*•  Batch  Warren,  Basingstoke,  June  16." 

We  thoroughly  agree  with  Mr.  Budd  in  his  remarks  as  to 
"  men  who  if  they  do  not  ought  to  know  something  about  their 
business :"  while  as  to  our  criticism  **  originating  with  dis- 
appointed exhibitors,"  so  fkr  as  we  remember,  we  scarcely 
exchanged  a  word  with  any  of  the  exhibitors  whose  sheep 
were  so  curiously  set  aside,  and  certainly  not  a  syllable 
with  Mr.  Bigden,  who,  as  we  maintain,  was  one  of  the  chief 
sufferers  in  uiis  way.  Bnt  what  warranty  here  has  Mr.  Budd, 
who,  according  to  his  own  account,  judgp  sheep  blindfold, 
for  his  assertion  as  to  persons  writing  of  things  of  which  they 
have  no  experience  P  If  this  impertinence  is  intended  to  apply 
to  ourselves,  we  may  say  that  for  nearly  twenty  years  we  nave 
attended  all  the  chief  agricultural  ahowa,  and  that  during  that 
period  we  have  been  continually  invited  to  act  aa  judge  in 
certain  classes — at  the  West  of  England  Meetings  amongst 
others  —  although  we  should  not,  perhaps,  judge  a 
Southdown  after  the  manner  of  Mr.  Francis  Bnod,  of 
Hatch.  In  order,  however,  to  do  Mr.  Budd  every  possible 
justice  we  give  side-by-side  the  reports  of  BelPi  Weekly 
Meuenger  and  the  Mark  Lane  Ezpret*  on  the  Southdown 
show  ul  Taunton. 
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Ill  the  iggregate  the  South- 
downs  were  notably  good, 
nearly  all  the  spedmens  ex- 
hibited b«ng  entitled  to  the 
q>plieatu>tt  of  that  adjective, 
while  many  deaenred  it  in  the 
eomparatiTe  and  aome  in  the 
anperlatiTe  degree.  Among 
the  best  were  the  entries  of 
Sir  William  Throcfanorton, 
Mr.  Kigden.  Mr.  Neville- 
Grenville,  H.P.,  and  Menra. 
J.  and  A.  Heaaman.  Sir  W. 
Throckmorton**  fint  prize 
shearling  ram  was  indeed  one 
of  immense  exoellence^so 
tme  in  mould,  with  so  com- 
pletely the  Down  character, 
that  it  would  be  almost 
equally  diiBcnlt  to  single  out 
merits  or  discover  faults.  It 
would  be  perfectly  true  to  say 
that  he  has  a  beautiful  head, 
or  that  he  is  good  in  any  par- 
ticular point  of  structure ;  but 
as  he  IS  so  evenly  good  all 
over,  we  should  scarcely  know 
where  to  befpn.  We  are  glad 
to  see  exhibitors  in  many 
instanoes  giving  as  much  of 
the  pedigree  of  their  sheep  as 
may  be  necessary  to  afford  a 
clue  to  sources  whence  the 
blood  has  been  derived ;  and 
it  is  but  fair  to  the  breeders  of 
the  nearer  progenitors  that 
they  should  nave  their  share 
of  the  credit  when  prizes  are 
won.  The  catabgue  entry 
shows  that  the  splendid  sheep 
in  question  was  by  Mr.  Henry 
Webb's  No.  33,  dam  by  Sex- 
ton  —  a  description  which 
doubtless  will  make  South- 
down breeders  sufficiently  ac- 
quainted with  his  blood.  Mr. 
Kigden's  first  prize  ram,  a  two- 
shear,  in  the  aged  class,  was 
not  in  form  qui^  so  near  per- 
fection as  his  younger  neigli- 
hour,  but  he  was  an  unques- 
tionably fine  sheep,  with  a 
perfect  head,  masculine,  and 
at  the  same  time  characteris- 
tically Southdown.  A  slight 
faiUng  in  the  mid-rib  did  not 
debar  his  pretentions  to  first- 
class  merit.  Neck,  bosom, 
and  neck-vein  were  as  good 
as  could  be  desired,  and  his 
general  style  was  most  attrac- 
tive. The  Earl  of  Forts- 
month  had  also  a  good-hand- 
ling clever  sheep  in  this  class, 
not  perhaps  so  immediately 
taking  to  the  eye  as  Mr. 
Bdgden's,  or  as  some  others, 
exhibited  by  Messrs.  Heas- 
man,  Mr.  Fenfold,  and  Sir  W. 
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If  there  were  little  or  no 
complaint  amongst  the  Dor- 
sets  and  Somersets,  the  Sussex 
breeders  fairl;^  stood  aghast 
over  the  capricious  and  alto- 
gether inexplicable  reading  of 
a  Southdown,  as  here  de- 
livered. First  of  all  the 
judges  took  a  very  neat,  tme 
shearling  from  Buckland,  and 
this  they  placed  first.  Thev 
next  selected  a  sour-headed, 
lop-eared  animal,  as  all  over 
one  of  the  worst  sheep  the 
Heasmans  have  ever  entered, 
and  this  they  placed  second ; 
and  then  they  commended  and 
highly  commended  three  rams 
of  Mr.  Bigden's,  standmg 
close  along-side,  any  one  of 
which  for  Down  character, 
style,  or  quality,  was  better 
than  their  second  prize.  la 
fact,  Mr.  Aif^en  should  have 
been  first,  if  not  first  and 
second,  and  after  him  Sir 
William  Throckmorton.  All 
the  Heasmans*  sheep  were 
below  their  standard,  and  Mr. 
NevilleOrenvilie,  Mr.  Hard- 
ing,  and  Mr.  Brook  had 
nothing  that  could  come  into 
competition  with  the  South- 
down-bred rams.  Amongst 
the  older  sheep,  it  was,  ahu ! 
only  confusion  worse  con- 
founded. Sir  William  Throck- 
morton's first  prize  in  an  ex- 
cellent class  of  old  rams  at 
Manchester  was  now  merely 
commended,  although  at  three 
vears  old  he  does  not  seem  to 
have  suffered  much  from  wear- 
and-tear.  On  the  contrary, 
Mr.  Rigden*s  two-sbear, 
second  at  Southampton,  has 
done  well  in  the  interim,  there 
being  considerable  improve- 
ment on  his  first-year*s  form ; 
and  he  got  the  turn  of  for- 
tune's wheel  as  first  and  best. 
But  then,  to  separate  these 
two  famous  sheep  the  judges 
did  precisely  as  they  had  done 
in  the  previous  class,  that  is 
they  selected  one  of  the  very 
worst  sheep  in  the  entry  as 
their  second  prize !  This 
was  Lord  Portsmouth's 
happily  named  No.  2,  a 
significant  title  that  must 
have  gained  him  no.  3  place 
on  the  prize  list,  to  whicli  he 
could  have  in  such  company 
no  other  claim,  for  a  plainer 
meaner  sheep  at  roost  points 
h as  seldom  been  seen.  A  very 
bloodlike,  if  not  very  Urge 
ram   of  Mr.  Fenfold  s    was 


Throckmorton,  but  one  that 
will  bear  inspiBction  and  im- 
prove upon  acquaintance. 
For  one-year-old  ewes  (pens 
of  five)  Sir  W.Throckmorton 
took  second  to  Mr.  Neville- 
GrenvilJe. 


highly  eommended,  MidtlicA 
hind  for  Lord  Walstngham ; 
but  as  a  matter  of  eonaiite&ey, 
Mr.  Woods  should  have  alw 
hired,  or  if  possible,  haw 
bought  outright  the  renowned 
No.  2,  whose  merit  eltORether 
passeth  show.  Mr.  fiigdea 
did  not  send  his  evee,  and 
Mr.  Grenville's  pea  wma  ac- 
cordingly prononneed  to  be 
superior  to  that  of  Sir  I^IIiam 
Throckmorton. 

It  is  only  to  be  hoped  that  all  these  Southdown  slieep  m^ 
coma  together  again  at  Oxford,  where  Mr.  Bndd  mmj  leem 
something  from  men  who  "  know  something  about  theu  hosi- 
ness.'*  As  he  asks  for  it,  our  impression  is  that  Mr.  Bndd 
was  never  even  selected  as  a  recognised  judge  of  Sootlidovraa 
at  Taunton,  where,  if  he  attempted  any  great  lead  in  this  wny,  he 
probably  only  bothered  his  colleague,  who  should  reallj  loiow 
something  about  this  branch  of  their  business. 


JUDGING  BY  FOINTS. 

The  foUowittff  letter  has  been  addressed  by  Lord  Kimiaird 
to  the  Highlana  Agricultural  Society : — 

Dear  Mr.  Menzies, — ^I  wish  you  would  aak  the  direetors  of 
the  Highland  Society,  at  their  first  meeting,  ii  thcT  would 
agree  to  appoint  a  small  committee  of  gentlemen  who  have 
acted  as  judges  to  consider  whether  it  would  not  be  poeaible  to 
frame  a  set  of  rules  for  the  guidance  of  judges  at  their  ahows, 
accordiuj;  XopouU*^  after  the  manner  in  which  priies  are  ae- 
corded  in  nfie-matches.  It  mis^ht  be  tried  fint  with  the 
Shorthorn  dass.  The  plan  would.  I  am  sure,  give  very  gene- 
ral satisfSiction.  Certain  points  being  specified,  the  judges 
would  have  to  report  their  opinion  on  each  individual  point, 
rather  than  their  impression  of  the  merits  of  the  animal  gene- 
rally, and  by  this  mc«ns  the  exhibitors  would  be  satisfiM  on 
what  grounds  their  animal  was  rejected  or  approved  of. 

I  do  not  like  generally  to  quesdon  the  decision  of  judges, 
and  I  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  obtain  the  services  of  expe> 
rienced  hands,  owing  in  many  instances  to  their  having  some 
interest  in  the  stock  exhibits ;  but  still  this  difficulty  can  be 
overcome.  Witness  the  judging  at  Inverness,  Aberdeen,  and 
Duudee,  where  it  was  at  once  seen  by  the  way  the  judges  set 
to  work  that  they  were  well  qualified  for  their  duties.  How 
different  was  the  case  in  Edinburgh !  There  the  gentlemen 
evidently  had  no  experience  in  judging.  There  was  acansely  a 
decision  which  vras  in  accordsmce  with  the  opinion  of  the 
many  good  judges  in  the  yard.  X  should  prefer  not  bringing 
my  own  case  forward,  but  it  was  so  singular  and  so  mn^  to 
the  point,  and  being  naturally  better  acquainted  with  my  own 
case  than  any  other,  that  I  must  mention  it. 

Mr.  Young,  the  manager  for  Sir  W.  Stirliar-Maxwell — and 
there  is  not  a  better  judge  of  Shorthorns  in  Gotland — ^volun- 
teered to  tell  me  before  the  judges  went  round,  that  his  heifer 
was  fairly  beaten  by  mine;  and  I  will  venture  to  say,  though 
the  surprise  of  those  looking  on  was  great,  no  one  oonld  have 
been  more  surprised  than  Mr.  Young  himself  at  finding  his 
heifer  placed  before  mine.  I  may  say  ex  uno  dUce  ommet.  I 
am  certain  that  a  small  committee  of  practical  men  wonld  find 
no  difficulty  in  fixing  the  relative  value  of  the  different  pointa 


tisfactory  decisions,  and  allay  much  of  the  diaaatiafaction 
which  prevailed,  to  a  very  ^eai  extent,  at  the  last  ahow  in 
Edinburgh,  among  the  fisnciers  of  Shorthorns.— KnniiiBD. 
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ON  THE  GROWTH  OF  BOOT  OBOPS. 


BT    THE    NOATHERN     PARMXU. 


The  absolate  nccessitr  of  having  a  liberal  supply  of 
wiuter  food  compels  atockownen  to  devote  a  very  large 
imoQ&t  of  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  those  root  crops 
whkh  suit  their  sitoation  and  soil,  and,  as  a  rule,  the 
fanner's  prosperity  is  proportionate  to  the  quantity  grown 
ind  to  the  success  which  he  attains  in  their  cultivation. 
The  vhde  of  the  after-crops  in  the  rotation — corn,  hay, 
lod  grass— are  materially  affected  by  the  treatment  given 
to  the  field  when  preparing  for  seed  ;  and  in  green  crop,  if 
deeply  stirred  and  thoroughly  worked,  and  the  mannre 
&p^ed  with  no  sparing  hand,  the  succeeding  crops 
Rqaire  no  care,  growing  with  extreme  luxuriance.  It  is 
asj  to  know  the  crop  that  is  growing  on  a  congenial 
soQ,  fall  of  the  elements  of  nutrition ;  and,  on  the  other 
haad,  there  is  no  mistaking  the  imperfectly  worked  and 
poorly-manured  soil,  by  the  stunted  and  miserable  appcar- 
axkoe  of  the  crop  at  every  period  of  its  growth,  however 
farooiable  may  be  the  character  of  the  season.  ]*\dly 
rec<^(ni2ing  the  beneficial  results  to  themselves  which  can 
be  secured  by  a  judicious  and  liberal  outlay  for 
lihoor  and  manure  at  this  stage  of  their  rotation,  we  find 
the  most  ^iritedl  and,  as  an  almost  unfailing  consequence, 
the  most  successful  farmers  in  every  district  making  the 
most  streuoua  efforts  to  manure  well,  supplementing  the 
contents  of  their  own  yards  and  dung-hills  by  large  quau- 
titiei  of  purchased  manure,  frequently  drawing  it  great 
diitanees  at  eaormous  expense.  The  return  for  such  a 
heavy  expenditure  cannot  possibly  be  immediate,  but 
must  be  waited  for  through  every  year  to  which  the 
rotation  extends,  each  season's  crop  being  benefited  in 
proportion  to  the  original  outlay,  and  returning  as  surely 
its  share  of  the  profit.  While  not  affecting  to  despise  the 
efficsey  of  artificial  numures,  or  the  good  which 
•cones  to  the  crop  from  their  use,  we  yet  in- 
▼uiably  find  the  thoroughly  practical  man  placing  his 
chief  dependence  upon  farmyard  dung,  considering  no 
unoant  of  labour  too  great  or  too  expensive  which  has 
for  its  object  the  collection,  carriage,  or  application  of 
such  an  invaluable  material.  Taking  this  manure  as  the 
base,  success  in  root-growing  will  be  most  readily  achieved 
by  a  combinatioii  of  manures,  one  or  other  of  the  popular 
phoBphatic  fertilisers,  now  so  rxtensively  mannfiictured, 
Ukiag  second  place,  and  to  render  it  quicker  in  its  action 
•  portion  of  nitrogenous  manure  mixed  with  it,  say  a 
third  or  fourth,  and  forwhich  purpose  pure  Peruvian  guano 
soits  admirably.  Speaking  experimentally,  so  highly  do 
^  approve  of  aphosphatic  mannre,  slightly  dashed  with 
nother,  the  constituents  of  which  are  chiefly  ammoniacal, 
that,  however  abundant  might  be  the  supply  of  farm- 
yard manure,  we  would  not  connder  the  crop  had  been 
done  justice  to  unless  a  dressing  of  this  mixture  had  been 
given  in  addition.  When  dung  alone  is  used  the  rootlets 
csQaot  possibly  extract  nourishment  until  of  considerable 
■treagth,  and  in  nnfavonrable  seasons  the  plants  in  con- 
sequence linger  so  long  before  coming  to  the  hoe,  that 
much  time  ia  unavoidably  lost;  and  in  the  case  of  turnips 
the  fly  is  extremely  apt  to  canse  serious  injury  in  the 
^'crand  moat  critical  period  of  their  existence.  When 
an  auxiliary  mannre,  such  as  we  have  described,  has  been 
Died,  the  plants,  if  the  character  of  the  season  is  such  as 
to  give  them  the  alighteat  chance,  grow  rapidly,  and 
foreed  on  by  the  quickening  influence  of  the  ammonia 
■P^^  OQ^jTow  BU  dangor  from  the  attacks  of  the  fly. 


The  phosphates  now  becoming  assimikted  the  plants 
assume  the  hue  of  health  and  vigour,  and  spreading  a 
net-work  of  roots  through  the  dung  are  comparatively 
little  affected  by  the  most  lengtheDcd  drought,  eventually 
returning  the  heaviest  crop  which  the  nature  and  capabi- 
lities of  the  soil  permit  it  to  yield. 

The  earth  gives  its  increase  in  exact  proportion  to  the 
treatment  which  it  receives  from  the  husbandman,  as 
surely  as  the  animal  system  grows  and  strengthens  or 
becomes  stunted  and  enfeebled  in  accordance  with  the 
supply  of  food,  whether  sufficient  in  quantity  and 
rich  in  quality  or  the  contrary.  To  stint  the  supply 
of  manure,  therefore,  is  to  reduce  and  lower  at 
its  very  source  the  amount  of  available  plants, 
food ;  weakening  not  only  the  crop  to  which  it  is  immedi- 
ately applied,  but  every  succeeding  crop  of  the  rotation  ; 
rendering  the  young  plants  of  the  turnips,  &c.,  less  able 
to  stand  the  vicissitudes  of  the  weather ;  and  the  inavitabic 
result  to  the  farmer  is  a  heavy  pecuniary  loss.  The  actual 
expense  of  preparing  an  acre  of  land  for  green  crops  in 
first-class  style  is  not  so  very  much  greater  than  what  it 
coats  to  perform  the  same  operation  in  a  niggardly  or 
nigligent  manner;  the  small  sum  saved  bearing  no  com- 
parison to  the  superiority  and  extra  value  of  the  crop 
grown  on  the  land  which  has  been  properly  attended  to. 
To  manure  poorly  effects  no  reduction  on  rent,  taxation, 
or  labour  ;  aU  remain  exactly  the  same ;  and  the  whole 
difference  lies  in  the  value  of  a  few  loads  of  dung,  or  cwts. 
of  guano  or  superphosphates  to  each  acre.  The  additional 
expenditure  looks  so  small  when  this  view  of  the  matter 
is  taken,  that  it  appears  at  first  sight  rather  surprising 
there  should  be  so  much  land  put  out  of  hand  each  season 
imperfectly  nourished.  Such  a  very  apparent  mistake  can- 
not altogether  be  the  result  of  either  carelessness,  apathy, 
or  ignorance  on  the  part  of  agriculturists,  the  principal 
reason  we  believe  being  the  want  of  sufficient  capital  to 
embark  in  a  business  which  to  command  success  involves  a 
very  large  outlay. 

It  is  but  reasonable  to  suppose  that  there  are  few  men  who 
would  grudge  a  little  extra  expenditure  if  they  possessed 
the  cash,  when  they  are  perfectly  Well  aware  that  by  so 
doing  their  receipts  from  the  soil  thus  treated  wonld  be 
little  short  of  doubled,  and  on  some  land  even  more  than 
doubled. 

The  preparation  for  green  crop  commences  in  autumn, 
and  should  be  proceeded  with  immediately  on  the  removal 
of  the  com,  as  the  dryness  and  friability  of  the  soil  in 
September  and  October  offers  many  facilities  for  successful 
culture,  which  are  completely  lost  when  the  operation  is 
delayed  until  a  later  period.  Ease  in  working,  and  the 
destruction  of  weeds  by  the  sun,  which  is  still  powerful,  arc 
two  advantages  of  considerable  importance,  and  well  worthy 
of  a  little  attention  on  the  part  of  the  cultivator  to  secuie 
Land  worked  during  winter,  after  having  become  soddevi 
by  heavy  rains^  is  not  only  more  laborious  for  both  horses 
and  men  in  the  first  instance,  but  also  greatly  increases 
the  kbour  of  preparation  at  seed  time.  Not  only  is  money 
lost,  but  time,  at  the  busiest  season  of  the  whole  year,  anil 
in  catching  weather  the  delay  occasioned  by  giving  the 
extra  ploughing  or  grubbing,  according  to  the  implement 
used,  may  be  sufficient  to  lose  the  only  opportunity  af- 
forded for  getting  the  crop  in  seasonably ;  and  with  the 
land  in  good  condition,  it  is  now  almost  universally  con- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


18 


THE  FABMER'S  MAOAZIKB. 


ceded  by  agricalturigtB  that  the  grubber  is,  of  all  others, 
the  implement  most  suited  to  prepare  the  soil  for  the  re- 
ception of  green  crops.  When  powerfully  worked,  it  loosens 
the  soil  to  a  considerable  depth,  without  bringing  np  the 
poisonous  subsoil ;  by  its  peculiar  action,  the  whole  stra- 
tum of  earth  coming  under  its  influence  is  thoroughly 
broken  up  and  disintegrated,  and  all  roots  of  weeds  are 
loosened,  brought  to  the  surface,  separated  from  the  adher- 
ing soil,  submitted  to  the  sun's  heat,  and  finally  got  rid  of. 
There  is  now  such  a  wide  field  to  choose  from,  that  no 
difficulty  need  be  eiperienced  in  getting  a  form  of  grubber 
which  will  work  satisfactorily  on  any  kind  of  land,  and  if 
one  form  of  implement  has  an  advantage  over  another,  we 
think  that  it  more  especially  rests  with  the  mode  inwhich 
it  clears  itself  from  the  accumulated  soil,  weeds,  and  stub- 
ble. That  which  clears  itself  by  a  backward  movement  we 
consider  greatly  preferable  to  one  which  lifts  straight  up,  the 
former  disengaging  itself  much  quicker  and  more  effectu- 
ally than  the  latter,  and  with  less  exertion  on  the  part  of 
the  operator.  "Whatever  form  of  implement  may  be  se- 
lected there  is  one  essential  point  in  connection  with  the 
whole  of  them  when  they  come  to  be  used,  viz.,  the  ne- 
cessity of  having  the  motive  power  sufficiently  strong  to 
keep  np  a  considerable  rate  of  ^peed.  If  the  horses  are 
not  powerful  enough  to  keep  up  a  continuously  steady 
pull  much  of  the  advantage  that  might  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected from  the  operation  will  be  lost,  as  the  tines  will 
slip  through  the  ground  without  breaking  it  up,  and  the 
farmer  will  be  in  some  danger  of  condemning  the  whole 
system  as  futile  and  unsatisfactory  before  he  has  had  an  op- 
portunity of  being  able  to  judge  of  its  merits.  On 
land  of  moderate  texture,  four  strong  horses  will  usually 
be  sufficient,  but  if,  after  being  a  few  hours  at  it,  they 
appear  fagged  or  distressed,  a  fifth  should  be  added,  and 
continued  as  well  from  feelings  of  humanity  as  from 
motives  of  economy. 

The  extra  power  shows  at  once,  the  implement  now 
spinning  along,  smashing  up  and  displacing  the  soil 
thoroughly,  and  altogether  performing  the  work  with  so 
much  speed  and  efiiciency  as  to  much  more  than  compensate 
for  the  increased  expense.  When  five  horses  are  uAcd,  it 
is  more  convenient  to  put  three  abreast  in  front  with 
equalizing  bars,  the  draught  chain  getting  down  between 
the  pair  behind  so  as  to  be  attached  directly  to  the  head 
of  the  grubber.  A  mistake  is  sometimes  made  in  having 
the  tines  of  the  implement  so  light  in  substance  as  to 
render  it  utterly  unable  to  catch  such  a  hold  of  the  soil 
as  to  be  able  to  break  it  up  properly,  the  fault  seldom 
however  being  with  the  original  maker,  but  rather  through 
neglect  in  getting  them  rclaid  after  having  being  worn 
down  from  work.  They  ouglit  not  to  be  less  than  an 
inch  and  a  quarter  square,  and  worked  with  the  square 
side  to  the  front  instead  of  the  angle,  which  is  fequently 
done,  apparently  with  the  object  of  lessening  the  draught, 
which  probably  it  does,  but  the  work  in  that  case  is  not 
so  well  done.  When  the  grubber  is  powerfnily  horsed 
the  two  operations  of  broad-sharing  and  cultivating  may 
be  combined  and  both  objects  attained  to  perfection.  To 
do  this  it  is  quit^  unnecessary  to  use  the  broad  or  duck- 
footed  shares  usuaUy  affixed  when  the  eradication  of  weeds 
is  solely  desired.  We  look  upon  them  as  useless  incum- 
brances to  a  highly  valuable  implement,  and  quite  obsolete 
in  the  requirements  of  modern  agriculture. 

The  ordinary  grubbing  shares  sink  at  once  to  the  full 
depth,  are  not  so  liable  to  be  clogged,  materially  lighten 
the  labour  oa  the  horses,  and,  while  tearing  the  soil  to 
pieces,  shake  out  the  weeds  at  the  same  time  most  efi'ec- 
tnally.  A  cross  stroke  of  the  erubbcr,  mounted  in  this 
way,  will  render  the  land  both  mellow  and  clean,  the 
harrow  following  to  level  the  surface  and  spread  the  weeds 
to  the  sun's  iuflncnrc,  leaving  the  entire  field  ready  for 
the  plough.     One  furrow  will,  of  course,  be  amply  suffi- 


cient, the  land  being  so  well  softened  previously,  but 
however  soft  it  may  be  the  ploughing  should  not  be 
omitted,  as  it  is  of  great  service  in  burying  the  root«  of 
all  weeds  that  may  have  had  posseuion  of  the  soil,  and  by 
it  a  small  portion  of  fresh  sou  can  be  brought  up  to  be 
aerated  and  prepared  by  the  frosts  and  rains  of  winter  to 
enter  into  new  combinations  and  so  aid  in  the  growth  and 
healthy  development  of  future  crops. 

When  spring  comes  round,  and  a  commencement  ta 
made  to  prepare  the  land  for  the  seed,  the  good  effects  of 
autumn  cidture  become  at  once  apparent.  Assuming  that 
the  precaution  has  been  taken  of  working  only  when  the 
land  was  dry,  it  will  now  be  found  in  exactly  the  condition 
in  which  it  was  left  six  months  before,  dry,  friable,  soft, 
and  mellow,  and  above  all  as  thoroughly  free  from  root- 
weeds  as  if  such  things  had  never  had  existence  on  that 
field. 

On  most  lands  light  of  surface  the  plough  need  not 
now  be  used  at  all,  a  double  turn  of  the  grubber  being  all 
that  is  necessary  to  put  the  surface  in  fifst-rate  order  for 
drilling.  To  the  farmer  this  is  a  great  boon,  as  it  enables 
him  to  get  over  the  work  quickly,  saving  both  time  and 
labour.  This,  however,  is  but  the  least  of  the  advantages 
it  affords  him,  as  the  grubber  stirring  every  particle  of 
soil,  but  not  exposing  it  to  the  parching  influence  of  the 
sun,  enables  it  to  retain  the  winter  sap,  so  necessary  for 
the  rapid  and  even  germination  of  the  seed,  and  the  crop 
gets  a  start  which  in  some  seasons  it  will  keep  and  plainly 
show  during  the  entire  period  of  growth.  The  excessive 
and  unavoidable  evaporation  which  at  once  takes  place  ou 
knd  when  turned  ever  by  the  plough  in  spring  and  early 
summer,  ought  to  be  sufficient  inducement  to  all  formers 
holding  light  land  to  forego  its  use  as  much  as  possible, 
giving  the  grubber  the  preference  in  every  instance,  where 
the  business  in  hand  can  be  accomplished  by  it. 

The  roots  most  popular  with  agricullnrists  are  the 
mangel  and  turnip  as  cattle  food,  and  for  horses  the 
carrot  is  largely  grown  in  some  districts,  forming  a  very 
useful  article  of  diet.  By  its  use  a  considerable  saving  in 
com  is  effected,  and  being  in  season  during  the  most  of 
the  time  when  the  working  animals  of  the  farm  arc 
necessarily  very  much  restricted  to  dry  and  binding  food, 
a  daily  feed  of  this  root  aids  materially  in  preserving 
them  in  healthy  vigour.  We  restrict  ourselves  to  a  few 
leading  points  in  connection  with  the  uses  and  cultivation 
of  these  crops,  considering  that  when  successfully  grown 
they  put  the  farmer  in  possession  of  such  abundance  as  to 
render  him  quite  independent  of  any  other  source  for  his 
supply  of  green  winter  food.  With  white  turnips  and 
kindred  varieties  ready  for  use  by  the  first  of  September, 
the  yellows  and  swedes  following  in  succession,  and 
carrying  the  stock  on  to  the  middle  of  March  or  first 
week  in  April,  with  a  store  of  mangels  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  animals  kept,  house-feeding  can  be  sus- 
t^iined  with  ease  until  the  beginning  of  July,  leaving  but 
two  months  of  the  year  unprovided  for. 

Mamjel'Wurzely  when  the  conditions  for  its  growth  are 
favourble,  is,  from  its  extraordinary  keeping  qualities  and 
capability  of  returning  a  large  amount  of  produce,  a  great 
acquisition  to  the  large  stockholder.  A  benign  climate, 
strong  and  fertile  loam,  deep  culture,  thorough  pulveri- 
zation, and  abundant  manure  of  eood  quality,  arc  all 
essentials  for  complete  success ;  ana  when  combined,  so 
grateful  is  this  plant  for  kind  treatment,  that  sixty  tons, 
and  even  over  it  in  some  exceptionally  favourable  instances, 
may  be  raised  from  the  statute  acre.  On  medium  soils 
from  twenty-five  to  thirty  tons  constitutes  a  good  crop, 
and  to  have  the  latter  weight  the  treatment  must  be 
liberal.  With  but  ordinary  care  the  weight  per  acre  is 
from  twelve  to  twenty  tons  to  the  acre,  &  roots,  how- 
ever thick  they  may  be  in  the  ground,  weighing  but  little 
in  the  aggregate  wheu  of  small  size,   Such  a  light  crop  of 
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maogel  u  not  profitable,  and  the  swede  May  with  great 
propriety  be  sabsiitaied,  as  this  crop  on  light  land  will 
with  an  equal  expenditure  of  manure  give  better  results 
than  the  other.  There  is  now  a  larger  number  Of  varieties 
of  the  mangel  to  choose  from  than  there  was  formerly, 
Md  are  classed  as  "Long,"  "Intermediate,"  and 
"  Globe."  The  "  Improved  Long  Red,"  or  "  Elvetham," 
is  a  capital  variety  to  grow,  as  food  (br  milking  cows— hot 
imparting  soch  a  strong  taste  to  the  butter  as  some  of  the 
other  sorts.  To  be  grown  successfully  it  requires  rather 
a  deep  and  free  soil ;  yet,  with  abundant  manuring  it  can 
be  brought  to  a  large  weight  per  acre  on  soils  of  but  very 
moderate  quality.  The  "  Oraiige  Globe,"  and  the  "  Oval" 
of  the  same  colour,  are  both  excellent  varieties,  growing 
to  great  perfection  on  the  shallower  soils,  and  are  in  con- 
seqncncc  very  popular  with  agriculturists.  For  purely 
feeding  purposes  they  rather  excel  the  "Reds,^'  and 
snooecding  so  universally,  and  moreover  being  such 
sbondant  croppers,  are  yearly  rising  in  estimation. 

While  it  is  quite  possible  to  give  turnips  an  over-dose 
of  manure,  and  by  so  doing  ii^ure  their  feeding  and 
keeping  quaUtiea  to  a  very  serious  extent,  it  is  scarcely 
possible  to  do  the  same  to  mangel  wurzel,  roots  of  281bs. 
weight  when  split  open  being  as  sound  at  the  core  as 
specimens  of  half  that  size.  Its  capability  of  standing  a 
large  amount  of  forcing  on  rich  land,  and  with  rich 
mannre,  combined  with  its  well-known  iinmunity  from 
diaeaae,  render  it  doubly  valuable  to  farmers  who  are 
fortunate  enough  to  hold  land  of  first-class  quality,  such 
men  being  rendered  nearly  independent  of  sJl  other 
forage  crops.  If  necessary,  a  sufficient  quantity  can  be 
grown  to  serv^e  the  whole  year,  as  with  care  it  will  keep 
perfectly  sound  for  fifteen  months  after  being  lifted. 
Thirty  tons  of  well-rotted  fappy  farm-yard  dung,  with 
the  addition  of  7  cwt.  superphosphate,  or  its  equivalent 
ia  money-value  of  any  other  suitable  fertilizer,  will  in 
general  prove  an  excellent  dressing  for  a  statute  acre. 
Tlie  plant  being  able  to  assimilate  such  a  large  amount  of 
food,  oueht  to  be  a  strong  inducement  to  manure  heavily, 
a  few  extra  cwts.  of  portable  manure  paying  their 
own  cost  over  and  over  again,  by  the  increased 
weight  of  roots.  The  seed  may  be  sown  any  time,  from 
the  15th  of  April  to  the  same  time  in  May,  the  latter 
period  proving  quite  as  good  as  the  former,  when  the 
newly-planted  seed  is  favoured  with  seasonable  and  re- 
freshing showers.  The  true  seed  of  the  plant  being  con- 
tained within  a  capsule  of  rather  rough  exterior,  creates  a 
difficulty  in  delivering  it  regularly  wKen  attempted  to  be 
sown  by  the  ordinary  turnip  machines,  however  inge- 
niously they  may  be  arranged  or  altered  for  the  purpose. 
The  cup  of  the  corn-drill  lifting  it  up,  and  emptymg  into 
the  hopper  with  unvarying  regularity,  and  without  risk 
of  stoppage  from  the  seeds  clogging  together,  is  a  su- 
perior phi n  to  auy  of  those  that  force  it  through  a  hole  in 
the  side  of  the  seed-box,  with  the  aid  of  a  revolving 
spindle  or  brush.  Those  who  possess  a  corn-drill  can 
manage  easily,  whether  grown  in  drills  or  on  the  flat,  and 
save  themselves  both  trouble  and  annoyance,  the  time  re- 
qaired  for  the  actual  sowing  of  the  seed  being  scarcely 
worth  mentioning.  When  a  few  acres  only  are  grown, 
they  may  be  dibbled  or  sown  in  a  continuous  line,  in  a 
rot  formed  bv  the  coulter  of  the  turnip  machine,  a  little 
earth  being  drawn  over  them  before  rolling.  Either  plan 
does  very  well  for  small  occupations,  and  is  much  better 
than  trying  to  manage  with  the  turnip-sower,  which  leads 
only  to  disappointment.  From  four  to  six  pounds  of 
■eed  is  ample  to  secure  a  good  braird,  with  sufficient 
plant ;  but  as  there  is  sometimes  a  difficulty  in  doing 
this,  many  farmers  sow  from  eight  to  ten  pounds  to  the 
acre  when  using  the  machine.  The  mangel  is  very 
■Qsceptible  of  frost,  and  in  consequence  should  be  lifted 
pviy,  the  occorrencp  of  sharp  frosta  eari^  in  If ovember 


acting  as  a  warhlng  to  Hore,  if  )>088ible,  about  the  first 
week  of  that  month.  Frosted  mangels  are  not  only  un- 
wholesome, but,  as  our  readers  have  lately  had  cdnvincing 
jiroof,  absolutely  poisonous,  to  shebp  and  cattle.  A  strong 
effort  should  be  made  to  store  ih  time,  and  to  cover  up  in 
such  a  Way  as  to  render  them  impervious  to  the  severest 
frosts.: 

Although  mangel-wurzel  enablel  c6ws  to  give  a  large 
supply  of  milk,  it  is  of  a  poorer  quality  than  when  they 
are  turnip-fed,  and  not  nearly  sb  productive  of  cream. 
The  butter  made  f^om  it  has  also  a  slightly  acrid  taste, 
not  so  ^werfVil  as  that  of  tttr''>ips  perhaps,  but  much 
more  difficult  wholly  to  remove,  or  even  to  obviate  to  a 
passable  degree.  The  thinness  of  the  milk,  when  wholly 
mangel-fed,  and  this  unpleasant  taste,  make  it  imperative 
to  feed  with  bran,  grains,  crushed  com,  or  a  portion  of  cake 
during  the  whole  time  this  root  is  being  used  with  milch 
cows.  Farm-horses  eat  it  with  great  apparent  relish, 
and  thrive  well  on  it ;  and  by  its  use  a  moderate  saving 
in  oats  can  be  effected.  When  grated  and  mixed  with 
chopped  hay,  a  very  agreeable  and  appetising  mess  is 
formed,  both  filling  and  nourishing,  and  highly  conducive 
to  the  health  of  the  animals.  If  mting  is  objected  to  on 
the  score  of  extra  trouble,  the  whole  roots,  thrown  into 
the  feeding-box  with  the  cut  hay,  do  almost  equally  well, 
the  saliva  of  the  horse  and  abundant  sap  of  the  root  itself 
moistening  the  chaff  abundantly. 

The  Carroty  on  soils  favourable  to  the  growth  of  this 
root,  becomes  the  crop,  of  all  others,  capable  of  j  cturning 
the  largest  amount  of  cash  to  the  grower.  This  can  be 
accomplished  by  liberal  treatment,  and  to  some  extent 
adopting  the  garden  culture  of  the  plant — viz.,  by  lessen- 
ing the  distance  between  the  rows,  and  using  hand  in- 
stead  of  horse  labour  for  stirring  the  intervening  spaces 
and  keeping  down  weeds.  In  this  way  a  very  krge  crop 
can  be  obtained ;  and,  carrots  always  bearing  a  much 
higher  value  than  mangels  or  turnips,  the  money  that 
may  be  realised  from  an  acre  is  something  enormous. 

With  the  usual  field  culture,  the  drills  being  28  inches 
apart,  12  tons  of  white  Belgian  carrots  may  be  regarded 
as  a  very  fair  crop,  and  16  tons  as  a  really  good  one. 
Supposing  them  to  be  sold  at  40s.  a  ton,  from  £24  to 
£30  will  thus  b«  realised  from  an  acre,  either  sum  being 
considerable,  and  certainly  quite  sufficient  to  clear  all  the 
expenses  of  cultivation  and  leave  a  handsome  profit  be- 
sides. The  carrot  delights  in  a  deep  sandy  loam  ;  but  on 
most  soils  of  average  character,  provided  they  are  fresh 
and  moderately  free  from  stones,  it  may  be  grown  very 
successfully.  It  is  pretty  generally  considered  that  the 
manure  for  carrots  should  be  placed  on  the  land  and 
ploughed  in  late  in  autumn  or  beginning  of  winter  to 
ensure  its  decay,  and  thereby  prevent  it  from  interrupting 
the  growth  of  the  roots  or  making  them  fork,  which  is 
very  injurious,  and  lightens  the  crop  to  a  serious  extent. 
Although  good  in  theory,  this  method  is  apt  to  be  trouble- 
some in  practice,  and  its  advantages  can  be  fully  met  by 
turning  the  dung  which  is  to  be  applied  to  them  a  couple 
of  times  so  as  to  have  it  well  rotted  before  being  put  in 
the  drills,  and  all  danger  fVom  injury  may  be  thus  com- 
pletely obviated.  The  ground  should  be  well  worked  and 
rendered  as  friable  as  possible  for  this  crop,  as  the  young 
plants  are  rather  delicate  in  the  earlier  stages  of  their 
growth.  A  little  extra  attention  in  this  way  will  be  well 
repaid  by  the  superiority  of  the  roots  when  they  come  to 
be  lifted.  From  four  to  five  pounds  of  seed  is  ample  for 
an  acre;  there  is  not  the  slightest  advantage  to>e  gained 
in  giving  more,  as  it  only  adds  to  the  labour  of  thinning, 
and,  even  with  the  quantity  named,  there  will  be  a  super- 
abundance of  plants  if  the  necessary  cjuditions  for  ensur- 
ing a  successful  hit  have  been  attended  to.  Mixing  with 
damp  sand  for  a  week  or  ten  days  previous  to  sowing 
(fastens  genrnpfttionj  and  enables  the  distribution  of  the 
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leeds  to  be  effeeted  with  regdarity  and  conveniently. 
There  is  no  necessity  for  using  a  machine  when  sowing 
cairot  seed,  as  an  active  man  will  aow  it  nearly  as  fast  as 
he  can  wdk,  after  a  very  little  practice,  and  so  evenly 
that  not  a  single  blank  will  be  found  in  the  rows  when  it 
appears  on  the  surface.  As  soon  as  it  can  be  done  with 
safety,  the  hoe  should  be  brought  into  requisition,  as  much 
to  break  whatever  crust  may  have  formed  as  to  check  the 
growth  of  annual  weeds  ;  for  both  reasons  this  operation 
shonld  not  be  neglecled.  The  thinning  of  carrots  requires 
to  be  gone  about  with  some  judgment,  as  what  might 
otherwise  have  been  a  capital  crop  may  easily,  by  injudi- 
cious and  untimely  thinning,  turn  out  an  almost  total 
failure.  It  should  not  be  attempted  until  the  plants  have 
attained  considerable  strength;  and,  however  urgently 
they  may  appear  to  require  thinning,  it  should  never  be 
done  in  dry  weather.  The  pulling  up  of  the  plants  opens 
the  soil  for  the  admission  of  air  and  heat  to  the  yet  weak 
and  tender  rootlets,  and  this,  combined  with  the  loosening 
of  the  soil,  gives  them  a  check  at  the  most  critical  period 
of  their  growth,  which  the  most  favourable  weather  after- 
wards  is  seldom  able  to  overcome.  Again,  when  the 
carrot  is  thinned  early,  it  is  extremely  apt  to  be  cut  by 
the  wireworm — ^an  enemy  which  it  altogether  escapes 
when  the  season  is  a  little  advanced.  We  prefer  delaving 
this  important  operation  even  as  late  as  the  first  week  in 
August,  if  July  happens  to  be  a  very  dry  month  and 
affords  no  chance  of  a  few  days  of  moist  or  wet  weather, 
the  result  invariably  being  a  good  crop,  the  plant  having 
still  three  months  to  mature  and  perfect  its  growth. 
Unless  on  land  highly  favourable  to  the  growth  of  this 
crop,  the  plants  need  not  be  set  farther  apart  than  from 
four  to  six  inches,  the  best  roots  being  frequently  those 
that  are  close  to,  or,  in  fact,  crushing  each  other.  When 
grown  solely  for  home  consumption  the  usual  application 
of  the  carrot  is  as  food  for  the  farm-horse,  a  daily  feed 
saving  com  and  gives  a  fine  gloss  to  the  skin,  besides 
keeping  the  animals  in  good  condition.  From  14  to 
Silos,  in  a  single  feed  is  a  liberal  allowance,  anything 
over  the  latter  quantity  being  apt  to  affect  the  kidneys 
and  induce  excessive  stiding.  They  may  be  given  grated 
or  cut  into  strips,  but  there  is  no  danger  in  giving  them 
whole,  and  il  saves  trouble. 

In  giving  carrots  to  milch  cows,  the  only  recom- 
mendation they  have  is  the  absence  of  all  unpleasant 
taste  in  the  butter,  as  the  milk  is  neither  so  abundant  in 
quantity  nor  so  rich  in  quality  as  that  obtained  from 
turnip-feeding.  Some  years  ago  we  instituted  a  series  of 
experiments  with  different  roots,  the  whole  extending 
over  a  period  of  about  four  months,  and  the  conclusion 
we  came  to  after  such  a  lengthened  trial  was  exactly  that 
which  we  have  here  recorded.  In  storing  the  carrot, 
from  four  to  five  feet  is  wide  enough  for  the  pits,  tapering 
to  a  point  at  the  height  of  about  four,  the  whole  neatly 
thatched  and  bound  tightly  down,  no  other  covering 
being  required,  frost  doing  it,  apparently,  no  material 
injury.  When  stored  dry,  and  thatched  so  as  to  be  im- 
pervious to  rain,  the  roots  will  keep  good  for  six  months. 

The  Turnip. — This  plant  grows  freely  in  most  soils. 
Even  heavy  clays  can  be  made  to  produce  good  crops, 
when  improved  by  drainage  and  subsoiling ;  and  on  this 
account  it  is  regarded  by  all  farmers  as  their  principal 
mainstay  for  the  supply  of  winter  food.  It  is  brought 
to  greatest  perfection  on  light  friable  soils,  and  delights  in 
a  warm  and  rather  moist  climate.  These  favourable  con- 
ditions being  available,  it  remains  with  the  farmer  himself 
to  ensure  complete  success  by  adding  an  enlightened 
system  of  cultivation  and  liberal  treatment.  In  the 
spring  preparation  of  the  soil  for  this  crop  it  is  highly 
essential  that  it  should  be  made  exceedingly  fine  before 
the  seed  is  sown,  as  it  is  thus  brought  into  close  con- 
nection with  the  seed,  moisture  is  retained,  and  germi- 


nation hastened.    The  gritty  fineness  attained  by   me- 
chanical  means  is  altogether  different  from  the  soft,  velvety 
tilth  which  is  the  result  of  autumn  culture  and  timely 
exposure  to  atmospheric  influence ;  and  every  effort  should 
be  made  to  have  the  land  in  this  condition  at  the  period 
of  sowing.    Long  strawy  dung  is  not  suitable  for  placing 
in  the  drills,  as  it  keeps  the  soil  too  loose  and    open, 
admits  air  and  light,  and  in  every  way  exercises  an  in- 
jurious influence  on  the  plants  iu  the  earlier  stages   of 
their  growth.     In  general,  one  turning  will  be  sufficient 
to  secure  the  necessarv  amount  of  decomposition  in  the 
farmyard  manure,  and  when  applied  to  the  land  in   a 
state  of  fermentation,  the  heat  evolved  during  the  further 
progress  of  putrefaction  must  to  some  extent  raiae  the 
temperature  of  the  soil,  and  thereby  hasten  germination. 
Unlike  the  mangel,  the  turnip  will  not  bear  an  unlimited 
amount  of  forcing,  the  bulbs  decaying  in  immense  quan- 
tities when  forced  beyond  a  certain  point  by  too  lai^e  a 
supply  of  manure,  or  when  grown  on  very  rich  land. 
On  ordinary  land,  however,  they  are  seldom  overdone, 
more  frequently  suffering  from  insufficient  nourishmeut 
than  from  too  great  a  quantity.     A  one-horse  load  of 
dung,  weighing  say  12  cwts.,  divided  into  three  heaps, 
each  heap  Ifi^fl.  apart,  the  whole  spread  ofcr  seven  drills, 
amounts  to  as  nearly  as  possible  53  loads  to  the  statute 
acre,  a  quantity  of  manure  when  of  good  qiuility  able, 
with  the  assistance  of  a  little  portable  manure,  to  grow  a 
splendid  crop    of    turnips,     fione  superphosphate  is  a 
capital  auxiliary  to  the  dung,  and  will  always  pay  for 
it^f  by  the  rapidity  with  which  it  pushes  on  the  young 
pknts,  hastening  their  development  into  the  rough  leaf, 
and  greatly  lessening  the  danger  from  fly.     For  the  latter 
purpose  nothing  can  be  better  than  Peruvian  guano,  bat 
the  very  high  price   which  must  now  be  paid  for  it 
amounts  almost  to  prohibition,  and  actually  compels  far- 
mers to  look  out  for  cheaper  substitutes,  however  favour- 
ably they  may  view  the  article  as  a  high  class  fertilizer. 
Superphosphates' have  the  very  important  advantage  over 
guano  that  ^they  are,  as  sent  out  by  the  best  houses,  in- 
variably worth  considerably  more   iu  net  cash  than  is 
charged  by  the  manufacturer,  a  fact  which  consumers  are 
by  no  means  disposed  to  overlook.     With  the  amount  -of 
dung  we  have  indicated,  5  cwt.  of  superphosphate,  costing 
at  present  quotations  828.  6d.,  forms  a  very  liberal  dress- 
ing for  an  acre.     No  preparation  is  required  further  than 
to  pass  through  a  fine  riddle,  break  the  lumps  and  apply 
to  the  land.     Mixing  with  decayed  vegetable  monld,  as 
used  to  be  done  with  excellent  effect  when  guano  was 
largely  used,  is  not  now  necessary,  the  auxiliary  mannres 
now  in  vogue  being  bulkier  and  easier  distributed.   When 
spread  over  the  dung  it  will  be  quite  near  enough  the 
surface,  the  coulter  of  the  machine  sinking  so  deep  as  to 
all  but  lay  the  seed  on  the  top  of  it.     Some  care  is  neces- 
sarv in  reversing  the  drills,  not  to  lay  on  too  much  earth, 
as  in  that  case  the  plants  must  struggle  for  weeks  before 
the  roots  can  reach  the  food  which  luis  been  placed  under- 
neath, and  on  the  other  hand  it  is  highly  necessary  that 
a  thin  covering  of  soil  should  be  over  the  manure  to  re- 
tain the  moisture,  and  to  prevent  the  dung  from  being 
torn  up  by  the  operation  of  sowing,  always  a  most  un- 
sightly thing,  and   to   some   extent  a  loss  of  material. 
Varioub  opinions  are  held  as  to  the  quantity  of  seed  most 
desirable  to  sow  to  an  acre,  many  advocating  thick  sow- 
ing on  the  ground  of  securing  immunity  from  the  attacks 
of  insects,  considering  that  when  a  thick  plant  is  ob- 
tained as  many  may  possibly  escape  as  will  stock  the 
ground,  however  numerous  may  be  their  enemies.    This 
object,  however,  is  not  always  attained,  and  when  it 
happens  that  the  plants  get  on  without  a  check  they 
wodcen  each  other,  the  roots  becoming  intertwined,  and 
the  trouble  of  thinning  is  greatly  increased  unless  it  is 
done  very  early,  a  probabiBty  which  cannot  always  be 
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eakaUted  on.  "We  consider  S^lbs.  to  tbe  statate  acre 
ample  seedinic  aind  a  machine  that  will  sow  a  thin  unin- 
tempted  line  la  a  very  ralnable  one  to  the  farmer.  The 
one  which  was  awarded  a  silver  medal  last  year  at  the 
3Iu(*hester  show  seems  to  overcome  this  difficulty 
better  than  any  that  has  yet  come  nnder  ou  notice.  The 
seed  conveyed  to  the  down  pipe  by  the  revolution  of  a 
grooved  cylinder  poors  down  in  an  uninterrupted  stream 
without  the  slightest  risk  or  chance  of  failure,  and  the 
amoQDt  per  acre  can  be  regulated  with  the  greatest  nicety. 
The  minimom  quantity  of  seed  being  used,  the  thinning 
process  is  wonderfully  accelorated,  and  the  plants  from 
having  acquired  a  hardiness  of  habit  and  suffering  no  in- 
jory  Jtom  the  earth  being  disturbed  about  them  push 
00  without  the  slightest  check. 

The  seed-time  of  the  turnip  varies  very  much  in  dif> 
ferent  climates  and  soils,  the  first  week  of  May  being 
perfectly  safe  on  heavy  land  wherever  situated,  and  the 
15th  of  June  not  too  late  on  light  land  in  southern  dis- 


tricts enjoying  a  genial  climate.  If  too  early  sown  far 
south  they  are  extremely  apt  to  mildew  early  in  the  sea- 
son, become  affected  with  dry  rot,  and  keep  over  the 
winter  badly.  The  very  opposite  is  the  case  as  we  go 
north,  early  sowing  being  necessary  to  ensure  success, 
both  as  to  obtaining  a  large  crop  and  having  the  roots 
sound  and  of  good  keeping  quality. 

The  after-culture  consists  in  keeping  the  surface  well 
stirred  by  both  hand  and  horse-hoes  until  it  can  no  longer 
be  done  without  injury  to  the  roots  and  foliage,  fiy 
strict  attention  to  this  material  point  all  the  advantages 
of  a  bare  fallow  are  secured,  and  a  valuable  crop  besides. 
We  have  set  no  stress  on  the  eradication  of  weeds,  con- 
sidering that  if  the  land  has  been  properly  and  season- 
ably prepared,  and  the  drill  culture  begun  sufficiently 
early,  they  will  never  succeed  in  getting  a  firm  hold ;  so 
that  the  mere  cleaning  of  the  soil  becomes  a  matter 
so  easv  and  simple  as  to  be  altogether  unworthy  of  serious 
consideration. 


STERILITY    IN    SOILS. 


At  the  last  monthly  meeting  of  the  Hexham  Farmers'  Club, 
Mr.  H.  U.  GoDDAKD  said :  Of  course,  th<^  terms  fertility  and 
iatertility  are  only  relative ;  at  different  times  aod  in  different 
pUees  their  signification  may  alter  much,  and  therefore  it  may 
be  necessary  just  to  state  the  meaning  we  wish  to  place  upon 
them.  Simply,  and  without  attempting  a  laboured  definition, 
a  soil  may  be  said  to  be  unfertile  when  its  produce  is  below  an 
average,  even  when  ordinary  care  has  been  bestowed  upon 
it  in  preparing  it  for  and  in  getting  in  the  seed.  The 
caiiaes  of  infertility  may  be  divided  into  two  classes :  those 
that  are  natural  and  those  that  result  from  the  oonrse 
of  management,  or  rather  mismanagement,  pursued. 
Among  ihe  natural  causes  of  infertility  we  shall  find  some 
that  at  first  sight  we  should  say  were  beyond  our  power 
to  remedy — aitaation  as  influencing  the  climate,  for  instance ; 
bat  it  is  surprising  how  much  climatic  influences  may  be  mo- 
dified. We  often  hear  complaints  of  the  lateness  of  a  district 
rrtardbg  the  ripening  of  the  corn,  until  autumn  weather  ren- 
ders the  harvest  precarious  and  spoils  the  quality  of  the  grain. 
Highlying  land  may  be  protected  and  materially  sheltered  by 
plantations  judiciously  placed,  but  the  effect  that  high  farming 
slonc  has  is  wonderful.  I  was  over  an  estate  some  time  since, 
tad  bad  frequent  opportunity  of  observing  two  farms— one  lay 
ia  a  hollow  slightly  falling  to  the  south,  and  sheltered  on  all 
sides ;  the  other  consisted  of  poorer  land,  over  100  feet  higher, 
sod  with  a  much  worse  aspect.  Any  one  would  have  classed 
the  first  as  an  early  and  the  other  as  a  late  farm ;  the  latter 
was  taken  in  hand  by  the  proprietor,  well  farmed,  and  the  qpm 
topMlressed  ;  the  other  was  badly  farmed,  and  the  consequence 
was  they  changed  pUces,  and  the  corn  was  safely  stacked  on 
the  expoeed  land ;  while  on  the  other  it  was  still  standing  in 
the  field.  Again,  the  temperature  of  a  dutrict  will  be  affected 
by  the  rainfall  and  by  the  facilities  existing  for  passing  the 
▼Iter  off  the  land  ;  undrsined  land,  where  the  water  is  re- 
tained by  beds  or  bands  of  clay,  and  rendered  stagnant,  will  be 
found  colder  than  the  same  will  be  when  properly  drained.  In 
both  these  particulars  large  woods  or  forests  have  an  injurious 
effeet ;  they  both  increase  the  rainfall  of  the  district  and  pre- 
Teat  the  water  from  evaporating  from  the  surface,  or  being 
carried  off  by  the  wind.  Cases  have  been  recorded  where 
spriags,  never  known  to  have  failed,  have  become  dry  when 
ttighbonring  plantations  hare  been  removed,  and  have  re- 


mained so  until  a  fresh  growth  has  covered  the  land.  The  re- 
moval of  large  forests  is  calculated  to  make  a  countzy  both 
warmer  and  drier,  and  for  this  reason  in  naturally  humid 
climates  much  wood  is  not  a  thing  to  be  desired.  Other  natu- 
ral causes  of  infertility  nmy  be  found  in  the  soil  itself,  and  be- 
fore passing  to  these  it  nmy  be  as  well  just  to  glance  at  ita 
composition  and  functions.  We  know  that  the  soil  is  the 
source  from  which  plants  derive  all  their  inorganic  or  mineral 
as  well  as  a  portion  of  their  organic  constituents,  and  therefore 
what  we  find  in  the  plant  we  may  rest  assnred  of  finding  in 
the  soil.  The  ashes  of  all  pbnts  seem  to  contain  variable 
qnantites  of  the  following  substances:  Potaah,  soda,  lime, 
magnesia,  oxide  of  iron,  silica,  phosphoric  acid,  sulphuric  acid, 
and  chlorine,  all  being  found  in  compounds  more  or  less  com- 
plex, none  of  them  being  uncombined.  Now,  by  careful  ex- 
periment it  has  been  found  that  plants  cannot  thrive  if  any 
one  of  these  substances  be  wanting  in  the  soil,  and  conse- 
quently that  a  soil  cannot  bear  a  productive  crop,  unless  all 
the  constituents  wanted  by  the  plant  are  present  in  snfiicient 

?uantity  and  in  such  a  form  that  the  plant  can  absorb  them, 
'otash,  for  instance,  might  exist  in  the  soil  in  the  form  of  fel- 
snar  or  mica,  but  not  being  present  in  a  soluble  form,  the 
plant  would  not  derive  any  benefit.  Thus  we  see  that  it  is  not 
merely  necessary  that  all  the  constituents  of  the  pUmt 
should  exist  in  the  soil,  but  also  that  they  should  exist 
in  an  available  form ;  and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  analy- 
sis cannot  give  ns  always  a  correct  idea  of  the  compara- 
tive fertility  or  infertility  of  a  soil;  for,  though  it  will 
reveal  the  al»ence  of  any  substance,  it  cannot  always 
show  whether  they  are  present  in  such  a  form  that  the  plant 
can  make  nse  of  them.  We  see,  then,  two  causes  which  might 
render  an  otherwise  fertile  soil  unlertile— viz.,  the  absence,  or 
the  compfarative  absence  of  some  necessary  constituent,  or  its 
presence  in  an  unavailable  form.  Again,  infertility  may  be  due, 
not  to  a  deficiency  of  anything,  but  to  the  presence  of  some- 
thing in  the  soil  which  has  an  injurious  influence  upon  vege- 
tation. If  or^nic  matter  bo  present  in  an  active  state  of 
decomposition,  it  prevents  the  healthy  growth  of  plants,  and 
vegctanle  acids  are  produced,  which  often  liave  a  most  inju- 
rious effect ;  these  are  often  found  inhmd,  where  an  excess  of 
water  keeps  the  air  from  permeating  it.  Decaying  matter  ab- 
sorbs oxygen,  and  for  this  cause  a  Urge  quantity  of  it  is  not 
a  desirable  thing.  Iron,  too,  present  in  its  lowest  form  of 
combination  with  oxygen  has  a  very  deleterious  effect,  and  it 
is  often  found  in  peaty  soils,  or  m  a  subsoil  of  blue  clay. 
Things  of  this  sort  may  often  be  noticed  in  soils  which  have 
been  newly  broken  up.    I  saw  a  crop  of  oats  kst  year  upon  a 
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manh  a4iouuDg  the  Thames,  the  larsMt  I  erer  saw ;  plenty  of 
the  straw  was  nearlv  the  size  of  mv  little  finger,  whereas  the 
year  before,  the  flela  being  fresh  ploughed  out,  the  oats  had 
completely  failed.  This  might  be  due  to  the  presence  of  some 
deleterious  substance}  which  disappeard  when  the  soil  was  laid 
open  to  the  action  of  the  air.  In  cases  of  this  sort  lime  seems 
to  be  of  great  benefit ;  it  neutralises  any  oi^ganic  adds  which 
may  exist  in  the  soil,  and  it  assists  the  decomposition  of  vege- 
table matter,  and  with  efficient  tillage  generally  succeeds  in 
removing  these  injurious  substances.  But  one  thing  which 
mav  be  said  more  than  any  other  to  affect  the  fertility  of  a  soil 
is  the  presence  of  stagnant  water,  no  matter  whether  it  comes 
from  above  or  rises  from  below,  and  this  from  many  reasons. 
The  temperature  of  the  soil  is  cooled,  not  only  by  the  constant 
evaporation  from  its  surface,  and  the  growth  of  the  plant 
retarded,  but  all  the  pores  of  the  soil  being  filled,  the  atmos- 
phere has  not  the  power  to  penetrate  to  act  upon  the  sub- 
stances there,  and  prepare  them  for  plant  food.  It  not  only 
acts  directly  as  a  poison  on  the  plant,  but,  by  keeping  out  the  air, 
tends  to  promote  the  increase  of  protoxide  of  iron  and  organic 
acids.  The  herbage  found  upon  wet  grass  land  is  sufficiently 
characteristic.  On  tiUase  lands  the  furrows,  often  bare,  or  at 
best  covered  with  spindly  corn,  show  the  injury  produced; 
but  who  can  estimate  the  barm  done  by  workmg  such  land  in 
a  wet  state,  as  is  often  almost  neeessanr,  or  the  amount  of 
manure  wasted  by  its  being  washed  off  the  land?  Land 
naturally  fertile  may  be  rendered  unproductive  by  over- 
cropping ;  all  that  is  readilv  avaikble  for  the  use  of  the  pliant 
may  thus  be  removed,  but  the  soil  itself  aids  and  assists  those 
who  give  it  an  opportunity  to  recover.  The  soil  is  not  a  dead, 
inert  mass,  as  we  are  apt  to  think ;  it  is  highly  complex  in  its 
structure,  and  its  insoluble  parts  are  perpetually  being  acted 
upon  by  atmospheric  and  other  causes,  which  prepare  them 
for  the  plant.  Tillage,  besides,  being  necessary  in  suiting  the 
mechanical  condition  of  the  soil  for  the  reception  of  the  crop 
we  destine  for  it,  is  thus  instrumental  in  preparing  its  nourish- 
ment, by  enabling  the  air  to  gain  access  to  all  its  pores,  and  to 
effect  those  chemical  changes  which  are  necessary.  Too  much 
importance  cannot  be  pUced  upon  all  tillage  operations  being 
eflicieutly  carried  out.  We  sometimes  find  land  wornout  by  over- 
cropping, possessing  a  good  depth  of  soil  which  has  never  been 
turned  over.  Deep  ploughing  brings  this  to  the  surfiice.  it  be- 
comes mixed  with  the  impoverished  soil,  and  materially  assists 
in  its  improvement.  lime,  too,  may  advantageoualy  be  applied 
to  land  in  tliis  state ;  it  seems  to  act  upon  the  constituents  of 
the  soil,  and  helps  to  render  them  available  for  tlie  use  of  the 
plant.  Thus  we  may  say  that  it  assists  the  soil  to  elaborate 
from  itself  what  otherwise  we  should  have  to  bestow.  I  have 
heard  of  land  being  overlimed,  and  can  easily  imagine  where  it 
has  been  oontinnouslv  applied  and  then  discontinued  that  the 
soil  would  feel  the  lack  of  the  stimulus  it  gave,  unless  sup* 
ported  by  an  increased  supply  of  manure.  But  this  should  be 
no  argument  against  the  application  of  lime ;  for  by  increas- 
ing the  crops  it  gives  the  material  for  the  manufacture  of  that 
manure  which  is  necessary  to  sustain  the  land  at  its  increased 
standard  of  fertility.  Ham  and  dew  have  a  great  influence, 
and  a  considerable  manurial  value.  In  their  fall  the^r  bring 
with  them  from  the  air  ammonia  and  nitric  acid,  wluch  are 
absorbed  by  the  soil  of  a  clayey,  loamy,  or  peaty  character. 
The  quantity,  though  not  krgc  in  itself,  yet  becomes  important 
when  we  consider  the  amount  of  rain  and  dew  constantly  fill- 
ing ;  and  the  effect  upon  the  crop  of  any  nitrogenous  manure 
we  all  know.  They  bring  with  them,  too,  carbonic  acid  ab- 
sorbed from  the  air,  and  many  things  insoluble  in  pure  water 
are  thus  to  a  certain  extent  made  soluble.  Water  charged 
with  carbonic  acid  in  contact  with  bone  earth  or  insoluble 
phosphate  of  lime  can  even  take  a  portion  of  this  into  solution. 
Drainage  is,  I  think,  the  first  improvement  on  poor  and  wet 
lands,  and  not  merely  for  the  reasons  stated  above,  but  because 
so  much  manure  is  wasted  or  washed  away  when  applied  to 
land  undraincd.  Draining  is  necessarily  an  expensive  process, 
and  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  do  it  thoroughly,  so  as 
to  avoid  any  risk  of  havinsr  to  do  it  over  again.  I  have  seen  a  great 
deal  of  drainage  renderea  infficient  by  attempting  to  keep  in 
the  old  furrows,  which  are  seldom  at  regular  distances,  often 
varying  from  8  or  10  to  14  yards.  Out&Ils  are  often  left  in 
such  an  unprotected  state  that  they  become  stopped,  and  a 
great  portion  of  the  labour  and  expense  rendered  useless. 
Every  fanner  should,  for  his  own  interest,  see  that  they  are 
gone  through  at  least  once  a  year.    Babbits  frequently  enter 


them  when  not  grated.  Last  summer  on  one  farm  I  had  three 
main  drains  taken  up  stopped  m  this  way.  There  are  great 
varieties  of  soils ;  we  speak  of  clayey,  sand^,  peaty  soils,  and 
there  are  endless  modifications  of  these.  Either  of  them  pure 
would  be  absolutely  unfertile,  not  merely  from  its  chemical, 
but  from  its  mechanical  oondition.  Nothing  could  thrive  in 
an  absolutely  pure  day,  even  if  it  possessed  aU  that  the  plant 
required ;  we,  therefore,  endeavour  to  modify  soils  which  con- 
tain an  overwhehning  amount  of  either  day,  sand,  or  peat  by 
the  admixture  of  what  will  alter  its  texture  and  improve  its 
composition.  There  are  soils  so  suited  as  to  have  the  meana 
for  improving  them  in  close  proximity.  The  poor  sandy 
land  of  Norfolk  has  been  wonderfully  improved  through  the 
application  of  the  marl,  which  lay  almost  close  to  the  snrfooe, 
and  this  has  been  used  to  an  enormous  extent  through  Kent, 
Berkshire,  Lincolnshire,  and  Cheshire;  in  &ct,  wherever  the 
marl  was  to  be  found,  and  tlie  soil  seemed  to  repay  it  applica- 
tion. Peat  land  in  Lincolnshire  has  been  thus  improved, 
trenches  being  dug,  sometimes  to  considerable- depth,  and  the 
subsoil  laid  upon  the  surface.  Perhaps  the  most  wonderful 
instance  of  the  improvement  of  a  barren  soil  took  place  in  tlie 
north  of  Scotland,  on  the  estate  of,  I  think,  the  Marquia  of 
Tweeddale.  The  soil  was  a  usdess  peat.  The  proprietor  hav- 
ing discovered  a  good  soil  underneath,  made  caiuls  thoroughly 
intersecting  the  land ;  into  tiiese  the  peat  was  thrown  and 
floated  away,  and  the  productive  soil  was  rendered  available 
for  cultivation.  No  matter  how  fertile  a  soil  may  be,  it  cannot 
be  continually  cropped  without  adequate  manuring,  and  it  is 
of  great  importance  that  all  land  should  be  provided  with  suffi- 
cient and  suitable  accommodation  for  the  manufacture  of  ma- 
nure. The  position  of  the  kud  with  regard  to  obtaining  ma- 
nures from  other  sources  has  a  neat  effect  upon  the  degree  of 
fertility  to  which  it  will  be  raised.  Proximity  to  a  lan»  town, 
or  direct  and  speedy  communication  with  one,  afforos  great 
opportunity  for  improvement.  Perhaps  there  never  was  a 
time  when  greater  fadlities  were  available  for  making  improve- 
ments general.  The  theory  and  practice  of  draining  is  better 
understood,  we  have  more  effident  implements  of  tillage,  while 
steam  is  lending  her  mighty  power  to  enable  us  to  plough  and 
to  subsoil  in  a  way  which  could  not  before  be  done.  Supplies 
of  manure  are  now  being  brought  from  the  other  side  or  the 
world  to  take  the  place  of  wliat  is  not  returned  to  the  soil. 
Never  was  there  a  greater  amount  of  attention  bestowed  upon 
this  sulgect,  not  merely  in  obtaining  from  abroad,  but  in  manu- 
facturing at  home.  We  hear  of  refuse  from  our  mann&cto- 
ries  of  ul  sorts  being  brought  to  the  aid  of  agriculture,  while 
even  the  primeval  ocean  seems  to  be  rendering  up  its  deposits. 
The  potash  which  is  largely  obtained  from  the  salt  mines  of 
Germany  must  have  been  deposited  there  "from  the  sea,  to 
which  it  had  been  carried  down  in  the  constant  washings  from 
the  land.  Thus  we  see  that  we  derive  benefit  from  what  was 
robbed  from  the  ancient  lands,  and  we  know  not  what  changes 
may  yet  taJte  place  to  render  available  for  future  generations 
the  vast  quantity  of  alluvium  and  sewage  constantiy  being  car- 
ried to  the  sea.  Geologists  hold  that  the  same  causes  which 
have  resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  land  we  now  inhabit  are 
still  at  work.  We  have  streams  and  rivers  carrying  to  the 
ocean,  to  be  deposited  in  its  bed,  the  dements  of  future  soils 
which  only  need  the  action  of  those  volcanic  agendea  which 
are  so  actively  at  work  in  some  parts  of  our  globe,  and  to  a  leas 
extent  even  here,  to  raise  them  above  the  sea,  and  thua  render 
them  avaihible  for  cultivation.  Though  this  may  be  the  case, 
and  though  the  sewage  now  descending  into  the  sea  may  not  be 
ulthnately  lost,  if  one  takes  a  broad  view  of  the  thing,  still  we 
personally  should  be  benefited  if  the  difficulties  could  be  over- 
come  of  collecting,  concentrating,  and  rendering  it  economically 
avaikblo. 

The  Chairmam  said  Mr.  Goddard's  paper  exhibited  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  much  ca  re 
in  its  preparation.  He  told  an  agriculturist,  the  other  day, 
that  Mr.  Goddard  was  to  read  a  paper  on  wet  lands.  He  be- 
lieved almost  any  hind  could  be  made  fertile  by  a  sufficient 
amount  of  manuring,  but  then  the  Question  always  came  be- 
fore Uiem, "  Will  it  pay  P"  It  was  the  condderation  of  that 
question  that  was  Uie  most  important— in  what  way  could 
they  fertilise  these  very  poor  soils  without  throwing  their 
money  awayP  The  cause  of  sterility  should  be  carefully 
noted  down,  so  that,  bearing  these  in  mind,  thev  could  go  the 
right  way  about  restoring  the  fertility  of  the  soil.  Steam  cul- 
tivation, which   was   beginning  to   be   appreciated  in  this 
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taghboorfaood,  wu  of  great  advantage.  The  result,  as  it 
tMined  to  him,  was  to  bring  to  the  surface  the  poor  subsoil  by 
ploagbing  deeper  than  usual,  and  tlius  lessen  the  produce  of 
the  first  crop.  But  the  autumnal  digging  by  steam  cultivation 
broke  the  soil  thoroughly  up,  and  stOl  left  the  surf&ce-soil  on 
the  top  to  be  exposed  to  the  winter*s  frosts,  winds,  and  rains  ; 
and  in  spring,  instead  of  coming  to  work  a  hard  and  disagree- 
able soil,  they  would  find  it  quite  mellow,  and  would  scarcely 
think  it  was  the  same  field  as  before.  The  atmosphere  was 
made  to  do  the  work  for  them  durine  the  winter,  instead  of 
waiting  till  spring,  and  hayinff  to  work  the  land  oyer  and  oyer 
again,  because,  being  exjposea  to  the  air,  the  atmosphere  did 
the  work  ibr  them,  which  they  would  otherwise  have  to  do  at 
gnat  expense.  In  that  war  they  got  the  full  value  of  the 
ammooi^cal  qnaJitiea  to  be  deriyed  from  the  atmosphere,  and 
fruffl  the  rain  which  brought  it  from  the  atmosphere.  As  to 
Uming,  Mr.  Goddard  did  not  think  they  could  oyerlime  land ; 
but  be  had  seen  land  thoroughly  exhausted  by  a  bad  farmer 
by  limiog.  That  farmer  merely  used  the  lime  as  a  sort  of 
pickpocket  for  robbing  the  land  of  the  little  that  was  left  in 
It.  In  good  farming,  wlieio  a  proper  use  was  made  of  the 
prodaoe,  and  justice  was  done  to  the  farm,  a  judicious  use  of 
lijiie  would  naturally  increase  the  value  of  the  land. 

Mr.  £dwajld  Kowell  said  the  question  appeared  to  him 
!o  be.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  soils  they  had  to  ope- 
rate upon  in  this  district  or  county  P  In  many  instances  they 
were  m  a  very  exhausted  state ;  but  whether  the  fault  was  in 
tlie  sjstem  of  cultivation  adopted  by  the  acpiculturists  of 
Northamberiand,  or  firom  the  imperfect  apphcauon  of  manure, 
it  was  not  lor  him  to  say.  The  met,  however,  was  patent  to 
them  all,  as  they  passed  through  the  oountry,  that  man^  soils 
were  in  such  an  exhausted  condition  that  the  question  arose 
whether,  considering  the  high  wag|es  they  had  to  pav,  and  the 
tises  that  were  laid  upon  them,  it  was  really  worth  cultiva- 
tion or  not.  lie  held  that  land,  though  hberall^  supplied 
with  dung,  would  become  exhausted.  On  Tyneside,  tiiirty 
yean  ago,  they  could  get  a  good  crop  of  turnip  without  any 
applicaEon  of  artificial  manures ;  but  they  oould  not  now  se- 
eoie  the  crops  of  turnips  which  once  ornamented  and  beanti- 
Oed  the  fields  on  Tyneside.  Yet  there  must  be  some  cause  for 
this.  Some  of  the  most  important  constituents  must  have 
become  exhausted.  The  question  was,  What  was  the  best 
plan  to  be  adopted  to  render  that  soil  as  fertile  as  it  was 
fbrmerly  ?  There  was  no  question  hut  that  the  expense  in 
the  cultivation  of  land  was  much  neater  now  than  it  was 
thirty  years  ago  on  l^neside.  In  referring  to  this  matter,  he 
might  state  that  the  ever-esteemed  founder  of  their  dub,  the 
late  Hr.  John  Gh«y,  introduced  in  this  neighbourhood, 
though  among  an  unwilling  and  uTcgndioed  tenantry,  the  five- 
ooone  system  of  husbandry.  In  his  humble  opinion,  it  was  a 
well-matured  thought,  worthy  of  his  far-seeing  mind ;  and  by 
adopHoj;  this  system,  and  allowing  the  land  to  lie  one  year  in 
grass,  it  gave  it  an  opportunity  of  resuscitating  itself  as  it 
vere«-of  regaining  some  of  its  exhausted  properties.  The 
soil,  in  his  opinion,  had  been  exhausted  of  some  of  its  im- 
portant constituents,  and  the  five-course  system  should  be  im- 
proved upon,  the  land  not  only  heing  allowed  to  lie  in  grass  a 
single  year,  but  for  fonr  or  five  vears.  Artificial  manures  simply 
act  as  stimulants:  in  themjelves  they  did  not  contain  that 
amoottt  of  organic  matter  that  would  add  materially  to  the  fertility 
of  the  soil,  hut  they  stimulated  the  soil,  and  pushed  it  so  as 
to  make  it  grow  that  which  it  was  not  naturally  capahle  of 
growing.  Artificial  manures  were  exhaustive  in  their  effect ; 
and  there  was  no  principle  which  they  could  adopt  which 
vooU  invigorate  the  land  and  restore  it  to  its  original  condi- 
tion so  thoroughly  as  to  allow  it  to  rest,  and  to  depasture  it 
with  sheep  and  cattle. 

Hr.  JosBm  Lkx,  as  to  over-liming  of  land,  had  seen  land 
is  huown  neighbourhood  so  impoverished  by  it  that  it  could 
not  be  restored  to  its  ori^nal  fertility.  But  on  soils,  not  ac- 
customed to  lime,  he  bebeved  nothing  paid  so  well  as  lime. 
Land  limed  from  generation  to  generation,  however,  got  ex- 
huuted  of  vegetable  matter  and  the  other  thion  so  necessary 
for  the  growth  of  good  crops ;  but  if  used  juaiciously,  lime 
vas  of  great  advantage.  From  his  own  experience  of  thirty 
Tears  upon  his  farm,  he  might  say  that  a  portion  of  it,  which 
aj  at  a  distance  irom  the  steading,  had  never  had  a  particle  of 
fluumre  upon  it,  and  yet  it  was  in  much  better  condition  than 
tiie  other.  The  land  it  always  three  yean  in  grass ;  and  for 
the  nke  of  keeping  bis  farm  in  condition,  he  generally  let  it 


lie  two  years  in  grass,  and  M)mc  partu  of  it  five,  b,i%.,  or  seven 
years  in  grass,  lie  has  had  experience,  as  a  farmer,  of  very 
unfertile  soil.  If  they  applied  manure  or  dissolved  bones  to  the 
amount  of  £!«  per  acre,  they  would  produce  turnips  at  a 
cheiper  rate  per  ton  than  they  could  by  only  expending  £3 
per  acre  on  manures. 

Mr.  Trotter,  the  secretary,  said  that  Messrs.  Lawes  and 
Gilbert,  of  Rothamited,  grew  wheat  and  barley,  each  upon  the 
same  laind,  for  a  period  of  between  twenty  and  thirty  years,  by 
simply  using  artificial  manures,  and  the  crops  were  increasing, 
instead  of  going  back.  It  was  not  absolutely  necessarv  to  let 
the  soil  lie  in  fulow,  in  order  that  it  might  refresh  itself.  He 
thought  the  true  theory  of  farming  was  to  begin  by  taking 
the  water  and  the  large  stones,  if  there  were  any,  out  of  the 
Und ;  for,  so  long  as  there  were  large  stones  in  it,  they  would 
never  get  the  land  thorougly  ploughed ;  and  until  they  got 
deep  tillage,  and  the  bottom  of  the  soil  manured,  as  well  as  the 
top,  thev  would  never  have  good  crops.  With  respect  to  al- 
lowing land  to  lie  at  rest,  he  believed  they  got  better  crops  on 
the  four-course  than  they  did  on  the  five-course  system ;  in- 
variably he  got  better  crops  of  oats  after  the  land  only  lay  one 
year  tlian  when  it  lay  two  years.  A  very  good  theory  went  to 
prove  this  :  When  clover  grass  was  well  up  in  height,  the 
roots  went  well  down  into  the  soil,  and  there  were  few  better 
manures  of  the  soil  than  roots  of  clover.  When  the  land  was 
allowed  to  lie  two  years  in  pasturo,'wliickens  grew  upon  the 
land,  and  thev  got  a  double  crop  ;  they  ploughed  it  for  oats, 
but  the  whicKcns  got  among  the  oats,  and  robbed  them  of 
part  of  their  nourishment,  and  lessened  the  value  of  the 
crop. 

Mr.  Goddard  said  there  was  some  little  misapprehension 
respecting  what  he  stated  about  liming  land.  Land  could  bo 
over-limc3,  but  what  he  meant  to  sav  was,  that  after  the  land 
had  been  limed  and  increased  crops  of  oats  and  straw  obtained, 
a  lar^r  amount  of  manure  should  be  applied  to  the  land,  so 
that  it  would  not  have  cause  to  suffer  mpch.  Providing  ma- 
nure was  not  returned,  it  would  afford  the  best  opportunity  of 
deteriorating  and  depreciating  the  value  of  the  lano. 

Mr.  Drydon  said  that  if  poor  land  had  been  limed  and 
drained,  and  its  surface  not  broken  up,  it  would  have  been 
worth  double  the  value  it  was  now.  There  was  no  difficulty 
in  reclaiming  land  on  the  general  principles  laid  down  by  Mr. 
Goddard ;  but  would  it  pay  P  Many  improvements  might  be 
carried  out  if  the  tenants  liad  long  leases  or  compensation  for 
snch  improvements.  On  not  only  poor  soil  under  cultiva- 
tion, but  grass  land  in  the  higher  districts,  hundreds  of 
acres  might  be  rendered  of  greater  value  in  many  ways  were  it 
not  for  ODstales  thrown  in  the  way,  for  purposes  he  need  not 
refer  to  on  this  occasion,  but  of  which  they  were  well  aware. 
These  lands  oould  be  improved  at  much  less  cost,  and  made 
better  land  than  the  poor,  exhausted  soils  to  which  reference 
had  been  made ;  and  if  the  owners  of  this  land  felt  the  proper 
philanthropic  spirit,  they  would  see  to  the  improvement  of  it 
for  the  good  of  the  community  at  large. 

The  Ohairkan  stated  that  he  was  not  in  favour  of  allowing 
land  to  rest,  as  he  believed  it  was  merely  a  matter  of 
calcuUtion,  "  Will  it  pay  or  notP"  Poor  land,  once  drained, 
might  bo  forced  to  grow  crops  by  the  proper  application  of 
manures. 

Mr.  CuRiSTOFiHB  Gray  said  he  had  had  some  little  ex- 

Srienoe  in  the  management  of  poor  lands,  and  he  agreed  vrith 
r.  Aowell  as  to  the  advisability  of  allowing  it  to  rest  in  grass. 
It  would  naturally  refresh  itself,  and  when  ploughed  up  again 
they  would  get  better  crope  of  anything  with  the  application  of 
lime  and  proper  management.  But  he  happen^  to  have  a 
different  kind  of  soil  as  well  on  his  farm,  which  would  not  re- 
fresh itself  by  lying  in  grass.  By  letting  this  hmd  lie  in  grass 
two  years  he  got,  as  Mr.  Trotter  said,  a  worse  crop  of  oats. 
Had  not  the  late  respected  receiver  of  the  Greenwich  IIos- 
pital  Estates  allowed  him  to  adopt  the  four-course  system,  the 
D»t  management  he  could  have  afforded  would  not  have 
brought  the  crops  up  to  the  mark.  He  farmed  other  portions 
of  his  fiirm  on  the  five,  six,  and  seven-oourse  system :  for  he 
found  by  this  means  he  got  better  crops  on  these  light  soils, 
and  better  grass  afterwards.  The  four-course  system  was  the 
best  for  poor  soils  that  would  not  refresh  themselves,  but  the 
five,  six,  and  seven-course  system  was  better  where  the  land,  if 
allowed  to  lie  in  grass,  would  refresh  itself. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  carried  unanimously  to  Mr. 
Goddard. 
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FARMING     COVENANTS. 

A  Paper  read  by  Mr.  £.  P.  Squaret,  of  Salisbary,  at  the  Institntion  of  Sorreyora. 


The  principle  which  onght  to  govern  farming  coTenanta 
would  seem  to  be,  that  the  tenant  should  have  the  freest  and 
most  unrestricted  use  of  the  lands  and  premises,  consistent 
with  the  maintenance  and  yielding  up  of  the  freehold  at  the 
end  of  his  tenancy  in  an  unimpairad  and  uninjnred  condition. 
The  interest  of  landlord  and  tenant  coincide  in  this  abstract 
formula,  but  its  application  is  interfered  with  in  practice 
through  various  reservations  by  the  landlord,  and  by  the  en- 
deavour to  define  and  limit  the  ose  of  the  land  in  such  direc- 
tions as  may  consort,  not  with  the  conditions  of  greatest 
production,  but  the  prevention  of  deterioration  of  the  soil. 
It  wonld  be  an  obvious  waste  of  time  to  describe,  however 
ooncii^ly,  the  various  forms  of  agreement,  with  their  almost 
illimitable  number  of  covenants,  which  prevail,  and  control 
cultivation  in  various  parts  of  England  and  Wales.  Those 
whom  I  address  need  no  description  of  present  conditions  of 
tenancy  ;  but  rather  thati  hovever  incapably,  I  may  indicate 
the  relaxations  and  modifications,  in  whatever  direction, 
which  appear  likely  to  conduce  to  increased  production  with- 
out injuriously  affecting  the  interests  of  the  landlord.  I 
propose,  therefore,  to  deal  with  the  separate  questions  of  rent, 
covenants  as  to  cropping,  repairs,  and  entries  between  out- 
going and  incoming  tenants.  The  payment  of  rent  is  ob- 
viously all-important.  Under  all  forms  of  tenancy  at  rack- 
rent  it  is  prudent  to  reserve  it  quarterlv ;  and  in  the  last  year 
or  half-year  of  the  tenancy,  to  reserve  the  last  quarter's  rent  in 
advance.  This  isa  protection  againstadishonesttenant,and  need 
not  be  enforced  against  a  good  one.  The  payment  of  the  tithe 
rent-charee  and  the  consequent  letting  of  farms  to  the  tenants 
free  of  titlies  has  some  advantages,  inasmuch  as  the  landlord 
is  protected  from  the  contingency  of  loss  bj  the  failure 
of  the  tenant  to  pay  the  current  tithes  on  his  occupation. 
Where  farms  are  let  tithe-free,  care  must  be  taken  to  deduct 
the  tithe  rent-charge  in  arriving  at  the  assessment  of  the  farms 
for  poor-rate  and  property-tax,  so  long  as  the  rental  of  lands  ii 
adopted  as  a  basis  of  rateable  value.  The  payment  of  knd- 
tax,  fire  insurance,  quit  rents,  and  other  exceptional  charges, 
are  matterft  of  agreement ;  but,  as  a  rule,  they  are  best  pavable 
by  the  landlord.  Uow  far  the  preferential  position  of  the  land- 
lord over  other  creditors  for  rent  due  is  really  beneficial  to  the 
interests  of  either  party,  is  open  to  ^rave  doubt ;  less  care  in 
the  selection  of  tenants  doubtless  arues  under  this  system,  and 
a  thrifty,  hard-working  tenant  is  sometimes  impeded  in  obtain- 
iug  further  capital  by  this  special  exception  in  favour  of  the 
landlord.  One  ill  consequence  is  clear— a  (ailing  tenant  is 
allowed  by  the  landlord  to  remain  longer  on  a  farm,  to  its  pro- 
bable deterioration,  than  if  all  parties  stood  on  an  equal 
footing.  Covenants  as  to  management  vary  so  completely  in 
almost  every  district  of  England  and  Wales,  that  my  remarks 
must  necessarily  be  confined  to  the  broad  principles  which 
should  influence  their  application.  Where  leases  for  terms 
beyond  twelve  years  are  granted  to  tenants  of  undoubted 
character  and  capital,  I  venture  to  think  that  no  covenants  as 
to  cropping  are  necessary  until  the  hist  four  years  of  tlie  term. 
It  is  a  matter  of  experience  that  excessive  continuous  crop- 
ping, without  the  assistance  of  Urge  quantities  of  artificial 
manure,  or  the  fattening  of  cattle  and  sheep  on 
extraneous  food,  is  unprofitable  to  the  occupier  ;  hence, 
with  a  moderately  long  interest,  a  tenant  may  be 
reasonably  trusted  to  pursue  such  a  course  of  management  as 
not  to  unduly  impoverish  his  land  for  occupation  in  the  last 
four  yeara  of  his  tenancy.  Daring  this  period  of  free  action, 
some  limitations,  dependent  on  the  character  of  the  soil  and 
its  locality,  may  be  insisted  on  for  the  consuming  proportions 
(to  be  governed  by  circumstances)  of  the  hay,  straw,  fodder, 
root,  and  other  green  crops,  on  the  demiee.  Assuming  these 
conditions,  the  mana^ment  of  the  last  four  years  should  be 
simple,  yet  vtringent  in  the  extreme.  The  cropping  should  be 
limited  to  two-fifths,  half,  or  two-thirds  of  the  arable  land  to 
corn,  as  the  case  may  be,  with  moderate  proportions  of  pulse 
to  be  harvested.    The  green  and  root  crops  should  be  con- 


sumed on  the  premises,  except  under  special  conditions ;  snd 
an  entry  and  qu  tal,  on  convenient  and  equitaUe  terms,  shoold 
be  clearly  defined.  The  land  shonld  be  given  up  dean  lad  in 
good'  order;  and  herein  lies  the  key  to  the  position,  if  the 
Rberal  policy  I  have  indicated  is  carried  out :  The  covenants 
of  the  last  four  years  of  the  term  should  be  stringently  en- 
forced ;  and  compensation  for  breach  of  these,  or  the  terms  of 
quital,  or  of  proper  Aid  thoroughly  cleanly  management  of 
the  land  (not  according  to  custom  of  country,  but  according 
to  the  best  rules  of  husbandry)  shonld  be  dutinctly  insiBted 
upon.  In  some  of  the  best  famed  districts  of  England  these 
conditions  are  recognized  by  landlord  and  tenant,  whilst  in 
other  localities  it  is  the  exception  for  a  farm  to  be  given  up  in 
proper  condition ;  and  in  these  latter  cases,  if  the  condition 
and  management  form  the  subject  of  arbitration,  the  whole 
matter  is  t^io  frequently  adjusted  on  terms  which  are  lenient, 
and  highly  favourable  to  the  outgoing  tenant.  At  an  in- 
stitution of  great  importance  and  consideration,  **Tbe  Far- 
mers' Club,"  a  paper  lias  recently  been  read  by  Mr.  Masfen  on 
"  Farm  Agreements,"  which,  highly  valuable  and  snggeslire 
in  itself,  has  elicited  more  valuable  conclusions  in  the  resolting 
discussions.  I  earnestly  commend  a  pcrnaal  of  this  paper 
and  discussion  to  the  members  of  the  Institution  of  Sur- 
veyors. The  lecturer  refers  to,  and  discusses  with  nncli 
acumen,  the  farm  agreement  of  Mr.  C^le,  for  irhich  the 
Roval  Agricultural  Society's  prize  was  given  in  1868, 
and  the  valuable  opinions  of  my  friend  Mr.  Randsll,  of 
Chadbury,  on  the  same  subject,  elicited  by  a  discussion  st 
the  Midland  Farmers  Club.  Mr.  Randall  has  the  courage  to 
suggest  a  new  principle  for  the  adjustment  of  entries  between 
outgoing  and  incoming  tenants,  which,  like  all  suggestions 
from  him,  deserves  the  highest  consideration.  His  view  is, 
that  no  land  should  be  given  up  to  an  incoming  tenant  in  s 
condition  of  nncleanness,  which  would  cost  more  than  £2  lOi. 
per  acre  to  pronerlv  clean.  If,  in  the  opinions  of  the  Tsluprv, 
the  cost  would  ne  less,  the  outgoio|f  tenant  wouM  be  entitled 
to  receive  the  diflference  from  the  incomer  ;  if  more,  the  in- 
coming tenant  would  be  credited  with  such  difference.  I  aia 
hardly  prepared  to  adopt  a  datum  of  £2  10s.  per  acre,  or  any 
Urger  or  less  sum,  droendent  on  soil  and  locality,  or  to  recog- 
nise that  a  tenant  should  be  paid  a  premium  for  ^ivbg  np 
lands  in  simply  good  condition,  dind  thus  fulfilling  his  coren- 
ant4 ;  but  I  fully  concur  in  enforcing  the  severest  penalties  on 
the  outgoing  tenant,  whose  covenants,  whether  in  tne  direction 
of  clean  farming,  cropping,  or  general  dilapidations,  have  been 
broken.  The  application  of  this  sterner  discipline  would  greatly 
conduce  to  improved  farming  and  increased  prodoctioa  over 
an  immense  area  of  England  and  Wales.  It  is  with  some 
hesitation  that  I  include  in  this  paper  an  outline  of  the  crop- 
ping which  is  adopted  on  the  various  soils  of  England  and 
Wales,  inasmuch  as  the  varietjf  of  soils  and  climate  produce 
important  and  infinitesimal  modifications  of  each  course,  which 
are  yet  further  affected  by  the  proportions  of  arable,  pastore, 
and  meadow  land  on  each  farm.  On  very  light  soils  a  five- 
field  course  prevails,  viz.,  two-fifths  com,  one-fifth  roots  or 
ffreen  crops,  two-fifbhs  clover  and  ryegrass ;  and  where  the  old 
ley  is  broken  up,  a  portion  is  sown  to  rape  or  turnips  before 
wheat.  No  pulse  crop  to  be  harvested  in  this  course.  It  » 
nsuallv  witliin  the  diaeretion  of  the  farmer  in  what  order  tlie 
two-fifths  com  crops  shall  follow.  On  lands  possessing  more 
staple  and  of  greater  depth,  the  four-field  oourae  is  ahnost 
universally  adopted— viz.,  one-half  com,  one-quarter  roots, 
and  one- quarter  clover  and  pulse ;  the  propoilion  of  puJM 
which  may  be  permissible  fluctuates  according  to  the  quality 
of  the  land  from  one-eighth  to  one-twelfth.  In  this  case, 
also,  the  sequence  of  com  and  green  crops  should  be  at  ^ 
option  of  the  tenant.  The  three-field  course,  witli  its  inodifi- 
cations  converting  it  in  some  cases  to  the  six-field  shift,  applies 
to  the  rich,  deep,  strong  soils  which,  alas !  are  exceptionsl 
over  the  broad  area  of  England.  Its  ordinary  formula*  wonld 
be  two-thirds  com,  one-niBth  clover,  one-ninth  roots  orlalkrw, 
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(a^BiBth  poise.    It  will  be  obvioiu  that  these  fonns  of  crop- 
^g  are  merely  the  skeletoiu  of  management,  which  permit 
eadieis  modiiScntxons  of  catch  crops  between  corn  and  roots. 
With  the  views  previonalj  propounded,  it  is  dear  I  have 
odI;  iatrodnced  the  preceding  paragraph  to  be  some  golds  to 
the  farming  of  the  last  four  years  of  a  reasonably  long  term, 
it  is  now  to  be  considered  how  far  this  elasticttY  in  cropping, 
which  I  have  ventured  to  suggest,  where  long  leases  are  to  be 
g^anteti,  may  be  extended  to  tenancies  determinable  by  0, 12, 
or  a  moDtlis'  notice.    In  discussing  these  conditions,  I  must 
difsiks,  with  much  rpgret,  the  actively  operative  but  appa* 
nallj  seotiroental  consideration  of  "  good  feeling  and  good 
siidrrstaoiiiDg'*  which,  however  commercially  unreliable  and 
luuouiid,  has,  over  very  many  large  estates  in  tliis  country, 
eo-exiitol  with  pxcellent  farming  and  large  and  espensive 
improveueots.    It  ia  obvious  that,  under  a  yearly  or  two-yearly 
tfsancT,  it  would  be  a  most  unwise  liberality  which   would 
coBcede  perfpct  freedom  of  cropping  or  application  of  nil 
prodoce  to  the  tenant.    In  tliese  cases  any  relaxation  of  the 
ordinsrv  covenants  as  to  cronpiug,  or  sale  ol  prodoce  ordinarily 
eossaroed  on  the  farm,  must  be  coupled  with  special  stipulations 
as  to  return  of  man  ares  or  extraneous  food  to  be  consumed 
li)tliefetock.  A  system  of  Tenant  Right,  however  valuable  for 
the  protortion  of  the  occupier  under  these  contingently  short 
teaaocies,  leaves  the  landlord's  interest  dangerously  exposed, 
it  ajij  general  concession  as  to  cropping  without  limitation  or 
stipulalioDs  is  made  ;  hence,  the  landlord  or  agent  of  an  estate 
viiere  short  tenancies  exist  roust  exercise  a  continuous  sur- 
leillaoce    of   the     property,    if   the     remotest     departure 
from    nle-of'tbnmb    cropping    and    covenants    is    to    be 
permitird.      On  the  other  hand,   1  do  think  that  the  cul- 
tivation and  nroduction  of  farms  under  these  shorter  tenancies 
may  be  greatly  improved  by  the  concession  of  a  Tenant  Kight 
for  oilcike  and  artificial  manures  applied  to  green  crops  within 
a  reasonable  period  of  the  termination  of  a  tenancy :  I  do  not 
ssgi^cst  the  details  of  such  Tenant  liight ;  but  the  experience 
of  Lincolnshire  and  other  counties  would  be  a  valuable  relia- 
Ue  foundation  for  the  extension  of  the  practice  over  our 
country.  But,  as  I  conclude  this  portion  of  my  subject,  before 
ise  rises  the  recollection  uf  various  localities  m  England  and 
Wilfs  to  which  the  most  sanguine  of  improvers  would  scarcely 
spplj  the  liberally  elastic  conditions  I  have  suggeited.    The 
this,  pour,  wet  clays,  often  of  considerable  elevation,  in  the 
damp  climates  of  a  line  of  country  extending  from  Cornwall, 
throagh  Wales,  to  Lancashire,  Westmoreland,  and  Cumber- 
land; the  weak,  hot,  bnmiog  gravels,  and  the  occasionally 
iocoropressible  sands,  where  situated  in  an  inhospitable  and 
unaltr.ictive  district,  command,  unfortunately,  no  class  of 
tenants  to  whom  these  liberties  may  he  safely  granted.    New 
capital  will  not  be  drawn  to  these  places.    I  say  **new 
capital,'*  because  it  happens  often  enough,  tliat,  through  long 
years  of  thrift,  tenants  are  found  on  these  farms  who  have 
money ;  but  they  progress  not  by  producing,  hot  by  saving. 
The  average  teuant  of  these  districts  lives  from  hand  to 
moath,  and  could  not,  if  he  would,  supply  the  conditions 
shich  alone  justify  the  relaxation  of  his  ordinary  management. 
1(  has  been   suggested  to  me,  that  the    further   growth 
of  scalth  may  and  will  beneficially  affect  these  neglected  dis- 
tricts, as  it  has  others,  heretofore,  seemmgly  as  desolate.    I 
vnitare,  if  not  to  ignore,  at  least  to  depreciate  this  influence  in 
these  speda]  cases.    The  competition  will  be  keener  for  what 
i«  dsiirable,  but  will  very  remotely  affect  the  areas  which  I 
hsTe  described  in   such  gloomy  colours.    An  advance  of  the 
'  oM  of  manual  labour,  and  a  permanently  lower  range  of  corn 
prie«f ,  Duy  and  ought  to  modify  the  character  of  produce  of 
Jiiew  fsnns.    In  these  cases  every  aid  should  be  given  by  the 
landlord  and  agent  to  develop  snch  changes ;  in  these  directions 
|<J  msj  be  possible  to  concede  greater  freedom  of  management. 
The  ordinary  covenants  for  the  keeping  a  defined  number  of 
«beep  or  cattle  on  a  farm,  should  obvionuy  be  as  elastic  as  the 
eoreoants  for  cropping,  which  I  liave  indicated  in  the  fore- 
piia;  remarks.    With  equal  stringency,  the  maintenance  of  a 
full  proportion  of  live  stock  must  be  enforced  during  the  last 
^  years.    The    management  of  dairy  farms  can  scarcely 
be  aSeeted  bv  any  of  tne  foregoing   considerations,  except 
that  a  reasonable  Tenant-Bight  should  be  given  to  the  occupier 
of  strictly  gfiss  farms  for  oilcake  or  other  artificial  food  which 
he  may  have  consumed  during  the  last  two  years  of  his  ten- 
^.    Farther,  the  consumption  of  oilcake  or  other  kindred 
M  daring  any  period  of  his  tenancy  should  justify  the  sale 


of  a  certain  quantity  of  hay.  Repairs  are  a  large  and  im- 
portant feature  in  farm  agreements,  and  probably  lead  to  more 
questions,  troublesome  of  solution,  between  the  landlord  and 
tenant,  than  any  other  condition  of  tennre.  The  ordinary 
arrangements  are— 1.  Where  all  repairs  are  borne  bytiie  land- 
lord ;  3.  Where  all  an  borne  by  the  tenant ;  3.  Where  the 
Undlord  provides  the  materials  and  the  tenant  pays  the  labour; 
4.  Where  the  landlord  finds  the  materials  and  shares  with  the 
tenant  the  cost  of  labour.  It  is  obvious  that  these  varied 
conditions  proportionably  aOect  the  rent  which  is  pay- 
able, and  theoietically  it  would  seem  to  be  of  little  im- 
portance by  whom  the  necessary  reparation  is  made;  prao- 
tieally,  however,  it  is  far  otherwise.  Left  to  them- 
selves, and  without  any  liability  to  make  good  the  wear 
and  tear  which  inevitably  happens  to  farm  bnildings,  the  ten- 
ant is  too  frequently  careless  of  the  cost  of  these  repairs,  and 
permits  waste  and  injury  to  his  premises,  which,  had  he  an 
interest  in  their  economical  maintenance,  would  never  arise. 
On  the  other  hand,  when  the  entire  onus  of  repair  is  thrown 
on  the  tetiant,  he  is  too  much  disposed  to  evade,  as  far  as 
possible,  his  liability;  hence  things  go  undone  which,  trifling 
in  themselves  at  the  outset,  by  the  end  of  a  long  occupation 
assume  very  serious  proportions.  Arbitrations  or  legal  pro- 
ceedings are  frequently  necessary  for  their  settlement,  aQU  it 
is  exceptional  if,  in  such  cases,  the  tenant  is  not  relieved  of  a 
portion  of  the  liability  which,  directly  or  indirectly,  should 
propi'rly  fall  upon  him .  For  mvself,  I  am  incl ined  to  the  belief, 
tliat  the  fourth  adjustment  of  the  liability,  i.  «.,  the  division  of 
the  cost  of  labour  by  the  landlord  and  tenant,  most  fairly 
meets  the  difiionlties  of  the  case.  The  tenant's  proportion  of 
expenditure  is  limited  to  an  amount  which  is  more  than 
balanced  by  the  comfort  and  advantage  of  the  maintenance,  in 

firoper  condition,  of  hi»  premises  ;  and  to  avoid  the  large 
lability  which  is  certain  to  result  from  neglect  of  prompt 
repairs,  he  will  certainly  be  continually  pressing  on  his  land- 
lord or  agent  the  necessity  for  keeping  thin^  in  good  order. 
Let  me  suggest,  ai  exceptions  to  the  matenals  to  be  provided 
by  th«)  Inndlord,  straw  for  thatching,  and  glass  and  leadwork ; 
further,  the  tenant  should  be  bound  to  do  the  carriage  of 
materials  for  repairs  within  reasonable  distance.  As  with  land, 
so  with  buikiings,  dilapidations  at  the  termination  of  a  tenancy, 
should  be  mora  s  rictly  enforced  than  is  now  the  usual  custom ; 
but  it  is  clear  that  the  tenant  should  be  only  liable  for  a  legi- 
timate and  necessary  reparation,  and  not  for  restoration  or 
reinstatement.  The  periods  and  conditions  of  entry  on  farms, 
and  the  power  to  hold  over  certain  portions  of  the  premises 
after  the  expiration  of  the  term,  by  toe  outgoing  tenant-,  and 
the  right  of  pre-entry  to  prepare  for  turnips  and  wheat,  by 
the  incoming  tenant,  are  singularly  varied  over  England  and 
Wales.  It  would  be  a  waste  of  your  time  to  describe  them 
in  detail ;  but  I  rejoice  that  the  ener^^  of  some  members  of 
this  Institution  has  led  to  the  collection  of  information  upon 
these  points  from  the  body  generally,  which,  when  collated  and 
digested,  will  bo  as  valuable  as  interesting.  It  is,  however, 
within  the  province  of  this  Institution  to  direct  their  efforts 
to  a  modification  of  some  of  the  tedious,  inconvenient,  and 
expensive  conditions  by  which  many  entries  are  now  hampered 
As  an  extreme  instance  of  tediousness,  I  may  mention  that 
in  some  of  the  west  country  Lady-day  entries,  it  is  fifteen 
months  after  the  expiration  of  a  tenancy  before  the  incoming 
tenant  has  entire  possession  of  the  occupation.  I  need  not 
again  enlarge  on  the  costly  character  of  the  Surrey,  Sussex, 
and  Kent  entries,  which  really  uselessly  absorb  no  inconsi- 
derable portion  of  a  tenant*s  capital.  Where  it  is  possible,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  the  wise  policy  of  the  purchase  by  the  land- 
lord, of  a  large  proportionof  the  items  of  these  expensive  entries, 
and  thus  reducing  the  cost  of  entry  and  securing  the  appli- 
cation of  the  tenant's  capital  in  more  profitabks  directions.  It 
is  obvious  that  tenants  will  usuallv  pay  at  least  6  per  cent,  in 
the  shape  of  rent  on  the  capital  thus  economised ;  from  a  va- 
riety of  causes,  it  happens  that  few  landlords  are  disposed  to 
deal  broadly  with  the  purehase  of  these  rights.  It  is,  however, 
for  our  consideration  whether,  in  granting  long  leases,  it  ma^ 
not  be  desirable  to  make  some  effoit  to  extinguish  a  portion  if 
not  the  whole  of  these  outrageous  conditions.  It  is  dear  that 
the  best  entry  is  that  which  permits  the  incoming  tenant  to 
set  himself  down  in  liis  occupation  at  the  least  possible  expen- 
diture of  capital  without  jprqudice  to  the  interests  of  the  out- 
going tenant.  The  Wiltshire  Michaelmas  entries,  for  instance, 
appear  to  involve  these  conditions ;  the  incomung  tenant  haa 
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a  pre-entry  given  him  for  turnips  and  wheat  of  defined  date 
and  area,  wbick  he  tills  at  hii  own  discretion,  without  charge 
for  rent,  rates,  or  taxes.    Even  in  these  cases,  however,  a  ques- 
tion of  Tenant  Right  crops  up.  Where  the  land  on  which  a  crop 
of  turnips  has  been  consumed  is  given  up  to  an  incoming 
tenant,  as  an  entry  for  his  wheat  crop,  custom  has,  during 
the  last  few  years,  established  the  payment  of  half  the  value 
of  the  tillages  and  artificial  manure  of  such  preceding  crop  to 
be  paid  by  tiie  incoming-tenant.    It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that 
the  value  of  oilcake,  or  other  artificial  food,  does  not,  without 
special  agreement,  come  into  the  same  category ;  but  I  am 
sanguine  that  custom,  in  this  direction,  is  l^ing  quietly  but 
certainly  established.    It  is  with  some  hesitation  that  I  in- 
troduce game ;  but  the  reservation  is  so  usual  and  important  a 
feature  in  the  ordinary  agricultural  lease  aad  agreement,  that  j 
it  may  not  properly  be  left  unnoticed.  The  political  and  moral  | 
aspect  of  this  question  is  scarcely  within  tne  province  of  our  | 
Institution.  A  part  from  this,  I  regard  the  preservation  of  game  | 
and  the  rights  of  sporting  as  a  simple  matter  of  agreement  be-  ■ 
tween  the  landlord  and  tenant.    It  is,  however,  to  be  regretted  < 
that  the  preservation  of  ground  game  and  rabbits  is  occasion-  j 
ally  carried  to  such  an  extent  as  to  be  utterly  inconsistent  with 
good  cultivation,  and  too  frequently  productive  of  misnnder-  ' 
standing  and  quarrels  between  landlord  and  tenant*    I  may  > 


now  shortly  summarise  the  results  which  I  ventare  to  anti- 
cipate from  the  adoption  of  more  liberal  covenants.  Cliief 
amongst  them,  I  am  certain  of  great  general  increased  pro> 
duction  of  all  farm  produce,  from  the  conviction  that,  with 
perfect  liberty  of  action,  a  farmer  will  only  sow  his  land 
when  it  is  iu  the  fittest  and  ripest  conditioa  for 
perfecting  a  crop;  the  conditions  incident  to  such 
fitness  involving  the  growth  of  Urge  proportions  of 
green  crop,  and  the  consequent  maintenance  of  a 
great  stock  of  sheep  or  cattle.  2.  The  probability  of  more 
permanent  occupations  of  farms  by  the  same  tenants :  Ouce 
free  to  manage  his  lands  in  the  fashion  which  he  thinks  most 
profitable,  the  tenant  will  be  most  unwilling  to  be  redaced  to 
the  four  corners  of  liis  cropping  covenants  u  tlie  last  years  of 
his  terra.  He  will  make  every  effort  to  remain  on  his  occu- 
pation by  the  payment  of  the  most  extreme  rent,  consistent  with 
tus  getting  a  living,  before  Uie  strict  covenants  as  to  cropping 
in  the  Ust  years  ofhis  term  would  come  into  operation.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  adoption  of  these  suggestions  would  necessitate 
great  care  in  the  selection  of  men  of  capital  and  experience 
as  tenants ;  but  I  am  sanguine  enough  to  oeheve  that  it  would 
lend,  not  only  to  the  benefit  of  the  State,  but  to  the  increased 
income  of  the  landlord,  and  certainly  to  the  comfort  and  pro- 
sperity of  the  occupier. 


ON    THE    PREVENTION    OF    CATTLE    DISEASES. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Cirencester  Chamber  of  Apiculture, 
Professor  McBride,  of  the  Aoyal  Agricultural  College,  introduced 
the  subject  of  cattje  disease.    Mr.  Edmonds  presided. 

Professor  McBride  said  agriculturists  nave,  from  the 
earliest  times,  until  a  very  recent  period,  looked  upon  the  dis- 
eases of  the  lower  animals  as  a  necessary  evil,  and  one  over 
which  they  had  little  or  no  control.  In  fact,  they  resembled 
much  the  '*  peculiar  people"  of  the  present  day,  who  quietly 
stand  by  ana  allow  disease  to  destroy  life  witiiout  the  least 
attempt  to  protect  themselves  or  their  families  from  its  devasta- 
ting effects.  Happily  for  the  stock-owners  of  the  present  day 
the  sun  has  thrown  its  last  rays  on  the  good  old  times  when 
men  gloried  in  being  ignorant  under  the  plea  of  bein^  prac- 
tical. In  those  days  men  were  content  witli  the  education  in- 
herited from  their  fathers,  and  as  a  result  never  ventured  to 
supplement  it.  The  nineteenth  century,  liowevcr,  is  a  pro- 
gressive, age,  and  it  indicates  true  progress  when  any  body  of 
men  acknowledge  a  necessity  for  further  information.  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  this  Chamber,  although  voung,  is  thoroughly 
imbued  with  the  true  spirit  of  inquiry  ;  this  statement  can  be 
verified  by  looking  at  the  immense  amount  of  original  work 
done  by  your  committees  under  the  able  management  of  its 
office-bearers.  The  subject  I  have  chosen  is  of  paramount 
importance  to  the  nation  at  large ;  to  the  consumer  as  well  as 
the  producer.  The  prosperity  or  ruin  of  hundreds  of  stoi*Jc- 
owners  depends  in  a  great  measure  upon  a  Uioroogh  know- 
ledge of  this  subject.  Sooner  or  later  cattle  diseases  must  be 
recognised  as  a  public  Question.  Yon  are  doubtless  aware  that 
no  country  in  the  world  can  compete  with  us  in  raising  the 
quality  of  rattle  exhibited  at  our  annual  shows ;  and  further, 


I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  there  is  no  countir  so  lax 
as  our  own  in  staving  the  progress  ol  preventible  mseaaes. 
We  throw  away  millions  of  money  yearlv,  having  little  or  no 


return ;  a  loss  that  would  not  be  tolerated  in  any  other  branch 
of  industry  but  agriculture.  Perhaps  you  may  think  I  have 
used  the  wrong  words — "  thrown  away'* — ^because  some,  while 
allowing  the  gold  coins  to  slip  through  their  fingers,  grasp  a 
few  sluilings  as  the  salvage  of  diseased  animals,  and  allow 
them  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  some  unsuspecting  individual 
who,  in  a  short  time,  sends  them  elsewhere  amount  healthv 
stock,  thus  supplying  Uie  disease  with  its  hundreds  of  fresh 
victims,  and  insuring  its  rapid  and  sure  distribution  over  the 
length  and  breadth  of  our  isles.  Is  this  not  worse  than 
"thrown  awav?"  This  is  no  imaginary  picture.  I  could 
give  many  such  facts  from  my  own  experience,  and  in  not  a  few 
cases  the  biter  has  been  bitten.  What  else  could  he  expect 
when  he  encouraged  such  a  svstem  of  traffic  P  This  is  not  as 
it  should  be.  Why  is  it  so  P  The  answer  is  simple.  Yon 
iiave  not  availed  yourselves  of  a  idenoe  which  is  economic  in 


all  its  bearings.  One  would  have  thought  that  the  enormous 
amount  of  cash  invested  in  live  stock  in  this  country  would, 
at  least,  have  secured  as  large  a  share  of  science  in  its  treat- 
ment as  that  of  the  crops,  but  such  is  not  the  case.  We 
rarely  hear  of  agricultural  societies  experimenting  upon  dis- 
eased animals  or  tracing  the  causes  of  oisease  or  their  results. 
A  superficial  ol»erver  would  imagine  that  the  preservation  of 
live  stock  was  foreign  to  the  interests  of  agriculture  by  the 
little  interest  surh  societies  take  in  this  matter.  These  are 
phiin  trutlu,  and  however  difficult  they  may  bo  to  digest  they 
arc  worthy  of  some  attention.  Perhaps  a  few  of  you  present 
may  think  that  my  statements  as  to  the  great  losses  too  gene- 
ral, or  fanciful,  or  that  the  pictures  are  overdrawu.  If  such 
he  your  opinion  you  cannot  have  the  slightest  idea  of  the 
great  morUdity  amongst  our  domestic  animals.  I  will  g^ve 
yout  statistics  to  show  that  animals  do  die  in  large  numbers 
from  preventible  diseases  which  vou  may  prove  at  your  leisure, 
and  X  have  no  doubt  that  you  will  find  matters  even  worse  than 
I  have  depicted : 

1.  At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Derbyshire  Agricultural  So- 
ciety, Dr.  Ilitchman  stated  that  in  Derbyshire  16|  per  cent, 
animals  perish  annually  from  plcuro-pneumonia. 

2.  Professor  Ferguson,  of  Dublin,  in  1866,  stated  tliat  46 
per  cent,  of  dairy  stock  died,  or  had  to  be  sold,  on  account  of 
Dcing  affected  with  plenro-pnenmonia ;  and  in  1867,  when 
supervision  was  exercised,  it  was  reduced  to  17|  per  cent. 

S.  At  Glasgow,  in  one  dairy,  where  oows  were  kept  to  tlic 
extent  of  1,600,  the  annual  loss  from  pleuro-pneumonia  was 
on  an  average  25  per  cent. 

4.  Statistics  collected  by  Professor  McCall,  of  Glasgow, 
show  that  in  that  city  alone  the  loss  from  preventible  dis- 
eases was  £77,099— the  loss  in  the  above  dairy  was  ex- 
cluded. 

5.  Mr.  W.  Smith,  M.  R.  C.  V.  S.,  in  a  paper  upon  "  the 
Cattle  Plague  in  Norfolk,"  which  he  read  at  the  recent  meet- 
ins  of  the  British  Association,  states  that,  during  the  pre- 
VflLlenoe  of  the  disease  in  that  county, "  when  the  movements 
of  cattle  were  restricted  by  licences,  and  close  inspection  was 
maintained,  the  lung  disease  was  held  in  abeyance,  and  the 
mouth-and-foot  disease,  except  at  the  outbreak  of  the  pest, 
quite  disappeared,  but  very  soon  after  the  checks  to  the  pro- 
pagation of  the  disease  were  removed  our  old  enemies  re- 
appeared." 

In  evidence  of  this  he  placed  before  the  meeting  the  follow- 
ing figures,  which  he  had  compiled  from  the  books  of  the 
Norfolk  Farmers'  CatUo  Insurance  Company.  The  stock  in- 
sured by  that  office  during  its  twenty  years^  career  had  been 
valued  at  more  than  £2,000,000;  the  experience  of  the  com- 
pany  Mr.  Smith  thexefora  ngarded  as  **  valuahle  and  reliable.'' 
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T^  uihk  exhifaiti  a  peroenUge  of  loss  **  opon  the  whole  nam- 
ua-  of  neat  stock  insured."  In  1858  the  loss  from  plearo- 
psesmoaia  amounted  to  63|  per  cent. ;  in  1859,  to  45  per 
s^t ;  in  18^,  to  47i  per  cent. ;  in  1861,  to  474  ?^  ce°^*  i 
•Ji  IS62,  to  4(^  per  cent. ;  in  1863,  to  35  per  cent. ;  in  1864, 
to  35  per  cent.  -,  in  1865,  to  26  per  cent. ;  in  1866,  to  1  oer 
cf&t ;  in  1S67,  to  8  per  cent. ;  and  in  1868,  np  to  August  17, 
to  30  per  cent.  As  eoon  as  the  movements  of  cattle  were 
n^cted,  and  fairs  and  markets  prohibited,  this  hitherto  in- 
fluaUe  and  most  destructive  of  diseases  almost  disappeared. 
Bot  St  (be  present  time,  when  "  the  free  movements  of  beasts 
at  again  permited,  plenro-pueumonia  is  once  more  asscrtinc 
its  aulignant  supremacy" — malignant  indeed,  when  we  find 
that  in  less  than  eight  months  of  the  present  year,  nearly  oue- 
ihird  of  the  animals  insured  have  perished,  while  the  average 
h>»  of  1S66  and  1867  was  only  4^  per  cent. 

6.  loi  Ftflk  Medical  Report  of  Privv  Council. --Tht  stalis- 
ica  being  principally  compiled  from  lusurance  hooks,  which 
waA  be  nnderstated  from  the  fact  that  great  risks  were  re- 
fased,  and  animals  showing  the  least  symptoms  of  disease 
»ere  rejected. - 

Tbe  Domber  of  cattle  which  die  annually  in  North  Britain  is 
thu  dbeovered  to  be  47,893,  and  the  money  value  of  them  to 
exceed  £500,000,  a  lar^  number  and  large  sum,  and  evidently 
too  large  to  pass  unnoticed  as  it  does.    Above  one-half  of  the 
total  Qomber  lost  is  by  pleuro-pneumonia,  a  disease  which  was 
nainoTn  in  this  country  before  1840.    But,  compared  with 
England  or  Ireland,  the  loss  in  Scotbnd  is  small.    Tor  tbe 
^  of  calculation  assuming  it  to  be  correct,  and  taking  the 
r^  of  mortality  from  our  »M>tch  tables,  which  are  low  rates 
&rr  Ireland,  we  find  the  annual  loss  to  be  £1,132,687  7s.  5d. 
la  ihe»e  two  kingdoms,  therefore,  we  have  an  annual  drain 
Qpon  a^ncultuial  capital  amounting  to  £1,642,771*  or  taking 
the  real  Tslae  of  Irish  cattle,  close  upon  two  millions  each 
jear.    If  m  1860  the  whole  of  the  United  Kingdom  had  (as 
I  brieve  it  at  least  to  have  had)  the  same  rate  of  mortality  as 
S^tland,  in  that  year  there  died  of  disease,  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  374,018  horned  cattle,  having  a  total  money  value 
of  £3,805,939  8s,,  and  if  the  Mid-Lotliian  experience  of  the 
c3Tis«  of  death  be  applied  to  this  matter,  we  may  infer  that 
more  than  lialf  the  loss  was  due  to  the  pleuro-pneumonia — in 
round  nnmbcrs  may  be  estimated,  £3,805,939  a  year :  £317,161 
a  laonih ;  £79,290  a  week ;  and  £11,327  a  day.    Tliis  is  under 
tbe  proper  estimate,  as  taking  six  years,  we  find  an  annual  loss 
of  four  millions.     The  number  of  cattle  imported  in  1860 
vax  10^,569,  and  their  value  may  be  estimated  as  £836,552. 
Thedeatiis  frouL  pleuro-pneumonia  represented  considerably 
abo?e  taice  the  value  of  these  imports.    As  one  year  cannot 
1%  considered  a  sufficiently  fair  estimate,  we  may  give  the 
caltBlatioas  for  the   six  years   ending  1860.     The  value  of 
uifflah  lost  amounted  to  a  grand  total  of  £25,934,650.    Of 
thUnomber  there  died  from  pleuro-pneumonia  considerably 
aboTe  one  million  during  the  six  years,  and  these  represented 
\  vAykt  of  about  twelve  millions  sterling.    The  loss  by  disease 
v>&  fonr  times  the  numher  imported,  and  by  pleuro-pneumonia 
it  exceeded  twice  that  number.    In  large  towns  the  mortality 
of  C0V8  veiy  greatly  exceeds  any  proportion  which  I  have 
staled— it  has  amounted  to  more  than  50  per  cent.    The  re- 
pciii  of  88  Edinburgh  dairies  ordinarily  containing  about 
1,539  cows,  out  of  which,  in  one  year,  791  diseased  cows  were 
*oH  to  botehers,  and  slaughtered  for  human  food,  and  284 
vere  aold  as  food  for  pigs.    It  will  be  seen  that  of  the  total 
nnmber  of  cows  kept  in  Edinburgh,  58|  per  cent,  were  sold 
{>^e^  of  which  43  per  cent,  were  sold  to  hutchers  for 
bsfoan  food,  and  \b\  per  cent,  as  food  for  pigs.    The  total 
vsiae  of  the  1,075  diseased  animals  when  first  bought,  at  the 
)^  moderate  average  of  £13  lOs.  each,   is  £14,512  lOs. 
1^  was  realised  by  their  sale,  calculating  the  value  of  the 
<91  Mid  to  butchers  at  an  average  of  £5  each,  and  the  284 
»id  for  pig  feeding  at  l(ta.  each,  the  sum  of  £4,097.    The 
^anniul  loss  for  diseased  cows  in  Edinburgh  alone  may 
Jberefore  be  estimated  at  £10,415.    In  Dublin  the  average 
*«««  for  20  years  ending  the  Ist  July,  1862  (viz.,  since  the 
^err  &rst  appearance  of  pleuro-pneumonia  in  the  United  King- 
Jan),  amount  to  61.11  per  cent,  on  the  12,000  cows  kept. 
l^utber,  in  London  and  its  suburbs  there  is  an  annual  loss  of 
>t  least  £80,000.    The  time  at  our  disposal  is  so  limited  that 
r  ?  J  ^^^  ^^^  ^  consider  one  of  the  ^reat  classes  of  disease. 
i  r  ^**^®'»  intended  to  describe  epizootic  and  enzootic — 
w  Utter  being  those  dependent  upon  local  causes  -,  but  as  the 


first  class  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  this  Chamber,  I  am 
reluctantly  compelled  to  omit  enzootic  disorders  till  a  future 
time,  when  we  may  have  opportunity  for  its  discussion.  I 
shall  endeavour  in  tliis  lecture  to  desbribe — 1.  What  is  meant 
by  the  term  epizootic.  2.  How  introduced,  and  why  retained 
in  our  country.  3.  Are  we  safe  from  further  outbreaks  of 
cattle  plague  r  4.  The  prevention  of  such  diseases.  I  shall 
hone  to  point  out  what  agriculturists  must  do  before  the  Le- 
gislature can  reasonably  be  expected  to  assist  you ;  and  further 
suggest  what  this  Chamber  should  do  as  a  pioneer  in  this 
great  movement.  Epizootics  are  defined  by  our  greatest  an- 
thoritv  upon  this  subject  as  "that  class  of  diseases  which 
spread  from  one  country  to  another  without  regard  to  climate, 
soil,  breed  of  animals,  or  any  circumstances  except  those  of 
favouring  or  impeding  the  communication  of  a  special  virus, 
the  prouagution  of  a  living  entity  from  a  diseased  animal  to  a 
living,  ncalthy  one."  Such  being  the  definition  of  this  class, 
it  will  further  our  object  much  if  we  consider  briefly  how  in- 
troduced. It  is  truly  a  mortifying  spectacle  to  behold  one  of 
the  greatest  nations  in  the  world,  rich  in  science,  thus  allowing 
only  four  diseases— viz.,  pleuro-pneumonia  (lung  disease),  epi- 
zootic aptha  (foot-and-mouth  disease),  cattle  plague,  and  variola 
ovina  (small-pox  in  sheep) — to  be  our  every-day  terror,  and 
drain  our  pocKets  to  the  extent  that  they  do.  What  weakness 
to  permit  even  for  one  day  the  introduction  of  such  diseases  as 
are  foreign  to  our  soil.  Before  1842  our  cattle  and  sheep 
were  not  devastated  by  such  diseases,  and  it  was  only  when  Sir 
Robert  Feel  thought  it  necessary  to  increase  the  supply  of 
meat  for  the  people  that  he  allowed  free  trade  in  cattle.  Bv 
so  doing  he  unwittingly  introduced  foreign  diseases,  which 
have  ever  since  been  a  curse  to  the  agricultural  interests: 
These  disorders  were  new  to  the  stockowners  of  tliis  country. 
They  would  not  believe  they  were  cither  infectious  or  con- 
tagious. The  causes  given  were  numerous,  such  as  the  filthy 
condition  of  cow-houses;  excessive  heat  or  excessive  cold; 
dry  weather,  wet  weather ;  and  some  very  wise  men,  even  so 
recently  as  the  lute  outbreak  of  cattle  plague,  declared  it  was 
something  in  the  air.  Few  would  allow  that  such  disorders 
were  due  to  specific  poisons,  and  not  indigenous  to  our  soil, 
but  of  foreign  growth.  Twenty-eight  years  have  wrought 
wonders— it  lias  educated  the  agricultural  community,  but  at 
what  a  cost !  This  is  one  of  the  benefits  of  compdsory  educa- 
tion. There  can  be  no  doubt  that '  your  exnerience  has  been 
the  most  ample  and  the  most  expensive  moae  of  learning  the 
true  nature  of  these  phigues.  The  outbreak  of  1865  not  only 
enlightened  the  ignorant,  but  it  confounded  the  prejudices  of 
those  who  denied  its  contagious  nature.  Our  instruction  has 
been  costly,  and  we  should  be  deserving  of  the  severest  cen- 
sure if  we  neglected  to  make  use  of  our  acquired  knowledge 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  our  interests.  No  doubt  we 
have  had  a  few  occasional  complaints,  but  they  have  been 
drowned  by  parties  interested  m  the  trattic.  It  has  been  said 
by  agriculturists  that  our  profession  has  done  Utile  to  aid 
stock  owners  in  eradicating  such  diseases  from  their  herds  and 
flocks.  Many  vcterinariaus  have  drawn  the  attention  of  those 
interested  to  this  subject,  but  none  to  the  extent  of  Professor 
Gamgee,  or  with  the  same  originality  of  thought.  Since  1858, 
till  the  cattle  plague  appeared,  he  never  failed  io  point  out 
what  must  ultimately  be  the  result  of  the  traffic  in  foreign 
cattle.  Strange  to  say,  one  of  the  most  induential  agricultural 
bodies  in  this  country  would  hardly  listen  to  him ;  they  put 
him  down  as  an  enthusiast,  a  theonst,  an  idle  dreamer,  VYnen 
he  told  them  that  if  they  persisted  in  introducing  foreign 
stock  we  should  be  certain  to  have  a  visit  from  the  dire  de- 
stroyer, cattle  plague,  ho  was  laughed  at.  In  fact,  he  was 
said  to  be  suflferine  from  a  peculiar  form  of  madness — his  hal- 
lucination being  that  this  country  would  soon  suffer  from  a 
plague  which  would  destroy  nearly  all  our  cattle.  Agricultu- 
rists said  it  could  not  occur — it  was  sensational — a  myth— a 
mere  shadow  \  and,  further,  when  he  informed  you  how  cattle 
plague  could  be  stayed,  I  firmly  believe  if  Lynch  law  had  been 
an  English  custom,  the  cattle  dealers  and  others  interested 
would  have  made  an  example  of  one  who  was,  and  is  still,  your 
best  friend.  Such  has  been  the  recompense  that  one  of  the 
most  talented  members  of  our  much-abused  profession  received 
at  your  hands ;  and  why  P  Because  he  knew  more  than  his 
contemporaries,  and  because  stock-owners  were  not  sufficiently 
educated  to  receive  the  truths  ho  communicated.  I  take  this 
opportunity  of  sayine  that  he  is  the  most  original  man  of  his 
time ;  and  that  he  has  the  most  comprehensive  view  of  all 


Digitized  by 


Google 


28 


*HB  FAEMBE'S  MAGAZINE. 


that  pertains  to  epizootics.  What  did  he  do  for  Wiltshire  P 
Stopped  small- pox.  I  am  not  aware  of  aojone,  who  has 
written  or  lectured  upon  this  subject,  advancing  anything  that 
he  did  not  advise  years  ago.  The^  but  echo  his  words  with- 
out giving  him  the  honour  of  bem^  tlie  first  to  suggest  such 
measures.  Government  adopted  his  suggestions  for  cattle 
plague,  after  the  loss  of  millions,  but  neither  agriculturists 
nor  the  government  have  either  recognised  or  remunerated 
his  valuable  services.  £very  prores^ion  has  had  its  martyrs, 
and  I  expect  ours  is  no  exception  to  the  rule.  However,  gen- 
tlemen, it  is  satisfactory  to  know  "  that  it  is  never  too  late  to 
mend."  I  should  hope  there  are  none  present  who  believe  in 
the  uoH'Coutarjiovs  natarc  of  these  maladies.  To  those  who 
do,  I  will  uot  attempt  to  prove  its  nature,  as  the  time  has 
passed  for  its  discassion — it  is  known  to  every  cow  boy.  I 
will,  however,  place  a  few  facts  before  them.  1.  Th«  ports 
from  which  we  receive  our  foreign  supplies  suffer  much  from 
such  maladies.  2.  Such  diseases  were  never  known  in  Eng- 
land until  foreign  stock  were  introduced.  3.  Such  diseases 
always  radiate  from  centres,  such  as  cattle  markets  along  the 
lines  of  cattle  traffic.  4.  Breeding  districts  are  entirely 
exempt.  5.  The  practice  of  selling  animals  suffering  from 
such  dinorders,  althongh  detrimental  to  your  best  interests, 
proves  clearly  that  you  are  afraid  of  its  spreading.  6.  While 
cattle  plague  was  playing  havoc  with  our  herds,  pleuro-poeu- 
monia  (which  is  contngious)  disappeared.  And  why  ? — The 
traffic  in  animals  was  stopped,  llead  the  history  of  epizootics 
on  the  continent,  how  they  pass  to  Britain,  and  from  it  to 
America,  Australia,  and  I^orway,  and  if  any  further  doubts 
exist  in  your  minds,  invest  in  one  animal  suffering  from  pleuro- 
pneumonia, place  it  amongst  your  healthy  stock,  and  the  result 
will  be  conclusive  evidence  of  its  nature.  Let  me  assure  you 
it  is  impossible  in  this  country  to  produce  this  class  of  dis- 
orders by  any  combination  of  causes  such  as  heat,  cold,  food, 
moisture,  filth,  bad  ventilation,  or  anything  short  of  the  intro- 
duction of  the  specific  poison  into  the  system  of  the  living 
animal.  Any  or  you  may  as  well  try  and  generate  cholera 
amongst  the  members  of  this  Chamber  within  an  hour. 
There  is  little  doubt  that  such  causes  mnv  increase  the  viru- 
lence of  the  attack,  but  nothing  more,  it  is  very  unpleasant 
to  recall  the  results  of  the  late  outbreak  of  cattle  plague,  but 
the  question  naturally  arises  in  one's  mind — Are  we  in  any 
danger  of  its  re-appearing  amongst  our  stock  ?  It  must  not 
be  forgotten  that  it  occurred  once,  and  may  occur  again  under 
like  circumstances.  This  peril  is  even  increased  by  the  large 
extension  of  railways,  forming  a  complete  net-work  to  the 
centres  of  disease  on  the  natural  habitats  of  these  plagues. 
If  prices  be  high  in  our  markets  it  will  further  favour  its  intro- 
duction. Therefore  wc  have  reason  to  apprehend  danger  from 
the  increased  facility  of  transport  together  with  the  unscrupu- 
lous character  of  many  of  those  engaged  in  the  traffic  of  such 
animals.  This  critical  state  of  mattera  loudly  calls  for  some 
stringent  measure  by  our  Government  for  the  protection  of 
the  public  health  and  the  prosperity  of  agriculture,  as  the 
present  system  cannot  possibly  be  tolerated  without  disregard 
to  long  established  and  warmly-cherished  principles  of  our 
social  economy.  I  trust  I  have  been  successful  in  showing 
you  that  the  annual  loss  due  to  the  great  mortality  amongst 
stock  is  greater  than  many  like  to  acknowledge.  I  have  also 
endeavoured  to  show  you  the  pimary  cause  of  vour  losses, 
and  how  such  losses  are  increased  by  yonr  recklessness  in 
purchasing  animals ;  and  I  hope  I  have  succeeded  in  calling 
vour  attention  to  the  liability  at  any  moment  to  another  out- 
break of  cittle  plague  amongst  your  stock.  It  is  nothing  short 
of  folly  to  wait  for  further  evidence  of  its  destructive  nature, 
and  tlie  blame  must  rest  with  yourselves  and  not  with  us  if 
you  are  not  fully  protected  from  its  ravages.  You  thoroughly 
apprehend  the  primary  cause  of  epizootics — it  is  the  free  trade 
in  cattle  ;  and  we  have  much  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves 
that  it  is  so,  as  we  can  without  much  difficulty  apply  a  remedy 
for  which  our  insular  position  offers  every  facility.  Gentle- 
men, I  have  hardly  patience  with  those  who  advocate  free 
trade  in  cattle.  Their  great  idea  is  that  this  liberty  is  good 
for  the  country.  How  can  it  be  so  when  it  permits  the  sys- 
tematic introduction  of  diseased  animals  by  jobbers  into  our 
markets  ?  We  lose  b^  plenro-pneumonia  alone  above  twice  the 
value  of  our  foreip  imports.  Sir  Robert  Feel  never  intended 
to  give  anv  such  hcence  to  traffic  in  that  which  is  dangerous 
to  the  health  of  the  public  and  ruinous  to  the  owners  of  stock. 
Wc  shall  now  consider  the  mea*is  of  preventing  disease. 


The  inspection  of  foreign  ttoek  ai  Briiisk  porit,^h!^tx  some 
experience  of  this  mode  of  preventing  disease,  I  amoompeUed 
to  say  that  at  the  best  it  is  of  doubtful  utili^.  Every  one  kaors 
that  the  results  obtained  from  the  examination  of  aoinaU  wliidi 
have  been  at  sea  are  very  unsatisfactory,  as  the  excitesMst 
produced  by  bad  ventilation  between  decks,  over-crovduig,8sd 
the  cruel  manner  in  which  they  are  treated  in  landiag,  ue 
sufficient  to  obscure  the  signs  of  disease.    No  doubt  bad  cssn 
may  be  observed,  but  even  this  cannot  be  done  in  all  instsoces 
without  danger  to  life  or  limb.    Inspectors  cannot  posablj 
recognise  disease  during  its  incnbatiTe  stages.     These  viiy— 
extending  to  forty  days  in  pleuro-pnenmonia,  in  cattle  plsgse 
six  days,  and  in  epizootic  aphtha  ranging  from  twenty*foar 
hours  to  five  days.    Now  it  is  quite  possihle  that  a  cargo  miy 
be  passing  through  this  stage  and  yet  be  reported  healthy  by 
the  inspector.    They  are  then  permitted  to  be  exposed  is  oir 
markets  to  propagate  disease.    The  inspector  may  lioiit  the 
number  of  animals  suffering  from  the  acnte  form,  and  in  this 
particular  may  be  of  some  little  service.    But  it  must  be  evi- 
dent that    it  can  be  no  protection  to    onr  home  stock. 
Quarantine  lias  been  recommended  for  all  foreign  cattle.  I 
believe  that  it  is  impracticable  in  this  country,  becaoM  it 
would  never  be  so  efficiently  conducted  as  to  secure  ui  sgaiut 
the  spread  of  such  maladies ;  in  fact,  it  would  resemble  ov 
sanr^toriums  during  the  cattle  pbigue,  and  would  merdj  be  a 
centre  for  the  spread  »f  such  disorders.    The  advantsgcs  to  be 
gained  by  this  procedure  would  be  so  few  that  it  woold  sew 
compensate  for  the  expense  incurred.    It  would  meet  vitb 
very    much    opposition    from    its    impracticable  chsncter. 
Imagine  an  old  Dutch  cow  retained  in  quarantine  for  sit 
weeks ;  it  is  simply  absurd.    No  doubt  this  measure  woold 
have  this  advantage,  that  it  would  soon  put  a  stop  to  foreign 
supplies  altogether.    What  I  would  suggest  for  yourstfety 
would  be,  that  all  foreign  cattle  and  sheep  should  be  slssgh- 
tered  when  they  amve  at  our  ports,  and  sent  as  dead  meat  to 
our  central  markets.    Sheep,  if  allowed  to  be  exposed  in  osr 
markets  alive,  would  be  capable  of  propagating  all  the  epi- 
zootics to  our  home  cattle.    There  ahould  be  no  half  measures. 
Government  should  be  compelled  to  restrict  this  traffic  and 
encourage  our  home  trade.     If  the  British  farmer  offered  ani- 
mals for  sale  knowing  that  they  came  from  a  diseased  ^, 
and  that  they  were  suffering  from  the  disease  in  a  Utent  form. 
he  would  be  punished.     Why  then  should  Goverameot  alwir 
salesmen  to  dispose  of  foreign  cattle  when  they  are  knowa  to 
come  from  infected  districts  P    Indeed,  this  fact  often  leads  to 
an  increased  suuply  of  such  animals  to  our  markets.    Forw^ 
cattle  dealers  Kuow  we  will  give  good  prices  even  for  stoex 
capable  of  propagating  disease  in  the  shortest  possible  hoe. 
This  shows  the  ineqiutlity  ofourKnglbh  laws,  fordgae"  «»?? 
allowed  to  go  scot-free  for  the  same  offence  that  you  would  in 
all  probability  be  imprisoned  foV.    Why  should  you  snffer 
from  any  delect  in  the  laws  of  free  trade  in  cattle?    I  wj 
assure  you  if  the  same  thing  was  even  attempted  to  be  done  to 
any  other  section  of  the  community  the  statute  would  be  al 
once  repealed.    In  fact  the  more  seldom  that  either  weep  or 
cattle  are  permitted  to  leave  our  ports  alive,  the  less  likely  are 
wc  to  have  a  repetition  of  the  calamity  of  1866,  which  pro*^ 
so  fatal  to  your  interests.    It  is  one  of  the  most  chsrsctensJK 
features  of  epizootics  that  they  tend  always  to  become  extin- 
guished in  places  remote  from  those  wherein  they  seem  lo  wv« 
a  spontaneous  origin.     The   influences   which  affect  this 
extiuction  arc  difficult  to  determine ;  perhaps  oae  «**"  " 
that  the  contagious  matter  requires  other  conditions  b«wo 
the  mere  presence  of  animals  before  it  can  establish  itself  per- 
manently in  a  country.    As  these  conditions,  ^^^^y^l*  "^ 
nowhere  excepting  in  those  countries  wherein  such  dwo«s« 
spontaneously  arise,  their  absence  in  our  own  land  maybejjo* 
cause  of  those  disorders  undergoing  a  gradual  exterminsWM. 
Again,  these  diseases,  from  being  transmitted  ^^^'Ij^iflJJ- 
generations,  lose  much  of  their  virulence,  and  anim»«  becoin 
much  less  susceptible  to  the  influence  of  their  contagion*  P"^" 
ciples.    It  is  well  known,  for  example,  that  neither  pien^ 
pneumonia  nor  epizootic  aphtha  is  so  deadly  now  m  when 
appeared  first  amongst  us,  and  it  is  just  as  certain  th'^^^^'!. 
these  diseases  would  ultimately  disappear  if  it  were  not  for  iw 
continued  introduction  of  virus  from  abroad.  .     ,^ 

How  to  Trent  Home  Stock.— I  should  advise  ^on  to  piKJ 
newly-purchased  animals  from  public  markets  in  iw»  ^ 
houses  for  at  least  six  weeks.  You  wiU  never  regret  dowgi 
as  it  will  prevent  the  spread  of  such  diseases  as  plearo-P'"'"* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THB  FABMBB'S  MAGAZINB. 


29 


SMIL   Slumld  this  diiorder  break  oat  among  your  stock, 
vfat  should  be  done  P    KiU  at  onoe  all  those  suffering  from 
:k  oolsdy,  separate  the  rest  of  joar  stock  into  small  lots,  and 
k  eertsin  that  each  herd  is  thorooghly  isobted  from  the  other. 
Tba  rat  them  all  under  tonic  treatment,  sulphate  of  iron 
bdag  toe  best    By  this  prooedure  ?on  will  invisorate  them  to 
saefa  SD  extent  that  they  w:^  probably  withstand  the  action  of 
the  specific  poison.    Be  careful  that  those  attending  diseased 
iDUDils  do  not  come  in  contact  with  your  healthy  stock.  Such 
newuci  will  tend  to  confine  disease  to  the  districts  in  which 
it  bis  first  broken  oat,  and  at  the  same  time  stay  its  progress. 
It  is  at  sll  times  wise  to  nse  antiseptics.    This  treatment,  in 
iu  entirety,  wonld  not  apply  to  epizootic  aphtha,  as  its  period 
of  incubation  is  so  short  thst  it  would  be  difficult  to  prerent 
its  spread.    It  is  not  deadly,  but  it  leads  to  great  waste  of  meat 
Hid  nilk.    fat  stock  may  sink  £3  per  head  in  value,  while 
vith  dsiiT  stock  it  la  simy  ruinous.    This  disease  has  during 
the  psst  thirty  years  robbed  our  people  of  not  less  than  between 
tso  sad  three  million  tons  of  amnuu  food.    A  practical  farmer 
Ins  stated  the  money  lost  at  £250,000,000.    Let  us  now  coa- 
liJer  That  should  be  done  before  you  can  reasonably  expect 
GoTfnuoeat  to  assist  you.    Show  your  annual  losses.    Be  in 
t  pouUoa  to  place  in  the  hands  of  vour  members  of  Parliament 
itstistics.    If  this  he  done  you  will  command  the  attention  of 
Gorenunent,  and  at  the  same  time  secure  that  great  element 
pablie  sjmpathT ;  and  with  both  these  the  result  is  evident. 
Messares  would  soon  be  adopted  to  prevent  further  loss.    It 
vill  appear  to  the  most  sceptical  tnst  statistics  emanating 
from  agrieuHural  chambers  would  be  a  powerful  lever,  as  the 
erideoce  you   could    adduce    wonld  be    so   overwhelming 
u  to  ensare    your   carrying    the    day    in    any    political 
straggle    for     yonr     long     lost     rights.      The    shackles 
which  the   Ptel    Oovemmect    forged    for    you    in    1842 
would  drop  off,  and  thus  relieve  you  of  your  ^reat  danger 
is  parehasing  stock.    This  would  not  be  all ;  it  would  en- 
sare s  sunpfy  of  hundreds  of  tons  of  food  for  the  public,  to- 
gether with  an  increased  account  at  your  bankers.    How  can 
statistics  as  to  the  mortailitj  of  stock  be  best  secured  P  Simply 
by  the  appointment  of  r^^trars  in  different  parts  of  the 
cdantry,  whose  duty  it  would  be  to  ascertain  the  diseases  in 
psrticdar  districts.    These  reports  should  contain :  1,  Name 
of  disorder ;  2,  Its  caoses ;  3,  Its  natvre,  whether  contagious, 
infedtoos,  or  otherwise ;  4,  Its  duration ;  5,  The  number  of 
^tb.  This  would  tend  to  instruct  us  concerning  the  special  in- 
flsenees  of  certain  districts  in  producing  disease,  and  at  the  same 
tiiae  would  give  ua  precise  knowledge  of  the  loss  incurred  by 
the  whole  country.    Let  me  here  advert  to  the  absurd  idea 
tiiat  naoy  fiarmers  have  of  opposing  any  measure  that  requires 
itatistka  from  them.    Thejr  think  that  Government  wants  to 
ksov  too  much  of  their  private  affairs,  and  tax  them  accord- 
iogijr-    Such  was  not  the  case  in  reference  to  the  statistics 
mained  daring  the  cattle  pbgue.    Indeed,  if  Government 
lud  Dot  received  such  information  no  measures  of  prevention 
eoald  have  been  adopted.    It  is  essential  in  the  present  in- 
<taaee  that  the  Government  should  be  in  possession  of  all  the 
^  of  jour  losses,  before  yon  can  hope  to  have  the  law  of 
frn  trade  in  cattle  corrected.    Wliat  should  this  Chamber  do 
^  s  pioneer  in  this  great  movement?    Communicate  with 
other  Chambers  of  Farmers*  Clubs  in  the  county,  and  suggest 
to  ea^  member  that  he  should  be  his  own  registrar  for  six 
Booths.    When  the  statistics  are  collected  and  arranged  yon 
^oild  be  very  much  surprised  to  find  that  even  in  Gloucester- 
shire the  kns  is  so  heavy.   Since  writing  the  above,  I  see  from 
pv  joamals  that  cattle  plague  continues  to  destroy  the  cattle 
i&hrn  numbers  in  £astem  Europe.    It  is  of  such  a  virulent 
tFpe  that  it  has  spread  to  several  fresh  districts  in  Poland  and 
littsgary.  Plenro-pneumonia  increases  in  our  own  county.    33 
cosoties  are  affected,  showing  132  distinct  centres.    Foot-and- 
Bosth  disease,  56  counties  with  863  centres  for  its  rapid 
ipRad.    Such  then  is  a  brief  sketch  of  this  class  of  diseases, 
•M  the  true  remedy  for  their  cure.    Gentlemen,  I  leave  the 
Mtter  in  your  hands,  knowing  that— 

"  Wise  men  ne'er  sit  and  wail  tliKir  losses ;" 
*w  that  "a  word  to  the  wise  is  sufficient.**    You  must  be  up 
uAOouix:  *<the  cattle  npon  a  thousand  hills  will  continue  to 
*M  it  was  of  old,  the  symbol  of  wealth  and  honour.** 

Mr.  Edjiokds  (the  President) :  'ihere  was  one  point  in  the 
^R  whieh  I  noticed  particmarly,  and  that  was  as  regards 
we  ohtsinins  of  statistics  of  the  diseased  cattle— the  number 
^"B»ed  and  the  money  vake— in  order  to  place  these  statis- 


tics in  the  hands  of  our  members.  I  think  that  a  material 
point,  and  a  very  ^ood  idea.  I  hope  some  gentleman  will 
continue  this  discussion,  and  if  any  one  wishes  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion of  Mr.  McBride,  I  am  sure  he  will  answer  it. 

Mr.  McB&iDE  signified  his  assent. 

Mr.  E.  BowLY  said :  I  forget  the  law — they  are  obliged  to 
slaughter  fat  cattle  are  they  not  now  ? 

Mr.  McBride  :  After  they  have  travelled  into  our  markets. 
They  are  not  destroyed  at  the  wharves,  they  travel  through  Lon- 
don and  other  large  towns  before  they  arrive  at  the  markets,  and 
propagate  disease  through  the  country.  What  should  be  done 
IS — thev  should  be  killed  at  tlie  wharves.  Also  store  cattle ;  we 
know  they  can  travel  anywhere  they  like — they  are  not  killed. 

Mr.  E.  BowLY :  Surely  they  undergo  some  quarantine  ? 

Mr.  McBride  :  None  whatever ;  no  quarantine. 

The  President  :  They  did  at  one  time. 

Mr.  McBride  :  They  are  passed  by  the  inspector.  If  there 
is  one  or  two  diseased  of  course  the  whole  cargo  can  be  con- 
demned. 

Mr.  BowLY  was  not  aware  Uiey  could  come  inland. 

Mr.  McBride  :  The  disease  is  as  bad  in  Ireland  as  in  Ger- 
many, yet  the  Irish  cattle  can  travel  wherever  they  please. 
The  Irish  have  plenty  of  pleuro-pneumonia,  which  has,  I  be- 
lieve, caused  more  loss  than  the  cattle  plague,  because  it  has 
been  continued  through  at  least  thirty  ycjfirs. 

Mr.  BowLY :  I  think  it  an  important  subject,  and  one  for 
action  for  a  club  like  this.  We  know  what  restrictive  mea- 
sures have  done— we  saw  their  efficacy  during  the  time  of  the 
cattle  plague,  for  whilst  there  were  restrictive  measures  the 
foot-and-mouth  disease  and  pleuro-pneumonia  almost  disap- 
peared. We  cannot  give  many  statistics  here,  for  we  never 
have  it.  Even  when  it  was  in  the  country  a  hundred  years 
ago  I  think  the  Cotswold  Hills  were  exempt  then.  I  am  sure 
I  should  be  gUtd  to  do  anything  I  can  to  strengthen  our  mem- 
bers' hands,  and  to  obtain  restrictive  measures.  I  should  have 
liked  to  have  seen  a  larger  meeting  here.  I  feel  rather  warmly 
npon  the  subject  myself. 

Mr.  McBride  ;  We  have  here  about  twelve  agriculturists 
present  representing  the  Cirencester  Agricultural  Chamber  on 
such  an  important  subject  as  cattle  disease — how  can  they  ex- 
pect Government  to  take  an  interest  in  it,  when  they  do  not 
take  an  interest  in  their  own  affairs  P 

Mr.  £.  Ruck  said :  As  one  of  the  agricultorists  of  Glouces- 
tershire, I  may  say  that  I  believe  we  suffer  less  than  any  other 
of  the  counties.  Sheep  are  the  principal  stock  in  this  district, 
not  cattle.    I  agree  with  the  lecturer — we  should  have  been 

fileased  to  have  seen  the  whole  of  the  farmers  here  to  have 
istened  to  his  interesting  lecture ;  but  still  we  must  remember 
that  this  district  is  not  so  interested  in  cattle  as  other 
counties. 

Mr.  McBride  :  It  shows  their  selfishness  when  they  won't 
assist  those  who  require  a  little  help. 

The  President:  I  am  thankful  to  say  that  we  know 
nothing  of  the  cattle  plague  in  this  district,  neither  have  we 
known  much  of  the  pleuro-pneumonia.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
arises  from  the  fact  that  we  do  not  trade  in  cattle.  With 
regard  to  the  foot-and-mouth  disease,  I  can  give  a  practical 
illustration  of  its  bad  effect.  Many  years  ago  we  had  it 
among  our  dair^  cows,  and  the  effect  was  exactly  described  by 
Professor  McBride.  In  1866  we  had  some  cattle  at  a  farm  in 
Berkshire — about  twenty.  These  cattle  were  divided  into  two 
lots,  one  came  to  my  own  farm,  the  other  ten  went  to  a 
meadow  near  the  turnpike  road,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
through  cattle  travelling  along  that  road  those  in  the  meadow 
were  attacked  by  this  disease,  and  at  Christmas  their  value 
was  not  so  great  by  £5  a-head  as  those  in  the  lot  that  came 
home;  whereas  at  the  time  they  were  parted, in  the  beginning 
of  September,  they  were  equal  in  value  as  near  as  possible. 
I  will  just  say  with  regard  to  the  point  Mr.  McBride  spoke  of, 
the  real  fact  is,  the  gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood  say  they 
can  read  and  study  these  papers  on  the  next  Saturday 
morning,  and  they  are  anxious  to  get  homo  from  market  on 
the  Monday  evening,  so  they  leave  it  to  a  few. 

Mr.  £.  BowLY:  I  think  the  matter  very  important.  I 
think  the  best  thing  would  be  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
communicate  with  other  chambers.  We  have  heard  the 
lecturer  read  the  enormous  losses  our  brother  farmers  incur, 
and  we  do  not  know  how  soon  we  may  suffer.  I  hope  it  will 
be  taken  up  generally  by  Chambers  of  Agriculture,  and  im- 
prened  upon  Goyemment,    I  bcUeve  I  aiu  correct  in  saying 
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that  the  foot-and-mouth  diBease  and  plenro-pneamonia  ate 
increaBing  every  day. 

The  Frxsident  :  Mr.  Bowly  proposed  a  committee ;  will 
any  gentleman  second  it  P 

Mr.  Snowskll  seconded  the  proposaL 

Professor  Cbubch,  after  some  conversation  with  Mr. 
Bowly,  said  he  proposed  an  amendment— that  the  existing 
committee  should  take  the  matter  in  hand. 

Mr.  BowLT :  I  have  no  objection  at  all ;  I  am  only  anxious 
it  should  not  be  lost  sight  of. 

The  amended  resolution  was  taken  as  carried,  the  meeting 
beio^  unanimous,  and  Professor  McBride  Was  added  to  the 
existing  committee. 

Frdfessor  Wrightson  asked  the  lecturer  what  are  his 
views  with  regard  to  inoculation  for  pleuro-pneumonia  P 

Mr.  McBridi  :  So  fi&r  as  my  own  experiments  go  I  do  not 
believe  in  inocuUtion ;  the^  require  to  be  extendeo,  but  so  far 
as  they  go  I  do  not  believe  m  inoculation  for  pleuro-pneumonia 
as  any  preventative. 

Mr.  BowLT :  It  is  not  so  fatal  as  cattle  plague  P 

Mr.  McBrii)£  :  We  lose  a  great  many  by  it*  about  30  per 
cent. 


Mr.  BoWLT:  I  mean  that  of  those  attaeled  by  pleura 
pneumonia  a  greater  number  recover  than  of  thoee  attadcd 
by  cattle  plagpe. 

Mr.  ICcBribe  :  About  SO  per  oent.  of  the  cattle  pkgot 
recover. 

Mr.  BowLT :  I  was  not  aware  it  was  so  many. 

Mr.  McBridx  :  It  was  not  at  first,  bot  towards  the  end  oi 
the  time  that  number  recovered.  The  viras  of  dieesse  i^ 
seldom  so  fatal  after  it  has  been  transmitted  through  a  number 
of  living  beings. 

l£r.  H.  Ruck  :  The  lecturer  has  told  ns  that  we  csDoot 

Suite  look  after  our  own  business ;  he  has  also  told  us  the 
isease  has  come  from  abroad,  and  I  think  one  of  his  points 
was  that  all  cattle  should  be  destroyed  at  the  port.  If  we 
should  advocate  that,  it  would  be  preventing  the  transmisston 
of  food  over  the  country— that  would  be  |>rotection.  I  doa't 
think  our  Government  would  quite  join  with  Mr.  McBride  in 
slaughtering  the  cattle.  I  think  his  remarks  very  good  in- 
deed—that  farmers  should  register  their  stock.  I  beg  to 
Sropose  a  vote  of  thankn  to  Mr.  McBride ;  we  are  much  in- 
ebted  to  him. 
This  was  seconded  and  carried. 


THE  BREEDING  AND  RBAEING  OF  HORSES. 


At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Lavenham  Farmers*  Club,  Mr. 
G.  D.  Baduam  read  the  following  paper :  1st.  As  regards 
horses  for  riding.  We  constantlj[  hear  the  remark,  **  Breeding 
nags  does  not  pay/'  Why  does  it  not  pay  P  Simply  becanse 
we  breed  amiss.  Do  we  not  put  mares  without  any  known 
pedi^ee,  and  too  often  with  some  hereditary  defect,  to  any 
stallion  which  happens  to  come  near  us  ?  If  we  wish  to  im- 
prove our  cattle,  sheep,  or  swine,  the  services  of  a  good  male 
animal  are  secured,  and  sometimes  we  go  even  further,  and 
purchase  some  good  females ;  but  we  take  no  trouble  with  our 
horses,  and  frequently  the  one  we  use  is  hardly  looked  at. 
Certainties  in  horse  breeding  are  fallacious,  yet  we  must  be 
guided  by  general  rules,  and  the  breeder  who  carefully  studies 
the  selection  of  both  sire  and  dam  will  far  outstrip  the  reckless 
breeders.  Oar  great  object  should  be  to  produce  an  animal  as 
near  perfection  as  possible ;  for  this  end  the  sire  chosen  should 
be  possessed  of  those  points  in  which  the  dam  may  be  deficient. 
There  is  in  my  opinion  but  one  true  shape  for  a  horse, 
whether  it  be  a  cart  liorse  or  a  hunter,  and  depend  upon 
it  the  sloping  shoulder  is  as  necessary  for  the  one  as  the 
other,  for  if  he  has  a  straight  shoulder  he  cannot  walk,  and 
the  old  story  about  not  being  able  to  draw  with  a  sloping  one 
is  sheer  nonsense.  Breeding  and  rearing  the  noblest  animsd 
in  the  whole  creation  is,  and  ought  to  be,  the  delight  of  man ; 
but  beside  the  pleasure  we  derive  from  it,  we  ought  also  to 
obtain  some  profit,  which  cannot  be  done  unless  we  combine 
jadgroent  vnth  it.  You  must,  if  you  wish  to  succeed,  give'np 
using  the  half-bred  horses,  except  upon  thorough  bred  mares ; 
if  you  have  the  allov  in  the  dam  yon  do  not  want  it  in  the 
sire.  The  modern  hunter  or  hack  must  be  thorough  bred  on 
one  side,  and  X  should  like  to  see  the  same  rule  in  our  Agri- 
cultural Society  in  Suffolk  as  they  have  in  the  North,  where 
no  animal  is  allowed  to  compete  unless  the  pedigree  show  at 
least  two  crosses  of  blood.  The  great  improver  of  his  species 
is  the  thorough  bred  horse,  ana  if  we  wish  to  succeed  in 
breeding  a  modern  hunter  or  hack  we  must  select  a  mare  free 
from  hereditary  ailments,  and  put  her  to  a  horse  with  plenty 
of  stout  blood  in  his  veins.  In  the  best  hunting  counties, 
such  as  Leicestershire,  Northamptonshire,  and  many  others, 
the  cocktail  stallion  is  unknown,  and  more  will  be  found  in 
the  Eastern  Counties  than  in  any  part  of  England.  The 
selection  of  a  good  maie  is  of  the  greatest  importance.  I 
have  scarcely  ever  seen  a  bad  horse  of  any  class  from  a 
really  good  mare,  and  there  is  scarcely  an  instance  of  ex- 
traordinary merit  but  the  prevailing  points  of  excellence 
could  be  traced  in  some  way  to  the  aam.  At  the  same 
time  we  must  not  overlook  the  importance  of  good  sires, 
for  without  these  we  shall  assuredly  fail  in  our  attempts 
to  breed  a  good  animal.  How  does  the  chance  breeder 
proceed  in  the  choice  of  his  sire  P  Does  he  look  for  one 
which  has  all  the  points  good  iu  which  his  mare  is  defective? 


If  he  did,  half  the  evils  mi^ht  be  avoided ;  but  chance  issgaia 
trusted  to,  and  all  the  anxiety  he  evinces  in  the  matter  is  the 
cost  of  the  horse's  services ;  while  in  other  cases  it  is  the  ooe 
which  passes  the  gate,  or  is  close  at  liand,  which  in  choKo. 
He  may  have  every  defect  to  which  horse-flesh  is  liable,  bat 
this  is  no  matter  to  the  chance  breeder ;  a  foal  is  all  he  v&otd, 
and  I  once  heard  a  breeder  say,  "  A  foal  was  a  foal,  and  it 
could  not  be  a  calf."    He  never  pictures  to  himself  the  »st 
of  rearing  a  colt  up  to  three,  four,  or  five  years  old,  and  then 
finding  the  animal  has  a  spavin,  a  curb,  or  a  ringbone.   The 
systematic  breeder  never  allows  any  chance-work  to  creep 
into  his  concerns.    Whether  he  breeds  racers,  hunters,  car- 
riage, saddle,  or  cart  horses,  he  selects  with  deep  anxiety  the 
aninnals  he  intends  to  breed  from,  of  both  sexes,  and  those 
which  he  can  trace  back  to  blood  of  unquestionable  family  in 
their  class.    Breeders  of  this  description  are  not  numeroDs  jn 
these  counties,  but  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  their  becoming 
so,  and  they  will  generally  succeed  hesi  by  confining  them- 
selves to  lu-eeding  only  one  class  of  horse,  though  of  coarse 
there  are  exceptions  to  this  as  every  other  rule.    One  I  re- 
member, some  years  ago,  in  the  eastern  parts  of  this  coonty; 
I  remarked  that  all  his  colt  foals  were  sent  away  as  sires,  and 
his  fillies  became  first-class    mares,  and  were  always  win- 
ners at  the  Suffolk  Agricultural  Shows ;  and  before  he  let  his 
home  farm,  he  offered  to  show  his  five  mares  with  any  five  m 
the  county ;  the  challenge  was  accepted  by  the  late  ^r.  Cat- 
lin,  who  was  beaten  by  him ;  the  same  gentleman  bred  also  * 
few  hunters  and  hacks,  and  in  these  he  was  just  as  "^J**^/*  j 
his  carriage  horses  were  bred  by  himself,   and  *^*y,  "*? 
not  their  equal  in  the  county,   and  one  of  his  hacks  1 
shall  always  remember.      I  mention  these  facts  to  show 
it  is  not  so  difficult  as  people  fancy  to  breed  goodm- 
mals  if  you  only  set  about  it  in  the  right  way,  for     h*« 
breeds    like."      Temper,    power,    endurance,  spirit,  gene- 
rally follow  the  dam;  form,  action,  &o.,  the  «"V,.  " 
out   losing   sight   of    the    power,    the  more   breeding  » 
hunter  can  have  the  better,  for  they  are  often  called  on  to  per- 
form extraordinary  acts  of  gameness,  and  from  the  thoroogn- 
bred  comes  all  the  pluck  and  courage  to  stay  a  distanc^*;; 
by  their  blood-Uke  action  to  give  their  riders  a  comfortawe 
seat  in  their  saddles.    It  is  not  necessary  for  a  mwe^.^ 
been  a  fine  performer  herself,  but  there  are  a  few  points  m»- 
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ble,  via;.,  a  sloping  shoulder,  deeper  eirth,  ■w'l'*"^ 
I,  a  good  back,  big  quarters  and  thighs  and  hocka,  wiw 
her  hind  legs  in  the  proper  position  under  her.  ^j^^^ 
before  said,  temper,  spirit,  and  endurance  are  all  very  ws» 
in  the  dam.  Mares  to  breed  carriage  horses  need  no\°f 
well  bred  as  those  for  breeding  hunters,  but  thwr  mw^,  .^" 
plenty  of  knee  action,  with  good  heads,  necks,  wd  swoioerj 
and  should  be  put  to  a  thoroughbred  sire  if  you  f»^  "^^JTS 
first-class  animals.    The  same  thing  applies  to  hacw,  »* 
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vafonhle  to  breed  a  modem  hack  except  in  thii  wiy.    As 
R^  hoxws  for  agriealtand  pnrpoies,  there  is  nothing  will 
i^ereit  yon  more  as  a  body  of  aavanoed  practical  f]inneri,than 
«kt ,««  want  to  constitate  a  sood  draught  brood  mare,  and 
tkn  is  nothing  connected  with  agricnltare  of  greater  import- 
iBoe  to  the  farmer  than  his  horse-power,  with  me  exception  of 
maasal  kboar.    It  is  true  that  steam  is  lar^y  employed 
•here  fonaerly  horae-powcr  was  nsed,  both  m  cnltiration 
ndtbiashing;  bnt  horse-power  still  is,  and  must  always  be, 
tb^prindpAl  means  by  which  afSmner  gets  through  his  work, 
od  steam  beeoraes  more  of  an  anxiliaiy  than  a  real  power. 
Seeb  bdog:  the  caie,  is  it  not  onr  interest  to  have  this  great 
power  of  the  most  approved  dassP  and  in  order  to  effect  this 
the  same  attention    most  be  paid  both  sire  and  dam  as  in 
bncdiBg  horses  for  the  field  or  road.    A   pedigree  of  un- 
ibabted  authority    is   absolutely  necessary ;  if  you  see  two 
^ana  with  all   that   yoo  want  in  a  sire,  but  no  pedigree, 
&r  only  an  imperfect    one,  and  another   with   some  faults, 
bv!  with  a  pedigree,  select  the  ktter,  as  you  are  more  certain 
to  get  an  average  foal,  but  with  the  other  it  is  all  chance ; 
TOB  may  get  what  yon  want,  or  you  may  not.    The  all  im- 
porunt  point  of  soundness  is  now  to  be  considered.    It  is  the 
esvntisl  one  in  the  brood  mare  for  all  purposes.    It  is  a  noto- 
ruas  &ct  that  there  are  certain  diseases  to  which  parents  are 
the  sabjeeta,  and  which  will  descend  in  the  progeny.    Bing- 
boDesand  sidebones  are  hereditary  in  almost  any  form.    In- 
deed ringbooes  will  come  out  after  many  ^nerations.    Blind- 
Beat,  a  special  disease  of  horses,  is  certain  to  follow  breeds ; 
and  on  BO  account  would  I  recommend  breeding  from  either 
sra  affected  with  it.    A  mare  may  lose  an  eye  or  become  blind 
from  socident ;  but  though  this  would  not  be  hereditary,  it 
n£u  her  for  that  office  which  nature  has  destined  ha^-to 
protect  sad  shield  her  offspring  from  injury,  besides  it  makes 
Her  clamsy,  and  she  is  liable  to  tread  on  the  foal.    Diseases 
ohhe  respiratory  organs,  as  roaring,  whistlinjr,  broken  wind, 
and  thick  wind,  are  all,  I  consider,  hereditary  diseases.    Di- 
se««  in  the  feet  should  be  carefully  avoided.    Sand-crack  I 
bve  seen  follow  in  families,  and  seedy-toe  also.    In  conclu- 
«oD,  1  may  add  that  it  is  most  important  to  have  both  sire 
32ui  dam  is  a  healthy  condition,  as  the  progeny  of  sickly-framed 
Mimab  are  sure  to  inherit  some  of  their  failings.    Perfect 
tonfbrmation  and  soundness  in  both  sire  and  dam  are  of  the 
^^test  importance.    Before  I  conclude  I  will  make  a  few 
J^marks  apon  the  treatment  of  foals  and  yearlings,  &c.  Ilaving 
D^  a  good  animal,  the  next  thing  we  have  to  attend  to  is 
Ms  being  well  cared  for.    I  will  suppose  you  are  breeding 
animals  of  the   right   sort,  and  such  as  will  bear  a  little 
i&creised  exnenditure  to  be  bestowed  upon  them.    I  will  begin 
vith  the  foal ;  get  them  early  as  possible,  and  give  the  dam 
waB,  com,  and  hay.    Com  should  be  continued  a  good  part  of 
^^*ttmmer,  if  you  intend  having  a  good  yearling,  and  three 
was  should  be  ^ven  to  the  foal  daily,  when  it  is  weaned  ; 
Q^nng  the  following  summer,  and,  indeeid,  till  the  animal  is 
fwing  three  years  old,  no  com  will  be  necessary,  but  at  that 
^S^  it  shoiUd  be  brought  into  the  stable  and  commence  its  ediT- 
tttwn ;  thiseourse  requires  good  management ;  but  I  would  on 
joaccoimt  allow  it  to  be  taken  off  the  farm,  to  be  what  is 
wmed  broken ;  if  you  must  employ  a  person  for  the  purpose 
w  getting  the  animid  in  a  fit  state  to  be  ridden,  by  all  means 
WTp  it  done  at  home.    And  I  strongly  advise  all  breeders  to 
we  their  foals  haltered  and  tied  now  and  then,  when  they 
are  sacking  upon  the  mares.    The  greatest  care  is  necessary 
*^tn  stock  of  this  description ;  it  is  quite  possible  to  avoid 
•«*deuts  in  a  great  measure— at  all  events  we  should  try  to 
woid  them;  allow  only  a  very  careful  man,  who  uses  your 
animals  gentiv,  to  have  anything  to  do  with  them,  and  I  feel 
tare  you  ^|  ^^  accidents  mnch  less  common  than  here- 
tofore. 

.  ^:  ^*  BiDDELL  (the  chairman)  said  the  great  aim  in 
iJreeding  hunters  was  to  obtain  good  weight-carriers.  There 
*»  »  gentleman  in  the  room  who  had  one  of  the  best  he 
Mew,  and  that  gentleman  had  reasons  to  be  proud  of  it,  as  he 
M^oulf  bred  it  himself,  but  he  rode  it  well,  and  generaUy 
^V^«d  a  good  position.  He  alluded  to  Mr.  Edgar. 
M  p^^  Mud  his  experience  was  something  like  that  of 
S  ,  ^*^"~7be  had  bred  so  many  horses  that  he  was  rather 
^WA  ^°**o*«*'  As  far  as  cart-horses  were  concemed 
"*  OM  got  on  Tery  well  from  Chester  Emperor,  and  had  bred 
•  "7J°"«  b«  was  using  on  his  farm ;  bnt  he  never  succeeded 
« j^Dg  BBOfe  thaa  one  good  ]iag,«n4  that  was  a  yery  good 


one.  He  had  bred  several  in  the  lame  way,  bat  none  of  them 
had  turned  out  so  well.  He  had  kept  some  of  them  up  to 
Ave  years  old,  and  then  found  thev  were  worth  about  £10. 
The  animal  the  Chairman  had  referred  to  was  really  a  good 
one— he  never  knew  a  day  too  long  or  a  fence  too  big  for  ner. 
He  had  now  turned  all  his  female  animals  over  to  Mr.  Hnst* 
ler,  and  perhaps  he  would  tell  them  how  he  was  getting  on 
with  them ;  ne  was  afraid  he  was  following  in  his  (Mr. 
Edgar^s)  steps.  He  thought  he  should  begin  again,  and  not 
be  quite  so  anck-hearted  as  Mr.  Hawkins.  He  was  afraid  the 
sire  ne  used  was  not  all  he  ought  to  have  been.  It  was  a  pro- 
fessed thoroughbred,  but  he  did  not  think  he  was  auite. 

Mr.  HusTLin  said  Mr.  Edgar  had  riven  such  a  glowing 
description  of  the  animals  he  had  handed  over  to  him  that  he 
did  not  think  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  say  much.  At  any 
rate  he  had  not  put  them  forward  as  a  very  profitable  sort  to 
keep.  He  thought  some  of  Mr.  Badham's  remarks  applied 
very  much  to  the  animal  that  he  and  Mr.  Edgar  bred  from  ; 
he  did  not  think  the  dam  was  perfectly  sound— whether  by 
accident  or  hereditarv  disease  he  could  not  say— and  he  be- 
lieved her  progeny  inherited  her  defects.  That  was  one  of  the 
causes  why  they  bred  amiss.  He  had  not  yet  given  up  hope, 
and  thought  some  of  them  might  yet  turn  out  right.  He 
thought  it  was  quite  right  for  farmers  to  breed  their  own  cart- 
horses. Grazing  bullocks  did  not  pay  them  very  much,  and 
he  thought  if  they  paid  a  Uttle  attention  to  the  horses  they 
would  pay  as  well  as  the  cattle,  besides  enabling  them  to  keep 
a  ffood  supply  of  young  horses  to  work  on  the  farm ;  for  he 
believed  it  was  best  to  sell  the  horses  that  had  reached  eight 
or  ten  years  old,  and  put  colts  in  their  places.  The  difficulty 
they  had  in  breeding  nag  horses  was  that  they  did  not  get 
many  good  sires  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  people  had  some 
diffidence  in  sending  mares  to  a  distance,  as  there  was  some  un- 
certainty about  getting  a  foal  that  would  pay  them. 

Mr.  Baduam  believed  the  breed  of  the  Suffolk  horse  was  as 
pure  as  the  blood  horse ;  and  it  was  much  to  be  regretted 
that  they  had  not  a  stud  book  of  tlie  Suffolk  breed.  They 
had  not  the  guide  they  ought  to  liave ;  but  animals  that  had 
been  prize-winners  for  generations  had  their  pedigree  pretty 
well  established. 

Mr.  Talbot  agreed  with  what  Mr.  Badham  had  advanced, 
particularly  as  to  the  importance  of  having  trae-bred  animals 
on  both  sides;  and,  undoubtedly,  those  points  which  were 
deficient  in  the  dam  should  be  particularly  looked  to  in  the 
sire.  Suffolk,  as  they  were  all  aware,  was  not  a  nag-breeding 
county ;  but  if  they  went  into  many  counties — ^Yorkshire,  for 
instance — they  would  see  strings  ol  nag  and  caniage  horses, 
worth  from  £80  to  £100  each,  that  were  being  sent  up  to  the 
London  market.  They  had  been  picked  up  at  different  places, 
and  an  intelligent  dealer  would  always  manage  to  get  together 
a  number  of  such  horses.  Why  was  it  that  Yorkshire  and 
some  other  counties  should  be  so  successful  in  nags,  hunters, 
and  carriage  horses  P  Simply  because  more  attention  was 
paid  to  their  breeding  than  was  the  case  in  Suffolk.  Here  it 
was  too  much  the  practice  to  use  any  horse  that  might  be 
travelling,  without  regard  to  shape  or  make,  or  how  it  would 
mate  with  the  dam.  It  might  certainly  be  said  that  Suffolk 
excelled  in  cart  horses,  and  there  was  as  much  difference  be- 
tween a  Suffolk  cart  horse  and  a  Yorkshire  cart  horse  as  there 
was  between  a  Suffolk  and  a  Yorkshire  nag,  and  for  the  reason 
that  more  attention  was  paid  to  the  breeding  of  the  one  than  the 
other.  Many  people  had  said  it  was  because  the  pastures  were 
so  superior  in  those  counties.  Undoubtedly  that  was  an  essen- 
tial point,  and  where  there  was  good  pastures  horses  could  be 
brought  up  cheaper  than  where  they  were  inferior.  Mr.  Badham 
had  dwelt  a  good  deal  upon  pedigree,  and  they  must  all  concur 
that  there  was  much  in  that ;  but  it  was  not  long  since  he 
heard  one  of  the  best  judges  of  horse-flesh  he  knew  say  that 
breeding  from  pedigree  was  useless  unless  they  had  the  right 
shape  and  conformation  and  the  requisite  propelling  power. 
He  was  far  from  thinking  they  ought  to  ignore  pedigree ;  but 
many  pedigree  horses  were  ill-shaped  animals  and  iU-adgpted 
for  tne  purpose  for  which  they  were  intended.  Mr.  Badham 
had  given  them  some  excellent  hints  with  regard  to  the  ma- 
nagement of  colts ;  for  undoubtedly  lifter  they  had  been  at 
great  expense  in  breeding  an  animal  it  was  ill-judged  policy  to 
stint  him  in  the  way  of  keep  or  management.  Nothing  wanted 
to  be  kept  so  well  as  mares  and  foals,  and  the  latter  should  be 
well  kept  from  the  time  it  was  foaled  until  it  really  came  into 
use.    Why  was  it  that  thoroughbred  animals.were  deyeloped  so 
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Mrly  ?  It  was  umply  beeaoM  of  the  forcing  lyitem  paniwd 
with  them.  Furmen  forced  both  bollocks  and  sheep :  thej 
now  brought  out  hoggets  of  6, 6,  and  7  stone,  while  fonnerly 
it  used  to  be  two  or  three  yean  before  thev  reached  that  weight, 
and  the  same  principle  was  applicable  to  horse  breeding.  The 
better  th^  were  kept  and  the  more  they  were  forced  the  earlier 
tliey  would  come  to  matnritT. 

.  Mr.  ^ADUAM,  in  acknowledging  a  vote  of  thanks,  wished  to 
make  one  remark  as  to  costomen.  If  thev  would  only  breed 
such  animals  as  be  wanted  them  to  breed,  they  would  have  no 
difficulty  in  finding  customen  for  them.    A  horse  he  was  now 


riding,  which  he  bred  by  one  of  ICijor  Barlow's  honn,  he 
could  have  had  50  enstomers  for  in  liondon.  Horwn  were 
exhibited  at  shows,  and  took  prizes,  and  gentlemen  saw  tben 
there  and  were  anxious  to  buy  them.  There  might  be  a  difii- 
cultv  in  selling  inferior  horMs,  and  the  sooner  such  vere  sold 
the  better,  but  thev  would  always  And  plentv  of  customen  for 
hoises  of  the  cUss  he  wished  to  see  bred.  With  regard  to  ilopisj 
shoulders,  he  was  aware  that  many  people  were  of  opiuioa 
that  a  straight  shoulder  was  the  proper  thing  for  a  hone  to 
pull  by,  but  he  believed  that  many  were  now  convinced  that 
that  was  a  mistake,  and  were  coming  round  to  his  opioioo. 


THE  BEST  METHOD  OP  MANAGING  THE  HAY  CROP. 


At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Moray- 
shire Fanner  Club  Mr.  Yool  (Coulardbank),  the  chairman, 
said :  The  question  for  discussion  is  *'  Hay :  What  is  Uie 
opinion  of  members  as  to  the  best  method  of  managing  the 
hav  crop  in  this  country  P  " 

Mr.  &OSS  could  not  prescribe  anything  better  than 
the  usual  mode  of  cutting  it,  letting  it  lie  a  day  or  two, 
putting  it  up  in  small  coles,  then  into  larger  ones,  and  allow- 
ing it  to  remain  in  stack  for  the  winter.  It  would  scarcely  do 
in  this  country  to  adopt  the  English  plan  of  turning  it  over 
and  over  for  two  or  three  days,  lie  fancied  the  plan  the 
farmers  adopted  in  this  county  was  the  general  rule  of  this 
part  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Harkis  was  in'the  same  position  with  Mr.  Rose  in  re- 
gard to  tlie  growiuff  of  hay,  for  ne  had  scarcely  grown  100 
acres  during  his  lifetime.  He  thought  they  should  cut  it 
pretty  gnen,  beginning  with  it  when  the  bloom  was  on  it, 
certainly  before  it  had  left  it.  He  would  leave  it  in  the  swathe 
for  two  or  three  dajs,  tben  turn  it  gently  over  with  the  handle 
of  a  fork,  and  get  it  into  cole  as  speedily  as  possible.  They 
were  apt  to  forget  that  the  hay  grown  in  this  country  differed 
from  natural  grasses  and  seeds  of  England,  because  the  latter 
consisted  of  dover  without  nuv  grasses,  grew  large  and  rank, 
with  stalks  like  pea  straw,  that  when  dried  much,  lost  its 
nutritious  juices  and  grew  hard.  It  had,  therefore,  to  be  sorted 
in  quite  a  different  manner  from  the  hay  in  this  country,  which 
was  a  mixture  of  clover  and  grasses.  Some  years  ago  he  had 
an  English  gentleman  with  liim,  a  very  successful  farmer, 
from  the  midutnd  counties.  That  gentleman  laughed  at  the 
manner  in  whidi  the  hay  was  being  managed,  and  it  was  left 
to  him  to  try  his  own  way  with  it.  He  knocked  it  about  in 
the  English  fiuhion,  and  appeared  to  leave  about  one-half  of 
it  on  the  field.  It  was  put  into  the  stack,  and,  though  it 
heated,  he  insisted  it  was  all  right,  until  the  cattle  came  to  get 
it,  when  thev  would  not  eat  it.  He  thought  the  plan  presently 
pursued  in  this  country,  though  very  much  run  down,  was  the 
proper  way  of  making  hay. 

Mr.  Walksr  (Leuchars)  said  he  had  perhaps  more  expe- 
rience in  the  way  of  making  hay  than  any  gentleman  present. 
The  way  they  made  hay  in  the  county  of  Fife,  so  far  back  as 
forty  or  fifty  years  ago,  was  to  cut  it  and  let  it  lie  for  two  or 
three  days,  the  time  depending  upon  the  strength  of  the  hay. 
When  hay  was  left  in  the  swathe  as  cut,  it  would  stand  a  great 
deal  of  rain,  but  if  they  turned  it  over  and  over,  it  was  easily 
spoiled.  After  lying  for  two  or  three  days  in  the  swathe,  he 
would  turn  it  over  with  the  handle  of  a  fork,  then  put  it  into 
cole,  and  it  would  stand  two  or  three  good  showers ;  then  put 
three  or  fonr  of  the  small  coles  into  one,  and  allow  it  te  stand 
till  it  could  be  put  into  stack.    He  might  mention,  with  re- 

Sird  to  his  experience  of  the  English  mode  of  making  hay, 
lat  they  turned  it  up  at  once  immediately  after  it  was  cut, 
and  put  it  into  little  handcocks  at  night.  After  turning  it  up, 
however,  it  began  to  rain ;  but,  being  fair  the  next  afternoon, 
they  turned  it  out  of  the  small  cocks  and  began  to  put  it  into 
larger  ones.  It  rained  again,  and  they  wrought  away  in  that 
manner  with  it  till  they  got  it  put  into  large  coles,  and  by  the 
time  that  operation  was  completed  the  hay  was  almost  on  fire. 
They  had  to  turn  it  out  again,  and  the  crop  was  lost  nearly 
altogether.  They  could  not  in  this  country  depend  upon 
weather  tor  making  the  hay,  as  in  England. 

Mr.  Paterson  (Muiben)  said  he  generally  made  a  little 
hay.  If  it  was  hay  for  use,  he  cut  it  when  the  bloom  was 
upon  the  clover.    If  the  weather  was  very  good,  perhaps  a 


day  or  two  was  sufficient  time  for  it  to  lie,  and  if  there  wai 
much  sunshine  at  the  time  it  was  cut,  he  coled  it  at  night. 
He  did  not  make  the  coles  large,  but  increased  them  in  size  as 
he  thought  expedient  With  regard  to  hay  for  seed,  he  let  ii 
ripen  pretty  well  before  cutting,  and  if  the  weather  was  good 
he  left  it  out  a  day  or  two  and  then  shook  it  over  a  paliog  b.ir. 
He  never  thrashed  hay.  If  the  weather  did  not  look  well,  lie 
put  it  into  stook ;  and  if  the  weather  improved,  he  shook  it 
oter  a  ba^  out  of  the  stook ;  if  the  weather  was  not  favour- 
able, he  carried  it  home  and  stored  it  till  satisfactory  weather 
came  for  shaking  it  out. 

The  Cuairman  said,  before  summing  up,  he  would  express 
his  own  opinion.  In  the  first  place,  in  their  country,  as  slmo^t 
no  natural  grass  was  cut  for  hay,  the  system  pursued  must  be 
considerably  different  from  tliat  puraued  in  England.  Tlio 
whole  of  the  grasses  cut  for  hay  in  this  country  ooosisteJ  of 
mixed  clovers  and  grasses  grown  under  a  regular  system  of 
rotation.  There  was  one  point  that  had  not  been  alloded  to 
by  any  of  the  speakers,  the  modes  of  catting  the  crop,  whether 
it  was  best  done  by  scythe  or  machine.  The  machine,  he  wan 
aware,  was  m  great  favour,  and  was  generally  admitted  to  do 
its  work  in  as  good  style  as  the  scythe.  His  own  eiperieDfe 
corroborated  that.  By  the  help  of  the  mowing  machine  k 
could  cut  a  great  deal  moie  than  with  the  scythe,  and  they 
had  the  crop  left  lying  thin  upon  the  rround  behind  the  m- 
chine,  so  that  in  good  weather  they  amd  carry  it  off  very  mi'cft 
sooner  than  they  could  if  left  lying  in  swathes  by  the  scythe. 
That  was  no  inconsiderable  advantage.  In  cutting  by  t  lie 
scythe,  the  crop  being  left  in  swathes  took  longer  to  dry. 
During  wet  weather,  cutting  by  the  scvthe  was  the 
best  course,  because  in  swathes  the  hay  was  not 
so  much  liable  to  be  damaged,  lying  in  a  large  body  the 
rain  was  easier  thrown  off  it.  If  the  weather  was  dry, 
they  would  cut  better  with  the  reaper.  The  machine  con- 
siderably reduced  the  expense  of  the  operations,  while  it 
was  clear  that  where  the  surface  of  the  ground  was  moderately 
even  and  free  from  stones,  the  mower  could  do  the  work  as 
well  as  the  scythe,  and  could  be  set  to  cut  quite  as  close  as 
was  desirable,  and  made  more  level  work  than  the  majority  ot 
scythemeu.  The  difference  of  expense  in  mowing  a  heavy 
crop  of  grass  by  machine  and  scythe  was  consideraLlf, 
amounting,  according  to  his  calculation,  to  from  2s.  6d.  to  ds. 
an  acre  in  favour  of  the  machine.  A  comparative  statemeni 
of  the  cost  might  be  put  thus.  The  manual  labanr  for  cutting 
with  the  scythe  a  heavy  full  crop  of  grass  might  be  put  cown 
at  4s.,  or  say  4s.  Gd.,  an  acre.  Against  that,  cutting  by  the 
machine,  he  would  put  down  the  manual  labour  at  S^d.  an 
acre,  allowing  that  the  machine  would  cut  ten  acres aday, 
wliich  it  would  do  in  a  fair  crop  ;  the  horse  Ubour  at  6d.  an 
acre,  which  would  give  5s.  a-day  for  horses ;  the  percentage 
upon  the  mowing  machine  he  estimated  at  Od.,  making  s  totw 
ot  la.  ejd.  an  acre,  and  giving  a  difference  in  favour  of  tne 
machine  at  2s.  lid.  per  acre.  At  least  2s.,  and  as  he  thougni 
Ss.,  could  be  saved  by  the  use  of  the  mower  in  plscc  of  th* 
scythe.  They  had  also  to  add  the  lessened  cost  of  the  slijr 
operations,  lor  that  Ih^  did  not  require  to  turn  the  hay  maoc 
the  case  still  stronger  in  favour  of  the  machine.  If  the  crop 
consisted  principally  of  Italian  rye-grass  it  should  be  cut  <> 
the  appearance  of  the  flowers,  as  this  grass  is  '^^^^  u 
grower,  that  if  cut  at  this  stage  a  second  cutting  <^*l5*,°  j 
tained  nearly,  if  not  quite,  equal  to  the  first,  and  on  fS^T^ 
a  third,  and  perhaps  even  a  fourth  cutting.  W^*^/*?  ., 
ordinary  lye-grass,  it  might  be  allowed  to  produce  the  wt* » 
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ud  dorar  vii  best  cut  when  the  greateit  number  of  heads 
«en  IB  fiiU  bkiom ;  if  left  longer  the  leaves  begin  to  M  off, 
the  itsBs  got  more  wood  j,  the  weight  of  crop  was  diminished, 
ud  the  qoality  deteriorated.  Fields  of  mued  grasses  and 
doren^  if  for  ordinaiy  haT,  should  be  mown  when  the  greatest 
BBBber  of  the  plants  are  in  fbll  flower.  When  the  crop  was 
cot  by  the  mower  it  required  very  little  handling  daring  the 
diying  operation,  the  principal  thing  necessary  being  to  spread 
oat  lomewhat  more  thinly  that  part  of  it  which  was  drawn 
togetber  by  the  dividing  slioe  of  the  machine,  in  order  to  dear 
a  usee  for  the  horaer  feet ;  then  the  less  taming  tbey  gave 
it  the  better,  until  it  was  put  into  small  coles.  When  cut 
ty  the  lejthe  it  should  be  turned  as  quickly  as  possible, 
without  knodditf  it  about  on  tfie  second  or  third  day,  in 
Older  to  let  the  drying  process  get  through  the  swathe.  It 
•hould  then  be  put  into  small  coclu,  and  carried  as  soon  after 
SB  there  was  a  chance  of  it  keeping.  All  ilus  should  be  done 
with  as  little  rough  shaking  as  possible,  so  as  to  retain  the 
ktres  of  the  clover  unbroken.  He  thought  the  use  of  the 
tedders  would  be  of  no  use  to  them,  but  rather  disadvantageous, 
aad  ibr  this  reason  that  their  dovers  would  not  bear  to  be 
becked  abont  with  the  tedder  as  the  natural  grasses  of 
Esglaad  would.     If  they  knocked  the  clover  about  they 


knocked  off  all  the  flue  leaves,  which  were  very  nutritious  to 
the  cattle.  The  practice  of  letting  hay  stand  long  in  the  fidd 
in  small  oocks  he  had  frequentlv  ouerved  in  this  and  other 
Darts  of  Scotland  was  veiy  wasteful.  When  allowed  to  stand 
long  on  the  fidds  in  these  small  oocks  it  would  be  found  that 
the  parts  of  the  cocks  nest  the  ground  were  very  much  de- 
teriorated, in  fact,  were  worth  little  or  nothing,  except  for 
manure.  As  soon  as  it  was  fit  to  be  carried  to  the  neks  it 
should  be  carried ;  in  fact,  the  whole  process  of  cutting, 
drying,  and  carrying  the  hay  crc»»,  should  be  done  as  fast  as 
possible  with  saiety.  If  just  sufficient  time  is  allowed  to  let 
it  drv  thoroughly,  so  as  not  to  heat  in  the  stack ;  the  more 
quickly  it  was  carred  the  less  would  be  the  loss  incorred 
tnrough  wasting  and  fermentation.  These  were  his  ex- 
periences, and  from  what  had  been  said  it  seemed  to  him  that 
the  finding  of  the  meeting  would  be  that  a  party  making  hay 
could  make,  on  the  whole,  very  little  improvement  upon  the 
prevalent  system.  As  Mr.  Harris  said,  Scotch  fsrmers  had 
Dcen  often  taunted  for  the  inefficient  way  in  which  they  made 
hay,  as  compared  with  the  English  farmers.  But  redly  there 
was  no  comparison  between  the  two.  Bv  machines  they  might 
cheapen  \he  cost  of  making  hay,  but,  on  the  whde,  thdr  mode  of 
managing  the  hay  crop  could  not  be  very  much  improved  upon. 


CAPITAL    IN    AGBIOULTUBE. 


At  a  recent  meeting  of  tlie  Staffordshire  Chamber  of  Agri- 
cdtore,  the  Earl  of  Uarrowbv  presiding,  * 

Hr.  CkonnQTOV  Smith  introduced  a  discussion  "  On  the 
esnaes  now  in  operation  which  disoonrage  the  application  of 
euMtd  to  agriculture.*'  He  attributed  the  discouragement 
slfoded  to  to  three  principd  causes.  The  first  was  the  ui^nst 
iflddpnee  of  taxation  on  red  property.  Next  to  that  he  con- 
sidered  that  a  jpeat  deterrent  was  tlie  infancy  of  the  sdence  of 
sgrienltore.  Sy  that  he  meant  not  that  a^culture  was  in  its 
ia&ncy,  but  that  the  application  of  true  scientific  principles  to 
fanaiag  pursuits  was  verv  imperfectly  understood.  The  third 
csaae  was  the  deficieacy  of  a  good  land  bill,  and  the  totd  abaence 
of  power  to  oompd  compensation,  dther  to  the  landlord  for 
dilapidation  canaed  to  his  land,  or  to  the  out-going  tenant  for 
saexhaBsted  improvements.  On  this  point  he  must  hold  that  as 
the  tenant  ought  to  be  paid  for  the  latter,  it  was  butacorrela- 
tiTc  that  the  Jaadlord  would  be  paid  when  the  tenant  had  suf- 
fered his  fimn  to  deteriorate.  If  agriculture  was  to  make  that 
prognss  which  it  ought  to  make,  and  which  he  felt  it  would 
BiSiDe  in  its  race  with  commerce,  then  must  be  a  move  generd 
kaowledge  of  the  productive  capability  of  the  soil ;  there  must 
be  jnit  laws  for  landlord  and  tenant ;  and  all  mnstpress  forward, 
■hodder  to  shoulder,  in  friendly  emulation.  These  were  the 
od?  means  of.accuring  success. 

Mr.  &0BOTHAX  expressed  disappointment  that  Mr.  Smith 
bad  not  brought  forward  more  causes  than  he  had  done  as  a 
■dation  of  tlw  difficulty,  and  remarked  that  in  his  opinion  there 
were  other  reneons  why,  in  a  eonntry  so  densely  populated  as 
this,  sod  where  such  a  neat  production  of  food  was  required, 
Biea  of  capital  and  skill  did  not  embark  in  agricdton.  He 
Rferred  to  that  danse  in  leases  which  sives  to  the  landlord  an 
exehiaive  right  to  the  game ;  and  eonduded  by  moving, "  That 
one  chief  cause  which  prevents  the  employment  of  capitd  in 
agricnhare  is  the  preservation  of  game  by  the  landlords.*' 

Mr.  Stubbs,  who  seeonded  the  resdution,  said  he  would  be 
the  last  man  to  prevent  his  bmdlord  coming  over  his  farm  and 
hsTJeg  nasoBable  sport,  but  not  to  such  an  extent  as  nowexisted. 


Mr.  B&kviv  olgeeted  entirely  to  many  of  Mr.  Carrington 
Siuth's  riews,  and  did  not  dtogether  accord  with  Mr. 
Bobotham's.  Capitdists,  he  sdd,  looked  for  both  securiW 
and  interest.  Agriculture  save  a  smaller  return  for  the  capital 
emplojed  than  any  other  industry,  and  it  could  not  be  sdd  that 
it  afforded  great  aeeurity.  It  therefbre  became  them  to  cou- 
■ider  how  a  better  return  could  be  secured.  The  last  vestige 
ofpioteetion  on  imported  agriculturd  produce  had  been  re- 
moved, and  the  finmer  waa  put  on  an  nnequd  footinj^  with 
foniga  producers.  He  submitted  the  following  proposition : 
"  Thst  the  application  of  captd  to  agriculture  is  discouraged 
bj  the  dnenee  of  providons  whidi,  whilit  protecting  the  inte- 
lests  of  the  hmdlords,  wodd  give  to  the  tenant  security  for 
■MHJ  infested  in  improvements  on  the  Ann,    That  the  de- 


struction of  crops  b^  the  ravages  of  ground  game  in  many  in- 
stances causes  coiisiderable  loss  to  the  tenant-finrmer ;  and  that 
the  mdt-tax  and  existing  laws  of  levying  locd  rates  dmost 
exdasively  on  land  and  buildings  are  a  great  discouragement 
to  the  application  of  capitd  to  agricdture." 

The  Earl  of  Lichfield  sua,  in  his  opinion,  the  main 
cause  in  operation  which  discounised  the  application  of  capital 
to  agricdture  was,  in  the  first  place,  the  want  of  capital  on 
the  part  of  the  tenant-farmers.  The  fact  waa  that  in  the 
country  where  the  fiurms  were  large  the  tenants  were  invariably 
men  of  capitd.  There  were  condderable  tracts  of  land  in 
that  county  which  were  not  cdtivated  because  of  the  want  of 
suffident  capitd,  and  other  ^arts  were  badly  cdtivated  through 
the  tenant-farmers  not  having  capitd.  He  entirdy  agreed 
with  Mr.  Smith  when  he  talked  of  the  necesdty  for  greater 
seeurity  for  tenants'  outky ;  but  he  thought  the  application  of 
capitd  upon  a  laiwe  scde  to  the  land  must  be  a  work  of  time. 
He  did  not  think  landlords  as  a  rule  had  been  sufficiently 
business-like  in  their  agreements  with  tenants ;  but  had  been 
content  to  let  things  go  on,  trosting  to  thegood  understanding 
whidi  usually  exist^  between  them.  With  rep;ard  to  the 
Earl  of  Warwick's  published  letter  explaining  his  lordship's 
views  on  the  Game  Laws,  he  thought  his  noble  friend  was 
wrong  in  wishing  to  see  discussion  on  agricdturd  matters 
stifled  at  meetings  of  that  description.  He  (Lord  lichfidd) 
could  not  see  what  harm  there  codd  be  in  discussing  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Game  Laws.  To  avoid  such  meetmgs  wodd  be  to 
avoid  the  di^usuon  of  sulgects  the  proper  understanding  of 
which  would  be  likdy  to  produce  a  good  feeling  between 
tenant-farmers  and  landlords,  as  it  would  show  to  the  tenants 
that  the  landlords  were  willing  to  discuss  matters  that  affected 
them  both  in  a  rationd  spirit.  As  to  the  advancement  of  agri- 
culture, nothing  operated  so  strongly  in  retarding  it  as  a  want 
on  the  part  of  farmers  of  a  sdentific  knowledge  which  could 
only  be  obtained  by  d(«rees.  His  lordship  advocated  the  ne- 
cessity for  a  law  which  wodd  give  ample  compensation  for 
permanent  improvement  by  the  tenant,  and  referred  to  the 
different  customs  existing  in  the  counties  of  Lincoln  and  Staf- 
ford, expressing  an  opinion  that  there  shodd  be  one  uniform 
system.  In  some  places  landlords  gave  thdr  tenants  power  to 
kill  rabbits  upon  their  farms ;  but  that  power  was  of  little 
use  when  next  to  their  hxm  there  was  a  cover  into  which  the 
tenant  codd  not  go.  The  tenant  had  no  power  to  defend 
himsdf  against  the  mischief  done  bv  ^pune.  He  thought  that 
landlords  ought  not  only  to  give  their  tenants  power  to  kill 
rabbits  during  a  certain  time  of  the  year,  but  they  should  also 
assist  the  tenant  to  kill  thenu  With  regard  to  the  mdt-tax, 
eveiy  argument  was  against  it  except  one,  and  that  was  as  to 
how  the  amount  now  raised  woda  be  rdsed  if  the  tax  were 
abolished. 

Mr,  BiULWR'a  resdution  was  carried. 
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ROYAL    AGEICULTUBAL    SOCIETY    OP    ENGLAND. 


Monthly  Council:  Wediteuh^,  June  1.— Fresont, 
tlie  Duke  of  Devonslure,  K.O.,  in  the  Chair  ;  Earl 
Cathctrt,  the  Earl  of  Powis,  Visconiit  Bridport,  Lord 
Chesham,  Lord  Kesteven,  Lord  Tredmr,  Lord  Vernon, 
Lord  Walsingham,  Sir  Watlyn  W.  Wynn,  Bart.,  M.  P., 
Mr.  Cantrell,  Colonel  Cha&oner,  Mr.  Clayden,  Mr. 
Dayies,  Mr.  Dent,  M.P.,  Mr.  Dmce,  Mr.  Jonas,  Colonel 
Kingscote,  M.P.,  Mr.  Ridley,  M.P.,  Mr.  Shuttleworth, 
Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Webb,  Mr.  WeUs,  M.P.,  Lieut- 
Colonel  Wilson,  and  Dr.  Voelcker. 

The  following  members  were  elected : 
Baker,  William,  Combe  Farm,  Woodstock,  Oiford. 
Beanmont,  Joseph,  Dacklington,  fVitaey,  Oxford. 
Butler,  Edward,  Ewell  HaU,  Kelvedon,  Esaex. 
Caffin,  Peter,  Hazelwick,  Crawley,  Sussex. 
Cleminson,  Bobert,  Endon,  Stoke-on-Trent. 
Colman,  J.  J.,  Carrow  Honae,  Norwich. 
Combe,  Thomas,  Oxford. 
Davis,  Stephen,  Woolashill,  Pershore. 
Dawson.  Geonra,  Thomdiffe,  Sheffield. 
Freer,  Jease,  fiothley,  Loughborough. 
Gorst,  William,  Garston,  Liverpool. 
Uall,  Richard,  Great  Barford,  Deddington. 
Hansell,  Rev.  Hennr,  Magdalen  College,  Oxtbrd. 
Hawkes,  William,  Thenford,  Banburr. 
Hitchcock,  Rev.  Jolm,  Chitterne,  All  Saints,  Heytesbury. 
Hopkins,  Rev.  T.  H.  T.,  Magdalen  College,  Oxford. 
Hornby,  Captain  Montague,  Hanley  House,  Shrewsbury. 
Hudson,  John,  Snbberscroft,  Lea  Cross,  Salop. 
Inge,  Rev.  George,  Thorpe  Constantine,  Tamworth. 
Jones,  Edward,  Park  Farm,  Caersws. 
Jones,  George,  Osney  Wharf,  Oxford. 
Jones.  Stephen,  Lea  Cross,  Salop. 
KirbelL  Edward,  Latimor,  Chesham. 
Lak&  John,  Edgewortby,  Morchard,  Tiverton. 
Macdona,  Rev.  J.  Cunning,  Hilbre  House,    West   Eirby, 

Bbkenhead. 
Mainwarine,  Charles  S.,  Galltfaenan,  Rhyl. 
Hansell,  Edward,  27,  Great  George  Street,  London,  S.W. 
Marsh,  Richard,  Little  Offley  House,  Hitchin. 
Masters,  Joseph,  Bengeworth,  Evesham. 
Mount,  William  Georn,  Wasing  Place,  Reading. 
Nalder,  James  HalL  Uaseley  Iron  Works,  Tetsworth. 
Paxton,  Edmund,  Willaston  House,  Bicester. 
Pritchard,  William  T.,  Angel  Down  Farm,  Wantage. 
Roberts,  George,  Overbury,  Tewkesbury. 
Robinson,  Georffe  John,  Mannby,  Thirsk. 
Rush,  Thomas,  liabraham,  Cambridge. 
Savage,  Gilbert  Cole,  Pony  Knoll,  Shifnal. 
Sawyer  JSenry  G.,  Richmond  Park,  Richmond,  S.W. 
Smith,  William,  Sandon  House,  Clifton  Down,  Bristol. 
Townsend,  William,  Westcote,  Chipping  Norton. 
Troutbeck,  Geor^,  Barton-under-Needwood. 
Vernon,  Benjamin,  Aychley,  Prees,  Salop. 
Waller,  Hugh  Sidney,  Farmington,  Nortnleach. 
Warrington,  William,  Bretby,  Burton-on-Trent. 
Weariwf,  J.  W.  Oxford. 
Whitfleld,  Thomas,  Oswestiy. 
Williams,  E.  A.,  Gilli,  Hold,  Flintshire. 
Wmiams,  John  Fisher,  10,  Queen's  Square,   Bloomsbury, 

London,  W.C. 

The  motion  for  the  adjonmment  of  the  Council  was 
withdrawn. 

FiNANCE8.-~Mr.  Davies  presented  the  report,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  the  secretary's  reedpto  during  the 
past  month  had  been  examined  by  the  committee^  and  by 
Measrs.  Quatcr,  Ball,  and  Co..  the  Society's  accountants, 
and  were  found  correct.  The  balance  in  the  hands  of 
the  bankers  on  »Jay  81  was  £3,659  8s.  7d.    The  com- 


mittee reported  that  a  new  valuation  of  the  household 
fnmitnre,  ftxtnrea,  and  books  in  the  library  had  been 
made,  and  thmr  recommended  that  the  amount  of  this 
yalnation,  £l,45l  7s.  6d.,  he  snbstitnted  for  the  previous 
estimate  of  £2,000.  The  attention  of  the  committee 
having  been  called  to  the  suggestion  made  by  Mr.  Free- 
body  at  the  last  general  meeting,  viz.,  "  That  a  committee, 
to  consist  of  three  govemors,  three  life  members,  three 
annual  snbsGrihers,  and  one  honorary  member — not  here- 
tofore in  any  way  employed  by  this  Society — ^be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire,  and  confer  with  its  present  honorary 
and  official  staff,  in  order  to  report  at  the  next  generd 
meeting  what  measures  this  Society  can  best  adopt  in 
order  that  some  of  its  accraed  funded  capital  should  be- 
come of  g^reator  practical  service  towards  the  genersl 
advancement  of  English  agriculture  than  of  being  in- 
vested in  the  New  Three  per  Cents. ;"  they  therefore 
recommended  that  a  eommnnication  be  addressed  to  Mr. 
Freebody,  referring  him  to  clause  9  of  the  charter,  in 
which  it  is  enacted  "  that  the  president  and  oonncil  shall 
have  the  sole  management  of  the  income  and  funds  "  of 
the  Society.  This  report  having  been  adopted,  the  com- 
mittee gave  notice,  in  accordance  with  bye-law  No.  76, 
that  at  the  next  December  council  meeting  they  will  pro- 
propose  a  bye-law  embodying  a  suggestion,  contained  in 
a  letter  from  Mr.  6.  Drewry,  that  members  of  twenty 
years'  standing  and  upwards  should  be  permitted  to  com- 
pound for  fntnre  anniud  subscriptions  by  a  single  payment 
of  £6. 

JouENAL. — ^Mr.  Thompson  (chairman)  reported  that 
the  committee  recommended  the  preparation  and  pub- 
lication in  the  Journal  of  a  map  of  the  prize-farm  dis- 
trict round  Oxford,  showing  the  surface-geology,  at  a 
cost  not  exceeding  ;f  40.  In  accordance  with  the  notice 
given  at  the  last  monthly  Council,  the  committee  moved 
for  a  grant  of  £100  towards  defraying  the  cost  of  an 
autumnal  visit  to  representotive  fisrms,  in  order  to  obtain 
a  report  for  the  Journal  on  the  following  departments  of 
Scotch  agriculture  : — (1)  Arable  farming  in  the  Lothians ; 
(2)  Arable  farming  in  the  western  counties ;  (3)  A  kige 
dairy  farm ;  (4)  Hill  sheep-farming  (blackfaced) ;  (5) 
West  Highland  cattle-farming;  and  (6)  Aberdeenshire 
cattle-farming,  including  descriptions  of  any  special 
arrangements  for  supplying  the  London  market.  The 
committee  also  recommend«l  that  a  competent  writer  be 
engaged  to  report  on  the  trial  of  implements  at  Oxford, 
and  that  he  shall  embody  in  his  report  the  awards  and 
opinions  of  the  judges,  which  shall  be  given  before  leaving 
Oxford.    This  report  was  adopted. 

Chemical.— Mr.  Wells,  M.P.,  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee recommended  the  pnbliostion  of  the  following 
quarterly  report,  containing  anidysea  and  information  fur- 
nished by  the  consulting  chemist : 

There  ia  at  the  present  time  need  of  veij  great  caution  in 
the  purchase  of  Pemrian  guano.  Samples  have  been  for- 
warded to  Professor  Voelcker  from  all  parts  of  EngUnd:  for 
instance,  from  Devonshire^  Staffordshire,  NottinghanisLin», 
and  Surrey,  in  each  of  which  the  guano,  although  in  some 
cases  coming  direct  from  the  importers,  and  being  genuine 
Peruvian  guano,  was  damaged  by  sea-water,  contained  a  con- 
siderable proportion  of  sano  and  rock,  and  was  inferior  in 
value  to  the  best  samples  by  BOs.  to  OOs.  per  ton.  The  great 
number  of  these  guanos  thnf  nave  been  forwarded  for  analysis 

{irove  the  truth  Of  the  wamin|  ^ven  earlier  in  the  year,  that 
he  qualities  of  guauq  now  arriving  are  so  variable  and  un- 
certain that  f^i  eaunon  is  necessaty  in  making  purchaser 
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of  tbis  M&niim.  The  Ibllowing  m  ezimplei  of  niflh  in- 
fiEriorgvmos: 

!!«*■»          16.10 

*Oi9uiieBiaiterndunBoniaeaI«iIte         43.98 

IV»fciteof  Ihne       80.78 

AlbfiMSBlto  ...        ^        10.01 

SM"     •••        •••        M«        .M        «••        •••        •••  9.18 

100.00 

•Omiaimiig  nitrogpn 10.65 

Equal  to  amiaonit ...    12.21 

TUi  gimo  WIS  loU  aa  <*  bait  PeruTian  goano,*'  at  £U  Ss.  6d  • 
per  ton.  It  is,  however,  not  beat  Peruvian  guano,  for  it  i« 
danaged  by  aea-water,  eontaina  too  mnoh  nnd  (rock),  and 
Yields  on]/  12  per  cent  of  ammonia,  and  ia  worth  about  £2 
kaa  per  ton  than  Ptomvian  of  avenge  quality. 


HkpmewuUnt 
Fbonl   ' 
Albdn 
Sttd 


^Owtiwihtg  aitwgaa  •••        «,,       ... 
&iiial  to  unmoBiA 

nis  goano  waa  bought  at  the  ftdl  market  price  of  214  Ss. 
euk.  It  ia  gennine,  but  damaged  by  water,  and  worth  about 
26i.  to  8(^  lev.  per  ton  than  good  Peruvian  guano. 

Ifontim  

*Oiganie  matter  and  udts  of  ammonia 

Phoipbate  of  lime , 

Alkaline  lalta 

Innlable  rilieeotta  matter       ...       .'„ 


16.04 
41.88 
20.81 
9.82 
12.46 

100.00 


^Containing  nitro^  •••        m«        im 
J^nal  to  ammonia    .• 

Tba  baft  ofthia  guano  was  ddivered  in  a  Teiy  damp  itate. 
tadwifli  n  quantity  of  stme.  The  quality  waa  guaiamfeeed 
inA^hMBptoruvmn  piano,  and  the  prioeebinged  £14  per  ton. 
It  is  nsaine  Peruvian  guano  damaged  by  water,  and,  apart 
from  file  ]aigerBtonei,oontaina  12|  of  line  aiUoeous  mi&ter 
(nek),  and  yidda  only  11}  per  cent,  of  ammonia,  inatead  of 
14|  to  16  per  cent,  whieh  Peruvian  guano  of  good  quality  at 
present  eontaina,  on  an  average. 

'Die  committee  next  direiM  attention  to  the  following 
aaaljBi,  ahowing  the  eompoaition  of  a  aample  of  Britiih 
|aao,ienttoDr.  Voeleker  by  Mr.  U.  Bobbma,  Northfleld 
nni,  Witney: 


'Organic] 

Pboapbateoflime        

Oxide  of  iron  and  alumina       ... 
Carbonate  and  sulphate  of  lime 
AlkaUne  aaUa  and  magnesia.    ... 
Insoluble  sfliceous  matter 


100.00 


^Containing  nitrogen  ' .68 

Bqual  to  ammonia      .64 

XhisiD.«aI]ed  guano  ia  aold  aa  Pound's  Britiah  Onano,  at  High 
8tnct,BramIey,Bow,  K,  at  £8  lOs.  per  ton,  and  ia  described 
bjftbemakttaa  "an  eitvaordinaiy  seientifie  combination  of 
mriitaoi],  sulphate  of  Uma^  tmd  mms,  ntwiteaing  i««i— — 
^,  wUch  gives  it  great  durabitity  and  feeding  power, 
vbtat  no  known  manure  can  compare  with  it  in  quantity  of 
masmonia.*'  Tbe preceding  anatyiia,  however, ahowa  that 
themmple  sent  to  Mr.  BobUnaeontains  merely  afraetionof 
OM  per  cent  oCamaMaia  and  phoaphate  of  lime,  and  ia  all  but 
voraucssaa  an  artideial  manure.  Ita  atnmg  ameU  ia  chiefly 
tfoeto  animal  or  .boBMiiL 
A*  an  iailance  of  tiie  caution  that  is  requisite  on  the  part 


ofag«itiforthen]eofmtiiitrei,the  committee  wish  to  aall 
attention  to  the  following  case,  in  which  the  son  of  a  fiurmer 
waa  about  to  become  ag«t  for  a  manure  known  aa  the  Britiah 
Eeonomicat  lianme.  Before  undertaking  Ala  agency  he  waa 
reouested  by  a  friend  who  had  foimerly  pttuhased  the  mannre 
to  nave  an  analysia  made  of  the  artide,  and  aeeordfaigly  Mr. 
Ste^ien  H.  Allen,  of  Eaatover,  Andover,  forwaiJed  a  sample 
to  Dr.  Voelcker,  which  waa  analysed,  with  the  foUowiag 
result! 

Compodtion  of  a  sample  of  British  Boonomieal  Manure,  sent 
^  Mr.  Stephen  H.  AOen,  Bastover,  near  Andover,  sold  at 
£12  per  ton  by  B.  Covener.  17i  Devonshire  Squire,  Biahope- 
gate  Street,  B.C.: 

Moisture  • 9.86 

Crrstallised  sulpliate  of  iron  (green  vitriol) 28.81 

Sulphate  of  lime  2.05 

Chloride  of  sodium  (common  salt) 18.89 

Bisulphateofaoda       ^    S0,69 

InaobdileaUioeouB  natter  (aand)       ...       ^       ><.    15JW 

100.00 
07 


Nitrogen 

Bqualto  ammonia 


The  proprietor  of  the  Britiah  Economical  Mamne  states 
in  his  procpeetua  that  1^  to  H  ewt.  per  acre  has  been 
found  in  reault  equal  to  8  cwt  of  the  best  Peruvian  guano, 
and  eautiona  formers  not  to  apply  more  than  1^  to  1|  cwt  to 
the  acre.  Thia  caution  is  very  wpropriate,  for  a  compound 
like  the  Beonomical  Manure,  which  oontahu  no  intrinaically 
valuable  fertilising  matter,  ud  which  ia  a  miztnie  of  cheap 
saline  matter  with  green  vitriol— «  constituent  inimieal  to 
vegetation— is  certain  to  do  iignry  if  it  be  used  in  quantitica 
in  which  Peruvian  guano  and  other  conoentratea  artiflcial 
mannrea  are  usually  employed. 

In  corroboration  of  the  above,  the  following  analysia  of 
another  sample  of  the  same  mannre,  which  was  sent  by  Mr. 
G.  W.  Hicks,  HiDgrove,  Wella,  Somenet.  may  be  quoted : 


Moisture  ••«        ••• 

sulphate  of  iron 
ihate  of  lime         ... 
ide  of  sodium      ••• 
Sulphate  of  soda 
Sand      ...        .1.        .«« 


(••        •••        ••• 


11.84 

20.92 

2.81 

18.77 

87io 

18.86 
100.00 
traces. 


rofes- 


pi 
The  following  caae  is  an  illnstra< 


Nitrogen    ••• 

Both  samplea  are  worthlasa  aa  manure. 

ManT  samples  of  superphosphate,  which  contain  either  no 
bone  whatever  or  but  very  little,  are  sold  this 
sing  to  be  made  from  bone.    "~    '  " 
tion  of  tius  foct  I 

Composition  of  a  sample  of  superphosphate  advertised  as  made 
from  bone,  sent  by^.  S.  Browne,  Brockton^ear  Shifoal, 
Sabp^  bought  from  Mr.  George  Dawlar,Plame  Works,  Aston, 
Birminghun,  at  £7  par  ton ; 

Moiitnre          •••        •••        *••        .••        *••        ••.  11.78 

Water  of  combination  and  *  Organic  matter 26.88 

Biphosphate  of  lime  (monobasic  phosphate  of  lime).*.  1.69 
Equal  to  bone  phoaphate  (tribaaie  phoaphate  of  liiae)| 
rendered  solnble  1^  aeid,  2.66 

Insohible  phoephates  (eoprolite  powder)        17.91 

Sulphate  of  lime         88JI7 

Alkaline  salts  and  magnesia  (oommon  salt) 5.18 

Insoluble  siliceous  matter 9*86 


^Oontaiaing  ti^ttoftn      ... 
Equal  to  ammonia        .m 


100.00 

J6 

.88 


Practically  thia  bone-^uperphoephate  eontained  no  bone,  but 
waa  a  badly-made  eoprolite  superphoaphate,  containing  onty 
2|  per  cent,  of  soluble  phoaphate.  U  would  be  daar  at  £8  8a. 
a  ton*  » 

Cake  is  often  sold  as  'genuine   linseed-cake,   whieh  19 
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eitto  made  firom  inferior  ind  nndxMMd  teed,  or  u  mixed 
with  other  artidef.  The  foUowing  is  a  good  example  of 
oneoftheieoani.  Mr.  Budfield,  of  Cataley,  yv  Bewdley, 
forwarded  a  samde  of  cake  branded  X^X  genoine, 
bought  from  Mr.  rirmston,  Stourbridge,  \*y  price  £10 
16tj;»er  ton,  and  mano&ctued  by  Walker  \X  s  Smith, 
of  Hall.    The  analyns  is  as  follows : 

Moisture         12.30 

Oa      9.69 

*Albnminoos  oomponnds  (fleah-flbrming  matters)     ...  32.60 

Mucilage,  sugar,  starch,  and  digestible  fibre 86.16 

WooS'^U    ...        ...       T!r          12.03 

Mineral  matter  (ash) 7.32 

100.00 

^Containing  nitrogen      6.20 

This  eake  was  found  to  be  made  of  dirty  linseed,  and  to  be 
mixed  with  eartiunut  cake.  A  correspondence  on  the  subject 
with  Mr.  Dndfield  ensued,  and  the  committee  think  it  right 
to  that  gentleman  and  the  manufacturers  to  pnbUsh  the  last 
letter  received  firom  him : 

"  Cataley.  BewdleT,  Anril  16, 1870. 
**  Dr.  Yoelcker.^Dear  Sir :  I  have  to  thank  you  for  yours 
of  the  18th  inst.,  as  also  for  other  communications,  but  I  have 
not  to  thank  you  for  anv  information  tending  to  lead  me  as 
to  the  relative  value  of  the  cake  you  analysea  for  me ;  and  I 
beg  to  say  that  it  ii  not  my  wish  that  any  publicity  should  be 
given  in  this  matter,  or  if  it  ii,  it  must  be  on  your  own,  or  the 
Council  of  the  Eoyal  Affrieultural  Society's  account— the 
parties  I  bought  the  cake  of  having  amicably  settled  the  matter 
with  me,  ana  the  makers,  Messrs.  Walker  and  Smith,  having 
accounted  for  the  error,  and  shown  every  courtesy  in  the 
matter.  *'  I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly, 

"BUJ.DUDnBLD.** 

Another  sample  was  forwarded  hj  Mr.  Hudson,  of  Castle- 
acre,  bought  01  Messrs.  Marsten,  of  King's  Lgrnn,  as  genuine ; 
lineeed-caKe,  at  £10  168.,  of  which  the  analysis  is  as  ToUows  : 

Moisture          18.71 

OU        10.88 

^Albuminous  compounds  (flesh^forming  matters)     ...  30.94 

Mndlage,  sugar,  starch,  and  digestible  ilbra 22.48 

Woody  tore     16.51 

Mineral  matter  (ash) 7.00 

100.00 

^Containing  nitrogen 4.95 

This  cake  was  found  to  be  mixed  with  earth-nut  eake,  and  al- 
though it  was  by  no  means  a  bad  feeding  cake,  it  should  not 
have  been  sold  as  senuine  linseed-cake. 

Other  cases  of  aanlteration  have  occurred,  in  some  of  which 
the  Professor  has  been  able  to  prevent  loss  to  the  purchasers ; 
but  the  committee  regret  to  find  that  many  farmers  are  un- 
willing to  give  up  the  names  of  the  dealers,  resting  satisfied 
with  tiie  s^ement  made  in  their  individual  cases. 

It  was  also  reported  that  the  committee  had  had  under  their 
oonsidention  some  observations  made  at  the  general  meeting, 
with  reference  to  the  possibilitgr  of  experiments  being  carriA 
out  to  a  greater  extent  than  is  the  ease  at  present,  and  that 
they  had  requested  Dr.  Yoelcker  to  prepare  for  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  committee  a  statement  of  what  he  has  done  in  this 
direction  during  the  last  few  veait,  with  the  view  of  consider- 
ing with  him  whether  any  cnange  in  the  present  system  can 
be  adf  antageoualy  adopted.    This  report  was  adopted. 

Obnxiul  OxroKD.— Lord  Keiteven  reported  that  the 
committee  recommended  that  the  seeretary  be  emoowered 
to  make  amngements  for  advertiaing  the  Oxfmrd  Meet- 
ing at  a  coat  not  exceeding  £400,  and  that  the  aeeretay 
'  1  to  oommonicate  with  the  Home  Offiee,  re- 


01^ 


beinatmcted 

[nesting  the  aaabtanee  of  the  naual  number  of  the  A 

ivision  of  the  London  police.    This  rq^rt  waa  adopted. 

Country  Meshno  DinExcra. — Mr.  Thompaon  (chair- 

mtn)  reported  that  the  committee  had  agreed  to  an  order 

of  ifltatioQ  to  be  recommended  to  the  (>>nncil,  and  that 


they  iiiggeated  that  a  copy  of  Uua  scheme  dionld  be  sent 
to  each  member  of  the  Council,  to  insure  its  b«ng  doly 
considered  by  the  next  meeting,  when  the  committee  will 
move  its  adoption.    Thia  report  was  adopted. 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  fiooth,  it  waa  moved  hy  Mr. 
Shuttleworth,  that  the  railway  expensea  of  the  Committee 
of  Inspection  at  Shrewabnry,  Stafford,  and  Wolverhnmp- 
ton  be  paid  by  the  Soeie^ ;  and  it  waa  explained  that 
this  motion  was  brought  forward  in  consequence  of  the 
reftiaal  of  the  railway  companiea  to  grant  firee  paaaea,  as 
on  former  occaaiona.  ^^  Mr.  Cantrell  having  seconded  the 
motion.  Lord  Keateven  and  Mr.  D.  R.  Daviea,  who  were 
memben  of  the  committee,  expressed  their  onwillingneae 
to  be  reimbursed  aa  an  exceptional  case.  It  waa,  there- 
fore, suggested  by  Mr.  Dent,  M.P.,  that  the  reaoloUon 
should  be  amended  as  followa:  "That  the  railwaj  ex- 
pensea of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  for  the  present 
and  fhtuie  yeara  be  paid  bv  the  Society.*'  Thia  sa^^^<» 
having  been  adopted  by  the  mover  and  seconder,  the  re- 
solution waa  carried  nnanimonaly. 

The  Earl  of  Powis,  in  moving  "  that  in  fntnre  liats  of 
stock  priaes  a  daaa  be  established  for  mnles,"  nr^  the 
deairabilitv  of  improving  the  character  and  increaaing  the 
valne  of  these  useful  anunala.  He  ouoted  fecta  allowing 
that  a  large  nnmber  of  them  are  employed  on  smnll  hold- 
ings, especiallir  in  Ireland,  and  purucnlarly  mentioned 
the  school  at  Oldcaatle,  to  which  is  attached  a  ferm  of  13 
acrea,  worked  entirdy  by  a  jennet.  He  aUo  mentioned 
the  greater  longevity  of  the  mule  as  compared  with  the 
hone,  and  the  probability  that  ownen  might  treat  their 
moles  better  if  the  valne  of  the  animals  were  more  gene- 
rally appreciated,  as  reasons  why  the  Society  should 
eatablisn  a  chaa  for  them  in  fhtnre  prixe  lists.  l%at  mules 
wen  really  valuable  for  draught  purposes  and  aa  beasts 
of  burden  was  proved,  he  maintained,  by  their  their  ex- 
tensive use  in  Spain  and  other  oountriea,  and  particnUrly 
by  the  use  made  of  them  by  onr  own  Government  in  the 
Abvssinian  expedition.  Mr.  Dent,  M.P.,  while  agreeiug 
with  what  had  been  stated  by  Lord  Powis,  n^ed  that  the 
reasons  which  proved  that  the  Society  ought  to  give 
priiea  for  mules  were  at  least  as  strong  in  favour  of  their 
giving  prizes  for  asaes.  Lord  Powis,  having  oonenrred  in 
this  view,  moved  "  That  in  future  lists  of  stock  prises 
classes  be  established  for  asses  and  mules.*'  This  resolu- 
tion waa  then  seconded  by  Mr.  Dent,  M.P.,  and  carried 
unanimously. 

The  Secretary  laid  before  the  Council  the  following 
letter,  which  he  had  received  from  the  chief  of  the 
Veterinary  Department  of  the  Privy  Council  at  Dnblin  in 
the  course  of  correapondence  with  reference  to  the  con- 
veyance of  cattle,  aheep,  and  pigs,  to  and  fro  between 
Ireland  and  the  Society's  show-ym  at  Oxford : 

**  Veterinary  Department  of  the  Privy  Council  OfSoe, 
DubUn  Castk),  May  20, 1870. 
**  Sir,— In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  17th  iatt., 
addressed  to  the  secramry  of  this  department,  I  have  the 
honour  to  inform  yoe  that  there  is  no  legal  obstacle  to  animals 
going  lh>m  Ireland  to  the  Oxford  Show,  and  returning  there- 
from, if  the  cattle  or  sheep,  as  the  case  may  be,  are  accompa- 
nied on  their  return  witn  a  dedantion  and  a  certiAoate  of 
health.  There  is,  however,  an  obstacle  with  which  the  Oo- 
vemment  has,  unfortunately,  no  power  to  interfere.  It  is 
caused  by  the  steam-packet  companies,  principally  the  Dublin 
one,  refusing  to  bring  agrieultanl  live  stoek  in  their  vesselt 
from  Great  Britain  to  Irebmd.  IVir  any  stoek  coing  to,  or 
returning  fnm,  the  Oxford  Show  of  the  Boyai  igricaltual 
Society,  the  greatest  fhcilities  in  the  power  of  the  Goverement 
will  be  afforled ;  and  on  application  to  this  deeaitment  by  the 


...^....w.,^.  .».w»..rr»...»^ department bv the 

owners  or  exhibitors  of  stock  at  your  approaehing  show, 
wishing  the  same  to  oome  on  return  to  Irdand,  and  Gb  hmded 
at  the  port  of  DubUn,  instruetioa  will  be  immediatdy  givea 
to  their  owners,  or  a^ants,  and  to  the  steam-paeket  eompaniei, 
^bat  the  GovemmeBt  have  no  objection  to  such  animals  beiag 
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luded  At  BvUiB,  nnrrided  that  tliflj  an  aeoompaiiied  with  a 
esrtiicite  ol  hMlUu 

**  Aamnng  job  thai  I  hate  neeif  ad  dinefcioiia  from  the 
Govenaeat  to  afford  the  vtmost  faeititiM  Ibr  the  nofement 
of  eattle  into  Iidaiid,  eompatiUe  with  lafely  and  the  proTi- 
Muofthekw, 

**  I  have  the  hoaonr  to  be,  air,' 

"  Your  obedieat  nrraiit. 

"  Hugh  Fuouson, 
"  H.M.V.S. 
"  Tb  U.  IL  Jenkina,  £iq.,  Seeietaiy,  &e.'* 

The  SeeratwT  alao  atated  that  he  had  applied  for,  and 
obtained  from  tlie  anthoritiea  at  Bnhlin  Caatle,  ooniea  of 
the  forma  of  deelarationa  and  oertificate  of  health  for  the 
me  of  Ifiah  exhibitora  at  the  Oxford  ahow,  and  that  he 
had  aeoertained,  by  direct  commnniGation  with  the  com- 


panies,  that  although  the  City  of  Boblin  Steam-Packet 
Company  refnaed  to  oonvey  cattle  to  Ireland  vnder  any 
ciroomatancea,  the  Cheater  and  HoWhead  C<mipany,  in 
connection  with  the  London  and  Nonn-Weatem  Eailway 
Company,  were  prepared  to  conye^  them  if  accompanied 
by  the  necemary  docnmenta,  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
communication  from  the  yeterinarr  department,  properly 
filled  up  and  aigned  hy  the  anthorify  appointed  by  the 
Oofemment. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Dent,  M.P.,  gare  notice  that  at  the  next 
monthly  council  he  would  moye — "  That  it  ia  undeairable 
to  peracTere  with  the  agricultural  examinationa  hitherto 
earned  out  hj  the  Society  i  but  that  in  lieu  thereof  the 
Society  ahould  giye  medala  or  otiier  premiuma  for  agricul- 
tural knowledge  in  auch  public  county  achoola  aa  m^y 
apply  for  them,  and  be  approved  of  by  the  Council." 
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Hie  ozty  Berons  shown  were  the  principal  attraction ;  and, 
beuiff  w  near  to  the  home  of  the  breed,  it  was  nothing  but  na- 
tviil  to  tMfeti  a  good  entiy,  paitieularly  when  the  list  of 
bleeders  who  exhibited  waa  aeen.  The  irst  heifer  under 
three  jears  waa  Pretty  Maid,  a  beautiful  aaimal,  though  not 
qoite  perfBction  behind.  She  waa,  howerer,  no  doubt,  an  ex- 
oeUeat  speeinieB  of  the  breed ;  and  tiie  judges  hadoonaidenble 
dilicaltj  in  deriding  whether  this  or  the  Shorthorn  shown  by 
lleHn.Hoakenin  CUns  12  was  the  best  in  the  show.  Itended 
ia  the  aiatter  being  referred  to  an  umpire,  who  gave  the  prize  to 
Mssns.  Hosken.  In  the  class  for  heifers  under  two  years  Mr. 
BaitoB,  of  Broaddyst,  was  Tictorions  with  an  animal  of  his  own 
breeding,  one  year  and  seven  months  old.  At  the  recent  ire  the 
Boioals  wludi  Uiia  exhibitor  was  preparing  for  the  various  shows 
were  mnch  fruditened,  and  have  since  suffsred  so  much  that 
hahasbeenobSged  to  kill  five  of  them.  Mr.  W.  Smith,  of 
Higher  Hoopetn,  Exeter,  had  entered  in  aome  of  the  classes : 
bat  his  animals  did  not  arrive  until  after  the  judges  haa 
ooamieoeed  their  work,  and  th^  oouki  not,  therefore, 
conMte.  After  the  Devonscame  the  Shorthorns,  which, 
if  they  were  not  nnmerons,  yet  those  shown  were  ]^- 
tiealsiiy  good.  The  best  Shorthorn  bull  was  the  first  pnze- 
taksr  in  tiie  ninth  dass :  he  had  altogether  a  much  finer  and 
kaadwrner  appearance  than  the  others.  Messrs.  flosken's 
lint  prize  heim  in  Claas  18  waa  also  very  good :  and,  indeed, 
Uiii  was  the  one  that  had  the  contest  vrith  Mr.  Farthing's 
Devon  heifer  as  the  best  in  the  show.  Messrs.  Hoaken  sent 
siac  Shorthorns,  every  one  of  which  took  a  prize,  as  did  others 
ibo  bred  in  the  Logganherd.  Their  Penzance  prize  bull, 
neoad  Earl  of  Oxford,  waa  entered,  but  he  died  in  the  week 
pnrioQs  to  the  show.  The  Hereiords  were  very  for  fivm  a 
good  bt ;  and  the  two  prize-takers  in  GUsa  18  were  perhaps 
sbost  the  best. 

Soaie  diasatis&etion  was  expreaaed  aa  to  the  jndsing  of  the 
but   there  are  sodm  exhibitors   who  always   will 


good  lot, 
I  of 


iherp; 

olijeet     The  Leicester  yearling  rams    „   ^.. 

ptrticalsily  the  prize-takers.  The  yearling  ewes  wc 
prettv  good  quality,  but  rather  small.  The  yearling  long- 
woolkd  nuns  were  but  a  middling  lot,  and  those  to  whom  the 
priiciwere  awarded  were  hardly  as  thick  throngh  as  they 
thoald  have  been.  In  the  long-wooUed  old  ram  dass  many 
thoaght  ttat  the  positiona  of  the  first  and  seoond-prize 
laiBuls  should  have  been  reveraed.  Viscount  lUmouth  took 
the  lint  and  second  prizes  in  ail  the  Shropshire  Down  sheep ; 
ud  though  few  were  shown,  yet  they  were  a  splendid  lot. 
Tbe  Dartmoors  were  alao  a  very  good  lot  of  useftil  sheep,  and 
ittiaetad  a  oonaiderable  amount  of  attention. 

The  show  of  horsea  waa  very  poor,  and  there  waa  great 
(iimtirfaction  at  theae  not  being  on  view  on  the  first  day. 
SoBie  of  the  priiea  in  thia  section  were  vrithheld,  and  otliers 
bve  Bot  yet  been  pur '  * 


PBIZELIST. 
J0D«S8.— Devons  and  Herefords:  J.  S.  Qoartly,  MoUand 
House,  Southmolton;  J.  Smith,  Bradford  Peveiell,  Dor- 
chester. Shorthorns  and  Pigs :  S.  Widdioombe,  Ugborough ; 
J.  K.  Fowler,  Aylesbury.  Sheep:  J.  Moon,  Plymouth; 
J.  Gould,  Broaddyst ;  G.  CkMker,  Plympton ;  B.  Lee,  Milton 
Abbott  Horses :  V.  Calmady,  Tedoot ;  G.  Bullmore,  Newlyn 
East.  Implements:  S.  Brown,  Landrake;  E.  Elliott,  Lan- 
dulph ;  TVills,  Soothpetherwin. 

DEVONS. 

Bulla  above  three  yeara  old.— first  prize.  Yiwount  Pal- 
mouth,  Tresothnan  (Sunflower) ;  second,  W.  Esithing,  Stowqr 
Court,  Bridgwater  (Master  Arthur) ;  third,  T.  Julian,  Creed 
(Duke  of  Cornwall). 

Bolls  above  two.  and  not  eioeecling  three  yearSd—'Pirat 
prize,  IHacount  Paloiouth  (Naroiwas);  second,  J.  Jackman, 
Hexworthy  (Perfection);  third,  "W.  Farthing  (Sir  Oeoise). 
Highly  oomniended :   A.  Persona,  Highweek,  Black  Tor- 


not  exceeding  two  years. — ^First  prize,  J.  Jaekman ; 
second,  Viwount  Felmooth;  third,  J.  Jaekman.  Highly 
commended:  H.  Davey,  Penhole  Honse,  NorthhiU. 

Cows  above  three  years  old.— First  nize,  Eev.  S.  N. 
Kingdon,Bridgrule  (Pieksj)  ;  second,  J.  NichoUs,  Altamum ; 
third,  B.  Jadman,  lifton. 

Heifers  not  exoeeding  three  vears  old,— First  prize,  W. 
Fkrthing  (Pretty  Maid) ;  aeoon£  J.  Menhenick,  Wadebridge 
(Venns) ;  third,  J.  Jackman  (Belle).  Commended :  J.  JadL- 
man  (Beatrice). 

Heifers  not  exceeding  two  years  old. — ^Firat  prize,  R.  Barton, 
Broaddyst;  second,  Yiscount  FeUnouth;  third,  Bev.  S.  N. 
Kingdon  (Princess  Ida). 

SHORTHORNS. 

Bolls  above  three  years  old.— First  prize,  R.  Tremain,  Tre- 
thurffe.  Ladock  (Towneley  Grand  Doke) ;  second,  H.  Brad- 
ahaw.  Lifton  Park ;  third,  Mr.  HorsweU,  Headland  Villa,  Ply- 
mouth (General  Berrington). 

Bolla  above  two,  and  not  exoeeding  three  rars.— First 
prize,  J.  T.  Gerrans;  seoond,  Mr.  Whitford,  St.  £rme  (Tde- 
machos). 

Bolla  not  exceeding  two  years.— Pint  prize,  Measra.  Hoaken 
andSon,Loggan,Hajle;  second.  T.Cardell  and  J.  K.Martyn, 
Colan ;  third/D.  Venning,  Whalesboioagh. 

Shorthorn  cows  above  three  years  oUL— First,  seoond,  and 
third  prizes,  Messrs.  Hosken  and  Son. 

Heifera  not  exceeding  three  vears  dd.— First,  second,  and 
third  prizes,  Messrs.  Hosken  and  Son. 

Heifers  not  exceeding  two  years  old.— First  prize,  Meavs. 
Hosken  and  Son ;  second,  H.  Bradshaw,  lifton  Park ;  third, 
Messrs.  Hoaken  and  Son.    Highly  commended,  H.  Bradahaw. 

HEREFORDS. 
Bolls  above  three  years  old^«*First  prize,  G.  and  W.  £. 
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Xiobb,  LawluiUMi  (W«rriiutiiM) ;  aeocmd,  0.  and  W.  £.  Lobb 

BbBs  above  two  and  not  exeeedins  three  jrem  old.-*Knt 
prise,  W.  A.  Grose.  Ftepont,  Wadebridsn  (Zenitii). 

Bvlli  Bot  esoeediBg  two  jun  old.— IM  prise,  J.  BmU» 
KiimhmihmiiB  (Gamerter) ;  aeeond,  O.  and  W.  £.  Lobk 

HaniDiiieowtdwfvtbrae  yean  old.— W.  &.  Qtom^Bbh. 
po^  WaMridp,  aaeoiid,  J.  Baitlett,  liibMi. 

Heraind  iMtfen  not  wawiding  throe  jean  oU  on  1st  Jane, 
1870.— Fint  ptrize,  J.  Bartlett ;  second,  J.  Paall. 

A  special  prise  of  £10,  given  by  tlie  Biriit  Hon.  Yisoonnt 
lUmonth,  for  the  best  animal  in  the  cattle  classes.  The  judges 
of  Devons  took  Walter  Earthing's  Pretty  Maid  fifth,  and  ttie 
Hosken  and  Son's  heifer,  which  won  Che 


flrst  prise  in  daas  IS.  The  Coondl  of  the  Society  appointed 
T.  Oliver  as  nmpife,  and  he  eventiMUy  gave  the  prise  to  Hoe- 
ken'shstfer. 


SHEEP. 

Leicester  Yearling  Sams.— First,  second,  and  third  prises, 
J.  Tremain,  Polsne. 

Leicester  Old  Bams. — First  and  second  prises,  James  Tre- 
main ;  third,  George  Turner,  Bramfbrd  Speke. 

Leicester  Yeariing  Ewes^— First  and  second  prises,  J.  Tre- 
maine ;  third,  B.  Parsons,  Lannceston. 

Yearling  Long-woolled  Bamsw— First  and  second  prices,  W 
£.  Drakes.  Warnstow.  Highly  commended :  R.  Comer,  Tor- 
weston,  Williton,  Someraet. 

Lu^-wooUed  Old  Bams.  — First  prise,  W.  £.  Brakes; 
second,  E.  Comer.  Highly  commended:  G.  Martyn,  Camel- 
lord. 

Long-wooOed  Ewes.— First  prise,  W.  E.  Drake ;  second,  R. 
Ckrk,St.  Beaodeanz. 

Yearling  Shropshire  Down  Bams.— First  and  second  prises, 
Visconnt  Falmouth. 

Shropshire  Down  Old  Bams.— First  and  second  prises,  Yis- 
ootint  Fahnonth. 

Shropshire  Down  Yearling  Ewes.— First  and  second  prizesu 
Visconnt  AOmottth ;  third^.  Bradshaw,  lilton  Pkrk. 

DartBoor  Yearling  Bams.— First  prise,  E.  May,  Grendon ; 
second.  Drew,  Aitiseoiahe. 

Dartmoor  Old  Rams.— First  prise,  W.  Genke,  ftehde ; 
second,  B.  May,  Oreadon. 


Dartmoor  Yearling  Ewes.— First  pris^i  B^  Balmer,  Venn ; 
second.  Drew. 

PIGS. 

Boars,  large  breeds— Doekering  and  Sons,  Northoipe,  Lin- 
oelnshire. 

Sows,  hrse  breed. — ^Fir<t  prise,  Dnskering  and  Sons;  se- 
cond, J.  S.  Davey,  Bedmth. 

Boars  exceeding  IS  months  oU,  smaB  breed.— First  prise, 
R.  Jackman,  lifton ;  second,  Dnckering  and  Sons. 

Bonn  not  wwtediHg  12  months  old,  small  breed.— Fint 
prise,  J.  Flshner,  Lewannick ;  second,  Dnckering  and  Sons. 

Sows,  small  breed.- Fint  prise,  Dookeriag  and  Sons ;  se- 
cond, R.  Bickle,  Lifton. 

Pen  of  two  breeding  sows  not  esceeding  IS  BMmths  ddj— 
First  prise,  J.  S.  Davey ;  second,  Dndnring  and  Sons. 

IMPLEMEIfTS. 
Prises  were  awarded — for  ringle  plough,  to  Homsb^  and 
Sons,  Grantham.  Tomwrest  plough  tlut  wiB  efficiently 
torn  the  furrow  against  the  nill,  J.  Davey,  Crofthole, 
Devonport.  Cultivator,  grubber,  and  scanier,  J.  Davey. 
Set  of  harrows,  J.  Davey.  Set  of  seed  harrows,  J.  snd 
F.  Howard,  Bedford.  Set  of  chain  harrows,  J.  and  F. 
Howard.  Clod  emsher  or  polveriser,  Beverley  Iron  Works, 
Reading.  Com  drill  for  small  occupation  in  hilly  dis- 
tricts, W.  Brenton  (Hawkes  and  Spencer  machine),  Polthabic, 
St.  Germains.  Tutnip  and  mangold  drill  for  ridge  or  flat,  de- 
positing manure  with  seed,  W.  Brenton.  General  manue 
distributor.  W.  Brenton.  Horse-hoe  for  green  crops  on  ridn 
and  flat,  adapted  to  work  horisontally  alcnpiff  the  aide  of  a  hul, 
J.  Davqr*  Winnowing  machine  ecnveitible  to  a  blower,  W. 
Brenton.  Grass-mowing  machine,  Samnelson  and  Co.,  Ban- 
bury, and  W.  A.  Wood,  London,  divide ;  highly  oommended, 
W.  jBrenton.  One-horae  cart  for  general  purposes,  G.  Uil- 
ford,  Ihorverton.  Chaff-cutter,  Lewis  and  Hooley,  Shrews- 
bury (A  protest  entered  by  Mam.  Fioksley  and  SLms,  wbo 
alleffBd  that  their  patent  had  been  infirii^ed).  Gtatiqg  or 
palpiag  machine,  Hocnslqr  *nd  Sons.  Com  aaid  poise  bruiser 
and  beet  oilcake  emsher.  Amies,  Bariord,  and  Co.,  Peter- 
borough. Best  and  most  isomroved  ooUection  of  impIemeDta, 
W.  Brenton ;  second,  J.  Baekingham,  lAunoeston ;  third,  J. 
Davay.  Sheep-feeding  hurdle  rack,  J.  Eilaoott,  North  Pether- 
win.    Field-gate,  ^  Piout,  Lewaaniok,  Laanoeston. 


THE  HADLEIOH  FABltBBS'  CLUB  AND  AOBZOULTUKAL  ASSOCIATION. 

MEETING   AT  HADLEIGH. 


At  the  annual  Spring  meeting  the  nnmber  of  ploaghs  was 
this  year  unnaaaUy  large,  there  being  as  many  as  66,  af^aiast 
4i  Ust  year.  In  toe  champion  dass,  consisting  of  the  winners 
of  former  years,  there  were  ten,  including  James  Barker,  the 
oelebrated  pkmghman,  who  has  sustaiaca  the  renown  ec  the 
ploughs  of  Messrs.  Bansomes,  Sims,  and  Head,  all  over  the 
country.  To-day  Barker  had  to  succumb  to  local  men,  bnt  the 
victonr  for  Messrs.  Bansomes*  ploughs  was  even  greater  than 
if  he  had  won,  for  the  winners  of  both  first  and  second  prizes 
used  implements  made  by  that  firm.  The  j  ndges  of  stock  were 
Mr.  W.  Biddell,  Lavenham  Hall,  Mr.  Pettltt^  Friston,  and  Mr. 
B.  M.  Lnngley. 

PBIZE  LIST. 
HoESES  roE  Aquculxubal  Pvuoaxa. 

Best  stallion,  £2,  G.  Green,  Norton. 

Best braod mare,  £2,  J.  Ifatthew,  AUham;  second,  £1, 
James  Gentry,  Washbrook. 

Best  geldingp  £1,  W.  Band,  eseoat4Nr  to  Mr.  Stnbbin,  Bm- 
don ;  a«»nd,  John  Martia,  Semer  Hall. 

Best  ghast  mare,  £1,  P.  Stoam,  l»msett  Hall. 

M&ne  yemrBoldflUy,£l,C.  Frost,  Whentead. 

Best  colt  under  27  montiu  old,  £1  10s.,  N.  Catohpole, 
Whitton. 

Best  nlding  ditto,  £1, 8.  Johnson,  Lawfbrd. 

Be^lllylftha.£l  l«s., R.  and  J.Band,  Hadhngh;  second, 
10s.,  Joseph  Matthew. 

Beitoolt  or  gelding  under  16  months  old,£l  lQB.,P.Steatn. 


Best  flilv  diUo,  £1  lOs.,  R.  Paitridge,  executor  to  E.  P^- 
tridge,  Layham. 

Best  foal,  £l,Mr.  Norfolk.  BuntalCi  second,  10s.,  J.  Geiifay. 

Best  team  of  four  Suffolk  cart  horses  (mares  or  geldinp 
indifferently),  £8,  S.  B.  White,  Bildeston. 

Biomo  AKs  Naj&  Hobam. 

Best  atoUion,  2  yean  old  and  ^ward  (if  not  kas  than  three 
eoanpetitois),  £3»  no  entry. 

Best  heavy-weight  carrying  mare  or  gelding,  not  ksi  thu 
16  hands  hi^di.  £%^S.  B.  White,  Bildestonj  second,  £1,  J* 
ScoU,Pon7HalLHadleigh. 

Best  light-weight  ditto,  not  less  than  U  hands  high,  il 
M.  Archer,  Semer ;  highly  commended,  T.  W.  Stow,  Keriej. 

Best  cob  not  extending  14|  hands  high,£l,  J.F.Bobiuon, 
Hadleigh ;  second,  10s.  Josiah  Matthew,  Aldham. 

Best  pony  not  eioeeding  13  hands  hi^  £1,  W.  Eentjy 
R«[don|  second,  10s.,  A.  B.  Woodsy  Hadlmgh. 

Best  pony  not  exceeding  12  hands  high,  £1,  J.  Strati;  se- 
cond, l(k,  J.  F.  Robinson. 

Cattl*. 

Best  bnU  of  any  breed,£l,  N.  Catehpoiek 

Best  polled  now,  £1,  J.  Cook,  HadfiglL 

Best  homed  cow,  £1,  N.  CatolnNile. 

Best  fat  beast  of  aiv  age,  £lT0s.,  Messrs.  Band ;  seeood, 
£1,  Messrs.  Baud. 

'   Best&tsteerorhei&riiader3yeanoU,£16s^W.Ktti9> 
second,  16s.,  R.  Fidgett,  Layham. 
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Shut. 
Best  tap  of  th«  Southdown  bieed,  of  any  age,  $1,  Umn, 


BMtslitttiuigtiip  of  any  other  dhort-wool  biMcl,£l,  B. 
Woodgateu 
Beatshtttiuig  tn^  ofloBg.woalbne4,£l,  H.  D.  Foatvia, 

Best  top  of  long-wofll  breed,  of  an/  age,  £1,  B.  FaiiridjpD. 
Beit  pen  of  thne  Southdown  eve  lionets, £1,B.  VooOKate. 
Best  pen  of  three  wether  hoggets  oi  any  short-wool  breed, 
jei,HeaBrB.  Band. 
Beat  pen  of  thne  ewe  hoggetsof  any  shoit-wool  breed,  £1, 


Best  pen  of  three  long-wool  wether  hoggets,  £1,  W.  Kersqr- 

Best  pen  of  three  long-wool  ewe  hofl»eti,'£l,  W.  Kersey. 

Best  pen  of  ten  ewes  of  any  breed,  with  their  lambs,  £1  lOs., 
J.  Scott :  second,  £1,  executors  of  I.  Stmtt. 

Best  ileeoe  of  hogget  short-wool  (not  being  a  tup),  IBs.,  W. 
Kersey. 

Beet  fleece  of  hogget  long  wool  ditto,  IBs.,  Messrs.  Band. 
Pigs. 

Best  boar,  £1,  C.  Frost ;  second,  lOs.,  i.  Yinoe. 

Best  breeding  sow,  ^61,  W.  Nunn ;  second,  lOs.  J.  F.  Bo- 


The  dinner  took  place  at  four  o'clock  in  the  Town  Hall,  Sir 
Charles  Bowl^  in  the  chair. 


SALE   OF  THE  LATE  ME.  W.  H.  S.  ADCOOK'S  HEBD  OF   SHOBTSOBNS. 
AT  FABNDISH,  ON  TUESDAY,  HAY  W,  1870,  BY  MB.  JOHN  TflOBNTON. 


Tbcre  were  probably  few  men  more  popular  in  the  county 
of  Northampton  or  more  respected  at  the  ring-side  than 
the  late  Mr.  Adoock,  whose  death  occurred  in  February 
Ust.  His  sound  judgment,  coapled  with  a  quiet  unassuming 
but  cheerful  disposition,  endeared  him  to  a  Teiy  large  circle  of 
senqaintance,  and,  as  was  well  known,  for  ^un  past  he 
had  let  bis  heart  on  having  a  fine  herd  of  cattle.  A  number 
of  those  first  selected  were  sold  off  at  Mr.  Longland's  sale  in 
1S68 ;  with  the  remainder,  some  of  which  had  been  purchased 
at  the  UaTcring  Park,  Preston  Hall,  and  Miloote  sales,  he 
bttrted  what  might  as  yet  be  called  merelr  the  germ  of  a  first- 
diM  herd.  Affliction  fell  heavily  tmon  nim  in  the  beffinninff 
of  1869,  and  although  he  was  seen  at  the  Boyal  and  Highland 
Sodet/s  meetings  in  a  Bath-chair,  it  was  remarked  that  his 
prapheey  of  having  but  a  few  years  to  live  had  well-nigh  been 
ralfiUed.  We  were  accordingly  fully  prepared  to  see  at  the 
litUe  Iiehester  Station  a  very  strong  muster  of  the  well-known 
Shorahom  fraternity  on  the  sale-nay.  Mr.  Sartoris,  whose 
estate  is  but  a  mile  or  two  from  Farndiah,  had  taken  great 
interest  in  the  stock,  and  entertained  a  large  party  the  night 
pieriously. 

Mr.  Gandem,  the  acting  executor,  fully  kept  up  hia  old 
friend's  hearty  and  bountiful  hospitality.  A  magnificent 
cbsapagne  lonoh  was  brought  from  the  Geoige  at  North- 
ampton, at  which  Mr.  Sartoris,  who  presided,  passed  a  very 
hsppj  eukgium  on  his  late  friend  and  neighbour  Mr.  Adcook, 
sod  proposed  that  his  memorr  should  be  drunk  in  silence.  The 
company  then  adjourned  to  the  ring,  which  was  well  packed, 
la  the  sale  waggon  were  Lord  Feversbam,  Mr.  Foster,  Mr. 
Cox,  Mr.  Hanson,  Mr.  Blackwell,  Mr.  Woodward,  Mr. 
Gaadcm,  nnd  Mr.  Baxter,  well  remembered  at  the  Towneley 
ring,  when  bristling  over  with  bottles,  he  occupied  the  box- 


test,  and  waa  often  whipper  in. 


were  the  brothers 


Graham,  Mr.  Sheldon,  Mr.  Clayden.  Mr.  C.  Howard,  and  some 
kKala,  whilst  Mr.  Tippler,  Mr.  Walker,  and  others  from  Basex, 
took  the  adjoining  waggon.  The  Northamptonahiie  men 
mtutered  round  the  ring  to  the  ri^ht  and  ieft  of  the 
aietioneer.  On  the  right  were  Captam  Oliver,  Mr.  Sartoris, 
Mr.  Beasley,  Capt.  Eden,  Mr.  Owen  Wallis,  Mr.  Lynn, 
Ur.  Beard,  Mr.  Worthqr,  and  others  were  congrwated, 
ihilit,  to  the  left  were  Mr.  Dormer's  and  Mr.  StncUand's 
agent  Messrs.  Winnall,  Canning,  Hamer,  Fnrkia,  and  a 
laijse  party  from  Warwickshire.  The  county  men  gathered 
thick  at  the  gates,  deterained  to  see  the  entnmce  and 
departure  of  eveiT  lot.  The  stock  had  been  viewed 
all  the  morning  in  the  fields  and  yardk  but  there  was  ageneral 
ieeUng  that  they  had  not  had  much  doing  and  were  ahown  in 
a  itate  upon  which  Uiey  would,  with  a  litUegood  keep,  greatly 
improve.     Lady  Kniuitley  3nd,  with  her  sweet  head,  her 


Catalan!    was  admitted    to   be    but    very    so-so  for    a 

C  Charmer,  and  her  doubtfiil  condition  as  a  breeder  for  the 
eighteen  moniha  made  her  a  apeculative  lot,  though  there 
vere  a  good  nmy  bids  for  her;  her  heifer  Cluibel  a 
n»a,  W9P  v«qr  smafl  for  her  ace.  Heartnaae,  a  hffgp  fine 
cow,  wanted  d«ganoe ;  and  her  neifer,  Hepatica»  sweet  and 


nice-looking,  went  apparently  cheap  to  Messrs.  Graham. 
Charmer  2nd  was  taken  out  of  the  field  and  calved  during  the 
luncheon  a  red  bull-calf.  It  was  rather  a  novelty  to  see  the 
Inddings  going  on  and  no  lot  in  the  ring.  The  size  and  quality 
of  Adeline  was  greatly  admired,  ana,  full  of  calf,  seemed  a 
cheap  purchase  for  Mr.  BlackweU.  Fanny  ^16th,  as  tame  as 
a  dog,  followed  those  who  patted  her,  about.  She  had  a  deep, 
but  narrow  frame,  sweet  docile  head,  and  fine  hair  and  hand- 
ling ;  60  gs.  seemed  no  great  price  for  so  good  a  cow,  and  we 
were  pleased  to  see  Mr.  Owen  Wallis  get  her.  The  young 
anunau  were  nice,  and  gave  great  promise  of  what  the  herd 
might  have  been  had  the  ownerlived:  they  sold  well.  Janette, 
a  fine  red  J.  calf,  made  65  gs.,  from  Mr.  Beaslev,  with 
whom  the  family  is  associated.  When  he  bongnt  the 
company  cheered,  and  when  Mr.  Sarioria  gave  the  highest 
price  for  the  Lady  Kuightley  2nd,  the  cheers  were  "  con- 
tinued." He  had  aheady  a  very  fine  herd  of  Knightley  blood, 
and  it  seemed  to  give  great  satisfaction  that  he  had  tiu^en  the 
best  "  Bates  upon  Kmghtley"  lot  to  join  the  Bushden  herd. 
Miss  Barrington,  a  fine  heiier  of  good  nnality,  went  for  90  gs. 
to  Mr.  Foeter,  and  Mr.  Sartoris  bought  tier  diun  cheap  enough 
for  27  gs. 

Tweuth  Duke  of  Oxford  was  low  in  condition,  but  still  very 
useful  and  remarkably  quiet  with  his  Idndlv  head  uid  long 
quarters  tliough  somewhat  deficient  in  midole  and  girth :  he 
was  a  noble  looking  old  bull,  and  Mr.  Baxter  and  Mr. 
Doxraer's  agent  Mr.  Gardener,  had  a  good  fight  up  to  145  gs. 
Second  Duke  of  Waterloo,  rather  plain  and  a  httle  wicked 
went  at  butcher's  value,  but  he  got  some  good  calves,  indeed, 
better  than  Oxford's ;  and  Baron  Geneva,  the  herdsman's  pet, 
for  his  great  feeding  properties  and  quiet  disposition,  went 
cheap  enough  to  Abtfdeenshire,  though  several  of  the  coun- 
brmen  bid  well;  but  not  quick  enough.  The  sale 
finished  soon  after  four  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  one  oon- 
corned;  the  average  of  £49  8s.  for  the  entire  herd,  and  £50  ds. 
for  the  cows  being  considered,  as  it  was,  a  remarkably  good  sale 

COWS  AND  HEIFERS. 
Miss  Banks,  red  and  white,  calved  May  28, 1856,  by  Duke  of 

Bolton  (12788),  out  of  Bouquet  by  Garrick  (11507).— 

F.  Sartoris,  Bushden  Hall,  27  gs. 
Adeline,  roan,  calved  September  16, 1869,  by  Sir  Colin  Camp- 

beU  (16961),  out  of  Albreda  by  Earl  of  Dublin  (10178).— 

B.  Blackwell,  Tansley,  61  gs. 

Jantia  6th,  roan,  calved  November  21,  1860,  by  Yeoman 

a7267),  out  of  Janiga  by  I^rcurgna  (7180).— T.  Pashler, 

Addington,  28  gs. 
Pfttience,  roan,  calved  April  9,  1864,  by  Waterloo  Duke 

(21077),  out  of  Pearl  by  Pancake  (16048).-.W.  Strickland, 

Cokethorpe  Park,  Witney,  84  gs. 
Fairy  Princess,  roan,  calved  October  SO,  1863,  by  Hayman 

(16246),  out  Fairy  by  St.  Patrick  (120S8).— J.H. BlundeU, 

Woodaide,  Luton,  41  ss. 
Heartsease,  red  and  white,  calved  November  4,  1863,  by 

Chanter  (19423),  out  of  Floret  by  Donghu  (12714).— 

C.  C.  Dormer,  Courteenhall,  80  gs. 

Pearly,  red,  calved  Febnmry  16, 1864,  by  QnnA  Duke  5th 
(19876),  out  of  Pearl  by  Honewdl  (10832).— J.  W.  Urking,, 
Ashdown  Hooae,  Sunni,  4o  gs. 
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FuicT  15tli,  roan,  ealTed  Jane  6, 18H  by  Foglemui  (14680), 
out  of  ifumj  7th  by  Satan  (16910).~O.  WalliB,  Oventone 
Grange,  60  gs. 

Charmer  2nd,  roan,  calved  January  16, 1866,  by  Grand  Doke 
4th  (19874),  out  of  Charmer  by  Hainstoy  (16490).— C.  C. 
Dormer,  Conrteenhall,  100  gs. 

Catalani,  red  and  white,  cal?f4  April  4, 1866,  by  Tonchgtone 
(29986),  out  of  Cornelian  by  Mameluke  (13289).— T. 
Pnrlds,  Weit  Wratting,  Cambridgediire,  66  n. 

Lady  Knishtley,  roan,  calved  Eebrua^  18,  1866,  bf  Sixth 
Duke  ta  Airdrie  ri9602),  out  of  Maidenhair  by  Mocassin 
(18406).— J.  W.  Larkinff,  68  gs. 

Bonny  Oxford,  roan,  calTed  March  24, 1866,  by  Twelfth  Duke 
of  Oxford  (19683),  out  of  Bonny  Lass  by  Jemmie  lind 
(18105).— T.  G.  CurUer,  Worcester,  41  gs. 

Jooosa,  red  and  white,  calved  April  11,  1866,  by  Twelfth 
Duke  of  Oxford  (19638),  out  of  Jan^a  6th  by  Yeoman 
(17257).— J.  Gross,  WoUaston,61  gs. 

Faixy  Oxford,  red  roan,  calved  June  28,  1866,  by  Twelfth 
Duke  of  Oxford  (19638),  out  of  Fairy  Frinoeas  by  Hayman 
(16245).— W.  Strickland,  Cokethorpe,  33  gs. 

Duchess  of  Bedford,  roan,  calved  July  24,  1866,  by  Twelfth 
Duke  of  Oxford  (19683),  out  of  Fearly  by  Grand  Duke  6th 
(19876).— B.  Baxter,  EUaok  Hall,  Yorksliize,  34  n. 

Lady  Kniffhtley  2nd,  roan,  calved  February  10,  1867,  by 
Grand  Duke  4th  (19874),  out  of  Maidenhair  by  Mocas- 
sin (18406).- F.  Sartoris,  Bushden  HaU,  140  n. 

Lady  lisaex  2nd,  roan,  calved  December  18,  1867,  by  Costa 
(21487),  out  of  Lady  Essex,  by  Grand  Duke  of  Essex 
(17996).— S.  Buchnall,  Burton-on-Trent,  28  gs. 

Miss  Barrington,  red  and  a  little  white,  calved  Februaxy  9, 
1868,  by  Twdfth  Duke  of  Oxford  (19633),  out  of  Miss 
Banks,  by  Duke  of  Bolton  (12738).— J.  P.  Foster,  KUhow, 
90  gs. 

Jnlianna,  roan,  calved  March  3,  1868,  by  Twelfth  Duke  of 
Oxford  (19633),  out  of  Janija  by  Yeoman  (17257).— 
Capt.  Eden  (for  the  Duke  of  Bucdeuch),  Boughton  House, 
Kettering,  43  gs. 

Claribd,  roan,  calved  May  7, 1868,  by  Twelfth  Duke  of  Ox- 
ford (19633),  out  of  Catalani  by  Touchstone  (20986).— 
H.  J.  Sheldon.  Brailes,  Warwick,  100  gs. 

Fairy  Oxford  2nd,  roan,  calved  June  15, 1868,  got  by  Twelfth 
Duke  of  Oxford  (19633),  out  of  Fairy  Princess  by  Hayman 
(16246).— Capt.  Eden,  47  gs. 

Hepatica,  roan,  calved  June  30, 1868,  by  Potentate  (22637), 
out  of  Heartsease  by  Chanter  (19423).— G.  Graham,  Yard- 
ley,  Birmingham,  60  n. 

Albreda  2nd,  roan,  oalved  Au^rust  18, 1867,  by  Twelfth  Duke 
of  Oxford  (19633),  out  of  Albreda  by  Earl  of  Dublin 

J10178.— H.  J.  Sheldon,  Brailes,  72  gs. 
y  Knightley  3rd,  roan,  calved  October  6, 1868,  by  Twelfth 

Duke  of  Oxford  G9633),  out  of  Lady  Knightley  by  6th  Duke 

of  Airdrie  (19602).— Capt.  Eden,  30  gs. 
Primula,  red  and  white,  calved  November  26, 1868,  by  Twelfth 

Duke  of  Oxford  (19633),  out  of  Patience  by  Waterloo  Duke 

(21077).— B.  Baxter,  30  gs. 
Countess  Spencer,  roan,  (»ftlved  March  16,  1869,  by  Grand 

Duke  4th  (19874),  out  of  Fair>  Oxford  by  Twelfth  Duke  of 

Oxford  09033).— Capt.  Eden,  37  gs. 
Faithful,  white,  calved  May  24,  1869,  by  Twelfth  Duke  of 

Oxford  (19633),  out  of  Faixy  Princess  by  Hayman  (16246). 

— W.  Cox,  Bndlsford,  Derbyshire,  18  gs. 
Penelope,  roan,  calved  May  28, 1869,  by  Twelfth  Duke  of  Ox- 
ford (19633),  out  of  Pearly  by  Grand  Duke  6th  (19876).— 

H.  Bjobinson.  Iieybnrn,  17  gs.  ^ 

Janetta,  red,  calved  July  27, 1869,  by  Second  Doke  of  ^ater- 

loo  (23800),  out  of  Jooosa  by  Twelfth  Doke  of  Oxford 

(19633).— J.  N.  Beasley,  PiUford  Hall,  66  gs. 
Lady  Kniriitley  4tb,  white,  calved  August  21, 1869,  by  Twelfth 

Duke  of  Oxford  (19633),  out  of  lAdy  KnighUey  by  6th 

Duke  of  Airdrie  (19602).— A.  Winnall,  Hawthorn,  Ledbury, 

46  gs. 
Bonny  Waterloo,  roan,  calved  October  18,  1869,  by  Second 

Duke  of  Waterloo  (23800),  out  of  Bonny  Oxford  by  Twelfth 

Duke  of  Oxford  (19633).— F.  Wythes,  Bavensden  House, 

Bedford,  40  gs. 
Pansy,  red  and  white,  oalved  October  26,  1869,  by  Twelfth 

Duke  of  Oxford  (19633),  out  of  Patienee  by  Waterloo  Duke 

(21077).— B.  Baxter,  28  gs. 
Fnutfol,  roan,  calved  March  6, 1870,  by  Twelfth  Duke  of  Ox- 


ford  (19633).  out  of  Fancy  15th  by  Fugleman  (14680)<— B. 

Tomlinsob,LincohMhire,  27  gs. 
Famdiah  Lass,  red,  calved  Mardi  26, 1870,  by  SeoondDvke  of 

Waterioo  (23800),  out  of  Fairy  Oxford  by  TweUUi  Ddke  of 

Oxford  (19633).— B.  Wood,  Clapton,  17  gs. 
Fkvorita,  roan,  odved  April  19, 1870,  by  Twelfth  Doke  of  Ox- 
ford (19633),  out  of  Faiiy  Princess  by  Hayman  (16245).— 

W.  H.  Woodhouse,  Hertfordshire,  20  gs. 
White  Legs,  red  and  white,  calved  December  8,  1865,  by 

Twelfth  Duke  of  Oxford  (19633),  out  of  White's  Old  Cow. 

Captain  Wetton,  Northampton,  28  n. 
Poddington  Lass,  red,  calved  January  14, 1867,  ^  Marania  of 

Airdrie  (26834),  out  of  White's  Old  Cow.*D.  M.  Brown, 

Clipston,  34  gs. 
Tiny,  red  and  white,  calved  in  January,  1868,  by  Twdfth 

Duke  of  Oxford  (19633),  out  of  White's  Old  Cow.-Captaia 

Wetton,  21  gs.  . 
A  bull  calf,  red  and  white,  calved  Mareh  28, 1870,  by  Baron 

Geneva  (25668),  out  of  Tiny.— Captain  Wetton,  7  gs. 
A  milking  cow,  giving  three  gallons  of  milk  daily. — ^Hon. 

C.  W.  FitBwilliam,  26  gs. 

BULLS. 
Twelfth  Duke  of  Oxford  (19638),  roan,  calved  September  86, 

1862 ;  by  Grand  Duke  of  Wetherby  (17997),  out  of  Oxford 

16th  by  Fourth  Duke  of  York  (10167).— C.  C.  Doxmer, 

Second  JD^e  of  Waterloo  (23800),  roan,  calved  December  28, 
1865:  by  Lord  LaUy  (22161),  out  of  Waterloo  28th  by 
Grand  Duke  Srd  (16182).— W.  Tippler, BoxweU,£stax,36KS. 

Baron  Geneva  (16668),  roan,  calved  January  4,  1866 ;  V 
Duke  of  Geneva  (19614),  out  of  Adeline  by  Sir  Colin 
CampbeU  (16961).— A.  S.  Bbusklaw,  Aberdeen,  70  n. 

Oxford  Barrington,  roan,  calved  January  26, 1869 ;  by  TwdUUi 
Duke  of  Oxford  (19633),  out  of  Miss  Banks  1^  Duke  of 
Bolton  (12738).— T.  Johnson.  Warwickshire,  41  gs. 

Duke  of  Noithill,  white,  calved  March  19, 1869 ;  hj  Baron 
Geneva  (25568),  out  of  Jantja  5th  by  Yeoman  (17267).— 
W.  Jervis,  Woodford,  30  gs. 

Fawsley  Oxford  2nd,  rod  and  white,  calved  March  19, 1869 ; 
by  Twelfth  Duke  of  Oxford  (19633),  out  of  Anemone  by 
Buckingham  (17471).— Captain  Wetton,  50  gs. 

Baron  Eossell,  roan,  calved  September  1,  1869 ;  by  Grand 
Duke  4th  (19874),  out  of  Duchess  of  Bedford  hj  Twelfth 
Duke  of  Oxford  (19633).— Mr.  Gadsby,  Lowick,  32 jn. 

Eari  of  Oxford,  roan,  calved  in  October,  1869,  by  Twelfth 
Duke  of  Oxford  (19633),  out  of  Boan  Princess  by  Grand 
Duke  8rd  (16182).— Mr.  Henry,  Norfolk,  30 gs. 

Eari  of  W^loo,  roan,  calved  February  5, 1870.  by 

tseasebyC 


Second 
Chanter 


Duke  of  Waterloo  (28800),  out  of  Heartsease 
(19438).— W.  George,  Gayton,  20  m. 

Duke  of  Thomville,  white,  calved  March  10,  1869,  by 
Twelfth  Duke  ot  Oxford  (19633),  out  of  Fanny  16th  by 
Fng]eman(14680).— W.  H.  Walker,Brentwood,  Essex,  26gs. 

Baron  Wollaston,  roan,  calved  March  6,  1870,  liy  Second 
Duke  ofWaterloo  (23800),  out  of  Jan^a  5th  by  Yeoman 
(17257).— J.  Woodward,  Worocsfcershire,  26  gs. 

Baron  Famdish,  red  and  white,  ealved  March  15, 1870^  by 
Twelfth  Duke  of  Oxford  (19633),  out  of  Miss  Banks  by 
Duke  of  Bolton  (12738).— Lord  St.  John,  17  gs. 


THE  LATE  MR.  W.  G.  NIXETS  DEVON  HEBD, 
AT  UPTON  COUET,  SLOUGH.— BY  BOU  JOHN 
THORNTON.— The  bU  consisted  of  four  bulls,  29  cowi  and 
heifers,  and  29  fat  oxen,  steers,  and  heifers.  The  highest 
price  obtained  was  for  a  cow  Young  Hebe,  with  a  cnu  six 
months  old,  which  together  realised  117  guineas,  the  cow 
fetching  86  guineas  and  the  oalf  making  81.  Young  Hebe, 
which  was  bred  by  Lord  Portman,  and  afterwards  pnrooaaed  by 
Mr.  J.  A.  Smith,  of  Bradford  Peverell,  passed  into  the  hands 
of  the  late  Mr.  W.  G.  Nixey  at  the  sale  of  Mr.  Smith's  stock 
at  Dorchester  in  February,  1869.  Several  other  animals  bred 
liy  Mr.  Smith  were  also  disposed  of,  including  a  steer,  which 
brought  47  guineas;  anotner,  a  two-yearnnld,  reafised  28 
guineas ;  whilst  a  number  of  yearling  steers  brought  from 
eleven  minoasto  30  guineas  a-piece.  Young  Dewdrop,  bred 
by  Mr.  W.  Smith,  of  Exeter,  realised  40  guineas.  A  calf, 
bred  by  Mr.  Niiwy.  was  knocked  down  at  80  guineaa,  and  a 
bull.  Prince  of  Wales,  bred  liy  Mr.  John  Qnaxtiy,  was  sold 
for  30  guineas.    The  total  proceeds  amounted  to  il,830. 
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PHILADELPBIA    BUTTTEE :    HOW    IT    IS    MADE. 


**  Philadelphia  piini  **  ia  kao^m  in  Ihe  central  cities  of  the 
United  StiSes  as  butter  nnsurpasaed  for  sweetness,  solidi^,  and 
goUea  coloar.  It  always  commands  a  fancr  price,  and  is  ever 
■Might  for  with  an  aTidity  that  makes  its  sale  a  pleunre  rather 
than  a  bboor.  £soeUait  hatter  is  found  elsewhere,  as  in 
New  fiigbad.  New  York,  and  northern  Ohio ;  bat  inferior 
qoalities  are  the  rale  in  the  dairy  sections  proper,  which  these 
exerations  only  prove ;  whOe  in  a  large  portion  of  the  West 
sad  Soath  there  is  Tvry  little  saperior  batter,  a  considerable 
q^iaatity  that  ia  passably  good,  and  a  krse  amount  not  fit  to 
sat,  of  leas  Tslne  for  cooking  than  good  lard,  and  anworthy 
the  repate  of  the  American  farmer.  Greater  advances  have 
of  late  been  made  in  cheesemaking  than  in  the  art  of  batter- 
laakiag.    Tlie  fadory  system  hu  secured  aniformity  with 

Eattre  piogieas  in  processes  and  knowledge  of  principles, 
tier  duries  are  indiTidaal  and  isolated,  and  excellence  in 
their  prodoet  ia  the  result  of  peculiar  care  in  the  mana^r, 
sad  special  adaptation  to  his  business.    It  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portaaee  that  the  very  best  modes  of  manufoctare  should  be 
undentood;   that  the  dairyman  and  the  farmer's  wife  who 
eares  for  the  smaller  daiir  of  the  ordinary  farm  should  com- 
pare their  processes  (whicn  they  may  now  deem  best  because 
they  know  no  other  better)  with  those  of  model  establish- 
Bleats,  and  learn  to  stamp  a  hiffher  excellence  upon  the  yield 
of  their  dairies.     The  difficulty  of  obtaining  really  good 
batter  in  the  dty  markets  appears  to  be  increasing,  probably 
from  a  growing  fostidiousness  of  butter  eaters,  as  well  as  iVom 
the  increasiiig  disproportion  in  numbers  of  consumers  and 
prodneen.    Tnis  faet  gives  urgent  and  immediate  importance 
to  efforts  for  improvement.    The  best  Philadelphia  butter 
comes  mainly  from  Chester,  Lancaster,  and  Delaware  counties. 
A  oonunittee  of  New  York  gentlemen  ]»Ulj  visited  several  of 
the  dairies  of  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  as  representa- 
tiTss  of  an  incipient  organization,  the  "American  Jersey 
Cattle  Qab,**  designed  to  faciliUte  the  work  of  publishing 
such  a  record  of  importations  and  pure  breedinsr  as  should 
aeeare  the  integrity  of  this  ftmous  dainr  breed.    The  following 
extnets  from  their  report,  written  by  Ueorse  E.  Warring,  Jan., 
begins  with  a  desenption  of  the  dairy  of  Samuel  J.  Sharp- 
lesB,  of  Street  Boad  station,  in  Chester  county,  whose  cows 
are  all  thorough-bred  Jerseys :  The  milldng-house  is  a  light 
voodea  stracture,  with  so  many  open  doors  and  windows  that 
it  is  hardly  more  than  a  shed.    In  the  winter  it  is  dosed  up, 
sad  used  as  a  stable  for  young  stock.    In  size  it  is  about  22 
feet  by  36,  with  a  row  of  stanchions  on  eaeb  side,  and  with 
msasen  ia  which  a  little  bran  is  put  at  milking  time.    Each 
cow  has  her  own  place,  vrith  her  name,  age,  and  pedigree  on 
her  own  tboiukt^  and  she  always  goes  to  it  as  though  she 
coald  read.    Hieir  names  have  been  put  up  in  the  order  in 
vhich  they  come  from  the  pasture,  the  "master**  cow  entering 
lint,  and  the  least  plucky  last.    The  milking  is  done  hjf 
vcnen,  the  same  one  always  milking  the  same  cows,  and  it  is 
done  npid^  and  qniety,  no  nunecessaxy  talking  and  no  sky- 
larking being  allowed.    We  measured  "  Niobe*s  "  yield,  and 
foaad  it  to  be  II  quarts  (she  eave  9  tiie  next  morning,  making 
it  30  quarts  for  the  two  mflldnn)— not  bad  for  a  butter- 
nakiflg  Jersey.    Hie  others  gave  less  (the  smallest  not  more 
than  8  quarts  at  two  milkinss) ;  but  the  whole  herd  of  18  cows 
eoald  not  have  given  less  than  200  quarts  a-day,  and  this  of 
Bilk  that  yields  over  20  per  cent,  of  cream.    Near  by  the 
milkiag.hoiiae  is  the  **  spring-house,"  about  24i  feet  long  by 
18  feet  wide,  built  of  atone,  with  its  foundations  set  deeply  in 
the  bin.  side,  and  its  floor  about  i»  feet  below  the  level  of  the 
gitnmd  at  the  down-hill  side.    The  site  is  that  of  a  plentiful 

n,  whidi  is  allowed  to  spread  over  the  whole  of  the  en- 
area  to  the  depth  of  about  three  inches  above  the  floor 
of  the  oak  laid  on  sand  or  gravel.  At  this  hdght  there  is  an 
owiov  by  which  the  water  passes  to  a  tank  in  an  open  shed 
at  the  down^hill  end  of  the  house.  On  the  floor  of  the  spring- 
hoise  there  are  raised  platforms  or  walks  to  be  used  in  moving 
iboDt  the  roomy  bat  nrobably  three-quarters  of  the  space  u 
oeeojried  by  the  stea^-flowing  spring  water.  The  wuls  are 
lioat  tea  feet  bigfa»  and  at  the  top,  on  each  side,  are  long,  low 


windows,  closed  only  with  a  wire  doth,  which  g^ive  drcnlation 
of  air  at  the  upper  part  of  the  room.  The  milk  is  strained  into 
deep  pans  of  small  diameter,  that  are  kept  well  painted  on  the 
outsioe,  and  are  provided  with  bails,  by  which  they  are 
handled.  The  depth  of  the  milk  in  the  pans  is  about  three 
inches,  and  they  are  set  directly  upon  the  oak  floor,  the  water, 
which  maintains  a  temperature  of  about  58  degs.  Fahrenhdt^ 
surrounding  them  to  about  the  hdght  of  tne  milk.  The 
cream  is  taken  off  alter  twentj-four  hours,  and  is  kept  in  deep 
vessels  havinc  a  capacity  of  about  twelve  gallons.  These 
vessels  are  not  covered ;  and  as  the  room  is  scarcdy  warmer 
than  the  water,  the  cream  is  kept  at  about  68  degs.  or  69 
degs.  until  it  is  put  into  the  chum. — Churning :  The  chum  is 
a  large  barrd  (balging  only  enough  to  make  the  hoops  drive 
well),  with  a  journal  or  bearing  in  the  centre  of  each  head,  so 
that  it  may  be  revolved  by  norse-power.  This  barrd  has 
stationary  short  arms  attached  to  the  inside  of  the  staves,  so 
arranged  as  to  cause  the  greatest  disturbance  of  the  milk  as  it 
passes  through  them  in  the  taming  of  the  chum.  At  one 
sule  is  a  lar||[e  opening  secured  by  a  cover  that  is  screwed 
firmly  into  its  place— this  is  the  cover  or  lid  of  the  chum. 
Near  it  is  a  hole,  less  than  an  inch  in  diameter,  for  testing 
the  state  of  the  churning  and  for  drawing  off  butter-milk : 
this  is  dosed  with  a  wooden  plug.  The  churning  lasted  about 
an  hour,  at  the  end  of  whidi  it  was  necessaxy  to  add  a  little 
cold  milk  to  cause  the  butter  to  eather.  This  bdng  secured, 
and  the  butter-milk  drawn  off,  cold  water  was  twice  added,  a 
few  turns  being  given  each  time  to  the  chum,  and  when  the 
last  water  was  dnwn  off  it  came  nearly  free  of  milkiness.  A 
crank  was  then  put  on  to  an  arm  of  the  chum,  the  horse- 
power thrown  out  of  gear,  and  a  gentie  rocking  motion  caused 
the  butter  to  be  collected  on  the  lower  side,  and  directiy  over 
the  small  hole,  through  which  the  remaining  water  escaped. 
It  was  left  in  this  condition  about  two  hours.  Alter  brealoast 
we  returned  to  see  the  working  of  the  butter. — The  Butter 
Worker :  In  one  comer  of  the  spring-house  stands  the  butter- 
worker,  a  revolving  table  about  three  feet  in  diametec  The 
centre  of  this,  for  a  diameter  of  twdve  inches,  is  an  iron 
wheel  witb  a  row  of  cogs  on  the  upper  side  of  its  rim.  From 
this  rim  to  the  raised  outer  edge  the  table  (made  of  wood) 
slopes  downward,  so  that  the  butter-milk  as  worked  out  is 
passed  into  a  shallow  groove,  and  is  carried  away  through  a 
pipe  which  discharges  into  a  pail  standing  bdow.  Over  the 
sloping  part  of  the  table  there  works  a  corrugated  wooden 
roller,  revolving  on  a  shaft  that  is  supported  over  the  centre 
of  the  table,  and  has  a  small  cog-wned  that  works  in  the 
cogged  rim  of  the  centre  whed,  and  causes  the  table  to  revolve 
under  the  roller,  as  this  is  tumed  by  a  crank  at  its  outer  end. 
Of  course  the  roller  is  larger  at  one  end  than  the  other,  so  as 
to  conform  to  the  slope  of  the  table,  and  its  corragations  are 
vexy  deep,  not  less  than  two  inches  at  the  larger  end.  Sup- 
ported on  each  end  of  the  roller,  and  on  both  sides,  are 
Devdled  blocks  which,  as  the  table  revolves,  force  the  batter 
firom  each  end  towards  the  centre  of  the  dope.  About  20  lbs. 
of  butter  is  now  put  on  the  table,  and  the  roller  is  turned, 
each  corrugation  carrying  through  a  long  narrow  roll,  which 
is  immediately  followed  by  another  and  another,  until  the 
whole  table  is  covered.  The  roller  does  not  quite  toudi  the 
table,  and  there  is  no  actual  crushing  of  the  particles.  The 
bevelled  blocks  slightiy  bend  these  rolls  and  crowd  them  to- 
wards the  centre  of  the  sloping  part,  so  that  when  they  reach 
the  roller  thev  are  broken  in  fresh  places,  and  by  a  few  revo- 
lutions are  thorougldy  worked  in  every  part. — Final  Pro- 
eestes :  Then  follows  a  process  that  was  new  to  all  of  us— the 
"  wiping  **  of  the  butter.  The  dairyman  turning  one  roller 
backwaM  with  the  left  hand,  so  that  the  butter  came  through 
at  the  right  hand  side^  presses  upon  ever^  part  of  it  a  doth 
which  has  been  wrung  dry  in  the  cold  ipring  water,  and  which 
he  freqnenUy  washes  and  wrings  out.  This  is  oontinned  until 
not  a  portide  of  water  is  to  be  seen  in  the  butter  as  it  comes 
firom  tne  roller;  to  whieh  it  now  begins  to  adhere.  If  there 
is  any  secret  in  the  making  of  Fhilaadphia  batter  this  is  it ; 
and  it  has  much  to  do  with  the  uniform  waziaess  of  texture, 
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whether  hard  or  soft.  After  this,  the  hotter  u  lalted  (an 
oance  of  salt  to  3  lbs.  of  batter),  still  by  the  aid  of  this  ma- 
chine, and  any  larking  atom  of  moistore  is  in  this  way  pre- 
vented from  becoming  a  caose  of  rancidity.  When  the  salt  is 
thorooghly  worked  through  the  whole  mass  the  batter  is 
remoTM  to  a  large  table,  where  it  is  weighed  oat  and  pat  up 
in  pound  prints.  The  working,  wiping,  and  saltbg  of  over 
100  lbs.  of  batter  oocapied  about  an  hour ;  and  before  10  a.m. 
the  entire  churning,  beautifully  printed,  as  fragrant  as  the 
newest  hay,  and  as  yellow  as  pure  f^ld,  such  butter  as  only 
Jersey  cream  will  make,  was  deposited  in  large  tin  trays  and 
set  in  water  to  harden.    The  next  morning  it  was  wrapped  in 


damp  doths,  each  pound  by  itself,  i>nt  iwa  tin  case,  each  layer 
having  its  own  wooden  shelf,  with  two  oompartments  of 
pounoed  ice  to  keep  it  cool,  and,  surrounded  by  a  well  coopered 
and  securely  locked  cedar  tub,  was  sent  to  the  Continental 
Hotel,  where  we  found  it  on  our  return  as  deUdoos  as  when 
it  left  the  farm.  It  is  veiy  difficult  to  describe  any  process  in 
which  so  much  depends  on  the  judgment  of  the  operator ;  and 
the  writer  hardly  hopes  for  more  taan  that  his  example  will 
stimulate  others  who  are  interested  in  the  sabgteet  to  examiBe 
for  themselves  the  daily  operations  of  this  interesting  and 
beautiful  r^on  for  butter-making.— ifo#^  CuftiwUar, 


THE    CENTEAL    CHAMBER    OF    AGRIOULTUBB. 


A  Council  Meeting  of  the  Central  Chamber  of  Agriculture 
was  held  on  Tuesday.  Hay  31,  at  the  Salisbury  Hotd,  Cobnd 
Tomline,  M.P.,  presiding  over  about  twenty-five  memben. 

A  communication  was  read  from  the  Cambridgeshire 
Chamber  relating  to  occupation  roads,  the  olyect  in  view 
being  to  enable  occupiers  of  land  lying  on  dther  side  of  an 
occupation  road  to  make  arrangements  among  themsdves  for 
securing  the  repair  of  the  road  in  such  a  manner  as  to  bind 
their  sneoessors. 

Mr.  HoDSOLL  moved :  *<  That  the  subject  is  of  suffident 
importance  to  be  worthy  of  consideration  by  the  Government 
in  connection  with  any  general  road  biU.that  they  may  here- 
after introduce." 

Mr.  C.  S.  BxAO,  M.F.,  in  seconding  the  motion,  observed 
that  such  an  alteration  in  the  law  was  greatly  needed  in  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  fen  district  of  Cambridgeshire  border- 
ing on  Norfolk. 

The  motion  was  then  a^^reed  to. 

The  following  resolution  of  the  Warwickshire  Chamber, 
which  had  been  forwarded  for  submisaiou  to  the 
Council,  was  read  :  *'  That  this  Chambw  regntt  to 
find  in  the  Government  Turnpike  Acts  Continuanoe  Bill  now 
before  Parliament  that  trusts,  with  toll  income  amounting  to 
nearly  jg200,000  (£11,183  of  which  is  in  the  countv  of  War- 
wick), are  placed  in  the  abolishing  schedules  of  the  Bill.  The 
Chamber  had  hoped  from  Mr.  Knatohbull-Hugessen's  speech 
at  the  Central  Chamber  on  the  5th  of  Februaxv  that  the  Go- 
vernment were  preparing  to  deal  with  the  whole  subject  of 
roads  at  the  first  convenient  opport-unity,  and  therefore  trusted 
that  the  annual  Continuance  Act  would  not  be  made  the 
vdiide  for  shifting  the  burden  of  the  repairs  of  the  turnpike 
roads  from  the  users  thereof  to  the  adjacent  payers  of  rates 
levied  upon  real  property  alone  until  a  revision  of  tne  inddence 
of  local  taxation  had  be!en  inquired  into  and  readjusted.  It 
is  also  resdved  that  the  Sodetr  send  a  copy  of  the  above  reso- 
lution to  Sir  Massey  Lopes,  Ohairman  ox  the  Local  Taxation 
Committee  of  the  Centrd  Chamber,  and  to  the  M.F.'s  of  the 
counties,  dties,  and  boroughs,  requesting  them  to  give  thdr 
strenuous  opposition  to  the  BUI,  unless  the  abolishing  schedules 
are  abandoned." 

Mr.  CiLLDXCOTT  ^Warwickahire  Chamber),  in  moving  that 
this  communication  be  recdved,  said  he  fdt  certain  that  evenr- 
one  who  heard  the  speech  delivered  by  Mr.  KnatchbuU- 
Hugessen  in  that  room  a  few  weeks  ago,  went  away  fully 
satisfied  that  the  abolishing  schedules  would  not  be  brought 
forward  in  Parliament  until  a  general  measure  was  proposed ; 
yet  not  only  were  those  schednles  retained  in  the  BiU,  but 
there  was  another  section — ^the  10th — ^whidi  militated  vexy 
much  against  the  interest  of  the  ratepayers:  that  section 
enacting  that  wherever  any  turnpike  had  been  abolished  within 
the  last  seven  years,  or  should  be  abolished  in  the  canyinff  out 
of  the  Bill,  if  therv  were  a  highway  board,  the  roads  should  be 
rqpaired  out  of  the  common  fund  of  that  board.  If  that  Bill 
passed,  where  there  was  no  highway  board,  the  injustice  which 
had  been  so  much  complained  of  would  be  perpetuated,  and 
the  parishes  would  each  have  to  repair  thdr  portion  of  the 
road  on  which  the  turnpike  had  been  abolished.  It  was,  in 
short,  the  old  stoxy  of  real  property  done  being  taxed  for  the 
mdntenance  of  highwavs  (Hear,  hear)« 

ProfeBsor  Buhb  read  a  xesdution  passed  ly  the  Woroeater- 
shiie  Chamber  on  the  previous  Satoxday  in  hamumy  with 


that  of  the  Warwickshire  Chamber.  It  was  fdt  in  Worcester- 
shire, he  sdd,  that  the  Government  were  acting  onjostly  in 
proposing  to  abolish  trusts  before  ihty  had  brought  in  a  com- 
prehensif  e  road  measure. 

Mr.  Beach,  M.P.,  sdd  if  he  regarded  the  Bill  as  a  per- 
manent measure  establishing  a  svstem  for  all  fotiire  time  he 
should  oppose  it ;  but  he  bdieved  it  was  only  intended  to  be 
temporaiy.  The  clause  which  provided  that  where  a  turnpike 
had  ceased  to  exist,  the  buroen  of  maintenance,  instead  of 
fdling  upon  the  respective  parishes  through  which  it  passed, 
should  be  thrown  on  the  highway  fund,  struck  him  as  being 
very  fair  indeed.  Parishes,  through  which  a  tumpike  road 
passed,  were  in  many  cases  no  more  in  need  of  the  md  being 
kept  in  ^;ood  repair  than  other  parishes.  No  doubt  it  was  a 
great  gnevanee  that  so  manv  turnpikes  shouhl  be  abolished, 
and  they  must  press  upon  the  (Government  the  neeesnty  of 
introducing  as  early  as  possible  a  comprehenuf  e  measure,  so 
that  all  roads  and  all  the  various  interests  connected  with  them 
might  be  placed  on  a  fair  and  proper  footing.  The  local 
taxation  question  was  extremdy  Important  in  reference  to 
that  subject,  and  he  agreed  with  the  Warwickshire  Chamber 
that  it  was  most  unldr  to  throw  the  burden  of  repairing  roads 
soldy  upon  the  owners  of  red  property. 

Mr.  Whita&jbr  (Worcestershire  Chamber)  did  not  agree  with 
the  last  speaker  with  regard  to  the  character  of  the  Govern- 
ment bill.  It  seemed  to  him  a  decdtful  measure  from  begin- 
ning to  end  (Hear,  hear).  Professing  to  be  a  "  continuance  '* 
bill,  it  was  in  fact  a  dxsoontinuanoe  bill;  and,  moreover,)! 
tended  to  set  one  road  district  against  another  (Hear,  hear). 
He  contended  that  if  the  Government  wished  to  act  eqdtably 
they  wodd  propose  to  continue  all  existing  trusts  until  a  good 
comprehensive  measure  had  been  Idd  before  Ptoliament  (Hear, 
hear). 

The  motion  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  A.  Pell,  M.P.,  rnd  tiie  report  from  the  Locd 
Taxation  Committee :  **  The  Locd  Taxation  Committee,  in  pre- 
senting their  report,beg  to  state  that  at  the  request  of  the  Centid 
Chamber  of  Agriculture  they  have  taken  into  consideration  a 
communication  from  the  East  Kent  Chamber  on  the  subject  of 
the  property-tax,  which  was  read  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Council  on  tne  Srd  inst.  The  question  is  one  of  large  and  wide 
importance,  and  refers  to  imperid  rather  than  local  taxatioa  i 
ana  as  the  time  and  attention  of  the  Locd  T^ixation  Com- 
mittee are  at  present  fully  occupied  with  their  more  immediate 
duties,  they  wodd  leave  it  for  discusdon  on  some  occasion  at 
a  general  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Centrd  Chamber  of 
Agricdture.  The  committee  also  bes  to  report  thst 
they  have  made  arrangements  for  nol^g  a  public 
meeting  at  Taunton  during  the  exhibition  week  of 
the  Bath  and  West  of  Engknd  Agricdturd  Soddy. 
The  committee  also  remind  the  Central  and  locd  chambov 
that  a  meeting  on  the  subject  of  locd  taxation  will  be  hdd  at 
Oxford  duzinff  the  exhibition  week  of  the  Boyd  Sodety  in 
Jdy  next.  The  committee  would  also  call  the  attention  of 
the  members  of  the  Centrd  and  provincid  chambers  to  the 
Turnpike  Acts  Continuanoe  Bill,  1870,  which  has  already 
passed  the  second  reading  in  the  Honse  of  Commons,  and 
which,  if  it  becomes  law,  will  place  another  serious  additiond 
charge  of  £195,773  annually  on  the  locd  rates. 

Mr.  Whitaijsa,  in  moving  that  the  report  be  reodved  and 
adopted^  urged  the  neceadfj  of  the  ?ariovs  locd  chambers  of 
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tggkajtftn  iibeiilly  npporiing  th«  Local  Taxation  Committea 
nouiarilj.  It  was,  he  olMer?ed^  absolntely  osMntial  to  bring 
More  the  paUie  generally  the  gross  ix^oatiee  which  was  done 
to  ibe  landed  interait  by  heaping  upon  it  burden  after  burden. 
Wkat  was  now  propoeed  by  the  Government  with  regard  to 
tanpike  trnats  was  another  nail  in  their  coffin  (LmV^^O* 
They  were  driven  irom  pillar  to  paat^  and  where  they  were  not 
"tboliihed''  they  were  oppressed.  They  ^onld  earnestly 
idiot  sU  their  friends  in  the  Hoose  of  Ck)inmQns  to  be  in  their 
phflBs  vhenefer  it  was  proposed  to  impose  any  additional 
birdea  on  land,  and  to  snow  that  thqr  were  united  and  de- 
tecained  on  that  point.  AU  agriculturists  wanted  was  that 
ail  kinds  of  property  should  contzlbate  alike. 

Mr.  GxaoK  Andsews  in  seconding  tiie  motion  said  the 
total  coat  of  nfairiag  the  roads  of  this  country  was  about 
£1,000,000  per  annuin*  in  addition  to  which  there  was  an  ag- 
mle  debt  of  £3,600^000,  including  interest,  to  be  provided 
br.  Hr.  Hngesaea  stated  distinctlv  that  the  Govern- 
Best  had  no  intention  of  throwing  the  burden  upon  the  Con- 
solidated JTuad,  and  if  that  were  the  case  it  would  have  to  be 
pfoiidod  for  by  means  of  the  poor-rate  assessment.  The  Bill 
before  Psriiament  indoded  the  abolitiou  of  about  12  per  cent, 
of  iiw  eiisting  tamptke  trusts,  and  it  seemed  to  him  as  if  one 
oi^ect  of  the  Government  were  to  reduce  the  trusts  within 
BSRow  limits  and  Uuis  diminish  the  difficalties  of  future  legis- 
hhoa  (Hear,  hear).  The  agricultural  members  in  the  House 
of  Coflunons  were  much  too  Conservative  (laughter) ;  they 
aded  too  mnch  on  the  gentle  principle.  Uow  did  members  on 
the  libend  side  of  the  House  act  with  regard  to  the  Cattle 
Billof  thehite  Government?  Night  after  mght  a  few  of 
Uiem  resisted  a  measure  which  would  liave  prevented  the  in- 
trodBCtion  of  cattle  plague  in  future,  and  the  Bill  was  ulti- 
oatdy  thrown  oat  through  the  persistence  of  a  small  number  of 
Biefibezs  backed  by  Hr.  Gladstone  (Hear,  hear).  He  should 
like  to  see  rather  more  vigorous  action  on  the  part  of  their 
ova  friends  in  the  House  of  Commons.  If  the  views  of  the 
Ceatrsl  CSuunber  of  Agriculture  were  thoroughly  ursed  by 
those  gentlesDenia  ParUament  their  speedies  would  here- 
poitei  in  the  daily  newspapers  which  circulated  among  all 
dsMBs,  and  would  produce  amuch  greater  effect  than  speeches 
delirered  in  that  room  whidi  were  only  reported  in  the 
Ckamkcr  (^  Agricddiwe  Journal, 

Hr.  C.  S.  BsjLD,  M.P.,  said  he  had  noticed  that  the  pro- 
oeedings  of  that  Chamber  were,  until  a  very  few  months  ago, 
Buch  better  reported  in  the  Maarh  Lane  Ejeprett  and  in  BoPt 
Weekly  Utuenger  than  in  the  Chamber  of  J^diure  Journal 
(Hesr,  hear).  With  regard  to  the  ooune  which  Mr.  Andrew's 
'  thought  the  agricultural  members  should  pursue  in  the 
House  of  CoauBons  he  could  assure  him  that,  little  weight  as 
tkey  might  hare  now,  they  would  have  mnch  less  if  they  were 
to  adoDt  the  sort  <^  £u!tious  opposition  which  he  recom- 
■eadea  (Hear,  hear).  That  course  might  sometimes  have 
beea  Mceedingly  soocessful  when  followed  b^  a  few  dever 
tslkisg  memben;  hut,  generally  speaking,  agricultural  mem- 
ben  badnot  the  gift  of  the  gab  (Unghter);  andhedidnot 
tbiak  they  would  snooeed  in  such  aeonrse.  He  oouhl  assure 
Mr.  Andrews  that  the  agricultural  members  in  the  House  of 
Coaunons  did  try  to  do  their  duty,  althou^t  perhaps  they  were 
B<itexaet^  as  saooessfnlas  they  could  wish,  and  Imd  certainly 
iflt  acted  in  the  manaer  which  had  been  shadowed  out  by  that 
IttUenaa  (Hear,  hear). 

Mr.  f .  Kai&BT,  M.P.,  observed  that  if  agricultural  mem- 
boi  ware  supported  by  a  larger  number  of  agriculturists  on 
mecial  oceaoons  th^  would  perhaps  have  greater  weight  in 
toe  House  of  Coaunons.  I^  for  example,  when  an  agricultttral 
depitation  went  to  Dowmng-street,  it  were  600  strong,  that 
Bight  canse  the  voioe  of  such  members  to  be  better 
liiteaedto. 
Hr. EcBi4€UB, ILP.,  considered  it  agreat  mistake  to  treat  a 

elike  that  of  turnpike  roads  as  if  th^  were  merdy 
questions.  It  was  now  proposed  to  inflict  an  ad- 
wioQal  harden  on  rate-payers  for  education  as  well  as  for 
highways^  and  all  classes  were  of  ooune  interested  in  sach 
■atten.  He  quite  agreed  with  Mr.  Bead  that  a  iaetions 
^fse  voald  not  do  in  the  House  of  Commons  (Hear,  hear) ; 
nt  st  the  same  time  he  concuned  with  Mr.  Andrews  as  to  the 
UMMtases  of  increased  pablidty  with  regard  to  the  views  of 
Hnadtarists.  The  Linoohuhire  Chamber,  of  which  he  was 
a  aeaher,  ragaided  local  taxation  as  the  most  imnortant  ques- 
teagfthe^.tMhadiMMudeditiopimoiitotheeffeot  that 


the  Cental  Chamber  should  devote  special  attenton  to  that 
subject 

Mr.  Bbach,  M.F.,  said  as  r^^arded  the  course  which  agri- 
cultural members  should  pursue  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
the  case  dted  by  Mr.  Andrews  showed  how  a  determined 
opposition  on  the  part  of  a  few  members  might  prevail  against 
a  weak  Government ;  but  it  should  be  recollected  that  the 
present  Government  was  not  a  weak  one  (Hear,  hear).  When 
the  cattle  plague  question  was  before  Parliament  the  members 
and  supporters  of  the  present  Government  were  in  opposition, 
and  were  dealing  with  a  week  administration ;  and  tne  a^- 
cultural  memb<Srs  would  have  lost  their  influence  by  pursuing 
since  that  time  such  a  course  as  was  pursued  bv  others  then. 
He  believed  that  an  appeal  to  the  good  sense  ana  right  feeling 
of  the  country  would  lead  to  satisfactory  results  (Hear, 
hear). 

Mr.  W£BB  (Worcestershire  Chamber)  observed  that  four 
noblemen  in  his  county  had  subscribed  to  the  funds  of  the  Local 
Taxation  Committee. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

A  communication  was  read  irom  the  Council  of  the 
International  Decimal  Association  proposing  a  joint  com* 
mittee  in  relation  to  uniformity  of  weights  and  measures. 

Capt.  Cbjjgib  gave  a  brief  account  of  the  recent  discussion 
of  the  sulyect  at  a  meeting  of  the  Society  of  Arts. 

After  a  short  discussion,  the  foUowing  were,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  T.  Willson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bennett,  re- 
quested to  act  as  members  of  the  proposed  joint  committee : 
Col.  Tomline,  M.P.,  Mr.  C.  S.  Ei^  M.P.,  Mr.  A.  PeU, 
M.P.,  Mr.  E.  Jasper  More,  Mr.  B..  Yarden,  and  Mr. 
Clarke. 

The  Council  next  proceeded  to  consider  the  question  of  Uie 
game  laws  and  the  proposed  legislation  thereon,  resolutions 
relating  to  the  sulject  having  been  prepared  by  the  business 
committee. 

Mr.  Stoker  (Nottinghamshire  Chamber)  moved  the  follow- 
ing :  **This  Council,  w^e  declaring  that  an  excessive  preser- 
vation of  ground  game  is  incompatible  with  good  farming, 
disapproves  of  any  legislation  on  the  subject  that  would  inter- 
fere with  freedom  of  contract  between  owners  and  occupiers." 
He  said  that  farmers  in  his  county  lamented  very  much  the 
extent  of  this  evil,  principaUy  resulting  from  the  false  ideas 
with  respect  to  game  which  had  prevailed  of  late  years  among 
men  who  called  tiiemselves  sportsmen,  and  under  the  influence 
of  which  the  battue  sy^em  had  been  carried  to  such  a  great 
extent.  In  many  cases  extreme  hardships  were,  as  they  all 
knew,  inflicted  upon  tenants  by  the  excessive  preservation  of 
game ;  but  of  late  years  an  improved  feeling  haa  existed  among 
many  landlords  on  that  subject^  and  in  some  cases,  particularly 
on  large  estates,  where  game  was  formerly  preserved  by  the 
owner  of  the  estate  it  was  now  ^iven  to  the  tenants.  In 
his  Chamber  there  had  been  neat  difficulty  in  organising  any 
movement  on  that  question  lest  it  should  foster  antagonism 
between  landlord  and  tenant — antagonism  which,  in  estab- 
lishing the  Chamber,  thm^  were  anxious  to  do  away  with. 
While  they  deprecated  and  regretted  the  excessive  preservation 
4>f  ground  game,  they  thought  the  matter  should  be  left  iu  a 
great  degree  to  the  good  feeling  which  was  increasing  on  that 
subject  They  had  no  wish  to  do  away  with  the  doctrine  of 
pohtical  economv,  which  allowed  every  man  to  a  certain  extent 
to  do  as  he  liked  with  his  own ;  they  did  not  wish  to  restrict 
by  legisbtion  any  landlord  in  using  his  land  as  he  thought 
best.  When  a  hmdlord  was  addicted  to  excessive  preservation 
of  game,  it  was  pretty  well  known  that  such  was  the  foct,  and 
those  who  took  a  ferm  under  such  circumstances  must  be 
aware  that  they  were  making  a  very  bad  bargain.  They  (the 
Nottinghamshire  Chamber)  would  be  sorry  to  interfere  with 
freedom  of  oontraet  between  owners  and  occupiers.  That 
freedom  seemed  to  them  very  important ;  and  if  legisUtion 
went  on  as  it  had  done,  they  would  soon  have  Parliament 
legi^ting  for  the  rotation  of  crops.  He  had  seen  in  the  Isle 
ofWight  a  form  entirelv  devoted  to  the  breeding  of  rabbits, 
but  it  was  wired  round  (Hear,  hear).  That  question  could 
not  be  treated  in  reference  to  the  national  wants,  for  nearly  all 
the  nation's  wants  were  now  abundantly  supplied  from  abroad. 
Bven  if  attempts  were  made  to  interfere  with  freedom  of  con- 
tract by  Uw  tney  wonUl  prove  futile,  for  the  competition  for 
land  was  so  great  that  every  tenant  would  waive  his  rkht  in 
fevour  of  hu  hmdlord.  The  great  object  of  the  Osntral 
Chamber  ahoold,  he  thought^  be  to  bring  the  influence  of  the 
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whole  body  of  the  landed  intereat  of  the  ooontrj  into  one  focu 
to  bear  upon  ParUament.  It  did  not  do  anything  which  would 
tend  to  aEenate  landlords  from  ooenpiers.  They  were  joint 
partners  in  the  same  eonoem,  and  tlioogh  the  landlord  might 
oe  a  sleeping  partner  he  formed  the  most  material  part  of  the 
stock-in-trade. 

Mr.  G.  Smtthus,  in  seconding  the  resolution,  said  he 
thought  it  was  a  yerv  sad  thing  if  the  tenant  farmers  of  this 
oonntiy  ooold  not  take  care  of  themselTes.  He  did  not  beliere 
they  had  the  least  inclination  to  be  legislated  for  or  protected 
by  arbitrary  power;  and  if  they  coold  not  take  care  of  tbem- 
seWes,  it  was  quite  time  they  learned  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Daiyiel  Long  said  he  thought  that  it  was  game  that 
was  protected  by  Act  of  Parliament  (Hear,  hear).  In  his 
opinion  the  game  laws  ought  to  be  expunged  altogether. 
Game  was  lerj  detrimental  to  fuming ;  and  u  it  was  to  be 
presenred  at  all,  it  should  be  kept  quite  apart  from  furms  and 
enclosed  in  covers.  By  eating  up  the  crops,  as  it  had  done  all 
over  the  kingdom,  it  was  very  prqudicial  to  agriculture,  and 
he  thought  that  evil  ought  to  be  remedied.  He  would  move, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  resolution :  **  That  in  the  opinion  of 
this  Central  Chamber,  the  special  laws  which  surround  the 
preservation  of  game  are  prqndidal  to  the  interests  of  a|pri- 
cnlture  and  the  public  generally,  inasmuch  as  they  diminish 
home  production  and  the  supply  of  food  for  the  people,  greatly 
increase  crime,  and  frequent j  cause  animosity  oetween  land- 
lord and  tenant.  They  therefore  solicit  the  early  attention  of 
the  Legtdatnre,  with  a  view  to  their  abolition,  and  the  substi- 
tution of  a  sufficient  and  effectual  law  of  trespass." 

Mr.  Joseph  Smith  (Essex),  in  seconding  the  amendment, 
said  he  considered  the  present  system  of  game-preserving  very 
objectionable.  For  90  years  he  knew  what  it  was  to  occupy 
a  game  farm,  and  a  continual  diversity  of  sentiment  existed  on 
that  subject  between  him  and  his  landbrd.  The  game  on 
that  fimn  was  afterwards  nven  up  to  hun,  and  everything 
then  went  on  as  harmonioosTf  and  oomfortably  as  possible. 

Mr.  SxTTHiES :  Without  legislation  (Hear,  hear). 

Mr.  J.  Smith  :  Without  legislation ;  but  there  was  such 
competition  in  this  country  for  land  that  many  tenants  had  no 
opportunity  of  making  a  bargain  (Hear,  hear).  A  tenant- 
farmer  codd  not  do  greater  ii^ustice  to  his  son  than  by  placing 
him  on  a  game-preserving  estate;  but  the  temptation  was 
often  BO  strong  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  resist  it,  the 
young  man  wanting,  perhaps,  to  marry  and  to  settle  in  a  farm 
preparatory  to  that  (laughter).  He  believed  that  the  proposal 
of  tbe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  with  regard  to  game- 
licence  certificates  struck  at  the  root  of  the  system  of  game- 
preserving,  and  was  surprised  that  it  was  not  viewed  in  that 
ughl  by  the  last  meeting  of  the  Chamber.  He  thought  the 
Government  intended  it  to  be  a  boon  to  the  tenant-farmers 
who  suffered  so  much  from  the  over-preservation  of  game. 

Professor  Bund  considered  it  very  inexpedient  for  the  Isgis- 
lature  to  interfere  with  the  right  of  contract ;  except  in  the  case 
in  which  an  occupier  having  taken  a  farm  for  a  long  period, 
say  a  21  years'  lease,  on  the  understanding  that  there  was  to 
be  only  a  moderate  amount  of  game,  the  landlord  died  within 
two  or  three  years,  and  the  quantity  of  game  was  afterwards 
enormouslv  increased.  The  Bill  brought  in  by  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate and  Mr.  Bruce  contained  a  provision  which  met  that 
ease,  and  he  thought  such  an  interference  as  that  with  freedom 
of  contract  was  perfectly  jnstiftable. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Read,  M.P.,  said  he  thonsht  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  was  a  better  judge  of  the  reasons  which  led 
him  to  propose  the  new  gun-tax  than  the  seconder  of  the 
amendment;  and  the  right  non.  gratleman  had  stated  that  his 
object  was  to  check  poaching  (Hnr,  hesr).  As  regarded  the 
amendment,  it  was  nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  Bill  which 
Mr.  Peter  Tavlor,  the  member  for  Leicester,  had  introduced  in 
Parliament,  that  was  to  say,  a  proposal  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Game  Laws.  It  was  certainly  intimated  at  the  end  that  a 
stringent  trespass  law  would  be  necessary,  but  the  drift  of  the 
amendment  was  abolition  (Hear,  hear).  The  hist  speaker  said 
something  in  praise  of  the  Government  Bill  That  was  the 
first  time  that  he  (Mr.  Boid)  had  heard  it  praised.  It  was 
simply  a  Bill  to  enable  a  tenant  to  go  to  kw  vrith  his  knd- 
lord.  He  believed  that  the  tenant  had  that  great  privil^fe 
now  (laughter) ;  and  he  did  not  doubt  that  if  a  farmer  having 
a  lease  went  into  a  ooort  of  law  and  there  proved  that  during 
the  lease  an  excessive  increase  of  game  had  taken  place,  he 
would  obtain  substantial  damages  from  his  landlord. 


Loch's  ,Bill^  which  was  so  much  in  fovoor  in  Sootkad,  wis 
not  viewed  in  the  same  light  here^  becanse  it  proposed  to  ia- 
terfore  with  existing  oontraets.  His  hon.  frieno,  Mr.  WlAgia, 
member  for  Linlithgowshire,  whom  he  was  happy  to  see  pre- 
sent, proposed  last  year  the  best  bill  that  had  beiui  introdseed 
in  Parliament,  that  was,  a  Bill  for  takins  hares  and  rsbbiti 
out  of  the  game  list ;  and,  though  he  had  not  introduced  it 
this  ^ear  yet,  he  believed  he  woiild  do  so  next  year  if  the 
question  had  not  been  previously  settled.  Mr.  Hardesstle*! 
Bill  simply  enacted  that  game  should  be  property  and  posebiae 
thieving— «  change  which  would  make  the  game  laws  mBch 
mors  stringent  and  oppressive  than  thev  are  now  (Hear,  hesr). 
He  must  tell  the  mover  of  the  original  resolution  that  as  the 
law  stood  it  was  impossible  for  any  tenant  to  know  how  msdi 
game  there  would  be  on  his  firm  (Hear,  hear).  The  last 
speaker  alluded  to  what  might  occur  during  a  lease.  Whj,  it 
was  quite  possible  for  a  new  gamekeeper,  even  without  tbe 
landlord's  knowledge,  if  he  were  an  absentee,  to  ineresie  the 
quantity  of  game  so  much  within  a  few  months  ss  to  nin 
some  fumers.  A  man  might  perhaps  be  aUowed  to  do  as  be 
liked  with  his  own  so  long  as  he  lept  his  land  in  hit  own 
hands,  but  when  third  parties  came  in  it  was  desirable  for  the 
Legislature  to  interfere  and  impose  certain  restrictions.  Hov 
often  had  Parliament  interfered  with  the  rights  of  ownen  of 
laud  P  For  example,  there  was  an  agreement  that  every  tea* 
ant  ahould  pay  all  new  taxea  impoeed  during  the  term  of  the 
lease ;  yet  when  the  property-tax  was  imposM  Psrlianent  nid 
that  notwithstandbg  any  agreement  to  uc  contrary  the  bad- 
lord  should  pay  under  Schedule  A.  In  the  ease  of  the  Cattle 
Plague  rate  it  was  enacted  that  the  landlord  should  pay  half. 
There  were,  in  fact,  many  instances  in  which  the  Legulatnre 
had  interfered  between  landlord  and  tenant :  and,  though  be 
extremely  regretted  the  neoesaity  for  Legialative  interfereace 
with  renrd  to  the  Game-lawa,  he  felt  that  tenants  were  driTea 
to  ask  for  something  of  that  kind,  becanse— he  did  not  vish 
to  use  strong  lansuage,  but  he  oould  not  help  doins  so^-be- 
canse  of  the  rascality  of  a  few  owners  of  land  who  would  persist 
in  the  over-preservation  of  ground  game  (cheers). 

Mr.  Jabez  Turnbk  hoDM  it  would  go  forth  to  the  world 
that  that  Chamber  regarded  over-preservation  of  game  as  a 
great  evil,  and  as  inoon^mtible  with  good  farming.  He  had 
known  cases  in  which,  when  a  farm  had  to  be  taken,  the 
quantity  of  game  was  very  moderate ;  and  as  soon  as  tbe 
former's  capital  was  invested,  it  rapidly  increaaed.  As  to 
gamekeepers,  he  regarded  them  as  the  natural  enemies  of 
tenants  naughter). 

Mr.  M'Lagan,  M.P.,  said  he  waa  glad  to  hear  such  soond 
opinions  expressed  wiUi  regard  to  ttie  over-preservatioo  of 
game  in  England.  He  approved  both  of  the  original  resola- 
tion  and  of  the  amendment.  He  approved  of  the  resolatiaa, 
becanse  it  condemned  interferenee  with  freedom  of  oontiaet, 
feeling  confident  that  the  party  who  would  suffer  most  frna 
such  mterference  waa  the  weaker  party,  the  tenant  (Hear, 
hear).  As  rsgarded  the  amendment,  he  believed  that,  if  the 
game  laws  as  fliey  now  existed  were  abolished,  and  titers  wen 
a  stringent  law  of  trespass,  the  general  result  wouU  be  tbit 
there  would  be  a  moderate  amount  of  gam^  and  the  tenaat 
would  aid  tbe  landlord  in  preaerving  it.  He  had  always  felt 
that  a  landlord  who  wiahed  for  ffood  sport  should  allow  his 
tenant  to  shoot  as  well  as  himseli  (Hear,  hear).  No  gaae- 
keepera  would  then  be  required ;  and  the  beat  gamekeepers 
a  luidlord  could  have  were  the  tenante  on  hia  dilferent  fanos. 
He  intended  to  borrow  from  the  Lord  Advocate's  Bill  on  that 
subject  some  danses  which  would  render  his  own  Bill  more 
complete.  The  7th  clause  of  the  former  enacted  that  all 
*'  injunctions,"  as  they  were  termed  in  this  country,  or  "ia- 
terdicts,"  as  they  were  called  in  Scotland,  should  be  abolished, 
so  that,  if  a  tenant  entered  upon  a  farm  with  an  agreemeat 
that  the  landlord  ahould  have  the  game,  and  the  landlord 
afterwards  preaerved  game  to  an  extraordinary  extent,  the 
tenant  would  be  able  to  ahoot  down  the  game  if  he  thoin^ht 
proper.  At  preaent,  the  landlord  could  prevent  that  by  takiog 
out  an  ii^unetion ;  whereaa,  if  the  Loi^  Advocate's  propoeal 
were  earned,  he  would  be  unable  to  adopt  that  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, llie  landlord  would  then  be  obliged  to  proceed 
minst  the  tenant  for  breach  of  contract ;  and  that  would 
throw  the  whole  onua  of  prosecution  and  of  proof  on  the 
landlord,  and  leave  the  tenant's  hands  free.  Legislative  in- 
terfersnce  with  freedom  of  contraot  between  landlord  aad 
tenant  would,  he  thought,  be  at  once  useless  in  piactice  aad 
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^i^oDOA  i»  fccBcfeacj,  beeuue  it  would  be  a  preoedent  for 
mlmag  flmher  in  tiie  Mme  direction.  Before  the  Legis- 
Mm  intaferad  with  freedom  of  oonlnct,  it  most  abolith  the 
pm  Itws.  The  object  of  hit  Bill  was  to  take  haras  and 
nibfaiti  out  of  the  game  liit ;  and  he  thought  that,  when  that 
kid  been  done,  kndloid  and  tenant  might  be  left  to  oontnct 
u  thcj  pUaaed.  He  thoaght  the  altentiona  he  had  men- 
ikaed  voold  phioe  the  tenanti  of  this  eoantry  in  an  adran- 
tagwu  pofitiott,  and  lettle  the  qneetioa  of  the  game  lawi  for 
mu  ^e  to  eome. 

Mr.  HofiAOX.  UP.,  aaid  the  Lincolnshire  Chamber  was 
opposed  to  legislation  at  present  for  two  reasons— first,  bes 
owe  it  woald  distnrb  the  whole  of  the  existing  arrengement- 
in  this  eoontiy  between  landlord  and  tenant,  and,  secondly, 
beouM  thst  was  a  Tery  inopportnne  moment  for  doingwhat 
vdsU  be  like  throwing  the  apple  of  discord  among  the  Cham- 
bcn,  muoa  being  now  expressly  desirable.  Let  them  first  try 
to  nt  rid  of  ^  irr^giuarities  of  loeal  taxation,  and  then 
ku  vith  other  miestions.  Many  persons  seemed  to  forget 
tbik  nlbtets  were  the  food  of  a  great  many  people.  He  did 
Bot  tUak  the  damage  which  thi^  did  was  eqoal  to  the  amount 
of  fixid  which  th^  oontribnted  (Oh,  oh).  Of  course  where 
nae  ysi  kept  for  battoes  the  case  was  different  (Hear,  hear). 
There  ths  tenant  lost,  and  the  landlord  gained.  Li  some  cases 
teaiBb  tkemselTes  were  the  greatest  presenren  of  game.  One 
taut  b  his  district  had  the  shooting  under  a  long  lease,  and 
be  hid  known  as  many  as  400  hares  to  be  killed  on  his  farm  in 
osediy. 

The  ftBiendment  was  then  put  and  negatived,  the  numbers 
beiog  4  for  it  ud  19  against  It. 

Mr.C.S.RiAD,  MJP.,  said  he  betiered  he  should  be  in 
order  in  now  monng  another  amendment.  Last  Tear  the 
CoBBol  pused  a  resolution  dedaring  that  it  re^dea  the  pre- 
KnitioB  of  ground  game  as  an  unmitiKated  ctiI  ;  it  was  now 
uU  to  dedare  that  was  **  inoompatible  with  good  farming," 
ud  he  tboaffht  it  would  appear  as  if  they  were  going  back- 
vod  nihsr  than  forward  if  they  did  not  use  stronger  language 
tbtt  thit  The  amendment  which  he  had  to  propose  rested 
ut  on  his  own  authority,  but  on  that  of  a  large  amd  infiuen- 
^  Bietiag  of  the  Norfolk  Chamber,  held  on  the  previous 
Satardiy.  It  was  as  follows :  "  This  Council  repeats  its  pro- 
test inoit  the  orer-preserration  of  ground  game,  and  consi- 
der! that  in  all  future  agreements  the  owner  and  occupier  of 
t^  Mil  should  have  a  joint  right  to  kill  hares  and  nbbits'* 
(Hesr,  hear).  He  was  quite  aware  that  the  law  as  it  now 
^  gSTs  the  whole  of  the  game  to  the  tenant  (No,  no). 
He  aid,  yes ;  and  he  might  add,  that  in  99  cases  out  of  every 
100  the  tenant  as  a  matter  of  course  relinqushed  the  whole 
«  bu  right.  The  Uw  as  it  stood  was  totaUy  ineffectual  to 
pernt  a  flagrant  amount  of  injustice.  He  did  not  know 
nether  or  not  any  one  would  second  his  amendment,  but  he 
«t  that  he  did  his  datv  in  proposing  that  the  Council  should 
^^m  that  owners  and  occupiers  ought  to  have  a  joint  right 
^  hares  and  rabbits.  One  word  upon  rabbits  regarded  as 
^  If  rabbits  were  kept  in  warrens,  or  in  places  where  a 
hrmer  eonld  pow  nothbg  but  rape,  they  might  be  found  very 
P|»lahb  ammals  to  keep ;  but  if  rabbits  or  hares,  or  any 
w  wild  animals,  scampered  over  arable  land  and  ate  and 
■Nu  vhat  ther  pleased,  he  did  not  hesiUte  to  say  that  every 
posad  of  each  food  was  the  most  extravagant  kind  of  food 
tbit  eodd  poesiUy  be  produced  (Hear,  hear). 

Mr.  Wbei  Hosktns,  M.P.,  in  seconding  the  resolution, 
a»  that,  knowing  the  difficulty  which  there  was  in  dealing 
m  that  qiMtion,  and  how  seldom  it  was  approached  with  a 
Wermmation  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  it,  he  could  not  help 
uiuiag  that  what  Mr.  Bead  now  proposed  would  answer  the 
P"iPMe  better  than  any  of  the  legislative  measures  which  had 
!J»fto  been  brought  forward  on  that  subject  (Hear,  hear). 
n*yw  knew  that  the  game-laws  were  a  vestigeof  the  old  forest- 
STJl  •^^*"^  which  were  perhaps  the  most  disastrous  of 
Me^iaaaiaJ  laws  inflicted  by  the  conquerors  upon  the  con- 
]||m  m  this  island.  Those  laws  were  unpopular  from  the 
^;  and  they  were  only  borne  with  so  bng  because  they 
f««  pwti^y  kept  in  ab^ance.  Mr.  Bead  was  strictly  correct 
?  **Tuis  that  the  tenant  of  a  (krm  was  the  owner  of  the  game. 

iff  °  S?  **^^  *  *'™»  ^^^  "^^^  i*  "^  ^^^  ^e»*  "l»«»  >^» 
"[~™y  both  winged  and  noundgame.  That  was  his  own 
^^1  ttd  therefore,  if  he  gave  it  up,  he  put  himself  out 
ia  fti*  f  ^  ^'^'^  ^''*^  oomplaining — ^ne  now  spoke  merely 
*  legal  pobt  of  view<«of  any  £mage  whicn  afterwards 


arose  from  an  evil  to  which  he  himself  had  consented.  The 
question  was.  How  was  that  to  be  remedied  P  It  might  be 
argued  that  tne  tenant  was  the  author  of  his  wrong  by  giving 
up  his  Wright;  but  the  answer  to  that  was,  that  the  laud  of 
England  was  sudi  a  limited  commodity  that  tlie  applicants  for 
it  were  almost  innumerable,  and  that  henee  it  had  become  a 
sort  of  monopolv.  There  were  in  Rngland  three  distinct 
causes  which  tenoed  to  render  land  a  monopoly.  First,  there 
was  the  law  which  enabled  a  man  to  determine  the  ownenhip 
of  the  land  even  after  the  extinction  of  the  generation  in  which 
a  will  or  settlement  was  mode. 

Mr  Storbr  rose  to  order,  contending  that  the  speaker  had 
no  right  to  introduce  the  tenure  of  land  into  the  discussion. 

Mr.  HosKTKs  maintained  that  he  was  not  out 
of  order  in  alluding  to  a  fundamental  law  which  bore  on  the 
question  of  game  preservation.  The  three  causes  which  he 
wished  brieflv  to  mention  were— the  law  of  entail,  the  law  of 
intestacy,  and  the  expenses  of  transfer,  all  of  which  tended,  he 
maintained,  to  make  land  a  greater  monopol)r  than  it  other- 
wise would  be.  A  freer  distribution,  by  which  he  did  not 
mean  an  extensive  subdivision,  of  land  would,  he  believed, 
tend  to  diminish  the  over-preservation  of  game.  He  believed 
that  &rmen  would  ere  long  see  that  question  satisfactorilv 
settled,  and  he  seconded  the  amendment,  beeaose  he  believea 
it  tended  to  that  result. 

Mr.  CoiTON  said  he  hoped  that  Mr.  Bead,  as  the  tenant- 
farmers*  friend,  would  not  press  his  amendment.  In  his  belief 
it  tended  to  divide  landlord  and  tenant,  and  he  should  be  sorry 
to  see  any  animosity  between  the  two  classes. 

Sir  6.  Jenkinson  thought  that  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Bead's 
amendment  would  be  going  backward.  At  present,  as  Mr. 
Bead  himself  said,  the  law  gave  the  tenant  all  the  game, 
whereas  what  he  had  proposed  would  only  give  him  half. 
When  80  many  Bills  luui  been  introduced  in  Parliament,  it 
was  clear  that  the  day  had  arrived  when  the  question  must  be 
faced  and  legislation  take  place.  He  concurred  in  the  first 
resolution  as  far  as  it  went,  but  thought  it  did  not  go  far 
enough.  In  his  opinion  the  only  way  to  abolish  the  game- 
laws  was  to  obolish  the  word  "  game."  If  hares  and  rabbits 
were  excluded  from  the  operation  of  the  law,  and  all  winged 
game  were  treated  as  poultry,  and  the  stealers  of  it  as  thieves, 
the  question  would  be  settled. 

Col.  BaisE,  M.?.,  did  not  anee  with  Bead  in  his  condem- 
nation of  the  Qovemment  Bill.  In  his  opinion  it  was  the 
best  of  the  Game  Bills  now  before  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  would  remedy  the  evil  of  over-preservation. 

Mr.  Ormsby  Go&b,  M.P.,  hoped  the  amendment  would  be 
withdrawn,  as  any  difference  in  that  Chamber  would  produce 
a  ^bad  effect  in  the  the  country  generally.  They  ought  to  be 
perfeeUy  united  on  that  point  (Hear,  hear).  He  deprecated 
as  strongly  as  any  one  could  the  over-preservation  of  game. 
With  his  own  tenants  he  had  no  difficulty  whatever ;  matten 
were  so  arranged  that  they  never  differed  on  that  question, 
if  anybody  disliked  rabbits  much,  he  (Mr.  O.  Gore)  disliked 
them  more  (bmghter^ ;  he  considered  them  the  curse  of  agri- 
culturists, both  lanolords  and  tenants.  He  also  disliked 
battue-shooting,  but  was  fond  of  good  sport.  He  would  sub- 
mit for  the  consideration  of  the  Chamber  whether  the  levying 
of  a  duty  on  the  sale  of  game  would  not  tend  to  do  good. 

Captain  Ciuligts  oraerved  that  last  year  the  Council 
deprecated  the  preservation  of  ground  game,  and  he  thought 
Mr.  Bald's  present  proposal  was  a  natural  sequence  to  that. 
Aj  to  the  original  resolution,  it  was  a  dilution  of  an  opinion 
expressed  previously. 

Mr.  C.  S.  BiAO,  M.P.,  then  replied.  He  thought  that 
half  a  loaf  was  better  than  no  bread.  He  knew  that  in  theory 
the  kw  now  gave  the  tenant  the  whole  of  the  game ;  but  he 
was  unable  to  appropriate  any^  portion  of  it  to  his  own  use, 
and  therefore  he  (Mr.  Bead)  said  that  under  any  future  game 
bill,  or  any  future  agreements,  the  owners  and  occupiers  of 
the  soil  shodd  have  a  joint  right  of  kiUing  hares  and  rabbits. 
Haring  thus  put  on  record  his  own  opinion  and  that  of  the 
Norfolk  Chamber,  being  perfectiy  satisfied  with  the  discussion 
which  had  teken  place,  and  vrishing  above  all  things  to  pro- 
mote unanimity  in  that  Chamber,  he  should,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  seconder,  feel  great  pleasure  in  withdrawing 
the  amendment  (cheers). 

The  amendment  was  then  withdrawn;  after  which  the 
original  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  HODSOLL  then  moved  the  foUowing:  <*  This  Council 
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ocmnden  ihii,  ia  justioe  to  ntepayen,  all  righti  of  iporting 
ihoald  be  mcMed  to  the  poor  rate.* 


Ctptaiii  Csiiois  movedl,  m  an  ameadmeBt^  to  Inaert  after 
the  word  "  that,"  "  pending  a  nriaion  of  the  whole  ^em  of 
loeal  taxation ; "  and  at  the  end  of  the  reaolntion, "  pending  a 
Rviaion  of  the  loeal  ratea ; "  obeerriog  that  those  aaendments 
would  make  the  reaolntion  more  eonaatent  than  it  then  was 
with  what  had  been  done  by  the  Conneil  prerionaly. 

Mr.  C.  S.  KiAD,  M.P.,  tiioo^ht  it  was  impoasible  to  aaaeas 
rights  of  sporting.  If  thc^  said  "  all  knd  snonld  be  rated  at 
its  fall  Talae,  irrespectiTe  of  any  rights  of  sporting  on  the  part 
of  the  owner/*  that  wonld  make  woods  eontribnto  to  the  poor 
rate  a  great  deal  more  than  they  did  at  present. 

After  a  short  conversation  the  resolotioa  was  passed  onani- 
moosly  in  the  following  amended  form:  '*This  Conneil 
eonsiiJers  that,  in  justice  to  ratepayers,  all  land  should  be  rated 
at  ite  full  value,  irrespective  of  any  reservation  of  the  rights  of 
sporting  on  the  part  of  the  owner." 

Mr.  A.  Pill,  M.P.,  moved  the  following:  ''That  this 
Council  is  of  opinion  that  hares  and  nbbiU  should  be  ex- 
eluded  from  the  operation  of  the  game  laws ;  but  considen 
that  such  exclusion  would  render  imperatively  necessary  some 
change  in  the  law  of  trespass.**  He  said  that  resolution  was 
direetly  at  varience  with  the  Government  bill,  which  seemed 
to  him  a  most  incomplete  measure  for  dealing  with  what  was 
admitted  to  be  a  lit  matter  for  legislation.  The  8th  clause 
of  the  Bill  introduced  into  the  consideration  of  the  question 
another  party  whom  he  was  sorry  to  see  there,  namely,  the 
lawyer  (llear,  hear) ;  and  he  believed  that  nothing  could  be 
more  likely  to  interrnpt  good  feelings  between  landlords  and 
tenants,  or  to  prevent  a  satisfactory  solution  of  a  question 
involring  such  conflicting  interests.  For  many  years  he  had 
considered  it  desirable  that  rabbits  should  be  excluded  from 
the  game  list  (A  voioe, "  They  are  not  in  it**).  They  were 
inclnded  under  the  name  of  **  conies  **  in  most  of  the  Aeto  of 
Parliament,  and  constituted  the  code  of  the  game  Uws.  He 
had  long  been  of  opinion  that,  whoever  it  might  offend,  the 
words  should  be  stmck  out;  and  he  thonght  the  advocates  for 
retaining  rabbite  were  bound  to  show  that  the  whole  nature 
of  the  animal  had  changed  (laughter).  Wherever  a  man 
chose  to  enclose  rabbite  in  hutehes,  or  in  a  ten-acre  field,  let 
him  have  the  protection  which  he  required  for  that  purpose ; 
bnt,  unfortunately,  in  many  parte  of  the  country  rabbits 
wandered  about,  not  at  their  own  sweet  will,  for  there  was 
nothing  sweet  abont  them  (l^^^^ter),  bnt  at  their 
pleasure,  committing  serious  depredations  upon  land 
which  was  highly  cultivated,  and  therefore  he  said  they 
should  not  be  in  the  game  list.  When  thev  came  to  the 
question  of  hares  there  was  greater  difiicnUy ;  but  he  believed 
that  public  opinion  had  changed  very  greatly  with  re- 
gard to  that  animal,  and  he  thonght  the  Chambers  of 
Agricultare,  consisting  of  both  landlords  and  tenanU,  should 
consider  how  far  it  was  desirable  to  retein  protection  for  the 
animal,  which  was  often  quite  as  injurious  to  arricuUnre  as 
the  rabbit,  and  in  some  cases  even  morei^jarious  (Hear,  hear). 
He,  for  one,  was  prepared  to  contend  that  that  animal  shonld 
also  be  struck  out  of  the  game  list.  It  had  been  objected  that 
bv  such  a  course  they  wonld  make  friends  of  the  poachers. 
He  had  no  desire  to  make  friends  of  an^  man  who  broke  the 
laws  of  his  country  (Hear,  hear^  ;  bnt  it  was  a  very  disagree- 
able fact  for  consideration,  with  regard  to  poachers,  that  at 
present  there  were  hundreds  of  them  who  had  made  themselves 
friends  of  the  farmen.  Great  a  crime  as  poaching  was,  espe- 
cially night  poaching,  it  could  not  be  denied  that  maranden 
who  eneiged  in  it  had  been  iustmmentel  in  diminishing  an  eril, 
which  but  for  them  would  have  been  far  more  mischievous. 
So  long  as  protection  was  given  to  rabbite  and  hares  bv  law, 
it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  police  to  repress  crime  in  relation 
to  them  as  well  as  anything  else ;  but  the  striking  them  out 
of  the  game  list  would  do  awav  with  the  crime  which  their 
retention  created.  Something  had  been  said  abont  rabbite  as 
food.  He  had  something  to  do  with  the  town  to  which,  as  was 
steted  the  other  dav  in  the  House  of  Commons,  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  rabbite  that  were  killed  went  to  be  eaten— he  meant 
Leicester ;  but  he  could  assure  the  Council  that  the  presence 
of  a  live  rabbit  on  a  farm  gave  no  satisfaction  in  the  Midland 
Counties.  He  could  not  assent  to  the  doctrine,  that  they 
ooffht  to  take  into  consideration  the  value  of  rabbite  aa  food, 
1l^^Tess  they  came  out  of  enclosed  places  and  off  Und  which  was 


spemally  adapted  for  their  prodoetion,  in  which  eaae  it  was  a 
mere  question  of  aoeonnt^whether  they  paid  for  keeping,  or 
whether  the  cultivator  lost  bf  them,  fveryooo  of  these  erea- 
tnree  that  had  ite  liberty,  fi9edin|  at  ite  own  wflL  checked  the 
production  of  mntton  and  beef  (Hear,  hear),  llie  rabbit  de- 
voted his  attention  to  tornips,  the  hare  dcToted  his  to  wnixeli ; 
thev  both  completely  prevented  the  cultivation  of  soeh  crops  as 
cabbages  and  tares :  and  to  suppose  that  under  sneh  cireosi. 
stances  the  production  of  rabbite  which  were  aold  at  a  shniisg 
a-pieoe  was  an  economical  way  of  prodndAg  food,  seemed  to 
him  altogether  erroneous.  Tlie  Government  Bill  prorided 
that  the  question  of  danuuns  arising  frora  that  aonroe  should 
be  intrusted  to  men  of  skiu,  who wereto  inspect  the  fam  and 
report  the  result.  He  believed  it  would  be  impossible  to  esti- 
mate  the  damage,  especially  las  the  very  exiat«iioe  of  rabbits 
prevented  the  Qowth  of  some  of  the  moat  valuable  crops 
(Hear,  hear).  With  rqnrd  to  the  second  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion, declaring  that  the  Council "  considen  that  such  exdawm 
would  render  imperatively  necessarr  some  change  in  the  lav 
of  trespass,**  he  hoped  it  wonld  not  be  supposed  that  this  was 
a  case  of  taking  away  with  one  hand  and  restoring  with  the 
other.  The  intention  was,  that  some  change  ahonhl  be  made 
in  the  law  of  trespass  which  wonld  en&ble  owners  and  ooea- 
pien  to  keep  off  men  who  would  otherwise  be  popping  their 
guns  wherever  game  was  preserved.  He  trusted  the  Chamber 
wonld  affirm  the  principle  involved  in  the  reaolntion  that,for  the 
end  in  riew,  the  wisest  course  was  to  deal  with  the  animals  and 
not  with  the  ownen  and  occnpien  (Hear,  hear).  It  hid  bees 
assumed,  that  if  the  relations  of  landlord  and  tenant  were 
placed  on  a  satisfactory  footing  with  regard  to  game,  the  whole 
question  would  be  settled.  He  did  not  think  so.  Speaking 
as  as  outsider,  as  one  who  took  a  moderate  view  of  this  qon- 
tion,  he  must  say  that  he  should  not  be  satisfied  unless  the 
Legislature  left  tenante  at  perfect  liberty  to  shoot  these  animali 
or  get  rid  of  them  in  any  other  wiy  thi^  oonld. 

Mr.  Jasper  Mors  had  much  pleasure  in  aeeonding  the 
motion,  because  it  was  the  condusion  unanimously  sgreed  to 
by  the  Shropshire  Chamber  that  luures  and  rabbite  oa^ht  to 
be  struck  out  of  the  game-lawi ;  secondlr,  he  thoufbt  it  iio* 
portent  that  a  definite  decision  should  be  arrived  at;  and 
further,  it  was  his  own  opinion,  after  long  considering  the 
qnestionj  that  this  was  the  solution  required.  As  it 
was  desirable  that  opinions  should  be  registered  at  their 
meetings  he  would  stete  what  took  place  on  the  sub- 
ject in  Shropshire.  The  farmers  of  that  county  asked  him  to 
introduce  the  subject,  and  he  did  so  in  as  important  a  stetement 
as  he  could  make.  The  largest  landowner  in  Shropshire  was 
the  Duke  of  Cleveland,  and  Tie  gave  the  shootang  to  his  tenant^ 
At  the  meeting  hardly  any  one  but  the  fanners  who  had 
the  shooting  would  speak,  the  rest  being  afraid,  and  those 
who  had  the  shooting  acted  as  spokesmen  for  those  on  other 
estetes.  A  magistrate  of  great  experience  told  the  farmen  of 
Shropshire  that  if  they  were  plagued  with  the  wmc  it  was 
their  fault,  and  served  them  right  for  not  manng  better 
agreemente.  This  line  he  had  seen  adopted  at  otlicr  meetrngs. 
In  Shropshire  they  once  liad  an  estete  that "  struck** ;  sU  the 
tenante  declined  to  take  farms  till  the  rabbite  were  kaied. 
They  threw  up  their  farms,  the  rabbits  were  killed,  and  the 
tenante  came  tiack  again.  But  the  farmers  must  be  of  a  ray 
independent  class  to  do  this,  and  the  small  farmers  would  not 
dare  to  do  it.  Therefore,  on  behalf  of  the  dass  whose  mbo- 
tion  unfitted  them  for  any  occupation  except  farming,  ana  w«o 
were  obliged  to  take  farms  however  over-run  with  rabbits  or 
hares,  he  felt  convinced  relief  must  be  given  bv  striking  hares 
and  rabbite  out  of  the  protection  of  the  game-laws. 

Mr.  Bennett  (LeioesteiBhire)  said :  He  foresaw  m»y  diffi- 
culties which  might  arise  from  a  stringent  law  of  trespass  in 
the  case  of  fox-hunting.  If  they  destroyed  aU  the  pleasorc  of 
landlords  and  "their  liUle  game**  Ganghter),  they  oonU  not 
expect  to  see  landlords  amongst  them  (laughter),  u  ^ 
wanted  to  have  money  cireuteted  they  must  not  drive  Isndlorfls 
away. 

Mr.  Heneagi,  M.P.,  thought  the  Uiw  of' trespass  was  a 
very  danfferous  thin*  to  deal  with.  In  his  opinion  when  rao- 
bite  and  hares  were  decUred  to  be  no  longer  game,  they  w«JJ 
become  the  property  of  the  tenant ;  and  as  vagrante  were 
token  up  when  found  lurking  near  woods,  whv  should  ^^^J^ 
be  token  up  when  found  lurking  near  fields?  If  there  «<^ 
a  stringent  trespass  law,  hunting  would  be  a  *'  gone  eooo 
altogether  (laughter).    BTe  shonld  like  to  move  as  in  »n>«™' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  FAEMEB'S  MAGAZINE. 


47 


wBitfaitnbhifailHmUbemadelvUw  the  property  of  the 


tfcCiriimytw;  'A^araioiiow. 

ilr.A.Pnj^lLP.:  Not  tfll  th^  m  lediteed  into  ponet- 

JCr.  HtaxAOX,  M.F^  ttid  he  mmted  to  hftTe  the  matter 
tnrteA  as  bueeoy. 

Mr.  CuJiBCOR  aid  the  change  which  he  would  propose 
ns  that  there  aiioidd  he  a  inmmaiy  remedy  for  treapaaa,  and 
30  MKiMity  for  piofiag  peeoniaiy  damage. 

Mr.  HinioB,  M.P^  mored,  at  an  amendment,  to  insert 
ifter  the  vovia  "  That  this  Coiucii  is  of  opinion  that  hares 
nd  nUals  should  be  exdnded  from  the  operation  of  the  game 
bw^^'bai  that  thejshonld  he  deemed  to  be  the  property  of  the 
oeeopier  of  the  land  on  whioh  they  are  redooed  to  possession." 
Mr.  Sirmmw  seconded  this  amendment. 
Mr.  D.  lAKsa  sapported  the  amendment,  adding  that  he 
dfloJd  have  preferred  the  abolition  of  the  game  laws  alto- 
^ber,  combined  with  the  establishment  of  a  stringent  law  of 
troBMs." 
Mr.  WinTAcm  hcmed  the  amendment  wonld  be  withdrawn. 
Mi.  C.  S.  RiAD,  H.P.,  cordiaDy  ooncnrred  in  the  opinion 
*^    independently    of    the    game    laws,     agricnltnrists 
seeded  a  more  stringent  law  of  trespaas.    A  few  months  ago, 
for  nample,  aome  feUows  in  Norfolk  dnr  ont  a  litter  of  foxes, 
>adbecanae  the  fox  was  a  wiU  animal  there  was  no  redress. 
He  did  not  beUere  anything  oonld  compensate  a  &rmer  for 
the  damsfs  done  by  game.    1\>  show  how  litUe  the  Gorem- 
vent  naaentood  that  qnestion,  he  might  mention  that  it  was 
prorided  in  their  bill  that  there  should  be  only  one  arbitration 
ii  t  jear,  so  that  if  there  were  a  crop  of  winter  vetohes  and  a 
crap  of  swede  turnips  in  the  same  year,  there  could  only  be 
anpematioa  for  one  of  those  crops  (Hear,  hear).    He  hoped 
It  wosid  not  be  sapposed  because  ne  had  spoken  so  strongly 
iboot  the  deprsdktions  of  hares  and  rabbits  that  he   was 
^fgoaA  the  preaemition  of  winged  game  (£[ear,  hear).    No« 
tliieg,  he  thooght,  oonld  be  more  disastrous  than  to  annihilate 
sport  in  the  ease  of  that  kind  of  game  (Hear,  hear).    If  he 
ught  point  to  a  model  landlord,  he  would  allude  to  an  owner 
of  30,C00  acres  of  bmd  in  Suffolk.    On  that  estate  there  were 
killed  last  year  by  the  owner  and  his  friends  no  less  than  13,200 
head  of  paxtrid|^  and  pheasants.     And  how  many  hares  and 
nbUU  were  there  ?    Tiiree  hundred  and  thirty-seven !    Need 
Ik  tay  that  the  tenants  on  that  estate  were  the  happiest,  even 
n  the  county  of  Suffolk ;  or  need  he  remark  that  that  land- 
ed vss  not  Tery  for  from  him  P  (cheers} .    [Mr.  Read  was 
udentood  to  allude  to  the  chairman,  Col.  Tomline.] 
Mr.  Heaeage's  amendment  was  then  put  and  negatived. 
Mr.  Wnn  moved  to  substitute  for  the  resolution  the  follow- 
uBeadmeat :  **  That  this  Council  is  of  opinion  that  if  the  several 
BiUsBow  before  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  suljiject  of  the 
paeUws,  the  one  introduoed  by  the  Lord  Advocate  and  Mr. 
«ntary  Bmoe  is  the  best  calculated  to  meet  the  requirements 
ofthe  esse,  and  that  danaes  should  be  added  to  compel  the 
(STseat  of  daamge  caused  by  over-preservation  to  the  crops  of 
*fytaii  owners,  and  hares  and  rabbits  excluded  from  the 
opentioa  of  the  game  laws.*' 

Mr.  Whitaksr  seconded  this  amendment,  which  on  a 
ihov  of  hands  was  lost,  only  four  hands  being  held  up  in 
wronr  of  it. 

Mr.  SvouE  moved  the  omission  of  the  words  '*  hares  and" 
^  the  original  resolution,  thus  limiting  the  exclusion  to 
nbbits. 

Mr.  CoLTON  seconded  the  amendment,  which  was  alK> 
^^iwted,  the  numbers  being  7  for  and  9  against. 

Mr.  Caldboott  proposed  as  an  amendment  that  the  seeond 
»>Kof  the  resolution  should  be  asfoUows:  "But  considers 
^nehsnexcbuion*'— that  of  hares  and  rabbits— "  would 
Rnder  isiperstively  necessary  a  change  in  the  Uw  of  trespass, 
'7  giving  a  summary  remedy  without  the  necessity  of  proving 
pwjiary  damage.'^ 

The  smeadment  having  been  seconded,  the  resolution  was 
^"^  ia  this  amended  form,  the  numbers  being  IS  for  the 
'^^dnsat  and  11  against  it. 

"Ine  idjourned  diaeuasion  on  the  provisions  of  the  Elementary 
UsotaoB  Bill  having  been  resumed,  it  was  resolved,  on  the 
P'^'^ofProbsBor  Bund,  "  That  the  limit  of  distance  whieh 
^ndetenaine  the  exemption  of  a  child  from  liability  to  at- 
l^^clteol  thonld  be  two  miles  instead  of  one  aa  provided  by 


On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HsiriAOl,  M.P.,  it  was  further  re- 
lolved  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  (council  that  the  am  up 
to  whioh  children  should  be  required  to  attend  school  Be  re- 
dnoed  from  12  to  10  years.** 

The  proopedings  then  terminated  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  Chairman. 

THE  TURNPIKES  ACTS  CONTINUANCE  BILL. 

DBPDTATION  TO  THS  HOMl  8BCR1T1KT. 

A  deputation  from  the  Woroestershira  Chamber  of  Agricul- 
ture had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Bruce  at  the  Home  Office, 
Whitehall,  on'the  Tuesday  afternoon,  on  the  subject  of  the 
abolishing  schedules  of  the  Turnpikes  Acts  Continuance  Bill. 
The  deputation  included  Earl  Beanchamp,  Colonel  Tomline, 
M.P.,  l^ir  J.  Pakington,  M.P.,  the  Hon.  0.  H.  Lyttleton,  M.P., 
Mr.  0.  S.  Read,  KP.,  Mr.  A.  Pell,  M.P.,  Mr.  F.  W.  Knight, 
M.P.,  Mr.  Laslett,  M.P.  for  Worcester,  and  Mr.  P. 
Amphlett,  M.P. 

Mr.  Amphlitt,  M.P.,  one  of  the  Worcestershire  county 
members,  opened  the  subject.  He  said  the  Worcestershire 
Chamber  felt  alarmed  at  tne  prospect  of  having  the  turnpikes 
"removed  and  all  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  roads  thrown 
upon  the  different  parishes  and  dirtricts.  £195,000  a  year 
was,  it  appeared,  the  total  burden  which  was  to  be  thrown  upon 
the  rates,  and  of  that  amount  tiie  share  of  Worcestershire  would 
be  £17,500 ;  and  having  regard  to  the  present  position  of  the 
question  of  local  taxation,  and  to  the  fact  that  a  larger  measure 
relating  to  roads  had  been  promised,  they  wished  to  obtain  the 
consent  of  the  Government  to  the  postponement  of  the  aboli. 
tton  of  the  Woroestcnhira  trusts,  at  all  events  for  a  year,  when 
new  legislation  on  the  subject  might  have  taken  effect.  The 
Worcestershire  tollgates  now  produced  a  revenue  of  about 
£7,000  a  year :  and  more  than  half  the  parishes  were  not  in- 
cluded in  any  highway  district. 

In  reply  to  a  question  from  Mr.  Brucb, 

Mr.  Amphlbtt  said  there  were  eight  trusts,  and  the  debts 
were  now  all  paid. 

Mr.  Whitikxr  said  that  as  regarded  the  City  of  Worcester 
the  Highway  Board  had  offered  to  remove  the  turnpikes  beyond 
the  city  boundaries  provided  the  Town  Council  would  undertake 
to  keep  the  roads  in  repair.  There  were  Ave  miles  of  road, 
the  repairs  of  which  were  enormously  expensive.  Worcester 
being  a  large  manu&cturing  town,  it  would  be  very  hard  for 
agriculturists  who  lived  at  a  considerable  distance  to  have  to  bear 
such  a  burden ;  and  there  was  reason  to  apprehend  that  if  the 
bill  were  passed  as  it  stood  the  roads  in  that  neighbourhood 
would  become  rreatly  deteriorated.  In  order  to  get  rid  of  the 
debt  the  Board  had  limited  the  repairs  to  a  thin  coating  of 
materiid,  and  every  penny  that  could  be  obtained  was  now  re- 
quired to  put  them  in  a  good  condition.  The  qnestion  of  the 
continuance  of  turpike  trusts  had  been  recently  discussed  in 
the  Worcester  Town  Council,  and  in  a  division  the  numbers 
were  11  for  and  only  14  against  it. 

Mr.  LA.SLBTT,  M.P.  for  Worcester,  said  he  had  been  re- 
quested to  state  that  it  would  be  a  great  hardship  to  the  ma- 
jority of  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  if  the  turnpike  trusts 
were  aboluhed  before  the  whole  system  of  maintaining  the 
roads  had  been  altered.  For  a  considerable  distance  the  roads 
would  be  chiefly  for  carriages,  and  ratepayers  in  a  humble 
position  would  be  burdened  for  the  repairs. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Pb^bson,  chairman  of  the  Worcester  High- 
way  Board,  said  he  hoped  that  nothing  further  would  be  done 
with  regard  to  turnpike  trusts  bdbre  there  was  general  legis- 
lation relating  to  roads.  The  effect  of  discontinuing  turnpike 
trusts  would  he  that  many  parishes  in  his  county  would  be 
saddled  with  an  additional  burden  of  sixpenee  in  the  pound ; 
whUe  some  parishes  would  in  conseanence  of  the  expensive 
character  of  the  roads  have  to  pav  altogether  as  much  as  2s. 
in  the  pound,  other  parishes,  the  inhabitants  of  which  also  used 
them,  paying  nothing  at  all.  Nothing  could  be  more  unfair 
or  ui^ust  tun  such  a  system. 

Mr.  Bbvcb  :  But  that  is  a  kind  of  ii^nstice  which  exists  in 
other  places  where  there  are  no  turnpike  trusts.  There  are 
roads  leading  to  railway  stations  which  are  used  much  more  by 
the  inhalntanta  of  neighbonrin|;  parishes  than  by  those  of  the 
parishes  which  have  to  maintain  them. 

Mr.  Pbjlbson  said  that  the  inequality  which  the 
deputation  protested  ai^ainst  was  a  new  inequality  which  was 
threatened  by  Government  legislation,  and  the  result  of  which 
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might  be  that  the  roads  in  question  would  gndotlly  fall  into 
complete  disrepair.  He  thought  that  before  the  process  of 
demolition  went  on  they  ooght  to  bate  some  idea  what  the 
system  of  reeonstnietion  was  to  be.  What  the  Worcestershire 
Chamber  then  objeded  to  was  the  immediait  abolition  of  the 
trusts. 

Mr.  GuiST  was  remarking  on  the  iigustice  of  the  proposed 
abolition,  when 

Mr.  B&vci,  interrupting  him,  said :  All  this  iqinstice  of 
whidi  yon  complain  is  the  natural  result  of  the  whole  system. 
Ton  went  to  Farliament  for  the  power  to  raise  money ;  the 
Act  was  only  to  last  for  a  certain  number  of  ^ears ;  you  raised 
the  money;  yon  made  your  roads,  you  paid  oif  the  debt; 
when  the  time  for  the  operation  of  the  Act  expires  yon  return 
to  tiie  old  common  law  system,  and  yon  consider  that  an  iiqns- 
tiee.  For  twenty  yean  or  more  we  have  been  abolishing 
turnpike  trusts ;  you  don*t  stand  alone.  No  doubt  there  is 
inconvenience  in  the  ineq^uali^  which  has  been  mentioned, 
but  turnpikes  were  authorised  Ibr  the  general  advantage,  and 
not  for  the  advantage  of  particular  localities. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Psasson  :  If  any  hardship  exists  it  should 
be  remedied. 

Mr.  BaucB :  There  is  no  hardship.  You  got  your  Act, 
made  your  road,  and  paid  for  it. 

Mr.  Whitakir  thought  that  if  Mr.  Bmee  considered  the 
nutter  he  would  see  tiiat  there  was  hardship.  Because  Irish 
agriculturists  had  murdered  landlords  and  land-agents  they 
obtained  justice,  and  he  did  not  see  why  the  Oovemment 
should  oppress  another  dass  of  agriculturists. 

Mr.  B&ucs :  It  was  part  of  your  bar[{ain  that  you  were  to 
be  murdered  in  this  matter  at  a  certain  time  (lanirhter).  The 
time  is  come  when  you  are  to  cease  to  live,  ana  it  is  justice 
and  law  that  you  should  cease  to  live. 

Mr.  Whitakie  said  he  could  not  admit  the  justice  of  that 
reasoninr.  He  knew  as  an  agriculturist  that  persons  of  his 
class  had  great  difficulty  in  paying  their  local  rates  already ; 
and  he  contended  that  property  to  the  amount  of  £100,000,000 
ought  not  to  go  free. 

Mr.  BaucB :  We  cannot  go  into  that ;  it  ia  too  general  a 
question  (Hear,  hear). 


Mr.  Whitakib  continued:  Agriculturists  felt  the  difficulty 
with  regard  to  roads  most  grievously,  and  th^  thought  they  were 
ill-treated  when  with  a  general  Oovemment  menanre  looDuag  ia 
the  distance  the  abolition  of  turnpike  trusts  waa  hurried  for- 
ward. Why  should  there  be  such  na^  in  the  aonttflrP  Here 
was  a  tumj^e  trust  which  had  existed  for  a  eentaxy,  and  to 
abolish  it  in  order  to  sratiiy  the  determin«d  diapoaition  of 
certain  Members  of  Paniameat,  and  thereby  impose  on  the 
ratepayers  an  additional  burden  of  4d.  or  5d.  in  the  ponad 
was,  he  submitted,  in  the  present  state  of  agnenlture  sad 
with  the  prospect  of  a  new  general  Bill,  a  groaa  injustaee. 

Sir  J.  Pakinoton,  M.P.,  must  say  that  he  had  not  beea 
converted  by  the  ai]gumeat  of  the  Home  Seeretaiy  with  re- 

Srd  to  the  expiration  of  the  tmsta.  When  a  man  seemed 
:ely  to  die  the  usual  course  was  to  send  for  the  doctor ; 
and,  in  like  manner,  the  deputation  regarded  the  right  hoa. 
gentleman  as  the  doctor  in  the  present  caae,  and  looked  to 
him  to  avert  the  apoarently  impending  Cite.  He  did  not 
agree  with  him  that  tlie  imoiediate  abolition  of  the  trusts  wsi 
an  unavoidable  result  of  the  existing  system ;  and,  although 
they  must  no  doubt  make  up  their  minds  to  encounter  some 
great  change  of  system,  yet  th^y  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  endeavour  to  mitigate  and  diminish  the  evila  ntteuding  that 
change  (Hear,  hear). 

Mr.  Bedcb  :  I  am  afraid  there  is  no  middle  conne  betwees 
letting  tmsts  go  on  in  their  present  state  and  patting  an  end 
to  them.  If  there  were  any  middle  course  I  ahould  be  happy 
to  adopt  it. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Sir  J.  Pakington, 

Mr.  Brucs  said  he  admitted  that  there  waa  great  foree  in 
some  of  the  aripimenta  which  had  been  used,  aira  he  felt  that 
there  was  special  ground  for  consideration  in  the  case  of  road$ 
which  when  the  trusts  expired  would  receive  a  large  amouDt 
of  traffic  from  other  roads.  All  he  could  any  was  that  be 
would  take  the  argumenta  which  had  been  addressed  to  kin 
into  consideration,  and  give  the  subject  hia  beet  atientioa. 
He  could  not  state  at  that  moment  what  coarse  the  Oovem- 
ment would  pursue. 

The  deputation  then  withdrew,  the  interview  having  occu- 
pied about  an  hour. 


A  SKELETON  SKETCH  OF  FREE  TKADB. 


[The  subjoined  remarkable  letter,  which  it  will  be  seen  the 
writer  signs  as  "Chairman  of  the  Central  Chamber  of 
Agriculture,**  has  just  been  put  into  circulation.  Is  it  to 
be  understood  from  this  that  the  Chambers  are  committed 
to  sncn  a  manifesto  P] 

And  hnnger'a  aoowl  waa  propheoy.— B.  BiuoR. 

Oentubmen,— We  shall  have  a  fiee  mint  No  Oovem- 
ment will  again  be  able  to  refuse  silver  and  gold  coins  to  men 
whose  business  in  life  is  to  earn  them. 

One  cause  of  pauperism  will  be  removed.  Others  remain 
in  excessive  taxation  and  unecjual  rates.  I  venture  to  ask 
Tou  to  consider  what  our  position  u  now,  and  what  it  might 

One  per  cent,  is  a  light  tax. 

The  Probate  and  Legacy  Duties  average  4|  per  cent. 

The  Malt-tax  is  100  per  cent. 

Railway  passengers  contribute  5  per  cent,  to  the  Exchequer. 

The  du^  on  Tobacco  in  England  and  Ireland  is~ 
Prohibition  to  grow  it. 

Local  RatM  are  16  per  cent  on  one-third  of  the  income  of 
the  nation. 

^  One  per  cent,  therefore,  is  a  Ught  tax. 

Six  per  cent,  is  taken  from  the  silver  coinage,  which,  though 
it  be  the  wage  of  all  industry,  is  limited  in  amount. 

The  duty  on  an  Inknd  Bill  of  Exchange  for  £10,000  is  £5. 
The  duty  on  £10,000  in  shillinga,  which  are  the  livelihood  of 
poor  men,  is  600  sovereigns ;  and  neither  the  sovereigns  nor 
the  shillings  are  permitted  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Rxcheqner 
to  be  coined,  though  bilk  may  be  multipUad  at  the  pleasure  of 
rich  men. 

The  du^  on  a  Foreign  Bill  of  Exchange  for  £10,000  is 
«118s.4d. 


The  Bank  of  £n|rland  deducts  l|d.  from  every  ounce  of 
gold  bullion  which  it  receives  in  exchange  for  bank  notes.  IT 
the  metal  remain  uncoined  it  does  nothbg  for  this  charge. 
£2,000  per  million  is  only  pait  of  its  profiU  if  the  gold  be 
coined,  though  the  expense  be  borne  bv  the  taxpayer. 

The  Bank  has  charged  10  oer  cent  for  the  loan  of  baak 
notes,  with  the  consent  and  aovioe  of  Oovemment,  to  break 
the  law  when  in  difficulties. 

Mr.  Lowe  has  jastly  proposed  to  take  1  per  cent,  from  the 
sovereign  to  pay  Mint  expenses.  In  India  there  is  a  duty  of 
1  per  cent  on  gold ;  of  2  per  cent  on  silver,  the  poor  man's 
metal.    In  Australia  the  duty  on  gold  coin  is  1  per  cent 

One  per  cent.,  therefore,  from  the  ciredation  is  a  coounon 
and  light  tax. 

The  assessed  laxea  stop  employment  and  deny  to  Englisli- 
men  freedom  of  trade,  which  for  many  years  seems  to  have 
been  reserved  for  foreigners.  These  duties  are  now  paid  in 
advance,  and  a  poor  man  has  no  practical  appeal  from  the 
Surveyor,  but  is  at  his  mercy. 

Therefore  the  assessed  taxes  are  a  grievance. 

The  Income-tax  is  a  sad  source  of  immorality.  Fifty* 
seiren  millions  in  Schedule  D  esca|M  the  tat  unfairly ;  sad 
thia  immorality,  become  qrstematic,is  ruining  our  commercial 
credit  at  home  and  abroad. 

Therefore  the  Income-tax  is  a  grievance. 

The  Malt-taxis  a  chargeof  100  per  cent  oa  the  arable 
land  of  England  and  Ireland.  It  is  borne  chiefly  hf  poor 
men,  and  iiq'nrea  the  character  of  statesmen,  who  declaiffl  in 
bvour  of  free-trade,  while  they  rdnse  it  to  their  countryaws. 

Therefore  the  Malt-tax  is  a  grievance. 

A  tax  of  1  per  cent,  shown  to  be  compantively  li^t,  on 
funds  which  pay  no  poor  or  other  rates,  would  supply  the 
means  of  rednasing  these  three  grievancea. 

The  London  deuing  House  ftatistics  explains  this : 
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£3,7d0,d33,O0O  in  cheques  and  bille  were  paid  there  last 
voir. 

Ok  per  cent,  on  three  bOlions  seven  hundred  and  twenW 
mOinii  six  hondred  and  twenty-three  thousand  pounds,  which 
BOW  pij  scarcely  n  tax  and  no  rates,  wonld  give  £37,206,230, 
eoQfided  weekly,  by  stamps,  witliont  the  expense  and  annoy- 
aaee  of  Birisfinenj  Income-tax  Commissioners,  or  Surveyors 
of  Taies. 

No  poor  man  wonld  feel  this  tax,  and  the  wealthy  might  e»- 
ape  i^  using  coins,  which  wonld  become  abundant  instead  of 
esatiBuing  scnreep  as  tiiey  are  now. 

One  per  cent,  on  nmimited  paper  money  is  a  favour  if 
edBtitstfld  with  6  per  cent,  on  silver  coin,  which  is  limited, 
dmnadated,  and  when  exported  not  to  be  replaced. 

If  other  nalioos  had  Pree  Mints  and  Free-trade  thev  oonld 
be  customers  to  each  other,  with  power  to  purchase,  of  which 


now  all  are  destttnte.  In  the  Banks  of  France  and  England 
£78,000,000  are  hoarded.  Were  these  coins  eircnlated, 
the  French  Treaty  would  be  a  success ;  now  both  nations 
complain  of  it. 

I  give  a  skeleton  sketch  of  Free-trade,  and  ask  yon  to  ex- 
amine it,  bearing  in  mind  that  under  our  present  system,  1 
man  in  18  is  a  pauper,  that  other  nations  are  as  poor  as  we 
are,  and  that  over-production  and  depression  of  trade  mean 
that  neither  at  home  nor  abroad  can  we  seU  what  we  produce 
to  people  who  are  willing  to  buy,  but  are  not  permitted  by 
their  Ministers  of  Finance  to  have  ooins  with  which  they 
can  gratifv  their  desires. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  obedient  servant^ 

GSOROX  TOKLINE, 

Chairman  of  the  Central  Chamber  of  Agriculture. 
OnoeU  Pari,  Iptvich,  May,  1870. 


A    BREEDING     FLOCK    ON    HEAVY    LAND. 


At  the  meetiog  of  the  Ixwoith  Fazmers*  Club,  the  Vice- 
Pmideat.  Mr.  P.  Huddleston.  in  the  chair, 

Mr.  J.  FisoH,  of  Bamingham,  said :  The  purport  of  this 
paper  is  to  assert  and  show,  from  a  practice  of  more  than  a 
qpivter  of  n  century,  that  farmers  may  be  independent  of 
faolloeks.  I  must  premise  my  particnUrs  by  craving  your  in- 
dalgoice  and  gentle  judgment,  inasmuch  as  I  have  too 
noa%  engaged  in  agncnltnral  pursuits  to  perhaps  critically 
or  eorreetfy  eonvcv  my  ideas.  The  object  of  our  meeting  is, 
bowever,  well  nndcntood ;  one  gentleman  is  elected  to  bring 
fbrwiid  a  subject  for  disensaion.  This  follows,  throwing  light 
ttd  diade,  assents  and  dissents,  on  the  matter  treated.  I  freely 
eonfess  my  knowledge  of  stock  is  so  limited  that  I  look  for- 
ward to  your  friendly  critiques  with  considerable  interest.  I 
liU  thank  yon  to  remember  I  am  onlv  pursuing  a  system  of 
^rsBBg  as  oomBMBoed  by  my  Uito  father,  and  continued  by 
Uffl  far  many  yeaza ;  his  rough  and  useful  appliances  I  found 
mdy  to  hand,  and,  as  I  before  stated,  my  ignorance  of  farming 
hm  prevented  my  attempttngauything  beyond  what  was 
well  uaderatood  on  the  farm.  Whether  our  system  be  or  be 
not  toodaborato  and  expensive,  I  must  leave  for  your  collective 
wiidoBto  determine,  in  order  that  you  may  arrive  at  some- 
thing fiken  oonreet  estimate,  I  beg  to  tell  yon  that  last  year 
By  labour  at  lis.  per  week  per  man  cost  £1 18s.  6d.  per  acre 
for  harveslk  thatching,  picking  stones,  thrashing,  chaff-cutting, 
dniuiuf,  and  n  eBrpenter--everything,  in  met,  excepting 
Btevarfs  salary,  lamb  money,  and  shearing;  with  these 
adfaida  it  coat  £2  Ss.  6d.  I  shall  foel  obliged  by  any  opinion 
respeetiBg  this  heavy  item.  My  occupation  consists  of  two 
OttU  wmsi  vary  incoveniently  lying  right  and  left.  These 
ceOeetively  represent  280  acres  of  good  land,  requiring  drain- 
iog,  25  of  whieh  are  pasture,  not  snper-exceUent,  as  our  friend 
Mr.  OoUmitli  staled,  but  rendered  prolific  by  the  maintenance 
ol  an  unuAal  quantity  of  sheep.  We  keep  420  half-bred 
Ldeester  ewes,  purchasing,  as  a  rule,  the  largest  two-shear  we 
aa  pick.  With  theae  and  our  horses  we  make  our  manure. 
For  the  kmg  period  mentioned  heavy  crops  have  been  raised 
catinly  wkbout  the  agency  of  bullocks.  We  use  Oakey's 
taps,  whidi  we  think  have  a  dash  of  Cotiwold  in  them.  Please 
note  this,  and  subsequently  give  me  your  opinion,  as  I  have 
been  leeommendcd  to  revert  to  a  purer  breea>*to  use  the  im- 
profed  Hampshire  as  raised  near  Salisbury.  Our  foil  of  lambs 
tmages  heavy ;  last  year  and  this  are  exceptional.  Lut  year 
tke  abseaoe  of  the  usual  stimulant— rape--'at  the  time  the 
■ales  were  turned  to  the  ewes,  was  against  us,  and  that  the 
npeisamost  nsefUfood  at  that  particular  time  we  had  a 
nsgulsrly  plain  proof.  As  we  had  a  small  quantity  which  lasted 
a  faitai^t  of  the  time  the  tune  were  with  the  flock,  the  cor- 
mpoodiajf  time  for  lambing  cheered  us  with  a  good  fall.  The 
fl*ber  poftioB,  though  we  gave  them  best  linseed-cake,  was 
aueniUy  slow,  and  the  fall  small.  If  similarly  again  so 
atasted,  I  would  use  barley  cautiously,  or  beans.  In  1866  we 
sold  614  lambs,  realising  £788 ;  in  1867,  617,  making  £743 
3f.  6d.;  and  in  1868  596  sdd  for  £602,  and  in  1860  544  for 
Iol0  17s.  6d. ;  for  four  years  an  average  yearly  sale  of  £668 
Si.  3d.  I  am  able  to  account  for  our  small  crop  this  year. 
Oar  mantity  now  rearing  is  abqat  27  score.  For  last  autumn 
ttd  the  spring-foediog  we  proTiM26  MKW  of  rape,  8  of  which 


were  after  early  dun  peas,  now  in  wheat ;  4  acres  of  cabbages, 
now  in  barley,  about  balf-an-acre  being  left  for  lambing ;  20 
acres  of  turnips,,  six  of  which,  after  a  Md  layer,  now  in  wheat, 
6  acres  were  swedes,  the  latter  partly  drawn  and  partly  fsd  on 
knd  were  grown ;  18  acres  of  beet,  10  of  which  were  autumn 
tilled,  8  after  rre — the  10  acres  are  in  wheat,  the  8  in  barley. 
The  flock  was  folded  in  autumn  on  turnips,  stubbles,  &c.,  sup- 
plemented by  barley-stnw  chaff,  layers  slightly  run  over.  For 
spring  feed---S0  acres  of  layer,  8  rye,  now  planted  with  beet ; 
is  acres  of  Italian  rye-grass,  to  be  broken  up  as  early  as  we 
can  and  sown  with  rape,  followed  by  wheat ;  11  acres  tares 
and  oats.  We  be|^n  using  beet  in  January,  pulping  about  16 
bushels  daily,  mixing  them  with  chaff.  Yon  will  understand 
the  term  chi^  implies  cut  barley-stnw ;  the  quantity  daily  in- 
creases, till  some  days  we  have  300  bushels  consumed,  and  as 
soon  as  we  think  it  necessary  we  commence  adding  com  or 
cake  ground,  beginning  at  four  stones  daily,  increasmg  to  18 
stones.  On  Mareh  the  26th  our  week's  core,  &c.,  was — 4 
coombs  of  barley,  costing  £2  lOs.  t  4  coombs  of  peas,  £3  8s. ; 
If  linseed-cake,  188. 4|d. ;  1|  cotton-cake,  lOs.  Od. ;  grinding, 
8s. ;  toll,  2s.  6d.--making  £7  18i.  10|d.,  or  a  daMy  cost  of  £1 
2s.  8d.  Here,  again,  for  the  ewes  I  have  been  advised  to  re- 
plaoe  linseed-cake  by  cotton,  husked  palm-nut  meal,  and  com. 
The  flock  is  yarded  when  the  weather  becomes  wintry,  and 
there  trough  fed  with  the  chaff  mixture  morning  and  night,  or 
when  necessaiy  having  a  ran  of  a  few  houra,  according  to 
weather,  on  some  pasture  where  is  Uirown  out  one  or  two  Scotch 
carts  of  roots.  Our  usual  time  for  turninr  in  the  males  is  the 
9th  of  October,  but  this  year  we  advanced  the  time  a  week,  as 
you  may  be  sura  we  are  anxious  to  clear  our  land  as  early  as 
possible.  Our  form  is  generally  cleared  by  the  middle  of  June, 
and  as  early  as  prudent  our  ewes  go  out  to  keep }  last  year  we 
kept  them  at  home,  but,  judging  by  the  experience  of  my  late 
fottier  and  our  observations,  it  is  in  our  case  no  jnin.  It  is 
considered  by  us  that  the  change  of  locality  benefits  the  flock 
and  increases  the  fall  of  lamu.  Of  course  it  sweetens  the 
fsrai.  The  lambs  are  dropped  in  the  yard,  which  at  this  time 
really  presents  a  moat  busy  nnd  interesting  little  worU.  Two 
long  sheds  are  enclosed,  with  pens  on  each  side,  to  which  the 
ewes  and  lambs  are  conveyed  immediately  on  the  birth 
of  the  latter,  and  from  which  in  a  few  houn  they 
are  drafted  off  according  to  condition  of  mother  and 
Umb  into  sundry  small  loto.  They  are  still  penned 
and  daily  drawn  off,  makiug  three  tots— eingle,  doubles, 
and  weak  mothen  and  lambs.  The  doubles,  of  course 
have  the  best  pick  and  the  larger  aUowance  of  artificial  food. 
Implemeute  are  unhoused,  bam,  straw-houses^m  fact,  every 
avulable  spac6  is  devoted  for  a  few  weeks  to  the  reqieetive 
lote.  The  management  of  the  lambs  afterwards  is  a  repetition 
of  other  formerr  plans — flayers  folded,  lambs  ranning  forward 
to  an  advanced  fold,  in  which  troughs  with  cake  and  peas  are 
placed.  I  omitted  mentioning  our  sheep-yard  has  fresh  straw 
almost  every  day.  I  buy  the  best  cake,  fearing  cotton-cake, 
where  so  much  dry  food  is  used ;  but  at  Barningham  Hall  it 
is  used  without  bad  results.  I  am  trying  it  this  year,  as  you 
find.  We  find  in  wet  seasons  the  following  mixtures 
invaluable  when  diarrhoea  follows  too-luxuriant  or  wet  food : 
Powdmed  oatechu,  \  oz. ;  powdered  ginger,  i  oi. ;  prepared 
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chalk,  1  OS. ;  peppermint  water,  |  pint ;  lamb  dote,  two  table- 
epoonfolB  night  and  moining.  One  very  lerioQi  eVU  retolting 
from  an  orer-stocking  is  the  foot-rot,  whioh  we  minimiie  as 
mnch  as  possible  by  separation ;  all  remedies  I  have  tried  are 
nsefiil  for  a  time,  bat  nothing  is  ao  rapid  in  its  efEset  or  nerma- 
nent  as  tiie  following,  which  I  site  in  the  hope  it  may  Be  nae- 
fal :  Oonoe  of  qoioksilTer  dissolred  in  an  onnce  of  nitric  acid, 
and  to  this  sabaeqnently  add  |  pint  of  vinegar.  Like  other 
flookmastera,  we  have  boikh  seared  and  drawn  au 
practise  the  latter  now— bat  with  the  assistance  of  the 
we  have  lessened  very  mnch  the  ezhanstion,  and  indeed  pain 
of  the  poor  victims,  to  say  nothing  of  the  disgnsting  feahirea 
of  the  old  mode  of  drawing.  Yon  will  obaerve  that  the  bulk 
of  onr  winter-feed  is  cat  biurley-Btraw ;  we  cart  the  barley  at 
the  barn-door,  where  the  dnun  is  so  placed  as  to  eject  the 
straw  into  the  straw-hoase,  which  will  contain  two  days* 
thrashing,  the  cotter  converting  it  into  chaff  in  about  the 
same  time — ^by  steam,  of  course.  We  consumed  in  the  winter 
1868-69, 69^  acres  of  barley-straw  so  converted,  and  more  this 
winter.  What  remained  was  fermented  with  cut  wheat-straw, 
tares,  and  a  sprinkling  of  salt  j  this  we  And  admirable  food 
for  onr  horses,  and  lessens  interraption  in  harvest.  Our 
wheat-straw  is  converted  into  manure,  as  yon  see  by  the 
agency  of  the  flock.  Ours  I  am  aware  is  a  system  which 
cannot  be  carried  out  on  eveiy  farm ;  and  oar  returns  simply 
consist  of  wheat,  barlev,  and  lambs.  To  make  this  as  large 
as  possible,  we  steal  all  we  can,  cropping  in  a  very  irregular 


by  tomipa  or  cole, 

by  either  wheat  or  barley.  Our  last  year's  crop  was  86  acres 
of  barley,  64  wheat,  and  8  early  peas,  followed  by  early  rans 
(now  in  wheat),  ana  S  of  peas  and  beans.  Our  crop  in  I860, 
you  will  observe,  shows  the  irregularity  of  acreage  when  we 
come  to  it.  This  striving  after  eifect  of  course  adds  much  to 
hone-wear  labour,  as  also  the  careful  treatment  of  the  flocks ; 
but  the  balance-sheet  shows  the  fifues  on  the  right  side. 
Yet  the  expenses  are  so  heavy,  I  confess  I  am  always  vexed  at 
the  dose  of  oar  &rming-year  (Michaehnas  Day),  that  the  per 
side  does  not  ahow  a  hea?  ier  result ;  farther  than  this,  it 
teaches  me  indisputably  that  filming,  though  a  most  eigoyable 
occunation  both  for  mind  and  body,  is  very  far  from  an 
£1  I)orado.  It  may  interest  yon  to  hear  a  rough  statement, 
which  I  found  amongst  my  lather's  papers,  of  the  sunpoeed 
cost  and  profit  of  ^  score  ewes  oom  July  1,  1861,  to 
June  SO,  1862. 
The  following  is  the  statement : 

£.    s.  d. 

To  Feed  porchaaed    96    6    0 

n  S80  sacks  of  chair  at  3d 8  10 

„   80  weeks  ditto,  140  per  week 85    0 

„  Maltcolma 11    4 

»  Cake 76  IS 

»  Ofbl 80    6 

„   Cleaning  beet 7    0 

„  Cartingditto  6  10 

„   Horse  mincing 4    0 

„   Shepherd's  waoes    88  16 

„  613  lambs  at  6d 15    6 

„   17  acres  of  turnips I7    0 

„  26  ditto  beet  140 

„   88  ditto  Italian  grass 14 

„   IS  ditto  rye 6 

„  Sooombsbeans  , 8 

„   Keep  of  6  sheep 6 

„  20  acres  of  layer 20  10 

„   Extra  laboaiw«heep  21  10 

„  Bepladng  crones 100    0 


0 
0 
10 
6 
0 


Profit. 


641    6    0 
260    5    0 


891  10  0 

By6081ambs    637  10  0 

„  4tupditto  ; 10    0  0 

"  JS*»*    •VV:: IM    0  0 

„  72  acres  folding 72    0  0 

„  600  loads  of  manure  ,.. ,,...,, 60    0  0 


891  10    0 


This  seems  an  appioximatkm  only,  u  then  is  no  cfedit  entiy 
forsaleof  croneaandsldns.  Farraer,  as  this  is  a  ease  *ShMp 
fwmt  Bollocka,'  and  to  more  folly  csjrry  it  out  that  fimniag 
may  be  sneoeasfnlly  practised  without  tne  ktter,  I  give  yea 
the  com  valoations  for  1868  and  1869,  with  thmr  resolts: 

MICBAZLlfAB  YALVkTl02f,  1868. 

Acres.                                            s.  £    s.  d. 

70i  wheat,  10  ooombs  per  acre,  at  25 881    5  0 

69{  barley,  11             „              „  20 764  10  0 

10    peas,      7            n               »  ^ 70   0  0 

13    peas  and  beans 104   0  0 

1,819  16   0 
Fins  valuation 334    1   9 

RESULT. 

Wheat  sold 949  19  10 

Barley 1027  16  10 

Peas  consumed 85    0   0 

Beans  and  peas 91    0  0 

2,153  16   8 

MTCHAILMAS  VALUATION,  1869. 

Acres.                                            s.  £    s<   d. 

64    wheat,  11  coombs  per  acre,  at  22 774   8   0 

86    barley,  11             „              „  18 851    8   0 

8    peas,     11             „              „  17 74  16   0 

8  peu  and  beans,  9    „              „  90 27   0   0 

1,727  12   0 
Flos  valoation 1  18  6 


KB8ULT. 

Wheat  sold , 806  11  9 

Barky  sold,  £649  2s. ;  48|  coombs  osed  for 
seed,  at  17i.,  £41  8s.  9d. ;  21  coombs,  winter, 

atl5s.,£1515s.;  178  dross,  at  ISs., £115  14a,  82119  9 

Feasconsnmed , 76  19  0 

Peas  and  beans  ditto , 24  0  0 


1,729  10  6 
My  barley  was  very  inbrior,  and  nannies,  valne  £70,  wen 
worse  than  thrown  away ;  though  I  grew  ISAl  coombs,  the 
resolt,  u  you  see,  was  comsiderahly  below  tiie  69^  ao"*  ^ 
the  former  year.  Gentlemen,  I  most  apologiae  for  my  dii- 
coraive  paper,  and  at  the  aame  time  thank  yon  for  your  politi 
attention,  I  appeal  to  you  for  the  verdict— That  raese  fuia, 
running  over  so  manv  years,  indisputably  prove  that  Ikiming 
can  be  earned  on  with  good  lesolts  withMtbuUoeks. 

The  Chaibkan  asked  how  many  months  the  shesp  wsre 
kentintheyardF 

Mr.  FisoN  aaid  they  were  put  in  aa  aoon  aa  the  weather 
became  wintry,  and  kept  there  until  the  lambiog,  and  then 
they  were  diuted  off  as  he  had  explained. 

The  CHAiBMAif  said  he  should  like  to  hear  why  Bght  Und 
farmers  did  not  cany  out  Mr.  Fison's  mtem,  as  he  did  sot 
see  why  it  should  not  be  equally  soeeesarol.  He  was  soipiiied 
at  the  large  number  of  sheep  Mr.  Fison  kept  opon  260  acm 
of  land. 

Mr.  Hattxh  said  it  was  more  expensive  keeping  sheep  is 
the  yard  than  on  the  land,  and  he  dionld  like  to  know  tbe 
total  cost  of  keep  for  Mr.  Fison's  in  the  winter  months.  He 
kept  his  on  the  land,  and  it  oost  7s.  a-we^  to  feed  them,  bat 
Mr.  Fison's  coat  him  a  good  deal  more. 

Mr.  Fisov  said  his  coat  £1  2e.  8d. 

Bir.  HATnif  said  it  cost  more,  taking  into  consideration 
the  carting  of  the  roots  to  the  yards. 

The  Chaibmah  said  there  was  a  great  deal  of  extra  bbosr 
in  keeping  sheen  in  the  yard,  and  he  wanted  to  know  if  Mr. 
Fison  mclnded  that  in  hisavwage  per  acre. 

Mr.  Fison  said  eveiy  ferthing  for  labour  was  indeded  in 
his  caloolation,  and  it  was  a  great  deal  too  mneh.  He  wuted 
to  learn  whether  by  expending  money  in  thai  extra  labonr  he 
was  on  the  right  track. 

Mr.  MAKmLD  thoiurht  sheep  on  heavy  land  paid  better 
than  bolloeks,  and  Mr.  Iison  not  only  got  a  good  rstarn  for 
hiisheap,biitalBoagoodietainof  oom.  He  ahould  like  to 
know  how  nneh  lanTwaa  given  up  to  eheep. 

Mr.  Fisom  said  abovt  2o  aerea. 

Mr.  MAxrriBU)  nM  he  wet  of  c^iaioa  that  keepieg  sheep 
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ttligkilttdoBMr.  ]&Mi*t  ijitoii  vouU  not  do,  u  drawing 
tlM  xooti  off  UBpoveriihod  it  Mr.  Fbon  did  not  turn  on  the 
fev-eouw  ijrtom,  and  thatwMja  noint  to  be  ooniidered. 
Hw  findiBg  off  roote  on  hetiTj  laud  often  did  mon  ham  than 

Mr.  FnoK,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Hattan,  odd  hif  flock  was 
low  in  as  cood  a  state  as  erer  it  was. 

Mr.  S.  W.  Hunt  said  in  Bamingham  there  wss  land  tliat 
voeld  not  be  fimnd  in  auuiT  paiishas,  and  besides  Mr.  fison 
kept  piofiahia  sheep,  and  his  wss  altogether  an  eieeptional 
OSS,  sad  shoald  not  he  pot  forth  ss  an  average  one.  People 
wesld  be  led  to  snppoee  that  ikrming  wss  a  very  paying  oooa- 
pskioa,  bat  it  was  not  so.  Mr.  Fison's  land  was  far  saperior 
to  wmaj  peopled,  althoagh  there  was  great  ersdit  to  him  for 
whst  he  baa  done.    His  ^stem  woold  not  pay  on  an  average 

bUB. 

Mr.  FiaoH  said  he  had  some  Umd  on  his  furm  as  heavy  as 
SBv  is  the  eonntj.  • 

Mr.EiLiaiaoN:  Notmneh. 

Mr.  fiatm  aaid  there  were  ahont  04  aeres,  and  it  did  not 
prodsee  6  eoonibe  an  aere. 

Mr.  HkisiaoK  said  even  Ihat  was  not  to  be  compared  with 
mse  of  the  heavy  land  in  the  eoonty. 

The  CHAimMAir  said  Mr.  Fison's  night  be  good  hmd,  bat 
Mr.  Hont  said  it  was  veryweQ  managed,  and  that  might  apply 
to  maa^f  other  fimns.  He  saw  no  reason  why  they  shoidd 
rtttd  stin  at  a  foor-eooTM  ^stem  if  it  wss  not  the  best,  but 
that  wss  a  very  lane  question. 

Mr.  Hitut  said  msny  farmers,  if  their  landlords  would 
albw  them,  woold  be  glad  to  farm  on  another  system.  There 
were  many  who  conld  not,  like  Mr.  Fison,  farm  as  they  liked. 
Bat  they  most  remember  the  foor-coom  shift  of  the  present 
dsTwu  different  from  that  of  fifty  years  ago. 

ihB  Chaujcait  said  if  the  tenant^s  interest  was  advene  to 
the  landlord's,  there  was  an  end  to  the  question. 

Mr.  HuHT  said  farms  were  let  to  the  highest  bidder, 
withoot  any  tnqoiry  being  made  u  to  whether  the  tenaat  had 
ay  cspitsl  to  carry  them  on,  and  he  thoagfat  that  ought  not 
to  be.  If  a  tenant  had  capital,  then  he  ought  not  to  oe  tied 
down  to  the  foor-eoorse  system. 

Mr.  T^TLOK  asked  if  the  foor-course  system  deteriorated 
the  land  P  If  not  he  eouU  not  see  any  ohgeetion  to  keeping 
to  it. 


Mr.  Hasbisov  said  they  were  all  indebted  to  Mr.  Fison 
for  bringing  the  subject  before  them.  He  had  not  had  much 
eiperienee  in  fbeding  sheep  from  yards ;  but  what  he  had  had 
none  against  him.  If  sheep  were  kept  on  the  land,  there  wss 
the  mamnre  already  spread,  and  on  mixed  soU  and  light  land 
it  would  be  ruinous  ii  the  sheep  were  not  folded  on  the  land. 
Mr.  Fiion's  item  for  labour  was  vcsry  heavy.  Bj  the  request 
of  Mr.  Fison,  he  had  looked  into  his  (Mr.  Harrison's)  laooor 
aoeount,  and  he  found  that  firom  1833  to  1844  Ids  wages  were 
for  three  yean  9s.  a  week,  and  for  four  yean  10s.,  making  an 
avevaae  of  £1  9s.  lOd.  per  aere.  From  1863  to  1869  thev 
varied  from  9s.  to  lis.,  and  averaged  168.  4^.  per  aere ;  and 
Uus  wss  far  below  Mr.  Fison's  avenge,  for  his  labour  was 
very  heayv  compared  with  labour  throughout  the  countiy. 
As  to  the  lour-coarse  system  of  farming,  he  did  not  think  th^ 
could  beat  it,  and  on  land  of  the  description  of  Mr.  Fison's  it 
might  be  made  to  grow  something  in  the  fsUow  shift. 

Sir.  FiaoR  contended  that  hii  com  and  lamb  returns  were 
satisfietory,  and  lus  experience  after  three  yesn  was  that 
feeding  on  the  land  was  injurious  instead  of  beneficial.  As  to 
wa||es,  Mr.  Harrison's  averaged  £1 10s.  per  acre;  and  Us, 
which  included  a  fum  stewud  and  the  extra  carting,  only 
averaged  £1 18s.  9d.  The  foor-course  system  was  the  most 
simple ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  great  results  might  be  obtained 
by  rursBiag  u  he  did,  although  it  entailed  a  large  amoont  of 
labour.  Mil  form  had  been  formed  well  for  fif^  yam,  and 
that  made  a  great  difference. 

Mr.  HASuaoir  said  his  wages  were  beyond  the  regular 
avenge,  and  he  was  known  to  be  an  extravag^t  fkrmer. 
With  regard  to  what  had  been  said  about  tenant-right,  he  was 
not  of  opinion  that  it  was  landlord-wrong.  A  change  in  the 
preaent  tenant-right  was  neceasanr ;  and  although  he  wss  not 
so  much  in  favour  of  leases,  he  should  like  to  see  a  two  vean* 
notice,  sulyeet  to  all  improvemente,  being  made  by  the  in- 
coming tenant. 

Mr.  T.  QOLIMKITH  said  he  could  farm  his  hmd  as  he 
liked,  bat  he  woald  not  form  out  of  the  four-coorse  syrtem. 
He  tried  it  once  at  the  Dairy  Farm,  and  it  entirely  beat  him. 

The  Cbairkut  said  if  a  penon  who  hsd  not  much  capital 
did  not  fiurm  on  the  foor-oourse  q^stem  he  would  be  out  of 
pocket 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Fison  and  the  Chairman  dosed  the 
prooeedings. 


THE    SCOTCH    FAEMEBS    ON    THE    GAME    BILLS. 


At  a  speeial  meeting  of  the  Logic  and  Leoropt  Farmenf 
(aab,held  at  Bridge  of  Allan,  to  consider  the  Game  Bills  at 
piSHat  before  Fkrhament,  Mr.  Wm.  Henderson,  Craigamhall, 
ta  the  chair. 

The  CHiJmiiAif  said :  The  rmolution  which  has  been  put 
iato  my  hands  to  move  is,  **  That  the  Bill  brought  into  Far- 
htaeat  by  the  Lord  Advocate  and  Seeratary  Bruce,  intituled 
iBQl  to  amend  and  assimilate  in  certain  reepeeto  the  laws  of 
Baghad  and  of  Scotland  rdating  to  game  be  opposed  and 
rgeeted."  We  have  heard  much  of  late  of  the  curiosities  of 
the  Game-laws,  but  how  such  men  as  Lord  Advocate  Young 
asd  Seeretary  Bruce,  both  representetives  of  Sooteh  con- 
ftitaeadea,  should  ever  think  of  passing  sneh  a  Bill  is  past  my 
comprehension.  It  is  sailed  a  BUI  to  amend  the  laws  rdating 
to  game.    Its  amendments,  if  anyr  are  altogether  in  fovonr  of 


the  laadlord,  a  game-preserfer,  end  aaainst  the  tenant.  It 
■ell  out  with  a  flourish,  that  **  the  sde  right  of  takins  or 
UUiag  game  shall  belong  to  the  tenant.'*  v  ei7  good,  inaised, 
lad  9B&  as  much  as  oould  be  expected ;  but  hen  comes  the 
gvn,  **  anlesi  expreesly  reserved  by  the  landlord.*'  This  right 
to  reaerve  by  the  landlord  ie  at  the  root  of  all  the  mischief, 
ted  IS  hmg  as  this  power  of  reservation  is  allowed  to  the 
hadioid,  the  rest  of  the  Bill  goee  for  notiiing.  The  late  Lord 
Adroeate  (Mr.  Moncrieff),  when  in  Farliament,  told  the  House 
tint  gasM  wu  the  property  of  no  one.  There  is  really  some- 
tbiag  eorioos  about  these  Game-laws,  which  no  urdinaiy 
aortal  can  possibly  undentand.  Why  give  the  power  oif 
raerring  the  game  to  the  landlord,  or  rather  tiie  power  to 
prereal  the  kifiing  of  game,  when  it  actually  does  not  belong 
hUm?  ByHufBOlitha  pown bong iwl  letained  to  the 


landlord  to  reeerve  the  game,  the  tenant  will  have  to  foed 
animals  having  no  rightfol  owner,  and  yet  the  landlord  has 
the  power  to  prevent  him  killing  them  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  lus  proper^.  Can  anything  be  mon  absurd  than 
thisP  A^d  as  game  is  known  to  travel  ht  in  search  of  food, 
the  better  and  sweeter  the  tenant's  clover,  the  more  hares  and 
nbbite  will  he  have  to  eat  it ;  and  the  thicker  he  sows  his 
corn,  the  more  winged  same  he  will  have  to  pick  it  up.  This 
reserving  power  of  the  landbrd  seems  to  me  snflicient  cause 
why  the  Qub  should  oppoae  the  Bill,  and  do  all  in  its  power 
to  prevent  such  a  contemptible  piece  of  would-be  legiilation 
from  passing  into  law ;  and  I  do  thenfon  move  accordingly. 

Bfr.  AJVDSKaoN  fWestlees)  aaid:  I  beg  to  second  the 
motion.  Snrely  the  learned  Lord  Advocate  was  not  awan  of 
the  state  of  feeling  in  the  country  in  regard  to  the  Oamo-kws 
when  he  brought  in  his  Bill  to  amend  them,  otherwise  I 
oonsider  his  Bill  to  be  rather  an  insult  to  agriculturiste  than  a 
remedy  for  their  grievances,  and  therefore  should  be  strenuously 
opposed,  for  few  farmen  would  venton  to  enter  the  Court  of 
Sesuon  against  their  proprieton. 

Mr.  fxAT  (Msnor)  said:  The  motion  that  has  Just  been 
paised  shows  what  we  wish  to  avoid ;  the  one  I  have  to 
propose  is  what  we  ought  to  do,  which  is  as  follows :  '<  That 
Mr.  Loch's  Bill  be  approved  of,  and  a  petition  in  fovonr  of  it 
to  the  House  of  Commons  forthwith  sent  to  Mr.  Campbell, 
M.F.  for  the  Burgh  of  Stirling."  Of  the  four  game  BUli  at 
preeent  befon  Parliament  anent  the  Oame-Uws,  Mr.  Loch's 

r  Ban  to  be  the  most  eouitable  one  for  all  parties ;  it  protecte 
interest  of  both  landlord  and  tenant,  and  prevente  the  one 
par^  ttQW^  «nduly  taking  idnata^  of  the  otiier.    It  does 
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uot  ibtArfere  with  winded  game,  which  affords  mMt  sport  to 
the  sportsman,  and  it  difests  the  landlord's  ri^ht  in  fiavonr  of 
the  tenant  to  kill  the  bares  and  rabbits,  which  oommit  the 
chief  iojaiy  on  the  crops,  and  incur  so  mnch  distnut  and  bad 
feelinff  between  landlord  and  tenant.  The  ckuse  making  it 
illesai  for  the  landlord  to  daim  the  right  to  the  hares  and 
rabbits  on  the  land  let  to  the  tenant  can,!  think,  on  tlie  score 
of  interference  with  the  liberty  of  bargain-making,  be  easily 
got  over,  beeanse  it  is  jnst  a  clause  for  preventing  the  powerfol 
taking  nnlkir  advanta^  of  the  weak.  Many  parallel  enact- 
ments are  at  present  in  operation  and  work  weU.  It  should 
also  be  keot  in  mind  that  our  importations  of  grain  are  very 
considerable  and  yearly  increasing,  and  it  seems  right  that  the 
law  should  step  in  and  prerent  owners  of  the  soil  nom  making 
an  abuse  of  its  capabilities,  or  turning  the  Und  into  little 
account  when  the  country  stands  in  neea  of  its  anq^t  croos. 
Another  part  of  the  bill  puts  an  end  to  oontraots  alraady  maoe, 
protecting  the  hares  and  rabbits,  but  aifords  full  compensation 
to  the  landlord  1^  the  tenant,  so  the  landlord  meets  with  no 
pecuniary  loss  by  the  change.  There  is  another  very  good 
dense  allowing  compensation  for  damage  caused  by  an  undue 
number  rearea  hj  owners  or  tenants  of  adjoining  lands,  and 
like  the  smoke  arising  from  chemical  works,  creating  a  nuisance 
all  round.  The  clause  is  applicable  to  this  distnct :  it  also 
provides  that  allprosecutions  under  the  Oame-laws  should  be 
before  the  Sheriff-Substitute  of  the  county,  and  not  cognisable 
by  Justices  of  the  Peace,  thereby  doing  away  with  the  double 
part  acted  by  the  justices  of  being  a  party  in  and  judge  of  the 


same  case.  The  Bill  contains  some  other  useful  clauses,  aad 
aitcaether  I  think  we  should  petition  in  its  Csvour. 

m,  James  M*Luiin  (Spittal)  said :  The  veaolntion  which 
has  jnst  been  proposed  by  my  respected  friend,  Mr.  Feat,  to 
support  Mr.  Locn*s  Bill  now  before  the  House  of  CommoDa 
for  modif)rinff  and  improring  the  Game-laws  in  this  oonntiy 
does,  as  I  bdiere,  give  general  salu&ctionto  the  grsatbo^ 
of  praotical  fanners.  It  does  come  short  in  some  points,  but 
upon  the  whole  I  am  persuaded  that  were  Mr.  Loch's  Bill,  in 
its  present  form,  passed  into  law,  it  would  have  the  efBoot  of 
settling  in  a  great  measure  that  long  veied  question  between 
landlord  and  tenant  which  has  for  mauT  years  been  ttie  oaose 
of  so  much  unpleasant  and  unprofitable  Utigi^n  betweea 
these  parties  on  that  account,  and  also  as  a  general  pubUc 
good  I  have  much  pleasure  in  seconding  Mr.  Peat* s  motioa. 

Mr.  WiiroATS  (Comtown) :  In  this  Tear's  Budget,  the 
ChanoeUor  of  the  Bichequflr  mm  announced  that  it  is  intsndei 
to  repeal  the  game  licences,  and  to  impose  a  tnz  upon  gus 
instMd  of  them.  As  thne  is  no  exemption  on  behalf  of 
guns  used  bv  frrmers  for  the  protection  of  their  com  aad 
green  crops  from  iii^niy  by  rooks,  ruTens,  wild  pigeons,  aad 
other  destructive  biras  not  under  the  protection  of  law,  I  beg 
to  moTC  that  a  representation  be  sent  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  urging  upon  him  the  propriety  and  justice  of 
exempting  guns  from  said  tax  which  are  so  employed  for  the 
protection  of  the  said  crops— the  main  necessaries  of  Hfe. 

Mr.  Jxias  Finl^tson  (Pendreich)  seconded  the  motioB, 
which  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 


FABOGHIAL    ASSESSMENTS^ 


The  following  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  Edwabd  Btdx  at  a 
meeting  of  the  institution  of  Surveyors,  Mr.  B.  C.  Driver  in 
the  chair : 

This  paper  contains  a  description  of  the  yarions  kinds  of 
property  in  respect  of  which  poor  rates  are  levied,  and  the 
manner  of  valuing  that  property  for  the  assessment.  Propoty 
to  be  expressly  liable  to  the  jMor  rate  under  the  statute  of 
Elixabeth  must  be  "  locally  within  the  parish ;"  "  visible  within 
the  parish ;"  and,  **  productiTe  of  a  private  profit  within  the 
parish."  Briefly  it  may  be  described  as— 1.  Lands  (in  occu- 
pation) in  the  parish.  2.  Houses  (in  occupation)  in  the 
parish.  8.  Tithes  inappropriate  and  propriations  of  tithes 
arising  within  the  parish.  4.  Coal  mines  (in  occupation)  in 
the  parish.  6.  Saleable  underwoods  in  thenarish.  All  the 
lands  in  occupation  in  a  parish,  except  woodlands,  are  rate- 
able ;  but  the  word  "  lands"  in  the  statute  dofs  not  appear  to 
carry  the  usual  legal  meaning  of  that  word,  because  it  cannot 
indudehonses,  as  they  are  separately  refierred  to  therein.  The 
words  "  lands  and  houses,"  together,  have  been  hdd  to  indude 
all  descriptions  of  landed  property  used  for  any  purpose  above 
the  surface  of  the  ground,  excepting  that  of  growing  wood  and 
timber.  These  products  of  the  land  have  ahrays  been  held  to 
be  exempt,  because  "  saleable  underwoods  "  are  spedally  made 
liable.  In  the  same  manner,  as  regards  things  bebw  the  sur- 
face of  the  soil,  the  courts  of  law  have  always  hdd  that  all 
mines,  other  than  coal  mines,  were  intended  to  be  exempted 
from  poor-rate,  because  *'coal  mines"  are  speciaUy  by  name 
made  liable  (Bex  v,  Sedgtey,  2  B.  and  A.  78).  This  speciality 
has  raised  a  diffioultv.  It  has  been  necessaiv  for  the 
courts  to  determine  where  land,  which  is  rateable,  ended, 
and  a  mine,  which  is  not  rateable,  began.  In  the  case 
of  Eex  V.  St.  Austell  (reported  in  6  B.  and  A.  698),  it 
was  heU  that  a  part  of  the  produce  of  a  mine  (not  a  coal 
mine)  reserved  to  the  owner  was  subject  to  the  rate— not  as  a 
mine,  but  as  a  reservation  of  the  soil  or  land  itself— and  the 
owner  was  hdd  to  be  rateable  as  oceqiying  the  land.  In  the 
case  of  Boi  v,  Sed^ey,  Lord  Tentoden  thus  described  the 
difficulty  he  fdt  in  attempting  to  reconcile  the  judidal  dicta 
on  this  subject :  **  The  whole  mine,  not  being  a  coal  mine,  is 
exempt.  If  the  owner  works  the  mine  and  takes  the  whole 
prodnee,  he  is  not  rateable  for  i^  either  as  a  mine  or  land.  If 
he  lets  it  to  an  occupier,  nservbg  a  rent,  the  occupier  is  not 
rateable  for  it  dther  as  mine  or  land,  nor  is  tiie  owner  liable, 
no  one  bdng  rateable  for  a  mere  rent.  But  if  the  owner  lets 
it,  reserving  a  part  of  the  produce,  that  part  is  held  to  be  land, 


although  the  whole  mine,  or  the  whole  of  its  produce  is  not 
land,  uid  the  owner  is  rateable  for  this  part  of  the  mine  as 
occupier  of  hmd,  though  he  wodd  not  be  rateable  for  it  if  be 
occupied  and  worked  Uie  whole  and  took  directly  the  whole 
produce."  In  the  ease  of  Bex  p.  £arl  Pomfret  (5  M.  and  S. 
189),  it  was  hdd  that  ore  of  a  lead  mine,  reserred  by  the 
owner,  which  had  to  be  smdted  before  it  was  rendered, 
was  not  a  portion  of  the  soil,  and  not  snlqect  to  the  rate.  And 
in  the  case  of  Bex  v.  Tiemayoe  (4  B.  and  A.  162),  it  was 
hdd  that  where  the  reservation  to  the  owner  was  the  vdue  in 
money  of  a  portion  of  a  mine,  other  than  a  coal  mine,  the 
owner  is  not  rateable  for  that.  In  the  case  of  the  Telargoeh 
Mining  Company  v.  St.  Asaph  Union,  it  was  held  that  the 
appellants  were  rateable  to  the  poor  rate  in  respect  of  the 
occupation  of  a  stream,  which  th^  had  diverted  from  its  na- 
tural course  for  the  purpose  of  working  the  machineiy  con- 
nected with  a  lead  mine  which  was  not  rateable.  The  water- 
course was  about  a  mile  and  a  hdf  in  lensth,  being  partly 
open,  partly  tunnelled,  and  for  about  850  yards  in  pipes.  The 
company  were  owners  of  part  of  the  land  occupied  bj  the 
water  course,  and  part  of  it  they  rented.  The  land  was  held 
to  be  enhanced  in  ydue  by  its  capability  of  conveying  water 
and  not  exempt  from  rateability  by  reason  of  its  connection 
with  a  lead  mine.  Operations  involving  the  consumption  oi 
the  body  ot  the  soil  itsd^  but  which  do  not  amount  to  mining, 
render  the  land  operated  on  subject  to  the  rate.  For  ex- 
ample, stone  quarries,  lime  works,  sUte  works,  salt  works, 
pottenes,  brickfidds,  pits  of  fdlers'  earth,  sand,  marl,  and 
gravd  have  all  been  hdd  to  be  rateable,  but  with  this  distinct 
qualification— that  if  the  minerals  cannot  be  got  without  in- 
volving a  mining  operation,  then  they  are  not  rateable.  To 
enumerate  all  the  purposes  for  which  lands  can  be  so  occnpied 
as  to  be  rateable  would,  in  these  days,  dmost  amount  to  an 
impossibility.  There  are  lands  used  for  agrieulturd  purposes, 
accommodation  lands,  building  lands^  railways,  private  roads 
and  ways,  canals,  reeervoiis,  cEocks,  gas  works,  water  works, 
markets,  yards,  wharves,  blMohing  grounds,  fisheries,  &c.  As 
rejgards  navigation  and  fishing,  a  mere  right  over  the  water, 
without  an  interest  in  the  land,  is  not  rateable.  The  right  of 
shooting  over  land  occasionally  complicates  questions  con- 
cerning the  rateability  of  the  respective  occupiers  of  the  land 
and  the  shooting.  It  was  clearly  laid  down  in  the  case  of  the 
Queen  v.  Battle  Union  (L.  B.,  vol.  2,  p.  8)  that,  where  an 
owner  retains  in  his  own  occupation  woodland,  but  lets  the 
right  of  shooting  over  it  with  a  neighbouring  nanaioii,   he  )'• 
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ntoiUe  lor  the  had  and  the  ahootuig,  on  the  groimd  that  the 
riskt  to  take  game  ia  an  incident  to  the  oocopation  of  the 
Jnd,  and  that  he  derives  a  benefit,  not  from  taking  the  game 
JuomU^  bat  from  a  peeoniaiy  reoompenae  made  to  him  for 
■noving  Kime  one  eUe  to  take  it.  Hit  oocapaUon  of  the 
voodlud  it  prodnetiTe  to  him  of  a  ▼aloe  enhanced  by  the 
net  iriiich  he  leoeivei  for  the  shooting.  The  ease  of  Big,  v. 
Thorbtom  was  of  a  different  character.  The  landowner  had 
lei  a  frrm  to  one  man,  and  had  granted  the  right  of  shooting 
om  the  &nn  to  another.  It  was  held  that  the  oocopier  or 
the  frrm  is  to  be  rated  only  for  the  bare  oocnpation  of  the 
had  (38  L.  J.,  M.  C,  106).  The  right  of  shooting  alone 
vithont  the  ooeopatioa  of  land»  or  wifliout  connection  with 
some  rateable  subject,  is  not  rateable.  This  was  de- 
cided in  the  ease  of  the  Overseers  of  Hilton  and  Wake- 
fidd,  and  the  Oveneeis  of  the  Township  of  Bowes  (L. 
B.,  ToL  1,  p.  359).  It  was  there  laid  down  that^  in  order  to 
laake  a  pcnon  rateable  to  the  poor  rate,  he  most  be  the  occn- 
pkr  of  some  sabject  matter  which  is  itself  rateable ;  bat  the 
nteabfe  valne  of  the  solyeet  matter  may  be  enhanced  bv  some- 
thing which  is  incident  to  the  occnpation,  though  not  m  itself 
ntcaUe,  soeh  u  the  right  of  shooting.  The  case  was  a  very 
peealiar  one.  Hie  wastes  of  a  manor  had  been  oon- 
verted  into  a  stinted  pastare  nnder  an  inclosnre  award ; 
bat  the  rights  to  minerals  and  of  shooting  were  left  in  the 
kwds.  Thna  the  right  of  shooting  has  been  severed 
from  the  ownership,  as  well  as  the  occupancy  of  the  soil. 
&)riags  of  water  are  rateable  in  the  sense  that  thev  enhance 
the  valoe  of  the  lands  in  which  they  arise.  In  the  case  of 
B.  V.  Miller  (3  Cowp.  69),  Lord  Blansfield  said :  **The  valae 
of  the  foor  acres  of  land  arises  partly  from  the  building  and 
partly  from  the  sprins  that  produces  the  mineral  water." 
In  the  case  of  Bea  v,  riew  Biver  Company,  the  land  in  the 
parish  of  Amwell  was  of  the  value  of  £6  only ;  but,  it  had  a 
spring  in  it,  which  enabled  the  company  by  means  of  pipes  to 
bring  water  to  London,  and  which  increased  tiie  value  of  the 
kad.  The  land  with  this  nring  in  it  was  therefore  rated  at 
£300,  although  the  water  aume  would  not  have  been  rateable 
at  an,  and  the  land  alone  would  only  have  been  rated  at  £5. 
The  rateabilil^  of  *'  lands'*  may  be  very  fairly  summed  up  by 
the  **  mis  of  thumb"  of  our  anoesters,  viz.,  that  everything  in 
the  parish  which  can  be  seen  is  rateable  except  woods,  other 
than  saleaUe  underwoods,  prorided  always  Uiat  there  is  a 
bcBffirial  use  and  occupation  made  of  them^  and  that  they  do 
not  belong  to  the  Crown.  '*  Houseai"  bein|f  expressly  men- 
tioaed  in  the  Aot^  in  the  same  way  that  ooal  mines  and  saleable 
■nderwoods  are  mentioned,  it  might  have  been  supposed,  as  in 
the  case  of  other  mines  and  other  woods,  that  houses  only  are 
rateahle  and  other  buildings  exempt  But,  if  ever  such  a  oon- 
atreetion  has  been  contenoed  for,  it  has  not  been  held  to  be 
hw.  An  houaes,  whether  the  dwellings  of  man.  cattle,  or 
animal^  are  subject  to  the  rate.  So  are  bams  ana  granaries 
for  tiie  noosing  of  com  or  prodooe,  imrehouaes,  lighthouses,ma- 
ehinehopaes,  and  the  Hke.  So  also  are  kUns,  furnaces,  foetories, 
mifls,  bridges,  and  erections  of  every  kind,  with  the  following 
eieeption,  via.,  property  occupied  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Crown.    Neither  the  Crown,  nor  the  King,  nor  the  Queen, 


bein^  named  in  the  Act  of  Elizabeth,  is  Dound  by  the  Act , 
and  it  has  been  ^held  to  follow  that  lands  or  houaes  occnpiea 
by  the  Crovn^^r  for  the  pnrposa  of  the  Crown,  are  not  liable 
to  be  mted.  This  principle  exempts  from  rates  not  only  royid 
udaees,  but  also  the  offices  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  Uie 
Horse  Guards,  the  Poet  Office,  and  many  similar  buildings. 
Folioe  Courts.  County  Courts,  and  even  County  buildings 
occupied  as  lodgings  at  the  Assizes  for  the  Judges,  have  beoi 
held  to  be  exempt  on  the  ground  that,  in  effect,  the  Crown  is 
in  occapatioa  by  public  servants,  carrying  out  toe  purpoees  of 
the  Government  of  the  oountiy.  The  Qpieen  is  the  fountain  of 
jostice  to  aB  subjects  of  the  realm,  and  buildings  which  are 
necessarily  occupied  for  the  purpose  of  administering  justice 
and  cognate  oinecta,  are  within  the  exception,  as  buildings 
really  occupied  for  the  discharge  of  duties  arising  out  of  the 
prerogatives  of  tiie  Crown.  The  Queen  i*.  St.  Martin's, 
Leionter  Qj.  R.,  vol.  2,  p.  498).  The  Qaeen  r.  Castle  View, 
Leicester  (L.  E.,  vol.  2,  p.  407).  Bat.  nevertheless,  in  the 
caae  of  the  Justices  of  Lancasoire  ana  the  Overseers  of  the 
Township  of  Cheetham  (Law  Reports,  Q.  B.  Cases,  voL  8,  p. 
14),  it  was  held  that  baildiogs  used  as  courts,  lodgings  for  Her 
HiQca^s  Judges  and  other  officers,  lock-ups,  and  all  other 
«iccommodation  necessary   for  carrying  on   the  civil   and 


criminal  business  of  the  Assizes  -,  but,  out  of  which  a  profit  is 
made  by  letting  portions  of  such  building  to  the  Corpontion 
of  a  town,  notwithstandinff  the  Corpontion  use  the  building 
for  public  purposes,  are  liable  to  be  nted  in  respect  of,  and  to 
the  extent  of  the  profit  received,  whatever  the  occupation  may 
be.  Churches,  chapels,  and  other  places  exclusively  appro- 
priated to  public  religious  worship  are  also  exempt.  But  the 
exemption  does  not  apply  to  any  part  of  such  churches, 
chapels,  or  premises  which  are  not  so  exclusively  appro- 
priated, and  from  which  parts  not  so  exclusively  appropriated 
some  person  receives  rent,  or  derives  profit  or  advantage  TS  & 
4  W.  IV.,  ch.  80).  Tenements  and  hereditaments  including 
lands,  which  are  the  property  of  and  in  the  occupation  of  a 
Municipal  Corporation  in  which  the  limits  of  the  parish  are 
co-extensive  with  the  limits  of  the  city  or  borough,  and  in 
which  city  or  borough  the  poor  are  relieved  b^  one  entire  poor 
rate,  are  exempted  from  poor  rates,  because  it  was  considered 
that  the  imposition  of  the  rate  on  the  borough  property  would 
be  of  no  advantage  to  the  boroogh,  as  the  same  parties  would 
be  both  receivers  and  payers  of  the  rate  (4  &  5  Vict,  ch.  48). 
But,  although  this  view  was  correct  as  resrarded  the  par- 
ticular parish  or  borough ;  yet,  if  such  parish  now  forms  one 
of  a  union  of  parishes  assessable  to  the  common  funds  of  the 
union,  according  to  the  rateable  value  of  the  property  com- 
prised therein,  under  the  Union  Chargeabilitv  Act,  2B  &  20 
Vict.,  ch.  79,  tliere  are  reasonable  grounds  oi  complaint  on 
behalf  of  the  other  parishes  in  the  union,  as  the  exemption  of 
tlie  Corporation  property  in  the  one  parish  disturbs  the 
equality  of  the  basis  upon  which  the  contributions  of  the 
several  parishes  are  foimded.  Notwithstanding  this,  it  has 
been  held  in  the  case  of  the  Queen  v.  Mavor  of  Oldham  (L. 
B.,  Q.  B.  Cases,  vol.  8,  p.  474)  that  such  proper^  ia  still 
exempt,  so  that  it  is  probable  that  the  question  will  be  liti- 
gated anin,  and  this  particular  exemption  will  soon  be 
abolished.  Societies  established  exdusivel^r  for  purposes  of 
science,  literature,  or  the  fine  arts  are  specially  exempted  by 
statute  from  county,  borough,  paroehial,  and  other  local  rates ; 
prorided,  nevertlieless,  that  each  of  such  societies  shall  be 
supported,  wholly  or  in  part,  by  annual  voluntary  contributions, 
anid  shall  not,  and  by  its  laws  may  not,  make  any  dividend, 
gift,  division,  or  bonus  in  money  unto  or  between  any  of  ita 
memben ;  and  prorided  also  that  it  obtain  a  certificate  from 
the  barrister  appointed  to  certify  the  rules  of  friendly  societies 
(6  fc  7  Vict,  ch.  86).  But  it  has  been  held  that  the  statute 
exempts  the  society  and  not  its  property ;  so  that,  if  the  society 
is  rated,  its  members  must  appeal  (Q.  v.  Justices  of  Birming- 
ham, 18  L.  J.,  B.  M.  C,  88).  The  linneean  Society,  incor- 
porated for  Ihe  cultivation  m  the  adenoe  of  natural  histoiy  and 
for  the  promotion  of  every  kind  of  improvement  in  arts  and 
sciences,  has  been  held  to  be  exempt  (Liniuean  Society  of 
London  v.  St  Anne's,  Westminster,  28  L.  J.,  R.  M.  C,  148). 
So  also  has  an  institution  for  the  collection  and  maintenance 
of  a  library  of  books  for  the  use  of  the  memben  and  of  persons 
who  subscribed  for  the  occarion  only.  But,  an  institution 
established  partly  for  the  amusement  of  its  members,  such  as 
a  concert  haU,  built  and  supported  by  subscription;  or  a 
library,  a  part  of  which  is  applied  to  the  reading  of  news- 
papers, is  not  exempt  (Qp  v.  Brandt,  20  L.  J..  R.  M.  C ,  119 ; 
Q.  9.  Qaskell.  21  L.  J.,  R.  H.  C,  29 ;  Russell  InsUtution  v. 
St.  Oiles'-in-the-Fields,  28  L.  J.,  R.  M.  C,  65).  A  mechanics* 
institution,  some  of  whose  rooms  are  occasionally  let  out  for 
concerts,  lectures,  and  puUio  meetings,  is  not  exempt  (Purvis 
V.  Trail,  18  L.  J.,  R.  M.  C,  57) ;  nor  is  a  subscription  library, 
if  a  part  of  its  premises  are  let  off  to  another  scientific  society 
{Earl  of  Clarendon  r.  St  James',  Westminster,  20  L.  J.,  R. 
H.  C,  218).  National  schools,  hospitals,  dispensaries,  and 
other  similar  properties  held  for  public  purposes  only,  where 
the  trustees  derive  no  personal  pecnniarjr  profit  for  themselvee, 
have,  until  very  recently,  been  considered  to  be  exempt 
from  rates ;  but  the  case  of  the  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour 
Board  v.  Jones  and  another  (80  L.  J..  M.  C,  239),  carried  by 
appeal  from  a  judgment  of  the  Exchequer  Chamber  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  has  established  the  contrary  role.  Six  of  the 
judges  assisted  the  Peen  when  the  argument  was  heard,  of 
whom,  five  expressed  opinions  that  the  exemption  could  not 
be  supported.  The  remaining  judge  considered  that  tiie 
exemption  had  been  established  by  a  long  current  of  autho- 
rities, and  oould  not  now  be  reiected.  Since  this  decision 
was  given,  "The  Sunday  and  Ragged  Schools  (Exemption 
from  luting)  Act,  1869,    has  been  passedi  by  which  every 
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aathority,  hAving  power  to  impoM  or  levy  any  rate,  say 
exempt  from  the  payment  of  aoy  rate  for  any  porpose  whatever 
anv  bailding  or  part  of  a  building  used  excloaiTely  as  a  Sunday 
school  or  raggea  school.  Much  litigation  has  arisen,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  assessment  of  bnildings,  conoerning  the 
rateability  of  fixtures,  trade  plant,  and  machinery.  It  was 
decided  in  the  case  Eeg.  9.  Southampton  Dock  Company  (20 
L.  J.,  M.  C,  162)  that  buildings  to  which  machinery  is 
attached  for  the  purposes  of  trade,  are  assessable  to  the  extent 
of  their  existing  value,  as  combined  with  the  machinery, 
whether  such  machinery  be  real  or  personalproperty.  In  the 
case  of  the  Qaeen  v.  IsoTih  Staffordshire  Railway  Company 
(30  L.  J.,  H.  C,  68)  it  was  decided  that  "  things  so  attached 
to  the  freehold  as  to  become  part  of  it,*'  and  "  things  which, 
thouc^h  capable  of  being  removed,  are  yet  so  far  attached  as 
that  it  is  intended  they  shall  remain  permanently  connected 
with  the  railway  or  the  premises  usea  with  it,  and  remain 
permanent  appendages  to  it,  as  essential  to  its  working,*'  are 
rateable.  In  the  case  of  the  Oneen  v.  The  Phoenix  Qt»  Light 
and  Coke  Company  (L.  R.,  vol.  1,  p.  241)  it  was  decided  that 
the  retorts,  purifiers,  gas  holders,  steam  engines,  and  boilers 
are  parts  of  the  works  which  are  absolutely  necessary  to  the 
manufacture  of  gas,  which  is  the  purpose  of  the  company's 
undertaking ;  that  it  was  intended,  when  those  things  were 
erected,  that  they  should  remain  permanently  connected  with 
the  premises,  and  that  they  shoida  remain  permanent  appen- 
dages  to  it,  as  essential  to  its  working ;  and,  if  not  forming 
part  of  the  freehold,  they  are  still  so  nr  connected  with  it  as 
to  be  intended  to  be  permanently  attached  to  it,  and,  there- 
fore, they  ought  to  be  taken  into  account,  in  determining  the 
rateable  value  of  the  land  and  premises.  Without  the  tetorts, 
purifiers,  steam  engines,  and  gas  holders  the  premises  would  be 
worthless  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  erected:  the 
building  would  not  be  a  gas  manufactory  at  all.  All  these 
tilings  are  fixed,  and  so  mr  annexed  as  to  be  intended  to  be 
permanent,  and,  being  really  necessary  for  the  use  of  the 
premises  as  gas  works,  they  therefore  form  part  of  the  rateable 
Bul^ect.  So  in  the  ease  of  a  railway,  although  the  sleepers 
are  in  no  wa^  fastened  to  the  ground,  but  are  laid  on  and 
packed  up  m  ballast,  and  the  nuls  are  hud  on  and 
bolted  to  the  sleepers  only,  nevertheless,  it  has  been  held  that 
they  form  as  many  parts  of  the  rateable  hereditament,  as  does 
a  house,  the  foundations  of  which  only  rest  upon  a  bed  of 
concrete  (Great  Western  Railway  v.  Melksham,  J.  P.,  vol.  84, 
p.  102).  Utensils  in  trade  and  furniture  are  not  rateable. 
The  meters  of  a  gu  oorapany  were  held,  in  the  Phoenix  Gas 
case  already  referred  to,  to  be  mere  ordinary  chattels,  kept 
for  the  purpose  of  measuring  the  gas,  and  in  no  sense  ptut 
of  the  gas  works.  In  the  North  Staffordshire  Railway 
case,  things  moveable,  such  as  office  and  stetion  furniture, 
were  held  to  be  chattels,  and  not  rateable.  In  manv  cases, 
such  things  as  a  mirror  fixed  to  a  wall  have  been  held  to  be 
furniture,  and  not  rateable ;  but,  a  billiard  table  fixed  to  a  floor 
has  been  held  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  house  to  which  it 
was  attached,  and  in  that  way  to  become  rateable.  Power 
looms  in  a  silk  mill,  portable  and  continually  moved  from 

Slaee  to  place,  but  steadied  by  their  feet  being  screwed  to  the 
ooring,  are  not  rateable  TReg.  v.  Overseers  of  Halstead,  J.P., 
1 867,  p.  373) .  It  was  held  that,  although  such  fixtures  are  no 
doubt  fixed  to  the  freehold,  they  are,  neverthdess,  not 
so  fixed  as  to  make  them  part  of  the  freehold,  so  that 
on  a  demise  they  would  pass  with  the  premises.  "  Tithes  im- 
propriate" are  those  which  have  been  severed  from  a  benefice, 
and  are  now  payable  to  some  lay  person  or  corporation. 
"  Propriations,  or  "  tgtprcpriafioHs  of  (Uhesr  are  titiies 
severed  from  a  benefice,  and  annexed  to  a  spiritual  corpora- 
tion. These  are  the  only  description  of  tithes  expressly  re- 
ferred to  in  the  statute  of  Elixaoeth ;  but,  aU  tithes  ansing 
within  the  parish  are  rateable,  and,  every  rent-charge  payable 
instead  of  such  tithes,  is  subject  to  all  rates  and  taxes,  in  lUce 
manner,  as  the  tithes  commuted  for  such  rent-chaive  have 
heretofore  been  subject  (6  &  7  Wm.,  ch.  71,  s.  69;.  Ckwl 
mnesjin  occupation  in  the  parish,  are  rateable  for  what  they 
produce ;  that  is  to  say,  at  such  a  sum  as  they  would  let  for. 
But,  as  has  been  already  explained  under  the  head  of  hmd, 
aU  other  mines  have  been  held  to  be  exempt,  because  coal 
mines  are  especiaUv  made  liable.  Saleable  underwoods :  The 
stetote  of  Euzabeth  especially  refers  to  saleable  underwoods, 
and  specially  makes  them  rateable.  In  the  early  cases,  sale- 
able underwoods  were  defined  as  being  **  wood  which  grows 


expeditiously,  sends  np  many  shoote  from  one  itool,  Ae  root 
remainittff  perfect,  from  which  the  shoote  are  cut,  and  nrodoe- 
ing  new  shoote,  and  so  yielding  a  sncoession  of  pro&to.*  But, 
in  a  recent  case,  Lord  Fitehardiage  «.  Pritehett  (Law  Rep., 
Q.  B.  Cases,  voL  2,  p.  141),  Mr.  Justice  MeUor  has  very 
diearly  defined  what  woods  are  saleable  underwoods  within  the 
meaning  of  the  statute  of  Elizabeth.  He  says,  **  the  question 
does  not  depend  upon  whether  the  woods  consist  of  what  are 
timber  trees,  either  by  general  or  local  custom  ;  the  nature 
and  quality  of  the  wood  is  not  the  test ;  but,  wherever  the 
woods  are  treated  so  as  to  raise  successive  crops  from  the  saaifi 
rooto  and  stools,  and,  whether  the  crops  ripen,  and  are  cut  at 
intervals  of  ten,  fifteen,  or  even  thirty  years,  is  immaterial; 
or,  whether  the  woods  consist  of  oak,  ash,  or  elm,  which  are 
universally  timber  trees ;  or,  of  beech,  which  may  be  timber 
by  custom ;  or,  wiUow,  the  stools  of  which  can  be  and  are  so 
treated  as  to  produce  a  succession  of  saleable  crope :  in  such 
cases,  the  woods  are  saleable  underwoods."  Mode  of  valmtM^ 
property  liable  (0  be  rated:  There  are  two  eetimates  required 
oy  the  statute  6  &  7  W.  lY.,  c.  96,  which  regulates  parochial 
assessmente,  vix.,  *'  gross  estimated  rental"  and  **  reteaUe 
vadue."  The  former  is  the  rent  at  which  the  property  might 
reasonably  be  expected  to  let  from  year  to  year,  the  tenant 

S lying  all  usual  tenant's  rates  and  taxes  and  tithe  oommnta- 
on  rent-charge  (if  any),  the  landlord  bearing  tiie  cost  of 
repairs  and  insurance  and  other  expenses  (if  any)  necessaiyto 
maintain  the  premises  in  a  state  to  command  sndi  rent.  The 
rateable  value  is  so  much  of  the  gross  estimated  rental  as 
remains  after  deducting  therefrom  the  probable  average  annoal 
cost  of  the  repairs,  insurance  and  other  expenses  necessary  to 
maintain  them  in  a  state  to  command  such  rent,  as  aforesaid. 
The  actuid  words  of  the  statute  are  very  simple  when  under- 
stood ;  but,  it  is  probable  that  no  words  in  any  statate 
were  ever  more  misunderstood,  or  ever  caused  more  eonfrision 
and  gave  more  trouble  than  they  did.  They  are  as  follows : 
"  No  rate  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  England  and  Wales 
shall  be  allowed  by  any  justices,  or  be  of  any  force  which  shsll 
not  be  made  upon  an  estimate  of  the  net  annual  value  of  the 
several  hereditaments  rated  thereunto,  that  is  to  say,  of  the 
rent  at  which  the  same  might  reasonably  be  expected  (0  let 
from  year  to  year,  f^  of  all  tenants'  rates  and  taxes  and 
tithe  commutation  rent-charge  (if  any)  and  deducting  there- 
from the  probable  average  annual  cost  of  t^e  repain,iiuuranoe 
and  other  expenses  (if  any)  necessary  to  maintain  them  in  a 
state  to  command  such  rent."  Soon  after  the  passing  of  tiiii 
statute,  viz.,  on  the  Srd  of  March,  18S7,  the  Poor  Iaw  Com- 
missioners inued  a  circular  defining  grMs  rent  as  the  rent 
which  would  be  paid  to  a  landlord  who  himself  undertakes  to 
pay  all  the  usual  tenant^s  rates  and  taxes  with  which  the 
hereditamente  or  premises  rented  by  the  tenant  are  chargeable, 
together  with  tithe  commutation  rent-charge,  the  expense  of 
upnolding  the  buildings  in  tenantable  repair,  insurance  against 
los^  hj  fire,  and  any  otner  expenses,  if  any  shall  exist,  necessaiir 
to  mamtain  such  hereditamente  in  a  state  to  command  such 
gross  rent.  Net  rent  the^  defined  as  the  amount  which  is 
received  by  or  which  remains  dear  in  the  hands  of  a  landlord 
after  aU  such  taxes,  charges,  and  expenses,  as  are  abore 
enumerated,  shall  have  been  provided  for.  Acting  upon  these 
definitions,  many  surveyors  included  in  their  estimates  of 
gross  estimated  rental  the  whole  of  the  rates  and  taxes  usually 
paid  by  the  tenant.  Por  example,  in  the  case  of  a  houe 
worth  £100  per  annum  to  a  vearly  tenant,  the  rates  and  taxes 
upon  which  amounted  to  £20  per  annum,  and  the  ftverige 
cost  of  insuring,  repairing,  and  maintaining  the  proper^  £20 
per  annum,  they  called  the  gross  estimated  rental  £130,  the 
rateable  vaJue  £80.  So  far  as  regards  the  mere  payment  of 
poor  rates  no  ii^ustice  was  done  to  the  ratepayer ;  but,  in  the 
case  of  other  uses  made  of  the  gross  estimated  rental  it  became 


apparent  that  the  intentions  or  the  Legislature  had  been  mis- 
understood; moreover,  valuations  so  made  seemed  to  estimate 
the  value  of  property  in  a  parish  nn&irly  and  unneoessarily 
high.  It  very  early  became  the  practice  to  disregard  the 
instructions  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  and  to  omit  all 
consideration  of  rates  and  taxes  in  making  valuations,  and, 
in  1859,  the  Poor  Law  Commissionen  were  advised  by  the 
then  law  officers  of  the  Crown  (Sir  Fitzroy  Kelly  and  Sir 
Hugh  Cairns)  that  the  term  **  gross  estimated  rent^  mesnt 
the  rent  at  which  the  property  might  be  expected  to  let,  the 
tenant  taking  the  burden  of  rates  and  taxes  and  tithe  upon 
himself.    In  otber  words,  they  were  of  opinion  that  the  word 
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"liW*  in  the  sbtiite  miut  be  eonndimd  as  referring  to  rent 
aad  not  to  bereditaments.  An  attempt  was  made  in  the  Union 
Awanent  Committee  Act,  1862,  to  remote  the  donbts 
which  had  existed;  bat,  without  much  snecess  so  f%r  as 
ocdiaaxy  ability  ean  comprehend  it  NererthelesB,  the  opinion 
of  ^  law  oflloers  in  1859  is  now  nnifersally  acted  npon  and 
genecally  naderstood.  It  mnst  always  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  rateable  falne  is  not  the  aetoal  rent  at  which  a  property 
Biay  be  Id;  bat  that  rent  at  which,  after  taking  all  tnkgs 
tatoeoosideradon.  It  might  reasonably  be  expected  to  let. 
Moreorer,  it  mnst  be  remembered  that  tne  drcnmstanoes  to  be 
taken  into  consideration  in  estimating  the  ralne  most  always 
hate  xefrraaoeto  the  neiiod  at  which  the  talaation  is  made. 
A  hoose  whieh  on  the  completion  of  a  railway,  or  some 


oomnlebo 
other  pahlie  iaapiOTement  will  be  worth  £100  a' 

i  present 
worth  £50  it  mnst  be  assessed  at  tliat  snm  only;  bnt,  as  soon 


stthei 


nt  time,  be  worth  only  £60  a  year. 


While  Ufa 


as  the  improrement  takes  place,  the  assessment  mnit  follow 
the  incresiaed  Tslne.  Asain,  the  rent  reserved  in  a  lease  may 
not  be  eridenee  of  rateaUe  Talae.  A  property  may  possess  a 
padaaHy  mcreanng  ndae,  extending  orer  many  years.  A 
usMe,  in  agreeing  to  jmy  a  fixed  constant  rent,  wonld  average 
those  drciuksianoes.  The  rate  mnst  be  made  on  an  estimate 
of  the  annnal  valne  from  time  to  time ;  low^  when  that  Talne 
is  BnaB,  and  higher  as  it  increases.  Again,  property  may, 
from  nnforeseen  drcnmstances.  increase  or  decrease  m  valoe 
daring  the  term  of  a  lease.  If  it  should  increase,  it  would  be 
anfiur  to  the  other  ratepayers,  who  might  not  be  similar 
lessees,  if  the  assessment  npon  it  were  not  increased ;  and,  if 
it  ibonld  decrease  in  Talne,  it  wonld  be  nofair  to  the  lessee 
not  to  decrease  the  assessment  The  torm  from  year  to  year 
bq4  not  he  misondentood,  as  it  sometimes  is.  It  does  not 
■can  a  kiting  for  a  year  only,  nor  a  letting  on  a  yearly 
taiam^;  bnt  it  means  that  changeable  drcnmstances  mnst  b« 
taken  into  aooonnt  from  year  to  year  as  they  arise.  Vduatum 
cfA^ri^Mftd  and  Jeeommodatum  Ltuult :  In  addressing  the 
ushtntian  of  Snrrevors,  it  is  quite  unnecessary  to  attempt  to 
esplala  the  mode  or  Taluing  agricultural  or  accommodation 
land.  Kevertheless,  it  is  well  to  again  noint  out  that  the 
rateable  Talne  is  not  the  rent  actualljr  paid  either  on  a  Tcarlr 
itaukcf  or  under  a  lease ;  but  that  it  is  the  rent  whioa,  all 
thinn  considered,  a  tenant  might  be  reasonablr  expected  to 
pay  nr  the  year  next  following  the  making  <tf  tne  Taiuatioii. 
The  late  Lord  Benman,  whose  judgments  were  always  as  dear 
as  it  IS  possible  for  iudcments  to  oe,  in  ddiTcring  judgment 
in  the  case  of  a  brickfield  appeal,  says:  "It  may  weUbethat, 
although  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  lessee  has  made  so  many 
bricks  that  he  can  afford  to  pay  £150  in  royalty  to  his  lano- 
kffd,  jet  he  eoold  not  prudently,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
coBtcact,  at  all  crents,  to  pay  more  than  £100,  and,  if  so,  the 
Istter  rather  than  the  former  wiU  be  the  sum  at  which  the 
Isad  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  let  from  year  to  year.** 
In  flie  case  of  accommodation  lands,  a  piece  of  meadow  Umd 
nay  be  dtoated  in  the  middle  of  another  estate  and  in  front 
of  the  drawing-room  windows  of  the  oeenpier's  house.  It  is 
reasonable  to  suppose  that,  in  sndi  a  case,  the  oocnpier  of  the 
hoase  would  giTc  more  rent  for  the  meadow  land  than  its 
nine  for  agri^tural  purposes  would  justi^,  and,  thereforcL 
it  poBsessea  a  corresponding  rateable  Talue ;  but,  if  such  land 
by  purchase  a  portion  of  the  other  estate,  it  then 

I  no  greater  rateable  Talne  than  the  a^oining  lands  of 
whieh,  in  £so^  it  has  become  part.  Small  nieces  of  land  ad- 
joining a  town  win  often  let  at  rents  quite  oisproportioned  to 
thdr  agrienltural  Talne,  and  their  rateable  Talue  is  such  a 
laat  as  uej  may,  in  that  war,  be  reasonably  expected  to  fetch, 
notwithstanding  that  exactly  "w^?l'^>  adjoining  l^w<^^  which 
tam  pari  of  an  a4iacent  frirm  can  only  be  reasonably  ex- 
pected to  let  at  their  anicnltural  Talue.  The  diHiBvence 
Ktween  the  gross  estimated  rental  and  the  rateable  Talue  of 
land  is  Teiy  small,  and  in  practioe  it  has  hitherto,  for  the 
Bost  nart,  been  disresarded;  bnt  The  Valuation  (BletropoUs) 
Act,  1869,  fixes  tiie  allowance  in  metropohtan  districts  at  Ave 
per  cent,  and,  therefore,  it  is  presumed  that  such  an 
allovaaoe  will  Teiy  generally  be  made  in  all  places  in 
the  fotcre.  It  may  oe  mentioned  tliat,  in  the  case  of 
lads  snijeet  to  tithes  tiie  amount  of  the  rent-charge 
■hould  be  deducted  litom  the  estimates  of  both  gross 
sad  rstesUe  vafaie,  the  tithe  rent-cfaazge  being  itself  rateaUe 
as  a  sevaiate  henditament    Vahndum  of  Aoutet :  The  gross 

[  rental  of  a  house  is  that  rent  which  a  tenant  might 


reasonably  be  expected  to  giTc  for  the  right  to  occupy  it  for  one 
year,  assuminff  tnat  the  bmdlord  bore  the  expense  of  insuring, 
repairing,  and  upholding  it  The  net  rateable  Talue  is  the 
rent  which  a  tenant  might  be  reasonably  expected  to  pay,  who 
took  upon  himself  the  expense  of  insurmg,  repairing,  and  np- 
holdinj^  it  The  rent  is  the  rent  to  be  expected  for  the  year 
following  the  making  of  the  rate;  but,  the  allowance  for 
repairs  is  to  be  the  probable  aTcrage  annual  cost.  To  giTe 
but  one  instance :  general  painting,  which  occurs  only  once  in 
soTcn  years,  is  not  to  be  allowed  in  the  year  in  which  it  actually 
is  done  to  the  exdusion  of  all  other  years ;  but,  a  fair  aTcrage 
annual  charge  on  account  of  it  is  to  be  taken.  In  addition  to 
the  allowance  in  respect  of  indispensable  repairs,  an  allowance 
is  to  be  made  in  respect  of  contingent  or  future  renewals.  In 
the  case  of  the  Queen  v.  Wells  (Law  Reports,  Q.  B.  Cases, 
vol.  xi.,  p.  548),  the  most  recent  decidon  upon  this  point,  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Cockbum  stated  that  there  seems  no  distinction 
in  prindple  between  the  sum  annually  lud  by  to  make  good, 
when  it  shall  become  necessary,  an  ineTitabie  loss  by  the  de- 
struotiTC  agency  of  time,  and  a  fhnd  Idd  by  for  an  indemnity 
against  a  loss  by  fire  or  storm,  or  other  penl,  insured  against. 
Valmtioti  of  farm  htmesteads :  In  estimaung  the  rateable  Talne 
of  farm  homesteads,  acTcral  matters  haTC  to  be  taken  into  con- 
dderation.  For  example :  the  buildings  may  be  Tcrr  much  in 
excess  of  the  actual  requirements  of  ue  lands  of  a  nrm ;  but 
it  is  obvious  that  a  tenant  ean  only  be  reasonably  expected  to 
pay  such  a  rent  as  the  buildings  which  he  actually  requires 
would  command.  Even  that  rent  may  haTC  to  be  diminished 
instead  of  increased,  from  the  fact  that  the  repairs  and  in- 
surance of  the  larger  buildings  are  more  costir  to  the  tenant 
than  the  repairs  and  insurance  of  buildings  of  the  proper  size 
would  be.  It  may,  howcTcr,  happen  that  the  occupier  of  sudi 
a  farm  may  also  occupy,  as  a  seoarate  rateable  hereditament, 
land,  dther  wholly  vnthout  buildings,  or  otherwise  defident 
in  that  respect,  in  which  case  the  rateable  Talue  to  him  of  the 
buildings  preriondy  alluded  to  vriU  be  increased.  ValuatuM 
of  trade  premuett  millt,  fadoriet,  ire :  In  estimating  the  Talue 
of  trade  premises,  such  as  a  hctory  fitted  up  with  machines,  a 
foundry  with  furnaces  and  forges,  or  a  orewery  with  fixed 
steam  engines  and  Tats,  the  Talne  of  the  macUnenr  as  enhanc- 
inff  the  annual  Tdue  of  the  freehold,  of  which  it  forms  part,  ia 
to  be  taken  into  consideration.  An  important  decidon  in  respect 
of  the  rating  of  mills  was  giTon  in  the  ease  of  Staler  and 
another  v.  Castieton  (bS  L.  J.,  M.  C,  j^.  178).  The  mill  waa 
fitted  to  its  fhll  capacity  with  the  machmery  usefU  and  neces- 
sary for  a  cotton  mill ;  a  steam  engine  was  fixed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  turning  the  machineir,  and  steam  pipes  ftom  the 
ix)ilers  were  carried  through  all  the  rooms  in  the  mill  for  the 
purpose  of  warming  them.  Some  of  the  machinerr  was  fixed 
to  tne  floors  in  order  to  its  steadier  working,  whOe,  in  other 
instances,  it  was  merdy  placed  upon  the  floors  of  the  mill. 
According  to  the  custom  of  the  trade,  the  machinery  was  in 
the  nature  of  tenants*  machinerr,  or  fixtures.  Bdbra  the 
American  war,  the  property  had  been  of  condderabia 
annud  Talue  as  a  cotton  mill ;  but,  in  consequence  of  the 
state  of  trade  during  the  war,  the  mill  was  closed.  NcTCr- 
thdess,  the  machinery  was  kept  in  it,  and  a  man  was 
employed  to  attmd  to  the  fires  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
up  a  proper  degree  of  warmth,  and  to  kem  the  machinery  in 
a  state  of  repair.  The  Court  hdd  that  the  mill  was  tiins 
used  as  a  storehouse  for  the  Tduable  machinery  that  it  con- 
tained, and  was  to  be  Tdned  for  assessment  to  the  extent  of 
the  rent  which  it  would  command  as  such  storehouse.  FoUow- 
ing  this  deddon  came  another  important  case.  Barter  v.  Sal- 
ford  (84  L.  J.,  M.  C  p.  206).  The  appellant  for  many  Tears 
carried  on  the  business  of  a  dlk  manufacturer;  but,  in  1868, 
he  guTc  up  business  with  the  intention  of  ncTer  resuming  it 
The  mOl  and  premises  were  adTcrtised  for  sale.  Thededsion 
was  that,  dthough  not  in  use  as  a  mUl,  the  buQdings  were  to 
be  Talued  as  storehouses  for  machinery.  Hotels,  ref^hment 
rooms,  Epsom  uid  other  race  stands,  canteens  and  similar 
trade  premises  which,  bjr  reason  of  tndr  special  dtuations, 
oommuid  rents  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  trade  which 
can  be  carried  on  in  tbem  and  nowhere  dse^  must  be  Talued  in 
connection  with  their  trade  recdpts,  f .  ^ .,  firom  the  gioos  re^ 
cdpts  must  be  deducted  the  worxing  expenses  necessary  to 
earn  tbe  recdpts,  allowances  for  trade  profit  to  the  tenant,  for 
interest  on  the  capital  which  he  mnst  necessaily  empfoy*  and 
for  rides  and  casualties.  The  balance  is  the  rent  which  he 
may  reasonably  be  expected  to  be  willing  to  pay  to  his  land<« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


50 


THE  FABMfiR'a  MAGAZlKE. 


lufilas  reut.  In  valuing  all  descriptions  of  hoose  property, 
the  question  coustauUy  arises — ^is  cost  ever  the  D*eaBur8  of  the 
rateable  value  of  property  P  In  giving  his  decision  in  the 
Mile-end  Old-town  case.  Lord  Denman  sajs,  '*  the  ouUay  of 
capital  might  furnish  no  criterion  of  the  reut  a  property 
should  yield,  since  sucli  capital  mav  have  been  u^ndicioosly 
exmnded,  and  what  was  oostlv  may  have  become  worthless  by 
subsequent  changes."  It  should  be  observed  that  Lord  Denman 
did  uot  there  say  Uiat  cost  was  never  the  measure  of  value,  and, 
obviously,  it  sometimes  is.  Assume,  for  example,  that  the 
guardians  of  a  Union  are  in  want  of  a  workhouse,  and  that 
some  laodowuer  within  the  Union  is  possessed  of  a  building 
exactly  suited  for  such  purpose,  but  that  he  requires  a  rent  of 
£1,000  a  year  for  it.  The  guardians  find,  upon  inquiry,  that 
they  can  build  a  new  workhouse  and  provide  the  land  at  a  cost 
of  £10,000,  and  that  they  can  obtain  the  money  at  the  rate  of 
5  per  cent,  per  annum,  which  will  equal  a  rental  of  £500  per 
annum.  They  elect  to  take  the  Litter  course  and  build  the 
workhouse,  the  rateable  value  of  which  is  £600  per  annum,  be- 
cause that  sum  is  the  hi^^hest  rental  which  it  would  be  reason- 
able to  expect  them  to  give.  Assume,  however,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  the  landowner  was  unable  to  get  a  tenant  for  his 
building,  for  any  purpose,  at  a  higher  rent  than  £^0  instead 
of  £1,000  a  year,  and  that  he  therefore  would  be  willing  to 
let  it  to  the  guardians  at  £250.  In  this  case,  tlie  rateable 
▼alue  would  be  £250  per  annum  only,  because  it  would  not  be 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  guardians  would  pay  for  any 
other  similar  building  a  higher  rent  than  that  at  which  they 
had  been  able  to  take  this  from  the  kndowner.  In  estimatin^^ 
the  rateable  value  of  bridges,  as  in  the  case  of  railways,  it 
does  not  follow  that  any  direct  receipts  arise  in  the  parish 
which  is  the  subject  of  the  valuation.  The  case  of  the  Queen 
V,  the  Hammersmith  Bridge  Ck>mpany  is  one  in  point.  It  was 
there  held  that^  although  the  whole  of  the  receipts  were  in  the 
parish  of  Hammersmith,  yet  the  bridge  itself  was  the  direct 
source  of  tlie  rateable  value,  and  that  such  net  rateable 
▼alue  when  duly  ascertained  was  to  be  apportioned  between 
the  parishes  according' to  the  length  of  the  bridge  in  each. 
ValuatioH  of  TUhe  Rent  Charges :  The  rateable  value  of  a 
tithe  rent-charge  is  the  rent  which  a  hypothetical  tenant  might 
be  reasonably  expected  to  give  for  it  annually,  such  tenant 
having  to  pay  the  usual  tenants*  rates  and  taxes  upon  such 
tithe  rent-char|^  and  to  derive  some  remuneration  for  his 
time  and  attention  in  collecting  it  (Queen  v,  Capel).  In  the 
caae  of  a  clergyman,  whom  by  reason  of  the  number  of  parish- 
ioners and  the  value  of  the  incumbancy  the  bishop  of  his 
diocese  could  compel  to  keep  a  curate,  the  reasonabte  salarv 
of  such  a  curate  was,  in  the  case  of  the  Queen  r.  Goodchild, 
directed  to  be  allowed ;  so  also  in  the  case  of  the  Queen  v. 
Lamb,  where  the  duties  of  the  incumbent  were  greater  than 
one  man  could  perform,  the  curate's  salaiy  was  directed  to  be 
deducted ;  but,  this  allowance  for  a  curate  has,  by  the  recent 
case,  the  Queen  p.  Sherford,  been  overruled,  so  that  it  must 
now  be  taken  that  such  a  deduction  cannot  be  allowed.  Va- 
Ikolion  of  Coal  Mines,  ^e. :  Coal  mines,  brick  fields,  clay  pits, 
slate  c^uarries,  &e.,  which  involve  the  removal  of  portions  of 
the  soil,  must  be  valued  according  to  the  rent  and  royalty  which 
it  is  reasonable  to  expect  the  occupier  would  pav  tne  undlord 
for  that  species  of  occupation.  In  the  case  of  the  Queen  v, 
Westbrook  it  was  held  tliat  a  royalty  so  paid  must  be  consi- 
dered as  a  portion  of  the  rent.  Faluotion  of  Saleable  Under- 
Wfodt :  Salnble  underwoods  must  be  valued  at  the  rental 
at  which  they  might  reasonably  be  expected  to  let,  ac- 
cording to  the  quality  of  the  wood  and  the  situation  of  tiie 
land.  The  valuation  of  railways,  gas,  and  waterworks  involve 
considerations  so  special  that  the  subject  is  reserved  for  a 
separate  paper. 

Mr.  T.  S.  WoOLLET  had  great  pleasure  in  moving  a  cordial 
▼ote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Bvde  for  his  clear  and  able  paper, 
which  was  so  exhaustive  tnat,  if  the  discussion  was  to  he  con- 
fined to  the  topics  therein  dealt  with,  namely,  the  incidence  of 
rating  under  tne  existing  statutes,  and  tlie  genend  principles  on 
which  the  different  kinds  of  property  at  present  rateable  should 
be  assessed  under  those  statutes,  there  was  nothing  fhrther  to 
be  said.  He  agreed  most  thoroughly  with  the  author's  views, 
and  would  take  this  opportunitjr  of  mentioning  vrith  regard  to 
the  apparent  divergence  of  opinion  between  himself  and  Mr. 
Hyde,  on  a  former  occasion,  relative  to  the  position  which 
tithe  rent-charge  bore  to  rates,  that  they  were  now  agreed  in 
this,  t  the  rent-cliarges  are  rateable  to   the  same  extent  as 


the  tithes  they  repreaent  wBre  before  the  eommatation  took 
place,  uid  in  no  other  sense. 

Mr.  T.  HusKiKBon,  in  seconding  the  vote  of  thanks,  said 
the  sul^ect  of  rating  was  one  of  extreme  and  growing  import- 
ance, and  especially  so  in  rural  districts.  Tnere  was  hardly 
a  sul^ect  within  the  province  of  the  surveyor  which  required 
sudi  a  combination  of  legal  knowledge  and  acquaintance  vitb 
the  value  of  property  as  rating,  and  so  much  tact  and  common 
sense  in  applying  that  knowledge. 

Seveial  memben  having  expressed  a  wish  that  the  dis- 
cussion should  be  adjoumea,  to  afford  them  an  opportunity 
for  the  necessary  consideration  of  tiie  paper, 

Mr.  £.  J.  Smxtu  suggested  that  it  might  be  desirable, 
in  the  event  of  the  discussion  being  a^ourned,  to  extend 
their  views  in  some  measure  beyond  the  snbject  of 
the  paper,  strictiy  speaking,  and  to  express  their  opinions  as 
to  the  expediency  ofchanses  either  in  the  mode  of  assessment 
or  in  its  distribution.  Au  must  be  well  aware,  as  agents,  that 
there  had  been  cluirged  upon  the  occupiera,  under  the  guise  of 
assessment  to  the  poor,  a  g^reat  number  of  items,  which,  in 
the  opinion  of  many  persons,  should  rather  come  under  the 
head  of  imperial  taxation.  A  considerable  portion  of  the 
difference  between  the  Ss.  6d.  or  4s.  in  the  pound  whidi  waa 
paid  now  and  Uie  2«.  6d.  which  was  paid  formerly  was  occa- 
sioned by  charges  which  vrere  hardly  of  the  same  character  as 
those  which  naed  to  be  imposed.  He  thought,  therefore,  that 
the  discussion  should  embrace,  not  onl^  the  histoij  of  the 
past  in  these  matters,  but  should  also  ehdt,  if  possible,  the 
course  which  it  was  expedient  to  take  with  regard  to  the  fntare. 

The  CujaEMAN,  in  putting  the  motion  for  adjournment  of 
the  discussion  on  the  paper  or  the  evening,  said  that  it  had 
very  recentiy  come  to  his  knowledge  that  a  commission  waa 
either  nominated  or  about  to  be  nominated  for  the  purpoae  of 
determining  at  what  proportion,  if  any,  the  freeholden  of  pro- 
perty, let  at  ground  rents,  should  be  assessed  in  respect  of  the 
rates  and  taxes  now  imposed,  or  about  to  be  imposed,  on  their 
lessees.  It  was  a  senous  and  important  matter  for  ground 
landlords.  He  did  not  know  whether  it  was  desirable  to  dis- 
cuss this  matter,  but  it  might  be  desirable  to  inquire  into  this 
subject  before  the  next  meeting,  and  then  take  it  into  con- 
sideration, and  be  prepared  to  discuss  it  in  coignnction  with 
Mr.  Byde*s  exceedingly  able  and  exhnastive  paper, 

Mr.  Btde  suggested  that  the  course  proposed  was  a  little 
unusuaL  If  the  question  of  the  incidence  of  local  taxation 
vrere  to  be  referrea  to,  it  would  open  up  an  interminable  field 
for  discussion.  For  instance,  it  might  be  suggested  that  not 
only  should  a  proprietor  be  rated  for  his  ground  rents,  but 
tiiat  stockholders  should  be  rated  in  respect  of  their  stock  in 
the  Funds ;  and  that  would  involve  the  question  whether  the 
rating  should  be  in  the  parish  in  which  the  Bank  of  England 
was  situated,  and  of  which  it  occupied  the  entire  area,  or 
whether  the  rate  should  be  made  in  some  other  parish.  He 
suggested  that  they  should  first  finish  the  discussion  of  his 
paper,  and  then,  if  they  pleased,  enter  upon  the  other  topics 
renrred  to. 

An  a^joumment  took  place  accordingly.  At  the  second 
meeting,  Mr.  John  Glutton,  the  President  in  the  chair,  the 
discussion  was  opened  by 

Mr.  E.  J.  Smith,  who  said  the  only  point  which  seemed  to 
him  to  require  a  litUe  further  explanation  was  with  regard  to 
the  precise  interpretation  of  the  wording  in  the  first  Act. 
Mr.  Kyde  seemed  to  consider  that  the  interpretation  of  the 
first  section',  which  obtained  from  the  year  I8S7  until  the  de- 
cision of  Sir  Fitzrpy  Kelly,  was  accidental,  on  which  dedsion, 
after  an  interval  of  twen^-two  years — viz.,  in  1869 — ^the 
present  accepted  interpretation  was  substituted.  But  he  (BCr. 
Smith)  believed  that  the  true  history  was  that  it  wai  intended 
by  the  Poor  Law  Board  that,  under  that  Act^  the  first  column 
in  the  assessment  book  should  contain  the  annual  value  of  any 
hereditament,  after  deducting  only  the  oocupiei^s  return  on 
his  capital,  and  not  the  rates,  nor  the  tithes,  nor  any  out- 
goings. Under  the  existing  system,  the  first  column  contains 
an  annual  value  arrived  at  after  deducting  the  rates  and  taxes 

Said  by  the  occupier.  It  was  undoubtedly  the  intention  of 
it  first  Act  that  the  first  column  should  contain  all  that  it 
contains  at  this  time,  with  the  addition  of  those  taxes.  It 
was  supposed  at  that  time  that  the  ownen  would  alirays  take 
upon  themselves  the  pavmeot  of  tithes,  and  it  was  thonght 
desirable  that  they  should  take  upon  themselves  the  payment 
of  all  other  taxes ;  but  the  ownen  did  not  see  it  in  that  point 
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of  nev,  ud  not  ooly  abitaiiied  firom  ptying^  the  other  taxes, 
bai  alaoii  ianffiihlj  threw  npon  the  occapten  the  pejment 
of  tkc  titlie  nnt-ehargei  alio.  It  wu  found,  therefore,  thit 
tkU  (Aftd  of  the  Aet  wat  not  obtuned,  and,  after  an 
odomwr  extending  orer  twenty  years,  the  attempt  was  giren 
^  asd  there  esme  then  the  different  interpretation  given  by 
Sir  Rtzroy  Kelly  and  Sir  Hngh  Cairns,  whieh  hw  snbee- 
qQeoUy  been  sdopted.  fle  Tentnied  to  sanest  at  the  last 
aeetiog  thst  it  misfat  be  expedient  to  oonstoer  in  this  dis- 
rmm  the  desirability  of  changes,  either  in  the  mode  of  the 
issesmeat  or  in  its  distribution.  As  he  then  said,  it 
ippeaied  to  Urn  that  a  considerable  nnmber  of  charges  were 
BOW  Bide,  particnlarly  in  respect  of  agricaltnral  property, 
lad  paid  ander  the  head  of  **  poor  rates,"  whieh  ongnt  to 
eoac  Oder  the  head  of  imperial  taxation.  At  the  same  time, 
he  did  not  st  sU  coacnr  in  the  Tiew  that  all  rates  ooght  to  be 
cbr^  on  income-tax,  and  thought  any  soeh  change  (whieh, 
u  tfaey  knew,  was  advocated  by  inflnential  representatifes  of 
t^  a^eshoral  interest)  not  only  inexpedient  but  hopelem. 
As  tgnealtuil  estates  had  always  hitherto  assisted  in  main- 
taiaing  the  poor  and  the  highways,  and  had  been  pnichased 
isd  add  uuer  the  expectation  of  doing  so,  it  wonli  be  diffi- 
ok  to  nske  oot  a  ease  for  any  change  by  taking  off  those 
cbz|p ;  bat  he  thought  that  the  othiBr  oiarges  whieh  had 
bees  innied,  and  were  now  ehaiged  under  the  head  of  **  the 
poff,"  aboeld  father  be  paid  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fond. 

Mr.  L  P.  SquABKT  would  illustrate  the  subject  by  stating 
tiie  &cti  of  his  own  ease.  He  held  his  Cum  on  a  sixteen 
Tcaia^  lease,  and  when  he  took  it,  his  parish  was  a  dose  one. 
Lord  Bsdaor  and  Idmadf  being  the  only  ratepayers.  The 
«^  rat  of  the  him  was  £1,800  a-year,  and  the  ntei  only 
£7d  a-yesr.  No  doubt  he  had  ooeasionally  emplcnred  inoom- 
petrit  aen  it  higher  wages  than  they  oonla  fairly  earn, 
sinply  to  keep  them  off  the  poor-rate,  and  the  actual  out- 
m  n«ht  therefore  be  put  a  little  higher.  The  Union 
Cbarpbiiily  Act  came  into  operation,  and  his  expenditure 
vtt  nemsed  fitom  £76  to  £180,  on  the  aTcrage.  He  felt 
this  to  be  a  hardship,  and  he  appealed  to  the  Aaseesment 
Coaaittee  to  reduce  his  rateable  Talne,  which  he  should  say 
kad  bcsB  imemed  at  his  rent,  wuhiu  10  per  cent.  He  asked 
tbat  it  ahould  be  reduced  by  the  excess  amount  of  rates  he 
ns  then  paying  ofer  what  he  paid  when  he  took  the  ferm, 
aad  thm  a  fnther  reduction  of  10  per  cent,  on  that  amount. 
After  t  good  deal  of  diacnssion,  the  Board  consented  to  re- 
dace  ]da  rateable  ralne  to  the  lower  terms;  and  on  those  he 
c«itiaaed  to  pay.  He  mentioned  this  as  an  illustration  of 
<^  fidly  of  admitting  rent,  without  considering  what  rent 
wttt,  H  the  basis  of  annual  Tal«e.  He  agreed  with  Ur. 
Saitk  ihit  some  iqaatiee  was  done  to  the  occupiers  of  forms, 
bj  eoBfcning  them  to  pay,  under  the  head  of  *'  poor-rate," 
^ttgei  vbieh  were  of  a  purely  philanthropic  or  sanitary  cha- 
n<^er,  and  whieh  were  not  contemplated  when  the  tenancy 
^Naeaeed.  He  referred  more  espedally  to  poUcerates  and 
jaBatie^Iom  lates,  in  which  the  whole  puhhc  was  as  much 
'B^oeited  as  the  owner  and  occupier  of  the  land.  He 
^>mglit,  therefore,  that  in  the  interest  of  all  parties,  the 
*lule  qaeation  of  flie  basb  of  rating  demanded  reconsidem- 
tioB. 

Xr.  J.  H.  Llotd  said  he  was  cogged  as  referee  in  a  case 
of  the  ratiog  of  a  edUiery  produang  a  large  annual  return, 
>^  be  had  various  schemes  propounded  to  him  as  to  the 
piaeiple  on  which  tiiis  deacnption  of  property  shouU  be 
med.    Looking  at  the  importance  of  that  interest,  more 


7«ial]j  in  the  midland,  northern  and  western  counties  of 
faglad,  and  in  South  Wales,  it  was  a  question  of  great 
aaguUide,  and  br  no  means  nee  fimn  difiunlty ;  and,  with 
^  reapeet  to  Mr.  Byde^  he  considered  the  question  had 
«ea  treated  by  him  in  a  somewhat  perfonetory  manner ;  for 
«u  be  aaid  (p.  360)  on  thai  subject  was--*^  Coal-mines,  brick- 


T^Baaedthat  he  was  rather  startled  b^  this  passage,  because 
tbe  Rat  aad  royally  pod  to  the  landlord  (if  1^  that  expression 
ni  aesat  the  sum  pMable  to  the  proprietor  of  the  land  and 


,     im  pMable  to  the  proprietoi  w.  ^.» .»- ...» 

^  «adariymg  miMnJ)  could  not  be  a  leliable  basis  of  the 
^f^**^«e.  Roya]^  was  a  proportion  of  the  produce 
'^^rcaerred  to  tiie  mino>owner ;  rent  was  that  which  was 
H  (dt  the  aiea  of  pound  oeeopied  in  the  working  of  the 


jitiiio^  but  that  the  rent  or  rqyaHy,  either  separately  tr 
togetlier,  could  be  the  rateable  value  of  the  coal  mine,  seemed 
to  him  an  untenable  propoaition ;  because  it  might  be  that 
the  owner  of  the  mine  leased  it,  baring  incurrn  the  first 
expenditure  for  winning  the  coal,  or  it  might  be  that  the 
lessee  himself  incurred  that  expenditure ;  and  tlie  royalty  of 
course  varied  materially  aeeor£ng  to  these  vairing  circum- 
stances. He  undentood  the  principle  of  rating  to  be,  that 
wliatever  was  the  value  of  the  undertaking,  in  its  then  present 
condition,  was  to  be  the  first  item  of  the  valuation.  Say,  for 
instance,  he  had  so  many  acres  of  coal  under  a  surface  area, 
as  ascertained  by  borings.  If  a  lessee  undertook  to  develop 
this  he  would  pay  a  royalty  of  so  much.  The  lessee  had  then 
to  sink  his  shafl,  put  up  machinery,  and  incur  other  expenses ; 
and  when  thus  developed  it  became  totallv  different  propertv. 
The  stereotjrped  principle  of  rating  was  what  a  man  would  oe 
willing  to  give  as  rent,  undertaking  all  the  costs  and  risx,  and 
reserving  to  himself  a  foir  interest  on  the  working  capital 
required  and  a  reasonable  profit  on  the  working  mitamed. 
That  was  the  saleable  value,  and  he  apprehended  that  was  as 
applicable  to  coal  mines  as  to  other  property.  His  friend 
Mr.  Byde,  had  (studied  this  sulgect  a  eood  deal,  and  he  had 
hoped  to  have  some  light  firom  this  Faper ;  but  the  onlv 
glMm  of  information  he  had  derived  was  in  the  paragraph 
which  he  had  quoted.  He  deemed  it  a  subject  which  deserved 
great  consideration,  and  he  held  in  his  hand  a  very  interesting 


Mr.  Medley  gave,  in  tbe  first  place,  the  eetunated  gross  value 
of  coal  produced  at  the  pit's  month,  then  he  cave  the  working 
expenses  and  the  expenses  of  the  tenant  for  management. 
Theoe  were  charges  against  the  gross  proceeds.  Then  came 
tenant's  capital  and  plant.  Mr.  Hedfey  took  a  percentage 
upon  that,  reducing  it  to  an  annual  interest.  Then  he  took 
2o  per  cent,  for  tenant's  profits,  whieh  he  (Mr.  Lfoyd) 
thought  too  high,  and  there  iras  then  to  be  added  maintenance 
and  renewal  of  the  tenant's  plant,  and  so  at  last  they  got  at 
the  net  rateable  value.  His  object  in  rising  was  to  nt  from 
Mr.  Byde,  if  possible,  something  a  little  less  meagre  tiian  the 
information  he  had  ^ven  them  in  his  Paper  on  the  subject  of 
the  rating  of  coal  mines. 

Mr.  W.  Etb  desired  to  refer  Mr.  Byde  to  the  passage  in  his 
piper  (p.  284),  in  which  he  said,  **  The  difference  between  the 
gross  estimated  rental  and  the  rateable  value  of  land  is  very 
small,  and,  in  practice,  it  has  hitherto,  for  the  most  part  been 
disregarded;  hut  The  Valuation  (Metropolis)  Act,  1880,  fixes 
the  allowance  in  metropolitan  districts  at  6  per  cent.,  and 
therefore  it  is  oretumed  that  such  an  allowanoe  will  very 
generally  be  made  in  all  phces  in  foture.  Now  Mr.  Byde  had 
expressed  no  opinion  as  to  the  wisdom  of  that  oourse,  and  he 
honied  to  hear  that  he  did  not  approve  of  it.  The  value  of 
land  might  easily  yuj  from  6s.  to  £6  per  acre,  and  if  5  per 
cent,  were  taken  off  in  each  case,  it  was  evident  that  in  one 
case  th^  took  off  twenty  times  more  than  in  the  other  fitnr 
exaetiy  the  same  repairs  executed.  The  same  obeervation  ap- 
plied wiih  more  farce  to  houses,  and  he  had  ventured  to 
lay  these  views  before  Mr.  Gosehen,  when  tiie  biU  was 
beifore  the  House.  He  had  taken  the  trouble  to  investi- 
gate tiie  rating  of  one  house  in  ComhiU,  and  found  that, 
taking  off  20  per  cent.,  as  was  done  in  that  instance,  the 
rental  value  being  £600,  the  rating  wu  £400.  Now,  in  his 
judgment,  the  land  in  that  case  was  worth  £400,  and  the 
of  that 


structure  only  £100,  and  for  the  repair  and  insurance 
structure,  worth  £100,  the^  took  off  a  sum  equal  to  the 
value  of  it.    The  same  thing  applied  to  land,  and  he  tl 
it  was  moot  unfeir  that  any  arbitrary  jper-centage  of  th; 
should  be  laid  down  bv  the  Metropolitan  Act.    If  a  s( 
of  deductions  was  to  be  adopted  it  must,  as  to  house  property, 
apply  to  the  structural  value  onl^,  and  not  include  toe  ndne 
of  the  ground,  and,  as  to  land,  it  must  be  an  acreage  deduc- 


schedule 


tion.  and  not  a  per-centage  on  the  value. 

Mr.  C.  STEraxHSOii  said  there  was  no  question  that  the 
Bvstem  of  rating  was  not  understood  by  the  public  an&orities. 
The  practice  of  parishes  (even  under  the  same  surveyon  and 
asseasors)  was  inconsistent)  and  he  thonriit  that  considBrable 
time  would  dapM  before  rating  could  t>e  made  uniform  or 
satisfoctory.  He  found  that  in  most  districts  the  rating  of  a 
house  was  governed  by  what  happened  to  be  the  rentid  of  the 
adjoining  house,  with  additions  or  deductions  arising  fnm  any 
difference  in  struotiire.    Ii|  the  case  of  houses  in  new  ttrceita 
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the  Axsettmant  CommitieM  and  aaaeaaon  were  all  at  sea,  and 
their  onJy  basis  of  rating  seemed  to  be  what  people  had  been 
foolish  enough  to  give  ac  ground  rente  added  to  interest  on 
outlay.  This  they  eall  a  gross  estimated  rent,  and  from  it  they 
dedoct  an  arbitrary  per-centage  of  from  5  to  20  per  cent.,  and 
call  that  the  rateable  ralne.  Such  a  system  oonld  not  find 
favoar,  nor  last  for  the  time  contemplated  br  the  new  Act, 
via.,  five  years.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Sqoare/s  own  case,  that 
ought  to  be  put  before  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  Load  Taxation,  now  sitting.  [Mr.  Squarqr  said  he 
did  submit  it  to  them.]  It  seemed  to  be  the  view  of  that  Com- 
mittee that  some  of  the  present  and  fiiture  taxation  of  flie 
country  should  be  remoYcd  frt)m  the  occupiers  and  put  on  the 
shottl&rs  of  the  freeholdera  of  the  land.  Mr.  Squuer's  case, 
he  thought,  proved  that  the  owners  of  the  land,  as  freeholders, 
did  now  bear  the  brunt  of  the  taxation ;  thongn  in  the  case  of 
leases,  where  arrangemento  were  made  between  the  freeholder 
and  the  occupier,  the  occupier  for  the  time  being  bore  the 
burdens.  Any  attempt  to  put  a  further  burden  on  the  free- 
holders was  most  unjust  and  unfair. 

Mr.  J.  EiSHXft  said  that,  with  respect  to  the  rating  of 
mines,  his  practice  had  been  to  ascertain  the  productiTe  power 
of  the  land  while  being  exhansted  as  a  coal  mine  as  a  baais  for 
the  assessment,  in  the  same  way  as  for  brick-earth  or  gravel ; 
but  when  it  is  exhausted,  the  land  reverte  to  an  infiorior  value. 
It  may  be,  in  some  cases,  so  well  preserved  that  the  land  is  of 
nearly  the  same  value  as  it  was  before  it  was  opened ;  but 
while  the  land  has  that  extra  production  in  it,  the  occupier  is 
liable  to  be  assessed  on  a  proportion  of  the  profit  that  aocmes 
during  the  time  of  the  occupation.  That  was  a  principle 
which  he  believed  to  be  unoontroverted.  As  the  profito  accrue 
the  liability  to  assessment  occurs;  they  run  together,  and 
when  one  ceases  the  other  does  so.  He  thought  it  a  frdlaey 
to  say  that  there  was  any  right  to  an  allowance  on  account  of 
the  exhaustion  of  the  soil;  it  was  only  a  temporary  assessment, 
and  the  land  had  to  be  assessed  at  as  much  as  it  was  produc- 
ing at  the  time.  In  his  practice,  the  want  of  a  competent 
tribunal  for  the  settlement  of  these  questions  had  much  stndE 
him.  Assessment  Committees  differed  very  much  in^tbe  views 
they  took  of  the  questions  brought  before  them,  and  thwe  was 
very  littie  oertmnty  as  to  the  decisions  Ih^  eame  to.  He  also 
foimd  that  the  ultimato  tribunal  of  the  Quarter  Session  was 
almost  as  uniatisfiutory— eonsidoring  the  power  it  has,  it  was 
almost  worse.  The  oourto  of  Quarter  Session  differed  so  much 
in  the  views  they  took,  that  he  thought  it  extremely  desirable 
that  there  should  be  one  common  tribunal  to  wmch  mixed 
questions  of  law  and  fact,  such  as  often  occurred  in  matters  of 
rating,  should  be  taken.  He  would  illustrate  what  he  said  by 
meutiottiitf  a  case  within  his  own  experience.  He  had  an 
appeal  before  the  Sessions,  and,  in  making  a  claim  for  deduc- 
tion in  respect  of  some  eveiy-day  expense,  in  the  nature  of  re- 


pairs done  by  the  landlord,  one  of  tfie  macistntes  said  to  him, 
**  Do  you  mean  to  contend  that  the  landlord's  repairs 
deduction  from  your  rent?" — evidenUy  beUeving  toe  pi 


tion  to  be  a  great  foUacv^  which  he  could  not  be  expected 
seriously  to  entertain.  The  decision  in  the  case  was  based 
upon  the  view  which  this  magistrate  took.  He  (Mr.  Hiaher) 
was  quite  sure  that  if  the  appeal  had  been  heard  in  an  adjoin- 
ing county,  the  decision  would  have  been  exactiy  the  reverse. 
A  case  was  refosed,  so  that  there  was  no  opportunity  of  hav- 
ing what  was  laid  down  reviewed.  Another  fact  bearing  upon 
the  necessity  for  such  a  common  tribunal  was  the  unwilhng- 
naw  of  AsBMsment  Committees  to  undertake  the  foil  amount 
of  the  duties  th^  were  appointed  to  perform.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Anessment  Committee  of  the  Union  in  which 
he  resided,  and  they  said,  **  We  are  not  a  body  of  valuers,  we 
must  take  for  granted  what  we  are  told,"  and  they  shirked 
their  duty  in  that  way.  It  must  be  remembered  that  an  As- 
sessment ConuBittee  was  nothing  more  than  an  aggrq;ation  of 
parish  officers,  who  perform  for  a  Union  what  overseers  per- 
form for  a  pansh;  but  sometimes,  from  want  of  local  infor- 
mation, indolence,  or  other  causes,  the  duties  were  performed 
in  a  very  nnsatiafiictoi^  manner,  and  he  hoped  that  before  long 
officers  would  be  appointed  to  see  that  these  matters  were  pro- 
perly investigated  before  a  competent  tribunal. 

Mr.  C,  Cadlb  wished  to  mention  that,  under  the  stetuto 
of  Bliaabeth,  personal  property  (in  the  shape  of  stock-in- 
trade,  which  at  that  time  was  almost  the  only  personal  pro* 
perty  known)  as  wall  as  realproMrtv  was  nteabte ;  and  tuere 
was  now,  he  believed,  an  Act  of  f  arliameot  passed  every  year 


exempting  such  property  from  rating.    He  had  experienced 
some  difficulty  in  dealing  with  accommodation  land  and  game 
farms ;  because,  with  regard  to  tiie  former,  the  Aet  recites  the 
rating  b  to  be  at  what  the  Umd  **  would  reasonably  let  for.'* 
If  a  man  diose  to  give  an  excessive  rent  for  aooommodation- 
land,  it  was  not  foir  that  the  Anessment  Committee  should 
assess  him  upon  that  rent — a  tenant  at  an  excessive  rent  wooJd 
probaUy  tiJce  eveiythins  off  the  land  he  could,  and  so  im- 
poverish it — but  the  rating  was  to  be  based  on  a  rent  which 
woidd  admit  of  the  land  being  kept  in  a  state  to  oommsjul 
such  rent.    The  same  remarks  appUed  to  a  game  form.    If  a 
man  gave  10s.  an  acre  less  rent,  because  the  land  was  burdened 
with  game,  the  valuer  ought  to  rate  the' form  at  what  it  vas 
reasonably  worth,  and  the  Assessment  Committee  had  no  right 
to  make  an  aUowance  in  respect  of  game,  but  ought  to  put  it 
at  what  it  is  worth  to  let.    Some  few  years  ago  the  question 
of  not  including  tithe  in  the  eross  estimated  rental  caused  a 
neat  stir,  and  uie  recent  decision  of  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown  seemed  to  be  a  wrong  one,  because,  in  valuinff  land« 
they  must  value  it  at  ite  worth  in  fhll,  indnmng  the  tithe,  and 
if  anv  tithe  is  payable,  deduct  it    In  a  field  valuation  of  a 
parish,  if  the  tithe  were  not  taken  into  account,  injustice  most 
be  done  to  someone ;  therefore,  to  make  a  j^roper  valuation 
three  columns  were  required,  instead  of  two,  in  the  valnatimi 
book— the  rateable  value  column,  the  gross  estimated  value 
column,  and  a  third  onefor  the  gross  estimated  rentaL    What 
can  gross  mean,  unless  it  includes  everything  P    Another  6i&- 
cultv  was  the  question  of  larch  plantations.    A  good  deal  of 
larcn  was  grown  in  Shropshire,  and  exemption  from  rating  was 
claimed  for  it.    It  seemed,  however,  to  be  an  iniustice  to  other 
ratepayers  lif  a  field  were  taken  out  of  rateable  occupation 
thereby.    For  a  few  years  it  might  produce  littlo  or  no  income ; 
but,  afta  a  time,  a  large  profit  accrued  to  the  owner,  by  the 
thinning  out  of  the  ^roungtrees ;  and,  aocording  to  recent  de- 
cisions, such  plantations  did  not  come  properly  under  the  de- 
signation of  "  saleable  underwoods,"  which  were  liable  to  be 
rated.    Perhi^s  Mr.  &vde  would  fovour  the  meeting  with  his 
experience,  with  regard  to  the  rating  of  water-power.   He 
would  also  call  attention  to  the  practice  of  Assessment  Com- 
mittees in  making  deductions.    The  rule  was  to  deduct  10  or 
or  15  per  cent,  from  farms  and  buildings  together ;  but,  if  a 
man  happened  to  have  land  in  one  parish  and&rmbaildiogsin 
another,     he     only    got     2|     per    cent,     deducted   ibr 
the    land,    and    10    per     cent,     for     the     house    and 
buildinss.    That  was  an  injustice,  for  his  neighbour  would 
get  a  deduction  of  10  per  cent  on  both  land  and  buildings 
when  situate  in  the  samn  parish.    ^  hat  was  wanted,  was  that 
Boards  of  Guardians  and  Assessment  Committees  should  esch 
appoint  a  surveyor  to  act  on  their  behalf  in  these  matters; 
and,  until  they  did  so,  they  would  neither  satisfy  theauelves 
nor  the  country  at  large. 

Mr.  P.  B.  TucKXTT  said  he  had  just  had  an  opportunity  of 
looking  for  a  few  minutes  into  Mr.  Uedley's  pamphlet  on  the 
''Bating  of  Coal  Mines,"  and  it  seemed  to  hun  that  Mr. 
Byde*s  stetement  on  that  sntyect,  slthough  it  might  aot  be 
very  full,  sgreed  substantially  in  pnndjde  with  the  views  ex- 
pressed more  in  detail  by  Mr.  Lloyd.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
Mr.  Evde,  in  his  reply,  would  tdl  them  he  had  aot  mesnt  to 
be  ondiBrstood  that  a  coal  mine  was  to  be  rated  upon  the  actual 
rent  and  royalty  paid,  but  upon  the  rent  and  royalty  which 
might  reasonably  be  expected  to  be  paid;  and  those eakda- 
tionsofMr.Hedl^swhich  Mr.  Lloyd  pointed  to  might,  he 


thought,  be  shortiy  summed  up  in  two  words— as  the  rent  or 
roya%— (whichever  form  it  took)  which  could  be  reasonably 
realised  bv  the  ooal  mine,  deducting  a  fair  allowance  for  re- 
pairs neeofol  to  maintain  such  rent  and  royally.  There  was 
the  rent  paid  for  the  mine,  and  interest  on  the  nioni^ex- 
pended  in  sinking  Uie  shaft,  and  on  the  plant,  he^wtu^ 
provided  by  lancQord  or  tenant,  which  must  be  taken  in  tbe 
Ught  of  rent,  and  from  tiie  total  so  arrived  at  a  deductionwas 
made  on  account  of  repairs,  thus  coming  simply  to  the  esttb- 
lished  principle  of  rating  for  all  descriptions  of  ptopei^' 
With  regud  to  hireh  plantations  he  mi^ht  mention  that,  some 
years  ago,  he  was  engaged  (in  coiguaotion  with  another  nan- 
ber  of  this  institution)  in  the  valuation  of  the  parish  of  nm- 
ham,  where  larch  was  grown  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  at 
young  fin  hop-poles.  It  was  then  considered  <*»*».•■  •'S 
didnotnowfrom  old  stools. these  plantations  oouU  aotbe 
regarded  as  mderwood,  and  they  were  not  assessed.  Canww 
tiiken  at  tiie  time  to  get  tiie  best  information  as  to  the  then 
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vateaf  the  iiw  npoa  ike  point,  and  he  did  not  remember  that 
isj  kaaaa.  had  ainee  been  given  altering  it ;  though  he  knew 
it  fv  (ne  widch  had  oftcm  been  a  anbject  of  ducnsaion  amongst 
those  utereitcd. 

Mr.  Rix  aiked  Hr.  Ryde  to  explain,  in  his  reply,  the  ap- 
pueat  iaonuiitettcy  of  two  naragraphs  in  his  paper,  which 
voe  u  followi :  On  page  263  he  said,  **  The  term  from  year 
to  year  mast  not  be  misnnderstood,  as  it  sometimei  is.'  It 
ioa  not  mean  a  letting  for  a  year  only,  nor  a  letting  on  a 
jvaij  tenancy ;  bat  it  means  that  changeable  circnmstances 
BS!t  be  taken  into  account  from  ^ear  to  year  as  they  arise." 
nea,  oa  page  265,  **  The  gross  estimated  rental  of  a  house  is 
M  rat  viuch  a  tenant  might  reasonably  be  expected  to  give 
&r  tiw  ri^t  to  occupy  it  for  one  year." 

Hr.  J.  W.  PnrroLD,  the  Secretary,  with  reference  to  the 
idKdiile  of  deductions  in  The  Valuation  (Metropolis)  Act, 
patd^  that  they  are  put  as  the  maximum  deductions  to  be 
iQowed  in  the  several  classes  of  property.  There  was  no  rea- 
CB,  tlicRfore,  why,  in  snch  a  case  as  Mr.  Eve  mentioned,  the 
pnper  per-centage  ihonld  not  be  taken  from  the  £100  a-year, 
tkralaeofthe  structnie,  and  the  £400  a-year  ground  rent 
fe  kft  vitbout  any  deduction  whatever.  No  doubt  the  prac- 
tkd  objection  to  a  schedule  of  deductions  was,  that  the  Aness- 
SMt  Committee  applied  it  by  a  rule  of  thumb,  and  deducted 
tlie  gnren  per-oentage  all  round.  A  competent  surveyor  would 
fal  vitii  eaeh  case  on  its  own  circumstances,  and  if  such  ad- 
nee  were  always  obtained  there  would  be  no  need  of  the  sche- 
dale  It  alL  So  &r  aa  he  was  able  to  see,  one  column  for  net 
nlae  ooght  to  serve  all  purposes.  The  gross  value  column 
xemed  to  be  only  for  the  inhabited  house  duty,  property  tax, 
^-,  vfaieh  it  wonid  be  much  more  equitable  to  assess  on  the 
Mt  ?alBe.  He  presumed  the  Legislature  was  aiming  at  such 
i  eeatnKzation  of  assessment  and  appeal  as  had  been  suggested. 
Tbe  Yilaadanpfetropolis)  Act  provided  that  the  assessments 
bt  aD  rates  sad  taxes  should  be  firom  one  valuation  list,  and 
ill  appeab  be  brouffat  to  one  tribunal.  This  would  get  rid  of 
liie  aoBOTanoe  ana  injustice  which  at  present  existed  of  many 
ntes  ud  taxes  being  assessed  on  different  valuations,  with  a 
cpinte  tribnnal  of  appeal  to  each. 

Mr.  £tz  said  that  he  was  aware  the  scale  in  the  schedule 
>^^  to  was  that  of  the  maximum  per-centage,  still  he  had 
Raa^  in  sereral  examples  he  had  worked  out,  that  the 
flBifin  of  deduction  for  ouildings  and  land  jiroduced.  in  com- 
^stioB,  a  different  result  to  the  margin  given  for  buildings 
us  lud  separately,  and  must  therefore  be  incorrect  in  prin- 
«ipi«.  If  there  were  to  be  a  per-centage  at  all,  it  should  bo 
Blaiated  on  the  stmctnral  value  of  buildings,  and  not  include 
tbeTalaeof  the  ground  on  which  they  stand. 

Xr.  £.  Ktbk,  in  reply,  said  that  he  had  expected  that  the 
mssinn  would  have  assumed  more  strongly  two  phases.  He 
m  antidpsted  a  discussion  on  his  paper,  and  on  that  more 
"7^^  subject,  which  was  now  occupying  the  attention  of 
I  P&f&mentsjy  Committee.  No  speakers,  with  the  excep- 
ts of  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Squarey  had  touched  upon  the 
wer  qoestion— the  inddenee  of  rating.  He  gathered  from 
Ki  miarb  that  Mr.  Smith  considered  the  incidence  of  local 
««»nent  about  right  where  it  was.  That,  as  parties  have 
^>^t  land  sulgect  to  all  these  charges,  there  would  be  con- 
swrable  iojostiee  if  the  charges  were  removed  from  the  land 
dd  imposed  in  other  ways ;  and  there  was  a  great  deal  to  be 
mi  ifl  fiTOur  of  that  view.  Take,  for  example,  two  houses 
--OBe  at  the  east  and  the  other  at  the  west  end  of  London. 
The  houe  at  the  west  end,  where  the  rates  were  low,  would 
wajaaad  a  larger  price  than  that  at  the  east  end,  where  the 
wrdeaof  rates  was  greater ;  therefore,  when  men  talked  of 
^iiang  rates,  it  only  meant  robbing  Peter  to  pay  Paul. 
ibe  Ral  auestian  which  presented  itself  was— Should  the 
^en  of  landed  property  be  called  upon  to  bear  almost  ex- 
eaavdy  the  burden  of  local  taxation  P  It  seemed  to  be  in 
Ae  Biaa»  of  the  Committee  now  sitting,  that  part  of  the 
«««  Aould  be  put  upon  the  landlord  for  the  relief  of  the 
«^t  But  the  landlord  bore  it  all  now.  It  was  quite  clear,  ii 
>  ana  were  worth  £100  a-year,  and  the  taxation  were  £20, 
s  tt  worth  £120  aa  against  the  tenant.  If  the  taxation  were 
*itj  110,  he  would  be  bound  by  competition  to  give  £110 
jy«jar  reat ;  ao  that  rent  and  rates  constitute  the  value  of  the 
am:  and  if  the  hndlord  did  not  bear  the  local  taxation  he 
U^Wgetthe  gross  wsdne  in  rent.    It  might  fairly  be  argued 

^portions,  stall  events,  of  the  local  taxes  should  no  longer 
*ittp<m  the  real  property  of  the  district.  Por  instance,  when 


the  burden  of  repairing  the  highways  was  first  put  upon  real 
property,  the  owners  and  oceuj^iers  of  land  made  the  most  use 
of  the  nighvravs.  But  now  it  often  happened  that  a  man 
who  was  worth  £300,000,  without  possessing  an  acre  of 
land,  made  as  much  use  of  the  roads  as  the  owners  of  real 
property,  without  being  called  upon  to  contribute  towards 
their  maintenance.  This  would  not  be  the  case  if  the  repair 
of  the  highwavs  were  made  an  imperial  tax.  The  remainder 
of  Mr.  Smith  s  speech  had  reference  to  the  intention  of  the 
Legislature  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  filling  up  the  gross 
column  of  the  assessment.  Whatever  that  intention  might 
have  been,  the  practice  had  obtained,  long  before  the  date  of 
the  opinion  of^  Sir  Pitzroy  Kelly  and  Sir  Hugh  Cairns,  of 
dealing  with  the  gross  column  as  we  do  now,  by  omitting  the 
addition  to  it  of  the  rates  and  taxes.  With  respect  to  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Squarey,  who  had  informed  them  that  he 
formerly  paid  £76  a-year  for  rates  in  respect  of  a  farm  which 
he  held  at  a  rental  of  £1,300,  he  must  express  his  surprise  at 
the  smallness  of  the  amount ;  for  it  vras  little  more  than  a 
shilling  in  the  pound.  He  thought  that  what  Mr.  Squarey 
had  said  would  go  far  to  substantiate  his  view  that  the  land- 
lord actually  pays  the  rates.  Mr.  Squarey's  words  were: 
"When  my  rates  vrere  £75,  my  farm  was  worth  £1,300  a-year. 
Make  my  rates  £180,  and  my  farm  is  not  worth  so  much  by 
the  difference  between  £75  and  £180.**  In  effect,  he  would 
not  have  given  so  much  for  the  farm  if  he  knew  the  rates 
would  have  amounted  to  £180.  That  agreed  precisely  with 
what  he  (Mr.  Ryde)  had  said,  that  the  rent  and  the  rates 
together  made  up  the  real  value.  But  a  tenant  in  taking  his 
farm  was  bonnd  to  calculate  on  having  to  pay  ihoprcper  and 
usual  tenanfs  rates  and  taxes ;  and,  therefore,  if  his  farm  were 
rated  exceptionally  low,  he  must  not  complain  of  excessive 
rent  if,  after  that  rent  had  been  fixed,  the  rating  was  raised  to 
a  par  with  the  rest  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Sqvaret  reminded  his  friend  that  he  stated  his  parish 
was  a  close  parish,  and  that  no  other  person  was  rated  in  the 
parish.  The  Union  Chargeability  Act  was  that  which  raised 
the  rates  on  his  farm. 

Mr.  Rtd£  now  came  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Uoyd,  who  had 
objected  that  he  had  not  gone  sufficiently  into  the  question  of 
the  rating  of  coal  mines.  His  general  answer  was,  that  in 
consequence  of  the  length  of  his  paper,  he  had  been  induced 
to  treat  that  branch  of  the  subject  as  condselv  as  he  could ; 
but,  shortly  as  he  had  treated  it,  he  believed  that  he  had  in- 
cluded the  whole  of  the  liabilities  connected  with  that  class  of 
ratings ;  and  though  he  had  not  read  Mr.  Hedley*s  pamphlet, 
to  wmch  Mr.  Lloyd  had  refiorred,  yet  looking  through  it  cur- 
sorily, he  saw  nothinff  in  it  at  variance  with  what  he  had  said 
in  his  paper.  Mr.  liovd  represented  him  as  saying  that  the 
rent  and  royalty  actually  paid  to  the  landlord  constituted  the 
rateable  vuue  of  the  mine.  That  was  a  misapprehension. 
However  badljr  he  might  have  expressed  himself,  there  would 
be  found  in  his  paper  this  paragraph  as  a  safety-valve :  **  It 
must  always  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  rateable  value  is  not 
the  actual  rent  at  which  a  property  may  be  let,  but  that  rent 
at  which,  after  taking  all  thinn  into  consideration,  it  might 
reasonably  be  expected  to  let.  What  he  meant  was  that  the 
reasonable  rent  and  royaltv  at  the  time  the  valuation  was 
made  was  the  rateable  value.  If  money  had  to  be  ex- 
pended upon  the  mine  to  make  it  productive,  that  must 
De  taken  into  consideration ;  and  they  could  not  rate  the 
coal  mine  till  there  was  a  beneficial  occupation  in  it.  It 
does  not  matter  by  whom  the  expenditure  is  made, 
whether  hj  the  landlord  or  the  tenant— that  becomes 
a  transaction  between  landlord  and  tenant  — if  the 
latter  has  to  make  the  outlay,  he  will  not  pay  so  much  rent ; 
but  the  rateable  value  remains  the  same.  He  had  quoted  a 
judgment  by  Lord  Denman  to  the  effect  that  the  rateable 
value  was  the  royalty  which  it  might  be  reasonable,  at  the 
beginning  of  a  year,  to  expect  that  a  tenant  would  be  able  to 
pay,'  and  not  tlie  royalty,  which,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  expe- 
rience had  proved  ne  could  pay.  But,  notwithstanding  that 
judgment,  he  (Mr.  Ryde)  apprenended  that  there  vras  nothing 
to  prevent  the  experience  of  a  past  year  being  taken  as  a  ruido 
to  the  assessment  for  another  year.  He  quite  agreed  with  Mr. 
Eve  that  deductions  based  on  a  schedule  of  per-centage  were 
entirely  wrong  in  principle.  Take  the  case  of  an  old  wooden 
house  for  which  a  man  eives  £50  a  year ;  it  would  constantly 
need  repairs ;  the  10  or  20  per  cent,  deduction  would  be  totally 
insufficient,  and  it  might  even  be  that  the  expenses  of  repairs 
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amounted  to  as  much  as  the  whole  rent.  Take  the  caie,on  the 
contra^,  ot  a  new  briek  bailding,  in  respect  of  which  the  lame 
deduction  is  made  for  repjurs ;  it  becomes  much  more  than 
sufficient  for  the  purpose.  He  did  not  agree  with  Mr.  Penfold 
that  any  sarreyoror  rating  committee  would  in  practice  make 
less  tlian  the  maximum  allowance  for  repairs,  set  forth  by  the 
Act  of  Parliament.  He  quite  coincided  in  the  opinion  that 
some  of  the  tribunals  to  wnom  appeals  were  made  Imew  little 
about  ratiuff,  and  that  tliere  was  very  great  variation  in  their 
practice.  A  new  tribunal  had  just  b«en  created  within  the 
metropolitan  area ;  'how  that  would  act  they  had  yet  to  learn. 
Practically,  a  great  deal  would  depend  on  the  chairman ;  but 
they  must  not  ez|^  thai  he  would  always  decide  as  they  indi- 
vidnallv  wished  mm  to  do.  The  mode  of  rating  coal  mines  in 
South  Wales  had  been  explained  by  Mi,  Fisher,  who  laid  down 
the  principle  as  an  incontrovertible  one  that  coid  mines  should 
be  rated  according  to  their  production  of  profit.  He  (Mi, 
Ayde)  considered  that  to  be  an  erroneous  principle.  The 
question  was  what  might  the  tenant  be  reasonablr  expected  to 
give  for  the  mine ;  uid  though  the  tenant  paid  a  fixed  rent, 
and  the  rest  in  the  shape  of  a  rotalty,  they  had  still  to  ascer- 
tain what  he  might  reasonably  De  expected  to  pay,  and  put 
that  as  the  rateable  value.  If  it  were  in  a  state  that  no  tenant 
would  pay  rent  for  it.  there  could  be  no  rateable  value ;  but 
the  reasonable  rent  which  a  tenant  would  pay  was  that  which 
was  to  be  assessed.  When  the  ooal  was  all  gone  it  ceased  to 
be  rated  as  a  coal  mine,  and  this  applied  also  toabriok  field  or 
a  stone  quarry.  It  had  been  said  by  Mr.  Caole  that  a  man 
paying  an  unreasonable  rent  ought  not  to  be  rated  upon  that 
Ttai,  and  he  quite  agreed  with  him.  He  migfat  give  three 
times  the  value  of  the  land,  but  that  was  not  the  rateable 
value.  Nevertheless,  they  must  not  assume  that  a  man  rented 
accommodation  land  at  tne  same  price  as  land  which  formed 
part  of  a  fiirm.  The  word  *'  reasonable"  must  be  kept  in 
mind  throughout  the  whole  question.  With  regard  to  water- 
power,  it  was  the  additional  rent  which  a  property  would  let 
for  with  that  advantage,  above  that  fbr  which  it  would  let 
without  it,  which  was  to  be  rated. 

Mr.  Lloyd:  Supposing  that  the  power  has  not  been  used, 
but  exists,  and  is  potential.  Assume  that  yon  have  a  nroperty 
on  a  stream  of  water  in  a  manuCacturing  district,  which  mijght 
come  into  use  for  water-power.  Does  that,  in  your  opinion, 
enhance  the  value  of  the  property  P 

Mr.  Btde  :  It  does  not  become  rateable  until  it  is  brought 
into  use.  With  reference  to  larch  plantations,  where  they 
were  planted  for  hop  poles,  it  was  not  the  practice  to  rate 
them,  as  they  are  not  couridiered  to  come  under  the  designation 
of  **  saleable  underwoods." 

Mr.  Cadli  remarked  that  the  thinnings  of  the  trees,  neces- 
sarv  for  the  growth  of  those  which  remained,  were  disposed  of, 
and  yielded  profit  to  the  owner. 

Mr.  Llotd  :  Supposing  *you  got,  not  an  annual  but  an  ac- 
commodation profit  does  not  that  enhance  the  value  of  the 
propertyF 

Mr.  RYDE  said  that  timber  was  not  rateable.  In  the  case  of 
cutting  poles  he  believed  there  had  been  no  decinon.  They 
were  not  **  saleable  underwoods."  He  had  now  only  to  say 
a  word  as  to  what  fell  firom  Mr.  Rex,  with  respect  to  what  he 
considered  an  inconsistency  between  two  paragraphs  of  his 
paper.  In  no  part  of  the  paper  was  it  statea  that  the  rateable 
value  was  the  rent  which  a  tenant  might  be  expected  to  pay 
for  one  year's  occupation  only.  "  No  man  would  rent  a  railway 
and  stock  it  for  one  year's  occupation."  That  was  not  what 
was  meant,  but  that  uiey  were  to  take  the  propertv  at  the  rent 
it  might  reasonably  be  expected  to  produce  m  tne  year ;  as- 
sumiiur  that  the  rate  was  going  to  be  adjusted  from  ^ear  to  year 
acconbuff  to  circumstances.  JBv  a  parit^r  of  reasoning  no  man 
would  tale  a  large  mansion  ana  furnish  it  for  one  year.  As- 
sume there  was  to  be  a  gradually  increaring  value,  with  or 
without  a  lease,  that  a  house  was  north  £100  the  first  year, 
£200  the  next,  and  £600  the  next,  they  had  to  take  into  ac- 
count in  each  ytiar  the  special  circumstances  of  that  year.  He 
concurred  with  Mr.  Penfold  that  the  house  duty  and  other  taxes 
would  be  better  taken  on  the  net  value  than  on  the  gross.  If 
a  man  had  £100  a-year  from  Und,  with  no  outgoings,  he  was 
assessed  £100  a-year  to  the  property  tax ;  if  he  had  £100 
»-year  fhmi  cottaoes  he  was  still  rated  at  £100.  though  he  liad 
to  spend  £20  or  £30  for  repairs.  With  regard  to  game  farms, 
he  considered  that  he  had  treated  the  subject  veiy  fuDy  in  his 
paper. 


The  Pbxsiokmt  said  that  he  ondMstood  the  Aot  of  Ilizs* 
beth,  in  exempting  timber  firom  rating,  applied  onlv  to  oak, 
ash,  and  elm  timber.    And,  with  regard  to  other  planaiunu, 
he  had  alwavs  paid  rates  upon  plantations  when  profit  was  ds* 
rived  from  Uiem.    It  might  be  wrong,  but  that  was  his  expe- 
rience.   With  reference  to  Assessment  CommittBes,  nuuij  jetn 
ago,  beins  in  Ireland  on  a  drainage  commission,  he  ipeot  a 
consideraole  time  with  the  head  of  ths  Valuation  Depart- 
ment, and  he  became  so  impreased  with  the  importsoce  of 
having  a  central  control  over  that  daaa  of  aasessaacat,  he 
waa  satisfied  that  without  a  controlling  bodr  of  the  land 
the  assessment  in  this  country  would  never  be  equsl.   He 
had,  on  one  occasion,   the  tatsk  of  looldng  throogh  the 
whole  assessments  of  the  county  of  Norfolk,  for  militis-rate 
purposes,  and  he  found  that  the  assessment  varied  betvees 
half  the  annual  value  and  an  excess  of  the  annual  nlae. 
He  ^nd,  however,  that  the  farma  were  almost  nnirenafff 
under-ratod,  while  tne  houses  in  the  towns  were  OTer-catol 
He  was  convinced,  aa  he  had  already  said,  until  they  got  t 
eentral  body,  and  the  aaaeasments  were  miade  l^oompetest 
surveyors,  it  would  be  in  vain  to  look  for  equitable  ssKMSKat 
in  thia  country.    These  Assessment  Committees  were  ahoost 
entirely  controlled  by  reut.    In  one  caae«  he  found  a  Cum  vii 
let  to  a  tenan^  subject  to  the  tenant  paying  sU  chanei, 
indndins  repairs  and  materials  foe  the  same ;  in  another, 
the  landlord  found  all  materiala  and  labour ;  and  theie  in- 
stances were  treatinir  in  the  nting  as  being  eqoaL    The 
heavy  burdena  upon  land  have  made  it  the  more  important 
that  property  should  be  equitably  rated.    He  did  not  nj  be 
thought  the  land  should  bear  the  whole  burden ;  it  wai  aov 
so  large  and  important  a  question  that  other  properly  ihoald 
bear  a  portion  of  those  burdens  which  were  made  for  nnsal 
purposes,  and  not  as  pertinent  to  the  land  coily.    He  aid  sot 
think  there  could  be  a  doubt  on  the  mind  of  anybody  that  the 
landlord  bore  the  whole  charge.    For  what  was  rent  ?  Itvas 
the  residue,  after  all  charges  were  paid.    Therefore,  in  £k^ 
the  landbrd  did  pay  all  oharses.    It  was  true  that,  ai  huet^ 
the  tenant  might  hdd  part  of  the  fire ;  and  that  wu  the  ooly 
confiict  about  the  rating  of  coal  mines.    It  aeemed  to  hin  \ 
that  the  man  who  took  the  original  lease,  with  oovenanti  that 
he  ahall  lay  out  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  ahonld  not  be 
rated  at  the  amount  he  paid,  but  at  the  price  at  vhich  it 
would  let  in  the  position  in  which  the   property  vai  then 
found.    With  regard  to  the  Metropolitan  Aaaeaament  Act,  it  , 
■truck  him  that  the  scale  of  maximum  deductions  fixed  b; 
that  Act  waa  put  in  to  limit  the  power  of  the  AneHmat 
Committees  who  made  the  valuations,  so  that  thev  might  not 
take  off  a  larger  amount  than  oueht  mirly  to  be  dednctoi  Ii 
there  had  been  a  central  control,  no  anch  limitation  vodd 
have  been  placed  in  that  Act  of  Parlinmeni    He  had  been 
asked  to  give  evidence  before  the  Committee  now  aitting,  be- 
cause he  was  supposed  to  have  a  leaning  in  favour  of  a  {ortn 
the  burdena  being  placed  upon  the  landlorda.    Ha?in^  lired 
for  three  or  four  yeara  in  Scotland,  he  found  that  in  the 
country  districts  the  landlords  paid  a  proportion  of  the  rates, 
and  were  repreeented  upon  the  Boaraa  of  Guardians  and  on 
other  local  bodiea;  and  it  did  seem  to  him  that  the  vorbsg 
of  the  system  in  Scotland  was  good.    He  did  not  think  it 
mattered  materially  who,  in  the  first  place,  psid  the  nto. 
Boards  of  Guardians,  there  could  be  no  doubt,  were  for  the 
most  part  composed  of  occupiers,  and  their  meetiun  might  be 
attenoed  by  magistrates  ex  officio^  but,  beoauae  tbey  had  no 
poaition  there,  they  veiy  rareW  attended,  unleaa  they  had  mbk 
specific  duty  to  perform.    He  thought  there  was  aome  dif  • 
culty  in  the  suggestion  that  the  landlord  should  pay  part  of 
the  rates  in  towns ;  and  he  confessed  he  was  not  prepared  to 
go  the  length;  in  that  respect  at  which  the  Committee  ap- 
peared to  be  aiming.     With  re^rd  to  forms   damaged  by 
nme,  he  confessed  it  seemed  to  him  an  anomaly  that  aJEirn 
burdeaed  with  game,  of  which  the  owner  received  the  benefit 
in  one  way  or  another,  ahonld  be  rated  lower  than  one  on 
which  the  game  was  not  made  a  matter  of  oonsidrratioiL 
There  waa  a  beneficial  occupation  in  the  same ;  aad  the^ 
forms  ouffht  to  be  similarly  nted,  althoogh  the  one  might  not 
commana  so  high  a  reut  per  acre  as  the  other. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 
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THE    ROYAL    AGBIOULTUBAL    BENEVOLENT    INSTITUTION. 


TV  ttual  diBMr  of  thi*  institiitum  took  place  on 
VedMiday,  Jom  8,  at  WiUis'  Roonu,  St.  James*,  and  wat 
tOtakd  by  abont  100  gentliminB,  oyer  whom  Lord  Jetton 

After  the  health  of  "The  Qneen,  onr  Graeioos  Ffttron,**  had 
km  dmk  with  l&jal  enthnuann. 


The  CHAiUfAH,  in  prapotmg  "  Their  Boyal  Highnemei  the 
PoBCi  ud  friseev  of  Walei,  and  the  other  members  of  the 
Isyil  FsmSk,**  and  that  in  addition  to  his  other  aoeompUsh- 
BOH  his  Rml  HigfaneM  had  a  manly  taste  for  old  English 
sfoit^  which  formed  another  oUim  to  the  cordial  reeoornition  of 
biaerits;  and  if  in  the  pnrsoits  of  iarminff  he  shonUl  he  able 
i»  fkom  St  the  end  of  the  year  as  good  a  balanee^eet  as  their 
Ihad  Mr.  Meehi  had  done,  he  hoped  lie  would  communicate 
his  semt  for  the  benefit  of  those  praiseworthy,  bnt  Ul-starred 
^ncaltaiiits,  of  whom  he  was  one,  called  ^tlemen  formers 
(laafbter).  As  to  the  amiable  Princess,  it  was  needless  to 
■7  that  she  had  eharmed  all  eyes  and  won  all  hearts  (cheers). 
Tlte  Chuucah  then  propoMd  <*  The  Army,  Navr,  Militia, 
•b4  Tolaateersy*  and  in  doing  so  dwelt  on  the  foot  that  many 
of  the  aust  cefobrated  meniiiers  of  both  the  army  and  navy 
^nag  from  the  anienltaral  districts. 

ColoBsl  LoTD  LumAT  in  respondin|[  for  the  army  also 
teifod  to  the  immense  importance  of  afneultaial  element  in 
t^un^  and  bj  way  of  illnstiation  allnded  to  the  foot  that 
ia  the  Crimean  war  men  who  had  been  connerted  with  agri- 
okan  vere  ahraya  eeleoted  for  the  digging  of  trenches  and 
otker  vock  nqoiring  special  bodily  vigour. 

lbs  CHAiuua,  in  nroiwaing  "  msperity  to  the  Royal 

^Cneshaial  Benerolent  Institution,**  spoke  as  follows :  Among 

thtsttribotes  for  whieh  En^and  is  distinguished  I  know  not 

iltkrt  be  oae  whieh  is  more  iemarkable--and  certain^  there 

is  Bot  oas  which  praasnts  the  charaeter  of  onr  countrymen  in  a 

am  saisble  light    thin  that  readiness  to  combine  for  purposes 

cc  ebiity  snd  beoevolenoe  which  spring  from  aetiTe  qrmpnthy 

with  haaan  sufering.     The  main  distinction  between  the 

cniliutioa  of  Christianity  and  the  civilisation  of  the  old 

^(>thsa  wofld  i%  that  all  Qiristian  communities  recognize  to 

u  oicat  aaknown  to  the  most  enlightened  commonwealths  of 

istifpkf  the  simple  doctrine  "  Help  one  another.*'     The 

isaeBti  bad  among  their  goddesses  three  graces  to  whom  they 

pte  is  tbor  kngnage  the  endearing  name  of  "  The  Charities.'* 

GoddoHi  very  charming  and  attractive  were  thqr  j  elMint 

cypssiaas  in  faasting,  in  merriment,  and  in  gallantry.   3nt 

UuMfe  cbsrities  did  not  take  their  stand  by  the  sick  bed  and 

thedMoisteheaxthstone.    lliey  had  no  fellowship  with  old 

^  ui  decrBpitude ;  no  broken-hearted  widows  knelt  at  their 

titan;  BO iktherless  orphans  cried  to  them  for  bread.    In- 

<|«  of  those  three  heathen  charities  we  have  adopted  one 

«ayis  isnge  of  Christian  charity ;   we  pUtce  her  not  amidst 

ue  liesrtbi  of  joy,  bnt  in  the  ahodes  of  sorrow :  and  the  only 

mill  to  which  we  invite  her  are  such  as  we  hold  to-day,  in 

"^  the  better  to  fit  her  to-morrow  for  her  sacred  mission  as 

tte  bess&etress  of  poverty  and  the  consoler  of  distress  (cheers) . 

^gCBllement  when  I  look  around  me  I  see  many  with 

*BQB  I  an  familiar— many  with  whom  I  hope  on  some  other 

^'^aoBs  to  become  aaore  fomiliar— who  are  engaged  in  the 

^^  fsnoits  of  life ;  and  I  think  most  of  us  may  say  that 

^iR  thst  (Hear,  hear).    It  is  commonly  said  that  those 

*h)  iR  eagagsd  in  such  pursuits,  and  in  keen  competition  for 

Pi>  ttd  power,  are  apt  to  forget  others  in  their  desire  to  ad- 

^  tbrauelves.    And  yet  than  are  no  communities  in  which 

^ttnpetition  for  gain  or  power  is  so  active  as  it  is  amongst 

"3  of  the  Aaglo-Saxon  race ;  and  in  no  communities  are  there 

^^  iartitotioaa  that  attest  the  sympathy  of  the  prosperous 

^rthe  inliMtunate,  or  in  whieh  the  desire  to  aid  and  serve 

^^H^ho  have   to  stng[^  acainst  the  ills  of  life  more 

^j*^»^aSlj  pervades  our  pnbiic  legisktion  or  more  enters 

^  <>ar  pnvate  haUU  of  thought.  So  that,  perhaps,  the 

^h  II  la  miity  that  the  more  active  and  busy  onr  lives  are, 

^enore  oor  ^pathies  for  large  varieties  of  mankind  are 

7^  asd  dilfosied ;  and  our  exertions  for  gain  and  power 

■^'4  Bi  Bstundly  so  mndi  into  fomiliar  contact  with  the  poor 


and  the  feeble,  that  we  beoome  more  sensible  and  comp 
ate  simply beeapse objects  of  comnassion  are  brought: 
frequently  before  our  eyes  (cheers).  The  Samaritans 
much  more  engaged  in  the  active  pursuits  of  life  than  the 
priests  and  the  Invites ;  bnt  when  toe  wounded  traveller  lay 
naif  dead  in  the  pnblie  thoroughfiue,  the  priests  and  Levites 
passed  by  on  the  other  side,  and  it  was  the  Samaritan  who 
bound  up  his  wounds  and  took  care  of  him  (cheers).  Amonnt 
all  our  charitable  institutions,  speaking  honestly  and  fairly, 
I  know  not  one  which  is  more  entitled  to  general  support  than 
those  in  aid  of  which  we  are  met  this  evening— a  support 
which  should  not  be  confined  to  that  dass  the  suilering  mem- 
bers of  whieh  it  is  the  olject  of  this  charity  to  relieve.  For  the 
wealth  of  our  nation  has  its  groundwork  in  the  culture  of  the 
soil  (Hear,  hear}.  It  is  in  proportion  as  land  becomes  pro- 
ductive  that  capital  arises  for  the  purposes  of  trade,  commerce, 
and  manufactures.  So  that  all  classes  may  well  say,  "  Speed 
the  plough,*'  beoause  it  is  the  plonsh  which  puts  in  motion 
the  snips  of  the  merchant  and  the  mills  of  the  manufkcturer 
(cheerO.  And  yet,  gentlemen,  while  every  other  dass  and 
vocation  long  since  emUished  its  special  i^nild  or  benevolent 
institution  for  its  unfortunate  members,  it  is  only  within 
the  last  ten  years  that  there  has  been  added  to  the  charities  of 
this  country  this  institution  for  the  benefit  of  those  cultivators 
of  the  soil  who,  while  adding  to  the  wealth  of  the  nation,  have 
themselves  been  overtaken  by  poverty.  There  are  many  who 
think  that  the  life  of  the  farmer  is  the  most  enviable  of  all, 
and  inmany  respects  it  is.  Still  the  life  of  the  fanner  is  ex- 
posed to  vicissitades  over  which  he  has  no  control.  Tlus  has 
been  the  case  at  all  times ;  but  I  think  I  could  show  that  in 
the  times  in  which  we  live  there  is  a  more  special  call  for  the 
resonrees  of  thii  institution.  In  all  times  the  English  former 
is  exposed  to  the  risk  of  bad  seasons  in  a  climate  proverbially 
fickle  and  uncertain :  in  all  times  his  floSks  and  herds  are  ex- 
posed to  disease,  and  hii  crops  to  blight  and  mildew,  storm 
and  tempest;  in  all  times  he  is  subject  by  the  con- 
ditions of  other  coontries  as  well  as  nis  own  to  great 
fluctuations  in  prices,  and  to  the  consequent  difficulty  of  cilcu- 
Uting  profits  and  guarding  against  losses ;  in  all  tiines,  too,  he 
must  be  subject  to  that  anxiety  and  fear  of  the  morrow  which 
preys  upon  the  heart  and  undermines  the  health.  And  if  he 
belong  not  to  one  of  the  higher  order  of  fanners,  such  as  I 
see  to-day,  but  is  one  of  the  working  class  of  farmers,  his 
frame  must  be  always  exposed  to  the  indemendes  of  the 
weather,  and,  stout  though  that  frame  may  be,  he  is  thus 
more  liable  than  weaker  men  who  carry  on  thdr  work  under 
shelter  within  doors  to  be  suddenly  stricken  down 
by  disease.  And  yet,  perhi^s,  there  is  no  vocation  in 
which  the  eye  of  the  master  is  more  imperatively  demanded 
than  in  that  of  the  laborious  agriculturist  (Ilear,  hear). 
While,  then,  at  all  times  the  life  of  the  farmer  is  exposed  to 
unforeseen  reverses,  this  institution^  in  aid  of  which  we 
are  now  met,  is  the  only  one  existing  in  which  in  case  of  mis- 
fortune he  can  find  oomfort  and  rehef,  a  nrovision  for  his  old 
ajs«,  a  pension  for  his  wife^  and  a  school  for  his  orphans.  The 
times  in  which  we  now  live  are  marked  by  circumstances  which 
may  perliaps  render  the  resources  of  thii  institution  still 
more  called  for  and  important.  We  cannot  conceal  from  our- 
sdves  that  for  several  years  past  a  transition  state  of  agri- 
coiture  has  been  in  operation,  and  that  it  must  continue  in 
increased  activity  and  force.  There  is  a  growing  persuasion 
that  a  much  krger  amount  of  capital  than  was  formerly  needed 
is  now  reouirea  for  the  due  cultivation  of  the  soil.  Small 
farms  are  bdne  somewhat  rapidly  mdted  into  larse  ones,  and 
that  old  dass  of  farmers  whom  we  may  fairly  call  workins- 
farmers,  who  had  littie  other  capital  than  their  own  bodily 
labour  and  the  scanty  savings  of  tndr  own  careful  thrift — ^that 
dass  is  either  rapidly  disappearing,  or,  where  it  exits  to  any 
great  extent,  is  engaged  in  a  lifo  and  death  strugarle  against  the 
competition  of  ndghbouring  tenants,  with  all  the  costly 
advantages  of  machinery  and  science  at  their  command, 
perhaps  with  some  resources  at  their  banks,  which  enablt 
them  to  resist  the  pressure  of  advent  seasons  and  fluctuating 
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markeii.  That  change  hegan  long  before  the  repeal  of  the 
Corn-laws  (Hear,  hear),  bnt  that  repeal  |;aTe  to  the  change 
an  ineoBtiUe  impobe.  The  change  is  ineritable,  and  if  it 
is  for  the  good  of  the  ooninuinitj,  I  cannot  saj  that  it  is  not 
desirable.  Whatever  brings  to  anjr  deacription  of  bosineas  a 
higher  degree  of  edneation  and  a  larger  amonnt  of  capital  is 
not  a  change  whieh  any  sonnd  reasoner  can  deprecate  or 
lament.  Bat  in  the  course  of  that  change  there  most  be  a 
correspondent  amoont  of  innocent  snlferers,  and  this  institn- 
tion  comes  opportoneiy  to  their  aid  (cheers).  Bnt  even 
when  the  change  shall  be  completed,  eren  when 
larwB  fiurms  hafc  become  nnivernl,  and  when  the 
opiuent  tradesman  and  the  adentifie  agrienltarist  shall 
more  and  more  become  eager  competitors,  at  high  rents, 
for  the  hire  of  acres'  in  which  to  invest  their  capital  and 
hazard  their  improvements,  still  we  cannot  hope  that  all  will 
snoceed.  On  the  contrary,  the  hope  of  large  profits  necessi- 
tates the  risk  of  great  losses ;  and  thns,  perhaps,  the  nses  of 
this  institation  may  become  more  demanded  when  the  change 
is  complete  than  tney  are  now  that  the  change  is  in  course  of 
operation  (Hear,  hear).  Why,  I  learn  from  the  last  report, 
which  I  have  looked  over  rather  carefully,  that  among  the 
recipients  of  your  bounty  are  the  former  occupiers  of  large 
fkrms  at  hiffh  speculative  rents,  farms  of  five  or  six  hundred 
acres  (Mr.  Mecbi :  **  A  thousand").  The  occupier  of  one 
farm  paid,  I  find,  not  less  than  £S,600  a  year  rent.  We  must 
not  forget  that  in  the  course  of  this  transition,  in  which  the 
old  class  of  farmers  is  disappearing,  with  it  must  also  dis- 
appear the  old  affectionate  spuit  of  danship  between  landlord 
uid  tenant.  Formerly  there  was  a  kindly,  affectionate  rela- 
tionship between  the  squire  and  the  farmer.  The  former  was 
naturally — ^he  could  not  help  being  so — ^indulgent  towards  the 
man  whom  he  had  knovm  in  his  childhood,  whose  ancestors 
had  lived  there  almost  as  long  as  his  own  ancestors;  and 
I  don't  see  how  he  could  be  persuaded  to  set  adrift  in  his  old 
age  a  tenant  who,  whether  fh)m  straitened  circumstances, 
from  inflrmitv,  or  fh)m  obsolete  notions  of  agriculture,  was 
not  doing  full  justice  to  the  land.  But  when  the  hire  of 
acres  is  to  become  that  mere  matter  of  business  which  political 
economists  tell  us,  and  perhaps  rightly,  it  ought  to  be ;  when 
the  sole  consideration  Dctween  landlord  and  tenant  is  to  be 
thi^t  of  rent  and  contract,  you  cannot  expect  that  the  landlord 
will  have  the  same  affectionate  indulgence  that  he'has  had 
heretofore  for  a  failing  tenant;  and  then  the  uses  of 
this  institation  may  become  more  urgently  required. 
Now,  in  presenting  the  subject  thus  earnestly  before  you,  I 
have  not  attempted  to  disToise  the  fact  that  it  is  dry  and 
tedious ;  but  I  have  dwelt  tnus  minute  upon  it,  in  order  that 
I  might  bring  the  uses  of  this  institution  now  and  hereafter 
more  risiblv,  not  before  the  public,  but  before  those  distant 
counties  which  at  present  subscribe  to  your  funds  in  a  pro- 
portion so  slight  compared  to  the  wealth  oi  the  districts  and  to 
the  agricultural  interest  there  that  I  am  induced  to  suppose 
that  in  those  districts  the  uses  of  your  society  must  be  un- 
known (Hear).  With  a  few  brilliant  exceptions,  which  I  shall 
presently  notice,  I  have  observed  that,  wnile  the  society  has 
been  liberally  supported  in  the  home-counties,  where  its  bene- 
fits are,  I  suppose,  best  known,  as  a  general  rule  the  amount 
of  support  diminishes  in  proportion  to  the  distance  of  a  dis- 
trict from  the  metropolis.  Well,  ought  that  to  be  the  case  P 
This  society  offers  its  bounty  impartially  to  the  three  king- 
doms ;  yet  Ireland,  vrith  regard  to  which  we  hear  a  little  more 
about  the  distress  of  small  tenants  than  we  hear  in  the  case  of 
either  of  the  other  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  sends  us  only 
one  subscriber,  ana  he  is  a  physician  at  Dublin  (laughter) — 
lonsr  life  to  him  as  well  as  to  his  patients  (cheers)— while  Soot- 
land,  which  justly  prides  itself  upon  its  agriculture,  and  which 
sets  in  many  respects  so  notable  an  example  of  prudence  and 
of  foresight,  sends,  I  think,  only  five  subscribers,  one  of  whom 
is  a  duk&  and  another  a  bishop.  Long  life  to  the  duke's  or- 
der, and  long  life  to  the  bishop's  chureh !  We  may  be  re- 
minded of  the  old  sarcasm,  thai  farthings  were  firrt  coined  in 
order  to  enable  the  Scotch  to  subscribe  to  our  public  charities 
(great  laughter) .  Tes ;  but,  then,  I  find  that  the  Welsh  seem 
to  think  the  forthinn  just  as  usefal  to  them  as  they' are  to  the 
Scotch,  or  more  so,  for  North  Wales  and  South  Wales  together 
only  send  us  eight  donors  and  subscribers  (Hear).  The  county  of 
Cornwall  exceeds  them  all  in  care  for  the  farmers.  With  the 
nngle  exception  of  Earl  St.  Qermans,  not  one  single  firthing 
has  that  great  county  contributed  to  our  fiinds,  l>erbyshire 


sends  us,  I  think,  nine  lubseriben ;  Cnmberhnid  and  West- 
moreland combined  send  us  four ;  and  the  wealthy  diitrict  of 
Lancuhire,  which  would  never  have  had  its  maanfadarM  or 
its  wealth  but  for  the  agriculturists,  in  spite  of  the  moaifiont 
example  of  the  late  £arl  of  Derby,  and  of  the  intoeit 
evinced  in  the  Society  so  aineerely  uid  so  warmly  by  the 
present  Earl,  who  vras  my  predecessor  in  this  ebair,  that 
county  only  sends  ns  fifteen  suoscribers,  nine  of  whom  (hoioar 
to  the  town  and  discreet  to  the  country !)  as  appesn  fron 
their  place  of  residence,  are  not  squires,  or  farmen,  or  penoni 
bdonging  to  rural  districts,  bnt  persons  residing  in  the  towu 
of  Liverpool  and  Manchester  (tries  of  "Shame").  Weil, 
then,  gentlemen,  suralv  our  object  oocht  to  be  to  dLnie  u  tu 
as  we  possibly  can  a  knowledge  of  the  nses  of  this  iastits^a 
among  those  wealthy  but  benighted  districts  (iMghter).  Hov 
much  can  be  done  by  the  efforts  of  a  ungle  indiridoal  w«  may 
learn  from  the  brilliant  example  of  the  founder  of  tlui  io- 
stitution  (cheers).  I  haye  no  doubt  that  it  is  owing  moeh, 
.and  mainly,  to  his  exertions  that  we  are  so  greatly  lappoitcd 
hr  the  home  counties  in  general,  and  by  the  eooa^  of 
Middlesex  in  particular.  Perhaps  the  generosity  with  vhieh 
certain  southern  districts  contrast  the  parsimoaj  of  the 
northern  counties  is  also  to  be  ascribed  partly  to  the  trtperior 
exertions  of  individaals,  and  especially  of  the  honorsxy  knl 
secretaries ;  I  mean  the  distncts  or  counties  of  HtmpfhiR 
and  Leicestershire  (Hear,  hear).  Being  myself  the  eos  ud 
the  brother  of  a  Norfolk  squire,  perhnps  I  mav  be  sQoved  to 
say  with  pride  that  the  county  of  Norfolk  sends  ns  85  dooon 
and  250  annual  subscribers  (cheers).  Well  now,  I  would 
suggest  one  Tery  cheap  and  simple  mode  of  eztendisg  a 
knowledge  of  the  society  in  those  districts  whieh  do  not  it 
present  contribute  to  our  exchequer,  and  eoofinning  ov 
hold  upon  those  which  do :  it  is,  that  we  should  endeavonr 
that  at  the  various  agricultural  dinners,  which  take  plaee 
every  year  «  Prosperi^  to  the  Roy»l  Agricnltursl  BeaeToleat 
Institution"  should  form  one  of  the  toasts,  and  be entnuted 
to  some  person  of  local  weight  and  influence.  If  he  be  s  braa 
of  local  weight  and  influence,  it  will  be  better  than  if  he  wm 
a  souire  (Hear,  hear) ;  bnt  at  all  events  let  him  poneii  those 
quadifications.  I  should  like  to  see  such  a  toast  prapoaed  by 
my  friend  Mr,  Brandram  at  the  next  agricnltoral  dinner  in 
H!ertfordshire.  No  one  conld  propose  that  toast  better ;  and 
though  Heitfordshire — thanks  much  to  him — hu  done  tti  vork 
worthily,  and  we  subscribe  largely,  still  if  the  example  be  onee 
set  of  bringing  the  institution  fkiriy  and  dearly  befon  the 
farmers  of  the  coun^,  it  might  be  followed  at  other  eoanty  fea- 
tivals  and  the  practice  become  general.  Further,  I  think  that 
the  editors  of  tne  great  county  newspapers  shonld  really  make 
a  feir  mention  of  the  society :  and  it,  besides  this,  we  eoold 
secure  in  the  more  distant,  and  at  present  niggardly  district!, 
honorary  local  secretaries  who  would  activdy  exert  them- 
selves to  get  farmers  to  take  an  interest  in  the  work,  then,  I 
think,  year  by  year  we  shonld  be  enabled  to  extend  the  benefiti 
of  this  institution.  There  is  one  object  to  which  I  wiih  to 
allude  that  is  only  partially  carried  out,  and  which,  to  my  mind, 
is  of  the  hiffhest  importance  to  the  community— I  mean  a  pro- 
vision for  the  orphan  children  of  poverty-stricken  fiirmen.  To 
soothe  and  cheer  the  bst  days  of  the  old  in  their  pts8a|e  to 
the  (prave  is  a  noble  and  a  lovely  charity.  But  for  the  oom- 
munity  at  large  it  is  perhaps  of  still  more  importance  that  the 
rising  generation,  which  is  to  infiuence  the  dsya  to  come, 
should  be  saved  from  the  adverse  influences  of  ignorance  and 
destitution,  and  trained  to  become  useful  membera  of  the  body 
poUtic.  I  have  here  to  appeal  to  the  ladies  who  have  honoured 
our  festival  with  their  presence.  This  is  an  object  to  which  th^ 
can  contribute,  and  I  cannot  believe  that  the  cry  of  the 
orphan  will  f^U  in  vain  on  the  heart  of  woman.  No», 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  why  have  I  thus  argaed?  To  inentx 
your  funds  (cheers).  And,  while  I  have  complained  of  the 
comparatively  small  proportion  of  subscribers,  let  it  not  for  a 
moment  be  supposed  that  I  am  dissatisfied  with  the  progress 
you  have  already  made.  On  the  contrary,  when  I  consider 
within  how  short  a  time  the  society  has  been  feonded,  and 
how  large  is  the  country  it  has  to  permeate,  I  see  ample  reasoj 
for  congratulation.  Within  the  past  year  you  have  distnbated 
amongst  the  pensionen  nearly  £3,500,  and,  besides  jowu^ 
subscriptions,  you  haTc  within  10  years  accumulated  £23,000, 
whidi  IS  now  invested  in  the  funds ;  and  while  your  reaonreea 
have  thus  increased,  your  expenditure  has  been  ahnoit  sa- 
nually  diminished ;  so  that  the  society  presents  eve7  groQM 
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_,  as  it  does,  «  moit  ran  and 
idninliila  eeonomy  of  maaminiaa^  with  a  benerdeDoe  which 
eoapniieBdB  in  ita  nnge  amictioii  and  old  age,  nenaions  for 
vidovBt  and  idiools  &r  onhant.  Knowing,  tnen,  that  I 
ineal  to  your  raaaon  as  well  as  to  toot  hearts,  I  give  yon 
"Frospentj  to  the  Bqyal  Agriooltonl  Bene? olent  laratotion'* 
(loadcheen). 

The  tosHt  having  been  dnmk  with  three  times  three^and 
EBdi  enthasiaaBi, 

Lad  ScucDKS  proposed  "  The  Chairman**  (Hear,  hear).  In 
ioiiigao  he  spoke  in  terms  of  admiration  of  the  speecn  jost 
leiimed,  and  eiprened  a  hope  that  it  wonld  be  cirenlated 
thioegliaiat  ttie  length  and  breadth  of  the  kingdom,  and 
iidaeeljuBeaahiie  ana  other  oonnties  which  had  been  rdforred 
to  as  wanifaatray  no  interest  in  the  society  to  become  liberal 
■bscribers  to  its  fluids.  He  had  idways  considered  the 
Boaber  ol  peiuioBS  too  small,  and  he  hoped  to  see  such  an 
iaenase  in  tne  sobscriptions  as  would  justify  a  great  extension. 
The  Chaikmjls  in  responding,  expressed  the  deep  interest 
rideh  he  had  &lt  in  agncoltore  eyer  since  he  became  con- 
nected by  property  and  residence  with  the  county  of 
Hertford. 

The  Chaibman  then  proposed,  '*  Our  Visitors  ;*'  which  was 
saitably  acknowledged  by  the  Hondnras  Minister. 

Mr.  Mbchi  propoeed,  "The  Agricnltaral  Societies  of 
Rngbiad,  Irdand,  and  Scotland,"  conpled  with  the  name  of 
Mr.  LoBg^  of  CSsmbiidgeshire  ^  in  doing  which,  he  congrata- 
Isted  tiie  oompany  that  the  society  was  not  called  a  "  charity,*' 
bat  a  "  benerolent"  institntion,  so  that  there  was  no  poni- 
bility  of  degradation  connected  with  the  reception  of  its 
,  also,  on  the  absence  of  almshonses  fh)m  the 

^  id.    As  reoarded    tiie  fotnre,  knowing  the 

BWMHh  of  agricutara,  the  capital  of  the  landownera 
r  to  1,600  millions,  and  that  of  the  tenant-farmeis  to 
loo  and  400  millions,  he  could  not  doubt  that  the 
eoBsdl  woold  obtain  all  the  aid  that  was  required  to  carry  out 
the  olgects  of  the  society.  The  speech  of  the  chairman  would  be 
dieBlated  through  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  would,  he 
was  codUeat,  bring  a  fitting  response. 
Mr.LoKa  hsTing  briefly  returned  thanks, 
Mr.  Jaxis  Battsb,  M.P.,  proposed  **'Sh»  Execative 
CQaca. 

Mr.  Gbajklbs  Sb  CA2fTBXLL»  in  responding,  assured  the 
eompaay  that  Ihe  oonnoil  bestowed  its  oest  attention  on  the 
a&irs  of  the  society,  and  congiatnkted  it  that  after  the 
appnxidiing  election  the  society  would  be  giving  about 
MjOOO  »-year  in  pensions— «  result  of  ten  years  work,  which 
sppeued  to  him  Terr  satisfhetorr,  and  which  he  belieYcd  had 
no  sanlld  in  tiie  nistoiy  of  oenerolent  institutions.  He 
empaatiaally  rsiMated  his  denial  of  last  year  that  there  was 
sny  poaad  fijr  impnting  to  the  council  extravagance  in  the 
Bunsnieiit  of  the  sooety,  and  gave  figures  in  support  of 

the  CHAnDCAS  proposed,  in  enbgistio  terms,  the  health  of 
"The  Secretary,**  for  which,  after  a  fitting  response,  Mr.  C. 
B.  Shaw  briefly  retomed  thanks,  expressing  lus  satisfaction  at 
finding  that  his  brief  tennre  of  ofllce  was,  at  aU  erents,  not 
c8Ba£rad  to  hare  been  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the 
society.    He  then  proceeded  to  propose  **  The  Honorary  Local 


Mr.  JoBJi  B.  B&AVDKAK  in  acknowledging  the  toast  depva- 
ested  any  udiie  parnmony  with  leoaid  to  the  pensions.  He 
was  fior  a  liberal  expenditure  of  the  money  subscribed,  be- 
lieriag  that  the  more  fVeely  the  society  spent  its  money  the 
■ore  easQy  it  would  obtain  increased  subscriptions.  As 
nguM  the  amounts  of  the  pensions,  he  thought  there  should 
be  £60  foe  married  couples,  MSO  for  single  male  pensioners, 
sad  235  for  single  femaiea. 

The  Be?.  O.  C.  Bebkblbt  expressed  a  hope  that  the  clergy 
ia  the  rural  districts  would  interest  themselves  in  the  society, 
sid  noke  of  the  sacoeas  of  his  own  efforts  in  that  respect  in 
a  Hsbded  part  of  Bnex. 

Mr.  Thovajs  Scott  then  proposed  the  concluding  toast  of 
"  Utt  Indies ;"  and  Mr.  Bound,  M.P.,  having  briefly  returned 
thanks  on  thev  behalf^  the  proceedings  terminated. 


THE  USB  OF  A  FAEMER'S  CLUB. 

At  the  dinner  of  the  Dorchester  Farmers*  Club,  Mr.  J. 
G.  HoMiK,  the  Chairman,  said  he  had  accepted  the  office 
of  president  fbr  another  year.  Last  year  he  sent  in  his 
resignation,  and  he  then  fully  made  up  his  mind  to  resign  the 
prsaidancy.  This  was  principally  on  account  of  the  small  at- 
tendance at  the  meetings.  He  was  pleased  to  say,  however, 
that  during  the  whole  of  the  past  session  eveiy  lecture  had 
been  well  attended,  which  was  an  encouragement  to  those  in 
office.  All  of  them  knew  that  the  object  of  the  dub  was  to 
consider  the  best  means  of  increasing  the  produce  of  the  conn- 
try— of  improving  agriculture ;  it  was,  therefore,  but  reason- 
able, to  expect  a  good  attendance  at  the  lectures.  He  was 
quite  sure  that  the  object  of  the  dnb  had  been  accomplished. 
He  was  satisfied  that  through  the  operations  of  different  dabs 
in  the  land  agriculture  had  been  improved,  and  that  it  now 
surpassed  what  it  was  some  ten  years  ago.  There  had,  of 
course,  been  certain  drawbacks  to  improvements.  They  would 
remember  the  drcumstanoe  of  a  friend,  an  old  and  respected 
friend,  a  former  member  of  the  Winfrith  Clnb— Mr.  Saunders 
— eending  in  his  resisnation.  They  would  remember  tiiat  a 
good  deal  was  said  about  the  improvements  effected  having 
been  taken  advantage  of  by  the  landlords.  Some  of  them 
wonld  bear  in  mind  what  was  said  on  this  subject.  Now  he 
(the  president)  did  not  think  that  was  the  case  with  all  the 
landlords.  He  did  not  think  that  every  landlord  would  take 
advantage  of  the  tenant  with  regard  to  tlie  improvement  of  the 
land.  He  should  be  sorry  to  think  so,  because  the  improve- 
ment of  the  land  was  the  staple  business  of  the  countiy,  and 
when  that  was  brought  about  by  better  farming  the  greater 
was  the  produce,  and  those  who  brought  it  about  were  general 
benebctors.  Matters,  perhaps,  were  not  at  all  times  equal  to 
their  wish ;  but  this  would  always  be  the  case  more  or  less. 
The  prices  realised  for  produce  wonld  not  at  times  meet  their 
outlay.  They  must  look  to  themselves  and  go  forward  as 
much  as  possible.  That  should  be  their  principle.  These 
dubs  must  b^  no  means  cease  their  work.  They  had  already 
tended  to  the  improvement  of  agriculture,  and  they  would  still 
continue  to  do  so.  He  admitted  that  there  were  many  in- 
stances of  improvement  being  taken  advaQtageot  For  instance, 
when  a  man*s  form  had  been  very  much  improved  firom  capital, 
and  indeed  extra  capital  Uid  out  upon  it,  one  of  the  first  tnings 
he  was  liable  to  was  falling  in  contact  with  the  assessment 
committee,  who  wonld  probably  say,  "  Here  is  a  farm  assessed 
at  so  and  so ;  we  most  put  on  16  per  cent,  because  of  the  im- 
provements which  have  been  effected.'*  Now  that  was  one 
thing  which  was  not  a  great  inducement  to  a  person  to  im- 
prove his  farm.  Then,  again,  local  taxation  had  had  some 
effect  noon  agricnltnre.  Local  taxation  was,  in  hii  opinion, 
eventnauy  a  landlord's  question  and  not  a  tenant^s.  It  was  a 
tenant's  question,  he  granted,  during  the  time  of  his  lease— 
daring  his  oocnpancv — ^when  he  had  additional  rates  and  taxes 
put  on;  but  eventually  it  must  be  a  landlord's  question.  Those 
in  possession  of  leases  must,  he  knew,  bear  the  first  brunt ; 
that  was  one  of  the  drawbacks  to  which  he  had  referred.  It 
could  not  be  overlooked  that  additional  local  rates  were  loom- 
ing in  the  distance.  One  of  the  first  additions  would  be  a  rate 
fivr  education.  He  said  by  all  means  let  the  children  be  edu- 
cated; but  then  it  appeared  that  Government  were  easinff 
themselves  and  casting  the  burden  upon  the  local  rates.  StUI, 
however,  they  were  not  to  look  to  the  Legislature.  The  Legis- 
lature, he  believed,  had  never  benefited  agriculturists  in  the 
least.  But  he  would  not  trench  upon  politics.  The  great 
thing  thev  had  to  do  in  connection  with  tnese  sodeties  was  to 
look  to  themsdves,  to  fhrm  their  land  better,  to  assist  one 
another.  For  his  own  part  he  had  derived  considerable  benefi- 
firom  these  sodeties,  ana  they  should  continue  to  have  his  sup- 
port. He  conduded  by  expressing  a  hope  for  the  success  of 
the  dub  during  the  next  session. — [We  gave  some  report  of 
the  other  speeches  in  a  recent  number.] 
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FABM     PHOTOGBAFHS. 
CENTRAL  YORKSHIRE. 


This  name  will  not  be  found  in  the  voMf* ;  neither  will 
Bndibew  nor  Mnrre/  throw  any  light  n^n  the  anlq'eet. 
For  parliamentary  purposes  Yorkshire  is  difided  into  three 
Ridings— North,  East»  and  West ;  and  the  latter  is  again 
subdivided  into  three  divisions,  each  represented  by  two 
members.  It  has  also  its  Wapentakes,  or  Hundreds,  its 
Petty  Sessional  divisions  for  local  government,  and  its 
Unions  and  parishes  for  poor-law  bnsiaess ;  yet  no  one  of 
these  is  coincident  ¥rith  tiie  agrioultural  district  which  we 
allude  to.  It  is  a  district  large  and  important,  and  con- 
tains within  its  limits  decidedly  representative  specimens 
of  "the  best  of  everything*'  thiSb  English  agriculture 
possesses — good  land,  well  Ikrmed  and  well  stocked — 
horses,  cattle,  sheep,  and  nigs  being*equally  cultivated. 

This  district  is  really  what  we  have  named  it — Centnd 
Yorkshire;  being  situate  as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  very 
middle  of  the  great  county.  It  is  of  irregular  figure,  and 
may  be  geneially  described  as  a  paralellogram,  bounded 
on  the  east  by  the  North  Eastern  Railway,  from  Mil- 
ford  Junction  via  York  to  Easingwold ;  and  on  the  west 
by  the  North  Eastern  Railway  from  Leeds  to  Ripon. 
Ais  district  has  in  it  the  important  towns  of  LMds, 
York,  Ripon,  Borobridge,  Knaresboro',  Harrogate,  We- 
therby  and  Tadoaster,  and  a  population  greater  than 
that  of  any  other  agricultural  district  of  the  same 
sixe  in  England.  Its  agricultural  capabilities  are  as  varied 
as  its  situation  will  permit.  It  does  not  produce  hops ; 
but  every  other  description  of  live  and  dead  produce  are 
staples^  Every  kind  of  cereal  and  green  crop  is  produced 
in  the  highest  excellence  on  the  new  red  sandstone  range 
between  York  and  Borobridge.  The  limestone  belt  run- 
ning from  Knaresboro'  to  Nottingham  is  a  highly-farmed 
turnip  and  barley  district. 

The  extensive  district  Over  the  coal  measures  is  produc- 
tive of  wheats  and  clovers  unsurpassed.  While  the  por- 
tion of  the  Great  Vale  of  York,  of  the  valleys  of  the  Nidd 
and  VTharfe,  which  run  across  the  district,  offer  a  large 
area  of  alluvial  soil,  adapted  to  any  and  every  sort  of 
crop ;  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  several  towns,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Ouse,  and  alongside  the  Nidd,  and  the 
sparkling  Wharfe  are  pasture  luids  upon  which  a  heca- 
tomb of  beeves  and  oxen  are  annuallj  fatted  for  the  pub- 
lic market ;  and  broad  meadows  where  the  grass-mower 
**  has  ample  room  and  verge  enough,"  and  where  it  has 
already  relieved  muscle  of  many  a  heavy  strain  in  cutting 
the  thick  nass. 

In  this  land  of  fleece  and  corn,  of  hoof  and  horn,  there 
are  fhmons  sports  and  Mstimee.  Cricket  holds  sway  on 
many  aviUage green,  and  the  championof  the  ball.  Freeman, 
learnt  the  alphabet  of  his  art  unoer  the  walls  of  the  now 
rural  village  of  Alborough,  once  a  borough  sending  two 
members  to  Parliament ;  the  quondam  Isurium  of  the 
Romans,  and,  before  Romulus  was  bom  and  Rome  founded, 
Iseur,  the  capital  of  the  ancient  Britains.  Green  forests 
and  woods  there  are  here  too,  and  park  demesnes,  where  the 
fox  is  ssered,  except  when  the  horsemen  gallop  down  the 
broad  gUdes  to  hear 

The  music  of  the  hounds 
Unoouple  in  the  western  vslley. 
But  we  must  pull  up  at  present.    We  are  on  holy  ground. 
At  this  moment  the  sporting  agricultural  spirit  of  the 
district  is  struck  dumb  with  sorrow  at  the  Grecian  tragedy, 
wheye  one  of  the  truest  hearted  of  Yorkthiremen  ftU 


victim  to  miserable  political  intrigue..  He  was  indeed 
"  the  noblest  Roman  of  them  all !"  and  those  who  know 
how  cUnnish  Yorkshiremen  are,  will  nnderatand  the  spirit 
of  indignation  that  just  now  reigns  in  every  house  snd 
cottage  in  this  locality.  Here  is  Utt  broad  territory  over 
which  his  noble  relative  holds  sway — Studley,  where  the 
monks  of  old  lived,  and  fiihed,  and  quaffed,  with  as  few 
cares  and  as  many  of  the  good  things  of  this  life  u  was 
good  for  them— Studlwr,  where  the  "first  white  bull;* 
a  very  earlv  ticket  in  the  herd-book,  held  his  levee,  and 
where  the  lordly  Shorthorn  has  ever  since  been  a  standard 
"institution.'*  Here  too,  is  Newby  Hall,  where  the  be- 
reaved mother  was  when 

She  read 
Who  in  his  shroud  lay  sleeping. 

Here  where,  a  year  and  a-half  ago,  she  saw  one  of  her 
sons  narrowly  escape  death,  and  another  of  her  bnre 
boys  (koe  it  time  after  time  to  save  others  from  the  sodden 
death  that  came  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  apoa 
master,  huntsman,  and  two  of  the  first  flight  of  the 
Ainsty.  The  loss  at  the  ferry  of  Newby  of  Sir  Obarlei 
Sliugsby,  Mr.  Lloyd,  Mr.  Robinson,  Orvis  the  whipperio, 
and  the  two  boatmen,  father  and  son,  in  Pebmary,  1869, 
opened  a  wound  which  has  not  yet  healed,  and  which 
this  new  affliction  has  caused  to  bleed  afiresh.  GaUant, 
chivalrous,  patient,  pious,  mild  and  soft-mannered,  yet 
affectionate  and  brave,  the  name  of  Frederic  Vyner— 
"  poor  Fred  I'*— will  long  be  held  up  to  honour  under 
every  roof-tree  in  this  broad  county,  and  will  be  ssao- 
ciated  in  memory  with  "  Sir  Charles,"  whose  name  is 
yet  "  a  household  word"  with  farmers  and  sportsmen. 

Well  do  we  remember  the  last  of  the  Slingsbjfs  and 
his  pluck  as  a  boy,  when  he  hunted  his  own  harriers,  first 
on  toot  and  then  on  his  pony ;  and  often  have  we,  when 
he  was  Master  of  the  Hounds,  and  master  of  the  art  too, 
witnessed  his  perseverance  and  patience,  and  admired 
still  more  that  calmness  of  temper  which  neither  design 
nor  accident  could  overoome.  To  have  felt  his 
welcome,  and  to  have  occasionally  given  him  the  gat«, 
ia  a  jewel  of  a  reminiscence  to  be  carefully  stored.  We. 
too,  have  met  Lloyd  and  Robinson  in  the  field,  and  hire 
seen  the  htter  go  as  he  could  go.  With  Mr.  Uoydwehare 
marched  over,  through  and  in  Knavesmire  when  the  hea- 
vens opened  and  the  rains  fell  upon  the  devoted  heads  of 
her  Miyesty's  gaUant  Volunteers ;  and  ne  have  sat  at  his 
elbow  at  the  mess,  where  his  smiles  and  bon-hommie  en- 
deared him  to  every  junior,  and  gained  him  the  respect  of 
all. 

Few  yean  have  elapsed  since  Sir'  Charles  eoasolted  ns 
on  some  little  agricultural  difficulty ;  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  mastered  his  subject,  and  cast  bsck  and  qnir* 
tered  the  ground,  and  hunted  every  inch  of  it  till  he 
came  to  a  conclusion,  we  well  remember. 

But  he  had  no  vanity.  He  "  did  not  profess  to  be » 
great  gun  at  farming."  Neither  did  he  profeas  to  be 
such  in  hunting ;  but  he  was  one.  "  The  first  smatenr 
huntsman  and  master  of  his  field  in  England."  A  fsiy 
great  authority  says  this ;  but  we  back  it,  and  utter  it  u 
our  own,  and  will  take  the  responsibility. 

When  men  of  this  calibre  ride  over  the  land,  fox* 
hunting  and  farming  must  go  hand  in  hand.  ^^^.  ?' 
tinctions  and  political  opinions  weigh  little  after  An/ 
minutes/if^  across  country ;  and  the  gap  which  has  been 
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*i&  in  flOTtf^de  toeiety,  wliera  tlie  farmer  and  liig 

liadbri  winnow  that  tpor&ng  and  (arming  chaff,  and  giro 

11^  tike  firedy,  has  heen  widened  hr  the  cdd-blo^ed 

■vder  of  so  young  and  popular  niemoer  of  the  hunt  as 

FnimA  Yyner.     But  the  last  year  was  a  sinister  one, 

ud  poUie  sympathy  was  excited  by  other  disasters  in 

the  ^nrting  world.     Amongst  these  we  may  mention  the 

doth  of  poor  Ponlter  the  whip,  who  saw  his  master  and 

koatsBisn  sink  boneath  the  waters,  and  who,  eicaping  the 

JMgw  of  the  "  flood "  in  Febmary,  perished  in  the 

"  fidd  "  over  a  grip  in  NoTember ;  and  the  awfully  sud- 

des  snd  &tal  accident  in  May  to  a  well-known  and 

lugUy-esteemed  agricnltnrist  in  the  district — poor  Tom 

Raoosm.    One  of  a  race  of  sporting  farmers — he  lo?ed 

Sir  Titton's  thoroughbreds  and  Leioesters — he  had  won 

the  iRixe,£50,  for  the  best-managed  farm,  and  many  times 

earned  off  loeil  prixes  as  a  sheep-breeder.    As  an  ama- 

teir  steeple-ehue  rider,  he  formerly  won  frequently,  and 

wts  for  twenty  years  across  country,  one  of  the  best  of 

the  "  BramhAin-moor  Blaekcoats."      Fearless   in  the 

nddle,  he  met  his  death  out  of  it ;  being  killed  instan- 

ttBeooily  while  acting  as  judge  at  a  horse-race  near 

Wetherby.    We  mention  these  **  moving  incidents,"  be- 

0096  in  onr  recent  wanderings  we  found  them  in  every- 

^ft  month : 

Tale ! — ^Lord  love  you, 
I  have  no  other  tale  to  tell. 

vu  virtoslly  onr  answer,  now  that  the  deaths  of  Yyner 
aid  his  companions  have  brought  back  to  memory  and  to 
nmtioa,  the  other  local  disasters.  And  one  or  other 
of  theie  gloomy  pictures  in  all  cases  have  we  listened  to, 
helore  ve  could  get  any  attention  to  our  objects,  or  elicit 
»  ^^  bet  or  feature  useful  to  our  agricultural  photo- 
gnph.  It  is  then  with  bated  breath  and  subdued  tone  that 
cTcn  yti  hone,  hound,  or  hunter  is  mentioned  at  any 
fvma't  or^naiy  between  York  and  Ripon. 

Bat  "sfter  darkneu  cometh  the  light"  Young  blood 
ntOTeth  qnieUy,  and  fiuming  and  foxhunting  will  again 
^MQiaethe  pc^ular  toast. 

la  this  fine  district,  then,  with  an  eye  for  pleasure  as 
vdl  ss  boaineas — scenery  and  fishing,  as  well  as  farming 
wd  photogr^hing — we  have  pitched  our  tents/(7r  the 
pwscBt.  Whence  we  come,  and  where  we  go,  we  say 
Bot ;  bat  "  here  we  are !"  And  that  is  all  that  any  one 
viH  care  to  know ;  except  that;  whenever  we  have  been 
told  of  anything  to  see  or  learn  "  in  onr  line"  there  we 
^tifone;  and  whenever  we  shall  find  that  there  is 
MQetJiing  worth  seeing  that  we  have  not  seen,  there  we 
ihallgQf 

Before  attempting  to  bring  our  art  to  bear  on  the 
^neoltnral  specialities  of  puticular  persons  and  places 
thst  nay  be  worthy  of  "  fixing,"  we  shall,  on  this  ooca- 
kioii.  limply  attempt  to  picture  the  general  agricultural 
position  of  the  district  at  the  present  moment.  The  first 
feature  we  must  notice  in  onr  written  photogram  is  the 
vttther.  Wdl  for  us,  under  the  canvas,  and  in  our  wan- 
mugs,  snd  weU  for  the  country  it  is,  that  it  is  now 
genial  and  bvely.  May  began  inauspiciously  with  cold 
viads  and  nighi  iroats.  About  the  middle  of  the  month 
^^  was  a  rainfUl,  and  since  then  we  have  had  uniu- 
*mpted  sunshine.  Poets  in  all  ages  have  sung  the 
pwesof  May,  the  "merrie  month,"  when,  as  Reginald 
Heberaays, 

flocks  on  the  mountains. 

And  birds  upon  their  spray. 
Tree,  turf,  andf  fonutains 
AUhold  holiday; 
And  love,  the  life  of  liviog  things, 
Love  waves  hit  torch  and  daps  his  wings, 
And  lend  and  wide  thy  praises  sing. 
Thou  meny  month  of  May. 
^e  ve  at  the  ffind  of  it»  and  it  ia  not  the  least  of  ito 


attractions  that  it  brings  us  to  the  portal  of  June,  the 
queen  of  months  in  England.  In  this  month  the  day 
reaches  its  full  length,  flowers  attain  their  perfection  of 
bloom  ;  earth  gleams  and  glows  with  beauty ;  birds  are 
in  full  song ;  earth,  air,  and  water  teem  with  life,  and  all 
Nature  is  gay  and  joyous.  On  the  &rm  this  change  is 
now  seen.  The  trees  are  in  full  foliage,  the  qaickthom 
has  burst  into  leaf,  and  the  hedges  are  green  walls  fringed 
with  the  sweet  may  bloom.  The  fruit  blossom  is  on 
every  tree,  and  the  orchards  in  the  landscape  look  like  a 
mass  of  rich  lace  thrown  here  and  there  upon  the  carpet 
of  the  earth.  The  wheat  plant  has  changed  in  colour 
from  the  sickly  yellow  to  the  dark  green,  and  its  broad 
leaf  waves  heavdy  as  the  sap  circulates  rapidly  in  the 
pores,  and  the  materials  which  will  eventually  form  the 
stem  and  the  ear  accumulate.  The  spring  com  has  also 
grown  out  of  its  delicate  first  blade,  and  now  totally  hid^ 
the  brown  clods  of  the  soil.  The  very  bare  pastures  of 
the  spring  have  become  a  mass  of  fine  dark  green  herbage, 
and  are  gilded  with  a  profusion  of  the  buttercup  and  cow- 
slip, the  former  being  a  true  indication  of  the  wealth  of 
the  soil  and  the  richness  of  the  pasture.  And  the 
meadows,  which  looked  starved  and  mean  in  early  May, 
though  backward,  are  now  fresh  and  vigorous.  This  is 
all  the  effect  of  a  fortnight  of  fine  genial  weather,  after 
rains.  Before  the  rain  came  cold  winds  from  the  N.E. 
ruled ;  the  nights  were  very  cold,  and  on  the  4th  of  May 
vegetation  was  cut  off  by  the  frost.  The  long  tedious 
winter  and  the  cold  spring  had  kept  back  the  early  bite  of 
grass,  and  winter  food  was  exhausted  before  v^etation 
had  made  a  move ;  so  that  the  old  grass  was  eat  up  to  the 
quick,  and  three  weeks  a^o  the  pastures  were  truly  like 
Falstaff's  contingent,  as  they  marched  through  Coventry, 
Exceeding  poor  and  bare. 

The  wheat  plant,  at  that  time,  looked  in  many  places 
rugged  from  the  ravages  of  insect  enemies,  and  from  the 
loss  of  root  doring  winter.  The  hoe,  however,  has  been 
busily  employed,  and  the  improvement  in  the  appearauce 
of  the  crop  during  the  hst  ten  days  has  been  very  great. 
We  say  "  the  appearance,"  because  in  those  places  where 
the  crop  is  patchy,  from  loss  of  root,  the  vigorous  growth 
now  going  on  and  the  broad  leaf  that  has  been  developed, 
cover  up  the  vacancies  caused  by  the  loss  of  plant,  and 
conceal  the  real  thinness  of  the  crop.  The  improvement 
that  the  present  fine  weather  has  produced  in  the  wheat 
crop  is  therefore  nothing  more  than  is  always  to  be  ex- 
pected, either  early  or  kter,  in  June ;  and  is  nothing  to 
build  a  theory  of  future  productiveness  upon.  And  in 
the  cases  to  which  we  have  referred,  where  the  root  of 
the  plant  has  perished,  it  really  only  covers  up  deficiencies 
and  gives  the  crop  a  better  external  aspect. 

The  failures  in  the  wheat  crop  we  find  to  be  quite  as 
extensive  and  numerous  in  this  county  as  in  all  others 
where  we  have  lately  travelled.  Reports  concur  in  stat- 
ing that  the  same  is  the  case  generally  throughout  the 
kingdom.  Certainly  here,  on  the  light  lands  after  clover 
and  seeds,  where  wheat  is  taken  generally,  tipon  open 
fallows  and  upon  bean  and  pea  stubbles,  crops  with  suffi- 
cient plant  are  quite  the  exception.  As  a  rule  they  are 
patchy.  In  many  instances  large  portions  are  very  thin, 
and  in  some  cases  the  roots  have  all  gone.  In  these  cases 
the  crop  continued  to  go  away  during  April,  instead  of 
gathering  root  as  might  have  been  expected.  So  that  not 
nearly  as  many  farmers  ploughed  up  the  tailing  patches, 
and  resowed  them  with  barley  as  might  have  done  so. 
Where  the  wheat  has  sufficient  plant,  it  is  however  look- 
ing capital.  The  weather  has  done  all  for  it  that  could 
be  done,  as  it  glories  in  a  fine  dry  period  of  some  dura- 
tion after  rain  in  May,  and  always  in  June  assumes  the 
rich  dark  green  foliage  that  seems  to  indicate  full  health 
and  vigour— hence  the  old  rhyme : 
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Go,  look  tt  yonr  oroptin  Hfty 

And  |oa  wn  wan  to  o»iiie  miepittg  AWiqrs 

Bat  vitit  them  agaia  in  Jane 

And  joa*ll  liog  a  dilliBcent  tnne. 

Tliebarlflgn  and  oats  are  looking  lumiftakflalily  weU 
here.  Thef  are  foil  of  f^t,  and  wcU  Ibrwvd.  If 
Joneann  gets  to  the  soil  it  nukea  bad  work  «f  the 
yield  of  the  barley  erop»  henoe  the  edvrataiie  of  early 
iowing.  Genaidering  that  in  thia  distriot  the  ihrmer 
gfoira  turnips  on  nearly  all  hia  fallow  braak,  «xeept 
whers  potatoea  are  grown,  and  thst  eome  of  these  tnr- 
nipa  mast  neeessarily  be  oonanmed  on  the  soil  in  spring, 
the  qoaotity  of  late  sown  barley  is  ymy  soalL  Knowing 
how  ioon  Boistore  ese^s,  evsiy  eifori  appean  to  be 
made  here  to  get  the  seed  barley  in  qvickly,  and  efeiy 
energy  of  man,  horae,  and  maohiae  ia  coBoeatratad  for 
that  ofajeot,  when  the  tarnipa  in  «C  and  the  barley  haa 
to  be  pnt  in. 

ftpring  beens  end  peas  avs  onty  looking  aodsnts, 
but  winter  beaoa  are  n  miaerable  let.  If  they  have  not, 
to  ose  a  fiuwng  phrase,  "  atood  the  winter"  in  ooeaenae, 
they  have  certainly  doae  so  in  anothsr;  for  they  have 
oeitainly  siood  $Hll,  and  made  no  improvement  daring 
winter  or  apring.  The  Mom  have  hesa  thoroqghiy 
done ;  the  whole  ne  now  elsea ;  aad  eoeh  aa  am  net 
aown  are  gnite  fit  for  the  tnrnip.  Swedea  are  aow  neeriy 
aU  aoim.  In  many  eaam  hw  the  aersage  grown  wisa 
pat  in  a  month  ago.  Thoae  aowa  then  are  now  weii  ap, 
and  fighting  bravely  with  the  fly.  If  rain  ehoaid  eome 
qaieklv  it  woald  gi%'«  them  great  help.  The  swedes  sown 
rsoently  are  in  gnat  aeed  of  vain.  In  aome  iastanem 
the  seed  will  not  vegetate  owing  to  the  deieienqr  of 
moistnre  in  the  soil ;  in  others  it  haa  vegetated,  bat  ean 
aoarody  form  root«  and,  oertainly,  if  dry  weather  should 
continae  for  many  days  longer  the  yonng  plant  will 
snocnmb  before  the  combined  inflaence  of  the  dronght 
and  the  fly. 

In  both  these  eases  the  advent  of  rain  is  a  necessity  to 
the  crop.  The  white  tnmipa,  which  are  now  being  sown, 
will  rest  quiet  in  the  soil  tiU  rain  does  come ;  and  upon 
the  date  when  that  shall  occur  will  the  bulk  of  the  crop 
depend.  A  late  crop  in  this  distiict  is  seldom  an  average 
one,  never  a  good  one.  The  advantages  of  early  aowing 
turnips  are  an  aecepted  doctrine  by  the  best  men  here, 
who  Isim  highly  and  use  cake,  and  hand  tillages  as  well, 
freely.  Autumn  scarifying  and  cleaning,  steam' smashing, 
and  the  use  of  cultivators  instead  of  ploughs  at  spring  are 
the  agencies  which  accomplish  the  work — ^horse-power  in 
abundance  in  antumn  is  required  to  do  this,  but  the  re- 
lief is  found  at  spring,  when  the  whole  physical  power  of 
the  farm  can  be  applied  to  getting  in  the  crop,  instead  of 
sweating  and  broiling  in  the  sun  to  get  out  the  quicks 
and  to  tarn  the  soil  over  and  over  till  it  is  leaked  into 
either  Urge,  moderate,  or  minute  bricks  as  the  case  may 
be,  incapable  oi  affording  soluble  nutriment  to  the  young 
rootlet  and  the  vegetating  seed  until  rain  comes  in 
abundance;  for  an  ordinary  summer  shower  has  no  elect 
npon  land  in  that  condition. 

The  mildew  was  formerly  a  bugbear  to  early  sowing ; 
it  is  no  longer  so  here.  If  the  early-sown  swedes  are 
highly  manoKd  they  will  get  grown  into  a  good  crop  before 
they  are  touched  by  the  mildew,  and  will  swell  again  in  the 
autumn,  after  being  mildewed,  and  get  to  be  much 
heavier  than  the  late-sown  ones  that  are  not  touched  with 
mildew.  Of  course,  to  sow  swedes  early  on  poor  soil,  or 
oa  any  soil,  without  manuring  freely,  both  with  fiirm- 
yard  and  bought  fertilize's,  is  folly.  It  is  equally  folly  to 
use  fertilisers  freely,  and  to  lose  the  advantages  of  early 
aowing,  especially  on  a  large  farm,  where  one  field  may 
be  aown  rather  later,  and  kept  for  the  very  latest  con- 
sumption. Along  with  the  implements  named  above  the 
water-dxil)  Is  n«w  adopted  in  man^jr  localities  hcs«.    At 


the  present  moment  it  is  doing  good  swiee,  and  wiM  at 
loag  he  ia  famial.  ase.  The  awagold  k  a  gosd  ybnt, 
aad  •moeya  the  pesasat  aaaahiaa.  it"digs  dc^"fcr 
its  flsod,  aad  flonriahes  beet  in  sammsr  westhcr.  Tke 
eaiiy  potatoes,  thoai^  cheeked  by  the  severe  frost  in  tk 
first  week  of  May,  hare  recovered,  aad  the  geasrsl  crap 
is  aow  weU  ap,  aad  looks  promiaiag.  This  distnet  i«  is 
repate  lor  its  bright^hssrea  Leieerter  wed,  sad  tbii  jar 
the  cUp  haa  beea  good.  Aa  improved  ay«tem  of  vssUsg 
haa  beoome  moca  geaenL  The  crop  of  \m\»  ii  t  faU 
oae,  aad  the  sheep  stock  healthy.  Now  that  the  putsm 
are  atocked  great  aaxiety  ia  felt  for  the  health  of  eittit 
Thia  district  enifered  grsatly  ia  the  ^lagae  ym,  Tbe 
foot-and-moath  disease  was  almoat  nnivenal  Uat  pr; 
aad  the  plenro-paennwnia  "hit  hard"  in  ptttienlir 
loealities.  The  Imaea  ana  begiaaing,  hawever,  to  be 
aware  that  they  maat  aaaist  the  aathorities  iaeuiyiBi; 
oat  the  law  aad  in  pnttiag  oat  the  parties  who  islringt 
it  by  moving  diseased  eaimala  about,  if  they  wiik  (• 
praveat  their  feeding  paaUires  and  dairiss  beiag  t^ 
made  proflOen  by  the  viaitatiaa  of  dtimaw  anoint  (heir 
live  Bto^  Pleuro-pnenmonia  has  for  many  yeai  de- 
cimated the  eattk  oa  the  grasiag  Umdahere.  If  the 
now  Order  ia  Coanoil  whieh  lagahites  the  tnaiit  of 
cattle  by  sea  as  well  aa  land,  and  the  Orden  aiieadria 
force  relative  to  moving  home-bred  stock,  should  be 
effective  in  excluding  this  diaeaae  from  onr  fami,  tie 
fermar  will  iook  baolE  oa  pravions  losses  without  r^i 
ihbfiUm^  iouanaity  from  each  attacks  being  comiieDa^ 
tioa  in  full  for  the  past  That  this  wili  occur  we  hive 
great  frith.  The  sea-passsge  from  Ireland  hu  alvtyt 
seamed  to  be  the  fans  et  Qrigo  of  the  dlMsae.  Tte 
honaa  of  that  passsfl^  in  aome  cases  have  been  demcted. 
The  crash  and  esoitement  on  going  on  bosrd-tbe 
crowding  and  heat— the  sea«suffering— the  night-swe^ 
and  putrid  atmoaphen— the  early-morning  chill— the  cold 
bath  at  landing  when  awnm  ashore— and  the  daap 
groond  for  a  lair— have  been  iHifficient  to  sow  the  leedi 
of  disease  freely  amongst  a  drove  of  cattle ;  and  Uiese 
have  ripened  and  bom  fruit  in  the  death  of  hundrediof 
valoable  aaimals  in  ourpaatnrea.  On  this  ground  uooe 
can  we  explain  the  arbitrary  and  excentric  coute  it  n& 
throughout  the  country  last  ye<ur. 

*«  Nunc  hue,  nnnc  illuc,  et  ntroque  sine  ordnuie  corril." 
This  ia  iU  pecaliarity.  When  existing  in  a  diitrict  it 
harasses  the  farmer  by  being  always  with  him  or  tboat 
him,  aad  by  being  intermittent  ao  frr  that  if  he  be  fr^  ot 
it  to-day,  to-morrow  it  may  make  ito  appearance.  Wo» 
it  sweeps  away  a  drove  of  lean  stock,  and  next  it  t^» 
the  one  prime  buUock  intended  for  Smithfield.  iNor 
Smith's  friah  heifers  faU  victims,  while  Jonee'i  Scotcfc 
bnUoeks  in  the  uext  field  escape ;  and  Eobinson  i  Short* 
horn  Peeresses  are  struck  down,  while  the  half-bred  oulcb 
oowa  on  tho  same  bam  escape  scathless. 

Jn  one  year,  out  of  pne  noble  pasture  ttj^t««/*^ 
ago,  we  loat  foity-eight  head  of  cattle— lean.  half-f»t,«j»i 
frt.  Our  neighbour,  separated  by  an  iron  hurdle  only, 
escaped  without  loss.  Next  year,  however,  he  wn  to  * 
serious  «tent  victimixe^.  The  regulations  which  are  now 
the  law  of  the  land,  to  our  mind  may,  if  ^}^^YL 
earned  out,  for  the  future  prcaerve  our  herds  from  ue* 
visiUtions.  At  least  they  will  seriously  lessen  the  riiw  o 
infection  j  but  if  they  exclude  plouro-pnenmonia  tHey  wm 
be  the  greateat  "blessing  and  boon"  that  ^^\^^^f''^, 
fcrred  upon  the  agricultural  intvest  by4he  wisdom  ot  onr 
legislators. 

THE  STAFF  OF  LIF|1.— The  Cornish  bmsd  ii  decidedly 
the  best  thatlhave  ever  seen,  and  that  which  I  twted  «J 
Lnndy  Iskad  would  make  the  Mane  of  say  bsksr,  if  It  sosn 
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Be  fnkat^  is  fhe  London  markat,  instead  of  the  bnbUy. 
Mtfioi,  tiiteleM  stair  which  we  are  onfortanately  ooodemnei 
feflilL  The  kmree  are  wnally  lar^  and  will  fill  a  room  with 
h  fresh  uaell  of  com :  the^rain  is  excessirelj  close,  but 
■^  of  festher  weigfat.  I  have  used  the  phraae,  **  condemned 
toMt,"  lad  verily  it  means  a  great  deal ;  I  may  also  add 
'mdaaatd  to  drunk."  It  is  no  nse  banng  a  penny,  if  yon 
flcoospsUed  to  pot  np  with  a  halfpenny's  worth ;  it  isa  dead 
Inflf  hslf  yonr  fortnna— fifty  per  eent.  dednoted  at  ouoe,  and 
libit  is  the  Bost  annoying  way ;  lipr  I  woold  mnch  rather  pay 
fiAj  per  aest  over,  and  obtain  the  article  I  want,  than  kiee 
%  pef  eeat  the  other  way,  the  aetnal  moneyed  loss  being  the 
am  is  dthsr  case.  Free  tnule  is  all  very  well,  bnt  free  trsde 
in  serer  iatended  to  spell  "  lioeaee."  It  is  plain  that  the 
opitsliit  vith  only  n  penny  has  no  ehoioe  in  the  matter — 
ke  nut  ps J  his  ^ennj  and  get  a  halfpenny-worth ;  bis  is  the 
asM  vhich  rsanires  eapeeial  attention.  The  seller  says, "  If 
JOS  OB  pay  lor  mT  goods,  yon  shall  have  them ;"  and  he 
tkisb  thai  he  is  really  etnting  the  ease  honestly  on  its  bearings. 
Heitjt:  "  Do  yon  wnntbreikdP  I  have  loaTes  at  one  penny, 
ttopesee,  thieepeaoe,  of  one  and  the  same  size  and  order  of 
biesd,  bst  more  attention  is  paid  to  the  preparation  of  one  sort 
thu  snother,  because  we  find  it  pays  the  trade/'  To  discuss 
the  nbjeet  on  its  aserits,  it  is  necessary  to  oommenoe  at  the 
hiCtosisg ;  the  radical  idea  must  be  exhumed  for  liberal  dis- 
(SMOB.  What  is  the  radical  idea?  FreetiadeP  No;  bnt 
tmfe  is.  Why  is  any  one  allowed  to  tradeP  Oh,  to  make  a 
frrtoae  tapidfy,  or  sbwly,  as  the  case  may  be,  bnt  certainly  to 
Bake  one  ss  rapidly  aa  possible.  Such  may  be  considered  one 
n&sl idea  sboat  another  radical  idea;  bnt  is  it  the  correet 
Me?  Cettsialy  not.  Again,  I  will  ask,  Whr  is  a  man  allowed 
ts  tnds  ?  Why  are  the  baker,  the  grocer,  the  butcher  allowed 
to  0^  their  »ops  P  Because  the  pocer  must  eat  bread,  the 
b^  noit  est  grooerice,  and  both  baker  and  grocer  must  eat 
ttinsl  food.  Life  most  go  on ;  for  once  the  creature  is  bom, 
otsdoB  beeomes  responnble,  and  places  its  responsibility  in 
theKnijiuiship  of  oertain  of  its  pAits.  The  stallion  protects 
^  troop  of  wild  msures;  the  bull,  the  herd  of  wild  cows ; 
<>n>  mioeks,  and  nvers  protect  the  grass  and  the  cattle 
innw  OD  it  Take  away  the  stallion,  take  away  the  bull,  the 
tiM>  mlioefcs,  and  rirers,  and  the  world  would  wither,  parch, 
ad  die.  A  want  is  supplied  to  keep  the  stallion  and  his  troop, 
tfe  bili  sad  his  herd,  the  trees,  hillocks,  and  rivers  from  preying 
A  (sdi  othsr.  Such  a  want  is  man,  together  with  the  other 
wden  of  creation.  Man  is  born,  and  lives  on  the  rest ;  gene- 
ntes  icateocsB,  and  makes  bread.  Savages  become  civilised, 
hsti  bceoae  houses,  ^rass  yieUs  to  cabbage ;  knowledge  in- 
CRMs,  eolleets  the  spice,  and  the  grocer  is  made.  Why  is  the 
iaUrauuleP  Why  u  the  grocer  madeP  Because  the  rest  of 
the  vorU  require  the  bread  and  the  spice.  Ages  follow  ages, 
wsses  beeosM  towns,  towns  become  cities,  shops  are  opened, 
^ccBoes  praeared.  Why  are  licences  procured—to  raise  money 
nr  the  tsxss  ?  Partially  lo,  but  to  throw  a  responsibility  upon 
u«.  teller.  What  responsibility  P  That  of  selling  a  sound 
■rtieifl,  and  the  soundest  article  for  tlie  money.  I  have  now 
■nired  st  sn  important  point  in  the  argument.  I  wish  par- 
jiajariy  to  show  that  the  seller  is  allowed  to  seU  simply 
b^caaie  othexs  want ;  a  oertain  responsibility  is  thrown  on 
hio,  oaady,  to  provide  a  want.  The  carrying  out  his  respon- 
abiljty  sUo«s  bun  to  support  himself,  wifo,  and  ihnaily ;  and  as 
the  Baking  a  oertain  amount  of  snperiloons  wealth  cannot  be 
Pttded  s|sinst,  it  is  allowod.  This  is  the  second  count  that  I 
tub  psrtieakrly  to  point  out ;  the  trader  is  allowed  to  make 
■^■Ti  but  his  doing  so  is  not  a  reoognlaed necessity,  or  allrst 
oaieofkis  being  a  trader  at  all.  Me  is  allowed  to  make 
■OMj  so  eveiy  oQe  ^^  is  aUowed  to  make  money,  but  the 
°ws  does  not  depend  upon  him  individually  for  ito  wealth. 
Udepeadsupon  trade  for  its  wealth,  bnt  not  on  the  trader ; 
^  aske  anetf  better  nndefstood,  I  will  say  any  particular 
^  of  trsdar.  I  am  aigning  the  cause  of  the  poor,  and  will 
wckto  the  faeker.  I  have  ahown  that  he  is  allowed  to  open 
™  nop  beeanse  people  want  bread,  and  not  because  it  is 
MeeiMj  to  the  State  that  he,  the  baker,  shonU  make  a  for- 
^u.  Aad  aow  I  will  pass  on  to  the  partteular  point  of  the 
J^^vioB.  «  Beeauae  people  want  bread**  means  a  very  great 
||^J~~*  great  deal  more  than  the  mere  snppljing  the  want, 
^nc  poor  msB  with  hia  penny  wants  a  pennyworth,  wants  fifty 
{^ttat.  aors  than  he  gels,  wants  doee-grained  eom*smeliing 
|n^iaitsBdofb«bhlt.MBt]e8s,taBtelflsestaff.  If  the  baker 
">«tiipf)y  il,tiik0  i«ay  hia&Ma,  and  gitnil  tp  gMthM 


will ;  to  keep  the  one  that  will  op  to  the  mark,  protect  the 
poor  man  by  appointing  a  public  prosecutor,  whose  duty  it  shall 
oe  to  examine  the  bread  and  prosecute  the  seller  of  bubbly, 
sceotleBS,  tasteless  stniT.  "  The  least  said,  the  soonest  mended,*' 
is  a  veiT  old  saying.  I  oould  take  the  grocer  and  the  butcher, 
in  fact  half  the  world  in  torn,  and  I  daresay  I  could  find  some- 
thing firesh  to  say  about  eaeh  of  thera  ;  but  I  do  not  see  that 
the  argument  would  gather  force ;  if  I  did  see  it,  I  should  not 
hesitate  for  a  moment.  I  have  pitched  upon  bakers  simply 
because  the  poor  have  to  life  chiefly  on  bresA ;  and  I  recogoue 
that  bread,  such  as  the  Cioroish  bread  made  by  the  Cornish 
women,  is  a  real  staff  of  life ;  but  the  bakers  axe  not  a  bit  worse 
than  any  one  dae.— Jfr.  MiddleMs  Oruite  of'  The  KM$r 


THE     SMITHFIELD     CLUB. 

At  a  meetingof  the  Council,  held  on  Monday,  Hav  88, 
present  Lord  Walsingham,  in  the  chair.  Lord  Tredegar, 
Messrs.  Canning,  Beasley,  Newton,  Webb,  Leeds,  J.  S.  Turner, 
Joseph  Brace,  and  Brandreth  Gibbs, 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Council  meeting  were  read  and  con- 
firmed. 

In  reference  to  the  pigs  disqualified  at  the  last  show,  the 
reply  of  Mr.  Chamberlayne  to  the  letter  written  to  him  by  or- 
der of  the  Council,  inquiring  whether  he  still  retained  his 
steward  and  bailiff  in  his  service,  was  read,  and  the  following 
decision  was  come  to,  viz., 

"  The  Council  considering  that  both  Mr.  Chamberlayners 
steward  and  bailiff  (Mr.  Oubert  and  Mr.  Rowbottom)  are 
highly  culpable  in  respect  of  the  false  entry  of  the  age  of  the 
pigs  shown  in  class  59  at  the  last  Show,  resolve  that  no  entry 
be  received  in  future,  signed  by  either  of  those  individusls, 
and  that  Mr.  Chamberiayne  be  allowed  to  exhibit  in  future  on 
the  sole  condition  that  he  shall  himself  certify  the  particulars 
required  by  the  Club."  .  .     *«  . 

A  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Powis,the  President  of  the  Club, 
was  read,  offering  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  Council  a  sum 
of  money  for  prises,  to  be  given  for  the  best  instrument  for  the 
slaughter  of  animals  by  the  severance  of  the  spinal  vertebrse. 

It  was  resolved:  That  the  thanks  of  the  Council  be  given 
to  the  President  for  this  offer,  and  that  his  Lordship  be 
requested  to  draw  up,  with  the  assistance  of  Professor  Simonds, 
tlie  conditions  for  offering  the  prizes ;  the  same  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  November  Council. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  having  stated  the  result  of  the  confer- 
ence of  the  Show-yard  Committee  with  the  Directors  of  the 
Agricultural  Hall  Company,  respecting  the  proposed  additions 
to  the  Hall,  it  was  determined  that  the  Club  should  not  at 
present  incur  any  expenditure  in  reference  thereto,  but  that 
the  Directors  should  be  requested  not  to  permanently  appro- 
priate the  site  in  question  without  first  giving  the  Club  the 
offer  of  it. 

The  consideration  of  the  subject  of  the  Club's  annual  din- 
ner was  postponed  to  the  November  Council. 

Mr.  rrancis  Savile  Poljambe,  M.P.,  of  Oiberton  Hall, 
Worksop,  was  duly  dMted  a  member  of  the  Club. 

The  Hon.  Secrefaiy  notified  the  death  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Switchell,  a  member  of  the  Coonoil,  and  for  many  years  one 
of  the  most  successful  exhibitors  at  the  Club  Shosrs,  and  that 
the  vacancy  in  tlie  Ck>uncil  caused  b]r  his  lamented  decease  wiU 
be  filled  up  at  the  November  Council  meeting.  ,  ^^ ,  .    ,   ^ 

The  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  voted  to  Lord  Walsinghaifi, 
fsa  his  conduct  in  the  chair. 


THE  CENTRAL  CHAMBER  OF  AGRICULTURE 
ON  THE  QAME  QUESTION.^The  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  Chamber  coincide  rather  with  the  views  of  Undlords  as  to 
the  direction  the  LegisUturo  should  follow  than  those  of 
tenant-farmers.  While  commending  much  of  what  was  said 
at  the  meeting  as  to  the  evils  of  game-preservation  and  the 
harsh  game  code,  we  cannot  overlook  the  faet  that  the  resola- 
tious  adopted  by  the  meeting  are  *<  most  lame  and  impotent/' 
and  cannot  be  regarded  as  the  opinions  of  the  more 
eBlightcned  of  the  te&aDt-fannirf  pf  England^%  VvHh 
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THE  FABMEB'S  MAaAZIKB. 


THE    BBOLAMATION    OF    WASTE    LANDS. 


At  a  meetiiiff  of  the  Eunpthire  Chamber  of  AKticnhiue,  at 
RomMT,  Mr.  W.  W.  B.  Beach,  H.P.,  in  the  chair, 

Mr.  SLUNDiLL  said :  Whether  we  Tiew  the  salgect  of  re- 
daiming  waste  or  anprodaetire  lands  as  a  public  or  prirate 
qoestion,  it  is  alike  important.  Whether  it  is  vieweid  as  a 
matter  affecting  the  interest  of  the  crown,  of  the  large  landed 
proprietors,  of  the  occupying  tenants,  the  town  tradesmen,  or 
the  labonring  classes,  it  must  be  admitted  that  it  is  one  of  the 
neatest  economical  and  social  qnestions  of  the  present  time, 
for  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show  vou  that  royal  forests  and 
crown  lands,  now  in  many  cases  of  little  yalne,  mav  be  made 
to  yield  an  enormous  revenue ;  that  the  Urge  landed  estates 
may  be  made  infinitely  more  productiTc  in  rant  to  the  pro- 
prietor, offering  an  extended  area  for  the  occupying  farmer, 
increasing  the  Dosiness  of  the  trading  and  oommmal  classes, 
and  yielding  more  employment  to  the  working  men ;  so  that 

SLuperism  may  decrease,  that  emigration  from  necessity  may 
mmish,  and  that  the  ooontry  at  laree  may  be  more  capable 
of  maintaining  its  own  population  without  foreign  aid.  I  do 
not  propote  to  speak  upon  the  practical  operations  of  culture, 
beliering  that  Uie  policy  of  reclaiming  wute  land  is  the  sub- 
ject intended  to  be  discussed  at  this  meeting,  and  will  there- 
fore dismiss  the  subject  of  culture  by  obserrbgthat  the  leading 
points  are  paring  and  burning,  trenching  or  ^eam  cultivating, 
draining  and  chalking,  or  marling,  and  it  is  only  in  a  few 
cases  where  all  these  are  really  required,  and  that  the  cost  of 
these  operations  cannot  be  stated  accurately,  because  it  is 
found  to  vary  according  to  locality,  the  price  of  labour,  and 
other  cireumstances.  I  think  it  wUl  be  best  to  consider  our 
subject  under  two  separata  headinn,  via.,  crown  lands,  forest 
and  commonable  lands,  and,  secondly,  bud  as  private  property, 
lying  in  a  waste  and  comparatively  unprofitable  state.  Let  us 
tue,  first,  the  crown  lands  and  forests  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government,  and  these  are  to  be  found  in  yarious  counties,  and 
are  verr  extensive.  It  is,  however,  generally  considered  that 
Hampshire  contains,  in  proportion  to  its  size,  more  than  any 
other  county,  and,  after  carefully  goins  into  the  matter,  the 
only  estimate  I  can  make  is  that  we  Tiave  at  least  130,000 
acres  (which  includes  the  New  Forest,  the  Forest  of  Bere,  Alice 
Holt  and  Woolmer  Forests,  and  Farkhurst  Forest,  in  the  Isle 
of  Wight— eome  of  the  land  in  connection  wjth  all  of  these 
has  been  enclosed  from  time  to  time).  My  figures,  therefore, 
are  only  approximate,  but  I  introduce  them  to  show  the  extent 
and  importance  of  the  subject,  and  will  now  proceed  to  state 
what,  in  my  humble  opinion,  would  be  the  best  plan  of  pro- 
ceeding in  the  endeavour  to  utilise  and  reclaim  those  wild  and 
barren  tracts,  which  are  alike  disgraceful  to  the  Government 
and  the  boasted  civilisation  of  the  age  in  which  we  live.  The 
local  enclosures  sanctioned  by  the  commissioners,  by  which 
many  heaths  and  commons  have  during  the  last  26  years  been 
brought  into  cultivation,  may  be  a  good  guide  in  enclosing  the 
New  Forest,  as  far  as  acquired  rights  are  concerned.  I  find 
that  the  commission  appointed  under  the  Act  of  Parliament 
passed  in  1864i,  for  defining  the  rights  of  parties  in  the  New 
Forestt  have  allowed  rights  to  about  1,400  properties,  owned 
by  about  1,100  proprietors.  Having,  therefore,  ascertained 
the  number  of  claims  which  have  been  allowed,  and  before 
entering  npon  the  question  of  appropriation  of  the  forest,  it 
seems  desirable  that,  after  careifnl  survey,  good  roads  and 
main  dykes  for  drainage  should  belaid  out,  amr  which  all  the 
rights,  whether  of  pasturage,  pannage,  tnrbaiy,  &e.,  should 
be  compensated,  and  not  by  monev  payments,  but  by  allotments 
of  land.  In  this  way  many  poor  border  residents  would  be  re- 
tained, and  this  would  be  desirable,  inasmuch  that  it  would 
localise  a  labouring  population,  whose  interest  in  the  locality 
wonU  be  very  beneficial.  In  fact,  it  is  only  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  the  redaiming  such  vast  tracts  for  productive  pur- 
poses would  involve  the  necessity  of  accommodation  for  an  in- 
oreaaing  popnlaiaoa.  The  next  step  I  should  propose  to  take 
would  be  the  apportionment  of  land  for  recreation  purposes, 
and  that  it  should  be  done  in  a  liberal  spirit— say  1,000  acres 
tor  such  towns  u  Southampton,  Lymington,  Christohureh,  and 
Bingwood,  and  600  aares  for  smaller  nlaoes,  such  as  I^d- 
hvnt,  Brodnnhnrst,  &c.,  reserving  all  the  timber   as  it 


stands,    in  order  to  retain   and   preserve   its   pietoresqa^ 
appearance.    We  may  then  eommenee  to  set  out  for  nk 
or  letting  on  long  lease  such  portiona  of  the  land  in  laitahle 
lots  as   lie   contiguous   to   tne   various  landed  properties 
bordering  on  the  forest,  in  such  proportions  as  would  be  likeij 
to  attract  the  attention  and  facilitate  porchaaes  by  the  neigh- 
bouring landowners.  In  this  way  some  thousands  of  screi  my 
be  disposed  of  at  good  prices,  any  timber  thereon  to  lie  mU 
standing.    The  next  proceeding  may  probably  be  most  neeen- 
fttl  bv  offering  all  the  best  building  aites,  especially  those  most 
suitable  for  gentlemen  to  erect  country  reddenoes,  and  there 
are  very  many,  some  of  them  being  of  a  romantic  and  highly 
picturesque  description.    The  quantity  of  land  offered  in  oon- 
nection  to  di^na  upon  the  ciroumatanoes  by  which  theie 
selected  spots  may  be  surrounded,  but  in  all  cases  to  man 
the  timber  and  sell  with  the  land.    It  seems  to  me  that  these 
sales  would  eventually  tend  to  form  the  nudei  or  oeatrei  of 
bnded  estates,  and  with  this  object  in  view,  perhaps,  it  vodd 
be  well  to  offer  land  for  sale  for  agricultural  purposes  in  con- 
siderable quantities  periodically,  say  at  intemali  of  five  jean, 
by  which  mode  of  disposal  the  land  would  realise  a  good  price, 
and  thus  secure  an  iccreasing  and  permanent  revenae  to  the 
Crown.    There  is,  however,  another  view  taken  by  tone  par- 
ties as  to  the  rights  defined  by  the  Commission  in  1858— riz^ 
that  they  extend  over  the  whole  of  the  unendosed  psrti  of  the 
forest,  and  that  thev  are  entitled  to  allotments  in  aoeoidiBtt 
with  the  extent  of  their  rights,  on  the  same  principle  u  ordi- 
nary -commons  have  been  iQlotted  to  copyholders  and  othenhy 
the  Enclosure  Commissioners,  and  they  view  the  Crown  as 
only  possessing  manorial  rights.    This  matter,  however,  if  b^ 
explained  by  any  existing  Act,  would  sooner  or  Uter  he  decided 
by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  it  appears  to  me  of  but  little  oo- 
ment,  if  the  forest  is  enclosed,  whether  it  is  done  b^  •oaU^ 
meut  or  otherwise,  so  far  as  Uie  general  publio  are  intereitnL 
So  much  has  been  said  and  written  lately  in  reference  to  the 
value  of  land  in  the  forest  for  a^eolt^irai  purposes  that  I  can- 
not refrain  from  offering  my  opinion,  and,  naving  been  a  doie 
observer  during  the  kst  twen^  years  of  the  redamation  of  the 
waste*  or  common  lands  in  the  southern  division  of  this  oooiitji 
I  beg  most  distinctly  to  state  that  the  South  Hants  divuioa 
has  the  advantage  of  a  climate  which  is  fint-rste ;  and  la 
reference  to  the  New  Forest,  although  the  soil  varies  a  great 
deal,  yet  there  is  none  but  would  answer  well  for  reclaisung ; 

anite  three-fourths  are  fit  for  anble  or  pasture  land,  and  all 
^e  remainder  is  well  adapted  for  fir  and  other  plantabons  at 
woodland.  Before  quitting  the  subject  of  utilising  oar  Urm 
buds,  it  should  be  understood  that^  although  I  oonuder  tbe 
present  growth  of  old  timber  in  the  forest  as  nearly  sll  wi» 
for  navjr  purposes,  it  would  be  well  for  the  Crown  to  r«au» 
possession  ot  some  of  the  most  flourishing  and  eiteonve 
plantations  of  young  oak  trees.  To  my  mind  a  nmwt 
of  eauaea  seem  to  have  transpired  within  the  P*^^ 
or  80  years  to  render  neoessary  the  reckmationofthewaw 
hinds  of  the  kingdom.  Look  at  the  extent  of  land  abiorbec 
by  raUways,  and  the  area  of  the  stations,  Ac.,  «m»«*J  ' 
with  them.  Again,  the  extension  of  towns.  The  land  noi 
many  years  ago  occupied  by  the  market  gardeners » "JJ""; 
over,  and  the  gardens  banished  into  the  country  i  •^^^ 


of  hmd  absorbed  by  factories  and  pubh'c  worb  in  t^ 
variety  is  very  great,  and  in  the  interest  of  the  «5"*^*l^ 
the  Government  is  bonnd  in  a  national  point  of  view  w 
store  to  agriculture  and  the  productive resonroes of  UiecoM- 
try  as  much  of  the  waste  as  posrible,  in  order  to  coiniw»w 
for  that  which  has  been  takenliy  Act  of  ^«'»»®*."ifS 
wise  for  the  purpose  above-named,  and  also  to  meet  »he^  ^ 
an  increasmg  popnUtion.  And  foremost  in  the  ^^^.^^ 
restoration  we  very  naturally  find  the  oceepying  *f"^^ 
tenantry  of  the  conntzy,  and  I  purpose,  with  your  P*'"r^' 
to  name  some  other  causes  which  have  more  V^'^l^ 
rated  to  render  an  increase  of  land  for  •ff^^^Uui 
highly  desirable.    The  area  of  tiie  kinj^om  w  hjutw, » 


every  deduction  from  the  cultivataUa  ^^^^"'nSL  tenant 
nation  in  ita  producing  and  self-sustsiniag  power,  iof  ^ 
fomeiaarethe  great  produdng  medium  of  ne  oovbr?! 
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iif  6M9e  which  mMntas  adTenely  to  their  intemt  is  in  fact 
a  inag  nutm  whj  greater  exfent  of  kndif  attainable  ahoold 
kMEfed  for  them.  Keferring  to  some  of  the  adverse  caoBea 
a  fpefitioa,  I  cannot  help  saying  that  the  tenore  of  land 
^pastes  very  much  against  them«  Anything  short  of  a  lease 
m  a  tam  or  an  agreement  with  two  yean'  notice,  with  com- 
peaaUtoa  for  nnexhansted  manures  and  improvemente,  is 
afiim^  good  cnltiTation,  and  diminishes  prodaction.  Again, 
the  sdhject  of  game,  whieh  engaged  yonr  attention  at  the  last 
■teeing  of  this  Chamber,  is  a  monstrous  evil,  bat  I  shall  not 
caltfge  npon  it  now,  and  will  merely  observe  that  I  estimate 
obIj  one  turn  in  five  in  this  kingdom  is  let  without  the  eame 
beiag  reserved,  and  that  only  represents  one-eighth  of  the  land. 
The  law  of  entaii  is  also  a  great  eviL  Immense  tracts  of  ex- 
eelleat  land  an  let  snlQect  to  six  months'  notice  to  quit  in 
oooseiiaence  of  the  proprietors  having  only  a  life  interest  in 
the  e^ate,  and  I  need  not  tell  you  how  this  prevents  the  out- 
kj  of  capit^  and,  in  Cset,  together  with  the  reservation  of 
fsme,  pooitiTe^  deters  large  numbers  of  men  with  ample  capi- 
tal from  investing  it  in  agricultural  punnits.  The  foregoing 
aoaes  are  awfficient  to  justify  a  demand  for  more  land  to  be 
brought  into  cnlttvation,  there  being  at  this  time  an  immense 
aaK»ant  of  capital  ready  to  be  embarhed  in  agriculture  if  it 
ooold  be  aeeazed  by  a  reasonable  tenure.  In  entering  upon 
SB  inqioiry  as  to  the  extent  of  waste  knds  in  the  kingdom,  it 
is  of  the  first  importance  that  we  should  obtain  some  reliable 
•ndeaee,  and  I  think  you  will  asree  with  me  that  the  map  now 
cihibited,  ahowing  the  extent  oi  waste  in  each  county,  and  for 
which  we  are  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Captain  Maxse,  who 
has  introdneed  it  to  the  Chamber  for  the  purpose  of  illnstra- 
tioB,  supptiea  such  evidence.  Who  is  there  amongst  us  that 
eooU  have  supposed  that  such  a  large  portion  of  the  kincdom 
aetBaDy  liea  wute,  or  comparatively  unproductive  P  and  I  can- 
not imagine  anything  more  striking  and  convincing,  and  better 
esfeehtfd  to  l«ive  a  lasting  impression  on  our  minds,  than  this 
asp.  And  what  do  we  learn  from  itP  First,  that  the  total 
•eRSR  of  the  kingdom,  in  round  numbers,  is  77  millions ; 
Ihattbe  ealtivated  are^  as  shown  by  the  B<»rd  of  Trade  re- 
tani;  is  46  millions  under  crop,  and  23  millions  of  permanent 
pHtBie  and  grass  land;  leaving  31^  millions  uncultivated. 
[Theae  figures  of  course  do  not  agree.]  In  speiJdng 
of  this  31^  millions,  we  must  include  the  woodland;  and, 
tfter  an  toe  inquiy  I  have  made,  and  all  the  evidence  I 
esa  obtain,  I  estimate  that  about  16  millions  of  acres  are 
apable  of  being  made  productive ;  and  the  remaining  16| 
Billions  unaceoonted  for  consist  of  rivers,  towns,  railways, 
Boontain  rages,  heaths,  moorlands,  and  woodlands,  some  of 
vbtch  are  nartudlv  productive.  Large  tracts  of  it,  however, 
oav  be  made  much  more  so  under  cultivation,  or  in  pasture 
tad  plantations.  I  find  it  difficult,  in  introducing  tins  suligect, 
to  avoid  some  repetition  of  a  paper  read  by  me  before  the 
Botley  and  South  Hants  Fkrmers'  Club,  on  *<  Woods  and 
Wastes,**  and  have  Hao  laid  under  contribution  the  excellent 
vvpa  read  by  Captain  Maxse,  at  the  same  Club,  on  the  "  Waste 
Lands  of  Ibgland."  I  therefore  propose,  in  order  to  bring 
the  satgeet  more  under  special,  notice,  to  speak  of  our  county, 
fima  tbe  best  information  I  can  obtain,  without  examination 
of  the  Ordnance  map,  and  which  would,  to  have  insured 
aecmacy,  taken  much  more  time  than  I  have  to  spare. 

Acres. 
I  find  that  the  area  of  the  county  of  Hants  contains    1,070,216 
Arable  and  pasture  land,  as  per  returns  by  Board 

of  Trade 685,540 

384^676 
Bedaet  bad  estimated  to  be  capable  of    Acres. 

nriamation   130,000 

Deduct  area  of  riven,  roads,  railways, 

town%  fsctories,  villages,  &c 64,670 

184,676 

Leaving  in  timber,  woodlands,  &c 200,000 

Let  us  now  refer  to  the  130,000  acres  as  above  stated  to  be 
inilable  for  indoaan.  Acres. 

Crovn  lands,  uncultivated 68,000 

Heaths  and  eommons 44,000 

HodUadsaad  estuariea 3,000 

Chalk  Downs 6,000 

Private  property  in  heaAh  and  rough  woodlands...  9*000 

.    •       ■ 
130,000 


In  analysing  this  130.000  acres,  it  will  be  remembered  the  part 
called  crown  lands  I  have  before  referred  to  being  68,000  acres« 
the  heaths  and  commons  being  44,000  acres,  I  must  compare 
with  much  which  has  been  enclosed,  such  as  Curdridge  Oom- 
mon,  Titchfidd  Common,  Waltham  Chase,  and  others,  and 
may  be  made  productive,  if  allotled  under  the  Eudosura  Act 
in  the  same  way.  There  is,  therefore,  a  large  fidd  open  in 
this  direction  for  private  enterprise,  if  the  parties  holding 
rights  would  join  in  application  for  powers  to  endose.  The 
next  item  whion  occurs  is  3,000  acrea,  estimated  as  capable  of 
being  profitably  recUiimed  from  the  rivers  and  estuaries  by 
embankment,  and  converted  into  pasture  land.  This  should 
be  done  by  the  Government,  and  considered  as  public  works, 
and  may  oe  effected  bv  the  employment  of  pend  labour,  in 
the  same  manner  as  Portland  Breakwater  and  other  public 
works ;  and  I  think  it  will  be  admitted  that  it  would  be  a 
better  policy  than  discharging  convicted  fdons  under  a  ticket 
of  leave.  If  we  look  at  the  coasts  of  some  counties  more  kind 
may  be  reclaimed  in  this  way  than  can  be  obtained  in  Hamp- 
shire i  and  as  an  example  both  as  to  value  and  extent,  we  have 
only  to  take  the  fen-lands  alreadv  reclaimed  in  Lincolnshire,  ^ 
Cambridge,  and  other  counties.  Instead,  however,  of  the  Go-  * 
vemment  encouraging  works  of  this  kind,  I  fear  that  they 
have  hitherto  been  opposed  to  them ;  for  I  hear  that  the  Ad- 
minltv  are  very  jealous  of  any  endosures  which  would  re- 
duce the  extent  of  backwater  in  our  tidd  estuaries — in  fact, 
theEndosure  Commissionen  have  already  claimed  in  some 
instances  thdr  rights  over  land  which  had  heretofore  been 
considered  private  property.  The  chalk  downs,  estimated  at 
6,000  acres,  may  to  some  extent  be  reclaimed  from  compara- 
tive barrenness  to  arable  land  of  fair  quality — that  is  to  say, 
much  which  is  now  only  worth  a  few  shillings  per  acre  rentd, 
and  producing  only  a  scanty  herbage,  may  hj  cultivation  be 
made  worth  from  128.  to  16s.  per  acre,  produdnff  good  crops 
of  roots  and  com,  and  maintaining  a  larger  number  of  sheep 
also.  There  is,  however,  much  that  is  too  poor  to  cultivate, 
and  of  but  little  use  even  as  a  sheepwalk.  It  then  becomes  a 
question  whether  such  laud,  often  of  a  north  aspect,  very  steep 
and  hilly,  with  scarcdy  any  soil  above  the  chalk,  can  be  made 
more  profitable  to  the  proprietors,  and  I  propose  to  test  this 
matter  by  stating  that  my  plan  of  planting  larch-firs  mav  in 
these  cases  be  carried  out  with  the  greatest  advantage,  for  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  every  acre  of  the  poorest 
chalk  hills  which  intersect  the  county,  and  stretch  across  be- 
tween Winchester  and  Basingstoke,  may  be  turned  to  sood 
account;  and  there  are  numerous  instances  of  flourisning 
plantations  on  the  chalk  hills,  dthough  they  have  been 
pUinted  with  httle  care  and  expense.  I  will,  with  your  per- 
mission, state  the  plan  of  planting  which  I  recommend :  Krst 
is  a  method  of  planting  larch  firs  for  a  quick  and  profitable 
return.  The  land  should  be  trenched  or  steam-cultivated 
not  less  than  dghteen  inches  in  depth ;  the  use  of  fresh,  strong 
manure  should  be  avoided,  dthough  good  vegetable  mould 
may  be  applied  with  advantage  on  very  poor  and  stony  soib. 
The  plants  should  not  be  too  large — say  about  from  24in.  to 
30in.  high,  and  if  they  have  been  grown  and  previously  trans- 
phmted  on  poor  soil  so  much  the  better,  if  tney  are  hedthy, 
dean  grown,  and  well-rooted.  The  first  two  years  after  pbnt- 
ing  the  land  shodd  be  kept  clean  hj  hand-hoeing.  Particular 
attention  should  be  pud  during  their  growth  by  toe  removd  of 
diseased  or  decayed  phints,  and  as  soon  as  the  poles  are  market- 
able (which  they  will  be  by  taking  the  best  at  the  end  of 
eleven  years)  commence  hj  thinning  and  selling,  looking  only 
for  a  quid:  return.  I  believe  a  great  mistake  is  made  by  many 
who  allow  the  plantation  to  go  on  unnotioed  until  the  pUmts 
are  ndther  fit  for  one  purpose  nor  the  other— not  large  enouj^h 
for  Sawing  into  nils,  pales,  &e.,  yet  having  passed  the  sue 
called  poles.  It  often  happens  also  that  the  plants  are  set  at 
too  great  a  distance  from  each  other ;  the  consequence  is  they 
do  not  grow  so  Cut,  ndther  do  they  make  such  handsome 
poles.  When  planted  dose  they  protect  each  other,  the  winds 
tdce  less  hold  of  them,  and  they  gather  more  moisture  from 
the  atmorohero  in  the  summer  months.  They  cover  the  land 
quicker,  keeping  in  check  both  grass  and  weeds.  Again,  in- 
stead of  growing  boughs,  the  growth  centres  in  the  poles, 
which  come  earner  for  use  in  consequence.  In  following  the 
above  phin  the  pknta  should  be  set  at  36  inches  by  30  inches 
apart.  I  wOl  now  furnish  a  statement  of  the  cost  of  pbnting, 
and  dao  of  the  mode  of  taking  and  the  vdue  of  the  crop  per 
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ExrxMftu.  £    t.  d. 

Xronching  18  inches  deep,  at  la.  9d.  per  rod  14    0  0 

5,250  pUdiv,  it  26i.  per  thooHind 6  11  S 

PUnting  by  ipade S  10  9 

Hoeiag 10  0 

Interest  on  the  ontlay  of  £34  2i.,  at  4  per 

eent.  for  lizteen  years 16    0  4 

lulttres  allowed,  at  10  per  cent 7  15  0 

Total  expenses  of  plantation M    9  4 

Commence  catting,  taking  the  best  at  the 

llth  year,  eat  000  poles  at  3d  each 7  10  0 

12th  year  ditto        ditto        7  10  0 

13th  year  ditto        ditto 7  10  0 

14th  year         ditto        ditto        7  10  0 

16th  year,  cot  the  remaining  2,860  poles, 

at  4d.  each  .TZ!?. 47  10  0 

Value  £77  10  0 

Cost 47    6  4 


Profit. 


Annoal  profit,  S8s.  per  aora. 


..£80    8    8 


As  however  the  plan  of  qoick  returns,  as  just  stated,  by  the 
growth  of  only  larch  i&rs  require  a  great  deal  of  constant  at* 
tentioo,  some  parties  may  object  to  it  for  that  reason  or  others. 
I  will  therefore  allude  to  a  plan  whereby  a  less  number  of 
plants  may  be  set,  and  take  the  crops  at  the  end  of  twenty-five 
years,  and  in  this  case,  if  reqaired,  rows  of  the  common  acacia, 
or  sweet-chesnut.  &c.,  may  be  planted,  with  the  view  of  remain- 
ing for  the  growth  of  underwood  after  the  crop  of  poles  has 
been  sold  on.  Plantiag  is  advised  in  the  following  way :  Larch 
fir  plants  at  intervals  of  three  feet  and  six  feet  alternatelv,  and 
at  three  feet  apart  in  the  lines,  the  six  feet  ^Pt^  being  planted 
with  underwood  plants  at  three  feet  apart.  Then,  at  some  in- 
termediate time,  each  line  of  poles  at  three  feet  apart,  may  be 
cut  and  sold,  as  also  half  the  noles  in  the  remaining  Ime,  thus 
leaving  the  lines  of  firs  stanoing  for  the  main  crop  at  six  feet 
apart  each  way,  and  the  underwmd  plants  will  be  found  stand- 
ing also  at  the  same  distance.  According  to  this  plan  there 
would  be  left  at  the  end  of  twentv-five  years  about  six  poles  to 
the  rod,  which  at  Is.  each,  would  give  £48  per  acre,  oeing  a 
large  return,  in  addition  to  the  valuable  pbmt  of  underwood 
left  on  the  land.  If  we  can  .remove  timber  from  those  soils 
capable  of  producing  com  and  g:rass  in  abundance,  and  grow 
timber  upon  those  soils  on  the  hills  which  are  not  capable  of 
beiuK  cultivated  for  corn  aud  grass  at  a  profit,  it  mast  be  a 
benefit  conferred  on  proprieton  and  on  the  countiy.  and  at  the 
same  time  the  climate  would  be  greatly  improved  by  crowing 
timber  on  the  hills,  for  it  is  well  known  that  we  should  derive 
advantage  by  the  shelter  afforded,  and  the  rainfell  be  increased 
thereby  upon  these  exposed  and  arid  soils.  The  remaiuing 
portion  of  Und,  estimated  at  9,000  acres,  as  private  property, 
in  heaths  and  woodhuids,  I  must  refer  to  as  capable  of  vast 
improvement.  Some  of  it  is  a  leij  useful  soil,  and,  being 
tithe  tree,  capable  of  being  converted  into  arable  land,  worth 
in  rental  from  23s.  to  30s.  per  acre,  and  where  situated  within 
a  reasonable  diiitanoeof  chalk  would  pay  well  for  reclamation 
from  its  present  rough  and  barren  state.  The  remaining  por- 
tion being  poor  soil,  for  the  most  part  composed  of  sand  and 
gravel  in  varying  proportions,  oreen  growing  a  little  timber, 
may  be  broken  up  and  planted  with  firs,  as  before  stated,  such 
soils  being  especially  adapted  to  their  growth.  It  is,  however, 
a  very  common  occarvnce  for  landlords  to  entertain  the  idea 
that  the  planting  of  timber  will  not  turn  to  advantage  during 
their  lifetime ;  but  when,  as  my  sUtement  shows,  that  valu- 
able crops  of  firs  may  be  sold  off  the  land  at  a  period  varying 
from  18  to  20  years,  it  is  enconngiug  to  think  that  most  pro- 
prietors on  attaining  possession  may  reasonably  hope  to  live 
and  reap  the  profits  of  nlanting,  and  leave  a  valuable  under- 
wood  for  suocessidu.  No.  3  (given  in  my  paper  which  was 
read  at  the  Botley  Club)  is  a  level  piece  of  woodUnd,  in  a 
southern  county,  and  is  situated  a  Ions  distance  firom  ehaU  or 
marl  It  contains  about  16  acres,  is  surrounded  on  three 
sides  by  arable  land,  the  valne  of  which  to  rent  is  20s.  per 
acre,    The  woodland  is  of  the  same  description  of  soil,  which 


is  strong  and  graveUv,  but  does  not  require  drttniag.  tliere 
is  a  goMpUnf  of  timber,  prindpally  oak,  about  160  trees  per 
acre,  a  large  proportion  haviug  been  left  from  stemmsn.  It 
is  only  those  which  have  proceeded  diitet  tmA,  the  aeoni  that 
make  any  perceptible  growth.  The  underwood  is  verv  rough 
and  bushy,  not  worth  more  than  408.  per  acre  at  10  year^ 
growth.  These  trees  do  not  mete  in  measoreae&t 
at  more  than  4  fset  of  timber,  and  do  not  increase  an- 
nnallv  more  than  1|  per  eent.  on  their  value.  The  foUoviog 
calculation  will  show  the  propriety  and  profit  of  taking  the 
crop  of  timber  and oonverting  the  land  into  arable: 


Expensei  ■Grubbing,  per  aere 
Chalking , 


£  I.  <L 
..  £10    0    0 
..       4    0    0 

Outlay... £14    0    0 

Interest  on,  at  4  per  eent 0  10  6 

Value  of  160  trees,  4ft.  aetingi,  640ft. 

at8d.    ....r. r. 21    6    8 

Annual  increased  valne  on  the  seme,  at  H  per  eent.  0   6  8 
Value  of  nnderwood 8    0   0 


£23    6    8 


Anniai  fake  of  the  onderwood.. 


0  4  0 


Total  annual  talne  of  the  woo^Qind  in  praaeattflite  1  1  0 

Value  of  land  to  tent  per  acre  after  gmbhing,  being  ,  ^ 

Uthefree 1  *  0 

Gain  by  interest  on  value  of  timber  and  underwood 

sold  off,  £»3  6s.  dd.  at  4  per  cent. 018  6 

Value  after  grabbing  2  9  6 

Ditto  before  ditto,  deduct    1   ^  ^ 

Actual  advantage  of  oonverting  mio  araUe  £1   1  8 

In  looking  hack  to  our  total  area  of  the  county  we  fiad 
200,000  acres  of  laud  unaccounted  for.  Ttiis,  therefore,  mort 
be  taken  as  woodlands  of  various  qualities, and  ail  in  tosbiDds 
of  private  individuals  and  proprietors.  Much  of  this  woodlini 
is  oomparatively  waste,  because  it  can  be  made  so  much  mora 
profiUble.  Therefore  I  propose  to  show  that  a  great  portaon 
of  it  may  be  reclaimed  or  receive  an  additional  value  throDib 
a  better  system  of  management,  and  will  illustrate  it  by  takiag 
certain  pieces  of  woodland  as  stated  by  me  in  a  former  paper 
upon  the  sutjject.  Again,  No.  6  is  a  poor  soil,  being  a  aiitan 
of  sand  and  gravel,  witli  a  blue  pebble  in  it.  This  wood  ii 
also  in  a  southern  oounty,  extends  over  about  thirty-four  acrWi 
and  is  bounded  on  two  sides  by  good  roads.  ThereisaonDdtf. 
wood,  but  ferns  grow  strong.  Some  fifty  yw»  *^  " 
appean  to  have  been  slanted  in  an  iires^nlar  and  ore- 
less  way  with  the  Sootch  firs,  some  of  whuHi  having  mw 
cut  at  intervals,  there  are  now  only  a  few  *»*".  ''VJ 
probably  about  forty  to  the  acre.  Th^  are  now  qoite  w 
to  cut,  and  it  is  easy  to  see  how  little  gain  has  been  or  »n  k 
derived  from  timber  left  in  the  manner  described,  and  it  sbonu 
be  borne  in  mind  that,  although  this  land  is  too  poor  foreon 
growing,  yet  it  is  such  as  would  be  profitable  under  s  «>•"*" 
cropping  for  timber.  There  are  instances  where  apo^  *» 
very  best  land  adapted  for  arable  is  stiU  in  coppice,  lAd  to 
show  the  impropriety  of  keeping  H  so,  as  ftr  m  '*';2mted 
to  the  owner  is  concerned,  I  beg  to  read  my  statement  smp* 
for  the  converaion  of  good  land.  No.  5  is  a  good  pwoe  or  www 
hmd,  of  about  24  acres,  in  a  soutiiern  cennty ;  *•  ™  "  "  yj 
consisting  of  a  fine  hazel  loam,  surrounded  entirely  oj  *f^ 
fields  of  the  Uke  soil,  and  worth  to  teat  868.  per  sen.    i^ 

are  about  eighty  trees  to  the  acre,  of  8ft.  metug*.  •^'^ 
The  underwood  is  worth  £4  per  acre  at  tea  yean  gjo  ■ 
These  trees  have  been  nearly  all  let  up  togew«».  f**  22 
should  stand  or  fiiU  together.  I,  however,  ^^^, 
they  annually  increase  in  valne  about  8  P«J  **!*,  J, 
This  land  under  cultivation  would  be  wdrth  ««;  uSb 
rent,  being  tithe  free.  In  this  oaae.  also.  J»  "«*  J^aonl 
sight  of  the  immense  benefit  to  adjdmng  bads  by  "*f /r"  •  . 
(rfthiswood.    Let  us  now  calculate  the  advantage  of  1»W» 

this  land  into  cultivation : 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TBI  VASMEB'S  UAQjLZaOL 


71 


fBfllrfug 


periere 


£10   0   0 
£14    0   0 


£    9.   i. 


Ootfaj       ...        ... 

Iita8itoi,at4peront.       ...    0  10    6 

rilM  0  f  80  tnm,  8  ft.  iMtuin,  040  ft 

ftls.Sd.     40    0    0 

iBBul  JBcraued  tiIm  on  the  nma 

tfSpereent  ...        ...14    0 

filMorimilflrvood     4    0    0 


AiDuInliie  of  the  undenrood 


£44    0    0 


0    8    0 


Total  umttBl  Yalne  of  the  woodknd  in  ita  pieeent 
gtite       ...  £2    2    8 

ViIm  of  land  to  rent  per  teie  after  grahhin^  being 
tttefiree J «    0    0 

Gaia  hj  iatenat  on  Tnlue  of  timber  and  underwood 
■oUo^£44^«t4pereent.       1  16    9 

Tilu  after  gnblnng 

Ditto  before  ditto^dadoet 


8  15    8 
8    8    6 


Aflfaial  adrantage  hj  oOnTerting  into  arable         ...  £1  18    8 

TUs  dtateaaeBt  ia  earaeatlv  noomnMnded  to  the  attention  of 
tropiidaa  paiiiBaaing  the  beet  wooda  oar  eoonty  ean  prodnee. 
Ifcv that  lA leadioc thia paper  I  h«?e  tried  your  patienee, 
M I  keovaaaj  gentSemea  praaent  are  piepared  to  apeak  on  the 
nhjaet  laeoai(Bln8ifn,Ieanonl3raajihat  Ihaveendeavoared 
aot  oely  to  ahow  thact  great  advanta^  to  the  oonntry  at  large 
voald  ariaa  from  tbe  wdamation  of  waate  landa,  bat  I  have 
mfaiffoarad  by  illoaitration  to  ahow  how  partiea  poaaeaaing 
haded  prapertf  maj  apply  it  to  their  own  eaae  apon  the  dii- 
farntnils  and  oBaer  TaiYiog  drcomataneea. '  Mr.  Blundell, 
iaibitte  reading  of  the  abote  p^pcr,  by  way  of  parentheaia, 
ttpnaed  a  hope  that  aome  member  of  Puliament  preaent 
ataU  aiore  for  a  retom  of  the  nomber  of  fkrma  let  with  and 
vitketthe  game  reaerred  upon  them,  their  eztenti  fee.,  and 
Mbd  why,  in  a  eoiantry  like  thia,  poaaeaaing  aaeh  faeilitiea  for 
I  Pkiiiuientary  return,  we  ahooUbeleft  in  the  dark  npon 


I 

'^  Btght  Hon.  CownR-Tuc?L2  aaid  that  the  long 
unj  of  facta  which  had  been  bronaht  forward,  coming  from 
>  penoa  of  ao  mach  eiperienee  aa  Mr.  Blundell,  moat  hare 
pit  veisht  npon  any  body  inTeatigating  the  anbjeet ;  bat  it 
bUatnek  him  that  Mr.  Blandell  had  not  reached  the  nataral 
wodaaoB,  which  waa — to  ndoe  the  qoeation  how  ther  were 
to  eoapd  owaera  and  ooenpiera  of  land,  which  ther  thoaght 
aot  worth  eohiTating,  to  expend  their  opital  and  labonr  in 
caltivatiog  it.  Mr.  Blnndell  appeared  to  divide  hia  anb- 
^  between    laoda    which    were    in    the    poaaeaaion  of 

C'vata  hmdownera  and  thoae  which  were  waate  or  crown 
da.  Now  there  waa  a  great  Tagneneaa  in  the  nae  of  the 
»ia ''waste  landa."*  According  to  the  law  there  were  no 
Jaadi  witbont  ownara^with  certain  amall  ezoeptiona  known  aa 
No  maa'a  land."  lEvery  other  acre  waa  oonaidered  to  be 
v^aed  by  aomeone.  There  waa  alao  great  vagaeneaa  in  the 
on  of  the  word  "  waafe,"  which  indnded  land  that  might  be 
Best  pTolItably  broaght  into  eoltivation,  and  alao  landa  which 
*wu  rain  anybody  fooliah  enonfeh  to  expend  money  in 
*^Vtiag  to  do  it.  The  flnt  thing  they  ahoald 
uwopt  to  do,  on  the  pramiaea  laid  down  by  Mr.  Blandell, 
vaeu  be  to  endeavoor  to  indace  private  proprietorato  culti- 
nfe  laad  bdoagiag  to  them  in  aereraUy ;  bat  anyone  eoold 
jae  (cren  dariag  a  rulway  joamey)  near  Woking  and  I^m- 
^ro^Uff|^tracta  of  aandyaoif  not  broaght  onder  enltiva- 
.*  "'''^"9'ig  to  >MB  many  of  whom  were  not  deficient  in 
OMu,  aad  wiHiag  to  look  to  their  own  intereata,  yet  not 
WTatal  U  Boraetahire,  too,  they  would  find  milea  and 
ailea  aaaoltivated.  He  anderatood,  however,  from  Mr. 
H»id*aalateBent  that  aU  the  propnetora  were  dead  to  their 
on  mtercate  in  not  allowiag  them  to  be  enltivaled.  It 
ni,b«vever,aaMationofe»edieBee,and  he  believed  that 
ttl^^biratlSndaofaoilihad  been  tofBeiflnt^  ealtifated 
vaaaUa  Ifte  Chamber  to  eonaidar  fhem.  They  mart 
S^ij  ^  eiieoaatancee  aorronnding  each  eaae  before 
"^  «om  grri^t  at  a  ooncIasiQn.    He  waa  atrongly  of  opinion 


(b*,  when  iMd  eoold  be  protiahly  cnltavatad,  the 

eoold  do  no  wiaer  thing;  nor  aoytiiinff  mom  patriotic  than 
dnun,  improve,  aad  cultivato  it  The  Falmenton  eatabaa^ 
whieh  hehad  uiherited,  were  a  remarkable  iaalanee  of  what 
might  be  done  in  improving  land.  Lord  Pabaeraton  waa  a 
great  advoeato  fbr  the  improvement  of  hmd,  and  he  drained 
hia  eetatea,  grabbed  np  the  eoppicea,  threw  amall  ileUa  into 
laige  onea,  fto..and  the  ontUy  waa  ao  prodnetive  aa  amply  to 
Inatiff  tlw  wiadom  #ith  whidi  the  money  had  been  expended 
But  he  (Mr.  Gowper-Temple)  did  not  think  that  ao 
highly  a  aagaciooa  man  aa  Lord  Pahnoaton  waa  wonU 
have  apent  money  on  aome  tracto  of  land  in  the  dinetion  of 
Wellow,  which  vrere  only  capable  of  prodncing  flra,  and 
whioh.  if  after  having  £80  an  acre  apent  on  them  before 
prodadng  com  (whieh  woald  be  oonaidered  a  very  fbrtnnato 
arrangement)  the  reaalt  would  be  hardly  aoeh  aa  to  make  a 
good  ptoce  on  a  bahmoe-aheet.  He  believed  that  the  ownera 
of  landa  had  already  aomtiniaed  the  matter  thoroughly,  and, 
though  they  might  not  be  ao  good  an  authority  upon  hmd  in 
general  aa  Mr.  Blundell,  ther  moat  be  oonaidered  to  know 
abmething  of  the  Und  upon  wnich  tiiey  were  living,  ud  from 
whidi  thiqr  «ere  likely  to  get  agood  reaalt  if  they  dealt  with 
it  in  the  wiaeat  manner.  The  waate  landa  of  the  ooontiy 
w«re  alwaya  in  the  joint  ownerahip  of  the  lord  of  the  manor 
and  the  freehcddera  or  commonera.  Theee  men  were  genenlW 
alive  to  their  own  intereata,  and  the  law  of  endoaare  worked 
with  great  facility  and  Httle  expenae,  under  whieh  eight 
ttilliona  of  acna  had  been  redaimad  in  England,  without  m- 
dnding  large  tracto  in  Walee.  He  waa  not  aware  that  any 
additiond  neilitiea  were  required  fbr  tiie  ordinary  endoaare  A 
waate  landa,  in  deahng  with  which  tiie  coorte  naturally  takm 
waa  to  adeet  thoae  likdy  to  be  moat  profitable  firat,  and  what 
remained  waa  oonaequently  thoae  hmda  leaa  profltaUa,  and 
therefore  leaa  tempting  to  the  owner.  They  moat  aUo  take 
into  condderation  the  fiiet  that  every  year  the  progreaa  of 
agncaltural  adenoe  raabled  them  to  get  more  profit  out  of  the 
entire  aoil  than  formerly,  aad  thia  waa  evioent  to  all.    Let 


thei&  tarn  to  the  New  forat.  Mr.  Blanddl  apoke  of  * 
landa."  He  thoaght  thia  waa  a  mianomer,  and  that  they  were 
not  at  all  crown  landa.  The  crown  had  no  right  to  plant  a 
tree  in  any  part  of  the  fbreat  except  in  that  part  which 
the  Deer  Bemovd  Act  of  1851  gave  it.  So  tlie  crown  had 
no  more  right  in  the  New  Foreat  than  a  land-lindlord  had  in 
an  ordinarv  waato  or  common ;  ite  poottion  waa  dmilar  to 
that  of  a  lord  of  the  manor.  The  New  Foreat,  therefore, 
belonged  to  the  joint  proprietorahip  of  the  crown  and  com* 
monera.  They  had  at  preaent  a  property  in  it,  ao  that  what 
we  afaonld  do  ia,  not  to  exerdae  any  public  force  or  Aot  of 
Parliament,  but  to  perauade  thoae  who  repreaented  the  crown, 
and  thoae  who  repreaented  the  commonert  that  their  reapeetive 
intereata  could  be  better  preaerved  by  endoaore  and  by  legally 
dividing  the  property.  And  he  did  not  think  that  the  intereato 
of  theae  eommonera  ahoold  be  overlooked,  or  treated  with  any 
diaregard.  They  inherited  righto  whieh  exiatod  before  the 
Foreat  waa  made  by  William  the  Conqaeror,  and  they  were 
able  to  preaent  a  very  happy  and  Ibrtanato  oontraat  to  thoae 
agricultural  hdwuren  who  were  not  in  poaaeaaion  of  dmilar 
advantogea.  He  quito  agreed  with  Mr.  Blanddl  and  otheia 
who  argued  that  it  waa  deairable,  wherever  there  waa  any 
land  on  whieh  capital  could  be  profitably  employed,  it  ahonld 
be  applied  at  once,  but  they  ought  not  to  loae  aight  dtocether 
of  the  other  nde  of  the  queaiion— that  waa,  although  endoeura 
might  increaae  the  number  of  affricdturd  labourer*  eni]^loyed 
in  a  particular  place,  yet  it  might  deteriorate  the  condition  of 
that  labourer.  All  peraona  who  had  examined  the  reoorda  of 
endoaurea  would  ace  that  the  loaa  of  the  power  to  turn  out  a 
cow,  a  horae,  or  piga  upon  a  oommoa  muat  be  a  great  dia- 
advantage  to  the  cottager  who  Kved  in  the  ndghbourhood, 
and  he  (Mr.  Cowper^Temide)  eateemed  very  hiahly  the  ad- 
vantage to  a  labouring  man  ox  keeping  a  cow.  The  fiaandal 
advantagee  were  dear,  and  what  aa  advantage  it  waa 
also  to  the  labourer  to  have  the  power  of  getting 
milk  for  hia  diildren  to  drink!  One  of  the  great  mia- 
fortunea  cftheagriculturd  population  waa  that  they  eoold 
not  get  auflleient  ndlk  for  thdr  children,  for  it  waa 
nearly  an  aent  to  London,  and  the  agrienitard  laboorara  had 
BO  meana  of  getting  it  in  auiBcient  quantity.  The  eomaaoner 
fdt  alao  a  aenae  of  independence  when  he  waa  the  owner  of  a 
oow ;  but  when  an  enooaure  took  place  there  waa,  of  courae, 
provision  in  the  Endoaare  Act  for  giving  aome  compenaation 
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to  those  who  had  rights  of  grazing  upou  oommons,  hat  that 
compensation  often  went  to  the  owner,  not  inhabitant,  and 
therafora  the  inhabitant  often  lost  his  right  without  getting 
any  compensation.  In  other  cases  compensation  in  land  was 
given  to  the  cottager,  bat  then  arose  a  great  temptation  to 
turn  it  into  money.  He  met  with  some  one  who  was  wHling 
to  give  a  large  amount  for  it,  and  the  result  was  that  his  suo* 
cesser  in  the  cottage  was  without  any  of  these  common  rights, 
and  was  reduced  to  the  condition  of  a  mere  dependant  on  his 
daily  labour.  He  (Mr.  Cowper-Temple)  would  be  therefore 
sorry  to  see  compensation  given  absolutely  in  land  in  the  event 
of  the  endosnre  of  the  New  forest,  because  he  believed  the 
same  thing  would  occur  there  a^in.  It  might  not  be  desira- 
ble, too,  that  any  further  facilities  should  be  given  to  the 
aggregation  of  land,  which  was  the  ineritable  result  of  these 
endosures,  speaking  broadly.  He  thought  a  more  advanta- 
ffeotts  arrangement  would  be,  whenever  the  time  came  for 
dividing  the  riew  Forest  between  the  Crown  and  those  who 
had  rights  in  it,  that  that  portion  which  would  come  to  the 
commoners — and  that  would  be  about  two-thirds  of  the  whole 
Forest — should  remain  as  land  in  common,  to  be  disposed  of 
according  to  their  pleasure,  and,  if  they  saw  any  advantage 
in  it,  they  should  be  able  to  use  a  considerable  portion  as 
regulated  pasture,  by  which  means  abuses  would  be  kept 
away,  and  there  would  be  a  proper  amount  of  pasture 
left  for  the  cattle.  There  were  many  disadvantages  in 
confining  a  man's  cow  to  a  paddock,  and  a  great  advan- 
tage to  be  derived  when  cattle  could  stray  over  more  ex- 
tended boundaries.  Mr.  Biundell  had  estimated  the  good  soil 
in  the  New  Forest  at  a  somewhat  larger  amount  than  he  (Mr. 
Cowper-Temple)  had  been  accustomed  to  hear  it  computed, 
which  was  about  30,000  acres.  Owing  to  the  exercise  of  rights 
on  about  the  other  half  of  the  Forest,  little  soil  was  left  on 
the  hard  chalk,  so  that  the  efforts  made  to  stimulate  the  re- 
maining surface  would  soon  exhaust  the  soil,  and  people  would 
find  they  were  cultivating  something  exceedingly  ]ike  a  high- 
way or  sravel  road.  As  long  as  the  rights  of  commoners 
were  fairly  met  and  maintained,  he  thought  they  might  be 
safely  left  to  take  care  of  their  own  interests,  and  the  in- 
terests of  the  crown  might  be  fairly  left  to  those  who  repre- 
sented the  crown.  There  was,  however,  a  third  party  some- 
what interested  in  these  questions  of  open  lands  and  of  the 
New  Forest  in  particular.  Mr.  Biundell  had  acknowledged 
the  great  claim  which  the  inhabitants  of  a  town  in  the  ndgh- 
bourhood  of  a  forest  had  for  a  place  to  be  set  apart  for  the 
purposes  of  recreation.  He  hoped  the  land  selected  would  be 
a  portion  containing  some  of  those  natural  beauties  for  which 
the  New  Forest  was  remarkable.  Where  certain  soils  existed 
which  were  not  likely  to  be  profitably  cultivated,  there  it 
often  happened  that  the  people  of  the  country  might  have  a 
natural  park  with  all  the  beauty  and  lovdy  scenery  which 
inspired  the  poet,  and  which  appeared  more  especially  to 
bdong  to  primeval  sur£Eu»s.  He  aid  not  see  why  they  should 
push  this  eagerness  for  cultivation  in  regard  to  lands  bdong- 
ing  to  the  crown  to  a  greater  extent  than  they  would  with 
respect  to  those  bdonging  to  private  individuals.  He  did  not 
suppose  Mr.  Biundell  would  go  so  far  as  to  insist  on  every  one 
taming  his  pleasure  grounds  or  shrubberies,  from  grow- 
ing roses  or  laurels,  into  fidds  for  the  cultivation  of  tur- 
nips or  mangel  wurtseL  He  would  acknowledge  in  every 
residence  that  some  utility  might  be  sacrificed  to  beauty  and 
eigoyment,  and  so  he  thought  with  regard  to  our  larger  tracts 
i— that  it  was  a  great  advantas^e  to  £ngknd  that  some  amount 
of  utility  had  given  way  to  those  beautiful  sylvan  scenes 
which  gave  many  a  weary,  toiling  man  a  most  happy  day's 
pleasure  in  summer-time.  And  it  was  more  especially  tne 
poorer-classes  who  were  interested  in  this  question,  and  to 
whom  this  boon  was  available  provided  they  were  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  towns,  from  which  the  people  could  reach  them. 
He  thought  it  was  e? ident,  however,  that  the  time  was  coining 
when  the  New  Forest  must  share  the  same  destiny  that  had 
overtaken  some  other  forests.  But  he  did  not  desire  that  it 
should  follow  the  same  course  as  Epping  Forest,  because  there 
th^  saw  a  large  tract  of  country,  which  formed  the  delight 
and  enjoyment  of  the  inhabitants  of  London,  converted  into 
private  parks  and  private  residences,  and  he  was  not  sure  that, 
if  the  Crown  looked  to  making  the  most  money  out  of  that 
portion  of  the  Forest  which  came  to  them,  it  would  not  find  it 
Better  to  sell  it  to  a  number  of  rich  i>eople,  who  would  make 
parks  and  gardens,  than  to  allow  it  to  be  sold  for  agri- 


cultural purposes  ;  and  if  they  were  to  part  with  the  most 
beaatifnl  portions  of  the  New  Forest,  he  diouli  not  thick 
they  had  done  anything  very  successful  in  promoting  the  hap- 
piness and  wdfan  of  the  people. 

Capt  Maxak  explained  the  map  on  the  wall,  the  coloond 
portions  of  which  showed  not  only  the  area  under  all  kindi  of 
crops,  fallows,  and  grass,  but  also  the  estimated  space  occapid 
by  towns,  cities,  vilmges,  river  courses,  canals,  rail  and  road 
traffic,  %c.  It  was  only  a  map  of  England  and  Wales,  and  a 
far  more  startling  representation  might  have  been  made  if 
Ireland  and  Scotland  bad  been  induded.  He  did  not  think  that 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Cowper-Temple  allowed  suffidently  for  the  aiss 
which  had  arrived.  There  was  a  great  cry  for  emigration  aov 
heard  in  England,  and  it  was  dechxed  that  the  conutn  wu 
over-populated ;  but  he  believed  this  to  be  a  great  nlaej. 
Capt.  Maxse  argued  that  England  suffered  from  congestioD  ia 
the  towns,  and  depletion  in  the  provinces,  and  the  really  im- 
portant point  in  regard  to  population  was  its  difltributioii.  It 
was  said  that  in  England  and  Wales,  with  a  popnlation  of  21 
millions,  there  were  847  persons  to  the  square  mile,  whilst  in 
the  east  of  London  there  were  130,000  persons  to  the  square 
mile.  While  we  have  II  millions  in  towns,  there  vere  bat 
10  millions  in  the  country.  Belgium,  with  a  poorer  soil  than 
our  own,  was  much  better  off,  dtnough  she  had  430  penoni 
to  the  square  mile ;  for  out  of  her  population  of  five  millions, 
one  million  and  a-half  lived  in  towns,  and  three  million  aad  ^ 
half  in  rural  parishes.  Mr.  Cowper-Temple  appeard  to 
speak  as  if  the  land  system  of  England  were  unalterable, 
but  that  waa  precisdy  what  they  wanted  to  alter.  Ia 
France,  perceiving  the  evils  arising  from  the  accu- 
mulation of  hmd,  a  law  had  Men  estd)Iishd  bj 
which,  at  the  parents*  death,  the  land  became  dittribatd 
amongst  the  children,  but,  in  England  we  stimulate  the 
accumulation  of  land  by  the  power  which  we  give  of  entail 
By  means  of  this  system  the  land  became  tied  up,  and  there 
were  a  great  number  of  rich  and  a  great  number  of  m- 
poverished  tenants,  whose  object  was  to  get  as  much  oat  of 
the  land  as  possible.  But  the  real  reason  of  the  eristeoce  of 
so  much  waste  land  was  that  cultivation  was  not  the  nriinaiy 
object  of  owoersliip.  It  would  not  pay,  according  to  the  ideas 
of  manv  people  who  had  other  investments,  to  bring  vai  teland 
into  cultivation.  If  a  man  could  invest  monev  at  a«  en  per 
cent,  he  wodd  do  so,  preferring  to  get  that  high  rate  of  inte- 
rest, and  at  the  same  time  keeping  his  capitd  more  re  idy  to 
hand.  He  had  himself  about  forty  acres  of  what  vas  ca  lied  at 
this  time  last  year  "  waste  Und."  If  he  had  mentione  this, 
in  diflfeussing  tms  question  of  waste  land,  he  shodd  hare  been 
met  with  some  objection  that  it  would  not  pay;  bntduing 
the  winter  he  had  brought  it  into  cultivation,  at  an  oatiaj  of 
£15  per  acre  in  grubbing,  drdning,  and  chalking.  He  wis 
now  about  to  oondude  an  agreement  by  which  he  wooli  let 
that  land  at  35s.  an  acre,  and  if  that  would  not  pay  him  b  'did 
not  know  what  wodd.  Captain  Maxse  then  referred  to 
the  enclosure  of  Titchfidd  Common  in  1863,  when  it  *« 
let  out  in  allotments  to  large  and  small  owners.  Nin^ 
hundred  acres  were  dlotted  to  the  former,  in  varceli 
exceeding  eight  acres,  and  of  these  only  226  had  been 
up  till  recenUy  broken  up  and  tiUed,  leaving  675  acres 
uncultivated ;  whilst  of  the  l90  acres  allotted  to  small  ovnen, 
in  parcels  under  three  acres,  182  had  un  to  the  same  date  beet 
broken  up  and  tilled,  leaving  only  eignt  acres  nncdtivatei 
This  showed  in  a  strong  light  the  advantage  of  aUotting  land 
in  small  parcels  to  small  owners.  Having  referred  to  the 
great  extent  of  waste  lands  in  Ireland  and  Scotland,  Captain 
Maxse  denounced  the  accumulative  land  system  in  the  kinnom, 
and  said  he  did  not  think  labourers  wodd  be  induced  to 
emigrate  when  they  saw  so  much  land  lying  uncdtiTstedm 
their  own  country.  He  expressed  his  bdief  that  the  fanaen 
at  home  could  verr  well  compete  with  foreign  ftnuers.  IQ 
addition  to  com  tnera  would  dso  be  an  immense  amomt  ot 
other  food  imported  from  foreign  countries,  most  of  ^^  ?*{ 
the  produce  of  the  dairies  of  small  fiirmers,  and  he  beUered  that 
we  shodd  be  produdng  this  were  it  not  that  dl  the  small 
farmers  had  been  banished  from  the  country.  He  oeheTCd 
that  we  had  arrived  at  a  dead  lock  with  respect  to  onr  land  sys- 
tem. Land  dways  stood  in  a  different  category  as  private  pro- 
perty to  other  artides,  for  the  dmple  reason  that  it  was  the  pro- 
ductive power  which  supplied  us  witii  food.  We  might  take  aii 
the  gold  and  silver  in  the  world,  and  plunge  it  to  the  bottom  oi 
the  ocean,  but  the  loss  wodd  not  be  so  great  as  the  loss 
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gf  t  uiA  •en  of  knd.  He  ««•  gkd  that  the  tnlgeet 
bd  tea  broBght  fonraid  in  w  able  a  maimer  as  it  was.  and 
febapedthat  the  landlords  generally  of  the  eonntryKOnld  be 
miaobi  to  pereeiTO  the  neoemty  of  devoting  their  enterpriie, 
■ogj,  ua  cipital  to  make  the  toil  prodnoe  as  mneh  food  as 
itveeipable  (^bearing. 

The  Cbaimmax  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  snb- 
jftti  wu  dirided   into  two  parts^amely,   tliat   properlr 
n  winch  the  crown  had  an  interest,  and  that  in   which 
pmste  iodifidnals  with  the  crown  had  an   intemst,   snch 
H  the  New  forest,  which  was  not  entirely  possessed  by  the 
nowB,  bat  which  did  possess  valoable  righto,  and  the  only  ob- 
jeetuM  whidi  appeared  to  him  with  respect  to  carrying  out  a 
ij^em  of  redamatioa  of  the  Forest  was  how  far  it  womd  pay, 
nd  how  fiir  the  difficulty,  with  respect  to  the  rights  of  the 
oowB  oa  the  one  hand,  snd  of  the  commoners  on  the  other, 
eosldbe  satisfiMtorily  arranged.    He  was  afraid  from  what  he 
M  heard  on  the  subject,  though  from  not  living  in  the  neigh- 
bosrhood  be  did  not  poesess  accurate  information,  that  some 
Htigitioa  might  ensue  from  the  adoption  of  snch  a  proposition, 
u  esch  party  would  strive  to  obtain  as  much  as  possible.    A 
pftt  dni  might  be  effected  in  the  proposed  direction  if  it  could 
w  desrly  proved  that  much  of  the  New  Forest  land  could  be 
tdrantsiseoBsly  cultivated.    He  agreed  that  if  this  were  ear- 
ned oat  to  a  great  extent  that  land  ought  to  be  assigned  for 
the  psrposss  of  recreation.    That  should  not  be  kwt  sight 
of  is  say  eadosures  where  there   was  a  sufficient  popular 
tioQ  to  deaiand    it.    In  some  cases,  however,  great  care 
vu  reqoisite  in  defendiag  the  land  when  assigns.    There 
was  an  eneloenre  in  a  parish  with  which  he  had  something  to 
do  whm  a  certain  qoantitv  of  land  had  been  assigned  for  the 
nemtiott  of  the  poor  of  the  parish.    Considerable  encroach' 
mati  were  made  on  it,  and  there  arose  a  great  difficulty  in 
pnteetiag  the  rigfata  of  the  poor,  because  great  expense  was 
eitiiled  oa  the  overseers  when  they  took  steps  to  defend  them. 
W'ttli  mpeet  to  the  private  owners,  no  doubt  a  great  deal  of 
tkbalin  their  hands  was  woodland  and  down,  and  it  had 
becafobted  out  that  they  should  be  induced  to  reclaim  them 
Vaa;  means  by  which  this  could  be  fairly  brought  about. 
M  doubt  the  chief  inducement  would  be  a  pecuniary  one. 
wr  them  that  it  would  be  advantageous,  and  they  would 
Mt  be  dow  to  take  action.     With  regard  to  down  land  he 
ud  had  Bome  experience,  and  he  thought  it  was  rather  an 
opea  qaertion,    A  great  deal  of  such  land  had  been  enclosed 
of  late  jean  in  Hampshire.    Much  had  been  reclaimed,  partly 
p^  for  enltivation  of  barley,  but  other  nound  had  been 
brakea  np  which  had  proved  so  bad  that  it  nad  not  paid  for 
cutiTition,  and  when  laid  down  to   down   again   it  was 
lorcely  worth  invthiuff  at  all.     Maiden  down  was  valu- 
able land,  but  when  laid  down  again  it  was  worth  very 
u^e.   As  to  the  plan  proposed  for  planting  by  Mr.  Blun- 
«],  hit  seheme  might  be  carried  out  in  some  parte  with 
P^   advantage;    and    he    believed    that    the    nlanting 
Jjflueh  timber  would  in  the  long  run  be  very  advisable. 
">^  wu  a  peat  demand  at  present  for  larch  timber ;  and  if 
uybody  woold  go  to  the  necessarv  outlay  in  the  first  instance, 
ud  would  be  satisfied  to  wait  for  a  return,  in  the  end  he 
*<Mud  get  a  very  fair  profit    Woodland  had  some  claims  upon 
itvhieh  Mr.  Blundell  did  not  allow.    At  present  timber  was 
Mt  aaewed,  bat  woodland  was  for  the  purpose  of  rating,  and 
uat  Item  should  enter  into  the  calculation.    They  were  told 
»>t  the  tenure  of  laud  had  a  great  deal  to  do  in  the  first  place 
|ntb  deterring  landowners  from  granting  leases ;  but  the  law 
oTc&tail  had  nothing  in  it  to  prevent  the  granting  of  leases. 
iat  owner  for  life  eonld  grant  a  lease  to  any  moderate  extent 
r^J  «l  years,  which  term  was  generally  considered  sufficient 
^  say  onlinary  purpose,  and  he  thought  the  landlord  should 
pun  rail  freedom  to  his  tenant  in  the  cultivation  of  his  land. 
™  was  of  absolute  importance.    He  should  be  restricted  as 
"tue  as  possible,  and  let  him  cultivate  the  kiid  to  the  best  ad- 
!J*»8«  *|y»ssiblv  eonld.    They  were  told  by  Captain  Maxse 
Huaiaadiords  had  deereased.    He  was  not  going  into  that  ques- 
^:  bat  the  decrease  had  been  a  necessity  of  the  age.    The 
micsnae  had  been  that  of  late  vears,  to  make  agriculture pro- 
^^^^J^Urge  outlay  had  become  necessary,  and  build- 
W  Md  been  ereeted  for  which  in  former  days  there  was 
™*«enuBd.    The  capital  of  a  Uirge  landowner  would  now 
JJ"«mes  be  highly  taxed  in  a  particular  year,  and  he  would 
^  to  find  noney  to  enable  him  to  build  in  that  particular 
J^'  volei^  therefore^ «  man  had  a  considerable  amoont  of 


capital  besides  the  land  he  owned,  it  wonld  be  impossible  for 
him  to  erect  the  buildings  with  the  same  facility  that  a  man 
eonld  do  who  had  a  number  of  forms,  and  who.  as  it  was  com- 
monly called,  rang  the  changes.  Whether  a  peasant  proprietor- 
ship wonld  be  advantageous  or  not,  it  was  only  right  people 
should  have  the  opportunity  of  entering  upon  it,  but  he  thought 
thev  were  better  off  when  m  the  position  of  little  tenants  than 
of  little  landlords.  A  peasant  proprietor  was  rather  in  the 
position  of  a  labouring  man,  and  he  woold  scarcely  occupy 
the  position  of  a  small  landowner  to  any  advantoge.  The 
result  would  be  that  he  would  soon  have  to  contract  some 
little  debt  on  his  small  propertv,  and  the  land  would,  perhaps, 
before  long  fall  to  the  nossession  of  another,  who  would  find 
that  capital  which  should  have  been  invested  in  the  land. 

Mr.  WjLBiriB,  after  having  seen  many  waste  lands  brought 
into  cultivation,  spoke  strongly  in  favour  of  such  a  proceeding. 
He  referred,  as  an  instance,  to  Waltham  Chase,  which  was 
formerlv  a  worthless  piece  of  wet  land,  but  now  produced 
some  of  the  finest  com  and  rooto  in  Hampshire.  He  had 
brought  into  cultivation  lome  land  of  his  own,  part  of  which 
was  a  bog,  which  did  not  return  a  shilling  an  acre,  and  had 
now  let  it  for  408.  an  acre.  Their  object  was  to  show  not 
only  that  this  cultivation  of  wastes  was  profitable  to  the 
owners,  but  was  also  beneficial  to  the  general  population  of  the 
country.  It  was  said  that  "  the  love  of  money  was  the  root 
of  all  evil,**  and  oertoinly  the  love  of  land  was  a  great  evil, 
and  a  heavy  responsibilitv  rested  upon  those  who  held  large 
entailed  estates  to  make  the  best  use  of  the  property  possessed 
by  them.  Mr.  Warner  condemned  the  law  of  entail,  and  con- 
tended that  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  country  that 
the  large  tract  of  land  in  the  New  Forest  should  no  longer 
remain  out  of  cultivation.  All  the  difficulties  could  be  sur- 
mounted by  an  Act  of  Parliament.  He  advocated  a  system 
both  of  large  and  small  farms,  and  corroborated  Mr.  Cowper- 
Temple*s  remarks  with  respect  to  the  great  improvement  which 
had  been  made  on  the  ralmerston  estates.  He  hoped  the 
ownen  of  estates  would  look  round  and  see  what  could  be 
done  with  resoect  to  the  changes  which  they  advocated,  and 
not  send  that  labour  out  of  the  country  which  constituted  one 
of  the  chief  sourees  of  ito  wealth,  believing  thst  the  more 
land  there  was  brought  under  cultivation,  the  better  it  would 
be,  not  only  to  the  producer,  but  to  the  consumer  also. 

Mr.  Tba.sk  qute  agreed  that  there  was  a  considerable 
amount  of  land  not  growing  oom  at  the  present  time  which 
might  be  improved  so  as  to  become  capable  of  growing  it ; 
but  at  the  same  time  there  was  a  vast  amount  of  land  now 
growing  corn  which  paid  nothing  at  all.  How,  then,  could  he 
undentand  Mr.  Blundell  and  Captain  Maxse,  who  asserted 
that  the  cultivation  of  the  description  of  land  which  they  ad- 
vocated could  be  made  to  pay  P  There  were  several  thousand 
acres  of  enclosed  land  in  the  northern  division  of  Hampshire 
to  be  let,  and  he  invited  Captain  Maxse  to  go  and  try  his  hand 
at  farming  in  that  locality,  and  see  if  he  could  make  it  pay. 

Captain  Maxsk  said  that,  perhaps,  the  system  required 
altering  with,  respect  to  the  holding  of  land  and  the  restric- 
tions upon  it. 

Mr.  Tbask  believed  no  practical  farmer  in  the  kingdom 
placed  any  relianoe  upon  the  returns  from  which  the  map  had 
been  compihid  (Agricultural  Returns  for  1868).  Mr.  Blundell 
asserted  that  near^  the  whole  of  the  New  Forest  was  capable 
of  growing  com  crops.  He  did  not  believe  this  statement, 
and  he  should  like  Mr.  Blundell  to  inform  them  how  woods 
were  to  be  grubbed  by  steam. 

Bir.  Blxthdill  said  he  should  have  read  the  account,  but  it 
would  have  taken  too  long. 

Mr.  TtULSK,  continuing,  observed  that  he  doubted  the  asser- 
tions of  Captain  Maxse  with  respect  to  the  effect  of  supplying 
com  to  this  country  from  foreign  markets,  and  said  that  the 
holding  of  a  small  piece  of  arable  land  would  rain  a  man. 
He  had  much  better  be  a  carter.  As  to  petitioning  Parlia- 
ment to  make  oceupien  or  ownen  break  up  their  waste  land, 
he  considered  the  proposition  absurd,  and  it  was  not  giving 
them  credit  for  common  sense  as  to  what  was  best  to  be  done 
with  their  own  property.  Itwoald  be  much  better  to  wait, 
and  let  public  opinion  influence  them. 

Captain  Maxsb  defended  his  statements,  and  a  string  of 
questions  and  answen  passed  between  him  and  Mr.  Traak  with 
regard  to  the  land  system  ^iu  the  northern  portion  of  this 
county. 
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Mr.  SpOOVIS  omraiMd  a  bope  that  tiie  iwoltof  m  mneh 
▼eDtilatioii  vhich  tbii  <|iieition  had  nestvad  wonld  nut  and 
•Dtirelj  in  wind.  He  duapprofad  of  the  CKtraae  •tatonanti 
nada  bj  different  parties  with  nip« 


I  mpeot  to  the  New  Fomt,  and 
>re  them  wat  whether  or  not  the 


argoed  that  the  qnettion  before 

New  fbreit  eoald  be  profitably  vade  of  greater  aie  to  the 
public  than  it  wai  now  in  iti  pretent  state.  He  maiBtained 
that  it  conld. 

Mr.  BLUNinLL,  in  reply,  alla(|[ad  that  the  oottagen  ware 
most  tenaoioos  with  respeot  to  thmr  allotnents. 

Mr.  Spoonir  then  proposed  a  resolation  to  the  effwt  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  it  wooid  be  eondnoive  to  the 
pablie  good  that  the  New  Forest  should,  after  the  rights  and 
priTikges  of  tbe  oommoners  and  others  are  fairly  satufied,  be 


broaglit  giadaally  into  tlM  Market  for  sale,  reHrriagiodi 
portions  as  maj  be  reqmred  for  public  reereation. 

This  leaolation  was  eeeonded  by  Mr.  Waner. 

Captain  Mazsb  hereopon  mo«ed  u  aauBdaoot  to  tks 
effeot  that  that  portion  of  the  New  Foreet  be  enclosed  sad 
set  out  in  large  and  small  &rms,  on  liMig  laaeas,  whioh  fell  ts 
the  iiround  for  want  of  a  aBeoader,  and  tlie  resolation  vu 
earned. 

Mr.  Bluhbiu.  poposed  another  reaohition,  settiag  ibrtk 
that  it  was  further  the  opinion  of  the  Chamber  that  then  *« 
also  ample  room  for  the  more  oslended  ciiltifatioa  of  viite 
lands  on  pritate  estates. 

Captain  Maxsb  seeonded  this  propoaition  vhioh  was  oinM, 
thongh  a  minority  of  the  meeting  did  not  vole. 


THE    HORSE    SHOW    AT    THE    AaBICULTUEAL    HALL,    ISLINaTON. 


Time  and  tlie  hoar  steal  on  thronghout  the  darkest 
night,  and  the  aeTenth  annual  show  of  horses  at  the 
A^coltaral  Hall  oommenced  on  Saturday  even  before 
the  doors  were  open  to  the  public.  It  ia  customary  to 
open  before  the  plsy  begina ;  but  this  time  the  public 
were  kept  waiting  a  quarter  of  an  hour  at  the  entrance- 
gate  on  Islington  Green  to  find  on  their  reaching  the 
ring  some  of  the  first  batch  of  hunters  drafted.  At  first 
a  blue  mist  prevailed  thronghout  the  Hall,  so  that  you 
viewed  everything  as  through  amoked  glass,  and  yon 
were  in  doubt  whether  there  was  a  total  eclipse  of  the  sun 
going  on,  a  display  of  fireworks  had  taken  place,  or  that 
Mr.  Pepper  had  heen  engaged  to  give  an  unreal  phantom- 
like appearance  to  the  whole  thing.  In  the  mist  we 
descried  Lords  Portsmouth  and  Coventry,  or  their  ghosts, 
who  proceeded  with  the  judging  of  the  first  and  second 
classes  of  hunters  before  they  were  joined  by  Mr.  Chap- 
lin, who,  like  the  idle  boy,  came  late  to  school.  The 
Hall  was  as  might  be  expected,  rather  sultry,  but  sweet 
and  clean,  though  packed  with  horses  thronghout,  there 
being  very  few  empty  atalU.  The  numbera  to  the  horses 
in  the  catalogue  ran  891  to  864  last  year,  hut  there  is 
nothing  like  that  number  of  horses  in  the  Hall,  as  many 
play  several  parts,  and  are  continually  coming  before 
you  till  you  are  sick  of  them — first  as  hunters,  then 
park  hacks,  ladies'  horses,  chargers,  cover  hacks,  in  harness, 
or  extraordinary  animals,  while  the  exhibitors  number 
247  tliis  year  to  228  last.  The  first  class  taken  in  hand 
by  the  judges  was  the  weight-carrying  hnnters,  mustering 
abont  thirty-nine  strong.  The  judges  had  them  in  lots 
of  nine  and  ten  at  a  time,  from  whioh  the  heat  wonld  be 
aelected  and  the  lot  drafted,  and  so  on  through  the  eUss. 
Then  the  selected  from  the  several  lota  woiSd  come  in, 
consequently  the  horses  were  never  all  out  at  the  same 
time  and  compared  one  with  another,  the  only  way  we  think 
of  getting  at  all  the  best,  for  one  lot  may  be  all  good, 
with  two  superior  horses  like  Expectation  and  Iris  in, 
which,  of  course  would  be  the  chosen,  while  the  next 
division  may  be  a  very  middling  lot,  and  the  pick  not  so 
good  as  those  previously  drafted.  In  fact,  let  a  man  have  a 
memory  as  long  as  the  Athmtic  Cable,  and  an  eye  as  quick, 
the  odds  are  against  his  doing  himself  justice  or  the  exhi- 
bitors without  lie  can  have  all  the  class  out  before  him  at 
the  same  time.  Then  how  much  more  satisfactory  would 
it  be,  we  think,  to  the  judges,  exhibitors,  and  the  public, 
if  the  judges  were  only  presented  with  the  numbers, 
height,  and  pedigrees  of  the  horses,  as  customary  at  all 
other  shows,  instead  of,  aa  here,  the  public  catidogne — 
with  the  name,  address,  and  titles  of  the  owner  in  lull, 
a  glowing  description  of  his  horse,  and  a  fabulous 
price  attached  to  the  end  of  it.  These  things  do 
tell  with  some  people,  and  the  latter  even  if  attached  to 
the  tail  of  a  Cochin  China  or  a  «mock-fh>ck.    In  coni^- 


qnenoe  of  the  water-jump  being  in  the  centre  of  tke 
ring,  the  chief  part  of  the  judging  takea  place  at  one  cod 
or  the  other,  so  that  a  great  manj  aee  little  of  whst  ij 
going  on.    But  we  are  diverging  from  the  thirty-nise 
articlea  in  horse-flesh,  who,  with  Iris  and  ExpeeUtioo, 
are  &r  in  advance  of  last  year's  lot,  headed  as  they  were 
by    the  soft,  carty-looking  St.  Clare,  and  the  flub/ 
Harkaway.    The  latter  is  much  improved,  and  aau 
tried  for  honours,  together  with  such  prize  horses  u  Tti* 
connel,  Brian  Bom,  and  Monarch.     Then  there  wu  tbit 
tough  old  Chicken  of  Captain   Heath's,  a  banter  oft 
couple  of  hundred  years  ago  in  form  and  breed,  sod  wko 
in  his  seventeenth  year  may  be  had  at   five  handrcd 
guineas.     Iris,  the  prize  horse  at  Wetherby,  and  of  the 
year  1868,  and  whose  wall  eye  and  form  now  sttrset  u 
much  attention  on  the  walls  of  the  Royal  Academy  u 
ihej  do  at  Islington,  came  straight  away  from  Fife  hj 
rail  in  a  box,  and  landed  at  the  Hall  the  over-night-oat 
of  the  frying-pan  into  the  fire  this ;  for  anyone  vbo  hH 
tried  the  raU  and  the  Hall  knows  thnt  one  ia  hot  ssd  Uic 
other  hotter ;  so  we  were  not  snrpriaed  to  see  so  high- 
oonraged  a  horse  fretted  away  and  ahmnk.    Bat  the  Hill 
is  too  confined  for  Iris  to  show  himaelf  to  advantage,  is 
fact  he  is  not  a  circus  horse,  and  waa  fairly  beaten  on  the 
tan  or  sawdnst  by  the  grand,  square,  symmetrical  chesoot 
of  Sir  Watkin's,  a  model  of  a  veight-canring  hoater. 
and    a    show-horse  from  head   to   heel.    If  his  jointi 
are  a  little  gummy  what  of  it  P  as  banters  are  not  mm 
to  look  at,  and  most  of  them,  especially  if  thay  are  good 
for  anything,  bear  a  memento  of  some  good  run.    Thn 
that  noble  sensible-looking  head  and  perfect  tail,  hor 
varmintlv  are  they  set  on  and  what  a  jaunty  way  be 
carries  them  as  he  steps  away  ao  firm  and  free,  as  if  the 
whole  place  belonged  to  him,  and  he  was  on  good  tcrmi 
with  everyone:   or  should  he  catch  the  eye  of  »oe 
crabbing  dealer  or  coner  who  has  not  fingered  something 
ont  of  him,  he  has  that  honest  independent  oompoi&n 
that  tells  the  fellow  his  abuse  is  useless,    fiotwehopeto 
see  Iris  and  Expectation  meet  again  in  the  open,  either  n 
Oxford  or  the  Great  Yorkshire  Meeting,  where  they  viU 
have  room  on  the  tnrf  to  fight  it  out,  as  at  Islington  ^e 
prize  has  generallv  gone  to  the  best  form  or  **  standitiU 
horse.    The  third  prize.  Ironmaster,  is  a  neat  horae  aw 
does  not  look  sixteen  hands  and  an  inch,  which  u^' 
greatest  compliment  we  can  pay  him.    The  first  ogbt  i& 
this  class,  with  the  exception  of  Iris  and  E»P«={^*°'^! 
did  not  see  ont  through  the  phiy  commencing  before  to 
doors  were  open,  ao  say  no  more  about  them.    Of^ 
others  not  already  mentioned  Mr.  EUerby'sTnbalCaia 
was  short  and  compact ;  Mr.  Barker's  Sampson,  s  wbip  J 
horse  who  did  not  get  his  hind  legs  under  himi  »K^ 
Stapylton'a  Storm  King  by  Whoo  Hoop,  dam  by  Vnlcan. 
of    1^    form,    bnt    we    thought    fi(NB  '^^  * 
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tip  «i<gU    for    Lim;    Mr.  W«UU'i  Lutertr  i«  a 
tUii  middled  aniiMl  wil|&  aeftiM  jntn  idftptad  fat  a 
laght^anTiag  k»ck  or  lM«luiiflr,«Ml«  to  Soathwold 
m  of  fair  foffB,  with  ikt  KotptiM  «f  a  iliflhf  ilintniii 
ath«  lom,  on  a  abort  lag.    Thaa  Mr.  Charies  Symondi, 
of  Oxford,  kaa  a  eompaot.  powerftd,   and   good   goer 
in  Bombardier;     while    Mr.   Jewimon'i  The  Kaigbt 
it  of  capital  form,  and  Mr.  R.  Powlett'a  The  Boper,  a 
light  hone,  of  eharacter  and  breed,  bat  a  bit  i^  a  pea* 
cock  to  ]ook  at.     Brian  Bom,  with  a  lot  of  fleih  on,  went 
ray  well,  bnt  looked  rather  aobby,  bat  then  he  ib  so 
ffia  a  teaaperad  hone,  and  of  aneh  a  eoaatitatioa  that  he 
&ttcoa  where  otlMra  woald  atarve,  while  he  trarala  likaa 
eoaaereial  trarcUer.     The  priae  mare  in  the  hunting 
dan  withoot  condition  aa  to  weight,  ia  aa  handaoBM  and 
M  neat  aa  can  be,  aha  la  wiry  and  mnacnkr,  hurdy-look- 
iag,  free  from  Inmber,  and  althoQgh  a  hunter  would  hold 
bar  own  in  Roftlen  Bow,  aa  a  hack,  and  with  £speetatioii 
aa  the  hero  of   the  hunting  elaaaea  aha  ia  decidedly  the 
Heroioa.    Tfaeaaoondiaa  diortar  horae,  rery  handaome, 
lad  a  good  goer,  but  he  ia  not  right  in  hia  neck,  and 
rather  cramped  and  thick  in  hia  forehand.    Their  owner 
is  noted   for    eood-looking    onea    with    breed,    and 
ihowed  Goldfinler,   a  rery  handaome  and  blood-like 
chiSDut  banter  and  a  pri2e-taker  a  year  or  two  back. 
Tha  third,  Lmtwer,  we  deaoribed  in  the  preriooa  claaa. 
Oat  of  aooie  thirty  odd  were  Kildare,  a  priae  hocae  in  the 
vciftht-earrien  last  year;  Young  Artillery,a  priae  four-year- 
oldat  Manehaatcr,  hat  year,  and  the  following,  who  had 
fcna,  breed,  and  hunting  charaeteriatica :  Mr.  W.  Craw- 
thaw's  Wenaleydale,  Mr.  F.  Barker'a  The  Sweep,  Mr.  0. 
Waa^'a  Sir  Harry  Martin,  Mr.  6.  Bland'a  Bival,  Mr. 
htoson'a  Terrona,  Mr.  Head'a  Planet,  Mr.  W.  Ellerby'a 
Udala  and  Maraton,  Mijor  Stapyltou'a  The  Streamer, 
Mr.  Arlington's  lamerick,  Mr.  Sterling'a  The  Norman, 
tad  Mr.  Wheeler'a  Maater  of  Arte,  a  bay.  and  not  the 
acaly  ehaanot  and  priae-taking  impoator  of  that  name. 
CoioMnb,  in  a  wery  poor  claaa  of  huntera,  not  exceedio  j 
fifteen  handa  two  inchea,  waa  declared  the  winner,  a  light 
ehargcr-like  anianal,  or  ladiea'  horae,  and  well  up  iu  doiqg 
the  pretty  boaineaa  round  a  circua,  or  iu  the  Row,  for 
whi^  he  ia  juat  adapted.    Bird-on-the-Wing,  who  haa 
fload  and  impxored  in  form  aince  laat  year,  and  well 
haown  to  ahow  goera  aa  a  fencer,  aa  for  hia  atyliah 
aetioa,  and   wHk   hia  hind  lege  alwaya  ao  beautifiaUy 
aadar  him,  waa  muoh  more  to  our  mind,  though  only  placed 
■eeoad.    Mr.  T.  Skinner^a  Foreater  ia  of  rery  good  form, 
sttd  tteeedingly  bloodlike.    Mr.  Badham'a  Eclipae  had 
too  maoh  beef  on  to  ahow  to  advantage.  Migor  Oaentin'a 
Borat  Sianna,  ia  a  atrong-ahouldered  cobby  hacK  with  a 
dash  of  the  Arabian.    Mr.  Biown'a  Tiny  Tim,  a  wild- 
JMkiag  ebaannt,  with  aoma  ahape,  and  Mr.  Harriaon'a 
nllah  baa  length  and  good  enaa.     The  fottr-year*olda 
vera  a  capital  daaa,  and  a  great  improrement  on  hut 
;«r,  which  waa  about  one  of  the  rery  worat  we  can 
noollaet.    They  eama  in  in  batchea,  and  the  blue  ribbon 
wat  handed  orer  to  Mnlcaater  for  a  rery  good-looking 
huatiag.like  hone  of  Mr.  J.  Booth'a;  but  aa  another 
hatch  came  in  directly  after,  he  had  much  againat  hia 
uclination  to  return  it,  and  it  waa  finally  awarded  to 
CoQiade,  atecred  by  Webater,  another  wdl-known  per- 
WDMr  in  the  ring.     Comrade  waa  bred  by  Mr.  Peaae, 
n.P.,  and  looked  aomething  between  a  charger  and  one  of 
htt  celebrated  trotting  hacka  on  a  higher  leg.    Borderer, 
with  more  hunting  cnaracteriatica,  came  in  for  aecond 
hoaoora,  and  changed  handa  we  heard  for  200  ga.    Mr. 
T.Thompion'a  Byron,  Mr.  B.  Paddiaoo'a  cheannt  geld- 
»g,  Mr.  F.  Stafford'e  Tommy,  Mr.  Badham'a  Baronet, 
Mr.  Bacridga'a  The  General,  Mr.  H.  D.  Boulton'a  Brown, 
««iorSUnrlton'aFitawi]liam,  were  thoaethat  took  our 
■y^wUli  Mr.  Gfout'a  Aw  <tf  Clnba  by  Captain  Barlow'a 
^^(«  if  that  same  tp%  a  aommaodation.     The  Aea 


of  Claba  waa  by  StockweU,  and  departed  thia  Ufe  a  year 
ortwobad^atMr.  Oenrd'a  eatabliabment.  Bapid  »9j^ 
Adelaide.  Tha  thoroughbred  atalUoaa  compriaiog.  Cam- 
pardown,  by  the  Filing  J)at<diman  ont  of  Hany  Scuny 
\ij  Pantaloon,  ia,  like  many  of  the  Dutchmen,  a  light 
middled  leggy  animal.  Touchwood  by  Touchstone,  out 
of  Bonny  Bee  by  Oalanthna,  with  many  of  the  Toncbatona 
charaeteriatica,  was  of  a  better  atamp.  Deerawoodbr 
Orlando,  ont  of  Arrow  by  Slane,  was  not  much  to  lode 
at.  Nutbonrne  by  the  Nabob,  out  of  Princeaa  by  the 
Merry  Monarch,  waa  a  long  way  the  niceat  horae  of  tha 
lot.  Anglo  Saxon  by  Etbelbert,  out  of  Griaelda  bjr 
Touchatone,  a  thick-aet  ahort-lc^Eg^  naeful  country  horae. 
Alcibiadea  by  Coaaack,  out  of  Aunt  Philia  by  Epirua,  tha 
well-known  ateeplechaaer,  failed  to  atrike  ua  with  any 
reverence  for  hia  form  as  a  atallion.  He  waa  ahown  in 
hunting  trim,  aa  he  haa  not  yet  been  need  aa  a  atud  horae, 
and  atmok  ua  aa  a  l^ggy  light-loined  mean-qnartareA 
narrow  animal.  Bertie  by  Newminater,  out  of  Queen 
Mary  by  Gladiator,  had  not  much  to  recommend 
him  beaidea  hia  pedigree;  while  Bowaham  by  King^ 
Tom,  ont  of  Mentmore  Laaa,  did  not  mo?e 
with  any  freedom;  and  Diophantaa  by  Orlando, 
out  of  Equation  by  Emilias,  though  a  nice  little  horse, 
looked  rather  Inmpy.  Amsterdam  and  Sincerity  were 
entered,  but  not  in  the  fleah.  In  the  riding  horaea  with 
fine  action,  the  firat  horae  Sdbraon  ia  a  good-looking 
powerful  charger,  while  AngeU,  with  aome  of  the  charger 
characteriatiea,  thou^  rather  light  in  her  back  ribe,  ia 
much  freer  in  her  action  than  the  grey  Sobraon.  Counteaa  ia 
a  jpowerful,  uaefol  hack,  and  originally  had  the  third 
pnae,  but  owing  to  aome  defect  in  her  it  waa  giren  to 
Twilight,  on  the  Monday,  a  gentlemanly  hack  of  Mr. 
Spencer  Leney'a.  Daiay,  in  cover  hacka  and  roadatera, 
ia  a  very  huidaome,  powerful,  cobby  mare;  a  nicely 
dappled  grey,  with  pand  action,  but  more  adapted 
for  hameaa;  while  the  aecond.  Old  Tom,  ia  an  old- 
fashioned  fiarmera'  cob,  with  about  a  ton  of  fieah  on  him, 
and,  we  think,  had  no  right  to  a  place  before  Bird  on  tha 
Wing,  who  waa  ahown  aa  a  cover  back.  When  Bird  on 
the  Wing  waa  handed  the  third  prise,  aome  one  gare  a 
horrible  ahriek  that  made  one'a  blood  almost  run  c^d,  for 
we  really  thought  aome  poor  fellow  was  in  a  fit,  but  it 
turned  ont,  we  are  told,  to  be  some  one  interested  in  Bird 
on  the  Wing.  A  very  agreeable  place  a  torae  ahow  would 
become  if  everyone  that  waa  disappointed  kicked  up  anch 
an  unpardonable  row.  In  park  haicka  and  ladiea'  horaaa 
Coxcomb  waa  awarded  by  the  new  aet  of  jndgea  a  priia. 
Maater  Stiggina  ia  a  cobby  charger-like  animal,  amothered 
with  flash,  while  Beauty  ii  not  good-looking  enough  for 
the  name.  Mr.  Gnrnall*a  Elegance  ia  a  laaliy  uiaa 
ladiea'  horae.  and  Mr.  Baine'a  Graaahopper  a  fine  goer. 
In  the  half-bred  atalliona  Fireaway  ia  a  powerfnl  dark 
cheannt,  with  good  action,  while  Qniokailrer  ia  a  Norfolk 
trotter,  of  good  form  and  action.  The  well-known 
American  trotter  Shepherd  F.  Knapp,  waa  acareely 
noticed  by  the  judgea,  although  thia  was  a  claaa  for  horaea 
calculated  to  get  tro(tera,~at  Beverley  laat  year,  in  much 
better  company,  he  waa  awarded  with  a  firat  prize.  Mr. 
Grout'a  wdi-lraown  horae  Sportaman  was  present.  The 
atalliona  of  any  breed,  with  an  exception  or  two,  were  a 
wretched  lot,  but  the  winner.  Sir  George,  waa  a  really 
handaome,  well-made  cob.  Perfection,  a  stallion  pony, 
bred  by  Major  Barlow,  waa  one  of  the  handaomeat  thioga 
we  aaw  out.  Selim  ia  a  powerfnl  Arabian,  and  waa  ahown 
well  by  Mr.  Seifert,  the  well-known  ateeplechaae  rider 
and  ateerer  of  Moonraker  many  yeara  back.  The  other 
daaaea  were  judaed  tbia  morning,  Monday,  and  among  the 
hameaa  horaea,  nacka,  coba,  and  poniea  were  aeveral  rery 
atylish  animals,  but  a  great  many  of  a  rerr  common 
stamp.  Expectation,  Haroine,  C<aoomb,  and  Comrade 
oana  in  to  compata  for  the  QoU  Medal.    The  eontaa^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


76 


THE  FARMER'S  MAGAZINE. 


ky  between  Expeetatioii  and  Heroine,  as  Coxcomb  and 
Gomnde  had  not  the  slightest  chance ;  of  one  there  is 
nothing,  while  the  other  is  coarse.  Baring  the  following 
week  it  was  stated  b/  one  that  Expectation  had  enlarged 
joints,,  by  another,  he  had  a  spsTin,  while  a  third  said  he 
had  sprung  aback  tendon,  and  a  fourth  that  he  bmshed ; 
but  no  one  discovered  that  the  horse  had  two  tails, 
which  he  reaUy  has,  for  to  his  foretop  he  has  a  dock 
abont  the  length  and  size  of  a  man's  finger.  As  to 
bmshing,  he  has  carried  Sir  Watkin  four  seasons — a  mere 
infant,  who,  with  the  hunting  tackle,  only  pulls  down  a 
trifle  under  twenty  stone.  We  can  fancy  Sir  Watkin 
making  many  a  horse  brush  altogether  in  a  quarter  of 
the  time, 

PRIZE-LIST. 

HiTNTzns. 

Judges.— Lord   Fortsmoath,   Lord   CoTentry,   Mr.  Henry 

Chaplin,  and  for  thorongh-bred  italuons. 

Weight  carriers  np  to  16  stone. — ^first  prize  of  £80  and 
Qold  Medal,  to  Sir  Watkin  W.  Wynn,  Wynstay,  Ruabon 
(Expectation) ;  second,  £40,  to  Captain  J.  Anstmther  Thomson, 
Charleton,  Hfe  (Iris);  third,  £20,  to  Mr.  H. Sanders,  Brampton, 
Northampton  (Ironmaster)  ;  commended,  Mr.  Booth,  Eallerby 
(Brian  Bom). 

Withoat  condition  as  to  weight. — First  prize  of  £50  and 
second  of  £26  to  Mr.  Henry  Spencer  Lacy,  Charlcote,  War- 
wick, for  Heroine  and  (Golden  Hne ;  third,  £15  to  Mr.  S.  J. 
Welfitl  (Loiterer) ;  oommended,  Mr.  Barker  (Sampion),  Mr. 
EllerbTs  (Aihdale),  Mr.  J.  Wheeler  fMaster  of  ArU). 

Witbottt  condition  at  to  weight  and  not  exceeding  15  hands 
2  inches  high.-*Fir8t  prize  of  £40,  to  M^or  Qoentin,  Wood- 
leigh,  Cheltenliam  (Coxcomb) ;  second,  £20,  Mr.  F.  Barker, 
Ingatettone,  Essex  (Bird  on  the  Wing) ;  commended,  Mr. 
Brown's  Tiny  Tim  and  Mr.  Wright's  FiTot. 

Four  years  old.~First  prize  of  £60,  Mr.  T.  Satton,  Mid- 
dleton  One  Row,  Darlington  (Comrade) ;  second,  €25,  Mr.  J. 
Booth,  Killerby,  Yorkshire  (Borderer) ;  commended,  Mr.  E. 
Paddison  oh.  g.,  and  Mr.  J.  Grout* s  Ace  of  Clubs. 

Riving  Hossxs. 
JUDOXs.— Colonel  Maade,   Mr.  J.  J.  Baillie,  and  Captain 
Whitmore. 

Fine  action  and  breed,  exceeding  15  hands  2  inches  liigh. 
—First  prize  of  ^£20,  Captain  G.  Cookes,  London  (Sobraon) ; 
second,  £10,  Lord  Biosslyn,  Dnnmow,  Essex  (Angela) ;  third, 
£6,  to  Mr.  H.  Spencer  Leney  (Twilight). 

CoTER  Hacks  aitd  Roadsters. 

Weiffht  carriers  not  exceeding  15  hands  2  inches. — ^First 
prize  of  £15  to  Mr.  H.  Frisby,  St.  James  Flace  (Daisy) ;  se- 
cond, £10,  to  Mr.  J.  Savory,  Norwich  (Old  Tom) ;  third,  £5, 
to  Mr.  F.  Barker  (Bird  on  the  Wing). 

Fark  Hacks  and  Ladies*  Horses. 

Not  exceeding  15  hands  2  inches  high. — ^First  prize,  £20, 
Migor  Quentin  (Coxcomb);  second,  £10,  Mr.  R.  Bourt, 
Raynham,  Norfolk  (Master  Stiggins) ;  third,  £5,  Mr.  T. 
Cook,  Winchoombe  (Beauty). 

Stallions. 

Thoronghbred'^Frize,  £50  and  medal,  Mr.  B.  J.  Aogell, 
lAibbenham,  Leicester  (Alcibiades). 

Halfbred,  not  less  than  15  hands  high,  for  getting  trotters. 
— ^First  prize,  £30  and  medal,  Mr.  B.  Mitchells,  Downham 
Market,  Norfolk  (Fireaway)  ;  second,  £15,  Mr.  W.  Flanders, 
Mildenhall  (Qoicksilrer)- 

Of  any  breed.^Prize  of  £15  and  medaL  Mr.  H.  RonndelL 
Otley  (Sir  George). 

Not  exoeadinc  13  hands  3  inches,  for  getting  ponies. — 
Prize,  £10  and  Agricnltnnd  Hall  Medal,  Mr.  J.  A.  Ransome, 
Ipswich. 

Prize  of  £10  for  any  animal  of  eztru>rdinary  merit  not 
qualified  to  compete  in  any  of  the  sixteen  classes,  Mr.  fiL.  W. 
i^eek,  Wmibledon  (Selim). 

Harness  Horses. 

Not  exceeding  14  hands  2  inches,  in  single  harness. — First 
prize,  £15,  Mr.  H.  Frisby  (Dnnstan)  ;  second,  £10,  Mr. 
Grout  (The  Colonel) ;  third,  £5,  Mr.  Gaunt  (Rocket). 

Not  exceeding  15  hands  2  inehea.— First  prize,  £16,  to  Mr. 
H.  Frisby,  St.  James's  Place  (Daisy) ;  second,  £10,  to  Mr.  H. 


Farauhar,  Lowndes  Square  (Blackstrap).    Commended:  Mr. 
P.  a,  Seohiavi,  Craven  Hill,  (King  George). 

Pars  Hacks  and  Ladies*  Horses. 

Not  ezoeeding  15  hands  1  inch. — ^First  prize,  £20,  to  Mr. 

H.  Frisby  (Dainty) ;  seeond,  £10,  to  Mnor  Quentin  (Borat 

Sienna) ;  third,  £5,  Mr.  G.  Gnmell  (Quickstqt). 

Park  Cobs. 

High  Steppers :   not  exceeding  H  hands  2  inches.— Fint 

Srize,  £20,  to  Mr.  F.  Cooper,  Piccadilly  (Primroae) ;  second, 
10,  to  the  Doke  of  Wellington  (Skewbald);  third,  £5, to 
Mr.  C.  Gates  (Princess). 

Ponies. 
Not  exeeeding  13  hands  3  inches,  in  single  hamesB.— Fint 
prize,  £15,  Mr.  W.  King,  Letghton  (Tommy) ;  second,  £8, 
Mr.  F.  Haines,  Oxford  Road  (Mnltum  in  Panro) ;  third,  £5, 
Lord  CardroM  (Don). 


THE  ISLINGTON  MOUNTEBANKS.  —  The  geneial 
arrangements  were  much  the  same  as  usual;  bat  we  most 
notice  the  introduction  of  a  water-jump  just  in  the  centre  of 
the  arena,  which  necessitated  the  judges  working  either  at  ooe 
end  or  other  of  the  tan,  thus  being  at  an  unfair  distance  from 
one-half  of  the  occupants  of  the  reserved  seats.  Now  for  the 
jumping  itself.  "Have  you  seen  the  leaping  at  Mngtoor 
inqoired  a  friend.  "  No.*^  "  Then  by  all  means  do  ao ;  joa 
will  never  forget  it !"  Accordingly  we  went,  and  first  isv  the 
ponies  jump,  which  was  all  very  well,  as  it  was  good  fon  for 
the  boys  who  rode  them,  though  we  are  sorry  to  say  one  poor 
little  fellow  got  a  severe  rick  in  the  back  from  hit  posy 
"  bucking**  the  gorse,  which  was  as  high  as  himself.  Two  of 
them  had  a  shy  at  the  water-jump,  and  got  over  very  well, 

Soing  at  it  like  lions,  which,  by  the  way,  goes  to  prore,  if 
warfs  are  sharper  than  giants,  ss  is  generafiy  held  to  be  the 
case  in  the  hnman  race,  the  reverse  holds  good  with  hones; 
for  the  big  ones  for  the  most  part  did  not  see  it,  and  either 
declined,  or  jumped  most  unwUiingly.  They  thus  shoved 
themselves  to  be  much  wiser  than  their  owners  and  riden. 
When  the  horses  came  in,  the  scene  of  uproar  and  oonfosion 
was  beyond  all  description,  some  riding  one  way  at  a  fence, 
some  another,  at  one  and  the  same  time,  hacks,  hunten,  ud 
cobs  of  low  degree  being  mixed  up  in  one  confused  mass.  The 
secretary  mounted  a  haca,  and  "  tittnpped"  abont  in  the  m/lee, 
gesticulating  and  imploring  them  to  keep  order,  bat  sll  to  no 
purpose.  He  was  wise  in  his  generation ;  for  it  was  exceed* 
ingly  warm  for  what  Dickey  Bc^ledike  termed  "the  fut 
people**— and  the  poor  fellows  who  repaired  damages  and  kept 
the  tan  raked  were  in  a  position  that  receiving  cavalry  in 
square  would  be  a  fool  to.  One  of  them  was  so  near  janped 
upon  that  the  horse's  head  knocked  off  his  hat,  and  he  oal; 
saved  himself  by  scuttling  away  in  the  mostludioroas  fsshion. 
Then  the  riding  was  a  sight  to  witness.  Few  men,  except  the 
very  //t/«  of  our  amateurs,  escape  making  tbemaelrei 
ridiculous  when  they  get  up  in  public,  either  lor  racioff  or 
steeple-chasing ;  but  here,  where  the  oi  polM  attempted  to 
'*  witch  the  world  with  noble  horsemanship,**  the  effect 
beggared  description.  Could  they  but  see  themselves  si 
others  see  them,  many  a  man  would  dcdine  playing  the  down 
on  horseback.  One  gentleman  managed  to  get  thrown  over 
into  the  arms  of  the  crowd,  who  kindly  and  eonsideratelf 
threw  him  np  into  his  saddle  again,  amidst  roars  of  laaghter. 
Another  came  down,  and  laid  nsping  like  a  flat  fish,  whiin 
his  horse  deliberately  trotted  along  his  back,  luckily  without 
injury.  Then  there  was  great  splashing  into  the  water-joRiP 
by  those  who  condescended  to  try  i^  which  was  a  •oaU 
minority,  however.  One  or  two  got  pretty  well  o^*^5  "iJ* 
with  them  negoeiating  Mr.  Sidney's  puddle  wonld  be  held  by 
hunting-men  to  be  but  a  poor  passport  to  safirtjr  ovtf  s 
country ;  in  fact,  a  couple  of  little  ponies,  u  we  ■^^"°'*' 
did  it  as  well  as  anything.  No  wonder  such  crowds  art 
attracted :  for  it  is  the  most  ridiculous  and  hinghable  exluU' 
tion  in  London,  and  surpasses  all  that  Leech  ever  coneeina 
of  fools  on  horseback.  One  or  two  will  be  killed  some  dar: 
but  as  no  one  with  any  sense  wonld  trust  himself  in  iiuh  ^ 
situation,  perhaps  the  mourning  won't  be  very  grcst  whea  » 
happens.— ^^  Sporting  Qatette, 

THE  FATAL  ACCIDENT  AT  THE  HORSE  SHOW.- 
On  June  10th  Dr.  Lankester  held  an  inqnest  at  the  AngOiJ^ 
lington,  on  the  body  of  Mr.  Francis  Barker,  aaed  W.  °^ 
deiaer,of  Westlands,  Ingatestone,  who  fell  with  hii  wm* 
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lUsbdiflf  raiud  tbe  ring  at  the  Agricultoral  Hall,  on  Mon- 
krrfkBnoQiLaBddiadoii  Wedneaday  night.  Hr.  Barker*! 
maid  that  Ilia fiiUier  vas  riding  Forester,  the  property  of 
Mr.  Stiaam,  to  show  it  for  sale.  The  witness  did  not  kuow 
tiifihcT  the  horse  was  Tidous  or  not.  Mr.  Thomai  Mashiter, 
of  hieift  Brtate,  Eomford,  said  he  saw  Mr.  Barker  in  the 
linr  on  the  Moadaj.  The  horse  kicked  oat  two  or  three  times 
TiiWBtly,  bat  he  got  him  to  settle  down.    He  walked  Iiim 


rsond  to  where  the  exit  door  was.  The  horse  wanted  to  get 
oat  of  the  ring,  hat  deceased  wonld  not  let  him.  The  horse 
then  reared,  fell  orer  backwards  and  lay  on  deceased,  com- 
pletely covering  him.  If  deceased  had  not  been  so  good  a 
rider  he  would  have  fallen  oiF  when  the  horse  reared,  and 
would  not  have  been  hurt ;  but  as  the  horse  reared  he  bent 
with  the  horse,  and  kent  on  his  back,  so  that  he  was  carried 
over  with  him.    A  veraict  of  aocidentid  death  wai  retained. 


HIGHLAND    AND    AGEICULTUBAL    SOCIETY   OP   SCOTLAND. 


nc|eoeffsl  meeting  was  held  in  the  Society's  Hall,  George 
IV.  Bndge,  Edinburgh ;  his  Grace  the  Dnke  of  Bacclench  in 
tbe  chair. 

Ose  hondred  and  forty-three  new  members  were  elected. 

Hr.  Walur  (Bowland)  said  he  had  been  requested  by  Mr. 
Aflthony  Mamy,  who  was  unable  to  be  present,  to  submit  to 
tbs  meeting  a  proposed  alteration  m  t^e-law  No.  2.  The 
•IteatioD  had  been  submitted  to  two  meetings  of  directors,  in 
terms  of  the  charter,  and  now  it  was  reported  to  the  general 
antisg  of  the  Society  for  oonArmation  if  they  thonght  fit. 
Th«  pmest  bye-law  to  which  he  referred  was  to  the  folMwing 
rffed:  '^That  tenant-farmers,  secretaries,  and  treasurers  of 
local  igrieoltond  associations,  factors,  and  proprietors,  farming 
thr  whole  of  their  own  lands,  whose  assessment  in  the  valua- 
tioB  roH  does  not  exceed  £500,  shall  pay  at  admission,  and 
tftowudi  aannally,  in  adfance,  the  sum  often  shillings,  with 
^  op^  sad  power  of  redeeming  the  same  by  payment  of 
five  tuineas,  as  the  purchase  of  a  life  subscription,  and  which 
^  nbmriptioa  may  be  to  pnrehased,  under  deduction  of  any 
ttuil  pnineBts  that  the  member  may  have  previously  made, 
viththu  Unitatlon,  that  at  no  time  shall  a  member  have  the 
^<^«fitdeeming  the  annaal  payments  for  a  less  sum  than 
s3^  Thi  bye-law  ai  proposed  to  be  altered  was  as  follows : 
"  lilt  lU  tenant-fanners,  who  are  not  also  proprietors  of  land 
t»  IS  eitcot  exceeding  £600  per  annum,  and  all  secretaries 
ttdtresiararsof  load  agricoltaral  associations,  resident  agri- 
^Ltanl  fiMlon,  and  others,  whose  incomes  do  not  exceed 
•dOOpera&oam,  shall  pay  at  admission,  and  afterwards  an- 
tnillj,  in  advance,  the  sum  of  ten  shillings,  with  the  option 
ttd  power  of  redeemiiig  the  same  by  payment  of  fife  guineas, 
*  wi  piiehasB  of  a  life  sabseription,  and  which  life  subscrip- 
iios  may  be  so  potdaaaed,  onder  deduction  of  any  annual  pay- 
aati  that  the  member  may  have  previously  made,  with  this 
^tioQ,  that  at  no  time  shall  a  member  have  the  power  of 
IJwuuog  the  anttoai  paymento  for  a  leaa  sum  than  £3."  The 
«9«twu  to  define  and  explain  more  accurately  than  the  pre- 
KBt  bfC'law  did  the  persons  who  were  entitle  to  its  benefit, 
*H  in  NBs  lespeet  to  extend  the  operation  of  the  bye-law. 

Sit  Jucit  Oasdirsr  Baird  said  the  alteration  would 
^t  OS  thf  redaced  rate  gentlemen  who  were  in  no  wise 
noaceted  with  the  land.  He  woald  ask  if  it  was  advisable 
wBRBgiaererybody  as  members  of  an  agricultural  society 
nohad  BO  interest  in  agriculture  or  in  land  at  all.  He 
^m  whether  such  a  step  wonld  tend  to  the  advantage  of 
u|^  Sodety.  For  his  part  he  wonld  not  care  if  these  persons 
•^MrtowaeinatalL 

Jlr.  WuuK  said  he  did  not  think  that  Sir  James  Baird 
^qnite  aocoratcly  sUted  the  nature  of  the  case,  because  one 
Mthe o^eets— the  main  o^ect— of  the  proposed  change  of 
^^e-law  was  to  admit  at  a  reduced  rate  of  payment  aevertl 
fj'^o' people  to  whom  they,  as  agriculturists,  had  a  very 
«™»«e  lelatiou,  directly  and  indirectly.  These  were  the 
^Pwual  implement  makers,  to  whom  the  shows  of  ttie 
*^*<y  were  very  greatly  indebted,  breeders  of  poultry,  tradcs- 
JJ|*M  variooa  oUier  parties  who  were  either  directly  or  in- 
r^^  utercsted  in  ifpcultnre  and  agricultural  operations, 
'°]f^|°^g»«Mtance  this  society  required.  At  present  these 
Jr^.Mcaoie  they  had  not  a  certain  amount  of  knd,  were 
r°^ble,a&d  it  was  thought  it  would  be  desirable  if  the 
^^  was  extended  so  as  to  embrace  this  class, 
j/^jaw  a^NZivt  asked  if  it  would  not  be  possible  to  dc- 
J*^«o«  others  were  that  would  be  brought  under  the 

•P^J*  of  the  bye-law.     There  was  an  objection  to  admit 

rI*i*oiu  uidiseriminately  whose  income  fell  below  a  certain 

^"^^«  the  redoocd  rate.    This  was  a  thing  that  had  never 


been  done  with  any  society  for  the  cultivation  or  promotion 
of  art  or  science,  and  he  did  not  think  sufficient  reason  had 
been  shown  for  their  adopting  it.  In  special  cases,  no  doubt, 
there  were  special  reasons  for  doing  something  of  the  kind, 
but  these  cases,  in  his  opinion,  should  be  specified. 

Mr.  Wajidlaw  Rjlmsat  said,  after  hearing  the  explanation 
of  Mr.  VITalker,  he  felt  that  the  proposal  was  a  wise  one.  He, 
however,  wonld  like  if  a  limitation  was  made  as  to  the  per- 
sons to  be  eligible  under  the  proposed  bye-law. 

Mr.  DuNDAS  (Amiston)  said  that  the  directors  were  not 
altogether  unanimous  as  to  the  recommendation  that  they 
should  make,  and  it  was  clear  that  the  meeting  were  scarcely 
prepared  to  accept  the  alteration  without  farther  consideration. 
He  moved  that  the  su^ect  be  remitted  back  to  the  directors 
for  re-consideration. 

Professor  Rankimx  seconded  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Ord  (Moirhonselaw)  seconded  the  approval  of  the 
proposed  alteration,  believing  that  it  would  have  the  effect  of 
strengthening  the  Society. 

A  show  of  hands  was  then  taken,  when  the  amendment 
was  carried,  and  the  matter  was  accordingly  remitted. 

Mr.  ElifLOCH  (Gilmerton)  gave  in  a  report  of  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  Dumfries  show,  to  be  held  at  Dumfries  on  the 
26th,  27th,  28th,  and  29th  of  July.  The  following  Uble 
shows  the  entries  which  have  been  made  for  the  forthcoming 
show,  with  the  entries  at  the  show  in  1860,  for  comparison : 

1st  BNTRIKl. 

Dumfries,  1870.    Dumfries,  1860. 

Cattle 

Horses  

Sheep 

Swine 

Poultry         

Dairy  produce  

Implements 

5,465  2,398 

The  Srcritart  read  the  following  report  from  Dr.  Ander- 
son :  "  The  business  of  the  chemical  department  daring  the 
past  half-year  has  been  carried  on  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
The  nnmber  of  analyses,  though  not  quite  so  large  as  during 
the  corresponding  period  of  hut  year,  has  been  quite  up  tu 
the  average,  and  has  embraced  the  usual  variety  of  work. 
Although  the  state  of  my  health  has  not  enabled  me  to  en- 
gage in  actual  analytical  work,  eveir  analysis  has  passed 
through  my  hands,  and  I  have  been  able  to  express  my  opi- 
nion as  to  the  quality  of  the  manure  it  represented.  As 
regards  the  manures  examined,  the  point  which  most  especially 
menu  the  attention  of  the  fanner  is  the  general  inferiority  of 
the  Pemvian  guano  imported  during  the  present  season.  I 
have  already,  on  various  occasions,  pomted  out  that  during  the 
last  few  years  Peruvian  ga&DO  has  by  no  means  reached  the 
standard  which  it  formerly  had,  bat  that  the  ammonia,  which 
once  generally  exceeded  17  per  cent.,  has  latteriy  rarely  reached 
16  per  cent.,  and  has  often  been  not  more  than  15  or  15.5,  which 
at  present  prices  is  equal  to  a  diminution  in  value  of  about 
£1  per  ton.  During  the  present  season  much  Peruvian  guano 
has  been  imported  containing  from  6  to  as  much  as  10  per 
cent,  of  saud,  and  only  12  or  13  per  cent  of  ammonia.  Such 
samples  are  certainly  not  adulterated,  but  are  in  the  condition 
in  which  they  are  taken  from  the  deposit,  and  show  that  tlin 
excavators  have  come  upon  a  portion  which  is  of  a  lower 
qoality  than  that  with  which  we  were  formerly  supplied. 
However  this  may  be,  it  is  obvious  thht  the  fanner  should  at 
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the  preie&t  time  fficerriie  nnnraal  eautioii  in  the  parbhan  of  ' 
Peravian  guano,  eren  when  it  eomes  firom  tonreea  which,  I 
under  ordiuary  circumttaneei,  would  be  eonaidered  aboye 
anipicion.  The  deliberate  adulteration  of  Pemmn  gnano  ia 
not  frpqaent  at  the  pnaent  moment,  bat  several  cases  hare 
occarred  in  which  from  10  to  80  per  oent.  of  rfpsnm  hare 
been  need  for  that  jtnrpose.  A  gooa  deal  of  inferior  diatolted 
bones  hare  been  in  the  market,  made  either  from  bones 
which  have  been  boiled  for  the  eitraetion  of  gelatine,  or 
by  adding  a  considerable  quantity  of  bone -ash.  The 
nse  of  this  article  enables  the  mannfactnrer  to  ob- 
tain a  more  polvemlent  and  drier  product  than  ean 
be  prodaoed  withoat  it,  while  it  is  stUl  guaranteed  as  made 
entirely  from  bone  without  admixture  of  mineral  phosphates, 
althouKh  the  diminntion  in  the  ammonia  raatenaUy  afleots 
the  vfune.  Small  quantities  of  coprolites  and  other  cheap 
materials  are  alao  freqoently  used,  and  it  is  now  comparatiTely 
rare  to  find  dissolved  bones  made  solely  from  raw  bones  ana 
acid  as  those  sold  twelve  or  flfteea  yean  since  osnaUy  were. 
Of  course  there  is  abundance  of  excellent  dissolved  bonea  in 
the  market,  provided  the  farmer  uses  proper  precautions  in 
purchasing ;  and  it  will  generally  be  found  that  the  best  bar- 
nins  are  obtained  by  taking  the  higher-priced  articles.  The 
feeding  staffs  analysed  have  been  of  the  usual  kind,  and  have 
shown  the  usuhI  proportion  of  frood,  bad,  and  indiSerent 
samples.  Two  or  three  samples  of  adulteraTed  mpecakes  have 
occurred,  which  is  unusual,  the  low  price  of  that  substance 
making  it  dilBcult  to  And  a  substitute  for  it.  In  the  cases 
examined  the  material  was  a  heterogeneoos  mixture,  contain- 
ing a  little  linseed,  rape,  Indian  rape,  mustard,  and  a  quantity 
of  vegetable  debris  of  various  kinds,  so  disintegrated  that  it 
could  not  be  identified ;  and  the  beat  account  I  can  give  of  it 
is  that  it  might  be  the  eweepiaga  of  a  warehouse  floor.  It  is 
not  likely  that  adulteration  of  this  kind  can  be  carried  on  to  a 
very  large  extent ;  but  that  it  is  possible  ia  worthy  of  notice. 
The  field  experimenta  Mteading  over  a  rotation  are  still  in 
progress ;  and  the  plots  this  year  are  in  grass  for  hav.  Next 
year  will  complete  the  rotation,  when  it  ia  hoped  the  reaulfes 
may  prove  important  and  instruotiva.  In  oonolnsioA,  I  must 
express  my  most  sinoere  thanks  to  the  Society  for  the  indulge 


enoe  accorded  to  me  during  the  past  winter,  by  which  my 
heal  h  has  been  materially  iaprovea,  thovgb  not  as  rapidlv  as 
I  hoped  and  expected.    My  medical  advisers  think  that  I  am 


not  yet  in  a  condition  to  resume  active  work ;  but  I  trust  that 
at  no  distant  period  I  may  be  able  for  it.  Meanwhile,  I  have 
done  all  in  my  power  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  Sooie^, 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  they  have  not  sulfered  from  my  en- 
forced absence. 

Mr.  Harvxt,  Whittiughame,  drew  the  attention  of  tlie 
Society  to  the  desirableness  of  having  an  officer  resident  in 
Edinburgh  to  whom  the  members  could  apply  for  anyehemieal 
analyses  of  manures,  or  for  any  other  information  which  they 
might  require  in  connection  with  the  cultivation  of  their  lands. 
He  sujT^ted  that  the  directors  should  take  that  matter 
into  their  serious  consideration  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

Dr.  B^LrotTR  reported  that  the  two  prises  of  46  and  M 
annually  given  by  the  Society  to  the  students  in  the  agri- 
cntural  class  in  the  Edinburgh  University  who  pass  the  best 
and  second-best  examination  were  this  year  awarded  to  John 
M'DowslI,  Stewartiy  of  Kirkendbright,  and  Bobert  H'Craekan, 
Wjjrtownshire. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Oommittee  on  the  Forettiy  Depart- 
ment stated  that  on  a  report  by  the  Woods  and  forests  Com* 
mittee,  the  directors  had  resolved  to  institute  esamiuations  in 
the  Department  of  Forestry,  amd  to  grant  first  and  second  dasa 
certiflcattB  bearinc  the  arms  of  the  Society,  and  signed  by  the 
.president,  the  examiners,  and  the  leerstaiy  of  the  Society*  It 
IS  proposed  that  the  next  anmination  should  be  held  about 
November. 

Dr.  B4Lf0VB  mggeeted  that  in  regard  to  forest  appoint- 
ments in  India  a  memorial  should  be  sent  b/ the  Society  to  the 
Duke  of  ArgyU,  Secretary  of  Stats  for  Scotlaad,  in  the  follow- 
ing  terms  t 

<*The  Highland  and  Agricnltnml  Sooiety  of  Scotland  waa 
established  in  1784,  and  incorporated  by  Royal  Charters 
granted  in  1787. 1834-,  and  1866— the  latter'  charter  being  to 
prescribe  a  curriculum  for  agricultural  education  and  to 
grant  diplomas.  Tour  memorialisto  as  representing  th« 
nobility,  landed  proprietors,  and  all  who  ar^  interested  in  the 
n»ai»%ffment  of  landed  property  in  Scotland,  md   in   tho 


education  and  training  of  joiug  men  in  ereiy  hmich  of  flfU> 
tioal  knowledge  eonneotod  thotowith,  have  aeen  inth  satnlse- 
sion  that  the  Seeietary  of  State  for  India  baa  thiowa  open  to 
oompetitjoa  the  appomtment  of  forest  ofilean  in  India,  sad 
laid  down  a  general  oonrse  of  edneatian  to  be  fol- 
lowed bv  the  young  men  who  are  seleetsd.  losf 
memorialists,  however,  obeerve  that  it  is  made  obligstoiy 
that  the  selected  eandidatee  shonld,  after  the  preliBinsiy 
examination,  proosed  to  the  Osrman  or  Frenoh  forest  sohooU 
for  two  years  and  a  half  to  obtain  special  and  technical  win- 
cation,  on  which  they  are  to  be  further  examined  before  pro- 
eeediuff  to  India;  and  they  understand  that  thu  hu  besa 
deemed  expedient  in  conseqoenoe  of  the  absenm  of  say 
reeoguised  sjstcm  of  education  in  forestry  in  Britsin.  Then 
ean  be  no  doubt  that  an  inspeetion  of  aomo  of  the  mat  Coa- 
tinentsl  forests  may  be  advantaf^eonato  theeandidatei;  bit 
with  great  respect  your  memonalista  submit  that  for  Uis 
following  reasons  such  a  visit  of  inspection  is  mneeeissif : 
1st.  The  subjects  aUied  to  practical  forestry  specified  to  bt 
studied  abroad,  vii.,  laud  sunwying,  lerelling,  road-mskiBf, 
elemeata  of  agriculture,  boUny,  soology,  practical  mathf' 
matics,  &c..  can  bar  better  atndied  at  home.  Theyaie«S« 
ciently  taught  in  our  schoob  and  coUegea,  and  examiDatioai 
are  held  therein,  and  oartidcates  of  competence  moted  either 
by  them  or  by  this  society.  8nd.  Tlie  plan  of  sending  th« 
young  men  to  study  forestry  abroad  is  moat  inoonvenient  to 
parents,  removing  them  entirely  from  their  parental  control 
at  a  critical  age;  and  such  a  system  of  forestry  edocatioi 
would  be  liable  to  interruption  in  the  event  of  a  Continentil 
war.  Srd.  The  valuable  experience  of  those  in  BriUin  vho 
haye  formerly  lived  in  India,  both  as  to  Indian  forestry  aad 
botany,  and  in  the  management  of  the  natives,  will  be  bit  \a 
the  students,  as  will  also  the  experience  of  the  Forest  Oflcen 
themselves  who  return  herp  when  their  term  of  lerrioe  et- 
pirea.  4th.  However  proficient  the  students  may  be,  aither  Is 
Qerman  or  French,  it  is  improbable  that  they  will  be  able  to 
ac<|uire  the  technicalities  of  their  education  with  so  mm 
facility  as  they  would  do  in  their  native  tongue.  6th.  Bjr  par- 
suing  their  studies  in  this  country  the  candidatea  would  have  the 
opportunity  of  being  instructed  by  persons  skilled  in  tbt 

Kneral  land  laws  of  India,  which,  it  is  aubmitted,  would 
more  to  the  public  advantage  than  that  a  large  porfion  of 
time  ahould  be  devoted  to  the  study  of  the  Continental  lorttt 


Lawa.  6th.  The  knowledge,  experience,  and^  other  reqaiiita 
for  education  in  forestrr  already  exist  in  this  country.  The 
two  millions  of  acres  of  woodland  (of  which  125,000  belong 
to  the  State)  are  amply  safflcient  for  all  educational  porpoM, 
and  there  are  special  advantages  emoyed  in  Britain  whieb  an 
not  to  be  had  on  the  Continent.  Tin.  That  jf  oar  memorislitti 
have  for  more  than  sixty  years  directed  their  attention  voeor 
ally  to  advancement  of  practical  forestij  generally,  sud  narj 
given  great  encouragement  by  means  of  prixes  for  ^*^l^ 
reports  on  the  management  and  general  treatment  of  voodi 
and  plantations.  They  have  contributed  larnly  u  a  bodf 
and  by  their  members,  to  the  introduction  of  many  valubli 
forest  trees  suitable  to  the  climate  and  vrints  of  ths  coantiy. 
8th.  tour  memorialisU  have  also  recently  iustitnted  s  ytted 
of  examination  in  forestry,  and  grant  certificates  to  eandidttei 
of  merit  aa  exhibited  in  the  accompanying  syllabni.  «m« 
That  while  your  memorialists  oousider  the  organisation  of  I 
system  of  forestry  education  in  Great  ^n***"  "! 
matter  of  the  greatest  importance  for  tho  educatlon-cf  loreji 
offlctra  for  India,  they  deem  it  also  a  question  of  vsit  Impprtr 
ance  to  this  country,  as  well  as  her  tarious  eolomei.  I^ 
memorialists  would  therefore  propose  that  the  cMdidatii  nt 
all  Qovernment  Forest  Appointments  bo  allowed  to  aoqauj 
their  special  technical  education  without  any  rsstnotioa.  Ab« 
your  memorialists  will  ever  pray.  ^    ... 

(Signed)  "  TwMDPAU,  ftmittl 

**  Edinburgh,  1st  June,  1870.*' 

The  CfLAiMMAXt  thought  it  was  of  grant  importia«a,tM| 
candidatea  for  India  Forest  appointmenU  shoild  aoqaue  • 
knowledge  of  Hindostanee  and  Aiabi«,  in  order  that  Unf 
might  be  properly  understood  by  the  people  «BU»6*^*"*j} 
they  were  lowted.  It  was  also  neeessaiy  that  thqr  shooM 
learn  a  great  deal  more  in  rsgaid  to  the  natwe  of  the  peofj 
with  whom  they  had  to  do,  OBd  tho  implementf  generally  wm 
in  that  part  of  the  world.  The  BoTid  Hortiedtaial  SoosJ 
in  London  had  prtparsd  n  memorial  rtrr  «w  ^i'^.W 
effsftaathat  propoU  b^tho  Bifhlciii  M**^  •<  9«9^t 
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iaditwn  nteidad  if  ponble  Uitt  both notiont should  be 
tiltt  m  at  ths  ame  time.  The  pnpiae  time,  however,  would 
Mt  be  fixed  before  he  (the  Diike  of  Baoclraeh)  wes  able  to  go 
back  to  London,  and  to  meet  the  Conneil  on  that  rabjeet 

The  nemarial  waa  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  OOLOfi  (Wallhooie),  read  the  report  of  the  veterinaiy 
departneat,  which  ga?e  a  detailed  aooonnt  of  the  reaalts  of 
the  exftmiaation  for  the  Societf'B  yeterinary  diploma.  He  ahi 
reported  that  the  diiectora  haa  leeentb  under  their  eonsidera- 
tkn  a  letter  addzesaed  to  Profeaaor  Diok'a  Tmiteea  by  Pro- 
fanr  ^inSIiama,  anmatin^  that  there  ahoold  in  fotore  lie  two 
imnmations  tot  the  Sooety'a  veterinaij  diploma  erexy  year 
intead  of  one^namelj,  the  nsoal  examination  in  Apnl  and 
mother  about  Christmaa — aa  two  examinationa  in  the  year 
were  of  great  adTantage  to  many  of  the  atodenta  who  might 
be  r^eeted.  The  oropoaal  waa  nnanimonaly  agreed  to  by  the 
fioanl,  and  woold  oe  carried  oat  daring  the  praaent  year  if  a 
raSdeat  aomber  of  atodenta  (aaj  aix)  preaented  tfaetnaelvea. 

Mr.  QiLLOX  then  brought  under  their  notice  the  Charliei 
fTstem  of  hone^hoeing,  and  atated  that  the  reault  of  hia  visit 
so  Fuia  tot  the  porpoee  of  making  inqniriea  into  the  aulueet 
Tu  that  he  had  become  quite  converted  to  thia  method  of 
bene-iboeing.  People,  he  found,  who  had  tried  thia  ayatem 
ia  Pruce,  had  never  civen  it  up. 

Sir  Waldzgkavs  Xsslib  aaked  if  there  was  any  poaaibilitar 
of  leeiBg  horaea  ahoed  on  thia  principle  at  the  DamfrieaahowP 
It  waa  important  tliat  their  country  olackamilha  riiould  aee  for 
tiicmielTei  that  it  waa  not  neoeBaaiy  to  cut  away  the  irog. 
Tbe  faet  now  waa,  that  in  the  matter  of  ahoeing  thev  were 
iaitatiB;  the  hi^h  heels  of  the  ''  Girla  of  the  Period  "  and 
were  nruig  their  horses  high  heela  in  order  (to  give  them  a 
MTt  of  giaeefid  «  Giman  bend"  (laughter). 

Tbe  Bohle  Csaxbmam  amd  there  waa  no  diiRculty  in  getting 
Dj  Bomber  of  apecimeoa  aa  to  how  horaea  ought  to  be  ahod. 
ne  idea  of  shoeing  ^draught  horses  waa  to  get  the  greateat 
cBMBt  of  nou  and  the  highest  possible  heel.  It  wte  not  the 
hniBs  of  nafls  into  the  horses'  feet  that  catoed  injorr,  but  it 
wn^Btking  them  go  like  the  ladies  Ad,  and  to  Which  xtt« 
mthA  been  made^  with  the  ttnrong  mtuclei  brought  into 

1^  mbjeet  was  ralisrred  to  the  directors. 

Mr.Gi&iMr  mported  that  the  fbUowhiff  piMAinna  had  been 
nuitd.  for  papers  in  competitioii  Sluee  the  general  meeting  in 
murj: 

Tbe  mediam  gold  medal,  or  £5,  to  George  Bruce,  Veens- 
ptth,  Lerwick,  for  a  report  on  the  Improvement  of  Natural 
^kteve  without  "raiAge. 

The  aedina  gold  medal,  or  £6,  to  Charles  Patanon,  Cam- 
WBej  Oittage,  Aberfddy,  for  a  report  on  the  same  subject. 

The  silver  medal,  to  George  Carr,  Westhill  of  Park,  Dru- 
Boak,  Kioeaidineahire,  for  a  report  of  Improvement  on  the 
JirmofWestMflof  Park. 

The  nlvef  medal  to  C.  T.  Michie,  foreater,  CuUen  House. 
CaSen,  for  a  report  on  the  Mecta  of  the  Ihj  Season  1868 
OS  Trees  aadShruba. 

Mr.  KuxocH  (Gamerton)  moved  that  the  Soeiehr  petition 
nriumeat  against  the  tai  upon  the  use  of  guns  befnir  appli- 
ttbieto  persons  employed  in  protecting  crops  from  biros,  pro- 
vued  they  hold  written  authority  from  their  empbyers. 

Mr.  SooT-Sxaviir&  seconded  the  motion,  which  was 
•peed  to, 

A  vote  of  thsnka  havug  been  piMed  to  the  chair^  the 
■oetiBg  then  rose. 


LOCAL    TAXATION. 

i  aioner  took  pUuse  in  the  Pboltry  Xaiket  at  Taunton,  under 
OS  saa^  of  the  Central  Chamber  of  Agricultofe,  with 
Oa^Ndaiobgeetof  diseoMing  this  soUeet.  The  meeting, 
BovBver,  appeared  to  have  eidted  but  ttttle  intereat,  and,  aa 
*ulbeaeea,  not  a  ain^  Someraet  or  Dorset  ihrmer  apoke  to 
tbaqaeatioa. 

Sir  Massit  Loras,  M.P.,  who  was  in  the  ehair,  opened 
us  haaiaeaa  by  aaying  that  Mr.  Goschen,  the  Preildent 
cf  the  Poo^Iaw  Board,  told  ua  b«t  a  very  abort  time  ago 
a*t  aa  aBout  of  thirty  mfflioas  per  annuffl  waa  ratsed 
tf  hwal  taxation.  Ho  need  not  remind  them  that  amount 
w  ttcasdedtheintereitof  our  natioiial  debt ;  it  was  almost 
*ffl  to  th^aim  txpoidid  npott  our  army,  nivt,  cad 
""dNmoe^n^itwas  alaott  as  mwh  M  hUf  thf  i«o«ll 


that  wu  raised  tat  imperial  tazation  fbr  the  whole 
purposes  of  this  conntiy.  They  would  all  agree  with  him  that 
it  iras  a  queation  of  gieat  magnitude.  From  the  very  ftrat  iti 
promotefs  had  endeavoured  to  drag  it  out  of  the  range  of  party 
politica.  They  did  not  conaider  it  a  party  or  political  queatiott, 
or  a  question  which  affected  claaa  intereat ;  but,  on  tbe  con- 
trary, they  said  it  was  one  which  concerned  the  whole  nation 
and  toe  whole  community.  It  had  not  been  sgitated  only  pf 
recent  times.  He  might  say  that  for  the  last  twenty-ilve  or 
thirty  years  great  and  general  dissatisfaction  had 
Wn  felt  with  regard  to  the  injustice  of  raising 
what  was  called  loeal  tazation.  Since  the  year  1846, 
which  was  the  date  of  the  Common  Law  Repeal, 
this  question  had  been  oontinnally  cropping  up.  Prsvions  to 
that  time  the  landed  interest  had  at  all  events  some  compen- 
sation—some  privileges  in  compensation  he  might  say—for 
tiiat  lame  amount  of  rates  which  they  were  called  upon  to 
pay.  They  had  it  in  the  shape  of  erotective  duties.  £ut  he 
need  not  remind  them  that  those  pnvilegei  were  gone,  and  he 
was  bound  to  say  that  he  didn't  regret  it.  But  what  had 
raised  this  question  and  given  renewed  energy  and  activity  to 
it  of  recent  years  P  Why  it  was  the  enormoojuy  increased  and 
increaaing  amount,  not  only  of  their  old  chargea,  but  more 
than  that— it  waa  the  impoaition  of  new  charges.  And  more 
than  that,  he  said  it  waa  the  contemplated,  the  threatened 
addition  of  atOlfhrther  chargea  upon  one  deaeri^ion  of  pro- 
perty. Let  him  remind  them  that  theae  impoaitiona  were  not 
only  pending  and  threatening,  but  they  were  immediately  im- 
minest  upon  na  now.  Let  him  call  their  attention  to  the  edu- 
cation rate  that  waa  propoaed  to  be  put  upon  one  intereat,  ofie 
dseeription  of  property  alone.  That  additio&al  rate  of  8d.  in 
the  i  would  be  £126,000  a-year.  Next,  they  were  also 
threatened  with  a  turnpike-charge,  and  he  would  tell  them 
that  those  charges  were  oominsf  upon  them.  Thev  had  a 
Turnpike  Continuance  Act,  and  only  by  that  Act  this  year 
£200,000  Mf^f  ^■'vn  imposed  upon  the  real  property  of  this 
eonntey.  Well,  then,  he  said  they  were  not  crying  out  befotO 
they  wen  hurt,  but,  Uhe  chUdran  that  had  been  botnt, 
they  were  vaj  much  Afraid  that  they  should  b4 
scorched  a  great  deal  more.  Well,  what  did  thift 
eiMffmons  inerease  of  ratss  amount  to  P  During  the  last  thirty 
veaie  the  iaersaae  of  poor-rate  alone  upon  real  propertr  had 
been  70  per  oent.  Increase,  and  upon  the  county-rate  900  per 
cent.  But  to  take  a  shorter  period,  within  the  last  sii  years 
the  inersase  of  poor-rate  had  been  80  per  cent,  and  county-rate 
60  per  cent  The  hardship  was  this :  that  one-seventh  only  of 
the  aaauid  income  of  this  eonntiy  wu  paid  for  all  that  inereaae 
-Mme-thirdon^  of  that  property  which  waa  aaaeaaed  to  iocome- 
tax  waa  paying  for  what  he  aaidwere  national  responsibilities. 
Well,  then,  he  said  this  waa  a  atate  of  thinga  which  waa  per- 
foetly  uquitlilaUe  and  inlefenaible.  It  waa  absolutely  necea- 
aary  that  we  ahould  have  aome  reform  and  aome  reviaion  of 
thia  rating  aystem ;  and  nothing  but  a  radical  re-adjuatment 
of  it  would  aettle  it.  He  denied  i»  Mo  the  alle*ation  that  ff 
the  agrienlturiata  paid  more  than  their  ahare  of  local  taxatioh 
they  were  hivonred  by  imperial  t&iation.  Aa  to  the  proposal 
of  Mr.  Goeehen*s  Loeal  'Doation  Committee  (Limited)  to 
divide  the  rates  between  owner  and  occupier,  to  that  hO 
ezpreesed  decided  (Usapproval.  The  first  thing  to  be  done 
befbrs  bringing  Ihrward  a  remedy  for  the  grievance  was  to 
classify  the  rates,  to  see  what  were  really  local  and  whlil 
wme  really  national;  and  then  the  nest  thing  wu  to 
And  out  who  ought  to  pay  tiiem.  He  laid  it  down  aa 
aa  unalterable  maxim  that  every  man  in  proportion  to  thd 
security  of  his  property  which  he  received,  and  in  proportioh 
to  the  security  of  his  person  which  he  received,  was  bonod 
equally  to  contribute  towards  those  national  charges  which 
made  his  person  and  hia  property  secure,  according  to  the 
meana  and  the  ability  which  God  Almighty  had  given  him. 

Bir  Lawrsncb  PALt  proposed  the  firat  rmolntion :— **  Thftt 
thia  meeting  proteats  againat  the  present  uigust  exemption  Of  in- 
come derived  from  personal  property  from  contributinir  towards 
the  various  ol^ects  for  which  funds  are  now  raised  by  local 
rates,  and  is  strongly  of  opinion  that  this  grievance  affei^ 
owners  and  occupiers  of  house  property  in  towns  quit^  fs 
much  as  the  hmoed  int«ffest,  ana  therefore  that  both  descrip- 
tions of  propoiy  are  equally  interested  in  the  removal  of  this 
anomaly.**  -.     • . 

Mr.  PiTHu  SeeretaxT  of  tiie  Swiadon  Chamber  of  ifriqul- 
tare,  seoonded  the  resoIttioB,  wjuph  was  carried. 
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Major  Allks,  M.P.,  proposed  •*  That  the  propoeaU  to  in- 
elude  within  the  rating  area  certain  chuaes  of  real  oroperty 
hitherto  exempt,  and  to  divide  the  payment  of  rates  oetwven 
owners  and  oecnpiers,  do  not  afford  any  remedy  for  the  griev- 
ance comjdained  of  in  the  unequal  incidence  of  local  taxation ; 
and  that  no  settlement  of  the  question  can  be  accepted  as 
final  or  satisfactory  which  is  not  i)receded  by  a  thorough  in- 
quiry to  determine  whether  the  objects  now  locally  provided 
for  are  of  local  or  national  obligation." 

Mr.  DucxHAM,  from  Herefordshire,  seconded ;  and  Mr. 
Clajlke,  the  Secretary  of  the  Central  Chamber,  "  sup- 
ported "  this  resolution,  which  was  carried. 

Mr.  Qobjb-Lanoton,  M.P.,  proposed  "That,unta  the  ques- 
tion of  local  taxation  reform  has  been  satisfactorily  dealt  with, 
this  meeting  pledges  itself  to  oppose  most  strenuously  the  im- 
position of  any  fresh  rates  on  the  present  uijust  basis  for 
each  purposes  as  national  elementary  education,  expenses  of 
elections,  turnpike-roads,  &o." 

Mr.  HoLLET,  of  the  Devon  and  Cornwall  Chamber, 
seconded,  and  Professor  Wughtson,  of  the  Cirencester 
Chamber,  **  supported  "  Uiis  resolution,  which  was  carried. 


YORK  CHAMBER  OP  AGRICULTURE. 

The  members  of  the  York  branch  of  the  North  fiiding 
Chamber  of  Agriculture  held  a  meeting  at  the  Queen  Hotel, 
Micklente,  Mr.  Kilby  (Appleton  Boebuck)  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  J.  SouLBT  proposed,  "  That  this  meetins  is  of  opinion 
that  the  licenoe  to  carry  a  gun  should  not  apply  to  ffuns  car- 
ried upon  lands  in  the  occupation  of  the  owner  of  the  guo, 
and  decides  to  petition  in  favour  of  Mr.  Eead's  amendment  to 
that  effect.** 

Mr.  DuFnTT  (Whitwell)  seconded  the  motion,  wldob  was 
adopted  unanimously. 

Mr.  Fbxsb  (Harton)  moved,  **  That  this  Chamber  is  of 
opinion  that  the  abolition  of  the  foot  hawkers'  licence  would 
be  a  great  encourasmment  to  vagrancy  and  of  pretending  to  be 
hawkers,  and  would  approve  of  the  reduction  of  the  licence  but 
not  of  its  total  abolition. 

Mr.  CuNDALL  (Askham)  seconded  the  resolution,  upon  which 

Mr.  CuiCDALL  (Acaster)  moved  an  amendment  to  the  effect 
that  the  foot  hawkers*  licences  remain  as  at  present,  and  that 
no  alteration  be  made  in  them. 

This  amendment,  on  being  submitted  to  the  meeting,  wait 
adopted  by  a  considerable  majority. 

Mr.  CU3VDALL  (Acaster)  proposed  that,  in  Uie  opinion  of 
the  Chamber,  the  game-laws  ought  to  be  entirely  abolished. 
They  were  rotten  to  the  very  core,  and  notliing  short  of  total 
abolition  would  meet  the  necessities  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Walxer  (Hay-a-Park,  Knaresborongh)  seconded  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  DurriTT  proposed  as  an  amendment,  "  That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  meeting  that  the  provisions  of  the  Qovernment 
Game  Bill  are  objectionable,  and  of  no  value  to  the  tenant- 
farmers  ;  and  it  considers  that  hares  and  rabbits  should  be 
omitted  from  the  game  list  altogether ;  also,  that  a  petition 
should  be  preseutM  to  Parliament  in  accordance  with  this 


Mr.  CuNDALL  (Askham)  seconded  the  proposition,  and  it 
was  carried  by  a  migority  of  10  against  4. 

Mr.  CuNDALL  (Acaster)  movM,  "  That  this  Chamber  re- 
gards the  proposed  regulations  as  to  the  allowing  farmers  to 
sprout  barley,  without  drying  or  malting  it,  as  totally  useless 
to  them,  and  would,  therefore,  urge  the  desirability  of  the 
total  abolition  of  tlie  malt-tax.*' 

Mr.  IfEABBT  seconded  the  resolution,  which  was  agreed  to. 


ESSEX   CHAMBER   OP   AGRICULTURE. 

Subioined  is  a  summary  of  the  proceeding  at  the  meeting, 
as  hela  at  Chelmsford,  Colonel  Brise,  M.P.,  in  the  chair. 

The  subject  of  the  Game-laws  was  introduced  at  the  last 
meeting  b;^  Mr.  W.  Brown  (Braintree),  who  now  proposed 
tlie  fbllowing  resolutions: 
'  1.  That  the  landhird  and  tenant  should  have  equal  right  of 

rting  over  the  lands  that  are  let  by  one  party  and  hired  by 
other. 
•  S.  That  all  game  upon  enclosed  Unds  shall  be  the  property 
-*  occupiers  of  such  lands* 


8.  That  in  lieu  of  the  present  Game-laws,  a  stringent  law  of 
trespass  should  be  uiforoed  against  all  unauthorised  persons. 

Mr.  Powell  (Coaa^oshall),  proposed  the  following  amend- 
ment : 

"That  the  Game-laws  be  abolished  altogether;  that  the 
law  of  trespass  be  made  more  stringent ;  and  that  ^  gsme 
be  considered  the  property  of  the  ooenpier  of  the  land  on 
which  it  is.'* 

This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Holtok  (Bures). 

Mr.  Brown  withdrew  his  original  resolution  in  avour  of 
the  amendment,  which  on  being  put  was  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Gardiner  (Borley,  Sudbury),  then  read  a  paper 
upon  "  Tenant-Right,  not  Landlords*  wrong,"  moving  the  foi- 
lowing  resolution : 

*<  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Chamber  it  is  highly  desirable 
that  a  simply  defined  law  of  tenant-right  should  be  passed  by 
the  LegisUture  for  securbg  to  the  tenant  compenaaUon  for 
unexhausted  improvements  on  his  holding." 

Mr.  JfoSTER  (Great  Totham)  seconded  this  resoluUon,  which 
was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

Mr.  J.  Smith  (Saling)  called  attention  to  the  present  con- 
sUtution  of  the  Central  Chamber  of  Agriculture,  and  moved 
a  resolution :  ,     . 

**  That  the  Central  Chamber  should  consist  only  of  repre- 
sentatives sent  by  local  chambers  in  the  ratio  of  the  number 
of  their  members,  and  the  amount  of  auhsoription  sent  by 
them  to  the  Central  Chamber.**  ,  ,  . . 

Mr.  James  Youngman  (Woodliam  Ferris)  seconded  this 
resolution,  which  was  carried  unanimously. 

THE  ROYAL  AGRICULTURAL  BENEVO- 
LENT INSTITUTION. 

The  annual  general  meeting  was  held  at  Willis*  Booms,  to 
receive  the  annual  report  of  the  CouncU  for  the  year  ended  ob 
the  31st  December,  1869,  and  for  the  election  of  oflioeis  ud 
pensioners.    Mr.  Mechi  in  the  chair. 

The  report  having  been  read  and  adopted,  the  CouocU  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  pensioners.  The  following  is  the  lut 
of  the  successful  candidates : 


MALI  rBVBIOirSBS  AT  £26  rSB  ASVVM  XAOX. 

Votes 


Gnmey,  Joah.  Bandall 
Johnson,  Robert  .. 
Uewett,  Thomas .. 
PairisLGeorge     .. 
Keer,  William 


810 


866 

266 


Votes. 


Horley,  Henry 

Paine,  William    J^? 

Attwater,  Willlani     ...  2^ 

Parsons,  Aaron    ** 

Dangerfleld,  Thomas ...  Ml 


XAUBISn  raVBIOVIBS  AT  £U>  PSB  AirVUlC  BACK. 


Wm.  and  SuahLegg 
J.  and  M.  Boammell  ... 
Jamcd  and  Kliz.  Lane.. 


363 
312 
305 


VaiCALX  PBVSIOVBBS  AT 


Pank,  Mary  Ann .. 

Curtia,  Ann 

Jewhurst,  Sarah 

Bromhead,  Blizabeth... 

Kirkby,  Jeoaica 

Lookyer,  Mary     

Pever,  Prances    

Peacock,  Catherine    ... 
Kniveton,  Mary  Ann ... 

Ray,  Hannah  T 

Simson,  Mary  Anne 


667 
640 
619 
601 
463 
416 
888 
327 
328 
818 
296 


E7and"B.A.'Batein«n..  fjl 
J.  and  M.  Pamphilon...  »« 

620  PBB  A^rjruii  bach. 

Sadler,  Susanna jw 

Nowlson,  Harriet      ...   »J 
Rope.  EUxabeth  Ann,..  Jg 

Taylor,  Ann *'* 

AttriU,  Klhsabeth... 
Poanett,  Bliaabeth 
Underwood,  Sarah 


Hart,  Mary 
Marshlain,r 


;BlisabethH. 

Paine,  Harriet     


274 
253 
22ti 

216 


THB  VOLLOWXVa  OBPHAV  CHILDXBV  WBBB  AMO  ADinT«»' 


Wmiam  Steane. 
Chxiatopher  Cotching. 
Johnlnokle. 
John  Bull. 


Hany  Ejiight. 
John  Bartham  Turner. 
Arthur  Wood. 
Majry  Phomton. 


SALE  OF  MB.  W.  TIPPLER'S  SflORTHOBJ;S.-Th« 
herd  waasold  at  BoBweU, on  June  7th,  by  Mr.  John  IJwwtoD. 

Amongst  the  chief  prices  for  cows  and  heifers  were  ^^^ 
mTw.  H.  Walker,  Shenfield.  25  gs.;  Gay  }f»*  ^^ 
Magnus,  87  gs. ;  Charmer,  Mr.  J.  Christy,  26  Pj- ;  »^ 
Bradford,  Mr.  A.  Durrant,  26  gs.;  B»»m.  ^mob  M«gn  / 
4A  gs. ;  Gertrude,  Mr.  J.  Pybus.  31  gs. ;  Bessy  Bell^^J 

28  gs.    For  bolls,  Duke,  Mr.  Wenden,  39  P*i]f^  V, 
Mr.  Howard, 36  n.;  General,  Baron  Magnus,  SSgs. 
average  was  very  low. 
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The  aowing  of  tornips  mnit  be  finished  early  in  this 
mo&tfa,  ia  which  the  crop  is  thou^t  to  be  leas  exposed 
to  mildew  than  in  Jane,  and  that  the  fly  is  not  so  preva- 
lent S3  in  last  month.  This  later  season  is  used  in  the 
estem  coonties.     Sow  the  tornips  as  directed  last  month. 

Horse  and  hand-hoe  potatoes,  beet,  and  the  earliest- 
»wn  swedes,  and  repeat  the  nrocesses  till  no  weeds 
ippear.  For  general  use,  the  best  drill  scnffler  is  the 
miniatare  plough  of  wood  or  iron,  drawn  by  one  horse,  as 
tlie  nanow-pointed  share  pierces  the  hard  bottom  of  stiff 
6oib,  which  deny  the  same  depth  to  the  conlters  of  the 
doek-fbot)  and  to  the  knives  of  the  winged  scufilers. 
This  superiority  is  very  beneficial  on  any  green-crop 
laods,  but  chiefly  on  the  stiff  soils  that  produce  potatoes, 
beet,  and  cabbages,  which  are  strong  growing-plants,  and 
Rqnire  a  deep  working,  to  encourage  the  growth.  A 
farrow  being  deeply  ploughed  away  from  the  sides  of  the 
ridgilet,  the  earth  and  the  weeds  are  placed  in  a  comb  in 
the  hollow,  and  present  a  fine  operation  to  the  light 
Koffler  of  a  front  coulter  and  posterior  expanding  wings, 
with  knives,  which  follows  the  first  performance  of  the 
Buniatnre  jdough,  that  precedes  the  first  operation  of  the 
haad-hoe.  The  light  scuffling  may  be  twice  done,  and 
after  s  time  be  followed  by  a  second  ploughing,  and  suc- 
ceeded by  sending  till  no  weeds  appear,  and  the  second 
hsad-hoong  having  been  performed.  The  destruction  of 
weeds  with  the  fallowing  and  pulverization  of  the  soil  of 
the  intervals  of  the  ridglets  in  green-crop  farming,  forms  a 
chief  feature  of  cultivation,  and  exhibits  a  very  marked 

dstiietion  between  negleet  and  an  approach  to  perfection. 

The  ploughing  and  scarifying  of  the  intervals  in  the 

dfiest  weather  raises  exhalations  that  are  imbibed  by  the 
Jearo  of  the  young  plants  with  much  benefit.  Two 
pJott^hings  may  be  sufficient,  with  scofflings  that  appear 
aeoeisary,  to  destroy  the  weeds  and  move  the  furrow  from 
the  plough,  the  last  application  depending  on  the  former. 

The  number  of  conlters  in  any  drill-scuffler,  whether 
wholly  dock-footed  or  in  the  form  of  a  single  share,  pre- 
vents the  implements  from  piercing  the  soil,  and  carries 
it  fightly  over  the  surface ;  while  in  wet  climates,  and  on 
damp  moist  lands  that  grow  an  abnndance  of  weeds,  the 
dose  position  of  the  eoolters  collects  and  holds  an  aggre- 
gation of  earth  and  weeds  that  cling  to  the  implement, 
and  is  earned  along  by  it  with  much  inconvenience,  and 
oiten  with  a  total  obstruction.  In  such  cases  of  soils 
and  weeds,  the  koives  or  expanding  wings  are  not  free 
from  incumbrance  in  carrying  along  the  collections  of  earth 
and  weeda,  and  require  a  corved  backward  shape  of  the 
knives.  The  mtniatore  ploogh,  vrith  a  narrow-pointed 
share,  with  one  wing  or  feather,  will  penetrate  to  any 
depth ;  and  by  laying  aside  the  coolter  when  necessary,  the 
earth  and  weeds  are  made  to  slip  along  the  mould-board, 
and  discharged  without  inconvenience. 

Two  miniatare  ploughs  of  wood,  placed  apart  at  the 
distance  of  the  width  of  a  drill,  in  26  to  80  inches,  and 
fastened  in  this  position  by  slantbars,  placed  over  the 
beams,  form  a  very  effective  drill  scnffler,  whieh  is  of  an 
eai^  oonstmetion,  simple,  and  cheap.  The  implement  is 
drawn  by  two  horses  walking  abreast,  in  a  distance  apart 
of  an  intervening  drill,  from  the  sides  of  which  each 
ploogh  lays  a  farrow  into  the  interval  on  the  right  and 
left,  thus  finishing  an  interval  of  ground  at  each  move- 
ment in  the  length  of  the  field.  The  work  is  very  effec- 
tually dose;  but  the  objection  still  remains  that  two 
points  of  shares  are  not  so  conveniently  commanded  as 
ooe  in  the  necessary  alterations  of  depth  and  vridth  ;  and 
in  the  case  of  the  under  soil  of  the  stiffest  green-crop 
Jaodi^  the  single  share  will  be  found  the  most  effective 


in  piercing  the  soil,  uprooting  the  weeds,  and  in  affording 
earth,  to  be  wrought  and  pulverized  into  a  recipient  of 
moisture  and  caloric,  that  is  favourable  to  the  equable 
distribution  of  those  most  essential  agents  of  every 
organized  iife.  The  single  plough  moves  twice  in  an  in- 
interval,  and  may  seem  to  consume  time;  but  true 
economy  consists,  not  in  getting  things  cheaply  done, 
but  in  getting  them  well  done,  a  point  not  often  con- 
sidered, and  sudom  practised. 

Clay  fallows  will  receive  the  third  earth  of  ploughing, 
harrowing,  and  rolling  during  this  month;  the  softer 
clays  will  be  pulverized,  to  permit  the  removal  of  weeds 
and  stones,  which  the  more  waxy  marine  formations  of 
that  body  wiU  best  bear  an  open  exposure  of  the  plough-  • 
furrow,  to  be  baked  by  the  sun,  and  fiill  into  pieces  from 
the  rains  and  lengthening  nights  of  the  two  following 
months.  The  dung  and  lime  may  be  got  ready  that  is 
intended  to  be  applied. 

Clovers  and  vetches  will  be  abundant,  and  form  the 
green  food  of  the  farm.  Cat  the  herbage  in  a  daily  freah- 
ness  for  work-horses,  milch  cows,  and  swine,  all  which 
must  have  an  ample  supply  of  litter,  in  short-cut  straws, 
in  level  yards  and  comfortable  shelter  sheds.  The  cows 
to  go  over-night  into  the  shed  and  yard,  and  aid  much  in 
the  production  of  manure ;  the  pasture-field  being  in  the 
nearest  proximity  to  the  farmery,  for  the  purpose  of  an 
easy  passage  to  and  from  the  yard.  In  making  manure 
moisture  is  an  essential  element,  and  must  be  provided  by 
increasing  the  urinary  liquids  from  animals  by  the  use  of 
green  food.  This  point  forms  a  very  large  consideration 
in  the  arrangement  of  animals  and  crops. 

Continue  the  folding  of  store  sheep,  both  on  arable  and 
grass  lands.  It  forms  a  most  valuable  application  in  all 
inland  situations  of  uplands  for  the  growth  of  turnips  and 
rape.  In  situations  of  the  maggot  fiy  depositing  the 
larvae  on  the  animals,  apply  over  the  body  the  contents 
of  the  dredging  box,  as  has  been  mentioned,  and  dress 
clean  the  posterior  parts  of  the  animals  from  the  adhesions 
of  excrements.  Wean  the  latest  lambs,  and  place  them 
on  the  best  pastures.  Put  mares  to  the  stallion  regularly. 
The  cattle  in  the  fields  must  have  a  full  supply  of  water, 
with  shelter  shed  from  heats  and  rains ;  fences  without 
any  gaps,  and  gates  in  an  order  of  being  easily  opened 
and  conveniently  shut,  both  for  convenience  and  serving 
as  a  fence.  These  points  and  all  minute  applications  raise 
the  art  into  repute,  and  exhibit  the  artist  as  a  professional 
character.  Anything  that  is  worth  doing  at  aU,  is  worth 
doing  well. 

The  hay  harvest  will  be  concluded  during  this  month. 
Make  dry,  and  carry  the  herbage  quickly  into  oblong 
stacks ;  lay  it  lightly  together,  and  allow  it  to  settle  down 
by  its  own  weight,  rather  than  tread  it  firmly  together  by 
the  pressure  of  treading.  Pull  nothing  from  the  stacks 
till  well  settled ;  then  dress  it  into  any  form,  and  thatch 
it  without  dday.  For  the  purpose  of  getting  up  hay  to  a 
high  stack  when  being  built,  use  a  scaffold,  raised  on  four 
upright  posts,  resting  below  on  a  four-wheeled  plat- 
form, and  elevate  or  depress  the  scaffold  to  any  height 
that  may  be  required,  by  means  of  pulleys,  and  lay  some 
loose  straw  on  the  top  tUl  thatched.  A  water-proof  tar- 
paulin doth  will  defend  the  stack  from  rain  during  the 
building,  and  must  be  removed  early  in  the  mornings,  to 
let  the  sweating  of  the  grass  escape.  In  showery  weather 
a  light  cloth  may  be  suspended  over  it,  by  means  of  a 
rope  passing  the  length  of  the  stack,  and  attached  at  each 
end  to  an  upright  pole. 

The  site  of  hay-stacks  will  get  a  fixed  position  in  the 
disposition  of  rick-vards  of  grain  in  rows,  covered  by  a 
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roofing  of  line  or  oormgated  ij^>]^  ro^tiag  on  ^  _  ^ 
pillars  of  cast  metal.  This  ammgiBment  saves  the  whole 
expense  of  thatching,  and  the  risk  of  damage  from  rains 
that  £sn  previous  to  the  thatching  of  the  riets,  which 
often  happens  in  wet  climates.  The  roofs  will  he  formed 
in  moveable  pieces,  that  are  fixed  hy  screws  to  the  plat- 
form that  rests  on  the  upright  pillars,  and  removed  during 
the  building  of  the  hay-riek,  to  prevent  any  inconvenience 
firom  impeding  the  harvest  work,  and  immediately  fixed 
in  position  when  the  building  is  finished.  The  tarpaulin 
cloth  that .  has  been  mentioned  will  defend  the  stack 
during  the  building,  if  rains  occur.  It  is  most  serviceable 
to.  make  hay  as  green  and  juicnr  as  possible,  and  for  this 
end  small  quantities  of  the  herbage  must  be  placed 
together  in  daily  or  very  frequent  additions,  to  allow  the 
perspiration  to  be  gentle,  and  easily  and  quickly  evapo- 
rated. A  fixed  roof  over  the  stack  will  most  powerfiilly 
lead  to  this  end,  end  relieves  all  anxiety  with  respect  to 
any  damage  being  sustained  from  rains.  The  formation 
of  rick-yards,  arranged  and  covered  as  has  been  men- 
tioned, cazmot  be  much  longer  delayed,  employing  in 
addition  to  roofs  of  iron,  the  use  of  railways  to  convey 


the  grain  to.  the  ham,  the  use  of  ateam  to  thrash  the 
grain,  to  cut  liay  and  iftraw  into  short  lengths  for  pro- 
vender and  litter,  and  to  convey  the  ktter  on  a  travelling 
carrier  resting  on  triangular  legs  to  the  cattle  yards  and 
other  places,  as  required.  This  combination  uses  the 
steam  and  the  rail — the  mightiest  powers  yet  given  to 
man,  and,  along  with  Eree-trade  fen  pastantj,  will  over- 
throw the  whole  moral  and  social  world.  This  truth  is 
not  a  glow-worm,  shining  only  in  the  dark,  nor  as  a  fire- 
fly, that  shines  only  when  it  flies,  and  stagnates  when  it 
stops ;  nor  is  it  a  "  Scientise  media"  that  may  rise  ahoTe 
conjecture,  but  falls  below  certainty — all  and  every  cer- 
tainty bears  indisputable  evidence  to  the  power  of  these 
agents. 

The  grain  harvest  will  commence  this  month  in  eariy 
localities.  Early  peas,  barley,  and  rye  will  be  first  cat. 
Peas  are  ripped  fix>m  the  earth  by  hand-sickle,  placed  in 
rows  of  bundles,  that  are  frequently  tnmed  over  till  dry 
— but  not  too  dry,  which  opens  the  pods.  Bye  and 
barley  are  tied  into  sheaves,  placed  in  shocks,  and  carried 
when  dry  into  ricks  or  bams,  of  which  the  stands  moit 
be  ready,  and  the  floors  cleared  out. 


CALENDAR    01    GAEDENING. 


KiTCHVN  GaEOEN* 

In  the  early  days  sow  peas  again,  any  short  kinds,  the 
crop  "  may "  be  fine,  and  therefore  acceptable  in  Sep- 
tember. Sow  early  the  last  crop  of  scarlet  mnners  and 
French  beans,  and  kidney  beans,  twice  in  the  month, 
endive  in  the  same  way.  Sow  turnips  and  turnip-radish 
for  succession.  Sow  some  rows  of  cos  lettuce,  white  and 
red  turnip  varieties,  radish,  carrots,  and  salading  as 
required.  Sow  all  onions  for  drawing  young,  and  in 
poorish  land  a  few  large  bulbs  to  stand  the  winter, 
and  subsequently  transplant  for  an  autumn  crop. 

After  the  second  week  sow  cabbage  seed  for  cole- 
worts,  called  "  greens,"  one  of  the  sweetest  of  spring 
vegetables.  In  the  end  of  the  month  sow  spring  cabbage 
for  early  hearting  in  some  situations. 

Early  in  the  month  sow  round -leaved  spinach,  and  the 
winter  x)t  prickly  sort ;  at  the  close  of  the  month  sow  a 
full  crop  of  turnips  at  different  times,  white,  half-hardy, 
and  ydlow  sorts,  to  come  in  early,  and  also  stand  over 
winter. 

Transplant  borecole  at  various  periods  for  early  and 
later  spnng  supply,  choosing,  if  possible,  a  moist  state  of 
soil ;  otherwise,  if  the  weather  be  dry,  every  hole  must 
be  filled  with  water.  If  the  ground  be  rich  in  nitro- 
genous manure,  some  soot  mixed  up  with  spit  dung 
would  be  useful,  as  it  contains  salts  of  ammonia.  May- 
sown  cauliflower  may  be  treated  in  the  same  manner. 

Transplant  celery  for  the  last  crop ;  the  former  plant- 
ings are  to  be  carefuUy  earthed  up,  and  in  closing  this 
for  the  first  and  second  times  hold  each  plant  compactly 
with  one  hand,  while  the  other  applies  fine  earth  close 
around  the  lower  part  of  the  leaves,  but  not  so  high  as 
the  growing  hearts.  Give  water  copiously  along  the 
trenches  if  the  weather  be  dry,  for  the  first  good  start  is 
most  important. 

Transplant  leeks;  dig  and  manure  richly  a  plot  for 
a  row  or  two,  and  try  with  the  dung  2  02.  of  sulphate 
of  ammonia  to  the  small  barrow.  Very  fine  guano  to 
the  extent  of  a  pint  to  the  same  bulk  would  confer 
phosphates  of  ammonia  and  of  lime,  several  ammoniacal 
and  nitrogenous  compounds,  common  ssit  and  neutral 
sulphate  to  the  soils.  It  is  the  comprehensiveness  of 
nure  guano  which  stamps  its  value,  and  therefore  may 
oe  always  recommended  to  be  mixed  with  manure  as  a 


restorative  to  an  exhaested  soil  after  reiaiog  crops  of 
strong  vegetables*  In  planting  leeka,  make  deep  case- 
like  holes  and  drop  them  in,  applying  water  in  a  small 
stream,  so  as  to  fix  the  roots  of  each. 

Transplant  vegetable-marrowa  and  oncombers,  plants 
already  raised  in  heat.  Dig  a  hole  for  eech  in  a  wann 
open  spot  of  ground,  put  in  a  barrow  or  more  of  leafy 
rich  manure  and  cover  it  with  some  rich  li^t  soil; 
water,  and  cover  with  hand  glaases  till  growth  be  estab- 
lished, and  then  gradually  train  out  the  runners,  stop  the 
points  occasionally  to  obtain  laterals. 

Propagate  herbs  by  slips — collect  camomile  flowers. 

The  following,  operations  are  required  at  all  seaaoos 
while  crops  are  growing.  Stick  peas,  top  them,  slso 
broad  and  kidney  beans ;  earth  up  legnmens  and  potatoes. 
Peas  require  sticks  feathered  with  braiuahes  of  a  mode- 
rate length,  with  a  height  at  about  four  feet  in  a  row  oa 
each  side  of  the  row  of  peas,  and  inclined  to  a  top  onf 
rising  tendrils.  Double  rows  of  peas  are  now  abandonea, 
the  ti^knesa  of  the  foliage  excluding  the  neeesaaiy  cur- 
rent of  air.  Ph»e  fireah  soil  on  the  aides  of  the  rows  of 
potatoes  without  covering  the  haulm,  with  the  stem  op- 
right  in  a  position  of  growth.  Train  and  peg  down  uie 
nJsnlar  advanoinff  shoots  of  vegetable  marrows,  goordi, 
and  cucumbers :  hoe  and  move  the  sur&oe  among  crops  i 
supply  guano-water  to  cabbage  plants,  and  to  all  plants 
generally  with  broad  succulent  leaves  and  jni^  Btemi. 
Any  weak  pknts  are  much  forwarded  by  this  apj^catioa. 
Fkuit  Dkpabtxbnt.  , 

Attend  to  the  budding  of  wall  fruit— it  will  succeed 
if  done  adroitly.  The  art  is  best  learned  by  watchmg 
the  mode  practised  by  some  jobbing  gardener  or  worx- 
man,  of  which  some  are  found  in  every  country  pi*** 
It  u  best  performed  when  the  bark  rises  freely,  owing  to 
the  exudation  of  proper  juice  between  the  new  wood  ana 
the  bark— if  the  operation  be  timely  and  skilfuUy  in- 
formed, the  fluids  attract  each  other,  soUdify,  and  cause 
an  union  between  the  two  secreting  surfaces.         ,  ^  _, 

Remove  all  wild,  ill-plaeed,  and  superfluous  wood  trm 
plum  and  cherry  trees ;  apple  and  pear  trees  may  remwi 
untouched  till  August. 

Flowkr  Gabosn.  . . 

Take  up  bulbs  and  dry  them,  and  pipe  andls|^pio» 
and  carnations.     Propagate  geraniums  by  catbogi 
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MBii  or  kaff  mould :  plunging  the  pots  in  »  gentle  hotbed 
th^  KQQ  root,  and  may  be  transferred  to  Urger  pots  of 
•  ncbcr  soil,  as  loanyiand  and  decayed  dung  of  animals. 
Gauo  is  eitoUed  as  a  highly  valoable  stimulant,  but  may 
be  sparingly  applied  to  flowering  plants. 

Lsjer  atrawbemes  at  the  first  joints  into  small  pots  of 
free  kaa—they  will  root  speedily  in  moist  weather^  or  if 
watered  when  dry. 

The  same  remark  applies  to  roses  as  in.the  budding  of 
fruit  trees.  The  art  is  learned  by  observing  that  both 
the  stock  and  the  scion  be  in  a  moist  condition,  one  in 
n^h  the  bark  detaches  freely  from  the  wood.  Success 
depends  upon  attraction  between  the  vit^  organizable 
juey  membranes  which  exudes,  or  is  deposited  between 
tkyearliog  wood  and  inner  bark. 

Zttp  all  parterres,  flower  borders,  shrubberies,  lawns, 
lad  walks  in  neat  order,  free  from  weeds,  and  duly  r^pi- 


Fndt  trees  on  the  standards,  sinjrly  or  in  clumps,  may 
be  fsTonred  by  the  land  being  trenched  for  some  months 
beforehand,  or  for  a  year,  as  may  be  recommended. 
Single  trees  may  have  a  hole  of  eight  feet  in  diameter 
dag  and  filled  at  different  times  with  rich  earths,  short 
dittg  and  water,  and  dried  into  an  eurthy  consiBtence 


before  the  tree  is  planted  over  it.  This  preparation  will 
stimulate  the  growth  of  the  plant  for  some  years,  even 
the  tree  that  is  infirted  in  the  upper  soil  by  the  turf 
being  raised  by  the  spade ;  but  experience  has  shown  that 
the  trenching  of  lands  for  general  plantations  is  only 
nsefU  for  a  few  years,  and  does  not  repay  the  expense, 
and  the  small  round  pits  present  a  firm  wall  round  the 
sides  of  it  to  be  penetrated  by  the  roots  from  the  moved 
earth  of  digging.  But  the  above  recommendation  will  be 
useful  for  fruit  trees,  and  with  standards  and  clumps 
around  the  homestead  and  in  the  corners  of  fields. 

The  collection  and  preparation  of  manures  must  have 
no  intermission — grassy  earths,  tall  weeds  cHopped  into 
short  pieces,  scourings  of  sides  of  roads  and  ditches, 
soaked  in  the  liquid  pit  with  the  soapy  and  urinal  wash- 
ings of  the  dwdUng-house,  will  be  a  good  manure  for  all 
strong  growing  plants ;  and  the  dry  compost  heap  for 
lighter  crops,  composed  of  dry  fine  earths,  road  scrapings, 
droppings  of  animals,  and  similar  matters,  mixed  with 
e£fete  lime.  All  these  ingredients  are  found  at  home, 
and  not  from  any  costly  importation — ^the  mannre  enjoys 
the  great  recommendation  of  being  cheaply  got,  with  the 
indissoluble  attachment  of  being  essential  to  the  special 
purpose. 


BBVrBW  Of  THE  CATTLE  TRADE  DURING  THE  PAST  MONTH. 


The  ooaAe  of  the  eattle  trade  darin|f  the  past  month  has 
base  frnfioB  any  important  intemption.  The  sappUes  of 
■tock  iocvarded  to  market  have  been  about  an  average,  but  a 
^Uiag  off  has  been  obMrvable  in  the  quality.  This  has  been 
sun  psrticalarly  noUoed  in  the  case  of  sheep,  beasts  having 
siyrt  deteriorated  bat  little.  When  we  come  to  consider  the 
■ereie  drought  which  lias  prevailed  for  the  last  three  months, 
sad  to  the  consequent  scarcity  of  food,  it  is  not  siirorising 
tkt  the  quality  of  the  stock  forwarded  to  market  should  have 
Badcrgooe  a  ehaage  for  the  worse.  The  hay  crop,  so  fdr  as 
it  has  as  yet  been  aeewred,  has  proved  a  miserable  fisilure,  and 
waie  anaetj  has  been  caused  by  the  probable  diffioulty  to  be 
eaeoQolered  in  obtaining  food  for  wmter  consumption.  The 
vftd  of  afisirs  daring  the  past  week,  however,  has  somewhat 
iaproved.  Bain  has  fallen  in  many  parts,  and  in  some  in- 
itsAces  freely,  and  a  marked  change  u  already  apparent  in 
ijRicaltural  prospects.  Mangold  wnrtzels  promise  welL 
leader  the  mott  favourable  circumstances,  however,  it  is 
ti^eraUy  certain  tliat  food  will  be  scarce  durin?  the  winter 
amtha,  espcctaUy  in  the  Sonthem  counties,  and  Siat  the  value 
of  meat  will  rale  higher.  In  Scotland  the  drought  has  been 
less  severelT  felt,  and  store  cattle  have  been  freely  purchased. 

At  the  Metropolitan  Market  the  show  of  stock  has  been 
kbcat  an  average  as  regards  number :  but  the  condition  oi  the 
laimals  has  been  less  satisfactory.  Ihe  trade  has  been  free 
boa  any  important  feature,  and  the  floctuationi  in  prices  have 
been  trifling,  the  best  Soots  and  crosses  generally  commanding 
5s.per8lbs. 

^  Tbe  receipts  of  sheep  have  been  very  heavy,  Urge  numbers 
baving  l>eea  thrown  on  the  market  in  consequence  of  the 
asf  ere  droaght.  The  deoiand  has  been  by  no  means  brisk, 
sevvtheless  a  fair  amount  of  firmness  has  been  apparent,  and 
tbc  quotatioQs  have  been  maintained.  The  best  Downs  and 
bilfbradi  have  sold  at  5a.  2d.  to  5s.  4d.  per  Slbs. 

Umbs  have  been  dulL  and  the  top  pnce  has  receded  to  6s. 

M.per8lbs. 
Cilm  have  experienced  but  little  inquiry,  whilst  pigs  have 

<iem  doU  and  drooping. 
^  unesed  figures  show  the  total  supplies  of  stock  exhi- 

■M  is  the  Metropolitan  Cattle  Market  daring  the  month : 

BeasU     18,558  Head. 

Sheep  andLambs 199,189 

Chives     8,767 

PIga        685 


Goxr^BisoN  or  Surruse. 

June  Beasts.  Sheep  and  Lambs.    Oalves. 

1869     20,809  167,770           2,780 

1868     19,660  177,690 

1867     16,270  146,660 

1866     18,820  139,880 

1866     24,050  165,720 

1864     26,890  138,460 

The  total  imports  of  foreign  stock  into  London  daring  the 
past  month  have  been  as  follows :  Head. 

Beaito       4,794 

Sheep  and  Lambs 26,762 

Calves      2,689 

Pigs  2,609 


2,876 
2,600 
1,864 

4,278 
2,786 


1,480 

2,048 
1,782 
3,210 
3,280 


Total 


...  36,744 


The  following  table  shows  the  arrivals  of  stock  from  onr 
own  giasin^  districts*  as  well  as  from  Scothmd  and  Ireland, 
compared  with  the  two  previous  years : 

June,  Janci  Jnne« 

From—  1868.  1869.  1870. 

Norfolk,    Suffolk,  he 9,000  4,600  6,800 

Linoohishire 370  —  — 

OtherparUofEngland 1,920  2,420  2,300 

SooUand    97  479  850 

Ireland  220  161  90 

Beasts  have  sold  at  from  Ss.  8d.  to  6s.,  sheep  Ss.  to  6s.  4d., 
Umibs  6s.  to  6s.  8d.,  oalves  3s.  lOd.  to  6s.  8d.,  and  pigs  4s.  6d. 
to  5s.  8d.  per  8lbs.  to  sink  the  oiEal. 

June,  1868.  June,  1869. 

8.    d.    s.    d.  8.    d.    s.   d. 

Beef  from      3    0  to  6    0  3    0  to  6  10 

Mutton  3    0  to  6    0  3    0  to  5  10 

Lamb  5    6  to  6    6  6    6  to  6    0 

Veal 3    8  to  4    2  4    6  to  6    6 

Pork 3    4  to  4    2  3    8  to  6    2 

Owing  to  the  warm  weather  which  has  prevailed,  the  sup- 
plies of  meat  forwvded  to  market  have  >een  less  extensive. 
The  trade  has  been  quite  at  our  quotations :  Beef  from  3s.  4d. 
to  5i.,  mattott  Ss.  A.  to  6s.,  lamb  6s.  8d.  to  6s.,  veal  4s.  6d. 
to  6s.,  and  pork  4s.  to  6s.  8d.  per  61bs.,  by  the  carcase. 
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REVIEW    OF    THE    CORN    TRADE 

DURING   THE   PAST   MONTH. 


^rht  character  of  the  moDth  ^as  that  of  severe 
drought,  though  Scotland,  as  well  as  the  North  of  Eng- 
land and  West,  had  some  quantity  of  rain,  and  a  few 
showers  were  generally  diitrihuted,  with  signs  of  more 
coming  as  the  period  closed.  The  temperature  has  varied 
from  severe  cold  to  tropical  heat,  the  thermometer 
io  the  suu  having  risen  to  110  Fahr.  on  the  22nd,  though 
afterwards  the  cold  partly  returned.  The  consequence  of 
the  want  of  rain  has  heen  the  almost  total  loss  of  the  hay 
crop,  many  fields  not  yielding  more  than  one-quarter  of 
a  load  to  the  acre,  and  some  not  being  worth  the  use  of 
the  scythe.  The  pastures  have  become  dry  and  brown, 
though  the  closing  rain  somewhat  abated  their  desolate 
appearance.  Store  cattle  have  in  some  cases  been  forced 
out  of  the  graziers'  hands  upon  the  iriarket,  and  this 
course  will  have  to  continue,  unless  f. '  rntiful  showers  arc 
graiited.  But  should  they  come  a)-i  ond  cut  may  partly 
make  up  for  the  present  deficiency,  -  Lich  has  brought  the 
price  of  hay  to  extravagant  rates.  All  spring-corn  too, 
more  or  less,  has  suffered,  and  prices  have  been  rising  at 
a  fearful  rate — say,  3s.  to  5s.  per  qr.,  this  only  being 
stopped  by  the  more  recent  showers.  But  we  have  not 
been  left  to  the  course  of  our  own  humid  climate,  which 
seldom  suffers  as  at  present.  Our  neighbours — the  French 
—  having  much  more  felt  the  drought,  have  not  failed  to 
avail  themselves  of  our  more  abundant  stores  and  plenti- 
ful arrivals,  and  perhaps  half  or  more  of  the  advance  may 
be  traced  to  this  canse.  But  not  only  has  spring-corn 
experienced  an  unusual  excitement,  but  it  has  reached  to 
Wheat  to  the  extent  of  about  68.  per  qr. ;  though  for  the 
last  ten  days  the  trade  evinced  signs  of  reaction — say,  of 
Is.  or  2s.  per  qr.,  leaving  the  month's  gain  about  4s.  to 
5s.  per  qr.  There  appears,  however,  nothing  in  the  pros- 
pect of  the  wheat  crop  in  this  country  to  justify  any 
apprehension.  The  light  gravelly  soils  have  certainly 
gone  off  under  the  scorching  heat  of  the  sun  and  the 
drying  atmosphere;  but  the  well-farmed  loams  give 
promise  of  even  more  than  an  average  yield,  while  the 
nigh  temperature  has  been  forcing  them  on  at  an  unusual 
rate,  partly  compensating  for  the  previous  backwardnesss 
of  tiie  season.  Laldy  rain  has  partially  fallen 
in  France  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  though  not 
abundantly,  and  the  lYench  demand  has  subsided, 
with  falling  markets  there — say,  at  Paris  of  3s.  to 
4s.  per  qr.  in  a  week,  and  in  some  parts  of  the 
country  the  decline  has  been  still  greater.  Our  anticipa- 
tions of  improved  rates  have  therefore  all  been  fulfilled  ; 
but  we  think  the  time  has  come  to  return  to  a  quiet  trade 
at  about,  or  something  below,  present  rates.  Still  there 
need  be  no  fear  of  our  returning  to  those  startling  prices 
which  were  current  at  the  commencement  of  March, 
when  the  general  averages  were  only  40s.  8d.  per  qr., 
from  whence  wc  have  already  reached  a  gain  of  Ts.  4d. 
Though  the  rye  is  not  well  spoken  of  in  Europe,  and  the 
wheat  has  partially  suffered,  Hungary  promises  a  full 
average,  also  great  part  of  Russia,  Cdifornia,  and  the 
whole  of  North  America,  and  there  is  no  fear  that  a 
French  competition  will  greatly  raise  our  prices,  for  the 
harvest  in  the  South  has  already  begun.  The  following 
were  the  recent  prices  of  wheat  at  the  several  places 
named:  White  wheat  at  Paris  C5s.,  red  61s.  6d.  ;  white 
at  Bordeaux  58s.  6d. ;  Baltic  and  native  red  in  Belgium 
543.  to  59s. ;  Zealand  white  at  Rotterdam  53s.,  Meck- 
lenburg and  Saale  at  Hambro'  52s.,  red  at  Cologne  52s., 


at  Manheim  58s.  6d.,  the  best  heavy  at  Pesth  47».  6d., 
high-mixed  new  at  Danzic  69s.  c.  f.  and  i.,  old  ditto  62s., 
red  nt  Romanshorn  59s.,  hard  at  Algiers  438.  No.  2, 
Spring  at  New  York  48s.  6d.  per  4801bs.,  c.  f.  and  i. 

As  the  requirements  of  the  Press  compelled  us  to  close 
our  last  month's  review  on  the  23rd  May,  so  the  present 
commences  with  the  30th  May.  Monday^s  market  then 
opened  on  very  small  English  supplies  of  wheat,  with  fur 
arrivals  of  foreign.  The  show  of  samples  on  the  Estei 
and  Kentish  stands  was  the  shortest  of  the  season.  Bag- 
lish  factors  held  for  an  advance  of  Is.  to  28. ;  bat  tbe 
weather  changing  from  ungenial  to  warm,  with  a  south- 
west wind,  but  little  was  done  at  more  than  Is.  improre- 
ment.  Foreign  generally  has  held  for  the  same  advaace, 
and  American  freely  brought  2s.  per  qr.  beyond  the  pre- 
vious Monday's  rates.  Floating  cargoes  were  Is.  per  qr. 
higher,  with  very  few  for  sale.  The  dry  weather  and  a 
foreign  demand  made  a  mnch  more  cheerful  trade  in  tbe 
country,  and  the  smallest  advance  there  was  Is.  per  qr. 
at  many  places,  as  Sleaford,  Spalding,  Lynn,  Louth,  Leeds, 
Hull,  Shefileld,  Birmingham,  Newark,  Market  Basen, 
Manchester,  and  Rotherham ;  while  at  Boston  the  im- 
provement was  2s.  to  8s.  per  qr.  Liverpool  only  gained 
2d.  per  cental  for  the  week,  or  lOd.  per  qr.  Thepm- 
cipal  Scotch  markets  were  Is.  per  qr.  dearer,  as  £diD« 
burgh,  Leith,  and  Glasgow.  At  Dublin,  both  Irish  and 
foreign  wheat  were  np  6d.  per  bri. 

On  the  second  Monday  there  was  another  scanty  Dog* 
lish  supply,  but  the  foreign  arrivals,  though  less  than  the 
week  previous,  were  fair.  An  important  demand  for 
France  had  the  effect  to  raise  prices  2s.  to  Ss.  per  qr., 
but  the  continuous  steady  rise  made  our  own  millers  cau- 
tious. Large  sales  of  foreign,  not  only  for  France  bot 
the  Rhine,  caused  an  advance  of  28.  on  the  lower  descrip- 
tions of  Russian,  and  American  sorts  were  Ss.  per  qr. 
dearer.  Cargoes  afloat  continued  to  rise.  The  sudden- 
ness and  importance  of  the  foreign  demand  produced  great 
excitement  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  some  lanncn 
thinking  it  best  to  withdraw  their  samples  altogether,  bnt 
others  were  willing  to  seU  at  8s.  to  4fl.  per  qr.  more,  bnt 
the  average  price  may  be  taken  at  about  2s.  per  qr.,  some 
places  being  content  to  accept  Is.  more  than  on  the 
previous  wedc.  Liverpool  gained  6d.^  per  cental  or  2s.  w. 
per  qr.  Leith  and  Edinburgh  weire  both  np  ^*->^'" 
Glasgow  Is.  to  2s.  per  qr.  The  rise  at  Dnblin  was  mode- 
rate,  say  6d.  to  Is.  per  barrel  both  on  native  wheat  and 
foreign. 

The  third  Monday's  returns  only  exhibited  scanty 
English  supplies,  with  less  from  abroad.  French  hoyoi 
again  appearing  on  the  market,  the  short  arrivals  on  the 
Kentish  and  Essex  stands  again  prompted  an  admce, 
and  extravagant  rates  were  first  asked,  but  evcntnally  "> 
improvement  of  2s.  per  qr.  was  accepted.  Foreigfn  being 
in  request  for  export  a  like  advance  was  readily  o'^J*^" . 
on  Russian  and  American  samples.  Though  raia  fell  this 
week  rather  pleutlfblly  in  the  north  and  partially  in  other 
places,  there  was  very  little  abatement  of  the  previons  ex- 
citement, many  farmers  being  so  extravagant  m  tneir 
claims  that  their  ordinary  buyers  were  glad  to  become 
London  purchasers,  when  on  Friday,  after  the  shoirers, 
holders  evinced  more  disposition  to  seD.  The  advices, 
as  might  be  expected  at  such  a  time,  were  very  nneqaaJ. 
but  the  average  gain  may  be  fau'ly  taken  at  fully  2s.  P« 
qr.    In  Scotland,  where  more  rain  had  fidlen,  there  were 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  FARMER'S  MAGAZINE. 


85 


son  oodente  views,  but  I^ith  was  2a,  per  qr.  dearer, 
aoj  Glasgow  Is.  to  2*.  The  Dabliu  advices  were  witU- 
wt  sdtemeat,  yet  fidr  Irish  as  well  as  foreigo  samples 
wtn  6d.  to  Is.  per  barrel  dearer. 

Ob  the  fourth  Monday  the  English  returns  showed  a 
asdente  increase,  and  the  foreign  were  also  improved  in 
eoDMqoence  of  fair  arrivals  from  Montreal  and  New 
York.  Tliere  were  reiy  few  fresh  arriyals  on  the  Essex 
and  Kentish  stands,  and  factors  generally  demanded  Is. 
per  qr.  more,  bnt  with  some  rain  fallen  in  different 
loalities,  and  less  activity  in  the  Freneh  inqairy,  it  was 
(bond  hmne  millera  woold  not  exceed  the  previous  Mon- 
&r'i  ntes,  at  which  sales  were  made.  Holders  of  foreign 
ibo  found  the  same  state  of  trade,  and  though  at  first 
%  deelioed  the  previons  Monday's  rates  they  could  not 
i^Qwards  exceed  them.  Of  arrived  floating  cargoes  there 
were  none.  The  doU  accounts  from  London  were  not 
vitboat  their  influence  in  the  country,  mostmarkets  were 
tie  torn  easier,  and  several  were  down  Is.  to  2s.,  as  Louth, 
BirDiBgham,  Bnry  St.  Edmunds,  &c. ;  and  on  Friday 
Uadon  was  Is.  cheaper  to  sell. 

Ute  arrivals  in  four  weeks  for  London  have  been 
U.7S3  qrs.  English  wheat,  74,816  qis.  foreign,  against 
2M83  qrs.  English,  65,572  qrs.  foreign  in  1869.  The 
London  exports  in  the  same  time  have  been  6,476  qrs. 
vkeat,  2,186  cwts.  flour  The  imports  into  the  kingdom 
fof  five  weeks  ending  18  June  were  2,774,867  cwts.  wheat, 
536,206  cwts.  flour,  against  1,242,537  cwU.  wheat, 
U6,956  cwts.  flour  for  the  same  time  last  year.  The 
geaeral  averages  commenced  at  45s.  3d.  and  dosed  at  488. ; 
t^  of  London  commenced  at  478.  6d.  and  closed  at 
dk  6d.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the  general 
vmffg  only  show  the  state  of  business  about  three 
*«bpieviou8lT,  and  therefore  they  may  be  higher  still 
t!u»gktke  market  has  now  calmed  down. 

Ibe  flonr  trade  as  usual  has  been  influenced  by  the 
coone  of  wheat  prices,  but  scarcely  to  the  same  extent, 
tlie  ibreign  demand  being  almost  exclusively  for  the 
latter.  Norfolks  have,  however,  improved  fully  2s.,  the 
lover  lorts  being  worth  358.,  and  others  of  a  higher  de- 
ynptioBs  in  proportion,  while  on  the  13th  June  town 
miilcn  raised  the  top  price  to  478.,  quotations  at  Paris 
for  fine  haring  risen  to  484.  Foreign  sorts,  in  sacks, 
^n  been  held  at  2a.  per  sack  advance,  and  barrels  have 
n*a  11  to  Is.  6d.,  anything  extra  being  worth  26s.  per 
J»nd,  and  the  offers  of  extra  state  from  New  York  were 
};  telegram  26s.  2d.  c.  f.  i.  The  imporU  into  London 
ur  four  weeks  were  80,069  sacks  country,  4,478  sacks 
^.925  barrels  foreign,  against  95,744  sacks  country, 
10.238  neb  14,882  barrels  foreign  in  1869. 

^aize,  on  moderate  arrivab,  has  participated  in  the 
paeial  advance,  say  to  the  extent  of  2s.  for  four  weeks, 
ydlow  fiae  being  worth  838.,  and  the  best  white  S4s. ; 
>ad  if  the  late  rise  in  barley  should  be  maintained  it  ia 
lu^y  to  go  dearer,  though  much  from  the  Mediterranean 
^Ecrthas  been  bous^t  for  forward  shipment.  The 
»>?mU  into  London  for  fonr  weeks  were  28,147  qrs., 
*PjJjtSO,880qri.inl869. 

.  fi»  ttrivals  of  English  barley  have  dwindled  down  to 
^'^ificaace,  and  die  foreign  supplies  for  the  entire 
laoiahhavebeen  less  than  they  sometimes  are  for  a  week. 
tkH^^  the  case,  with  short  stocks  and  the  drought 
itatttenhig  to  make  a  light  crop,  prices  have  gained 
^^  to  3f.  per  qr.,  the  better  qualitiea  of  foreign  being 
J^J^  l»ve  risen  moat.  In  the  country  this  grain  seems 
^  nearly  exhausted,  and  the  lower  descriptions  have 
5^  nuted  for  feeding  stock,  in  consequence  of  the 
.r*?  °^  gnas  which  has  been  very  serious.  There  is 
^^  no  likelihood  of  much  abatement  in  prices, 
r^«  get  very  pkntifiil  and  timely  rains.  Grinding 
'^wssow  beeome  worth  26Sk  to  808.,  and  foreign 


malting  409.,  English  being  in  too  liuiiled  supplies  for 
quotations.  The  imports  into  London  for  four  weeks 
have  been  1,634  qri.  British,  25,510  qrs.  foreign,  against 
1,016  qrs.  British,  3,732  qrs.  foreign  m  1869. 

The  malt  trade  with  little  doing  has  hardened  in  value, 
say  Is.  to  2s.  per  qr. 

Oats  have  experienced  a  rise  not  known  for  many  years 
in  the  same  space  of  time.  The  want  of  rain  haa  told 
most  unfavourably  on  the  prospects  of  the  crop  in^Eng- 
land,  and  still  more  so  in  France,  thoogh  lately  we  had 
samples  from  that  country  on  sale  in  the  London  markets. 
Large  purchases  have  now  been  made  on  French  account, 
and  though  the  arrivals  have  been  unusually  heavy,  they 
failed  to  check  the  upward  movement  which  only  ceased 
on  the  fall  of  rain.  The  advance  under  these  circum- 
stances has  been  no  less  than  4s.  to  6s.  per  qr.  in  four 
weeks,  but  on  the  last  market  there  came  a  calm,  though 
without  any  diminution  in  prices.  Rigas,  weighing  401b8. 
per  bushel,  have  become  worth  258. ;  Swedish  corn  of 
fine  quality  about  27s. ;  and  Scotch  potato,  from  ex- 
treme scarcity,  are  worth  34s.  or  more.  The  imports 
into  London  for  fonr  weeks  were  8,910  qrs.  English, 
251,898  qrs.  foreign,  and  it  is  to  be  noted  that  not  a 
single  shipment  from  Scotland  or  Ireland  is  included  in 
the  returns.  The  imports  for  the  same  time  last  year 
were  1,556  qrs.  En^i^ish,  1,264  qrs.  Scotch,  3,300  Irish, 
93.849  qrs.  foreign. 

The  scanty  supplies  of  English  beans,  and  want  of 
fodder  in  the  country  not  being  made  up  by  liberal 
foreiipi  arrivals,  this  grain  has  advanced  likewise  in  value 
fully  4s.  per  qr.  The  news  having  reached  Egypt  there 
is  a  corresponding  advance  there,  though  previously  they 
could  have  been  had  at  848.  f.  o.  b.  Alexandrian  quali- 
ties are  now  worth  42s. ;  ticks  and  Mazagans  448.  Now 
hay  and  oats  have  so  advanced,  there  seems  little  chance 
of  much  decline  in  this  grain  before  harvest,  and  without 
abundant  rains  the  prospects  for  this  period  are  poor. 
The  imports  into  London  for  four  weeks  were  1,214  ^rs. 
English,  9,208  qrs.  foreign,  against  2,118  qrs.  English, 
68  qrs.  foreign  in  1869. 

Peas  have  been  coupled  with  beans  in  the  fore-nieu- 
tioned  advance,  the  native  supplies  being  quite  trifling, 
though  the  foreign  arrivals  have  lately  improved  from 
the  advance  in  the  market.  The  description  imported 
has  consisted  almost  exclusively  of  inferior  white  sorts 
used  for  horse-feed  as  a  substitute  for  beans,  and  then 
lately  worth  only  38s.  are  now  held  at  398. ;  fine  boilers 
are  not  in  demand  at  this  time  of  year,  and  hog  peas  of 
English  growth  are  too  scarce  to  quote  reliably.  The 
imports  into  London  for  four  weeks  were  373  qrs.  Eng- 
lish, 11,515  qrs.  foreign,  against  157  qrs.  English,  1,855 
qrs.  foreign  in  1869. 

The  import  of  linseed  has  been  remarkably  small,  viz., 
only  3,367  qrs.  for  fonr  weeks,  and  prices  have,  therefore, 
advanced  on  the  previoualy  high  terms  Is.  to  2s.,  and 
cakes,  from  the  drought,  and  have  increased  in  value 
5s.  to  78.  6d.  per  ton. 

All  agricultural  seeds  have  found  a  speculative  inquiry, 
at  higher  rates. 


AYEBAGES 


Poa  twM  LAM  Six 

WlBXSl 

May    14,  1870 

May    21,  1870 

May    28,  1870 

Jane     4,  1870 

June   11,  1870... 

June  18,  1870.. 


Amegate 
TSeaaoiev 


of  the  above  .., 


■aoieweeklnl868.. 


Wheat. 
s.  d. 

rs:- 

44   6 

SS   9 

46  8 

82   6 

46  4 

32  11 

46   3 

82  0 

46   1 

S3   1 

48  0 

32  5 

45  8 

82  8 

46  2 

82  2 

Oats. 

a.  d. 

23  1 

22  0 

23  10 
23  0 
22  0 

26  0 
28  2 

27  6 
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OUBBam  PBIOIB  OF  BBinBH  GBAIN  AND  FLOUB 
IN  XABK  LANB.  ^^ 

WHBAT,iiew,  iMeiaiid  Zttt, white iBtoM 

Wortblt^  IdiioolnMi.tiBA  xovlEih....«.........«...M.M«M«  47    01 

BABLB7  ...........^...aa  to  aa......aiienaiar 87    4a 

Grinding aa      81 Dlitillinff n     86 

MALT  (nominal),  Iimz,  Norfblk,  and  BulRilk.........  61     71 

Kingston,  Wareb  «nd  town*inade  ........,.•.••. .........  68    71 

Brown , 48     66 

BTB f 94    86 

OATB.  BngUriL  fbod  84  to  87.....*........ J^Otnto^.^.^...  18     81 

Bootdh.  feed 00     OO....^.........Potato.......o^  00    00 

ZriiMMd.whlteaa     83 Fine..............  84    85 

Ditto.  bUok 88     84 ^ Potato 86    86 

BBANS,HAMga&  ...41      44 Tioki............  48     44 

Harrow 43      47 FiMOO .........  48     68 

3  48to^arQ7,n«w88     40 

ifHona^oldB. 43    47 

J6        M  ••..••...  87     88 

Norfolk  and  Bnllblk,  on  abora .«.••••«•••»««...  64    35 

FOBBIQN  GBAIN. 
^^^  BbQlliigi  SMr  ^luurter. 

WHBAT,  DantriA, mixed. 61  to 68 astra. 66to6B 

Kdnigabarg .48      50.....k...«KtraM...  58  -  64 

BoBtock : 48      51....M...iine  ......  53 

BUeaian,  red 47     40 white....  40 

Pomerm.,  Meokberg.,  and  tTdkennrk.  ...red 60 

Bneaian,  hard»40  to  4a...Bt.  Pelenhiurg  and  Biga  48 

Danish  and  Holstein,  red  47    40 American  47 

French,  none Bhine  and  Belgium 00 

Chilian, white  56...  041Kbmian  65  ...  AnetraUaa  06 
BABLBY,  grinding  86  id  ao....distilling  and  malting  84 

OATB,  Dntoh,  brewing  ai^  Polanda  83  to  88 feed  81 

Danish  and  Swedish,  feed  S3  to  85....  BtraUnmd...  83 
Canada  81  to83,  Riga  88  to  85,  Aroh.  aSto84,  P'sbg.  84 
TABEB*  Boring,  per  qr.^. ......  small  89    67 law  47 


narrow ...va      mt 

PBAaj7hite,boUen.89  48M^lo« 
FL0X7B,  per  saek  of  8601bs.,  Town,! 

Oonnfry.on  shore 84  to  86 


BBANB. 


1  ana  Holstein 


« 


Kdnlgsberg 88  to  44...Bg7ptfan ... 

PBA6,  fJMdlng  and  mapla...88     41...flne  boUeni . 
INDIAN  OOBN.  white.....  Jl      64...yeUow  .............  61 

FLOUR,  per  sack,  Frenah..88      40...Bpaniah,  p.  sack  00 

American,  per  brl.^ 88      83...extra  andd*ble.  84 


OOJfPAEATIYB 

AYSBAGfiS. 

WHIAT. 

oA*nk 

Tean. 

Qra. 

...&^ 

a. 

d. 

1,677*. 

6. 

d. 

1866.. 

51,281 

y9^ 

...  84 

..86 

7 

1667.. 

.86.380 

...68    8 

6871 

...86 

..87 

7 

1868.. 

.83,966 

...66    1 

688i 

...  88 

1^888   . 

..80 

8 

1660.. 
1870.. 

48,466 
58.547 

...46   a 

...48    0 

mi 

...  as 

...  88 

». 

«a7 

..86 

8 

PLUCTUATI0N8  in  the  AVBRAQB  PRICB  ef  WHBAT. 


BRITIBH  BBBDB. 

Uvwik^t p«rbnsh.,broWn  111.  to  16a.,  whitt  ISst toMo. 

04VAaT,per  qr.'....f.,..,..«,...«...t.tfti.«..,,Mifk..,..«,  60s.    68s* 

Ou>TassBas,  red ^ «*.M..*..«..«k..M.A.  64a.   TOs* 

OoBiA.]n>BB,  per  cwi. ;.^ ;.,  Sis.   886. 

TA.BBB,  winter,  sew,  per  bvMuil ......^     78.     as. 

TBBVOIXi..... .•.••••..... ...a... a. ................M....*.t..*  88Sa      flMb 

BraaBASS.  per  qr • «  Mp.   80|» 

LnrsBBBfperqr.,  sowing  70s.to786.,omshiiig  88s.   64s, 

LnrSBBft  Oaxbs.  per  ton #11  Its.  to  #18  Oik 

Bi»"oSv'SwSn"";""!;M;;!iM"ita."^^^^ 

FOBBIQK  BBBD8. 

OoBimBB,  per  owt aiLtoaas. 

Oabbawat      „ I..,..*  486.    60b. 

CLOTBBSBas,rBd64i.to60B white  78s.   8SS. 

Bbxtsbbb,  small  41a.  to  46s.  per  qr....Dutoh  484.   4Bs. 

JfBBrow. aos.  aas. 

Btbobasb,  per  qr  16b.    80s. 

LuiBBBD,perqr.,Baltio58i.  to68s...Bombii^  63s.   6te. 

LiVBBBs  OiXBB.per  ton Mn  lOe.  to  418  Oa. 

B4MI  Oixa.perton.. M  Mi.  Od.  toM^lfa.  6d. 

BArasBBP,  Dateh ^ 7as.    76s. 

HOP  MABOT. 

Mid  and  Bast  Keats  #7    0  M    5  #1S  18 

Weslds 6    0  7    0 8    0 

8Q6stt 6  IB  ......    e    8  9  13 

Bavariaas    .,..•. 6    6  7    7  ......    9    0 

ffmk M. ^      f    0  8  U •  10 


BOBOUOH  AND  SPITA17IELDS. 

Bttglish  Regents ISOs.  to  140b.  per  torn. 

Scotch Ifl0s.tol40i.     » 

Freaeh ISOktolBSs.     „ 

Mid  French lis.  to   18s.pfve«t. 


FBIOES  of  BUTTBB,  CHEESE,  HAMS,  I 
BU'ITBB,  per  cwt.  j  s.      s.    mnewaw.  tmp  «wt  .  ^ 

Dorset........... 186  to  180 

Friesland  ............lOO     114 


£««ey ""... 

FBBBs,perdoa. 
BAOON,  per  owt 


..104 
..18 


WUtsliiret  green...  70 
Irish,  f.oli 70 


114 
16 

74 
76 


OHEBSB,  per  cwt.  t   ■. 
Ohflshira..............  66  to 

Dbla.  CHottoeeler...  6D 
Oheddar...............  74 

American 69 

BLAMSt  York,  old...  68    1 
Onmberland, ........  68    1 

Irish,  new  .........  94    1 


POULTRY,  3u).,  MAEKET&— TnrkOTB.  4e.  to  lik,,  di 
Irish,  58.  to  9t.  6d.;  Oeese,  48.  to  6e. ;  ditto  Inih,  Ss.to' 
6d. ;  Goftlings,  i».  6d.  to  78. ;  Docks,  Is.  dd.  to  St.  6d. ;  dit 
Iriih,  Is.  6d.  to  28. ;  Dncklmgs,  Ss.  to  3s.  dd. ;  Sorrey  Fow 
4«.  to  78.  6d. :  Sussex  ditto,  Ss.  to  4«.  6d. ;  Boston  and  hat 
ii.  to  Ss. ;  Irish,  Is.  to  2s.  6d. ;  Rabbits,  tame  Is.  to  Is.  fli 
ditto  wild  6d.  to  9d. :  Pigeons,  7d.  to  Is.  Egvs,  7s..  hcoq 
Ob.  8d.  per  190.  

•  CORDEKOT  AND  CO.'S  CHEESE  CIRCtLAH.  Jai 
^S.—Daripff  the  week  the  weather  has  been  exceeding!;  ^i 
and  hot,  and  the  condition  and  general  appearance  of  cm 
ot  all  descriptions  have  been  more  or  lees  effected.  Baje 
have  (not  nnnstarAllf)  been  very  eantions  and  spsring  i 
their  pnldktsea,  bo  'that  we  have  to  report  a  doll  sod  avj 
wurd  trade.  We  And  (he  quotations  of  cheese  reported  fni 
the  coantry  in  most  cases  too  high  for  this  mtrket  Tl 
^ualK]^,  appearance,  condition,  flavoor,  and  eolonr  ongbt  to  k 
exceptionally  good,  for  new  Cheshire  cheese  to  briuff  tt  pn 
sent  more  than  628.  to  66s.  At  these  prices  reslly  ^ 
cheese  are  moderatoly  saleable.  Common  things  bring  o^l 
aboot  SOs.  to  50s.  There' is  no  scercity  of  cheese  here.  Tt 
sapply  of  old  and  new  West  Connti^^  eheese  is  fooi,  ta 
nnoes  Tery  raiioos.  Scotch  and  Swedish  (^eddsr,  if  na^ 
irm,  and  in  food  condition,  are  saleable  at  moderate  priee 
American  cheese  are  in  veiy  lair  snpply.  Pricss  are  mbc 
what  easier  for  new— say  648.  to  70s.  for  ibe  to  extra.  Th 
week's  arrivals  ap  to  this  morning's  report  are  8,478  boxa. 


ENGLISH  WOOL  MARKETS. 


CvaasFT  PaiOBS  or  Svausn  Wooit, 

FuiOBS^Boathdown  hogs per  lb. 

Hsif-bred  ditto  „ 


Bonthdown  ewes  and  wathara ... 
^^       jUsioeater  ditto 

Bc^HNH^Olotfaing,  picklock  ..•.«.••..••..•.... 


Choloe «...M..k..... 

Bnper 

Ooxnbing,  wether  mat.. 
PtDklock ... 

•  Ooflunon  ••••••.*.. M..«...... 

Pi&ookxnatoiL£g'T.'.'.*.*. 
Bnper         ditto     


d. 

0  tol 


1 1 

is 

1  \ 

vi 

0111 


VaiaviBBft 


PRioa  ouUbskt  op  guano,  Ac.     ^^ 


BoaJTiMs^to  £T  I6s.  pMT  Hon. 
. .^ j^ 

£3, 

jamu.  WBOU  ^  i-^ 


S  impel  raisiy^  (to  psr  o«nt.  t^umfhaM  «  per  ton.  ^ 


imuidiM. 
B.  PuBsaa.  London  Mannre  Oompaiiyi      ^  _ 

116,  rendinttfi  BttsemBJi^ 


*aSSSE*DOWNBS  In  &0^^en«ialBrpkw^ 

No.  7,  Tht  Albany.  Idvarpooi^ 


MiM  h^Bfl|iMeB  Ml  TvsfbH,  te6»8tiliid)L0aM^^ 
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PLATE    III. 

IN    EUSTON     PARK. 


The  1ft  wot  wflra  dry  in  Entton  Park ; 
Here  trnth  in^uvs  my  Ule*.  ' . 

At  toy  rmte  they  must  h&Tc  been  dry  enongh  until 

Tciy  lately,  and  the  hundred  or  bo  of  polled  Scots  have 

foond  it  hard  work  to  get  a  living  e?en  over  so  extensiTO 

s  range. 


We  are  not  quite  so  sure  but  that  Polls,  Devons,  or 
more  especially  West  Highland  oxen,  are  a  greater  orna- 
ment to  a  nobleman's  park  than  e?en  the  deer.  Or,  any- 
how, they  may  go  very  well  together,  and  share  and  share 
alike. 


PLATE   IV. 
KINGCRAFT;   a   Thoroughbeed    Colt.  . 

THE    PROPXRTT    OF    LORD    FALMOUTH. 


Kingcraft,  bred  by  Lord  H'^oath  in  1867.  is  by  King 
Tom,  oat  of  Woodcraft  by  Voltigeur,  her  dam  by  Venison, 
oat  of  Wedding  Day  by  Camel— Margellina  by  Whisker. 

King  Tom,  bred  by  Mr.  TheUnsson  in  1851,  is  by 
Haikawaj,  ont  of  Pocahontas  by  Glencoe.  King  Tom 
was  a  saperior  raee-horse,  and  when  quite  off  ran  a  good 
second  to  Andover  for  the  Derby.  His  stock  came  out 
as  two-year-olds  in  1869,*  and  he  is  the  sire,  amongst 
other  winners,  of  King  of  Diamonds,  Maiustone,  Irene, 
Prince  Plaosible,  Queen  of  the  Vale/Tomyris,  Janus, 
Old  Calabar,  Queen  of  Spain,  Wingraye,  Keen,  Otho, 
Tom  Fool,  Crafton  Lass,  Evelina,  Hippolyta,  King  of  the 
Vale,  Mogadore,  Tomato,  Breeze,  King  Charming,  War- 
rior, Gniniveve,  Janitor,  King  Hal,  Dalesman,  Kingsley, 
Rhymer,  Tourmalin,  Warrior,  Tormtotor,  Hippia,  Con- 
tempt, Gaiety,  Jasper,  Osprey,  King  Alfred,  Kingsley, 
Nyaiua,  Restitution,  War  Queen,  Mahonia,  and  King- 
craft. Up  to  the  close  of  last  season.  King  Tom  was  the 
sire  of  more  than  a  hundred  winners,  and  his  stock  now 
iadodcs  one  winner  of  the  Derby  in  Kingcraft,  and  two 
winners  of  the  Oaks  in  Tormenter  and  Hippia,  while  the 
best  ahow  stallion  of  his  time  is  indisputably  Dalesman. 
King  Tom  is  of  course  still  at  Mentmore,  where  they  will 
get  foodor  of  him  than  cTcr. 

Woodcraft,  although  bred  by  Mr.  George  Bryan  at 
Jenkinslown  in  Ireland  in  1861,  has  a  good  old  West 


Country  pedigree — the  dash  of  Venison,  Wedding  Da  , 
and  Maigeilina,  by  Whisker,  with  which  Mr.  Wreford 
was  to  be  identified ;  and  it  somewhat  noticeable  that  the 
Irish  lass  should  have  now  settled  down  close  to  the  home 
of  her  ancestors.  But  Woodcraft  was  no  runner,  as  her 
two-year-old  performances  were  not  above  plating  form, 
and  she  was  sold  during  the  following  season  to  Lord 
lUmouth  for  200  gs.,  and  at  once  sent  to  the  stud.  Her 
produce,  so  far,  runs  thus:  In  1866,  a  nameless  and 
worthless  colt  by  Newminster ;  in  1867,  Kingcraft,  by 
King  Tom;  in  1868,  a  filly  by  Dundee;  in  1869,  a  filly 
by  Sannterer ;  and  in  1870,  a  colt  by  Blair  Athol.  After 
the  taste  with  Kingcraft,  the  mare  has  of  course  been  put 
again  this  season  to  King  Tom. 

Kingcraft  is  a  good  .coloured  bay  horse,  standing  as 
close  as  can  be  upon  sixteen  hands  high.  He  has  an  ex- 
pressive, very  bloodlike  head;  a  strong  neck,  with 
powerful  shoulders,  standing  with  his  forelegs  rather 
under  him.  He  is  good  in  his  girth,  has  great  depth  in 
his  fore-ribs,  is  clean  but  somewhat  light  in  his  bone,  and 
a  trifle  high  from  the  hock  to  the  ground.  He  has,  how- 
ever,  beantifuUy  shaped  feet  and  fetlocks ;  and,  if  con- 
veying something  of  delicacy  in  his  general  character, 
was  a  long  way  the  most  stylish-looking  horse  in  the 
Derby.  His  preparation  was  perfect;  dear  in  his  coat, 
bright  in  his  eye,  and  almost,  os  it  would  seem,  flattered 
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in  his  work.  He  was  iadeed  no  donbt  bigger  when  he 
stripped  for  the  Derby  than  when  he  ran  for  the  Two 
Thousand  Guineas. 

Kingcraft  has  started  twdre  times,  won  serep,  divided 
once,  ran  second  once,  and  third  three  times. 

During  the  twelve  or  thirteen  years  Lord  Falmonth 
has  been  on  the  Turf,  he  has  eigoyed  a  degree  of  success 
which  he  has  justly  merited,  for  he  is  the  very  model  of 
a  sportsman  in  these  days  when  money  and  the  market 
have  so  great  an  influence  on  the  doings  of  Lords  and 


Commoners,  He  breeds  his  own  horses,  he  never  beU 
and  ^he  acts  on  his  own  opinion  in  mating  lus  msies  and 
in  engaging  and  running  his  horses.  His  Lordship  hu 
now  won  both  the  great  races  at  Epsom,  Kingcraft's  vic- 
tory having  been  preceded  by  that  of  Queen  Bertha  for 
the  Oaks  in  1863,  while  Lord  Fahnonth  also  bred  Gsmot, 
the  winner  of  this  year's  Oaks.  As  an  agriedturiflt, 
Lord  Ealmouth  is  famous  for  his  Devons  and  Shropshini, 
which  are  as  sncceasfql  on  the  showground  as  his  horia 
«re  on  a  course. 


ROYAL   AGRICULTURAL   SOCIETY    OF    ENGLAND. 

MEETING    AT    OXFORD. 


.  The  Ransomes,  the  Oarretts,and  the  Howards  were  then 
lo  be  found,  as  they  stiU  continue,  amongst  the  leading 
exhibitors  of  implements,  when  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Royal  Agricultural  Society  was  held  in  Oxford  thirty-one 
years  since.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  not  one 
noted  breeder  of  stock  who  countenanced  the  opening 
experiment  again  to  be  traced  in  the  catalogue.  It  is 
indeed  doubtful  whether  either  through  themselves  or 
their  successors  any  of  the  great  herd  or  fiock  masters  of 
those  days  are  here  to  be  identified.  The  Bates 
Dnchesses,  like  "the  Tenth,"  don't  dance,  at  any  rate 
not  in  public ;  Stephen  Orantham  is  almost  forgotten  on 
the  Southdowns;  and  Samuel  Bennett  and  his  people 
have  passed  away  from  the  Wobnm  records.  There 
are  but  few,  as  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  said  at  the 
general  meeting  on  the  Tuesday,  who  have  now  any 
oognizance  of  the  Oxford  Show  of  1889-  Sed  mihi 
eoniinffit  adire  Corinthum;  we  wereamongst  those  few  who 
had  been  to  that  other  Oxford  meeting,  ^though  possibly 
we  then  scarcely  regarded  a  pedigree  animal  or  worshipM 
judge  with  all  the  reverence  we  have  of  course  since 
come  to  feel. 

But  there  are  judges  and  judges,  as  there  are 
breeds  and  breeds  by  this  time.  There  is  stock  now 
which  can  fill  class  after  class  at  a  national  meeting,  and 
command  customers  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  that  in 
1839  had  little  or  no  repute  whatever  out  of  its  own  imme- 
diate district.  Your  Shropshires,  your  Lincolns,  and  your 
Dorsets  had  hardly  been  heard  of,  and  your  very  Oxfords 
never  even  invented.  The  black  poUs  might  have  a  name 
in  Aberdeen  as  the  red  polls  in  Norfolk,  while  the  Sussex 
beasts  were  slowly  toiling  towards  the  head-land,  and  the 
lionghom  disputed  the  supremacy  of  the  Durham  ox. 
But  times  have  chauged,  and  we  had  almost  said  breeds 
too.    The  brindled  bull  is  by  this  well  content  to  take  a 

Srize  from  the  lucky-bag  of  the  other  breeds,  and  the 
horthom  rings  are  crowded  three  or  four  deep  from  the 
very  moment  the  judges  go  to  work.  There  are  said  to 
be  «ome  famous  Herefords  which  nobody  goes  to  see ;  the 
smaller  show  of  Devons  is,  if  possible,  held  in  still  less 
regard,  and  the  very  horses  do  not  draw  as  might  have 
been  expected.  There  are  certainly  some  connoisseurs  in 
Southdown  mntton  to  be  seen  about ;  as  the  over-anxious 
locals  look  to  the  fortunes  of  their  beloved  Oxfords,  and 
the  Shropshire  men  wear  gamely  through  the  four  hours 
or  so  that  their  chosen  authorities  require  to  settle 
a  itngle  class.  But  if  you  wish  to  find  a  man, 
a  monied  man  more  especially,  yon  must  seek  him 
amongst  the  Shorthorns,  where  our  distinguished 
yijitors  are    reader  to  pay  us  the  most  stiriing  of  com- 


pliments, and  to  give  forthwith  fifteen  hundred  for  s  hdfer 
or  two  thousand  for  a  cow.  Booth  or  Bates,  whichever  yoa 
pleaae.  Mr.  Cochrane,  from  Montreal,  has  just  purchased 
two  heifers,  Duchess  lOIst  and  Duchess  lOSxd  for  2,500 
gs.  the  pair;  whilst  he  has  also  taken  Lady  Grateful,  an 
own  sister  to  Lady  Fragrant,  of  Mr.  Booth,  for  1,500 
gs. ;  and  when  we  left  Oxford  on  Wednesday,  negoeia* 
tions  were  pending,  at  the  comer  of  what  was  known  aa 
"  the  refreshment  Booth,"  for  the  purchase  of  Lady  Fra- 
grant hersdf.  2,000  gs.  had  been  refused,  sod  Lord 
Kesteven  was  engaged  in  the  nice  duty  of  bringing  the 
contracting  parties  together ;  aa  in  &ct,  it  was  whispered 
that,  at  a  meeting  on  the  previous  evening,  a  resolotion 
had  been  put  and  carried,  the  purport  of  which  was  that 
henceforth  no  Duchess  would  be  sold  at  any  less  price  than 
two  thousand.  In  the  face  of  all  this  Patrids,  one  of 
the  plums  shipped,  at  1,000  gs.,  died  within  a  day's  tail 
of  New  York ;  but  although  the  intelligence  only  reached  i 
Oxford  during  the  progress  of  the  meeting,  the  effect  | 
was  the  very  reverse  of  what  might  have  been  eipected. 
Everybody  was  anxious  to  buy  something  to  go  I 
abroad,  and  as  the  Hereford  bfeeders  were  quite  couteot 
to  ask  tens  where  the  Shorthorn  chiefs  refused  hundreds, 
business  again  was  brisk,  aa  our  story  of  the  week  will 
presently  show. 

Otherwise,  beyond  the  zest  imparted  by  tie 
extraordinary  value  of  certain  strains  which  were 
not  represented  here,  the  show  of  Shorthorns  was  by  no 
means  above  an  average ;  its  merit,  in  truth  msinly  de- 
pending upon  the  entries  of  certain  well-known  animals, 
which  either  did  or  should  have  placed  themselves,  set  oif 
as  these  were  by  aa  ragged  a  rank  and  file  as  hsi  been 
paraded  for  many  a  day.  There  were  good  jndgo 
at  Manchester  who  fancied  that  Bolivar  was  then  training 
off,  although  we  could  not  share  in  such  opinion,  and 
his  appearance  at  Oxford  did  anything  hat  coflfi™ 
any  such  unfavourable  impression.  He  hu  thickened 
and  furnished  without  growing  either  paunchy  or  pstdy ; 
his  very  coat  has  lost  something  of  its  rusty  hue,  and  lie 
is  at  idl  points  for  style  and  quality,  with  show  condition 
not  over-done,  as  handsome  and  aa  taking  a  bull  as  has 
been  out  for  many  a  long  day.  Edgar,  the  second  prixe 
bull  here  and  also  second  in  the  same  class  at  Manchester, 
has  also  gone  on  well  in  the  interim,  being  s  tnie, 
deep,  square  bull,  lacking  something  of  the  fashion 
of  Bolivar,  but  fairiy  earning  his  place.  The  lengthy 
useful  Baron  KiUerby  has  always  been  afiivouiU  of  onrs^ 
whether  the  judges  looked  at  him  or  not,  aa  too  fre- 
quently they  refused  to  do  from  his  smutty  nose,  or  Je 
must  pften  have  tad  as  good  a  place  aa  he  took  here,  At 
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Ibnelietterand  at  Beverley  last  year  the  judges  leftxsed 
to  paas  Baron  Killerby  for  this  reason,  and  the  line  ccr- 
Uioly  looks  to  be  rather  loosely  drawn,  when  a  beast  can 
be  qmliSed  and  diaqoalified  t>n  a  point  that  is  after  all  a 
ample  matter  of  fact.  The  famous  Irish  bull.  Sovereign, 
mide  nothing  like  the  impression  expected,  and  it  was 
bj  no  means  so  clear  that  he  Would  even  get  as  near  as 
It  did.  He  was  not  very  blooming,  as  at  the  best  wonld 
kave  nothing  very  imposing  in  his  appearance,  while 
be  begins  badly  with  a  mean,  delicate  head.  The 
jodges  refused  the  neat  Hogarth  any  notice,  although  he 
vas  kept  in  amongst  the  last  half-dozen  or  so,  while  they 
bighly  commended  the-  very  showy  Shuttlecock  of  Mr. 
Fawkcs*  breeding,  but  Fra  Diavolo  from  the  same  herd 
baa  trained  terribly  off,  and  with  no  longer  any  preten- 
eioin  in  public.  The  eight  or  nine  more  included  Royal 
Butterfly  20th,  and  Mandarin  the  first  and  second  in  the 
dd  boll  class  at  Taunton,  but  beyond  a  mere  commenda- 
tion to  the  Butterfly  neither  made  much  mark  here, 
as  the  white,  firom  a  mishap,  is  fast  losing  all  his  early 
promise.  The  best  of  a  very  moderate  lot  of  two-year- 
oldi,  the  Scotch  Scotsmaa,  a  very  successful  animal  in  his 
own  country,  has  been  sold  for  150  gs.  to  go  away,  and  a 
wdl.grown,  lengthy  bull  he  is ;  whereas  the  Towndey 
Httbback,  merely  commended  as  a  yearling  at  Manchester 
was  not  only  plain  but  lame,  and  on  very  little  showing 
worthy  of  being  put  so  forward.  The  white  Cumberland 
placed  next  has  more  appearance,  and  is  altogether  a 
Hurt  young  bull  in,  as  we  have  said,  a  very  ordinary 
class.  Amongst  the  yearlings  there  were  some  better 
beasti,  and  here  one  of  the  sensations  of  the  day  occur- 
red. At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Essex  Society 
St  Saffron  Walden  we  spake  to  the  great  merit 
of  a  yearling  exhibited  by  Lord  Braybrooke ; 
whae  at  the  dinner  Mr.  Thumall  said  for  the  judges 
Ileydon  Duke  waa  "  the  best  he  had  ever  seen,  and  he 
bopcd  he  would  be  acnt  to  Oxford,  as  it  was  well  deserving 
sf  Royal  honours."  And  he  was  sent  to  Oxford,  where 
outride  the  ring  everybody  pronounced  Hcydon  Duke  to 
be  manifestly  the  best  of  a  very  good  class.  Immense 
accordingly  was  the  surprise  when  the  Duke  was  only 
placed  third  to  Lady  Pigot's  Bythis;  whereas  in  Essex 
fleydoa  Duke  beat  Bythis.  The  judges  at  Saffi-on  Walden 
were  Messrs.  Bowley,  Lynn,  and  Savage,  against  Messrs. 
Aylmer,  Bowstcad,  and  Singleton  at  Oxford.  It  is  as 
well  to  give  these  particulars,  because  some  acknow- 
ledged good  men  declared  that  after  such  a  decision  there 
must  be  an  end  to  all  judging  by  rule  or  point.  Heydon 
a,  in  fact,  a  very  taking  annual ;  a  good  roan  in  colour, 
of  beautiful  quality,  with  a  deep  frame,  a  good  head, 
Md  Tery  broad  and  grand  to  meet.  He  has,  however,  a 
wmewhat  drooping  carriage,  going  with  his  head  down  : 
whereas  Bythis,  by  the  aid  of  long  Ward,  shows  himself 
amoBsly,  and  he  certainly  never  looked  better  than  he 
did  at  Oxford.  With  such  well  laid  shoulders,  by 
arbis  best  point,  he  is  bound  to  walk;  but  beyond  his 
Mtion  and  quality  there  is  not  mich  to  be  said  in  his  favour, 
[or  he  begins  and  ends  badly,  being  especially  faulty  about 
wa  quarters.  Still  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that,  with  the 
nception  of  Saffron  Walden,  Bythis  has  taken  the  first 
pnre  on  every  occasion  of  his  being  shown  during  the 
present  year :  at  Taunton,  where,  as  we  said,  there  was  a 
^"7  poor  class  against  him ;  at  Harleston,  where,  beyond 
J^rd  Walsingham'a  big  yearling,  there  was  nothing  of 
mnch  account"  ;  and  at  Royston,  where  he  was  not  only 
the  beat  of  his  ckss  but  the  best  bull  in  the  show,  beating 
Btfon  Killerby,  Charlcs-le-Beau,  and  others.  The  white 
Xorfahire  buU,  Lord  Irwin,  was  much  liked,  and  had  the 
J^  of  Bythis  and.  Heydon  Duke  been  trans- 
PMed  there  would  have  been  little  to  complain 
w :  bat  returned  as  they  were  on  the  list,  we  are  bound 
w  Bay  that  we  never  heard  a  more  general  pr  a  stron^r 


expression  of  opinion  against  an  award.  Another  Irish 
pnze  bull  and  a  son  of  Sovereign,  Mr.  Chaloner's  Sir 
Leopold,  looked  to  be  a  very  ordinary  beast,  but  he  made 
250  gs.  to  go  to  New  Zealand.  The  bull-calves  ran  up 
to  a  very  pretty  class,  Mr.  Dudding's  best  being  particu- 
larly promising  lengthy  and  stylish,  as  well  backed  by  one 
from  Burderop  for  second ;  while  Messrs.  Hoskyn  gave  a 
couple  of  hundred  for  the  merely  commended  Towneley 
Oxford,  a  far  higher  reserve  being  of  course  put  upoii 
the  reserve  number.  Maid  of  Oxford's  Baronet,  about  as 
awkward  a  title  as  ever  was  heard  of,  as  in  the  next  gene- 
ration it  should  run  to  Maid  of  Oxford's  Baronet's  son 
and  heir.  The  class  was  very  liberally  and  very 
deservedly  distinguished  by  commendations  ;  and  with 
the  sample  they  have,  the  Messrs.  Hoskyn  may  make 
more  mark  the  next  time  they  come  clean  out  of  the 
West.  Curiously  enough,  through  an  oversight,  they 
were  too  late  this  year  in  sending  their  entries  for  both 
the  West  of  England  and  the  All-England  meetings, 
although  their  sto^  did  so  well  at  the  Cornwall  show. 

If  one  might  attempt  to  read  the  human  countenance  as 
any  reflex  of  a  man's  opinions,  we  should  question  very 
much  whether  any  of  the  decisions  in  the  Shorthorn  cow 
and  heifer  classes  were  unanimously  arrived  at,  as  un- 
doubtedly some  of  these  gave  as  little  general  satisfaction 
as  they  could  have  done  to  the  out- voted  judge.  Those 
famous  prize  animals  Queene  of  Rosalea  and  Lady  Anne 
were  never,  perhaps,  seen  to  so  much  advantage  as  at 
Oxford.  They  had  got  rid  of  some  of  the  lumpy  coarse- 
ness they  both  threatened  to  feed  into,  and  the  Queene, 
more  particularly,  came  out  a  fine,  lengthy,  blood-like  cow. 
Nevertheless  she  was  again  placed  no  higher  than  second, 
although  there  was  now  no  Lady  Fragrant  to  eclipse 
the  class.  The  best  of  all  turned  up  in  a  red  and  white 
heifer,  exhibited  by  Mr.  George  Oarne,  whose  luck  this 
season  has  been  something  extraordinary,  while  it  will 
serve  as  a  capital  advertisement  to  the  Churchill  Heath 
sale  that  is  talked  of.  Lady  Lavinia  is  a  deep,  plain, 
short,  stumpy  beast,  of  little  or  no  style  in  the  ring,  how- 
ever good  in  her  touch,  and  the  chief  points  in  her  favour 
looked  to  be  that  she  is  but  little  over  three  years  old  and 
that  she  was  led  in  by  the  Towneley  herdsman,  who  might 
measure  for  inches  against  John  Ward  himself.  For  our 
own  part  we  should  have  infinitely  preferred  Mr.  Game's 
best  cow  at  Taunton,  the  more  lady-like  Pride  of  the 
Heath,  whose  second  in  the  West,  although  unnoticed 
here,  was  sold  forthwith  by  Mr.  Stratton  to  go  to  Sydney. 
There  were  two  or  tliree  more  nice  cows  in  this  class, 
whilst  in  the  baker's  dozen  or  so  of  two-year-olds,  there 
was  another  surprise,  and  fortune  still  smiling  on  the 
home  bred  stock.  With  Colonel  Towneley,  Lady  Pigott, 
Mr.  Stratton,  Mr.  Howe,  the  Games  and  Mr.  Eastwood 
exhibiting,  the  best  of  all  was  ultimately  declared 
to  be  Mr.  Mumford's  Camilla,  a  heifer  which  at 
the  county  show  in  Oxford  last  summer  took  merely  a 
commendation,  as  she  did  no  more  at  Northampton, 
although  later  in  the  year  she  won  prizes  at  such  minor 
meetings  as  Aylesbury  and  Tring.  She  is  already  grow- 
ing very  unsightly  behind,  is  short  of  coat,  harsh  and 
common,  as  the  decision  in  her  favour  was  altogether 
about  the  greatest  fiuke  of  the  clay,  for  we  most  assuredly 
never  expect  to  see  CamilU  do  so  well  again  in  anything 
like  the  same  class  of  company.  But  it  was  a  great 
victory,  however  arrived  at,  with  a  red  Butterfly  for 
second,  and  Mr.  Stratton's  big  and  good  Peeress,  the 
best  of  her  class  at  Taunton  as  third ;  with  such  success- 
ful animals  as  La  Belle  Helene  and  Windsor's  Butterfly 
eoming  in  for  some  commendation. 

Putting  the  sheep  show  out  of  the  argument  no  doubt 

the  best  filled  class  in  the  catalogue  was  that  which  ran 

up  to  some  thirty  odd  entries  of  yearling  Shorthorn 

heifers,  at  whose  disposal^  the  itcward^J^^.  Jacob^Wil- 
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son,  very  jadiciously  pat  the  tiro  companioii  rings ;  and  as 
they  paraded  this  was  certainly  a  sight  to  see.  Still, 
from  the  first  it  was  very  apparent  what  most  or  should 
win,  and  we  have  only  to  hope  that  the  award  here  was 
at  any  rate,  so  far  as  the  best  went,  a  nnanimons  con- 
clusion. In  our  notice  of  the  Essex  meeting  we  spoke 
to  Heydon  Duke  and  Mr.  Macintosh's  "  two  real  gems  of 
heifers  as  the  cracks  of  the  yard ;"  and  there  can  be  little 
question  but  that  Lady  Knightley  2nd  was  the  best  of  all 
the  Shorthorn  cows  or  heifers  at  Oxford.  She  is  so 
thoroughly  fashionable,  so  grand  perhaps  rather  than 
merely  handsome  in  her  appearance,  with  a  rich  roan 
coat,  the  very  finest  quality  of  fiesh,  and  but  for  a  certain 
narrowness  in  her  quarters,  and  lightness  of  thigh,  as 
true  in  her  symmetiy.  Still,  The  Knightley  won  easily 
enough  in  a  good  class,  and  was  sold,  ab  it  seemed  to  be 
by  comparison  a  bargain,  for  500  gs.  for  Australia.  Not 
but  there  was  something  to  beat.  Mr.  Budding's  second 
for  instance,  The  Countess  of  Yarborongh,  is  a  wonder- 
fully good  square  heifer,  that  looks  like  growing  into 
something  still  better,  although  she  has  made  her  mark 
already  at  Northampton,  Lincoln,  and  Beverley  last  year; 
and  she  goes  to  America  at  precisely  the  same  figure  as 
The  Knightley,  500  gs.  So  that,  with  the  market  it 
making  it  so  near  a  thing,  the  jndges  might  have  divided 
here  also.  Mr.  Howe's  third.  Vesper  Queen,  has  also 
deservedly  some  repute,  and  of  Mr.  Stratton's  pair 
we  thus  wrote  when  we  saw  them  a  few  weeks  since 
in  the  West :  "  There,  is  a  vast  improvement  observable 
in  the  best  Royal  calf.  Flower  Oirl,  who  has  dropped  to 
her  leg,  and  is  now  growing  into  a  really  stylish  charm- 
ing heifer,  so  that  the  Manchester  award  would  seem  to 
be  gathering  confirmation.  Not  that  the  judges  here  by 
any  means  held  to  it,  for  they  placed  Gertrude,  from  the 
same  herd,  and  a  merely  commended  calf  at  Manchester, 
first,  while,  as  second  to  her,  they  put  flower  Girl  the  best 
of  all  at  Manchester.  Gertrude  is  some  months  older 
than  the  other,  as  she  is  level  enough,  but  short  and 
vulgar  forward,  and  so  far  as  the  two  be  concerned,  there 
can  be  little  question  but  that  the  Royal  reading  was  the 
better  one."  And  the  Royal  reading  was  again  the  better, 
as  Flower  Girl  was  now  put  above  the  other,  being  the 
reserve  number  and  highly,  while  Gertrude  was  never 
noticed,  although  Mr.  Stratton  sold  her  for  200  gs.  to 
accompany  Coriander  to  Sydney.  Amongst  the  others  a 
very  pretty  but  very  juvenile  heifer  from  Mr.  Fawcett's 
herd  was  deservedly  commended,  as  with  more  age  she 
might  have  reached  to  a  higher  rank.  But  the  class,  we 
repeat  was  a  strong  one,  and  it  was  something  to  get 
even  a  bene  mark.  The  Towndey  calf,  full  of 
Butterfly  blood,  had  clearly  the  most  promise 
of  anything  in  the  lot,  and,  in  fact,  the  lady-judges 
looked  to  pull  more  together  as  they  went  on,  as  the 
yearlings  and  calves  were  declared  to  be  as  properly 
placed  as  the  first  cow  and  first  two-ycAr-old  were  out  of 
all  due  order  of  precedence.  Mr.  Marsh's  second-prize 
calf  is,  indeed,  especially  handsome,  and  Mr.  Culshaw  and 
his  long  friend  seemed  to  be  a  deal  more  at  ease  when  it 
was  quUe  settled. 

It  was  clear  enough  at  Taunton  that  the  white-fiices 
were  coming  again  in  great  force,  and  we  rarely  remember 
to  have  seen,  at  all  points,  a  better  show  of  Hereford 
cattle  than  that  at  Oxford  in  1870. .  Three  finer  bulls  for 
one,  two,  three,  were  surely  never  got  together  than  those 
which  finished  in  this  way  in  the  old  class.  The  best  of 
all,  Stanway,  has  never  been  much  of  a  show  bull,  al- 
though now  close  upon  six  years  old,  as  this  very  fact 
may  possibly  account  for  his  wearing  so  well.  He  won 
at  Ludlow  in  the  autumn  of  1869,  and  again  at  Hereford, 
where  we  first  saw  him,  and  thus  spoke  of  him :  "  Stan- 
way  is  not  a  big  one,  or,  more  properly  perhaps,  not  a 
high  up-standing  one,  for  he  is  very  true  and  thick  uli 


through,  compactly  furnished,  without  being  cktddv,  as  he 
is  stylish  in  his  appearance,  with  a  capital  coat  and  a  firm 
touch."  At  the  first  of  those  so-called  "  periodical  sales" 
at  Hereford,  immediately  following  the  show,  Stanvsy 
reached  the  top  figure  of  the  day,  190  gs.,  at  which  pnce 
he  was  booked  to  a  Mr.  Child ;  but  we  took  the  Ubert; 
of  doubting  the  genuine  character  of  the  transaction,  u  it 
now  appears  the  bill  was  bought  in,  and  since  sold  to  Sir 
Joseph  Bailey,  whose  people  have  brought  him  out  ai 
blooming  as  ever.  Prince  Leopold  has  also  consider- 
ably improved,  and  it  is  difficult  to  understand  how  he 
could  ever  have  been  placed  second  to  auchananimsl 
as  Stow ;  while  we  testified  to  the  great  merit  of 
the  Welsh  bull.  Sir  John  the  Third,  when  he  woi 
at  Taunton,  as  full  of  style  and  quality,  with 
by  good  site  and  a  great  back,  a  very  orthodox 
coat,  the  activity  of  a  kitten,  and  the  courage  of  a  bull- 
dog.  The  weather,  or  the  heat,  however,  would  seem  to 
have  told  on  Sir  John,  as  he  was  by  no  means  so  livdj 
out  as  on  his  first  appearance.  With  Stow  as  the  reserre 
number,  there  was  nothing  else  very  particular  in  ths 
class  of  old  bulls,  where  the  award,  however  correct,  loob 
to  read  a  little  awkward  in  one  way.  Stanway  is  entered 
as  4  years  9  months  2  weeks  and  6  days  old,  whereas  by 
the  Herrford  Herd  Book  he  was  calved  on  September 
11th,  1864,  80  that  he  is  just  a  year  older  thsn  sUted. 
On  the  turf  a  horse  whose  age  is  wrongly  given  would  be 
at  once  disqualified,  and  if  Stanway 's  age  were  alsownmglj 
given  in  the  judges'  books,  some  inquiry  must  be  in- 
stituted, or  we  shall  soon  drift  into  a  false  state 
of  things;  for  if  Herd  Books,  either  public  or  pnwte, 
be  of  any  use,  nothing  is  of  more  importance  tlunthat 
certainty  of  information  in  this  way  should  be  insisted 
on.  Prince  Albert  Edward,  a  very  amart,  stylish  two- 
year-old,  particularly  good  to  meet,  was  a  long  way  the 
best  of  his  dass,  which  was  otherwise  but  moderate,  al- 
though Mr.  Baldwin  got  out  of  the  merely  commended 
Lord  Ashford  at  90  gs.,  with  Australia  as  his  destioy. 
Trojan,  the  best  yearling,  and  alwaya  a  fancy  ofoorj. 
made  no  more  than  this  figure,  for  the  same  country,  al- 
though a  very  showey  bull  out,  if  not  so  good  to  the  band 
or  square  in  his  quarters,  but  still,  with  Mr.  Evans  oat  of 
the  way,  clearly  thebest  of  his  year.  Then  Mr.  Tudge  wUl 
ship  off  from  this  meeting  the  prize  heifers.  Silver  Star, 
Sultana,  and  Lady  Bradon,  at  an  average  of  about  100  p. 
each.  It  will  be  seen  that  my  Lady  waa  just  beaten  agam 
here,  but  by  aheifer  of  Mr.  Fenn's,  which,  although  entered, 
was  not  sent  to  Taunton ;  while  Sunbeam,  the  first  at  Taun- 
ton, was  here  only  third.  But  it  was  a  very  excellent  dbss, 
with  so  many  superior  heifers  in  it,  that  putting  them  abont 
a  little  was  scarcely  to  be  wondered  at,  and  the  judges  de- 
servedly commended  the  whole  entry,  thus  confirming  what 
we  said  of  many  of  the  same  animals  when  we  saw  them  sfew 
weeks  since  in  the  West— "the  capital  show  of  yearhog 
heifers  was  about  the  best  lot  of  Hercfords  we  have  seen 
got  together  in  one  class  for  many  a  day.  ^^^  |°^ 
were  probably  too  much  for  the  judges,  forsmsrt,  blood- 
like, and  wealthy  as  is  Mr.  Thomas's  Sunbesm,  ^^ 
were  many  would  have  it  Mr.  Allen's  second  from  Mr. 
Rogers,  of  the  Grove,  was  a  better,  or  Mr.  Mges 
highly-commended  Lady  Brandon  better  than  either  of 
those  placed  before  her."  Mr.  Allen's  heifer  was  too  old 
for  the  ckss  at  Oxford,  and  the  others  changed  about  as 
we  have  noticed.  The  winner,  Leonora  2nd,  ^  "* 
hibited  in  pairs  with  Mr.  Penn's  other  show  heiar, 
Duchess  of  Bedford  6th,  at  Hereford  last  autumn,  and 
placed  second  to  a  brace  from  Bicton,  when  wc  thus  pro- 
tested against  the  award:  "With  the  pain  of  yesrUng 
heifers  it  was  a  very  close  thing  between  the  first  and 
second,  and  for  choice  we  should  take  Mr.  Fenn's  two  as 
promisingto  grow  into  most  money.  They  are  more  room^ 
and  have  quite  as  much  fashion  as  the  Bicton  oonple,  an 
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the  second  was  no  doubt  a  mistake."  As  two-year-olds 
Silrer  diarand  Livia  were  again  first  and  second,  but  again 
with  no  competition ;  and  Silver  Star,  who  has  lost  mnch 
of  her  early  form,  is  well  quit  of  at  anything  like  a  price. 
It  is  a  question,  indeed,  if  the  best  of  all  the  heifera  were 
not  Mr.  Efana'  calf,  which  wins  decidedly  enough  in  a 
nerertheless  admirable  baby  show :  she  is  so  straight, 
so  clean,  and  so  handsome,  without  being  overdone  with 
mother's  milk,  and  needs  only  110^  to  be  spoiled  to  eclipse 
eren  the  fame  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  from  the  same 
smtU  bat  rapidly  advancing  herd.  Mr.  Thomas  had  also 
uother  place  on  the  prias  list  with  another  daughter  of 
Sir  John,  and  Mr.  Arkwright  a  nice  stylish  heifer  that 
we  should  have  been  inclined  to  make  '*  next  best."  But 
there  were  younger  Hereford  ealves  even  than  these  ou 
view,  and  the  best  cow,  Mr.  Rogers'  Silk,  went  into 
the  ring  with  one  at  her  side  only  one  hour  or  so  old,  for 
this  was  dropped  just  as  the  busmess  of  the  day  began.  It 
would  have  fa«en  hard,  indeed,  under  such  circumstances, 
if  the  old  lady  had  not  won,  what  with  her  fine  character 
aod  splendid  forehand,  if  she  be  growing  a  little  gaudy  be- 
hind; hot  then  ahe  is  close  upon  eight  years  old, 
sad  with  the  beat  possible  proof  of  being  still  in 
bfceding  condition.  The  class  was  altogether  a  good  one, 
ud  Lizae,  another  dowager  who  did  so  well  at  Taunton, 
could  now  get  no  higher  than  a  commendation.  Another 
good  sign  is  the  fact  of  there  being  so  many  fresh  faces  in 
the  entiy,  and  with  a  passing  word  for  Mr.  Taylor's 
straight,  happily-named  Oxford  Lad,  we  may  record  the 
Herefords  as  fast  regaining  their  proper  position  as  show 
stock.  Some  further  proof  might  be  offered  in  the  readi- 
ness  with  which  the  whitefaces  were  selling.  Thus  beyond 
the  porcbases  we  have  mentioned,  Mr.  Fenn*s  first  prize 
jearling  made  80  gs.,  as  did  Mr.  Thomas'  third  prize ; 
while  Messrs.  Hill  and  Fenn's  bull  calves  went  at  60  gs. 
each. 

Ihe  Bevons,  with  certain  exceptions  here  and  there 
are  in  small  force  this  year,  despite  the  very  liberal  com- 
mendations with  which  the  judges  illustrated  their 
twtfds.  They  commended  whole  classes,  although  some 
of  then  were  very  moderately  filled  up.  Of  the  two 
classes  of  older  bulls  Lord  Falmouth's  is  the  only  animal 
of  really  fine  Devon  character ;  and  in  the  two  younger 
elissei  Mr.  James  Davy's  entries  are  a  long  way  the  best 
on  the  same  showing.  Then  the  Flitton  yearling  heifer 
Temptress  2nd  was^  as  at  Taunton,  the  pick  and  pride  of  all 
the  Derons,  and  no  doubt  one  of  the  very  best  of  all  the 
laimals  of  any  sort  shown  at  Oxford ;  but  the  compe- 
tition was  not  extraordinary,  and  so  the  judges  com- 
mended the  class.  Old  Actress  waa  not  sent,  and  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Exeter,  accordingly  succeeded  to  the  first  place  j 
hat  not  without  a  bit  of  a  bother  over  it  Musk,  it  seems, 
was  entered  at  Taunton  as  bred  by  Mr.  ShapUnd,  and  at 
Oxford  aa  bred  by  Mr..Smith,and  naturally  an  objection  was 
^ged.  On  investigation,  it  appeara  that  Mr.  Smith  had 
written  his  own  name  on  the  wrong  line  in  the  entry 
paper,  and  the  award  was  not  over-ruled,  although  peo- 
ple in  this  respect  cannot  be  too  particular.  There 
were  some  very  creditable  cows  at  the  back  of  Musk ; 
bnt  nothing  so  remarkable  as  the  prize  list  and  its  elabo- 
ration would  imply  ;  while  the  heifers  in  milk  with 
I'retty  Maid,  as  the  best  of  them  were  "  ordinary  enough 
aAer  what  I  have  been  accustomed  to,"  as  the  gentle- 
man said  of  his  second  wife.  It  was  much  the  same 
at  Manchester  ;  and,  notwithstanding  his  prime  roosting 
pieces  and  repute  with  the  west- end  butcher,  the  Devon, 
as  dinners' stock,  looks  to  be  losing  ground.  We  are 
aware  that  we  speak  under  correction  in  saying  so  much, 
^Z^  ^  ^^  authority  than  The  Times  deckres  "  that  the 
Devon  catUe  were  never  better  than  at  the  present  show." 
Bat,  then.  The  Timet  has  clearly  peculiar  sources  of  in- 
formstion,  for  beyond  intimating  that  Mr.  Walter  Fkr- 


thing  should  have  taken  all  the  first  prizes,  our  contem- 
porary points  the  argument  in  this  way:  "Lord  Fal- 
mouth's  first  prize  two-year-old  bull,  Napier,  bred  by  Mr. 
Walter  Earthmg,  and  Mr.  Walter  Farthing's  second  prize 
bull.  Sir  George,  are  specially  grand  animals."  This 
reads  prettily  enough,  "  especially"  for  Mr.  Walter  Far- 
thing ;  but  it  will  scarcely  be  credited  that  in  a  report 
publiahed  so  long  after  the  opening  of  the  meeting  as 
Friday  the  writer  cannot  actually  follow  the  prize  list. 
Lord  Falmouth's  bull  was  certainly  first,  as  he  is  one  of 
the  best  bulls  of  his  time,  but  his  name  is  noi  Napier, 
and  he  was  bred  by  Lord  Falmouth,  and  noi  by  Mr. 
Walter  Farthing,  whose  "  specially  grand  animal"  is,  for 
true  Devon  character,  not  to  be  named  in  the  same  street 
with  the  other,  as,  in  fact,  he  could  not  even  get  second 
to  Narcissus  in  Cornwall.  No  wonder  that  The  Timu 
finds  the  Royal  meeting  to  be  growing  too  big,  after  duch 
a  specimen  of  dealing  with  it  as  this  I 

The  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  polls  reached  to  some  twenty 
odd  animals  in  three  classes ;  but,  the  show  if  small  was 
good ;  while  some  previous  decisions  were  occasionally 
upset.  Thus,  Mr.  Benjamin  Brown's  Norfolk  Duke,  a 
bull  uniting  size  with  quality,  beat  as  it  seemed  to  us 
very  deservedly,  Mr.  Colman's  Cherry  Duke,  that 
at  the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  shows,  had  all  the  best  of  it. 
Amongst  the  cows  again,  Mr.  B.  Brown's  "  beautiful" 
Duchess,  which  was  thought  so  much  of  at  Sudbury, 
succumbed  to  Sprightlv  ;  although,  on  their  previously 
meeting,  it  had  been  all  the  other  way.  The  best  of  all 
the  polU,  however,  at  Harleston,  Mr.  Hammond's  cow, 
Butler,  was  along  way  the  best  of  all  here,  and  Butter- 
cup, the  best  heifer,  is  a  daughter  of  Butler,  so  that  it  all 
proved  well  enough ;  and  the  red  polls  made  up  an  ex- 
hibition quite  encouraging  enough  for  the  breeders  to  go 
on,  especially  in  these  times  when  so  miich  attention  is 
being  paid  to  the  production  of  milk.        .  < 

In  ftct,  whether  we  touch  on  the  seaboard  or  not,  a 
very  growing  feature  in  the  proceedinga  of  the  national 
Society  is  the  section  devoted  to  a  display  of  Channel  Is- 
land milkers.  These  animals  may  be  classified  as  of  three 
kinds — stock  bred  in  Jersey,  stock  bred  in  Guernsey,  and 
Jerseys  bred  in  England.  Of  these  varieties  the 
Jersey  natives  have  no  question  the  call,  as  the  Guernseys 
are  coarser  and  pkiner,  and  Jerseys  bred  in  England  are 
apt  to  lose  much  of  their  fine  purity  of  character.  We 
were  especially  struck  with  thu  at  Mr.  Daunccy's  sale, 
where  his  large  whole-coloured  cows  looked  to  have 
graduallv  got  far  away  from  the  original  type  of  Jersey 
cow,  as  it  is  noticeable,  notwithstanding  the  prices  they 
made,  that  the  Horwood  stock  has  since  been  continually 
beaten  on^the  show-ground.  In  fact,  they  did  more  at  Ox- 
ford than  they  have  ever  done  elsewhere.  Thus  the  first 
prize  Channel  cow  was  Mr.  Pulley's  Vixen,  a  fawn  bred 
by  Mr.  Dauncey,  and  purchased  at  his  sale  for  80  gs.,  and 
she  well  deserved  her  place,  for  she  shows  more  refine- 
ment of  breeding,  and  has  less  reason  to  depend  upon 
mere  size  than  the  generality  of  "  Buckiughamshire 
Aldemeys."  The  second  prize  cow,  a  native  Jersey, 
presents  at  something  the  same  age — seven  years  or  so — 
a  very  different  appearance,  being  all  hips,  bones,  and 
bag.  But  Floribrindus  has  been  a  very  famous  cow  in 
her  own  country,  where,  as  a  prize  winner,  she  has 
reached  the  highest  price  ever  given  on  the  Island  for  a 
milking  cow — viz.,  80  gs.,  precisely  the  sum  paid  by  Mr. 
Pulley  for  Vixen,  although  others  at  Horwood  went  for 
even  longer  prices.  There  waa  a  capital  Guernsey  in  this 
class,  exhibited  by  Mr.  James,  bred  by  Mr.  Le  Page,  and 
commended  by  the  judges  \  while  Mr.  Gilbey  sent  some 
of  his  crack  Dauncey  tribe,  that  commanded  no  attention 
whatever.  There  were  some  very  capital  cows  in  the 
class,  and  a  still  better  lot  of  heifers,  where  public 
opinion  did  not  go  altogether  with  the  judges.    Thus, 
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•IthoQgh  they  took  one  of  Mr.  Gaadin's  heifen  for 
first,  and  a  particnlarlj  good  Gnerntey  for  second,  they 
did  not  make  the  most  money.  Mr.  Hnyshe  sold  his 
Guernsey  well,  as  it  was  thought,  for  £40,  whereas  Mr. 
Middleton  made  140  gs.  for  a  couple  of  merely  commended 
fnwns,  and  we  certainly  thought  Ringlet  the  sweetest 
looking  thing  of  the  lot ;  but  the  judges  objected  to  her 
as  not  showing  sufficient  milking  power  or  promise.  In 
the  milking  cows  of  all  kinds  the  Cutteslowe  Aldemeys 
did  better,  the  two  couples  taking  a  second  prize  and 
high  commendation,  being  only  beaten  by  Mr.  Statter's 
brace  of  Ayrshires,  one  of  which  was  a  very  perfect 
specimen  of  her  sort.  Brittany  Shorthorn,  Guernsey, 
"nearly"  Shorthorn,  and  very  highly-bred  Shorthorn 
competed  here ;  but  the  Ayrshires  and  the  Jerseys  had 
palpably  the  best  of  it.  There  was  another  very  mixed 
company  of  "  Other  Established  Breeds,"  wherein  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham  showed  a  veiy  magnificent  specimen 
of  the  Longhoro,  and  Mr.  Tildeu  Smith  two  of  his  neat 
Sussex  cows.  Then  there  were  black  Scotch  polls,  Kerrys, 
and  few  more  Longhoms,  and  above  all  a  cross  t  None 
of  these  were  of  anjr  great  mark,  while  they  ran  in  all, 
bulls  and  cows,  to  just  a  couple  of  dozen.  In  fact,  it 
was  more  of  an  Old  Curiosity  Shop  than  anything  else. 

The  average  excellence  of  the  Oxford  sheep  show  was 
undoubtedly  very  high,  although  its  main  strength  rested 
rather  on  more  recent  additions  to  the  prize-sheet,  like 
the  Shropshires  and  Oxfords,  than  on  any  very  remark- 
able merit  in  the  old-established  breeds  of  Leicesters  and 
Southdowns.  Nevertheless,  nearly  all  the  leading  flocks 
were  represented  in  the  opening  section  of  thoroughbred 
longwools,  where  the  Turners,  father  and  son,  Colonel 
Inge's  Executors,  Mr.  Cresswell,  Mr.  Sanday,  -Mr.  Hut- 
chinson, Mr.  Spencer,  and  Mr.  Borton  had  entries.  The 
shearling  rams  were  not  particularly  good,  nor  particu- 
larly well  judged,  Mr.  Borton's  first  being  weak  in  his 
neck,  deficient  in  his  thighs,  and  at  best  but  a  delicate 
flash  sheep ;  while  the  second  prize,  from  Thorpe  Gon- 
stantiue,  is  quite  the  other *s  equal  in  other  respects,  with- 
out the  weak  places  so  apparent  in  the  winner.  About 
the  best  sheep,  however,  of  the  class  is  Mr.  Hutchinson's 
reserve,  uniting  as  he  does  fine  quality  with  great  strength 
of  constitution  and  a  large  amount  of  natural  flesh ;  some 
further  proof  of  his  worth  being  shown  in  the  fact  of  this 
being  about  the  first  sheep  let — to  Mr.  John  Booth,  of 
Killerby.  It  is  only  fair  to  add  that  the  fourth  shearling 
is  by  Blair  Athol,  a  ram  of  Mr.  Borton 's  breeding.  The 
Borton  Blue  Cap,  a  three-shear,  still  wearing  well, 
and  a  wonderfully  good  sheep,  has  long  been  winning 
about  Yorkshire,  as  well  as  at  the  Royal  Jileetings, 
and  no  doubt  he  was  once  more  the  best  of  his 
class ;  but  the  pkcing  of  .the  second  is  not  so  clear,  as, 
for  constitution  and  character,  we  should  prefer  Mr. 
George  Turner,  Jun.,  with  his  old  ram  put  in  as  the 
reserve,  or  Mr.  Sandoy's  third,  the  crack  shearb'ng  of  last 
season.  In  fact,  Mr.  Borton  looked  to  get  more  than 
his  fair  share  of  success  in  these  two  classes.  The  win- 
wing  pen  of  ewes  are  a  very  sweet,  sorty  lot,  and  Mr. 
Hmtchinson  next,  like  his  rams  commendable  for  size  and 
constitution,  as  they  are  also  of  the  same  blood,  by  Blair 
Athol.  There  were  some  other  creditable  entries  of 
Leicesters ;  but  the  Ravenstone  flock  has  manifestly  gone 
back,  for  the  specimens  exhibited  here  looked  more 
like  rough  Irish  sheep  than  the  smart  fashionable  type 
which  has  so  long  been  regarded  as  the  pure  Leicester 
model. 

It  sounds  strangely  enough  that  at  a  great  Ox- 
fordshire gathering  the  chief  honours  for  Cotswold 
sheep  should  be  taken  by  a  Norfolk  breeder.  But  so 
it  was  ;  for  the  big  Hill  men  still  hold  aloof,  in 
dread  as  it  would  seem  of  the  shearing  inspector.  The 
Marham  shearling,  however,  is  a  very  handsome  sample 


of  his  kind,  with  a  good  fleeee,  a  ime  frame,  vA  t  capital 
countenance ;  while  his  lineage  goes  directly  to  the  Cots- 
wolds,  the  lire  having  been  taken  from  Mr.  Bobert 
Game's  flock  at  120  gs.  At  the  Harleaton  meeting,  the 
only  occasion  on  which  he  has  previously  been  exhibited, 
this  ram  received  an  accumulation  of  prizes  as  the  best 
of  all  the  longwools.  Mr.  Lane*s  sheep  show  a  deal  of 
breeding,  if  perhaps  without  the  weight  of  some  of  the 
others;  while  the  Gillette  had  some  great  grand  animals 
in  the  class,  which  still  for  a  Royal  manifesto  was 
respectable,  and  nothing  more.  The  awards  over,  the  old 
rams  were  anything  but  well  received,  it  being  maintained 
with  some  emphasis  how  there  were  better  sheep  in  the 
dass  than  any  of  the  three  which  took  the  prizes,  or  were 
even  commended  by  the  judges.  The  first  is  a  stjlisb, 
showy  sheep,  but  faulty  forward,  and  not  very  good 
in  his  touch ;  nor  did  the  mutton  of  the  second  or  third 
prove  well  to  the  hand.  The  Marham  Royal  prize  sheep 
of  two  years  past  was  quite  overlooked,  and  the  Hill  men 
proclaimed  almost  with  one  voice  that  Mr.  Robert  Garae 
had  far  away  for  breed,  symmetry,  and  quality  the  best 
of  the  entry.  The  Gillett  ewes  were  great  and  good,  snd 
there  were  local  premiums  which  produced  some  voy 
limited  and  moderate  competition.  It  is,  indeed,  a  s&g- 
gestive  fact  that  in  five  dasses  of  Cotawolds  the  judges 
only  appended  in  all  two  commendations  to  the  sctoal 
awards. 

Of  Lincolns  there  was  but  a  short  show,  some  thirty 
entries  or  so  in  three  classes,  but  with  some  very  good 
sheep  amongst  them,  more  especially  in  the  old  class  of 
rams,  where  Mr.  Dudding  had  two  really  admirable  sheep, 
alike  to  be  prized  for  fieece  and  form.  The  Bramstoa 
flock  is  losing  its  lead  here,  but  Mr.  Cartwright  main- 
tains his  repute  with  two  pens  of  honestly  good  ewes. 
The  Rylands  and  other  long-wools  ran  up  to  foar  exhi- 
bitors and  five  entries  in  three  classes,  Mr.  Lynn  winning 
where  there  was  any  competition  with  a  Leiccstcr-Iincoln 
or  a  Lincoln-Leicester,  or  some  such  "  other  long-wool ;" 
though  TAe  Times  refers  to  the  Stroxton  sheep  as  "  a 
specimen  of  the  Ryland." 

"The  Oxford  Down  breeders  are  evidently  holding  back 
the  strength  of  their  hands  for  Oxford,  for  which  meeting 
there  is  an  extraordinary  entry,  one  man  having,  as  it  is 
said,  between  twenty  and  thirty  nominations  in  the  shear- 
ling class."  It  was  thus  that  we  wrote  some  six  weeks 
since  in  our  report  of  the  Bath  and  West  of  England 
show ;  and  certainly  there  was  an  extraordinary  entry  at 
Oxford,  in  all  of  one  hundred  and  eleven  pens ;  while  Mr. 
Wallis  sent  in  from  Shifford  twenty  shearlings,  five  old 
rams,  and  two  pens  of  ewes,  with  which  he  took  aU  the 
chief  prizes.  Of  course  there  never  was  such  a  display 
of  this  breed,  and  if  the  Oxford  show  had  any  specialty 
as  being  held  in  Oxford,  it  was  the  show  of  Oxford  sheep; 
while  the  moral  of  this  lesson  is  that  the  breeders  are 
gradually  going  away  from  the  model  they  began  with 
some  years  since,  and  getting  more  and  more  to  Down 
type  in  appearance  and  Down  character  of  wool.  The 
first  prize  sheep  perhaps  scarcelv  show  this  so  mnch  as 
some  others,  preserving  something  of  a  happy  medinm 
between  the  original  standard  of  an  Oxfordshire  and  the 
refinement  carried  out  in  later  years.  We  are  speaking 
here  more  especially  to  the  shearling  class,  where  in  some 
contrast  to  those  above  him,  the  third  prize  ram  from 
Maisey  Hampton  takes  strongly  after  the  latest  fashion. 
Amongst  the  old  sheep  the  three  prizes  all  smack  more  of 
the  Down  than  anything  else ;  while  Mr.  Gillett,  of  C^C 
shows  a  couple  of  animals  that  tell  more  of  what  the  Cn- 
fordshire  sheep  once  was,  but  these  were  put  aside  with- 
out any  notice  from  the  judges;  whereas  Mr.  Treadwell« 
good  pen  of  ten  ewes,  which  took  a  prize,  also  inclined  to 
the  old  sort.  Mr.  Wallis'  big  prize  ewes,  some  with  not 
very  prime   legs  of  mutton,  were  again  more  «  > 
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meJnzm;  and  Mr.  Milton  DraceV  second  best  were 
quite  of  Down  character,  very  handsome  and  neat,  ss  a 
photograph  was  Uiktn.  of  one  of  the  ewes  as  a  proper  sheep 
hr  the  side  of  Mrs.  Millington's  prize  cnp,  so  that  we  may 
infer  from  this  the  kind  of  sheep  which  flock- 
masters  should  carry  in  their  eye  when  engaged  on  the 
nice  art  of  breeding  an  Oxford  Down.  The  awards, 
bverer,  were  very  well  receiyed,  and  one  of  the  judges, 
Mr.  Henry  Oyerman,  backed  his  opinion  by  takLg  the 
first  prize  shearling  ram  at  50  gs.  for  the  season.  This 
is  a  yery  cleyer  aheep,  full  of  muscle,  with  a  famous  leg  of 
matton,  and  far  better  than  the  second  which  begins  with 
a  poor  mean  head,  and  is  hardly  the  second  best  sheep  of 
the  dass,  aaye  from  his  being  of  the  same  sort.  The  best 
old  ram,  a  Boyal  winner  Ust  year,  is  of  a  fljeat  size,  with 
a  breadth  of  bade  that  is  almost  unsightly,  and  as  he 
cannot  walk  it  looks  as  if  they  had  quite  oyer-topped 
hiffl.  This  was  in  many  ways  a  yery  difficult  section  to 
prop^ly  appraise,  for  there  are  still  so  many  yarieties 
exhibited ;  whilat  the  judges  certainly  did  not  hold  alto- 
gether to  one  particular  line,  and  the  shearing  inspectors 
interfered,  although  we  did  not  see  their  condemnations, 
as  they  should  haye  been,  hoisted  up.  Mr.  Treadwell, 
however,  was  again  in  the  black  list,  as  this  time  we  hear 
he  is  prepared  with  plenty  of  evidence  to  proye  that  his 
sheep  were  fairly  shorn  whateyer  the  authorities  may 
declare  to  the  contrary.  Mr.  Milton  Druce,  indeed,  sent 
in  again  two  or  three  of  the  ewes  put  out  at  Taunton,  and 
in  fresh  company  these  managed  to  pass  "  undetected." 

"  They  feeid  so  as  to  keep  the  touch  true,  they  shear  and 
trim  10  as  to  keep  the  coat  right  and  the  frame  correct, 
and  they  draw  them  for  show  uniform  in  character 
and  all  If  ith  just  the  same  points  developed.  How  then 
can  yoQ  expect  to  beat  Lord  WalsLogham  P"  So  said  a 
looker  on  at  Oxford,  and  of  coarse  there  was  no  beating 
Lord  Wakingham,  who  took  all  the  prizes  for  rams  and 
the  first  prize  for  ewes  with  the  only  pen  he  entered. 
Bat  the  Merton  shearlings,  though  neat  and  smart,  were  by 
no  means  so  good  as  at  Manchester^  as  they  did 
not  show  so  much  breediog  and  quality,  while 
they  occasionally  lacked  size.  Still  so  even  was  the  lot 
that  the  only  discnssion  was  as  to  which  was  really  the 
best,  many  preferring  the  second,  although  the  first  looks 
to  be  alike  the  heayier  and  handsomer  of  the  two.  After 
Lord  Walsingham  comes  not  the  deluge  but  Mr.  Bigden ; 
and  this  brings  na  to  a  point  especially  pertaining  to  onr- 
lelres.  In  the  report  of  the  Taunton  Meeting  we  were  bold 
enoogh  to  say  that  "the  Sussex  breeders  fairly  stood 
aghast  oyer  the  capricious  and  altogether  inexplicable 
resding  of  a  Southdown,  as  here  delivered.  First  of  all 
the  ixkogn  took  a  Tery  neat,  true  shearlingf  from  Bockland, 
and  this  they  placed  first.  They  next  selected  a  sonr- 
headed,  lop-eared  animal,  as  all  over  one  of  the  worst 
sheep  the  Heaamans  have  ever  entered,  and  this  they 
phieed  second  i  and  then  thqr  commended  and  highly 
commended  three  rams  of  Mr.  Bigden's,  standing  dose 
along-side,  any  one  of  which  for  Down  character,  atyle, 
or  quality,  waa  better  than  the  second  prize.  In  &ct, 
Mr.  Rigden  should  have  been  first,  if  not  first  and  second, 
aad  after  him  Sir  William  Throckmorton.  All  the  Heas- 
mani'  aheep  were  below  their  standard."  Whereupon 
Mr.  Francis  Bndd,  one  of  the  short-wool  judges  at  Taun- 
tcn.  wrote  politely  in  this  strain :  "  Had  the  remarks  in 
yoor  paper  emanated  from  a  person  who  resdly  nndex- 
ttood  what  a  sheep  should  be*' — ^how  "  it  was  a  burlesque 
for  perMBs  who  have-no  experience  to  impugn  the  judg- 
ment of  men  who  if  they  do  not,  ought  to  know  something 
*hoat  their  business,"  and  so  forth.  In  answer  we  had 
only  to  hope  *'  that  all  these  Sonthdown  sheep  might 
come  together  at  Oxford,"  where  Mr.  Bndd  might  learn 
umethug  firom  m^  who  "  know  something  about  their 
**"""—  "    And  they  came  together  again  here,  and  all 


bnsinesa." 


that  Mr.  Budd  did  at  Taunton  was  wrong,  and  all  that 
we  wrote  of  the  Sonthdownsat  Tannton  was  right.  Had 
not  Lord  Walsingham  exhibited  Mr.  Bigden  would  have 
beaten  both  Sir  Bobert  Throckmorton  and  the  Heaamans, 
for  Mr.  Bigden  was  Mffhly  commended  and  the  other 
two  merely  commended  with  the  same  sheep  exhibited  in 
the  West.  Of  course  there  is  only  one  question  more 
to  be  settled,  and  that  is  whether  such  men  as  Mr. 
Logar  and  Mr.  Henry  Fookes  can  be  considered  to 
know  as  mnch  about  the  business  of  judging  a  Sonth- 
down as  Mr.  Francis  Budd,  of  Hatch  Warrsen,Basingatoke? 
We  proteated  as  strongly  against  the  award  in  the  old 
ram  class  at  Taunton,  where  they  put  in  as  second  prize 
one  of  the  worst  sheep  in  the  entry,  and  put  out  a  famous 
sheep  of  Sir  Bobert  Throckmorton's.  Unfortnnateir, 
although  entered.  Lord  Portsmouth  did  not  send  No.  B, 
the  second  prize  at  Tannton,  on  to  Oxford ;  while  Sir 
Bobert  Throckmorton,  of  course,  in  a  far  better  class  took 
the  second  prize !  We  were  subjected  to  some  moat 
amusing  abuse  from  Mr.  Budd  for  the  tone  in  which  we 
spoke  of  the  Sonthdown  judging  at  the  West  of  England 
^ow ;  but  had  we  to  write  onr  report  oyer  again,  we 
should  of  course  only  protest  still  more  strongly  against 
the  very  monstrous  mistakes  made  at  that  meeting. 
People  had  certainly  never  heard  mnch  previously  of  Mr. 
Bndd  as  a  Southdown  judge,  but  how  Mr.  Woods  oame 
to  commit  himself  in  this  way  is  quite  inexplicable. 
Mr.  Bigden's  good  old  sheep  has  broken  down  in  the 
interim,  and  he  reached  no  higher  than  the  reserve  here ; 
and  Lord  Walsingham's  first,  the  second  shearling  at 
Manchester,  has  also  gone  in  his  hocks,  or  he  is  otherwise 
far  away  the  best  of  all  the  rams,  having  grown  in  to  a 
really  grand  but  still  very  bloodlike  sheep.  Mr. 
Humphrey  from  Suffolk  and  Lord  Sondes  from  Norfolk 
showed  some  very  neat  rams  in  both  classes,  but  like  the 
Duke  of  Bichmond  they  lack  the  size  and  spread  to 
contend  against  Lord  W^singham,  Mr.  Woods,  and  Mr. 
Day.  On  these  conditions,  and  these  only,  the  Merton 
ewes  also  won ;  but  they  were  mere  butche?s  sheep  eom- 
pared  either  to  the  Duke's  or  Mr.  Bigden's  lively,  beautiful, 
bloodlike  pens,  where  the  very  heads  and  eyes  of  either  lot 
should  have  been  aufficient  to  give  them  the  call.  And  it 
is  into  these  pens  after  all  that  we  must  look  very  mnch  for 
true  breeding  and  fine  character.  Lord  Walsingham's  are 
heavy,  meaty,  useful  animals :  the  Goodwood  and  the 
Hove  ewes  veritable  little  ladies,  against  whom  it  must 
haye  gone  to  the  heart  of  a  judge  to  array  himself.  In 
any  company  his  Grace's  pen  could  hardly  have  been 
second  beat. 

There  were  precisely  as  many  entries  of  Shropshires  as 
of  Oxfordshire  Downs,  but  the  class  of  shearling  Shrop- 
shires reached  to  close  upon  eighty  sheep,  which  took 
close  upon  four  honrs  in  judging.  There  is  still  a  very 
strong  mdination  observable  here,  too,  for  Southdown  type 
and  short  wool,  but  the  large  show  in  the  younger  elass 
was  generalQT  of  a  better  character  than  that  got  together 
at  Manchester  last  year.  There  were  a  number  of  deep- 
fleahed  heavy  animak  which  it  took  a  deal  of  time  to 
weed  out,  as  this  hard  labour  looked  to  be  very  con- 
scientiously nerformed.  The  first-prize  shearling  ram, 
shown  by  Mr.  Ck>xon,  of  Freeford,  is  a  very  neat  but 
rather  short  sheep,  with  deep  flesh  and  a  ffood  leg  of 
mutton  and  twist;  if  his  wool  might  be  taken  excep- 
tion to  as  too  open  and  not  quite  thickly  enough  set. 
Mr.  Mansell's  next  best,  is  a  very  handsome  one  of 
almost  too  fine  a  type,  with  a  beautiful  fleece  and  good 
mntton,  so  that  it  must  have  been  a  yery  dose  run  be- 
tween the  too ;  but  no  doubt  the  first-prize  sheep  has  the 
most  lean  fleah.  Mrs.  Beach's  was  another  very  taking 
sheep  at  first  sight,  but  he  could  not  move.  Of  a  yery 
different  order  of  merit  to  theae  prize  rams  were  the  four 
entries  from  Frodesley,  true  samples  of  the  sheep  once  in 
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favour  bat  now  gone  nearly  out  of  fashion ;  while  anything 
like  the  character  of  a  true  Shropshire,  either  ancient  or 
modem,  was  sadly  wanting  in  some  of  the  things  exhi- 
bited. The  old  class  of  rams  was  moderatdy  good, 
without  containing  auy  animal  of  extraordinary  merit. 
Probably  the  mellow  touch  and  beautiful  texture  of  wool 
caused  Mr.  Evans'  three-shear  to  be  preferred  to  Mrs. 
Beach's  two  very  good  sheep,  the  thirid  prize  being  a 
particularly  strong  useful  sheep,  with  plenty  of  firm  and 
natural  flesh.  By  way  of  a  contrast  to  what  they 
had  been  leaning  to  so  far,  the  judges  highly  commended 
a  ram  from  Mr.  Baker,  of  Atherstone,  of  just  the  good  old 
"  rent  paying"  stamp,  that  some  years  since  would  have 
stood  higher  on  the  list.  This  class,  however,  was  alto- 
gether a  difficult  or  a  delicate  one  to  judge,  for  the  first 
prize  sheep  was  bred  by  Mr.  Masfen,  one  of  the  judges, 
who,  we  hear,  retired  so  soon  as  he  recognized  the  ram. 
It  would  however  be  better,  if  possible,  that  the  Judges' 
Committee  should  avoid  any  recurrence  of  such  a  case,  as 
no  doubt  any  juiy  of  exhibitors  would  object  on  principle 
\o  a  judge  who  had  bred  any  horse,  bull,  or  sheep  he 
had  been  selected  to  act  over.  Then  last  year  Mr. 
Masfen,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Goxon,  put  Mrs.  Beach's 
third  Oxford  sheep  before  the  second,  as  the  third  let  last 
year  in  Birmingham  for  40  gs.,  and  the  one  put  over 
him  for  14  gs.;  while  Standard  Bearer  was,  we  be- 
lieve, sold  for  88  gs.  It  is  noticeable  that  whereas 
at  Manchester  none  of  the  judges  of  Shropshire  sheep 
were  breeders  of  Shropshires,  the  Council  have  now 
tdcen  the  three  judges  for  the  present  year  all  from  the 
the  same  county,  and  that  not  Shropshire;  though 
no  doubt  many  exhibitors  would  feel  better  satisfied  had 
known  good  judges  and  breeders  of  these  sheep  been 
taken,  one  for  one,  from  different  districts.  lYith  the 
lists  they  l|ave  to  choose  from,  aud  the  knowledge 
the  Council  should  have  of  these  mattefs,  some  of 
the  appointments  or  "sets"  of  judges  read  a  little 
strangely,  and  one  is  half  inclined  to  ask,  with 
Mr.  Middleton,  for  some  explanation  of  the  system. 
The  pens  of  Shropshire  ewes  did  not  run  to  a  very  strong 
class,  while  this  was  so  comically  appraised  as  to  de^ 
anything  like  criticism.  The  Judges  seemed  to  have 
utterly  abandoned  any  ''principle  which  they  might  so  far 
have  observed,  and  the  public  await  with  some  anxiety  the 
explanation  which  will  be  given  through  the  Society's 
JounuU.  At  Manehester  loud  were  the  murmurs  at  Lord 
Chesham's  Downs  getting  prizes,  and  at  Oxford  again  does 
the  Latimer  flock  win  in  a  cUss,  moreover  of  uQ  others, 
which  should  prove  breed.  There  were  twa  or  three 
cases  of  unfair  shearing  in  the  Shropshire  classes,  but  we 
never  saw  any  return  of  the  Inspectors  put  up. 

There  was  a  short  entry  of  Hampshires,  while  both  Mr. 
Kawlence  and  Mr.  Morison  have  shown  better  sheep  than 
they  had  here,  and  as  they  are  the  especial  champions  of 
the  breed,  a  conclusion  is  very  readily  arrived  at.  The 
Dorset  men  also  offered  a  very  poor  front  for  their  special 
daises,  there  being  in  all  only  a  dozen  entries  against 
thirty  at  l^ianton.  The  same  sheep  were  here  pretty 
much  in  the  same  pUuses,  although  it  was  discovered 
when  too  late  to  tutor  the  judges,  that  Mr.  Mayo's  other- 
wise big  useful  shearling  had  black  eyes  instead  of  white, 
and  that  his  horns  were  not  nearly  so  well  curled  as  they 
should  have  been.  And  here  again  of  course  arises  the 
qutstion  as  to  the  judges  duly  appointed  being  quite  up  to 
this  branch  of  their  business  ? 

The  nags  and  agrienltural  horses  were  judged  in  the 
same  ring,  with  a  rope  run  down  the  middle,  forming  a 
temporary  division,  as  at  Bory  St.  Kdmunds  and  other 
raeetings— «  very  good  plan,  if  a  rail  took  the  place 
of  the  rope.  To  the  Utter,  we  have  always  objected, 
as  being  dangerous  both  to  horses  and  riders,  or  more 
particolarly  to  foals.    It  was,  indeed,  almost  in  the  ad- 


joining meadow  that  we  saw  ConoUy,  the  jockey, 
&11  over  the  ropes  and  meet  with  his  death,  for  thii 
accident  ultimately  proved  the  cause  of  it ;  and  glad  wen 
we  to  see  Mr.  Robert  Leeds,  who  was  assistiog  in  the 
circle,  order  the  rope  to  be  removed  as  the  brood 
mares  and  foaLs  came  in,  although  for  the  time  this 
stayed  the  cart-horse  division  fhmi  proceeding  with 
their  work.  The  boxes  were  very  good,  but  if  i  little 
more  attention  had  been  paid  to  the  ftttening,  Go-shesd's 
foal  would  not  have  been  injured  by  the  end  of  a  laige 
projecting  screw.  In  other  respects  the  management  of 
the  ring  and  the  telegraph  board  was  commendable,  bat 
the  fashion  of  allowing  the  little-great  with  their  pitifiil 
satellites  to  intrude  and  exhibit  themselves  in  the  ring  as 
they  did  on  Tuesday,  and  with  their  broad  weU-stoffed 
carcases  to  impede  the  view  of  memben,  and  those  thit 
pay  and  come  long  distances  to  see  hones,  is  a  monstroas 
abuse,  or,  perhaps,  rather  impertinence.  Some  of  these 
intrnden  were  the  representatives  of  county  families,  and 
very  good  people,  too,  in  their  proper  places,  but  who, 
when  forcing  themselves  into  the  ring  where  they  hare  no 
right  to  be,  remind  one  more  of  "pushing  young  personi" 
in  some  business  concern  than  men  who  should  be  pos- 
sessed of  that  gentlemanly  feeling,  devoid  of  sdfiihneas, 
that  kept  hundreds  of  their  snperiora  on  the  outride  cf 
the  ring.  It  would  be  as  well,  we  think,  if  some  of  these 
great  men  would  recollect  that,  like  many  big  horses, 
they  have  nothing  to  commend  them,  not  even  their  size, 
and  BO  keep  their  places.  "  Manners,  you  baste !"  shoots  t 
groom  in  charge  of  a  thorough-bred  stallion,  who  comes 
plunging  out  of  his  box,  as  the  clock  strikes  eight,  and 
goes  rearing  and  neighing  into  the  ring,  regardless  of  his 
number  and  position,  like  the  perfect  gentleman  that  he 
is,  for  it  is  no  other  than  that  handsome  old  son  of 
Orlando,  The  Chevalier  d'Industrie,  from  Swaeliffe 
Paddocks.  Like  most  of  us,  the  Chevalier  is 
not  without  his  faults,  but  they  are  counterbsknced 
by  good  pointa  and  we  would  rather,  thoush  tiie  ddfeBov 
is  a  little  shrunk  since  we  last  saw  him,  have  the  &Toar 
of  sending  one  mare  to  him  than  for^  to  this  short, 
piS87t  wulSX  armed,  coachy-stepping,  Laughing  Stock,  with 
his  light  girth,  though  he  is  made  up  and  stuiTed  a  great 
deal  better  than  Dickens'  old  raven.  Grip.  Still  this  is 
altogether  a  capital  class  of  thorough-bred  stallioDs,  with 
thirteen  entries,  and  twelve  of  tiiem  before  the  jadges— 
the  absentee  being  Migor  Barlow's  Deerfoot,  the  hero  of 
Saffron  Walden  and  Sudbury.  That  brown,  with  the 
Roman  nose  and  aome what  of  the  Dutchman's  heed  sod 
middle,  is  Schiedam,  who  would  make  a  useful  connti; 
horse ;  while  the  pick  of  the  baaket  is  Knowsley,  with  a 
strain  of  Stockwell  and  Orlando  in  him,  and  a  veiy  com- 
paet  showy  animal,  if  those  strong  beefy  shoolders  are 
not  exactly  hunting*like  to  our  eye,  aa  for  his  top  we 
fimcy  those  arms  faU  off  a  bit  above  the  knee.  Other- 
wise you  might  trot  about  to  nunv  shows  before  70a  taw 
anjfthing  better  than  the  muscular  yellow  bsy.  lliea 
this  elegant  nice-topped  one,  rather  high  on  the  leg  and 
light  of  bone  for  a  hunter  sire  is  Lord  Portsmonth's 
Sydmonton,  a  fair  performer  on  the  turf,  but  out  of  hii 
element  here.  About  Lord  Craven's  BU^kdown  agiin 
there  is  something  taking,  but  his  forehand  wants  cor- 
recting; and  Redoubt,  though  neat,  with  length,  and  br 
Artilloy,  a  hunter  sire,  is  not  quite  so  himself,  thoogh 
still  a  useful  nag.  lliis  chesnut  is  Petruchio,  that  it  wonld 
be  love's  labour  lost  to  cross  with  Bonny  Kate,  the 
shrew,  or  anything  else,  whilst  possessed  of  soch  a  neck 
and  shoulden-^that  is  with  any  expectation  of  gettii^  * 
hunter.  The  great  and  grand-looking  horse,  with 
length  on  short  limbs,  but  rather  crooked  in  h» 
forelegs,  or  as  our  Norfolk  friend  calls  it,  "  crom;, 
thouffh  he  looks  like  carrying  Sir  Watkin,  snd  is  ooe 
of  the  most  powerful-looking   thonmgh-breds  we  re- 
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collect,  hu  hardly  quality   enoogh;    nevertheless  with 

woe  sets  of  judges,  those  lovers  of  an  eyefull,   who 

gsre  Sir  George  Cholmondely  Angdns  prize  after  prize, 

wf  thiok  General  Peel  might  have  stood  a  good  chance  of 

retoniing  to  Swadiffe  victorious.      Lord  Fitzharding's 

Commisaioner  is  of  fair  form,  but  there  is  not  much 

of  him,  while  Mr.  Casson,  the  owner  of  the  well-known 

prize  horse  Motley,  in  Sincerity  by  Red  Hart  has  a  very 

Qsefnl   country  horse,  if   his  shoulders  do  not   quite 

please  us  for  hunting  purposes ;  while  he  is  rather  shelly 

in  his  back,  and  his  limbs,  though  great,  are  fle&hy 

below  knee.    This  varmint  one-eyed  old  horse,  with  the 

leogthy  middle  on  the  short  leg,  who  is  trying  to  attract 

the  attention  of  the  judges  by  hammering  away  with  the 

stnngbalt  is  Simple  Simon,  whose  Truelove,  one  William, 

holds  out  at  Woodstock.     To  sum  up,  we  think  the 

tecond  and  third  places  might  have  been  better  filled,  and 

on  the  whole  that  it  was  more  of  a  coaching  than  a  hunting 

\erdtct.    Still  the  award  goes  quite  with  the  let  of  the 

Iste  Lord  Glasgow's  stallions  in  November,  when  Lord 

Norreys  took  Knowaley  at  820  guineas,  and  Mr.  Gulliver 

GeaenJ   Ped    at    600  guineas — ^the    two    top    prices. 

Knowsley  is  now  at  Tetsworth,  or  Ryecote,  where  Marsk, 

the  sire  of  Eclipse,  once  stood,  and  where  we  have  seen 

many  t  fox  found .     There  was  a  very  poor  show  of  roadster 

stallions,  with  the  exception  of  the  first  and  second,  Ambi- 

tioD  and  Sportsman,  who  are  as  well  known  in  the  ring  m 

prize  takers  as  the  High  Street  is  in  Oxford;  while  in  pony 

ataltioos  the  handsome  Perfection,  the  Islington  and  Sud- 

bary  prize  pony,  was  beaten  by  the  neat  good-stepping 

Islington  prize  cob.  Sir  George,  but  as  it  was  for  pony 

stallions  we  think  Perfection  answered  to  the  description 

the  best,  and  ought  to  have  won.    Now  we  come  to  the 

hanters  and  hackneys,  which,  vrith  the  exception  of  a 

prize  horse  here  and  there,  contributed  to  one  of  the 

greatest  failures  unce  that  of  Overend  and  Gurney.    How 

did  it  happen  P     Was  it  a  want  of  pluck  ?  for  many  did 

we  hear  say,  "Oh,  I  wish  I  had  sent  mine!"  or,  "I 

should  have  sent  old  so-and-so  if  I  had  known  there  had 

been  such  a  lot;    but  I  thought  this   and  I  thought 

that  were  coming,"  as  think  what  they  may,  the  show 

ia  this  respect  was  a  disgrace  to  the  county.     What 

wonld  that  tub  of  a  man  in  clerical  hunting  costume,  old 

gniff  Griff  Lloyd — so  well  known  in  Oxford  and  with  the 

Bicester  of  thirty  years  ago — ^have  thought  of  such  tin 

exhibition  ?    What  would  he  have  said  to  improving  the 

breed  of  horses?     Why — ''  You  should  have  seen  my  old 

dea-bitten  grey  and  my  brown  horse,  they  were  something 

liice  weight-carriers !"   Or  the  kte  Mr.  Drake,  that  model 

M  of  a  Master-of-hounds  and  a  gentleman,  would  have 

told  yon,  though  no  boaster,  that  one  of  bis  whips  rode  a 

^luter  Richard  horse,  that,  for  form  or  pace,  would  have 

distanced  the  lot.     The  Messrs.  Coxes,  of  Craig's  Court, 

more  familiarly  known  as  "  the  long  Coxes,"  and  their 

worthy  parent,  would  not  have  looked  at  such  cattle  as 

hunters ;  while  Ftomer  Roberts,  of  Watcrperry's  old  grey, 

and  mild-speaking    Dick  Harding's    strain   of   Master 

Henry,  were  very  gems    of   horseflesh  to  the  things 

shown  here.    There  still  is  Tollit,  the  dealer,  better  known 

as  Joe  Tollit— Pa/i»a»t  qui  meruit  7b//fY— who  sends 

nothing  for  the  honour  of  Oxford,  although  looking  as 

to  and  wiry  as  ever,  that  we  fency,  in  spite  of  a  certain 

teaderness    of  the    toes,    we     are     again    breathing 

tl»  air   of-  thirty  years  ago  I    But  the  deception  is 

pooe,  for  there  stand   a  couple   looking  rather  long 

itt  the  tooth  and  "  cromy "  about  the  knees,  and  they  can 

"olj  give  us  a  year  or  two ;  while  others  we  are  told  went 

straight  and  well  as  long  as  they  could,  and  then  to  ground. 

ID  some  village  churchyard,  where  that  lover  of  darknness, 

the  owl,  wakes  the  night  with  shrill  quivering  notes  as 

he  shrieks  over  them  a  requiem  in  a  long  continuous 

^^oO'Oo-^jo-hoop  !    We  ourselves,  however,  still  love 


the  light,  and  will  return  to  the  judges  and  the  hunting 
brood  marcs,  headed  by  that  model  of  a  hunter  old  Goa- 
head,  that  we  have  so  often  put  together  in  this  paper, 
and  that  in  the  company  now  she  is,  there  is  about  as 
much  merit  in  placing  first  as  there  would  be  picking 
out  a  sovereign  from  fourpenny-pieces.  The  class  was 
stronger  in  numbers  than  worth,  although  there  were 
several  fair  samples  amongst  them.  The  second  marc 
was  a  tolerably  well-made  one,  barring  her  shoulders, 
and  with  more  quality  than  the  old  original  Marigold, 
a  well-known  prize-taker  as  well  as  dam  of  Sprig  of 
Nobility,  and  other  flash-looking  horses;  whue  the 
third.  Heliotrope,  a  fine-looking  mare,  wanted  another 
cross  of  the  thoroughbred  to  worm  the  coacher  out  of  her. 
Mr.  Blake's  Canary  was  of  a  hunting  stamp ;  and  Lord 
Norrey's  American-bred  Myrtle,  a  more  that  appeared  in 
the  colours  of  Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  was  fairly  framed; 
and  the  Earl  of  Craven's  Queen  of  Sheba  a  big  loose 
lolloping  goer.  Then,  Proserpine  from  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  Mr.  Kerby's  May  Queen,  Mr.  Parsons'  Duchess, 
Mr.  Bennett's  Forest  Lass,  Lord  Norrey's  Brunette,  and 
Mr.  E.  Stanton's  Lady  Mary  had  some  pretensions  to 
hunting  character,  but  they  were  by  no  means  perfect. 
Lord  Norrey's  bay  hackney  has  length  on  a  short  1^, 
but  is  as  a  standstill  hack  not  so  good-looking  as  the 
second  or  third ;  the  chesnut  Polly  being  very  hand- 
some, and  Lord  Craven's  a  really  pretty  little  hack  with 
plenty  of  character.  Topsy,  a  pony  mare  not  exceeding 
fourteen  hands  high  and  in  her  twenty- fifth  year, 
walked  over  without  opposition.  The  four-year- 
olds  with  eleven  in  were  poor  indeed ;  the  first  turning 
up  after  considerable  hesitation  in  the  General  by  Big 
Ben,  standing  nearer  seventeen  than  sixteen  hands  high, 
and  who  will  take  a  considerable  time  to  furnish,  as  he  is 
thin  in  his  thighs,  and  goes  weak  behind — if  we  recollect 
right  he  showed  better  at  Islington,  where  there  was  less 
room.  The  second  is  the  Ace  of  Clubs,  a  commended 
one  at  Islington,  in  a  four  year  old  class,  and  a  prize- 
taker  at  Sudbury,  where  we  gave  a  description  of  him. 
The  third  was  nothing  to  look  at,  and  Mr.  Milburn's 
Merry  Maid,  though  of  iair  form  in  her  body  and  limbs, 
had  a  short  neck  and  a  knack  of  throwing  her  head 
up.  In  the  next,  lot  Brian  Born,  Mr.  Booth's 
well  known  prize-horse,  was  pronounced  the  best, 
while  Strathnairn  is  a  useful  looking  provincial 
but  nothing  more ;  and  the  third,  Fenian,  the  Sudbury 
prize  horse,  whose  form  and  dreadfully  wide-straddling 
hind-leg  action  we  noticed  in  the  report  of  that  meeting. 
A  very  neat  one  of  Mr.  Cooks',  that  could  move, 
but  of  no  great  substance,  came  in  for  nought,  although 
she  had  been  more  successful  at  Glo'ster,  Worcester, 
Winchcomb,  and  Islington.  In  a  poor  lot  of  Hackneys, 
Ada,  a  hardy  wearing  looking  mare,  that  could  move, 
went  to  the  fore,  as  by  far  the  best-looking ;  while  the 
second  was  a  four-year-old,  by  Laughing  Stock,  with  no 
great  pretensions  to  form  and  a  slight  inclination  to 
sickle  hocks.  The  judges  had  not  a  heavy  day's  work 
before  them,  and,  like  shining  stars,  spun  it  out  ac- 
cordingly, taking  one  hour  and  thirty-five  minutes  dn 
coming  to  a  verdict  over  the  thorongh-breds,  "  because 
they  had  nothing  else  to  do." 

The  agricultural  horses  were  better  represented, 
though  there  were  manjr  Tcry  ordinary  animals  and  a 
great  many  found  wanting  in  soundness.  The  class  in 
which  that  well-known  model  cart-hone.  Honest  Tom, 
received  the  winning  coloura  was  a  capital  one  of  twenty 
entries.  The  second  is  a  very  gay-coloured  hone 
a  chesnut  with  four  white  legs  and  a  bald  face,  and  not 
good  in  his  forehand — as  we  could  not  see  that  Nuffget 
of  Gold  was  better  than  several  behind  him.  Black 
Prince,  formerly  of  Orlingbury,  Northampton,  and  still 
high  on  the  leg,  is  now  the  property  of  Lord  Norreys,  who 
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gires  the  iarmers  about  him  evenr  opportunity  of  breeding 
somethiDg  worth  rearing  by  the  nse  of  his  stallions. 
A.  1 .,  a  smart  horse,  and  well-known  prize-taker,  though 
by  no  means  perfect  in  form,  is  as  active,  in  his 
movements  as  a  coach-horse,  but  an  inquiry  as  to  one  of 
his  hocks  and  an  odd  foot  caused  him  to  be  passed  by, 
though  the  foot  has  been  overlooked  before,  as  he  has 
often  been  A.  1.  in  the  prize-list.  In  a  class  of  ten 
there  were  half-a-dozen  good  two-year-olds.  Nonpa- 
reil being  an  active,  lengthy,  short-legged,  handsome- 
looking  horse,  but  a  trifle  short  in  the  quarters, 
and  Prince  of  good  form  but  rather  oId-&shioned 
in  the  shoulder  for  these  go-a-head  times ;  while  Crown 
Prince  is  a  useful  good-looking  one,  as  Mr.  Morrison's 
Black  Prince  and  Mr.  Grinham's  Young  Active  were  also 
nice  horses.  In  the  Clydesdale  stallions  Lord  Beau- 
champ's  grand  specimen,  the  handsome  Young  Lofty  that 
we  never  tire  of  looking  at,  put  Sandy,  merely  a  useful  one 
of  her  Majesty's,  and  a  weedy  one  called  Aberdeen,  of 
Mr.  Terry's,  entirely  quite  in  the  shade  ;  while 
with  no  opposition,  the  Duke  of  Richmond  took 
first  and  second  with  a  couple  of  very  ordinary- 
looking  two-year-old  Clydesdale  entire  colts.  The 
Snffolks  did  not  come  out  in  such  strong  force 
as  they  are  wont.  In  the  all-aged  stallions  Har- 
wich Emperor  gathered  fresh  laurels  for  his  brow  ; 
Royal  Prince  playing  second  who  on  a  close  in- 
spection takes  too  much  after  Conqueror  in  his  neck  and 
shoulders  to  please  us.  Then  the  Earl  is  a  faulty  fore- 
legged  one,  that  at  two  years  old  was  first  at  Ipswich  and 
second  at  Sudbury,  where  they  swarm  like  bees.  Mr. 
Badham's  Hercules  has  a  good  head,  neck,  and  limbs,  and 
is  a  likely  horse  if  put  to  some  of  the  overtopped  mares 
to  get  something  more  equally  balanced.  Young 
Emperor  amongst  the  two-year-olds  was  again  to  the  fore 
as  at  Sudbury,  where  he  beat  his  own  sire  Harwich  Em- 
peror, and  was  now  followed  by  a  good-looking  one  by 
Cupbearer,  kept  at  home  for  an  accident  while  another 
by  the  same  horse  had  capital  thighs  for  a  Suffolk. 
The  third  was  a  leggy  one,  and  the  highly-commended 
a  dark  chesnut  out  of  Royal  Moggy,  was  rather 
light  in  the  girth.  The  agricultursd  mares  and 
foals  came  out  in  strong  force,  numbering  about  a  score ; 
but  there  was  nothing  grand  among  them,  although 
many  were  fair-looking  and  useful ;  still  there  was  one 
thing  in  their  favour — they  all  looked  like  work  and 
earning  their  living,  which  many  of  the  prize-horses  do 
not.  The  Clydesdale  mares  were  not  great  in  numbers, 
Isabel  being  a  big,  heavy  sample  of  the  sort;  while 
Colonel  Lindsay's  were  lighter  and  more  active,  and  old 
Mary  is  a  favourite  of  the  Queen's.  The  Suffolk  mares 
were  few  but  good,  Matchett,  that  Queen  of  Suffolks, 
putting  another  £20  to  her  account  with  Capon*s  execu- 
tors, the  others  being  two  well-known  mares  of  Colonel 
Wilson's  and  Mr.  "Wolton's,  Diamond  and  Pride.  The 
three-year-old  fillies,  not  Clydesdale  or  Suffolk,  were 
good,  and  the  two-year-old  useful.  Then  the  Clydesdale 
three-year-olds  were  not  show  animals;  and  the  three  two- 
year-olds  not  worthy  of  a  prize,  although  exhibited  by 
sovereigns  and  dukes  I  while  the  Suffolks  were,  both  in 
the  two  and  three-year-olds,  very  good,  clever,  if  only 
mustering  seven  in  both  lots,  the  competitors  being 
Colonel  Tomline,  Mr.  Wolton,  and  Mr.  Patmore.  The 
business  was  anything  but  heavy  in  this  Court,  and  the 
judges,  like  those  on  the  riding  and  roadster  bench,  were 
not  remarkable  for  quickness  in  arriving  at  their  de- 
cisions, but  they  certainly  had  before  them  several  ordi- 
nary animals  of  about  equal  merit. 

If  the  district  could  do  little  for  the  horses  it  saved  its 

credit  with  sheep  and  pigs,  for,  as  with  the  Oxford  Downs, 

fhArA  never  before  were  brought  together  so  many  or  such 

shires.    The  class  of  breeding  sows,  of  this  breed 


more  especially,  was  the  finest  ever  B^en,  ani,  like  tlie 
same  class  at  Taunton,  might  have  been  generally  com- 
mended. Indeed,  many  of  the  best  pigs  enter^  here 
were  the  same  that  showed  so  weU  at  Taunton,  although 
their  places  in  the  prize  list  were  occasionally  chaaged 
about.  Thus,  one  of  Mr.  Stewart's  finely  bred  sows  now 
got  to  the  head  of  her  class,  there  being  no  doubt  that 
Messrs.  Duckering's  Essex  bred  sow,  which  won  at  Taqs- 
ton,  had  rather  too  much  white  about  her  to  be  quite 
orthodox.  Nevertheless  the  Romford  pigs  are  coming  fast 
into  iashion,  for  Mr.  Griggs  exhibited  one  on  his  own 
account  which  won  fairly  enough  in  a  capital  companion 
class  of  Berkshire  boars,  beating  the  now  famooa  Ciren- 
cester College  pig,  Mr.  Heber  Humphrey,  Mr.  Stewart, 
and  others,  the  whole  lot  of  no  less  than  twenty  being 
generally  commended.  Then,  in  the  large  wLite 
breeds,  Messrs.  Howard's  well  prepared  brother  and 
sister  did  nearly  as  well  again  as  they  did  at 
Taunton,  where  we  gave  them  a  character,  the  sow 
only  being  kept  from  first  by  some  stock  of  veiy  high 
qudity  exhibited  by  Mr.  Walker,  from  Staffordshire. 
There  must,  however,  be  almost  as  much  difficulty  in  set- 
tling the  points  and  type  of  a  white  pig  as  of  a  Shrop- 
shire or  Oxfordshire  Down  sheep.  Mr.  Peter  Edeo,  for 
instance,  can  enter  them  as  of  a  Large  breed  or  of  a  Small 
breed,  or  as  of  a  breed  not  qualified  to  compete  in  either 
of  those  classes,  and  yet  they  all  seem  to  be  of  much  the 
same  character  and  family.  In  fact,  they  look  to  hive 
been  very  judiciously  improved  into  a  smart  Middle-breed, 
if  we  could  not  always  mark  that  distinction  between  oae 
variety  and  another  which  the  prize-sheet  would  reqoire. 
In  the  so-called  small  breed,  however,  the  Cross  Lane 
pigs  were  well  beaten  by  a  very  handsome  boar  of  Mr. 
Kershaw's  breed,  but  exhibited  by  Mr.  Nield,  that  has 
been  winning  all  about  the  country.  The  Royal  Windsors, 
from  the  specimen  exhibited  here,  would  seem  to  have 
gradually  got  away  from  the  clever  kind  of  pig  they  once 
were  ;  nor  were  the  Snffolks,  either  whites  or  blacks,  so 
forward  as  might  have  been  expected.  Indeed,  Mr.  Ba- 
ton's white  Our  Mary  Ann,  a  sow  which  was  thought 
so  highly  of  at  Sudbury,  only  just  reached  to 
a  commendation,  the  Leeds  and  Manchester  faoeien 
having  all  the  best  of  it.  Then,  amongst  the  blidu 
the  Wherstead  Kingcraft  was  worsted  not  only  bj 
Mr.  Steame  but  by  an  admirable  pig  bred  by 
Mr.  M*Cann  in  Worcestershire.  The  judges,  however, 
passed  over  Mr.  Sexton's  entries  not  so  much  for  waot 
of  merit  as  from  being  overdone,  and  standing,  and 
moving  very  badly.  Kingcraft  certainly  looked  to  be 
very  weak  behind,  but  he  was  soon  sold  to  so  good  a 
judge  of  any  kind  of  stock  as  Lord  Portamonth.  It  wis 
not  precisely  the  season  to  linger  long  over  the  pigs,  ^ 
which  the  show,  on  the  whole,  was  excellent,  and  the 
classes  as  ably  appraised.  There  was  scarcely  a  demur  to 
any  of  the  decisions — not  even  from  Mr.  Duckering. 
who  enjoyed  anything  but  his  usual  success,  as  this  of 
itself  is  an  implied  compliment  to  the  classes  wherein  he 
competed,  and  he  was  to  be  found  in  most  of  them. 

The  judges  paid  a  second  visit  to  sixteen  oat  of  the 
twenty-one  farms  entered  for  the  100  gs.  cup;  while  they 
admit  that  the  peculiarity  of  the  season  had  mnch  to  do 
with  the  award  eventually  arrived  at.  Captain  Daih- 
wood,  the  Stillgoes,  Mr.  Denchtield,  and  Mr.  TresdweU 
had  been  the  favourites  in  the  county,  and  we  had  cer- 
tainly never  heard  Mrs.  Millington's  name  meutioned 
until  it  was  announced  at  the  meeting.  Her  husband 
came  from  Lincolnshire,  where,  as  Lord  Kesteven  said 
at  the  meeting,  **  they  farm  under  a  famous  Tenant 
Right  principle."  The  prize  farm  at  Ashgrove,  in  the  Bi- 
cester county,  runs  to  about  900  acres,  and  is  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough;  while  Mr.  TreadweB i 
occupation  at  Upper  Winchendon,  is  somewhwe  about  half 
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tiiii  extent ;  trat  it  baa  long  been  known  as  "  Tlie  Model 

Tana."    The  fonr-conrse  system  is  the  one    adopted  at 
Asfagrore,  and  a  six-conrse  on  the  second  prize  holding 
1*0  mediately  after  the  award  was  made  our  contemporary, 
Tfff  Gardeners*  CAroiticfe,  took  time  by  the  forelock,  ran 
avay  from  Oxford,  and  made  a  call  on  Mrs  .Millington  i  the 
following  passages  from  his  report  read  somewhat  strangely 
in  the  chronicles  of  a  prize  farm  : — "The  visitor  wiU  be 
Btrnek  by  the  buildings.     He  will  see  yards  without  sheds, 
generally  poor  accommodation  for  cattle ;  he  will  not  see 
cattle  boxes  or  elaborate  bam  arrangements.    The  stables 
ut  devoid   of  stalls,  the  design  of  the  buildings  is  alto- 
gether inconsistent  with  those  rules  which  should  guide 
the  architect  in  planning  them.     He  may  perhaps  be 
ita^gcred  by   the  sight   of  wooden  ploughs,  antiquated 
drags,  clumsy  waggons,  and  old-fashioned  utensils  of  va- 
rioos  kinds  :  a  very  different  assortment  of  implements  will 
meet  his  eye  from  what  perhaps  he  has  recently  wit- 
nessed at  the  Oxford  meeting ;  and,  in  a  word,  he  may 
he  a  little  discouraged  with  what  he  sees.    Again,  when 
he  glances  at  the  live  stock  he  will  see  a  mixed  and  mo- 
derate class  of  cattle,  a  shabby  lot  of  pigs,  no  grand  sheep, 
and  a  poor  lot  of  poultry.     If  he  looks  at  the  fences  he 
will  find  nothing  to  admire  particularly,  and  as  he  walks 
over  the  grass  land  he  will  be  offended    by    the    pre- 
face of  rushes,  nnstubbed  thorns,  ragged  ditches,  and 
not  very    neatly-filled    drains.     Again,     as      he     ex- 
tends    his    observations     from    the    buildings    over 
the    farm     itself,    he    will     fail     to    see    the    pre- 
scribed sheepfold  with  its  hurdles  and  its  fresh  vetches  or 
cabbages,  its  troughs  for  artificial  food,  its  water-carts, 
and  its  shelter  from  the  noonday  heat.     Lambs  will  be 
Ken,    still    unweaned,  on  large  bare  pieces    of   seeds, 
with  their   mothers,    looking  anything  but    blooming, 
ander     the    blaze    of    this    tropical    July  sun.     The 
land   is  poor,  and    it    bears    a    magnificent    crop    of 
wheat  and  barley.    The  portion  uuder  corn  is  indeed  a 
pleasant  sight,  both  from  its  joyful  luxuriance  and,  so  far 
as  we  could  judge,  its  cleanness.    Then  again,  when  the 
roots  are  looked  at,  they   are  surprisingly  good  for  the 
season  and  for  the  district.    There  is  nothing  like  them 
for  miles  around.    It  is,  then,  in  these  main  features  of 
com  and  roots  that  the  great  charm  of  this  occupation 
lies,  and  far  be  it  from  us  to  underrate  their  importance. 
There  are  18  horses  kept,  and  the  work   is  partially  per- 
formed by  steam  cultivation  in  the  spring.    The  horses 
ire  now  receiving  one  bushel  per  week  of  ludian  corn, 
crushed,  and  straw  chaff.    The  steam  cultivation  is  hired, 
and  the  grubber  or  cultivator  is  preferred  to  the  plough. 
The  rotation  followed  is  that  pursued  in  Lincolnshire,  and 
the  general  management  partakes  of  that  of  the  same 
coanty."    The  decision,  no  question,  will  take  a  deal  of 
talking  and  writing  about,  both  iu  and  out  of  the  Society's 

PRIZE     LIST. 

HORSES. 
(All  ages  calculated  to  July  1st,  1870). 
JuDoas-^art  Horses.— 

M.  BiddeU,  Playfbrd,  Ipswich. 

A.  Tambull,  Gresswell,  Morpeth. 

J.  0.  Woolhoase,  Wellingore,  Grantham. 

—Biding  HorsM. 

R.  Calder,  Kelloe  Mains,  Edrom,  N.B. 

B.  Robson,  Westgate,  Louth. 

J.  Smith,  Humbnrton,  Borobridge. 

Cazt  BtaUion,  foaled  before  the  1st  of  JanuaiT,  1868  (not 
qoaiiflod  to  ooinpete  as  Clydesdale  or  Buffblk).— First  prize. 
«(,  W.  Weicher,  Mouse  HaU,  West  Tofts,  Brandon,  Norfolk 
(Honest  Tom) ;  second  of  £15,  J.  Manning,  Orlingbury,  Wel- 
lioKboroiigh  (Yomg  diampion) ;  third  of  £5,  J.  Hatt,  Water 
Salon,  Oxford  (Nugget  of  U old).  Reserve  and  Highly  Ck>m- 
Aeaded :  Lord  Norreys,  Tetsworth,  Oxon  (Black  Prince). 

Cart  BtaUion,  foaled  in  the  year  1868  (not  qualified  to  com- 
pete as  (nydesdale  or  BnSblk).— First  prize,  £20,  W.  Wynn. 
CianhfULayi,  Onlton,  Aloester,  Bedditoh  (NonpareU);  se- 


cond of  £10,  T.  Anger,  Little  Hinton,  Shrivenham  (Prince) ; 
third  of  £6,  W.  Eneton,  Claverdon,  Warwick  (Crown  Prince), 
lioservo:  T.  CartvvrigUt,  Danston  Pillar,  Lincoln  (Warrcnc-i). 

Clydesdale  Stallion,  foaled  before  the  1st  of  January,  isu^. 
—First  prize,  £25.  Earl  Beauchamp,  Madresfleld  Court,  Mal- 
vern, Worcestershire  (Young  Lofty). 

Clydesdale  Stallion,  foalod  in  the  year  1868.— First  prize, 
£20,  The  Duke  of  Richmond.  K.G..  Goodwood,  Chichester 
(Britain)  j  second  of  £10,  The  Duke  of  Richmond  (Lord 
Francis). 

Snilblk  Stallion,  foaled  before  the  1st  of  January.  1868.— 
First  prize,  £25,  I.  Rist,  Tattingstone,  Ipswich  (Harwich 
Emperor) ;  second  of  £16.  C.  Boby.  Alton  Hall,  Stutton,  Ips- 
wich (Royal  Prince) ;  third  of  £5,  Colonel  Tomline,  M.P., 
Orwell  Park.  Nacton,  Ipsmch  (Earl).  Reserve:  G.  D.  Bad- 
ham,  The  Lawn,  Bnlmer,  Sndbniy  (Hercules). 

Suffolk  Stallion,  foaled  in  the  year  1868.— First  prize,  £20, 
I.  Rist  (Young  Emperor) ;  second  of  £10,  The  Executors  of 
the  late  T.  Capon,  Dennington,  Wickham  Market ;  third  of 
£5,  W.  Wilson,  Balham  HaU,  Ipswich.  Reserve  and  Highly 
Commended :  8.  Wolton,  Newboum  Hall,  Woodbridge. 

Thorough-bred  Stallion,  suitable  for  getting  Hunters. — 
First  prize,  £50,  General  Peel,  Marble  Hill,  Twickenham 
(Knowsley) ;  second  of  £25,  0.  and  J.  Moffat,  Kirkling- 
ton  Park,  Carlisle,  (Laughing  Stock);  third  of  £10, 
J.  Casson,  Burgh-by-Sands,  Carlisle  (Sincerity).  Reserve: 
W.  Gulliver,  Swalcliffe  Stud  Farm,  Banbury  (General  Peel). 

Stallion,  not  less  than  14  hands  2  inches,  nor  exceeding  15 
hands  2  ixiches,  suitable  for  getting  Hackneys.— First  prize, 
£20,  J.  Grout,  Woodbridge  (Sportsman) ;  second  of  £10,  C. 
Beart,  Stow,  Downham  Market  (Ambition). 

Pony  Stallion,  under  14  hands  2  inches.— First  prize,  £15, 
H.  Roundell;  Otley  (Sir  George) ;  second  of  £10,  J.  A.  Ran- 
some,  Ipewich  (Peri'ection).  Reserve:  J.  A.  Doyle,  Plas- 
dulas,  Abergele,  Denbigh  (Tramp). 

Cart  Mare,  in  foal,  or  with  foal  at  foot  (not  qualified  to 
compete  as  Clydesdale  or  Suffolk).- First  prize,  £20,  T. 
Statter,  jnn..  Stand  Hill,  Whitefleid,  Manchester  (Fanny); 
second  of  £2,  H.  G.  Coldioott,  Lower  Heyford,  Banbury 
(Star) ;  third  of  £5,  A.H.  Thursby,  Wormleighton,  Leaming- 
ton (Nolly).    Reserve:  Lord  Norreys. 

Clydesdale  Mare,  in  foal,  or  with  foal  at  foot.— First  prize, 
£20,  R.  Waugh,  Soathill,  Irthington,  Carlisle  (Isabel) ;  se- 
cond of  £10,  Lieut.-Colonel  R.  Loyd-Lindsay,  M.P.,  Lockinge 
Park,  Wantage  (Darling) ;  third  of  £6,  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen,  Windsor  Castle  (Mary).  Reserve:  Colonel  R.  Loyd- 
Lindsay  (Maggie). 

Suffolk  Mare,  in  foal,  or  with  foal  at  foot.— First  prize,  £20, 
The  Executors  of  the  late  T.  Capon  (Matchett) ;  second  of 
£10,  Lieut. -(Lionel  Fuller  Maitland  Wilson,  Stowlangtoft 
Hall,  Buiy  St.  Edmund's  (Bury  Empress).  Reserve  and 
Highly  Commended:  S.  Wolton  (Diamond),  and  Colonel 
Fuller  Maitland  Wilson  (Ruby).  Commended:  S.  Wolton 
(Pride). 

Mare,  in  foal,  or  with  foal  at  foot,  suitable  for  breeding 
Hunters. — First  prize,  £23,  J.  T.  Robinson,  Leckby  Palace, 
Asenby,  Thirsk  (Go-a-Hcad);  second  of  £15,  R.  Aldworth, 
West  Agboure,  Dudcot  (Marigold) ;  third  of  £5,  W.  Taidall, 
Aahfield House.  Lincoln  (Heliutropo).  Reserve:  J.C.  Blake, 
Oxford  (Canaiy). 

Mare,  not  less  than  14  hands  1  inch,  nor  exceeding  15handa 
1  inch,  in  foal,  or  with  foal  at  foot,  suitable  for  breeding 
Hackneys.— First  prize,  £20,  Lord  Norreys  (E^ato) ;  second 
of  £10,  A.  Sherratt,  Oclepltchard,  Hereford  (Polly)  j  third  of 
£5,  Earl  of  Craven,  Ashdown  Park,  Shrivenham.  Reserve : 
£.  and  A.  Stanford.  Batons,  Steyning,  Sussex  (Christabel). 

Pony  Mare,  not  exceeding  14  hanos.- First  prize,  £10,  O. 
B.  Morland,  Abingdon  (Topsy).    No  competition. 

Cart  Filly,  three  years  old  (not  qualified  to  compete  as 
Clydesdale  or  Suffolk).— First  prize,  £15,  C.  Lister,  Coleby 
Lodge,  Lincoln  (Royal  Duchess) ;  second  of  £10,  J.  and  F. 
Howard,  Britannia  Farm,  Bedford  (Rosebud) ;  third  of  £5, 
J.  Druce,  Eynsham,  Oxford  (Poppet).  Reserve:  W.  Row- 
land, Shabbmgton,  Thame  (Jewel). 

Clydesdale  FiUy,  three  years  old.— First  prize,  £15,  G.  H. 
Head,  Rickerby,  Carlisle  (Deborah) ;  second  of  £10,  The 
Duke  of  Richmond  (Darling).  Reserve:  G.Hampton,  Fin- 
don  Worthing  (Thistle). 

Suffolk  Filfy,  three  years  old.— First  prize,  £15.  S.  Wolton 
(Duchess)  J  second  of  £10,  S.  Wolton  (Princess).  Reserve 
and  Highly  Commended :  Colonel  Tomline,  (Smart). 

Cart  Fmy,  two  years  old  (not  qualified  to  compete  as 
Clydesdale  or  Suffolk).— First  prize.  £30,  S.Davis,  Woolas- 
hill,  Pershore  (Pleasant) ;  second  of  £15,  J.  Denchfield, 
Burston  House,  Aston  Abbots ;  third  of  £5,  Sir  H.  W.  Dash- 
wood,  Bart.,  KirUington  Park,  Oxford  (Lucy).  Reserve; 
The  Rev.  J.  Hitchcock,  Chitteme  All  Saints,  Heytesbuiy, 
Wilts. 

Clydesdale   Filly,    two  years  old.— No    merit. 

Suffolk  Filly,  two  years  old.— First  prize,  £16,  S.  Wolton; 
second  of  £10,  Colonel  Tomline  (Moggy).  Reserve:  J.  Pat- 
more,  Bishop  Stortford  (Silver  2nd). 

Hunters,  lour  years  old  (Mare  or  Gelding).— First  prize. 
£80,  8.  Berridge,  Drayton  Lodge,  Banbury  (General) :  seoond 
Of  £16,  J.  Grout  (Aoe  of  aubs) ;  third  of  £5,  A.  Sherratt 
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(George).  Reserved :  T.  Milburn,  Griiudale,  Carliale  (Meny 
Maid) . 

Hunters,  five,  six,  or  seven  vears  old  (Mare  or  Gelding).— 
First  prize,  £16,  J.  B.  Booth,  Killerby  Hall,  Catteriok  (Brian 
Bora) ;  second  of  £10,  Lord  Norreys  (Strathnaim) ;  third  of 
£5.  Ck>lonel  Fuller  Maitland  Wilson  (Fenian)-  Beserve  and 
Highly  Ck)mmended :  J.  Watson,  Waresley,  Hartlebniy,  Kid- 
derminster f General  Hood). 

Hacknev  (Mare  or  Gelding),  not  exceeding  IS  hands  1  inch, 
under  eight  years  old.— Fit  st  prize,  £16.  H.  8.  Woodcock, 
The  Helms,  Wi        '•  —  *^  •     -  — -      -    * 


on-Eden,  Carli 


(Ada) :  second  of  £6,  0.  Mofflkt,  Groeby 
lie  (Fanny).    Reserve :  J.  C.  Blake  (Leah). 


CATTLE. 
(All  ages  calculated  to  July  1st,  1670.) 
SHORTHORNS. 
JunoKS  of  Bulls.— H.  Aylmor,  West  Dereham  Abb^,  Stoke 
Ferry.  ■ 
W.  Bowstead,  Hackthorpe  Hall,  Penrith. 
J.  R.  Singleton,  Givendale,  Ripon. 

Bull  above  three  years  old.— First  prise,  £40,  C.  W.  Brierley, 
Rhodes  House,  Middleton,  Manchester  (Bolivar) ;  second  of 
£20,  0.  B.  Saunders,  Nunwick  Hall,  Penrith  (Edgar)  :  third 
of  £10,  T.  £.  Pawlett,  Beeston,  Sanday.  Bedford  (Baron 
KiUerby).  Reserve  and  Highly  Oommenaed:  R.  Ghaloner, 
King's  Fort,  Kells,  Meath,  Ireland  (Sovereign).  Highly 
Ck)mmended :  W.  IT.  Faviell,  Down  Place,  GuiULfoid,  Surrey 
(Shuttlecock).  Commended:  G.  (3ame,  Churchill  Heath, 
Chipping  Norton  (Roval  Butterfly  20th). 

Bull  above  two  and  not  exceeding  tnree  years  old.— First 
prise,  £;i5,  R.  Bruce,  Newton  of  Stmther,  Forres,  Co.  Elgin, 
Scotland  (Scotsman) ;  second  of  £16,  Colonel  C.  Towneley, 
Towneley,  Burnley  (Baron  Hubback) ;  third  of  £5,  J.  Wright, 
Green  GiU  Head,  Penrith,  Cumberland  (Man's  Estate)  ;  Re- 
serve and  Highly  Commended:  J.  Christy,  Jun.,  Boyton 
Hall,  Chelmsford  (Duke  of  Babraham).  Commended:  R. 
Sneyd,  Keole  Hall,  Newcastle,  Staffordshire  (Iron  Master). 

Yearling  Bull,  above  one  and  not  exceeding  two  years  old. 
—First  prize,  £2o,  Emily  Lady  Pigot,  Branches  Park,  New- 
market (By this) ;  second  of  £15,  W.  Linton,  Sheriff  Hutton, 
York  (Lord  Irwin)  ;  third  of  £5,  Lord  Braybrooke.  Audley 
End,  SafiVon  Walden  (H^don  Duke).  Reserve  and  Hkrhlv 
Commended:  the  Earl  of  Aylesford,  Packington  Hall. 
Coventry  (Magdala)^  Commended:  T.  B.  Pawlett  (Royal 
Booth). 

Bull  Calf  above  six  and  not  exceeding  twelve  months  old.— 
First  prize,  £16,  H.  Budding,  Panton  House,  Wragby  (Robin 
Hood);  second  of  £10,  R.  Stratton,  Bnderop,  Swindon 
(Master  Glanville).  Reserve  and  Highly  Commended :  Col. 
C.  Towneley  (Maid  of  Oxford's  Baronet).  Highly  Com- 
mended :  T.  Garne  and  Son,  Broadmoor,  Northleaoh  (First 
Wrangler).  Commended :  T.  Game  and  Son  (The  Proctor), 
Major  H.  M.  Stapylton,  Myton  Hall,  Heiperbv  (Lord  of  the 
Manor),  and  Colonel  C.  Townel^  (Towneiey  Oxford). 
JunoBS  ol  Cows.— C.  Howard,  Biddenham,  Bedford. 

8.  Rich,  The  C?edars,  Feamall  Heath, 

Worcester. 
M.  Stephenson,  Fourstones,  Hexham. 

Cow  above  three  years  old.— First  prize,  £26,  Q.  Garne 
(Lady  Lavinia) ;  second  of  £10.  Emily  Lady  Pigot  (Queene 
of  Rosalea) ;  third  of  £6,  J.  How,  Broughton,  Huntingdon 
(Lady  Anne).  Rciierve  and  Highlv  Commended :  G.  (Htme 
(Pride  of  the  Heath).  Commended ;  W.  Bradburn,  Wednes- 
field,  Wolverhampton  (Miss  Chesterfield),  and  G.  Game, 
(Duchess  of  Towneley). 

Heifer  in-milk  or  in-calf,  not  exceeding  three  years  old.— 
First  prize,  £16,  J.  A.  Mumford,  Chilton  Park  Farm,  Thame 
(Camilla);  second  of  £10,  R.  Eastwood.  Thoraeyholme, 
CliLheroe  (Double  Butterfly  Srd) ;  third  of  £5,  R.  Stratton 
(Peeress).  Reserve  and  Highly  Commended:  J.  How 
(Windsor's  Butterfly).  Commended:  Emily  Lady  Pigot 
(LaBeUeH^l^ne). 

Yearling  Heifer  above  six  and  under  twelve  months  old. — 
First  prize,  £16,  D.  M'Intosh,  Havering  Park,  Romford 
(Koightley  2nd) ;  second  of  £10.  H.  Dndding  (0>unte6s  of 
Yarborough) ;  third  of  £5,  J.  How  (Vesper  Queen).  Reserve 
and  Highfy  Commended :  R.  Stratton  (Flower  Girl).  Com- 
mended: W.  Bolton,  the  Island,  Oulart,  Gorey,  Wexford, 
Ireland  (Ally  Gwvnne),  E.  A.  Fawcett,  Childwlck  Hall,  St. 
Albans  (Highland  Maid),  and  G.  (}ame  (Genevieve). 

Heifer  Caaf,  above  six  and  nndpr  twelve  months  old.— First 
prize,  £10,  (Lionel  C.  fTownelev  (Baron  Oxford's  Duchess) ; 
second  of  £6,  R.  Marsh.  Little  Omey  House,  Hitchin  (Blossom) . 
Reserve  and  Highly  Commended :  T.  Statter,  Jun.  (Stanley 
Rose) .  Commended :  Lord  Walsingham.  Merton  Hiul,  Thet- 
ford  (Oxford  Belle),  and  R.  Stratton  (Fair  Rosalie). 

HBREF0RD8. 
Jcnexa.— (>.  Morgan,  Lanchirabo,  Hei-eford. 
8.  W.  Urwick,  Leinthall,  Ludlow. 
H.  Yeomans,  Btonee  Court,  Hay. 
Bull  above  three  years  old.— First  prize,  £26,  Sir  Joseph 
Russell  Bail^,  Bart,  H.P.,    Glanu&    Park,    CMckhoweU 


(Stanway) ;  second  of  £15,  Her  M^esty  the  Queen  (Prince 
Leopold)  i  third  of  £6,  T.  Thomas,  Saint  Hilary,  Cow  bridge 
(Sir  John  3rd).  Reserve :  J.  Morris,  Town  House,  Madley, 
Hereford  (Stow). 

Bull  above  two  and  not  exceeding  three  years  old.— First 
prize,  £26,  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  Cnince  Albert  Edwsrd) ; 
second,  £15.  W.  Evans,  Landowlais,  Usk  (Monaugh^  theSrd) ; 
third,  £6,  T.  Edwards,  Winteroott,  Leominster  (Leominster 
Srd).  Beeerve  and  mghly  Ck)mmended:  H.  N.  Edwsrds, 
Broad  ward,  Leominster  (Sir  John).  Commanded:  J.  Bald- 
win, Luddington,  Stratford-on-Avon  (Lord  Aahford). 

Yearling  bull,  above  one  and  not  exceeding  two  yesrs  old. 
—First  prize,  £20,  P.  Tumox,  The  Lean,  Pembndge,  Leo- 
minster (Trojan);  second,  £16,  J.  Hardmg.  Bicton,  Shrews- 
bury {Ooani  Faaco) ;  third.  £5,  R.  Hill,  Orleton  Court.  Lad- 
low  (President) .  Reserve  and  Highly  Commended :  J.  Morru 
(Cambridge). 

Bull-oalf,  above  six  and  not  exceeding  twelve  months  old. 
—First  prize,  £10,  W.  Taylor,  Showlo  Court,  Ledbury  (The 
Oxford  Lad) ;  second,  £6,  R.  Hill  (Milton  Snd).  Reserve  sad 
Highly  Commended;  T.  Rogers,  Coxall,  Brao^tcn  Bryan 
(Student).  Commended:  T.  Fenn,  Stonebrook  House,  Lad- 
low. 

Ck)w  above  three  years  old.— First  prize,  £16,  T.  Rogers, 
(SUk) ;  second,  £10,  G.  Pitt,  Chadnor  Court,  Dilwyn,  Leo- 
minster (Highlass  the  4th) ;  third  £6.  R.  Tanner,  Fro- 
desloy,  DonuigUm,  Salop  (Queen).  Reserve  and  Higfalj 
Commended:  Her  Migesty  the  Queen  (Flora);  Highly 
Commended:  T.  Thomas  (Lizzie). 

Heifer,  in-milk  or  in-calf,  not  exoeeding  ihiee  years  old.— 
First  prize,  £16,  W.  Tudge,  Adforton.  Leintwardine  (SUver 
Star) ;  second,  £10,  P.  Turner  (Livia).  '  Beeerve:  J.  Pros* 
ser,  Honeyboume  Grounds,  Broadway,  Qlouoestershire 
(Snowdrop  the  2nd). 

Yearling  heifer,  above  one  and  not  exoeeding  two  yesrs 
old.— First  prize,  £15,  T.  Fenn  (Leonora  2nd) ;  second,  £10, 
W.  Tudge  (Lady  Brandon) ;  third,  £6,  T.  Thomas  (Sol- 
beam).  Reserve  and  Highly  (3oinmended:  J.  Harding 
( Dahlia) .    The  class  commended. 

Heifer-calT  above  six  and  under  twelve  months  old.— Pint 
prize,  £10,  El.  R.  Evans,  jun.,  Swanslone Ooort,  Leominster; 
second,  £5,  T.  Thomas  (Sunflower).  Reserve  and  Highly 
Commended:  J.  Harding  (Lizzie  Jeflfreya).  Commended: 
W.  Tudge  (Bonnie  BeUe) ;  and  J.  Harding  (Red  Dahlia). 

DEVONS. 
JuDGBS.— J.  Overman,  Bumham  Sutton,  Lynn. 
T.  Pope,  Homingsham,  Warminater. 
R.  B.  warren,  Childe  Okeford,  Blandford. 

Bull,  above  three  yean  old.— First  priae.  £26,  W.  FsrUung, 
Stowey  Court,  Bridgwater  (Master  Arthur) ;  second,  £16,  J. 
H.  Buller,  Downes,  Crediton.  Reserve  and  Commended: 
W.  Taylor,  Glynl^,  Westham,  Eastbourne  (Rifieman). 

Bull,  above  two  and  not  exceeding  three  years  old.— First 
prize,  £26,  Viscount  Falmouth,  Tr<>ficthnan,  Probns  (Nsida- 
sus);  second,  £15,  W.  Farthing  (Sir  (George).  Beserve  and 
Commended :  Her  Mi^es^  the  Queen  (Namer). 

Yearling  bull,  above  one  and  not  exceeding  two  years  old. 
—First  prize,  £26,  J.  Davy,  Flitton  Barton,  North  Mollon 
(Duke  of  Flitton  5th) ;  second  £16,  Viscount  Falmouth,  Pro- 
bus;  third,  £5.  W.  Smith,  Hoopem,  Exeter  (Pensylvania).  Be- 
serve and  Hignlv  Commended:  J.  A.  Smith,  BnuUbrdPeverell, 
Dorchester  (Ihike  of  York).    Ck>nmiended :  W.  Farthing. 

Bull-calf,  above  six  and  not  exceedixig  twelve  months  old. 
—First  prize,  £10,  J.  Davy  (Duke  of  Flitton  6th) ;  second, 
£6,  W.  Farthing  (Master  Harry).  Reserve  and  Highly  Com- 
mended :  W.  Smith,  Hoopem  (Duke  of  fioanfort).  Highly 
Commended :  W.  Taylor.    The  class  commended. 

Cow  above  three  years  old.— Firstprize,  £20,  W.  Smith, 
Hoopem  (Musk) j  second  of  £10,  w.  Taylor  (Frederioa); 
third  of  £6.  W.  Taylor  (Alice  Maude).  Reserve  and  HigUf 
Commended:  J.  A.  Simth  (Pet).  Highly  0>inmended:  w. 
Farthing  (Miss  Bessie).    Commended :  W.  Farthing  (Lofty), 

Heifer,  in-milk  or  in-calf,  not  exceeding  three  years  old.— 
First  prise,  £16,  W.  Farthing  (Pretfymsid) ;  second  of  £10, 
W.  Taylor ;  third  of  £5,  J.  A.  Smith  (Picture).  Beserre  snd 
Ck>mmended :  Her  Mige;ity  the  Queen  (Verbena). 

Yearling  Heifer,  above  one  and  not  exceeding  two  yesrs 
old.— First  prize,  £16,  J.  Davy  (Temptress  the  2nd) ;  ssoond 
of  £10,  W.  Taylor;  third  of  £5,  W.  Smith,  Hoopem  (Dnch- 
ess).  Reserve  and  Highly  (}ommended:  J.  H.  BaUer. 
Highly  Commended:  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  (Prin08S» 
Louise  Victoria).    The  cUss  commended. 

Heifbr  Calf,  above  six  and  under  twelve  months  old.— First 
prize,  £10.  J.  Davy  (Gay  Lass) ;  second  of  £6,  W.  Smith, 
Hoopem  (Jessie).  Reserve  and  Highly  Commended:  W. 
Far&ing  (First  Frait).  Highly  Commended:  J.  A.Snith 
(Picture) ;  and  W.  Smith,  Hoopem  (Beatrice).  The  elsff 
commended. 

CHANNEL  ISLAND  CATTLE. 
Jddqbs.— 0.  P.  Le  Comn,  Trinity  Manor,  Jersey. 
G.  Morgan,  Lanchirabo,  Hereford. 

Bull  above  one  year  old.— First  prise,  £15. 0.  Delter,  Grey- 
well,  Odiham  (Delhi) ;  second  of  £10,  H.  J.  Le  Fenvre,  Lw 
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NtimeB,  St.  Ptoin'B.  Jeney  (Dake  4th).    BoBerve  and  mahW 
.  G.  JDonoui,  Bradwell,   Stony  BtxatJora. 


Highly  Gommenddd 
(Buiboy) ;    and    Id 
(Tunme).    Commended 
Ozfbxd  (Boke  of  Oxford), 


W.  ailbQr.  Horgrave  Park*  Btanstead 
and    Lieat.-Golonei    FuUer    " 


Maitland  Wilson 
J.  and  B.  Baiter,  Folly  Bridge, 


Cor  abore  three  years  old.— First  priae.  £15,  J.  Pulley, 
Jan.,  Lower  Baton,  Hereford  (Vixen; ;  bscond  of  £10,  P. 
Gaodin,-  Spring  Farm,  St.  Martin's,  Jersey  (Floribnndus). 
RaiOTB  and  ffighly  Commended :  J.  Palleyjun.  (Spitefhl). 
CoBunfittded:  W.  Gilbey  (Ban) ;  G.  Digby  Wingfleld  Digby, 
Sbertnrae,  Dorset  (Julia) ;  W.  Ohamberlin,  Adderbury  Bast 
Hooae,  Banbnxy  (Ada) ;  J.  James.  Les Vauzbelets,  Guernsey 
(Daizyuiaid) ;  and  J.  James  (Lassie). 

Heifer,  in-milk  or  in-oalf,  not  exceeding  three  years  old.— 
First  prize,  £16,  P.  CSaudin ;  second  of  £10,  G.  Hoyshe, 
Rownheim,  Guernsey  (Rosette).  Besenre  and  Highly  Com- 
mended: H.  Middleton,  Cutteelowe,  Oxford  (Kuby).  Highly 
Commended :  H.  J.  Le  Fenvre  (Duchess  14th).  Commendea: 
W.  Gibley  (Banshee)  j  0.  M.  Owen,  Walton  House,  Oxford 
(Twilight) ;  D.  Cheminantk  Bablons,  Guernsey  (Nanny) ;  T. 
B.  Le  Page,  Maison  de  Bat,  Guernsey  (Fanny) ;  H.  Middle- 
toQ(Bmglet);  and  the  Rev.  T.  K.  Chittenden,  Kirtlington, 
Oxfocd(B«wity). 

NORFOLK  AND  SUFFOLK  POLLED. 
Junoxs.— T.  Overman, 
T-Pope. 
B.\B.  warren. 
Ban  above  one  year  old.— First  prise,  £16,  B.  Brown, 
Ibnnford,  Thetford  (Norfolk Duke);  second  of  £10.  J.J. Col- 
mm,  CsRow  House,  Norwich  (Cheny  Duke^  Reserve  and 
ffi8:t4y Commanded:  S.  Wolton  (Broadback).    Commended: 
Lord  Sondes,  Bhnham  Hall,  Thetford  (Bohemian). 

Oow  sbove  three  years  old.— First  prise,  £16,  J.  Hammond, 
Bale.  Thetford  (Butler):  second  of  £10,  S.  Wolton  (Sprightly). 
Beaerve  end  His^lv  Commended :  B.  Brown  (Duchess). 
Commended:  S.  Wolton  (Battersea  Favourite),  and  Colonel 
TamBne,  (PoUv). 

Heifer  in-milk  or  in-oalf  not  exceeding  three  yeaiB  old.— 
Fttrt  nriae,  £16,  J.  Hammond  (Buttercup);  second  of  £10, 
l^  Sondes.  Reserve  and  Highly  Commended :  B.  Brown 
(BaiMom).   Commended:  B.  Brown  (0)ttntees). 

OTHER  ESTABLISHED  BREEDS. 
Jvnou.— G.  Morgan. 

S.  W.  Urwick. 
H.  Yeomans. 

Ban  above  one  year  old.— First  prise,  £16,  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham  and  Chandos,  Btowe,  Buckingham  (Young 
Unqaeror-Longhorn) }  second  of  £10,  T.  Btatter,  Jun. 
med  Angus).  Reserve  and  Highly  Conmiended :  R.  H. 
Uttpman,  Upton,  Nuneaton  (Earl  of  Rolbright— Long- 
nora).  Commended :  Z.  W.  Stilgoe,  Adderbury  Grounds, 
Owm  (The  Princ^-PoUed  Angus). 

Cow  above  three  years  old.— First  prise,  £16.  J.  Godfrey. 
w»«»ton  Psrva,  Hincklqr  (Red  Rose  2nd— Longhom) ; 
■worn!  of  £10.  T.  Smith,  Beckley,  Hawkhurat  (Betty— 
Suttcx).  Reserve  and  Highly  Commended :  R.  H.  Chap- 
wto(Brindled  Beauty— Longhom).  Commended  :T.  Smith, 
(h(M-«uasex). 

Heifer  ia-milk  or  in-calf  not  exceeding  three  years  old.— 
™  Pnse,  £16.  T.  Stotter,  Jun.  (PoUed  Angus) ;  second  of 
<10,  the  Doke  of  Buckingham  and  Chandos  (Lady  Caroline— 
^^»«lwni).  Reserve :  G.  Jenner,  Parsonage  House,  Udi- 
nwe.  Rye  (Young  Cboke-Sussex). 

Iw  rf  Cows  Aown  in  tall  milk,  specially  adapted  for 
wuT  Purposes.- First  prise,  £12,  T.  Statter  (Ayrshire) ; 
•f«adof«,  U.  Middleton  (Jersey).  Reserve  and*  Highly 
i2Mwnded:H.%£iddleton  (Jersey).  Commended:  T.  Game 
ud  Son  (ICoseUe  and  Misfortune— Shorthorns) . 

SHEEP. 

LEIOESTERS.  ,; 

Jin)sii.^C.  Clarke,  Scopwick,  Sleaford. 

S.  JeflTerson,  Preston  Hows,  Whitehaven. 
G.  Walmsley,  Rudston  House,  Bridlington. 
Sheeriing  Ram.— First  prise,  £20,  J.  Borton,  Barton  House, 
JJrton-le-8treet.  Malton ;  second  of  £10,  the  Executor  of  the 
»»Lieat..Col.  W.  Inge,  of  Thorpe  Constantino,  Tamworth ; 
«»iof  £5.  the  Executor  of  the  late  Lieut.-Col.  W.  Inge. 
«»«nre  and  Highly  (Commended :  T.  H.  Hutchinson,  Manor 
S^Cstterick.    Highly  Commended:  J.  Borton.   Com- 


2!^  :G.  Tomer,  jun.,  Alexton  HaU,  Uppingham  (for  two 
™5;) ;  G.  H.  Sanday,  Holme  Pierrepont ;  and  J.  Borton. 
«jm  of  any  other  age.— First  prise,  £20,  J.  Borton  (Blue 


&Pi;  ieoondof  £io,  J.  Borton  (Black  Eye) ;  third  of  £5,  G. 
1^  Reserve  and  Highly  Commended :  G.  Turner, 
Kjuy  commended :  G.  Turner,  jun.  (for  another  ramj. 
p^-jdea:G.H.  Sanday. 

of  iSt  ?^l?^*"^^  Ewes.— First  prise,  £16,  the  Executor. 

Sfa«!J^uH?^-Oon  W.  Inge;  second  of  £10.  T.  H.  Hut- 

'*"'*»^i  thW  of  £5,  J.  Borton,    Reserve  and  Highly  Com- 


mended: G.  H.  Sanday.    Commended:  E.  Riley,  Kipling 
C^tes,  Beverley. 

C0T8W0LDS. 
JuDoss.— J.  G.  Attwater,  Britford,  Salisbury. 
T.  Porter,  Bamton,  Cirenooster. 
E.  Ruck,  Castle  Hill,  CricUade. 

Shearling  Ram.— First  prise,  £20,  T.  Brown,  Marliam  Hall 
Farm,  Downham  Market,  Norfolk ;  second  of  £10,  R.  Lane, 
Cottage  Farm,  Eastington,  Northleach;  third  of  £6,  T. 
Brown.    Reserve  and  Highly  Commended :  T.  Brown. 

Ram  of  any  other  age.— First  prize,  £20.  T.  B.  Browne, 
Salperton  Park.  Andoversford ;  second  of  £10,  J.  Godwin, 
Troy  Farm,  Somerton,  Deddington ;  third  of  £6,  J.  Godwin. 
Reserve  and  Highly  Commended :  T.  Brown,  Marham. 

Pen  of  five  Shearling  Ewes.— First  prize,  £16.  J.  Gillett, 
Minster  LoveU,  Witney;  second,  J.  Gillett;  third  of  £6,  R. 
Game,  Aldsworth,  Northleach.    Reserve :  J.  Gillett. 

Ten  Ewes,  without  reference  to  age,  who  have  suckled 
lambs  to  June  1st.— The  prize,  £16,  The  Executors  of  the  late 
T.  Gillett,  Kilkenny  Farm,  Faringdion.  Reserve :  J.  Williams' 
Caercady,  Cowbridge. 

Ten  Ram  Lambs.-The  prize,  £10.  J.  Gmett.  Oaklands, 
Charlbury.  Reserve:  C.  Gillett,  Lower  Haddon,  Bampton, 
Faringdon. 

Ram  of  any  age.— First  prize,  £6,  J.  Godwin.  Reserve? 
W.  Ck)ther,  m^me  Aston. 

LINCOLNS. 
Jvnaxs  (and  for  Rvland  and  othec  Longwool).  — 

W.  Bartholomew,  Wadmngton  Heath,  Lincoln. 
J.  H.  Caswell,  Loughton,  Folkingham. 
H.  Mackinder,  Langton  Grange,  Spilsby. 
Shearling  Ram.— First  prize,  £20,  T.  Gunnell.  Milton,  Cam- 
bridge; second  of  £10,  R.  Wright,  Nocton  Heath.  Lincoln; 
third  of  £6,  R.  Wright.     Reserve  and  Commended:    R. 
Wright. 

Ram  of  any  other  age.— First  prize.  £20.  H.  Dudding, 
Panton  House,  Wragby,  Lincohi:  second  of  £10,  H.  Dud- 
ding ;  third  of  £10,  W.  F.  Marshall.  Branston,  Lincoln.  Re- 
serve and  Commended:  H.  Dudding.  Commended:  T. 
Cartwright,  Dunston  Pillar,  Lincoln  (for  two  rams). 

Pen  of  five  Shearling  Ewes.— First  prize,  T.  Cartwright ; 
second,  T.  Cartwright.  Reserve  and  (Commended :  J.  Pears, 
Mere,  Branston,  Lmooln. 

RYLAND  AND  OTHER  LONG-WOOLLBD. 
(Not  qualifled  to  oompete'as  Leicester,  Cotswold,  or  Linoolns.) 

Shearling  Ram.— No  entry. 

Ram  of  any  other  age.— First  prize,  £20,  J.  Lynn,  Church 
Farm,  Stroxton  (Lincoln  longwool);  second  of  £10,  J.  T. 
Pinches, Hardwick,  Pembridge(Ryland).  Reserve:  F. Street, 
Harroviiien  House,  Bedford,  Bury  Royal  (Norfolk  longwool). 

Pen  of  five  Shearling  Ewes.— First  prize,  £16,  T.  W.  D. 
Harris,  Wootton,  Northampton.— No  competition. 

OXFORDSHIRE  DOWNS. 

JuDGSs.- A.  Edmonds,  Longworth  Lodge,  Faringdon. 
H.  Overman,  Weasenham,  Brandon. 
Z.  W.  Stilgoe.  Adderbury  Grounds.  Banbnxy. 

Shearling  Ram.— First  prize,  £20,  G.  Wallis.  Old  Shiflfbrd, 
Bampton.  Faringdon ;  second  of  £10,  G.  Wallia ;  third.  C. 
Hobbs.  Maisey  Hampton,  Cricklade.  Reserve  and  Highly 
Commended :  F.  Street.  Highly  Commended :  F.  Street  and 
G.  Wallis.  Commended :  J.  Treadwell,  Upper  Wiuchendon, 
Aylesbury  (for  two  rams) ;  A.  F.  M.  Druce,  Burgfleld,  Read- 
ing; and  Sir  H.  W.  Dashwood,  Bart.,  Kirtlington  Park, 
Oxford. 

Ram  of  any  other  age.— First  prize.  £20,  G.  Wallis ;  second 
of  £10.  G.  Wallis ;  third  of  £6,  A.  F.  M.  Drace.  Reserve 
and  H^hly  Commended:  J.  Longland.  Crendon.  Northamp- 
ton.   CJonmiended :  J.  Treadwell  (for  two  rams). 

Pen  of  five  Shearling  Ewes.— First  prize,  £16,  G.  Wallis ; 
second  of  £10.  A.  F.  M'Jton  Drace ;  third,  F.  Gillett,  Upton 
Downs,  Burford.  Reserve  and  Highly  Commended:  C. 
Gillett,  Cote  House.  Bampton,  Faringdon.  Highly  Com- 
mended: Sir  H.  W.  Dashwood.  Commended :  J.  TreJBtdwell ; 
C.  Gillett;  C.  Howard,  Biddenham,  Bedford;  and  the  execu- 
tors of  the  late  W.  Button,  Eynsham. 

Ten  Ewes,  without  reference  to  age,  who  have  suckled 
lambs  to  June  1st.— The  prize,  £16,  J.  Treadwell.  Reserve : 
F.  GiUett. 

Ten  Ram  Lambs.— The  prize,  £10,  J.  S.  Parker.  IfBey, 
Oxford.    Reserve :  W.  Chillmgworth,  Cuddesden,  Whoatley. 

Ten  Ewe  Lambs.— The  Prize,  £10,  the  executors  of  the  late 
W.  Button.    Reserve:  W.  ChiUingworth,  Cuddesden. 

SOUTHDOWNS. 
JusGKs.- T.  Cooper,  Bishopstone,  Lewes. 

H.  Fookes,  Whitchurch,  Blandford. 
H.  Lugar,  Ingham,  Bmry  St.  Edmunds. 
Shearling  Ram.— First  prize,  £20,  Lord  Walaingham,  Mer- 
ton  Hall.  Thetford;  second  of  £10,  Lord  Walsingham ;  third 
of  £o.  Lord  Walsingham.    Reserve  and  Highly  Commended ; 
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Lord  Walainghnm.  Highly  Commended :  W.  Rigden,  Hoye» 
Brighton ;  and  Lord  WaUingham.  Commended :  Lord  Wal- 
Bingham ;  H.  Humphrey,  Aahington,  Harst,  Sussex ;  J.  and 
A.  Heasman,  Angmering,  Arundel,  Sossez ;  U.  8.  Waller, 
Farmington,  Northleach ;  and  Sir  W.  Throckmorton,  Bart., 
Buckland,  Faringdon. 

Bam  ot  any  other  age.^First  prize,  £20,  Lord  Walsing- 
ham :  second  of  £10,  Sir  W.  Throckmorton,  Bart. ;  third  of 
£5,  Lord  Walsingham.  Reserve  and  Highly  Commended: 
W.  Rigden.  Highly  Commended:  Lord  Walsingham;  the 
Duke  of  Richmond,  K.G.,  Goodwood,  Chichester  (for  two 
rams) ;  J.  and  A.  Hoasman ;  and  Lord  Sondes,  Elmham 
Hall,  Thotford.  Commended:  the  Duke  of  Richmond;  H. 
Humphrey ;  and  Sir  W.  Throckmorton. 

Pen  of  five  Shearling  Ewes.— First  prize,  £16,  Lord  Wal- 
ainsrham ;  second  of  £10,  the  Duke  of  Richmond  {  third  of  £5, 
W.  Rigden.  Reserve  and  Highly  Commended :  Lord  Sondes. 
Highly  Commended :  H.R.U.  the  Prince  of  Wales.  K.G., 
Bandnngham.  King's  Lynn.  Commended:  H.R.H.  the 
Prince  of  Wales;  the  Duke  of  Richmond;  and  Colonel 
Tomline. 

SHROPSHIRES. 

Jvnaxs.— B.'Bond,  Swansmoor,  Great  H^rwood,  Staflbrd. 
W.  Kemp  Bourne,  Fisherwiok,  Liichfleld. 
R.  H.  Masfen,  Pendeford,  Wolverhampton. 

Shearling  Ram.— First  prise,  £30,  J.  Cozon,  Freeford  Farm, 
Lichfield ;  second  of  £10,  T.  Siansell,  Adcott  Hall,  Basohuroh, 
Shropshire;  third  of  £6,  Sarah  Beach,  the  Hattons,  Bre- 
wood.  Reserve  and  Highly  Commended:  Lord  Chesham, 
Latimer,  Chesham.  Highly  Commended :  J.  Evans,  UflOng- 
ton,  Shrewsbury ;  and  T.  Fenn,  Stonebrook.  Commended: 
Lord  Chesham  (for  two  sheep) ;  Sarah  Beach ;  T.  Manaell ; 
and  J.  Evans  (for  two  sheep). 

Ram  of  any  other  age.— First  prize,  £20,  J.  Evans  ( Standard 
Bearer) ;  second  of  £10,  Sarah  Beach ;  third  of  £5,  Sarah 
Beach.  Reserve  and  Highly  Commended:  T.  Mansell. 
Highly  Commended:  W.  Baker,  Moor  Bams,  Atherstone. 
Commended :  W.  G.  Preece,  Frodedey  Park,  Shrewsbury. 

Pen  of  five  Shearling  Ewes.— First  prize,  £16,  Lord  Ches- 
ham :  second  of  £10,  J.  H.  Bradburne,  Pipe  Place,  Lichfield ; 
third  of  £5,  Lord  Sudeley,  Toddington,  Winchcombe.  Re- 
aerve  and  Highly  Commended :  J.  H.  Bradburne. 

HAMPSHIRE  AND  OTHER  SHORT-WOOLLED. 
(Not  oualifled  to  compete  as  Southdown  or  Shropehire.) 
Junass  (and  for  Dorsets).— 

W.  B.  Canning,  Elston,  Devizse. 
J.  R.  Newton,  Campsfield,  Woodstock. 
H.  Thumall,  Royston,  Herts. 
Shearling  Ram.— First  prize,  £20,  A.  Morrison,  Fonthill, 
House,  Tittbury,  Wilts ;   second  of  £10,  J.  Rawlence,  Bui- 
bridge,  Wilton;   third  of  £10,  J.  Rawlence.    Reserve:  A. 
Morrison. 

Ram  of  any  other  age.— First  prize,  £20,  J.  Rawlence; 
second  of  £10,  J.  and  M.  Arnold.  Westmeon,  Petersfleld, 
Hants ;  third  of  £5,  S.  King,  Bockhampton  Farm,  Lam- 
bonmo.  Reserve  and  Commended:  J.  Robson,  Bymess, 
Rochester,  Northnmberland. 

Pen  of  five  Shearling  Ewes.— First  prize,  £16,  J.  Rawlence; 
second  of  £10.  J.  Rawlence ;  third  of  £6,  J.  Barton.  Re- 
serve :  J.  P.  King,  North  Stoke,  Wallingford. 

DORSETS. 
Shearling  Ram.— First  prize,  £20,  H.  Mayo,  Cokers  Frome, 
Dorchester ;  second  of  £10,  J.  W.  James,  Mappowder  Court, 
Blandford.    Reserve:  H.  Farthing,  Nether  Btowey,  Bridg- 
water. 

Pen  of  Five  Shearling  Ewes.— First  prize,  £16,  H.  Farthing ; 
second  of   £5,  A.  Bond,  Hunstile,  Bridgwater.    Reserve  : 
H.  Mayo. 
IsspBCTOBS  OB  Shxabinq.— H.  Bouc,  Avon,  Ringwood. 

R.    Brown,  Wigginton  House, 

Tetsworth. 
W.  Jobson,  Buteland,  Hexham. 

PIGS. 

JcooBB.— J.  Fisher,  Woodhouse,  Crosshills,  Yorkshire. 
J.  Smith,  Henley-in-Arden. 
J.  S.  Turner,  Chyngton,  Seaford. 

Boar  of  a  larg^  white  breed,  above  twelve  months  old.— 
First  prize,  £10.  J.  and  F.  Howard,  Britannia  Farm,  Bed- 
ford  (Victor  2nd) ;  second  of  £6,  R.  E.  Duckering.  Northorpe, 
Kirton- Lindsay  (Cultivator  6th).  Reserve:  P.  Eden,  Cross 
Lane,  Salford,  Manchester  (Sampson). 

Boar  of  a  large  white  breed,  above  six  months  and  not 
exceeding  twelve  months  old.— First  prize,  £10,  M.  Walker, 
Stockley  Park,  Anslow,  Burton-on-Trent  (Hero) ;  second  of 
£6,  M.  walker  (Alfred  the  Great).  Resei*ve:  G.  Chapman, 
Seamere,  Scarborough  (Yorkshireman). 

Boar  of  a  small  white  breed,  above  twelve  months  old.— 
First  prise,  £10,  H,  Neild,  the  (grange,  Worsloy,  Manchester 


(The  Dootor) ;  leoond  of  £6,  P.  Eden  (Toimg  King  of  th« 
West).  Reserve  and  Highly  Commended :  w.  Hatton,  Ad* 
dingham,  Leeds.  (Tommended:  G.  M.  Bexton,  Whentesd 
Hall,  Ipswich  (Young  Snowball)  and  M.  Walker  (Little  John 
2nd). 

Boar  of  a  small  white  breed,  above  six  months  and  not  ex- 
ceeding twelve  months  old.— First  prize  £10,  P.  Eden  (Yoong 
Prince);  second  of  £5,  W.  Hatton,  Addingham,  Leeds 
(Dreadnought).  Reserve  and  Commended:  W.Parker, 
Bradford  (Roger).  (Commended :  G.  Chapman  (Bobin 
Hood). 

Boar  of  a  small  black  breed.— First  prize,  £10,  G.  H'Caim, 
Court  Farm,  Malvern  (Wallace) ;  second  of  £6,  S.  G.  Steam, 
Brandestone,  Wickham  Market  (The  Parson).  Besen-e  and 
Highly  Commended :  G.  M.  Sexton,  (Kingcraft). 

Boar  of  the  Berkshire  breed.— First  prize,  £10,  G.  Griggs, 
Oaklands,  Romford  (Prince) ;  second  of  £5,  R.  Bwacwick, 
of  R.  A.  College  Farm,  Cirencester  (Sambo  2nd).  Beserre 
and  Highly  Commended:  H.  Hnmfrey,  Kinsstone  Fsnn, 
Shrivexmam  (No.  283  M).    The  class  Commended. 

Boar  of  a  breed  not  eligible  for  the  preceding  dssses.— 
First  prize,  £10,  J.  E.  Fox,  Mansion  Hoose,  Great  Horton, 
Bradford  (Young  Prince  of  Airedale) ;  second  of  £S,  P.  Eden, 
(King  Lear  Srd) .    Reserved :  R.  B.  Duckering  ( WaUaoeiad). 

Breeding  Sow  of  a  large  white  breed. — ^Ftrst  prize,  £10, 
M.  Walker  (Thalia) ;  second  of  £6,  J.  and  F.  Howard  (Lon^- 
ville  2nd).  Reserve:  R.  E.  Duckering  (Princess  Bojsl). 
The  class  Highly  Commended. 

Breeding  Sow  of  a  small  white  breed.— First  prise,  £10, 
W.  Hatton  (Pride  of  the  Village) ;  second  of  £6,  P.  Xdeo 
r Sunshine).  Reserve  aud  Highly  Commended:  W.  Bsttoo 
iCharminff  May).  Highly  Ck>mmended :  R.  E.  Duckering 
(Lily).  Commended ;  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  « 
Wales,  K.G.;  J.  Wheeler,  Long  Compton,  Shipston-on- 
Stonr  (Lovely  2nd) ;  and  G.  M.  Sexton  (Our  Maiy  Ann). 

Breeding  Sow  of  a  small  black  breed.— First  prize,  £10, 
S.  G.  Steam  (Aunt  Hannah) ;  second  of  £6,  G.  H.  Bexton 
(Hester).    Reserve:  Q.  M.  Sexton  (Sonshine). 

Breeding  Sow  of  the  Berkshire  breed.— First  prise,  £1<^ 
A.  Stewart,  St.  Bridge,  Gloucester  (Duchess) ;  second  of  £S, 
R.  B wanwick  (Sally  6th) .   Reserve  and  Highly  Commended : 

A.  Stewart  (Princess).  Commended  :  J.  Spencer,  Yillier's 
Hill,  Kenilworth  (Princess  6th) ;  W.  Parsons.  Hill  Farm, 
Elsfield,  Oxford ;  A.  Stewart  (Countess)  ;  H.  Humfrey  (No. 
239  A) ;  the  Rev.  H.  G.  Baihr,  Swindon ;  and  B.  G.  Clftrk^ 
Manor  Farm,  Haddenham,  Thame  (Pride  of  the  Vale). 

Breeding  Sow  of  a  breed  not  eligible  for  the  preceding 
classes.— First  prize,  £10,  P.  Eden  (Busy  Bee) ;  second  of  £3, 
R.  E.  Duckering  (Primrose).  Reserve  and  Highly  Com' 
mended :  W.  Hatton  (Queen  of  the  West).  Highly  Com- 
mended :  P.  Eden,  Salford  (Lancashire  Lass).  Commended : 
F.  H.  Everett,  Bridgham,  Thetford  (Buiy  Belle) ;  and  W. 
Parker,  Leeds  (Dewdrop). 

Pen  of  three  breeding  Sow  Pigs  of  a  larse  white  brend,  of 
the  same  litter,  above  four  and  under  eight  months  old.— 
First  prize,  £13,  R.  E.  Duckering;  second  of  £6,  M.  Walker 
(The  Three  Graces).    Reserve :  J.  and  F.  Howard. 

Pen  of  three  breeding  Sow  Pigs  of  a  small  white  breed,  of 
the  same  litter,  above  four  and  under  eight  months  old.— 
First  prize,  £10,  G.  M.  Sexton  (We  Challenge  All);  second 
of  £3,  P.  Eden. 

Pen  of  three  breeding  Sows  of  a  small  black  breed,  of  the 
same  litter,  above  four  and  tmder  eight  months  old.— Fim 
prize,  £10,  G.  Tumor,  jun.,  AUexton,  Uppingham  (Improved 
Essex).    No  competition. 

Pen  of  three  breeding  Sow  Pigs  of  the  Berkshire  breed,  of 
the  same  litter,  above  four  and  under  eight  months  old.— 
First  prize,  £10,  R.  S wanwick;  second  of  £5,  R.  Fowler, 
Broughton  Farm,  Ayloabuiy.  Reserve  and  Highly  (Com- 
mended :  R.  Fowler.  Highly  Commended :  The  fiev.  E.  0. 
Baily.    Commended:  H.Humphrey. 

Pen  of  three  breeding  Sow  Pigs  of  a  breed  not  eligible  tot 
the  preceding  classes,  of  the  same  litter,  above  fonr  and 
under  eight  months  old.— First  prize,  £10,  M.  Walker  (Thalia, 
Teresa,  and  Tiny)  :  seoond  of  £5,  G.  Chapman  (Three 
LiUes).  , 

Berkshire  Boar  and  Sow,  with  their  offkpriog,  under  twd^ 
weeks  old.— First  prize,  £6,  H.  Hum&ey  (Royal  Oak  and 
Beauty  Bewitched).    Reserve:    Sir  W.  Throokmonoo. 

Pair  of  Berkshire  Boars,  from  one  litter,  under  six  monJM 
old.— First  prize,  £10,  H.  Humfrev.  (Nos.  314  M  and  N). 
Reserve:  The  executors  of  the  late  W.  Hewer,  Seren< 
hamptou,  Highworth. 

TsxBBnrABT  IirsrxcTOBs.- Professor  Simonda. 
Professor  VameU. 
Assistant  Inspector.— R.  L.  Hunt. 

STXwAxns  OF  Stock. 
D.  R.  Davles,  Mere  Old  Hall,  Knntsford,  Cheshira. 
Jacob  Wilson,  Woodhom  Manor,  Morpeth. 
Sir  Watkin  W.  Wynn,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Wynnstay,  Boabon. 

DiBlCTOX  0»  THE  ShOW.  ,       .^ 

B.  T.  Brandreth  Gibbs,  Half-Moon-street,  PiocadiUfi  I^^ 
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PABMS  IN  THE  OXFORD  DISTRICT. 

Jvoaif.— OibboiUL  Bumfoot.  Cumberland. 

H.  H.  Keary,  Bxid^orth. 

W.  T<HT,  lylwby,  Grimsbj. 

Tint  prin  of  a  aflver  cap,  value  100  gnineaa,  for  the  beet 

aollivtied  flvm  in  the  dietriot  round  Oxford,  Hn.  M.  B. 

Hifiington,  AahgrOTe,  Ardl^,  Biceeter ;  second  of  £60,  J. 


bof^.  BKotaary.  and  W.  DenchiieUU  Beaington.  Highly 
paued :  T.  Tiatham,  Little  Whittenham,  Abingdon  (for  aheep 
numajj^ement). 


THE  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Iltf  aaaoal  meeting  was  held  on  the  dlow  ground  on  the 
Taesday ,  the  Duke  of  Deronihira,  the  pierideat,  in  the  chair. 

The  SicuTABT,  Mr.  Jenkina»  read  the  report  of  the  Jodgea 
of  ftnoB,  which  atated  that  the  first  prize,  a  silver  cap, 
nine  £100.  offered  by  James  Mason,  Esq.,  ex-High  Sheriff  of 
Couitj,  for  the  hest  coltiTsted  (arm  around  Oxford,  had  been 
&iruded  to  B£rs.  Mary  Elizabeth  MiUington,  of  Ash  Grove 
Ann,  Ardley,  Bicester:  the  second  prize  of  £50.  offered  by 
the  Society,  to  Mr.  John  Treadwell,  of  Uoper  Winchendon ; 
ai  the  iodme  also  highly  commended  the  form  of  Mr.  Robt. 
Cnddock,  of  Lyneham,  Chipping-Norton,  which  they  recom- 
■oded  should  have  a  third  prize.  Three  other  farms  thev 
eonmeoded,  viz,  those  of  Mr.  N.  Stilgoe  and  Mr.  Z.  W.  Stil- 
foe,  Adderbuiy,  and  Mr.  W.  Denchfleld,  Easington  Farm, 
Buibuy.  The  sheep  manasement  of  Mr.  Thomas  Latham, 
of  Little  Wittenham,  Abingdon,  was  also  recorded  worthy  of 
the  highest  praise. 

The  Chaibman,  in  presenting  the  prize  to  Mrs. 
MiSiagton's  brother,  said  this  was  a  new  nature  of  the  So- 
aetj,  indebted  to  the  liberality  of  the  bite  High  Sheriff. 

Lord  YuLNON  propoeed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Mayor  and 
Corpontion  of  Oxford. 

Lord  Kbstxtui  seconded  the  reiolntion,  which  was  passed, 


Alderman  R.  J.  S?iXB8  responded. 

Mr.  H.  S.  I^OMPBON  propoied  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Local  Committee. 

Mr.  Wrxn  Hosktks,  M.P.,  seconded  the  vote  of  thanks, 
which  was  paised. 

Colonel  KiNOBOOTS,  M.P.,  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Railwajr  Companies  for  the  arrangements  they  had  made  in 
fiicilitating  the  transit  of  machinery,  implements,  and  live 
stock. 

Mr.  J.  Druci,  of  Eynsham,  seconded  the  resolution,  which 
was  passed. 

The  Chairmait  said  this  concluded  the  formal  business  of 
the  meeting,  but  it  was  his  daty  to  ask  whether  any  member 
wished  to  address  any  observations  to  the  Council. 

Mr.  H.  MiDDLSTON  as  an  exhibitor  of  cattle  wished  to 
ask  who  had  the  responsibility  of  appointing  the  judges,  and 
how  they  were  elected  P  He  referrea  to  the  dasa  of  Channel 
IsUnds  cattle,  for  which  there  were  two  judges,  one  being 
from  the  Islsind,  and  the  other  a  Hereford  man.  Any  one 
who  examined  the  second  prize  cow,  above  three  years  old, 
would  see  the  point  of  the  question  which  he  put. 

Mr.  Ls  CoRMU  said  that  as  one  of  thejudges  of  the  Royal 
Agricultural  Society  of  England,  and  also  a  member  of  the 
Jersey  Agricultoral  Society,  he  had  done  his  utmost  to  do 
justice  to  the  exhibitors  of  the  stock  which  he  was  asked  to 
examine;  and  he  was  prepared  to  give  at  once  the  substance 
of  his  report  on  the  several  classes. 

The  Chairmah  said  the  appointment  of  judges  rested  with 
the  Council,  who  took  all  possible  pains  to  have  men 
whom  they  thought  were  the  best  fitted  to  discharge  the  duties. 

Mr.  J.  Howard,  M.F.,  complained  that  the  arrangement 
of  the  Show  Yard  did  not  do  justice  to  the  exhibitors  of  im- 
plements. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Thompson  and  Mr.  Brandreth  Gibbs  ex- 
plained that  the  Council  had  studied  the  interests  of  the  im- 
plement exhibitors,  and  made  the  best  arrangements  they  pos- 
sibly  could,  having  regard  to  the  shape  of  the  ground. 

A  vote  of  thann  was  then  passed  to  the  Prwident. 


THE    NEW    FARM. 


"  More  enjoyable  if  not  your  own,"  I  murmur  inwardly, 
u  I  fold  up  to  return  a  most  tempting  advertisement  of 
ao  esUte  in  North  Wales,  described  as  a  "  Virgin  Estate/' 
and  containing  besides  some  three  thousand  acres  of  cul- 
tinted  land,  no  end  of  gorse  hills,  undevelop^  slate, 
unagiaed  coal-beds,  innumerable  wild  gorges  and 
casesdes,  jost  exactly  what  one  enjoys  most  thoroughly 
u  a  tourist  in  quest  of  refreshment  after  dusty,  exhaustive 
work  in  chambers,  but  what  one  wouldn't  care  to  invest 
io,  considering  the  trouble  the  development  of  such  varied 
Raoorces  must  entail,  unless  one  were  in  possession  of 
fflch  s  glorious  "  aocnmolation  during  minority,"  as 
I^air  found  himself  possessed  of  when  he  wavered  be- 
tween baUdiog  a  cathedral  and  a  nest  of  innumerable 
wttages.  There  is  a  time  of  life  at  which  one  arrives 
when  trouble  really  does  bore.  Activity,  mental  no  less 
tkn  bodil7,  one  reads  in  disquisitions  on.  the  human 
^e,  begins  to  hang  fire  at  about  the  period  when  over- 
trained athletics  broJc  down — that  is  upon  the  near  side 
^&fty.  Then  it  is  that  Horatian  maxims  influence,  and 
Horatisn  pursuits  absorb— deep-bodied  claret— the  sound 
<>f  rippling  waters— ^he  glancing,  lustrous  leaves— the 
Tnce  of  birds — and  the  consciousness  of  bills  paid,  with  a 
joiey  balance  left.  At  this  period  it  is  perhaps  that  the 
amtteor  agriculturist  is  in  his  bloom.  He  has  by  dint  of 
jodiciooi  ample  expenditure,  deep  cultivation,  minute 
orer-sigbt,  and  nnweaxied  persecution  of  weedlings,  brought 
^  land  to  yield  au  annuaUy  improved  solid  lump.  He 
cao  iSord,  to  experiment  in  the  way  of  thin  sowing, 
and  bai  pleasiire  in  recording  his  experience  for  the  benefit 
Qfthcaijiieoltaral  coawanit^  i^t  large  ^amon^at  whom, 


as  amongst  all  pupils,  there  are  plenty  to  doubt  his  ability 
and  dicta.  But  away  with  philosophic  reflection,  it  is 
too  hot  for  that.  To  record  results :  First  let  me  resume 
the  old  story  of  the  autumn-pknted  potatoes.  What  are 
above  ground  appeared  much  kter — ^as  I  have  always 
found  to  be  the  case — ^thanthe  spring  planted;  but,  when 
once  up,  they  rapidly  overhauled  them  in  the  race,  as 
though  they  have  a  stronger  propulsive  power  somewhere, 
either  in  their  roots  finding  more  moisture  from  being 
lower  placed,  or  from  the  stem's  muscles  being  firmer 
because  of  their  greater  age.  About  one-seventh  have 
not  shown,  even  yet ;  but  when  I  stirred  the  soil  with 
my  spud  I  found  lots  of  white  tender  shoots  working  to 
get  clear  of  their  immurement.  I  have  consequently  sent 
a  man  with  a  fork  to  loosen  the  solidified  mould  along 
the  line  of  the  invisible.  It  would  have  been  wcU  if  I 
had  run  Garrett's  horse-hoe  over  the  plot  *  in  the  early 
spring,  as  I  fully  intended  doing,  but  was  over-advised. 
What  a  nuisance  is  advice  1  It  is  sure  to  put  a  man 
wrong  unless  his  counsellor  be  intimately  informed  of 
every  unknown  quantity  in  the  problems,  which  can 
rarely  be  done.  But  I  will  not  dwell  further  on  the  dis- 
agreeable, except  to  say  that  henceforth  I  will  follow  no 
advice  that  does  not  fit  in  with  mv  own  inclination  ;  and 
unsolicited  advice  I  will  throw  back  in  the  giver's  face. 
But,  as  my  temper's  boiling,  I  had  best  proceed  with  my 
story  and  let  reflection  on  the  past  alone.  I  have  oue 
pool  the  overflow  of  which  runs  on  to  a  ry^ass  plot  that 
helps  to  supply  the  cart  stable,  and  around  which  the 
wild  ducks  build,  out  of  which  it  is'  impossible  to  shut  a 
certain  mock-vard  element  qS  stained  lijaor«    On  the. 
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bank  of  this  I  am  fixing  a  pump,  and  I  propose  to  give 
the  potatoes  a  good  soaking  therefrom  oy  the  help  of 
watering  cans.  It  will  be  a  work  of  time  ;  but,  as  Sattou 
wisely  prints  in  his  catalogue  ii^unctions  to  swede- 
growers,  "Without  pains  no  gains."  The  root  which 
produced  in  my  man's  garden  over  thirteen  pounds  of 
potatoes  was  indulged  with  one  deep  drink  during  the 
drought.  Another  plan  I  am  about  to  adopt  in  my 
orchard  was  suggested  in  the  Bath  and  West  of 
England  Journal  for  1859,  but  which  I  will  quote  as  it 
may  not  have  fallen  in  the  way  of  some,  while  others  may 
have  passed  it  over.  An  American  apple-grower  writes : 
"  For  several  years  past  I  have  been  experimenting  on  the 
apple,  having  an  orchard  of  2,000  bearing  Newtown 
pippin  trees.  I  found  it  very  unprofitable  to  wait  for 
what  is  termed  the  '  bearing  year,'  and  it  has  been  my 
aim  to  assist  nature,  so  as  to  enable  the  trees  to  bear  every 
year.  I  have  noticed  that  from  the  excessive  productiveness 
of  this  tree  it  requires  the  intermediate  year  to  recover  itself, 
to  extract  from  the  earth  and  atmosphere  the  materials  to 
enable  it  to  produce  again.  This  it  is  not  able  to  do 
unassisted  by  art,  while  it  is  loaded  with  fruit,  and  the 
intervening  year  is  lost.  If,  however,  the  tree  is  supplied 
with  proper  food  it  will  bear  every  year,  at  least  such  has 
been  the  result  of  my  experiments.  Three  years  ago,  in 
April,  I  scraped  all  the  rough  bark  from  the  stems  of 
several  thousand  trees  in  my  orchard,  and  washed  all  the 
trunks  and  stems  within  reach  with  soft  soap,  trimmed 
out  all  the  branches  that  crossed  eanh  other  early  in  June, 
and  painted  the  wounded  part  with  white  lead,  to  exclude 
moisture  and  prevent  decay.  I  then  in  the  Utter  part  of 
the  same  month  slit  the  bark  by  running  a  sharp-pointed 
knife  from  the  ground  to  the  first  set  of  limbs,  which 
prevent  the  tree  from  becoming  bark-bound,  and  gives 
the  young  wood  an  opportunity  of  expanding.  In  July 
I  placed  one  peck  of  oyster-shell  lime  under  each  tree, 
and  left  it  piled  round  the  trunk  untQ  November,  during 
which  time  the  drought  was  excessive.  In  November  the 
lime  was  dug  in  thoroughly.  The  result  the  following 
year  was  1,700  barrels  of  choice  fruit,  besides  cider  (from 
refuse.  In  October  I  manured  these  trees  with  stable 
manure,  in  which  the  ammonia  had  been  fixed,  and 
covered  this  immediately  with  earth.  The  succeeding 
autumn  they  were  literally  bending  to  the  ground  with 
the  finest  fruit  I  ever  saw,  while  the  other  trees  in  my 
orchard  not  so  treated,  were  quite  barren,  the  last  season 
having  been  their  bearing  season." 

Careful  treatment  of  the  apple  I  have  myself  found  to 
be  rewarded.  Our  best  orchard  we  have  dressed  the  last 
two  years,  once  with  old  night-soil,  compost,  and  lime, 
dug  in  at  the  roots,  and  once  with  leaf  mould,  of  which 
the  chesnut  wood  affords  ns  annually  a  quantity.  We 
have  had  grand  crops  both  years  since,  and  there  is  a 
good  show  for  the  coming  season:  I  shall,  however,  try  to 
Ume  around  the  stems.  The  trees  are  too  old  to  derive 
benefit  from  a  splitting  of  the  bark. 

Our  youngsters  have  taken  to  bathing,  and  as  our  broad 
river  abounds  with  rapids  I  thought  it  best  yesterday  to 
inspect  the  scene  of  their  enjoyment.  I  took  down  the 
garden  syringe  to  give  a  drink  to  the  young  grass  that  is 
springing  with  a  melancholy  slowness,  where  I  pared  the 
broken  banks.  With  one  end  of  the  gutta-percha  pipe 
immersed  in  deep  water,  I  worked  away  until  I  was  quite 
hot,  pumping  now  lustily,  now  softly  to  the  amusement 
of  ray  young  geese,  who  were  splashing  in  a  quick  cur- 
rent just  beyond  my  range.  "  Papa's  squirting  the  bank," 
they  cried  with  delighted  ridicule.  In  faith  it  taught  me 
one  thing,  that  is,  to  estimate  the  value  of  a  good  hour's 
rain.  Only  to  watch  the  splashing  shower  absorbed  so 
rapidly  by  the  brown  bank  without  leaving  a  trace,  sird^ 
considering  the  weight  of  my  steady  exertion  I  felt  more 
than  ever  a  longing  that  the  brazen  heavens  would  open 


and  let  down  a  refresher  on  the  parched  meadow,  to  wkick 
we  look  for  our  winter  supply  of  hay.  Whatever  the 
price  of  this  article  will  be  I  cannot  dare  to  guess.  Cer- 
tain  it  is  that  hereabouts  there  is  no  bottom  grass,  there- 
fore right  thankful  am  I  that  I  put  in  thirteen  acres  of 
autumn  oats  after  wheat,  which  are  now  in  full  ear,  and 
I  hope  to  cut  when  three-parts  ripened  in  a  fortnight,  so 
as  to  get  in  mnstard  quickly,  with  a  strong  dose  of  arti- 
ficial, the  stubble  beinff  clean.  This  will  come  partly 
to  cut  in  chaff  with  wheaten  straw,  partly  to  conaame 
with  sheep.  Then,  it  being  my  own  land,  I  shall  pat 
wheat  in  again,  having  faith  in  Mr.  Lawes'  doctrine,  that 
every  soil  has  its  idiosyncracy.  This  particular  plot  is 
locally  considered  "  to  throw  a  capital  crop  of  wheit, 
one  of  the  best  about."  Why  then  not  meet  its  inelina- 
lion  P  The  idea  of  the  several  soils  in  various  oombisa- 
tion  being  adapted  to  special  vegetable  growths  bears  on 
its  surface  persuasion  to  my  mind.  I  shall  at  least  try 
it,  not  being  tied  to  the  four-course,  or  any  other  syitem. 
"  Some  take  coffee,  some  take  tea,"  is  a  piece  of  aedi- 
mentary  wisdom  we  owe  our  aocestora,  which  should 
never  be  lightly  regarded,  I  think.  So  I  shall  indulge  the 
land's  humour  to  its  utmost  bent. 

I  have  had  several  strangers  lately  to  inspect  my  piers 
and  their  success.  They  are  universally  approved,  and 
will  be  copied  in  each  case.  Now  that  the  water-volume 
is  shrunk  in  the  river-course,  the  heavy,  broad,  ronnded 
banks  of  washed-up  gravel  are  clearly  diaoemible,  having 
filled  several  deep  holes  to  the  brim.  There  was  bat 
little  damage  done  by  Uie  strong  winter  floods,  excepting 
to  the  one  that  stood  somewhat  lonely,  on  a  cUy  bottom, 
nor  has  that  suffered  since  I  erected  a  seeond,  at  about 
thirty  yards'  interval,  to  relieve  the  strain  at  that  point, 
there  being  thereon,  when  the  torrent  is  full,  a  tremen- 
dous blow  of  accumulated  billows. 

Grand  is  it  to  get  your  hay  cut  in  the  eariy  momiog. 
My  machine  was  busv  at  four  to-day,  and  the  swathes 
Gight  enough,  certainly)  are  already  half-withered,  while 
the  horses,  having  finished  for  the  day,  are  (it  is  not 
noon)  reposing  quietly,  after  a  fill  of  vetches.  Sleeping 
in  the  sun  with  wet  stockings  on  is  good  for  the  nciher 
limbs  of  neither  man  nor  grass. 

As  I  went  to  inspect  the  crop  last  evraing,  I  heard 
over  the  hedge  a  peculiar  cry  of  evidently  a  noraing 
mother,  somewhat  resembling  the  turkey,  somewhat  the 
brown  owl.  For  some  time  I  watched  vainly,  until 
suddenly  it  ceased,  she  having  canght,  I  fancy,  a  glimpse 
of  me  across  the  lane.  Yet  an  inCantine  wailing  went 
on ;  and  on  my  descending  through  the  gap  I  found  a 
little  nigger  of  a  bird,  fresh  hatched,  which  bit  my  finger 
resolutely,  and  covered  my  hand  with  oiL  I  diwovered 
then  it  was  the  offspring  of  a  landrail,  and,  as  it  would 
be  deserted,  took  it  home  to  the  children,  who  deposited 
it  amongst  some  young  pheasants  newly  hatched,  in  and 
out  of  which  it  runs  this  morning  quite  lively,  but  with 
a  lazy,  listening  look,  such  as  one  might  imagine  a  sipsy- 
lad  would  wear  if  caught,  upon  the  sudden  skedaddle  of 
poaching  parents,  and  introduced  by  his  captor  to  the 
mercies  of  the  village  dame.  Yioil. 


HOW  TO  KILL  LICE  ON  CATTLE.— A  corretpontot 
in  the  Country  Oentletnan  dissolved  about  a  pint  of  strong  son 
soap  in  a  pail  of  warm,  soft  water,  and  saturated  the  whole  of 
a  lousy  cow's  body  with  it;  after  about  thirty  minntes,  re- 
peated the  operation ;  and  in  thirty  minntes  longer  took  a 
pail  of  clean,  warm  water,  and  quickly  and  thoronghljr  washed 
out  all  the  aoap-water  and  dead  lice  in  large  qoaatities,  pat 
her  in  a  warm  stable,  and  covered  her  with  a  dry  hIaBiflt. 
The  next  day,  after  being  thoroughly  dried,  she  looked,  aDd 
seemed  to  feel,  like  a  new  animal,  more  than  doobled  b«r 
milk  within  twenty-four  hours,  and  immediately  eoouBenced 
gaining  flesh  and  general  thriftiness. 
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muen  Drepired  to  as  to  be  well  rooted  early,  an 
It  least  July,  Aa^nst,  and  September  in  the  freah  ( 
Uie  eflect  of  whicli  will  be  fine  plump  crowns  and 


Some  years  ago  I  was  at  considerable  pains  to 
ihow  what  eonld  be  done  with  strawberries  where  an  acre 
or  two  of  stiff  clay  land  could  be  got  and  a  little  cheap 
Ithav,  such  as  that  of  old  men  and  boys,  with  the  assist- 
laee  of  women  in  summer  time  to  gather  the  frnit,  and  I 
wu  voy  much  pleased  to  see  the  scheme  well  carried 
Mt  in  some  parts  of  Denbighshire,  on  the  borders  of 
Cheihire,  where  the  large  towns  with  their  raUway  transit 
leenre  a  ready  mnrhet  for  such  goods.  I  am  sorry,  how- 
ever, to  see  that  the  strawberry  literature  still  lags 
bdimd  the  spirit  of  the  age;  for  I  find  in  some  periodicals, 
»^re  better  things  mig^t  be  expected,  the  scheme 
idroeated  of  growing  the  plants  for  several  years— whereas 
the  whole  of  the  crop  should  be  from  a  fresh  plantation 
eroy  year.    The  planU  should  be  treated  as  biennials,  the 

and  have 
L  ground, 

-  fine  plump  crowns  and  strong 

bJosioms,  and  in  due  time  high-class  firuit ;  and  whilst 
one  adfocatea  cutting  off  the  runners  to  strengthen  the 
pluti»  and  another  mows  off  the  leaves  for  some  imaginary 
9Dod,  aD  this  labour  is  saved  by  trenching  down  the 
whole  of  the  strawberry  lines,  leaf  and  runner,  and  thus 
^etoally  clean  the  land  for  some  other  crop.  But  to 
Rtim  to  the  ranpbeny.  This  truly  British  pluit  belongs 
to  the  roseCunify,  and  the  veriest  briar  twig  is  not  half 
»  beset  with  pricldes  as  the  cane  of  the  wild  raspberry. 
Now  the  raspberry  is  a  shrub,  but  much  in  the  same  way 
tint  the  elder  is  a  shrub  or  small  tree,  for  they  are  both 
u  nearly  herbaceous  in  their  characters  as  they  could 
vdl  be,  so  as  not  to  be  entirely  so ;  for  the  raspberry 
cues  shoot  up  their  whole  length  one  year,  bear  fruit  the 
Mit,  and  then  die  down  to  the  eolkr,  so  that  when  a  new 
plantation  is  made  there  is  this  oddity  about  it,  that  you 
Dsy  get  a  crop  of  fruit  from  it  the  first  year  but  none  the 
Moond,  hence  it  is  necessary  in  raspberry  growing  to 
JKorc  plenty  of  voung  canes  every  year  to  be  the  fruit- 
bewen  in  the  foliowing  year.  The  raspberry  is  not  at  all 
mpioved  by  transplanting,  and  dislikes  all  digging,  fork- 
ing, or  other  interference  with  its  underground  system ; 
for  H  employs  its  own  travellers  and  sends  out  its  suckers 
mto  frett  jMsture  every  year;  mulching  or  liquid  manur- 
ing of  eoorse  must  be  provided  to  meet  the  heavy  strain 
jpon  land  bearing  such  a  weight  of  wood,  leaves,  and 
nrnt  But  instead  of  going  all  over  the  details  of  rasp- 
lory  culture,  their  distance  from  row  to  row  and  from 
{wat  to  niant  in  the  row,  and  stating  the  various  methods 
that  laspbenry  canes  have  been  tied— to  nula,  ropes,  rods 
«wm,  and  one  cane  tied  to  another  for  support,  in 
JJMT  to  give  the  suckers  room  to  grow  as  well  as 
tte  finriting  canes,  aU  this  the  (kmiUarity  of  the  sub- 
ject renders  unnecessary.  I  will  give  two  notable 
exunples,  one  of  the  finest  canes  and  finest  fruit  I  ever 
•w  prodneed  by  any  gardener  under  any  circumstances, 
iM  the  medium  in  which  they  grew,  and  another  of  the 
^W  rupbeny,  in  a  hedge-bank,  itself  forming  the  best 
Pwt  of  the  hedge,  where  the  fruit,  though  small  as  com- 
p™  with  the  cultivated  sorts,  was  high-flavoured;  and 
w  let  me  remark  that  we  have  scarcely  any  fruit, 
^Mth«  native  or  foreign,  of  higher  flavour  than  weU- 
npened  wild  raspberries.  Near  Torquay,  in  Devonshire, 
ij«d  the  rains  of  a  religious  house  caUed  Tor  Abbey, 
)«uj  mhabitsd  as  the  fimily  zeaidttiee  of  the   Gary 


familv,  and  partly  in  ruins.  The  tithe  bams  still  stand- 
ing bear  testimony  to  the  extent  of  the  Abbey;  but 
among  other  changes  that  had  come  over  the  place,  one 
could  not  be  mistaken  in  identifying  the  place  of  burial, 
for  in  that  consecrated  spot,  among  the  forgotten  dead, 
there  were  here  and  there  carvings  marking  the  graves  of 
men  of  note,  with  stone  coffins  not  a  few,  and  other 
articles  peculiar  to  pkces  of  sepulture.  This  grave-vard 
had  long  been  used  as  a  kitchen  garden ;  and  the  soil  in 
the  lower  part  seemed  a  sandv  black  mould,  of  unknown 
depth.  In  this  particular  locality,  and  elbowing  the 
atone  coffins  and  carvings  above-named,  tiiere  grew  one 
long  row  of  raspberry-canes.  These  were  in  height  like 
fishing-rods,  and  as  thick  as  an  ordinary  walking-stick. 
Ihey  did  not  appear  to  have  been  disturbed  for  several 
years,  and  were  not  likely  to  be  so  for  some  time  to 
come,  since  all  ideas  of  improving  their  condition  were 
quite  out  of  the  question,  as  they  yielded  annually  a 
heavy  crop  of  high-class  fruit,  and  plenty  of  runners  to 
form:  fresh  plantations.  Whoever,  therefore,  would  excel 
in  raspberry-culture,  must  bear  in  mind  that,  although  the 
suckers  or  runners  necessarily  live  just  under  the  surfiice 
of  the  soil,  the  real  feeders  of  the  plant,  ita  proper  roots, 
penetrate  after  food  to  a  great  depth,  and  are  gluttonoua 
foul  feeders;  ijideed,  raspbeny - canea  seldom,  if 
ever,  get  enough  of  manure,  for  it  should  be  deep 
in  the  earth,  out  of  the  way  of  drought  and  ehangea 
as  well  as  near  the  surface;  and  this  is  the  practical  leason 
to  be  got  from  the  Tor  Abbey  'canes,  for  it  wiU  be  at  a 
very  great  depth  that  we  should  now  find  the  mortal 
remains  of  that  once  important  community  where  loving 
hands  had  laid  them  with  piona  prayera,  and  more  or  leaa 
of  cremonial.  With  a  &ie  aouth-westem  climate,  and 
the  locality  only  a  few  feet  above  the  sea  level,  and  shel- 
tered by  tall  treea,  everything  was  in  fovour  of  growing 
fine  fruit,  but  the  prime  mover  was  the  chamel  house  of 
the  ancient  community,  and  the  planta  moored  in  that 
medium  might  well  send  up  shoots  that  seemed  like 
giants  rising  from  their  graves. 

But  our  immediate  bnainesfl  ia  not  so  much  with  the 
cultivated  raspberry  as  with  the  wild  one,  and  the  finest 
example  of  an  artificial  plantation  of  these  that  haa  come 
under  my  observation  I  will  now  endeavour  to  relate: 
An  English  nobleman*  who  had  begun  life  as  a  baronet 
some  four  score  years  ago  had  a  field  very  near  his  resi- 
dence, and  this  field  hsd  been  nick-named  the  "  Hoifye 
Held,'*  from  the  foct  that  it  had  given  employment, 
nearly  constant,  to  a  small  gang  of  labourera  during  his 
lordship's  very  long  life-time,  for  his  lordship  had  vowed 
very  early  in  life  that  the  **  Eodge  field*'  ahould  be 
drained  and  levied  regardless  of  expense.  Now  this 
field  was  only  a  gusset  of  land  of  some  three  or  four 
acres  in  extent,  and  when  the  adjoining  fields  had  been 
encloBiid  this  had  been  left  by  itself,  on  account  of  a 
dangerous  swamp  into  which  cattle  and  horses  at  various 
times  had  sunk ;  and  you  might  hear  in  confidence  from 
some  aged  crone,  that  at  some  remote  time  human  life 
had  been  sacrificed  in  this  dangerous  bog-hole,  in  proof 
of  which  it  waa  stated  that  at  long  iutervals  the  ghost  of 


*  He  has  been  dead  many  years  ago,  and  hia  talented  son 
succeeded  to  the  title  and  estates,  and  died  lately,  so  that  thia 
is  no  personal  aflkir  now.  We  apeak  of  the  character  of 
kings  after  the  death  of  their  snooesaora,  and  so  of  other 
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the  deceased,  whose  body  had  not  received  Christian 
burial,  yisited  the  "  Hodge  Field/'  and  the  doll  lines  of 
yew  hedges  in  the  adjoining  garden.  I  do  not  vonch  for 
this  digression,  but  "tell  the  tale  as  it  was  told  to  me." 
The  plan  for  improring  the  Hodge  Field  had  been  duly 
settl^  as  I  said  befoie  by  the  baronet  early  in  life,  and 
certainly  it  was  a  magnificent  idea ;  the  chief  features  of 
the  plan  consisted  in  cutting  a  great  ditch  along  its  lower 
side  of  such  breadth  and  depth  as  to  give  plenty  of 
materials  to  fill  up  all  inequalities  on  the  surface,  and  also 
to  secure  a  plentiful  outfall  for  the  drains.  But  the  bog 
when  cut  into  presented  engineering  difficulties  of  no 
ordinary  kind,  a  shifting  sand  being  one  completely 
barring  all  drainage,  and  this  was  accompanied  with  a 
layer  of  very  soft  black  peat,  and  when  the  soil  had  been 
flung  on  the  bank  from  the  drains  it  was  nothing  unusual 
to  fiind  the  bank  give  way  and  choke  the  drain,  and  as 
the  general  soil  of  the  field  was  a  sandy  loam  the  walls  of 
the  drains  invariably  fell  in  just  at  the  water  line,  so  that 
the  wounds  of  the  Hodge  Field  once  opened  had  to  be 
kept  running  in  open  ditches  for  many  a  year,  Now, 
although  his  lordship  never  succeeded  in  draining  the 
Hodge  Field,  he  did  succeed  in  making  such  a  bank  of 
wild  raspberries  as  I  fear  I  shall  never  see  again.  The 
perverseness  of  the  elements  in  this  simple  affiur  may 
be  seen  from  the  fact  that  when  water  was  wanted  in 
aummer  there  was  never  any  in  the  Hodge  Field,  but 
when  water  was  abundant  this  ditch  was  always  flooded, 
yielding  besides  water  a  heavy  layer  of  mud  and  sand. 
This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  since  no  outfall  had  been 
provided ;  but  when  the  ditch  was  dry  the  hedge  bank 
was  made  good  with  a  layer  of  mud,  plastering  up  all  in- 
equalities, and  giving  an  air  of  high  finish  to  the  rasp- 
berry hedge,  that  bristled  out  all  over  the  steep  sloping 
bank.  By  capillary  attraction  this  hedge  got  any  amount 
of  moisture  it  might  require  without  being  stagnated, 
fUddatit  faced  the  north,  and  was  fortified  against  in- 


trusion by  a  deep  ditch  in  front ;  it  had  all  that  rasp, 
berry  plant  could  desire,  and  on  its  part  it  yielded  snch  a 
thicket  of  prickly  canes,  every  cane  being  armed  with 
thousands  of  sharp-pointed  prickles,  as  secured  its  character 
for  being  a  trustworthy  hedge  plant.  In  the  shady  woodland 
we  find  the  wild  rose,  the  bramble,  and  the  raspberry  en- 
joying the  layer  of  fbie-leaf  mould,  and  the  calm  shdter 
of  the  trees  overhead,  and  the  moderate  degree  of  shade 
is  evidently  beneficial  to  these  three  sisters  of  the  rose 
family. 

Plants  that  will  thrive  in  the  shade  are  e^edally  im- 
portant, and  fruit-bearing  ones  are  sure  to  be  duly  ap- 
preciated «vhen  once  they  are  understood ;  aoreiy  there 
is  no  want  of  shady  banks  of  earth  where  rich  mud  could 
be  got,  and  a  quantity  of  wild-raspberry  plants  laid  on 
them,  and  kept  there  by  a  layer  of  earthy  puddle  or 
mortar,  made  of  manure  and  earth.  If  a  fence  has  to  be 
maintained,  try  one  of  raspberries,  for  it  has  prickles  like 
any  other  hedge  plant,  ana  has,  moreover,  fruit  which  no 
other  ordinary  hedge  plant  possesseth,  for  the  tart  bitter 
berries  of  the  hawthorn  would  be  a  sorry  substitute  for 
the  highly  fragrant  and  delicious  raspberry.  Yonng 
amateurs  find  that  there  are  a  great  many  difficoltiea  in 
the  way  of  growing  fruit.  Always  beginning  at  the  top 
of  the  ladder  instead  of  at  the  bottom,  they  try  to  grow 
exotics :  one  will  grow  early  cucumbers  whether  or  not, 
no  matter  how  useless  they  may  be,  even  should  he  suc- 
ceed. Another  strikes  out  boldly  for  melons,  and  a 
third  struggles  with  apricots  and  peaches,  all  delicate,  and 
all  liable  to  be  devoured  by  insects  and  all  slippery  cns- 
tomers,  easily  mismanaged ;  but  had  the  beginner  tried 
his  hand  first  on  our  native  fruits,  on  plants  that 
could  take  care  of  themselves,  such  as  the  raspberry,  the 
strawberry,  and  the  plum,  he  would  have  been  en^on- 
raged  by  his  success,  and  would  have  gained  experi- 
enee  to  go  on  to  the  coltiTatiou  of  greater  things. 

Salford,  Mjou,  Foutte. 


THE   AVEBAGB   PBIOB   OF   BRITISH   CORN,   AS   AFFECTING   THE  TITHB 

BENT  CHARGE. 


At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Newbury  Farmers*  Club,  Mr. 
Takitzb  read  a  paper,  in  which  he  said:  This  subject  na- 
turally divides  itself  into  two  questions,  viz.:  What 
is  tithe  rent  charge?  and,  How  that  rent  charge  is  af- 
feeted  by  the  mode  in  which  the  averages  of  British 
com  are  arrived  atP  1st.  What  is  tithe  rent  charge  P  It  is, 
as  we  all  know,  a  charge  on  hind  in  lieu  of  tithes.  Then  we 
naturally  ask  another  question— What  are  tithes  P  I  shall, 
with  your  permission,  make  a  few  remarks  on  tithes,  as  dis- 
tinct from  tithe  rent  charge,  as  preliminary  to  the  subject,  that 
of  com  averages,  which  is  more  immediately  before  ns  to-day. 
What  are  tithes  P  I  am  indebted  to  the  authors  of  the  Ency- 
clopaedia published  by  the  Society  for  Diffosmg  Useful  Know- 
ledge for  much  of  my  information.  The  description  of  tithes 
there  given  is  this :  "  Tithes  are  the  tenth  part  of  the  increase 
yearly  arising  and  renewing  from  the  profits  of  land,  the  stock 
upon  land,  and  the  personal  industry  of  the  inhabitants ; 
and  are  offerings  payable  to  the  Church  by  law,"  Now, 
as  to  the  origin  of  tithes.  The  first  mention  of  tithes 
we  find  in  the  best  of  books,  the  Bible,  and,  whatever  in- 
fidels or  scoffers  may  say  to  the  contrary,  T  fearlessly 
assert  that  it  is  the  very  best  authority  we  can  have  on 
all  subjects,  whether  for  the  government  of  a  conntiy,  or 
for  the  regulation  of  our  own  conduct  as  individuals. 
Under  the  theocratic  government  of  the  Jens,  the  tenth 
part  of  the  yearly  increase  of  their  goods  was  due  to  the 
priests  by  divine  right.  In  the  early  ages  of  the  Christian 
church,  payments  were  enjoined  by  decrees  of  the  church,  and 
sanctioned  by  general  usaae.  In  England,  the  first  instance 
of  a  law  for  the  offerins  of  tithes  was  that  of  Offa,  King  of 
Mercia,  towards  the  end  of  the  eighth  centwy,    He  first  gave 


the  church  a  ciril  right  in  tithes,  [and  enabled  the  clergy  to 
recover  them  as  their  legal  due. '  This  law  was  aftervardi 
extended  to  the  whole  of  England.  At  that  time,  altboogfa 
eveiy  man  was  obliged  to  nay  tithes,  the  partieulsr  church  or 
monastery  to  which  they  uiould  be  paid  appears  to  bsTC  been 
optional.  In  the  year  1^0,  Pope  Innocent  in.di»cted» 
decretal  epistle  to  tne  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  in  which  he 
enjoined  the  payment  of  tithes  to  the  **  parsons**  of  the  re- 
spective parishes  in  which  such  tithes  arose.  A  work  by 
Watson  on  tithes  informs  ns  that  tithes  were  of  three  kiads^ 
prasdiol,  mixed,  personal.  Such  as  arise  from  the  earth  or  the 
produce  of  the  land,  grain  of  all  sorts,  fruit,  and  herbs  wen 
called  prsedial,  so  caUed  because  a  piece  of  land  in  the  csbob 
law  was  called  FroBdium.  Things  nourished  by  the  earth,  as 
colts,  calves,  pigs,  lambs,  chickens,  cheese,  and  esgs  were  caUpd 
mixed  tithes.  Personal  tithes  were  paid  from  tab  profiti  aris- 
ing from  the  labour  and  industry  of  men  engaged  in  tn&e  or 
other  occupations,  being  the  tenth  part  of  the  clear  gain  after 
deducting  lul  charges.  Tithes  were  again  divided  into  two  kisdt 
—the  great  or  rectorial  tithe,  the  small  or  vicarial  tithe.  The 
mode  of  oolleotinjf  tithes  in  kind,  aa  adopted  far  oumy  yean 
(though  scarcely  in  the  recollection  of  many  of  the  farmers  m 
the  present  day),  was  a  fruitful  source  of  irritatios,  aod 
constantly  disputes  arose  between  the  dergyman  and  his 
parishioners.  Dr.  Paley,  in  his  "Moral  and  Political 
Economy,'*  chapter  12,  says,  "No  measure  of  such  ex- 
tensive concern  appears  to  me  so  practical,  nor  any 
single  alteration  so  beneficial  as  tiie  convenion  of 
tithes  into  com  rent.**  This  principle  of  commutation  iw 
first  proposed  to  be  applied  by  the  legislature  to  Ireland.  The 
Act  of  farliMneatforthfiCommutatton  of  lithei  in  £Bg w 
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and  Wafei,ii  Um  fith  and  Tth  Wm.  IV.,  diktod  ISth  April, 
188a,  and  which  has  been  generaDT  earned  oat.  There  can 
be  BO  doaht  that  on  the  whole,  the  snbrtitation  of  a  rent 
dune  m  lien  of  tithes  has  been  a  most  beneficial  change,  and 
titt  Act  that  the  general  average  for  the  last  84  years  for  £100 
•ppoitununent  amonnts  to  £100  19s.  6d.,  speaks  for  itwlf. 
Tm  basis  for  that  apportionment  wis* 

Wheat  ......    7s.  0^.  per  bnshel    56s.  2d.  per  qr. 

Bailey  3s.  IIH  per  boshel    Sis.  8d.  per  qr. 

Oats 8s.     9d.  per  boshel    28s.  Od.  per  qr. 

If  tiiat  was  a  fidr  basis  under  the  law  of  Protection,  is  it  so 
snder  Free  Trade  in  Com  ?  I  think  not.  1  think  it  operates 
agunit  the  interest  of  those  who  have  to  pi^  the  rent  dLarge. 
At  that  time  £100  represented*  Average  for 

Pec.1869, 

Wheat  282bnshels       320       less. 

Bsrlej   612  bushels       M2         70 

Oats 720bQahel8       640         80 

Ton  win  thns  see  that  while  wheat  has  decreased,  barley  and 
osti  sre  increased  in  price.  I  now  come  to  that  part  of  my 
nb|ect  more  immediate  before  ns  to-day,  viz.,  tne  mode  of 
taking  flie  Averages  of  mHA  Com.  In  obedience  to  the  Act 
before  mentioned  for  the  Commntation  of  Tithes,  the  Comp- 
troller of  Com  Betoms  ii  required  to  nve.  on  the  Ist  of  Janu- 
iry  in  every  year,  the  price  of  a  bnshd  of  wheat,  a  bnshel  of 
nnej,  and  a  bnshel  of  oats,  computed  from  the  weekly  aver- 
ige  of  the  Cora  Bfltoros  during  the  seven  preceding  years. 
A  rent  charge  is  of  the  value  of  a  certain  number  of  Dushels 
of  com— that  is  to  say,  one-third  wheat,  one-tiiird  barley, 
and  one-third  oata.  Supposing  a  rent  charge  to  be  worth 
2S0O  per  annum,  the  average  price  of  wheat  being  10s.  per 
tashei;  barley  Ss.,  oats  2s.  6d.  per  bushel,  the  £300  would 
then  repsent  200  bushels  of  wheat,  400  bushels  of  bariey, 
and  800  bushels  of  oats.  Thns  we  see  the  great  importance 
tbat  the  average  price  of  British  com  should  be  obtained  with 
18  much  correctness  as  possible,  both  for  the  calculation  of 
the  rant  charge  and  com  rents  regulated  by  the  same.  The 
Act  of  Victoria,  sec.  2,  cap.  14,  passed  on  the  29th  of  April, 
1842,  entitttled  *<  An  Act  to  amend  the  Laws  for  the  Importa- 
iioa  of  Com,"  contains  a  schedule  of  the  towns  from  which 
retains  were  made  for  ascertaining  the  averages  to  regulate 
the  duty  on  com ;  the  same  returns  have  bcoi  adopted  for  the 
tithe  rent  charge.  This  schedule  contains  the  names  of  278 
market  towns  taken  from  the  40  counties  of  England,  and  17 
Welah  towns,  making  the  total  number  290  from  which  re- 
tons  were  made.  That  Act  was  partially  repealed  on  the 
S9th  of  July,  1864,  so  far  as  that  140  towns  and  4  counties 
vere  itrack  out  of  the  schedule  altogether,  and  alao  11  of  the 
Wdah  towns.  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me,  that  districts 
growing  secondary  qualities  of  com  are  not  represented, 
vUle  other  districts  growing  the  best  qualities  are  represented. 
[Mr.  Ttoner  then  entered  into  statistics,  reciting  the  schedule 
of  towns  for  makin|p  com  returns,  as  shown  in  the  two  Acts 
of  Psrliament.]  He  continued :  If  it  is  necessair  to  have  a 
Biger  number  of  towns  to  get  an  average  to  regukte  the  duty 
OB  com,  sorely  it  must  be  equally  so  for  the  tithe  rent 
diar^.  Here,  then,  we  have  a  most  important  Act  of 
Pariuunent,  affecting  the  averages  of  British  com  passed, 
of  which  those  who  are  most  concerned  know  very  little 
aboQt.  I  think  I  am  correct  in  saying  ao,  becanae  I  have 
fonnd  but  few  men  either  buyers  or  sellers  that  know  or  are 
able  to  give  me  any  information  on  the  subject.  At  first 
nght  it  may  not  appear  likely  to  affect  the  question,  but  when 
joa  consider  the  met  that  one  half  of  the  towns,  or  nearly  so, 
are  now  strack  out  of  the  schedule,  is  it  likely  that  so  correct 
u  average  can  be  obtained  P  I  consider  the  larger  the  num- 
ber of  returns  the  better  provided  they  (airly  represent  the  dis- 
trict horn  whence  they  come.  Every  comer  of  the  kingdom 
where  com  is  grown  snould  be  represented.  The  towns  now 
left  ont  ought  to  show  the  aame  average  as  those  from  which 
retuni  are  made ;  bnt  to  get  these  would  be  an  undertaking 
moch  too  ngantic  and  eipensive  for  a  private  individual,  but 
which  ougnt  to  have  been  done  before  those  towns  were  ex- 
dDdcd,  and  may  have  been  obtained  for  aught  I  know  to  the 
contrary;  bnt  the  chances  1  think  are  against  it.  I  have 
taken  ttie  average  from  the  Beading  paper  for  eleven  towns 
la  onr  immediate  neighboorhood,  but  1  OP  not  place  much  re- 
uttce  on  thoir  conectness, 


Schedule  of  deven  towiia,  firom  BMdinfp  W^i  ^^^  ^  7^"^ 
endingDecember,  1869. 
Wheat 

Abingdon    48.8 

Alton  49.8 

Henley    60.8 

Hungerford 47.4 

Newbury 47.1i 

Oxford 46.10 

WaUingford 47.2 

Beading  60.7| 

Basingstoke    ...  47.9| 

Didcot 49.1 

Wantage 60.6| 

48.6 

Willich   48.2 


86.8 
89.6^ 
2.9i 


26.10 
26.0 


There  are  eight  counties,  and  aome  of  the  Uurge  ones  only  re- 
presented by  one  market  town.  I  think  yon  will  agree  with 
me,  that  one  town  in  any  large  county  cannot  give  a  fair 
avera^,  because  as  many  of  us  know  to  onr  cost  that  at  times 
one  district  of  a  county  suffers  from  drought  or  blight,  or  wet, 
while  the  other  parts  of  the  county  are  less  so,  or  do  not 
suffer  at  all  perhaps.  It  often  happens  the  wheat  is  blighted, 
the  barley  is  thin,  or  the  oats  li^ht  in  one  part  of  the  county 
and  not  elsewhere,  particuUrly  m  wet  and  cold  seasons.  Take, 
for  instance,  our  own  county  of  Berks.  Can  it  be  right  that 
Beading,  which  shows  the  highest  averages  in  the  list  to 
which  I  have  alluded  to  just  now,  and  Windsor,  the  diatriot 
for  white  wheat,  of  a  good  quality,  should  be  chosen  to  repre- 
sent the  county,  while  Newbury  and  Wantage  the  large  red 
wheat  markets  of  wheat  of  secondary  qualities  should  be  un- 
represented P  Take  Surrey— That  is  represented  by  Guildford, 
while  Croydon,  Kingston,  and  Dorking  are  left  out. 

Mr.  Tanner  then  read  the  following  letters  he  had  received 
on  the  subject : 

Dkak  Sul, — ^I  am  surprised  to  find  that  Guildford  is  the 
only  town  in  Surrey  that  sends  a  retum  of  the  com  sold  in 
the  market  To  my  mind  it  is  clear  that  the  county  is  pre- 
judiced thereby  as  regards  the  averages,  for  I  take  it  that 
Guildford  market  ia  about  the  higheat  of  any  in  the  county,  and 
it  is  notorious  for  having  brought  to  it  aome  of  the  heaviest 
and  best  wheat.  Yours  very  truly, 

QroydoH,  Mag,  1870.  BoBT.  Fuller. 

Wiltshire  again,  represented  by  Warminster  only,  leaving  ont 
Swindon,  Salisbury,  Devises,  and  others. 

My  dear  Sir,— I  think  the  Warminster  market  alow  average 
fat  wheat  for  the  county.  That  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  very 
high  for  barley  and  oats.  I  thought  I  could  have  sent  you  the 
averase  for  the  last  six  months  from  Michaelmas  to  Lady  Day, 
but  I  Dclieve  the  wheat  was  £2  Is.  lid.,  barley  about  88s.. 
and  oats  21s.  6d.  I  know  this  is  near  what  was  sent  me,  ana 
if  of  any  service  to  yon,  you  are  kindly  welcome  to  it. 
I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  fiaithfolly, 

W.  FEKBI8. 

Manor  ffouie,MUt<m,Pemey,  WilU,  May  IS,  1870. 
Hampshire,— now  we  find  that  from  aome  cauae  or  other  only 
one  town  was  crossed  off  the  schedule :  that  of  Christchurch, 
and  is  represented  by  nine  towna  TI  do  not  complain  of  that 
being  too  many),  but  if  necessary  for  Hampshire  why  not  for 
other  counties  P  I  have  a  letter  which  will  give  a  specimen 
of  one  of  ttie  markets  (that  of  Havant),  from  which  a  return 
is  made : 

"In  reply  to  your  questions  about  Havant  market  I  have  to 
inform  you  that  I  have  seen  my  neighbour  Mr.  Gibbons.  He 
says  there  is  no  market  at  all.  Mr.  Gibbons  says  he  has  been 
here  12  years,  and  he  has  never  sold  a  sample  of  com  or  heard 
of  one  being  sold  at  Havant  market.  I  think  I  have  seen  a 
notice  about  com  averages,  but  it  must  ba  all  a  farce,  if  there  is 
nothiuff  sold.  Chichester  and  Fareham  are  the  markets  for 
this  neighbourhood." 

I  think  this  ahowa  that  the  subject  has  not  received  that  at- 
tention from  headquarters  that  it  ought  to  have.  Why  should 
four  counties  be  left  out  altogether?  Butland,  it  is  true,  has 
a  verysmall  area.  Well  then,  take  Hereford  and  compare  it 
with  weatmoreland,  the  «re«  of  the  two  counties  being  near ^- 
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the  tame.  By  the  Btatistics  taken  from  the  Agricultural  Re- 
turns  of  Great  Britain  (which,  by  the  bye,  I  do  not  consider 
at  all  a  good  authority,  Wma^  give  some  approximate  return 
sufficient  for  this  purpose.)  These  statistics  show  that  Here- 
ford has  178,406  acres  of  knd  under  com,  green  crops,  &c., 
not  including  permanent  grass,  such  as  meadows.  This 
county  is  not  represented  at  all,  while  Westmoreland,  having 
only  50.686,  is  represented  by  two  market  towns. 
Durham,  fiunous  for  coal  and  mustard,  quite  a  coal  district, 
has  five  selected  towns ;  while  Hertfordshire,  Middlesex,  and 
Surrey,  the  three  counties  toother  with  a  much  larver  area 
and  much  more  of  a  corn-growing  district,  have  only  the  same 
number  among  them,  vix.,  Hertfordshire  2,  Middlesex  3,  Sur- 
rey 1.  ShrojMiire  shows  800,000  acres  under  com  and  green 
crops  (omitted  altogether),  Staffordshire  216,270  ditto,  and 
yet  Westmoreland,  with  only  50,000,  is  reoresented  by  two 
markets,  and  the  area  of  Staffordidiire  and  Shropshire,  being 
nearly  four  times  as  much,  not  represented  at  all ;  yet  Shrews- 
bury, Stafford,  and  Wolverhampton  are  very  important  mar- 
kets, I  know  personally.  Take  some  of  the  eastern  counties, 
about  the  same  area,  and  compare  with  some  of  the  southern 
counties : 

Norfolk  12    Somerset 4 

Suffolk    9    Gloucester  4 

Cambridge 3    Dorset 1 

Huntingdon    2    Wilts  1 

Bedford  1    Hants 9 

Hertford 2    Berks 2 

Middlesex  2    Oxford    1 

Essex 8    Bucks 1 

Surrey 1 

85  23 

I  may  be  asked  what  has  all  this  to  do  with  the  Com  Ave- 
rages P  Simply  this — ^Take  the  counties  I  have  just  mentioned, 
the  eastern  counties  as  a  rule  grow  the  finest  barley,  and  some 
of  the  finest  com  genendly.  IHow,  if  these  counties  send  in 
86  returns  against  23  in  those  counties  where  the  com 
generally  is  oi  an  inferior  character,  the  result  is  obvious. 
The  present  mode  of  taking  avera^  I  tliink  tells  more  on  the 
average  {>rices  of  barley  than  either  of  the  other  sorts  of 
grain,  which  averages,  as  I  mentioned  before,  have  increased, 
while  wheat  has  gone  back,  and  though  we  know  barley  has 
taken  a  high  price  for  the  last  year  or  two,  I  do  not  think 
many  of  us  have  made  an  average  equal  to  the 
average  shown  in  Willich's  tables  for  the  year  end- 
ing December,  1869,  viz.,  89s.  5d.  per  quarter.  There 
IS  no  doubt  that  fiurmers  using,  as  they  do  generaUy,  all 
their  tailing  com,  both  of  barley  and  oats  (more  so  I  think 
than  wheat)  all  has  its  effect  on  the  average.  From  these 
facts  we  have  a  strong  argument  in  support  of  Farmers*  Clubs 
and  Chambers  of  Agriculture.  I  venture  to  assert  that  one 
half  of  the  fiirmers  of  this  country  do  not  know  anything 
about  this  short  Act  of  Parliament  of  the  29th  of  July,  1864, 
and  which  I  cannot  help  thinking  very  seriously  affects  the 
average  of  British  com.  I  farther  venture  to  assert  that  that 
Act  would  never  have  become  the  kw  if  Farmers*  Clubs  and 
Agricultural  Chambers  had  excited  as  much  interest  as  at 
the  present  time— *nd  why  was  it  passed  P  To  save  a  little 
expmse  alias  trouble.  The  preamble  of  the  Act  rans  thus : 
"Whereas,  with  a  view  to  a  diminution  of  the  expense 
occasioned  by  the  publication  of  accounts  and  averages ;  and 
incurred  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  office  of 
Comptroller  of  Com  returns,  it  ii  expedient  that  the  provisions 
of  the  said  Act  (the  Act  of  184S)  bettered  in  some  parti- 
culars.** Then,  as  here  stated,  it  was  a  simple  Act  of  economy. 
I  think  yon  will  agree  with  me  when  I  say,  I  think  this  a 
very  legitimate  way  of  spending  public  money,  for  what  can 
be  of  much  more  importance  to  a  large  class  of  tax-payers 
than  that  every  trouble  should  be  taken  and  every  reasonable 
expense  incurred  to  obtain  a  correct  average  price  of  British 
com  P  on  which  depends  the  working  of  this  great  measure — 
ascertaining  the  rent  charge  payable  every  year  for  the  whole 
kmgdom.  You  will  now  ask  me  What  remedy  do  you  pro- 
pose? First.— I  should  say  let  all  the  counties  in  England 
ud  Wales  be  properly  rejpresented.  If  they  are  so  already, 
the  Comptroller  of  Corn  lUtums  must  be  in  possession  of 
statistics  to  prove  it.  and  if  so,  let  onr  Members  be  respectfully 

requested  to  move  ror  such  returns  to  be  made.    Secondly. 

That  the  sellen  should  make  returns  as  well  as  the  buyen. 
Wbv  aM  nnfe  ^  hUcts  in  the  conntey  to  be  trusted  to  do  as 


they  do  in  Iiondon ;  there,  it  is  the  seller  and  not  the  bnyer. 
Agricultural  statistics  are  collected  with  great  expense, 
and  not  very  satisfactory  after  all.  Why  cannot  the  isme 
machinery  be  used — say  once  a  quarter  let  every  farmer 
return  the  com  he  has  sold,  and  to  whom,  and  the 
quantity  of  tailing  com  used,  and  let  the  price  be  pot  on 
that,  after  a  certain  rate,  lOs.  below  the  best,  or  any 
sum  that  be  thought  right.  The  number  of  market  re- 
turns need  not,  I  think,  be  even  so  numerous  as  now,  only 
with  more  apparent  regard  to  the  oom-growinc  diitricta, 
and  the  area — ^I  say  apparent  because  in  loomg  over 
the  list  of  markets  I  think  it  must  strike  everyone  that 
some  districts  are  not  properly  represented.  I  would  slao  in- 
flict a  heavy  fine,  or  even  imprisonment,  on  any  party  who  ra- 
fused  to  make  a  proper  return,  or  for  making  an  unjust  return. 
It  has'oft«n  been  remarked  that  seven  years  is  too  long  a  time 
over  which  to  throw  the  average  for  the  rent-charge.  There 
are  some  cases  in  which  it  operates  harshly.  Take,  for  in- 
stance, a  man  with  a  farm  on  a  short  lease.  At  the  end  of 
his  lease  it  does  so  happen  that  sometimes  he  has  to  jwy  for 
several  vears  a  high  rent-charge  while  taking  a  low  price  for 
his  produce.  His  successor,  perhaps,  pays  a  low  rent-chai|{e, 
and  in  the  meantime  getting  a  mncn  higher  price  for  his  pro- 
duce. 1  think  myself  three  yean  would  be  better,  or  perhue 
best  of  all  to  take  it  annually.  Some  say,  why  not  nttke  tne 
tithe  apportionment  a  fixed  charge  P  but  that  could  not  be 
fidrly  done  until  the  annual  rent-charee  and  the  apportionment 
shomd  be  equal,  and  then  if  that  good  time,  of  which  we  have 
often  heard  as  "coming**  for  some  years  past,  should  come, 
the  owner  of  the  rent-cnarge  would  not  participate  in  it  I 
do  not  wish  by  any  means  to  impute  that  the  com  avengei 
are  otherwise  than  fairly  taken ;  but  with  these  facts  before 
us,  I  do  not  think  it  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  some  im- 
provement might  be  made,  both  in  the  area  and  the  preMat 
mode  of  obtaining  the  average  price  of  British  com. 

Mr.  Tanner  then  read  the  following  letter  from  the  He/.  C. 
W.  Everett,  of  Woolhampton :  "In  my  paper  on  'The  Agri- 
cultural Interest,*  which  1  read  last  year  to  the  Club,  I  made 
these  remarks  on  the  Tithe  Eent  Charge— *  The  tithe  rent 
charge  is  another  impost  which  is  usually  paid  bv  the  tensnt 
for  the  landlord.  If  this  was  a  fixed  charge,  or  ii  the  tenant 
received  back,  «hen  he  paid  his  rent,  the  sum  he  had  disbnned 
for  tithe,  it  would  not  much  matter  (as  between  the  owner  and 
occupier  of  land)  by  whom  it  was  paid.  But  as  this  eharg^ 
on  an  average  of  seven  yean,  varies  very  considerably  in 
amount,  it  may  happen  that  an  incoming  tenant  has  to  pay  a 
high  rent  charge  at  a  time  when  the  market  price  of  his  pro- 
duce is  low.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  sayinx,  as  a  tithe  owner, 
that  I  should  be  very  glad  to  see  the  annual  tithe  rent  charge 
stand  at  its  commuted  value.  The  experience  of  thirty-fooi 
^can  has  shown  that,  in  the  long  run,  the  commuted  vslne 
IS  very  nearly  a  correct  one ;  and  I  believe  that  it  wodd 
willingly  be  adopted  by  the  larger  part  of  those  who  have 
to  pay.  '  I  should,  with  pleasure,  join  in  any  move  to  in- 
duce the  Legislature  to  sanction  this  amendment  of  the  lav.* 
By  taking  the  commuted  value  as  the  fixed  annual  value,  yon 
would  also  get  rid  of  any  question  as  to  whether  the  ave- 
rages are  now  taken  ^rly  or  othervrise.  In  fixing  the  com- 
muted value,  the  rule  was  this — ^for  making  a  compulsory 
award  the  Tithe  Commissionen  were  to  ascertain  the  dear 
average  value  fafter  making  all  deductions  on  account  of  the 
expense  of  collecting,  preparing  for  sale,  and  marketing, 
where  such  tithes  had  been  Uken  in  kmd)  of  the  tithes  of  the 
parish  according  to  the  averages  of  seven  yean  preceding 
Christmas,  1835.  As  this  was  acquiesced  in  at  the  tune  ai  sn 
equitable  rule,  and  as  the  act  was  passed  to  satufy  the  tithe 
payen,  not  the  tithe  owners,  it  would  scarcely  be  just  to  make 
any  objection  to  it  at  this  hite  period.  Where  the  titheH  had 
been  compounded  for  during  the  seven  yean  ending  at  Christ- 
mas, 1836,  the  composition  was  to  be  taken  at  the  dear 
value  of  the  tithes,  and  this  also  seems  fair,  as  it  was  binding 
parties  to  an  ajgreement  made  for  their  mutual  benefit,  and 
voluntarily  ma(u.  If  in  any  case  the  tithes  had  been  com- 
pounded for,  on  the  principle  of  the  composition  being  paid 
free  from  rates,  the  Commissionen  had  power  to  make  each 
addition  on  that  account  as  should  be  an  equivalent ;  becaoae 
the  tithes  were  to  be  commuted  (under  the  Act)  as  being  tub- 
ject  to  rates.  You  have  now  the  full  benefit  of  anything  I 
might  have  said  to-morrow. 

•*  Believe  me,  youn  troly, 

-aW.Emin." 
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DAIRY    FARMING. 


At  the  last  monthly  meeimg  of  the  Whitby  Chamber  of 
Agncdtare,  Mr.  J.  O.  W.  Farsyde  in  the  chair, 

Mr.  KxRBL,  Jan.,  said  the  dairy  occupied  a  most  important  po- 
m&m  in  the  ac^ieoltoral  industry  of  thia  coontiy,  many  large  Sob 
trieti  bein^  pecnliarly  adapted  and  almost  entirely  adopted  to 
dairy  &namg,  whilst  it  formed  an  integral  part  of  almost  eveiy 
brm  in  the  kingdom.  To  Uie  small  farmer  of  limifci>^  means  the 
r  offered  many  indnoements  and  adrantages.  The  capital 
1  in  a^cnlture  was  for  the  most  part  locked  np  fcr  some 
ible  time,  bat  the  small  portion  which  was  infested  in 
daizy  stock  brooght  an  immediate  return,  and  from  this  source 
■oDcy  came  in  oouYeniently  to  meet  household  and  other  ez« 
penses.  The  first  consideration  in  establishing  a  dairy  must  be 
the  ebss  of  land  and  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  animals 
it  was  calculated  to  cany.  It  was  adyisable  to  hare  them 
nther  under  than  over  the  capabilities  of  the  soiL  In  the 
Ibnner  ease,  the  animals  woula  improre  and  the  land  have  a 
better  chance.  This  would  apply  to  all  breeds  of  animals,  and 
its  recognition  in  purohasinff  breeding  stock  would  not  ful  to 
bring  about  a  succosful  result.  A  man  haying  a  large  capital 
might  purchase  a  large-framed  animal,  and  endeavour  to  bring 
his  land  up  in  condition  to  be  able  to  feed  it ;  but  whatever 
the  outlay  might  be,  he  could  not  so  easily  alter  the  character 
of  the  soil  in  a  diort  time.  In  fact,  some  men  would  never  be 
able  to  keep  such  animals  with  advantage.  It  was,  therefore, 
important  to  keep  the  land  and  the  stock  in  about  the  same 
ratio  in  improving  condition.  If  the  dairy  was  to  be  the  prin- 
cipal source  of  profit  on  the  farm,  then,  apart  from  every  other 
oonaideratton,  the  breed  of  the  stock  ought  to  be  selected  for 
its  large  milk-giving  capacity.  On  the  other  hand,  when  milk, 
butter,  and  cheese  were  only  a  consideration  in  conjunction 
with  the  breedins;  and  rearing  of  cattle  as  a  source  of  profit, 
then  a  more  vsluable  breed  would  be  desirable— one  which 
wooU  reach  maturi^  at  an  early  age,  so  that  in  whatever  con- 
dition it  was  sold  off  it  would  bring  remunerative  prices.  Tor 
their  quantity  of  milk,  for  keeping  in  ^pod  condition  in  such 
a  country  as  this,  he  thought  tne  Ayrshire  breed  could  not  be 
excelled,  though  they  were  little  known  or  appreciated  in  this 
part  of  the  country.  The  breed  was  characterised  by  hardness 
of  constitution,  the  cows  keeping  themselves  in  good  condi- 
tion, whilst  giving  a  large  quantity  of  milk  in  proportion  to 
the  food  they  consumed.  There  was  a  great  olgection  to 
kendng  large-framed  cattle  on  light  land,  as  must  be  seen, 
and  the  loss  was  little  more  than  covered  by  the  whole 
season's  produce.  The  Ayrshire  cows  had  a  compact  frame, 
and  were  easily  kept  up,  and  at  the  close  of  the  season 
they  would  invariably  find  the  cows  in  good  condition. 
He  believed  they  could  not  try  a  better  cross  than  one 
between  a  pore  Shorthorn  bull  and  a  pure  Avrshire  cow. 
A  stock  thus  brought  up  would  be  very  valuable,  inherit- 
mg,  aa^it  would,  the  large  milking  capabilities  of  the 
one  and  the  fattening  qualities  of  the  other.  In  every 
esse  where  the  object  was  two-fold,  the  stock  should  be 
ndfidentiy  well-bred  to  be  fattened  and  cleared  off  in  two 
years,  so  that  the  permanent  stock  of  milkers  might  be  as 
little  interfered  wita  as  possible.  Pure  breeding^  tended  largely 
to  eeonomise  food,  and  the  quality  of  arriving  at  early 
maturity  materially  hastened  a  return  of  capital  A  well-bred 
bnUoek  would  bring  as  much  at  two  years  oM  as  another  would 
a  year  laterif  its  parents  were  coarser  bred.  The  possession 
of  well-bred  animals  afforded  a  certain  amount  of  honour  and 
pkasuze.  Nothing  could  be  more  unsatisfactory  than  putting 
good  food  into  a  Imd  skin,  and  no  amount  of  care  coula  make 
up  for  a  want  of  breed.  If  the  animals  had  to  be  kept  as 
itore,  they  were  always  remunerative  in  proportion  to  their 
qosUty.  At  some  daix^  farms  very  good  results  were  obtained 
%  rearing  only  the  heifer  calves,  keeping  them  till  after  the 
second  cslving,  and  disposing  of  them  towards  their  third 
calving  time,  when  they  could  generally  be  sold  for  high  prices. 
By  sdopting  this  plan  the  produce  of  the  dairy  might  be  les- 
Moedto  some  extent,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  were  never 
anvold  cows  to  be  weeded  out,  which  must  be  sold  for  less 
Tsfoe,  and  thna  make  a  great  inroad  on  the  profits  of  the 


season.  Besides,  the  milk  of  the  aged  cows  was  not  so  pure 
in  quality,  and  therefore  not  so  productive,  as  that  of  younger 
cows,  whilst  taking  into  account  the  greater  amount  of  food 
they  required,  a  consideration  which  could  not  be  overlooked, 
there  was  an  inducement  to  part  as  quickly  as  possible. 
They  should  seek  to  get  a  good  name  for  turning  out  thriving 
animals,  and  good  specimens  of  their  respective  breeds,  in 
order  to  insure  success.  It  was  of  the  greatest  consequence 
that  no  pains  should  be  spared  to  procure  purely-bred  bulls. 
No  cross-bred  animals,  no  matter  on  what  pretence,  should  be 
used  for  breeding  pur|K>ses.  However  hardy  the  constitution, 
or  however  good-looking,  the  stock  would  go  down.  A  most 
inestimable  boon  had  been  conferred  on  fisinners  by  thoie  gen- 
tlemen who,  with  most  untiring  perseverance,  devoted  their 
time  and  capital  to  the  selection  and  improvement  of  different 
breeds  of  cattle,  and  especially  in  Shorthorns.  Such  praise- 
worthy examples  were  by  no  means  scarce  in  any  part  of  the 
oounti^,  and  many  had  now  the  good  sense  neither  to  pamper 
or  over-feed  their  animab,  but  turned  them  out  in  eood 
breeding  condition,  such  as  th^  might  be  expected  to  be  xept 
in  by  those  who  purchased  them.  At  the  present  time,  it  was 
an  easy  matter  to  procure  Shorthorn  bulls  of  good  quality  at 
prices  within  the  reach  of  men  of  moderate  means.  The  extra 
price  of  such  an  animal  now  was  not  worth  consideration,  as 
it  would  very  soon  be  covered  by  the  improvement  of  the 
young  stock,  and  by  the  time  tiiey  were  two  years  old  the  bull 
might  be  considered  out  of  debt,  and  his  influence  for  good 
would  be  felt  for  a  long  time  afterwards.  He  was  afraid  that 
some  people  wen  too  impatient  of  results  on  this  point,  because 
they  £d  not  see  the  full  benefit  of  their  outlay  all  at  once,  and 
would  go  on  from  year  to  year  using  the  best  animals  thev  or 
their  next  neighbour  happened  to  possess.  It  must  be  aaaiit- 
ted  that  the  success  accompanying  the  breeding  of  good  cattle 
under  proper  management  would  be  much  greater  than  the 
breeding  of  inferior  stock.  It  was  of  great  importance  to  the 
farmer  owning  a  number  of  cows  that  his  success  in  rearing 
calves  should  be  as  great  as  possible.  Every  calf  lost  was  of 
great  consequence.  Not  only  had  their  places  to  be  supplied, 
but  he  woukL  find  it  impossible  to  replace  them  with  animals  of 
the  same  stamp  as  his  own.  The  greatest  care,  therefore, 
should  be  taken  during  the  time  of  gestation,  and  all  cases  of 
pramatnre  birth  should  be  avoided  as  much  as  possible.  All 
doorways  should  be  made  roomy  enough  to  prevent  crushing, 
and  instead  of  the  rough  usage  sometimes  admimstered  there 
should  be  kind  and  gentie  treatment,  and  anything  conducive 
to  the  comfort  of  the  animal  ought  to  be  studied.  He  felt 
sure  that  only  a  person  of  very  narrow  mind  could  regard 
these  directions  as  unnecnsaryto  the  remunerative  working 
of  his  dairy.  Parturition  in  the  cow  might  be  attended  with 
difficulty  and  required  judicious  action,  and  ought  to  be  well 
underrtood.  It  was  most  disgusting  to  see  the  way  in  which 
cows  were  treated  sometimes  under  these  ciroumstanoes. 
Main  force  was  exereised,  and  the  result  of  such  treatment  was 
often  the  death  of  the  cow  from  infiammation  and  its  con- 
sequences. Every  man  would  agree  that  this  conduct  was 
cruel.  A  cow  ought  to  be  left  to  herself  and  kept  as  quiet  as 
possible,  except  under  extraordinary  circumstances,  and  then 
only  such  force  used  as  was  consistent  with  the  case.  Then,  a 
calf  should  never  be  allowed  to  suck  its  dam  when  she  was 
intended  for  milking  purposes,  as  there  was  a  difficulty  in 
teaching  it  to  drink  afterwards,  and  the  mother  having  taken 
kindly  to  her  ofispring,  refused  to  let  her  milk  down  when  it 
was  taken  away.  The  eaif  should  be  fed  fre^uentiy  with  its 
mother's  milk,  in  small  quantities  at  first,  and  in  order  to  give 
it  a  foir  start  in  life,  it  ought  to  feed  on  new  milk  for  three 
weeks,  or  longer  if  delicate.  Then  oil  cake  gruel,  sliced 
turnips,  and  a  tittle  hay  should  be  given  in  sufficient  quantity, 
according  to  the  a^  of  the  animal.  'It  would  thus  be  kept  in 
a  growing  and  thnving  condition.  It  was  a  well-known  fact 
that  quarter-ill,  a  disease  so  prevalent  and  fatal  amongst  young 
cattie,  was  less  frequent  where  they  were  liberally  fed  on  cake. 
No  greater  mistake  could  be  made  than  to  allow  young  animals 
to  go  back  in  condition.    Wherever  such  was  the  case,  and 
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they  became  stinted  in  their  (powth,  they  oonld  nerer  furly 
reoover  the  effects  of  it.    Dnnng  the  first  month,  it  would  be 
found  a  safe  plan  to  gire  three  doses  of  castor  oil,  which 
might  prerent  many  of  the  ailments  to  which  the  yonng 
animals  were  subject.    Each  calf  ought,  if  possible,  to  hare  a 
separate  compartment,  and  be  left  at  liberty.    They  would  do 
much  better  m  this  way  than  if  tied  up  by  the  neck.    If  they 
could  not  find  a  separate  compartment  for  each,  they  should 
put  three  or  four  m  a  loose  box  or  eomfortabre  shed,  where 
they  could  be  easily  fed,  and  with  a  rack  or  manger  for  their 
use.    The  better  thej  fed  a  cow  the  better  her  produce  would 
be,  and  the  greater  the  profit.    Yet  how  many  owners  of  dairy 
stock  acted  as  if  it  were  of  little  importance  whether  the  food 
was  up  to  the  mark,  either  in  Quantity  or  quality !  Such  treat- 
ment was  just  the  reverse  of  the  teachings  of  reason  and 
common  sense.    No  animal  was  moie  grateful,  and  nTc  a 
more  liberal  return  for  liberal  treatment.    Without  good  food, 
a  cow,  however  good  her  milkingqualities  might  oe,  would 
not  continue  long  in  full  profit.    i)!mng  the  summer  months, 
the  pasture  was  their  princip^  dependence,  and  on  good  land 
nothing  else  was  required,  but  mucn  harm  was  done  by  allowing 
cows  to  remain  in  the  fields  far  into  the  autumn  while  in  a 
milking  condition.    Boring  eold  and  wet  nights  they  could 
only  seek  out  the  best  shelter  the  hedges  would  allow  and  there 
lie  down,  whereas  a  small  quantity  of  food  in  the  house  would 
be  as  Rood  as  what  thev  could  get  out  of  doors,  and  they 
would  be  kept  warm  and  comfortable.    If  they  lost  Aesh  in 
the  winter  it  was   not   easily   made   up    agam;   besides, 
at  that  season  butter  was  scarce  and  priees  were  rising, 
and  so  it  paid  to  rive  both  food  and  shelter  to  keep  up  the 
supply  of  milk.    The  quality  of  the  food  and  the  regularity  of 
giving  were  most  Important  and  essential  matters.    There  was 
a  strUcing  difference  oetween  the  milk  and  cream  of  covrs  fed 
on  hay  and  straw  and  the  milk  and  cream  of  those  fed  on  cake 
or  mesl  in  addition,  the  former  beb^  comparatively  thin  and 
poor,  while  the  latter  vras  thick  and  nch.    Not  only  was  the 
produce  of  the  dairy  increased  bv  cake,  but  the  manure  made 
vras  of  very  superior  quality.    This  was  a  fact  of  great  im- 
portance.   It  could  not  be  expected  that  pastures  would  con- 
tinue to  yield  the  same  qusJity  of  milk,  butter,  and  cheese 
unless  some  return  was  made  to  keep  up  their  fertility.   Many 
of  the  large  dairy  farms  of  Cheshire  had  been  allowed  to  get 
into  such  an  exhausted  condition  that  the  farmers  had  to  resort 
to  crushed  bones,  and  aqpply  them  at  the  rate  of  seven  cwt.  and 
eight  cwt.  to  the  acre.    The  construction  and  careful  manage- 
ment of  the  dair^  demanded  serious  attention.    If  this  was 
neglected,  it  was  m  vain  that  good  cows  and  good  food  were 
provided.    There  were  many  dairies  in  which  no  expense  had 
been  spared  to  render  them  petfoct,  but  these  were  principally 
on  the  home  farms  of  gentlemen.    With  the  ordinary  farmer 
the  case  was  very  different.    The  dairy  ought  to  have  a  north 
or  north-west  aspect,  and  away  from  the  vicinity  of  manure 
refuse  or  other  sources  of  offensive  smells,  which  were  almost 
inimical  to  dairy  produce.    The  floor  should  be  laid  vrith 
cement  or  tiles,  to  prevent  damp.    They  knew  in  how  many 
oases  the  dairy  was  the  contrary  of  all  this.    With  regard  to  the 
utensils,  he  had  not  much  to  remark,  and  he  doubted  much 
whether  the  leaden  cooler  could  be  surpassed,  except  by  glass. 
There  were  a  great  many  new  inventions  in  the  way  of  chums, 
many  of  which  cost  a  lot  of  money,  and  were,  at  the  same 
time  comparatively  useless.    The  barrel  chums,  in  simplicity, 
were  scarcely  to  be  surpassed.    In  mddng  butter,  the  great 
desiderata  were  cleanliness,  good  ventilation,  and  the  presence 
of  pure  air.    The  improvement  in  the  art  of  cheese-making, 
especially  in  the  large  dairy  districts,  had  been  very  great ;  but 
it  could  not  be  denied  that  the  making  of  cheese  was  still  in 
an  imperfect  state,  and  it  was  therefore  desirous  that  men  of 
patient  research  should  apply  themselves  to  this  subject.    It 
was  well  known  that  many  individuals  in  this  district  had  at- 
tained a  high  standard  of  perfection  in  this  art,  but  many  were 
still  far  behind.     He  believed  that  cheese-makiqg  was  no 
exception  to^  the  rule  which  applied  to  other  branches  of 
agricultural  industry — that  science  might  yet  do  much  to 
improve  it  and  materially  add  to  the  practical  results. 

The  Chaibjun  said,  with  reference  to  the  Ayrshire  cattle, 
they  were  a  fine  breed,  but  there  were  very  few  of  them  in  this 
district. 

In  reply  to  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Kibjl,  jun.,  said  an  Ayrshire 
heifer,  in  calf,  oonld  be  bought  for  £U  or  £16.  They  were 
largez  than  ^deneys. 


Mr.  PxA&soN  said  he  hid  had  some  eq^enee  ^th  Ajrr- 
shire  cows,  and  had  been  in  Ayrshire,  where  they  were  kept  in 
great  numbers.  He  had  been  on  two  fisrms — one  where  130 
and  another  where  100  of  these  cows  were  kept.  When  the 
cows  came  in  to  be  milked,  a  girl  was  expected  to  milk  ten  in 
an  hour,  and  as  soon  u  the  covrs  were  taken  out  the  manure 
was  all  washed  away,  and  there  was  no  more  smell  in  the  cow- 
house than  there  was  in  that  room.  He  believed  the  Ayr- 
shire covrs  were  better  than  Shorthorns  for  giving  milk,  and 
he  thought  a  cross  between  them  and  the  Shortnoms  would 
be  the  best  breed  we  could  have  for  this  part  of  the  countiy. 
The  Ayrshire  cows  were  very  pretty  animals,  but  Ayrshire 
farmers  would  not  sell  them  their  best  animals ;  still,  any  man 
who  had  a  mind  to  go  into  Scotland  would  be  able  to  get  s 
good  animal  if  he  was  vrilhng  to  give  the  price.  He  had  grae 
there  to  buy  some  tups  to  improve  his  breed  of  sheep.  The 
Ayrshire  land  was  not  good  pasture  knd,  and  not  so  good  m 
in  this  part  of  England. 

Mr.  MAJUU80W  wished  to  know  if  Mr.  Kerr  amid  tell  them 
what  was  the  average  qnanti^  of  milk  an  Ayrshire  cow  would 
give  during  the  season. 

Mr.  KzBA  said  he  could  not  ansvrer  the  question.  He  con- 
sidered the  Ayrshire  breed  to  be  superior,  however,  to  the 
Shorthorns  for  daiiy  purposes,  especially  on  light  soils  and  in- 
differentpastures. 

Mr.  Habxison  said  the  puxe-bred  Shorthorns  were  not 
kept  for  their  milking  qualities,  but  their  fine  pomts  and  feed- 
ing qualities.  There  was  a  c^ass  of  yn^Tnal  that  had  some 
rcEition  to  them  called  the  Yorkshire  cow,  which  was  a  stwrng 
hardy  animal,  and  gave  a  good  quantity  of  milk  and  bntter, 
and  was  as  well  a  good  feeding  animal ;  and  when  not  kept 
too  long  vras  very  profitable  indeed.  The  two-year-old  stores 
were  sold  at  from  £10  to  £12  each.  He  had  had  some  crosses 
from  the  Ayrshire  breed,  but  he  never  considered  they  were 
e^ual  to  the  Yorkshire  cow,  and  never  gave  the  quantity  of 
milk. 

The  CHAmuAN  was  afraid  that  the  Yorkshire  breed  M 
been  so  crossed  that  it  would  be  difiicult  to  get  a  purs-bred 
one  now. 

Mr.  Habrtson  :  They  have  been  crossed  to  improve  their 
fiittening  qoalities. 

Mr.  Pearson  said,  in  reference  to  the  ealres,  that  be  gate 
them  cake  as  soon  as  he  could  get  them  to  eat  it.  He  gave 
them,  in  addition,  some  cold  water  or  turnips.  After  the  new 
milk  he  gave  them  a  little  old,  and  then  the  cake.  He  never 
gave  them  any  grael  whatever,  and  he  generally  sold  his  hdfen 
at  a  year  and  a-half  old  for  £9  each.  He  sold  the  ls*t  for 
that  at  Malton,  and  the  market  was  not  good,  on  account  of 
the  condition  of  the  grass. 

Mr.  Elliott  saia  where  there  was  a  scarcity  of  milk  for 
the  calves  there  was,  do  doubt,  nothing  like  cake. 

Mr.  Pbabson  said  that  when  he  gave  £12  a  ton  for  cm 
he  expected  £8  out  of  it  in  his  catUe,  and  the  rest  went  to  hw 
land. 

Mr.  Harrison  said  it  must  be  pure  eake. 

Mr.  Elliott  could  see  the  profit  out  of  his  calves  when  fw 
on  oilcake  clearer  tiian  anything  else.  They  would  est  » 
from  the  time  they  were  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  old.  He 
would  never  feed  a  calf  for  the  butcher. 

Mr.  WiMPRA  said  he  had  lately  sold  two  twojrear-olds  of 
the  Yorkshire  breed,  crossed  by  Shorthorns,  for  £27. 

The  Chairman  said,  with  reference  to  the  making  of  chewe, 
he  had  never  tasted  better  cheese  than  some  that  had  been 
made  in  this  neighbourhood. 

Mr.  Thistle  thought  they  were  making  as  good  cheese  here 
as  they  were  now  doing  in  Cheshire.  InTo  doubt  the  sgncul- 
tural  shows  had  done  much  to  further  the  improvement  m 
cheese-making. 

Mr.  Pearson  sud  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  there 
was  nothing  so  susceptible  as  nulk  to  bad  smells,  or  tiist  more 
readily  took  up  any  injurious  gases,  and  this  rendered  it  toe 
more  important  that  the  dairy  should  be  kept  dean. 

Mr.  Harrison  said  the  tenant  farmets  were  obliged  to  p^ 
un  with  such  buildings  as  the  landlords  erected,  and  msny  a 
them  were  not  at  all  fit  for  cheese-making.  Good  wives  wooW 
take  evenr  precantioa  tfacj  could  in  the  way  of  <:1^^'^>^||'^^ i^ 
he  thouffht  there  was  a  jpreat  dereliction  of  duty  on  ^J^ 
landloru  in  not  providing  sufficient  dairy  accommottBOiL 
The  dairy  was  often  the  oSj  repository  that  could  be  ImA 
for  the  piovisiona  of  the  house.    The  daixy  ought  to  oe 
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flcpinie  epartment,  md  imiil  ihej  had  a  mora  improred  sjs- 
tem  of  £1111  bnildinga  they  coold  not  fiioceed  in  nuildng  good 
better  ud  cheese.  He  hoped  the  day  was  not  far  distant 
vben  the  attention  of  the  kndiords  would  be  directed  to  this 


The  Chaisxah  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the  tenant  far- 
Ber  to  praia  it  npon  the  attention  of  the  landlord. 


Mr.  Habbison  laid,  with  reference  to  the  produce  of  the 
Yorkshire  cow,  she  would  average  Slbs.  or  lOlbs.  of  batter  per 
week.    He  knew  one  that  yielded  161be.  or  181bs. 

Mr.  Elliott  said  she  must  be  a  firat-dass  animal  that 
would  produce  an  aerrage  of  Tibs,  of  butter  per  week. 

Votes  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Keir  and  the  Chairman  brought  the 
proceedings  to  a  close. 


THE    NORFOLK    AGRICULTURAL    SOCIETY. 
MEETING    AT    HABLESTON. 


The  Norfolk  Society  this  year  pitched  its  tents— or  to 
ipeakmoreaoenrately  its  shedding— at  Harleston,  a  town 
on  the  borden  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  which  dirides 
with  Bungay  and  Beceles  the  honour  of  ministering  in  va- 
rioat  waya  to  the  wants  and  wishes  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  rich  valley  watered  by  the  Waveney.  Harleston 
is  10  near  Suffolk  that  the  Suffolk  element  was  naturally 
stron^^er  than  erer  at  the  Norfolk  Show  this  year, 
although  it  is  generally  found  in  pretty  good  force  at 
these  meetingB.  But  the  very  irruption  of  Suffolk 
added  to  the  ckaneter  of  the  show,  especially  in  the 
kone  and  cattle  classes.  Norfolk  comprises  some  fieunous 
&keep  breeders,  bat  as  regards  Shorthorns  it  can  scarcely 
be  said,  with  the  exception  of  her  Hugh  Aylmer  and  a  few 
aristocratie  amateorSjthat  her  agriculturists  make  this  stock 
their  speciality ;  and,  perhaps,  they  are  wise  in  their  ge- 
neiationin  fc^owing  this  policy,  as  we  cannot  all  he  roar- 
ing lions  in  the  world,  and  cannot  all  get  money  by  pro- 
(being  Shorthorns,  however  weighty  their  points,  or 
lengthy  their  pedigrees.  Be  this  as  it  may,  however, 
there  can  he  no  doubt  that  the  Norfolk  Society  has  been 
following  of  late  an  eminently  progressive  policy.  Those 
who  ranember  the  days  when  tbe  Society  used  to  gyrate, 
pendulum  fashion,  between  Norwich  and  Swaffham,  and 
between  Swaffham  and  Norwich,  would  probably  hardly 
Rcognize  it  now  as  the  same  body.  The  classes  of  exhibi- 
tors continue  to  comprise  a  large  Suffolk  contingent,  and 
the  landlord  element  is  yet  very  strong ;  but  still  there 
sre  certainly  tenant-farmer  exhibitors  to  be  found  now, 
who  pat  in  no  appearance  at  the  meetings  held  ten  or 
twelve  yean  aince.  The  attendance  at  the  shows  has 
alao  laigdy  increased,  while  the  amount  of  the  prizes 
has  been  materially  augmented.  The  whole  tone  of  the 
Society  has  also  undergone  a  beneficial  change.  Although 
the  weUxime  8u;oorded  by  Harleston  was  warm,  the  means 
of  communication  enjoyed  by  the  town  are  tedious  and 
imperfect.  The  Great  Eastern  has  only  a  small 
BBgie-line  branch  through  the  Waveney  Valley, 
•ad  when  yon  pour  ever  so  many  hundreds  or 
thousands  ower  a  branch  upon  which  but  a  few  doien  pas- 
iengers  ean  be  accommodated  with  comfort,  it  is  not  very 
difficult  to  anticipate  and  predict  the  inevitable  result. 
The  policy  of  visiting  various  parts  of  a  county  is  un- 
doubtedly a  good  one  for  a  county  society  to  adopt,  but 
the  town  selected  should  always  be  one  having  a  double 
Mt  of  rails  to  it,  or  at  any  rate  one  having  more  than  a 
single  line  converging  upon  it.  As  might  have  been  ex- 
ptetod  from  the  selection  of  so  inconvenient  a  site  the 
neeipts  were  below  those  of  last  year. 

The  show  of  Shorthorns  was  numerous  and  good,  the 
only  drawback  being  that,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  prize 
list,  preciously  few  premiums  for  pedigree  stock  re- 
mained in  the  county.  In  the  Shorthorn  bull  ckss,  the 
Saffron  Walden  decision  was  reversed,  Mr.  Upson's 
Monk  playing  at  Harleston  only  second  fiddle  to  Mr. 
I^cney  Cooper's  Hogarth  11.,  who,  it  will  be  remem- 
^cnd,  figqnd   with  dittiaction  at   the   Attleborough 


meeting  of  the  Norfolk  Society  last  year.  He  does  not 
appear  to  have  grown  much  during  the  last  twelve  months, 
but  he  has  undoubtedly  good  form  and  quality,  although 
he  has  not  the  massive  proportions  of  Monk.  Lady 
Pigot's  Charles  Le  Beau  was  onlv  placed  third  in  the 
older  Shorthorn  bull  class,  but  her  ladyship  had  her 
revenge  in  the  two-year-old  class,  her  Bythb  beating  Lord 
Walsingham's  Grand  Signer  II.  The  Merton  bull  has  size 
and  symmetry  to  recommend  him,  but  Bythis  was  con- 
sidered to  handle  better.  In  the  Shorthorn  cow  class,  the 
competition  was  once  more  between  Lady  Pigot's  Queen 
of  Rosalea  and  Mr.  How's  Lady  Anne.  The  de- 
cision given  at  Attleborough  last  year  between 
these  competitors  was,  however,  reversed  this  year.  Lady 
Anne  being  considered  to  have  "  gone  off,"  while  Queen 
of  Bosalea  has  spread,  without  at  the  same  time  any 
material  loss  of  symmetry.  In  the  heifers  it  will  be  seen 
that  Mr.  How  was  more  fortunate.  The  Society  still 
keeps  up  some  Devon  prizes ;  but  it  can  scarcely  be  said 
that  Devons  make  any  progress  in  Norfolk,  Mr.  Over- 
man, of  Bumham  Sutton,  making  a  clear  sweep  of  all  the 
Devon  premiums,  with  scarcely  any  competition.  The 
Society  nas  certainly  reduced  its  Devon  clanes  to  three- 
bulls,  cows,  and  heifers;  but  they  are  so  poorly  filled, 
that  it  is  almost  a  question  whether  they  might  not  be 
dispensed  with  altogether.  Prizes  to  the  amount  of  £25 
were  distributed  among  just  four  animals.  "  Touch  the 
Devons,  and  down  comes  the  Society,"  said  one  of  its 
departed  members,  with  an  air  of  great  gravity  and 
wisdom  some  years  since.  Touch  the  Devons,  indeed  I 
Why,  there  are  scarcely  any  left  to  touch.  The  most  busi- 
ness-like feature  in  the  show-yard — which  stood  out  in 
pleasing  contrast  with  the  languishing  Devon  classes 
— was  the  substantial  hond  fide  exhibition  of  Norfolk 
end  Suffolk  red  polled  cattle,  of  which  there  was  a 
capital  entry.  Norfolk  held  its  own  manfully,  and 
the  prize  animals  of  Mr.  Brown  of  Thursford,  and 
Mr.  Hammond  of  Bale,  showed  that  the  breed  is 
making  progress  in  the  county,  both  as  regards  purity 
and  quality.  A  new  exhibitor  appeared  amongst 
the  red-polls  in  Mr.  J.  J.  Colman,  the  principal  partner 
in  the  famous  Carrow  Works  near  Norwich.  Mr. 
Colman  showed  Cherry  Tree,  a  bull  of  Suffolk  descent, 
bred  by  Mr.  Wolton  of  Newboum,  that  attracted 
great  attention,  and  secured  a  little  fortune  in  prizes. 
He  has  a  good  head,  and  his  symmetry  is  gene- 
rally creditable — in  fact  he  was  considered  a  model  two- 
year-old  "red  polled."  It  is  clear  that  the  men  of  Nor- 
folk will  do  well  to  cultivate  this  red-polled  speciality;  for 
if  they  have  not  courage  enough  to  go  in  as  a  body  for 
Shorthorns,  they  will  still  acquire  considerable  fame  if 
they  succeed  in  further  developing  and  improving  a  good 
serviceable  local  breed.  There  were  some  nice  dairy 
cows  on  the  ground,  and  some  Ayrshire-Shorthorn 
crosses  brought  Mr.  H.  Overman,  of  Weasenham,  several 
prizes.  Among  the  few  fat  cattle  shown,  Mr,  Barcham 
exhibited  a  good  red  Highland  Scot. 
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In  the  cart-hone  dasaea — ^that  is,  such  of  them  as  were 
open — Suffolk  appeared  as  asual  in  overpowering  force ; 
the  strength  of  Norfolk  being  reserved  for  some  local 
classes  in  which  there  was  a  better  competition  than  in 
former  years.  There  is  still  a  comparative  absence  in 
Norfolk  of  that  professional  cart-horse  breeding  which  may 
be  said  to  distinguish  Suffolk ;  nevertheless,  more  interest 
is  taken  in  the  matter  in  Norfolk  than  was  observable 
twelve  or  fifteen  years  since.  In  the  open  class,  the  most 
noticeable  cart  stallion  was  the  Shire  horse.  Honest  Tom, 
shown  by  Mr.  Welcher,  of  Toft,  that  figured  with  some 
distinction  at  finry,  Leicester,  and  Manchester,  in 
1867,  1868,  and  1869.  He  was  only  placed  second- 
best,  however,  at  Harleston,  the  chief  premium  going 
to  Mr.  Rist's  well-known  Harwich  Emperor,  who  seems 
to  have  worn  quite  sound  again.  As  regards  the 
Norfolk  cart  stock,  properly  ao  called,  the  cart  marea  and 
plough-horaea  comprised  some  very  good  specimens,  and 
the  trials  of  the  latter  excited  considerable  and  justifiable 
interest.  Some  of  the  best  Norfolk  cart-horses  on  view 
came  from  the  Fens  or  the  districts  bordering  on  the  Fens. 

The  competition  for  the  thoroughbred  stallion  prizes 
was  weak,  but  feeble  as  it  was  it  upset  the  Saffron  Walden 
award  in  favour  of  Beerfoot.  At  Saffron  Walden  it  will  be 
remembered  that  Beerfoot  won  altogether  no  less  than£45, 
but  he  was  pUced  second-best  at  Harleston  to  Little  Hast- 
ings, who  was  second  at  Attleborough  to  Dalesman.  There 
was  a  sad  fidling-off  in  the  numbo:  .and  character  of  the 
hunters  shown,  but  there  was  a  fair  amount  of  competition 
in  the  hackney  classes.  Several  of  the  hunting  prizes  went 
into  Suffolk^  but  in  the  hackneys  Norfolk  fardl  better,  and 
rather  more  interest  appears  to  be  taken  in  the  county  Jn 
hackney  breeding  than  was  to  be  met  with  some  years 
aince,  although  there  is  still  considered  to  be  room  for 
further  improvement.  The  principal  prize  for  cobs  was 
taken  by  Mr.  H.  Overman,  of  Weasenham,  who  achieved 
great  success  during  the  day  in  almost  every  department 
of  the  Show,  taking  in  all  21  premiums^  ^besides  silver 
medak. 

Amongst  the  Southdowns,  Lord  Walsingham *  thought 
fit  to  mdke  no  sign,  and  Lord  Sondes  had,  to  a  great 
extent,  a  vi-alk  over  with  his  handsome  highly  bred 
sheep.  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
who  breeds  from  Lord  Walsingham'a  and  Lord 
Sondea'  atock,  waa  however  the  recipient  of  two  or  three 
prizea.  The  long-woolled  prizea  were  nearly  all  carried 
off  by  Mr.  Brown,  of  Marham,  although  Mr.  Giblin,  of 
£aaex,  did  not  put  in  an  appearance  altogether  without 
auccesa :  aa  it  would  have  been  atraoge,  indeed,  if  it  had 
been  otherwiae,  aince  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Giblin  were 
the  only  exhibitora  in  thia  department.  The  lamba  in 
moat  of  the  claaaea  were  moderate,  the  aeaaon  not  having 
been  a  favourable  one.  In  the  miacellaneoua  aheep  classes 
victory  remained  almost  unchallenged  with  Mr.  H.  Over- 
man's Oxford  Downs. 

The  pig  cksses  were  good,  but  nearly  all  the  prizea 
were  attached  to  the  well-known  namea  of  Duckering, 
Sexton,  and  Stearn.  Still  Mr.  H.  Aylmer  and  Mr.  T.  L. 
Taylor  were  not  unaucceaafnl  aa  Norfolk  exhibitora. 

Aa  regards  implementa,  Harleaton  offered  a  apecial 
prize  of  £10  to  the  exhibitor  of  the  beat  newly-invented  or 
improved  implement  for  the  purpoae  of  agriculture ;  but 
thia  waa  put  out  in  portiona  to  Holmea  and  Sona,  Norwich, 
Murton  and  Turner,  KenninghaJl,  and  Robey  and  Co., 
Lincoln.  Annexed  ia  a  complete  liat  of  the  exhibitora 
in  thia  department :  Amiea  and  Barford,  Peterborough ; 
Baker,  Lynn  ;  Barnard,  Biahop,and  Barnarda,  Norwich; 
Bentall,  Heybridge ;  Bone,  Framlingham ;  Bradford  and 
Co.,  Fleet-atreet,  London;  Burrell,  Thetford ;  Dodman, 
Lynn ;  Gardiner,  Mendham  ;  Garrett  and  Son,  Ldaton ; 
Gidney,  Eaat  Dereham ;  Harper,  Becclea ;  Holmea  and 
Sona,  Norwich ;  Knights,  Harleston ;  Lc  Fevre.  Norwich  • 


Leggett,  Elsing;  Loveday,  Old  Bnckenham;  Manhall, 
Sona,  and  Co.,  Gainaborongh ;  Murton  and  Toner, 
Kenninghall ;  Mullenger  and  Sons,  Pnlham  St.  Mary 
Paahley,  Titvetahall ;  Randall  and  Sona,  North  Walsham 
Randa  and  Jeckell,  Ipawich;  Readwin,  Fakenliam 
Richea  and  Watts,  Norwich;  Robey,  linoob;  Savage, 
Lynn;  Stringer,  Diss;  Swootman,  jun..  Diss;  Thorn, 
Norwich;  Teigh  and  Smith,  Limehouse;  Turner,  Ips- 
wich; Woods,  Cocksedge,  and  Warner,  Stowmarket; 
Wheeler  and  Wilson,  Regent-atreet^  London;  Cheavin, 
Boaton ;  Townahend,  New  Bnckenham ;  Smith,  Hales- 
worth ;  Anderaon  and  Co.,  Ipawich  ;  the  Singer  Maiia- 
facturing  Company,  Cheapaide;  Howea  and  Son,  Nor- 
wich ;  Humplu-iea,  Perahore ;  Leggett,  Eye ;  Packard 
and  Co.,  Ipawich ;  Cann,  Harleaton ;  Townaend.  Pord- 
ham ;  Freeman,  Norwich. 

The  dinner  in  the  evening  waa  attended  by  about 
a  hundred,  and  there  waa  aome  vigoroua  practical 
apeech-making  on  the  occaaion.  In  thia  reapect  Norfolk 
contraated  moat  favourably  with  the  recent  Eaaez  meeting. 
Mr.  Sewell  Read  waa  on  hia  native  heath,  and  sopplied 
the  oratorical  pi^e  de  reliance  of  the  evening.  Soipr 
production,  taxation,  hedgerowa,  rabbita,  labooren'  cot- 
tagea — all  the  atock  aubjectaof  the  agricultural  world,  were 
handled  in  turn  by  the  variona  other  apeakera,  wbow 
utterancea  we  have  reproduced  below  to  aome  little  extent. 

PRIZE     LIST. 
CATTLK 
JuDGSS.^J.  Chiyden,  Littlebnry,  Saffron  Walden. 
C.  Howard,  Biddenham,  Bedford. 

Shorthorn  bulla  abo?e  three  years  old. — ^First  prise  of  £10 
and  Harleaton  prize  of  £20,  G.  Kersey  Cooper,  Bowbeck 
Hooae,  Izworth,  Suffolk  (Hosarth  2nd)  ;  aecond  of  £7,  J. 
Upaon,  Rivenhall,  Essex  (Monk) ;  third  of  £4,  Ladr  Pjgot, 
Branchea  Park,  Suffolk  (Charles  le  Beau).  Hifhly  com- 
mended, N.  Catchpole,  Bramford,  Suffolk  (Sorcerer).  Com- 
mended, R.  Barcham,  Thargarton,  Norfolk  (Brilliant). 

Shorthorn  bulla  not  exceeding  three  yean  old.— Fiiieof 
£10,  Lady  Pieot  TSidua). 

Tearlinff  Shorthorn  onUa. — ^Fint  prize  of  £10  and  mlrer 
medal.  Lady  Pigot  (Bythis)  ;  aecond  of  £7,  Lord  Walnnghim, 
Merton  Hall,  Norfolk  (Grand  Sinior  2nd) ;  third  of  £4,  ladf 
Pigot  (Great  Gun).    Commended,  W.  Gonlder,  Wimbottham. 

Shorthorn  cows,  in-calf  or  in-ndlk,  above  three  yean  old.— 
First  priie  of  £10  and  ailver  medal  and  Harleston  priie  of 
£10,  Lady  Pigot  (Queen  of  Roaalea) ;  aecond  of  £7.  J.  Hov, 
Bronghton,  Hunts  (Lady  Anne)  ;  third  of  £4,  N.  Catdipele, 
Bramford,  Suffolk  (Buttercup).  Highly  commended,  J. 
Upaon,  Rivenhall,  Eaaex. 

Shorthorn  heifera,  in-calf  or  in-milk,  not  exceedina  three 
years  old. — ^Two  premiums  of  £5  and  silver  medal,  J.  Hov 
(Windsor's  Butterfly);  second  of  £7,  Lady  Pigot  (la  Belle 
H^^ne).  Highly  commended.  Lord  Walaingliam  and  J. 
Upson. 

Shorthorn  heifers  not  exceeding  two  years  old^^Pint  price  of 
£8  and  ailver  medal,  J.  How  (Veaper  Queen) ;  leoond  of  £5, 
Lady  Pigot  (Dame) ;  third  of  £3,  N.  Catchpole  (Oonoet). 
Highly  conmiended.  Lady  Pigot.  Coounended,  G.  JL  Goap^ 
and  W.  How. 

DeTon  bulls. — ^Harleston  premium  of  £10  and  eilrer  medal, 
J.  Overman,  Bumham  Sutton  (Wellington). 

Devon  cowa,  in-calf  or  in-milk,  above  three  yean  oU.* 
Priee  of  £10,  J.  Overman  (VioletJ. 

Devon  heifers,  in-calf  or  in>mila,  not  above  three  yean  old. 
— ^Prize  of  £6,  J.  Overman,  Puchaia). 

Norfolk  and  Suffolk  red  polled  bulla,  abore  three  ^mn 
old.— Firat  prise  of  £10,  B.  Brown,  Thonford  (Noriott 
Duke) ;  aeoond  of  £7,  R.  C.  Symonda,  AyhoeitoB.  HigUy 
commended,  J.  F.  Palmer,  Wilby. 

Norfolk  and  Suffolk  red  polled  bulla  above  two  jrean  old.- 
First  prize  of  £10  and  Harleaton  prise  of  £20,  J.  J.  Colman, 
Norwich  (Cherry  Duke^ ;  aeoond  of  £7,  S.  Walton,  Nej- 
bourn,  SniSblk  (Broadback).  Highly  oommeoded,  W.  T. 
Mullen,  Swafield. 

Norfolk  and  Suffolk  red  poUed  yearUng  bnlk-Fint  pn» 
of  £10  and  siher  medal,  Lord  Sondei,  JBlmham ;  eeoosdor 
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£7,  B.  Brown  (Yoiing  Dnie) ;  thizd  of  £4^  T.  L.  Thylor, 
Stantoo  (Biekaid  UL),    Conunflnded,  B.  Broini. 

Norfolk  ind  Suffolk  red  polled  cowi,  in-calf  or  in-inilk, 
alwre  thne  join  old. — ^Harleiton  prize  of  £10  and  cop*  J* 
HmmoDd,  Ade  (Botler) :  second  of  £7*  J.  Hammond  (Ladv 
Dkvy);  thiid  of  £4,  Sir  W.  Jones,  Bart.,  Cranmer  Hall 
(Pififflrcne).    Highlj   oommended,    S.   Wolton,   and   daas 


Norfolk  and  Saffolk  red  polled  heifen,  in-calf  or  in-milk, 
Boteseeeding  three  yean  old. — ^Harleston  prize  of  £10  and 
Blrer  medal,  J.  Hammond  (Batteronp) ;  second  of  £7,  Lord 
Sondes ;  third  of  £4,  B.  Brown  (Hansom).  Highly  commended, 
8.  Wolton. 

Noi&lk  and  Saffolk  red  polled  heifen,  aboTC  one  year  old. — 
Fintpziie  of  £8  and  hItct  medal,  J.  Hammond  (Davy  the 
ich) ;  second  of  £5,  Lord  Sondes ;  third  of  £8,  Lord  Sondes. 
Hiddy  eommended.  Sir  W.  Jones. 

Cows,  in-calf  or  in-milk^  ahoTC  three  yean  old,  orosa-tred 
or  tsf  pore  breed  not  being  Shorthorn,  I>evon,  or  Norfolk 
ud  Saffolk  red  polIed.~Harleston  prize  of  £10  and  sil?er 
nedal,  H.  Orerman,  Weasenham  (Doat's  Eye)  :  second  of  £7, 
W.T.  Mnllen,  Svafleld  (Kathleen)  ;  third  of  £i,  H.  Orer- 
■SB  (Akzandn).    Ck>mmended,  C.  Boby,  Stntton,  Saffolk. 

Hafen,  not  exceeding  three  yean  old,  not  being  Short- 
hon,  Deron,  or  Norfolk  and  Saffolk  red  polled. — ^Marleston 
prue  of  £10  and  silrer  medal,  H.  Overman  (White  Eose^. 

Yearling  heifers,  cross-bred  or  any  pore  breed,  not  Doing 
Shorthoni  or  Norfolk  and  Saffolk  red  polled.~Fint  prize  of 
18  ind  silver  medal,  H.  Orerman  (Gay  Lass)  ;  second  of  £5, 
J.  Chrennan  (£leganoe). 

Cilves,  stecn  or  heifers,  not  exceeding  six  months  old,  bred 
is  the  coonty. — ^Prize  of  £5  and  silver  medal.  Lord  Sondes. 

Sleen  of  any  breed,  above  three  yean  old. — Prize  of  £8 
ud  Hsrlest<m  prize  of  £10,  R.  Barcham,  Thnrgarton. 
Hijthfy  oommended,  J.  J.  Colman. 

^een  of  any  breed,  not  above  three  yean  old. — Prize  of 
2S  snd  silver  medal,  H.  Overman. 

Coirs  or  heifen  above  three  yean  old. — ^Prize  of  £5  and 
dm  medal,  G.  Hart,  Palham.    Commended,  G.  Hart. 

Heilivs  not  above  three  yean  old. — ^Prize  of  £5  and  silver 
nedsl,  H.  Overman. 

AGBICULTURAL  HOBSES. 
JUMXS.— J.  Thomas,  Bletsoe,  Beds. 

W.  Thompson,  jnn.,  Tfaorpe-le-Soken,  Colchester. 

Out  stallions  not  nnder  four  yean  old.—- Fint  prize  of  £10 
isd  sQver  medal,  L  Birt,  Tattingstone,  Saffolk  (Harwich  Em- 
poor);  second  of  £7,  W.  Wdeher,  Tofts,  (Honest  Tom). 
Htfhi7oomBieDded,C.Boby.  Commended,  J.  Waite,Martham. 

Two  vear  old  stallions.— Pint  prize  of  £6  and  Harleston 
prize  of  £20,  W.  Wilson,  Baylham,  Saffolk ;  second  of  .M, 
the  exeeoton  of  T.  Canon,  Dennington,  Saffolk.  Highly 
oomaeaded,  I.  Biat,  ana  the  ezeenton  of  T.  Capon*  Com- 
■oded,  S.  Wolton. 

Tes^ng  entire  oolts.^— First  prize  of  £6,  J.  Groat,  Wood- 
bridge;  seeond  of  £8,  S.  Wolton.  Commended,  A.  Noble, 
Greeting  St.  Peter,  Saffolk  (Hero). 

Hares  not  nnder  four  yean  old. — ^Harleston  prize  of  £10 
udiihrer  medal,  and  extra  Harleston  prize  of  £10,  the  execu- 
tsn  of  T.  Capon  (Matchet) ;  second  of  £7,  A.  Noble 
(BKhess) ;  third  of  £4,  exeenton  of  T.  Capon  (Darby). 

Three  year  old  illlies.— First  prize  of  £6  and  silver  medal, 
S.  Wotton  tDndiess) ;  second  of  £i,  J.  Lines,  Thorpe  Parva 
(Dwghty). 

Two  year  old  fiUies.— Prize  of  £5,  S.  Wolton.  Commended, 
exeeoton  of  T.  Capon. 

Foals.— Prize  of  £6,  J.  Lines. 

NOBIOLK  AGBICULTUBAL  HORSES. 

JuDGia.— B.  G.  T.  Howard,  Temple  Braer.  Lincoln. 
G.  K.  Sexton,  Whentead,  Saffolk. 

Norfolk  eaK  stallions  not  nnder  foar  yean  old. — ^Fint  prize 
^  £^,  J.  Tinny,  EUingham  (Yoong  Briton)  ;  second  of  £10, 
H.  Ovetmaa  (The  Norfolk  Lion). 

Three  year  old  Norfolk  cart  stallions,— First  prize  of  £12, 
CTMbu,  Blofield  (Yoong  Thnmper):  second  of  £8,  W. 
Kirk,  AtHeboroogh  (Volanteer). 

Two  year  old  Norfolk  cart  stallions.— Pint  prize  of  £10, 
W.  Dnrnnt,  Brnnstead;  second  of  £8,  J.  Bead,  Mendham 
(Premier). 

Teadiag  entin  Norfolk  cart  colts.— Fint  prize  of  £8  and 


silver  medal,  L.  J.  Palmer,  Snetterton ;  seeond  of  £5,  F.  Spel- 
man,  Tivetshall  (Proctor).  Highly  commended,  C.  W. 
Spelman. 

Norfolk  cart  mares  not  nnder  fonr  yean  old.— First  prize  of 
£6  and  Harleston  prize  of  £10,  E.  Crowe,  Denver  (Smart) ; 
second  of  £10,  C.  Edwards,  Stow  Bardolph  (Pink) ;  third  of 
£5,  H.  Overman  Oirag).  Highly  commended,  H.  Overman 
and  E.  Beck.  Commended,  T.  L.  Taylor  and  W.  Betts, 
Tibenham. 

Three  year  old  Norfolk  cart  colts. — Harleston  prize  of  £7 
and  silver  medal,  H.  Overman  (Sharper) ;  second  of  £4,  W. 
Betts  (Short). 

Three  year  old  Norfolk  cart  fillies.— First  prize  of  £10  and 
silver  medal,  T.  Calver,  Bnmham  Thorpe  (Blossom) ;  second 
of  £7,  H.  Overman  (Brandy).  Highly  commended,  J. 
Tinny. 

Two  year  old  Norfolk  cart  fillies. — ^Fiist  prize  of  £8  and 
silver  medaL  T.  L.  Twlor  (Conntess) ;  second  of  £6,  W.  How 
(Beantv) ;  third  of  £8,  T.  Galver,  Bnmham  Thorpe  (Bounce). 

Tearling  Norfolk  cart  fillies. — Harleston  prize  of  £8  and 
silver  medal,  £.  Betts;  second  of  £5,  W.  Allen,  Little 
Ellingfaam  (Smart) ;  third  of  £8,  H.  Overman. 

Norfolk  cart  foals. — ^Fint  prize  of  £8  and  silver  medal,  £. 
Crowe,  Denver ;  second  of  £6,  J.  Carman,  Weston. 

Pain  of  cart  horses  (mares  or  geldings). — Melton  Constable 
cap  and  silver  medal,  J.  Tingey  (Smiler  and  Prince) ;  second 
of  £10,  H.  Overman  (Gilbert  and  Jolly);  third  of  £7,  H. 
Overman  (Boxer  andGipsey). 

THOROUGHBBED  AND  HUNTING  HOBSES. 

JuDOis. — ^F.  Oldaker,  Upper  Brook-street,  London. 

S.  J.  Wdfitt,  TathweU,  Lincoln. 

Thoronghbred  stallions.— Cap  and  Harleston  prize  of  £10, 
E.  Jolley,  Banham  (Little  Hastings) ;  second  of  £10,  Migor 
Barlow,  Hasketon,  Snffolk  (Deerfoot). 

Mares  or  geldings  adapted  for  banting,  eqaal  to  carry  not 
less  than  14  stone. — ^Haneston  prize  of  £15,  J.  Qroai,  Woed- 
bridffe  (Lady  Charlotte)  ;  second  of  £10,  R.  Bircham  (Prince). 

Mares  or  geldings  adapted  for  banting,  not  eqaal  to  can^ 
14  stone. — ^rirst  prize  of  £10,  silver  medal,  and  Prince  of 
Wales's  cop,  Muor  Barlow  (Brunette) ;  second  of  £6,  T. 
Everitt,  Creake  (Bupert). 

Three  or  four  yean  old  colts  or  fiUies  adapted  for  hunting.-^ 
Harleston  prize  of  £10  and  silver  medal,  G.  Bolfe,  Hingham 
(Colleen);  second  of£5,T.  Everitt 

Brood  mares  adapted  for  breeding  hunten. — ^Prize  of  £10, 
H.  Smith,  Honingham  (Honesty). 

HACKNEY  AND  RIDING  HORSES  AND  PONIES. 
Judges.- H.  Beevor,  Blyth,  Notts. 
H.ThnmiJl,Boyston. 

Stallions  for  saddle  or  harness. — ^Harleston  prize  of  £16,  J. 
Gront  (Sportsman) ;  second  of  £10,  C.  Beart»  Stow  Bridge 
(Ambition) .  Commended,  R.  A.  Westropp,  Ongar,  Essex ;  C. 
T.  Smith,  jnn..  East  ITinch,  Norfolk. 

Biding  mares  or  geldings  above  16  and  not  exceeding  16 
hands  and  8  inches  mgh. — Harleston  prize  of  £10  and  nlver 
medal.  Rev.  W.  F.  Thanby,  Bergh  Apton  (Nevill) ;  second  of 
£6.  J.  Grout  (Alice). 

Hackney  mares  or  geldings  not  exceeding  16  hands  high. — 
First  prize  of  £10,  H.  Overman  (Jenny  Lmd) :  second  of  £8, 
E.  JoUey  (Fanny).  Highly  commended  J.  J.  Clark, Soathacre. 
Commended,  R.  C.  Rising,  Costessey  (Elderton). 

Hackney  brood  mares.— Harleston  prize  of  £10,  W.  H. 
Jillings,  Thetford  (Fkvourite)  ;  second  of  £6,  Migor  Barlow 


^% 
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-  jbs'  nnder  eight  yean  old  not  exceeding  14|  hands  high. 
— Harleston  prize  of  £10,  H.  Overman  (liberality)  ;  second 
of  £7,  G.  K.  Cooper;  third  of  £4,  G.  K.  Cooper.  Com- 
mended, R.  Smith,  Kimberley,  Norfolk. 

Ponies  not  under  13  nor  above  13  hands  and  3  inches  high. 
-Prizes  of  £6  and  £8,  T.  L.  Taylor  (Tom  Noddy) ;  second  of 
£6,  R.  G.  Beart,  Rainham  (Toma^  Dodd) ;  third  of  £8,  C. 
Groncock,  Stanfield,  Norfolk  (Fuss).  Commended,  J.  B. 
Pratt,  Mendham,  and  H.  G.  Nelson,  East  Somerton,  Norfolk. 

Ponies  not  above  18  hands  high.— First  Prize  of  £6,  W 
Rose,  Wymondham,  Norfolk  (lily). 

SOUTHDOWN  SHEEP. 
Judges.- H.  Fookes,  Whitchurch,  Dorsetshire. 
W.  Rigden,  Hove,  Sussex. 

Southdown  shearling  rams.— Harleston  prize  of  £10  and 
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■ilTer  medal,  Lord  Ekmdei ;  Mcond  of  M,  the  Prince  of  Walee. 
Higblj  oommended,  J.  OrenBan. 

Sonthdown  rams  of  any  age. — ^Prizes  of  £5  and  ailTor 
medal,  and  Harkston  priie  of  £10,  Lord  Sondes ;  aeoond  of 
£7,  C.  Bobj;  thirdof  £4v  C.  Boby.  Highly  commended. 
Lord  Sondes.    Commended,  J.  OTcrman. 

Shearling  ewei. — First  price  of  £7  and  silver  medal.  Lord 
Sondes ;  second  of  £4,  the  Prince  of  Wales.  Highly  com- 
mended. Lord  Sondes.  Commended,  J.  Orerman. 

Sonthdown  ewe  lambs. — ^First  prise  a  cup,  value  £5,  and 
silYer  medal,  Lord  Sondes;  second  of  £3,  Lord  Sondes. 
Highly  commended,  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

Sonthdown  wether  lambs. — First  prize  of  £5  and  silver 
medal.  Lord  Sondes ;  second  of  £8,  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
Highly  commended.  Sir  WiJlonghby  Jones. 

LONG-WOOLLED  AND  CEOSS-BEIED  SHEEP. 
JuDGis.— B.  Little,  Lanhill,  Wilts. 
R.  J.  Newton,  Campsfield  Farm,  Woodstock. 

Long-woolled  shearling  rams. — Harleston  prize  of  £10  and 
silver  medal,  and  a  like  prize  for  the  best  long-woolled  animal 
in  the  yard,  T.  Brown ;  second  of  £7,  T.  Brown ;  third  of  £i,, 
T.  Brown. 

Long-woolled  rams. — ^First  prize  of  £10  and  silver  medal,  T. 
Brown;  second  of  £7,  J.  Giblin,  Little  Bsrdileld,  Essex. 

Long-wooUed  ram  lambs. —Prizes  of  £5  and  £3,  and  silver 
medal,  T.  Brown;  second  of  £5,  T.  Brown. 

Long-woolled  shearling  ewes. — ^Prize  of  £7  and  silver 
medal,  J.  Giblin. 

Ewe  or  wether  lambs  of  any  breed.-»Fir8t  prize  not 
awarded ;  second  prize  of  £5,  F.  Spelman. 

Shearling  wethers  of  any  breed. — First  prize  of  £7  and  sil- 
ver medal,  U.  Overman. 

Ewes  of  any  age  or  breed. — Harleston  prize  of  £10  and 
silvei  medal,  H.  Overman. 

Ewes  of  any  age  or  breed,  not  being  Sonthdown  or  long- 
woolled. — ^First  prize  of  £10  and  silver  medal,  H.  Overman. 

Five  shearling  ewes  of  any  breed.— First  prize  of  £7  and 
silver  medal,  H.  Overman. 

Twenty  shearling  ewes  of  any  breed.— Prizes  of  £5  and  sil- 
ver medal,  H.  Overman. 

PIGS. 

JtTDGEs.— H.  Fookes,  W.  Rigdcn. 

Boars  of  large  breed  above  twelve  months  old.— First  prize  of 
£6  and  silver  medal  and  extra  prize  of  £5  for  the  best  boar  in 
the  yard,  R.  £.  Dnckering  and  Son,  Northorpe,  Lincolnshire. 
Highly  commended,  B.  E.  Dnckering  and  Son. 

Boars  of  large  breed  not  above  twelve  months  old. — ^First 
prize  of  £5  and  silver  medal,  B.  E.  Dnckering  and  Son ; 
second,  £8,  R.  E.  Dnckering  and  Son. 

Breedin^Bows  of  large  breed. — ^First  prize  of  £6  and  silver 
medal,  R.  E.  DuckerinR  and  Son ;  second,  £3,  F.  H.  Everett, 
Bridgham,  Norfolk.  Highly  commended.  F.  H.  Everett. 
Commended,  F.  Spdman,  Tivetshall,  Norfolk. 

Boars  of  small  breed  (black)  above  twelve  months  old. — 
Prize  of  £6  and  silver  medal,  G.  M.  Sexton,  Wherstead,  Snifolk. 

Boars  of  small  breed  (black)  not  above  twelve  months  old. — 
First  prize  of  £6  and  silver  medal,  S.  G.  Steam,  Brandcston, 
Snifolk ;  second,  £3,  G.  M,  Sexton.  Highly  commended,  S. 
G.  Steam. 

Breeding  sows,  small  breed  (black.) — ^First  prize  of  £6  and 
silver  medid,  R.  £.  Dnckering  and  Son ;  second,  £3,  G.  M. 
Sexton.  Highly  commended,  S.  G.  Steam.  Commended,  S.  G. 
Steam. 

Breeding  sows,  small  breed  (black)  not  exceeding  nine 
months  old.— First  prize  of  £6  and  silver  medal,  T.  L. 
Taylor,  Starston. 

Boars  of  small  breed  (white)  above  twelve  months  old. — Yint 
prize  of  £6  and  silver  medal,  R.  E.  Dnckering  and  Son ;  se- 
cond, £3,  H.  Aylmer,  West  Dereham,  Norfolk.  Highly  com- 
mended, G.  M.  Sexton. 

Boars  of  small  breed  (white)  not  above  twelve  months  old. 
—First  prize  of  £6  and  silver  medal,  G.  M.  Sexton ;  second, 
£3,  R.  JB.  Dnckering  and  Son.  Highly  commended,  S.  G. 
Stearn. 

Breeding  sows,  small  breed  (white.)— First  prize  of  £6  and 
silver  medal,  R.  E.  Dnckering  and  Son ;  second,  £3,  G.  M. 
SextoB.  Highly  eommmided,  S.  G.  Steam. 


Breeding  sows,  small  breed  (white}  not  exeeeding  nine 
months  old. — ^First  prize  of  £6  ana  silver  medal,  0.  M. 
Sexton ;  second,  £3,  R.  £.  Dnckering  and  Son.  Highly  oom- 
mended,  H.  Aylmer.    Commended,  o.  G.  Stean. 

IMPLEMENTS. 
Judges.— T.  Chambers,  Colkirk,  Norfolk. 
J.  Fergnsson,  Brettenham,  Norfolk. 
Harieston  preminm  of  £10  for  the  best  newly  invented  at 
improved  implement  divided  between  Holmes  and  Sods,  Nor- 
wich (£3  for  a  sin^e  winnower  portable  thrashing  machioe 
with  ehaif  sacking  apparatos)  ;  Newton  and  Toner,  Ken- 
ninghall  f  £3  for  their  straw,  hay,  and  com  elevator) ;  and 
Robey  ana  Co.,  Lincoln  (£4  for  apparatna  for  the  lelf-feeding 
of  thnshing  machines.)  Silver  medal:  Woods,  Cockiedge, 
and  Warner  (for  an  arrangement  to  be  applied  to  tamix)  cut- 
ters for  cutting  the  last  piece).  Highly  commended,  Biches 
and  Watts  (grindme  mill) ;  R.  Kmghts,  Harieston  (horse 
rake).  Commended,  T.  Le  Fevre,  Norwich  (pwrtaUs 
horse  works  for  driving  elevator  or  chaff  machine); 
Holmes     and    Sons    (horse    gear    for    drivmg   stacker.) 

THE  DINNER. 

The  diair  at  the  dinner  was  to  have  been  taken  by  Hr.  £. 
Howes,  M.P.,  but  the  hon.  gentleman  was  nnable  to  attend  by 
reason  of  incUsposition,  and  his  place  had  to  be  made  {rood  by 
Colonel  Fitzroy.    Li  the  coarse  of  the  proceedings 

Sir  W.  JoN£S  said  he  conld  not  see  why  the  entire  sugar 
dntj  shonld  not  be  taken  off,  and  why  we  should  not  grow 
sugar  in  this  conntiy  as  well  as  on  the  continent  of  Europe. 
He  wonld  point  ont  that  onr  climate  was  manifestly  becoming 
dryer  and  hotter  as  it  was  certain  to  do  by  the  throwing  down 
of  hedges,  and  in  the  cutting  down  of  hedge-iow  Umber.  He 
wonld  also  observe  that  no  one  who  had  been  through  the 
oonntry  this  vear,  and  looked  at  the  mangold  fields,  conld 
doubt  what  he  was  saying— that  the. hotter  the  weather 
and  the  dryer  the  spring,  the  finer  the  crop  of  osngoU 
wonld  be.  There  was  no  reason  why  they  shonld  not  hsve 
in  this  county  very  fine  crops  of  Silesian  beet,  and  he  would 
remind  them  that  10  per  cent,  of  Silesian  beet  wai  purely 
crystallisable  sugar,  and  if  they  conld  grow  ten  tons  of  Silo* 
sian  beet  in  one  of  their  fields  (it  varied  from  nine  to  eleren 
tons,  and  the  mean  average  he  took  to  be  ten),  bat  when  the 
soil  was  very  wet,  as  in  the  west  of  England,  the  sTerage 
probably  would  not  be  more  than  8  per  cent.,  bat  theo  let 
them  remember  tiiat  if  Silesian  beet  wonld  grow  10  per  cent 
of  sugar,  a  ten  ton  crop  would  grow  a  ton  of  sugar,  which,  at 
a  penny  a  pound,  would  bring  £9,  and  at  twopence  apooal 
£18.  In  one  respect  this  was  exactly  like  wheat,  becaode 
they  would  have  one  mill  for  a  district  or  parish,  and  era^ 
labourer,  however  small  his  garden,  might  grow  a  hoDdred* 
weight  or  two  of  beet,  and  if  they  had  proper  mills  a  hundnd- 
weight  of  sugar  would  be  just  as  saleable  as  a  basbel  of  com 
was  now.  Speaking  of  this  fact  reminded  one  of  the  ^t 
facilities  with  which  fortunes  were  acqnired  on  the  coutine^ 
by  the  making  of  sugar ;  and  he  conld  not  see  for  the  life  o( 
him  why  fortunes  shonld  not  be  made  here  by  the  sane  pro- 
cess. Sugar  was  a  thing  which  old  and  young  could  eat  with 
pleasure,  and  the  consumption  of  which  would  increase  to  say 
amount  He  did  not  see  why  we  should  not  be  able  to  mun- 
facture  it  here  as  well  u  in  Belgium. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Read,  M.P.,  said :  Sir  WiUonghby  Jones  righw 
says  that  it  is  very  important  indeed  that  we  in  Norfoli 
should  have,  if  possible,  some  new  crop  on  which  to  loll  nek 
to  meet  our  present  deficiency.  There  can  be  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  the  potato  crop  in  Sootland  has  been  a  perfect  God- 
send to  them  after  free  trade  was  introduced,  and  the  only 
thmg  I  can  say  is,  that  I  look  unon  agriculture  in  Norfolk,  and 
in  the  Eastern  Counties  generaOy,  as  going  from  bad  to  worse; 
that  whereas  they,  in  Scotland  and  Irebmd,  can  grow  roota 
and  grass  to  the  best  advantage,  and  the  proceeds  they  oace 
are  not  at  all  affected  by  free  trade,  we  in  this  comity,  bei^ 
entirely  a  corn-growing  district,  do  feel  the  depressioB  mo» 
severely.  I  have  never  myself  had  any  c^nawe  in  tnj 
growth  of  beet-root  sugar,  and  I  may  say  it  is  a  P^^^^ 
Has  not  yet  been  solved  whether  it  may  be  advaDtageovav 
grown  in  this  district ;  bnt  I  do  say  that  we  have  one  srtidc, 
and  that  our  chief;  in  the  growth  of  which  we  can  con^  ooj 
only  against  the  United  Kingdom,  but  against  the  whde  worM 
-4hatii  to  say,  our  barley.  And  withont  saying  what  I  wonld 
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fish  to  be  done  vith  the  nfpn  duties,  I  can  only  say  I  shoiUd 
like  to  htre  lint  a  very  sensible  repeal  of  the  nuut-tax.  Why, 
ar,  ve  bad  a  Tery  large  Borplos  this  year,  and  we  natnrally 
opeeted  that  th^  woold  be  some  reduction  of  that  tax, 
vhich  presses  so  moch  npon  the  agricnltorists  of  Norfolk ;  bat 
iiuteiid  of  that  we  were  told  we  were  going  to  receive  a  great 
boon,  ud  that  boon  was  that  we  were  to  bejpermitted  to  ger- 
■iute  oar  barky  as  in  days  of  yore.  Well,  how  was  this 
great  booa  given  to  as  P  Not  only  were  we  when  we  were 
goog  to  gezminate  barley  to  give  notice  to  the  exciseman  of 
rbat  ve  were  going  to  do — not  only  was  he  to  come  into  our 
houses  where  the  grain  was  being  germinated  and  where  it 
m  kept,  bat  if  we  steeped  any  com  we  were  also  to  give  that 
ptiemsn  notiee  of  oar  intention  that  we  were  going  to  steep 
It  Nov,  yoa  would  hardly  hncrf  that  thia  great  boon  shoold 
be  clo^d  by  soch  a  most  iniqmtoas  restriction  as  this,  yet  I 
ofl  iMuevon  it  took  ail  my  whole  time  one  night  to  con- 
rjittthe  moseof  Commons  that  there  was  really  in  this  boon 
I  uHt  oppressive  reetrietion  imposed  npon  as,  and  all  that  I 
bate  been  able  to  obtain  is  this,  that  we  mav  steep  oar 
ecro  as  we  please,  but  that  if  any  of  yoa  wiU  germinate 
jm  grain  nnt  of  all  you  must  give  the  exciseman  notice 
tf  joor  intention  of  what  you  are  coing  to  do.  and  next 
fra  mut  let  him  have  access  to  the  place  where  that  grain  is 
beag  germisated  and  being  kept,  ana  if  you  fail  in  any  one  of 
tbw  partiealais  yoa  will  be  liable  to  the^  small  penalty  of  one 
bssdnd  pounds.  [**  Oh  !**]  Whether  or  bo  you  will  Uke  to 
iscv  thst  mk,  I  don't  know ;  I  ean  only  answer  for  myself ; 
I  ihall  not  avail  mvielf  of  this  Teiy  great  consideration.  Well, 
ti  bave  lately  had  in  the  House  a  veiy  sensible  concession 

r toted  to  aa,  and  that  is  with  regard  to  agricultural  hones. 
ru  aaid  in  the  House  that  thia  was  an  extension  of  the  ex- 
enptioa  vhich  ^e  fiirmen  enjoyed.  I  entirely  repudiate  that 
ira.  It  ia  no  extension  whatever.  It  is  simply  a  definition  of 
tbat  esemptioa.  If  the  Parliament  of  the  country  exempts 
a^xohval  hofaes  fkoBi  the  payment  of  a  lieenoe  of  ten  shil- 
Ittfa,  or  whatever  it  may  be,  the  Parliament  of  the  country  at 
the  9ue  time  tells  you  that  the  fiurmers  have  to  repair  the 
mdt.  I  need  not  say  that  in  nine  parishes  out  of  ten  the 
only  peiBons  who  can  cart  materials  on  the  roads  are  farmen ; 
ihoeibre  it  is  perfectly  monstrous  that,  in  doing  what  Parlia- 
sect  pota  upon  us,  we  should  entirely  abrogate  the  small  ex- 
nptioa  which  Parliament  had  previously  conferred  upon  us. 
1  eaa  only  aay  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  Mr.  Speaker,  I  don't 
tbiak  even  that  rauJl  concession  would  have  been  made.  There 
a  Qse  other  subgeot  I  vrill  mention.  We  are  told  that  we  agri- 
csltuisto  ought  to  be  neatly  pleased  that  we  have  in  Prinee^s- 
M,  Westminster,  vrliat  they  call  a  veterinary  department. 
Nov,  tbat  veterinary  department  irill  this  year  cost  the  coun- 
trf  £10,000  for  the  payment  of  aalaries,  without  any  estimate 
It  ill  being  made  for  the  legal  expensea,  stationery,  aud  auch 
like  little  matten.  Now,  I  will  aak  you,  as  practical  farmen, 
vhetherjtm  believe  the  Yeterinarv  Uepartment  of  the  Privy 
Cwndl  huever  been  of  any  benefit  to  you  whaterer  ["  No"J, 
«.  OD  tbe  other  hand,  whether,  instead  of  costing  you  £10,000, 
it  hat  been  of  ten  thonfland  pence  benefit  to  you  r  Mind  you, 
lanquta  ready  and  vrilUng  to  admit  the  great  service  the 
leidioirj  pnfessioa  thenudves— 'Professor  Simonds  and  Pro- 
fefior  Biuwn— have  rendered  to  us ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
*^bea  I  come  to  eonsider  the  extraordinary  salaries  that  are 
pud  for  thia  department,  and  that  in  addition  to  this  there 
ve  £15,000  a-year  spent  annually  for  the  collection  of  sta- 
tuhes,  I  mean  to  say  that  if  we  had  that  £25,000  de- 
*^  aa  it  ought  to  be,  to  some  agricultural  depart- 
not  of  the  Bond  of  Trade,  that  we  really  might  have 
tbm  lone  sahetantial  benefits  conferred  upon  as.  Sir,  it  is 
jKttvetve  months  ago  that  I,  at  Attlebonmgh,  drew  a  some- 
«ba  gifiomy  pieture  of  agrieultural  prospects.  I  then  said 
^  the  very  oold,  wet  weather  which  we  had  experienced  was 
Wliag  moat  nn&vonrably  upon  the  county  of  Norfolk.  It 
P>^^  Providence  to  send  us  a  change  of  weather,  and  we 
b>d  a  most  beantiful  harvest,  but  enougn  injury  had  been  done 
to  ts  in  Norfolk  for  us  to  grow  only  a  amall  crop  of  com  and 
to  letl  it  at  a  small  price.  This,  following  upon  the  drought 
Jf  IMa,  was  enoogh  to  break  the  backs  of  many  farmen ; 
^sovwc  have,  uafbrtaaately,  another  drought  and  what 
tbe  lenlt  of  these  three  disaatrooa  yean  wUl  be  I  cannot 
coiteaplate  withoot  aetioaa  fears.  I  should  like  to  say  a  few 
^  with  regard  to  the  Show  itself,  and  npon  our  Agricul- 
»nl  Sodefy.   I  think  we  must  congratulate  ourselves  that  in 


this  yexy  nleasant,  bat  aomewhai  <mt-of.the-way  part  of  the 
world,  we  nave  had  so  successful  a  show.  It  only  confirms  my 
idea  of  what  a  county  show  ought  to  be.  You  cannot  make  a 
county  show  a  great  national  agricultural  exhibition.  What 
you  ought  to  do  is  to  endeavour  to  confer  the  greatest  possible 
amount  of  good  upon  the  county  in  which  you  live.  It  was 
this  idea  that  always  pervaded  m^  mind  when  I  was  a  some- 
what active  member  of  the  committee  of  the  Norfolk  Agricul- 
tural Society.  Another  idea  I  had  was  this—how  neoeaaary 
it  was  to  improve  the  native  breeds  of  stock,  and  this  we  haye 
in  a  measure  succeeded  in  doing.  I  would  aak  anyone  to  look 
back  fifteen  yean  and  think  what  the  Norfolk  homebreds  were 
then,  and  in  what  condition  were  our  Norfolk  cart  horses. 
As  a  Norfolk  man,  and  in  the  presence  of  so  many  of  our 
Suffolk  brethren,  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  considered  egotistical, 
but  I  say  that  our  Norfolk  cart  horses,  especially  the  mares 
and  plough  horses,  are  a  credit  to  any  country,  and  for  work 
and  endurance  they  are  equal  to  any  county,  and,  perhaps,  I 
may  say,  auperior  to  aome  of  the  highly-fed  Suffolks. 

Mr.  Charles  Howakd,  in  apeaking  for  "the  judges," 
said:  The  Shorthorns,  in  some  of  the  dasaes,  were,  perhaps, 
some  of  the  finest  apecimens  you  could  see  in  any  show-yard; 
but  I  only  regret  to  tell  you,  gentiemen,  they  don't  come  from 
Norfolk.  They  are  what  I  call  outsiden.  They  are  sent  here 
to  show  ^ou  gentlemen  in  Norfolk  what  you  should  do.  I 
don't  beheve  that  any  progress  is  made  when  peonle  wrap 
thessselves  up  in  supposed  exeellence;  and  I  should  not  be 
doing  my  duty  towards  yoa.  after  you  have  done  me  the 
honour  of  asking  me  to  come  here  andaot  as  judge,  if  I  allowea 
some  observations  to  pass  unnoticed.  I  have  hu  the  honour 
and  nrivilege  of  attending  very  many  agricultural  shows  in 
this  kingdom,  and  although  excellent  as  jour  Show  is — ex- 
ceedingly good— yet  I  would  not  have  ][ou  la^  to  yonrselyes 
the  flattering  unction  that  you  are  pre-eminent  m  this  matter. 
If  you  do,  you  may  depend  upon  it  suecesa  won't  follow  your 
efforts.  I  have  disposed  of  Shorthorns;  I  only  wish  voa 
would  keep  those  outsiders  away-*at  least,  yoa  may  aUow 
them  to  come,  but  don't  allow  them  to  take  your  prises  awigr. 
But  there  is  a  dass  of  stock,  the  Norfolk  Polls,  which  is  famous 
in  Norfolk,  and  which  I  think  doea  the  breeden  and  feeden 
of  that  stock  infinite  credit.  I  have  watched  tiiat  stock, 
having  attended  your  shows  for  some  yean  past,  with  great 
interest,  and  it  is  a  class  of  animal  worthy  of  being  cultivated 
in  other  districts  besides  Norfolk,  and  as  it  succeeds  so  well 
here  I  am  surprised  that  gentiemen  in  other  parts  don't  take 
it  up.  I  am  sure  what  i  say  to-night  you  vrill  not  suppose, 
nor  do  I  intend  it  so,  that  I  sav  it  in  a  spirit  of  nnkindneas ; 
but  you  haye  long  been  held  up  to  us  in  distant  counties  as 
patterns  of  agricultoriats  and  as  a  county  in  which  there  is 
the  best  farming  in  the  world.  Now,  I  have  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  aeeing  a  good  deal  of  farming  in  Norfolk  during  the 
last  nw  days.  I  am  not  going  to  find  fault  with  your  farming, 
bnt  I  should  tell  you  thia — ^that  if  you  don't  look  out  you  wul 
no  longer  hold  the  position  you  have  done — ^that  other  coun- 
ties wiU  very  soon  trip  yon  up,  and  vou  will  lose  that  poaition 
you  have  so  long  and  so  worthily  held.  There  is  one  other  point 
to  which  Sir  Wmonghby  Jones  has  referred — the  change  of  oli- 
mate  produoed  by  the  cuttiug  down  of  hedge-row  timhen  and 
woods.  Well,  it  is  certain  that  has  not  had  that  effect  in 
Norfolk,  for  I  never  was  in  a  county  in  my  life  where  I  saw 
so  much  uaelesa  hedge-row  timber.  I  am  quite  certain  of  one 
thing^that  the  farmen  of  Norfolk  do  all  they  can  to  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  times ;  it  now  rests  with  the  landlords 
to  help  them.  The  first  thing  they  should  do  woold  be 
to  allcyw  them  the  priyilege  or  cutting  down  this  beostir 
rubbiah — pieces  of  timber  which  if  they  stand  fifty  vean  wiU 
never  be  worth  a  sovereign — ^to  cut  down  many  of  the  hedge- 
rows and  to  destroy  the  great  pest  of  the  farmers — ^the  tenants 
of  these  wild  hedge-rowa,  the  rabbits. 

Mr.  H.  Oyermui,  in  responding  for  the  "  Snccessfnl  Exhi- 
biton  of  Sheep,"  said :  It  had  pleased  Mr.  Howard  to  make 
a  few  remarks  on  the  Norfolk  Snow,  and  he  thought  much  to 
the  point,  bnt  be  did  not  agree  with  all  that  he  had  said.  He 
told  them  that  they  mast  not  think  so  much  of  themselves. 
[Mr.  HowABD :  I  did  noL]  If  he  did  not  put  it  in  that  way 
be  inferred  it ;  he  took  them  down  a  little.  As  fer  as  the 
Shorthorns  were  ooncenied,  he  (Mr.  Overman)  aaid  that  when 
they  considered  the  Norfolk  Show  stood  second  to  none  ia 
England,  being  second  only  to  the  Royal  Show,  they  ought 
not  to  expect  people  to  come  from  distant  counties  and  not  to 
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take  away  a  single  prize.  A  much  more  important  subject 
was  that  of  the  hedge-row  timber.  They  were  liring  in 
critical  times,  and  unless  the  hindbrd  went  a-head  as 
£ut  as  the  tenants  had  done,  good-bye  to  their  having 
any  tenants  at  all.  As  to  hedge-row  timber  and  hedges, 
Mr.  Howard  would  not  have  made  the  remarks  he  had  done  if 
he  had  Tiaited  West  Norfolk,  for  there  the  landlords  were 
going  a-head,  taking  down  the  fences  by  wholesale  and  thereby 
the  timber.  If  landlords  persisted  in  OTer-preservation  of 
game  he  did  not  hesitate  to  say  they  would  hare  to  farm  the 
land  themaelTes.  The  nuserr  of  this  might  first  of  all  &11 
upon  the  tenants,  but  it  would  afterwards  come  opon  the  land- 
lords, and  perhaps  many  of  them  would   be  able  to  find 


neither  the  capital  nor  the  ability.  Before  sitting  down, 
he  must  refer  to  the  remarks  made  hj  Mr.  Ckre  Bead.  It 
was  Tery  pleasant  to  some  to  find  fault  with  the  taus  made  by 
othere— ^in  fiict  it  suited  them  sometimes— but  as  regarded  the 
tax  on  agricultural  horses  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  matter  of  no 
importance  whatever,  for  if  stones  were  carted  off  the  land,  that 
was  a  matter  of  the  tenant  farmer— he  must  cart  if  he  had  got  a 
Urge  quantity  of  stones,  and  if  he  carted  them  £ram  the  land  he 
did  so  from  an  agricultural  point  of  view,  and  he  coold  shoot 
them  down  wherever  he  pleased,  and  if  he  put  them  on  the 
roads,  as  they  oaght  to  be,  they  could  be  placed  by  the  aide  of 
the  roads  and  put  upon  them  after  they  were  broken.  Thia  he 
regarded  as  the  Car  better  plan. 


THE    ESSEX    AGEIOULTUBAL    ASSOCIATION. 
MEETING    AT    SAFFRON   WALDEN. 


The  thirteenth  annual  show  of  the  Essex  Society 
was  held  for  the  second  time  at  the  ancient  little 
town  of  Saffirou  Walden,  capped  now  with  its  new  and 
el^;ant  market-place,  about  as  much  in  keeping  with 
the  rest  of  the  place  as  a  Lincoln  and  Bennett  would  have 
been  to  the  femer  of  days  gone  by — what  with  the  brown 
tops,  and  high-collared,  long-skirted,  eyerlasting  drab 
great  coat,  imperviooa  alike  to  heat  or  cold,  sunshine  or 
rain,  that  he  wore  in  all  his  outings  both  winter  and 
summer,  to  church,  markets,  &irs^  or  feasts,  at  the  rent- 
roll  or  going  a  courting.  The  Society  pitched  their  tents 
dose  to  the  town,  ou  ground  evidently  chosen  more  for 
the  beautiful  view  from  it  than  to  show  off  the  animals 
to  advantage.  Horses  more  particularly  cannot  show 
well  when  either  standing  still  or  going  through  their 
paces  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  to  say  nothing  of  this 
being  unfair  to  the  judges,  or  the  danger  the  riders  risk. 
The  judges  were  on  the  ground  and  at  work  soon  after 
the  early  bird  had  proclaimed  the  mom ;  for  a  Uttle  be- 
fore eight  we  found  the  popular  member  for  Bedford  in 
an  entirely  new  character — as  a  judge  of  hunters,  hacks, 
and  thorongh-breds,  assisted  by  Justice  Thumall  and  an- 
other, whose  commanding  figure  and  gentle  whisper  are 
IM  wdl  known  to  the  frequenters  of  the  Hall  at  Idington 
as  ever  that  posturing  genius  of  the  Bing,  Mr.  Widdicomb, 
was  to  the  admirers  of  Scenes  in  the  Circle.  In  another 
ring  close  by  were  the  judges  of  the  agricultural  horses. 
The  ground  was  nicely  laid  out,  and  the  shedding  good, 
while  of  agricultural  implements  and  machinery  there  was 
a  capital  dispky.  To  swell  out  a  catalogue,  and  as  a 
kind  of  decoy  for  exhibitors,  it  is  now  becoming  pretty 
general  to  allow  the  same  animal  to  be  entered  in  tevenl 
classes,  in  the  belief  that  he  will  stand  a  better 
chance  of  a  prize.  This  is  in  most  cases 
bnt  a  delusion,  as  shown  by  the  prize-list ;  but 
that  is  not  all,  for  it  confuses  and  wearies 
out  the  public  and  endangers  the  popularity  of  horse 
shows,  which  have  hitherto  been  the  most  interesting  of 
exhibitions. 

Here  the  privilege  was  granted  to  the  full,  and 
many  of  the  riding  horses  came  into  the  ring  with 
their  heads  smothered  in  numbers  relating  to  the  different 
cksses ;  and  as  there  was  no  telegraph  board  to  denote 
either  the  number  of  the  class  or  the  prizes,  the  public 
was  left  in  a  stat^  of  bliss,  if  it  be  a  folly  to  be  wise,  as 
were  the  judges  wh^  kept  continually 'crying  aloud  "  what 
cktss  is  this  ? "  Then  the  horses  came  in  anyhow,  and 
just  as  the  Bench  had  agreed  upon  their  verdict  in  would 
drop  another.  In  the  shedding  the  prizes  were  posted 
thus :  the  numbers  relating  to  the  classes  in  which  the 
animals  were  entered  were  nailed  at  the  head  of  the  stall, 
and  the  prize  or  commendation,  without  any  number  as  to 


dass,  by  the  side,  so  that  you  could  not  tell  in  which  class 
the  animal  had  been  euooessful.  The  mystery  of  Edwin 
Brood,  alas  I  will  always  remain  a  mysteiy,  and  so  will  the 
mysteries  concocted  for  the  visitors  to  the  Saffron 
Walden  show,  as  they  would  have  done  with  \a  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  kindness  of  the  judges  and  officials 
who  favoured  us  with  a  sight  of  the  returns.  Sorely, 
with  a  little  forethought  these  things  might  be  managed  so 
that  the  public,  catalogue  in  hand,  could  know  as  mnch  la 
anybody  else,  or  this  revolving  world  for  the  hut  thirteen 
years  must  have  been  wearing  out  its  own  axis  for  nought. 
The  strong  part  of  the  show  was  most  decidedly  not  in 
the  riding  classes,  as  there  were  few  horses  of  any  chane- 
ter.  Then,  the  kmentable  accident  at  Islington  had 
something  to  do  with  this,  for  Mr.  Btoker,  the  weD- 
known  Essex  dealer,  always  had  a  good  string,  and  io  Uua 
year's  catalogue  several  entries,  which  of  coorae  were  all 
absentees.  For  the  thorough-bred  stallion  prizes  there  vas 
nothing  so  grand  as  Dalesman  of  last  yesr,  slthoo^ 
Migor  Barlow,  with  another  from  his  inaxhaustible  atriiig 
contrived  to  carry  off  both  the  open  prizes.  Deerfoot  by 
Vindex,  out  of  'tranquillity,  is  a  black  and  a  very  ilashj 
light  corky  gentleman,  with  almost  as  much  white  as 
Mse  Aiarm,  the  Bury  prize  horse.  He  stands  aixteea 
hands  high,  of  great  quality,  and  very  haDdsome, 
with  a  nice  head  and  neck,  capital  ends,  good  limbs,  aod 
a  free  springy  mover;  but  he  was  light,  and  tucked  np  in 
his  middle,  which  made  him  appear  higher  on  the  leg 
than  he  is.  Little  Ben,  by  Big  Ben,  out  of  Flame,  the 
only  other  competitor  that  we  thought  stood  a  chance 
with  Deerfoot,  and  that  it  was  hard  to  get  away 
from,  is  the  very  modd  of  a  light-weight  banter, 
worth  going  from  London  to  Saffron  Walden  to  kc. 
He  was  shown  in  hunting  condition,  and,  taking 
him  from  his  head  to  his  tail  and  dowa  to 
his  knees  and  hocks  is  abont  one  of  the  neatest 
we  ever  saw.  He  is  very  muscular,  stands  fifteen-tvo, 
but  he  has  not  the  dean  flat  l^s  of  Deerfoot,  nor  can  he 
move  so  freely ;  but  then  the  horse  has  done  a  deal  of 
work,  and  Deerfoot  ran  thirty-eight  times,  so  there  wc 
are  again.  Deerswold  in  cdour  takes  a  little  after  Orlando, 
but  in  nothing  else,  for  there  is  no  symmetry  about  him. 
He  is  heavT  before,  with  a  short  waspy middle,  allof 
a  heap,  and  we  hate  the  sight  of  him,  although  bred 
by  her  Migesty.  Bay  Volunteer, by  Alarm,  struck  mm* 
coach-horse,  or  best  adapted  for  getting  machiners,  while 
of  Buckfoot  by  Acrobat,  out  of  Heirloom,  althoaghsecood 
to  Dalby  for  the  Chester  Cup,what  with  the  little  there  IS  of 
him,  is  of  a  very  hackish  appearance.  Then  Weathercock, 
by  Weatherden,  in  lengtii  like  a  longboat  and  ss  high  on 
the  leg  as  the  steeple,  is  a  nice  sort  of  horse  for  a  party 
of  tourists  to  take  through  a  country,  as  they  could  get 
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I  giud  Tkw  (torn  bim  afiywhere.  Hi*  card  says  that 
he  wu  awarded  the  £15  prize  at  Colchester,  for  the  best 
tlkorooghbred  horse  in  the  county.  True  enough  this, 
kst  thea  he  wu  the  only  one  exhibited,  and  quite  enough 
too  of  the  sort.  There  ia  something  very  good  through- 
oit  the  groggy  old  Knight  Templar;  but  a  black  three- 
jarold  by  Vedette  looks  more  like  an  Improved  Essex 
tka  a  thoroughbred  horse. 

Of  the  hunters,  what  shall  we  say  for  the 
lot?  Why,  that  there  were  very  few  worthy  of 
a  bid  for  the  Noble  Science.  In  the  first  class,  without 
eoiditions,  the  prizes  were  withheld ;  while  Villager,  a 
chmut  foor-year-old  of  breed,  in  the  light  weights,  was 
lU  orer  a  very  nice  hone,  that  could  gallop.  He  was 
i^Q  Tictorions  in  the  three  and  four-year-olds,  beating 
the  priie  four-year-old  mare,  by  Frogmore,  of  Mr.  Spar- 
row's, a  light  wiry  mare  that  could  move  but  with  nothing 
gnod  in  her  appearance.  She  waa  also  first  in  an  open  chiss 
for  banters,  where  she  beat  a  bay  with  white  heels  of  Mr. 
Pitfflore's,  that  could  go  a  bit,  but  was  badly  ribbed  up 
ud  goose-rumped ;  if  this  droop,  though  not  quite 
pleuing  to  the  eye,  is  to  be  found  in  many  of  our 
best  hoaters.  Mr.  Fatmore  had  another  bay  by 
Ihmpeter,  that,  if  not  Pfrfect  in  form,  looked  like 
getting  over  the  ground.  Silvertail,  a  provincial  in  style 
ud  np  to  more  weight  than  pace,  beat  the  Bishop  of 
Stoitford's  bay  with  &e  goose  rump  for  weight-carriers, 
ud  as  there  waa  nothing  dse  in,  it  was  entirely  "  twixt 
tbe  two"  as  the  gipsy  dealer  replied  when  asked  which 
was  the  pick  of  a  conple  of  fearful  screws  ?  Of  hackneys, 
like  the  hunters,  there  were  very  few  good-looking; 
Mr.  W.  GQbcy's  Quadroon,  with  breed,  has  fussy  tutored 
^  tetion  and  is  waspy  in  her  middle  piece;  then 
QoiekBiiver,  a  strong  weight-carrier  with  a  little  too  much 
of  the  trotter  stamp,  looks  like  bowling  along  at  a  good 
pace.  Mr.  W.  Clayton's  Needlewoman  is  a  neat  hack, 
bat  Qot  improved  bj  a  mean  tail ;  while  Mr.  H.  Taylor 
showed  a  fair-made  bay.  In  the  next  lot,  an  o|)en  class, 
QpadrooQ  was  again  to  the  front ;  but  with  Mr.  Badham's 
^ipse,  Mr.  Egerton's  varmint  old  weight  carrier,  the 
Brewer,  and  Quickailver,  we  thought  a  second  prize  too 
fflneh  of  a  sacrifice  to  tutored  park  action.  Baronet  from 
Bolmer,  as  well  aa  Eclipse,  was  shown,  and  we  were 
iony  that  Mr.  O.  D.  Badham  was  unable,  through  a  bite 
&0D  a  boar,  to  nde  them  himself.  Although  it  kept  him 
within  doors  and  from  the  show,  we  were  gkd  to  hear  that 
tbemiah^  waa  thought  more  curious  than  serious  by  his 
friends.  There  were  two  fiedr-made  brood  mares  and  foals, 
one  Ubj  a  bay,  and  a  hardy  wiry  looking  chesnut  of  the 
right  material  from  Mr.  Fortway's  stud.  There  were  three 
or  four  cobs,  the  best  by  a  long  way,  being  Mr.  Saville's,  aa 
ibe  conid  go.  The  weight-carrier  was  a  chesnut  by 
Stratbmore  a  lengthy  strong  cob  with  a  head  not  wdl 
let  on,  ttda  strong  heavy  forehand.  In  the  ponies  Mr. 
Archer's  cream-coloured  mare  was  a  wonderful  showy 
K^>  but  the  prixe  went  to  a  skewbald  because 
the  cream  had  been  down  on  her  knees. 

The  itrong  part  of  the  horse  show  waa  the  agricultural 
<'luaes,  and  as  Suffolk  is  the  adjoining  connty,  the  Punches 
'voe  down  upon  Saffron  Widden  like  locusts,  and  the 
cbeannt  hue  prevailed.  These  animals  like  the  riding 
horses,  were  in  several  dasses.  Mr.  Badham  was  to  the 
fore  with  Hereulea  and  Great  Eastern,  both  by  Royal 
^^«vge,  and  a  strain  of  Chester  Emperor,  that 
iBoet  gentlemanly  of  cart  horses.  In  an  open 
^<^  Harwich  Emperor,  as  the  Professor  did  not 
pot  his  mari:  against  him,  cleared  the  way  with  aome 
M  hones  behind  him,  including  Great  Eastern.  The 
Koi  two-year-old  entire  colts  were  nothing  out  of  the 
*>7,  whQe  iuithe  open  class  were  several  very  good, 
D««riy  tU  being  commended.  Then  in  the  yearling  entire 
colts  the  jndgea  tbouf^t  there  waa  nothing  worthy  of 


being  pkced  second  to  Mr.  Badham's  colt  by  Great 
Eastern,  and  witheld  the  prize.  The  cart  nuures  under  four 
year's  old  did  not  muster  in  any  strength,  but  three  or  four 
were  very  good.  Mr.  Capon's  grand  mare  Matchett,  by 
the  late  Mr.  Crisp's  Conqueror,  in  a  capital  open  class, 
with  Mr.  Wolton  s  Diamond  at  her  heels,  carried  off  the 
blue  riband,  the  whole  dass  being  commended.  The 
three-year-old  local  fiUy  is  a  short-legged  lengthy  useful 
iron  grey ;  while  the  open  prize  filly  under  four  years  ia  a 
two-year-old  fine-grown  roan,  rather  high  on  the  1^,  by 
Qoihampton's  Horse ;  and  the  highly-commended,  a  short 
compact-made  Suffolk  three-year-old  by  Mr.  Wolton's  War- 
rior, if  anvthing,  is  rather  short  in  the  quarter.  The 
gelding  Jolly  is  a  level-made  bay  that  looked  like  stepping 
along.  The  roan  Quihampton  filly  wasagain  first  in  the  two- 
year-old  fillies,  the  second  and  reserved  being  some  light 
coloured  Suffolks  of  very  fair  form  by  Clayden's  Horse. 
The  yearling  filliea  were  not  much  to  look  at,  and  the 
first,  though  fine-grown  and  having  a  crest  like  a  stallion, 
has  not  the  best  forelegs,  wliile  £e  second  was  a  very 
1^^  one  of  Lord  Braybrooke's,  by  Clayden's  Horse.  It  ia 
a  pity  that  braedera  cannot  find  names  for  their  nags ; 
for  there  is  nothing  easier  than  to  borrow  an  old  stud-book 
or  a  hound  list.  Here  we  have  three  of  them  all  of  a 
heap  :  "  Ckyden's  Horse,"  "  Quichampton's  Horse,"  and 
"  Ilarvey's  Horse."  We  have  heard  of  the  sauce,  but  not  of 
the  horse ;  and  really  any  one  would  think  that  these  gentle- 
men were  bold  warriors  at  the  head  of  a  troop,  or  that 
they  never  had  but  one  horse.  There  were  some  good 
mares  and  foals,  and  aome  very  capital  pairs  of  plough- 
horses. 

The  exhibition  of  cattle  was  a  decided  success,  there 
being  a  hirge  entry  of  pure-bred  Shorthorns,  but  to  many 
of  these  a  show-yard  was  no  novelty ;  while  there  were  a 
few  very  nice  things  without  pedigree,  and  such  a  herd 
of  Aldemey,  Jersey,  and  Guernsey,  that,  coming  suddenly 
upon  them,  we  thought  by  some  contrary  wind  we  had 
been  driven  upon  one  of  the  Channel  Islanda.  Mr.  Upson's 
Monk,  bred  by  Messrs.  Game  and  Son,  and  as  well-lniown 
as  a  prize-taker  at  Southampton  and  elsewhere  as  he  is  for 
his  neat  form  and  quality,  was  the  hero  of  the  local  class 
for  bulls  of  any  age,  with  Whipper-in,  who  got  a  commen- 
dation at  Colchester  last  year,  a  bad  second,  as  he 
is  still;  for,  as  we  then  said,  he  is  nothing  to  look 
at ;  while  Monarch,  with  a  capital  back,  who  waa 
second  at  Colchester  came  in  for  empty  honoura. 
The  Monk  was  again  to  the  fore  in  the  open  all-aged 
chss,  with  Mr.  Kersey  Cooper's  Hogarth  the  Second,  bred 
by  the  Reverend  Holt  Beever,  and  showing  more  quality 
than  ever,  close  up.  Of  a  very  difESerent  character  is  Mr. 
Catchpole's  Sorcerer,  who  is  a  big  coarse  animal,  and  a 
bad  handler.  Mr.  Hutley's  King  Lear,  Mr.  J.  Chnsty's 
Brabraham,  and  Mandarin,  prize  takers  at  Colchester,  were 
down  in  the  entries,  and  Lady  Pigot's  Bythis,  who  in  the 
yearling  buUs  had  to  succumb  to  Heydon  Duke, 
over  which  was  quite  the  sensation  scene  of  the 
day,  although  Bythis  does  not  require  a  very 
crack  animal  to  beat  him.  He  is  anything  but  an  elegant 
gentleman,  for  although  full  of  quality  and  very 
deep,  he  has  a  coarse  horn,  a  short  neck,  and  a  rump 
that  needs  a  deal  of  squaring  to  fit  him  as  an 
illustration  for  the  Herd  Book.  Mr.  Kersey  Cooper, 
with  Hogarth  the  Second  and  Christabel  with  Hogarth 
the  Third  by  her  aide,  in  Uie  place  of  the  deep  level  Chris- 
tina, was  again,  as  at  Colchester,  the  owner  of  the  best 
bull,  cow,  and  calf.  The  third  edition  of  Hogarth  ia 
very  rich  in  colour,  with  quite  the  Shorthorn  line  of 
beauty  in  his  back.  But  why  have  so  many  editions  of 
Hogarth  ?  What  is  the  pull  ?  Why  not  call  them  after  some 
of  the  painter's  works  P  The  Rake,  The  Politician,  or 
The  Idle  Apprentice,  for  a  prize  bull  has  a  nice  time  of  it. 
Or  for  a  pair  of  heifers  what  could  you  have  better  than 
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Industry  and  Idleness,  or  for  a  single  one  Sigismonda, 
which  wonld  be  be  a  rare  monthfiil  for  a  hungry  cow- 
man P  Bythis,  with  Matelina  2nd  by  Windsor  Fits- 
Windsor  and  Bame  by  Prince  of  fiackingham  to  assist 
him,  was  more  fortunate  in  the  yearling  bulls  and  pairs 
of  heifers,  and  there  turned  the  tables  on  Heydon  Duke 
with  Grand  Doehess  of  Oxford  2nd,  and  Keepsake  and 
a  nice  trio,  Rolla,  Nectar,  and  Pattern,  of  Messrs.  Game 
and  Son  to  oppose  him.  Heydon  Duke  and  Mr.  Mac- 
intosh's two  real  gems  of  heifers,  Charmer  and  Knightley 
2Dd,  were  considered  to  be  the  cracks  of  the  yard ;  and 
at  the  dinner  Mr.  Thumall,  for  the  judges,  declared  that 
the  Shorthorns  '*were  the  best  coUection  he  had  ever 
seen  in  his  life  at  a  local  show.  He  was  fortified  in  this 
opinion  by  that  of  his  brother  judges.  As  for  the  bull 
shown  by  the  noble  President,  it  was  the  best  he  had 
ever  seen,  and  he  hoped  it  wonld  be  sent  to  Oxford,  as  it 
was  well  deserving  of  royal  honoun."  When  we 
remember  how  much  Mr.  Thumall  has  seen,  this 
must  be  taken  as  a  very  high  compliment.  Mr. 
Marking's  cow  is  Tery  handsome,  and  though  with  no 
pedigree,  shows  better  than  many  with  one  as  long  as  your 
arm.  The  Sort,  is  a  good  short  square-built  heifer, 
had  nothing  to  oppose  her,  and  Mr.  Upson's  yearling  is 
a  well-fiamed  one,  but  with  a  bad  head,  while  the  second 
was  not  a  prize  animal.  In  dairy  stock  Mr.  Morris' 
cow,  of  a  mixed  breed,  is  a  curiosity  that  one  might 
expect  to  find  in  the  Zoological  Gardens,  while 
the  second  Was  by  an  Aldemey  bull  out  of  a 
Shorthorn  cow,  and  the  third  a  very  nice  pure  bred 
Aldemey,  with  a  good  bag  of  Mr.  Gilbey's,  who  has  gone 
into  Aldeme/s  of  the  right  sort  with  great  spirit,  and 
the  stmggle  for  the  honour  of  the  Channel  Islands  lay 
between  him  and  Lord  Breybrooke.  But  still  Mr.  Daun- 
cey's  sort  does  not  tell  altogether  with  the  judges. 

The  show  of  sheep  was  better  than  last  year,  with  a 
fiur  sprinkling  of  Southdowns,  a  few  Cotsivolds,  and 
goodly  number  of  bkck-fiices.  Lord  Braybrooke's  South- 
downs  came  off  with  flying  coloars,  taking  nearly  idl 
the  prizes,  while  Mr.  Giblin  was  great  in  Oxford  Downs 
and  Cotswolds.  The  shearlings  appeared  rather  small, 
while  there  was  a  &ir  sample  of  ewes  and  some  good 
Iambs. 

The  pigs,  as  a  lot,  were  but  an  ordinary  entry,  although 
there  were  some  pearls  amongst  them,  Messn.  Duckering 
taking  all  the  open  prizes,  and  there  were  several 
grand  specimens  of  the  Berkshire  breed,  but.  we  think 
all  worthy  of  notice  will  be  found  in  the  prize-list — if 
not,  merit  like  virtue  has  its  own  reward. 

There  was  a  dinner  at  which  Lord  Braybrooke  pre- 
sided, but  where,  beyond  the  few  words  we  have  quoted 
from  Mr.  Thumall  nothing  worth  preserving  was  said. 
On  the  second  day  Mr.  Rand,  the  auctioneer,  attempted 
a  sale  by  auction  of  some  of  the  stock  exhibited,  but  this 
we  are  almost  rajoiced  to  say  proved  a  complete  failure. 
Nothing  would  threaten  to  lower  the  character  of  a  good 
county  show  like  this  more  than  the  habit  of  getting  a 
lot  of  inferior  things  shoved  into  the  catalogue  with  the 
chance  of  selling  these  i^t  some  price  on  the  close  of  the 
proceedings. 

There  were  two  usefol  premiums  for  collections  of  im- 
plements, which  were  won  respectively  by  Ward  and 
SUver,  of  Melford,  and  Davey  and  Paxman,  of 
Colchester.  Mr.  Hunt,  of  Earl's  Colne,  ob- 
jected to  the  second  award  on  the  ground 
that  Davey  and  Paxman's  collection  comprised  certain 
implements  not  of  their  own  manufacture,  as  required  by 
the  conditions,  but  of  Hunt's  own  make.  The  committee, 
on  consideration,  confirmed  the  decision  of  the  judges  in 
favour  of  the  Colchester  firm.  Amongst  the  other 
exhibitors  of  implements  were  Bansomes,  Sims, 
and   Head,    Ipswidi;  BurreU,  Thetford;   Amies    and 


Barfi)rd,  Peterborongh  $  Woods,  Coebedge,  ud 
Warner,  Stowmarket;  Robey,  lineoln;  Gurett, 
Leiston  ;  Pash,  Chelmsford ;  Foster,  lineok ;  Mtpsrd, 
Whittlesford ;  Catehpool  and  Thompson,  Colchester 
Ray,  Saffron  Walden ;  Colman  and  Morton,  Chelmsford 
Penny,  Lineoln;  Peene,  Bayne;  Baker,  Wiibcseb 
Sworder,  Bishop's  Stortford;  Pbster,  Withan;  SmjO, 
Peasenhall ;  Hunt,  Earl's  Colne ;  Le  Butt,  Burj  St  £d. 
mund's;  Headley,  Cambridge;  Pertwee,Borehs]n;  Dsibf, 
Little  Waltham;  Wildenpin,  Ebworth;  Green,  Safiron 
Walden  ;  Cottis,Epping;  Johnson,  Saffinon  Wslden;  Bar- 
ford,  Fleet-street;  Hitchcock,  Bury  St.  Edmund's;  Sin- 
gleton and  Nicholson,  Saffron  Walden;  Dodge,  Upper 
Thames-street;  Shdwell,  Saffiron  Walden;  Teighe  and 
Smith,  Limehouse ;  Band  and  Jeckell,  Ipswich ;  Hilton, 
Wandsworth;  The  Farmen'  Supply  Association,  Lon- 
don;  King,  Coggenhall;  Johnson,  Saffron  Walden; 
Cote,  Ipswich  ;  Kent,  Saffron  Walden ;  Wsrren,  Mai- 
don  ;  Greenslade,  Maldon;  Man,  Earl's  Cdne;  Hawket, 
Aldham;  Angleton,  Islington;  Eddington,  Chefaniford; 
James,  Boyston  t  Guivey,  Saffiron  Walden ;  and  the  Cen- 
tral Cottage  Improvement  Society,  London. 

PRIZE    LIST. 
HORSES  FOR  AGRICULTURAL  PURPOSES. 

JuD0B8.^G.  M.  Seiton,  Wheistead  HalL 
W.  C.  Spooner,  Sonthanpton. 
J.  Thomas,  Bletsoe,  Beds. 

Cart  Btallions.^FirBt  prise,  £20,  G.  D.  Badhsm,  Bolmer 
Tye  (Herooles) ;  second,  £10,  E.  Emson,  litUeboiy  {Ctf- 
tain). 

Open  to  all  England.— Prise,  £26,  G.  D.  Badhim  (Gnat 
Eastern).  Highly  commended,  W.  Botta,  Bioomfield  (Chaa- 
pion). 

Open  to  all  England.— Prise,  £26,  J.  Biata,  Tattinptooe, 
Ipswich  (Harwich  Emperor}*  Highly  commended,  N.  Citch- 
pool.  Whitton,  Branford  (Emperor) ;  W.  Wilson  (2  ynoid); 
J.  Biatf  Young  Emperor) ;  S.  Wolton,  Woodbridge  (2  jn.  old), 
and  C.  Boby's  Conqueror.  Commended,  G.  D.  Badham  (Oreat 
Eastern). 

Two-year-old  colts.— First  prize,  £16,  J.  A.  Figgott,  B«^- 
Ingham  HaU  (New  England) ;  second,  £10,  C.  Bsnardi, 
Harlow. 

Two-year-old  colts  (open  to  all  EngUnd).— Priie,  £15,  W. 
Wilson,  Ipswich.  Highly  commended,  J.  Bists  {Joaaz  Em- 
peror), and  R.  CapoiTB  Execators.  Commended,  N.  Catdi- 
pool,  S.  Wolton,  and  J.  A.  Piggott. 

Yearling  oolto.— First  prize,  £7,  T.Taylor;  aeeo&d,  £a, 
withheld.  . 

Cart  mares,  4  years  and  upwards.— First  prise,  A  S*^^ 
Chriahall  Grange ;  second,  £6,  G.  H.  Cant  (Colchester);  J. 
Jillings  (Chesterfield  Park). 

Open  to  aU  England.— Prize,  £10,  R.  Capon,  Damipgton. 
Pramlin^ham  (Matchet).  Highly  commended,  S.  Woiton, 
Woodbndge.  .,     „ 

Three-year-old  fiUy.— Prize,  £6,  J.  P.  Bolt,  MontU 
Roothing.  .  ^ , 

Open  to  all  England.— Prize,  £10,  T.  Taylor,  Earft  Cotoe. 
Highly  commended,  S.  Wolton. 

Gekling.— Prize,  £6,  J.  F.Bott,MorreU  Roothing. 

Two-year-old  fillies.— First  prize,  £8,  T.  Taylor,  Earl  j 
Colne ;  second,  £6,  Lord  Braybrooke,  Andley  End,  and  iugUf 
commended. 

Yearling  fillies.— First  prize,  £7,  W.  Thompson,  TTiorpej 
second,  £6,  Lord  Braybrooke,  Andley  End.  ^  . .   , 

Mares  and  foals.- First  prize,  £13.  G.  H.  Cant,  Colchesto 
(Suffolk) ;  second,  £12,  Lord  Braybrooke  (9  yra.old).  W 
commended,  D.  A.  Green,  Donyland  Place  (Bonny),  wd  com- 
mended (Darby).  .«  ,»  n  ., 

Foals^Fiist  prize,  £6,  G.  H,  Can^ ;  second,  13,  P.  W- 

Plongh-horses  or  mares,  pairs.— First  prize,  £10,  B.  Mark- 
ing, Saffron  Waldon ;  W.  Livermore,  Elaenham 

Mares,  .     .      -  —  i 

and 
Bonny) 


Siares.  pairs  (open  to  aU  England).-S.  Wolton  (Diafoaj 
I  Donghty).  rfighly  commended,  %  A.  Green  (Brock  afld 
nny),  andO.  H.  Cant. 
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RIDING  AND  COACHING  HOBSES. 
Jui>6£3.»J.  Howard,  M.P.,  Bedford. 

B.  Leeds,  Castle  Acre,  Noifolk. 
H.  Thantall,  Royston. 

TlMroaelibred  stallion.— Prize,  £16,  W.  H.  Bowtell,  £1- 
senham  (liittle  Ben). 

Opeo  to  all  England.— -Prize,  £25,  Hajor  Bailow,  Haske- 
t<n  (Deerfoot). 

Thorooghbred  and  halfbred.— Prize,  £20,  Major  Barlow 
(DKrfoot). 

Hslfbred.— Prize,  £10,  P.  Butcber,  Colne  Engaine  (Toung 
Morgan  lifchtfoot). 

Turling  colt  bj  a  thoroughbred  horse  (open  to  all  £ng- 
biid.— H.  D.  Raincock  (by  Yellow  Jack). 

Huters,  light  weight. — ^Frize,  £10,  J.  Cassidy,  Harlow 
(Villsger).  Highly  commended,  B.  Sparrow,  Gosueld  Place 
(1»T  mare). 

rnrestncted  (open  to  all  EngUuid).«-Prize,  £20,  B.  Sparrow 
(bay  msre). 

Wdght-carrier.— Prize,  £10,  E.  Cnnliffe,  Ongar  (Silvertaii). 

Hsckney  mares,  not  exceeding  fifteeen  one. — ^First  prize,  £6, 
W.  Gilbey,  Stanstead  ((^nadroon) ;  second,  £4,  J.  J.  Simp- 
no,  Heybridge  (cheanat  mare). 

Hackney  gelding,  not  exceeding  fifteen  onc^-Prize,  £10,  P. 
But,  Good  Easter  (Shooting  SUr). 

Hackneys,  not  exceeding  fifteen  two  (open  to  all  England).— 
Prize,  £10.  W.  GUbey,  Stanstead  (Quadroon).  HighW  com- 
Beaded,  J.  J.  Simpson  (chesnut  mare)  ;  G.  D.  Badham 
(Mpss).  Commended,  H.  G.  £.  Green,  Colchester  (The 
Bmrer). 

Foor-Tear-old  mares  or  geldings/-»Prize,  £7,B.  Sparrow  (bay 
flur?).    Highly  commended,  G.  D.  Badham  (Baronet). 

CoitB  or  fiulies,  three  or  fonr  years  old  (open  to  all  England). — 
Priie,  £10,  J.  Cassidy  (Villager).  Highlv  commen£d,  G.  D. 
Badham  (Baronet),  B.  Sparrow  (bay  mare),  and  M.  A.  Pree- 
itooe  (brown). 

Three-years-old  mares  or  geldings. — ^Prize,  £7,  J.  Christy, 
JUL,  Roxwell  (brown  fill^).  Commended,  W.  Barker,  Ehn- 
itead  (Maria  Day),  J.  Christy  (brown  gelding),  and  A.  Smith, 
Thaxted  Lodge  (Rob  Roy). 

Tvo-year-old  maze  or  gelding. — ^Prize,  £7,  J.  Archer,  Saffron 
Valden  (%). 

Yearling  illy  by  a  thorough-bred  horse  (open  to  all  Eng- 
land).—Prize,  £?;  J.  Clayden,  littlebanr  (by  CJambuscan). 
Hi^hlv  commended,  J.  (^assidy,  Harlow  (dt  Biainstone). 

Half.bred  yearHng  (by  Mainstone).— Prize,  £6,  J.  Cassidy. 

Mares  and  foals. — First  prize,  £10,  W.  Tipner,  Rozwell 
(Luzt);  second,  £6,  P.  Portway,  Great  Sampford  (chesnut). 

Cobs.— Prize  £5,  G.  Seville,  Wenden  (bay  mare).  Com- 
Beaded,  T.  Newman  (PegKy). 

Wdght-earrTing  cobs,  aboTe  4  years,  and  under  14  hands 
ud  a-half.~Prize,  £5  5s.,  J.  B.  B.  Elliott,  Chesterford 
(byStnthmore).    Commended,  T.  Newman  (Great  Baidfield). 

Ponies,  under  thirteen  hands.— First  prize,  £4,  W.  Chorton, 
ymnoir  (Lucy  Glitters) ;  second,  £2,  J.  Archer,  Saffron  Wal- 
des  (cream). 

CATTLE. 
JuDflis.— B.  Bowl^,  Cirencester. 

J.  Ijnn,  (3roxton,  Grantham. 

M.  Saridge,  Saisden,  Churchill  Heath. 

FUBE  8HOETHORN8. 

BQll.—Flrst  prize,  £15,  J.  Upson,  RiTenhall  (Monk)  ; 
Kcond,  £10,  lieut-Col.  Brise,  Spams  Hall  (Whipper-in). 

M  of  any  age  ropen  to  all  England).— J.  Upson,  Riven- 
^  (Monk).  Highly  commended.  Kersey  Cooper,  Izworth 
(Hogarth  2nd). 

BqU,  two  years  old.— First  prize,  £13,  J.  Hntley,  Rirenhall 
(Bng  Lear) ;  second  £8,  J.  Christy  (Duke  of  Brabraham). 

Yearling  boll.— Fh^t  prize,  £10,  Lord  Braybrooke  (Heydon 
Buke) ;  second,  £7,  R.  H.  Crabb,  Baddow  Place  (Old  Sam), 
wmmended,  C.  Barnard  (Diadem). 

learlinK  ball  (open  to  aH  £ngland).-»Lord  Braybrooke 
^t).    Higly  commendM,  liady  Pigot,  Branches 


,  not  exceeding  12  months  old,  and  not  under  6  months. 
"-Knt  wiie,  £6,  J.  CJhristy,  jun.,  Rozwell  (Rosolio) :  second, 
«<^LorJ  Braybrooke  (Santo  Cruz). 

t     J  tI^  P"**»  *^*»  •'•  Christy,  Boxwell  (Polyrose) ; 
••tend,  £8,  J,  Clayden  (Brigone),    Highly  commended,  G. 


Frere,  Royal  Hull,  Dias  (ConnteasSandor) ;  J.  Upson,  Riven- 
ball  (Lilac),  and  Lord  Braybrooke  (Memento). 

Two-year-old  hei&r.— Prize,  £10,  R.  H.  Crabb,  Baddow- 
plaoe. 

Yearling  heifiBr.— First  prize,  £7,  D.  M'Litosh,  Havering, 
Romford  (roan) ;  second,  £5,  J.  ChmW,  inn.  (French  Asterl. 
Highlv  commended,  J.  R.  Chaplin,  Ridgewell  (Charlie  le 
Beaux) ;  J.  Clayden  ((Gertrude).  Ck>mmended,  C.  Barnard 
(Coronella). 

Heifer  not  exceeding  twelve  months  old,  and  not  under  six 
months.— First  prize,  £6,  D.  M*Intosh  (Cliarmer) ;  second, 
£4,  C.  Barnard  (Thomdale  Sugar  Plum).  Commended,  J. 
Christy,  jun.  (Anemone  and  Portolaoca}. 

Bull  cow  and  calf  (open  to  all  Eneland).— Prize,  £20,  G. 
Kersey  Cooper  (Hogartn  2nd.  Christabel,  and  Hogarth  Srd). 
Highly  commended,  J.  Clayden  (Captain  Knightly,  Erigone 
2nd,  and  roan  twins). 

Yearling  bull  and  pair  of  heifers.— Prize,  £20,  Lady  Pigot 

Sythis,  Maldina  2nd,  and  Dame).  Highlv  commended,  T. 
me  and  Son,  Churchill  Healh,  Northleacb  (Rolla,  Nectar, 
and  Pattern),  and  Lord  Braybrooke  (Heydon  Duke,  Grand 
Duchess  of  Oxford  2nd,  and  Keepsake). 

SBO&THOBNS  WITHOUT  PXDIORfB. 

Cow.-* First    prize,  £8,  R.  Marking,  Saffron  Walden; 
second  £6,  W.  Bott,  Broomfield. 
Heifer,  two  years  old. — ^First  prize,  £6,  J.  Upson  (The  Sort) . 
Yearling  heifer. — ^First  prize,  £5,  J.  Upson,  and  second,  £3. 

DAIKT  CA.TTLE. 

Cow  or  heifer.— First  prize,  £8,  J.  Weston  Morris  (Chig- 
wdl) ;  second,  ^6,  C.  M.  Wade,  Saffiron  Walden  (Buttercup). 
Highly  commended,  W.  Gilbey,  Stanstead  (Curfew). 

PAT  CATTLE. 

Ox  or  steer,  not  exceeding  three  years  old. — ^Prize,  £5,  J.  R. 
Chaplin,  Ridgewell  (steer). 

Cow  or  heifer.— Prize,  £6,  J.  Archer,  Saf&on  Walden. 
Omunended,  J.  Clayden  (Jessamine). 

OTHIR  FURB  BREEDS. 

Bull,— Prize,  £5,  Lord  Braybrooke  (Cheaham). 

Two-year-old  bull.— Prize,  £5,  W.  Gilbey  (Dolphin  2nd). 
Highly  commended,  J.  Clarke,  Saffron  Walden. 

Cow.— Prize,  £6,  W.  Gilbey  (Ban),  and  highly  commended 
(Victoria  and  Mus).    Commenaed,  Lord  Braybrooke. 

Two-year-old  heifer.  — Prize,  £4,  W.  Gilbey  ^ansheel. 
Highly  commended,  W.  Belcher,  Chelmsford  (Lord  Boreham). 
Commended,  J.  Clarke. 

Yearling  heifer.— Priie,  £4,  C.  Swann,  Colchester  (Suffolk}. 
Highly  commended.— J .  L.  Taylor,  Saffiron  Walden  (Aldemey). 

ALDERNET,  JERSEY,  OR  GUERNSEY. 

Judges.— J.  Game,  Watford. 

Mi^or  Wilson,  Stowlangtoft. 

Bull,  over  twelve  months  old. — ^First  prize,  £10,  J.  R. 
Yaizey,  Attwoods,  Halstead ;  second,  £5,  W.  Gilbev  (Ban- 
bury).   Commended,  Lord  Braybrooke  (four  years  old). 

()ow  over  three  years  old.— First  prize  £10,  W.  Gilbey  (Ban) ; 
second^  £6,  Lord  Braybrooke  rTorchlight). 

Heifer  under  three  years  old.— First  prize,  £10,  W.  GKlb^ 
(Banshee) ;  second,  £5,  J.  L.  Taylor.  Highly  commended, 
W.  GUbey  (Curfew). 

SHEEP. 

Judges  (and  for  pigs).— T.  Horley,  jun.,  Leamington. 
W.  Sanday,  Radcliffeon-Trent. 
J.  Turner,  Seaford,  Sussex. 

Southdown  ram.i»Flrst  prize,  £10,  and  second,  £6,  Lord 
Braybiooke. 

Ram  of  any  other  short-woolled  breed.— First  prize,  £8,  J. 
Green  (black-faced  Suffolk) ;  second,  £4,  P.  Portway  (Suffolk 
Down). 

Short-woolled  ram  (open  to  all  Enghind).— Lord  Bray- 
brooke. Highly  commended,  C.  Boby. 

Shearling  Southdown  ram.-— First  prize,  £10,  and  second, 
£5,  Loid  Braybrooke. 

Shearling  short-woolled  ram,  any  other  pure  breed.— First 
prize,  £8,  J.Green,  Shadishall  (black-fecea  Suffolk) ;  second, 
£4,  P.  Portway  (Suffolk  Down). 

Pen  of  five  pure  shearling  Down  ewes. — I^rstprize,  £6,  Lord 
Braybrooke ;  second^  £4,  S.  Jonas,  Chrishall  Grange. 

Pen  of  five  shenrhng  uiort-vooUed  ewes.-^Fint  prize,  £0, 
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Nockoldi  and  King,  Saffron  Walden ;  seooad,  £3,  W.  Thomp- 
aon,  Thoipe. 

CoUwoU,  lincolo,  or  LaioMter  ram.^Frize,  £7,  J.  Giblin, 
Little  Bardlleld. 

Oxford  or  Shropahira  ram. — ^Prise,  £7»  J.  Qiblin,  (Oxford 
Down),  and  highlj  commended  and  commended. 

Long-woollM  ram  (open  to  all  England). — ^Prize,  £10,  J.Qib- 
lin  (Cotswold). 

Snearling,  Cotawold,  linooln,  or  Leioeater.— Prise,  £8,  J. 
GiUin  (Cotawold). 

Shearling,  Oxford,  or  Shropahire  ram.— Prize,  £8,  J.  Qiblin 
(Oxford  Down). 

Pen  of  fire  anearling  long-wooUed  ewes. — Prize,  £6,  J.  Qiblin. 

Pen  of  Ave  ewes  and  uunba.— Pint  prize,  £6,  J.  GiUin. 


Highly  commended,  J.  Archer,  Saffron 

Pen  of  5  shearling  ahort-woolled  wethers.— First  prize,  £5, 
Nockolds  and  Kiuff ;  second,  £5,  Lord  Braybrooke.  H^hlf 
commended,   H.  Swordor,   HaUingboiy.     Commended,   H. 


I  of  Ave  fat  Hampshire  Down  shearling  wethers. — ^First 
prise,  £6,  Nockolds  and  King;  second,  £S,  H.  Sworder. 
Commended,  H.  Trigg. 

Pen  of  life  shearling  croasbred  or  long-wooUed  fat  wethers. — 
First  prize,  166,  J.  Spencer,  Clarering ;  second,  £8,  J.  Bolfe, 
Wenden,  Saflhm  Walden. 

HGS. 

Boar,  larg^  breed.— Prize,  £5,  C.  Storgeon,  South  Ocken- 
don  (Berkshire). 

Boar,  large  breed  (open  to  all  England).— Prize,  £10,  Duck- 
ering  and  Son,  Nortnorpe,  Lincoln  (ColtiTator  6th). 


Boar,  Urge  breed,  not  exceeding  li  raonihs  old.— Priie,  £5, 
Lord  Braybrooke  (Berkshire). 

Boar,  small  breed.— Prize,  £5,  Q.  D.  Badham,  Bolms 
(YonngWhersted). 

Boar,  small  breed  (open  to  all  England).— Dackeriag  tad 
Son  (The  Hermit}. 

Sow  in  pig. — ^fuit  prize,  £5,  Lord  Braybrooke  (Improfed 
Essex) ;  second,  £8,  Q.  Grim,  Eomford  (Queen  Ses). 
Highly  commended.  Lord  BraTbrooke. 

Sow,  large  breed  (open  to  sll  England).^Prize,  £5,  Dacker* 
ing  and  Son  (Prinoeas  Boyal). 

Sow,  amall  Dreed  (open  to  all  England^. — ^Prize, £5,Backer- 
ing  and  Son  (Lily).    Highly  commenoed  Lord  Braybrooke 

Sow,  with  pigs ;  pigs  not  to  exceed  12  weeks  old.— First 
prize,  £6,  G.  D.  Badham  (Jane);  second,  £8,  D.  B.  EmioB, 
Wimbish  (Improved  Essex). 

Pen  of  8  sow  pigs,  of  the  same  litter,  nnder  9  monthi  old.— 
First  prize,  £6,  Lord  Braybrooke ;  second,  £8,  G.  Griggi, 
fiomford  (The  Three  Slnts). 

Yxn&iziART  iNsracTOK.— Pirofessor  Simonds. 
IMPLEMENTS. 
JUDQis.- W.  Lnpey,  Branfield. 

F.  Whiteloch,  Yeldham. 

Collection  of  implements,  being  the  bottd  ide  pnmertr  of 
the  exhibitor.— The  prize  of  £9,  Ward  and  Silver,  Melford, 
Suffolk. 

Collection  of  implementa,  mannCsetored  in  Essex,  the  ohi- 
bitor  being  the  mannfactnrer.— The  prize  of  £8,  Dav^,  fu- 
man,  and  Davey,  Colohester. 


HANTS   AND    BEEKS    AGEIOULTURAL    SOCIETY. 
MEETING    AT   BASINGSTOKE. 


The  show  of  cattle  was  a  great  impioyement  upon 
former  ezhibitiona,  not  only  aa  regarda  nombera,  but  like- 
wise in  quality.  The  sheep  atock  was  very  good,  parti- 
colarly  in  the  Hampshire  Diown  classes.  The  Down  rama 
in  the  aged  daaa  were  fair,  but  no  better  than  we  have 
often  aeen  them.  The  ewe  t^  were  worthy  of  especial 
notice.  The  ewea  altogether  may,  however,  be  considered 
the  beat  of  the  ahow,  bat  the  ram  lambs  exhibited  were  in 
fine  condition  aa  taken  from  the  flock,  and  were  certainly 
very  meritorious,  and  indicated  the  excellence  of  the  flock, 
from  which  thej  were  drafted.  In  the  classes  where  dif- 
ferent breeds  competed  there  were  some  very  good  speci- 
mens of  the  mixed  breeds,  and  we  especially  noticed  the 
ewe  t^  of  a  long  wool  breed  exhibited  by  Mr.  Atkins, 
as  bebg  of  great  aize  and  weight  for  age,  and  also  the 
Shropahires. 

The  Shorthorn  daases  were  creditably  contested  for  a 
local  show.  The  aged  bull  dass  was  wdl  filled ;  and  it 
is  worthy  of  note  that  the  second-prize  animal,  although 
entered  in  the  wrong  class,  yet  took  the  second  prize,  his 
own  sire  taking  the  first.  The  Aldemey  cows  were  not 
very  commendable.  The  show  of  horses  was  good.  The 
pigs  IK  ere  fiurly  represented,  bat  there  was  nothing 
worthy  of  special  comment.  The  entries  of  poul- 
try, pigeons,  and  rabbits  were  numerous,  and  the 
poultry  was  of  a  superior  daas.  The  show  of  agricol- 
tund  implementa  was   on  a   larger   scale  than  usual. 

PRIZE     LIST. 
CA&T  HOBSES. 
JxTDois. — J.  B.  Spearing,  Beading. 

W.  C.  Spooner,  Eling,  Southampton. 
J.  Whiti,  Odiham. 
Stallions.— First  prize,  £5,  R.  Grinham,  Shalden.  Alton ; 
second  of  £2  10s.,  T.  W.  Habin,  Chichester,  Sossez. 


Two-year-old  stallions.- Firstprize,  £3,  R.  Grinham ;  seooad 
of  £1 10s.,  W.  Goring,  Hook,  Winchfield. 

Mare  and  foal.— Pirst  prize,  £6,  J.  H.  Morgan,  Besisg; 
second  of  £2  10s.,  Lord  Asnbarton. 

Cart  mares.— Fir&t  prize,  £5,  J.  Atkins,  Bishopttoke; 
second  of  £2  IOb.,  A.  Budd,  Overton. 

Three-year-old  filly.— First  prize,  £3,  J.  Stobbt,  Wot 
Tisted,  Ahresford;  second  of  £1  lOs.,  E.  Cobden,  FreitOB, 
Candover. 

Two-year-old  fiUy.— First  prize,  £2  W.  FoUett,  Panber ; 
second  of  £1,  E.  Cobden. 

HUNTEBS.  . 

JuDOia.— The  Earl  of  Fortsmonth. 

W.  H.  Deacon,  Roplqr»  Alresford. 
Sir  Panl  Unnter,  Beech  Hill,  Reading. 
Mare  or  selding  fonr  years  old  and  upwards  (jiunpi 
the  point  of  merit).— First  piizo,  £5  5s,  R.P.Rt«gf^ 
Preston,  Candover ;  second  of  £3,  A,  Booth,  Sydmonton. 

CATTLE. 
Judges.-^.  B.  Soearing. 
W.  C.  Spooner. 
James  White. 
Shorthorn  bull.- First  prize,  £6,  John  Atkins,  Bishopetoke; 
second  of  £2,  Bichard  Soffe,  Ham  Farm,  Winton. 

Boll  of  any  other  breed.— First  jpriie,  £3,  Geo.  DeUer, 
Gri^well ;  second  of  £2,  John  Tnrvill,  Hartley,  Altoo. 

Two-vear-old  bull  of  any  breed.— First  prise,  £3,  H.  Arm- 
strong, M.D.,  Peckham-honse,  Peckham ;  second  of  II  l^t 
H.  E.  Baynbird,  Basing.  . 

Yearling  ibnll.— First  prize,  £3,  Wm.  H.  Dmin,Stinto- 
house,  Hnngerford ;  second  of  £1 10s.,  John  Atkias,  Biibop* 
stoke. 

Cow  in  milk  of  any  breed.— First  prize,  £6.  J.  Aawf 
Mumford.  ChUton  Park  Farm,  Thame;  second  of  «»1*. 
J.  Torvill ;  third  of  £1,  J.  Aubrey  Mnniicird. 
Heifer  above  two  years  old  and  under  three  fev*  m* 
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■ow.— Pint  prise,  £S,  H.  Humfrej; 
thiid  of  £1,  the  Marqaiii  of  Ailes- 


Kni  prise,  £d,  John  Atidni ;  second  of  £1,  H.  E.  Baynbird, 
Bttiikff. 

Holer  nnder  two  jears  old.— First  prise,  £S,  W.  Nichol- 
ns,  M.P^  BMing  Park,  Alton ;  second  of  £1,  H.  £.  Rayn- 
ittrd. 

Gov  of  thf  Channel  Islands  bieed.<*Fri£e  of  £8,  Edward 
Cirtii^  DuuDer. 

FIGS. 
Jn])0S8.»J.  B.  &)earing. 
W.  C.  Spooner. 
J.White. 
Bcrbhiie  boar. — ^First  prize,  £8,  H.  Hamfrey,  Kingston 
Fan,  ShrivenhaB ;   second   of  £2^  J.  H.  Clark,  Altwood 
Fim,  Msidfahwid :  third  of  £1,  the  Marquis  of  Ailesbnry 
SiTRiiska. 
Bcriohire 
M0sdaf£3,J.H. 

Sosr  of  any  other  brsed.— First  prise,  £3,  W.  H.  Dunn, 
SUndea  Hoose,  Hungerfbrd ;  second  of  £2,  W.  A.  Box, 
fiiiiagstoke. 

Sow  of  any  other  breed. — First  prize,  £3,  J.  Wheeler,  Long 
CoopfoB ;  second  of  £8,  R.  Soire,mms  F^rm,  Winchester. 

Bosr  of  any  breed  ondet  sis  months  old. — ^First  prize,  £8, 
E  Umtnj }  second  of  £1,  J.  H.  Clark. 

Sow  of  any  breed  nnder  six  months  old.— First  prize,  £8, 
H.Hnminy ;  second  ftf  £1,  J.  H.  Clark. 

Bosr  of  any  small  hreed  nnder  nine  months  old. — ^Prize, 
C3,  J.  Wheeler,  Long  Compton. 

HAMFSHIfiE  OB.  WIST  COUNTRY  DOWN  SHEEP. 

JuDGia. — H.  Bone,  Aron,Bingwood. 

H.  Fooks,  Ahhej  Newton,  BUndford. 
Edmnnd  Olding,  Woodford  Cottage,  Salisbury. 

Eve  tecs  not  having  been  separated  from  the  flock. — First 
prae,  £10,  Jame  Crimble,  Overton ;  second  of  £6,  W,  K  Fitt, 
liOktaa,  Winebester. 

£«e  ten  witfaont  restriction  as  to  separatioi).— Firtt  prize, 
tL  Jdhn  Barton,  inn.,  Hackwood  Farm :  lecond  of  £8,  John 
hiiiier,Cliddesden. 


Ewes  of  any  age.— First  prize,  £6  Ss.,  John  Palmer,  Clid- 
desden ;  second  of  £2  lOs.,  F.S.  Schwann,  North  Honghton, 
Stookbridge. 

Rams  of  any  agn. — ^First  prize,  £5,  James  Rawlence,  Boll- 
bridge,  Wilts ;  second  of  £2 10s.,  Stephen  King,  Bockhampton, 
Lambome. 

Shearlinff  rams.— First  prize,  £10,  A.  Morrison,  Fonthill 
Honse,  Tisbnry ;  second  of  £5,  Stephen  King,  Bockhampton ; 
third,  £8,  S.  jSsng, 

Ram  hunbs.— first  prize,  £6, 0.  Edney,  The  Manor,  Whit- 
ehnreh ;  second  of  £8,  Thomas  Moore,  Y  iables  Farm,  Basing- 
stoke. 

Hampshire  Down  ram  lamb.— First  prize,  £10,  A.  Morn* 
son ;  second  of  £i,  A.  Bndd,  Overton. 

Biams  of  any  age,  not  having  been  housed  sfaice  the  1st  dav 
of  October  last.— First  prize  of  £5  Bs^ames  Rawlence,  Bull- 
bridge  ;  second  of  £2  2s.,  W.  Lnnn,  Whitchurch. 

Ewe  lambs.— First  prize,  £8,  F.  S.Schwann,  North  Hongh- 
ton, Stockbridge ;  second  of  £2,  John  Palmer,  Cliddesden. 

SHEEP  OF  ANT  OTHER  BREED. 

Rams  of  any  age.— First  prize,  £5,  Earl  of  Portsmouth ; 
second  of  £2  10s.,  John  Wheeler,  Long  Compton,  Shipston- 
ou-Stour. 

Shearling  lambs.— First  prize,  £6.  Earl  of  Portsmouth ; 
second  of  £2  10s.,  A.  F.  M.  Druce,  Bnrghfield,  Reading. 

Ram  lambs.— First  prize,  £2,  Charles  Barton,  Sherborne 
St  John ;  second  of  £i,  Mrs.  Ciift,  Sherborne  St.  John. 

Ewe  lambs.— First  prize,  £2,  John  Atkins,  Barton  Peveril, 
Bishopstoke ;  second  of  £1,  Mrs.  Clift. 

Ewes  of  any  age.— First  prize,  £2,  and  second  of  £1,  John 
Atkins. 

Ewe  tegs.- Prise,  £2,  Henry  Wood,  Pneknell  Farm, 
Romsey. 

SHROPSHIRE  DOWN  SHEEP. 
Ram  of  any  age.— Prize,  £6,  H.  Wood. 

EXTRA  STOCK. 

One  ewe  and  twin  lambs.— Pri^e^  £1,  J.  Moore,  littlecott, 
Pewsey, 


THE    UTILIZATION    OF    BOG    LAND    IN    IBELAND. 


it  the  monthly  nmting  of  the  Council  of  the  Royal  Am- 
nltsfil  Society  of  Ireland  in  Dublin  on  Thursday,  the  Hon. 
CmaLis  Fbsmch,  the  chairman,  read  the  foUowing  letter : 
London,  12,  De  Beauvoir.square,  N.,  Jane  15, 1870. 

Deer  Sir,— I  have  recently  visited  IreUnd  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  information  as  to  the  practicability  of  reclaiming 
tke  \np  of  Ireland,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Samuel  Morley,  M.P. 
fiv  BnsCot,  in  an  amendment  he  intended  to  move  to  the  Land 
Bill  Daring  mv  sojourn  I  had  the  pleasure  of  spending  a  few 
^hpsttheOtftle  at  GeashiU  with  Mr.  Trench,  one  of  the 
noibers  of  your  Socie^r*  Mr.  Trench,  without  being  opposed 
totbe  Tfriamation  of  the  bogs,  is  one  of  those  who  think  that 
■aeb  of  good  wcynld  be  the  result  if  the  peat  of  the  bogs  could 
H  cheaply  converted  into  portable  fhel,  both  for  domestic  use 
>Bd  fisr  exportation.  He  snnested,  therefore,  that  it  might 
Kvitt  if  a  prisa  were  offsred  through  the  Roral  Agiienltiual 
Society  of  Irelaiid  for  the  best  essay  or  invention  for  utilizing 
is  the  most  eeononucal  way  the  waste  ftiel  of  the  bogs,  with 
otber  prizes  for  the  second  and  third  best.  I  have  submitted  this 
pnpontion  to  Mr.  Moriey,  and  I  am  authorized  by  that  gentle- 
■sa  to  say  that  he  will  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  sum  of 
^100  far  that  purpose,  provided  the  Royal  Agncnltursl  So- 
«ty  will  present  another  iglOO,  so  that  £100  may  be  given 
ferthebest,£76  for  the  second  best,  and  £26  for  the  third 
»  lu  order  to  make  the  priies  more  worthy  of  the  atten- 
tWB  of  the  best  sien  of  science,  and  in  order  to  bring  all  the 
■ore  bononr  and  inflnenoe  to  bear  upon  the  sulqect,  I  would 
nspectfolly  suggest  thai  the  Rcyal  Agricultural  Society  should 
PvcKot  £100,  sod  that  the  Royal  Dublin  Society  should  be 
Mked  to  preseat  another  £100.  In  such  case  the  first  prize 
■ight  be  £lfiO,  the  second  £100,  and  the  third  £60.  I 
'baUwntetoDr.Steel  by  this  post  to  the  like  efpct,  and  I 


shall  be  very  happy  to  learn  that  the  proposition  meets  with 
the  cordial  approbation  of  your  Society. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  dear  sir,  your  foithful  servant, 

H.  Brooxsb. 
The  Secretary,  Royal  Agricultural  Society  of  Ireland. 

The  Chairman  said  that  Mr.  Brookes  had  called  upon  him, 
and  he  (the  chairman)  had  explained  to  him  that  the  only  way 
of  reclaiming  the  bog  knd  was  to  cut  it  awa^.  The  ground 
he  (Mr.  Brookes)  went  upon  was,  that  a  machine  could  oe  got 
for  utilising  the  peat. 

Sir  Allan  Walsh  said  there  had  been  numerous  companies 
established  in  Ireland  for  the  purpose  of  utilising  peat,  and 
they  had  all  foiled. 

The  Chairman  said  that  he  saw  by  a  scientiftc  paper  that 
a  machine  had  been  invented  in  America  that  had  been  found 
most  successfol  in  utilising  the  bog  land.  It  was  a  moreabla 
Archimedian  screw,  which  pressed  the  bog  tocher  and  formed 
it  into  cakes.  If  they  succeeded  in  America  it  might  be  worth 
trial  here ;  but  he  thought  they  had  no  funds  to  spare  for  the 
purchase  of  a  machine  of  this  kind.  As  to  pressing  the  water 
out  of  the  turf  without  pressing  the  flbre  out  also,  he  thought 
that  could  not  be  done. 

Mr.  DoNNiLLT  thought  it  a  pity  that  such  an  offbr  could 
not  be  availed  of.  Bib  would  be  glad  to  subscribe  £1  himself, 
and  he  was  the  more  easily  induced  to  do  so  by  the  chairman's 
statement  of  the  success  of  the  machine  in  America.  They 
should  communicate  with  the  Royal  Dublin  Society  before  re- 
jecting this  oifer.  They  had  not  fonds  to  devote  to  this  pur- 
pose, but  he  thought  that  perhaps  the  members  would  sub- 
scribe at  least  £60  for  the  purpose.  He  wss  sure  that  fifty 
members  would  subscribe. 
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The  Chaiuon  said  he  did  not  heliere  in  the  iiuoeM  of  the 
Amerioan  machine. 

Mr.  DoNNXLLT :  Oh,  that  gives  the  thing  a  very  different 
aneot. 

Mr.  Waox  :  Witli  regard  to  the  Royal  Dublin  Society,  I 
ma^  say  that  a  similar  letter  was  brought  before  the  connou  at 
thmr  last  meeting,  and  the  nnanimons  opinion  wu  that  they 
had  not  £100  to  give,  and  thnt  if  they  had,  they  woold  not 
give  it.  The  fact  ii,  there  is  very  little,  or  no  difficolty  in 
making  a  most  valoable  fuel  ont  of  the  turf.  Machines  have 
been  over  and  over  again  invented,  which  act  perfectly,  and 
produce  the  most  beautifol  fael  out  of  turf,  but  it  costs  too 
mnch.  If  anybody  has  a  machine,  or  could  invent  a  machine 
on  a  plan  that  will  do  the  work  eeonomicallv  and  cheaply,  he 
will  surely  not  publish  it  to  the  world  lor  any  nrioe  you 
eould  pay  nim.  The  valoe  of  such  a  machine  would  be  very 
great. 

The  Ch^irjuit  said  the  machine  he  had  alluded  to  had 
been  mentioned  in  the  Sdentific  JwuricoH,  but  he  did  not 
believe  in  its  success.  In  getting  rid  of  the  water  by  pressure, 
the  ilbre  wonld  be  destroyed,    Qe  did  not  see  any  way  in  the 


world  that  thai  diflealty  oonld  U  dealt  with. 

three-fourths  of  the  whole  matter  was  water,  it  was  imponiUe 
I  to  get  rid  of  it*,  ezoept  by  atmospheric  drying.  Thif  could 
'  not  get  rid  of  it  b^  pressure  without  j^ressing  out  the  Ibn. 

Mr.  Owiir  said  it  was  a  great  pity  to  tee  to  mneh  fsd 
i  unntiliied.  He  had  seen  coke  aent  to  the  eonnby  when  tsrf 
'  might  have  been  had  onl^jr  for  the  rain. 

Sir  Allan  Walsh  laid  he  U»ed  in  a  veir  dry  ptit  of  Iic- 
,  land,  and  he  looked  apon  the  presence  of  then  bogi  u  rery 
,  usefol. 
I     The  Chairmak  said  then  are  two  millions  three  hondred 

thousand  acres  of  bog  in  Ireland.  In  this  country  the  fad 
!  was  over  ground,  whilst  the  English  had  to  dig  (br  it.   He  did 

not  think  they  should  be  in  too  much  of  a  hnny  to  get  rid  of 

their  bogs.    What  answer  was  it  their  i^easure  to  give  to  thii 

letter  P 
Sir  Allah  Walsq  said  he  thought  there  was  only  one 

answer.    There  were  no  funds  to  be  devoted  to  thii  objeet. 
The  Chairmak  requested  Captain  Thomhill  to  state  in  reply 

that  the  Council  did  not  think  it  expedient  to  tike  any  setioa 

in  the  matter. 


THB    TBEATMENT    OF    LIQUID     SEWAGE. 


At  fifteen  of  the  places  which  are  sewered  wholly  or  par- 
tially, the  liquid  sewage  is  subjected  to  treatment  either  by 
Allowing  it  to  remain  for  a  time  in  settling-tanks,  from  which 
the  deposit  ii  occasionally  removed,  as  at  Borton-on-Trent, 
Biimingham,  Epsom,  Fareham,  and  Andover,  or  by  filtering, 
asatUxbridge  and  £aling.  In  eight  instances  deodorizing 
materials  are  added  to  the  sewage.  Lime  and  carbolic  acid 
are  used  at  Carlisle  and  Harrow,  lime  alone  is  used  at  Leices- 
ter, lime  and  chloride  of  lime  at  Luton,  perohloride  of  iron  at 
Cheltenham,  perohloride  of  iron  and  lime  at  Northampton, 
ferruginous  cUy  treated  with  sulphuric  add  at  Stroud,  and  at 
Leamington  the  lime  treatment  has  lately  been  superseded  by 
the  method  proposed  by  Messrs.  Sillar  and  Wigner.  By  this 
treatment  the  sewage  is  cUrified,  and  a  deposit  is  separated 
which  is  sold  as  manure.  In  regard  to  the  effects  thus  pro- 
duced, it  is  stated  that  at  Leicester  the  sewage  runs  off  as  pure 
as  ordinary  rain*water ;  at  Ealing  it  is  said  to  be  free  from 
smell,  colourless,  and  harmless  to  vegetable  or  animal  life ;  at 
Stroud  and  Luton  the  eflbct  is  stated  to  be  satisfsctory.  At 
Harrow  the  nuisance  is  said  to  be  somewhat  mitigated,  and  at 
Abergavenny  the  stench  is  said  to  be  abated  by  the  treatment 
of  the  sewage.  At  Bury  St.  Edmunds  upward  fUtration  through 
oharooal  and  gypsum  has  been  abandoned  as  too  costly  and  in 
ikvour  of  irrigation.  At  Banbury  treatment  of  the  sewage  has 
failed,  and  irrigation  is  now  resorted  to ;  at  Hereford,  where  it 
was  proposed  to  be  adopted  in  the  Parliamentary  pUns,  it  has 
not  been  tried,  on  the  score  of  expense ;  at  Tonbridge  it  is 
about  to  be  tried ;  and  at  Hastings  and  Cambridge  experiments 
are  being  made.  The  cost  of  treatment  amounts  to  £1,200 
a-year  at  Leicester  for  a  poonlation  of  89,000  discharging  into 
the  sewers.  At  Ealing,  with  a  population  of  7,600,  the  annual 
cost  is  £300,  and  the  cost  of  the  plant  for  the  purpose  wu 
£3,000.  At  Luton,  with  a  population  of  18,000,  the  annual 
eost  is  £500 ;  at  Cheltenham,  with  a  population  of  86,000,  it 
is  £350 ;  at  tJxbridge,  with  7,000  population,  it  is  £800 ;  and 
1^  Alton,  with  3,300  population,  it  is  £46.  The  solid  deposit 
obtained  by  treating  liquid  sewnge  is  sold  at  prices  varying 
from  6d.  to  2s.  6d.  per  ton.  At  Leicester  as  much  as  6.000 
tons  IS  produced.  At  Luton  the  deposit  is  mixed  with  night 
poU.  at  Banbury  with  street-sweeprngs.  and  at  Stroud  5  is 
made  the  basis  of  a  manure  that  is  said  to  be  sold  at  £7  10s. 
per  ton. 

AiyucATios  oy  Liqrn)  Sxwam  ?or  Irrigation.— In 
only  15  places  out  of  the  96  where  the  water-carriage  system 
pf  removmif  escietal  refuse  is  adopted,  either  lenerafl^  or  par- 


tially,  is  the  sewage  applied  for  inigating  land.  Of  ths« 
places,  8  are  eomjidetelv  sewered ;  in  11  of  fiiem  wster-ckwU 
are  general,  and  in  2  tiiey  are  partial.  The  remaining  7  tovu 
are  only  partially  sewered,  and  in  8  of  these  towns  vster- 
closets  are  general,  while  priries  are  general  in  the  otber  4 
towns.  The  areas  of  land  to  which  the  sewage  of  these  plica 
ia  applied  are  shown  by  the  following  Table :— 


Privies 
general. 


Water-oloaets  general. 

Oompletoly 
eewered. 


PnrlinUy 
aewerea. 

irrrififr 
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Th0  lilkviiig  towBt  ara  ftboat  to  tpply  th«ir  sewige  for 
inigitian,  or  itif  Qonftflmplate  doing  bo  :— 


2  i»   .^   ?   g   -S   J8   JS    •,   JS 
§§§§§§§§§§ 


FTf 


At  Tonbndgo  it  is  stftted  timt  tho  appUoation  of  the  aewage 
w  iRi^QsIuut  wonld  be  almort  impowible,  and  tiie  load 
utbonUet  beliere  all  triali  that  hare  been  made  to  apply 
Kv>ge  in  this  waj  are  failuree,  and  a  source  of  dissatisfaction 
on  accoont  of  nnisance  and  expense.  Lincoln  is  also  said  not 
to  admit  of  this  application  of  sewage.  At  Cambridge  the 
tobjcet  is  nnder  consideration.  Comparing  the  extent  of  land 
imgated  and  the  popnUtion  dischargmg  into  the  sewers  at  the 
Pncei  shore  named,  it  appean  that  in  the  case  of  Binning- 
m  there  is  onlj  '4  of  an  acre  per  1000  of  population ;  at 
C^Bbargh  there  is  17  acn  per  1000;  at  Carlisle,  Bedford, 
tsdCboriey  there  is  ficomS  to  3-5  acres;  at  Harrow,  Beigate, 
m  Chebnsford  there  is  from  6  to  6  6  acres ;  at  Epsom, 
««)>y,  and  Mal?em  from  7*6  to  10  acres;  at  Tunbridge 
Wellt,  Banbury,  sind  Norwich,  from  10  to  12  acres  per  1000. 
TJere  does  not  appear  to  he  any  provision  in  most  eases  for 
additional  land  for  irrigation  except  at  Carlisle  and  Norwich. 
At  Chelmsford  there  is  some,  but  it  is  too  high  tofie  reached ; 
uustToabridge  Wells  the  purchase  of  additional  Und  is  con- 
^^»^'  At  Carlisle,  Beigate,  £|>som,  luTemess^  and  Ten- 
lerden,  the  land  selected  for  irrigation  is  situated  within  the 
fflitnct  noder  control  of  the  local  sewer  authorities,  at  a  dis- 
Usee  of  from  one-ftlth  of  a  mile  to  half  a  mile  from  the  centre 
t  5*  ^^^»  *nd  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  outskirts. 
At  Edinburgh,  Bedford,  Bugby.  Chelmsford,  Harrow,  Skipton, 
^orwicb,  Perth,  and  Bury  St  Edmonds,  it  is  outside  the  dis- 
jnct,  at  a  distance  of  from  half  a  mile  (Perth)  to  8  miles 
(Norwich)  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  from  half  t  mile 
^uy  St.  Edmunds,  Harrow,  Chelmsford,  Bedford)  to  li  mile 
^orwieh)  beyond  the  outskirts;  at  Birmingham,  Choriey, 
^tiee,  Banbury,  and  Malvern,  the  land  is  partly  within 
uw  jartly  outside  the  district  under  the  sewer  authorities. 
2»e  oiitsnce  of  the  irrigated  knd  from  the  lowest  sewer-outlet 
« the  town  varies  from  100  yards  to  upwards  of  a  mile.  In 
•orae  cases  land  has  been  purchased,  as  at  Harrow,  Beigate, 
Jo^Tnnbridge  WeHs  j  hut  in  most  cases  it  has  been  leased. 
^^BJ^ines  it  is  ooeamed  by  the  sewer  authorities,  sometimes 
« to  k  famat,  as  shown  in  the  accompanying  Table,  which 
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At  most  places  the  application  of  the  sewage  to  land  has 
been  found  to  exercise  a  most  beneficial  influence  on  the  con- 
dition of  tile  streams  and  rivers  receiving  the  drainage  of  the 
district.  At  Epsom  there  was  some  damage  done  to  the  Hog^s 
Mill  Biver,  but  no  complaint  is  now  made.  Even  where  only 
the  solid  portion  of  the  sewage  is  separated  by  filtration  or  pre- 
cipitation, the  state  of  rivers  receiving  the  discharge  is  to  some 
extent  improved.  At  Northampton  an  application  for  an  in- 
junction has  been  made  by  a  miller  resident  on  the  stream. 
Generally  sj^king  no  objections  appear  to  have  been  made  to 
the  apphcation  of  sewaee  for  irrigation  :  and, where  such  ob- 
jections have  been  urged,  on  the  ground  that  the  application 
was  offensive  and  injurious,  they  do  not  appear  to  nave  been 
supported  by  medical  authority,  and  in  several  instances  they 
have  ceased.  As  regards  the  sanitary  condition  of  these  dis- 
tricts, it  appears  that  in  most  cases  the  application  of  sewage 
for  irrigation  hu  not  been  attended  with  any  apparent  change ; 
bnttiiere  is  said  to  be  a  marked  improvement  at  Braintree. — 
Firom  ike  Firft  Report  of  the  BriH^h  Auogiation  Sf^age  Qom- 
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THE    SUFFOLK    AGRICULTURAL    ASSOCIATION. 
MEETING    AT    SUDBURY. 


With  a  "  welcome  to  the  ancient  and  byal  town  of 
Sudbury,"  the  asaociatea  made  it  the  fixture  for  their 
fortieth  annual  meeting,  which  we  are  glad  to  proclaim 
a  succen.  That  the  Society  through  mere  lethargy  had 
a  tendency  to  recede  instead  of  advance  there  is  no 
denying,  as  it  was  no  lack  of  liberality  on  the  part  of  the 
county ;  for  no  sooner  did  some  of  the  committee,  like 
the  Buffs  and  Blues  of  the  ancient  and  loyal  borough  of 
Eatanswill,  display  a  little  devotion  to  the  cause,  and 
become  "  energetic"  in  a  canvas  for  prize  money,  than 
their  call  was  freely  responded,  to  and  the  premiums 
doubled.  The  show-field  was  close  to  the  town,  and  the 
arrangements  good,  with  the  animals  nicely  protected 
from  the  heat ;  an^in  this  respect  they  had  decidedly  the 
best  of  the  lookers-on,  as  the  sun  made  one  "  the  colour 
of  the  nutmeg  and  as  hot  as  ginger."  Then  the  prizes  in 
the  shedding  were  duly  posted,  so  that  those  who  could 
may  read ;  in  fact,  it  only  wanted  some  poor  fellow  in 
the  horse-ring  with  eighteen-pence  a-day  and  his  board  to 
hoist  the  numbers  of  the  winners  on  to  make  the  thing 
perfect ;  for  it  is  not  everybody  that  has  an  eye  far  colour, 
more  especially  if  the  rosette  happens  to  be  on  the  o[^- 
site  side  of  the  horse's  head.  In  adjoining  rings  on  the 
level  and  of  fair  dimensions  were  Sir  Thomas  Lennard  and 
Messrs.  Wake  and  Blake,  three  very  fair  performers  across 
country,  and  chosen  to  preside  over  the  merits  of  the 
riding  and  coach  horses ;  while  Messrs.  Clayden,  Sewell, 
and  Qiles,  considered  to  have  an  eve  to  the  form  of  a 
team,  gave  verdicts  in  the  agricultural  classes.  The 
strongest  part  of  a  Suffolk  show  is  its  Punches — ^the 
famed  "sorrel"  cart  horse;  "for  in  my  younger  days," 
said  an  ancient  agriculturist,  "we  never  call^  them 
chesnuts;"  and  again,  "but  we  had  not  such  grand 
horses  as  these."  Grand  as  they  are  and  free  in  their 
movements,  for  thankful  are  we  that  the  prejudicial 
stickers  to  old  fiashions  and  forms,  who  always  think  as 
their  fathers  thought,  are  so  far  vanquished  that  we 
seldom  see  in  a  showyard  one  of  the  drooping-headed 
tumble-down  dead-puller  sort,  with  his  leapula  or  bbide- 
bone  pointed  for  the  ear— or  in  the  words  of  the  anti- 
quated, "all  his  weight  by  nature  thrown  into  the  collar." 
But  the  improved  Punches  have  their  fiiults ;  in  iact,  the 
Suffolk  breeders,  like  bad  bakers,  have  paid  more  attention 
to  the  tops  than  they  have  to  the  bottoms.  Their  horses 
are  overtopped,  small  and  tied  at  the  knee,  and  many 
with  feet  adapted  for  anything  but  supporting  their  weight. 
A  Suffolk  not  faulty  in  the  fordegs  is  a  rare  exception, 
from  which  even  the  grand  Matchett  is  not  free.  But, 
with  all  their  faults,  we  love  Uiem  still;  and  as 
these  deficiencies  run  more  in  some  strains  than 
others,  we  think,  with  judgment  and  careful  crossings, 
these  eyesores  to  a  lover  of  form  may  to  a  certain  extent 
at  least  be  corrected.  But  here  is  the  lengthy,  double- 
backed,  flat-sided,  free-moring  Harwich  Emperor,  just 
awarded  the  £20  in  the  class  of  eight,  including  Mr. 
Badhan's  useful,  good-limbed  Great  Eastern,  and  his 
Hercules,  the  weU-made  Monarch  of  Mr.  Wolton's,  and 
Mr.  Boby's  good-looking  Royal  Prince  by  his  Conqueror. 
Conqueror  we  call  to  mind  as  a  deformity  at  Framling- 
ham  in  '68,  when  with  Harwich  Emperor  he  had  to  suc- 
cumb to  Cupbearer,  a  compact  really  good-made  one  of 
the  late  Mr.  Crisp's,  now  in  the  stable  of  Messrs.  Gar- 
rett, who  gave  a  twenty-guinea  prize  here  for  the   best 


foal  by  him,  the  best  turning  up  in  one  bred  by  Crisp's 
executors,  as  this  also  proved  to  be  the  best  foal  in 
the  open  class.  In  a  good  lot  of  msrei  the 
dam  of  the  Cupbearer  foal,  a  low  mare  of  cha- 
racter, pUyed  second  to  Mr.  Wolton's  Moggy, 
the  winner  of  many  prizes,  her  fine  form  bang  made 
more  conspicaous  among  the  reds  by  her  dark  chesant 
coat.  Mr.  Grout,  the  well  known  dealer  and  exhihitor 
from  Woodbridge,  in  a  good  class  of  yearling  entire 
colts,  was  to  the  fore  with  a  Hamich  Emperor,  while 
Young  Emperor,  by  Harwich  Emperor,  was  prononnced 
the  best  two-year-old  entire  colt,  and  eventnally 
awarded  the  cup  as  the  best  stallion  in  any  class,  is 
not  only  better  than  the  flat-sided  <M  genUeman,  hut 
better  than  Mr.  Wilson's  rich-coloured,  fine-grown  cdt, 
by  Monarch,  and  the  prize  two-year-old  of  Saffon  Walden 
and  Harleston.  There  were  numy  who  difiGered  with 
this  verdict,  but  it  is  one  in  which  we  entirely  ooineide, 
as  the  colt  is  a  deep,  compact,  well-built,  good-limhed, 
active-looking  horse,  though  a  little  stronger  shonlder 
might  improve  him.  There  were  only  two  three-year- 
old  entire  colta  put  in  for  the  two  prizes,  the  first  being  a 
big  one  and  no  mover,  while  the  second  had  length 
and  quality  on  a  abort  1^,  and  another  of  the  con- 
demned flat-sided  Emperor's  progeny.  In  a  capital  class 
of  "  gast"  mares,  a  word  we  should  have  thought  as  ob- 
aolete  aaaorrel,  the  grand  Matchett  takes  her  usnsl  place, 
admired  by  all  Suffolk ;  so  plump  and  Punch-like  is  she 
all  over,  so  even  and  so  true  from  any  point  of  riew,  that 
an  owner  of  a  stud  of  racing  pigs  and  a  reverend  jndge 
look  on  her  with  delight,  while  another  of  the  porcine 
tribe  evidently  contemplates  her  with  an  eye  to  a  modd. 
There  were  a  few  nice  three  -  year  -  old  fillies,  Mr. 
Wolton  pkying  first  with  one  called  Smart,  and  Colonel 
Tomline  with  another  of  the  same  name.  After  this  we 
should  suggest  that  they  be  christened  in  the  prevalent 
bull  fashion.  Smart  the  First  and  Smart  the  Second.  The 
Capon  executors  two-year-old  filly,  who  was  second  at 
Harleston  to  a  fine  filly  of  Mr.  Wolton's,  with  hocks  so 
near  together  as  not  to  part  with  sixpence,  was  here,  with 
the  turn  of  the  tide  in  her  &vonr,  first,  while  the  cow- 
hocked  one  was  not  even  placed ;  so  much  for  a  land  of 
liberty  and  the  freedom  of  opinion.  A  high-crested 
yearling  filly,  and  a  winner  at  Saffron  Walden,  waa,  with 
aeven  other  fair-formed  candidates  nominated  for  the 
Member  of  Bnry'a  guineas,  returned  at  the  head  of  the 
poll.  Mr.  Wolton'a  pair  of  handsome  mares.  Diamond 
and  Doughty,  diatanced  a  pair  of  leather-platiiig  looking 
bays  of  Mr.  Jennings,  of  Vewmarket ;  and  then  with  a 
capital  team  of  four.  Victory,  Princess,  Moggy,  and  Scott, 
unset  the  pretensions  of  a  very  decent  string  from  the 
Newmarket  stable. 

Although  steam  and  the  telegraph  have  brought  all  the 
world  together,  and  a  man  now  takes  his  ticket  from 
London  Bridge  to  the  Antipodes  with  half  the  Aiss,  ud 
only  a  percentage  of  the  great-coats,  rugs,  and  wrappers, 
that  he  did  to  engage  the  box-seat  to  Sndbniy,  yet  we 
are  still  as  fond  of  our  riding  horses  and  roadsters'  form 
and  pace  as  ever.  This  love  of  the  nag,  or  "  everybody's 
horse,"  is  seen  at  the  agricultural  shows  by  the  numbers 
of  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men  that  swarm  round  the 
ring.  Why  here  is  even  old  Milo,  with  his  meUow  ehstic 
touch,  who  has  deserted  the  edge-bone  and  the  judges 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  FABMEB'S  MAGAZINE. 


123 


orer  the  grand  boll  ekss,  while  Plooghshare  turns  his 
back  OD  the  agricnltunl  hehch  and  gast  mares,  and  here 
come  LoDgffooI  and  Shortwool  Berkshire,  Large  and 
Small,  with  all  the  ladies  pall  mall,  as  the  thorongh- 
bred  nags  make  their  appearance.  But  there  is  only 
oae  stallion  here  for  the  two  prizes  for  those  calcu- 
lated to  get  hunters.  It  is  a  wdk  over,  and  Deerfoot 
is  Kiiigaraft's  colonrB — black  and  white — ^goes  dancing 
roood  the  ring^  looking  some  pounds  heavier  than  he  did 
when  victorious  at  Sid&on  Walden.  There,  alone  in  his 
gloiy,  in  an  extra  dass,  is  the  light  baj  Volunteer,  bj  Alarm, 
ooe  of  Deerfoot's  opponents  at  Saffron  Walden,  and  who 
we  then  put  down  as  a  horse  calculated  to  get  machiners. 
With  three  half-breds  to  oppose  him  in  the  coaching 
it^ons,  is  another  thorough-bred,  Donald  Caird  by  An- 
oandsle,  a  draft  ^m  the  Hnsketon  stud,  and  a  prize 
taker,  as  King  of  the  Dales  at  Framlingham  in  'sixty-eight. 
Bat  why  chuge  his  name  P  No  animal  who  has  a  pedi- 
gree in  a  Stud  Book  or  Herd  should  be  re-christened 
without  some  particularly  good^  reason.  Donald  is  a 
big  horse,  fit  for  the  purpose,^  and  as  he  bends  his 
knee  as  a  coacher  ahomd,  took  the  red  ribband  and 
ten,  sfter  deducting  expenses,  to  Flixton.  Following  up 
Sir  Shafto  Adair's  victory,  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  with 
a  very  handsome  pair  of  rather  cobby  dappled  browns, 
defeated  a  weedy  couple  of  bays,  of  Mr.  Oguvie's,  for  the 
cap  for  carriage  or  phaeton  purposes.  There  were  only 
three  hunting  mares  with  foals  entered,  the  winner  being 
a  short-legged  provincial-looking  hunter  of  some  charac- 
ter but  lacking  breed ;  while  the  dam  of  the  prize  hunt- 
ing foal.  Sir  Shafto  Adair's  Gem,  is  a  hollow-backed  ches- 
nat  of  great  quality  and  good  limbs,  of  Irish  extraction, 
sod  Mr.  Burton's  Topsy  but  a  clever-looking  cobby 
hackney.  The  Marquis  of  Westminster's  roan  nackney 
i»  a  mare  that  Mr.  Branwhite,  who  now  and  then  sends 
some  nice  cobs  to  Knightsbridge,  won  a  prize  with  at  the 
fiojal  Battersea  meeting.  She  is  a  very  nice  one,  and 
perfect,  with  the  exception  of  her  knees  being  a  little  too 
back  and  high  from  the  ground.  The  Bury  prize  roadster 
Oipsj  was  also  in,  a  well-known  prize  taker  of  M^or 
Bvlow's,  and  full  of  character,  though  age  in  sharp  an- 
golar  lines  begins  to  tell  on  the  wasting  frame  of  the 
game-looking  varmint  old  mare.  Sir  Shafto  Adair  had  a 
thick-set  roan  of  good  form,  and  the  Dnke  of  Hamilton  a 
bay  mare  called  "  Sewell,"  we  should  foncy  after  the 
well-known  dealers  of  Prince's  Row,  whose  foal  was 
prodsimed  as  the  best.  Eclipse,  with  some  of  his  fat 
off,  went  more  airy,  showing  himself  to  advantage,  and 
beating  Kitty,  a  wdl-made  mare,  with  her  legs  nicdy 
phu^  Mr.  Badham  having  recovered  from  his  set-to 
with  the  Comet,  was  on  his  old  favourite  Migor,  who 
loob  as  well  aa  ever,  and  as  white  as  snow. 

There  was  a  jKior  dass  of  three-year-old  hackney  mares, 
with  the  exception  of  Attraction,  and  in  the  two-year- 
olds  only  three,  the  winner  turning  up  in  a  strong-made 
i'on  grey,  from  Bowbeck.  In  a  fair  class  of  yearling 
hackneys,  Mr.  Grout  won  with  a  promising  one  by  his 
horse  Quicksilver,  the  reserve  number  being  a  nicely- 
nsde  roan  of  Mr.  Branwhite's.  Mr.  Grout  was  again 
to  the  front  with  his  ladylike  Nelly,  beating  a 
nice  grey  from  Captain  Bence's  stable.  Mr.  James, 
Allen,  Catchpole,  Nathaniel  Ransome,  better  known  as 
Mr.  Alien  Bansome  both  in  the  manufacturing  and  the 
koney  wtnrld,  came  off  with  flying  colours  with  his  veiy 
handsome  IsUngton  prize  pony.  Perfection,  although  it 
^nt  icarcely  fair  to  show  a  stallion  with  mares  and  geldings. 
Tomtit  was  proclumed  the  king  of  the  little  ones.  For  a 
local  show  there  was  a  very  fur  exhibition  of  hackneys, 
though  among  the  hunters  the  good  ones  were  few  and 
far  Ktween ;  but  then  Suffolk  is  not  famous  as  a  hunting 
country,  or,  if  so,  the  owners  take  particular  care  to  keep 
the  b^t  under  lock  and  key.    The  first  prize  hunter, 


Fenian,  at  a  side  view  is  a  rather  taking  horse,  but  not  lip 
to  much  weight,  while  he  is  a  sprawling  mover,  going 
so  wide  behind  that  he  would  scarcely  find  room 
in  some  of  the  Suffolk  lanes  to  indulge  in  what 
we  suppose  was  meant  for  a  gallop.  Mr.  Sparrow,  of 
Halstcad,  showed  a  bay  mare  of  breed  with  a  fired  hock 
that  could  move.  Then,  the  Duke  of  Hamilton's  Turk 
had  some  form,  as  had  a  grey  of  Mr.  Bryant's,  of  Ipswich. 
Mr.  Grout's  chesnut,  by  the  Ace  of  Clubs,  who  was  com- 
mended in  a  large  class  at  Islington,  here  beat  Mr. 
Badham's  Baronet  and  four  or  five  others,  while  Mr. 
Mumford  with  another  well-made  one  by  the  Ace  came 
in  for  a  cup  in  a  dass  of  seven.  The  member  for  Bury, 
with  a  two-year-old  chesnut  by  Musketeer  of  good  form 
and  a  fine  drooping  quarter,  beat  a  three-cornered  one  of 
Mr.  Sparrow's.  Peru  is  a  lengthy  low  horse,  showing 
breed  and  character,  who  only  wants  a  little  setting  to 
rights  to  make  him  very  hard  to  beat ;  he 
was  here  the  pick  in  a  lot  of  seven,  including  Mr. 
Sparrow's  bay  four  -  year  -  old  by  Frogmore  that 
took  several  prizes  at  Saffron  Walden,  and  another  of 
Mr.  Harvey's,  of  Timworth ;  also  The  Queen  of  Clubs, 
a  strong  made  one,  but  not  exactly  hunting  form,  of  Mr. 
Mnmford's;  and  Brunette,  a  very  neat  light  made 
mare  of  Mijor  Barlow's,  that  won  the  Prince  of 
Wales's  Cup,  at  Harleston.  The  judges  rode  some  of 
them,  but  Brunette,  in  strange  hands,  did  not  settle  down 
in  her  paces  kindly.  The  prize  horses  were  paraded 
during  the  day,-  while  there  was  a  wind-up  with  some 
jumping  to  amuse  the  ladies,  and,  judging  by  the  beam- 
ing smiles  that  played  over  the  features  of  the  fair  occu- 
pants of  the  srand  stand,  and  the  buzzes  of  delight  that 
were  ever  and  anon  wafted  across  the  yard,  this  must  have 
been  a  great  success  1 

The  weak  part  of  the  show  was  the  cattle,  there  scarcely 
beins  a  shorthorn  cow  in  the  yard ;  and  for  the  bulls. 
Monk  had  it  all  his  own  way  with  half-a-dozen 
&ir  animals  pitted  against  him,  Mr.  Crabbe's  Old  Sam 
coming  in  for  a  high  commendation.  Hogarth  the  2nd 
and  some  others  from  the  Bowbeck  herd  through  error 
were  not  entered  in  time,  and  their  absence  was  very  pal- 
pable in  so  small  a  show.  Mr.  Catchpole's  Buttercup, 
the  cup  cow,  is  an  ordinary  cow,  of  a  taking  colour,  with 
not  a  good  head  or  eye,  or  anything  very  wopderful  about 
her,  and  taking  into  consideration  the  ages  of  Buttercup 
and  Daisy  and  the  quality  and  symmetry  of  the  second, 
we  should  have  been  more  pleased  had  the  decisions  been 
reversed.  The  Shorthorn  heifer  had  quality  and  form, 
with  nothing  to  oppose  her.  There  were  several  very 
beautiful  specimens  of  the  Polled  Suffolk,  both  male  and 
female,  and  the  judges  honoured  the  lengthy  well-made 
Cherry  Dnke  with  the  cup  for  the  best  bull  of 
any  age  in  preference  to  The  Monk,  who  did 
not  look  in  high  form.  As  they  did  this  with 
the  Suffolk  bull,  surely  they  might  have  given 
the  beautiful  Duchess  the  cup  in  preference  to  Buttercup 
if  form  or  quality  have  anything  to  do  with  it.  The 
pore-bred  Devon  of  Mr.  Rodwell's  was  as  ugly  a  specimen 
as  we  ever  saw.  There  were  something  like  a  score  of 
Aldemeys,  with  some  very  pretty  ones  among  them,  the 
B«v.  M.  Shaw  exhibiting  eight  out  of  the  twenty.  There 
was  a  good  show  of  sheep  for  Suffolk— Lord  Braybrooke 
in  the  Southdown  tups  being  opposed  by  three  entries  of 
the  Marquis  of  Bristol's,  two  of  Mr.  Boby's,  two  of  Colonel 
Tomline's,  and  one  of  Lord  Sondes'.  In  the  shearling  tups 
Mr.  Boby,  with  three  entries,  defeated  three  of  theBlmham 
flock,  and  one  each  firom  the  Audley  End  and  Orwell  flocks. 
Then  in  the  shearling  ewes.  Colonel  Tomline  beat  pena 
from  Audley  End,  Elmham,  and  Ichworth  Park.  In 
bkckfaced  tups,  or  the  Suffolk,  Mr.  Green,  with  a  coarse 
uneven  one,  beat  Mr.  Dobito  and  Mr.  Woodgnte.  For 
shearling  tups,  Mr.  Green  with  four  strings  to  his  bow 
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upset  Messrs.  Dobito  and  Woodgate's  pick.  Mr.  QnAej 
won  with  a  Tery  nice  pen  of  shearling  ewes,  opposed  bj 
some  of  Mr.  Bobito's.  In  Ihe  longwools,  with  some  fine 
specimens  of  the  Cotswold,  the  jndges  reTcrsed  the 
Harleston  decision  by  placing  Mr.  Oiblin*s  sheep  before 
Mr.  Brown's,  and  in  the  shearling  tnps  pkced  Mr. 
Brown's  second  sheep  before  his  Norfolk  first  I  We  be- 
lieve Mr.  Brown  objected  to  the  shearing  of  Mr.  Giblin's 
sheep  before  the  judging  commenced.  In  short  wool 
lambs  the  jndges  preferred  the  bUckfaced  Snffolks  to  the 
Hampshire  and  Sonthdowns.  There  was  an  excellent 
show  of  pigs  from  the  sties  of  Messrs.  Sexton,  Steam, 
and  Duckering,  names  that  are  household  words  in  the 
piggery,  and  who  run  in  and  out,  first,  second,  or  third 
at  the  different  meetings,  like  George  the  Fourth,  Mr. 
Graham,  or  John  Scott.  Mr.  Wilson  and  the  Hey.  W. 
Holt  Beever  were  asked  to  pick  out  the  best— the  former 
a  large  buyer,  and  the  ktter  a  true  lover  of  form  in  the 
horse,  shorthorn,  sheep,  or  pig,  and  a  breeder  of  all. 
They  commenced  with  the  boars  of  the  black  breed,  and 
Kingcraft  repeated  his  Norfolk  victory,  Mr.  Steam  being 
well-up  with  The  Parson,  M'Gregor  from  Sexton's  stud 
getting  highly  commended.  Then  a  black  sow  and  pigs 
of  Mr.  Stearn*8,  by  King  Tom,  walked  over.  In  the 
breeding  sows  Mr.  Sexton  had  Sunshine — ^that  was  beaten  at 
the  Harleston  Meeting  by  Mr.  Duckering's  Black  Bess 
— a  most  excellent  pig,  with  which  the  jud£;es  had  no 
fault  to  find.  They  are  both  capital,  and  as  the  judges 
had  to  pick  one,  the  preference  was  given  to  Snnshine. 
These  racing  names  remind  us  of  many  a  dead  heat ; 
and  it  strikes  us  as  rather  extraordinary  when 
animals  come  together  so  equal  in  merit,  that 
there  are  not  ofkener  dead  heats  in  the  show  yard,  and  the 
prize  or  two  prizes  put  together  and  divided.  Mr. 
Wolton's  pen  of  three  young  sows  of  the  black  breed  was 
a  walk  over,  there  being  no  other  entry.  In  the  white 
boars  Mr.  Steam  beat  Mr.  Sexton's  Norfolk  prize  pig, 
which  was  second,  while  he  was  highly  commended  for- 
another.  Then  the  Comet,  who  is  now  looked  on  as  the 
Cruiser  of  the  pigs,  is  very  good  before,  but  fidls  off  lank 
and  lean  in  the  hind  quarters.  Mr.  Petit,  with  a  very 
nice  sow  and  pigs  of  the  Sexton  br^d,  beat  a  yery  good- 
looking  lot*  of  Mr.  Steam's,  while,  for  real  beauty 
or  perfection,  the  pig  of  the  show  was  the  breedii^ 
sow  Our  Mary  Ann  of  Mr.  Sexton's,  who  van- 
quished Mr.  Duckering's  lily,  sister  to  Little  Queen, 
that  has  taken  prizes  from  the  Land's  End  to 
Harleston,  in  Norfolk  ;  but  Lily  is  not  equal  to  Little 
Queen,  and  is  as  different  in  the  snout  as  a  Hottentot 
from  the  Venus  de  Medicis.  The  three  young  sows  of 
Mr.  Sexton's  were  excellent,  in  fact,  from  the  three  pig- 
geries they  were  all  good,  and  no  doubt  they  will  fight 
their  battles  over  again  at  Oxford ;  where,  if  we  were  to 
prophesy,  we  should  say  Our  Maiy  Ann  would  be  a  very 
good  investment  for  a  place. 

PRIZE    LIST. 
HORSES 

fOR  AOBICT7LTT71UL  FUSPOSSB. 

JuDGZS.— J.  Clayden,  Littlebury. 

D.  Sewell,  Beaumont  HaQ. 
H.  Giles,  Orozton,  Thetford. 
Stallion,  having  served  20  mares  in  the  eonnty.^First  prize, 
£20,  Isaac  Ritt,  Tattingstone  (Harwich  JSmperor) :  second, 
£10,  C.  Boby,  Statton  (Royal  Prinee), 

Thret  year  old  entire  colt^— First  prize,  £15,  J.  Ward,  East 
Menea ;  second,  £5,  Colonel  Tomlineb  M.P.,  Orwell  (The 
Earl). 

Two  year  old  entire  colt— Pint  prize,  £1B,  and  cup  value 
£15,1  Bjst  (YoMg  Emperor);  second,  £5,  N.Catehpole, 
Ipswich  (Emperor). 

Yearling  enUre  cart  <»lt-7<Jnp/Jslne  £10,  J.  Grout,  Wood- 
bndge.    Highly  commended :  S.  Wolton,  Newbonm. 


Man  with  foal  at  footprint  pric«b  £16.  8.  Woltoa 
(Moggy) ;  seoond,  £6,  axeontors  of  the  lata  T.  Crisp,  Batley 
Abbey. 

Poal  of  1870.— First  prise,  £8,  Sxecuton  of  T.Criip; 
second,  £4,  A.  J.  Smith,  SnUon. 

Foal  by  Cupbearer.— Cnp,  value  £21,  executors  of  T.  Grim. 

Gast  mare.— First  prise,  £10,  and  cop  valne  10  gnmeaa,  T. 
Capon  (Matchett) ;  second,  £5.  Major  F.  Maitland  Wilicm, 
Stowangtoft  (Empress).  Highly  eommended :  Exeenton  of 
T.  Crisp  (Darby). 

Three  vear  old  flUy.— Fint  prise,  £10,  S.  Wolton  (amart) ; 
seeond,  £5,  Colonel  Tomline,  li.P.  (Smart). 

Two  year  old  filly.- Fint  prise,  £10,  exeenton  of  T.  (3a. 
pon;  second,  £5,  Colonel  Tomline,  M.P.  (Bonny). 

Yearling  i%.— Cop.  value  7  gs^  6  gs.>  and  2  gs.,  W.  Thomp- 
son, jon.,  Thorpe,  Colcnester. 

Pair  of  mares  or  seldings,  or  mixed.— Prise,  £10,  S.  Wol- 
ton (Diamond  and  Donghty). 

Team  of  fonr  agricultural  horses,  either  mares  or  ffsUisgi, 
or  mixed.— First  prise,  £20,  8.  Wolton  (Vietory,  PrinosM^ 
Moggy,  and  Soott) ;  second,  £10,  T.  Jennian,  Phantom  Hook, 
Newmarket  (Diamond,  Boxer,  Shot,  and  Sharper). 

BIDtNO  AND  COACHING  HOSfflBS. 

JiTDGXa.— Sir  T.  Lennard,  Bait.,  Belhus. 
fi.  W.  Wake,  Bramfurd. 
G.  W.  Blake,  Nowton,  Bmy  St  Edmind*i. 

Thoron^-bred  stallion  for  hnntinff  purposes.— Prize,  £30, 
Major  F.  Barlow,  Hasketon,  Woodbndge  a)eerfoot). 

Stallion  for  coaehing  purposes. — Prise,  £10,  Colonel  Sir  B. 
A.  S.  Adair,  Flixton  Uall,  Bungay  (Donald  Curd). 

Boadster  stallion  mares.— First  prize,  £10,  J.  Groat  (Sporti- 
man) ;  second,  £5,  H.  Bnltitoft,  Bedwellhay  Gnnge.  Hj 
(Cleaitheway).    Highly  commended :  J.  Qroot  (Rapid  Ross). 

Match  pair  of  gddings  or  mares,  for  carriage  or  phseioa 
porposes,  not  less  than  15  hands  high. — Silver  cnp,  li  gs., 
Doke  of  Hamilton,  Easton  Park,  Widiham  Market  CE^mmy 
and  Charhe). 

Hunting  man,  with  foal  at  foot.— Prise,  £10,  S.  Fslawr. 
Barham.  Highly  commended :  Colonel  Sir  &.  A.  S.  Adsir 
(Gem). 

Hackney  mare  with  ibal  at  Ibot.— Prise,  £10,  MsTqais  of 
Westminster. 

Hunting  foal.— Prize,  £5,  Colonel  Sir  B.  A.  S.  Adair. 
Highly  commended :  S.  Palmer. 

fioadster  foal.— Prize,  £6,  Doke  of  Hamilton. 

Weight-carrying  man  or  gelding,  not  less  than  dfe  jun 
old.— Prize,  £10,  and  silver  cup,  value  10  guineas,  Colonel  Wil* 
son,  Stowlaugtoft  Hall  (Fenian). 

Weight-carrying  hunting  man  or  gdding,  not  Ian  tktn 
fonryean old.— Prize,  iClO,  J. Gront  (Aoe of  Clnbs). 

Weight-carrying  hunting  man  or  gelding,  three  yean  old.— 
Prise,  £7,  Maurice  MuSord,  Creeling,  Needham  Market 
(Queen  of  Hearts). 

height-carrying  hunting  man  or 
Prize,  £5,  E.  Green,  M.P..  Bury  St. ; 
mended :  B^  Sparrow,  Hafstead,  £uex. 

Light-weight  hunting  mare  or 
W.  Q)oper  (Peru)  ;  second,  £4,,  ] 
Hiffhly  commended :  B.  Sparrow. 

Best  hnntinj;  mare  or  gelding  in  the  yard.— Silrer  esp, 
value  10  gs.,  Ltentenant-ColonelF.  M.  Wilson  (Fenisa). 

Gelding  or  man  of  not  less  than  14  hands,  nor  more  utn 
16-2  hands  high,  to  be  exhibited  in  single  harness.— oilrer 
cup,  value  10  gs.,  Doke  of  Hamilton. 

Biding  man  or  gelding,  not  under  16  hands  high.— rim 
prize,  £10,  G.  D.  Badham,  Bnlmer  T^e,  Sndbuy  (Mfte); 
second,  £5,  J.  Gront  (Kit^). 

Hackney  man  or  gelding  not  under  U  hands  high,  ssd  sot 
exoeedinff  16  hands.— First  prise  £10,  G.  D.  Bsdhsm  (H^; ; 
second,  £5,  G.  K.  Cooper. 

Three  year  old  haokaey  man  or  gelding.— Prise,  iB5,  C.  8. 
Soott,  Thorpe.  Biddlestone  (Attraction).  -  .. 

Two  year  old  hacknqr  nian  or  gelding.— Prise,  tilne  «8i 
G.  Kers^  Cooper.    Highly  oommended :  Doke  of  HsimltoB. 

Yearling  hackney  colt  or  %.— Prize,  £6,  J.  Groat  (Qjej- 
sflver).  Highly  commended:  F.  Branwhite,  loBgH«»«» 
Sudbury  (Toung  Ambition).  , 

Pony,  not  under  13  hands  Ugh,  and  not  exossding  14bi»u. 
—Prize,  £5,  J.  Grout  (NeUy). 


ig,  two  yesn  old.— 
loncTs.    Highly  com- 

..— (5op,10gniiieii, 
'.Barlow  (Brunette). 
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haj,  B0t  mite  Id  hud»  fairh,  t&d  not  exeeeding  IS  hands. 
^-fti^A,  J.  A.  BniMme,  Ipswieh  (PttffBOtton).    Highly 

PtaT,  not  exceeding  12  hands  high.— Fme,  £6,  Q,  H.  Sex- 
too,  WheRtead  HaU,  Ijwwidi  (Tomtit). 

The  haater  jumping  prize  OTer  tluree  flights  of  hordles.— 
Fust  priM,  £10,  IL  Men,  Bnlmer,  Sudbsry  (Kathleen)  :  sec- 
tad,  &,/.  H.  fcyiuit,  Ipswich. 

CATTLE. 
Josou.— M.  Biddell,  Flayford. 

W.  Dodds,  Keellnr,  Uleebf . 
—  Home,  TabiahuB,  Norfolk. 
Ssftilk  hall,  not  nder  two  years  old.— First  prise,  £10,  J. 
J.  Cdmia,  Norwich  (Chezry  Doke)  ;  second,  £o,  B.  Brown, 
Thsnferd,  Thetford  (Norfolk  Dnke).     Highly  commended : 
8.WoltDn  (Broadhaa). 

Sofolk  ball,  nnder  two  yean  old.— Priie,  £10,  W.  Hamy, 
Tifliworth,^oiT  St.  Sdmnnd's. 

Ik  bnll  of  any  age.— Cop,  Take  10  gs.,  J.  J.  Col- 


Bert  Saffolk 
MBfChenyDake). 


SsiWk  cow,  in  milk  or  in  calf.— First  wiae,  £10,  B.  Brown 
■eoottd,  £5,  Colonel  Tbmline,  ft.P.  (Polly).  Highly 
\  S.  Wohon  (Sprightly). 

Suffolk  beifer  nnder  three  years  old,  in  mjlt  or  in  calf.^ 
Rnk  priie,  £10,  J.  J.  Colman  (Ndly  2nd) ;  second,  £6,  B. 
Brown  (Handsome).  Highly  commended :  S.  Wolton  (Wide- 
tTike). 

Bnflolk  heiler,  imder  two  years  old,  in  milk  or  in  calf.— 
niie,  £10,  Oolond  Tomline,  M.P.  (Bed  Eose).  Highly  com- 
nnded:  8.  Wolton  (Bridesmaid)  ;  B.  Brown  (Conntess). 

Best  Soifolk  cow. — Silrer  cup,  Talne  10  gs.,  B.  Brown 
(Doefaesi). 

Shorthorn  bull,  not  nnder  two  years  old.— Prize,  £10,  J. 
Upna,  Biretthall,  Witham  (Monk).  Highly  commended :  K. 
fl.  Cnbbe,  Baddow.pUuse,  Chelmsford  (Old  Sam) ;  N.  Catch- 
pote»  Ipswich  (Sorcerer). 

Shorthorn  bnH,  under  two  yean  old^-Priie,  £10,  N.  Catch- 
pole  (Champagne  Charley^. 

Shorttwm  cow,  in  tauk  or  in  caUl— First  prize,  £10,  N. 
utchpok  (Bnttercnp; ;  second,  £6,  N.  Catchpole  (Daisy). 
Hwhly  commended ;  J.  Upson  (Lilac). 

Shorthorn  heifer,  in  milk  or  in  caU;  nnder  two  yean  old.— 
^  £10,  N.  Catchpole  (Coronet). 

BoQ  of  any  pore  breed  (not  being  SnJfolk  or  Shorthorn), 
ote  two  jrean  old.— Prize,  £10,  H.  Bodwell,  Ampton 
Hill,  Bury  S.  EdBinnd*s  rDeron). 

Ball  of  any  pare  breed  (not  being  Soffolk  or  Shorthorn], 
mte  two  yean  old.— Prizo,  £10,  C.  Boby,  Sutton,  Ipswich 
(Ajnhire  bnll). 

Bull  of  any  ago  or  breeder— The  President's  Cup,  J.  J.  Col- 
ana,  Suffolk  (Chenr  Dnke;. 

Cow  of  any  pure  breed  (not  bemg  Soffolk  or  Shorthorn),  in 
mik  or  m  calf.— Brst  prize,  £10,  Bot.  M.  Shaw,  Rougham 
Beetonr  Buy  St.  Edmnnd's  (Jersey) ;  second,  £6,  Ber.  H. 
Maw  (Jeisey).  J^hly  commended :  C.  Boby  (Ayrshire) ; 
£•  Greene, U.P.  (Channel  Islands).  Commended:  I.  Bist 
(Channel  Islands) ;  S.  Hanbory,  Wickham  Phxce,  Witham 
(AUernqr  heifer,  Jjaisr). 

,  Heifer  of  any  pare  oreed  (not  being  Suffolk  or  Shorthorn), 
Qimlk  or  in  ailf,  under  two  yean  old.— Prize,  £10,  Eev.  m. 
Shsw  (Jeney). 

Cow  of  the  Channel  Islands  breedw—Prizes,  £10,  £6,  £3,  and 
e,BeT.H.Shaw  (Ulac). 
_Cow  of  aoEf  age  or  breed.— Cop.  valne  6  gs.,  IV.  (Satohpole 


ip). 

8H££P« 
JirNis.«J.  A.  Hempeon,  Erwarton, 
H.  Sallows,  Oibtou,  Harlow. 

flOUTHSOVnS. 

}  of  any  age.— Mze,  £10,  Lord  Bnybroke,  Andley  £nd. 
7  commended :  Xiord  Sondes,  JUham,  Norfolk.    Com- 
ttoded:  Colonel  Tomline.  M.P. 
^esfhuff  ton.- Prize,  £10,  C.  Boby,  Stutton. 
na  of  fife  sheading  ewis.— First  prize,  £10,  C^.  Tomline, 
IP.   Highly  eommended :  Lord  Bnybroke. 


BLACK7ACSD. 

Tap  of  any  age.— Priie,  £10,  J.  H.  Green,  Stradishall, 
Newmarket. 


Shearling  tup.- Prize,  £10,  J.  M.  Green. 

Best  short-woolled  tup. — ^Prize,  £10.  and  cup,  value  10  gs.. 
Lord  Bnybroke.  Highly  commended :  J.  Gupin,  Bardfteld, 
Braintree  (Oxfordshire  Downs) 

Pen  of  five  shearling  ewes  of  the  black&ced  breed.— Prize, 
£10,  G.  Kinff,  Gazeley,  Newmarket. 

Long-woolled  top  of  any  age.— Prize.  £10,  and  10  gs.,  J. 
Giblin  (Cotswold). 

Shearling  long-woolled  t  up.— Prize.  £10,  T.  Brown,  Mar- 
ham  (Cotswold).    Highly  commended :  T.  Brown  (Cotswold). 

Pen  of  five  long-woolled  ihearling  ewes. — (No  award). 

Pen  of  ten  short-wooUed  lambs.— Prize,  £6,  E.  Woodgate, 
Great  Waldingfield. 

Pen  of  ten  crossbred  lambs.— Prize,  £6,  A.  Nicholson, 
Ipswich. 

PIGS. 
Judges.— W.  Wilson,  Baylham. 

BcT.  W.  H.  Beaver,  Penoraig,  Boss. 

Boar  of  the  Uaek  breed.— First  prize,  £8,  G.  M.  Sexton 
(Kingcraft) ;  second,  £4,  S.  G.  Steam,  Brendeston,  Wickham 
Market  (The  Panon). 

Bow  and  pigs  of  the  black  breed.— Prize,  £8,  S.  G.  Steara. 

Breeding  sow  of  the  black  breed. — ^First  prize,  £8,  G.  M. 
Sexton  (Sunshine) ;  second,  £4«,  E.  £.  Duckering,  Northorpe, 
Kirton-in-Iindsey  (Black  Bess). 

Pen  of  three  young  sows  of  the  blade  breed,  pigged  since 
NoTomber  Ist.- Prize,  £6,  S.  Wolton,  jon. 

Boar  of  the  white  breed.— Fint  prize,  £8,  S.  G.  Steam 
(Cock  of  the  Walk) ;  second,  £4,  G.  M.  Sexton.  Highly 
oonunended :  G.  M.  Sexton. 

Sow  and  pin  of  the  white  breed.— Prize,  £8,  J.  PettH, 
Aldebur^.    Highly  commended :  S.  G.  Steara. 

Breedug  sow  of  white  breed. — ^First  prize,  £8,  G.  M.  Sex- 
ton (Our  Mary  Ann) ;  second,  £4,  E.  £.  Duckering  (Lilly). 
Hi|rhly  commended :  S.  G.  StMra. 

Pen  of  three  young  sows  of  the  white  breed.— First  prize, 
£6,  G.  M.  Sexton  (We  Challenge  All) ;  second,  £8,  E.  £. 


Pair  of  white  boar  pigs,  pigged  since  November  let.— Prize, 
£6,  G.  M.  Sexton.  Highly  commended :  S.  G.  Steam  (Twin 
Brothen) ;  E.  £.  I>udcerin|f. 

Pair  of  black  boar  pigs,  pigged  since  November  1st.— ^Prize, 
£6,  S.  G.  Steam. 

The  best  black  boar,  of  any  age.— Cup,  value  £6,  G.  M. 
Sexton  (Kingcraft). 

FAEM  IMPLEMENTS. 
JuDQES.^^.  Nunn,  Eldo  House,  Bury. 
W.  BiddeU,  Lavenham. 
Special  prize  cup,  presented  by  the  Lavenham  Farmen*  dub, 
for  the  best  ooUeetion  of  agricoltnral  implements,  10  guineas. 
Ward  and  Silver,  Melford. 

Special  prise,  pair  millstones,  6  guineas  —  Bear,  Ipswich  and 
Sudtmry. 

The  dinner  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall,  the  Marqus  of 
Bristol,  the  President  of  the  Association,  in  tlie  chair,  who 
asid  he  earaestly  desired  that  the  English  farmer  might  never 
have  occasion  to  go,  what  he  might  call  creeping  to  Parliament 
in  order  to  ntify  the  bargains  which  thcty  had  made,  be 
they  good  or  bad,  with  their  laudlords,  which  he  could  not 
help  Uiinking  was  very  much  like  taking  a  slice  of  what  some- 
body else  had  got.  He  was  not  speaking  as  a  landlord  to 
tenant-farmers,  but  as  an  Englishman  to  llnffUshmen,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  be  very  long  befora  we  in  England  had  to  go 
to  Farliament  to  redress  thcMse  wrongs  which  an  toi^  much 
our  own  fault  Nor  did  he  speak  as  a  landlord  desirous  of 
making  fSl  hc  could  out  of  his  Uud,  nor  as  being  jealous  of 
erery  right.  His  motto  had  alwavs  been  and  alwavs  would 
bewithree^  to  tiie  letting  of  land,  "Live  and  let  Utc." 
He  held  that  one  imf^ed  condition  of  letting  land  was  this, 
that  them  an  who  took  the  land  and  farmed  it  should  make  out 
of  that  bind  not  onlv  sufficient  to  educate  lus  children,  but  lay 
something  up  for  weir  advancement  in  life  at  some  future 
day,  and  to  lay  something  by  against  a  day  of  distress,  which 
might  come  by  reason  of  death  or  sickness.  He  did  not  think 
that  tiiere  ever  would  come  a  time  when  such  a  measure  as  the 
Irish  Land  Bill  would  be  required  for  England.  The  whole 
system  was  different  in  England  to  that  in  Ireland,  hot  if  at 
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any  time  the  tenant  fannen  in  the  former  oonntiy  felt  that  they 
wen  l^ing  under  any  imostioe  th^  had  irtj  maoh  the  remedy 
in  Uieir  own  hands.  If  they  were  only  Arm  and  ontapoken 
with  the  landlords  he  felt  anre  that  everything  would  go  on 
smoothly  and  prosperously.  Take  the  question  of  game  for 
instance.  Crame  was  the  riffht  of  the  tenant  by  ttie  law  of 
the  land,  and  the  tenants  haa  Ter]r  mi^b  the  matter  in  their 
own  hands.  A  greAt  deal  was  said  about  the  landlords  pre- 
senring  game,  but  it  was  the  tenant  preserved  it.  Let  them 
agree  amongst  themselves  about,  for  instance,  the  preservation 
of  rabbits,  and  he  had  no  doubt  thntwhat  they  wished  would 
be  conceded  to  them.  Landlords,  in  the  generality  of  cases, 
would  not  be  willing  to  lose  a  good  tenant  for  the  sake  of  a 
few  destructive  animals. 

Col.  Wilson  said  associations  of  Uiis  kind  often  made  a 
great  mistake  in  one  direction.  They  did  not  hold  shows  for 
butchers'  meat,  nor  were  they  a  Christmas  fat  Cattle  Club, 
but  they  offered  prizes  for  breeding  animals ;  in  order,  how- 
ever, to  obtain  a  price,  it  was  necessary  to  get  them  into  such 
a  state  of  fatness  that  it  was  almost  impoaiible  for  them  to 
breed.  He  would  ask  auv  practical  man  if  it  was  not  the  ease 
that  in  manv  instances  thev  not  only  iigured  their  animals, 
but  abaoltttely  ruined  them  bv  the  great  amount  of  fet  they 
wereoblic|ed  to  place  upon  them.  This  applied  more  to  the 
female  animal  than  to  tne  male.  They  haa  this  year  made 
one  great  step  in  advance,  but  they  had  not  yet  sone  fer 
enough.  Previously  to  this  year  they  had  only  two  claases  for 
cattle,  there  was  the  Suffolk  in  one  class,  and  Shorthorns  and 
Aldemeys,  &o.,in  another.  This  year  there  was  a  separate 
class  for  Shorthorns,  but  still  there  were  different  breeds  in  the 
same  dass.  He  happened  to  show  an  Aldemey  buU,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  do  so  against  a  Devon,  and  he  should  like  to 
have  the  judges  explain  how  they  were  able  to  compare  the 
merits  of  the  Aldemey  and  the  Devon  bull  P  This  difficulty 
might  in  future  be  obviated  in  two  or  three  ways,  either  in- 
crease the  prize  in  the  classes,  or  they  might  say  a  prize  should 
be  given  for  each  different  description  ox  animals  if  there  was 
sufficient  merit  represented.  In  to-day's  entry  there  were  no 
less  than  fifteen  Channel  cows,  and  that  brought  him  to  the 
point  whether  there  should  not  in  future  be  a  separate  dass 
for  Channel  cows  or  any  other  dairy  breed. 

Col.  PA.&KEII,  M.P.,  said,  happily  in  Engbmd,  as  had 
already  been  remarked,  landlord  and  tenant  were  perfeictly  com- 
petent to  enter  upon  their  own  engagements  and  undertakings 
without  legislative  interference.  There  was  not  a  man  in  that 
room,  but  what  would  feel  higfalv  indignant  at  the 
suggestion  of  any  interference  of  the  kind,  lie  fully  con- 
curred with  the  excellent  sentiment  expressed  by  the  noble 
president  as  to  the  saying,  **  live  and  let  live,*'  and  there  was 
no  need  for  legislative  interference  where  there  was  such  a 
kindly  undersUndin^  between  the  parties.  Amongst  other 
questions  under  consideration  was  the  one  of  Crame,  and  there 
were  no  less  than  four  Game  Bills  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. Rabbits  were  animals  that  had  been  once  or  twice 
before  the  House  of  Commons,  and  he  was  strudc  with  the 
observations  of  one  gentleman  who  was  very  much  offended 
because  the  rabits  were  called  vermin !  From  his  experience 
of  these  animals  he  could  for  his  own  part  call  them  by  no 
other  name.  He  would  take  every  opportunity—always  bear- 
ing in  mind  that  the  agriculturists  and  reasonable  men  would 
never  destroy  partridges'  and  pheasants'  nests  in  ^e  season— 
during  the  winter  months  of  f  ebruary  and  March,  with  ferret, 
net,  and  dogs,  of  extirpating  them. 

Mr.  Edwabd  Gbeiii£,  M.P.,was  of  opinion  that  after  all 
there  was  a  g^reat  deal  of  sham  le^slation  in  the  House  of 
Commons  ;  and  but  for  letting  off  the  steam,  if 
the  House  was  shut  up  for  the  next  twelve  months 
England  would  be  a  far  happier  and  prosperous  coun- 
try. He  could  not  commend  the  riding  class.  He  would 
^It  "  If  you  attempt  to  breed  riding  horses  get  a  distinc- 
tive breed  of  mares."  Mares  whose  grandmothers 
were  never  seen  were  used  for  breeding  purposes,  too 
many  went  to  the  cart  tail,  and  a  great  norse  was  used. 
But  he  believed  there  was  one  way  in  which  riding  horses 
might  be  bred  with  some  success,  and  it  was  to  use  for 
mares  horses  of  grand  action ;  because  if  you  get  action 
it  was  astonishine  how  the  public  would  put  up  with 
other  defects.  Although  in  a  hunter  and  other  hones 
it  was  possible  to  have  toq  much  breed,  with  a 
mare  that  could  be  d'^p'n'led  upon,  put  b]o«d  opon  it ;  wherr, 


however,  nothing  was  known  T>f  the  maie  use  a  good  trotting 
horse.  He  confessed  he  could  not  see  the  necessity  of 
making  animals  so  beastly  fat,  fit  to  be  aent  to  the  batcher. 
What  was  wanted  in  this  Association  was  an  instructioa  to 
some  one  to  discard  stock  which  did  not  come  under  the  proper 
definition.  He  saw  to-day  the  South  and  other  Downs  shown  for 
one  prize.  He  also  noticed  amongst  the  two  year-old  hacknej 
fillies,  an  animal  take  the  prize  fit  for  an  omnibus,  and  it  was 
exhibited  against  an  animal  fit  to  carry  a  lady.  He  wonld  defy  a 
judge  to  give  a  fair  opinion  under  such  cireumstanoei ;  snd 
he  would  say  if  *»i«w"  come  in  like  that  send  them  bsck. 
He  was  an  advocate  for  sending  animals  hack,  for  there  vu 
no  way  of  teaching  a  man  his  business  like  giring  him  expe- 


rience^ and  there  was  no  experience  so  good  as  that  which  was 
'  raeht,  if  not  bought  too  aearly. 
Mr.  D.  Sjbwkll  must  oongratukte  some  of  the  exhibiton 


in  having  kept  up  the  credit  of  the  Suffolk  cait-horMs.  He 
considered  tiie  gast  mares  a  fine  collection,  but  he  could  not 
say  much  for  those  with  foals. 

Mr.  M.  BiODELL  had  looked  over  a  better  exhibitioB  than 
they  had  seen  to-day.  The  Suffolks  were  very  much  improved 
of  late  years,  and  this  was  the  first  instance  that  a  Suffolk  Imil 
had  beaten  a  Shorthorn,  and  he.  for  one,  never  gave  a  prixe 
with  greater  pleasure  than  he  did  in  the  open  dass.  Thoish 
the  prize  went  into  Norfolk,  yet  the  bull  was  bred  in  SaSoIk, 
and  consequently  he  reflected  as  much  credit  upon  the  coonty 
as  if  he  had  remained  in  the  county.  He  thought  the  aniauis 
amongst  the  Suffolks  were  the  best  he  had  seen  in  that  da«- 
the  four-year-oU  cow  dass  and  the  young  bull.  Ue  ^oite 
agreed  with  the  remarks  made  by  Lieutenant^Colond  Wikm 
about  the  Aldemey  having  a  serrate  dass,  and  he  thovght 
that  if  they  came  in  in  the  numbers  they  did  it  wm  neoessar;, 
for  there  was  otherwise  great  difficulty  in  deciding  the  prizes 
for  Aldemey  cows.  As  to  showing  the  animals  in  a  fat  state, 
one  of  the  most  successful  breeders,  the  late  Mr.  Crisp,  nid 
he  never  would  breed  from  an  animal  unless  lie  had  seen  it  u 
fet  as  it  could  be  made.  It  was  the  best  test  an  animsi  could 
have.  If  there  was  any  weakness  in  an  animal  it  wonld  cone 
out  by  high  feeding  sooner  than  with  any  other  trestmeat 
No  one  needed  to  fear  breeding  from  the  fettest  hone  that  he 
could  find,  as  it  proved  it  to  be  an  animal  of  an  exoeUent  cod- 
stitution,  and  an  animal  which  had  ^ne  throufh  a  ijitem  of 
training  which  none  but  such  an  animal  could  stand.  With 
reference  to  the  noble  President's  remark  as  to  *'  Live  and  let 
live,"  he  (Mr.  Biddell)  spoke  as  a  tenant-farmer  only.  He 
fermed  under  the  noble  President,  and  a  more  liberal  fiunilj 
there  could  not  be,  and  there  was  no  doubt  whatever  bnt  that 
the  noble  Marquis  thoroughly  meant  what  he  said  about  linsc 
and  let  live.  There  had  been  a  great  deal  of  nonsense  talhed 
latdv  upon  the  suhgect  of  gnme,  and  some  men  advoeatn 
legislation  to  prevent  a  man  doing  as  he  thought  proper  ^tii 
his  own.  If  a  gentleman  owned  an  estate,  surely  he  had  a 
right  to  do  what  he  liked  with  it.  He  admitted  that  he  had 
seen  a  neat  deal  of  iigui^  done  by  game,  but  it  wu  done  ia  a 
small  district  in  comparison  with  the  whole  kingdom^d  if 
Parliament  was  going  to  legislate  in  the  manner  proposed  trj 
some,  he  considered^  with  Mr.  Grcene»  that  it  had  better  ihit 
up  altogether  for  twdve  months. 

SMUT  IN  WHBAT.— Uredo,  pepper-brand,  nut*  hnat, 
bnmt-ear,  smut^  and  blight  or  nulaew,  are  terms  somewhat 
indifferently  applied  to  disease  in  oerttl  grain,  ^■P^'^^" 
wheat,  which  consists  of  a  black  or  dark  coloured  po*^ 
inside  the  coms,  often  not  showing  outside,  and  which  is  reauj 
a  microscopic  funsns  havmg  sevenl  dbtinct  stages  of  growth, 
and  is  transmissible  by  the  i^ermination  of  the  seeds  so  affected 
to  future  plants ;  com  so  diseased  loses  about  60  per  cent,  of 
its  nutritive  properties.  The  word  "  BrutU  "  seems  the  on- 
ginal  of  these  names ;  it  means  simply  "  bunt,"  which  de- 
scribes the  appearance  of  the  tunsnu,  and  is  the  past  partu3i»e 
of  the  old  English  verb  "  to  brenr  or  as  we  now  write  it,  * »» 
bum."  When  the  mischief  is  caused  by  sudden  odd  or  heat 
or  insects,  the  term  '* blight"  is  generally  applied;  the  term 
*<  bumt-ear"  is  generally  applied  to  tiie  eztenal,  and  the  tern 
**  smut"  to  the  internal  manifestations  of  the  fangdd  disease. 

THE  CHESHIHE  AGRICULTUR/LL  SOCIETT;- 
Sir  Harry  Mainwaring  has  announced  hia  intention  of  moTiBf 
at  the  general  meeting,  that  this  Sodety  be  anslgiwtedvini 
the  Manchester  snd  Liverpool  Sodety. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tttB  FABMBR'S  MAGAZINE. 


127 


PETBRBOBOUGH    AGRICULTURAL    SOCIETY. 
MEETING  AT   PETEEBOROUGU. 


The  ibov  was  held  on  Thursday,  Jaly  7.  The  prize  list 
ns  better  by  £63  than  last  year.  The  beasts  were  44  in 
DBmber,  but  the  sheep  were  weak,  the  extra  prize  failing  to 
bdoce  a  greater  show  than  29,  a^^nst  33  last  year.  In  pigs 
thrre  vas  a  larae  increase,  moanting  np  from  10  last  year,  to 
2.^  this.  The  horses  showed  a  decrease,  the  total  bein^  104, 
igiiast  133  last  year.  The  falling-off  was  principally  in  the 
fre-year-old  hunters  and  the  hackney  ckases.  The  cart  mares 
vith  foals  were  9,  being  3  less  than  last  year ;  while  the 
IS^-hand  ponies  roae  from  4  to  15.  In  the  small  ponies  there 
VIS  a  deerease  from  13  to  8.  The  a|^-hunter  class  was  not 
i:p  to  the  lerel  of  former  shows,  but  it  was  said  to  be  better 
thu  the  eorresponding  class  at  Royston.  The  ^onng  hunters 
vere  ^together  superior,  a  better  lot  not  having  been  seen 
hoe.  Hackneys  were  equal  to  former  years.  The  small 
ponia  were  a  Teiy  nice  lot,  and  there  were  some  smart  year- 
lifigs.  There  were  some  good  cart  colts  and  fillies,  the  young 
olta  txing  the  best  of  their  sex,  as  were  the  older  fillies. 
The  art  mares  were  a  meretorious  class,  but  the  foals,  it  was 
tboQjfat,  did  not,  as  a  rule,  equal  their  dams.  Cattle  were 
hilly  represented.  Cat  beasts  being  limited,  but  fine.  The 
hafls,  taken  together,  were  a  good  class ;  and  in  young  ones 
there  was  a  dose  run  between  the  Marquis  of  Exeter  and 
Mr.  Wood,  the  latter  winning.  There  was  an  average  show 
of  cows,  and  a  good  one  of  heifers ;  Mr.  How  taking  the  first 
wjie  sad  Mr.  uates'a  cup.  Sheep  were  unusually  good  for 
retaboTOQ{(h,  though  not  as  numerous  as  last  year.  Why 
thej  ahoold  not  always  he  as  good  an^  more  numerous  it  is 
iBpoaibIc  to  suT,  as  there  are  plenty  of  good  sheep  in  the  district. 
Kr.  Caitwright  s  three-shear  ram  was  a  capital  sheep.  The 
ibuw  of  pigs  was  one  of  the  best  and  largest  ever  seen  here,  Mr. 
T.  H.  Vernite  beatins  Mr.  J.  Turner  for  the  blue  riband  of  the 
h|r  hreed,  and  Mr.  S.  I>eacon  carrying  off  that  for  the  small 
hned.  There  was  a  much  better  competition  for  the  butter 
prizM,  Mis  Wagstaff  and  Mr.  £.  A.  Skrimshire  carrrine  off 
uie  prizes.  Poultry  was  abont  an  average,  the  Dorking 
c^ens  being  a  fine  dass,  with  a  good  show  of  game,  and 
^BbckSpauish  excellent;  Lady  Grace  Gordon  taking 
the  prize  for  over  a  year  old,  and  running  a  very  near  race 
vitK  Mr.  GolUo^ood  for  the  first  pair  of  pullets.  The 
Cochin  were  limited,  but  meretorious.  Not  much  could  be 
aid  for  the  Uamburgi,  but  there  was  a  good  deal  to  attract  in 
the  niied  breeds.  What  turkeys  were  shown  were  good,  and 
we  geese  rare.  Ducks  were  an  excellent  class.  Pigeons  were 
Kv  in  number,  and  of  rabbits,  thank  heaven !  there  were 
B">e>  AnoDg  the  miscellaneous  exhibitors  in  the  show 
Pf^  vere  Amies  and  Barford,  Vervette,  Aahby  and  Jeffrey, 

ud  Baker,  with  machines  and  implements,  and  Bradford's 
*>uing  maehines ;  while  Hayes  and  Son  exhibited  a  coUec- 

^  of  ptise  carts. 

PRIZE      LIST. 
UOBS&SHOEING. 
Ji'OGU.^.  D.  Barford,  Southampton. 

R.  D.  Calver,  Downham  Market. 
^^<«nghnnten.— Fiiit,  J.  Newton;   second,  M.  Coxj 

Apprentice  shoeing  hackney  or  carriage  horses.— First, 
^•^j;  second,  G.  Forth. 

BIDING  H0B3ES. 
JuDGxs.— Loid  Kesteven,  Casewick,  Stamford. 
8.J.WeUit,Tathwell,Lonth. 
Q.  Bland,  Coleby,  Linook. 
Open  to  all  EngUind.— Hunter,  5  years  old  or  upwards.— A 
^f  «P,  wlue  £20,  S.  J.  Wdftt,  bay  horse  (Loiterer) ;  sc- 
«« <rf  AlO,  T.  Pferdvai.    Commended,  T.  Percival. 

ueWaigortUly,  4  years  old,  for  hunting  purpo«».— First 
f^<|0,  ft.  Stokes  (bUck).    Commended,  C.  D.  Newton 


Open  to  all  England. — Hackney  mare  or  gelding,  not  ex- 
ceeding 16|  hands  high. — Prize  of  £7,  J.  Homsby,  oay  (Odd 
Trick).    Highlv  commended,  J.  Hornsby  (Beda). 

Oi>en  to  aU  England. — Pony,  not  exceeding  13^  hands  high , 
— Prize,  £5,  J.  Bumhsm  (Lady  Mary).  Highly  commended. 
C.  W.  Chaplin  (Odd  FeUow)  ;  E.  Calthorpe  (chesnut). 

Open  to  all  England. — Pony,  not  exceeding  12|  hands  high. 
—Prize,  £6,  J.  Goodliff  (blue  roan).  Commended,  T.  Wen- 
lock  (chesnuU 

Yearling  colt  or  filly  for  hnntinc  purposes. — ^Prize,  £10,  A. 
Goodman,  jun.  (colt  by  Bichmond).  Commended,  J.  Goodliff 
(colt  by  General  Hess). 

Mare  suitable  for  hunting  purposes,  and  foal  at  foot  got  by 
a  thorough-bred  stallion. — ^A  silver  cup,  value  £10,  J.  Good- 
liff.   Commended,  S.  Middleton. 

CABT  HORSES. 
Judges.— J.  Plowright,  Manea. 

L.  Foster,  Irthlingborough. 
Cart  colt  rising  3  years  old.— Prize,  ^3,  E.  Vawser. 
Cart  filly,  rising  3  years  old. — ^Frize,  £3,  E.  Hopper. 
Cart  colt,  entire  or  otherwise,  rising  2  years  old. — Prize, 
£3,  Isaac  Cooke. 
Cart  filly,  risins  2  yeaza  old.— Prize,  £3,  J.  W.  Moore. 
Cart  mare  and  foal  at  foot. — First  prize,  £5,  and  cup, 
B.  W.  Grounds,  jun.  (brown  mare) ;  second  of  £2,  T.  H. 
Vergette  (chesnut  mare). 

CATTLE. 
Judges.— C.  Howard,  Biddingham,  Bedford. 
W.  Little,  Littleport,  Ely. 

Fat  ox,  without  restriction.— First  prize,  £10,  T.  Fulver ; 
second  of  £6,  R.  Wood.  Highly  commended.  Marquis  of  Exeter 
and  W.  Sisman. 

Fat  cow  or  heifer.— First  nrize,  £5,  Messrs.  Dudding  (roan 
cow)  ;  second  of  £2  10s.,  R.  Wood  (roan  heifer).  Highly 
commended.  Marquis  of  Exeter  (Scotch  heifer) .  Commended, 
J.  J.  Sharpe  (white  heifer),  and  G.  F.  Baker  (roan  heifer). 

Bull,  above  2  years  old.— First  prize,  £10,  Marquis  of 
Exeter  rTdenuchus).  Highly  commended,  R.  Wood  (Lord 
Chancdlor). 

Bull,  under  2  years  old.— First  prize,  £5,  R.  Wood  (Lord 
Aberdeen  2nd) ;  second  of  £2  lOs.,  Marquis  of  Exeter 
(Grand  Pippin).  Highly  commended,  W.  Sisman  (Paris) ; 
commended  (The  Worster  Knifht). 

Cow,  having  a  calf  and  m-miu  or  in  a  breeding  state.— First 
prize,  £6,  R.  Seanon  (Magnolia) ;  second  of  £2  10s.,  R. 
Searson  (Winter  Rose).  Highly  commendel,  J.  Lynn. 
Commended,  S.  Vergette. 

Heifer,  in-calf,  under  3  years  old.— First  prize.  £^,  and  cu] 
J.  How ;  second  of  £2,  R.  Searson.    Commended,  A.  "^ 
man,  Jun. 

Heifer,  under  2  years  old.— First  prize,  £2,  J.  How ;  second 
of  £1,  J.  Lynn.  Highly  commended,  J.  J.  Sharp.  Com- 
mended, Messrs.  Dudding  (Virginia),  and  J.  Whitwell  (Musi- 
dora). 

Special  prize,  for  the  best  animal  exhibited,  £10,  J.  How 
(2  year  old  heifer). 

SHEEP. 
Judges.- T.  Cartwright,  Dunstan,  Lincoln. 
G.  E.  Daintree,  Fenton,  St.  Ives. 
LongwooUed  ram,  of  any  age.— ^Prize,  £10,  T.  Cartwright. 
Highly  commended,  Messrs.  Dudding. 

Twenty  longwoolled  ewes.— First  prize,  £3,  and  cup.  D. 
Webrter ;  second  of  £1  10a.,  S.  Middleton. 

Ten  longwoolled  shearling  ewes,  bred  in  the  district.— Fin 
prize,  £3,  S.  Middleton;  second  of  £1    10s.,  A.  Aitken. 
Commended,  W.  W.  Pearce. 
Ten  longwoolled  ewe  hunbs.— Prize,  £3,  S.  Middleton. 
Five  wether  lambs  of  any  breed.— Prize,  £3,  R.  Webster. 
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Three  ihearlinff  wethers  of  any  hreed,  open  to  all  England. 
— Priie,  £S,  J.  Wheeler. 

PIGS. 
JUDOSS.— T.  Cartwright. 
0.  £.  Baintrae. 

Boar  of  the  lam  breed,  open  to  all  England.— fint  price 
£3,  J.  Wheeler  (Lincoln) ;  second  of  £1,  J.  Tomer.  Com 
mended,  G.  Hams  (white). 

Boar  of  the  small  breea,  open  to  all  England.— First  prize 
£3,  S.  Deacon ;  second  of  £1,  J.  Lynn.  Kigfaly  commended, 
J.  Lynn.    Commended,  J.  Wheeler. 

Breeding  sow  of  the  large  breed.— Prise,  £2,  T.  H.  Yer- 
gette  (white). 

Breeding  sow  of  the  small  breed.— Prise,  £2,  S.  Deacon. 

Eatra  Stock.— Highly  commended,  for  fat  pig,  W.  Dainty. 

BUTTER, 
JuDGX.— J.  Donglas,  Qomber,  Worksop. 
Presh  butter  (Aldemey  exclnded).— First  prize,  £1,  Miss 
C.  Wagstaff  i  second  of  10s.,  £.  A.  Skximshire. 


At  the  dinner  the  chair  was  taken  by  the  Earl  ^  of 
Caxtstort,  who  exprened  some  anrprise  that  no  nfize 
of  any  sort  had  been  offered  for  flax,  and  that  so  little 
appeared  to  be  grown  in  the  district.  There  was  Whit- 
tlesey, a  perfect  limd  of  Goshen ;  and  there  were  the  hills  of 
Hnntingoon,  now  scaroelv  less  fertile  than  the  Talleys  of 
Northampton.  He  considered  the  growth  of  llaz  was  cer- 
tainly increasing.  Notwithstanding  the  many  changes  which 
had  lately  taken  place  in  agricaltare.he  most,  as  a  tme  liberal, 
warn  them  against  the  adaptation  ox  new  principles.  He  had 
thonght  the  country  was  too  ready  to  run  into  extrsmea  with- 
out reckoning  upon  the  results,  and  he  wu  quite  sure  grsat 


risks  were  involTcd  by  the  too  sudden  orer-^raining  of  the 
land  (No,  no).  If  th^  attempted  to  stop  a  drunkard  all  at 
once,  they  would  in  all  probabilily  kill  him.  He  strongly  sd- 
Tocated  the  preserration  of  water,  when  in  some  drr  time  like 
that  lately  experienced  it  served  to  fertilize  the  otherwiae  al- 
most barren  land  (A  Voice  :  No,  no).  He  reoeated  it,  adding 
that  the  water  was  now  carried  away,  and  was  naeleasfor 
eyermore  (dissent  and  approbation),  and  the  gifts  of  ProTi- 
dence  were  not  sent  to  be  wasted,  howoTer  much  they  might 
be  improTcd  upon.  In  India  and  other  hot  countries  it  vai 
the  common  custom  during  the  wet  season  to  save  what  rain 
fell  in  large  tanks  made  for  the  purpoee,  from  which  in  tima 
of  drought  the  water  could  be  transferred  to  the  land  as  re- 
quired. Why  could  not  this  be  done  in  England?  He  was 
opposed  to  the  practioe  of  cutting  down  of  treo,  and  their  best 
motto  in  a  flat  fenny  country  would  be  to  economise  water  and 
spare  wood. 

Mr.  J.  Bibs,  contrary  to  the  chairman,  was  one  of  the 
greatest  advocates  for  draining  both  high  and  tow  land  to  the 
uttermost,  and  yet  he  could  ip>w  as  good,  if  not  better,  oops 
than  his  neighbours.  It  was  impossible  to  keep  the  Isnd  free 
of  weeds  when  there  was  water  too  near  it 

Lord  KzsTiTKN  said  the  chairman  had  aBnded  to  the 
growth  of  flax.  He  (Lord  Kesteven)  had  seen  large  qaantitia 
of  it  growing,  but  for  his  part  beticTed  the  promise  of  thu 
year's  crop  was  not  such  as  to  encoura^  its  cnltiTation.  He 
strongly  adTOcated  the  system  of  draining  now  so  laiich  ia 
favour.  His  friend  on  the  left  (Mr.  Wells)  had  drained  ]»^ 
to  a  considerable  extent.  He  (Lord  Kesteren)  hsd  oiled, 
rowed,  and  fished  on  Whittlesey  Mere,  but  he  tliooght  there 
was  but  little  to  catch  there  now. 

Mr.  H.  T.  Wbxntobj>8L1T  strongly  adYOcated  a  closer  eoa- 
nection  with  the  county  show,  and  expressed  the  nleuare  he 
felt  on  being  informed  that  the  shows  would  be  heU  tcgether 
in  future  (A  Voici :  '*  For  next  year  only"). 
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MEETING    AT    ROYSTON. 


This  show  was  held  on  Wednesday  July  6,  when  amount  the 
eart  horses  the  flrst  prize  for  stallions  went  to  Mr.  Wdcher's 
Honest  Tom,  a  Royal  winner.  He  might  hare  taken  the  £30 
cup  on  this  occasion  as  the  best  entire  horse  for  agrienltural 
purposes,  but  hating  done  so  preriously,  he  could  not  do  so, 
again,  and  the  latter  premium  was  awarded  to  Mr.  J.  Roach,  of 
CMton,  for  England's  Glory.  The  SnlTolk  horses  were  a 
handsome  dass,  but  they  had  not  size  and  bone  enough  for 
the  judges.  The  riding  and  coaching  horses  were  fairish;  and 
there  were  some  good  brood  mares.  The  prize  given  by 
Lord  Royston  for  hunters  did  not  elicit  that  competition  which 
is  desirable,  and  his  lordship  has  withdrawn  the  premium. 

There  was  a  good  show  of  stock,  and  Lady  Figot  was  again 
pre-eminent;  Mr.  Pawlett  also  beins  extremely  succmful. 
Her  ladyship  secured  first  honour  for  the  best  buU  not  exceed- 
ing two  years  old  with  Bythis,  which  also  took  the  chief 
honour  as  the  best  Shorthorn  of  any  age  in  the  yard,  and  car- 
ried awaT  the  cup  giren  by  the  Riffht  Hon.  H.  Brand.  Her 
Queen  of  Rosalea  took  first  prize  for  the  best  cow  in  calf  or 
milk,  lAdy  Ann  being  absent.  Charles-le-Beau  obtained  her 
ladyship's  second  prize  for  two-year-old  bulls,  the  first  going 
toMr.T.£.Fawlett's  well-known  red  bull  Baron  Killerby 
There  wvre  other  Tietories  for  her  Ladyship,  La  Belle  H61^ 
being  second  among  the  heifers,  Mantalini  the  Second  second 
among  two-year-old  heifers,  and  Imj>erialRose  the  best  of  the 
yearling  heiieis.  Mr.  How  met  with  some  success,  his  first 
prize  being  a  three-year-old  heifinr,  Windsor's  Butterfly,  and 
there  were  some  Tery  good  dairy  cows  competing  for  the  pre- 
mium offered  by  the  town  of  Royston  for  the  best  pair. 

As  a  whole  the  sheep  were  good,  though  in  some  of  the 
classes  less  merit  was  shown  than  others,  the  Sonthdowss 
being  limited.  The  Shropshires  took  ererything  away  from 
the  Bampshires  and  Soutndowns  among  the  shearling  ahmrt- 
woolledewes.  Lord  Cheshun's  pen  was  pronounced  a  veiy 
matchy  ]ot,of  nice  quality,  andgotup  to  perfection.  Mr.  Cooke's 
pen  was  also  a  Tery  nice  lot^  but  larger,  and  not  so  well 
sorted  in  form  and  style.    Among  the  Southdown  rams  of 


any  age  the  decision  of  the  authoritieB  at  Saffron  Walden  «» 
reverMd,  Lord  Brmybrooke  being  now  **  nowhere,"  asdJlr. 
Jonas  fiitt  The  best  fat  shearling  long-wooUed  or  <ioii;br^ 
wethers  was  a  grand  pen  of  sheep ;  they  werabred  ^^ 
w(rid  and  Hampshire  Downs,  and  took  the  prize  to  Bedford. 
Lord  Braybrooke  showed  some  Tery  nioe  she^  ss  ihearluf 
short-wooUod^wetheia,  but  apparently  they  do  not  poaaeas  iiu 
enough  to  obtain  the  flat  of  the  judges.  Theie  was  aone 
spirited  competition  for  the  best  shearling  short-woolled  raoi, 
there  being  no  less  than  17  pens.  The  jodges  hsd  ooi  for 
flnal  examination  four  lots,  and  th^  awarded  the  pnuto 
Lord  Chesham,  the  second  prize  going  to  some  beantifol  ibeo 
shown  by  Mr.  F.  Street,  of  Maulden.  It  will  be  seen  bj  the 
prize  list  that  Mr.  Street  was  successful  in  sevenl  other  daiM. 
Captain  Catling  was  not  able  to  exhibit  sheep  sp  to  the  niaaJ 
form  of  those  he  sends ;  and  Mr.  Qnnnell  Tery  easily  ran  awaj 
from  him  with  flrst  and  seoond  for  shearling  Leioeater  or  Lm- 
oohi  ram ;  Mr.  Gnnnell  also  taking  the  special  price  given  vf 
Royston  for  the  same  dass.  ^ 

The  show  of  pigs  was  not  a  lane  one.  In  the  «p]JJ? 
there  was  nothing  to  come  near  Measrs.  Howard  of  ^fo^, 
who  showed  a  boar  which  carried  off  flrst  nrizai  beodea  a  lov 
which  was  also  out  of  all  comparison  the  best.  Twt  wai » 
smaU  black  boar  and  some  breeding  sows  of  the  oaaU 
_  _  ^  some  of  them  haTing  litters.  ^     .^  , 

The  exhibition  of  implements  took  pkce  at  the  eitreaity  oi 
the  showyard,  where  there  was  a  good  coUedaoa  for  a  eou? 
show;  Mr.lnnea,  of  Market-hiU,  Royston,  tafciag  ^P^ 
for  the  best  collection. 

PRIZE    LIST. 
HORSES. 

VOB  AOBIcrLTUlUI^  PUSP08SS. 
JUBUS.-J.  Cos,  Sandbiidaa,  St  AlWa ; 
J.  Henley,  T^*vWi>d,  LonUi- 
StaUion.— First  prize,  £10,  W.  Welcher,  Tofta,  BisadWi 
second,  £6,  D.  Camps,  Haddenham. 
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&tii«  two-TMr-old  6olt.~Fint  prize,  £6,  F.  Biehardson, 
Cbttero ;  aeoond,  £S.  W.  HorreO,  Newton. 

Ctrt  mire,  not  nnoer  four  yeaiB  old.— Fint  prize,  £6,  J. 
Virth,  jan^  Satton ;  second,  £3,  C.  Hide.  CottentitOL 

Hare  and  foaL — first  prize,  £6,  J.  Warth,  jnn. ;  second, 
13,  T.Onmiell,  Milton. 

Tro-year-old  cart  gelding.— Prize,  £4,  O.  Inskip,  Knees- 
worth. 

Two-year-old  flOr.— First  prize,  £4,  £.  Unrfitt,  March ; 
wond,  £2,  Capt.  B.  C.  Catling,  Needham  Hall. 

Ploii^  team.— First  prize,  £5,  J.  Linton,  Westwick  Hall ; 
•econd,  A  J-  Warth,  jun. 

Pair  of  mares  for  agricnltoral  purposes.— First  prize,  £6,  J. 
Varth,  jon. ;  second,  £3,  W,  HnrreU. 

Three-irear-old  cart  colt  or  gelding.— Prize,  £6,  J.  H.  B. 
Haris,  ninzton. 

Three-rear-old  cart  fiHy.— Prize,  £5,  W.  Beard,  Chatteris. 

Pair  of  team  horses. — Triae,  £10,  J.  Linton. 

Entire  hone  for  agricultural  purposes  (open  to  all  England), 
the  exhibitor  being  a  member  or  payins  an  entrance  fee  of 
ooe  puBca.— A  cup,  talne  £20,  J.  JGLoacE,  Qretton. 
Exfra  Stock, 

J.  Linton^— FiU^,  one  year  three  months. 

W.  fiatterson,  Qirton. — ^Mare,  seven  yean. 

rOS  BIDING  Ain>  COACHING. 

Judges.— H.  J.  Boulton,  Pntnoe,  Bedford ; 
J.  Hutehinson,  Catteriek. 

ThoRmgh-Vred  stallion,  which  in  the  opinion  of  the  judges 
is  ealcalated  to  get  weight-carrying  hunters  (open  to  all  Eng- 
hnd),  the  owner  being  a  member  or  paying  an  entrance  fee  of 
(ne  ninea.— A  cup,  Tulue  £20,  A.  Jraher,  Roytton.  Com- 
nended,  J.  Linton. 

HaekBey  sUQion.— Prize,  £10,  B.  Joeelyn,  Ely.  Com- 
neaded.  J.  W.  GoeUng,  Newmarket. 

Mare,  calcnkted  to  oreed  weight-carrying  hnnten,  and  ibal. 
-fint  prize,  £6,  T.  Briggs,  Babraham ;  second,  £8,  H. 
HaneU,Harston.    Commended,  B.  Hubbard,  Marsbbiid  Fen. 

Mare  or  idding,  under  flwe  years  old,  adapted  for  hunthig 
pvpoies.— vRrst  prize,  £6,  W.  Gonlder,  Wimbotaham ;  second, 
<3,  W.  HnrrelL    Commended,  T.  Gamer,  Monlton. 

Hackney  mare  or  gelding. — Rrst  prize,  £4,  £.  Durrant, 
Tifflbotsham;  second,  £2,  H.  Thnmall,  Boyston.  Com- 
nended,  F.  J.  Fordham,  Boyston. 

Brood  mare,  calculated  to  breed  hunters,  with  foal  at  foot  or 
is  iosL— First  prize,  £6,  T.  Brign,  Babraham ;  second,  £8,  H. 
Hvrell.   Commended,  J.  Ellis,  Triplow. 

T«o.year-old  colt  or  Ally,  likdj  to  make  a  hunter.— First 
Fize,  £6,  H.  Thnmall ;  second,  £3,  J.  Linton. 

lesriiBg  colt  or  filly,  likely  to  make  a  hunter.— First  prize, 
15,  H.  Thunall ;  second,  £8,  J.  Fhillipa,  BoTSton. 

Hone,  mare,  or  gelding  that  shaU  leap  hurdles  and  water  in 
Ihe  best  snd  safest  etyle  as  often  as  the  judges  may  direct- 
Pint  prize,  £10,  W.  Gonlder ;  second,  not  awarded. 

Three-year-old  oolt,  likelr  to  make  a  hnnter.— Prize,  £6,  T. 
Bm.   Commended,  T.  Kemp,  East  Hatley. 

Three-year-old  filly,  likely  to  make  a  hunter.^Prize,  £6,  H. 
Horreil    Commended,  U.  ThumaU. 

Hnntcr  not  exceeding  fiwe  ^ears  old  at  ttie  time  of  the  entrr, 
the  fewi'/tfepfupeitjf  of  a  resident  or  occupier  in  the  Isle  of  Ely 
oraoaoty  of  Cambrioge,  and  which  shall  hare  been  in  the  pot- 
NHioB  of  the  ezhibitor  for  the  six  months  prerious  to  the  day 
of  ezhihitioa/— A  cap.  Talne  £20.    Not  enffident  merit. 

^my,  mare,  or  geidour  not  eiceeding  18  hands.— «A  cup, 
^  £6, 8.  Smith,  Fen  iMtton.  Commended,  £.  B.  Nimn, 
BoTiton. 

Bxfra  Sfoch 

CoBmended,  C.  Oahb,  Bishop  Stortford.— Pony. 

CATTLE. 
JtR>oi8.»C.  Howard,  Biddenham,  Bedford; 
J.  Bobinson,  Clifton  Pastures. 
,  Boll,  exeeediag  two  years  old.— Fiivt  priie,  £8,  T.E.Ptw- 
«t,  Beestoa ;  seoond,  £i,  Lady  Pigot,  Bnnehes  Park,  New- 
■srket. 

Boll,  not  Reeeding  two  years  old.— Fbat  prize,  £10,  Lady 
gg*;weead,  £6,  T.  £.  Pawlett.     Commended,  C.  Ellis, 

Ball,  not  eieieding  one  year  old.— First  prize,  £^  T.  £. 


Pawlett ;  second,  £2,  Lady  Pigot.    Commended,  Lord  Bray- 
brook,  Andley  fhid. 

Cow,  in  ralf  or  in  milk.— First  prize,  £6,  Lady  Pigot ; 
seoond,  J68,  G.  £.  Frere,  Boydon  Hall.  HigMy  commended, 
J.  Clajaen,  Littlebnir ;  commended,  G.  £.  Frere. 

Heifer,  not  exceeding  three  years  old,  in  calf  or  in  milk.— 
First  prize,  £4,  J.  How,  Bronehton;  second,  £2,  Lady  Pigot. 
Commended,  Captain  B.  C.  Camng. 

Heifer,  not  exceeding  two  years  old.— First  prize,  £4,  J. How ; 
second,  £2,  Lady  Pigot.  Highly  commended,  J.  B.  Chaplin, 
Bidgewell,  Halstead ;  commended.  Captain  B.  C.  Catling  and 
J.B.Chaplin. 

Heifer,  not  exceeding  one  ^ear  old. — Prize,  £8,  Lady  Piffot. 

Pair  of  dairy  cows  belonging  to  the  same  person,  in  muk  or 
in  calf.— First  prize,  £8,  T.  Bnsh,  Babraham ;  seoond,  £4,  J. 
Killer,  Boyston.  UigUy  commended,  S.  Strickland,  Steeple 
Morden. 

Fat  ox,  steer,  or  heifer.— First  prize,  £5,  T.  Pnlwer,  Brough- 
ton ;  seoond,  £8,  Captain  B.  C.  Catling.  (This  dass  was 
generaUw  commended.) 

Shorthorn  buU  of  any  age.— Prize,  £20  (cup).  Lady  Pigot. 
SHEEP. 

JtTDGis  (Long-wooUed).- C.  Clarke,  Scopwick,  Sleaford ; 
W.  Sanday,Batcliff-on.Trent. 

(Short-wooUed  and  cross-bred) :  H.  Overman,  Weasenham ; 
H.  Woods,  Morton. 

Shearling  Leioeater  or  Lincoln  ram  lambs.— First  prize,  £6, 
T.GunneH;  second,  £8,  T.  Gunnell. 

Pen  of  flwe  Leicester  or  Lincoln  ram  lambs.— Firat  prize,  £4, 
B.  Sparrow,  Chesterton ;  second,  £2,  T.  Gunnell. 

Shearling  long-woolled  ram,  not  Leicester  or  Lincoln. — ^First 
prize,  £4,  J.  Gibbin,  Bardfleld. 

Pen  of  five  Leicester  or  Lincoln  ewes,  certified  to  have  brought 
np  a  lamb  tUa  year. — First  prize,  £5,  B.  C.  CaUing ;  second, 
£8,  F.  AUwood,  Walsworth. 

Ften  of  five  shearling  Leicester  or  Lincoln  ewes.-^Fir8t  prize, 
£6,  T.  GunneU ;  second,  £8,  F.  AHwood. 

Pen  of  five  Leicester  or  Lincoln  ewe  lambs.— 'First  prize,  £4, 
T.  Gunnell ;  second,  £2,  F.  AUwood. 

Shearling  short-woolled  ram. — First  prize,  £5,  Lord  Ches- 
ham,  Latimer,  Chesham ;  second,  £3,  F.  Street,  Bedford. 

Pen  of  five  short-wooUed  ram  iambs. — ^First  prize,  £4^  Lord 
Daere,  Eimpton  ;  second,  £2,  J.  P.  Nnnn. 

Pen  of  five  short-woolled  ewes,  certified  to  have  brought  una 
Iamb  this  vear.— First  prize,  £5,  Lord  Bicre  ;  second,  £8,  G. 
Jonas,  Ickleton. 

Pen  of  five  shearling  short-wooUed  ewes. — ^First  prize,  £5, 
Lord  Chesham ;  second,  £8,  G.  Cooke,  Horseheath  Park. 
Highly  commended,  Nod^olds  and  King,  Saffron  Walden. 

Pen  of  five  short-wooUed  ewe  Ismbs. — First  prize,  £4;,  Lord 
Dacre ;  second,  £2,  W.  HnrreU.    Commended,  F.  Street. 

Pen  of  five  cross-bred  wether  lambs.— First  prize,  £4,  G. 
Jonas ;  second,  £2,  W.  HtlrreU.    Commended,  J.  I-  EUis. 

Shearling  Leicester  or  Lincoln  ram.— First  prize^  £10,  T. 
GunneU ;  second,  £5,T.  GunneU. 

Southdown  ram  of  any  age.— Prize,  £6,  S.  Jonas,  ChrishaU 
Grange. 

Pen  of  five  fkt  shearling  short-wooUed  wethers.— First  prize 
£6,  G.  Street,  Maolden ;  seoond,  £8,  Nockolds  and  King. 

Pen  of  five  fat  shearling  long- woolled  or  cross-bred  wethars.* 
—First  prize,  £5,  H.  Purser,  Bedford ;  second,  £8,  T.  Bosh. 

Pen  of  five  fat  short-woolled  lambs.- Prize,  £6,  S.  G.  Jonas, 
Doxford. 

Pen  of  five  fatlong-wooUed  or  eross-bred  lambs.— Prize,  £6, 
£.  P!gg,  Barkway. 

PIOS. 
JODGXS.— G.  Qarke;  W.  Sand^. 

Boar,  hrge  breed.— Priie,  £8,  J.  and  F.  Howard,  Bedfbrd. 

Boar,  smaU  breed.— First  prize,  £8,  £.  King,  Ashley  HaU; 
second,  £1 10s.,  B.  ChapUn. 

Sow,  in  pig  or  suekUng,  large  breed.— First  prize,  £8,  J.  and 
F.  Howard;  seoond,  £1  lOs.,  U.  F.  Everett,  Bridgha]n,Thetford. 

Sow,  in  pig  or  snokling,  smaU  breed.— First  prise,  £8,B. 
Pyne,  Boyaton ;  seoond,  £1 10s.,  H.  F.  Everett. 
IMPLEMElftPS. 
JtJi)GS8.^H.  Long,  Carlton; 
J.  P.  Nunn,  Boyston. 

CoUeetion  of  agricultural  implementa  (10  entriea).*Prizei 
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£10,  G.  U.  InHeji,  Koviiton.     Highly  commended,  L.  Gimson, 
Kojftton. 

At  the  dinner  the  Biglit  Hon.  H.  Brand,  M.P.,  the  pre- 
sident of  the  Society,  in  the  chair,  taid  they  had  done 
well  in  framing  the  oasis  of  the  Society  on  a  large  scale, 
and  not  committing  the  mistake  which  was  seen  in  many  dis- 
tricts, where  agricnltnral  support  was  frittered  away  in  a  con- 
siderable numoer  of  small  Societies.  He  knew  of  no  part  of  the 
kingdom  where  a  Society  of  this  kind  had  accomplislied  greater 
progress.  The  northern  part  of  Cambridgeshire  had  been  re- 
claimed Crom  tlie  sea,  and  in  the  southern  part  there  might  be 
some  old  enough  to  remember  that  a  larse  portion  was  a  wild 
down,  where  the  rabbit  had  it  all  to  liimsdf.  What  had  brought 
about  a  reformation  in  those  thinn  P  The  capital  and  skill  of 
the  farmer.  Those  who  liad  trayeUed  abroad  knew  that  nothing 
was  to  be  seen  there  equal  to  the  capital  and  skill  of  the  British 


farmer.    Tlie  British  agriculturist  was  a  long  w&y  aliead  of 
the  foreign  one. 

Lord  lioYSTON  said  his  experience  in  Cambridgeshire  va$ 
that  it  was  yeiyr  little  use  in  ^ving  prizes  for  competition  of 
any  kind  in  which  hunters  might  be  considered  to  be  engaged. 
The  reason  of  it  was  doubtless  this,  that  a  considenble  part  of 
the  county  was  not  a  hunting  country,  and  in  that  part  which 
yon  might  call  a  hunting  countiy  the  owners  of  hones  had  great 
difficulty  at  the  different  times  at  which  the  diow  was  held  to 
produce  those  animals  in  a  ^te  they  might  consider  satisfac- 
tory to  themselyes  and  to  the  judges.  Therefore,  in  giring  the 
Erizes  to  hunters  this  difficult  always  arose ;  and,  for  the  fatore, 
aring  last  year  foiled  to  gain  sufficient  competition  at  March, 
and  haying  failed  at  Boyston,  he  thought  he  should  foz^aid 
the  yiews  of  gentlemen  who  competed  at  this  meeting  ingiriai^ 
the  small  sum  he  had  deyoted  to  hunters  for  some  other  object 
which  would  receiye  actual  and  suooessfnl  competitiou. 


LIGHT    AND    HEAVY    DBAUGET    MOWING    MACHINES. 
EVERCBEECH  FABMERS*  CLUB. 


The  second  machine  mowing  match  in  connection  with  this 
Club  was  held  at  Doulting.  The  long-continued  dronirht  had 
rendered  the  grass-crop  light  here,  as  eyerywhere  else ;  out  the 
ground  was  as  fair  a  specimen  as  could  be  found  in  the  district, 
it  was  a  large  field  of  new  clover,  and  the  crop  was  perhaps 
about  13  cwt.  to  the  acre.  As  in  last  year's  competition, 
there  were  prizes  offered  to  two  classes  of  competitors,  yiz., 
the  manufacturers  of  machines,  and  the  son)  or  senrants  of 
farmers  in  the  neighbourhood  owning  machines.  The  follow- 
ing were  the  entries :  In  class  1 — ^Bamlett,  Woods,  Burgess 
and  Key,  Hornsby,  Howard,  Samnelson,  and  Lewis  and 
Hoole  ;  in  dass  2— J.  Candv  (Doulting),  C.  Welch 
mitcheat),  B.  Norton  (Ditcheat),  J.  B.  Welch  (Bedlands), 
T.  Beynolds  (Doulting),  J.  Bennett  (Wanstrow),  B.  Harding 
(Cranmore),  and  G.  Dyke  (Shepton  Mallett).  It  will  be  seen 
that  nearly  all  the  great  makers  in  the  kinjgdom  were  repre- 
sented; but  it  unfortunately  happened  that  Messrs.  Howard  were 
unable  to  compete,  through  the  non-arriyal  of  their  machine. 
Last  year,  when  there  was  a  far  better  general  crop  of  ^rass  than 
we  can  tlus  ^ear  expect,  a  hope  was  expressed  that  this  year  the 
relatiye  mentsof  the  light-draught  and  heayy>draught  machines 
would  be  tested  in  the  heaviest  field  that  could  be  found  in  the 
neighbourhood — a  crop  say  of  about  two  tons  to  the  acre.  It 
yras  evident  that  that  such  a  trial  could  not  take  place  this  dry 
season,  and  it  was  even  suggested  that  the  matches  might  m 
temporarily  abandoned.  But,  although  there  was  an  example 
in  the  course  adopted  by  a  neighbonnng  Society  at  Frome,the 
Evercreech  Club  decided  not  to  discontinue  the  events 
which  proved  so  interesting.  The  judges  were — Mr.  Bichard 
Yeoman,  of  Cranmore ;  Mr.  Charles  Harding,  of  Montacute ; 
and  Mr.  John  Brook  of  Preston,  YeoviL  There  was  a  dose 
run  for  first  place  in  the  manufactureTs*  dass,  and  the  award 
which  was  given  was  understood  to  be  only  for  superior 
delivery  of  the  swathe,  the  out  of  the  first  and  second 
machines  being  equal  In  the  farmers*  dass  there  was  no 
Acuity  in  dedding  the  first  prize,  the  winner  having  made 
an  excellent  start,  and  worked  well  through  his  ground. 
The  competition  was  witnessed  by  a  large  number  of 
apectators,  estimated  at  1,300  or  1,400.  The  prizes  were 
awarded  as  follows :  Class  1. — Open  to  all  England. 
To  the  manufiactnrer  of  the  mowing  machine  which  shall 
mow  and  leave  in  swathe  in  the  best  manner  one  acre  of  land 
in  one  hour :  First  prize,  £4t,  Messrs.  Burgess  and  Key, 
Brentwood,  Essex  (time,  45  minutes) ;  second,  £2,  Messrs. 
Woods,  London  (49  minutes).  Class  2-— To  the  managers  of 
the  mowing  machine,  the  owner  of  which  being  a  fiarmer,  and 
the  competitor  a  farmer's  son  or  servant — ^the  latter  having 
been  in  the  empby  of  the  owner  not  less  than  three  months 
previous  to  the  match^-which  shall  mow  in  the  best  manner 
one  acre  of  land  in  one  hour :  First  prize,  £2,  Mr.  G.  Dyke, 
Shepton  Mallett  (with  Bamlett*s  machine)  ;  second,  £1, 
£.  Collins,  servant  to  Mr.  T.  Beynolds,  Doulting  (with 
Homsbv's  Paragon  machine) ;  third,  IBs.,  J.  Candv,  Broad- 
pool,  Doulting  (with  Burgess  and  Key's  machine)  ^  fourth. 


5s.,  W.  Batt,  servant  to  Mr.  R.  Harding,  Cranmore  (vitb 
Woods'  machine). 

At  the  Dinner,  Mr.  Whatlit,  the  Secretary,  said  that 
when  the  Sodety  met  upon  a  similar  occasion  to  this,  in  Jane, 
1869,  he  then  promised  to  look  out  a  hea^  crop  of  two  tons 
to  the  acre  to  try  the  merits  of  the  machines  upon ;  bat  he 
had  not  yet  been  able  to  find  such  a  piece,  and  he  was  lure 
that  none  of  those  present  could  boast  of  it  upon  their  fams. 
Tlte  committee  had  therefore  arrived  at  the  condasioQ  tliat 
the  question  of  the  relative  value  of  the  heavy  and  light 
machines  had  not  yet  been  properly  solved.  It  was  an  impor- 
tant question  to  consider  as  to  the  amount  of  work  that  could 
be  accomplished  in  a  given  time  by  the  Tarions  machines  vith 
one  or  more  horses.  Manufacturers  would  say,  perhaps,  tiut 
it  required  a  big  hammer  to  break  a  big  stone,  and  vice  ten*, 
and  others  would  say  that  the  light  machine  oodd  compete  on 
equal  terms  with  the  heavy.  That  at  present  remaioed  for 
them  to  determine,  and  another  year  miffht  prove  to  them  the 
fact,  should  they  be  enabled,  as  he  hoped,  to  put  the  fflsrhiaes 
into  a  suitable  crop. 

Mr.  B.  YxoMAN,  one  of  the  Judges,  said  the  masofic- 
turers*  dass  had  given  them  the  most  cufBcdty  to  dedde  spon. 
In  the  farmers'  class  there  was  not  so  much  to  occapy  their 
attention ;  for  the  work  was  in  some  instances  not  so  well 
done  as  they  could  have  yrished.  However,  that  wb 
accounted  for  by  the  lightness  of  the  crop,  and  the  wind  whiefa 
beat  it  down  so  that  it  would  not  stand  against  the  knirei,  it 
being  very  difficult  to  cut  unless  the  knives  were  in  the  highest 
state  of  perfection. 

Mr.  Bbook,  another  of  the  Judges,  thought  they  sboaU 
not  take  the  mowing  of  that  dav  as  a  sample  of  what  the 
machines  were  really  able  to  do ;  lor  he  had  seen  those  wluch 
had  seemingly  done  the  worst  to^y,  excel  on  other  oocasiou. 
He  believed  there  was  nothing  like  baring  a  good  start,  and 
setting  the  machine  properly  at  the  beginning,  in  order  to 
make  a  good  finish ;  but  u  the  competitor  were  up  to  the  mui, 
he  would  narrowly  watch  his  work  tliroughout^  and  if  he  saw 
anything  going  wrong,  not  hesitate  to  put  it  ri^ht 

Mr.  Hakding,  the  third  Judge,  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that 
looking  at  the  crop  and  drcumstances  over  which  they  had  so 
control,  the  work  was  as  well  done  as  might  be. 

Mr.  C.  Welch  called  attention  to  a  £aet  with  which  he 
was  much  struck,  viz.,  that  this  year  as  well  as  Isst  7^  . 
prizes  in  the  first  ckss  were  won  by  light  maohino,  snd  is 
the  second  or  farmers*  dass  by  heavy  dnught  machioes.  at 
could  not  understand  why  the  light  machine  in  the  hands  oi 
the  mechanic  should  always  win  the  first  prize,  whilst  in  ue 
hands  of  the  novice  the  heavy  sort  was  dways  sacceBsnu- 
Now  the  thing  they  wanted  was  the  machine  that  was  most 
complete  in  the  hands  of  their  labourers.  They  didn't  gene- 
rally want  to  get  machines  to  work  them  tbemidyes,  *^^^j^ 
he  had  a  very  good  machine  which  he  had  worked  tii  ue 
season,  and  no  doubt  many  others  had  done  the  '^\^ 
saw  a  young  man  present,  a  farmer's  son,  who  had  worke* 
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ligkt  fluduBe  and  won  a  prize  to-day  in  the  nuiaafiietaring 
COS.  Of  eoone  that  geatleman  was  posMiaed  of  more 
bovMge  aad  iatelligenoe  than  the  generality  of  laboaren, 
nd  thodbie  hii  loocess  was  no  proof  of  the  aoperior  nsefol- 
■en  of  my  particalar  machine  for  labonrers'  use.  He  should 
be  ^  if  any  manufibctnrer  preaent  wonld  eiTe  Mm  an  expla- 
Bitua  of  the  Cut  he  had  stated  with  regard  to  the  heavy  and 
light  wachincs. 

Mr.  BuaoESs,  in  reply,  Tentared  to  dispute  the  fbct  that 
besTj  TBirhinfs  were  always  the  winners  in  the  farmers'  daas. 
Lsit  year  at  Radstoek  the  ftrtt  prise  in  the  manuiaetnrers* 
dan  wBs  taken  by  Woods,  and  the  second  by  Bu^jcess  and 
Ke;;  sad  then  in  the  drivers*  class  the  first  three  prises  were 
taken  by  Boigess  and  Kej's  machines  in  a  competition  with 
Hgfat  others— and  theirs  was  a  very  light-dranght  machine. 
It  WIS  a  gneation  simply  of  the  dnving-rod.  If  they  had  a 
lou  driTin^-Tod  bronght  down  at  an  angle,  they  must  have 
udoe  friction — and  that  was  the  only  way  he  oonld  account 
ix  the  difference  referred  to. 

Mr.  WiLCH  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  Woods'  machine 
ns  vorking  an  the  same  principle — ^from  a  long  driving-rod. 

Mr.  BuaGSss  replied  tnat  it  was  not  so  much  of  an  angle. 
He  explained  that  the  reason  why  some  machines  were  so 
heavy  m  draught  waa  because  they  were  badly  proportioned. 
At  the  preaent  time  all  the  machines  were  got  up  to  work  very 
v«tl;  sad  the  pointa  to  be  looked  to  in  selecting  a  machine 
were  light  dransht — ^which  was  very  important  as  a  question 
of  expense— and  the  easy  and  inexpensive  renewal  of  any  part 
that  became  worn. 

Mesais.  Woods'  representative  denied  that  it  was  the 
length  of  the  driving-rod  which  was  a  disadvantage  to  the 
heavT  machines ;  but  at  the  aame  time  he  believed  it  would 
Bot  bs  long  before  the  superiority  of  light-draught  machines 


was  a  general  conclusion.  The  heavy  machines  wonld  be  laid 
aside,  and  light  ones  bronght  into  general  use.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  there  might  not  be  some  extraordinary  crops  in 
certain  seasons— perhaps  even  2|  tons  per  acre — wbich  would 
require  heavier  machines  than  were  used  upon  ordinary  occa- 
sions. Bat  he  did  say  that  if  they  had  got  one  field  out  of 
ten  where  they  wanted  a  heavier  machine — speaking  from 
experience,  he  could  tell  them  that  if  they  took  off  the  boy, 
when  they  found  the  machine  did  not  work  so  well  as  it 
should,  and  put  on  a  heavy  man  in  his  place,  they  would  find 
it  an  improvement.  He  argued  that  it  would  be  better  for  a 
fiurmer  to  wear  out  a  lieht  machine  a  year  or  two  sooner  tiian 
to  wear  out  his  horses  by  using  a  heavy  one. 

Mr.  Brook  said  he  had  suggested  to  the  committee  that 
in  awarding  manufacturers'  prizes  thej  should  take  into 
account  the  draught  of  the  machines ;  hot  they  told  him  the 
judj^es  had  nothing  to  do  with  anvthing  except  the  best 
cutting.  Another  consideration  which  he  would  recommend 
to  makers  was  this — ^which  he  was  sure  they  could  carry  out 
with  the  greatest  ease — ^that  they  should  fix  swathe-boards  to 
their  machines,  so  as  to  take  the  swathe  out  of  the  way  of 
the  wheels  and  the  horse's  feet,  and  so  prevent  it  from  being 
pressed  into  the  ground,  which  with  a  heavy  crop  was  often 
verv  injurious. 

Mr.  Yeoman,  referring  to  the  superior  success  of  the  com- 
petitors in  daas  1,  aaid  the  reaaon  was  very  simple.  In  the 
manufacturing  cUss  they  were  all  in  good  order— the  knives 
in  first-class  condition,  and  they  were  generally  new  machines ; 
whereas  in  the  farmers'  class  perhaps  the  machines  had  been 
in  use  many  years,  and  the  knives  were  not  in  the  best  condi- 
tion. He  thought  that  mieht  account  in  a  great  measure  for 
the  discrepancy.  One  of  the  successful  macliines  to-day  had 
been  in  use  seven  years. 


•FARMS    TO    LET." 


There  are,  it  is  aaid,  in  the  far-famed  county  of 
N'orfolk  some  fifteen  thousand  acres  of  land  in  one  certain 
district  that  would  threaten  to  be  very  shortly  unoccupied. 
Oa  the  lifter  soils,  ranging  away  from  Brandon  to 
Watton,  many  of  the  tenants  find  it  quite  impossible  to 
go  on  any  longer.  Not  that  the  Local  Taxation  sleight- 
of-hand  Ima  already  been  tried  upon  them,  or  that  they 
have  come  to  protest  against  'paying  an  equivalent  in 
rent  for  a  set-off  in  rates.  Not  that  they  have  precisely 
sQccumbed  to  "the  three  disastrous  yean"  to  which  Mr. 
Sewdl  Read  spoke  so  feelingly  at  Harleston.  Not  that 
they  have  allowed  the  cattle-plague  to  beat  them,  or  a 
ran  of  low  prices  to  quite  starve  them  out.  These  are, 
&o  doubt,  serious  difficulties  against  which  the  farmer  has 
had  to  contend,  but  even  these  are  scarcely  sufficient  to 
Keount  for  the  cnriooa  fact  of  there  being  so  much  land 
to  let  in  the  highly  cultivated  county  of  Norfolk. 

IaX  us  tnm  again  for  a  moment  to  that  very  useful 
discuiaion  at  the  Harleston  dinner,  where  the  key-note 
*»•  struck,  perhaps  unwittingly  enough,  very  early  in 
the  afternoon.  Sir  Willoughby  Jones  in  advocating  the 
growth  of  sogar  in  this  country  essayed  to  show  how 
"  our  elimate  waa  manifestly  becoming  dryer  and  hotter, 
u  it  was  certain  to  do  by  the  throwing  down  of  hedges 
utd  the  cutting  down  of  hedgerow  timber ; "  and  climate, 
u  we  take  i^  will  ever  1m  a  seriona  consideration  in 
thorooghly  testing  such  an  experiment.  Bnt  Sir  Wil- 
loaghby's  argument  was  nipped  in  the  bud ;  they  don't 
throw  downhedgerowsand  don't  cotdown  hedgerow  timber 
in  Norfolk.  Mr.  Charles  Howard,  a  stranger  who  seems 
to  "  have  had  his  eyes  about  him  "  during  his  travels,  said : 
"  F  never  was  in  a  county  in  my  life  where  I  saw  so 
moeh  useless  hedge-row  timber.  I  am  quite  certain  of 
oae  thing— that  the  farmers  of  Norfolk  do  all  they  can  to 
ncet  the  ezigeneiea  of  the  timea ;  it  now  reats  with  the 


landlords  to  help  them.  The  first  thing  they  should  do 
would  be  to  allow  them  the  privilege  of  cutting  down  thia 
beastly  rubbish — piecea  of  timber  which  if  they  stand 
fifty  yean  will  never  be  worth  a  sovereign ;  to  cut  down 
many  of  the  hedge-rows ;  and  to  destroy  the  great  pest  of 
the  farmers — the  tenants  of  these  wild  hedge-rows — the 
rabbits."  And  what  did  the  natives,  the  farmen  of 
Norfolk  say  to  this?  Luckily,  it  came  to  the  turn  of 
two  or  three  leading  men  to  speak  after  Mr.  Howard  sat 
down.  And  Mr.  England  was  ''  qnite  sure  if  they  did 
not  grow  too  much  timber,  they  harboured  too  many 
vermin ;"  while  Mr.  Henry  Overman  said  as  to  the  "  mora 
important  subject  of  hedge-row  timber,  they  were  living 
in  critical  times ;  and,  unless  the  landlords  went  a-head 
as  fast  as  the  tenants,  good-bye  to  their  having  any 
tenants  at  alll"  We  have  had  no  communication 
whatever  with  Mr.  Overman  on  the  subject  of  his  speech, 
as  it  is  not  from  him  the  rumour  reaches  us,  but 
it  does  look  as  if  he  had  those  fifteen  thousand  acres  of 
worse  than  waste  in  view  when  he  said  so  mnch.  But 
Mr.  Overman  said  more,  or  said  so  mnch  again  with  still 
greater  emphasis :  "  If  the  landlords  persisted  in  the  over- 
preservation  of  game  they  would  have  to  farm  the  land 
themselves.  The  misery  of  this  might  firat  of  all  fall 
upon  the  tenants,  but  it  would  afterwards  come  upon  the 
landlords,  and  perhaps  many  of  them  would  be  able  to 
find  neither  the  capital  nor  the  ability."  This  is  pretty 
plainly  put,  but  it  all  brings  us  back  to  our  opening  fact 
that  some  of  the  Norfolk  farmers  are  beaten  at  last,  not  by 
the  times,  not  by  any  lack  of  means  or  ability,  but  from 
being  denied  fiair  play  by  their  own  landlords. 

The  continual  discussion  of  this  evil  for  some  years  pait 
has  no  doubt  tended  to  its  occasional  correction  in  some 
quarters,  but  in  Norfolk,  always  a  game-ridden  county,  the 
abuse  is  with  many  landlords  rather  on  the  increase  than 
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otherwiM ;  and,  indeed,  *'  An  Aggrieved  Norfolk  Eurmer*' 
oflfers  a  Tery  likely  reason  for  this.  He  sayi  in  so  many 
words :  "  Now,  I  am  a  right  loyal  subject,  and  wish  weU 
to  my  Qaeen  and  all  her  family.  Bnt  one  fisct  I  cannot 
shut  my  eyes  against ;  that  is,  since  his  Royal  Highness 
became  a  landowner  in  Norfolk  we  have  double  the  game 
we  had  before,  and  this  is  caused  by  the  eau^ess  of 
our  country  gentlemen  to  haye  the  Prince  for  their  guest, 
whOst  the  tenant-farmers  have  to  pay  the  extra  expense 
incurred  by  rearing  an  extra  quantity  of  game  for  market, 
for  the  Prince,  of  course,  must  have  an  extra  good  day's 
shooting."  Putting  His  Royal  Highness  quite  out  of  the 
question,  there  is  no  possible  doubt  but  that  as  a  rule  the 
higher  the  rank  of  the  so  called  sportsmen  the  greater  the 
slaughter. 

It  is  well  to  take  a  district  so  celebrated  for  its  superior 
cttltiTation  as  "the  frightftil  example"  of  such  excesses,  and 
it  is  wholesome  to  haye  the  plague-spot  pointed  out  by  a 
man  in  many  ways  so  successful  in  his  Tocation  as  Mr. 
Charles  Howard.  The  Norfolk  formers  may  not  take 
to  Shorthorns,  perhaps,  as  Sir  Willoughby  Jones  would 
put  it,  the  climate  of  the  eastern  counties  does  not  alto- 
gether go  to  ripen  these  high-bred  animals ;  but  they  can 
grow  polls,  and  Beyons  and  Downs,  and  horses  and  bar- 
leys, all  of  the  veiy  best,  and  yet  still  Mr.  Howard  sig- 
nificantly shakes  his  fore-fiuf^r  at  them,  and  says  "  I  am 
not  going  to  find  fsult  with  your  fiiirmiug,  bnt  if  you 
don't  look  out  you  will  no  longer  hold  the  position  you 
haye  done ;  other  counties  will  soon  trip  you  up."  No, 
no,  Mr.  Howard,  it  will  not  be  any  other  county,  not 
eren  Bedfordshire  that  will  trip  Norfolk  up ;  but  what 
will  drive  the  Norfolk  farmer  from  "  the  position  he  has 
so  worthily  held,"  will  be  the  hedge-rows,  the  rabbits, 
the  battues,  and  the  kndlords.  Down  in  Deyonshire  the 
other  day,  Mr.  Knowles,  when  following  Canon  Oirdle- 
stoue  said,  "  The  large  landowners  cultivated  their  land 
in  the  outset,  hot  finding  it  did  not  pay,  let  it  off.  He 
would  ask  what  was  the  reason  it  did  not  payP 
Because  it  was  so  over-run  with  hares  and 
rabbits.  The  owners  of  coppices  and  preserves 
ought  to  pay  much  heavier  taxes  than  they  did." 
It  would  so  seem  that  here,  once  again,  firom  the  same 
causes  we  srrive  at  very  different  results.  In  the  West 
the  owners  have  been  in  the  habit  of  farming  the  land 
themselves  until  they  can  do  so  no  longer,  when  they 
let  it  out  to  tenants.  In  the  East  the  tenants  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  farming  the  land  until  they  can  do  so  no 
longer,  when  they  return  it  to  the  owners ;  the  reason 
being  precisely  the  same.  As  Mr.  Knowles  says,  they 
find  that  holding  land  does  not  pay,  because  it  is  so  over- 
run with  hares  and  rabbits.  Sir  Massey  Lopes  has,  if 
we  recollect  aright,  in  his  scheme  for  the  re-adjastment 
of  local  burdens,  some  sort  of  penalty  in  store  for  these 
coppices  and  preserves  which  they  are  denouncing  in  the 
West  almost  as  energetically  as  they  are  hedgerows  in  the 
East ;  bnt  how  would  such  a  proposition  fore  with  the 
county  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  ?  On  this 
nbject  there  is  no  class  in  Parliament  so  thoroughly  sel- 
fish, or  so  unmindful  of  those  they  are  supposed  to  repre- 
sent. The  Farmer's  Friends  would  tax  the  farmer's 
gun,  or  if  they  do  not  dare  say  so  much  they  carefhlly 
keep  out  of  the  way.  It  should  be  the  business  of  Mr. 
Sewell  Read  and  Mr.  Pell,  who,  acting  for  Mr. 
Read,  carried  the  occupiers'  exemption  from  the  gun 
licence,  to  have  the  division  list  extensively  circulated,  and 
then  Suffolk  and  Watshire  may  see  how  much  it  has  to  hope 
for  and  how  little  to  depend  on.  In  Norfolk,  to  be  sure, 
if  the  heanr  game-preservers  turn  formers  they  eau 
represent  their  own  interests  in  this  way,  and  that  will 
tend  very  much  to  simplify  the  matter.  As  some  people 
are  argoiag  out  tho  business  of  betting  just  now.  *'  fiyenr 


THE    GAMB    EVIL. 

TO  THE  BDITOE. 

Sin, — ^I  have  rsad  with  pleasore,  for  months  psst,  your 
able  articles  on  the  game  qnestioa,  and  feel  mortiAed  st  the 
apatbj  and  indifference  of  my  own  county  on  this  momentoas 
question,  and  disappointed  beyond  measure  with  our  **  fanner 
member,**  Mr.  C.  S.  Read,  for  it  is  seldom  he  opeiu  his 
mouth  on  the  solgect  and  then  senerally  says  nothing,  or 
worse  than  nothing.  Our  Scotch  brethren  are  alive  to  tho 
prize  at  stake,  and  speak  oat  with  that  manliness  which  ooght 
to  pat  to  the  blosh  many  of  oar  Enslish  coantiet,  especiallj 
Norfolk,  which,  as  yet,  has  done  nothing  towards  the  amelio- 
ration or  repeal  of  those  grinding  laws  that  nine4enths  of  ov 
farmers  womd  ddight  to  see,  not  modified,  bat  repealei  let 
thejr  atand  still,  quietly  looking  on,  ^raid  of  their  laadlordi, 
afraid  to  riak  anything,  but  keep  in  the  backhand,  hope 
others  will  do  the  work,  and,  when  the  battle  u  over,  if  a 
victory  is  won,  would  then  valiantly  come  to  the  front  and 
reap  the  benefit 

li  we  look  closely  into  the  matter  we  shall  find  there  ii  a 
cause  why  oar  large  formers,  or  rather  leading  fonaen,  do 
not  apeak  out  on  the  game  question — it  is,  th^  are  aportiog 
men  themselves.  Th^  ^>e  the  Eaqoiie,  and  in  aome  dreles 
are  .very  extensive  gentlemeA  on  a  small  scale.  Uany  land* 
lords  know  the  weak  side  of  these  gentlemen,  and,  aa  it  were, 
propitiate  them  by  giving  them  a  fow  daya*  ahootiiig  doling 
the  aeason.  I  am  sure  it  would  amuse  yon,  Mr.  Editor,  coeld 
you  see  and  hear  these  would-be  Kentlemen-aportameo  the 
following  market-day  at  dinner— how  they  take  erery  o|ipor- 
tanity  of  showing  their  position  and  standing  in  society,  by 
informing  the  company  what  they  did,  how  they  did  it,  aod 
how  many  they  baned  to  their  own  gun  when  they  ibot 
with  the  Squire,  Sir  John,  or  my  Lord  so-and-so. 

But  I  will  leave  the  Norfolk  former  to  the  eooaolation  of 
hia  own  thoughta,  for  ^on  must  bear  in  mind  no  set  of  fflcs  in 
any  county,  from  the  inmost  recesses  of  their  hesrta,  hare  i 
more  bitter  hatred  of  the  game-lawa  than  the  men  who  till 
the  soU  of  Norfolk. 

To  return  to  the  game-laws,  which  every  honest  and  &ir 
dealing  man  must  regard  as  being  as  uigost  and  demoraliaog 
to  the  poor  man  as  they  are  injurious  to  the  tenant  farmer, 
I  ssy  the  iiyury  they  inflict  upon  the  tenant  is  incredible,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  neartburniags  occasioned  by  the  inioltt  be 
is  continoi^y  subject  to  from  tluit  tenants*  pest,  keepera,  vbo 
generally  are  more  arrogant  than  their  masters. 

But  there  is  another  reason  for  reform,  and  that  ia,  ue 
enormous  amouat  of  food  destroyed.  In  this  oouaty  it  u 
immense,  ss  it  is  no  exagi^ration  to  say  it  is  10  per  oeat.  oa 
all  grain  and  root  crops,  with  a  like  proiWTtion  on  all  artificial 
and  natural  graas.  And  all  this  waste,  in  the  face  of  an  in- 
creaaing  population,  for  what  P  Why,  to  proride  the  opper 
cruat  of  aociety  with  amusement  at  the  tensnta'  ^P^^ 
Perhsps  some  may  say  tliia  ia  a  matter  between  landlord  aod 
tenant ;  but  I  beg  to  say  it  is  not  the  case,  for  if  you  find  here 
and  there  a  landlord  who  deals  justly  and  tmly  with  bis 
tenants,  and  keeps  hia  word  (which  too  many  do  not)  as 
regards  the  amount  of  game  to  oe  preserved,  he  cannot  pro- 
tect you  from  the  neighbouring  landowner,  and  from  hia  >v^' 
footed  army  of  devils  called  hares  and  rabbits,  which  invade  | 
his  land  by  night,  and  devour  and  destroy  hia  crops  like 
locnsta.  It  is  a  lamentable  and  incontrovertible  fact  that  w 
generality  of  landlords,  however  estimable  their  characteri  u 
other  reapects,  have  no  hesitation  in  breaking  faith  ^^^^  ^ 
tenants  on  the  game  question,  keeping  double  snd^pjr 
number  agreed  upon  at  the  time  of  hiring;  and thii intolerable 
injuatice  has  to  be  endured  from  the  man  haring  inrated  w 
capital  in  the  knd.  The  most  the  tensnt  dsre  to  do  is  » 
make  a  quiet  and  respectful  complsint;  for  s  manly  ana 
stout  determination  to  nave  the  terms  of  his  sgieemest  ctf- 
ried  out  would  in  most  cases  be  followed  by  a  aotioe  to  qaii; 
and  poor,  helpless  John  Hodge  woald  hate  to  budge,  ua 
leave  his  capital  in  the  soU  behind  him,  whilst  the  worthy 
landlord  can  chuckle  over  the  game  he  haa  nlsyed,  and  loos 
out  with  soft  and  honeyed  words  for  another  anpe. 

The  remarka  that  I  have  made  refer  more  "~ 
ground  game ;  but  the  well-being  of  society  ~ 


thittbe 


game-laws  should  be  donp  away  with  s^jgether,  u  0oo» 
menee  of  the  demoraliiittg  eftiet  they  have  «yp«  wio^ 
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Ubouriflf  mm  if  set  to  trim  a  hedge  iu  Jane,  and  in  the 
ooBTK  of  kit  woA  he  fidls  in  with  a  pheasant's  nest  with  ten 
or  tveln  eggs.  It  is  well  known  (for  it  is  no  secret)  that 
gatknen  bareach  other's  eggs  and,  without  doubt,  some  of 
tfafir  own.  The  price  is  gencrallj  Is.  each ;  so  that  snch  a 
vd  voold  be  worth  at  least  10s.  See  what  a  temptation  this 
ia  to  a  poor  man  who  works  all  day  for  2s.,  and  sometimes 
kss.  He  takes  it,  and,  if  not  found  out,  looks  for  more,  until 
be  beeotoes  a  night  poacher ;  and  the  man  who  would  other- 
lise  bare  been  an  honour  to  the  sphere  of  life  he  moved  in 
bi,  throDgh  the  cursed  game-laws,  become  a  poacher,  a  thief, 
a  burthen  to  society,  and  perhaps  a  murderer.  How  much 
ioQger  in  this  enlightened  age  are  those  things  to  he  tolerated  P 
Are  we  to  be  compelled  to  gire  such  an  education  to  our  la- 
bosren*  children  as  will  make  them  dissatisAed,  and  unfit  them 
fiif  the  work  they  have  to  doP  Are  we  to  he  prevented  from 
oa^oying  the  hands  we  like  in  our  fields  in  consequence,  as  it 
ii  lilcfsd,  of  the  eontamination  of  the  sexes,  when  it  is  well 
faKm,  if  separated  in  the  day,  they  will  mix  together  at 
Is  it  not  a  fkrce  there  should  be    *' 


all  this  motheriy 
earefor  the  good  training  of  the  hnmble  classes,  and  yet  allow 
the  BOAStrons  game-laws  to  remain  untouched  P  And  why  is 
this  80  ?  Because  it  interfisres  with  the  interests  and  amuse- 
■eota  of  the  law-makers  themsdves. 

Now,  I  am  a  right  loyal  subject,  and  wish  well  to  my  Queen 
lad  all  her  ikmuy.  But  one  fact  I  cannot  shut  mj  eyes 
against :  that  is,  since  his  Boyal  Highness  became  a  landowner 
is  Norfolk  we  have  double  the  game  we  had  before,  and  this 
ia  esosed  by  the  eagerness  of  our  country  gentlemen  to  have 
the  Prince  for  their  guest,  whilst  the  tenant-farmers  have  to 
pay  the  extra  expense  incurred  by  rearing  an  extra  quantity  of 
pae  for  market,  for  the  Prince,  of  course,  must  have  an  extra 
good  dsj'a  shooting. 

It  ia  this  excessive  preservation  of  ^me  that  produces 
rtraiteaed  eircnmatanoes  and  great  privattoa  amongst  many  of 
the  teaaat-brmers ;  some  quite  ruined,  and  some,  driven  to  the 
depths  of  despair,  have  lost  their  reason.  Think  of  this,  you 
giae-vnservug  landlords,  and  draw  what  comfort  from  it  yon 
CUL  nx^ing  you  wiU  insert  this  ia  your  valuable  journal, 
I  am,  Mr.  Editor, 
Ah  Qbsoubs  and  AoaanvzD  Norfolk  Faxxer. 

Wett  KtrfoH, 

THE  GAME  EVIL  DT  NORFOLK 

TO  m  BDITOX. 

Su,— I  should  not  have  considered  it  neoessaiy  to  reply  to 
the  personal  observations  of  your  **  obscure  and  aggrieved 
Norfolk  &mier,"  bat  as  ehairman  of  the  Norfolk  Chamber  of 
A|rKaItan  I  musk  call  his  attentioa  to  the  important  and 
■porited  meeting  of  that  Chamber  on  the  dame  Laws  held  about 
a  month  ago.  Both  the  amendment  and  resolution,  which 
were  carried,  enphatieally  condemned  the  over-preservation  of 
gnraad  nme,  and  suggested  practical  means  to  remedy  the 
eril.  Almost  all  the  speakers  denounced  the  present  game 
kwa,  and  there  was  no  shirking  responsibility  and  no  en- 
deavour to  break  the  discussion.  I  think  the  Norfolk  fhrmers 
at  that  meeting  and  elsewhere  have  spoken  out  manfully,  yet 
Rspedfjally,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  tne  Sootch  tenantry  have 
dose  more,  for  at  present  all  their  efforts  to  amend  the  griev- 
anee  have  ended  in  the  production  of  some  half-dosen  biUs 
vhich,  instead  of  showing  an  unanimity  of  opinion,  display  a 
BnffuUr  anumnt  of  division  upon  the  suoject. 

I  would  also  state  that  I  ipoved  the  Norfolk  resolution  as  an 
UMudment  to  one  of  the  propositions  of  the  Central  Chamber 
of  Agriculture.  Pindin^f  the  meeting  giMtly  in  fhvonr  of  the 
nigual  proposal,  I  withdrew  it,  and  it  is  possible  that  what 
I  uid  may  not  be  regarded  by  all  my  brother  farmers  as 
"  worse  than  nothing.*'  At  any  rate  I  have  sinee  had  the  cold 
ihooldsrfirom  sundrr  game  preservers,  and  alao,  I  am  thankfol 
to  «7,  the  thanks  or  many  tenant-farmers. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Class  Sswsll  Rsas. 

fU  fmmi  Clmby  SaMwy  Square,  Ltmdw,  July  7. 

MOWING  MACHINE  TRIAL  IN  DBVON- 
SHIBE. 
Atrial  tookphoe  at  North  Moltonofmowiogmachines. under 


Out  of  the  thirteen  entries  nine  appeared.  The  makers  and 
who  entered  the  machines  were  as  fbUows :  Samuelson,  those 
Wood  (wood  frame).  Wood  (iron  frame),  Howard  (Bird, 
North  Molton),  Bamlett  (Bird,  North  Molton),  Burgess 
and  Key.  Fitge,  Lewis  and  Hoole  (Bird),  Wood  (Dock- 
inn)-  The  trial  ground  was  steep  and  ridgy,  and  the 
judges  ordered  a  second  trial  of  the  following  machines: 
Samuelson,  Bargess  and  Key,  Wood  (iron  frame).  Wood 
(wood  frame),  and  Bamlett*s.  With  the  exception  of  Messrs. 
Samuelson's  and  Wood's  machines  they  were  worked  by 
labourers  of  the  district  After  a  long  and  patient  trial  the 
judges  awarded  the  prizes  as  follows :  First  prize  of  £10  to 
Samuelson,  second  of  £5  to  Wood  (iron  frame),  and  com- 
mended Bamlett.  The  judges  were  Messrs.  Buckingham 
(AUer),Fb88more(Whiteott),  and  Breally,m«ohimst  (Molland). 


MOWING    MACHINE    MATCH    AT 
PRESTON. 

The  following  decision  was  given,  on  Fridaythe  8th,  for  the 
Challenge  prixe  of  £60  bv  the  judges— Mr.  W.  Clarke,  fiis- 
pham  Farm,  near  Ormskirk ;  Mr.  fienzy  Neild,  The  Grange, 
Worsley ;  and  Mr.  Christopher  Riehmond,  Elm  House,  Thorn- 
ton, near  Liverpool.    Their  Report  ran  as  follows  :— 

Trial  of  mowing  machines  near  Preston,  in  the  match 
between  Messrs.  Pickalev,  Sims,  and  Company,  of  Bedford 
Leigh,  Laneashirs,  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Bamlett  of  Think,  York- 
shire: A.  s.  P.  Lot.  Lot. 
Field  No.  1,  eonsistiug  of  3  2  88  allotted  A  and  B. 
Field  No.  9,  consisting  of  3  1  30  allotted  C  and  D. 
Field  No.  3,  consisting  of  6  2  24  aUotted  E  and  F. 
Field  No.  4^  consutingof    6    0  28  allotted    O    and    H. 

Lot  A  feu  to  Mr.  Bamlett,  whose  machine  commenced  at 
6  12  and  finished  at  8  10.  Lot  B  fell  to  Messrs.  Picksley 
and  Sims,  whose  machine  commenced  at  6  21  and  finished  at 
8  l^,  and  we  unanimously  decide  the  work  on  Lot  B  is  much 
the  best. 

Lot  2,  dirided  into  lots  C  and  D :  Both  machines  commenced 
work  at  8  40.  Lot  C  fell  to  Messrs.  Picksley,  Sims,  and  Co. 
and  was  completed  at  11  9.  Lot  J>  fell  to  Mr.  Bamlett,  whidi 
was  complete  at  11  44.  The  work  done  is  pretty  equal  in 
merit,  but  aliffhtly  in  Ikvour  of  Messrs.  Picksley  and  Sims. 
This  field  had  heen  very  imperfectly  picked,  and  abounded  with 
stones  and  dinkers ;  the  manure  had  been  badly  spread,  and 
the  machines  were  very  severely  tested  by  this  neglect. 

No.  3,  divided  into  £  and  F :  Both  machines  commenced 
operations  about  one  o'clock.  This  is  an  awkardly  shaped 
field  for  a  mowing  machine  abounding  with  grips  and  other 
irregularities  of  surface.  Lot  E  fell  to  Messrs.  Picksley, 
Sims,  and  Co.,  and  lot  F  to  Mr.  Bamlett.  Both  parties  com- 
pleted at  one  and  the  same  time.  A  sinffular  (Quality  of  work 
was  manifested,  our  decision  being  that  both  sides  of  the  field 
were  equal ;  but  the  centre  portion  is  in  favour  of  Messra. 
Picksley,  Sims,  and  Co. 

No.  4.  divided  into  loU  0  and  H :  Lot  G  feU  to  Mr. 
Bamlett,  who  commenced  at  6  6,  and  finished  at  8  59,  and 
lot  H  <  to  Messrs.  Picksley,  Sims,  and  Company,  who  com- 
menced work  at  5  55,  and  flniahed  at  8  56.  We  decide 
that  (G,  on  the  whole,  is  the  best  work  we  have  seen  dur- 
ing the  day ;  but  it  is  onlv  just  to  say  it  is  the  most 
favourable  portion  of  the  whole  ground  for  the  operation ; 
while  lot  H  had  some  open  cross  drains  of  a  most  trylog  de- 
scription for  a  machine  to  encounter.  The  time  actuuly  oocu- 
piea  in  the  work  by  Messrf.  Picksley,  Sims,  and  Company, 
was  11  hours  and  58  minutes,  and  by  Mr.  Bamlett,  12  hours 
and  31  minutes,  being  S3  minutes  in  fiivour  of  Measrs. 
Pickslev,  Sims,  and  Co.  While  we  acknowledge  the  re- 
markably close  competition  in  this  unparalleled  trial  to  be 
almost  a  tie,  we  are  unanimous  in  declaring  our  award  to  be, 
under  the  conditions  of  the  agreement  between  the  competi- 
tors, in  favour  of  Messrs.  Picksley,  Sims,  and  Co.  The  terms 
of  the  trial  were :  The  mowing  of  ten  acres  with  one  and 
the  same  machine,  with  two  knives  only,  with  one  driver,  and 
same  pair  of  horses ;  no  assistance  of  any  kind  allowed, 
sneh  as  sharpening  the  knife,  oiling,  or  the  like— all  of 
which  conditions  were  rigidly  carrira  put.  Quantity,  tim, 
and  ffuUUy  of  work  were  tne  tests  of  esoellenoe. 

On9  9f  *o  Jttdpi  writtui  t9  w  w»;rii  **l9»  will  ^m 
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with  me  it  u  in  nnpanlleied  tnt,  not  only  to  machinea, 
Iwt  to  horiM  especially,  as  alio  to  man.  You  will  note 
timt  the  jndgea  were  finally  thoronghljr  nnanimooi, 
and  the  contest  almost  a  tie,  bnt  still  fairly  and  well 
won  bT  the  Lancashire  firm.  I  ooveted  all  the  long  day  that 
yoorself  had  been  eye-witness  amongst  the  great  concourse 
of  aaaembled  fiurmen  and  others ;  bat  the  details  will  explain 


the  salient  points  of  this  most  important  contest  and  achiere* 
ment  of  merhanical  skill  OTer  the  roogh  nneren  Roond.  It 
was  marrelloos  that  the  machines  did  not  smaan ;  ds  one 
coold  credit  the  test  they  underwent  unless  by  witaenng  it. 
After  what  was  seen  yesterday,  in  small,  roogh,  ont-o(-ih^ 
fields,  with  gntters,  &c.,  no  old  prejadioe  can  be  tolerated 
against  using  these  machines.'* 


TENANT    BIGHT. 


At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Izworth  farmers*  Club  Mr. 
Hakuson  said  he  would  diTide  his  solyect  into  four  different 
heads,  Tia. :  First,  the  Landkrd ;  seoond,  the  Tenant ;  third,  the 
lAbourer ;  fourth,  the  Community  at  large,  first  as  to  the 
landlord.  It  has  been  said  that  if  tmunta  an  to  be  compen- 
sated for  the  outlaj  of  their  capital  upon  their  different  occu- 
pations when  leuTing  the  same,  that  tne  landford  will  be  in- 
jured thereby.  Now  to  this  argument  I  emphaticany  demur, 
and  how  the  landlord  is  to  be  iigured  by  the  outlay  of  the 
tenaat^s  capital,  in  the  improTement  of  h»  occupation,  I  cer- 
tainly have  yet  to  learn.    It  is  certainly  true  true  there  might 


not  be  so  many  aMUcanta  for  farms  as  at  pi 
the  better,  for  the  Umdlord  and  his  agent  too. 


tt;  so  moeh 

Inatend  of 

haTing  SO  or  40  apfilicants  as  is  frequency  the  case,  would  not 
three  or  four  prac&eal  men  of  bustnesa  to  choose  firom,  be 
mndi  better  far  an  parties  ooneeraedP  I  cannot  find  words  of 
my  own  to  prove  the  fallacy  of  sueh  a  statement,  equal  to  a 
quotation  1  saw  in  print  a  short  time  since.  A  gentleman 
(Mr.Gaird),8skmgago  aa  1850,  writing  to  the  TTmv  newv 
paper,  and  speaking  of  the  lineolnshire  Compensataon  Clauses, 
says,  "Till  tka  reign  of  George  IIL,  the  county  reasained  in  a 
neglected  stat^  the  fim  simple  of  the  now  cultivated  wdds  and 
heaths,  worth  little  aaore  than  their  prnent  annual  rent"  He 
says  fniiher  in  the  parish  of  lineoin,  six  years  ago,  four  ten- 
anU  renting  4,000  aeres  of  hnd  at  £125  each,  or  2s.  6d.  per 
acre,  became  bankrupts.  This  same  land  is  now  let  for  up- 
warda  of  £4^000  a-yesr,  paid  by  piuspeious  tenants^  and  it  is 
the  euktom  of  landkids  to  refuse  any  tenant  that  objects  to 
the  payment  of  compfnsatian  far 
iMapssoi 


fed  to  think  tiiat  earn  was 


Tcry  cJieap  at  that  time,  but  it  was  not  the  caae,  for  in  lookinr 
for  the  price  of  that  jenr,  I  find  it  £5  13s.  lOd.  per  qr.  I 
could  bring  forth  many  proofs  from  my  own  experience,  to 
show  that  this  Tenant-right  qacatioB  would  prove  of  equal 
benefit  to  the  landkrd  as  to  the  tenant,  but  I  forhcnr  as  Ihave 
already  exceeded  the  liasits  I  intended  for  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject. Next  as  to  the  tcwut.  Being  an  humble  tenant  former 
mysrii^  I  should  huTB  prefcrred  passing  over  thn  part  of  the 
soejcct  altogether,  but  then  a  link  would  have  been  wanting  to 
have  made  Uiis  paper  at  all  a  reasonable  one.  I  cannot,  there- 
fore, forbear  to  sey  a  few  words,  to  prove  to  you,  geatfemen, 
that  it  is  a  great  injustiee  that  one  ssan  shall  sow,  sod  another 
reu  the  firuito  of  the  other's  outlay.  I  will  suppose  a  ease, 
and  are  there  not  a  great  many  to  be  fiMmd  ?  of  aman  hiring 
a  form  in  a  thorough  bad  state  of  cultivation ;  he  throws  A 
his  energies  and  all  hia  capital  into  it,  and  perhaps  spends 


the  beat  part  of  his  life  in  the  improvement  of  his  oeeupation. 

The  hand  of  death  strikes  him  dm,  he  is  numbered  with  the 

dead,  and  the  form  he  hM  spent  his  health  and  his  wenlth 

unon,  passes  into  other  hands,  with  only  a  cosasMm  valuation. 

Kow  if  the  lineobshire  system  was  generally  adopted,  this  I  they  were  ti 

crying  evil  could  not  take  place,  and  it  would  be  for  better  isr  i  in ;  bnt  whe 

both  inndktfd  and  tenant,  inasmuch  aa  there  would  be  en-    called  upon 


abfe  to  pay  an^  rent  for  it  out  of  the  profits ;  then  four  jesn 
more  to  bring  it  up  to  the  mark,  and  wbnt  then?  Why.et^t 
years  gone,  tihe  tenant  begins  to  ask  himself  a  few  qnestioDs 
about  the  remaining  four  years — several  labourers  are  dis- 
charged, the  grazing  stock  is  suspended,  and  all  kinds  of  little 
improvements  laid  aside.  Then  there  is  the  six  moDths' 
notice.  This  is  much  worse  than  the  lease  standing  akne ;  no 
security  whatever,  and  but  little  chance  of  any  quantity  of 
labour  being  empfoyed.  I  don*t  say  but  that  there  are  a  fev 
cases,  with  noblemen  and  gentlemen  that  are  desiroai  to  do 
justice  under  sndi  agreements,  but  they  are  the  exeeptioa  ind 
not  the  rnle,  conseanently  the  labourer  must  suffer  therebj. 
The  question  will  then  arise,  how  are  ure  to  improve  on  Uie 
present  system?  To  this  question  I  would  reply,  give  two 
yenrs*  noboe,  make  it  bbding  by  law,  pay  for  all  nnexhsosted 
improvementa,  snch  aa  draining,  mucking,  claying,  seeding, 
and  denning  land,  all  kinds  of  feeding  staJs  consumed  upon 
the  form,  in  proportion  to  time.  Wmfe  I  btrongly  nrre  tl>e 
justice  of  this  state  of  thincs,  I  would  call  upon  ue  oenigent 
tenant  to  compeasate  lor  all  dilapidationa,  and  I  firmly  belleTe 
if  sueh  were  the  ease  the  poor  would  be  much  better  em- 
plpyed  than  at  present ;  bnt  I  must  not  difote  any  looger  oo 
this  part  of  the  subject,  but  pam  on  to  the  fourth  and  last 
part,  being  the  community  at  large.  I  need  not  my  modi 
upon  thia  bead.  It  is  well  known  that  the  coasnmen  mut 
be  hiaers,  if  the  land  is  not  half  cultivated  and  the  poor  not 
half  employed.  The  quantity  of  com  and  meat  required  for  thii 
country  is  enormous,  consequently  every  effort  ought  to  be 
made,  and  every  encourageasent  ought  to  be  given  for  the  fsll 
devdopment  of  the  eap^ihties  of  this  our  sea-girt  isle.  It 
is  well  known  that  the  working  population  are  tM  oonsiunm, 
both  of  food  and  raiasent ;  and  Ifinuly  believe  that  if  greater 
seearity  was  given  for  the  outlay  of  capital  than  at  present, 
that  a  great  boon  would  be  confHred  upon  the  commimity  at 
large,  and  that  large  tracts  of  fend  not  yet  cultivated  at  all, 
and  a  very  large  portion  aa  yet  nothalf-fenaed,  would  be  made 
to  yield  large  crops  of  all  kinda  for  the  vrdl  being  of  our  fel- 
low-creatnrea. 

Mr.  W.  Matthxws  was  in  fovour  of  doing  away  with  the 
hmdioid's  priority  of  daim  to  rent.  This  wouU  lead  to  Teoaot 
Right,  becnaae  the  landlord's  interest  would  then  be  the  am 
aa  that  of  the  tenauL  What  was  wanted  was  security,  and 
without  that  outlay  eonU  not  be  expected. 

Mr.  Masuuld  hdd  that  alftemnons  might  be  made  which 
would  be  for  the  benefit  of  fausdkrds,  tennnta,  and  labonren. 
This  might  be  either  by  a  lease  of  the  most  liberal  bad,  a 
system  of  Tenant  Bight,  by  whidi  a  former  was  compeanted 
for  uunhanstrd  improveasenta,  snch  asdraini 


draining,  marliDg,  asd 

cbying,  and  also  for  feeding  stu&  used.    He  would  give  do 

for  nrtificial  manarea  used,  beeaaae  he  beliered 


they  wen  taken  out  of  the  land  ahnoataa  font  as  th^werepat 
in ;  bnt  when  af 


I  pam  on  to  the  third 
beBevethis  part  of 


\  for  the  outhy  of  eapataL 

Sit  of  thia  anlgecft,  the  Ubower,  mid  1 
is  Mor  to  be  of  the  utmoa*  importaufr,  and  I  do  feel  it 
neeanl  lo  say  4  few  things  upon  tiie  different  mo^  of  letting 
land,  to  show  how  the  labowmr  aa  benefited  or  i^juicd  thereby. 
There  are  several  modus  of  letting  land  in  this  country,  but 
the  princmal  ones  are  theae,  via.,  by  lease,  and  1^  six  ssonths* 
lice.  If  ow  both  these  are  unaonnd  in  prindple,  standing 
If  yon  tnkn  the  lease,  without  rompimmtion  dnuae. 


what  does  it  do  for  an  enterprbing  tenant  beyond  aeeurinc  to 
him  hb  oeeupniMn  up  to  the  tiaM  for  which  be  had  bargained 
for  the  same.    Sunpoae  we  say  the  lease  is  for  twelve  years. 


Suppose 
linaaad  a 


und  the  form  in  a  bad  state  when  he  enters,  it  will  take  four 
jean  to  *-*  **  ^-**  -^  middling  order,  and  without  being 


former  had  spent  a  good  deal  in  oilcake,  sod  vaa 
to  leave  at  very  short  notice,  it  wm  a  nest  ui- 
iostiee  to  nim,  becnnse  there  was  a  lot  of  money  left  ia  the 
land.  The  vahaatidn,  however,  should  not  be  in  propoitioo  to 
the  priee  paid  lor  the  food,  hut  aeeording  to  its  nature.  He 
wouhi  mnke  it  as  nenriy  impoBBihk  for  a  tenant  to  km  by  bei^ 
subsectto  six  nmnthi*  note  the  cavatal  he  had  pat  into  the 
land,  as  it  was  now  tat  a  landlord  to  mae  his  reaL 

It  was  asserted  by  sevetal  saemhen  that  the  effect  of  the 
landlord's  priority  was  that  form  were  snanBtimea  let  to  mea 
of  straw;  whereas  without  it  they  would  get  better  teaaata-- 
BBcn  of  eapatnl,  who  WQuU  form  the  hud  better. 

Mr.  Hattksi  snid  he  alwma  endenvound, in  hiriog sum, 
to  make  the  best  bargain  he  couh^te  so  kmg  tt  there  was  w 
much  competition  as  there  was  at  picaent  one  coald  not  hin 
exactly  as  one  liked.    They  could  not  get  paid  for  unexhaasted 
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iiapiureine&b  imleu  the  Luidlerd  consenied  to  it,  fur  if  one 
vmildnot  tftJw  a  Cum,  another  woidd.  In  his  opinion  it 
wooU  be  for  the  interest  of  the  tenant  and  also  of  the  knd- 
lord  if  nneshaQsted  improTements  were  paid  for,  but  then  they 
Bust  be  real  ones  Talued  by  a  disinterested  person,  for  some  of 
them  had  fancies  in  farming,  and  wliat  one  considered  an  iin- 
proTement,  another  would  not. 

Mr.  HiLLEK  said  tlie  present  position  of  aflairs  was  not 
nhsbctoiy,  and  n-aa  capaVle  of  some  considerahle  improTe- 
nent.  It  seemed  to  him  a  matter  completely  of  prirate 
inangement  between  the  parties,  and  one  in  which  no  outsider 
eodd  interfere.  W^ben  a  tenant  had  no  definite  holding,  but 
^mi  from  year  to  year,  they  fell  back  upon  the  custom  of  the 
eonntiy,  and  it  might  be  a  question  whtther  that  was  safii- 
datly  defined.  It  offered  certain  compensations,  and  the 
question  was — were  they  sufficient?  Valuations  mirht  be 
brought  down  by  the  landlord  paying  the  rent  and  charges 
opoa  &lbws  hinuelf,  and  thas  room  would  be  made  to  allow  I 
for  onexhausted  improyements,  without  materially  enhancing  ' 
the  amount  of  the  valuation.  It  was  a  great  evil  if  a  young 
maa's  whole  capital  was  locked  up  by  a  valnation,  for  his 
Rsoaroes  were  thua  weakened,  and  he  was  crippled  for  want  of 
eapitaL 

The  CoAiBHAN,  Mr.  £.  Green,  M.P.,  said  he  had  a  difll- 
coltj  in  deciding  whether  he  should  prefer  a  lease  or  a  tenancy  i 
from  year  to  year,  with  two  years*  notice  to  quit,  and  a  com-  . 
peasatioB  for  unexhanated  improvements,  suitable  to  the  farm  ! 
ne  occupied ;  for  what  were  unexhausted  improvements  on  one  , 
firm  would  not  be  on  another.  When  a  man  was  going  out  | 
he  sboold  hare  two  years'  notice,  but  it  was  a  hard  tiling  for  i 
sU-^he  outgoing  and  incoming  tenants  and  the  hibonrers. 
I^  also  kziow  that  the  suffering  generally  fell  upon  the  k-  , 
brartri,  for  at  the  end  of  a  lease  there  were  not  so  many  men 


employed.  Asain,  it  was  stipulated  in  every  lea&c  thai  a  farm 
should  be  cultivated  in  a  husband-like  manner,  but  what 
remedy  had  a  hiudlord  against  a  tenant  if  he  left  a  farm  in 
bad  condition.  If  a  tenant  had  broken  the  covenants,  he  had 
known  of  a  landlord's  recovering,but  never  when,  while  fulfilling 
his  agreement,  he  had  left  the  farm  in  a  bad  condition.  Yet 
this  was  a  loss  to  the  landlord,  for  he  must  let  it  at  a  lower  rent. 
There  was  one  covenant  he  would  never  insert  in  a  lease  if  he 
were  letting  land — that  about  selling  liay  off  the  farm,  as  he 
held  there  were  times  when  the  tenant  could  make  much  more 
of  it  by  selling  it  than  by  consuming  it,  and  afterwards  bring 
the  price  back  again  in  feeding  stuffs.  As  to  prioritv  of  claim, 
he  believed  it  would  be  a  great  evil  to  do  away  witn  it,  for  in 
the  first  place  the  landlord  would  in  all  probability,  if  it  were 
abolished,  require  a  bond  for  the  rent,  and  would  insist  upon 
having  the  rent  pnnctually ;  and  although  it  was  desirable  tuat 
men  of  no  capital  should  not  be  allowed  to  take  farms,  vet 
how  many  hundreds  of  men  had  risen  by  bein^  allowea  to 
take  u  farm  with  borrowed  capital  added  to  some  httlc  of  their 
own !  As  to  the  covenants,  he  did  not  think  they  could  depart 
from  the  four-course  system  with  advantage  ;  ne  knew  if  he 
did  on  his  own  land  he  saw  the  difference  in  his  crops.  His 
only  covenants  in  a  lease  would  be  as  to  the  last  two  years—* 
supposing  two  years*  notice  to  be  given — for  excepting  at  that 
time  he  aid  not  belitve  a  man  could  farm  badly  and  not  injure 
himself.  He  thought  they  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
they  would  desire  to  make  their  own  bargains  with  their 
landlords,  but  that  if  they  could  make  an  improvement  in  the 
relation  of  landlord  and  tenant,  or  in  that  of  the  incoming 
and  outgoing  tenant,  they  would  be  doing  good.  He  did  not 
see  how  they  were  to  legislate  in  the  matter,  but  he  was 
in  favour  of  ^ving  as  much  liberty  as  possible  to  tenant 
farmers, 


BUYING    BY    ANALYSIS. 


Whatever  may  be  the  eventnality  of  the  next  harvest 
a»  regards  cereals,  it  is  quite  certain  that  there  will  be  a 
ijreat  deficiency  of  the  fodder-crops  for  winter — viz., 
stnw,  hay,  and  swede  turnips.  What  white  tnmips  may 
?row  to — anything  or  nothing — is  uncertain.  Now 
these  are  the  crops  which  make  milk,  mntton,  and  beef 
io  the  first  instance,  and  in  the  second  place  result  in  a 
»pply  of  manure  for  the  growth  of  future  crops  upon 
the  farm.  It  is  quite  clear,  therefore,  that  a  demand  for 
imported  feeding-stuffs  will  spring  up  to  some  extent 
proportionate  to  the  deficiency  of  the  home  crop  of 
Mder ;  and  a  similar  increased  demand  for  artificial  ma- 
aoies  will  arise  from  the  deficiency  of  home-made  ma- 
Bve,  consequent  on  the  same  case  and  circumstances. 
The  nereasity  for  great  attention  to  this  part  of  his  bnsi- 
Dcn  is  now  imperative  upon  the  farmer ;  nor  is  it  the 
lost  important  element  in  the  state  of  affairs  that  we  now 
eontemphite  that  the  farmer  is  called  upon  to  bring  in 
(rash  capital  to  make  these  necessary  nurehases  immc- 
^tely  after  the  loss  of  his  crops,  and  in  consequence 
them>f.  The  loss  this  year,  in  fact,  however  consider- 
able it  may  be  in  itself,  entails  a  further  investment  of 
npital  for  next  year's  purposes.  In  addition  to  this,  we 
We  the  announcement  of  the  advance  of  price  of  guano; 
ud  this  most  be  taken  in  company  with  the  well-known 
decrease  of  quality  in  the  article.  All  these  facts  com- 
bine to  make  it  clear  that  upon  the  manner  in  which  this 
9^  and  costly  necessity  of  the  farmers*  occupation  is 
curied  out  his  position  and  profits  will  greatly  depend. 

The  prevalence  of  the  system  of  adnlteration  in  nearly 
ul  artidea  of  oommerce,  and  especially  in  articles  of  con- 
■IfBptioD,  has  been  recently  exposed  in  the  papers  and 
I^Koised  in  the  Hooee  of  Commons,  as  such  revelations 
uTc  asBsted  to  make  public  opinion  ripe  for  legislation. 
.The  doctrine  that  the  mixing  of  materials  of  a  Tow  qua- 
lity with  tlioae  of  d  higher  quality,  and  even  that  lower- 


iog  the  saleable  price  of  goods  by  admixture  with  a 
cheaper  article,  though  the  same  be  a  harmless  ingredient, 
and  the  compound  a  necessity  of  trade,  has  been  in 
force  some  time.  The  fallacy  is,  however,  now  apparent, 
when  the  evils  that  it  has  led  to  are  fully  developed. 
That  the  public  will  have  low-priced  articles  may  be  ad- 
mitted; and  natural  it  is  that  the  labourer,  who  earns 
his  money,  should  be  careful  in  its  expenditure.  He  gets 
the  low-priced,  because  he  thinks  it  the  cheapest  article ; 
as  such  it  professes  to  be,  but  such  it  is  not. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  at  this  moment 
equally  reprehensible  modes  of  manufacturing  spurious 
manures  and  feeding-cakes  are  very  prevalent.  The  im- 
mense number  of  dealers  and  agents  for  manures  and 
feeding-stuffs  who  are  to  be  met  with  in  every  market 
bear  witness,  not  only  to  the  extent  of  the  trade, 
and  its  importance  to  the  farmer,  but  also  to  the 
facilities  afforded  by  it  for  making  profit  out  of  the  farmer's 
necessities.  It  could  not  otherwise  have  covered  the  large 
commissions  paid  to  travellers  and  the  enormous  inci- 
dental costs  as  well  as  the  expenses  proper  of  the  manu- 
facturer. Enormous  charges  over  prime  cost  have  thus 
been  naid  by  the  farmer,  even  though  the  article  sold 
was  what  it  professed  to  be. 

The  lessons  taught  us  by  the  inquiry  into  the  adultera- 
tion of  seeds  last  year  are  before  us  ;  when  the  leading 
merchants  and  growers  came  forward  to  state  that  they 
should  be  glad  of  legislation  to  put  a  stop  to  the  nefarious 
practices  of  the  trade,  by  which  they  were  compelled, 
wittingly  or  unwittingly,  to  sanction  the  arts  of  decep- 
tion, by  selling  adulterated  and  kiln-dried  seeds  purchased 
to  sell  at  a  low  price.  Similarly,  we  believe,  there 
arc  yet  many  manufacturers  and  merchants  who  have  in- 
vested considerable  sums  in  works  for  the  preparation  of 
manures,  oiUcakes,  and  feeding-meals,  who  would  be  glad 
indeed  if  we  ronld  by  any  legislation  get  rid  of  tho»« 
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"  Free  T.aaeert'*  in  the  trade,  who  are  nnserapiiloiii  as  to 
what  thej  offer  the  ftrmen,  prorided  that  it  will  aell. 

Incidental!/  then,  we  taj,  follow  the  example  of  the 
great  seed  houset,  and  aid  ni  in  detecting  and  exposing 
that  low  practice  in  the  trade  which  dependi  on  selling 
the  firmer  an  article  hy  a  name  to  which  it  is  not  en- 
titled. If  the  leading  houses  agree  to  sell  by  analysis 
with  a  warranty  only,  ther  will  do  much  towards 
purifying  the  trade,  and  Paniament  will  be  induced  to 
set  a  trap  to  catch  the  night-hawks  who  are  abroad  to 
pounce  upon  the  unwary  pigeon. 

In  a  similar  manner  it  is  for  the  intelligent  &rmer  to 
realize  his  true  jiosition  at  this  moment,  and  to  take 
eof^isance  of  the  increased  call  upon  his  pnrse  for  the 
articles  of  manure  and  food,  the  prevalence  of  adulter- 
ation, and  the  willingness  of  the  best  houses  to  co- 
operate with  him  in  putting  down  the  imposten  in  the 
trade ;  and  this  he  can  do  by  dealing  only  with  those 
houses  that  sell  by  analysis,  with  a  warranty. 

We  are  not  going  to  trace  the  details  of  the  adnltera- 
tions  that  are  now  prevalent  in  the  trade  connected  with 
agricultura.  The  great  evil  is  that  most  articles  are  not 
made  properly,  and  then  at  the  lowest  price  compatible 
with  their  cost;  but  are  mixed  before  sale  with 
eheaper  substances,  so  as  to  be  sold  at  a  certain 
figure,  which  is  low  enough  to  captivate  the  farmer,  and 
to  leave  a  great  profit.  Some  yean  ago  these  adnltera- 
tiona  were  manipulated  so  clamsUy  tiiat  detection  was 
easy.  Stones  and  sheUs  were  added  to  bones,  gypsnm  and 
water  to  guano,  mud  and  sand  to  linseed-cake  ;  but  now 
lower  qualities  of  guano  are  mixed  with  the  best,  inferior 
linseed-cakes  with  the  higher  priced,  and  various  kinds  of 
meals,  brans,  and  pollard  with  feeding-cakes  of  every 
description,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  detect  by  cursory 
inspection,  or,  indeed,  by  any  examination  short  of 
chemical  and  microscopic  analysis,  the  true  value  for  agri- 
eultaral  purposes  of  the  article — ^be  it  manure  or  feeding- 
cake — ^that  18  offered  to  the  farmer. 

We  are  aware  that  want  of  self-confidence  is  not  a 
common  trait  in  the  former's  character ;  bnt  in  this  in- 
stance modesty  will  be  a  merit.  If  he  attempt  to  buy 
his  artificial  manures  and  feeding  stuffs  as  he  buys  his 
pigs  and  his  sheep,  according  to  his  own  judgment,  he 
will  certainly  come  to  grief,  and  pay  for  more  than  he 
buys,  and  less  than  he  bargained  for.  We  cast  no  general 
censure  on  the  trade  in  which  iniquities,  we  are 
sonr  to  say,  exist.  There  are  many  "honourable 
men^'  in  the  commercial  department  of  agricnlture; 
and  many  respectable  men,  who  sell  these  articles  to 
iarmen,  are  not  the  parties  who  make  them,  and  they  may 

Sissibly  be  ignorant  of  the  exact  composition  of  what 
ey  do  sell.  They  unwittingly,  however,  assist  in  a  sys- 
tem which  is  prcsjndicial  to  agriculture  and  inconsistent 
with  commercial  morality^  and  it  is  for  them  to  become 
aware  of  the  nature  of  the  article  they  do  sell,  and  to  sell 
it  as  such ;  as  it  is  equally  the  duty  of  the  farmer  to  as- 
^trtain,  by  a  proper  analysis,  the  oomposition  and  com- 


mercial value  of  what  he  is  about  to  buy.  This  ones  doM, 
the  sdler  will  soon  look  out  for  himself,  and  no  longv 
utter  counterfeits,  and  escape  consequences,  on  the  plei 
that  he  did  not  coin  them. 

It  is  only,  then,  for  the  farmer  to  assume  the  modestf 
which  should  accompany  ignorance,  and  say  to  the  dealer, 
"I  am  profoundly  ignorant  of  the  composition  of  the 
article  that  you  offer  to  sell,  bnt  I  will  bny  it  subjset  to 
the  analysis  of  a  chemist,  and  to  his  opinion  as  to  its 
being  the  article  you  oall  it.*'  We  are  aware  that  it  naj 
appear  hnmiliating  to  confess  ignorance,  but  it  is  not  lo 
really.  Newton  felt  how  narrow  were  the  confines  of  tlie 
known  compared  with  the  unknown  when  he  described  sll 
the  knowledge  he  had  acquired  as  a  few  pebbles  g;atliered 
on  the  shore  of  the  sea  of  knowledge  *,  and  the  English 
agriculturist  must  not  be  too  proud  to  confess  his  own 
inability  to  eontend  with  the  shurp  practice  of  the  nn* 
scrupulous  trader ;  while  he  must,  at  the  same  time,  seek 
the  protection  which  science  only  can  give.  The  manu« 
facture  and  composition  of  artificial  nkannres  is  a  seientilk 
process,  and  as  a  study  is  interesting  and  instmctiTe ; 
bnt  the  art  of  adulteration,  so  as  to  secure  cheapness,  and 
escape  detection  is  one  that  is  equally  dependent  on 
scientific  knowledge  and  skilful  manipulation.  It  is  oolf, 
therefore,  by  the  aid  of  adence  that  such  attempts  can  be 
foiled.  The  same  hand  that  shaped  the  sword  esn  foige 
the  shield. 

To  a  considerable  extent,  then,  the  prevention  of 
adulteration  is  in  the  hands  of  the  farmer;  for  he  is  sore 
of  the  assistance  of  the  best  houses  in  the  trade  in  cany- 
ing  out  a  system  which  will  do  away  with  the  onfiir 
traden  by  doing  away  with  the  means  by  which  tlttf 
live ;  that  is,  the  system  of  buying  cake  and  manurabj 
the  sight,  the  touch,  and  the  smell,  all  of  which  senies, 
however  acutely  the  farmer  may  be  endowed  with  them, 
may  be  deceived. 

It  ia  no  use,  however,  waiting  until  Chemical  Societiei 
are  eatablished  in  all  the  rural  districts.  They  will  one 
day  be  as  plentifhl  as  parish  schools.  In  the  meantime, 
however,  the  steed  may  hunger  while  the  grass  gro^i> 
and  the  farmer,  in  the  position  he  now  occupies,  with  u 
important  outlay  to  make,  must  act  as  other  traden  do 
who  are  compelled  to  use  all  the  means  in  their  power  to 
obtain  information  as  to  the  quality  and  real  valne  of  the 
merchandiae  which  they  buv.  The  trader  who  bnjs 
brandy,  cloth,  or  tea,  employs  agents,  travellers,  or 
brokers  of  special  skill  to  ascertain  the  all-importtot 
point  of  the  quality  and  value  of  the  goods  in  question,  sod 
the  chemist  is  the  only  agent  the  farmer  can  employ,  to 
secure  him  his  money's  worth  of  the  article  which  he  hss 
to  buy  of  the  trade. 

With  the  fact  of  the  great  ontlay  absolutely  necessary 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  present  crops,  and  the  fact  thst 
special  efforts  will  be  made  by  the  trade  to  mske  the  most 
of  the  opportunity,  it  is  in  the  fi&rmer's  power,  and  it  sbomd 
now  be  his  practice,  by  the  simple  mode  we  have  proposed, 
to  encourage  the  fiiir  trader,  and  to  protect  himself. 
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Monthly  Council  :  Wednesday,  July  6.— Present, 
the  Dnke  of  Devonshire,  K.O.,  President;  the  Earl  of 
lichfleld,  the  Earl  of  Powis,  Migor-Oeneral  Viscount 
Bridport,  Lord  Kesteven,  Lord  Tredegar,  Lord  Vernon, 
Sir  Massey  Lopes,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Sir  A.  K.  Macdonald, 
Bart.,  Sir  H.  B,  Vane,  Bart.,  Sir  Watkin  W.  Wynne, 
Bart.,  Jif  ,F,,  Mr,  Bowly,  Mr.  Cautrell,  Coloud  ChaUoner, 


Mr.Davies,  Mr.  Dent,  M.P.,  Mr.  Dmee.  Mr.  Holland, 
Mr.  Wren  Hoskyns,  M.P.,  Colonel  Kingtcote,  MP.. 
Mr.  Leeds,  Mr.  Pain,  Mr.  RandeU,  Mr.  Btdly. 
M.P.,  Mr.  Shuttleworth,  Mr.  Stutter,  Mr.  Stone,  Mr- 
Thompson,  Mr.  Torr,  Mr.  Webb,  Mr.  Wells,  M.P„  Jw- 
Whitehead,  Mr.  Jacob  Wilson,  Professor  Simoads,  m 
Dr,  Voelcker. 
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Earl  Eowt,  of  OopflaU,  AtHentone,  Warwickshire,  was 
deeted  a  Gorernor  of  the  Society. 

The  fonowing  new  members  were  elected : — 
Aliii,  W.  Townlflj,  Campiea  Aih,  Wickham  Market. 
Btker,  Ber.£.  Loabridge,  Ranudca,  £mstoae,  Oxford. 
Btyky,  Eof.  W.  R.,  The  Vicanwe,  Cassington,  Oxford. 
B^nve,  Edward.  Oxford. 
Bonn,  Sdvard  H.,  Kinnlow,  Bridgnorth,  Salop. 
BovcB,  Humphrey  C,  Chesterton,  Bridgnorth,  Salop. 
Bofdell,  Hany  S.,  Solham,  Reading. 
Bhd|IaBd,  Stephen,  Springfield,  Tooting. 
Brigjia,  D.  Oiant,  Caloethorpe,  Louth. 
Coley,  Heniy,  Neaehley  Hall,  Shifnal. 
QnjidMla,  John,  Whitfer  Bridge,  Pontrfraot,  York. 
Dwiox,  Alexander,  20,  Avenue  Road,  St.  John's  Wood,  N. W. 
DoBxlas,  James  Bryant,  L,  Hampden  Street,  Nottingham. 
Hlftt,  Robert,  Cirencester. 

Emett,  WiUiam  Spencer,  Cariton  ColTille,  Lowestoft. 
Fox,  John,  Coalbrookdale,  Wellington,  Shropshire. 
PttTMs^  Captain  M.  W.,  Rogby. 
GuUiid,  T.  Bland,  HiHfleldsJUuiding. 
Gibwn,  Joseph,  Whelprigw,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 
GiUut,  Aichard,  Llynlloedd,  Machynlleth,  Montgomery. 
Onesaway,  George  Cattell,  Binswood  Cottage,  Leamington. 
Griffin,  George,  Torton,  Kidderminster. 
Hathorathwaile,  W.,  Lower  Lee  House»  Higher  Wyersdale, 

Dolohinhohne,  Lancaster. 
Hill,  John,  Wistaston  Manor  Hotue,  Nantwich. 
HovBu,  HeniT  A.,  Hallonghton,  Coleshill,  Warwick. 
Hamplirey,  Arthnr,  Walpole  St.  Peter,  Wisbeach. 
IshaiB,  Arthur  Q.,  Weston  TurriUe,  Tring,  Bucks. 
Josek,  Thomas,  English  Frankton,  EUesmere. 
adall,  George,  Marton,  Baschureh.    . 
Kiag,  John  Robert,  North  Ormsby,  Louth. 
ijofhi,  William  Edward,  li.  Carter  Gate,  Newark,  NotU. 
Mvur,  Richard,  Combs,  Honiton,  Deron. 
«rtiB,  Antoine,  Malagnon,  Qeneva. 
Jirtiu.  Heu7  W.,  Littlcport,  Isle  of  Ely. 
MeHatde,  John,  Chester. 
jfosdith,  David,  Teatsall,  Rugeley. 
JJMlemore,  Colonel,  Thomgrove,  Woroeeter. 
juidnd,  Daniel,  Preston,  Cirencester. 
JnUer,  T.  H.  Singleton,  Kirkham,  Lancashire. 
Xwt,  William  Msrtin,  Baschurch,  Salop. 
Moss,  fienjamin,  Ashiogton  Hall,  Bochford. 
^evtoti,  John,  Manor  Road,  Bermondsey,  S.E. 
Jnell,  Edward,  Chawley  Farm,  Cumnor,  Oxford. 
M  Captain  Charles  Perratt,  BeU  Hall,  Stourbridge. 
NoTTii.  W.  6.,  Coalbrookdale,  Wellington  Salop. 
ricbtock,  Henry,  Baschurch,  Shrewsbury. 
J^Prederick,Westmeon,  Petersfleld. 
Mtj,  William  WeUs.  The  Abbey,  Southam. 
3P|eri,  Richard  James,  14,  St.  Giles  Street,  Oxford. 
JP«ttoii,  James,  Chiloombe,  Winchester. 
KQot,  Walter  C.  Brogdale,  Ospringe,  PaYcrsham. 
^  Richard,  Weston  Villa,  Baschurch,  Salop, 
ijjompioa.  T.  Warren,  1,  Claremont  Bank,  Worcester. 
Jwpe,  Henry,  Buckingham. 
Tamw,  E.  Weston,  Brereton,  Rugeley. 
l^  E.  Waldo  Meade,  Stone  WaU,  Edenbridge. 
5»lker,  Joseph,  Chorlton,  Nantirich. 
»»d,  WilUam,  41,  St.  Oihis,  Oxford. 
wnm,  WilUam  Bichard,  108,  Eastgate  Street*  Chester. 

Jtttei,  PhiUp,  Coaldbrook  Hall.  WelUngton. 
JiUjsa^Hagh,  Chesterton,  Bridgnorth. 
«orley,Wiaum,  Stanton  Harcourt,  Eynsham,  Oxford. 

fi^AXCBs.— Major-General  Lord  Bridport  (chairman) 
F«ejlsd  the  report,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the 
^*^i^'s  receipts  daring  the  past  month  had  been 
H  V^^  ^r  the  committee,  and  by  Measrs.  QuUtcr, 
^k  Co.,  the  Society's  acoonntants,  and  found  cor- 
Jn-  TTie  halanoe  in  the  hands  of  the  bankers  on  June 
?!;»« £2.808  »s,8d..  and  £8,800  remains  on  deposit. 
J    ^Qtfterly  statement  of  snbscriptions  and  arrears  to 

'J*  8,  ana  the  ^narteriy  cash  account,  were  laid  on  the 


Journal. — ^Mr.  Thompson  (chairman)  reported  that 
the  Secretary  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Soei^K  des  Agriculteurs  de  France,  stating  that 
snbscriptions  promised  to  defray  the  expensea  of  the 
Congr^  International  of  1871  already  amounted  to  a 
large  sum,  and  that  it  has  been  decided  to  hold  the 
Congrds  during  the  last  fortnight  in  May. — ^This  report 
was  adopted. 

Chemical. — Mr.  Wells,  M.P.  (chairman),  stated  that 
the  Secretary  having  reported  to  the  committee  that 
Messrs.  Bradbum  and  Co.  had  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Editor  of  the  Agricultural  Gazette,  threatening  him 
with  legal  proceedings,  in  consequence  of  his  publication 
of  the  quarterly  report  made  by  the  Chemical  Committee 
of  the  Council  last  March,  the  committee  therefore  re- 
commended that  the  Secretary  inform  the  Editor  of  the 
AffrieuUural  Gazette  that  the  Society  are  prepared  to 
hold  themselves  responsible  for  the  publication  of  their 
own  proceedings,  and  the  reports  of  their  committees,  as 
fhmlshed  by  the  Secretary.  The  committee  also  reported 
that  Professor  Voelcker  had  reported  to  the  committee 
the  papers  which  he  had  fhrnished  since  1866,  based  npoa 
actual  experiments  made  by  himself  or  under  his  direction. 
Up  to  the  year  1865  theee  experiments  were  carried  oat 
on  the  farm  of  the  Roynl  Agricultural  College  at  Cirea- 
oester ;  since  then,  by  friends  of  the  Professor,  under  hia 
direction,  and  the  papera  published  in  the  Journal  are  the 
leault.  The  committee  and  the  Professor  request  the  oo« 
operation  of  any  member  of  the  Society  who  will  auggest 
and  assist  in  carrying  out  further  ezperimenta  of  th6 
same  nature.  The  following  is  the  list  of  papers  pub- 
lished: 

In  1866— Experiments  on  the  comparative  value  of  diiferent 
artificial  manures  for  raising  a  crop  of  Swedes. 

In  1858— Experiments  upon  Swedes,  with  remarks  on  the 
manures  employed,  made  in  1856  and  1857. 

In  1860 — Experiments  with  different  top-dressings  upon 
wheat,  made  in  1869. 

In  1860— Experiments  on  Swedes. 

In  1862— Experiments  with  different  top-dressings  upon 
wheat,  made  in  1859.*60  and  '61. 

In  1863— Experiments  with  different  top-dressings  upon 
wheat,  made  in  1862. 

The  preceding  experiments  were  done  on  the  &rm  at- 
tached to  the  Royid  Agricultural  College,  Cirencester. 

In  1864 — 1,  Salt  experiments  on  mangels ;  2,  field 
experiments  on  cloverseeds ;  8,  field  experiments  on 
clover  in  relation  to  the  changes  which  take  place  in  the 
field  and  stack  in  haymaking ;  4,  field  experiments  on 
crude  German  potash-salts  and  common  salt  on  mangels ; 
6,  field  experiments  on  root  crops ;  6,  field  and  laboratory 
experiments  in  relation  to  the  causes  of  the  benefits  of 
clover  as  a  preparatory  crop  for  wheat :  7,  field  experi- 
ments on  seeds  and  permanent  pasture ;  8,  field  experi- 
ments on  mangels  for  the  last  Journal, 

At  present  there  are  in  hand  for  publication  in  the 
forthcoming  Journal:  Experiments  on  potatoes.  And 
have  in  hand  the  results  of  several  series  of  experiments 
in  doveraeeds  and  permanent  pasture,  extending  over 
several  years; 

Experiments  are  in  progress  this  season  on  swedes  and 
turnips,  potatoes,  artificial  grasses,  and  permanent  pas- 
ture. They  are  undertaken  by  Messrs.  Coleman  and 
Hull,  York :  Mr.  Roberts,  Haslemere ;  Mr.  Cadle,  Olou- 
cester;  Mr.  B.  Lloyd  Baker,  Hardwick  Court,  Glouces- 
ter ;  Mr.  Norman,  Aspatria,  Carlisle ;  Mr.  Wall,  Bur- 
ham  ;  Mr.  Lloyd,  Hertford ;  Mr.  Sharpley,  Stilthorpe, 
Louth ;  Mr.  Kimber,  Abingdon,  who  also  has  in  progress 
experiments  on  the  different  forms  Id  which  phosphates 
are  most  beneficial  to  vegetation ;  comparative  experi- 
ments with  coprolites,  precipitated  phosphates,  bones, 
soluble  phosphi^tes,  ^. 
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The  qoestioa  of  the  variatiou  iuquality  of  guano  haying 
been  again  brought  before  the  committee,  and  suggeetiont 
having  been  made  that  some  standard  of  quality  should  be 
settled  by  the  importers,  and  all  cargoes  valued  accord- 
ingly, the  committee  advise  that  a  communication  be 
addressed  to  Messrs.  Thompson,  Bonar,  and  Co.,  the 
agents  of  the  Peruvian  Government,  calling  their  atten- 
tion to  the  many  complaints  scut  to  the  Society  as  to  the 
variable  and  inferior  quality  of  guano  as  now  imported, 
and  asking  them  if  they  can  propose  any  method  of 
placing  the  trade  on  a  more  satisfactory  footing,  and 
giving  some  more  certain  guarantee  of  the  quality  of  the 
cargoes  imported, — This  report  was  adopted. 

6ENERA.L,  Oxford. — Lord  Kesteven  reported  the 
following  recommendations  pf  the  committee :  That  Pro- 
fessor Simonds  be  allowed  the  travelling  eipenses  of  not 
more  than  three  veterinary  assistants  at  tha  Oxford 
meeting ;  that  the  charge  for  additional  land  at  Oxford, 
obtained  at  the  request 'of  the  Counoil,  amounting  to  £43 
2s.  6d.,  be  paid  by  the  Society;  and  that  a  further  sum, 
not  exceeding  £100,  be  granted  for  advertising  the 
Oxford  meeting. — This  report  was  adopted. 

Showyard  Contracts.— Mr.  Randell  reported  that 
the  committee  recommended  that  the  approaching  termi- 
nation of  the  existing  contract  for  showyard  works  be 
advertised  before  the  Oxford  meeting ;  that  certain  addi- 
tional works  at  Oxford  be  executed  according  to  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  honorary  director  and  the  surveyor ;  and 
that  the  surveyor  be  instructed  to  prepare  a  draft  plan  of 
the  showyard  for  Wolverhampton.— This  report  waa 
adopted. 

Implbmbnt. — Mr.  Thompson  reported  that,  after  full 
discussion  of  the  different  modes  of  dealing  with  the 
trials  of  steam-cultivating  machinery,  and  of  the  kinds 
and  amounts  of  prizes  to  be  offered,  it  was  resolved  to 
refer  to  the  Council  the  following  questions  : 

(I).  What  sum  shall  be  allotted  to  the  implement  trials  for 
1871,  bearing  in  mind  that  the  published  rotation  restricts 
these  trials  to  "  machineiy  for  the  cultivation  of  the  land  by 
steam-power  and  traction-en^ne  P** 

(2).  When  shall  the  meeting  of  the  committee  be  held 
which  shall  ill  the  classification  and  conditions  of  the  trials  at 
Wolverhampton  ? 

The  committee  recommended  that  the  exhibitors  of  steam 
cultivating  machinery  at  Oxford  be  invited  to  attend  a 
meeting  of  the  Implement  Committee  to  be  held  in  the 
showyard  on  Saturday,  the  16th,  at  3  p.m.,  and  to  offer 
for  the  consideration  of  the  committee  any  suggestions 
which  seem  to  them  advisable  with  reference  to  the  prizes 
to  be  offered  at  Wolverhampton.  This  report  having 
been  adopted,  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Thompson,  seconded 
by  Col.  Challoner,  and  carried  unanimously,  "  that  a 
sum  not  exceeding  £800  be  granted  for  implement  prizes 
in  1871."  The  special  meeting  of  the  Implement  Com- 
mittee to  fix  the  classification  and  conditions  of  the  trials 
to  take  pkce  at  Wolverhampton  was  fixed  for  Saturday, 
the  16th,  at  3  p.m. ;  and  the  committee  were  ordered  to 
report  to  a  special  Council  meeting  to  be  held  in  the 
showyard  at  Oxford,  on  Tuesday,  the  19th  inst. 

A  deputation,  consisting  of  the  Mayor  of  Wolverhamp- 
ton and  Mr.  R.  H.  Masfen,  on  behalf  of  the  authorities  of 
Wolverhampton,  was  then  received,  to  present  an  applica- 
tion for  leave  to  substitute  other  fields  for  those  which 
were  originally  offered,  for  the  trials  of  steam  cultivators 
in  1871.  The  question  having  been  carefUUy  discussed, 
it  WIS  moved  by  M.  Randell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Jacob 
Wilson,  and  carried  unanimously,  "  that  this  application 
be  granted,"  it  being  understood  that  the  Society  could 
obtain,  if  required,  50  aeres  of  strong  land,  at  a  cost  not 
exceeding  £10  per'aere. 


The  following  noblemen  and  gentlemen  were  appointed 
a  General  Wolverhampton  Committee  :— Duke  of  Devon- 
shire,  K.6. ;  Eari  of  Lichfield,  Earl  of  Powis,  Viscount 
Bridport,  Lord  Chesham.  Lord  Kesteven,  Lord  Vernon, 
Lord  Walsingham,  Sir  l^lassey  Lopes,  Bart.,  M.P. ;  Sir 
A.  K.  Macdonald,  Bart. ;  Sir  Watkin  W.  Wynn,  Birt., 
M.P.;  C.  E.  Amos,  T.  C.  Booth.  Edward  Bowley, 
Charles  S.  Cantrell,  John  CUyden,  B.  R.  Davies,  Joseph 
Druce,  W.  I.  Edmonds,  W.  F.  Fryer.  B.  T.  Brandreth 
Gibbs,  Richard  Homsby,  C.  Wren  Hoekyns,  M.P. ;  Col 
Kingscote,  M.P. ;  Robert  Leeds,  R.  H.  Masfen,  Riclnrd 
Milward,  Charles  Randell,  R.  C.  Ranaome,  M.  W.  Ridlev. 
M.P.;  WiUiam  Sanday,  Joaeph  Shuttleworth.  ThomM 
Stratter,  WiUiam  Torr,  Sir  H.  R.  Vane,  Bart. ;  F.  Wal- 
ton,  James  Webb,  William  Wells.  M.P. ;  Charles  White- 
head,  Lieut.-CoI.  Wilson,  Jacob  WUson ;  Mayor  of  Wol- 
verhampton  for  1870  and  1871.  the  Stewards. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson,  the  following  rotatiuo 
of  districts,*  recommended  by  the  Country  Meeting  Dis- 
triets  Committee,  was  unanimously  adopted : 


I 


1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 


1 .2 

V 


Place  of  last  or 

future  fixed 

Meeting. 


2  fl-S  £  ^  Oa 


B.2 


Newcastle 

Bury        

Plymouth 

Leicester 

Manchester     .. 

Oxford     

Wolferhampton 


1 

^Sf 

M  a 

1864 

9 

1867 

7 

1865 

10 

1868 

8 

1869 

8 

1872 

6 

1870 

9 

1871 

9 

-1 
+ 1 

__  0 

-0 
-0 
+  2 
-1 
-1 


Mr.  J.  Dent,  M.P.,  having  withdrawn  the  motion  of 
which  he  had  given  notice,  Mr.  Holland  (chnirmin  of 
the  Education  Committee)  gave  notice  thst  at  the  next 
monthly  Council  he  would  move  for  a  renewal  of  the  edu- 
eation  grant. 

Mr.  C.  Whitehead  gave  notice  that  at  the  next  monthly 
Council  he  should  move  that  implements  and  machwi 
used  in  the  cultivation  and  preparation  of  Hops  be  in- 
serted in  the  Society's  classification  of  implementi  for 
which  prizes  are  offered. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  A.  Welch  in  reference  to  a  patent 
cattle  truck,  was  referred  to  the  Implement  Committ«e. 

A  memorial  from  exhibitors  of  carriages  was  received, 
and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  inform  the  meino- 
rialists  that  the  conditions  of  the  Society's  priie-ww 
must  be  complied  with. 


♦The  districts,  with  their  present  denominstioDi,  we  the 
following:  (A.)  Durham,  Northumberland  and  North  anu 
East  Ridings  of  Yorkshire.  (D.)  Bedfordshire,  Cambndjj 
shire.  Esses,  Hertfordshire,  UuntingdonshirB.  NorfoU,  m 
Suffolk.  (F.)  Cornwall,  Devonshire,  Dortctshire,  Somenrt- 
shire,  and  WUUhire.  (C.)  Derbyshire,  Lc»ce«tewhii^  {;"■ 
colnshire.  Northamptonshire.  Nottinzhamshire.  RttUandshirt. 
and  Warwickshire.  (B.)  Cumberlandf,  Lancashire,  "Wlmore- 
land,  and  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire.  (G.)  fflw«»]*3 
Herefordshire,  Monmouthshire,  Woreestershire,  and  !»ara 
Wales.  (E.)  Berkshire,  Buckinghamshire.  Hamwhuj  Kew. 
Middlesex,  Oxfordshire,  Surrey,  and  Sussex.  (H.)  Cheitort, 
Shropshire,  Staffordshire,  and  North  Wales. 
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THE    FABMEBS'    CLUB    IN    BEDFOBDSHIBE. 


Oa  ToeacUy,  July  12,  foUowinff  the  example  set  by  some 
prerioQs  cbaumea,  Mr.  James  Howard,  M.F.,  invited  a 
pvty  of  the  members  of  the  Farmers'  Club  to  spend  a 
dijr  with  him  in  Bedfordshire.  These  invitations,  it 
sbonld  be  understood,  are  mainly  confined  to  the  com- 
mittee, to  past  chairmen,  and  to  other  members  who 
hire  reed  papers  at  the  monthly  discussion  meetings. 
Hie  company  on  Tuesday  was  increased  by  the  presence 
of  certain  other  leading  tenants  who  farm  in  the  vicinity 
of  Bedford ;  while  the  agricultural  element  of  the  House 
uf  Commons  had  not  been  passed  over,  although  a  mom- 
iBg  sittiDg  on  the  Irish  Land  Bill  detained  some  of  the 
hoooonUe  gentlemen  who  had  promised  to  come.  M. 
Ureleye,  a  well-kaown  Belgian  agriculturist,  who  wrote 
the  paper  in  the  recently-published  Cobdcn  Club  series 
OQ  Land  Tenure  in  Belgium  and  Holland,  was  a  close 
obxnrer  of  the  scene ;  and  if  the  opening  business  at 
Oxford  accounted  for  the  absence  of  some  members  of 
the  Clab,  English  agriculture  was  still  well  represented 
io  this  wiy ; 

Beds.— W.  Armstrong.    G.  Battams.    E.  Crouch.    W. 

HipweU.    C.  Howard.    W.  W.  Kilpin.    J.  Purser. 

M.    Reynolds.    C.     Stephenson.    J.     Thomas.     H. 

Trelhewy.    F.  Wythes. 
Bkks.— T.  Owen.    J.  B.  Spearing. 
BucM.— B.  M.  Migor  Lucas.    T.  Morris. 
Caxbriooishirb.— A.  S.  Ruston. 
EssKx.-^.  CUiyden.    C.  Hope  (Barking). 
Hews.— J.  Bailey  Denton.  N.  Rix.   J.  Ross.   J.  Weall. 
HLTHsoDOsaHiRK.— T.  H.  Murfiu. 
Kbxt.-R.  Marsh. 

LI5C0LNSHIRB.—T.  B.  Bring.    G.Martin.   F.  Sowerby. 
MiDDnaix.-G.  M.  Allender.    H.  Corbet.    AV.  Eve. 

i.  N.  Lee.    T.  Scott. 
XoEroLK.— R.  Leeds.    C.  S,  Read,  M.P. 
.VoRHiMPTONSHiES.— Owen  Wallis. 
OxTOEDSHiRE.— Cnptain  Bashwood.    J.  Innes.    R.  J. 

Xeirtoo. 
SHEOFSHrtB.— G.  Smythies. 
SL7fOLK.^E.  Greene,  M.P. 
StiEEY.— L.  A.  Coussmakcr. 
Sussex.— James  AVood. 
Wiltshire.— W.  J.  Browne. 
BiLGiuii.— Emilc  Lovele)'e. 
UoLU5D..Baron  Melrii  Van  lynden.    Smidt  Van  Gelder, 

tea.   Smidt  Van  Qelder,  jun. 

Hiring  owielTes  so  treonently  enjoyed  the  opportunity 
of  looking  round  Bedford  and  about  Bedfordshire,  we 
were  desirous  rather  of  gathering  some  first  impressions 
jun  of  repeating  our  opinions  on  all  there  is  to  be  seen 
hue.  We  consequently  the  more  readily  avail  ourselves 
of  the  notebook  of  a  member  of  the  Club, 
i  pnetical  farmer  who  has  written  prixe  essays  on  agri- 
cuUuil  subjects,  and  also  distinguished  himself  by  the  able 
ptpen  he  has  read  at  meetings  of  the  dub. 

The  party  assembled  at  the  Britannia  Iron  Works, 
w<mt  ten  o'clock,  and  at  once  proceeded  to  inspect  the 
*on[«,  which  for  space,  uniformity  of  design,  and  general 
woTcnience,  are  scarcely  to  be  equalled,  and  in  which 
^Qt  levea  hondred  hands  are  employed.  Passing  from 
the  landing  wharf,  where  all  the  materials  are  hmded.  we 
«tf r  a  Bide  doorof  a  Urge  building  which  is  called  the  cast- 
ing.houie ;  here  the  coals,  and  iron,  are  raised  by  two  hy- 
(uiQhe  lifts  to  an  apartment  above,  which  communicates 
*>u  three  laige  vertical  fornacea  for  melting  the  iron. 


After  witnessing  the  different  processes  of  casting  plough 
tops,  wheels,  riggers,  and  other  small  castings  used  in  the 
various  departments,  we  pass  on  to  another  building 
where  the  different  castings  are  converted  into  wrought 
or  malleable  cast  iron,  by  being  nealed  in  ovens ;  this  is 
a  most  valuable  improvement,  and  is  of  especial  service  to 
those  who  emigrate  or  live  in  lone  places  long  distances 
from  works,  as  the  chance  of  breaking  the  old  brittle 
castings,  by  carriage,  putting  together,  or  in  after  use,  is 
avoided,  as  well  as  the  vexatious  expense  and  hindrance 
occasioned  by  having  to  send  continually  for  fresh 
castings.  Attention  is  next  directed  to  a  very  small  and 
ingeniously  constructed  two-horse  portable  engine 
used  for  pumping  water,  and  worked  at  the  small 
cost  of  3s.  fid.  per  day.  Next  is  a  new  patent  for 
generating  steam  in  separate  tubes  instead  of  all  in  one 
large  boiler,  the  steam  being  conveyed  by  a  small  pipe 
communicating  with  the  general  receiver  and  applicable 
both  for  fixed  and  portable  machinery.  Then  an  engine 
is  in  course  of  construction  for  the  purpose  of  steam 
ploughing:  it  has  42  vertical  tubc»,  which  strikes 
one  on  first  sight  as  adding  to  the  weight,  although  on 
inquiry  we  find  such  is  not  the  case,  but  that  the  engine 
wiU  be  at  least  one  ton  lighter  than  the  ordinary  engine 
of  the  same  size ;  while  the  increase  of  power  gained 
will  be  very  great,  as  it  can  be  driven  at  a  very  high 
pressure  with  perfect  safety.  This  is  a  most  valuable 
invention,  and  is  doomed  to  displace  the  old  boiler,  with 
its  liability  to  burst.  At  this  point  we  are  painfully 
reminded  that  time,  like  ourselves,  will  not  linger ;  as 
there  is  a  long  programme,  we  therefore  pass  on  with  a 
hurried  step,  through  the  different  buildings  for  fitting-up 
reaping  and  mowing  machines,  for  packing  and  for 
painting,  and  take  a  passing  glance  at  the  system  of 
accounts,  the  revolving  machine  for  polishing  castings, 
the  American  steam  hammer,  the  horse  rakes,  the  double- 
turrow  ploughs,  and  various  other  ploughs  and  harrows 
of  every  demonination  for  which  this  establishment  has 
been  so  long  and  so  justly  celebrated. 

The  clock  strikes  twelve,  and  we  find  numerous 
vehicle  s  waiting  to  convey  us  to  other  scenes.  I'irst 
there  is  the  Bedford  Towu  Sewage  Farm,  where  about 
100  acres  are  at  present  receiving  the  sewage  from  the 
town,  but  this  will  shortly  be  applied  to  80  acres  more. 
The  crops  of  Italian  rye-grass  and  cabbages  are 
looking  exceedingly  well.  The  effluent  water,  after 
percolating  through  the  soil,  passes  into  the  stream  to  all 

Spearance  perfectly  pure,  ne  are  next  conveyed  to  the 
00  Farm,  Park  Farm,  and  Clapham  Farm,  containing 
together  about  629  acres,  belonging  to  Messrs.  J.  and  F. 
Howard,  and  (armed  by  them.  After  viewing  the  ex- 
cellent stock,  especially  the  pigs,  and  the  various  luxuriant 
crops  of  roots,  wheat,  and  barley  (there  being  but  few 
oats,  and  those  not  so  good),  we  pause  in  amazement 
and  wonder  how  it  is  that  dry  as  the  season  has 
been,  none  of  these  crops  want  rain !  Is  it  because 
there  has  been  an  unlimited  amount  of  artificials  used  to 
produce  them  ?  No ;  for  we  find  that  only  8s.  fid.  per 
acre  has  been  spent.  What  is  it  then  ?  Why,  the 
simple  fact  which  most  English  fhrmers  are  daily  opening 
their  eyes  to,  that  deep-draining  and  the  steam-plough 
or  cultivator  have  converted  a  cold  barren  clay  soil, 
which  only  a  few  years  ago  was  thought  to  be 
scarcely  worth  cultivating  at  a  few  shillings  per 
acre,    into    a    most     fei&e    and    productive     one  ; 
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while  the  deep  caliivatioii  in  a  dry  season  like  the 
present  enables  the  roots  of  the  plants  to  loxoriate  and 
penetrate  to  a  great  depth,  and  thos  obtain  sufficient 
moisture,  as  the  same  means  would  in  a  wet  season  be 
equally  serviceable  in  carrying  off  quickly  any  superfluous 
supply  of  water  without  materially  lowering  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  ground  or  retarding  the  growth  of  the  plants. 
In  estimating  the  wheat  at  0  qrs.  per  acre,  and  the  barley 
at  7i  qrs.,  with  as  much  straw  as  can  just  stand  up  with- 
out rain,  this  seems  to  be  put  within  bounds.  Before 
returning  to  Bedford  we  drove  round  by  Biddenham 
and  viewed  Mr.  Charles  Howard's  beautiful  fiock  of 
Oxford  Downs,  for  which  he  is  so  deservedly  celebrated, 
and  his  crops  of  corns  and  roots  which  are  very  good, 
the  mangolds,  swedes,  and  kohl  rabi  being  the  most 
luxurioni  we  have  seen  this  season. 

The  Britannia  farms  are  worked  on  the  eight  or  double 
four-course  system,  namely :  1,  winter  roots — kohl  rabi 
and  mangel  wurzel;  2,  barley;  3,  beans;  4,  wheat; 
5,  summer  and  autumn  keep,  as  white  turnips,  rape, 
mustard,  tares,  cabbage, &c.;  6,  wheat;  7, clover;  8,  wheat, 
the  end  of  the  course.  This  course  is  subject  at  times 
to  variations  ;  if,  for  instance,  sheep  are  on  the  autumn 
feed,  too  late  barley  or  oats  may  be  substituted  for  wheat. 
Two  fields,  which  have  been  thrown  out  of  course  in  con- 
sequence of  drainage,  are  this  year  cross  cropped.  The 
area  of  cultivated  land  is  over  330  acres,  of  which  40 
acres  are  planted  with  kohl  rabi  and  mangel  wurzel; 
40  acres  with  white  turnips  and  rape,  and  part  fallow 
after  tares  eaten  off,  to  be  sown  again  with  mustard  and 
rape.  The  hr  field  of  roots  were  devoured  by  the  fly, 
and  had  to  be  resown,  but  in  consequence  of  the  long  dry 
weather  they  have  grown  slowly,  each  shower  of  rain 
bringing  up  a  few  more  plants,  so  that  until  the  last  few 
days  they  were  unable  to  hoe  them.  There  were  fatted 
on  the  land  last  year  about  450  sheep,  besides  keeping  a 
breeding  'dock  of  200  ewes.  In  the  yards  are  usu2ly 
wintered  between  60  and  70  head  of  horned  stock  of  aU 
ages.  The  Hoo  &rm  is  kept  apart  for  weaning  purposes, 
the  youny  Shorthorn  steers  from  which,  this  year  in  the 
month  of  May,  realised  14  guineas  each,  the  average  age 
being  little  over  11  months.  £105  worth  of  artificial 
manure  is  the  bill  for  the  whole  fieurm,  or  3s.  6d.  per  acre 
on  the  average ;  334  acres  arable  (28  more  just  purchased, 
but  not  yet  in  hand),  230  acres  of  pasture,  47  acres  of  wood, 
total  629  acres.  For  this  year's  crops  there  have  been  ap- 
plied 24  tons  of  soot ;  15  tons  were  sown  on  land  in  pre- 
paration for  barley,  firom  which  roots  were  carted  off,  and 
where  barley  is  sown  after  wheat,  while  the  remainder  is  put 
to  the  fallows  where  rape  and  white  turnips  are  growing. 
The  kohl  rabi  and  wurzek  have  received  dissolved  bones 
at  the  rate  of  from  3  to  4  cwt.  per  acre. 

There  is  but  little  to  add  to  this,  the  general  feeling 
being  one  of  admiration  at  the  excellence  of  both  the  com 
and  the  root  crops,  the  more  especially  when  the  difficulties 
of  the  season  were  taken  into  consideration.  After  leaving 
the  sewage  town  farm  the  visitors  were  "  hit  very  hard"  at 
the  outset  by  the  appearance  of  the  first  field  on  the  Bri- 
tannia fiurms  a^joinin^  the  high  road.  This  was  a  piece  of 
good  ground  planted  m  alternate  drifts  of  mangold  wunel 
and  khol  rabi,  all  as  healthy,  true  through,  and  flourish- 
ing as  if  there  had  been  the  most  genial  of  times 
for  the  growth  of  roots.  The  wheats,  as  our  coires- 
pondent  says,  looked  equally  well ;  but  although  he  and 
other  strangers  would  put  the  yield  at  six  quarters  or 
more,  those  who  know  the  land  would  rate  five  quarters 
at  any  time  as  a  very  capital  crop.  The  day's  drive  was 
rendered  more  delightful  by  the  beautiful  views  and 
'*  bita"  of  scenery  by  which  the  business  of  the  occasion 
waa  here  and  there  relieved— the  Clapham  Park  fox- 
cover  and  the  range  over  the  Grand  National  Steeple- 


chase  Course— the  peeps  through  the  oaks  and  the  eims 
in  Bromham  Park,  and  the  gay  water-party  drifting 
lazily  down  the  Ouse  by  Biddenham,  and  wondering  much 
at  the  excited  people  who  were  studying  the  Oxford  pen 
of  ewes,  or  following  the  renowned  John  Brown  up  hii 
double  furrow.  Perhaps,  however,  at  the  close  of  a  long 
drive  on  a  summer  day  as  grateful  a  scene  as  any  was  the 
nicely  shaded  tent  on  the  very  brink  of  the  river,  snd  in 
the  centre  of  the  Caldwell  Priory  grounds ;  althongh 
still  not  to  be  quite  oblivions  of  all  eommercul 
relations  yon  enter  through  the  Works,  while  ever 
and  anon  the  noisy  rattle  of  a  goods  train  on  the 
transpontine  raU  gives  an  over-eloqaent  orator  a  chance  of 
re-ooUecting  himself  and  his  ideas.  Shall  we  stay  to 
say  here  how  nicely  the  wines  were  tempered,  how  art- 
fully the  lobster  salad  was  ooncocted,  or  how  the  verj 
beef  smacked  of  the  Shorthorn,  as  the  mutton  wu  tne 
Down — Oxford,  if  you  please?  Bat  Mr.  James  Howard, 
as  his  venerable  father  before  him,  has  often  served  the 
office  of  mayor,  and  the  hospitality  of  the  Corporation  of 
Bedford  has  been  famous  since  Goldsmith  wrote  or 
Captain  Plume  firetted  his  hour  upon  the  stage. 

THE  DINNEB. 

Mr.  James  Howard,  M.P.,  of  course  presided,  the  rice-chair 
being  taken  by  Mr.  C.  Howard. 

The  toast  of  **  The  Queen"  having  been  doly  honoured. 

Mr.  £.  GnfiXHX,  M.P.,  in  proposing  **  The  Farmer'B  Clab," 
obaerved:  Permit  me  to  say  how  much  I  have  enjoyed  this 
day  in  looking  over  this  beautiful  country  and  witaeasiog:  the 
suooesa  of  that  system  of  agricnliure  in  which  I  myself  e&tinlj 
believe.  We  have  arrived  at  a  time  when  we  meet  with  high 
rents,  high  charges,  and  oompetition  on  all  hands,  bol  1  believe 
the  nature  of  Englishmen  is  to  rise  to  the  difficnlties  set  before 
them.  If  we  are  to  be  suooessfal  as  agrieolturists  we  niut 
have  more  than  the  five  inches  of  soil  on  which  we  haTed^ 
pended.  The  hon.  member  proceeded  to  advert  to  the  har- 
monious action  of  affricultorists  of  different  political  opinioai, 
and  having  expreased  his  admiration  of  the  great  iron  works 
dose  by,  concluded  by  coupling  the  name  of  theehairmin 
with  the  toast 

Mr.  jAiiKS  Howard,  M.P.,  in  the  conne  of  his  reply. 
said :  I  cannot  express  the  gratification  I  have  felt  in  attoi 
yon  here  to-day,  and  can  only  hope  that  when  yon  retara  to 
your  homes  yon  will  not  look  upon  this  day  »m  having  bees 
misspent.  Many  present  have  in  former  years  looked  over  the 
farms  which  yon  have  seen  to-day,  and  I  believe  they  vill 
agree  with  me  that  good  as  the  crops  are  on  my  own  £ub 
they  have  upon  the  whole  seen  better  in  former  yean  and  in 
more  genial  seasons.  The  crops  yon  have  seen  to^y  are  not 
the  result  of  very  heavy  applicationB  of  artificial  manure,  bot, 
as  haa  been  expressed,  of  deep  cultivition.  When  I  tell  too 
that  we  have  629  acres,  and  about  600  under  cropiBdu 
grass,  and  that  the  sum  we  have  spent  for  artificial  manore  » 
£105,  for  the  past  year,  or  Ss,  6d.  per  acre,  yon  will  agree 
with  me  that  we  have  not  been  very  extravagast  np<^^ 
head.  Althouf^h  the  oropa  in  thu  immediate  neighboorhood 
look  very  promiaing,  I  regret  we  cannot  rcgoioe  together  orer 
the  proapects  of  the  British  farmer  for  the  ensuing  year* 
With  80  tittJe  stock  in  prospect  or  in  hand  for  the  winter,  sod 
with  a  vast  number  of  animals  sold  off  during  the  drooght  for 
killing,  meat,  though  at  a  high  price  at  present,  must  dimsg 
the  ensuing  year  be  much  higher  than  now.  When  we  Iw 
at  the  deficiency  of  the  oiop  upon  the  light  hmdi^oaue 
Continent  as  in  England,  and  the  Urge  importation  of  gnUi 
the  staff  of  life  must  be  very  dear;  and  you  all  kaow  thata 
large  importation  of  grain  means  a  distorbanoe  in  the  skui^ 
market  in  this  country,  and  whenever  the  monegr  market  » 
disturbed  it  means  diminished  employment  for  the  people  wi 
the  general  depression  of  commerce  throughout  the  ooonnj' 
The  prospects  of  the  times  I  believe  to  be  gloomy  indeed,  w 
let  us  hope  the  unseen  hand  of  a  beneficent  ^^"*°*  ^ 
avert  the  dangera  we  see  ahead.  There  was  a  time  nfltnr 
remote  when  men  in  this  country  who  aspired  to  a  kaowNr 
of  politioal  economy  treated  it  as  a  mattar  of  i^difiSBnBM 
whether  this  shoula  be  a  gntn-prodnoing  eoontiy  or  wh  ^^ 
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kiai  iittpiOTid  Um  viter  holknniMt  of  nob  a  doefarine.  At 
the  prannt  daj  the  importtiiee  of  British  agriooltnn  and  its 
tdeati&c  statot  are  reeognind  by  all  mtelliseBt  men  in  the 
floauMictal  and  sdentUlc  world.  It  is  tme  Uiat  now  and  then 
a  laeer  is  haried  at  the  "  baooUe  mind,"  bat  that  proeeeds 
iioB  igaoranee  or  prqadiee.  The  life  of  a  Ihnner  of  late 
putt  vith  fleUe  aeaaont,  long  drooght,  and  incraaaed  taiation, 
has  not  been  an  enviable  one.    One  of  oar  poets  says : 

"  How  blest  the  farmer^s  humble  lot, 
How  pore  the  joys  it  yields, 
Far  from  the  world's  tempestuoos  strife. 
Free  'mid  the  scented  fields." 

Bot  howerer  true  that  might  have  been  in  former  yoars,  I 
don't  think  it  appliea  in  the  present  day.  With  regard  to  the 
Panners'  Club,  no  one  oonUi  tell  how  it  had  promoted  agri- 
ntltore  in  the  past  generation.  He  was  one  of  those  who 
believed  that  no  agricnltural  association  had  done  so  much,  in 
a  quiet  way,  to  promote  a  knowledge  of  the  tme  principles  of 
pxactjesl  farming  in  this  country  as  the  dub.  He  had  said  in 
a  quiet  way  because  it  vras  uo  political  organisation,  and  did 
Bot  adTance  the  interests  of  apiculture  at  the  expense  of 
other  classes — ^ita  only  object  being  to  promote  good  agricul- 
ture throughout  the  counties  of  Eiwland,  not  interfering  with 
thoie  clasws  which  were  not  mainly  connected  with  agricul- 
tBie.  In  looking  over  the  papers  read  in  years  back,  which 
he  had  often  done,  he  had  been  surprised  to  find  such  a  mass 
of  iafonnation  contained  in  them,  which  had  proved  useful  t  * 
himself.  It  would  be  good  senrioe  if  those  papers  were  revised 
aod  pablisbed.  He  commended  that  idea  to  some  of  the  rising 
geDeration  in  agriculture. 

Mr.  H.  Co&BST  gave  the  next  toast,  "Foreisn  Agricul- 
ture." He  said  that  for  many  years  past  he  had  had  the  ho- 
nour of  attending  several  meetings  of  this  kind,  and  he  looked 
upon  them  as  of  special  value,  because  they  brought  together 
Ben  from  all  parte  of  the  country,  who,  being  more  or  less 
pncticiil,  eonld  act  as  eritica  apon  wiiat  they  saw.  He  had 
the  pleasure  of  knowing  Bedfordshire  for  many  years,  and  had 
nea  with  great  interest  every  improvement  which  had  been 
eanied  out,  and  he  should  like  to  iuvtte  the  whole  woild  to 
eoffls  there  and  say  what  they  thought  of  Bedfordshire 
thrsogh  the  medium  of  this  Club.  As  Secretary  of  the  Club 
be  WIS  proud  to  see  what  the  Chairman  and  hit  brother,  who 
vas  a  past  Chairman,  had  been  able  to  show  to-day  to  the 
mtors,  £ngUsh  and  foreign.  Throwing  to  the  winds  at  once 
all  iavidiooanesa,  foreign  agriculture  and  English  agri- 
colhne,  through  the  medium  of  the  railway,  the  telegraph, 
aad  the  advanced  state  of  sdenoe,  had  become  more  and  more 
ide&tiJled.  and  if  there  is  anything  to  be  gathered  from  foreign 
afriealtore  we  should  be  the  first  to  adopt  it,  while  onr  visitors 
is  torn  might  profit  from  something  thoy  saw  here.  With 
the  toast  ne  coupled  the  name  of  M.  Lavelwe,  a  distinguished 
Belgian,  who  had  written  upon  the  small  farm  system  on  the 
cofltiaent,  the  tenure  of  land,  and  other  subjects. 

M.  Emilz  dm  Lavxlxts,  who  responded  in  French,  said : 
Permit  me  to  express  to  you  my  gratitude  for  the  toast  which 
Mr.  Corbet  has  been  kind  enough  to  projpose,  not  only  with  re- 
ference to  foreign  agriculture,  bat  also  in  connection  with  ita 
representatives  amongst  yon  this  evening.  I  thank  you,  also, 
gatkmea,  not  only  in  my  own  name  as  a  Belgian,  but  in  the 
aaae  of  our  brothers  of  Holland  who  are  present,  for  the  very 
bind  Bumner  in  which  yon  have  received  the  toast.  Allusion 
hubeen  made  to  what  I  have  published  concerning  the  land 
^steois,  in  which  I  have  shown  the  beneficial  rosnlta  ema- 
aatina  from  small  estates  and  amall  enltivation  {pe(Ue  euUure) 
in  Bdgiiun.  I  confess,  however,  that  in  going  to-day  over 
^  farms  so  admirably  cultivated  by  Measit.  Jamea  and  Chas. 
Howard,  while  admiring  their  superb  animals,  the 
steam  application,  or  the  tillage,  and  jwrceiving  such 
atraordiaary  results  during  a  year  which  has  been 
10  unfiavoarable,  I  was  almost  on  the  the  verge 
of  recognising  Uie  superiority  of  farming  on  a  large 
mle  {lajrande  euUure)  had  I  not  called  to  mind  that  in  this 
retpeet  Kngland  constitutes  a  very  remarkable  but  unique  ex- 
nptioQ.  I  have  studied  the  rural  economy  of  agriraltural 
>J«tems  of  nearly  all  the  contmental  nations,  and  everywhere 
ria  Prussia,  Austria,  Italy,  Spain,  Portogal,  France,  and 
H^laad— I  have  found  large  estetes  Car  less  well  cultivated  and 
l^  takn  care  of  than  small  estates.    If  it  is  otherwiae  in 
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yon  have  fiumen  who  devote  themielvet  to  enltivatioB,  that 
yon  are  a  nation  of  eapital,  and  possess  an  iateUigeBoe,  peiae- 
veranoe,  and  practical  genius  which  are  truly  worthy  of  admi* 
ration.  I  nave  always  recognised  the  services  whieh 
the  large  fiurming  of  ISnghmd  has  rendered  to  the  world 
at  lar^  not  only  by  creating  improved  breeds,  but  by 
producing  agricultural  implements  of  great  exeellenoe. 
On  this  need  I  would  principally  set  forward  the  gratitode 
which  is  due  to  a  man  who,  like  Mr.  Howard,  has  been  in- 
strumental to  so  remarkable  a  degree  in  promoting  the 
projp-ess  of  mechanical  science  in  its  application^  to 
agncnlture.  Everywhere  I  have  been — not  only  in  Belgium 
and  Holland,  but  in  Hungary,  Italy,  Spain,  and  Portugal— I 
have  found  agrioultural  implements  which  were  sent  out  from 
the  ironworks  which  now  surround  us.  The  benefits  resulting 
therefrom  are  incalculable.  The  marvellous  improvement  of 
farming  implements  represents  hundreds  of  thousands.  Sup- 
posing it  allows  only  the  production  of  a  half  hectolitre  mora 
per  acre,  multiply  that  by  tne  number  of  acres  under  eultivationi 
and  you  will  realiie  and  enormous  amount.  It  is  for  this 
reason,  gentlemen,  one  can  say  that  men  who  apply  their  in- 
ventive genius,  as  Mr.  Howard  has  done,  to  the  promotion  of 
agriculture,  are  in  truth  benefiactors  of  humanity.  By  exert- 
ing themselves  to  lower  the  price  of  bread  they  contribute  to 
the  riches  and  wellbeing  of  nations  and  individuals.  One  can 
the  more  vividly  feel  the  gratitude  we  owe  to  those  who 
thus  labour  for  the  ecunomio  development  of  peoples  when, 
perhaps,  we  are  on  the  eve  of  seeing  the  evil  genius  of  war  set 
loose  to  destroy  those  riches  which  agriculture  and  industry 
conspire  to  produce.  In  conclusion,  therefore,  I  give  yon 
the  toast  of  the  "  Agriculture  of  England  and  the  Mesoi. 
Howard,"  as  a  mark  of  grateful  acknowledgment  for  the  incal- 
culable services  which  they  have  rendered  to  the  agriculture 
of  the  Continent. 

Mr.  0.  Wallis  proposed  "  Success  to  the  Royal  Sodety's 
Meeting  at  Oxford,^  responded  to  by  Captain  Dashwood,  who 
gave  "  The  Father  of  the  Firm,"  Mr.  Howard,  senior. 

Mr.  Alderman  HoWABD  replied  in  a  very  effective  and  hu- 
morous speech. 

Mr.  MOFE  proposed  "The  House  of  Commons,"  coupled 
with  the  name  of  Mr.  C.  S.  Bead,  M.F.,  in  whose  handa,  he 
remarked,  such  qneations  aa  the  game-laws  and  the  malt-tax 
might  be  left. 

Mr.  C.  S.  BxAO,  M.F.,  in  responding,  adverted  to  some 
valuable  hints  which  had  been  given  at  the  late  Norfolk  show 
by  Mr.  C.  Howard  to  the  farmers  of  the  county,  and  spoka 
strongly  on  the  advantages  of  steam  cultivation.  He  proposed 
the  health  of  Mr.  C.  Howard  in  connexion  with  Bedfordshire 
fanning. 

Mr.  C.  HowABj),  in  the  course  of  his  reply,  referred  to  Uw 
remarks  he  had  recently  made  at  Norfolk  and  justified  them, 
warning  agriculturists  that  no  man  was  so  unsafe  as  he  who 
considered  himself  safe,  and  humourously  describing  some  of 
the  implements  he  had  seen  in  that  county  as  cnriositiea 
which  mieht  have  come  from  Noah's  ark.  He  condemned 
'the  Game  Preservation  and  Poaching  Bill  as  a  class  legisla- 
tion, and  said  99  out  of  every  100  farmers  in  the  country  were 
opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  £.  Orseitjs,  M.P.,  supported  the  BiU  in  the  interests  of 
the  farmer.  The  power  given  to  policemen  operated  for  the 
suppression  of  poaching,  and  in  a  parish  of  Suffolk  in  wliieh  he 
resided  there  had  not  been  a  conviction  for  poaching  during 
the  last  twelve  months.  If  a  man  had  no  right  to  take  game 
that  game  must  be  preserved.  The  hon.  member  concluded 
oy  proposing  "  Success  to  the  Britannia  Works." 

The  CHiiiUffAJf  responded,  and  said  he  differed  from  Mr. 
E.  Oreene  on  the  Game  Poaching  Bill,  and  hoped  to  see  the 
day  when  there  would  be  a  clean  sweep  of  the  Game  Law* 
and  game  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  other  property. 

Mr.  TitxTHXWT  proposed  the  health  of  the  Secretary,  Mr. 
Corbet,  in  complimentary  terms,  and  took  occasion  to  offer  a 
few  remarks  as  to  the  beneficial  influence  exerciBed  on  agrieol- 
tnre  by  the  Club. 

Mr.  CoKBST,  in  responding,  said,  with  regard  to  the  qtaaa- 
tion  between  Bedfordshire  and  Norfolk,  there  was  a  aentleman 
present  who  felt  that  it  had  not  been  argued  out,  and  with  the 
permission  of  the  chairman,  he  would  give  the  health  of  Mr. 
Leeds,  of  Castle  Acre,  one  of  the  past  chairmen  of  the  Club. 

Mr.  Lkxds,  in  responding,  obeerved  that  Mr.  Chas.  Howard 
had  not  visited  Norfolk  in  reality,  for  the  show  had  bemi  hdd 
in  a  yard  which  wu  actually  in  Suffolk.    In  no  county  did  the 
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Uadlord  do  more  to  beiieAt  tlieir  tcmmts  tliao  in  his  own,  and 
the  Doblemaa  under  which  he  lived  had  coinpelled  all  Ids  tenants 
to  cut  down  all  the  vermin,  beginning  with  rabbits.  Even 
though  the  Prince  of  VValc«  shot  over  the  estate,  the  tenants  of 
that  nobleman  were  allowed  to  shoot  hares  and  rabbits.  Ue 
trusted  the  show  would  be  held  near  his  own  pbice  next  year, 
and  he  should  be  happy  to  receive  those  of  his  audience  who 
might  attend  it. 


The  CiiAi&MAX  remarked  that  the  development  of  agricul- 
ture in  Norfolk  or  Bedfordshire  was  due  to  the  exertions  of  the 
late  Earl  of  Leicester  and  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 

The  other  toasts  were,  "  The  Past  Chainnen,**  proposed  by 
Mr.  Scott,  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  James  Wood ;  the  heslth 
of  Mr.  Nutter,  who  Iiad  given  the  use  of  his  grounds,  proposed 
by  Mr.  C.  Howard  ;  and  the  health  of  Mrs.  James  Howard, 
proposed  by  Capt.  Uelf. 


SELBY    AGRICULTURAL     SHOW. 


TIlc  annual  show  of  »tock  and  implements  of  the  agricultural 
society  established  for  Selby  and  the  district  took  piaoe  under 
very  favourable  circumstances.  The  day  was  fine,  and  there 
was  a  numerous  attendance  of  company. 

Tlie  cattle  generally  were  a  magnificent  lot  of  animals,  par- 
ticularlv  the  bulls  of  any  age,  eight  in  number.  They  had  to 
contend  for  Lord  Londesborongb's  £10  price,  and  Mr.  Linton, 
of  Sheriff  Hutton,  was  the  conqueror  with  his  white  bull.  Lord 
Irwin.  The  bulls  not  exceeding  three  years  old  were  good. 
W.  T.  Markham,  of  Becza  Hall,  Aberford,  secured  first 
honours,  and  Lord  Londesborongh  took  the  second  prize. 

The  display  of  horses  was  in  every  respect  first-rate,  and 
fully  equal  to  all  anticipation. 

The  following  gentlemen  officiated  as  the  judges : 
Shorthorns,  Sueef,  and  Pigs. — George  Smart,  Laxton, 
Tadcaster;    George  Mann,    Scawsby,  Doncaster;    and 
Thomas  Willis,  Caperby,  Wenaleydale. 
Horses. — Henry  Jewison,  Kaisthorpe,  l^ton,  and  Thomas 
Coltou,  Eagle  Hall,  Newark. 

PRIZE    LIST. 

SHOETHORNED  CA'H^LE. 

Best  bull  of  any  age. — Prize,  £10  (given  by  Lord  Londes- 
borousrh),  Wm.  Linton,  Sheriff  Hutton  Park. 

BnU  not  exceeding  three  years  of  age. — ^First  prize,  £10,  W. 
T.  Markham,  Becca  Hall,  Aberford ;  second  of  £3,  Lord 
Londesborouffh. 

Bull  not  exceeding  18  months  old.»Fint  prize,  £3,  C.  T. 
Tunnard,  Thorganby  Hall;  second  of  £3,  A.  Hathom, 
Birkin. 

Cow  of  any  age,  in  calf  or  milk.— Pirst  prize,  £5,  W.  Lin- 
ton ;  second  of  £2,  J.  Hutchinson,  Selby. 

Cow,  in  calf  or  milk,  not  exceeding  four  years  of  age. — First 
prize,  £3,C.  M.  Weddall,  West  Bank,  Carlton ;  second  of  £2, 
J.  Pearson,  Cleek,  Selby. 

Heifer  not  exceeding  three  years  of  age. — First  prize,  £2, 
Lord  Londcsborough ;  second  of  £1,  H.  Hutchinson,  Flaxley 
Lodge. 

Heifer  not  exceeding  two  years  of  age.— First 'prize,  £2,  W. 
Linton ;  second  of  ^£1,  Lord  Londesborough. 
CATTLE  OF  ANY  BREED. 

Cow  for  dairy  purposes.— First  prize,  £3,  W.  Briggs,  Hirst 
Courtney,  Selby ;  second  of  £2,  W.  and  R.  Jewitt,  Bracken- 
Itolme. 

Cow  for  dairy  purposes,  the  property  of  a  labourer. — First 
prize,  £3,  G.  Tomlinson,  Selby ;  second  of  £2,  M.  Brady, 
Selby. 

LONG-WOOLLED  SHEEP. 

Shearling  ram. — First  prize,  £5,  E.  Riley,  Kiplin^^  C*ote 
Farm,  Beverley;  second  of  £2,  Jno.  J.  Simpson,  Pilmoor 
House. 

Aged  ram. — First  prize,  £3,  and  second  of  £1,  E.  Bilcy. 

Pen  of  five  breeding  ewes. — First  prize,  £3,  J.  Rishworth, 
Lotherton  Park,  South  Milford ;  second  of  £1,  W.  Brown, 
Highgate,  Holme-on-Spalding-Moor. 

Pen  of  five  shearling  gimmern. — First  prize,  £5,  W.  Brown  ; 
«ACondof£2,E.  Riley. 

Pen  of  five  shearling  wethers.— First  prize,  £5,  W.  Brown  ; 
fleeond  of  £2,  Riley  Briggs,  Osgodby  Hall,  Selby. 

Pen  of  gimmer  lambs.— First  prize,  £2,  J.  Banks,  Wrcssle, 
Ilowdeu ;  second  of  £1,  J.  Smith,  Broytoa. 

Pen  of  wether  lambs. — First  prize,  £2,  jaa.  Banks :  second 
of  £1,  S.  Rishworth,  Cold  Hill,  South  Milford. 


PIGS. 

Boar,  large  breed.— First  prize,  i-2,  Wilson  Lister,  Acmlejr, 
Leeds ;  second  of  £1,  G.  Sedgwick,  York. 

Boar,  middle  breed.— First  prize,  £2,  WOson  Lister ;  sccooi 
of  £1.G.  Sedgwick. 

Sow,  large  breed,  in  pig  or  milk.— First  prize,  £2,  G.  Chap- 
man, Scamsr ;  second  of  £1,  T.  Reuison,  Scaife,  Markrt 
Weighton. 

Sow,  in  pig  or  milk,  of  the  middle  breed. — First  prize,  U, 
G.  Chapman  ;  second  of  £1,  T.  Renison. 

Three  store  pigs,  not  more  than  twelve  months  old.— 1:  ir^t 
prize,  £2,  C.  Hutchinson  and  Jos.  YolUns,  Selby ;  second  of 
£1,  J.  Banks,  Stainer  HaU,  Selby. 

Labourer's  store  pig. — ^First  pnze,  £2,  J.  Houfe,  North 
Duffield ;  second  of  £1,  R.  Bradley. 

HORSES. 

Hunter  of  any  age.— Prize,  £10,  J.  Robson,  Old  Maltoa. 

Four  year  old  hunter.— First  pnze,  £10,  J.  Reader,  Holme ; 
second  of  £3,  R.  Metcalf,  Malton. 

Roadster  nag  or  mare  of  any  age. — ^First  prize,  £10,  J. 
Robson,  Old  Malton ;  second  of  £3,  F.  Mason,  Malton  Kosd, 
York. 

Pair  of  horses,  of  either  sex,  for  agricultural  purposes.— 
First  prize,  £5,  and  second  of  £2,  Thompson,  Skipwith. 

Brood  mare,  for  breeding  weight-carrying  hunters.— First 
prize^,  £5,  J.  Richardson,  Selby ;  second  of  £2,  G.  C.  Smith. 
Escrick  Grange. 

Brood  mare,  for  breeding  coachers.— First  jirize,  £S,J. 
Reader,  Holme    second  of  £1,  H.  Thompson,  Whitmore. 

Brood  mare,  for  bribing  roadsters.— First  prize,  £3,  J. 
Wild,  Holme-on-Spalding-Moor ;  second  of  £1,  Uiley  Briggs, 
Osffodby  Hall. 

Brood  mare,  for  breeding  agricultural  horses. — First  prize, 
£8,  T.  Makin,  Fairburn ;  second  of  £1,  J.  and  T.  AppleH. 
Wistow,  Selby. 

Three  year  old  hunting  gelding, — First  prize,  £3,  R.  B. 
Blanshard,  Anghton,  York ;  second  of  £1,  J.  Burton,  Selby. 

Three  year  old  hunting  filly.— First  prize,  £2,  J.  Bnrtoii, 
Hill  Field.  Selby ;  second  of  £1.  W.  Taylor,  Ryther. 

Two  year  oU  hunting  gelding  or  filly. — ^First  prize,  £3,  -l* 
Denison,  Sherburd ;  second  of  £1,  J.  Foster,  Wistow. 

Three  year  old  coaching  gelding.- First  prize,  A  H. 
Thompson,  Whitemore ;  second  of  £1,  W.  Beckett,  I>eightoD. 

Two  year  old  coaching  gelding  or  filly. — First  prize,  £3,  *•• 
Applevard,  Wistow ;  second  of  £1,  G.  and  J.  Swinbank, 

Three  year  old  roadster  gelding  or  filly.— First  prize,  £3,  T. 
Dales,  Kearby,  Wetherby ;  second  of  £1,  W.  ThompwD,  Skip- 
with. 

Two  year  old  roadster  gelding  or  filly  .—First  prize,  £2,  w . 
Prince,  Chapel  Haddlesey. 

Pony,  not  exceeding  14  hands,  of  any  age.— First  prize,  Wi 
J.  M.  Backhouse,  Wutow;  second  of  £1,  W.  White,  Arm- 
thorpe,  Doncaster. 

Pony,  not  exceeding  12  hands,  of  any  age.— First  prize,  13, 
W.  Whit^ ;  second  of  £1,  II.  Robinson,  Camblesforth. 

Three  year  old  agricultural  g«>lding>. — First  prize,  £''J>  J- 
Watson,  Barlow  Grange,  Srlby ;  second  of  £1,  G.  Braithwaite. 

Three  year  old  agricultural  fiUy.— First  prize,  £3,  J.  Wood ; 
second  of  £1,  W.  Banks,  Babthorpe. 

Two  year  old  agricultural  gelding  or  filly.— First  pri««  ^* 
J.  Ringrose,  Hillam ;  second  of  £1,  J.  Smith,  Brsytoa,  Selby 
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BANFFSHIRE    CATTLE    SHOW. 


Tke  series  of  cattle  shows  in  tlte  North  opened  on  July  12, 
vilh  the  show  in  connection  with  the  United  Banffshire  Agri- 
nitnral  Society.  The  show  was  the  largest  and  in  every  re- 
ject the  most  socoeeefnl  ever  held  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Society.  The  Shorthorns  were  forward  in  Urge  numbers,  and 
eoDprised  some  veiy  superior  animals,  though  generally  per- 
haps the  quality  was  not  so  equal  as  in  the  polbd.  The  ma- 
jori^  of  toe  cattle  were  not  of  the  colour  which  ezpeneuced 
lunaen  prefer  in  Shorthomed  stock,  that  is  dark  red  or  roan ; 
'Jie  prevsiliug  colour  seemed  to  be  light  red  and  red-and-white 
ialermixed  in  such  a  manner  that  it  could  hardly  be  called 
rau.  The  polled  stock  were  very  superior  as  a  class,  and 
.  seeaied  to  be  the  most  attractive  to  the  visitors.  Only  two 
a^  bolls  were  brought  forward,  but  these  would  have  doue 
ooiit  to  any  show  yard,  and  were  so  evenly  matched  that  it 
VIS  not  the  easiest  of  matters  to  decide  wliich  had  the  prior 
clums.  There  was  also  a  lar^  and  creditable  tum>out  of 
cnnses,  many  of  them  very  mentorious  animals. 

JiDf.is:  Cattli,  William  Wallace,  Chapel  of  Seggat;  Thos. 
Garland,  Ardlethen;  James  Cochrane,  Little  Uaddo. — 
Uoisxs,  SuKEP,  ASD  Swims:  John  Sleigh,  Strichen 
Mains;  Thomas  Tnmboll,  Smithstown:  A.  K.  Leitch, 
locbtelly. 

CATTLE. 

SUORTnORN  BR££D. 

Balis  not  eioeeding  eight  years  old. — first  urize,  Mr.  Bruce, 
Barastde ;  second,  Mr.  Adam,  Seafield ;  third,  J.  Pirie,  New- 
toB.  Calvie. 

Bulls  calved  after  1st  January,  1868.  — first  prize,  Mr. 
Loo^ore,  Rettie;  second,  Mr.  Scott,  Glendronach;  third, 
Mr.  Cintlie,  Kdthmore ;  fourth,  Mr.  Bruce,  Broadland. 

Bolls  calved  after  1st  Januarv,  1869.  —  First  prize,  Mr. 
UQgiaore,Bflftie ;  second,  Mr.  Bruce,  Broadland :  third,  the 
£arl  of  Seafield. 

HigUand  Society's  Medium  Silver  Medal  for  the  best  hull. 
— >Ir.  Bruce,  Bumside. 

Covs  of  any  age. — First  prize,  Mr.  Scott,  Glendronach ; 
vGo&d  and  third,  Mr.  Longmore,  Rettie ;  fourth,  Mr.  Turner, 
Arnidoal. 

Sir  G.  S.  Abercromby's  Silver  Challenge  Cap  for  the  best 
cov.— Mr.  Longmore,  Hetlie. 

Heifers  calvd  after  1st  January,  1868.— Jiirst  and  second 
pr^ixe,  Mr.  Bruce,  Broadland ;  third,  Mr.  Longmore,  Bettie. 

Heifers  calved  alter  Ist  January,  1869. — First  and  second 
prizes,  Mr.  Bruce,  Broadland ;  third,  Mr.  Longmore,  Rettie. 

Highland  Society's  Silver  Medal  for  the  best  heifer.— Mr. 
Brace,  Broadland  (yearling  heifer). 

POLLED  BR££D. 

Bolls  not  exceeding  eight  years  old.— First  prize,  Mr.  Tay-. 
'-%  Glenbarry ;  second,  Mr.  Gordon,  Tullochallum. 
^,BaUs  ealved  after  1st  January,  1868.— Mr.  Walker,  Mount- 

Bolls  calved  after  1st  Jannaiy,  1869.  — First  prize,  Mr. 
''^terson,  Mnlben ;  second,  Mr.  Bruce,  Bumside. 

Cov  of  any  age. — ^flrst  prize,  Mr.  Skinner,  Drumin ;  to- 
»a^  Mr.  Peterson,  Mulben ;  third,  Mr.  Tavler.  Glenbarry. 

The  Earl  of  Fife's  Silver  Chafienge  Cup  for  the  best  cow.— 
Mr.Wslker,Monntbletton. 

Hei&n  calved  after  1st  January,  1868.— First  prize,  Mr. 
utenon,  Mulben ;  second  and  third,  Mr.  Walker,  Mount- 
«ctton. 

Hdfers  calved  after  1st  January,  1869.— First  prize,  Mr. 
dinner,  Drumin  ;  second,  Mr.  Paterson,  Mulben ;  third,  Mr. 
Dttff,Hinock.head. 

CROM    BRSED. 

^^  of  any  age.— First  prize,  Mr.  Turner,  Arradoul ;  se- 
^M,  Mr.  Longmore,  Baldavie ;  third,  Mr.  Milne,  Corse  of 
^iiuiQir. 

Psin  of  cows  of  any  age.— First  prize,  Mr.  A.  Wilson,  jun., 
mhieneal;  second,  Mr.  Longmore,  Baldavie;  third,  Mr. 
05iWie,TiUynau^t. 


Heifers  calved  after  1st  January,  1868. — First  prize,  Mr. 
Shand,  Ordens ;  second,  Mr.  Rust,  Faddocklaw ;  third,  Mr. 
Smith,  Thriepland. 

Pairs  of  heifers  calved  after  1st  January,  1868. — First  prize, 
A.  Wilson,  jun.,  Tochieneal;  second,  Mr.  Smith,  Thriep- 
land. 

Heifers  calved  afl«r  1st  January,  1869.— llrst  prize,  Mr. 
Findlater,  Cranua ;  second,  Mr.  Ogilvie,  Tillynaught ;  third, 
Mr.  Shand,  Ordens. 

Pairs  of  heifers  calved  after  1st  January,  1869.-- Firstprize, 
Mr.  Shand,  Ordens ;  second,  A.  Wilson,  jun.,  Tochieneal '; 
third,  Mr.  Shand,  Ordens. 

ANY  BR£ID. 

Oxen  calved  alter  Ist  January,  1868.  —  First  prize,  Mr 
Scott,  Glendronach ;  second,  Mr.  Bruce,  Broadland ;  third, 
Mr.  Longmore,  Hilton. 

Pair  of  oien  calved  after  Ist  January,  1868. — First  prize, 
Mr.  Scott,  Glendronach;  second,  Mr.  Longmore,  Huton; 
third,  Mr.  Longmore,  Baldavie. 

Oxen  calved  after  1st  January,  1869.  —  First  prize,  Mr. 
Shand,  Ordens ;  second,  Mr.  Ogilvie,  Tillynaught ;  tbird,  Mr. 
Murray,  Pittendreigh. 

Pairs  of  oxen  calved  after  1st  January,  1869.— First  prize, 
Mr.  Ogilvie,  Tillynaught;  second,  Mr.  Smith,  Thriepland; 
third,  Mr.  Shand,  Ordens. 

Animals  showing  most  svmmetry,  fat,  and  weight. — First 
prize,  Mr.  Scott,  Glendronach ;  second,  Mr.  Shand,  Ordens. 

Cattle  belonging  to  Tenants  whose  Rents  are  under  £50. 

Dairy  cows  of  any  ase. — First  prize,  Mrs.  Murray,  Bur- 
nervie,  Mamoch ;  second,  Wm.  Lauder,  NethermiUs ;  third, 
James  Biddoch,  Gledsgreen. 

XXTSA  STOCK. 

Cross  cows. — Mr.  Turner,  Arradoul. 

Cow  and  calf. — ^First  and  second  prize,  A.  Wilson,  jun., 
Tochieneal. 

HORSES 

Draught  staUions  having  had  produce  during  the  year  1869. 
— Mr.  Tait,  Brankanenthm. 

Draught  entire  colts  foaled  after  1st  January,  1868.^First 
prize,  Mr.  Tait,  Brankanentham ;  second,  Mr.  Mackie,  Cnm- 
merton. 

Draught  mares  without  foals. — First  prize,  Maior  Gordon, 
Park ;  second,  Mr.  Murray,  Fhichfolds ;  third,  Mr.  Wilson, 
KilnhiUock. 

Mares  for  breeding  draught  horses,  havins  foals  at  foot.— 
First  prize,  Mr.  Longmore,  Rettie ;  second,  Mr.  Leslie,  Cors- 
kellie ;  third,  Mr.  Walker,  Mountblettou; 

Draught  horses. — ^Urst  prize,  A.  WiUon,  jun.,  Tochieneal ; 
second,  Mr.  Scott,  Glendronach ;  third,  J.  Morrison,  Loan- 
head.  « 

Draught  fiUies,  foaled  after  1st  January,  1867.— Mr.  Smith, 
Thriepland. 

Drauffht  fillies,  foaled  after  1st  January,  1868.— Mr.  Walker, 
Mountbletton. 

Draught  ,'geldings,  foaled  after  1st  Januuy,  1868.— First 
prize.  Major  Gordon,  Park;  second,  Mr.  Walker,  Mount- 
oletton. 

Draught  fillies,  foaled  after  Ist  January,  1869.— First  and 
second  prizes,  Mr.  Walker,  Mountbletton ;  third,  Mr.  Longmore, 
Hilton. 

Drauffht  geldings,  foaled  after  1st  January,  1869.— First 
prize,  Mr.  Longmore,  Baldavie ;  second,  Mr.  Longmore,  Hil- 
ton ;  third,  Mr.  Morrison,  Loonhead. 

Extra  Stock.— i*irst  prize,  Mr.  Longmore,  Baldavie ;  sec- 
ond, Mr.  Ogilvie,  Bankhead ;  third,  Mr.  Longmore,  Hilton. 
PIGS. 

Sows.  —  First  prize,  Mr.  Ogilvie,  Bankhead;  second,  O. 
Badenoch,  Camocti. 

SHEEP. 

L£IC£STK&  BREED. 

Tups  of  any  age. — First  prize,  Mr.  Hannay,  Conkie  Bank ; 
second,  Mr.  Bruce,  Bumside ;  third,  Mr.  LesUe,  Corskellie. 
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ShearlioK  tups. — ^Fint  prize,  Mr.  Brace,  Barnside  seoond 
and  third,  Mr.  Mannay,  Croskie  Bank. 

Pens  of  five  ewes,  not  lees  than  two-sheAr,  having  had  lamb, 
daring  the  season. — First  prize,  Mr.  Hannay,  Corskie  Bank ; 
second,  Mr.  Lon^more,  Bettie. 

Pens  of  five  gimmers  or  shearting  0weB.<~Ilrst  prize,  Mr. 
Brace,  Burnside ;  second,  Mr.  Hannay,  Corskie  Bank ;  third, 
Mr.  Longmore,  Bettie. 

AKY  OTUZR  BILEID. 

Six  ewes  having  had  Iambs  daring  the  season.— Mr.  Long- 
more,  Eettie  (Leicester  ewe). 

Sa.  shearling  gimmers. — Mr.  Smith,  Threipland. 

The  dinner  took  place  in  a  marqaee  erected  on  the  groonds, 
and  the  chair  was  taken  by  W.  J.  Taylor,  of  Glenbarry. 

After  the  usual. loyal  and  other  toasts,  in  giving  the 
toast  of  the  evening  the  Chaibxav  said :  I  am  now  aboat  to 
propose  *'  The  United  Banffshire  Society,  and  oontinned  sac- 
cess  to  it."  I  say  continued  success  to  it,  becaase  from  the 
statistics  that  were  read  to  you  by  the  Earl  of  Fife,  whin 
proposinsf  this  toast  last  year,  there  can  be  no  doabt  of  its 
success  hitherto.  X  find  tnat  the  entries  of  this  day  exceed, 
by  a  great  number,  those  of  any  former  year.  Last  j  ear  we 
thought  we  were  very  well  off,  but  we  had  then  only  275 
entries,  as  against  m  this  year.  Therefore,  I  think  I  am 
fuUv  justified  in  saying  that  We  are  going  on  prosperously. 
And,  as  the  numbers  of  the  stock  have  increased,  I  am  quite 
bure  everyone  will  agree  with  me  that  the  quality  haa  not,  at 
all  events,  fallen  off.  I  find  my  friends  the  black  polled,  as 
usnal.  in  the  minority  in  point  of  numbers ;  we  are  over- 
crowded by  tlieee  great  Shorthorns  which  are  now  pervading 
the  countiy,  so  that  we  seldom  see  a  black  beast.  However, 
I  shall  always  adhere  to  the  creed  that  however  good  the 
Shorthorns  may  be,  we  should  always  keep  up  the  black  breed 
for  the  purpose  of  crossing,  and  I  am  sure  my  friend,  Mr. 
Paterson.  will  agree  with  that  sentiment.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  as  to  the  great  advantage  of  such  meeting  as  the  pre- 
sent, and  of  such  societies  as  that  to  the  proajwnty  of  which 
we  are  now  drinking.  Breeders  who  remain  at  home,  and 
seldom  see  any  st^xik  but  their  own,  are  apt  to  get  con- 
ceited about  their  beasts,  and  they  will  never  ^i  out  of 
that  conceit  until  they  come  to  such  an  exhibition  as  the 
present,  and  get  the  shine  taken  out  of  them.  Then 
they  see  that  it  is  necessary  to  go  home  and  try  to  im- 
prove tiieir  ftoek.      I   say,  therefore,  to  the  Banflahire, 


and  to  all  similar  societies,  "Go  on  and  pRMper.**  Aftei. 
wards  in  giving  **The  Tenantry  of  Sootiand*'  he  aid; 
It  is  to  them,  gentlemen,  and  to  their  exertions,  that  it  b 
mainly  owing  that  SootUnd,  instead  of  being  as  formerij,  is 
the  words  of  our  poet, "  Land  of  brown  heath  and  shiggy 
wood,'*  and  one  of  the  poorest  countries  in  the  world,  ii  dov, 
notwithstanding  its  rigorous  climate,  famed  for  its  a£ricalture, 
and  for  the  abundant  product  of  the  soil.  The  reUtioni  of 
landlord  and  tenant,  founded  on  equitable  eontraot,  itrictir 
adhered  to,  are  productive  of  mutual  benefit  and  of  kindly 
feeling  between  tne  classes  a  happy  oontrut  to  the  rtsts  of 
things  which  unhappily  prevails  in  parts  of  the  sister  ooontiy 
of  Ireland,  where  it  Jias  iMen  found  neoesaaiy  to  introdoee  tfas 
legislative  measure  now  before  Parliament,  in  order  to  enforce 
justice  between  landlord  and  tenant.  This  has  been  done  st 
the  expense  of  what  I  consider  a  great  violation  of  the  princi* 
pies  of  political  economy,  and  of  the  grand  principle  of  free 
contract  between  man  and  man,  which,  I  tras^  will  alwsyi  be 
maintained  in  its  entirety  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  Scott,  Qlendronach,  proposed  "  The  landed  proprieton 
of  the  county."  The  chairman  had  said  that  a  great  deal  had 
been  done  by  the  tenantry  in  improving  "  the  land  of  broso 
heath  and  shaggy  wood;*^  but  they  all  knew  that  the  tensatf* 
influence  on  many  occasions  would  have  been  futile  unlen  they 
were  supported  by  wise  and  judicious  landlords.  He  vu 
happv  to  think  that  a  great  number  of  our  landed  proprieton 
could  be  included  in  that  category.  He  waa  very  sorzy  thit  to 
few  came  to  see  their  shows,  which  had  now  become  pett 
institutions.  He  believed,  and  he  was  sure  he  would  be  bone 
out  by  the  agriculturists  around  the  table,  that  if  it  had  not 
been  for  their  cattle  shows,  and  the  improvement  in  breeding, 
the  rent-roll  of  the  landlords  would  not  have  stood  bo  high  u 
they  did.  He  trusted  that  the  landlords  would  perform  thf 
duties  devolving  on  them,  and  that  they  would  profit  by  esp^ 
rience  and  come  amongst  them  more  than  they  had  hitherto 
done,  when  they  would  find  that  their  tenants  were  not  lo  bid 
fellows  to  meet  with. 

Mr.  Caivtue  proposed  the  health  of  the  Chairman.  Ai  a 
landlord  bimsell,  and  as  commissioner  for  a  vast  landed  pro- 
perty in  this  county,  he  was  well  known  and  respected ;  ud 
his  conduct  in  all  buainess  matters,  his  upright  and  strtight- 
forward  conduct  never  fidled  to  call  forth  the  greatest  adflu* 
ration. 

The  Chaibm AN  returned  Uianks.  "  Good  Nigh^wu  then 
given  by  the  Chairman,  and  the  eampany  separated. 


NirWTON.ON.DBRWBNT    AND    DISTRICT    AGEICULTUBAL    SOCIETY. 


This  society  held  ita  sixteenth  annual  show  at  Dunnington, 
four  and  a-half  miles  firom  York. 

Especially  deserving  of  favourable  notice  were  the  buUa  of 
any  age  and  the  bulls  under  twelve  months  old.  The  cow 
classes,  too,  were  equally  good,  the  cows  of  any  age  in-calf  or 
milk,  and  the  heifers  under  three  years  old  being  a  prime  lot 
of  beasts,  and  very  much  admired. 

Li  wool  and  mutton,  no  less  than  in  form,  the  sheep  daaaes 
were  irreproachable. 

The  pi(^  were  equally  good ;  the  boars  of  any  breed  and  the 
BOWS  or  gilts  for  breeding  purposes  being  fully  up  to  the  mark 
for  display  at  an  agricultural  snow. 

The  jndges  were :  For  cattle,  pigs,  and  sheep— H.  Peacock, 
Mount  Vale,  York,  and  J.  Kirby,  Skirpenbeck.  For  horses — 
T.  Bowman,  Croom,  Sledmere,  and  E.  Bobson,  Deighton. 

PRIZE    LIST. 
SHOETHOENED  CATTLE. 

Best  bull  of  any  ^.— First  prize,  G.  Harrison,  Newton- 
on-Derwent ;  second,  T.  Harrison,  Dunnington. 

Bull  under  twelve  months. — ^Prize,  J.  Stephenson,  Whel- 
drake. 

Cow,  of  any  age,  in-calf  or  milk.— First  and  second  prises, 
J.  Stephenson. 

Cow.  of  any  age,  in-calf  or  milk,  for  dairy  puiposea. — ^Fint 
prize,  J.  Stephenson ;  second.  Julia  Hazt»  Dunnington  Lodjge. 

flafor.  under  three  yean  old,  in-oalf  or  milk.-HBint  ptin, 
RtBoandthwaite,  Buttercnmbe ;  aeeond,  J.  Stophenaon, 


Heifer  calf,  under  one  year  old.— Fint  and  Beo(mdpris«,i- 
Stephenson. 

SHEEP. 

Bam,  of  any  age.— Fint  priae,  G.  Harrison;  second,  W. 
White,  Full  Sutton. 

Pen  of  five  ewes,  that  have  suckled  lambs  to  the  1st  Joly.'- 
Fint  prize,  G.  Harrison ;  second,  J.  Stephenson. 

Pen  of  five   shearling .  gimmen. — ^Fint  prize,  J.  Kirbyi 
Skirpenbeck ;  second,  Thomas  Et^  Sutton-on-Derweat 

Pen  of  five  giminer  lambs.— Fint  prize,  0.  Htrriioa: 
second,  J.  Stephenson. 


HOBSES. 


Nag  of  any  age,  to  be  ridden  in  the  presence  of  tbejudg*- 
—Fint  prize,  F.  Mason,  Calm  Farm,  Malton-road ;  •«»«»» 
H.  E,  W.  Hart»  Dunnington  Lodge;  third.  H.  Diiid««' 
Haxby, 

Three-year-old  nag  gelding  or  filly.— First  priie^  H.  B.  w. 
Hart  i  seeond,  Mr.  Watson,  Grimston. 

Two-year-old  nag  fading  or  filly.— Fint  prize,  J.  Stephan- 
son: ' second, T.  Harrison. 

Yearling  nag  gelding  or  filly.— Firrt  prize,  J.  rtuitmy 
Newton-on-Derwent ;  second,  J.  Snowball,  Stockton. 

Nag  foal.— First  prize,  W.  Willsthorpe,  Applflton ;  leooBfl, 
O.  Diekaon,  Healington.  . 

Coaofaing  mare  and  foaL^Fint  and  second  pn2»>  *• 
Stephenson« 
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or  filly.— Kwt  priw,  W. 
Kirl^,  Barton  Fields. 

or  filly. — ^Fiwt  prize,  W. 
aeoond,  Mr.  Newton,  Sotton-on- 


Three^ 
Becket,I)eightoB;  aeoont 

Tvo-year-old  coaching 
Whamm,  Skirpenbeck  ; 
Dtfrent. 

Yeariing  ooaching  gelding  or  filly. — First  prize,  B.  Staveley, 
Scnjingham ;  aeooad,  T.  &Jtmarah,  Stamford  Bridge. 

Hone  or  mare  for  agricoltoral  purposes. — First  prize,  £. 
Jewitt,  West  Cottin^orth ;  second,  J.  Long,  Skipwitn. 

Tvo-ytar-old  agncoltoral  gelding  or  filly. — First  nrize,  T. 
Bfsithwaite,  Newton-on-Derwent ;  second,  T.  Falfreman, 
Kexby. 

Foal,  eolt  or  illly,  for  agricnltaralporpoaea. — ^Firat  prize,  J. 
Batkr,  Malton-rtMd ;  aecond,  W.  J.  Ware,  Skirpenbeck. 

Foal,  hj  any  roadcter  horae. — ^First  prise,  G.  Dickson, 
Hcilington;  seoond,  T.  Harrison. 

Foal,  by  any  coach  hoiae. — ^First  prize,  J.  Kirby,  Bnrtoa 
Fidds ;  second,  T.  Harrison. 


Colt  or  filly  foal  by  **  Elvington  Wddfire."— First  prize,  G. 
Barker,  Ellington ;  second.  T.  Etty,  Sutton-on-Derwent. 

Colt  or  filly  foal  by  "  Bacephalns." — First  prize,  W.DevhP, 
Groves,  York ;  second,  J.  Watson, Grimston. 

Sweepstakes  of  5s.  each,  ^r  be^t  three-year-old  banting 
gelding.— Prize,  J.  Kirby,  Skirpenbeck. 

Sweepstakes  of  Ss.  each,  for  the  best  pony  ander  Hhanda. 
— First  prize,  J.  Wood,  Newton-on-Derwent;  second,  J. 
Williamson,  Elvington ;  third,  J.  Hatfield.  Osbaldwick. 

PIGS. 

Boar,  of  any  breed.-~First  and  aeoond  prizes,  J.  Sedgewiok^ 
The  Grove,  York. 

Sow  or  gilt,  of  any  breed,  for  breedinjBp  narposes.— First 
prize,  T.  Nicholson,  Lawrenoe-street,  York ;  second,  E. 
Taylor.  Holtby. 

Cottagers*  pig. — First  p'rire,  J.  Tesseymsn,  Daanington; 
second,  T.  Portens,  Moiton ;  third,  M.  Shepherd,  Dannmgton. 


SALE    OF    MR.   MEADOWS'    SHORTHORNS    AT    THORNVILLE,   WEXTORD, 

IRBLAND, 
OiT  Trx]&ssat,  Juirs   90.— Bt   Mb.   Jou?r   Thorivtoa. 


Tbis  "  small  but  distinguiahed  herd,"  which  haa  been 
of  gradoal  growth  aince  1830.  waa  comprised  chiefly  of 
tribes  that  had  a  good  local  celebrity.  The  fine  grazing 
district  in  the  Barony  Forth,  in  the  coanty  of  Wexford, 
is  much  indebted  to  Mr.  S.  Armstrong,  of  Enniacorthy, 
who  introduced  Shorthonu  from  Comberland  some  five- 
and  twentj  yean  ago;  Mr.  Bolton,  of  the  Island,  haa 
sbo  a  good  itock,  with  two  holla  of  Mr.  Booth'a  in  aer- 
vice,  wbile  Mr.  Meadowa  started  firat  with  the  Fanny  tribe 
from  Mr.  Conolly.  Many  animala  had  been  bred  from 
this  line,  and  Fanny  30th  was  the  last  in  the  catalogue. 
It  is  only  of  abort  descent,  going  back  to  the  ball  Duke 
(3633).  but  the  sort  ha?e  been  remarkable  for  their 
sweet  heads  and  thorooghbred  looks,  all  duly  appre- 
eiated  in  the  Wexford  showyard,  where  they  won  a 
nomber  of  prizes.  The  Bloom  or  Blossom  tribe  was  got 
from  Mr.  Armstrong,  and  traced  back  to  No.  22  at  the 
Chilton  Sale.  This  was  by  far  the  best  family.  In  1867 
Mr.  Meadows  bred  Bolivar  (25649)  from  thia  tribe,  ex- 
hibited him  in  Dublin,  and  sent  him  to  England,  where 
he  waa  quite  the  best  yearling  at  the  Royal  at  Leicester  in 
1868.  He  was  sold  there  to  Mr.  Brierley,  who  now 
backed  np  the  DEunily,  and  purchased  his  own  sister  Bloom 
0ot  10)  for  50  gs. ;  bnt  she  was  thin  and  low  in  condition 
fr«n  recent  calving,  and  milking  heavily  too.  Her  calf, 
a  very  good  one,  made  51  gs.,  and  went  to  Mr.  Bolton; 
whilst  his  half-aister.  Bloom  of  the  May,  a  heifer  in  good 
condition,  exceedingly  stylish,  and  symmetrical,  fetched 
90  ga.  for  Australia.  Chansonette,  a  fine,  large 
cow.  and  a  prize  winner,  went  to  Mr.  Maxwell  Gamble- 
ton,  County  Cork,  for  64  ga.,  and  her  heifer,  Chaumontel, 
the  first  prise  yearling  at  the  Dublin  Spring  Show,  was 
kept  in  the  county  by  Mr.  Bolton  for  63  gs.  Polly 
Hopkins,  the  highly  commended  heifer  at  Dublin, 
went  cheap  enough  to  Mr.  Gumbleton  for  42  gs. 
Mr.  Meadows  also  sent  over  to  this  country  the  bull 
Charlie  (25745)  who  won  several  premiums,  but  his  line 
of  blood  was  not  greatly  appreciated,  his  dam,  low  in 
eondition,  fetclmig  only  41  gs.,  and  lus  half- 
uter,  a  yearling  heifer,  20  gs.  Prince  of  the 
ficshn,  purchased  from  Mr.  Carr,  in  use  for 
the  Ust  two  years,  was  bought  to  go  to  Mr.  J. 
How,  in  BogUnd,  for  70  gs.  A  very  large  company  as- 
sembled, and  Mr.  Meadows  entertained  a  great  number 
m  the  house.  The  auctioneer,  in  opening  the  sale,  re- 
nisrked  on  the  soeoess  that  had  attended  Mr.  Meadows 
iahii  endeavous  to  compete  in  England  for  prisest  which 


was  received  with  cheers,  and  the  sale  all  through  was  of 
a  most  lively  and  animated  description.  Many  of  the 
cows  being  heavy  milkers  were  low  in  condition,  and  Mr. 
Meadows  reserved  two  at  30  gs.  The  cslves  were  also 
a  little  thin,  but  the  heifers  were  remarkably  good,  and 
brought  out  excellently  under  Tom  Quin,  the  wdl-kuown 
herdsman.     Subjoined  are  the  prices ; 

COWS  AND  HEIFEBS. 
Chemisette  (haa  bred  nine  calves).— -R.  J.  Devereux,  M.F. 

20  gs. 
Fanny  7th  (haa  bred  ten  calvea).— W.  M.  Gibbon,  26  ga. 
Fanny  9th  (has  bred  six  calTeal— W.  J.  Bryan,  31  ga. 
Primrose  4th  (haa  bred  four  calvea).— W.  Boxwell,  21  gs. 
Polly  Fortune  (has  bred  four  calvea).^— W.  J.  Bryan,  30  ga. 
Fanny  14th  (has  bred  four  calves). — Reserved. 
ChinU  (baa  bred  four  calves).— J.  King,  41  gs. 
Amelia  (has  bred  three  calves).— -Reserved. 
Chansonette  (has  bred  two  calves).— Mr.  Gumbleton,  Cork, 

64  gs. 
Bloom  (haa  bred  two  ealves).— €.  W.  Brierley*  Manchester 

50  gs. 
Primrose  6th.— W.  J.  Bxyan,  28  sa. 
Fanny  23rd.— Earl  FiUwilliam,  36  ga. 
Fanny  24th.— A.  Keating,  24  gs. 
Fanny  26th.— W.  J.  Biyan,  65  gs. 
Chenille.— C.  Fumey,  28  n. 
Adelaide.— S.  Armstrong.  Enniscorthy,  22  gs. 
Fanny  26th.— F.  Boxwell,  26  gs. 
Bloom  of  the  May.— Tait,  for  Australia,  90  gs. 
Cambric.— W.  A.  Canlfidd,  20  gs. 
Chaumontel.— W.  Bolton,  The  island,  63  gs. 
Polly  Hopkins.— M.  Gumbleton,  42  gs. 
Fanny  27tb.— C.  Fumey,  16  js. 
Bloom  of  the  Heather.— W.  Bolton,  61  gs. 
Cashmere.— J.  Thomas,  18  gs. 
Primrose  8th. — A.  Connon,  18  gs. 
Fanny  30th.— W.  T.  Taylor,  10  gs. 
Ch^vre  Feuille.— M.  Gumbleton,  18  gs. 

BULLS. 
Prince  of  the  Realm  (22627).-^.  How,  Brougbton,  70  gs. 
Fite-Charles^R.  Devereux,  M.P.,  30  gs. 
Charlemagne.- W.  J.  Bryan,  20  gs- 

SUMXAET. 

£     s.    d.  £      s.  d. 

26  Cows 86    0    0    ...    878  12    0 

3  Bulls 42    0    0    ...     126    0    0 


Total    


...  £999  12    0 


28  head  averaged  £36  14s. 
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SALE    OF     MR.     D.     B.     DAVIES'     HERD, 

MERE  OLD   H\LL,    KNIJTSFOED,  CHESHIRE, 

Wediiesday,  July  13, 1870.— By  Mr.  Stjufiord. 


MancheBter  seemed  to  be  the  head-quarters  ovcfDight 
for  the  Shorthorn  fraternity,  who  were  bound  for 
Mere  Old  Hall,  to  see  the  sale,  not  so  mnch  of  Mr. 
Bavies'  herd  as  the  sale  of  old  Moss  Rose,  her  daughter, 
and  the  Cleopatras.  The  "  Queen"  colTee-room  was  as 
full  of  the  Shorthorn  elite  as  a  commercial-room  could 
be  of  business  men.  Mr.  Drewy  (Duke  of  Devonshire), 
Mr.  Leiiey,  Mr.  Tracy,  Mr.  Mcrton,  and  Mr.  Strafford, 
had  preceded  Mr.  Oliver,  Mr.  Foster,  Mr.  Larking,  Mr. 
Rand  (Lord  Braybrooke),  Mr.  Lynn,  Mr.  Thornton, 
and  the  Australian  contingent,  Mr.  White  and  Mr.  Lang- 
dale  ;  and  there  was  the  felt  but  unspoken  suspicion  that 
everyone  was  bound  upon  the  same  purpose.  It  was, 
however,  reported  that  Mr.  Cochrane,  in  company  with 
his  clever  assistant,  Simon  Beattie,  had  been  there  and 
gone  down  overnight,  after  having  been  to  Wetherby 
and  Warlaby,  making  some  extraordinary  purchases,  so 
that  all  chances  of  a  bargain  seemed  gone.  The  old  cow 
was  freely  put  to  make  two  to  three  hundred,  and  the 
heifer  at  least  five ;  but  the  company  had  not  reckoned 
upon  the  Squire  of  Gaddesby,  who  was  not  down  over- 
night either  in  person  or  by  deputy,  in  Mr.  Bland. 

A  few  slight  showers  only  refreshed  the  hot,  bright 
morning,  and  cheered  the  hearts  of  the  bumt-up  south 
countrymen.  The  cattle  were  conveniently  placed  in  a 
large  field,  where  the  ring  was  pitched,  and  some  pens 
secured  the  sheep  and  pigs,  upon  which  Messrs.  Clarke 
and  Lythall  operated  afterwards. 

By  noon  there  was  a  large  and  thoroughly  Shorthorn 
company,  among  them  being  Mr.  (Cochrane  and  Beattie ; 
Mr.  Gibson,  on  the  part  of  Messrs.  Waleott  and  Camp- 
bell; Mr.  Downing,  Mr.  Slye,  Mr.  Knowles  (Capt. 
Gunter),  Mr.  Shitter  (Lord  Derby),  Mr.  Roper  (Lord 
Skclmcrsdale),  Mr.  Punchard  (Lord  Kenlis),  Mr.  Bland 
(£.  U.  Cheney,  Esq),  Mr.  Culshaw.  (Col.  Towneley), 
Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr.  Atherton,  Mr.  Tunnicliffe,  Mr. 
Baxter,  Mr.  Fawcett,  Rev.  P.  Graham. 

Old  Moss  Rose  and  Wellingtonia  grazed  near  the  gate, 
as  if  they  knew  the  object  of  the  company ;  Cleopatra 
oth,  being  in  season,  was  kept  in  the  house,  and  the  rest 
grazed  in  the  field.  The  white  Moss  Rose  2nd  was  a 
little  difficult  to  find  among  many  white  ones,  as  her 
splendid  pedigree  was  not  fully  borne  out  in  her  appear- 
ance. A  white  Cleopatra  was  once  or  twice  mistaken 
for  her ;  but  when  found.  Moss  Rose  2nd's  appearance 
was  keenly  scanned,  inasmuch  as  a  little  doubt  prevailed 
as  to  her  productiveness.  She  had  a  tnmonr  when  a 
yearling,  and  had  been  served  by  Twelfth  Duke  of  Thorn- 
dale,  but  not  holding  to  him  she  had  been  sent  to 
Wetherby,  and  served  Jan.  12,  by  Third  Duke  of  Wharf- 
dale.  It  was  also  said  that,  in  the  event  of  her  not 
breeding,  Mr.  Davies  would  meet  the  case.  The  other 
animab,  save  a  pietty  roan  heifer  from  Candidate's 
Dnchess,  were  not  particularly  admired,  and  the  two  by 
the  Twdfth  Duke  of  Thomdole  were  deemed  weedy  and 
delicate.  The  bulls  in  the  houses  were  considered,  and 
some  went  even  so  far  as  to  say  they  would  have  made 
inferior  steers ;  still  jnst  before  lunch  they  were  paraded 
in  a  ring  and  showed  to  more  advantage. 

A  very  elegant  luncheon  was  served,  with  Mr.  Tatton 
in  the  chair,  who  proposed  her  Majesty's  health,  and 
also  Mr.  Davies*,  whose  popularity  and  zealous  efforts 
in  bringing  out  another  herd,  after  thirty-six— the  whole 


herd  save  four — ^had  been  lost  in  the  plague,  were  ooe 
general  theme  of  discourse. 

The  ring  was  pitched  a  long  distance  from  the  shedi, 
and  a  spacions  raised  stand  erected  behind  the  auetioaeer. 
During  his  preliminary  observations  and  the  reading 
of  the  conditions  of  ude.  Old  Moss  Rose,  lookiag  ts 
young  and  as  fresh  as  at  Preston  Hall,  paraded  the 
ring  for  the  fifth  time,  and  seemed,  with  her  head  ap 
and  gay  carriage,  to  be  as  well  aware  as  she  was  proad  of 
it.  'i*he  history  of  this  remarkable  cow  is  as  folloirs : 
Bred  by  Mr.  Harvey  Combe,  she  was  sold  as  a  calf,  and 
a  great  beauty  too,  at  Cobham  Park  aale,  1837,  for 
26Ugs.  to  Mr.  Hales,  who  resold  her  to  Mr.  Betts  for 
245g8.  in  18G2,  her  bull-calf  Marmion  selling  for  153gi. 
to  Mr.  D.  R.  Davies.  At  the  Preston  Hall  sale  she  was 
bought  by  Mr.  Davies  for  230gs.,  and  her  calf  Mom  llosc 
2nd  by  Mr.  Foster  for  IGOgs.  It  was  agreed,  however, 
they  should  toss  for  choice ;  and  Mr.  Foster  took  Mom 
Rose,  Mr.  Davies  buying  her  at  his  sale  for  400gt. 
There  was  mnch  elegance  and  fine  character  about  hei^ 
a  sweet  head,  with  long,  tapering  horns,  fitted  well  on  to 
her  neat  shoulders.  Age  had  made  her  lumpy  behiod ; 
but  her  lovely  roan  and  thoroughbred  stylish  look  tt 
once  commended  her  even  to  the  sceptical.  Mr.  Drewry 
bid  a  hundred  for  her,  and  Mr.  Foster  fifty  more.  Mr. 
Lency  came  in  at  200gs.,  and  then  followed  qaiet  bids  ! 
behind  the  rostrum  up  to  330gs.,  when  Mr.  £lt  Chenej, 
of  Gaddesby,  was  announced  the  buyer.  She  has  thus 
realised  l,485gs.  at  various  times.  I 

Cleopatra  8th,  a  fine,  large,  deep  roan  cow  of  beta- 
tiful  quality,  and  a  180  gs.  purchase  at  Holker,  was  R- 
purchased  by  Mr.  Drewry  at  80  gs.     Harmony,  a  short-      | 
legged,  long-bodied  cow,  went  cheap  enough  and  io-cslf 
to  Mr.  Homer.      Wellingham,  a  120  gs.  purchase  at 
Havering,  kept  np  her  good  looks,  and  fell  to  Mr.  Slje, 
after  some  omiosition  from  Mr.  Thornton,  for  40  gi.  over 
cost  price.  Mr.  Thornton,  however,  got  the  next  at  41  gs., 
and  she  was  a  90  gs.  purchase  of  Mr.  Logan,  who  wos 
the  first  prize  at  the  Plymouth  Royal  with  her.    In  sjm- 
metiy,  colour,  and  fine  quality  she  was  unequalled,  snd 
seemed  a  cheap  in-calf  investment.   Candidate's  Paeheis, 
by  Capt.  Gunter's  Duke  of  Wharfdale,  was  not  in  a  breed- 
ing state.    Cleopatra  Oth,  coughing,  but  a  nice-coloured 
slyish  cow,  was  re-purchased  by  Mr.  Downey  for  Mr. 
Harward  at  66  gs.    Then  came  some  quite  aeoood-rate 
animals  until  lot  12,  a  Bracelet,  a  40  gs.  lot  at  Mr. 
Wythes  in  1867.    Although  a  deep,  short-lcggcd,  fioe- 
coloured  cow,  she  had  a  low  loin,  supported  with  good 
round  ribs.    Mr.   Drewr),  after  opposition  from  Mr. 
Thornton,  secured  her  at  70  gs.,  and  her  sister,  not  so 
good  but  in-calf,  at  45  gs.    Then  eame  in  Moss  Rose 
2nd,  a  sweet-headed,  long-quartered,  stylish-lookiog  hd- 
fer--200  gs.  was  the  first  bid.      Mr.  Beattie  for  Mr. 
Cochrane  bid  400  gs.,  and  Mr.  Oliver  got  in  at  450. 
Then  followed  a  succession  of  bids  from  the  stand  np  to 
700  gs.,  when  Mr.  Oliver  was  in  again:  *'len."  said  Mr. 
Beattie,  and  then  arose  a  dapping  of  hands  and  slight 
cheers ;  "  twenty."  from  Mr.  Bland ;  "  thirty."  ihonted 
out  Beattie;  "five,"    said  Mr.  Oliver;    and  "fifty, 
came  Mr.  Bland;  "eightv,**  said  Mr.  OUver;  "eig^ 
hundred;"  "the  glass  runs."      "Who's  the  bn/tfj' 
Mr.  Cheney ;  and  a  good  cheer  and  mnch  murmnnDg 
talk  and  surprise  arose  on  thia   extraordinsiy  •BunVt 
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whicb  ii  by  fiur  the  dearest  sold  this  year.  The  saoces- 
sioB  of  inferior  animals  fetched  inferior  prices,  and  Mr. 
Thornton  for  Mr.  James  had  quite  a  single  guinea  run 
with  Mr.  Homer  for  Cleopatra  12th.  The  13th,  put  up 
at  50  gs.,  was  a  fiur,  deep-fleshed  heirer,  and  Mr.  Foster 
got  her  at  62  gs.  Candidate's  Duchess  2nd,  by  Grand 
Me  of  £ssex  4th,  ont  of  lot  6,  was  by  far  the  prettiest 
lot  ia  the  sale ;  there  was  much  competition  for  her,  and 
the  went  e?entnally  for  105  gs.  to  Mr.  Thornton.  Mr. 
Fawcett  got  a  yery  pretty  Cleopatra  yearling  from  lot  2, 
cliesp  at  57  gs. ;  and  Wellingtonia  2nd  by  12th  Duke  of 
Thorodale  was  anything  but  handsome ;  a  peculiar  roan, 
lod  eridently  light  fleshed,  she  seemed  dear  at  200  gs.  to 
Mr.  Leney. 

Lot  10,  of  the  bnlls.  Royal  Chester,  a  plainish,  growing 
boll  with  a  nice  colonr,  inferior  head,  and  good  flaiik,  was 
broDght  in  first  and  put  up  at  100  gs.  There  was  little 
competition  for  him.  Mr.  White,  however,  who  evi- 
dently fancied  him  for  his  sister's  sake,  opposed  Mr. 
Stiafford,  who  got  him  at  200  gs.  for  Mr.  Barnes,  of 
of  Sydney.  Lot  1,  Grand  Duke  of  Essex  4th,  had  not 
improved  on  his  yearly  appearance  when  Mr.  Davies  gave 
170  gs.  for  him,  and  went  at  a  trifle  over  market  pricb. 
Then  came  in  lof  16,  by  far  the  handsomest  calf  in  the 
sale,  and  one  of  great  promise ;  he  was  own  brother  to 
Roysl  Chester,  and  Mr.  Knowlea  got  him  cheap  enough 
athOgs. 

With  this  the  interest  of  the  Shorthorns  ceased, 
ind  Messrs.  Lythall  and  Clarke  discoursed  to  an  almost 
local  company  on  the  merits  of  the  very  superior  Shrops, 
vkieh  had  been  selected  from  some  of  the  best  flocks.  A 
lew  were  passed,  bnt  on  the  whole  fair  prices  were  ob- 
tained, from  5^  to  18|  gs.  Five  pounds  per  head  was 
pud  for  a  pen  of  shearling  ewes,  and  the  first  saw,  a 
hsodaome  lot  bred  for  Mr.  Atherton,  made  10 1,  whilst 
ber  daughter  fetched  £1S.  This  concluded  a  very  snc- 
reufid  and  pleasant  though  somewhat  tedions  business. 
Sobjoined  are  the  prices : 

COWS  AND  H£IF£RS. 
Mott  Rose,  roan,    calved    July  2,  1858,  by   Marmadoke 

(14897),  oat  of  Cambridge  Rose  6th  by  3rd  Duke  of  York 

(10166).~Mr.  £.  H.  Cheney,  350  m. 
Cleopatra  5th,  roan,  calved  January  2, 1861,  by  9th  Duke  of 

Oxford  (17738),  out  of  Cleopatra  3rd  by  C*dge  Barrington 

Sad  (14224).— Duke  of  Devonshire,  80  gs. 
HarmoDy,  red  and  white,  calved  November  2, 1861,  by  Cherry 

Duke  3rd  (1576S),  out  of  Floret  by  DongUs  (12714).— Mr. 

C.M.Hamer,46gs. 
WdliagUmia,  loan,  calved  May   6,  1862,  by  Srd  Duke  of 

Thorodale  (17749),  ont  of  Waterloo  24th  by  Grand  Duke 

3rd  (16182).— Mr.  W.  W.  Slye,  160  gs. 
Cbarioite  4th,  roan,  calved  March  29,  1863,  by  Duke  of 

Knowhnere  (19623),  out  of  Charlotte  by  Noble  Arthur 

(16621).— Mr.  John  Tlioniton,  41  gs. 
CSadidate's  Dochess,  red  and  white,  calved  July  17, 1863,  by 

Bake  of  Wharfdale  (19648),  out  of  Candidate  by  Jasper 

(11609)w— Mr.  J.  HalsaU,  35  gs. 
Cleopatni  9th,  roan,  calved  November  16,  1863,  by  Lord 

Oifbfd  (20214),  ont  of  Cleopatra  4lh  by  Duke  of  Buck- 

ia^oi  (14438).— Mr.  J.  Harward,  65  gs. 
Boae  of  Thomdale  2nd,  red  and  white,  calved  April  5, 1864, 

bj  Sad  Duke  of  Thomdale  (17748),  ont  of  Rose  of  f  ebruazy 

by  May  Duke  (13320).— Mr.  Thorn,  49  gs. 
IHrtation  2nd,  white,  calved  February  3, 1865,  by  Garibaldi 

(17919),  ont  Flirtation  by  Rakish  (15127).— Mr.  Watson, 

iMDora  2Bd,  red  and  white,  calved  July  18,  1865,  by  Gari- 
bsUi  (17919),  out  of  Leonora  by  Homer  (14714).— Mr. 

^Thoa,86g8. 

noas  of  Thomdale  2nd,  red  and  white,  ealved  August  13, 
1865.  byMedora's  Grand  Dake  (22337),  out  of  Iloseof 
Thondak  by  2nd  D.  of  Thomdale  (17748).— Mr.  Thom, 
31 


lOJ, 


out  of  Blanc  Mange  by  MagUtrate  (13274).— Duke  of 
Devonshire,  70  gs. 
Bland,  roan,  calved  January  21, 1867,  by  Sir  James  ^2902), 
out  of  Blanc  Mange  by  Magistrate  (13274).— Duke  of 
Devonshire,  45  gs. 
Moss  Roae  2ud,  white,  calved  January  19, 1S67,  by  4tli  Duke 
of  Thomdale  (17750),  out  of  Moss  Rose  by  Marmaduke 

(14897).— Mr.  E.  H.  Cheney,  800 gs. 
Flirtation  3rd,  roan,  calved  May  10, 1867,  by  Young  Hopeful 

(24159),  out  of  FUrtalion  2nd  by  Garibaldi  (17919).— Mr. 
Thorn,  33  gs. 
Priucess  Royal  2nd,  red  and  white,  calved  May  29, 1807,  by 

Young  Hopeful  (24159),  out  of  Princess  Royal  by  Gari- 
baldi (17919).- Mr.  Highfidd,  25  gs. 
Charlotte  7th,  red,  calved  September  29,  1867,  by  Golden 

Duke  2nd  (21837),  out  of  Chariotte  4th  by  Duke  of  Knowl- 

mere  (19623).— Mr.  Owen,  27  gs. 
Rose  of  Thomdale  4tli,  red   and  white,  calved  March  6, 

1868,  by  Grand  Duke  of  Essex  4tb  (24068),  ont  of  Rose 

of  Thomdale  2nd  by  Medora's  Grand  Dake  (22337).— 

Mr.  Thom,  30  gs. 
Cleopatra  12tb,  white,  calved  April  13, 1868,  by  Grand  Duke 

of  Essex  4th  (24068),  out  of  Cleopatra  5th  by  9th  Duke  of 

Oxford  (17738).— Mr.  J.  A.  James,  47  gs. 
Flirtation  4th,  white,  calved  June  25. 1868,  by  Grand  Dnke 

of  Euex  4th  (24068),  out  of  Flirtation  2nd  by  Garibaldi 

(17919).— Mr.  Robinson,  20  gs. 
Cleopatra  13th,  white,  calved  October  18, 1868,  by  3rd  Duke 

of  Claro  (23729),  out  of  Cleopatra  9th  by  Lord  Oxford 

(20214).— Mr.  Foster,  62  gs. 
Rose  of  Thomdale  5th,  roan,  calved  February  14, 1869,  by 

Grand  Duke  of  Essex  4th  (24068),  out  of  Rose  of  Thom- 
dale 2nd  by  Medora's  Grand  Duke  (22337).— Mr.  Brooke, 

21  gs. 
Candidate's  Duchess  2nd,  roan,  calved  February  15,  1869, 

by  Grand  Dnke  of  Essex  4th  (24068),  out  of  Candidate's 

Dachess    by  Dnke    of  Wharfdale    (19648).— Mr.   John 

Thornton,  105  gs. 
Leonora  3rd,  red,  calved  Febraary  15,  1869,  by  Grand  Duke 

of  Essex  4th  (24068),  out  of  Leonora  2nd  by  Garibaldi 

(17919).— Mr.  Cooke,  27  gs. 
Princess  Royal  3rd.  rich  roan,  calved  AprU  28, 1869,  by  12th 

Duke  of  Thorndale  (26020),  out  of  Princess  Royal  by  Gari- 
baldi (17919).— Mr.Highfield,25gs. 
Cleopatra  14th,  white,  calved  AprU  26, 1869,  by  Grand  Duke 

of  Essex  4th  (24068),  out  of  Cleopatra  5th  by  9th  Duke  of 

Oxford  (17788).— Mr.  J.  Fawcett,  57  gs. 
Wellingtonia  2nd,  rich  roan,  calved  May  9,  1869,  by  12th 

Dake  of  Thomdale  (26020),  ont  of  WeUingtonia  by  Srd 

Duke  of  Thorndale  (17749).— Mr.  F.  Leney,  200  gs. 
Charlotte  8th,  red  and  white,  calved  January  16, 1870,  by 

Grand  Dnke  of  Essex  4Ui  (24068),  out  of  Chariotte  4th  by 

Dnke  of  Knowlmere  (19623).— Mr.  Ratcliffe,  16  gs. 
Roae  of  Thomdale  6th,  roan,  calved  March  1, 1870,  by  Grand 

Duke  of  Essex  4th  (24068),  ont  of  Rose  of  Thomdale  2nd 

by  Medora's  Grand  Duke  (22337).— Mr.  T.  Statter,  26  gs. 
Leonora  4th,  red  and  white,  calved  March  28,  1870,  by 

Grand  Dnke  of  Eisex  4th  (24068),  out  of  Leonora  2nd  by 

Garibaldi  (17919).— Mr.  Jabez  Hart,  12  gs. 
Cleopatra  15tb,  rich  roan,  calved  May  8, 1870,  by  Grand  Duke 

of  Essex  4th  (24068),  ont  of  Cleopatra  5th  by  9th  Duke 

of  Oxford  (17738).— Dead. 
Charlotte  9th,  roan,  calved  June  5, 1870,  by  Grand  Duke  of 

Essex  4th  (24068),  out  of  Charlotte  7th  by  Golden  Duke 

2nd  (21837).— Mr.  Thom,  15  gs. 

BULLS. 
Grand  Dnke  of  Essex  4th  (24068),  roan,  calved  May  2. 1866, 

by  Grand  Duke  4th  (19874),  out  of  Lady  Bates  3rd  by  4th 

Duke  of  Oxford  (11387).— Mr.  Thorn,  43  p. 
Freebooter  (26198),  red,  calved  July  2,  1867,  by  Garibaldi 

(17919),  ont  of  Candidate's  Duchess  by  Duke  of  Wharfdale 

(19648).— Mr.  Statter,  29  gs. 
Entimsiast  (26106),  red  and  white,  ealved  July  7. 1867,  by 

Gsribaldi  (17919),  out  of  Snnnise  4th  by  2nd  Duke  of 

Kent  (19620).— Mr.  Howard,  50  gs. 
Leonardo  (26579),  red  and  white,  calved  March  16, 1868,  by 

Grand  Dnke  of  Essex  4th  (24068),  ont  of  Leonora  2nd  by 

Garibaldi  (17919).— Mr.Middleton,  29gs. 
*   .    .  «.      ^9^ 


'» roan,  calved  March  23, 1866,  by  Sir  James  (22902),     Safeguard  (27409),  roan,  calved  May  29,  1868,  by  Grand 
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Dake  of  ISssex  Uh  (24068),  oat  of  Sarmiae  4th  by  2nd 

Duke  of  Kent  (19620).— Mr.  F.  Mnrton.  40  n. 
Patriot  (27048),  rotn,   oalved   July  17,  1868,  by  Putrician 

(24728).  out  of  Harmony  by  Cherry  Duke  8rd  (16768).— 

Mr.  Eatcliffe,27gs. 
Don  Carlos  (26908),  red  and  white,  cal?ed  October  8, 1868, 

by  Grand  Duke  of  Eeaex  4th  (24068),  out  of  Charlotte  4th 

by  Duke  of  Knowhnere  (19623).— Mr.  Thorn,  30  ga. 
Thomdale  Oxford  Duke,  red  and  white,  calyed  February  12, 

1869,  by  12th  Duke  of  Oxford  (19633;,  out  of  Boae  of 

Thomdale  2nd  by  2nd  Duke  of  Thomdale  (17748).— Mr. 

Harrison,  36  n. 
Prince  Thomdale,  red  and  white,  calved  April  16,  1869,  by 

12th  Duke  of  Thomdale  (26020),  out  of  Bracelet  by  Sir 

James  (22902)— Mr.  White,  31  gs. 
Eoyal  Chester,  roan,  calved  April  26, 1869,  by  Grand  Duke 

10th  (21848),  out  of  Moss  Eoae  by  Marmaduke  (14897).— 

Mr.  Bamea,200g8. 
Pretender,  roan,  calved  July  21. 1869,  by  Grand  Duke  of 

Essex  4th  (24068),  out  of  Flirtation  2nd   by   Garibaldi 

(17919).— Mr.  Robinson,  36  gs. 
Sonsster,  rich  roan,  calved  August  11, 1869,  by  Grand  Duke 

of  Essex  4th  (24068).  out  of  Harmony  by  Cherry  Duke 

3rd  (16673).— Mr.Wyatt,36g8. 
B«d  Rover,  red  and  white,  calved  December  7. 1869,  bv  En- 

thusiast  (26106),  out  of  Princess  Royal  2nd  by  Young 

Hopeful  (24169).— Mr.  PUtt,  27  gs. 
Snowstorm,  white,  calved  January  20, 1870,  by  Grand  Duke 

of  Essex  4fch  (24068),  out  of  BUnd  by  Sir  James  (22902).— 

Mr.  Wright,  8  gs. 
Duke  of  WeUin^ton,  roan,  calved  May  19,  1879,  by   12th 

Duke  of  Thomdale  (26020),  out  of  Wellingtoma  by  3rd  Duke 

of  Thomdale  (17749).— Mr.  Tindal,  30  gs. 
Royal  Lancaster,  roan,  calved  June  20, 1870,  by  10th  Grand 

Duke  (21848),  out  of  Moss  Rose  by  Marmaduke  (14897).— 

Capt.  Gunter,  180  gs. 
Thomdale  Baronet,  roan,    calved  July  1,  1870,  by  12th 

Duke  of  Thomdale  (26020),  out  of  Bracelet  by  Sir  James 

(22902).— Mr.  Thorn,  IS  gs. 

SUMMABT. 

£         8.     d. 

31  Cows  averaged  £87  12s.  6d 2,716      7    0 

17  BnUs       „       £48    Os.  9d 883    14    0 

Total .£3,660    1    0 

48  head  averaged £78  198.  2d. 


SALE  OF  MR.  DRAKE'S  HERD, 

AT    SHARDELOES,    AMERSHAM,    BUCKS, 

July  16,  1870.— Bi  Me.  Stiuitord. 

As  a  popular  master  of  honnds  Mr.  Drake  was  better 
known  than  has  a  breeder  of  Shorthorns.  His  herd  had, 
however,  been  in  existence  for  nearly  twenty  years,  "  being 
long  and  carefully  bred  from  the  fiuned  herds  of  the  late 
Captain  Dilke,  the  Rev.  F.  Thorsby,  and  Mr.  W.  Torr : 
the  sires  formerly  used  were  of  the  famed  Knightley  sort, 
snch  as  St.  Patrick  (12038)  and  Scapulary  (15244),  fol- 
lowed by  Final  Hope  (17848)  from  Aylesby,  Lord 
Lieutenant  (22167)  from  Bnshey  Grove,  and  Wizard 
(26468)  from  Sholebroke  Lodge"— who  was  still  in  blind- 
fold service.  For  large  fine  frames  and  great  milking 
properties  the  cattle  looked  excellent,  and  were  brought 
ont  in  excellent  condition,  especially  some  of  the  two- 
year-old  heifers,  which  were  a  fine  lot,  though  they  all 
somewhat  lacked  that  style  which  now  seems  of  snch  high 
yalne.  Mr.  Torr  and  Mr.  Gibbon  rested  their  weary 
judicial  labours  for  a  day,  and  were  present ;  also  the 
Rev.  J.  Mieklethwaite  (Norfolk^,  Mr.  Sartoris  (Iteidish), 
Mr.  Aubrey  Mumford  (Chilton),  and  a  small  local  com- 
mnjr.    A  magnificent  luncheon,  in  the  true  hearty  old 


English  style,  wis  aenred  in  a  marquee,  and  had  it  been 
a  "  meet"  instead  of  a  "  sale"  would  doubtless  have  been 
filled  quickly  enough ;  as  it  was  the  attendance  was  r^ 
markably  small. 

The  cows  accordingly  sold  low,  often  nndv  market 
price,  going  from  18  gs-  to  33  gs.  Mr.  Mieklethwaite 
secured  the  best  bred  cow  at  only  24  gs..  Madrigal  6th, 
with  three  crosses  of  Booth  blood  on  a  Robson  origia, 
milking  heavily  after  calving.  Mr.  D.  HiU  of  Pinner, 
and  Mr.  Heanley  of  Croft,  ako  got  some. 

The  heifers  went  better,  lot  24,  Lselia  Sth,  was  a  fine 
white  heifer  in  capital  condition  in  calf.    She  made  bat 

40  gs.  from  Mr.  Hugh  Dunn,  who  also  got  LseUa  9th  st 

41  gs.,  and  opposed  for  lot  29,  Meadow  Flower  13th,  a 
thidE  roan,  up  to  37  gs.  Lot  32,  a  very  handsome  roaa 
heifer,  Madrigal  18th,  fetched  the  top  price,  63  gs ,  and 
was  bought  by  Mr.  Thornton  for  Mr.  Cochrane,  Canada. 

A  few  of  the  calves  were  very  pretty  and  fetched  from 
Sgs.  to  20  gs.  each.  Wizard  (25468),  a  short-legged, 
good,  red,  buJl,  and  quit«  active,  made  beef  prices,  and 
Valorous,  a  red  yearling  of  the  Vestria  tribe,  went  for 
40  gs.  Some  bull  calves  made  as  high  as  8  gs.  each,  and 
the  eight  bulls  averaged  about  £19  10s.,  the  whole  herd 
realising  not  quite  £1,400,  or  about  £24  a  piece.  The 
country  is  much  burnt  up.  the  crops  look  fair,  and  pro- 
mise well,  but  a  steady  down  pour  for  four-and-twenty 
hoars  would  be  of  immense  service. 


THE  INOIDENOB  OF  LOCAL  TAXATION. 

Where  tenant-fiarmers  (as  is  now  common)  are  disposed  to 
talk  strongly  about  game  and  the  game  laws,  chambers  of  agri- 
enltnre  and  analo^ns  societies  are  very  apt  to  be  entertsued 
with  lone  di^nisitions  on  load  taxation,  and  the  Tsriou 
phrases  wherein  it  is  unpleasant  to  the  landowners.    Farmen 
are  ur^nUy  asked  to  direct  their  attention  to  that  subject. 
Agitation  is  repaired  atthdr  hands,  and  some  of  those  alarmist 
tactics,  which,  in  days  gone  by,  rendered  the  fanners'  interoti 
the  stalkmg  horse  of  the  landowners,  are  pat  in  motion.   Bat 
somehow  or  other  farmers  torn  a  heedless  if  not  a  deaf  ear  to 
such  invocations.    They  begin  to  see  that,  as  yeaidy  teaaati  it 
all  events,  to  shift  the  local  hardens  to  the  Ezeheqner,  or  to 
personal  property,  or  anywhere  else  in  relief  of  the  landowners, 
would  be  shifting  the  borthen  from  one  shoulder  to  the  other. 
What  they  ceaseSd  to  pay  as  taxation  would  be  added  to  rent. 
This  was  exemplified  lately  at  a  meeting  of  the  Yeovil  Board 
ofGoardians,  where  Mr.   Andrews,   a  labourer  goardiia, 
strongly  advocated  a  charge  of  poor  rates  on  the  ownen  of 
personal  as  well  as  hmded  property.    Thereupon  Mr.  Shore 
asked  "  where  the  tenant-farmers  were  going  to  set  the  advan- 
tage of  it  P"    As  Mr.  Andrews  felt   constrained  to  admit,  it 
was  more  easy  to  ask  than  to  answer  a  qaestion.    After  aiiaf 
sundry  lengthy  argamenta,  Mr.  Andrews  was  told  bjr  i^^ 
farmers  that  he  had  not  answered  Mr.  Shore's  gneitioo.   ^^ 
doubt  this  was  hard.    Bat  Mr.  Parsons  put  the  olgeetioa 
plainly  when  he  said— "  If  he  had  a  house  to  let,  nearly  tinji 
the  first  qaestion  was— *  What  are  the  ratesP    Then  if  tte 
rent  was  £100,  and  the  rates  £20,  of  course  the  sppueujf 
would  take  that  into  account ;  but  he  did  not  see  that  it  »- 
febted  the  tenant  in  any  other  way."    Then  Mr.  Harden  said 
—"Supposing  his  (Mr.  Andrews*)  scheme  were  c«n«[S'7 
and  the  tax  redaced  to  6d.  in  the  pound,  didn't  he  think  tW 
the  difference  would  be  added  to  the  tenants  in  the  shape  a 

rent?  He  believed  landlords  in  general  would  doso« 

once."  Ck)mmenting  on  this  meeting,  the  Mark  Lou  St^^ 
fairly  tells  its  agricultural  readers— «  Attempt  to  disgnwj  « 
as  we  may,  rates  and  taxes  with  the  farmer  are  very  jn"*"  ■ 
matter  of  rent.    There  i8_  nothing  so  suweptible,  ^^^^^ 


buoyant,  as  rent.  Only  free  it  from  its  burthens,  and  np  r 
eoesina  moment  like  a  baUoon."  All  this  the  &rnfln*J 
finding  out,  and  it  is  every  year  becoming  more  ""5"!  .J 
make  them  the  oatspaw  of  the  kadowaers  m  sttoopts  toiw 
the  taxes  Ming  on  land  t9  Qther  nropert^.^iS^off^'^i 
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THE  SOCIETY  OP  AGMOTTLTURISTS 

IN  FBANCE. 

TRIAL  OF  REAPING  MACHINES. 

It  it  fome  moathfl  since  we  notioed  the  origiu  and  dne 
ittognitioa  of  this  Society,  under  whose  aospieea  a  grand 
aitioQal  CoQgTCfls  will  be  held  in  Paris  in  May,  1871. 
la  the  meanwhile  M.  Dronyn  de  Lhnys,  the  President, 
irnoged  for  an  international  trial  of  reaping  machines, 
f  hick  commenced  on  Monday  last,  on  the  fiirui  of  the 
bfotheri  Decanville,  at  Petit  Bonrg,  some  twenty  or 
tbirty  miles  from  Paris,  on  the  Lyons  line  of  railway. 
Thii  oocapation  is  over  3,000  acres  of  land  in  extent,  not 
precisely  in  a  ring  fence,  lor  there  is  not  a  fence  npon  it ; 
neh  boandaiT  lines  as  there  are  dividing  the  fields  into 
wme  hondreds  of  acres  each.  There  was,  for  instance, 
oae  of  three  hundred  acres  in  wheat,  another  adjoining 
itill  Urger  in  beet,  while  in  a  third  of  as  great  a  range  a 
doable  let  of  steam  plough  apparatus  was  at  work  break- 
ing np  the  new  stubble.  There  are  water  works  that 
pompapasupply  from  the  Seine,  there  are  gasworks, 
ud  a  beet-root  distillery,  with  boys',  girls',  and  infants* 
Khooli  for  the  children  of  the  fire  hundred  men  em- 
ployed on  the  &rm. 

It  was  here  that  the  Messrs.  Decanville  received  the 
offieen  of  the  Society  and  other  visitors  with  magnificent 
hospitality.  Professor  Wilson  had  been  nommated  on  the 
part  of  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society  of  England,  and 
Mr.  James  Howard,  M.P.,  went  over  by  special  request  of 
the  president  to  "  co-operate"  in  conducting  the  trials  and 
drawing  up  the  rules  and  regulations.  There  were  twenty 
entries,  but  many  of  these,  from  the  want  of  railway  ac- 
commodation, or  more  properly  of  competition,  were  not 
KQt ;  whilst  amongst  those  on  the  field  were  machines 
Irom  Messrs.  Hornaby,  Howard,  Samuelson,  and  Matti- 
Mm,  together  with  sundry  copies  of  the  English  and 
American  machines,  but  made  on  the  Continent.  Some 
of  the  Eaglish  firms  brought  over  their  own  teams,  and  of 
raane  their  own  men.  Before  commencine,  the  jury 
made  known  the  rules  by  which  they  should  be  guided  ; 
thai  they  would  reckon  10  points  for  clean  cuttiufl;,  10  for 
deii?ery  of  sheaves,  5  for  quickness  of  execution,  10  for 
lightaeis  of  draught,  5  for  lowness  of  cut,  10  for  me- 
chanical arrangements.  Thus  the  exhibitors  knew  the 
points  which  would  be  most  valued.  Some  of  the  im- 
plemeats  made  capital  work,  but  the  competition  was 
ultimately  reduced  to  the  three  self-delivering  machines  of 
Heasrs.  Homsby,  Howard,  and  Samuelson,  which  will  be 
tried  again  on  heavier  crops  immediately  after  the  Royal 
Meeting  at  Oxford.  The  dynamometer  test  was  applied 
to  the  several  implements  by  M.  Tresca. 


INTEBNATIONAL     AGBICULTUEAL 
SHOW  AT  LILLE,  FRANCE. 

PfilZES  AWARDED  TO  ENGLISH  EXHIBITORS. 

Ahum  gold  medal,  value  600  francs  (£20),  to  Aveling  and 
Poter,  Rochester,  for  their  double  engme  steam  cultivating 
^pantoa. 

A  gold  medal,  value  100  francs  (JM),  to  Aveling  and  Porter, 
fcr  their  steam  road  roller. 

Pl0U6B8.^A  bronie  medal  to  J.  and  P.  Howard,  Bedford, 
n  their  plongh  for  deep  work.  The  first  price  gold  medal  to 
jr  sad  F.  Howard,  for  their  champion  plough,  mark  B  B. 
The  iil?cr  medal  to  J.  and  F.  Howard,  for  their  subsoil 
plowh. 

Hauows.— The  only  prize,  a  bronxe  medal,  to  J.  and  P. 
Hmrd,  Bedford,  for  their  collection  of  harrows. 

RoLLUt.— The  only  prise,  a  bronze  medal,  to  Aveling  and 
^^,  Rochester,  for  their  roUor  and  Crosskill^s  dod 
fMwr, 


RiDOiNG  Ploughs.— The  only  prize,  a  bronze  medal,  to 
J.  and F.  Howard,  for  their  ridginffplouRrh. 

Obass  Mowihg  MjLCHiirzs.— ^he  first  prize,  gold  medal, 
to  Samuelson  and  Co.,  Banbnry.  The  seeond  prize  ("ex 
aequo**)  to  W.  A.  Wood,  London,  and  to  J .  and  P.  Howard, 
Bedford. 

Hatmaxikg  Machines. — ^The  first  and  only  prize  to  J. 
and  F.  Howard,  Bedford. 

HoBSi  Raxis. — The  first  and  only  prize  to  J.  and  P. 
Howard,  Bedford. 

Rbapino  MACHiiras.— The  first  prize,  gold  medal,  to 
Samuelson  and  Co.,  Banbnry.  The  second  prize,  silver  medal, 
to  J.  and  F.  Howard,  Bedford.  The  third  prize,  bronze 
medal,  to  Brisham  and  Biekerton  of  Berwick  on  Tweed. 

A  gold  me£j.  value  100  francs  (£1),  to  Aveling  and  Porter, 
Rochester,  for  their  road  locomotive. 

A  silver  medal  to  Woods,  Cocksedge,  and  Warner,  Stow- 
market,  for  their  collection  of  maehmes  and  notably  for  their 
crusher. 


THE    SUGAR-BEET    BUSINESS. 

At  the  Harleston  dinner.  Sir  W.  Jones,  as  he  always 
does,  spoke  to  the  pnrpole,  and  endeavonred  to  elicit  some 
remarks  from  the  member  for  South  Norfolk  on  the  desira- 
bility of  the  fiirmers  of  this  country  taming  their  attention  to 
growing  the  Silesian  beet  and  having  it  manufactured  into 
sugar.  The  worthy  baronet*a  argument  was  very  ingenioos, 
but  he  will,  we  think,  find  farmers  slow  to  move  m  the  sugar- 
beet  business,  simply  because  they,  like  ourselves,  are  at  pre- 
aent  unable  to  see  that  it  would  answer  the  purpose  to  go  to 
a  great  expense  in  growing  a  crop  of  beet,  cart  it  perhaps 
several  miles  to  the  mannfiuitory,  and  then  be  paid  but  a  small 
sum  per  ton,  and  this  too,  when  (if  we  are  correctly  informed) 
every  bit  of  top,  dirt,  and  root  must  be  carefolly  cleared  from 
the  Dulbs  before  thqr  are  weighed.  The  cleanmg  woald  not 
only  be  a  tedious  and  expensive  matter  on  heavy  soils,  but 
would  reduce  the  weig^ht  per  acre  very  considerably,  not  that 
we  want  to  sell  the  soil,  only  when  persons  make  out  that  they 
have  grown  a  great  weight  of  mangold  per  acre,  a  tolerable 
amount  of  soil  sometimes  hangs  to  the  roots  when  they  are 
weighed.  Then,  again,  we  apprehend  that,  in  other  respects, 
*'  all  is  not  gold  that  glitters,*^  for  we  fancy  that  if  a  fanner 
made  a  practice  of  aeUing  his  mangold  from  his  farm  every 
year,  the  landlord  would  soon  demand  heavy  compensation  for 
idamage  sustained.  Would  it  not  also  necessitate  the  keeping 
of  less  cattle  npon  a  farm  if  the  food  upon  which  the  farmer 
mainly  depends  for  his  spring  grazing  was  sold  P  Feeding 
stuffs  may  always  be  bought,  hot  there  will  be  some  difficulty 
in  finding  a  snlwtitnte  or  an  equivalent  for  mangold.  Even  if 
it  is  fonnd  to  answer  on  the  strong  land  about  Lavenham,  in 
Suffolk,  ii  it  at  all  likely  that  it  would  answer  on  the  bulk  of 
the  land  in  Norfolk?  We  should  like  to  know  what  the 
farmers  who  have  tried  this  sugar-beet  ^wing  think  of  it, 
and  if,  as  a  rule,  they  are  going  on  with  itP  We  happen  to 
know  a  very  good  tenant  on  a  farm  in  every  way  adapted  for 
ffrowing  the  sugar-beet,  and  situate  within  a  few  miles  of  a 
Deet-sugar  mannfactory,  where  beet  is  bought  at  a  fixed  price 
per  ton,  delivered  at  the  works.  Now  this  tenant  is  a  shaip, 
mteUigent,  keen  observing,  practical  man,  and  knows  how  to 
make  the  most  of  things  as  well  as  any  man,  and  has,  con- 
sequently, watched  the  sugar  business  pretty  closely.  His 
landlord,  wishing  to  do  him  ti  eood  turn,  and  to  encouraffe 
him,  and  having  heard  a  deal  alx)ut  the  great  profits  to  Be 
made  by  growing  sugar-beet,  very  kindly  told  him  he  might 
take  advantage  of  the  excellent  opportunities  offered  mm 
during  the  remainder  of  his  lease,  and  in  a  new  lease  clauses 
for  the  growing  and  selling  of  this  kind  of  beet  should  be  in- 
serted. The  answer  was,  "very  much  obliged  for  your  kind 
intentions,  but  I  have  no  desire  to  sell  the  mangold  off  my 
farm ; "  and,  forther,  he  said  if  he  thought  he  should  be  com- 
piled to  carry  out  such  a  system  in  the  management  of  his 
farm,  he  should  dedine  to  take  another  lease.  It  is  true  this 
is  only  the  opinion  of  one  man,  but  we  should  like  to  know 
how  many  practical  men  could  be  found  in  Norfolk  to  say  he 
was  wrong  in  the  view  he  took  of  the  matter.  Mr.  C.  S. 
BiCad  very  dexterously  and  properly  avoided  being  led  into 
disonssing  a  matter  about  which  he  confessed  he  had  had  no 
eiperisMv.— ^#  Jfprwifh  Mircwy, 
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ROYAL   AGRICULTURAL    SOCIETY    OF    ENGLAND. 

MEETING    AT    OXFORD. 


"  If  a  foreigner  had  come  to  Oxford  expecting  to  see 
the  beat  show  of  breeding  stock  which  England  conld 
produce,  he  wonld  hare  been  led  to  form  a  very  inadequate 
idea  of  the  merits  of  the  different  sorts  of  live  stock  bred 
in  this  country."  So  says  the  official  Report  on  the  first 
Meeting  of  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society  as  held  in  the 
July  of  1839.  And  what  has  occurred  in  the  interim? 
If  a  foreigner  should  travel  down  to  Oxford  again 
expecting  to  see  the  best  breeding  stock  which  England 
can  produce,  we  will  undertake  to  say  that  he  shall 
not  be  disappointed.  In  fact,  foreigners  themselves 
have  made  it  a  practice  for  manv  years  past  to  attend 
these  meetings,  knowing  very  well  as  they  do  that  they 
will  be  tolerably  certain  to  see  the  best  of  everything. 
There  is  no  other  such  an  advertisement  for  the  breeder, 
there  is  no  other  such  an  opportunity  for  the  buyer. 
The  Royal  Agricultural  Society  of  England,  as  proved  by 
its  celebrations  in  1889  and  1870,  will  be  found  to  have 
ably  fulfilled  its  mission. 

It  may  not,  by  the  advent  of  another  meeting,  be  al- 
together uninteresting  or  nnprofitable  to  make  some  re- 
ference here  to  the  proceedings  at  the  first  Oxford  Show, 
the  more  especially  as  it  so  happened  that  we  onrselves 
were  present,  and  thus  do  not  speak  merely  on  hearsay. 
The  great  national  breeds  of  stock  had  then,  very  much 
as  they  have  now,  a  pre-eminence  on  the  prize  sheet  ; 
althon^  many  of  the  exhibitors,  it  was  clear  enough,  re- 
quired educating  up  to  such  a  movement.  As  the  Report 
said,  "  One  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  an  ex- 
hibition of  this  nature  is  to  show  farmers  and  breeders  of 
live  stock  the  perfections  in  shape  and  quality  at  which 
they  ought  to  aim ;  and  it  should  therefore  be  no  disap- 
pointment to  the  Society  to  find  that  some  of  the  exhibitors 
proved,  by  the  animals  which  they  brought  to  the  show, 
that  they  were  at  present  very  deficient  in  this  know- 
ledge." But  further,  it  was  equally  plain  that  some  who 
possessed  such  knowledge,  who  had  arrived  at  something 
like  perfecUon  in  shape  and  quality,  did  not  at  the  outset 
see  the  advantage  of  publicly  dispkying  their  attainments. 
There  were  in  all  twenty -six  entries  of  Shoithoms,  the 
majority  of  which  were  sent  in  from  the  immediate 
neighbonrhood ;  while  only  one  Yorkshire  or  North 
Country  herd  was  represented,  that  of  .Mr.  Bates,  of 
Kirkleavington,  as  the  other  names  that  still  live  in 
Shorthorn  annals  were  Mr.  Baker,  of  Cottesmore,  aad 
his  neighbour  Lord  Exeter,  Mr.  Beasley,  of  Chapel 
Brampton,  and  Mr.  Langston,  of  Sarsden.  Mr.  Bates 
with  his  Duke  and  Duchesses  took  all  the  premiums  but 
one  fbr  bull  calves,  and  at  the  show  of  next  week  the 
Dukes  and  Duchesses  will  be  one  of  the  very  few  famous 
herds  in  England  that  the  foreigner  will  seek  for  in  vain. 
Those,  however,  who  remember  the  Duchesses  of  those 
days  would  scareely  now  be  prepared  to  give  them  such 
unqualified  precedence,  so  that  their  absence  will  not  be 
so  keenly  fdt.  There  has  been  a  deal  of  good  done  with 
the  Shorthorn  since  1839. 

The  fifteen  Devons  were  officially  deckred  to  have 
"  excited  great  attention  from  the  purity  and  beauty  of 
the  animals ;"  and  yet  they  were  but  Somerset  Devons, 
as  there  is  not  the  name  of  a  North  Devon  or  Cornwall 
man  to  be  traced  in  the  catalogue.  We  have  arrived  at  a 
somewhat  higher  oj^inion  of  the  purity  and  beauty  of  the 
blood-red  Devon  since  1839.    There  were  twenty-four 


Herefords  with  the  Reverend  J.  R.  Smythies,  one  of  the 
great  champions  of  the  White-faces,  continnally  beaten, 
so  that  the  competition  must  have  been  tolerably  strooir . 
but  a  uinc -years-old  Hereford  cow  from  Lynch  C-onrt 
took  the  first  prize  in  a  mixed  class  as  "  best  caloiilateil 
for  dairy  purposes."  Have  the  Herefords  improved  in 
this  way  since  1839  ?  A  Long-horn  bull  and  a  Sussex  con 
were  in  their  respective  classes  the  best  of  the  other 
breeds,  and  Mr.  Rowland  sent  five  Herefords  from  the 
famous  Creslow  pastures  that  the  judges  declared  would 
pay  best  for  grazing ;  the  next  best  being  five  Devons 
exhibited  by  Mr.  Trinder,  of  AVantage.  When?  wer? 
the  Shorthorn  steers  in  1839  ? 

Amongst  the  sheep  there  were  thirty-five  entries  o.' 
Southdowns,  where  a  Mr.  J.  Webb,  from  Babnham,  in 
Cambridgeshire,  exhibited  some  animals  that  coinmaodtl 
no  attention,  and  Mr.  Stephen  Grantham  from  Sassex,  toJ 
Mr.  T.  Crisp  from  Sulfolk  took  the  chief  honOiirr 
There  were  some  thirty  entries  of  Leicesters,  with  )lr. 
Sam  Bennett,  and  Mr.  Karl,  of  Earl's  Barton,  declared  Id 
be  the  crack  ram  breeders ;  and  there  was  a  mixed  lot  oi 
Lincolns  and  Cotswolds,  of  seventeen  entries  between 
them,  and  with  the  Cotswolds  in  the  ascendancy.  Mr 
Hewer,  Mr.  Slater,  and  Mr.  Large  were  exhibiton  it. 
1839,  and  will  the  CoUwoIds  offer  a  better  front  in  blO 

The  following  passage  from  the  report,  speaking  to  a 
part  of  the  proceedings  long  since  abandoned,  has  an  air 
of  primitive  simplicity  about  it  which  comes  in  carious 
contrast  to  the  organization  of  system  now  arrireJ  it. 
"  The  prize  intended  to  be  given  by  the  Society,  is  order 
to  ascertain  the  best  and  most  productive  varieties  of 
wheat,  cannot  be  decided.    The  wheat  exhibited  was  of 
excellent  quality,  and  the  judges  selected,  as  was  inteaded, 
two  samples  of  white  and  two  samples  of  red  wheat,  of 
great  beauty  and  purity  for  trial ;  but  the  desire  of  the 
public  to  examine  the  different  samples  shown,  aad  io 
compare  .them  together,  was  so  great,  that  not  only  a  deal 
of  the  wheat  from  the  selected  parcels  was  thrown  down 
and  lost,  but  the  wheat  from  all  the  parcels  was  mitf^ 
together,    so    that    either  as   to   quality   or  to  pont} 
the    wheat    sown    might    have     been    very   differeDt 
from  that  which  was  exhibited."     How  Mr.  Brandrflh 
Gibbs  and  his  stewards  would  stare  at  such  arrangemeots 
as  these ;  although  it  is  almost  to  be  regretted  that  iht 
mixed  sample  was  not  tried,  particularly  as  both  parrels 
were  of  such  beauty  and  purity.    Some  of  our  grcat«t 
discoveries  have  been  the  result  of  accident,  and  in  the 
art  of  mixing  or  crossing  a  happy  chance  has  often  achieved 
more  than  the  most  laborious  research.    Scarron,the 
French  comedian,  as  The  Spectator  tells  us,  being  in  iott 
need,  stationed  himself  just  outside  the  door  of  a  toW- 
conist  in  the  most  frequented  part  of  Paris,  where  with  a 
very  engaging  manner  he  begged  a  big  pmch  frjmthebox 
of  every  customer  as  he  came  out.    These  pinches  were  aU 
carefully  preserved  and  sold  back  to  the  shopkeeper,  who 
soonbecame  famousfor  a  newvariely  of  snuff, which heealled   | 
"  Tabac  de  mille  fieurs."    The  cnriositv  of  the  &rmers  at 
Oxford  in  1889  might  have  led  to  some  such  similano- 
vention  in  the  way  of  seed  com—"  Wheat  from  a  thoaaaw 

During  the  week  there  was  a  General  Mectini;  w  tnc   | 
Members,  at  which  prize  essays  were  read,  and  a  dinw 
ai  which  Bpeeche«  werii  made.    From  all  these  the  no 
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most  BotiecaUe  contribotion  wob  a  paper  on  the  Compa- 
nttre  Adraatages  of  Wheel  and  Swing  Ploughs,  by  Mr. 
Haodlej^M.P.,  who  went  almost  altogether  fo^  Ihe  wheel 
plough;  while  the  Report  says  that  "  Messrs.  Ransome 
ciiibited  a  Tarietj  of  ploa^  of  superior  construction, 
amongst  others  a  Bedfordshire  plough  with  wheels,  to 
which  is  adapted  a  lerer  for  enabling  a  ploughman  to  regu- 
LUe  the  depth  of  the  land- wheel  as  the  plough  is  in  motion.'* 
Tben,  again,  "Mr.  Hart,  of  Wantage,  exhibited 
some  rery  clerer  swing  and  wheel  ploughs ;  one  also  by 
Mr.  Howard,  of  Bedford,  of  small  size,  with  a  mould- 
bosrd  of  an  excellent  form,  calculated  to  give  the  least 
resistance  in  turning  over  the  furrow  was  much  ap- 
prored."  How  sujssrestiTe,  how  pregnant  with  matter, 
how  something  like  Ihc  foreshado wings  of  the  Fates  of 
old  do  these  reports  of  thirty  years  since  now  read !  At 
the  same  time  they  serve  to  show  that  although  started 
in  something  like  "  fear  and  trembling"  the  lines  of  the 
Royal  Agricnltural  Society  were  laid  straight  enough,  and 
tiut  were  her  first  commander  Lord  Spencer  still  amongst 
Qs.  he  might  look  back  with  some  pride  at  her  first  voyage 
out. 


THE    IMPLEMENT    DEPARTMENT. 

*' Trials  of  steam-engines,  horse-gears,  crushers,  chsff- 
cnttera,  oilcake  breakers,  turnip  cutters,  steaming  appara- 
tus, dairy  implements,  from  Monday,  July  11,  to  Saturday, 
JoIt  16."    So  aays  the  official  announcement ;  but  thirty- 
ooe  years  since  when  4he  Royal  Agricultural  Society  of 
EngUmd  held  its  first  meeting  in  Oxford  there  were  no  trials 
of  fixed  steam  engines,  simply  because  there  were  no  steam 
enpnes  to  try.     Beyond  Trevithick's  little  engine  down 
aiTrewithin,  that  had  been  at  the  service  of  the  Corn- 
wall farmers  for  some  thirty  years  or  more,  the  use  of 
itcam  power  for  the  purposes  of  agriculture  was  unknown 
alike  to  mannfacturera  and  farmers  when  the  new  Society 
went  to  Oxford  in  1839.    Many  of  the  other  implements, 
the  tnm  of  which  comes  round  again  here,  were,  however, 
"for  the  most  part,*'  as  the  Report  has  it,  "  familiar  to 
ooe  or  other  of  those  present.*'    And  we  gather  accord- 
ingly that  "  the  judges  especially  invited  attention  to  the 
rhsff-eutting  machines,'*  as   exhibited  by  Ransomes  of 
Ipswich.    "  The  one,  No.  XII.  is  the  krgest  and  most 
]K)werful  of  its  kind  hitherto  constructed.     It  is  re- 
markable for  the  equable  slicing-cut  of  the  two  knives, 
each  three  feet  long,  fixed  on  the  fly-wheel,  and  for  the 
method  of  advancing  the  straw.    The  first  operation  is 
effected  by  the  peculiar  form  of  the  cutting  edge  of  the 
luives,  whieh  pass  throngh  the  straw  at  the  same  angle 
with  it  from  point  to  heel ;  and  are  so  ai^usted  as  to  act 
with  nice  precision  against  the  polished  metal  surface  of  the 
straw-box.    The  straw,  which  is  stationary  and  firmly 
compreased  by  the  press-board  during  the  cut,  is  advanced 
is  the  interval  of  one  knife  finishing  and  the  other  com- 
mencing its  action.    This  operation  is  accomplished  very 
exactly  and  simply,  by  meana  ot  an  elliptic  wheel,  driven 
by  an  eccentric  circular  one,  whose  motion  is  derived  from 
a  latchet  wheel  on  the  same  axis  acted  on  by  a  crank,  so 
that  the  straw  is  forced  rapidly  forward ;  the  press-board 
in  front  being  at  the  same  time  raised  to  take  off  the 
trietioQ,  and  brought  down  again  with  a  powerful  grip 
npon  the  straw,  whilst  the  knife  passes  throngh  it.    A 
coatriranee  is  also  adapted  for  varying  the  length  of  the 
eliaff  from  S-Sths  to  li  inch  in  length.    With  the  i  inch 
<^t,  it  wu  stated  to  produce  half  a  ton  of  chaff  per  hour, 
vith  the  power  of  two  horses,  and  so  on  in  proportion  to 
the  length  of  eat.    This  machine  is  equally  applicable  to 
>t<am  or  water,  as  to  hone  power.*'    Such  was  the  model 
(^•evtterof  thirty  yean  since,and  on  theprize  list  we  find 
^<te  Society's  Gold  Medai.  dnly  awarded  to  Mctsn.  Ran- 


some of  Ipswich, "  for  their  excellent  display  of  implements' 
and  especially  their  chaff-cutting  machines  and  Biddell's 
scarifier."  Again,  we  gather  that  "  6ardner*8  excellent 
turnip-slicer,  and  a  similar  one  of  Edwards*  were  exhibited, 
as  also  one  of  Harts',  the  cutting  part  of  which  resembled 
that  of  Gardner ;  but  it  was  placed  on  the  side  of  a  cast- 
iron  disk,  instead  of  being  attached,  as  Gardner*s,  to  the 
circumference  of  a  cylinder.'*  The  exhibition  of  imple- 
ments was  not  in  other  ways  a  very  large  one,  the  Garretts 
and  Howards  being  almost  the  only  firms  of  any  present 
eminence  that  then  entered  the  lists  with  the  Itan- 
somes.  Nevertheless  the  judges  did  not  close  their  brief 
report  "  without  expressing  their  approbation  of  the  exhi- 
bition of  implements  generally,  and  though  many  of 
them  are  well  known  to  the  practical  agricul- 
turist, yet  there  appears  such  a  marked  im- 
provement in  their  manufacture  and  construction,  that 
the  Judges  congratulate  the  Society  on  the  progressive 
advance  in  the  science  of  agricultural  mechanics."  The 
judges  of  implements  were  Mr.  II.  Handley,  M.P., 
Mr.  Pbrkes,  and  Mr.  John  Morton.  To  what  further 
progressive  advance  their  successors  in  1870  will  be  able 
to  speak  the  experience  of  this  busy  meeting  will  serve  to 
show. 

The  seventy  odd  acres  of  ground  are  well  occupied, 
and  some  £300  more  has  been  paid  by  tiie 
manufficturers  for  **  ground  rents:"  and  the  catalogue, 
was  published  in  good  time  this  year,  is  gradually 
becoming  more  bulky ;  on  this  occasion  reaching  535 
pages,  and  embracing  7,851  entries  and  404  stands  of 
implements.  The  number  of  articles  shown  is  in  excess 
of  the  last  show  by  abont  130,  but  this  does  not  mark 
so  ropid  an  increase  as  in  the  three  previous  shows, 
which  each  exceeded  the  preccdino;  one  by  more  thau 
1,000  entries. 

Barford,  of  Banbnry,  has  the  large  number  of  180  entries, 
of  jrhich  5  are  described  as  new  implements. 

Amies,  Barford,  and  Co.,  of  Peterborough,  100  entries,  of 
which  two  are  stated  to  be  new,  and  14  are  set  down  for  trial. 

Perkins,  Hitchin,  31  entries,  among  which  are  3  new 
implements. 

Ashby,  Jeffery,  and  Lute,  Stamford,  46  entries,  10  for  trial 
and  6  new  implo'nents. 

W.  Crosskill  and  Sons,  Beverley,  30  entriei,  1  for  trial. 

T.  Baker,  Compton,  Newbnry,  58  entries,  4  for  trial. 

E.  H.  Bcntall,  Maldon,  50  entries,  14  for  tnal. 

E.  Cambridge  and  Co.,  33  entries,  2  for  trial. 

Ransomes,  Sims,  and  Head,  79  entries,  1  described  as  a  new 
implement. 

Reuben  Hunt,  HsUtead,  24  entries,  14  for  trial,  and  3  new 
implements. 

&.  Homsby  and  Sons,  Grantham,  56  entries,  9  set  down  for 
trial. 

R.  Boby,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  30  entries. 

Beverley  Iron  Works,  49  entries,  of  which  10  were  for 
trial,  2  new  implements. 

Haslam  and  Clarke,  Henley,  36  entries,  3  for  trial. 

Bristol  Implement  Company,  1  new  for  trial. 

J.  AUcock,  Ratcliffe-on-Trent,  7  entries,  4  for  trial,  1  new 
implement. 

Coleman  and  Morton,  Chehnsford,  28  entries,  3  for  trial,  1 
new  implement. 

A.  W.  Gower  and  Son,  Market  Drayton,  26  entries,  1  new 
implement. 

Bnrgess  and  Key,  London,  9  entries,  2  of  which  new  im- 
plements. 

Hunt  and  Pickering,  Leicester,  117  entries,  18  for  trial, 
and  8  described  as  new. 

John  Barrowman  and  Co.,  Dnnfermline,  4 new  implements. 

A.  C.  Bamlett,  Thirsk,  17  entries,,  one  a  new  reaping 
machine. 

W.  Ball  and  Son,  Roth  well,  Kottenng,  63  entries,  among 
which  are  6  described  as  new  implements. 

James  Comes  and  Co.,  Nantwich,  24  entries,  8  for  trial. 

John  Fowler  and  Co.,  Loudon,  36  entries. 

Robert  Maynard,  Cambridge,  10  entries,  3  for  trial. 
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Piekalej,  Sinu,  and  Co.,  Leigh,  134  entries,  18  for  tzud, 
and  18  new. 

Brown  and  Mande,  Shrewsbury,  10  entries  of  which  9  an 
new,  1  for  trial. 

&.  Wlakr,  Dartford,  2  new  implementi,  both  for  triaL 

Eiakin  and  Co.,  Leeds,  4  entries,  1  new,  and  2  for  trial. 

W.  Tasker  and  Son,  AndoYer,  29  entries. 

W.  S.  Underhill,  Newport,  SO  entries,  1  for  trial,  6  new  im- 
plements. 

Thomas  Sheen,  Arlesbnir,  8  entries,  all  fortriaL 

Lewis  and  Hook,  ShiewBDoiy,  8~ 


)  entries,  27  described  as  new 


implements,  17  for  trial. 

Aesding  Iron  Works,  27  entries,  8  for  trial. 

Woods,  Cocksedge^  and  Warner,  Stowmarket,  67  entries,  81 
for  trial. 

Southwell  and  Co.,  Rngelej,  46  entries,  21  for  trial,  85  de- 
Borihedasn^. 

John  Freer  and  Co~  Loughborough,  2  new  implements. 

W.  N.  Nicholson,  Newark,  60  entries,  10  for  trial,  1  new 
implement. 

IU>bert  Tinkler,  Penrith,  11  chums,  all  for  trial,  4  described 
as  new. 

Sdward  Pase  and  Co^  Bedford.  62  entries,  9  for  trial 

Wallis  and  Strerens,  Basingstoke,  85  entries,  1  a  new  im- 


P.  and  W.  Hobbs,  Basingstoke,  17  entries,  7  for  trial,  1  new 


£.  Bn  and  P.  Turner,  ^swich,  88  entries,  17  for  trial. 

Bichmond  and  Chandler,  86  entries,  8  for  trial,  2  new  im- 
p]ement.s 

William  Woofe,  Bedford,  5  entries,  1  new  implement  for 
trial. 

Yiekers,  Snowden,  and  Morris,  Doncaater,  llj entries,  2  new 

Thomas  and  Taylor,  Manchester,  45  entries,  2  chums  for 
trial 

Mellard*s  Trent  Foundry,  RugeL^,  60  entries,  28  for  trial,  6 
new  implements. 

J.  and  F.  Howard.  Bedford,  85  entries. 

Walter  A.  Wood,  London,  9  entries,  8  new  implements. 

G.  W.  Murray  and  Co.,  Banff,  8  entries,  5  of  them  new 
implements. 

Biohard  Garrett  and  Sons,  Saxmundham,  29  entries. 

Joseph  Gilbert,  ETesham,  9  entries. 

H.  and  G.  Kearslej,  Bipon,  9  entries,  5  for  trial. 

Joseph  Warren,  Maldon,  88  entries,  2  for  trial. 

John  Gray  and  Co.,  Uddingston,  16  entries,  6  new  imple- 
ments, 5  for  trial. 

James  Eastwood,  Blackburn,  28  entries,  19  chums  for  trial 

Morton  and  Turner,  Kenninghall,  6  entries,  1  a  new  imple- 
ment. 

James  Davis  and  Son,  Hemel  Hempstead,  18  entries,  5  new, 
8  for  trial. 

John  Cooke  and  Co.,  Lincob,  24  entries,  11  new  imple- 
ments. 

Thomas  Corbett,  Shrewsbury,  29  entries,  18  new  imple- 
ments, 20  for  trial. 

C.  Denny  and  Co.,  Chard,  12  entries,  6  for  trial. 

Ayelinff  and  Porter,  Rochester,  5  entries.  1  new  for  trial 

John  ^e,  Lincoln,  15  entries,  4  for  trial 

John  Wedffhell,  Pickering,  6  entries,  4  for  trial. 

Timothy  Thomas,  Cardigan,  4  entries,  8  new  implements,  1 
for  trial. 

Tuxford  and  Sons,  Boston,  20  entries. 

Alexander  Aldworth,  Abii^on,  5  entries,  1  for  trial. 

Whitmore  and  Benyon,  i4  entries,  1  new  implement  for 
trial 

Marshall,  Sons,  and  Co.,  Gainsborough,  15  entries,  2  en- 
gines and  1  mill  for  trial. 

Wm.  Foster  and  Co.,  Lincohi,  4  entries. 

Davey,  Paxman,  and  Darey,  Colchester,  10  entries,  2  new 
implements,  1  for  trial. 

Robey  and  Co.,  Lincoln,  11  entries,  2  for  trial. 

Bnston,  Proctor,  and  Co.,  Lincoln,  15  entries. 

Riches  uid  Watts,  Norwich,  17  entries,  6  for  trial 

A.  B.  Childs,  London,  4  entries,  1  for  trial. 

Clayton  and  Shuttlewotth,  Lincoln,  19  entries,  2  for  trial. 

J.  B.  Hodgkin,  West  Derby,  8  entries,  5  for  trial,  4  new 
implements. 

W.  ABchin  and  Co.,  Northampton,  4  entries,  1  for  trial. 


The  following  ii  a  complete  list  of  the  stands :-« 
Arnold  and  Sons,  London ;  Ashley.  Jeffery,  and  Luke,  Stam* 
ford;  Atmospheric  Chum  Co.,  London;  Areling  and  Porter, 
Rochester ;  Atkinson,  London ;  Afflick,  Swindon ;  Ayltefoid, 
London;  Allwayft Son,  London;  Alloock, Nottingham;  Agri- 
cultural and  Horticultural  Assooation,  London :  Allefain  sad 
Son,  Northampton;  Amies,  Barford  and  Co.,  reterboronrii; 
Aldworth,  Abingdon  i  Bentall,  Maldon ;  Beard,  Buxy  St.  Ed- 
munds ;  Bradford  and  Co.,  London  and  Manchester ;  Baker, 
Wisbeach ;  Bnm^  and  Co.,  London ;  Bobr,  Buy  St.  Ed- 
munds ;  Baylis,  Jones,  and  Baylis,  WoWerfaampton ;  Beach 
and  Co.,  Dudley ;  Barford,  Banbury ;  Barrows  and  Stewart, 
Banbuiy ;  Beverley  Waggon  Co. ;  Brown  and  Co.,  London ; 
Baker,  Compton,  Newbuir ;  Ball,  Rngby ;  Barton,  London ; 
Barton  and  Sons,  Carlisle;  BeUamy,  London;  Booltoa 
and  Co.,  Norwich;  Bragnns,  Banbury;  Bristol  Waggon 
Co.;  Browning.  Oxford;  Bush,  Histon,  and  Buh,Notto; 
Barrowman  and  Company,  Dumfermline;  Bell,  London; 
Brown,  Lyme  B^;  Brioe,  London;  Bnrgeaa  and 
Key,  London;  Bristol  Implement  Company;  Ssiford, 
St  NeoU;  Belcher.  Gee,  and  Ccmpany,  Glonoester; 
Brown  and  May,  Derixes;  Badger,  Woroester;  Bamktt, 
Thirsk ;  Barnard,  Bishop,  and  Barnard,  Norwich;  Ball  and 
Sons,  Kettering :  Binnie,  Dayer,  and  Co.,  Chipping-NortoB; 
Burrell,  Hertford ;  Brown  and  Maude,  Shnwsbuiy ;  Birming- 
ham Boiler  Co. ;  Barton,  Boston ;  Burgess,  MalTcn  WeUt; 
Cottam  and  Co.,  London ;  Coultas,  Grantham ;  Clarton  and 
Shuttleworth,  Lbcoln ;  Clarke  and  Son,  BracUey ;  Craniton, 
Hemel  Hempstead;  Childs,  London;  Carson  and  Toone, 
Warminster ;  Carson  and  Son,  London  ;  Carr,  Bristol ;  Cross- 
kill  and  Sons,  Beverli^ ;  Clay,  Wakefield ;  Corbett,  Shrews. 
bury;  Cambridge  and  Co.,  Bristol;  Coleman  and  Hortoo, 
Chelmsford ;  Corbett  and  Son,  Wellington,  Salop ;  Corooran, 
Wett,  and  Co.,  London ;  Central  Cottage  Imurovement  So- 
"     "         Cousins,   Oiford;    Coodi,   Worlhampton; 


CooIdb  and  Co.,  Isnoohi;   CoulUiurrt,   Symons,  and  Co, 
Bridgwater;  Crowe, King's  Lynn;  Clemens,  Abell,andCo^ 
Woroester;  Chearin,  Boston ;  Crowther  and  Co.,  Hndden- 
field;  Cullin^ord.    Stmtford;    Carter   and  Co.,   Loodoo; 
Comes  and  Co.,  Nantwich;  Clemesha  and  Co.,  Manchester ; 
Cranston,  Birmingham;  Day,  Son,  and  Hewitt, London ;  Davii, 
London ;  Driffield  Linseed  Cake  Co.,  Driffield ;  Day  and  Sods, 
Crewe ;  Dodge,  London ;  Dean,  Oxford ;  Duffield,  Itfndon ; 
Daviaand  Co., London;  Davy,  Oxford;  Davey, Paxman, and 
Davey,  Colchester ;  Denny  and  Co.,  Chard ;  Dimsdale  and  Co^ 
London;  Denton.   Wolverhampton;  Davis  and  Son,HeoeI 
Hempstead ;  Dowling,  London ;  Duffield,  sen.,  London ;  Dayii 
and  Co.,  London ;  Dickson  and  Sona,  Chester;  Derb]nhiR 
Cheese  Pactory  Aaaociation,  Derby ;  Dennis  and  Co.,  Chdau- 
ford;  Ellis,  London;   Eldridge,  Bicester;  Eagles,  lAodon; 
Early,  Witn^ ;  Eddington,  Chelmsford ;  Eastwood, Blackhnn; 
Foster  and  do.,  Lincoln ;  Fardon,  Leighton Buzzard;  Fentoo, 
Great  Grimsby ;  Eisken  and  Co.,  Leeds ;  Fox  and  Co.,  Ixmdon ; 
Friedlander,  Breslau ;  Farmers'  Supply  Association,  London ; 
Follows  and  Bate,  Manchester;  Ibwler  and  Co.,  JLosdon; 
Fell,  Windermere;  Freer  and  Co.,   Loughborongh;  Oroi, 
Plymouth;  Garrett  and  Sons, Leiston ;  Gibbs,Seirardstone; 
Gray,  Sheffield ;  Grover  and  Baker,  London ;  Gibba,  T.,  and 
Co.,   London;  Gardner,   Glonoester:  Gibbs,  J.,  and  u> 
London;   Gower  and   Sons,  Winchfleld;  Green  and  do 
Leeds;  GUbert,  Evesham;   GiU  and   Co.,  Oxford^ GnSo, 
Morris,  and  Griffin,  Wolverhampton;  Gibbons,  Wanta^; 
Gilbert,  Abingdon;  Gray  and  Co.,  Glaujow;  OaflenhQin, 
Oxford ;  Gwynne,  London ;  Howard,  Bedford ;  Hedges,  k»- 
drick,  Oxford ;  Hollis  and  Sons,  Witneyj  Hod|^ina>  Uw- 
pool;  Haslam  and  Clarke,  Henley-on-Thames;  Hilton  ana 
Co.,  Liverpool ;  Hope,  Wellingborough ;  Hardoa,  Maajeitff ; 
Harrison  and  Sons,lieicester ;  Hariow,  Maodesfleld;  fiiBu^ 
Co.,  York;  Heard, London ;  Headley  and  Sons.  Canbi^; 
Haynes  and  Sons,  London;  Hollis,  Stow-on-the-WoId;  ^an* 
coek  and  Poden,  Sandbach;  Hare  and  Co.,Loadon;  Bartuo 
Co.,  London;    Hancock,  Dudley;   HandlOT,  Binmnrfhan; 
Harris,  Bermondsey ;  Hobbs,  Basingstoke;  Hodgctta,  mow- 
ton-in-Marsh ;  Hohnes  and  Son, Norwich:  Hornby snd sow. 
Grantham;  Hathaway,  Chippenham;  Hepbon  sad  dons, 
Southwark;  Houghton  and  Thompson,  C^tilisfeiflM^' 
Cambridge;  Hilston  and  Co.,  Wandsworth;  Harwwi.'WH 
buy;  Hunt, Earls  Colne;  Humphries, Perahore;  BB0t  »» 
Pickering,  Leicester;   Hayward,  lyier,  and  Coh^^^.' 
Hydes  and  WigfuU,  Sheffidd ;  Hunter,  Msybole,  N.B.  i  Had- 
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tg^  HiUtiUiad:  urn  ind  Smith,  Brierlsy  BiU; 
Hint  tnd  Sou,  Hali&x;  Howm  and  800,  Norwich; 
Hihtnd  ud  Co^  Newark;  Howorth,  Boltoii;  Jamei, 
Oidtnihaa;  Johnttona.  liondou;  Jonei  and  Eowe» 
Wonetter ;  JouM.  Qlonowter  ;  Inman,  Stretford  ; 
EiBf,ComihaU;  Kei«Iake»  Eutor;  Kearkj,  Bippn;  Kitt- 
■er,  Loath ;  Ligoa,  linsbnry,  Loniiion ;  Long,  Hampton ; 
Levta,  Poole;  Lewia  and  Poole,  Shrewsboir ;  Lampitt,  Ban- 
buy;  Uurkworthj  and  Co.,  Woroerter;  LeBuU,  Burr  St. 
IdBonds ;  Ln^  and  Co.,  Oxford ;  Moagrave  Bros.,  Btmti ; 
Minhall  Bros,  and  Co.,  Oainsborongh ;  Matthewi  and  Co., 
Diifield;  Mattiaon,  Bedale;  Migor  and  Co.,  Bridcwater; 
McKenzie  and  Sons,  Cork ;  Maasey,  Openshaw ;  MaTnard^ 
Cambridge ;  Henoit  de  Lion  and  Co.,  Clerkenwell ;  McNaught 
i&d  Smith,  Worcester ;  Moale's  Earth  Closet  Co.,  London ; 
MertoB  sad  Tomer,  Harling;  Main  and  Co.,  London: 
Mermreather  and  Sons,  London ;  MeUard,  Rageley ;  MiUbrd 
tad  Son,  CoUompton;  Mnrraj  jmd  Co.,  BaniT;  Markall  and 
Soat,  London ;  Middieton,  Soathwark ;  Moore  and  Co.,  Lon- 
ioB ;  Mjers  and  Co.,  London ;  MoUiner,  Leamington ; 
Menenger,  Longhboroogfa :  Mapplebeck  and  Lowe,  Binning- 
baa;  Manden  and  Co..  Leeds;  Milford,  Exeter;  MUbam, 
Maodmter;  M*Neil  and  Co.,  London;  M*few  and  Co.,  of 
LosdoB ;  Moreton  and  Co.,  Liverpool ;  Native  Goano  Com- 
wy,  London  ;  Nalder  and  Nalder,  Wantaoe ;  Nye  and 
Co..  Loadon;  Norton,  London;  Nicholaon,  Newark;  Nell, 
HaniaoB,  and  Co.,  London ;  OliTcr  and  Co.,  London ; 
Oidhan  and  Booth,  Kingston-upon-Hall ;  Owens  and  Co., 
Lmdon ;  Proskaner  and  Co.,  London ;  Penney  and  Co.,  Lin- 
cofai;  Powis  and  Co.,  London ;  Pooley  aad  Soa,  Liverpool ; 
Fovis,  C.  aod  Co.,  Xjondon ;  Pkrkes  and  Co.,  Birmingham ; 
Petkioa,  Hitehin ;  Pierce,  London ;  Pickering,  Stockton-on- 
I^;  Pinfold,  Bjigby ;  Parham,  Bath ;  Page  and  Co.,  Bed- 
M;  Piekaley,  Sims,  and  Co.,  Leigh ;  Plenty  and  Son,  New- 
bory;  Proctor  and  Byland,  Birmingham ;  Priest  and  Wooi- 


ng 


Kianton-on-Thames ;  Parsons  and  Son,  Birmingham ; 

— ^ipa  sad  Co.,  Leeds ;  Pavy,  France ;  Bansome,  A.  and  Co^ 

ImIob;  Baosomes,  Sims,  and  Head,  Ipswich;  Bichmond 

ud  Chandler,  Salford ;  Bichards,  London ;   EiMdins  Iron 

worb  Co.,  Reading;  Biches  and  Watts,  Norwich ;  Beeves, 

Wdtbarr ;  Eobinaon  and  Richardson,  Kendal ;  Bansome,  S. 

£.  lod  Co.,  London ;  Robinson,  Bridgwater ;  Robinsoir  and 

Sob,  Rochdale ;  Rollins,  London :  Raiuforth  and  Son,  lin- 

ttla  i  Bichmond,  Colne ;  Randall,  Leighton  Bnzsard ;  Boston, 

Proctor,  and  Co.,  Lincoln ;  Robey  and  Co.,  Lincoln ;  Robin- 

■a  aad  Co.,  Kettering ;  Ra  venseioft,  London ;  Rendle,  London ; 

Buubottom  and  Co.,  Leeds;  Roberts  and  Son,  Bridgwater ; 

Roberta,  Stony   Stratford;  Samnelaon   and  Co.,  Banbnry; 

Spoog  and  Co.,  London ;  Smith,  London;  Smith,  Kettering; 

Sharman,  Melton  Mowbray ;  Smith  and  Grace,  Thrapaton ; 

9rttoa  and  Sona,  Reading ;  St.  Pancras  Iron  Company,  Lon- 

Job;  Sawney,  Beverley;   Sales  and   Co.,   London;   Singer 

juehine  Co.,  London ;  Simpson  and  Co.,  London ;  Silvester, 

Lnden ;  Shrewabnry,  London ;  Shepherd,  Abingdon ;  Staoqr 

^  Sons,  Uxbridge;  Startin  and  Co.,  Birmingham;  Soott, 

junehester ;  Stacqr*  Newbnry ;  Salmon,  Bermonds^ ;  Sainty, 

Wttbeaeh;  Salmon,  Tomlin,  and  Co.,    Kettering;   Sheen, 

MjnbBiy ;   Siddelev    and    Co.,  Liverpool ;    Sammeracales, 

l^jjley ;  Slack  and  Brownlow,  Manchester ;  Shand,  Mason, 

ud  Co.,  London ;  Smith  and  Sons,  Witham  ;  Spear  and  Jack- 

iOB,Shei!ield;  Schaffer  and  Bndenberg,  Manchester;  SUynes 

m  Sons,  Leicester ;  Sindair,  Manchester ;  Seary,  Oxford  ; 

9wtb,  Lowthorpe ;  Shnttleworth,  Sheffield;  SouthweU  and 

)f^  nnsdej ;    Topham,   London ;    Tipper,   Birmingham ; 

nylor,  Bnuaej ;   Thorn,    Norwich ;    Tasker    and    Sons, 

AMover ;   Thomas,    Stratford-on-Avon  ;    Tangye,    Bros., 

«»d  Holmaa,  London;   Turner,   Ipawich;   Taylors'    Sew- 

"«  Machine  Co.,  Driffield;  Thomaa  and  Taylor,  Salford; 

joonaa,  Cardigan ;  Tnxford  and  Sona,  Boston ;  Tye,  Linooln  ; 

TeBDent  and  Co.,  Leith  ;  Thompson.  Perth,  N.B. ;  Tinkler, 

romh;  Thompson,  Edinburgh;  Unite,  Paddington ;  Un- 

^^  Newport;    Vulcan   Iron   Co.,   Ipswich;    Vickers, 

«»wdea,aad  Morris,  Doncaster ;  Wendover,  London ;  Weir, 

^n;  Webb  and  Son,  Stowmarket;  Whitehead,  Preston ; 

J^utto,  Andover ;   Wood,  London;   Williamson,  Kendal; 

^orMa  aad  Co.,  Chelsea;    Webb  and  Co.,  Worcester; 

JWMr  and  Sons,   London;    Worth,    London;    Willacy, 

^n;  Woods,  Cocksedge,   and   Warner,   Stowmarket; 

Whttlsr  aad  Son,  Glonoester ;  Wilderspin,  St.  Ives :  Waide, 

*«»*«a }  Wilworth  and  Co.,  Bn^dford ;  WUder,  W«Uingford ; 


Woolfe,  Bedford;  Warren,  ICaldon ;  Winder,  Eamingham, 
Dartford;  WooUey,  Allestree,  Derby ;  Whitmore  and  Brinyon ; 
UTickham  Market ;  Weiff hell,  Pickering ;  Wallis  and  Stevens, 
Basingstoke ;  Wilaon  ana  Co..  London ;  Wright,  Birmingham; 
Wheeler,  Nottingham;  Williamson,  Reading;  Yarrow  and 
Headley,  Isle  of  Dogs. 

The  first  portion  of  the  bnsiness  of  the  thirty-second 
annnal  meeting  commenced  on  Monday,  Joly  11,  and 
mneh  credit  is  dne  to  the  bulk  of  the  exhibitors,  who 
were  well  fonrard  in  their  preparations  in  conformity 
with  the  rales  of  the  Council.  Even  the  delay  wi^ 
those  few  who  were  late  in  the  yard  on  Saturday  arose 
more  from  pressure  of  traffic  on  the  railways  than  firom 
any  dilatoriness  on  the  part  of  the  exhibitors.  The 
general  arrangements  have  been  well  carried  out,  with 
tiie  exception  of  a  little  want  of  preliminary  action  in  the 
engineering  supervision,  for  great  deUy  and  difficulty 
aroae  from  the  bad  working  of  the  official  registering  dy- 
namometers, which  although  supposed  to  be  effective  and 
expensive  apparatus  for  counting  the  revolutions,  weiy  half 
the  time  in  a  state  of  rest  and  would  not  act  at  all  1  so 
that  one  would  even  have  been  content  to  have  had  the 
old  treble-foced  gas  counters  rather  than  no  register  at 
all  when  important  implements  were  being  tested,  and 
which  had  in  conseqenoe  to  be  tried  over  again,  to  the  loss 
of  time  both  to  judges  and  exhibitors.  So  with  the  testing 
boilers,  one  or  two  harmless  but  startling  explosions  took 
place^  owing  to  the  bursting  of  the  connecting  india-rubber 
tubing,  for  which  brass  tubing  would,  we  should  have 
thou^t,  have  been  better.  CUyton  and  Shnttleworth  had 
the  trial  of  their  engine  stopped,  owing  to  the  excessive 
heat  produced  in  ranning  journals  of  Uie  dynamometer, 
and  separate  sets  of  joc^  had  to  borrow  the  dynamo- 
meter to  teat  their  maclunes. 

There  vras  a  want  of  announcement,  too,  to  exhibitors  aa 
to  the  trial  of  horse  gear ;  of  which  there  were  a  great 
number  entered,  and  at  least  fifty  to  be  tested,  but  it  waa 
only  on  Friday  that  the  exhibitora  were  made  aware  where 
they  were  to  be  tried,  and  then  all  the  Ubour  and  expense 
which  had  been  incurred  in  fixing  had  to  be  done  over 
again. 

One  of  Aveling  and  Porter's  small  traction  engines, 
guided  by  a  lad.  did  effective  service  all  the  week  in 
fetching  to  and  carrying  from  the  trial -yard,  heavy  mills 
and  bulky  machines,  like  an  elephant  of  vast  power  whip- 
ping its  trunk  round  objects  and  moving  them  about  in 
any  direction  with  the  greatest  ease. 

The  width  of  the  implement  yard  averages  about  750 
feet.  There  are  1,120  feet  of  shedding  for  implements  in 
motion,  60  implement  sheds,  each  226  feet  in  length, 
and  the  shedding  ccoupies  the  chief  portion  of  the 
area  erected  across  the  yard  in  two  rows  of  26  feet  with 
an  avenue  70  feet  in  width  ranning  between  the  rowa 
down  to  the  trial-yard  on  the  sooth  side  of  the  enclosure 
nearest  the  town  ;  860  feet  more  of  ouchinery  in  motion 
is  at  work  on  the  western  boundary. 

Monday,  aa  usual,  may  be  said  to  have  been  devoted  en- 
tirely to  preliminary  arrangementa  and  preparations,  much 
of  which  might  have  been  done  on  the  previous  Saturday, 
had  due  forethought,  resulting  from  nast  experience,  been 
exercised.  The  principal  work  achieved  was  commencing  t  he 
trial  of  chaff-cutters  and  the  testing  of  steam  gauges.  In  80 
of  the  latter  very  great  discrepancies  were  discovered.  The 
standard  by  which  they  were  tested  was  60  and  the  highest 
gauge  waa  found  to  be  71  above  the  standard  and  the 
lowest  60. 

Thb  G&imdiko  Mills. — ^In  the  mill  trials  on  this 
occasion  the  competitors  were  timed  to  five  miootes,  to 
grind  the  largest  quantity  of  meal  eqosl  or  better  to  a 
sample  produMd  by  the  miller  employed.  The  milla 
selected  for  competition  w^re ; 


Jigitized  by 


GJogle 


154 


THE  PARAIBE'S  MAGAZINE. 


Ut.  A  portttblc  corn  griaJing  niiU,  invented  and 
manufactured  by  Hancock  and  Foden,  of  Sandbach, 
CLcster,  price  £50;  fitted  with  one  pair  of  8ft.  Gin. 
Mow  Cop  grey  stone,  on  substantial  metal  frame  with 
gearing  complete.  «  «^     « 

2nd.  A  grinding  mill  with  stone  grinders  3  ft.  6 
in.  in  diameter,  invented  and  manufactured  by  John 
Weighell,  of  Pickering,  Yorkshire,  price  £35:  fikt«i 
with  the  best  Derbyshire  Peak  stones,  suitable  for  grind- 
ing or  crushing  all  kinds  of  grain  for  farmers'  use. 

3rd.  An  independent  iron-framed  portable  grinding 
mill,  invented  and  manufactured  by  Whitmore  and 
Bcnyon,  of  Wickham  Market,  price  £65 ;  with  stones 
£2  lOs.  extra ;  with  fast  and  loose  pulley,  fitted  with 
33  in.  diameter  French  stones  of  superior  quality. 

4th.  An  improved  grinding  mill  for  steam  or  water 
power,  manufactured  by  the  Reading  Iron  Company, 
price  £86  ;  fitted  with  best  burr  bed  stone  and  Peak 
runner  48  in.  diameter,  with  crane  for  lifting  the  stone 
and  pulley. 

5th.  The  Royal  Agricultural  Society  of  England  s  Bury 
St.  Edmund's  first  prize  grinding  mill,  with  French  burr 
stones,  manufactured  by  E.  R.  and  F.  Turner,  Ipswich, 
price  £55  ;  mounted  on  an  iron  frame  and  constructed  in 
the  most  substantial  manner. 

6th.  Robey  and  Co.,  of  Lincoln,  a  com  grinding  mill, 
fitted  with  one  pair  of  best  Derbyshire  Peak  stones  8  ft. 
6  in.  diameter,  price  £50 ;  the  stones  and  machinery  are 
fixed  in  a  metal  frame  of  excellent  design,  rendering  the 
mill  both  strong  and  portable. 

7th.  Ashby,  Jeifery,  and  Luke  hada  mill  selected  fortnal 
with  42  in.  stones,  price  £45,  with  crane  £6  10s.  extra ; 
it  was  well  and  strongly -built,  with  oak  frame,  and  stones 
of  best  quality  Derbyshire  Peak;  gear-work  strong, 
simple  in  management  and  noiseless ;  but  did  not  com- 
I)ete. 

8th.  Marshall,  Sons,  and  Co.,  of  Gainsborough 
sent  in  a  cylindricJal  iron  frame  grinding  mill,  price  £54 ; 
fitted  with  3  ft.  6  in.  Derbyshire  stones,  complete  with 
driving  pulley. 

9th.  Woods,  Cocksedge,  and  Warner,  of  Stow- 
market,  competed  with  a  mill  with  42  in.  French  bun- 
stones,  price  £65 ;  strongly  constructed,  with  iron  frame, 
and  every  improvement  necessary  for  grinding  any  corn 
into  flour  or  meal. 

10th.  John  Tye,  of  Lincoln,  sent  in  one  df  his  portable 
grinding  mills,  fitted  with  8  ft.  6  in.  grey  stones,  price 
£56;  on  metal  frame,  with  all  necessary  fittings;  but 
some  parts  gave  way  in  the  trial  and  it  had  to  be 
removed. 

*  The  comparative  result  of  the  trials,  as  far  as  regards 
quantity  turued-out  in  the  prescribed  time,  is  shown  by 
the  following  figures : 

Barley.  Wheat. 

Lbs.  Oz.  Lbs.  Oe. 

Hancock  nnd  Fodcn      61    2      ...  — 

J.  Weighell         46    1       ...      43    8 

Whitmore  and  Beay on Failed  to  get  samples. 

Reading  Iron  Works      63  47      ...      40    1^ 

E.  R.  and  F.  Turner       43    0      ...      36    8 

Robey  and  Co 88    9      ..,      46    8 

Ashby,  Jeffrey,  and  Luke  ...        —  — 

Marshall  and  Co 87  12      ...       83    4 

Woods,  Cocksedge,  and  Warner...     37    1       ...      21    9 

John  Tye 51    0      ...  Broke  down. 

Riches  and  Watt 12  12      ...      18    8 

At  Bury  St.  Edmund's  it  will  be  remembered  Turner 
and  Co.  carried  off  the  £9  p:ize  for  mills,  John  Tye  the 
second  prize  of  £0,  while  Ruston  and  Proctor  were 
htghly-commended. 

The  CuAFi'-curitii  Trials.  -The  first  entered  by 
T«  Sheen  was  not  tried. 


E.  Page  and  Co.,  Bedford,  a  machiue,  12-inch,  fitted 
with  three  knives,  reversing  gear,  cuts  four  lengths  of 
chaff;  cut  42lb8.  ™      .  ,j 

Thomas  AUcock,  of  Ratcliffe-on -Trent,  an  miproved 
chaff  cutter,  price  £13,  with  three  knives,  for  steam  or 
water  power,  of  immeuse  strength,  simple  meonstruction, 
cutting  two  lengths  without  change  of  wheels,  hsj  s  14- 
inch  mouth  with  reverse  and  stop  motion  and  toothed 
rollers ;  cut  79ilbs.  in  three  minutes. 

Robert  Maynard,  of  Cambridge,  a  l«tejit  PortsWe 
steam  power  sifting  chaff  engine,  price  £45 ;  if  fitted  witu 
caving  elevator,  £4  extra ;  891bs. 

Richmond  and  Chandler,  of  Salford,  a  machmc  idenli- 
cal  in  principle  to  that  which  obtained  th«  first  prize  of 
the  Roval  Society  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  pnce  £16  16*.; 
with  ffiding  web,  £1  10s.  extra.  The  diameter  of  puUey 
was  201  inches.  After  a  false  sUrt,  owing  to  error  in 
fixing  dynamometer,  the  machine  did  w**'™,'^!*' 
mainUiuing  its  previous  reputation  by  cutting  154lttt. 
although  rather  an  irregular  sample. 

The  next  tried  was  one  manttCsctnred  by  James  Urnes 
and  Co.,  of  Nantwich,  with  three  knives,  a  sdf-setin? 
mouthpiece,  and  stop  and  reverse  motions,  which  can  lie 
fitted  to  cut  any  length  required.  This  machine  has 
gained  the  first  prize  of  the  Society  for  14  years  mwc 
Session,  while  it  turned  out  good  chaff;  it  only  cut98lbs. 
Owing  to  the  driving  band  slipping,  it  had  to  begin  a 
second  lot.  .       ^ 

James  Davis  and  Son,  of  Hemd-Hemps^d,  nat 
entered  the  list  with  a  10-inch  cutter,  price  £10  l«s-. 
mounted  on  wood  frame,  fitted  with  toothed  roUer.  slop 
and  reverse  gear,  with  change  wheels,  but  it  only  turned 
out  28lbs.  of  chaff  in  the  prescribed  time. 

The  next  machine  taken  out  for  trial  was  one  of  Mel- 
lard's,  Trent  Foundry,  Rugeley,  price  £10 10s;  stated  b; 
the  manufacturers  to  be  an  excellent  nwichine  and  of  im- 
mense power  and  capability,  speciaUy  constructed  for 
being  driven  by  steam,  change  wheel,  rismg  month-piece 
from  2i  to  h\  inches  and  12i  inches  wide.  The  resdt  of 
effective  feeding  by  three  men  was  68  lbs.  weight  of 

To  this  succeeded  the  ster  chaff-cutter  of  I^wi*  wi 
Hoole  of  Shrewsbury,  described  as  a  new  implemenr. 
which  received  the  first  prize  at  the  Royal  Cornwall  Agn- 
cultural  Society  in  May.  It  cuts  two  lengths  of  chiff 
without  change  of  wheeU  and  is  fitted  with  foiws'rd,  stop, 
and  reverse  motions,  price  £12  12s.,  P"1^J«  ^^  ,^*;  X 
This  machine  might  have  done  better  but  for  bad  feeding 
and  help,  as  it  got  choked  and  the  top  Uyer  did  not  pass 
through.    The  result  was  70  lbs.  , 

After  this  followed  one  by  Hill  and  Smith  {Corke* 
pattern),  of  Brierley  Hill,  Stafford.  It  was  objected  to 
by  some  as  disqualified,  not  being  entered  m  the  cstsJogne. 
and  when  put  to  trial  soon  choked,  and  the  sample 
produced  was  not  considered  of  sufficient  importance  to  oe 
weighed.  , 

One  of  Carson  and  Tooae's,  of  Warminater.  with  "WP 
and  reverse  gear  for  steam  power.  ^"  t^«°  P".^  !^^ 
platform.    Itisof  a  simUar  principle  to  that  which  camea 

iff  the  prize  at  Canterbury  in  18«0.  P^f"  *i;.  .^i 
It  made  good  work  in  the  quaUty  of  chaff  cnt,  m 
turned  out  78t  lbs. 

Messrs.  P.  and  W.  Hobbs.  of  Bssingstoke  Jie« 
entered  the  lists  with  an  i«pro^<^^  .'^J%S 
price  £12  12s.,  fitted  with  three  kmves  eutt  ^ 
two  lengths  of  chaff,  rising  rollers  ^  «r^ 
piece,  width  of  cut  13  inches.  It  choked  «efarii 
times,  and  turned  out  at  last  54  lbs. 

II.  and  6.  Ke«nley.  of  «!?»».«•*• '^f^fS 
price  £10  m.with  improwi  tootk-idler.  a^  J'^' 
month-piece,  tnd  «  new  (top-motion  Bir  «««'";> 
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rollers  and  steel  mooth -piece.  This  turned  oat  a  good 
cbadT,  bat  choked  once  or  twice  in  the  feeding  : 
the  resolt  waa  SOilbs. 

Hant  and  Pickering,  of  Leicester,  tested  a  chafT-cattcr, 
price  £11  lis.,  which  appeared  to  be  a  strong  machine 
for  one  or  two  horse-power  with  two  knives,  all  safety 
appliances  and  a  solid  steel  mouth-piece  surface,  it 
choked  in  feeding,  and  the  result  of  the  work  was 
aOilba. 

Pickal^,  Sims,  and  Co.,  of  Leigh,  then  went  in  with  a 
new  implement,  price  £14,  combining  all  the  reoent  im- 
prorementa,  which  cuts  two  lengths  of  chaff  without 
change  of  wheels,  is  fitted  with  forward,  stop,  and 
rererae  motion  and  patent  clutch  gear,  and  is  a  strong 
and  sahatantial  machine.  It  has  a  24-inch  pulley.  It 
was  well  fed,  prodaocd  good  chaff,  and  turned  out  1331bs. 
uciyht. 

£.  H.  Beotall,  of  Maldon,  was  neit  in  rotation,  with 
a  £14  14s.  ehaff-cutter,  cutting  three  lengths  without 
citra  change  wheels,  has  stopping  and  reversing  motions, 
wroQght-iron  1^  and  braces,  improved  tooth  rollers,  and 
mooth-pieeea.  It  was  worked  by  a  21.inch  pulley.  After 
a  good  deal  of  choking  from  over-feeding,  the  result  was 
131ilb9. 

Aahby.  JelTery,  and  Lnke,  of  Stamford,  tried  a  small 
chafF-eatter  on  wrought-iron  frame.  Price,  to  cut  two 
lengths,  £9  9s.    It  cut  eUbs. 

Joseph  Warren,  of  Maldon,  tried  a  large  machine, 
price  £18  18a.,  with  a  mouth  18  inches  by  4  inches  rise, 
which  produced  971bs. ;  but  a  bad  sample  of  chaff. 

A  few  selected  chaff-cutters  were  then  put  through  a 
second  trial,  being  first  run  through  empty  to  test  by  the 
dynamometer  the  power  they  took.  T.  AUcock,  of 
Ratcliffe-on-Trent,  did  in  fire  minutes  1481b.  chaff. 
Richmond  and  Chandler,  with  a  pulley  21k  diam.,  267 
net.     This  ended  the  trials  of  chaff-cutters  for  Tuesday. 

On  Wednesday  morning  they  were  resumed  with  James 
Comes  and  Co.'s  machine;  after  some  delays, 
oving  to  the  strap  slipping,  they  tnmed  out  1681b8.  of 
chaff  in  the  ffiven  time. 

To  this  followed  Carson  and  Toone's  machine,  doing 
U41ba.  of  work. 

Next  eame  Picksley,  Sims,  and  Co.*s,  which  being  well 
fed,  tnmed  out  2171bs. 

£.  U.  Bentall  followed,  this  machine  being  worked  by 
a  20-in.  pulley,  cut  1891bs. 

The  trials  of  these  cutters  were  concluded  by  the 
second  test  of  R.  Maynard's,  which  resulted  in  an  amonnt 
of  223ilbs.  The  diameter  of  the  month-piece  of  the 
principal  chaff-cutters  was  in  Bentall's  16|  in.,  and  in 
Richmond  and  Chandler's,  ond  Picksley  and  Sims*s 
I4iin. 

If  we  ooinptre  the  trials  of  the  choff-entters  at  the  show 
at  Bnry  St.  fdmnnds  we  find  that  the  relative  competitors 
stood  as  follows.  The  horse-power  per  minute,  end  the 
anmber  of  levolotions  of  the  dynamometer,  we  cannot 
compare,  as  these  are  not  yet  made  known  by  the  judges 
at  Oxford. 

The  time  at  Bnry  St.  Edmnnds  for  cntting  1  cwt.  of 
•traw  stood  as  follows  : 

Hin.  See. 

Kiehmoad  and  Chandler 2      3d 

£.H.BentaU    2      21 

Picksley,  Sims,  and  Co 3      18 

Carson  and  Toone     4      17 

£.  Page  and  Co 4      43 

James  Comes  and  Co 2      67 

The  first  three  named  took  the  first,  second,  and  third 
prizes  in  rotation,  while  the  others  were  commended. 

The  comparative  power  and  speed  of  these  competitors 
on  that  occasion  weie  as  follows : 


Richmoad  and  Cliandle r 

£.H.  Bentall 

Pickslry,  Sims,  and  Co. ... 

Carson  and  Toone 

E.Page  and  Co 

James  Comes  and  Co.   . . . 


Rev  of 

H.  P.  per 

Avprnjfo 

Dynam. 

Min! 

11. 1'. 

...'      5.23 

2918 

1.11.2 

...'     10.2S 

6.7U4 

2.4(>0 

...1     13.88 

,     7.260 

2.  20 

....     12.25 

1   6.y<  5 

1.012 

...:     14.67 

,    8.213 

1.747 

..i    10.8 

1    6.087 

2.0G3 

Cake-Breakehs. — Soon  after  midday  on  AVedncsday 
the  judges  commenced  testiug  the  oilcake  breakers  and 
crushers.  The  fiist  tried  was  one  iaventrd  by  Holmes 
and  Sons,  of  Norwich,  price  i  15,  fitted  with  large  case- 
hardened  or  steeled  cntters,  very  strong  gearing,  rapablc 
for  adjustment  for  any  sized  pieces,  or  for  sowing.  We 
failed  to  get  the  time  of  this  trial. 

Next  followed  Amies,  Barford,  and  Co.,  of  Peterborough, 
with  their  improved  Royal  prize  mill,  price  JL6,  which 
took  the  first  prize  at  the  last  trials  at  Bnry  as  the  best 
mill  for  power.  It  is  all  made  of  iron,  fitted  with  two 
pairs  of  adjustable  rollers,  and  will  break  the  hardest  cake 
into  twenty  different  sizes  for  lambs,  sheep,  and  beasts. 
They  finished  their  8  cwt.  of  cake  in  2  min.  20  seconds  ; 
hot  it  was  crushed  rather  too  fine  for  feeding,  although 
well  suited  for  sowing.  The  second  trial  of  the  machine 
with  thinner  cake  was  also  done  in  the  same  time. 

Hunt  and  Pickering,  of  Ijeiccster,  next  went  in  with 
an  oileake  breaker,  price  £6,  with  donble  rollers,  adapted 
to  reduce  oil,  cotton  or  rapecake  to  very  small  sizes  for 
feeding  purposes,  also  fine  enough  for  sowing  as  manure. 
The  first  trial  with  this  cake  was  done  in  2  min.  25 
seconds ;  the  seeond,  with  thin  cake,  in  2  min  35  se. 
conds. 

The  Reading  Iron  Works  pnt  in  an  improved  breaker, 
price,  with  puUey,  £6  6s.,  fitted  with  two  knob  or  teeth- 
rollers,  and  two  additional  grooved  rollers,  for  reducing 
the  broken  cake  to  dust.  The  first  trial  was  done  in  2 
min.  83  seconds;  the  second  in  1  min. 31  seconds. 

Messrs.  Woods,  Cocksedge,  and  W^arner,  of  Stowmarket, 
entered  a  coke-breaker  for  fourteen  different  sizes,  price 
£6.  A  strong  machine,  with  doable  rollers  for  breaking 
any  description  of  cake  in  sizes  varying  from  dost  to 
pieces  for  bullocks.  The  first  trial  was  done  in  2  min. 
80  seconds ;  the  second  in  2  min.  55  seconds. 

E.  H.  Bentall,  of   Maldon,  sent  in  a  good  breaker, 

?rice  £6  68.,  and  the  first  test  was  done  in  2  minutes 
5  sees.,  but  on  the  second  trial  one  of  the  teeth  flew, 
and  hence  the  machine  was  withdrawn. 

To  this  succeeded  W.  N.  Nicholson,  of  Newark,  with  a 
strong  useful  £10  machine,  asserted  to  be  capable  of  doing 
a  large  amount  of  work  with  little  power.  The  first 
trial  was  done  in  1  minute  53  sees. :  on  the  second 
the  machine  got  out  of  gear,  but  another  trial  gave  1 
minnte  27  sees. 

£.  R.  and  F.  Turner  of  Ipswich  then  produced  a. 
breaker,  price  £10  10s.,  with  two  pairs  of  adjustable 
rollers,  by  means  of  which  any  desired  sample  could  be 
broken.  It  had  an  18-inch  mouthpiece,  rather  shallow, 
llie  first  triol  gave  the  time  1  minute  7  sees.,  but 
the  dynamometer  did  not  register  well.  The  second  1 
minnte  23  sees.  The  first  trial,  with  thick  cake,  was 
repeated,  and  resulted  in  1  minute  15  sees.  This  ter- 
minated the  proceedings  of  these  breakers  on  Wednesday. 
On  Thursday  morning  the  trials  were  resumed  with  a 
double  roller  breaker,  price  £5,  of  R.  Mellard  and  Co., 
of  Rngeley,  adapted  for  hand  or  power,  both  sets  of 
rollers  can  be  regulated  to  break  the  cake  to  any  degree 
oi  fineness ;  it  has  a  receiving  box  and  screen.  The  time 
of  the  trials    was  1    minute  48    sees,  and  1  minnte 
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20  sees. ;  bat  &a  the  dynamometer  did  not  register,  the 
second  trial  was  gone  over  again,  the  time  being  then 
taken  at  1  mioate  82  sees. 

To  this  followed  a  cutter  made  by  Coleman 
and  Morton,  of  Chelmsford,  price  £4  14s., 
which  gained  the  first  prixe  at  the  Paris  Ex- 
hibition in  1867 ;  alleged  to  be  very  strong,  and 
capable  of  getting  through  mnch  work,  but  did  not  come 
np  to  promise,  as  it  did  not  carry  the  stuff  down,  the 
cake  jumped  a  good  deal ;  the  two  trials  gave  8  mins. 
89  sees,  and  4  minutes  6  sees,  as  the  rdatire  time, 
while  the  machine  choked  in  the  second  trial. 

This  was  followed  by  a  double-action  bresker,  made  by 
Bobert  Maynard,  of  Cambridge,  price  £10,  suitable  either 
for  steam  or  haod-power,  and  for  crushing  any  description 
of  cake  from  1  to  8i  inches  thick.  This  ground  a  coarser 
sample,  with  little  or  no  dust.  Time,  1  minute  80 
sees,  and  1  minute  56  sees. 

Holmes  and  Son,  of  Norwich,  submitted  a  breaker, 
price  £15,  suited  for  steam  or  hoise-power,  fitted  with 
case-hardened  or  steeled  cutters,  very  strong  gearins;, 
adjustable  to  any  sised  meees,  or  for  sowing;  sample 
coarse,  with  little  dust.  Time,  1  minute  SO  seconds  and 
1  minute  10  sees. 

S.  Corbett  and  Sous,  of  Wellington,  tried  a  breaker 
with  one  pair  of  rollers,  price  £12.  The  first  sample 
was  rather  coarse,  the  second  somewhat  better.  Time, 
1  minute  15  sees,  and  2  minutes  22  sees. 

Those  which  were  considered  the  most  effectiTe  wa« 
then  submitted  to  a  second  trial,  which  resulted  as  fol- 
lows :  Thick  Cake.    Thin  Cake. 
mins.  sees.    mins.  sees. 

E.  R.  and  P.  Turner   1     11  1    20 

Amies,  fiarford  and  Co., 2      5  2    10 

Hunt  and  Pickering  not  tried. 

TUENIP  PuLPKBB,  WITH  PowBR.— Each  was  given  8 
cwt.  of  roots  to  cut,  and  the  machines  were  timed. 

R.  Homsby  and  Sons,  of  Grantham,  a  patent  disc 
root  pulper,  price  £6  16s.,  pulley  for  power  extra,  took 
the  first  prixe  at  the  Bury  trials.  Tune,  1  minute  88 
seconds. 

Reuben  Hunt,  of  Halstead,  a  disc  root  pulper,  price 
£4  10a.,  with  eight  knives.    Time,  8  min.  11  sees. 

Woods  and  Cocksedge,  Stowmarket,  a  root-pulper  for 
steam  power,  invented  by  Phillips,  of  Brandon,  price 
£7  7s.  Described  by  the  exhibitors  as  a  very  fast  ptUper. 
Will  cut  up  20  tons  a  day ;  teeth  easily  replaced  at  Id. 
each.  Turned  out  a  good  sample,  and  did  the  three  cwt. 
in  8  minutes  11  seconds. 

R.  Mellard,  of  Rugeley,  a  treble  action  disc  root- 
pulper,  stripper,  and  slicer,  price  £7  10s. ;  pulley,  78.  6d. 
extra.  By  turning  the  feed-plate,  either  operation  can  be 
done  without  altering  the  knives.  Did  not  work  well. 
The  feeder  had  to  hammer  down  the  roots,  to  the  danger 
jof  his  fingers,  which  got  caught  by  the  slicer.  The  sam- 
ple was  rough.    Time,  8  minutes  5  seconds. 

E.  H.  Bentall,  of  Maldon,  put  in  a  patent  root-pulper, 
price  £7  7s.,  of  a  make  which  has  been  in  use  14  years ; 
it  is  expeditious  and  durable,  and  is  alleged  to  be  the  only 
pulper  that  will  pulp  cabbages  properly.  The  time  taken 
was  1  minute  40  seconds.  The  Judges  gave  the  machine  a 
second  trial,  which  resulted  in  1  minute  63  seconds  time. 

The  same  exhibitor  submitted  another  pulper,  price  £5 
is.,  on  the  disc  principle, fitted  with  eight  knives,  which  can 
be  regulated  to  pulp  finer  or  coarser.  The  time  taken  by 
this  machine  to  cut  a  rather  coarse  sample,  was  1  minute 
44  seconds. 

Thos.  Corbett  and  Co.,  of  Shrewsbury,  tested  an  im- 


5 roved  pulper,  price  £6,  which  did  its  woric  in  1  minirte 
5  seconds. 

Picksley,  Sims,  and  Co.,  of  Leigh,  then  placed  on  a  very 
strong  machine  adapted  for  power  only,  price  £6  5s., 
which  had  a  very  large  cutting  surfiue,  and  worked  by  s 
24-inch  pulley,  turned  out  a  good  aample  in  1  minute  8 
seconds. 

Messrs.  S.  Corbett  and  Son,  of  Wellington,  next  had 
tested  a  patent  root-pulper,  price  £6  10s. ;  it  was  worked 
by  a  15-inch  pulley ;  it  did  the  work  required  in  57  or 
58  seconds. 

Messrs.  Edward  Page  and  Co.,  of  Bradford,  next 
brought  forward  an  improved  disc  root  pulper,  price  £5, 
fitted  with  adjustable  sliding  knives  and  other  spplisnces, 
which  did  not  work  well,  and  took  the  long  time  of  8 
minutes  25  seconds. 

The  next  brought  on  the  platform  was  one  by  Hont 
and  Pickering,  of  Leicester,  which  was  a  disc  rootpolper, 
price  £6 ;  a  strons  compact  machine,  for  horse  or  steam 
power,  stated  in  the  catalogue  to  be  able  to  pulp  4  tons 
an  hour.  This  did  its  work  in  1  minute  45  seconds,  bat 
like  some  others  of  the  same  ckas,  scattered  the  pulp 
widely  through  the  holes  of  the  disc  cover,  and  made 
rather  bad  work. 

R.  MeUard,  of  Trent  Foundry,  Rugeley,  tested  a  diic 
root  pulper,  price  £5  5s.,  on  strong  wood  frame,  adapted 
for  power,  fitted  with  12  steel  knives.  It  was  worked 
by  a  12  inch  pulley,  and  did  the  work  in  1  minate  7 
seconds. 

This  brought  the  trials  to  a  dose  for  Thursday. 

On  Friday  morning,  a  few  of  the  principal  root  pulpen 
were  again  tested  by  the  judges,  without  the  limit  of  one 
person  feeding  with  roots ;  the  owners  being  allowed  to 
put  in  the  rooU  as  they  liked.  The  result  of  the  trials 
as  to  time  were :  Min.  Sees. 

Homsby  and  Sons  1      84 

T.  Corbett  0      57 

Picksley  and  Sims   0      50 

Robert  Willacy,  of  Preston,  submitted  a  combined 
machine  for  trial,  consiBting  of  an  oilcake  breaker,  turnip 
and  root  cutter,  and  patent  cattle-feeder,  price  £25  ;  arery 
pretty-looking  aflBiir  in  theory,  but  which  broke  down  m 
practice,  and  would  not  touch  the  turnips  thrown  in. 

Woods,  Cocksedge,  and  Warner,  of  Stowmarket,  then 
submitted  a  double-action  turnip-cutter  tor  bullocki  and 
sheep,  price  £5  5s.,  but  it  was  very  slow  in  action,  and 
not  much  approved  of;  it  did  its  work  in  4 min.  14 sec 

Hunt  and  Pickering,  of  Leicester,  had  a  £5  5s.  tomip- 
cutter  tried,  which  did  its  work  in  4  min.  80  sec. 

R.  Homsby  and  Sons,  of  Grantham,  were  the  next  on 
the  list  with  a  patent  disc  tumip-cutter,  price  £4  10>-' 
introduced  in  1861  and  improved  in  1866.  It  cutsintli 
great  rapidity,  and  took  the  first  prixes  at  the  Bory  tnaU 
of  the  Society.    It  did  its  work  in  2  min.  59  see. 

On  Saturday  these  trials  were  resumed,  the  first  test^ 
being  a  machine  by  E.  H.  Bentall,  of  Maldon,  an  improm 
Gardner's  turnip-cutter,  price  £5  5s.  A  double-sctioii 
cutter  for  sheep  and  cattle,  the  frame  of  iron  and  the  gr^ 
of  wrought  iron,  fitted  with  handle  so  that  thetnrmps 
can  be  taken  out  at  the  side  where  the  person  tarns  m 
machine.    Time  occupied  in  cutting  5  min.  16  see. 

The  following  hand  pulpers  were  then  tried  with  2  cwt 
each  of  turnips : 

Reuben  Hunt's  (Gardner's)  double-action  tumip^utter, 
price  £5  5s.,  cuts  for  bullocks  or  sheep,  made  with  cu\' 
iron  or  wood  top.    Time  occupied  3  mm.  58  sec. 

The  resulto  of  othen  tried  afterwnrds  were: 
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Min.  Sec. 

Caisonand  Toonea    5      0 

SonthwellandCo 8  20 

R.  Hornsbjr  and  Sou'  polper  5      2 

Woods  and  Ck>eksedge       ...  5  28 

£.  H.  BentaU    6  12 

Ditto,  another  macfaine      ...  6  45 

Pickaley,  Sims,  and  Co.     ...  4      1 

Corbett  &  Sons,  Wellington  8      0 

Southwell  and  Co 7      6 

T.  Corbett,  Shrewsbury     ...  6      0 

Coleman  and  Moreton       ...  6      0 

E.  PageandCo 9  12 

Woods  and  Cocksedge        ...  6  80 

Hunt  and  Pickering 9  50 

Haxd  Chaff  Cutters. — The  next  brought  on  were 
cbi^cutters,  worked  by  hand  power.  H.  and  £.  Kearsley, 
Canon  and  Toone,  Lewis  and  Hoole,  Mellard,  and  Reuben 
Hunt  had  entoed,  but  were  withdrawn. 

The  first  tested  was  one  by  £.  H.  Bentall,  of  Maldon, 
price  £5  15s.  6d.,  fitted  with  wrought  iron  legs  and 
braees,  improTed  tooth  rollers,  the  gearing  in  the  frame 
coTcred,  cuts  three  lengths,  9i-inch  mouthpiece,  cut 
12D». 

Ashby,  Jeffery,  and  Luke,  a  hand-power  chaff-cutter, 
viUi  wronght-iron  frame  and  angle  iron  legs,  to  cut  two 
lengths,  £3  176.  6d.,  Si-inch  mouthpiece,  cut  81b. 

P.  and  W.  Hobbs»  of  Basingstoke,  a  chaff-cntter,  price 
£5  5s.,  mounted  on  iron  frame  for  cutting  two  lengths, 
with  rising  rollers,  and  mouthpiece  9  inches  wide ;  to  be 
worked  by  hand-power,  or  attached  to  a  1 -horse  gear. 
This  machine  cut  71b. 

J.  Cornea  and  Co.,  of  Nantwich,  a  chaff  cutter,  price 
a  15s.,  has  self-acting  mouthpiece,  and  cuts  two  lengths ; 
B  Stated  to  have  gained  four  of  the  Society's  prizes;  cut  51b. 

Thos.  Sheen,  of  Aylesbury,  %  chaff-cutter,  mounted  on 
cast-iroD  frame  for  hand-nower,  with  r^stered  rollers ; 
rising  mouthpiece  8^  inches  wide,  to  rise  from  2  to  8^ 
inches ;  adapted  to  cut  two  leuKths  of  chaff  without  change 
of  wheels ;  work  done  41bs.  omy. 

Hunt  and  Pickering,  of  Leicester,  a  machine,  price  £5 
5s.,  cuts  two  lengths ;  knives  run  within  iron  frame, 
doable  uniyerBal  joints  in  top  roller  shaft,  no  qhange 
wheels,  the  mouthpiece  fitted  with  solid  sted  surface; 
this  machine  cut  71bs. 

Southwell  and  Co.,  of  Rugeley,  a  maehine,  price  £8  12s. 
6d.,  fitted  with  patent  lever  for  varying  the  length  of  cut 
without  changing  the  wheels  or  removing  the  cover :  has 
s  rising  mouthpiece  8i  by  8^  inches,  and  powerful  fly- 
wheel ;  cut  71bs. 

Hill  and  Smith,  of  Brierly  Hill,  had  one  of  Come's 
pittem  with  two  knives,  but  as  there  was  no  pulley  sent 
with  it  and  no  one  to  attend  to  it,  it  was  put  aside. 

Lewis  and  Hoole,  of  Shrewsbury,  had  entered  one  of 
their  Star  ehaff  cutters,  price  £2  5s.,  but  would  not  bring 
it  forward. 

T.  AHeock,  of  Ratcliffe-on-Trent,  had  an  improved 
chaff  cutter,  price  £5,  with  two  knives ;  cuts  two  lengths 
without  change  of  wheels;  described  by  the  maker  as 
simple  in  construction  and  very  easy  to  work.  This  cut 
61b.  weight. 

Joseph  Wame,  of  Maldon,  had  a  small  £6  5s.  chaff 
cutter,  made  to  cut  different  lengths  without  change  of 
wheds,  which  cut  61bs. 

Edward  Page  and  Co.,  of  Bedford,  exhibited  a  9-inch 

chaff  cutter,  price  £7  10s.,  which  cuts  8  lengths,  and  is 

sufficiently  strong  to  be  worked  by  horse  power.    This 

cotesaaySlbs. 

Smith  snd  Graoe,  of  ThnpttoD,  sent  in  a  machine^ 


price  £5  17s. '6d.,  fitted  with  brsss  bearings,  case- 
nardened  mouth-pieee,  toothed  rollers,  stop  and  reverse 
motions;  cuts  two  lengths  of  chaff  without  change  of 
wheels ;  has  two  handles,  so  that  two  men  or  boys  can 
work  it.    Size  of  mouth  lOin.  by  4in.    This  cut  lllbs. 

Picksl^,  Sims,  and  Co.,  of  Leish,  a  new  chaff  cutter 
for  hand  power,  price  £6;  combines  all  the  recent 
improvements,  ana  will  cut  two  lengths  without  change 
of  wheels ;  9iin.  mouth.    The  work  done  was  lOlbs. 

Alei.  Aldworth,  of  Abingdon,  an  old-&shioned  chaff 
machine ;  feed  drawn  by  sacking ;  roller  bottom ;  prioa 
£4.  Length  of  box  6ft.  6in.,  size  of  cut  I4in.  by  7in. 
Length  of  cut  can  be  varied  without  change  of  wheels. 
Worked  by  one  man,  with  a  knife  cutter  and  treadle. 
Although  much  laughter  and  ridicule  was  created  by  the 
appearance  of  this  coffin-looking  machine,  yet  the  man 
turned  out  an  excellent  sample  of  chaff,  cutting  151bs.  in 
8  minutes. 

Richmond  sad  Chandler,  of  Salford,  finished  in  this 
class  with  a  machine,  price  £7  78.,  constructed  with  an 
entirely  new  form  of  mouth-piece.  It  is  impossible  to 
choke  it.  Adapted  for  cutting  two  lengths  without 
change,  and  4  lengths  with  1  pair  of  cbmge  wheels. 
This  cut  181bs.^  the  highest  quantity  registered. 

We  can  only  indicate  the  comparative  merit  of  the  se- 
veral implements  tried,  in  the  absence  of  the  power  used, 
and  the  revolutions  shown  by  the  dynamometer,  particulars 
which  are  not  to  be  had  from  the  judges ;  still,  the  several 
facts  stated  will  enable  the  public  to  form  every  fair  average 
idea  of  the  duty  of  the  different  machines  submitted  for 
trial. 

A  little  difficulty  arose  on  Friday,  in  consequence  oithe 
discretionary  power  exercised  by  the  judges,  in  calling  for 
and  testing  one  or  two  crushing  miUs  of  Messrs.  Ran- 
some,  Sims,  and  Head,  who  had  entered  nothing  for  trial, 
a  step  against  which  Mr.  R.  C.  Ransome  protested ;  but 
the  judges  persisted,  and  stated  that  exhibitors  had  no 
right  to  withhold  anything  for  trial,  and  the  judges  had 
the  power,  on  refusal,  of  ordering  it  out  of  the  yard. 
After  a  little  discussion,  Mr.  Ransome  handsomely  gave 
way  to  the  judges. 

On  Saturday  afternoon  the  council  held  a  conference 
with  the  leading  implement  makers  as  to  the  general 
nature  of  premiums  to  be  awarded  at  Wolverhampton  in 
1871,  and  a  preliminary  was  suubmitted  and  disenssed, 
which  will  come  on  again  for  further  consideration. 


The  following  ii  a  summary  of  the  oompetitorB  in  the  trial- 
yard  in  the  lereral  daises,  and  some  of  the  results : 

mXD  8TSAM  ENOnrZS  WITH  BOILER^SXCTION  1— CLASS  1. 

Clayton  and  Shuttleworth ;  Eobsy  and  Co.;  Riches  and 
Watts ;  Aihby  and  Jeffery ;  J.  Eastwood ;  Brown  and  Hay ; 
Hancock  and  Foden ;  Marshall,  Sons,  and  Co. ;  £.  R.  and  f . 
Tuner ;  Reading  Iron  Works ;  T.  D.  Esgles ;  Davey,  Pax- 
man,  and  Davey;  W.  N.  NicholMn. 

ENQim  Trials. — ^The  trials  of  the  four-horse  power  fixed 
engines  gave  the  following  results  : 


Ten-horse-power 
Engines. 

Price  of 
Engine. 

Real 
Time. 

Mechanical 
Time. 

E.R.  and  F.  Turner  

Clayton  and  Shuttleworth ... 

Manhall,  Sons,  and  Co 

Reading  Iron  Works 

£ 

142 
240 
180 
202 
160 

m.    8. 

2  14 

3  6 
2    86 
8    13 
2    21 

m.    s. 

2  17 

3  28 
2    42 
8    19| 

W.S.trnderhill •. 
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Fonr-hone-power 


Clayton  and  Slii.iUe\vorlh  ... 

Kiclies  and  Watts  

RobeyandCo 

Ashby,  Jeffcry,  and  Luke  ... 

BfX)wnandMay      

Hancock  and  Foden  (with  1 
boiler) J 


Price  of  I    Real    j  Mechanical 
Enjfine.     Time.         Time. 


£ 

103 
100 
102 
Uo 

95 


m.   t. 

3  25 

3    n 

2     7i 
"     13 


3 


I 


s. 

45 

9 

17 

25 

9 


I     33  i     1    26 


PECTION  1 — CLASS  2 — WITUOUT  BOILERS. 

G.  H.  Ellis;  £.  R.  and  F.  Turner;  Clayton  and  Shuttle- 
worth  ;  Marshall,  Sons,  and  Co. ;  Reading  Iron  Works ;  W. 
S.  Underhill. 

SECTION  5— CLASS  1-— MILLS  WITH  STONE  GKINDSRS,  STEAM 
OR  HAND  POWER. 

Ilancock  and  Foden ;  J.  Weighell ;  Whitmore  and  Benyon ; 
Reading  Iron  Works ;  £.  R.  and  F.  Tamer ;  J.  D.  Pinfold 
(Compound  stone  and  steel) ;  Robey  and  Co. ;  AUchin  aud 
Son ;  Mellard's Trent  Foundry ;  Ashoy,  Jeffery,  and  Late  ;  J. 
Tye ;  Marshall,  Sons,  and  Co. :  Woods,  Cockaedge,  and  Co. : 
T.  Baker. 

SECTION  3--CLAS9  2 — MILLS  WITH  METAL  GRINDERS,  STEAM 
OR  HAND  POWER. 

Hant  and  Pickering ;  £.  Page  and  Co. ;  £.  and  H.  Ro- 
berto; BcTcrley  Waggon  (>».;  T.  Corbctt;  T.  Thomas;  S. 
Corbett  and  Son ;  Riches  and  WatU,  12|lbs.  barley,  18|  beans  ; 
Amies,  Barford,  and  Co. ;  Smith  and  Grace. 

SECTION  3— CLASS  3— MILLS  WITH  METAL  GRINDERS,  HAND 
POWER. 

P.  and  W.  Uobbs ;  Smith  and  Grace ;  E.  Page  and  Co. ; 
Hunt  and  Pickering ;  T.  Corbett ;  Riches  and  vVatU ;  J.  Da- 
vis and  Son ;  S.  Corbctt  and  Sou. 

SECTION, 4«— CLASS  1— CRU3HER.S,  STEAM  OR  HORSE   POWER. 

Amies,  Barford,  and  Co. ;  £.  R.  and  F.  Turner,  OOJlbs. 
oats,  loHlbs.  beans ;  Woods,  Cocksedge,  and  Co.,  13  ({lbs. 
onts,  253ilbs.  beans ;  Picksley,  Sims,  and  Co..  67ilb8.  oats ; 
£.  H.  Bentall,  116|lbs.  oato,  SHlbs.  beans;  S.  Corbett  and 
Son,  59lbs.  7ozs.  oats,  lOSlbs.  beans ;  Ransomes. 

SECTION  4 — CLASS  2 — CRUSHERS,  HAND  POWER. 

P.  and  W.  Hobbs ;  Picksley,  Sims,  and  Co. ;  T.  Corbett ; 
E.  R.  and  F.  Turner;  £.  U.  Bentoll,  15^1bs.  oats,  18|lbs. 
beans;  Woods,  Cocksedge,  and  Co.,  IS^lbs.  oats,  2l|lb9 
beans;  S.  Corbett  and  Sjn. 

SECTION  4 — CLAS.S  3— STEAM  OR  HAND. 

E.  U.  Bentall,  IS^lbs.  oats,  8f  lbs.  beans  ;  Woods,  Cocks- 
edge, and  Co.,  IS^lbs.  oato,  6^1bs.  beans ;  Picksley,  Sims,  aud 
Co. ;  £.  R.  and  F.  Turner ;  Beverley  Waggon  Co. 

SECTION  4f — CLASS  4— HAND  POWER. 

Picksley,  Sims,  and  Co. ;  Richmond  and  Chandler ;  Woods, 
Cocksedge,  and  Warner ;  £.  H.  Bentall ;  E.  R.  and  F.  Turner ; 
Ransomes,  Sims,  and  Head,  tried  by  judges,  bat  not  entered. 

SECTION  5— CLASS  1 — CHAfT    CUTTERS— STEAM    OR    HAND 
POWER, 

£.  Page  and  Co.;  T.  Allcock;  Lewis  and  Uoole;  R. 
Maynard;  Richmond  and  Chandler;  J.  Cornea  and  Co.; 
Davis  and  Son;  Mellard*s  Trent  Foundry;  HiU  and  Smith; 
P.  and  W.  Uobbs ;  H.  and  G.  Kearsley ;  Hnnt  and  Pickering ; 
Picksley,  Sims  and  Co. ;  £.  H.  Bentall ;  Ashby,  Jeffery,  and 
Luke ;  J.  Warren. 

SECTION  5— CLASS  2— HAND  POWER. 

Quantity  cot  in  5  min. 
E.H.BentaU,  121b8. ;  Ashby,  Jeffrey,  and  Ck).,81bs.;  P. 
and  W.  Hobbs,  Tibs.;  J.  Cornea  and  Co.,  Slbs.;  T.  Sheen, 
4lbs. ;  Hunt  and  Pickering,  71b8. ;  Southwell  and  Co.,  71bs. ; 
Hill  and  Smith ;  T.  AUcock,  Clbs. ;  J.  Warren,  Gibs. ;  E.  Page 
and  Co.,  81bs. ;  Smith  and  Grace,  lllbs. ;  Picksley,  Sims  and 
Co.,  lOlbs. ;  A.  Aldworth,  ISlbs. ;  Richmond  and  Chandler, 
ISlbs. 

SECTION     6 — CLASS     1— OILCAKE     BREAKERS  ~ST£AM     OR 
HAND  POWER. 

Holmes  and  Son,  1  ra.  30  s.  Im.  10  s. ;  Amies,  Barford,  and 
S?»?»  2-20iHMt  and  Pickering,  2.25,  2.35;  Reading  Iron 
Works.  2.33  1.81;  W.  N.  Ni^Solaon,  1.53  1.27;  Woods, 
Cocksedge,  and  Warner,  2.80,  2.66 ;  E.  H.  Bentall,  broke 


down;  E.  R.  and  F.  Turner,  1.16,  1.23;  MelUrd's  Trent 
Foundry,  1.43,  1.32 ;  Picksley,  Sims,  and  Co. ;  Coleman  ud 
Morton.  8.39,  4.6 ;  B.  Maynard,  1.36,  1.65  ;  S.  Corbett  aod 
Son,  1.15,  2.22. 

SECTION  6 — CLASS  2— OILCAKE    BREAKERS— HAND    POVriR- 

Reading  Iron  Works ;  Coleman  and  Morton ;  E.  Page  and 
Co. ;  R.  Willacy ;  Woods,  Cocksedge  and  Warner ;  Hunt  aod 
Pickering ;  Asliby,  Jeffery,  and  Co. ;  Lewis  and  Hoole;  South- 
weU  and  Co.;  S.  Corbett  and  Son;  P.  and  W.  flobbi; 
Picksley,  Sims,  and  Co.;  T.  Corbett;  R.  Hunt;  Haslam  aad 
Clark;  MeUard's  Trent  Foundry;  W.  N.  Nicholson;  E.  R. 
and  F.  Turner ;  £.  H.  Bentall. 

SECTION    7— CLASS  ] — TURNIP  AMP  ROOT  CUTTERS. 

R.  Wallacy,  broke  down;  Hunt  and  Pickering;  Woods, 
Cocksedge,  and  Warner;  Binnie,  Dayer.  and  Co.;  Bonuby 
and  Sons;  T.  Corbett  and  Son;  E.  H.  Bentoll;  Mellard's 
Trent  Foundry;  Lewis  and  Hoole;  H.  and  G.  Kearslr}  ; 
R.  Hunt ;  Carson  and  Toone ;  Southwell  and  Co. 

SECTION  7— CLASS  2— ROOT   PULPERS. 

Lewis  and  Hoole ;  Southwell  and  Co. ;  Ilornsby  and  Sods, 
1.33  1.34;  R.  Hunt,  3.11 ;  Woods,  Cocksedge,  and  Warner. 
3.11;  Mellard's  Trent  Foundry.  3.15  ;  E.  H.  Bentall,  1.40  and 
1.53 ;  T.  Corbett,  1.16  and  57  sec. ;  Picksley,  Sims,  and  Co.,  1.3 
and  50  sec. ;  S.  Corbett  and  Son,  69  see. ;  £.  Page  and  Co., 
3.25 ;  Hunt  and  Pickering,  1.50 ;  R.  MiUard,  3.15. 

SECTION  8— STEAMING  APPARATUS. 

W.  N.  Nicholson ;  Amies,  Barford,  and  Co. ;  V.  Barford. 

Hant  and  Pickering,  of  Leicester,  had  an  improved 
breaker,  price  £3  10s.,  which  had  received  a  prize  from 
the  Society.  It  was  adapted  for  breaking  nine  different 
sizes.  It  took  9^  min.  time  in  breaking  half-a-cni. 
of  cake. 

Southwell  and  Co.,  of  Rugeley,  a  breaker,  price  i3  Ss., 
adjustable  by  a  simple  contrivance  to  break  six  different 
sizes,  mouthpiece  12i  by  2i  in.,  convertible  into  s 
hopper.  Wheels  entirely  covered,  to  prevent  acddent. 
Time  of  working  7  min.  45  sec. 

S.  Corbett  and  Son,  of  Wellington,  a  breaker,  price 
£3  10s.     Made  good  work.    Two  trials  gave  respcctiTcIy 

4  min.  25  sec.  and  4  min.  20  sec. 

T.  Corbett,  of  Shrewsbury,  a  similar  machine,  price 
£3  10s.,  adapted  for  breaking  six  different  sizes.    Time 

5  min.  45  sec. 

E.  R.  and  F.  Turner,  of  Ip8^Ticll,  a  double  action 
breaker,  price  £4  15s.,  for  cutting  for  beasts,  sheep,  aD<l 
lambs.    Time  6  min.  9  sec. 

£.  H.  Bentall,  Maldon,  a  breaker,  price  £3  Zl, 
equally  adapted  for  cutting  several  sizes  of  cake.  Time 
7  min.  50  sec. 

Amies,  Barford,  and  Co.,  an  oilcake  mill,  £3  lOs.  Can 
be  worked  bv  a  strong  lad,  and  will  break  the  hardeit 
cake  into  eight  sizes,  for  sheep  and  beasts.  Time  of 
two  trials  4  min.  48  see.  and  4  min.  56  sec. 

MeUard's  Trent  Foundry,  Rugeley,  an  improved  oil- 
cake breaker,  price  £2  16s.,  fitted  with  eccentric  motion 
to  reguhite  the  distance  between  the  breakers.  Time  4 
min.  35  sec. 

A  few  other  breakers  were  subsequently  put  under  trial. 

The  following  were  the  awards  to  oilcake  breakers 
worked  by  hand-power :  Amies,  Barford,  and  Co.,  £6 ;  Mel- 
lard's  Trent  Foundry,  £4 ;  Corbett  and  Son,  commcDded. 

Among  the  sets  of  horse  gear  tri^  were  four  seta  by 
Reuben  Hunt,  of  Halstead,  ranging  in  price  from  a  pony 
gear  of  £6  10s.  up  to  £16. 

Three  from  the  Reading  Lron  Works,  from  £7  78.  to 
£11,  the  latter  price  being  for  a  patent  safety  gear.  The 
whole  machinery  being  self-contained,  no  aoeident  can 
happen  to  persons  or  machinery.  The  dost  and  wei 
being  excluded,  there  is  no  waste  of  oil  or  grease. 

Three  made  by  Thomas  Baker,  of  Compton,  Newboiy. 
price  from  £12  to  £15  10s. 

Two  sets  of  gear  work,  with  intermediate  motion,  by 
£.  R.  and  F.  Turner,  Ipswich,  £7  7i.  to  £11. 
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Oae  hf  Robert  Boby,  of  Bury  St.  Edmtiiids,  price 
il2  128. 

One  by  Heory  Denton,  of  Wolverhampton,  £12. 

Tvo  by  £.  Cambridge  and  Co.,  of  Bristol,  £11  10«.  to 
£12 10«. 

Two  by  Coleman  and  Morton,  of  Chelmsford,  £11  10s. 
and  £13. 

X  ooe-horse  power  and  a  two-horse  power  gearing,  by 
llnat  and  Pickering,  of  Leicester,  same  price  as  last- 
named. 

Ooe  one-horse  and  one  two-horse  gear,  price  £11  10s. 
aod£16,  by  Richmond  and  Chandler,  Salford. 

A  two-horse  power  gear,  works  of  iron,  by  Brown  and 
Maude,  of  Shrewsbury,  price  £12  10s. 

A  one-horse  and  a  two-horse  gear,  by  Holmes  and 
Sou,  of  Norwich,  price  £9  and  £13. 

One,  price  £11,  made  by  R.  Hunt,  of  Earl's  Colne, 
bat  exhibited  by  Haslam  and  Clark,  of  Henley. 

Seren  sets,  by  Woods,  Cocksed;ce,  and  Warner,  of 
Stovmarket,  from  £8  8s.  np  to  £17  17s. 

Two,  by  Ashby,  Jeffery,  and  Luke,  of  Stamford, 
ill  Us. 

An  improved  hone-power  works,  price  £12,  made  by 
MelUrd's  Trent  Foundry,  Rogeley. 

One-horse  and  two-horse  power  gear,  by  T.  Corbett, 
Skrewibury,  price  £13  10s.  and  £15  10s. 

A  two-horse  gear,  price  £17,  by  Williamson  Brothers, 
of  Kendal. 

A  two-horse  gear,  price  £10  lOs.,  by  John  Weighill, 
of  Pickering. 

A  two-horse  gear,  £14,  and  a  three-horse  gear,  £24,  by 
Dtvia  tad  Son,  of  Hemel  Hempstead. 

We  enamerato  these  principally  to  show  the  variable 
ranj^  of  prices  as  pnt  forth  by  different  makers. 

In  the  trials  of  the  bone-ernshing  mills,  the  Beverley 
Inn  and  Waggon  Company,  with  their  Bury  St.  Ed- 
mood's  first  prize  double  roller  mill,  price  £210,  with  a 
prmare  of  25lb.,  cmshed  in  6  minntes  10  sees.  1  qr. 
^Slbs.  to  dust. 

The  tinsle  roller  mill  of  the  same  firm,  price  £85,  also 
a  prise  mill  of  the  Society,  tnrned  out  in  5  minutes,  3 
V^  olba.  of  i-inch,  3  qrs.  26^1b.  of  i-inch,  and  3  qrs. 
^Iba.  of  rough. 

W.  Crosskill  and  Sons,  of  Beverley,  tried  their  single 
roller  mill,  nrice  £90,  which  delivered  in  5  minntes,  1  qr. 
1811).  dnjt,  1  cwt.  and  261b.  of  (-inch,  and  1  cwt.  1  qr. 

l^ilb.  rough. 

The  Beverley  Company  received  two  prizes  of  £9  and 
^^  respectively,  and  the  other  Beverley  house,  £5. 

nXID  8TBAH-1NOIM18   OF  4-HOB8B   POWER. 

£9  Clayton  and  Shnttleworth. 

^  Blown  and  May. 

£5  Reading  Iron  Works  Company. 

Marshall  and  Co.  highly  commended. 

l^bey  and  Co.,  and  I>avey,  Pazman,  and  Davey  com- 
fflcoded. 

I^e  correct  running  mechanical  times  were  : 

Min.     Sees. 

CUyton  and  Shnttleworth 8        45 

BrownandMay 8  9 

Reeding  Iron  Works  Company 3  1 

MarahiOl  and  Co 2        26 

RsbeyandCo 2        22i 

I'lXIO    EnOINSS  above  4-HOB8B    POWER  AND    MOT 

>«^XSDIXG  10-HOR8B  POWER.— Clay tou  and  Shuttle- 
««Tth  md  Raiding  Iron  Works  Co.,  equal  £11  5b.  each  ; 
Junhall,Sons,  and  Co.,  £7  10s.  Time :  Clayton,  3  min. 
^  aecs. ;  Beading  Iron  Works  Co.,  3  min.  19i  sees. ; 
^^»«>udlaod  Co.,  2  min.  24  sees. 

^  nle  was  that  steam  should  be  got  up ;  and  then, 
^  itoker  being  prorided  with  a  certain  amount  of 


lilangennech  coal,  was  left  to  make  the  most  he  could  of 
his  engine,  which  was  connected  by  a  driving-strop  to  a 
force*  register  or  friction- break,'  beneath  the  shed,  some 
thirty  feet  distant.  Each  engine  had  been  previously 
teAed  np  to  about  double  the  pressure  at  which  it  was 
proposed  to  be  driven,  the  working  pressure  of  steam 
when  on  trial  not  exceeding  501bs.  per  square  inch.  The 
judges,  in  adjudicating  on  the  engine,  in  addition  to  the 
quantity  of  fuel  used  in  maintaining  the  lifting  powers, 
took  into  calculation  the  facility  of  access  to '  the 
working  parts,  the  simplicity  of  construction,  probable 
durability,  and  prime  cost.  By  this  means,  the  most 
complete  decision  was  arrived  at  in  the  interest  of  the 
purchaters  of  these  expensive  pieces  of  machinery. 

For  the  class  of  mills  with  metal  grinders,  for  grinding 
agricultural  produce  for  feeding  put  poses  by  hand  power, 
iie  £10  prize  was  withheld  by  the  judges. 

In  the  class  of  root-pulpers  Picksley,  Sims,  and  Co., 
of  Leigh,  were  highly  commended  for  their  polper  worked 
by  steam-power ;  anc*  T.  Corbett,  of  Shrewsbury,  and  S. 
Oorbett  and  Sons,  of  Wellington,  commended  for  their 
hand-power  pnlpers. 

Steaming  apparatus  for  preparing  food  for  stock : 
Amies,  Barford,  and  Co.,  £12  for  their  portable  apparatus 
for  farm  use,  price  £26  10s.,  and  £8  prize  for  a  similar 
apparatus,  but  with  smaller  pans,  price  £28  10s. ;  it  will 
steam  Inferior  hay  at  8d.  per  ton,  and  potatoes  at  6d. 
per  ton. 

For  chums  worked  by  hand-power,  £4,  to  Robert 
Tinkler,  of  Penrith,  for  a  churn  price  £4  15s — will 
make  lib.  to  SOlbs.  butter. 

£3  10s.  to  George  Hathaway,  of  Chippenham,  for  a 
barrel  chum  with  newly  invented  stoppers  and  improved 
beaters ;  sold  at  £6. 

£2  10s.  to  Thomas  Bradford  and  Co.,  London,  for  a 
mid-feather  churn ;  to  make  up  to  251bs. 

The  hexagon  8  gallons  eccentric  chum  of  Thomas  and 
Taylor,  of  Salford,  to  make  from  21bs.  to  24lbs.  of  butter, 
price  £3  10s.,  was  highly  commended  as  handy  for  very 
small  farms. 

Chums  worked  by  any  other  power :  £4  10s.  to  Robt. 
Tinkler,  for  a  churn  for  large  dairies,  price  £6  6s.,  which 
will  make  from  61bs.  to  120lbs.  of  butter. 

£3  to  Robinson  and  Richardson,  of  Kendal,  for  a 
chum,  price  £6  15s.,  capable  of  making  np  to  SOlbs.  of 
butter. 

£2  10s.  to  Thomas  Bradford  and  Co.,  of  London,  for 
a  chum,  price  £8  10s.,  fitted  for  steam,  horse,  or  water- 
power,  and  to  churn  up  to  1  cwt. 

In  the  class  of  cheese  tubs  the  judges  withheld  £7  of 
the  amount  offisred. 

In  the  class  of  guano-breakers  the  prize  of  £20  was 
withheld  for  want  of  merit. 

Flax-breaking  machines:  John  £.  Hodgkin,  West 
Derby,  £6  for  a  flax-breaker,  for  steam  or  horse-power, 
and  £4  for  a  machine  for  hand-power. 

Draining  tile  machinery  :  £8  to  J.  D.  Pinfold,  of  Rugby, 
for  his  improved  power  machine,  which  received  the 
Society's  prize  at  Leicester.  It  will  make  10,000  bricks, 
or  15,000  draining  pipes  a  day. 

£7  to  J.  WhitehMd,  of  Preston,  for  his  hand  machine. 

Edward  Page  and  Co.,  of  Bedford,  commended  for 
their  double  end  machine,  suited  for  steam-power.  One 
of  the  ten  silver  medals  to  be  awarded  was  withheld  by 
the  judges. 

The  following  are  the  judges*  awards  for  the  horse 
gear: 

Class  1. —One-horse  gear.  Woods,  Cocksedge,  and 
Warner,  Stowmarket,  fint  prize,  £5 ;  Richmond  and 
Chandler,  Salford,  seeond,  £2  10s.;  Reoben  Hunt,  Hal- 
stead,  third,  £2  10s.    Hunt  and  Pickering,  Leicester, 
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highly  commended.  Coleman  and  Morton,  Chelmsford, 
Thomu  Corbett,  Shiewsbniy,  and  the  Reading  Iron 
Works,  commended. 

Class  2.— Two*horse  gear,  Woods,  Cocksedge,  and 
Warner,  first  prize,  £5 ;  £.  R.  and  F.  Torner,  Ipswich, 
second,  £2  10s. ;  Richmond  and  Chandler,  third,  £2  10s. 
Reuben  Hnnt,  Mdlard's  Trent  Fonndrr,  Rngeley,  ud 
Coleman  and  Morton,  highly  commended.  Woods  and 
Cocksedge,  T.  Corbett,  and  Williamson  Brothers,  Kendal, 
commended. 

We  now  proceed  to  give  some  notice  of  the  principal 
exhibitors  in  the  implement  yard,  although  this  most 
necessarily  be  restricted,  for  space  would  ful  us  to  give 
anything  like  even  an  enumeration  of  the  number  of 
stands.  Every  year  adds  to  the  magnitude  of  the  show 
yard,  and  unfortunately  the  integrity  and  speciality  of  the 
purely  agricultural  element  of  the  implement  yard  are  more 
and  more  departed  from,  rendering  it  too  much  of  a 
huge  bazaar  filled  with  heterogeneous  miscellaneous  articles 
wMch  have  little  or  no  connection  with  the  Canning  interest. 
This  extension  of  the  outside  element  tends  to  swamp 
the  true  agricultural  implement  makers,  who  devote 
enormous  expense  to  a  due  representation  at  the  Society's 
meeting,  and  whose  objects  are  in  one  direction  the 
main  interest  and  support  of  the  show. 

Murray  and  Co.,  of  Banflf,  exhibit  some  good 
double-furrow  ploughs,  which  have  been  suoccmful 
this  year  in  competitive  trials  in  Scotland:  several  of 
these  embody  new  improvements,  and  one,  a  combined 
double-furrow  plough  and  subsoiler,  received  high  com- 
mendation from  the  judges.  The  front  plough  can  be 
removed  and  a  subsoil  body  attached,  which  stirs  up  the 
bottom  of  the  previously  cut  furrow  5  to  8  inches  deep, 
and  the  back  plough  following  turns  the  next  furrow  on  to 
it ;  thus  all  treading  upon  the  newly-loosened  subsoil  is 
avoided,  leaving  the  bottom  free  to  drain  oflf  the  sur£sce 
water  and  to  be  operated  upon  by  the  frost  and  air.  They 
also  show  a  new  land  roller,  jointed  so  as  to  follow  the 
iuequalitiea  of  the  land. 

Hornsby  and  Sons,  of  Grantham,  have  a  varied 
collection  of  implements,  indndiug  turnip  cntters 
and  root  pulpers,  thrashing  machines,  steam  engines, 
ploughs,  drills,  mowers,  and  reapers.  Their 
patent  Governor  self-raking  reaper  attracted  much  at- 
tention among  practical  men,  by  the  simplicity  and 
efiGicacy  of  the  foot-board,  by  which  the  driver  can 
throw  the  machine  m  and  out  of  gear.  The  knife  being 
held  down  by  a  slide-box  prevents  its  being  broken  by  the 
high  speed  at  which  it  runs.  The  Progress  reaper  of  this 
firm  is  the  same  in  principle,  but  with  a  difierent 
raking  apparatus.  It  is  light  and  compact,  with 
great  strength,  and  took  less  draught  than  any  machine 
tested  at  Manchester.  Their  Paragon  mower,  which  took 
the  first  prize  at  Manchester,  is  different  in  arrangement 
to  any  existing  machine.  The  joint  of  the  finger  bar  being 
made  to  act  direct  upon  the  crank  in  travelling  over  in- 
equalities of  land,  no  friction  takes  place.  It  will  work 
when  tumed-up  for  travelling,  and  crop  at  the  side  of  a 
hedge.  It  gained  the  first  prize  in  comnetitiou  recently 
in  France.  The  Manchester  mower  is  lighter  in  construc- 
tion than  the  Paragon.  It  is  peculiarly  adapted  for 
cutting  difficult  crops  on  uneven  as  well  as  level  land. 
The  gearing  being  placed  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
machine,  gives  greater  fiuiilities  for  throwing  it  in  and  out 
of  gear.  The  Premier  reaper,  which  gained  the  fint 
prize  at  Manchester,  is  used  eitiier  for  one  or  two  horses, 
with  attachment  for  delivering  side  sheaf,  side  swathe,  or 
back  sheaf,  and  is  very  light  in  draught.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  this  firm  has  carried  off  the  highest  awards 
for  turnip  and  root  cntten  and  pulpera.  Their  cutter  is  dif- 
ferent in  the  arrangement  of  the  Imives  to  any  other  made, 


eveiT  knife  being  set  in  sneh  a  position  thai  no  we^giog 
of  the  roots  is  possible,  no  two  knives  being  set  opposite 
to  the  other.  The  whole  of  the  knives  on  one  side  nxf 
be  removed  bodilv  by  taking  out  three  bolts.  As  every 
knife  can  be  readily  got  at,  a  new  one  can  be  put  in  if 
required  by  the  most  simple  form  labourer.  The  number 
of  teeth  round  the  outside  of  the  disc  prevents  the  lait 
piece  from  dropping  through,  and  it  is  brou^t  up  sgiin 
into  the  hopper  where  the  other  roots  press  it  fonrerd 
through  the  Knives,  as  there  is  no  other  exit.  InthoK 
root  pulpers  which  carried  off  the  firat  prize  for  stesm 
power  pulpera  and  the  only  prize  for  hand  pulpers,  esch 
steel,  diamond-pointed  knife  is  fastened  separately  with  so 
iron  wedge,  and  the  hopper  holds  the  roots  in  position  for 
being  cut.  The  oscillating  cleans  the  cutten  and  renders 
the  machine  simple  and  easy  to  work.  Their  adjustable 
com  screen,  with  efficient  blower  and  improved  dresung 
apparatus,  was  highly  commended  by  the  judges.  It  is 
somewhat  similar  to  that  which  obtained  the  Society*! 
prize  at  the  Bury  meeting.  A  fine  riddle  may  be  aied 
for  peas  and  such  like.  The  screen  is  capable  of 
opening  and  closing  to  suit  various  sizes  of  cora.  The 
difficulty  hitherto  in  making  a  combined  blower  and 
dressing  machine  has  been  that  the  hopper  required  the 
whole  breadth  of  the  machine  to  distribute  the  cora  well 
in  front  of  the  blast,  necessitating  in  many  cases  a  change 
of  hopper ;  here  it  is  simply  done  by  removing  the  plate  and 
bringing  it  inside  the  riddle  case.  Com  and  seed  drillS) 
ploughs,  &c.,  and  many  other  useful  machines  and  irnpk* 
ments  are  also  shown  on  their  stand. 

On  J.  Fowler  and  Co's.  stand  we  hare  3, 
4,  6,  6,  and  8-furrow  balance  ploughs,  sabuil 
cultivaton,  and  turning  cultivaton,  with  5,  9,  or 
11  tines,  as  may  be  required.  The  12  and  14-horK 
engines,  and  the  cultivaton  they  draw,  are  coming  into 
somewhat  extensive  use  at  home  and  abroad.  Two 
of  these,  msde  for  the  Khedive  of  Egypt  are  shown, 
whilst  there  are  two  of  80  nominal  horse-power,  but 
capable  of  working  up  to  a  pressure  of  100  or  120  pounds, 
which  would  give  them  a  power  of  between  70  and  80 
horses  each.  These  monster  engines  have  been  msde  for 
Mr.  R.  Campbell,  of  Buscot  Park,  near  Esringdon,  who 
has  had  a  similar  pair  in  use  for  nearly  twelve  months. 
They  are  intended  to  prepare  land  to  the  depth  of  three 
feet  for  the  growth  of  sugar-beet,  of  which  Mr.  Campbell 
has  about  2,000  acres  under  culture.  The  cost  of  these 
engines,  with  a  complete  set  of  cultivaton  and  apparatiu, 
is  nearly  £2,500.  We  also  noticed  several  of  Pirie's 
double-furrow  ploughs,  besides  a  couple  of  8-horte 
power  traction  engines.  This  double-fhnrow  plough, 
which  was  considered  a  remarkable  novelty  at  Leiceeter 
two  yean  ago,  has  been  outstripped  since.  It  i< 
carried  on  three  wheels,  which  work  in  a  diagonal 
position,  and  draw  towards  the  soil  to  be  cut  and 
turned  while  at  the  headlands.  The  shares  are  railed 
clear  of  the  ground  by  the  application  of  a  lever. 

Thomson,  of  Edinburgh,  shows  a  kind  of  omnibos 
road  steam  engine,  which  was  highly  conunended 
by  the  judges.  It  is  completely  under  the  control 
of  the  driver,  and,  likeAveiing  and  Porter's  enginei, 
will  turn  within  a  circle  of  a  few  feet  in  diameter. 
Its  chief  novelty, -however,  consists  in  the  tire  of  «^ 
wheel  having  around  it  a  band  of  indiarabber.  Thia  band 
varies  from  4  to  6  or  more  inches  in  thickneia,  socordmg 
to  the  weight  of  the  engine,  and  it  is  shod  with  flat  ban 
of  iron  an  inch  or  so  thick  and  about  three  ^^?J^ 
width.  By  this  arrangement  a  large  grip  is  obtained  fironi 
the  rubber  yielding  to  the  weight  of  the  engine,  snd  being 
formed  into  a  flat  sur£soe  of  some  length  on  the  road, 
whUe  the  shoe  protects  the  rubber  from  being  cut  by 
stones.    The  "shoe,"  in  the  fonn  of  these  lilt  leDg^<^< 
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boa  tttr,  18  )kM  together  hj  an  endless  chain  being 
ktened  to  the  ends  of  the  bar  on  each  side  of  the  tire. 
Aa  8-hone  power  road  steamer,  weighing  six  tons,  draw- 
ing s  load  of  18  tons,  will  consume  481bs.  of  coal  per  mile 
QD  good  level  roads ;  on  very  hilly  roads  the  consumption 
may  riie  to  961bs.  per  mile. 

Raoaomes,  Sims,  and  Head,  of  Ipswich,  occnpy  a  very 
Urge  apace  with  samples  of  all  the  varied  implements  and 
eagiaea  for  which  their  firm  is  so  well  known.  Among 
thoe  is  Jeffery's  double-forrow  plough,  fitted  with  an  ap- 
pantoa  for  taking  the  plough  out  of  work,  and  turning 
it  easily  at  the  headlands ;  the  depth  can  be  regdated 
aa  it  proceeds.  Then  they  have  another  double-furrow 
plough,  which  appears  to  be  the  only  two-wheel  plough 
that  carries  the  weight  in  the  centre  of  the  implement. 
It  ia  adapted  to  plough  from  3  to  7  inches  deep,  and  can 
be  readily  adjusted  to  take  two  furrows,  each  from  8i  to 
10  inches  wide.  It  can  do  deep  work,  angular  work,  or 
match  work.  There  are  also  shown  ploughs,  fitted  with 
Woofe's  patent  disc  cutter  for  pulverising  the  soil,  and 
patent  preaaer  for  preventing  the  hollowness  common  to 
ill  rectangular  furrows,  Thu  takes  no  more  power  than 
an  oridinaiy  plough.  Then  there  are  speciid  ploughs, 
toited  for  use  in  Cheshire  and  Lancashire,  and  for  the 
Eastern  Counties;  turn-wrest  ploughs  for  hill-side  plough- 
ing or  for  level  land ;  horse-rakes,  harrows,  haymakers, 
the  latter  double-speeded,  fitted  with  a  fast  backward, 
ioatead  of  the  usual  overhead  motion,  for  scattering,  and 
a  slow  backward  motion  for  turning  the  hay.  These, 
with  com  screens,  thrashiog-machines,  and  a  host  of  lawn- 
mowers,  for  hand-ase  or  for  horse-power,  ranging  from 
8  inches  wide  to  three  feet,  constituted  the  principal 
articles.  We  must  not  omit  to  mention,  however,  that 
tlicj  alio  show  a  three-fnrrow  plough,  to  supply  the 
kmtxii  if  such  ponderous  implements  are  likely  to  come 
intoQse. 

Pickaley,  Sims,  and  Co.  (Limited),  of  Leigh,  a 
firm  which  haa  come  out  so  successfoUy  in  aU  the 
competition  trials  for  which  its  machines  were  en- 
tered, had  on  ita  stand  a  large  and  varied  display  of  corn 
and  linaeed  crushers,  chaff-cutters,  cake-breakers,  tumip- 
^ra  and  pulpers,  horse-rakes,  combined  mowers  and 
reapen,  and  other  useful  articles.  Their  strong 
itandaid  combined  mower  and  reaper  has  a  patent 
iliding  double-gear  arrangement,  which  allows  of  the 
finger-bsr  and  knives  being  projected  6  inches  ont- 
varda  clear  of  the  frame-work  in  reaping,  without  re- 
moving the  pole.  By  the  removal  of  a  single  bolt  the 
speed  is  altered  to  fisst  for  mowing  and  slow  for  reaping. 
In  the  msnufactnre  of  chaff-cutters  they  rank,  perhaps, 
oext  to  Bentall's  in  the  quantity  turned  out,  and  are  also 
well  known  for  their  root-pulpers,  cutters,  and  miUs, 
noging  from  aU  prices. 

J.  and  F.  Howard,  of  Bedford,  maintain  their  high  re- 
potation  by  the  implements  shown  on  this  occasion. 
They  exhibit  their  steam  cultivation  machinery.  In  one 
Kt  the  engine  is  fitted  with  a  steam  force-pump,  available 
ia  case  of  fire  or  for  irrigation.  Steam  harrows,  sub- 
>5^i  and  driUs  are  also  among  their  implements,  be- 
adea  innumerable  ploughs,  from  the  most  cheap  and 
Hfflpletothe  most  effective  and  complete  forms.  And 
there  ia  also  their  three-furrow  plough,  which,  it  is  said, 
can  be  worked  by  three  horses  on  Ught  land.  A  seat  is 
provided  for  the  ploughman,  and  a  steerage  lever,  which 
enables  him  readQy  to  guide  the  implement.  The  self- 
Kting  horse-rake,  which  received  a  sUver  medal  from  the 
jodgea  here,  has  been  designed  to  meet  the  demand  for  a 
Mlf-rdieving  rake,  in  order  to  reduce  the  manual  labour 
required  to  raise  the  teeth,  and  relieve  the  rake  of  its  load. 

The  advantages  of  the  Howard  safety-boiler,  of  which 
there  are  about  8,000  already  in  use  in  England,  are 


stated  to  be  the  freedom  of  risk  from  eiplosion,  economy 
of  fuel,  perfect  circulation  of  the  water,  ready  means  of 
removing  sediment,  simplicity  of  parts,  economy  of  space, 
and  facility  in  transport  and  setting.  It  can  work  up  to 
140  Or  150  lbs.  pressure. 

Tuxford  and  Sons,  of  Boston,  have  nine  steam-engines 
on  the  ground,  including  horizontal,  portable,  steeple,  and 
traction  engines.  The  steeple  engines  are  of  great 
durability,  and  calculated  to  stand  the  roughest  work, 
either  in  the  yard  or  the  field.  They  also  show  several 
combined  thrashing  machines,  straw  elevators,  and  speci- 
mens of  Appold's  centrifugal  pumps,  adapted  to  discharge 
from  150  to  1,400  gallons  per  minute. 

The  Reading  Iron  Works  (Limited)  have  an  extensive 
show,  comprising  a  large  amount  of  heavy  machinery. 
Their  four-horse  and  eight-horse  fixed  engines  we  have 
ahready  spoken  of  in  the  competition  trials.  Horse-gear, 
thraslung  machines,  crushing  mills,  &c.,  are  some  of  the 
specialities  of  this  company.  In  the  lock-lever  horse- 
rake  a  great  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  fasteuiog 
of  the  teeth,  which  are  adjusted  to  rise  and  fall  according 
to  the  inequalities  of  the  ground.  In  a  cheap  barley 
hummder  for  hand  power,  which  received  the  first  prize 
at  Worcester,  the  grain  passes  through  a  cylinder,  with 
a  wire  screen  at  the  bottom,  in  which  revolves  a  spindle 
fitted  with  steel  bhides. 

Woods,  Cocksedge,  and  Warner,  of  Stowmarket,  show  a 
large  variety  of  machines  and  implements.  Their  horse 
gear  carried  off  the  first  prize  in  both  chisses  for  one  and 
two-horse  gear ;  some  of  those  exhibited  are  adapted  for 
working  machines  requiriuic  either  fast  or  slow  speed ; 
others  for  a  pony  to  work  a  small  chaff-cotter,  mill,  or 
for  pumping,  while  some  are  mounted  on  travelling 
wheds  to  move  about  from  farm  to  farm,  and  suitable  for 
working  elevators  in  harvest  time.  TMs  firm  also  sup- 
plies nulls,  pulpers,  root-cutters,  carts,  and  other  farm 
necessaries. 

Amies,  Barford,  and  Co.,  of  Peterborough,  competed 
with  a  number  of  their  corn-grinding  nulls,  and  took 
the  first  prize  in  the  class  of  mills  with  metal  grinders  ; 
also  a  first  prize  for  their  oilcake  breakers ;  two  for  their 
steaming  apparatus,  two  silver  medals,  and  one  high 
commendation  in  the  miscellaneous  articles.  They  had 
on  their  stand  a  large  number  of  clod  crushers,  ]and 
preasers,  garden  rollers,  and  water-ballast  roUers,  up  to 
three  tons  in  weight  when  full.  Some  improved  fiour* 
dressing  machines  were  also  shown. 

Ashby,  Jefferys,  and  Luke,  of  Stamford,  exhibited 
many  varieties  of  haymakers,  suitable  for  small  occupa- 
tions and  for  light  or  heavy  crops ;  chaff  cutters,  sets  of 
horse  gear,  cake  breakers,  horse  rakes,  and  portable  steam 
eugines. 

The  Bristol  Waggon  Works  Company  (Limited)  had  on 
the  ground  a  most  extensive  collection  of  agricultural 
carts  and  &rm  waggons,  ranging  from  various  prices. 
Among  them  was  one  fitted  with  Capt.  Stephens'  patent 
endless  rails,  for  soft  and  marshy  land,  preventing  the 
wheels  sinking  and  making  ruts.  Drills,  sheep  racks, 
horse  rakes,  winnowers,  and  other  useful  articles  com- 
pleted their  show. 

E.  H.  Bental^  of  Maldon  :  The  reputation  of  thia 
maker  has  been  long  maintained  for  the  utility  and  effec- 
tiveness  of  his  crushers,  chaffcutters,  cakebreaJcers,  turnip 
cutters  and  pulpers,  and  his  stand  contained  an  extensive 
assortment  of  machines  of  his  make. 

The  stand  of  E.  Cambridge  and  Co.,  of  Bristol,  was 
principally  noticeable  for  it  roUera  and  clod-crushers, 
chain-harrows,  some  portable  engines  and  horse-gear. 

Reuben  Hunt,  of  Halstead,  had  some  useful  horse  gear, 
oilcake  breakers,  root-cutters,  and  pulpers,  and  we  es- 
pecially noticed  an  improved  clover  and  trefoil  seed  draw- 
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iog  machine,  which  will  thrash  and  dress  Ihesc  with  the 
same  barrel  in  a  very  effective  mauaer,  removing  the 
horny  husk  of  trefoil,  and  the  leathery  pods  of  clover. 

R.  Roby,  of  Bary,  excels  principally  in  screens,  al- 
thoaich  some  haymakers  and  drills  were  shown.  A 
small  chaff  screen,  for  nsc  in  a  corn-merchant's  ofRce,  at- 
tracted attention,  by  which  may  be  readily  ascertained 
what  the  samples  will  be  when  screened. 

John  Baker,  of  Wisbeach,  exhibited  a  dozen  varieties  of 
his  dressing  and  screening  machines  for  cleaning  and 
separating  all  kinds  of  grain  and  seeds  for  market. 

The  Beverley  Iron  and  Wagon  Company  (Limited) 
bad  a  very  fine  display  of  implements,  among  which 
were  compound  action  grinding  miHi*  bone  mills, 
turnip  cutters,  prize  carts  and  cart  wheels,  prize  rollers 
and  clod  crniiiers,  and  portable  farm  and  lailway  tracks. 
The  one-horse  reaping  machine,  with  patent  screw 
manual  sheaf  delivery,  which  was  first  shown  at  the 
Smithfield  Show,  received  high  commendation  on  this  oc- 
casion from  the  implement  judges.  It  has  the  advantage 
of  a  change  wheel  which  the  revolving  machine  has  not. 
It  is  remarkably  light  and  simple,  and  fitted  with 
Norfolk's  patent  self-acting  tipping  platform  to  suit 
various  crops,  reduces  labour,  and  ensures  uniform 
sheaves. 

Honorary  Director  or  the  Suow  asj)  Oeheral 
Arranoemeivts  * 
Mr.  B.  T.  Brandreth  Gibbs,  Half-moon  Street,  Piccadilly, 
London. 
Stewards  or  iMPLEitERTs: 
Sir  A.  K.  Macdonald,  Bart.,  Woolmer  Lodge,  Liphook,  Hamp- 
shire. 
Lieat.-Col.  Wilson,  Stowhiogtoft  Hall,  Boiy  St.  Edmunds. 
Mr.  Chandos  Wren  Hoskyns,  M.P.,  Harewood,  Boss. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Edmonds  (Steward   Elect),   Southrop   House, 
Lechlade. 

Judges  of  Implemsitts. 
ifixed  Steam  Engines,  Horse  Gears,  and  Steaming  Apparatus : 

F.  J.  Bramwell,  C.E.,  87,  Great  Qeonra-itreet,  London. 
£.  A  Cowper,  C.E.,  6,  Great  George  Street,  London. 

Mills,  Crushers,  and  Coprolite  Mills : 

H.  Caldwdl,  Monkton  Farleigh,  Bradford-on-Avon. 

H.  Stephenson,  Throckley  House,  Newcastle-on-^ne. 

John  Ogilvie,  Mardon,  Coldstream,  N.B. 
Chaff-cutters,  Oilcake-breakers,  Tamip-cntters,  and  Guano- 
breakers  : 

John  Hemsley,  Shelton,  Newark. 

Matthew  Savidge,  Sarsden  Lodm  Farm,  Chipping  Norton. 

Henry  Cantreli,  Baylis  Court,  Slough. 
Bone  Mills,  FUx-breakine  Machines,  Tile  Machinery : 

John  Thompson,  Badminton,  Chippenham. 

J.  W.  Kimbei,  Tnbney  Warren,  Abingdon. 

G.  M.  Hipwell,  Elmore  Lodge,  Sutton,  Surrey. 
Dairy  Implements : 

J.  K.  Fowler,  Prebendal  Farm,  Aylesbury. 
George  Jackson,  Tattenhall  Hall,  Chester. 
Gilbert  Murrav,  Elveston,  Derby. 
Draining  Tools  and  Miscellaneous  Awards : 
F.  Sherbom,  Bedfont,  Middlesex. 
John  Hicken,  Dnnchnrch,  Rugby. 
John  Wheatley,  Neswick,  Driffield. 

p  RizES  *for"Tmplements. 

FIXED   STEAM   ENGINES. 

Four-horse  power,  with  boiler  combined. — ^First  prize,  l;9, 
Clayton  and  Shuttleworth ;  second,  £6,  Brown  and 
May;  third,  £5,  Heading  Iron  Works  Company. 
Highly  commended :  Marshall  Sons,  and  Co.  Com- 
mended :  Robey  and  Co.,  and  Davey,  Paxman,  and 
Davey. 

Above  four-horse  power  and  not  exceeding  ten-horse 
power,  to  be  worW  by  an  independent  boiler. — Clay- 
ton and  Shuttleworth  and  Reading  Iron  Works  Com- 
pany (equal),  prize  of  £11  os.  each;  third,  £7  10s., 
Marshall,  Sons,  and  Co. 


nORSE   GFARS. 

Gears  for  one  horse. — First  prize,  £5,  Woods,  Cock^cdgc, 
and  Warner,  Stow  market ;  second,  £2  lOs.,  Richmood 
and  Chandler,  Salford;  third,  £2  lOs.,  Reuben  Hunt. 
Ilalstead.  Highly  commended  :  Hunt  and  Pickfring, 
liCicester.  Commended  :  Coleman  &  Morton,  Chelms- 
ford ;  T.  Corbett,  Shrewsbury  ;  and  the  Reading  Iroo 
Works. 

Gears  for  two  horses. — First  prize,  £3,  Woods,  Cocksedg? , 
and  Warner;  second,  £2  10s.,  £.  R.  and  F.  Tamtr, 
Ipswich;  third,  £2  10s.,  Richmond  and  Chandler. 
Highly  commended :  Reuben  Hunt,  Mcllard's  Trent 
Foundfy,  and  Coleman  and  Morton.  Commended: 
Woods  and  Cocksedgc,  T.  Corbetf,  and  WilliamsoD 
Brothers,  Kendal. 

sniLs. 

Mills,  with  stone  grinders,  for  grinding  agricultural  pro- 
duce into  meal,  by  steam  or  horse  power.— First  prize, 
£8,  J.  Weighell,  of  Pickering;  second,  £7.  £.  R.  and 
F.  Turner,  of  Ipswich ;  third,  £6,  Marshall,  Sons,  and 
Co.,  of  Gainsborough.  Commended :  Reading  Iron 
Works  Company,  and  Smith  and  Grace,  of  Thrapston. 

Mills  with  metal  grinders,  for  grinding  agricnltunl  pro- 
duce for  feeding  purposes,  by  steam  or  horse  power.— 
First  prize,  £8,  to  Amies,  Barford,  and  Co.,  Peterbo- 
rough; second,  £7,  T.  Corbett,  of  Shrewsbury;  third, 
£5,  £.  and  H.  Roberts,  of  Deanshanger. 

Mills  with  metal  grinders,  for  grinding  agricultoral  pro- 
duce for  feeding  purposes,  by  hand  power. — Thejodgw 
did  not  recommend  any  atyaj^  ia  this  dass. 

CRUSHERS. 

Com  crushers  by  steam  or  horse  power. — First  prize,  16, 

Ransomes,  Sims,  and  Head,  of  Ipswich ;  second,  i5,  £. 

H.  Bentall,  of  Maldon;  third,  £4,  Woods,  Cocksedgc, 

and  Warner,  of  Stowmarket.    Commended ;  £.  R.  and 

F.  Turner,  of  Ipswich. 
Com  crushers  by  hand  power. — First  prize,  £6,  E.  H. 

Bentall,  of  Maldon;  second,  £4,  Woods,  Cocbedge, 

and  Warner,  of  Stowmarket. 
Linseed  crushers  by  steam  or  horse  power.— Prize  of  io, 

E.  R.  and  F.  Tumer,  Ipswich. 
Linseed  crushers  by  hand  power. — First  prize,  16,  £•  ^^ 

and  F.  Turner,  Ipswich  ;  second,  £4,  Woods,  Cockx^ 

and  Warner. 

CHArr-CUTTKRS. 

Chaff  cutters  to  be  worked  by  steam  or  horse  povcr/^ 
First  prize,  £10,  Richmond  and  Chandler,  Salford; 
£5,  Picksley,  Sims,  and  Co.,  Leigh;  £6.  E.  H.Bca- 
tall,  Maldon  (bracketed  equal).  Highly  commended: 
Carson  and  Toone,  Warminster.  Commended:  J. 
Comes  and  Co.,  Nantwich;  T.  AUcock,  RatcUffe-on- 
Trent. 

Chaff  cutters  to'^be  worked  by  hand  power.— Pint  prw. 
£6,  Richmond  and  Chandler,  Salford;  second,  H 
Picksley,  Sims,  and  Co.,  Leigh.  Highly  commended : 
Smith  and  Grace,  Thrapston  ;  E.  H.  BentaU,  Maldon. 

OILCAKE   BREAKERS. 

Oilcake  breakers,  for  large  and  small  cake,  to  be  worked 
by  steam  or  horse  power. — First  prize,  £6,  Amies, 
Barford  and  Co.,  Peterborough ;  second,  £6,  E.  R.  and 
F.Turner,  Ipswich;  third,  £4,  Hunt  and  Pickenog, 
Leicester.  .  , 

Oilcake  breakei-a,  for  kige  and  small  cake,  to  be  worW 
by  hand  power.— First  prize,  £6,  Amies,  Barford,  an« 
Co.;  second,  £4,  Mellard's  Trent  Fonndiy.  Con- 
mended  :  S.  Corbett  and  Son. 

TURNIP  CUTTERS.  . 

Turnip  and  root  cutters.— First  prize,  £7,  R*  jf^Jf^l^ 
and  Sons;  £4,  Hunt  and  Pickering;  £4,  B.  Haw 
(bracketed  equal). 
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Boot  palpen.— First  prize,  £7,  R.  Hornsby  and  Sons 
(for  8t«am  or  horse  power)  ;  second,  £4,  Pickslej, 
Simi,  and  Co.  (for  steam  or  horse  power) ;  third,  £4, 
R.  Honuby  and  Sons  (for  hand  power).  Highly  com- 
mended :  Picksley,  Sims,  and  Co.  (for  hand  power). 
Commended :  T.  Corbett  (for  steam  power)  ;  S.  Cor* 
bett  and  Son  (for  hand  power). 

STEAlfINO  APPABATUS. 

Steaming  apparataa  for  the  preparation  of  food  for  stock. 
—First  prize,  £12,  and  second  prize,  £8,  Amies,  Bar- 
ford  and  Co. 

DAI&T   IMPLEMENTS. 

CbttiDs  worked  by  hand  power. — First  prize,  £4,  R. 

Tinkler;    second,  £3  10s.,  G.  Hathaway;  third,  £2 

lOi.,    T.  Bradford  and  Co.      Highly  commended  : 

Thomas  and  Taylor.    Commended  :  Richardson  and 

Robertson,  and  W.  Waide. 
Ckoms  worked  by  any  other  power. — First  prize,  £4  10s., 

B.  Tinkler ;  second,  £8, .  Robertson  and  Richardson ; 

third,  £2  10s.,  T.  Bradford  and  Co. 
Cheese  tubs.— Prize,  £8,  Mellard's  Trent  Foundry.    The 

jodges  withheld  the  balance  of  the  amount  offered  for 

thb  class. 
Cheese  presses. — Fir»t  prize,  £4  lOs.,  Southwell  and  Co., 

Rogeley ;  second,  £8,  Mellard's  Trent  Foundry,  Ruge- 

ky;  third,  £2  IDs.,  J.  Comes  and  Co.,  Nantwioh. 
Card  drainer,  &c. — Prize,  £2  10s.,  J.  Cornes  and  Co. 
Card  mills.— Prize,  £2  10s.,  Southwell  aud  Co., 
Chcew-tnmer  and  general  collection  of  cheese-making 

apparatna. — Prize,  £2  10s.,  Carson  and  Toone, 
CieDeral    eoUection    of    utensils   for  butter  making.^- 

Priie,  £2  10s.,  AUway  and  Son. 

BO>'E   MILLS. 

Bone  mills  to  be  worked  by  steam  or  other  power. — First 
prize,  £9,  the  BeTerley  Iron  and  Waggon  Company ; 
seeond,  £6,  tlie  Beverley  Iron  and  Waggon  Company ; 
third,  £5,  W.  Crosskill  and  Sons. 

OUANO   BEEAKEBS. 

Gusoo  breakers,  worked  by  hand  power. — The  prize  was 
vilhheld  for  want  of  merit. 

COPROLITB   MILLS. 

Pritt  of  £10,  E.  R.  smd  P.  Turner,  Ipswich. 

PLAX  BKEAKINO  MACHINES. 

Krtt  prize,  £6,  J.  E.  Hodgkin  (for  steam  or  horse  power) ; 
eeeond,  £4,  J.  E.  Hodgkin  (for  hand  power). 

TILE   MACHINEBT. 

Msehines  for  the  manufacture  of  draining  tiles.— First 
prize,  £8,  J.  D.  Pinfold  (for  steam  or  hone  power) ; 
second,  £7,  J.  Whitehead  (for  hand  power).  Com- 
mended :  £.  Page  and  Co.  (for  hand  power). 

DSAINIXa  TOOLS. 

Pint  prize,  £6,  Hunt  and  Pickering,  Leicester ;  second, 
£4,  Clarke  and  Son,  Braokley.  Highly  commended: 
P.  Pkrkes  and  Co. 

MISCELLANEOUS  AWARDS. 

SILVER  MEDALS. 

Amies,  Barford,  and  Co.,  of  Peterborough,  for  a  portable 

metal  com  grinding  mill  with  dressing  apparatus. 
Anics,  Barford,  and  Co.,  of  Peterborough,  for  Campains' 

psteot  anchors  for  steam  cultivation. 
W.  Barton,  of  Boston,  for  a  cottagera'  patent  cooking 

stove,  invented  and  made  by  Richards,  of  Wincanton. 
J.  and  F.  Howard,  of  Bedford,  for  patent  self-acting 

appliance  to  horse  rake. 
Ciilbert  Murray,  of  Elvaston  Caatlc,  Derby,  for  model  set 

of  plant  for  eheese-making  on  the  American  factory 

lyttem. 


H.  Pooley  and  Son,  ot  Liverpool,  for  patent  automatic 
grain  scale,  simplified  from  that  exhibited  at  Man- 
chester last  year. 

Robey  and  Co.,  of  Lincoln,  for  patent  self-feeding  appa- 
ratus for  thrashing  machine,  designed  to  prevent  acci- 
dents and  save  manual  labour. 

J.  and  B.  Sainty,  of  Wiabeach,  for  patent  wood  covering 
for  temporary  buildings,  walls,  &c. 

James  Sinclair,  of  Manchester,  for  chemical  fire-engine 

.    called  "rEztincteur." 

HIGHLY   COMMENDED. 

Amies,  Barford,  and  Co.,  of  Peterborough,  for  set  of 
steam  cooking  apparatus. 

T.  Baker,  Compton,  Newbury,  improved  tumbler  or  tip- 
cart. 

Wm.  Ball  and  Son,  of  Roth  well,  patent  double-break  on 
waggon. 

Barrows  and  Stewart,  of  Banbury,  improved  4-wheeled 
windlass  for  steam  cultivation. 

Beverley  Iron  and  Waggon  Company,  Limited,  double 
self-acting  or  reversible  sheaf-delivery  to  reaping 
machine. 

T.  Corbett,  of  Shrewsbury,  improvement  in  hand  clover- 
seed  barrow. 

James  Davey,  of  Eynsham,  set  of  improved  Scotch  curt 
harness. 

J.  Fowler  and  Co.,  of  London,  8-horse  power  traction 
engine  on  patent  springs. 

D.  Hart  and  Co.,  of  Wenlock  Road,  City  Road,  London, 
patent  automatic  self-acting  and  self-registering  weigh- 
ing machine  for  grain. 

Holmes  and  Sons,  of  Norwich,  improvements  in  com, 
hay,  or  straw  elevators. 

R.  Horosby  and  Sons,  of  Grantham,  combined  corn-dress- 
ing and  screening  machine. 

Thomas  Hunter,  of  Maybole,  Ayr,  for  Dickson's  patent 
double  drill  turnip  cleaner. 

Thos.  Mackenzie  and  Sous,  of  Dublin,  for  patent  mower 
and  reaper  knife-grinder  and  rest. 

6.  W.  Murray  and  Co.,  of  Banff,  for  combined  double- 
furrow  plough  and  snbsoiler. 

Thos.  Perkins,  of  Hitchin,  patent  folding  shafts  for  reap- 
ing and  mowing  machine. 

W.  Rainforth  and  Son,  Brayford  Head,  of  Lincoln,  for 
improved  patent  adjustable  corn-screen. 

Riehmond  and  Chandler,  of  Salford,  for  an  improved 
litter-cutter. 

J.  and  B.  Sainty,  of  Wisbeach,  improved  cattle  crib, 
wilh  iron  posts  and  wood  frames. 

Southwell  and  Co.,  of  Rugeley,  improvement  in  ridging 
plough. 

W.  Smith,  of  Foston  Lowthorpe,  near  Driffield,  for  self- 
feeding  aheep-rack  with  patent  slides. 

R.  W.  Thomson,  of  Edinburgh,  for  patent  road  steam 
engine,  S-horse  power  nominal. 

COMMENDED. 

J.  p.  Barford,  of  Banbury,  for  an  improved  carriage-lifting 

jack. 
Henry  Denton,  of  Wolverhampton,  for  improvement  in  a 

chain  harrow  carriage. 
T.  Mackenzie  and  Sons,  of  Dublin,  for  improvements  in 

turnip  and  mangold  drill. 
H.  J.  and  C.  Migor,  of  Bridgwater,  for  patent  angularly 

corrugated  roofing,  and  ridge  or  crest-tiles,  for  farm  and 

other  buildings. 
J.  and  B.    Sainty,  of  Wisbeach,  for  improvments  in 

field  and  other  gates ;  also  for  patent  sheep  fencing. 
Richard  Winder,  of  Farningham,  Dartford,  machine  for 

tarring  sheep-fold  netting. 
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AaEICULTURAL    SHOWS. 


BT    THK    CKOTCHSTT    VABICIB. 


I  am  orotchety  enough  to  think  that  I  have  one 
or  two  crotchets  npon  a  snbjeet  which  some  may 
and  do  think  is  qnite  beyond  the  regions  of  crotchets, 
while  others,  by-the-way,  think  it  is  precisely  that  in 
which  crotchets  abound.  For  example,  is  it  a  crotchet  or 
is  it  not  which  nearly  all— nay,  I  may  as  well  say  all,  for 
that  is  simply  the  tmth — onr  agricultural  societies  have, 
that  what  they  interest  themselves  in  and  make  the  only 
features  of  their  shows  comprise  all  the  points  or  subjects 
upon  which  farmers  are  generally  interested  ?  I  am  free 
to  confess  that  this  notion  of  our  societies  does  seem  to 
me  a  crotchet,  and  one  which  unfortunately  exercises  a 
very  prejudicial  influence  upon  the  progress  of  agriculture. 
I  think  I  could  name  half-a-dozen — probably  a  round 
dozen  of  subjects  which  are  altogether  ignored  by  our 
agricultural  societies,  never  apparently  dreamt  of  by  their 
officials  as  coming  within  the  range  of  useful  subjects, 
but  which  neverUieless  are  of  the  greatest  practical  im- 
portance. I  venture  to  say  that  there  is  not  a  practical 
man  who  thinks — an  important  concession  no  doubt  in 
these  days  when  thinking  is  itself  deemed  a  crotchet,  a 
man  who  ventures  to  think  for  himself  being  considered 
as  equal  to,  if  not  exactly  the  crotchety  man — I  venture 
to  say  that  there  is  not  a  practical  man  who  thinks  about 
what  he  is  doing  that  has  not  in  the  course  of  a  single 
season  had  severs!  points  brought  up  before  him  arising 
out  of  his  daily  practice  which  he  is  greatly,  if  not  alto- 
gether ignorant  of,  and  about  which,  just  because  he  is 
so,  he  is  desirous  to  have  the  authoritative  expressions  of 
other  and  wiser  men  than  himself.  It  is  in  connectioa 
with  our  agricultural  societies  that  such  men  are,  and  yet 
by  reason  of  an  unfortunate  something  they  do  not  give 
the  societies  the  benefit  of  their  wisdom  or  experience, 
and  this  mainly  because  they  are  not  asked  to  do  so. 
Men  are  all  apt  to  run  for  ever  in  the  groove  they  have 
made  for  themselves,  or  which  has  been  made  for  them, 
and  this  is  especially  true  of  corporations  whether  of 
science  or  of  social  Ufe.  Now,  we  think,  that  our  great 
societies  have  been  running  too  long  in  certain  grooves, 
and  the  sooner  they  shunt  ofiP  to  others,  the  better  for  the 
societies,  unquestionably  the  better  for  the  farmers,  and 
not  the  least  benefit  of  going  into  any  one  new  groove 
would  be  I  take  it  that  it  would  be  seen  that  there  would 
be  other  grooves  branching  out  naturally  from  it  which 
would  lead  along  the  lines  of  most  interesting  investiga- 
tions, full  of  practical  and  suggestive  truths.  For  example, 
I  will  walk  along  the  alleys  and  round  the  broad  beaten 
paths  of  the  great  yearly  gathering  at  Oxford  this  year, 
and,  unless  I  shall  be  greatly  and  I  confess  agreeably  mis- 
taken, while  I  find  numerous  examples  of  implements 
and  machines  and  hosts  of  animals,  I  shall  find  nothing 
whatever  to  indicate  what  is  the  result  of  the  working  of 
these  implements  and  uLachines,  nor  what  are  the  sub- 
stances upon  which  those  countless  herds  and  flocks  are 
fed  upon;  in  other  words,  I  shall  see  machinery  and 
stock,  but  not  a  vestige  of  the  crops  which  these  machines 
help  to  cultivate  or  upon  which  these  stock  are  fed.  Yet, 
why  is  this,  that  the  very  aim  and  object  of  a  whole  and 
ceaseless  round  of  farming  operationa  should  have  no 
place  at  dl  in  the  national  gathering  like  that  of  the 
Royal  Agricultural  Society  ?  And  yet  it  is  impossible  to 
say  that  this  branch  of  &rming  carries  with  it  no  points 
of  practical  importance  to  farmers— it  gn  the  contrary 


carries  many.  If,  indeed,  this  branch  was  tsken  up  and 
prosecuted  with  the  eagerness  which  other  brsnchei  are 
prosecuted  it  would  be  found  that  many  points  are  ooa- 
nected  with  it  of  snrprismg  impiortance  to  the  &rmiDg 
community.  Supposing  that  prizes  were  offered  for  the 
best  specimens  of  farm  prodnce,  the  details  of  the  mode  of 
cultivating  of  which,  the  soils,  the  working  of  them,  the 
mode  and  period  of  sowing,  the  Quality  of  seed  uud-^he 
manures  and  grain  being  also  fully  stated — ^I  am  crotchetj 
enough  to  believe  that  a  vast  deal  would  be  obtained  of 
real  service  to  farmers ;  and  more  than  that,  our  sgricul* 
tural  Bovant  would  not  fiail  to  see  that  each  detail  of  farm- 
work  in  connection  with  these  would  carry  with  it  qaei. 
tions,  many  of  which  are  now  puzzling  onr  best  prtcticil 
heads,  but  upon  which  our  societies  have  given  no  aa< 
thoritative  utterance.  Take  any  of  the  points  in  practice 
I  have  named  above  connected  with  the  preparation  of 
the  soil — ^the  sowing  of  the  seed,  its  manuring—l  will 
venture  to  put  upon  each  and  all  of  them  a  series  of  qoes- 
tions,  not  one  of  which  has  yet  bee«  properly,  some  not 
at  aU  investigated  by  our  societies,  and  all  of  which  never- 
theless are  of  the  highest  possible  importance.  We  pet 
onr  stock  at  onr  shows,  we  make  much  of  our  implemeoti 
and  macliines,  but  it  apparently  never  enters  the  mindi  of 
the  society  authorities  who  do  both  to  conceive  of  the 
possibility  that  taking  up  other  branches  wonld  be  the 
very  means  to  show  us  how  much  there  was  connected 
with  them  tlutt  influenced  the  future  both  of  stock  and 
implements.  Great  as  has  been  the  improvement  io  the 
machinery  of  the  farm  during  the  last  few  decades,  is 
there  anyone  who  will  venture  to  say  that  the  improT^ 
ment  wonld  not  have  been  greater,  much  greater,  had 
our  machinists  understood  clearly  what  it  wu  that  oor 
farmers  wanted  P  Snrdy  none.  I  have  lived  long  enooRh 
to  recollect  what  the  agricultural  machinery  was  at  the 
date  of  the  first  Oxford  Show,  and  what  a  difference  b^ 
tween  that  show  and  the  one  now  about  to  be  held !  and 
I  have  watched  since  then  the  long  list  of  mschiaes  and 
implements  which  have  been  brought  ont^  and  the  nearly 
as  long  list  of  those  which  have  been  condemned  and  con- 
signed to  oblivion,  and  yet  many  of  which  so  consigned 
would  never  have  been  brought  out  at  all  had  their  in- 
ventors known  what  was  wanted.  And  this  knowledge 
might  have  been  given  to  them  had  the  societies  entered 
upon  and  taken  heartily  up  those  lines  of  inqnirj  eon' 
nected  with  the  crops  and  cropping  of  the  farm,  which 
have  lain  for  years — ^too  long  a  course — and  are  bow 
lying  before  them  for  investigation.  Let  this  branch  he 
taken  up,  and  from  it  will  flow  a  number  of  qnestions, 
the  authoritative  judgment  upon  which  your  societies  will 
do  a  vast  deal  of  good  to  the  practice  of  forming. 

A  very  interesting  department  of  the  coming  ahow  at 
Oxford  will  be  what  for  some  years  hu  been  s  most  in- 
teresting department — namely,  the  collection  of  seeds, 
manures,  ana  feeding  stuffs,  and  I  should  be  sniprisedto 
find  this  year  what  I  have  never  yet  found,  that  these  sie 
within  the  pale  of  official  recognition.  With  reference  to 
the  two  first  of  these,  what  we  hare  already  said  with 
reference  to  the  crops  and  cropping  of  the  fcrm  fP?!'** 
more  or  less  to  them ;  and  with  reference  to  the  fmiBj 
stuffs,  I  am  crotchety  enough  to  fail  to  see  why,  if  the  in- 
terests of  the  fiurmer  are  looked  upon  as  worthj  to  be 
guarded  m  iiRr  m  the^  caa  be  guarded  b/  Qflldal  w^" 
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tioD  0/  itoek  is  eooeenied,  they  ahoiild  not  be  guarded 
bj  the  nine  being  extended  to  the  foods  upon  wbicb  they 
are  fed.  A  man  has  some  ehanoe,  and  ought  to  haye  the 
ikiH,  to  guard  himself  firom  being  taken  in  by  the 
porclisw  of  a  bad  beast,  what  ehuice  has  he  of  guarding 
himaelf  against  being  taken  in  by  the  purchase  of 
bid  food  ?  The  question  the  reader  will  perceive  is  one 
of  DO  small  importance — ^by  no  means  crotchety  in  its 
ottore,  slthough  I  know  fuU  well  that  it  will  be  deemed 
a  entchety  in  haying  brought  forward  its  claims  to  the 
nosidetstion  of  the  Society  and  of  all  societies  which 
profess  to  be  instituted  for  the  benefit  of  and  to  do  their 
work  in  the  interests  of  fsrmers.  Why  are  all  these 
mats  orerlooked?  As  the  Yankees  say,  "I  want  to 
bow;  pray  do  tell;"  but  then  who  is  tell  me P  those 
wbo  ihoold  will  not,  and  those  who  would  like  cannot. 
A  rsther  erotdiety  dilemma,  I  confess,  to  be  placed  in. 
But  the  time  wfll  eome  when  the  question  which  should 


be  asked  of  the  goreming  councils  of  our  agricultural 
bodies  will  be  asked  of  them,  and  will  receive  a  reply 
other  than  we  belieye  they  would  give  now.  The  points 
have  not  as  yet  had  their  full  weight  with  them — ^time 
shall  yet  be  required  to  allow  this  weight  to  be  exercised ; 
meanwhile,  it  is  some  gratification  for  those  interested  to 
know  that  outside  at  least  of  those  governing  councils 
the  subject  we  haye  only  glanced  at  is  receiving  fair 
attention.  What  a  journal  such  as  this  is  can  do 
in  the  helping  on  of  such  a  movement  it  has  for  some 
years  quietly  done.  So  far  as  any  advocacy  of  it  is  con- 
cerned, it  may  appear  to  some  that  a  crotchety  man  can 
do  nothing  else  than  advocate  crotchety  subjects ;  still,  in 
reply,  I  may  say  that  yon  and  I,  good  reader,  have  lived 
to  see  what  was  at  one  time  called  crotchets  at  another 
great  and  beneficial  reforms.  It  may  be  so  in  the  present 
case.  That  our  societies  have  done  much  I  heartily  be- 
lieve ;  that  they  can  do  more  I  no  less  believe. 


THE    THORNB    AGEIOULTUEAL    SOCIETY, 


Thome  hss  recently  held  its  annual  eamivaL  There  was  a 
nod  ahov  of  horses  for  agnculturBl  purposes,  and  for  young 
ms^t  bones  the  exhibition  here  has  never  been  sor- 
paaael  Both  carriage  horses  and  roadsters  were  well  repre- 
iSBted,  snd  in  no  previous  year  have  better  appeared  amongst 
tiiem ;  snd  though  the  hunters  did  not  show  in  large  numbers, 
ctill  they  were  more  numerous  than  last  vear.  In  the  show  of 
afEncahnTtl  impLements  the  number  of  exhibitorB  was  in  excess 
of  femer  years.  The  entries  for  cattle  have  never  at  any  time 
bees  luge,  and  though  there  was  an  improvement  this  vear 
tliere  is  ret  plenty  of  soorpe  for  farther  advaaoement.  Of  the 
stoek  exhibited  in  this  department  the  bulls  preponderated. 
Of  the  sixteen  shown,  twelf  e  of  them  were  undiv  two  years 
oU,  the  remaining  four  being  aged.  The  judging  of  sheep  was 
Bot  at  all  satisfiaetory  to  the  public.  Not  that  the  judges  did 
aot  fprt  perfectij  honest  decisions,  bnt  inasmuch  as  two  of  them 
«n  LinDolnsbire  men,  they  naturally  preferred  the  prevailing 
dttzaeter  of  their  own  county.  Pigs,  on  the  whole,  were  of 
int-nte  quality.  The  only  nult,  if  any,  in  this  department, 
vai  the  one  also  notioeable  in  the  cattle  and  sheep--4hat  they 
vere  not  more  numerously  represented. 


JcDOxs.— Horses :  O.  C.  Woolhouse,  Wellingore,  Lincoln ; 
C.  Wood,  South  Dalton,  Beverley;  W.  Harper,  linley-hill, 
Bereifev.  Cattle:  T.  Cartwright,  Dnnstan  Pillar,  Lincoln; 
JT.  Havereroftk  Wooton  Dale,  Barton;  O.  Smart,  Aberford, 
Tork. 

HOBSES. 

Agrinliitral  maze  and  ibaL— First  piise,  W.  Bramley; 
8eeond,£.CoBhnan. 

Hooting  mare  and  foal.— First  prise^  W.  Pulsibrdbrowne ; 
Meond,  T.  Askren. 
^^C^  ,.«  .na  fi»U-Kr.tp^U^  J.  W;  «c»d.H. 

Kosdstermaie  and  foaL— Firstprize,  W.  Whaley ;  second,  H. 
".Godfrey. 

Agricaltnial  yearling  or  Ally.— First  prize,  R.  Fillingham ; 
aeoond,  W.  Bramky.    Commended :  J.  Coulman. 

A^naUtmal  twcMrear-old  geldiag  or  filly. — ^First  prise,  H. 
Bebniioa;seoand/r.Dnekitt.  HigUy commended:  J.Brown. 


F.  T.  Turner  and  M.  and  A.  Glew. 

AgrienltDral  three-yesr-old  gelding  or  filly.— First  prise,  C. 
loiter;  seoond,  W.  Banks. 

AKTienltural  mare  or  gelding,  any  age.— First  prise,  W. 
Bub ;  second,  J.  Coalman.    Commended :  T.  Black. 

rSir  of  draught  horses,  exduaively  for  agriculture. — ^First 
srae,  S.  Thompson ;   second,  M.  Aucren.    Commended :  M. 

Phir  of  dnmght  horses,  adapted  fbr  light  soils.— First 


Coalman ;  second,  S.  BarJon-. 
Coolnsn. 


Highly 


Hontisg  yearling  colt  or  filly.— Firstprise,  G.  W.  Morris ; 
»«oad,  a.  W.  Morris.    Commended :  W,  B,  Houldeu. 


or  Ally.— First  prise,  G.  Cross 
seoond,  F.  J.  Maw.    Commended :  J.  S.  Hill. 

Hunting  three-yesr-old  gelding  or  Ally. — First  prize,  H. 
Cooke ;  seoond,  G.  Cross. 

Carnage  yeariing  colt  or  filly. — ^First  prize,  J.  Coulman ; 
second,  H.  W.  GodOfrey. 

Carriage  two-year-old  gelding  or  Ally.— First  prize,  H. 
Robinson ;  second,  M.  Asloren. 

Carriage  gelding  or  mare,  any  age.— First  prize,  S.  Gamell ; 
second,  J.  Reader.    Commended ;  G.  GumeU. 

Roadster  yearling  colt  or  filly. — ilrst  prize,  J.  F.  Watson ; 
second,  E.  Ellis. 

Roadster  two-year-old  gelding  or  filly. — First  prize,  J. 
Fumiss ;  seoond,  R.  Maw.    Commended :  M.  Askren. 

Roadster  three-year-old  gelding  or  filly. — First  prize,  E. 
Ellis ;  second,  T.  Sheannan.  Highly  commended :  G.  Wake- 
field. 

Roadster  gelding  or  mare,  any  age. — ^First  prize,  E.  Winter ; 
second,  W.  Stephenson. 

Weight'carrying  cob,  any  age  or  sex.— First  prize,  J.  Ask- 
ham ;  second,  J.  T.  Blaydes. 

Lsidy's  hackney,  any  age  or  sex. — ^Fiist  prize,  J.  Cross; 
second,  W.  Doggieby,  inn.    Highly  commenaed :  J.  Reader. 

Pony,  not  exceeding  14  hands. — First  prize,  W.  Axe ;  second, 
G.  GnrnelL    Highly  commended :  G.  Harrison. 

Pony,  not  exceeding  l^i  hands. — ^Fiist  prize,  C.  ]>ook; 
second,  W.  Johnson.    Commended :  W.  Blanshard. 

CATTLE. 

Bull,  under  two  yesrs  ohL— first  prize,  J.  Sunderland ; 
seoond,  G.  Mann. 

BuU,  any  age.— First  prize,  F.  Frudd ;  seeond,  T.  J.  Crow- 
croft    Hiffhly  commenaed :  B.  H.  Brooksbank. 

Bull,  unoer  two  years  old. — ^First  prize,  G.  Hatfield ;  seoond, 
B.  J.  Whitaker.    Highly  commended :  W.  Barton. 

Cow,  in  calf  or  milk. — ^First  prize,  J.  Dickinson ;  second, 
T.  J.  Crowcroft.    Highly  commended :  J.  Dickinson. 

Heifer,  in  calf  or  milk.— First  prize,  E.  H.  Marshall ; 
second,  M.  Askren.    Highly  commended :  J.  H.  Dean. 

Pair  of  calves,  under  18  months  old. — First  prize,  W.  Mel- 
lows; second,  M.  Askren. 

SHEEP. 

Long-woolled  ram,  any  age.— First  prize,  R.  Wright 
second,  J.  T.  Moorhouse. 

Long-woolled  ram,  one  shear.- First  prize,  R.  Wright 
second,  R.  Wriirbt. 

Pen  of  five  long-wooUed  ewes.— First  prize,  J.  Winder 
second,  W.  Carr. 

Pen  of  five  long-woolled  gimmers.— First  pri^e,  E.  Lister 
second,  F.  Frudd.    Hia^hly  commended :  J.  Rishvorth. 

Pen  of  five  long-woolled  wedders.— First  prize,  W.  B.  Tate 
second,  T.  Carr. 

Pen  of  five  loug-wooUed  lambsw^Fint  prize,  T.  Smith 
seoond,  Q.  T.  Wood, 
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PIGS. 

Boar,  any  breed.^Firet  prize,  W.  StephenaoD  ;  Mcond,  W. 
Flomtree. 

Sow,  any  breed.— First  prize,  G.  Brigfct ;  tecond,  W.  Maskill. 

Open  gilt,  any  age.— riiBt  prize,  Z.  Maude;  tecond,  O. 
Wagsiaffe. 

Three  store  pigs.— first  prize,  U.  Sellars ;  second,  T.  Askren. 


Cottager*s  pig. — ^First  prize,  0.  Holgate ;  seeood,  J.Housc , 
third,  D.  Hantor. 

IMPLEMENTS. 

Implements  manufactured  by  exhibitors. — Prize,  £3  it., 
Messrs.  Vickers,  Snowden,  and  Morris. 

Assortment  of  impiements.-*Prize,  i^5  fis.  and  the  Society* a 
medal,  J.  Glew,  Howdep. 


THE   IMPOVERISHMENT    OF   THE    SOIL    BY   MAN. 

BY    CUTHBEST    W.    J0HK80K,    y.B.8. 


It  u  only  witliin  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  that  the 
subject  of  this  paper  has  attracted  the  public  attention, 
'this,  indeed,  has  been  induced  in  a  great  measure  by  the 
progress  of  sanatory  efforts.  When  the  inhabitants  of 
crowded  neighbourhoods  began  to  awake  and  discern  the 
iU-effecta  of  living  over  cesspools,  and  allowing  their 
noxious  contents  to  filter  into  their  wells,  other  modes  of 
providing  for  the  removal  of  sewage  were  adopted.  Then 
came  the  time  when  sewers  were  constructed  and  house- 
drains  connected  with  them.  Then  another  difficulty 
arose,  viz.,  the  disposal  of  the  large  amount  of  sewage 
collected  by  the  sewers.  This  was,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
directed  to  the  lowest  portion  of  the  district,  and  allowed 
to  flow  into  an  adjoinmg  river.  Then  came  complaints 
of  the  fouling  of  its  waters,  and  legal  proceedings.  This 
rendered  necessary  the  adoption  of  means  for  the  purifica- 
tion and  utilization  of  the  sewage.  This  led  to  several 
erroneous  estimates  of  the  money  value  of  town  sewage, 
and  these  deceptive  statements  originated  many  schemes 
for  its  purification.  As  most  of  these  have  tailed  it  will 
be  useless  to  describe  their  manipulations;  I  propose, 
however  to  allude  to  two  of  these,  which  are  founded  on 
Nature's  teachings,  and  her  processes  we  are  all  aware 
rarely  fail:  I  mean  the  dry  earth,  and  the  irrigation 
systems.  Both  these  have  recently  been  examined  in  a 
very  valuable  report,  by  her  Majesty's  Commissioners 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  pollution  of  rivers.  And 
what  they  have  so  well  described,  I  need  hardly  attempt 
to  aUnde  to  in  any  other  language. 

The  Commissioners  (Major-Gcneral  Denison,  Mr.  E. 
Frankland,  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Morton),  in  commencing  their 
inquiries,  were  impressed  with  the  fact,  that  of  all  the 
live  stock  of  our  island,  man  was  the  worst  as  regards  the 
manure  he  adds  to  the  soil.  They  remark  {Report^ 
1870,  p.  71): 

"  Everyone  is  fiuniliar  with  the  idea  that  the  fertility 
of  a  farm  depends  very  much  on  the  quantity  of  live 
stock  kept  upon  it.  It  is,  in  fact,  an  established  maxim 
in  agriculture  that,  apart  from  the  use  of  imported  and 
manufactured  fertilizers,  the  maintenance  of  fertility 
depends  very  much  upon  the  live  stock  which  the  farmer 
keeps  upon  the  land,  and  the  quantity  of  manure  which 
he  can  thus  apply  to  it. 

"  The  fertility  of  the  23,370,602  acres  in  the  hands  of 
English  farmers  is  thus  dependent  on  the  19,821,863 
sheep,  3,706,641  cattle,  and  1,629,660  pigs  which,  ac- 
cording  to  the  statistical  returns  just  issuMl  by  the  Board 
of  Trade,  are  kept  on  English  farms  ;  a  number  which, 
calculated  wholly  as  sheep,  that  is,  putting  cattle  of  all 
ages  as  equal  to  six,  pigs  as  equal  to  two,  and  horses  equal 
to  eight,  sheep  apiece,  amounts  in  food-consuming  and 
therefore  manure-producing  power  to  as  nearly  as  possible 
two  sheep  per  acre  over  the  whole  area  of  the  enclosed 
land  in  England.  Taking  1,141,996  agricultural  horses 
into  account,  we  may  say  that  the  whole  farm-stock  of 
this  country  is  less  than  five  aheep  to  every  two  acres  in 
the  hands  of  English  fanners.  These  are  the  published 
returns  for  1869.      In  1868  there  were  in   England 


23,088,781  acres  returned  as  occupied;  there  were 
3,779,691  cattle,  20.930,779  sheen,  and  1,981.606  pigj 
— numbers  which  calculated  wholly  as  sheep  smouot  to 
'  47.672,187  sheep,  corresponding  to  a  very  little  more 
than  two  sheep  per  acre  of  the  enclosed  land  in  this  cooa- 
try.  No  returns  of  the  horses  employed  on  fsrms  weit 
obtained  in  1868.  We  give  the  returns  of  both  yesn  in 
illustration  of  the  very  considerable  variations  which  tske 
place  from  year  to  year  in  the  farm  livestock  of  the  countrj, 
while  mankind  steadily  increases  in  number  every  year. 

"  We  have,  however,  omitted  all  reference  to  another 
resident  animal  of  the  greatest  food-consuming  power; 
for  whose  maintenance  indeed  all  these  acres  and  sU  this 
live  stock  are  owned  and  cultivated.  Nearly  one-third  of 
the  live  stock  of  this  country  is  mankind !  In  1869, 
there  were  in  England  20,668,699  of  '  man;'  and  he  con. 
somes  not  onlv  the  produce  of  all  these  acres,  and  of  all 
these  cattle,  sheep,  and  pigs  which  are  maintained  spos 
them,  but  imported  food  as  well,  to  the  extent  of  two- 
fifths  of  the  estimated  quantity  of  onr  home-grown  wbeit, 
and  probably  one-twentieth  or  more  in  excess  of  our 
home-grown  meat,  A  creature  of  such  great  powen  of 
consumption  ought  sccording  to  all  the  analogies  to  be  of 
corresponding  agricultural  value  as  a  fertilizer.  If. 
leaving  out  of  consideration  the  products  of  respirslion, 
excrement  be  just  the  food  of  an  animal  minut  its  growth, 
then  on  the  ground  of  both  these  elements  of  the  cil- 
culation,  man  ought  to  be  the  very  best  farm-stock  wc 
have.  He  is  not  only  a  much  better  fed  animal  thini 
sheep,  but  he  takes  much  less  out  of  his  food.  Bread 
and  beef  are  better  food  than  grass  and  turnips;  sod  the 
growth  taken  out  of  these  several  rations  is  much  less  lo 
the  former  case  than  in  the  latter.  The  popnlatioo  fed 
on  bread  and  beef  does  not  increase  in  Dumber,  snd  that 
is  virtually  in  total  weight,  more  than  two  per  cent,  per 
annum,  whereas  the '  population'  fed  on  grass  snd  turnips 
increases  in  weight  at  least  SO  to  50  per  cent,  witkia  the 
year.  A  sheep  buUds  iU  whole  weight  of  body  oat  of 
the  food  of  18  months.  The  average  age  of  man  in 
England  is  rather  more  than  40  years,  and  the  »oght " 
his  body  at  death  is  all  that  he  has  saved  out  of  all  fhe 
food  he  has  consumed  during  the  whole  period  of  hit  IiR- 
On  every  ground,  therefore,  we  ought  to  anticipate  the 
superiority  of  man  to  sheep  as  a  manure^prodneiog 
animal  for  farm  use. 

"And  it  is  worth  whUe  to  compare  the  two  species 

further.    So  far  as  England  is  concerned,  althoogh  tlic 

sheep  population  varies  considerably  from  year  to  jeafi 

I  they  are  upon  the  whole  as  nearly  as  possible  ahkew 

I  number;  and  in  the  month  of  June,  when  the  agncw- 

I  tural  returns  are  made  up,  and  when  lambs  are  not  atK)« 

'  half  grown,  they  are  probably  also  very  nearly  aUke  w 

weight.     The  average  carcase  weight  of  the  sheep  aoW  at 

'  Smithfield  is  barely  801bs..  which  would  eorresooiid  to « 

live  weight  of  140lbs. ;  and  that  may  he  considered  also 

I  aa  the  aveimge  weight  of  the  adult  man.    ^^^P^j 

then  their  respective  rations,  their  rcUtive  waatefciB««" 

•  food,  their  weight  and  nnmber,  we  might  reasosao/T 
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eqwet  tint  Kngjwiimen  ooght  iit  the  very  least  to  be  as 
effieient  as  English  sheep  in  the  maintenance  of  English 
fertilit7.  Bat  what  is  the  lact  ?  The  sheep  is  the  very 
belt  lire  stock  known  to  English  agricnltnre,  and  man  is 
Tirtaall^r  good  for  nothing.  What  would  the  English 
fivmer  do  without  his  flock  ?  Over  all  the  oolitic,  chalk, 
indgFsrel  soils — the  light-land  districts  of  the  country 
—to  be  deprived  of  the  assistance  of  the  sheep  would  be 
tlie  ruin  of  the  agriculturist.  Man,  on  the  other  hand, 
ii,  as  lire  stock,  we  repeat  it,  virtually  useless  to  him. 
The  excrement  of  a  sheep  is  worth,  at  least,  five  shillings 
s  rear  to  the  farmer.  In  South  Lancashire  the  excre- 
ment of  man  does  not  realize  fivepence  per  annum  indivi- 
dnally.  The  following  table  shows,  as  regards  the  leading 
towns  of  which  particulars  have  been  given  to  us,  (1)  the 
popolation — deducting  the  estimated  number  using  water- 
eknets ;  (2)  the  tonnage  of  manure  removed  from  privies, 
more  than  three-fourths  of  which  must  be  ash  and  cinder 
waste;  (S)  the  value  annually  received  for  it  at  the  dep6t 
from  the  £snner ;  and  (4)  the  value  thus  received  per 
held  of  the  population  annually : 

QUAITTITY  AND  VaLUB  OT  TOWW  MaMURB. 


Ksse  of  Tbwn. 


Popola-  I  Tons  of 
tionusmg  Manure 
Privies,   annually. 


Lrfopool    .. 

Widaes   ..... 

S^rd   

3(iBe1iester.. 
BohoB     


ishftoMnder-Lyne.. 

SotfJifart  


860,000 
12,000 
120,000, 
300,000 
76,000! 
29,000 
77,000 
87,000 
16,000 


138,777 

1,800 

38,600 

73,694 

22,466 

7,000 

60,000 

6,637 

9,000 


Money   Value  per 


receivM. 


£ 

8,000 

160 

4,000 

6,740 

1,567 

100 

2.000 

96 

740 


l^atal  1,016,000  347.8731   28,892 


Head. 


d. 

6-6 

80 

80 

6-4 

601 

0-8 

6-2 

3-2 

8-8 


6-5 


"The  sum  of  £23,392,  which  is  here  quoted  as  repre- 
Katiag  the  money  value  of  all  the  house  waste  of  about 
1,000,000  people,  is  indeed  all  that  is  received  from 
1,^36,000,  that  number  being  the  whole  population  of 
ikt  towua  named,  and  thai  sum  being  all  that  is  received 
for  what  the  scavenger  collects ;  so  that  the  annual  value 
isdividnally  of  man  as  fsrm  stock  in  Lancashire  may  be 
put  down  aa  less  than  4id. ;  and  this  supposes  the  ash 
sod  cinder  waste  with  which  the  excrement  is  mixed  to 
bare  no  share  in  the  valuation." 

It  is  when  speaking  of  the  remedies  for  the  nui- 
Moee  arising  from  conunon  privies  and  ashpits  that  the 
Commissioners,  in  referring  to  the  use  of  various  common 
deodorisers,  observe  that  "  the  soH»lled  dry-earth  closet 
is  moch  the  best  of  these  plans ;  and  it  is  undoubtedly 
capable  of  being  made  an  admirable  scavenging  expedient, 
M)  far  as  privy  refuse  is  concerned.  Of  this  we  convinced 
onrsdres  at  the  Broadmoor  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum, 
vhere  alarge  number  of  earth  closets  have  been  mtro- 
dooed,  and  are  worked  to  the  satisfaction  of  Dr.  Meyer, 
the  resident  medical  ofl&cer.  At  Wakefield  prison  too,  all 
the  lower  ceUs  are  provided  with  earth  closets ;  and  al- 
though the  closeness  of  a  confined  and  narrow  room  was 
perceptible  (the  prisoners  having  been  kept  in  till  a  later 
hour  than  usual  on  our  visit),  there  was  no  offensiveness 
reeognizable  of  the  special  kind  that  might  have  been 
expected.  Here,  however,  the  plan  has  been  found  ap- 
plicable only  to  the  cells  on  the  male  side  of  the  house,  in 
vhieh  sepante  vessels  for  the  urine  are  provided.  The 
earth  for  the  Wakefield  prison  is  dried  in  a  kiln  and  sup- 
plied weekly  to  the  closets,  and  the  pans  are  removed  as  soon 
ss  filled;  their  eontents,  taken  to  a  shed,  arfi  turned  and 
pulverized,  and  used  in  the  prison  garden  with  advantage. 
At  Halton  in  Bockinghamshire  a  pretty  country  vilh^ 
of  50  or  60  cottages,  the  roadside  chalky  soil  is  used  suc- 
ceisfully  in  the  dry-earth  closet  with  which  every  cottage 


is  provided.  For  this  purpose  it  is  screened  and  dried 
upon  a  kiln  floor  about  9  feet  square ;  100  bushels  of 
coke  being  used  in  this  way  per  annum  for  the  50  closets 
in  the  village.  When  hot  and  dry  the  earth  is  carried  to 
the  hopper  in  the  back  wall  of  each  privy,  which  holds 
about  601bs. — enough  for  40  uses  of  the  seat.  The  floor 
beneath  is  cemented  so  as  to  hold  the  liquid  as  well  as  the 
solid  excrement ;  and  the  seats  are  hinged  and  on  springs, 
so  that  on  rising  from  them  a  portion,  about  l^lb.,  is  dis- 
charged from  the  hopper,  and  thrown  upon  the  mass 
below.  We  came,  without  notice,  one  evening  into  the 
village,  and  examined  about  a  score  of  these  cottages,  and 
found  everything  as  clean  and  sweet  as  possible.  Seats 
and  floors  in  front,  hoppers  and  cesspool  floors  behind, 
were  all  clean ;  and  there  was  nothing  to  be  seen  but 
white  dry  earth,  and  no  smell  was  perceptible.  More- 
over we  were  told  that  the  cesspool,  cleaned  out  as  re- 
quired three  or  four  times  a  year,  furnishes  a  material, 
which,  after  lying  in  a  heap  for  some  months  under  a 
shed  is  put  upon  the  kiln  again  and  used  a  second  time. 
Last  year  70  tons  of  stuff  were  taken  out  of  the  privies 
of  the  60  cottages ;  80  tons  however  had  been  used  twice, 
so  that  only  40  tons  were  available  for  use  upon  the  land ; 
and  it  had  proved  a  capital  fertilizer,  producing  an 
abundant  crop  of  gp«ss  where  the  manure  had  been 
applied. 

"  In  all  these  cases,  however,  the  chamber  slops  are 
kept  separate ;  and  independently  pf  that  the  success  de- 
pends not  upon  the  people  using  the  privies,  but  upon  an 
officer  whose  business  it  is  to  look  after  them  and  keep 
them  clean.  Even  at  Halton  one  man  is  set  apart  for  this 
work  who  attends  to  the  kiln,  to  the  provision  of  dried 
earth,  to  the  keeping  the  hopp^  full,  and  to  the  removal 
of  the  manure.  Elsewhere  we  have  known  earth  closets 
introduced  for  the  use  of  cottagers  accustomed  to  the  old 
privy  seat  and  cesspool ;  and,  requiring  special  service 
and  attention  which  the  average  man  or  woman  will  not 
give,  they  soon  became  filthy  and  offensive.  Add  to  these 
circumstances  the  enormous  aggravation  of  all  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  phm  when  not  fifty  but  fifty  thousand 
householders  have  to  be  provided  with  the  necessary  ap- 
pliances and  induced  to  work  them  properly,  and  we  can 
have  no  hesitation  in  pionouncing  the  dry-earth  system, 
however  suitable  for  institutions,  viUages,  and  camps, 
where  personal  or  official  regulations  can  be  enforced, 
entirdy  unfitted  to  the  circumstances  of  large  towns. 

''  At  Lancaster,  indeed,  an  attempt  has  been  made  by 
a  neighbouring  landed  proprietor,  Mr.  W.  J.  Garnett,  of 
Qoemmore  Park,  to  get  the  honse  scavienging  of  the  town 
done  upon  a  modification  of  this  pkn,  and  to  deal  with 
the  whole  excrement  of  the  household  upon  the  dry-earth 
system.  By  constant  and  even  daily  collection  in  tubs 
and  pans  the  whole  excrement  is  collected  from  a  large 
number  of  houses,  and  the  payment  of  Id.  a  week  per 
honse  is  said  to  secure  the  collection  of  the  chamber  slops 
as  well  as  of  the  privy  contents.  Nearly  one-tenth 
part  of  the  town  is  thus  dealt  with.  Earth  is 
sent  round  daily,  and  thrown  into  the  privy  holes,  and 
when  the  pit  is  full  the  whole  is  taken  to  a  depdt  where 
it  is  mixed  with  material  derived  partly  from  street  sweep- 
ings and  ash-pit  refuse ;  and  being  thereafter  piled 
beneath  a  shed  built  upon  a  farm  near  the  town,  the  whole 
is  soaked  with  the  collected  urine. 

"  A  sample  carefully  taken  being  analyzed  in  our  labora- 
tory proved  to  contain — 

Organic  matter  and  ammonia  contain- 
ing '207  of  total  combined  nitrogen      6'671 

Mineral  matter    containing   '826  of 
phosphoric  aeid 66' 782 

Water 26'647 
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'*  Thaie  flgnnt  indioate  a  Draotioal  valae  Mrtainly  miiolL 
below  that  at  whicli  we  had  oeen  led  to  cttiinate  it  br 
meniiupeetioii;  and  it  U  manifiBft,  from  ihtYttj  email 
amonnt  of  total  combined  nitrogen,  that  mnch.  of  the 
urine  eioapee  preeerration.  An  inordinate  qoantity  of 
earth  appears  also  to  hare  been  added  to  the  exere- 
mentitions  matters,  sinee  more  than  98  per  oent.  of  the 
finished  manore  oonsisted  of  nearly  worthless  mineral 
matters  and  water." 

Secondly,  we  will  examine  the  deodorizing  resnlU  of 
irrigation.  This  is  of  iar  greater  importance  than  the 
large  profit  deriyed  in  this  mode  from  sewage.  The  im- 
proTement  of  the  public  health,  indeed,  must  erer  be  the 
primary  olgect  with  Boards  of  Health.  Now  this  great 
question  has  been  careftilly  and  laboriously  examined  by 
tiie  Commissioners  who  have,  in  eaeh  month  of  the  year, 
by  their  own  analytical  chemists,  in  a  laboratoiy  belonging 
to  the  publie,  examined  the  sewage  as  it  flows  on  to  the 
land,  in  Tarions  places,  and  the  effluent  water  as  it  escapes 
from  the  irrigated  land  into  an  acgoining  stream.  I 
select  from  thu  inyaloable  report  the  cases  of  Croydon 
and  Norwood,  because  here  we  haYO  to  consider  the  re- 
sults obtained  from  two  widely  diflbrent  soOs-^the  first 
beine  a  grayel  soil,  and  the  last  a  stiff  Tariety  of  the 
London  Basin  Clay.  Of  these  two  most  important 
operations,  the  Commissioners  observe  i 

"  The  foUowing  table  contains  the  resolts  of  our  periodic 
eal  analyses  of  the  sewage  and  the  effluent  water  from  the 
sewage  larm  at  Norwood : 
JUnviTS  or  Analtsbs  Exfsxssid  iir  Pasts  ra  100,000. 


Total 

aolid 

Or- 

Or- 

Description  and  Date  of 
Collection. 

matten 
inso- 

ganic 
Car- 

ganic 
Nitro- 

Aa- 

lation. 

bon. 

gen. 

Afersge  oompoaition  of  the 

94.9 

8-971 

1-586 

6032 

sewage  before  irrigation. 

Effluent  water,  Sept.  24, 1868 

81-7 

1-621 

•214 

•018 

Oct.    8.    „ 

963 

1-516 

•189 

-006 

Not,  19,    „ 

88-4 

1-872 



1080 

780 

1-478 

•285 

1-366 

Dec.    8,    „ 

79-6 

1-258 

•828 

1-052 

„     17,    „ 

1080 

1-187 

•120 

1-254 

l»               H      81,     „ 

77-8 

1-291 

•098 

-497 

Jan.  14, 1869 

86-6 

1-221 

-721 

9§               n       21,     „ 

94-8 

M78 

•265 

•720 

after  two  nights'  frort. 

Eftaent  water,  Jan.  26, 1869 

100-3 

1-431 

•419 

1096 

after  wren  nights*  frost. 
Efflaent  water,  Jan.  88,    „ 

77-3 

1-280 

•406 

1-196 

Feb.  11,    „ 

88-8 

M80 

•133 

•300 

:;     rfsr.51:  .•; 

78-2 

1-677 

•891 

•988 

831 

1-294 

•107 

•965 

n                H   .  -26,     „ 

97-8 

1-061 

-189 

•842 

April  8,    „ 

81-6 

1-376 

•821 

-885 

„           May    6.    „ 

102-6 

1-495 

•260 

-842 

84-3 

1-483 

•410 

1181 

n       20.      „ 

830 

1-602 

•364 

•730 

June    8,    „ 

97-1 

1-688 

-250 

•416 

»            »     17»    It 

79-8 

1-360 

•221 

•894 

„           July    1,    „ 

96-1 

1-677 

•271 

•906 

..     16,    n 

940 

2-160 

•274 

•408 

n                w      29,     „ 

98-6 

1-889 

•210 

•185 

Aag.U,    „ 

93-8 

2095 

-389 

•180 

»    s<.  » 

74-3 

1-605 

•370 

•678 

n           Sept.   9,    „ 

89-2 

2085 

-800 

•800 

»»             »     24,    „ 

870 

2-034 

•517 

1128 

"  These  resnlU,  extending  07er  an  entire  year,  show  tiiat 
the  efflnent  sewage  wu,  except  in  a  few  instances,  so  far 
cleansed,  eren  upon  this  heavy  cUy  soil,  as  to  be  admis- 
sible into  running  water  without  nuisanoe.  Two  of  these 
instanoee  are  instructiTe,  since  they  occur  consecutiTely 
during  and  immediately  after  seven  nights' frost,  vix., 
in  thdimplee  collected  on  Jauuarjr  25th  tu4  Jaaunry 


inteiftred  with. 

mission  of  pntresoible  organic  matter  into  streams 

frosty  weather  is  far  lees  objectionabla  than  it  is  wl 


28th,  1869.  The  froet  was  by  no  meani  serere,  yet  the 
organic  nitrogen  roee  from  *(y98  to  *419  per  100,000  psrti 
of  effloent  water,  showing  that  the  remoTal  of  oflfensife 
nitrogenoBS  oinaie  matter  was  partially  arrested,  snd 
indicating  that  during  a  severe  winter  the  purification  of 
sewage  upon  a  non-abeorptive  day  eoil  may  be  seriously 
It  is  fortonate,  however,  that  the  sd- 
during 
whsn  the 
iperature  is  higher,  sinee  the  oignnio  matter  does  not 
renoer  the  water  offensive  so  long  aa  a  low  temperature  ii 
maintained. 

'*  The  following  resnlts  of  analyses  illustrate  the  effect 
of  irrigation  when  carried  out  upon  the  porous  gravelly 
soil  of  the  Beddington  meadows.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
sewage  as  it  flows  upon  the  land  possesses  scarcely  half 
the  strength  of  average  London  sewage.  The  effluent 
water,  even  in  the  month  of  December,  was  satiifrctorily 
cleansed  and  oontained  but  mere  traces  of  snipended 
matters. 
Results  or  Analtsks  Extssssbo  ih  Fabts  pkb  lOOfiOO. 


Description. 

Suspended  Matten. 

Mineral. 

Organic 

Totil. 

Sewage  at  it  flowed  upon  land, 

Dec.  28, 1869. 
Effloent  water,  Dec.  28,  1869 
Sewage  as  it  flowed  upon  land, 

Dec.  80, 1869. 
Bffloent  water.  Dee.  80, 1869 

1-96 

Trsee. 
3-80 

Tiaee. 

6-64 

Trace. 
10-80 

Trace. 

8-60 

TlSK. 

1460 
Tnoe. 

'*  The  following  table  contaias  the  result  of  onr  periodiod 
analvses  of  the  sewage  and  the  effluent  water  from  thcM 
meadows,  extending  over  an  entire  year : 

Kesvlts  or  AifALTOs  Ezpusskd  in  Pasts  ru  100,000. 
Total 


soUd 

Or. 

Or- 

Description  and  Date  of 

matttrt 

ganic 

Nitit>- 

Am- 

Collection. 

m  So- 

Car- 

oumii. 

lution. 

bon. 

gen. 

Average  composition  of  the 

46*7 

2*608 

1-575 

SK)06 

sewsge  before  irrigation. 
Efflnent  water,  Sept.  24. 1868 

37-8 

•723 

•119 

•006 

n             Oa.      8,     , 

87-9 

.*605 

•120 

•005 

u        ..   m!  » 

49-0 

'MA 

•069 

•008 

„          Nov.    5,    „ 

39-9 

•801 

» 

•£4S 

„          Dee.    8,    „ 

40-2 

•766 

•289 

•5« 

>•                 n       8],     „ 

48.7 

•682 

•124 

•180 

Jtt.  14     Z 

44-7 

•604 

•186 

•166 

n        «1.     .. 

460 

•620 

•24A 

•466 

after  2  ni^to' frost. 

Effloent  water,  Jan.  25, 1869, 

4^-1 

•562 

•285 

W 

after  7  nighto*  frost. 

Effluent  water,  Jan.  28,1869 

84-5 

•614     -093 

•165 

Feb.  11;    „ 

38-4 

•979 

*iS 

•125 

„          Mar.  12,    „ 

89-9 
87-8 

•541 
•646 

-089 
•097 

•098 
•246 

»    M. 

88-8 

427 

•077 

•090 

April   8     '^ 

86-2 

•837 

•128 

•160 

H    82.    » 

89*1 

•702 

•129 

•1J4 

n          May     6^ 

87-1 

•758 

•083 

•032 

./  ao! ;; 

87.1 

•644 

•080 

•020 
•062 

M          Jone    3,    „ 

88-9 

-631 

•137 

17 
n                  ft        ^f>      M 

291 

-291 

•089 

•042 

"        Jniy    1 

82-1 

•761 

•086 

•050 
•008 

,.      18.    ^ 

881 

•606 

•m 

20 

86-9 

•698 

•077 

•090 
•278 
-018 
•038 
•068 

:    ^'  M. :. 

d9'l 
80*8 

•582 
•869 

•385 
•064 

82-7 
86-6 

•691     "106 
•606  1  '105 

Of  the  proflt  derived  fjroi 

n  sewsge-iirigsted  Un 

dire 

IwTC  imple  eridcnw.     It 

wt»  irhen  ^f^'^  «^  "^^ 
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Mobngli  meads  thai  tho  Cammiaaioiien  obaerrttd  fJU- 

"Hie  gnss  of  the  Loehend  meadowi  has  aTenged  du- 
ring nine  of  the  spring  aales,  at  whieh  it  is  disposed  of  hy 
taction,  £27  128.  2d.  per  statute  acre.  Daring  the  year 
1869  the  highest  price  attained  was  £41  1 7s.  6d.  per  acre, 
ud  from  thatilown  to  £19  per  acre  has  heen  realized. 
The  lUlian  lye-grass  on  the  same  turn  has  varied  in  price 
from  £32  an  acre  for  the  first  year's  cuttings  to  £25  an 
aere  for  the  second  year's  enttings." 

Nearly  similar  sums  per  acre  have  been  received  from 
the  MWBge-irrigated  meads  of  Norwood  and  Croydon. 
These  Uborioos  researches  I  earnestly  oommend  to  the 
cuefhl  study  of  the  agriculturist,  the  landowner,  and  the 
susWry  commlasioner. 


After  a  lengthened  ezperienoe,  I  feel  well  assured  that 
by  no  known  chemical  process  can  sewage  be  so  well  and 
profitably  utilised  as  by  irrigation.  It  is  a  mode  of  puri- 
fication which  nature  points  out  to  us  and  which  in  all 
ages  has  been  the  means  of  remoTing  the  excreta  of  the 
animal  world.  Neither  is  it  a  novel  application  by  man- 
kind. The  sewage  waters  of  Milan,  of  Edinburgh,  and 
of  Mansfield  have  long  and  successfully  been  employed  in 
the  irrigation  of  the  grasses.  It  is  a  process  free  for 
every  one  to  ad<^t ;  but  not  being  a  patent  process,  it  has 
no  set  of  patentees  to  publicly  defend  its  very  superior 
claims,  or  to  contend,  as  they  might,  that  irrigation  is  the 
only  process,  and  all  others  attempted  ou  t  large  scale 
source  of  deception  and  misery, 


FABM     FENCES. 


At  the  diimer  of  the  Boroughbridge  Agrienltnral  Assooia- 
tioD,  Sir  G.  O.  Wombwell  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Bknuett,  of 
Helton,  read  the  following  paper : 

The  snbjeet  I  have  to  introdiioe  to  your  notice  for  diseuiaion 
ii  one  that  Derhaps  may  not  be  so  interBttioff  as  many  others 
nkiBg  to  ainniBg ;  but,  nererthelesa,  I  think  it  is  one  of  great 
layortaaee,  for  no  fkns,  howerer  well  mana|ped  in  other  re- 
ipeeu,  can  be  couideTcd  complete  and  in  a  high  state  of  cul- 
ttntion  nnleas  the  fences  are  neat  and  in  good  order.  I 
tiiink  rery  often  too  little  care  and  attention  have  been  paid  to 
thii  ptrtunlar  branch  of  the  farm  busineas.  How  often  do  we 
M  Iirge  nps  and  thin  places  in  the  hedges  filled  up  with  dead 
taoru  (often  thrown  earelessly  into  them),  making  them 
hrger  every  year  bv  their  smotherinff,  and  conseqoently  killing 
m  young  shoots  tltat  may  be  near  them.  No  doubt  there  has 
MSB  a  great  improvement  in  the  management  of  fences  during 
Ute  last  few  yean.  The  old  high  hedge  with  the  wide  hedge- 
iide  growing  all  sorti  of  mbbisii  and  producing  a  great  crop 
of  both  inaeet  and  vegetable  nniaance  is  fhat  giring  way  to  a 
better  itate  of  things,  and  where  now  aeen  it  is  generally  more 
the  laadlordi'  thaia  the  tenants*  doing,  on  aeooant  of  the  pre- 
mtion  of  game.  I  know  of  no  forming  operations  npon 
vfaieb  there  is  such  a  difeisity  of  opinion  u  to  the  best  method 
of  Buuigmg  hedges,  lome  being  m  fovonr  of  what  is  called 
CQttog  and  larin^  or  plashing ;  lome  advocating  scotching  or 
e&ttu|  oae  tide,  and  fearing  the  other  side  to  cut  in  a  year  or 
'  1  ad? ocate  cutting  off  eloie  to  the  nonnd, 
r  a  young  fiuice  from  the  old  roots. 

— r ^  plashing  an  old  thin  hedge,  learing 

for  itakee  the  live  wood,  and  where  thin  filling  up  with  dead 
thonu,  aad  then  binding  the  top,  I  think  a  very  bad  one,  and 
Ihave  00  doubt  we  ean  account  for  many  of  the  wretched  bad 
^^p  ve  see  from  thii  mode  of  proceedmg.  The  description 
of  finees  ?aiy  a  apreat  deal  in  different  localities.  In  some  there 
are  high  sod  banks  with  fnrze  on  the  top,  and  others  are  made 
byplsating  the  ehn,  holly,  &o.  Some  are  walls  mad^  with 
the  loose  stones  so  nlentifnl  in  their  neighbonrhood ;  but 
^^7  they  consist  of  the  white  thorn  or  qnick,  and  this  being 
the  case  in  this  particular  district,  it  will  be  better  perhaps 
locoafiae  the  discussion  to  the  best  mode  of  treating  young 
^  good  hedges  of  Uiis  description ;  and  slso  the  best  way  to 
Kitore  an  old  bad  one.  In  making  a  new  fence,  I  think  the 
^Pcks  ihoQld  be  planted  early  in  the  spring  before  the  bnds 
khov,  about  nine  to  the  yard,  a  trench  being  dna  and  the  sod 
^uaed  down  upon  the  roots  on  the  lerel  land,  if  there  is  suf- 
aeteDt  soil ;  if  not,  a  bank  may  be  formed  by  cnttinff  a  ditch 
on  one  or  both  sides,  and  planting  on  the  top,  but  I  do  not 
Ukethfl  pfam  of  planting  on  a  bank  nnleu  necesaaiy.  The 
quck  ihould  be  allowed  to  grow  for  a  year,  and  then  be  cut 
down,  kept  quite  clean  from  weeds,  and  left  to  grow  for  two  or 
wee  jeait,  when  it  saay  be  pot  into  form,  whieh  should  be 
jwy  hke  the  letter  V  inverted.  I  would  not  touch  with  the 
Qiu  the  bwerkteralshooU  at  all,  but  leave  them  to  spresd 
vuo  on  each  side  of  the  bottom,  and  by  that  means  pieserre 
the  hedn  from  the  depredations  of  sheep  and  cattle.  I  think 
jujny  of  the  hedges  we  see  are  trimmed  too  narrow  at  the 
botWm,  aod  by  so  dmng  letting  the  sheep  get  their  heads  into 


two  after ;  others  a^^  advo 
and  bj  that  means  gettins  i 
The  old-Ctthioned  plan  of  ] 


the  centre  of  the  fence.  It  is  indispensable  in  getting  a  young 
hedge  up  quickly  to  keep  it  clean  and  well  defended  by  posts 
and  rails  or  other  means,  and  on  no  account  should  it  ever  be 
slaahed  1^  makina  the  kniie  cut  downwards,  but  always  up- 
wards, and  I  thina  the  best  time  to  do  it  is  in  the  autumn.  In 
the  next  place  I  come  to  a  much  more  difficult  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, vis.,  the  best  way  to  improve  and  restore  an  old  bad  he^. 
No  doubt  it  is  the  cheapest  way  in  the  long  run  to  stub  it  up, 
and  plant  a  new  one  at  a  short  distance  from  where  the  old  one 
stood,  but  under  many  circumstances  this  cannot  be  done. 
I  think  the  best  way  is  to  combine  the  two  systems  of 
scotching  and  plashing— scotching  where  there  is  plentjr  of 
live  wood,  and  laying  and  lapping  a  thorn  from  both  sides 
of  the  gap,  so  that,  if  possible,  they  should  meet  in  the 
centre,  and  be  fiastened  down  to  the  ground  with  some  pegs 
that  have  hooks,  and  a  nick  or  two  cut  in  the  layers  to 
make  them  nut  out  young  shoots.  All  the  roots  and  rub- 
bish should  DC  well  forked  out,  and  the  hedge  kept  clesn, 
or  the  tender  shoots  will  not  grow.  When  free  from  hedge- 
row trees,  it  would  be  perhaps  the  best  plan  to  dig  and 
manure  the  land  in  the  gaps,  and  plant  with  young  quick- 
wood,  at  least  if  the  thorns  should  not  be  long  enough  to 
reach  each  other.  I  have  aeen  some  very  old  bad  hedgea 
make  areat  improvements  by  this  way  of  management, 
although  it  is  veiy  seldom  anything  will  thrive  where  there 
are  many  trees  growing,  and  I  may  remark  that  nothing 
hindera  or  spoils  the  cultivation  of  a  farm  so  much  as 
having  a  quantity  of  hedge-row  trees,  especiallv  ssh  trees. 
Their  roots  being  so  near  top,  take  all  the  goodness  out  of 
the  soil,  besidea  breaking  the  implements  used.  Another 
plan  I  have  seen  adopted  is  to  lay  the  thorns  on  one  side 
of  the  roots  or  stools,  so  that  you  have  a  guard  fence 
dwnn^  the  time  the  ^onng  shoots  are  arowbg  up.  The 
objection  to  this  way  is  that  the  guard  fence  is  taJung  the 
greater  part  of  the  nonrishmenfe  the  old  roots  should  give 
to  the  young  shoots,  and  consequently  they  are  not  so  strong 
and  vigorous  u  they  should  be.  With  respect  to  the  best 
and  cheapeat  manner  of  forming  dead  fencing  for  thin  places 
and  gaps,  I  prefer  turnip  trays.  Some  years  since  I  booeht 
several  dozen  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Peterborough.  The 
cost,  indnding  railway  carriage,  was  2s.  Od.  each,  but  I  am 
told  they  cannot  now  be  had  for  the  same  price.  They 
were  made  of  riven  oak  heads,  hooped.  The  rails  were 
made  of  uh  saplings,  either  whole  or  split  down  the  middle. 
Trays  made  in  this  manner  an  far  better  and  much  more 
durable  than  those  made  of  sawn  wood.  I  had  them  in 
constant  use  for  the  purpose  of  putting  down  in  ms  and 
at  the  side  of  thin  places ;  the  labour  is  very  httle,  and 
they  can  be  soon  shifted  from  one  piaae  to  another  when 
required,  I  had  them  I  think  eleven  or  twelve  years,  and 
they  were  sold  when  I  left  n^  farm  for  within  a  trifle  of 
what  they  cost  when  new.  rerhaps  the  neatest  and  most 
durable  wood  fencing  is  what  is  called  railway  fencing,  made 
of  ibreifln  timber.  The  eapense  I  believe  runs  aoont  Is. 
per  yara  for  sheep  guarding,  and  Is.  4d.  per  ysrd  for  cattle. 
The  standards  are  driven  down  with  a  mell,  and  the  rails 
are  fostened  witl^  elipped  milsi    ?osts  and  rails  are  most 
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generally  lued,  the  cost  depending  much  upon  the  locality, 
Dnt  I  prefer  the  railway  fencing.  I  helieve  the  material  is 
▼ery  much  the  lame  price  as  the  raQway  fencing,  hut  the 
lahonr  in  putting  them  down  is  much  heavier  and  more 
expensive.  I  have  to  thank  you  for  listening  to  these  re- 
marks, and  I  hope  they  will  be  the  means  of  eliciting  the 
opinions  of  those  present  on  a  snbiect  which  is  too  little 
thought  about,  and  that  we  shall  be  able  to  learn  some- 
thine  by  mutually  communicating  our  ideas  to  one  another. 
The  CHAiiuiAir  was  received  with  applause.  He  said  he 
was  very  much  obliged  to  the  gentlemen  present  for  having 
drunk  his  health  so  cordially,  and  it  was  a  pleasure  to  him  to 
attend  the  piesent  gathering.  As  Mr.  Smith  had  said,  he  pur- 
posed making  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject  which  was  to  be 
brought  under  discussion.  He  had  to  ihank  Mr.  Bennett  for 
his  very  instructive  paper,  and  he  would  follow  him  in  offering 
a  few  remarks  on  the  same  subject.     He  was  very  fond  of 

i'umpiog  over  farm  fences  at  a  certain  season  of  the  vear,  but 
\e  also  took  equal  delight  in  rearing  and  training  fences,  as 
they  should  be  upon  everv  farm  and  estate,  for  in  his  humble 
opinion  nothmg  improvea  the  look  of  a  farm  so  much  as  neat, 
well-kept,  and  well-shaped  hedges,  and  he  might  also  add  good 
gates.  He  meant  nicely  painted  gates,  well  hung,  and  capable 
of  being  opened,  if  required,  without  a  person  riding  having 
to  dismount  his  horse,  or  being  obliged  to  strain  his  muscles 
in  attempting  to  lift  them-f-gates  not  fastened  by  an  old  halter 
or  a  broom  handle.  He  was  deviating  from  his  subject,  but 
whilst  on  the  subject  of  gates  let  him  add  that,  hunting  as  he 
did  every  day  in  the  week,  on  every  side  of  the  country,  he 
saw  the  most  remarkable  gates  and  fastenings ;  and  he  oould 
assure  them  he  often  tnvieA  the  owners  the  brains  they  must 
have  in  inventing  such  fastenings ;  and  he  often  thought  what 
a  pity  it  was  that  they  did  not  turn  their  powers  of  invention 
to  better  account.  But,  to  return  to  our  farm  fences :  Some 
twelve  years  ago  it  occurred  to  him  that  many  acres  of  estate 
were  wasted  by  growing  wide,  crooked  old  fences,  full  of 
hedge-row  timber,  and  much  of  it  of  no  value  whatever.  He 
therefore  made  up  his  mind  to  stub  many  of  them  up,  and  to 
throw  small  fields  together,  so  as  to  have  a  few  large  enclosures 
instead  of  many  small  ones.  He  found  it  a  slow  and  tedious 
process,  and  also  an  expensive  operation ;  but,  being  fortu- 
nately blessed  with  a  set  of  tenants  all  anxious  for  improve- 
ments, with  their  assistance  he  had  succeeded,  and  he  might 
sa^  that  his  tenants  and  himself  had  stubbed  and  grubbed  up 
miles  of  old  hedge-rows.  In  this  way  they  had  thereby  im- 
proved their  farms  and  his  estate.  In  this  way,  as  many  pre- 
sent well  knew,  the  look  of  the  country  had  been  changed. 
With  their  permission,  he  would  now  tell  them  the  system 
adopted  with  regard  to  planting  quickwood  and  rearing  it.  In 
the  first  place,  the  planting  of  new  quicks  on  the  site  of  the 
old  fence  was  carmully  avoided.  It  was  then  trenched  18 
inches  deep  by  thirty  wide.  If  planting  on  sward  land,  the 
aods  were  first  pared  and  then  chopped  into  small  pieces  and 
thrown  back  into  the  soil.  The  quickwood  was  next  planted 
in  a  single  row  as  soon  after  Ohristmas  as  possible,  and  left 
for  one  year.  After  allowing  it  one  yearns  growth,  it  was  cut 
off  close  to  the  ground,  and  it  then  put  forth  very  many  shoots, 
which  grew  strong  and  well.  In  the  third  spring,  the  tall 
shoots  were  cut  down  again,  carefully  leaving  the  lateral 
branches,  which,  of  course,  spread  ont,  and  make  a  good  thick 
bottom.  The  fourth  year  and  every  subsequent  year  it  was 
allowed  to  rise  about  a  foot,  and,  by  training  it  in  this  man- 
ner, and  shaping  it  like  the  English  capital  letter  A,  it  became 
a  good  sheep  fence  between  ploughing  fields  in  seven  years, 
andajfood  fence  between  grass  fields  in  ten  years,  and  not 
requiring  any  guard  fencing.  He  measured  one  on  his  farm 
on  the  previous  day.  It  was  nine  years  old,  and  was  five  and 
a-half  feet  high,  whilst  at  the  bottom  it  was  exactly  six  feet 
in  width.  In  rearing  farm  fences,  the  g.eat  secret  he  had 
found  was  to  keep  the  quickwood  well  cut  down  the  first  four 

{ears,  so  as  to  grow  thick  at  the  bottom,  and,  above  all,  to 
eep  it  clean  and  well  protected  from  sheep,  especially  lambs, 
which  would  iignre  it  as  much  as  hares  or  rabbits.  He  con- 
sidered it  a  waste  of  time  and  money  to  attempt  to  get  up 
young  quickwood  fences  where  there  was  much  ground-game, 
it  being  impossible,  as  he  had  found  out  himself,  to  do  so  be- 
fore he  reduced  the  grount-game  upon  his  estate.     These 


Toung  fences,  when  seven  yean  old,  and  trained  in  the  way  he 
had  mentioned,  were  the  best  possible  protection  for  winged 
game,  as  they  were  narrow  at  the  top  and  wide  at  the  bottom. 
A  partridge  could  sit  close  to  the  quickwood,  perfectly  pro* 
tectod  by  the  side  or  lateral  branches,  which  covered  her  so 
that  no  dog  oould  get  near  her.  And  let  him  tdl  them  for 
their  information,  and  for  the  information  of  hindowuers  gene- 
rallv,  that  when  he  first  commenced  to  grub  up  these  old  fences, 
so  dear  to  all  gamekeepers,  that  an  old  and  excellent  keeper  of 
his  informed  mm  gravely  that  there  would  not  be  a  place  left 
for  a  bird  to  nest  in,  and  that  the  new  hedges  would  be  useless. 
Last  year,  however,  when  out  shooting,  he  came  to  a  new 
hedge  about  eight  years  old  on  one  of  his  farms,  and  this  good 
keeper^s  retrievers  could  not  extract  a  dead  partridge  from  the 
bottom  of  the  fence  into  which  it  had  fallen  in  consequence 
of  the  width  of  it.  The  keeper  turned  round  to  him  with  the 
remark  that  "  these  ere  hedges  are  the  best  for  birds  to  nest 
in  I  ever  saw."  The  man  was  converted,  and  lie  saw  and  was 
satisfied  that  he  had  done  right  in  the  course  he  had  adopted. 
He  said  nothing  to  the  keeper  in  reply  to  this  remark.  There 
were  several  present  who  knew  the  fences  on  his  farm  and 
estate,  but  should  anyone  whom  he  then  addressed  have  not 
seen  them,  and  would  like  to  see  for  himself,  he  should  be  rlad 
to  have  a  visit  from  him,  and  he  would  point  ont  to  him  hedges 
from  two  to  ten  years  old  which  no  other  estate  in  the  three 
ridings  could  beat. 

Mr.  CiLLDXR  said  he  had  recently  spent  an  hour  or  two  in 
riding  over  and  looking  at  the  Newburgh  estate,  in  company 
with  Sir  G.  0.  Womb  well,  and  he  could  say  that  he  never  saw 
better  gates,  and  he  had  not  once  to  get  off  his  horse  to  open 
one.  The  estate,  from  what  he  saw,  was  one  of  the  best  ma- 
naged he  had  witnessed  since  he  came  from  Scotland  to 
England.  The  hedges,  too,  upon  the  estate  were  verr  good. 
The  best  time  to  plant  a  new  hedge  was  in  November  and 
December,  or  in  February.  In  his  opinion  the  best  of  all 
hedges  was  a  stone  fence,  out  the  cost  was  great,  and  they 
C0U&  not  be  adopted  except  in  a  stone  country. 

Mr.T.  Scott  (the  Secretary  and  the  Vioe-Chairman)  quite 
agreed  with  Mr.  Calder  considering  that  one  of  the  most 
prominent  features  of  the  proper  management  of  an  estate  was 
good  fences  kept  in  proper  order  ai^  duly  cared  for.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  in  the  planting  of  quickwood  four  to  the 
yard  was  sufilcient,  and  that  six  to  eight  or  nine  was  far  more 
than  necessary,  and  when  planted  the  whole  of  them  would 
not  live.  The  quickwood  could  be  well  manured  for  three 
halfpence  per  yard,  and  this  treatment  was  the  means  of  get- 
ting up  the  fence  as  quickly  as  possible.  In  t^e  catting  of  a 
new  fence  it  ought  to  be  struck  upwards,  and  never  down- 
wards, and  the  proper  time  for  planting  was  to  his  mind  in 
October.  He  deprecated  the  system  of  cutting  down  and  lay- 
ing old  fences,  as  nothing  was  so  detrimental  to  the  thorn, 
which  was  in  fact  murdering  the  plant  itself.  Speakine  of 
guard  fencing  he  considered  post  and  rails  expensive,  as  uey 
were  rubbed  against  by  cattle,  but  the  American  fencing  was 
smooth  and  handsome.  No  estate  of  any  magnitude  oosbt 
to  be  without  a  saw  mill,  as  by  it  a  great  amount  of  timber 
would  be  made  available  for  fencing  which  otherwise  coold 
scarcely  be  sold  at  any  price.  It  was  to  the  interest  of  both 
landlord  and  tenant  to  have  good  fences  on  a  farm,  more  par- 
ticularly to  the  landlord.  The  keeping  of  the  bottoms  of 
hedges  perfectly  clean,  and  encouraging  the  lateral  shoots  to 
grow,  was  the  proper  means  for  securing  good  fences.  He 
agreed  with  the  hon.  baronet  as  to  the  importance  of  good 
rates  properly  hung.  Really  good  gates  were  scarce,  those 
that  would  readily  swmg  backwards  and  forwards  and  &hut 
themselves.  Many  of  them  drasged  upon  the  ground  and 
soon  became  out  of  order  and  destroyed.  They  wonld  not 
swing  easily,  and  farmers  who  had  such  gates  on  their  Ciniis 
were  riirhtly  served  if  they  found  them  left  open. 

Mr.  Jacob  Smith  spoke  of  railway  fencing  being  good,  but 
too  expensive.  As  a  guard  fence  there  was  nothing  so  good 
as  oak  posts  with  a  single  line  of  rails  in  front  of  an  old 
hedge,  by  which  cattle  were  kept  from  injuring  it. 

Mr.  Beknett,  in  acknowledging  a  vote  of  Uianks,  said  that 
he  did  not  approve  of  stone  walls  as  fences.  Loose  stone 
fences  were  always  getting  ont  of  repair,  and  they  gaTC  the 
country  a  cold  and  bleak  appearance. 
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AORICULTUBAL    CUSTOMS. 


Ad  a^jooraed  meeting  of  the  Midland  Earmen*  Club  was 
hdd  at  the  Boyal  Hotel,  Ternple  Eow,  Birmingham,  for  the 
farther  coniideration  of  the  paper  on  Agricultural  CuAtoms, 
vhtch  vas  read  by  Mr.  W.  Fowler,  Jan.,  at  the  meeting  in 
April ;  Mr.  W.  Brewster,  President,  in  the  chair. 

The  discussion  was  resumed  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Masfea',  who 
had  reduced  his  remarks  upon  the  subject  to  writing.    He  was 
most  anxious  to  know  the  views  of  Mr.  Eowler  and  gentlemen 
oTkis  profession  upon  the  following  points ;  Firsts  Is  the  ge> 
nerahty  of  land  farmed  well?    Does  it  produce  as  much  as  it 
u  capable  of  doing  P    What  is  the  percentage  of  farms  not  di- 
rectly handed  down  from  one  occupying  member  of  a  family 
to  another,  which  are  left  in  a  good  and  desirable  state  of 
coltivation  and  condition  ?    Next — ^What  are  the  means  of 
securing  that  desirable  state  alluded  to  P  by  whom  must  that 
expense  be  borne  ?    And  are,  or  are  not,  existing  agreements 
tending  to  the  encouragement  of  good  husbandry,  or  to  the 
depreciation  of  the  land  duriag  the  last  few  years  ot  the  occupa- 
tioD  ?    It  must  be  admitted  that  those  who  expend  liberal 
sams  in  manure  and  feeding  stuffs  farm  in  a  manner  to  make 
the  land  of  greater  ralue  than  when  those  apnliances  are  with- 
held; and  hence  the  cause  of  hearing  so  mucn  on  this  subject. 
He  would  give  a  simple  illustration  on  a  farm  of  400  acres — 
80  nass  and  820  arable.    He  would  contrast  the  grain  crops 
IB  their  respective  value  where  farms  are  left  in  good  condition 
vith  those  which  had  been  impoverished  during  the  last  years 
o(  occupation,  and  give  proposed  scales  of  compensation  nu- 
merically.   In  the  first  case  he  should  ^ive  the  scale  for  arti- 
&nsl  manurea  or  purchased  food,  assuming  that  ^£200  per  an- 
am  was  expended  for  food,  and  £200  for  manure.    Thispro- 
pntdto  nve  one-third  of  last  year's  manure  bills,  amounting 
oa  the  £200  to  £66  13s.  4d. ;  one  quarter  of  the  last  year's 
bit  one  purchased  food,  £50 ;  and  one-third  the  last  year,  £66 
iSs.  4d. ;  total,  £183  6s.  8d.    Now,  if  he  grew  one-half  quar- 
ter per  acre  more  wheat  and  barley,  and  sold  the  former  at  408. 
ud  the  latter  at  SOs.  per  quarter;  he  was  a  gainer  of  £96  1^. 
4d.  m  the  first  two  years  crops,  after  paying  the  in-coming 
tenant  the  amount  due  to  him  on  the  scale  referred  to.    The 
aext  icale  proposed  the  same  scale  for  foods  as  the  last,  but 
tvo-thirds  instead  of  one-third  for  artificial  manures  : 


Ose-qauter  last  year  but  one  for  food.., 

Oae-third  last  year  for  ditto 

Tvr  thirds  of  manure  bill  for  roots 


£60    0    0 

66  13    4 

138    6    8 


Total £260    0    0 

Xov,  if  he  grew  six  bushels  of  wheat  and  six  bushels  barley 
noie  under  this  scale  than  where  no  consideration  to  a  ouit- 
ting  tenant  was  made,  and  the  farm  had  been  impoverisheo,  he 
sold:  wheat,  £240;  barley»  £180;  total,  £4^;  amount  re- 
oeived  over  in-ooming  payment,  £170 :  a  good  return  for  his 
first  ontky.  The  next  was  Mr.  Cadle's  pnxe  agreement,  and 
it  gave  oa  £200  for  purchased  foods : 

One^aarter  hut  year  but  one £50    0  0 

One-half  last  year    100    0  0 

Ooe-third  last  year  but  one  for  purchased  ma- 
nures      66  13  4 

AH  the  but  year's,  provided  it  is  used  for  roots...  200    0  0 

Total    £416  13    4 

^ow  with  this  liberal  allowance  they  would  expect  to  have 
Ktter  crops  than  in  the  others ;  and  one  quarter  per  acre  ad- 
ditjooal  to  the  crop  on  an  exhausted  fiurm  was  a  very  mode- 
nte  auionnt  to  put  the  increased  crop  at,  which,  at  the  same 
price  as  the  other  scales,  wouhl  give 

£or  160  quarters  wheat  at  40s £320 

wr  160  quarters  barley  at  SOs 240 

Total  £560 

Hence  they  had  a  profit  of  £148  68. 8d.    They  would  see  the 


advantage  was  greater  in  the  second  illustration  than  in  the 
tliird ;  and  the  only  alteration  he  should  suggest  in  the  third 
was  that  the  allowance  for  purchased  manures  should  only  ex- 
tend to  the  last  year,  and  he  thought  the  returns  would  not  be 
materially  effected  by  the  change.  That  would  stand  thus  in 
the  table: 

One-quarter  last  year  but  one  for  cake £50    0    0 

One-half  but  year  for  cake 100    0    0 

All  the  last  year's  manure  200    0    0 

£350    0    0 

Tliusforwbeat    820    0    0 

„    barley 240    0    0 

£660    0    0 
Deduct 360    0    0 

Total  amount  in  first  two  years  over  amount  paid 
onentry  210    0    0 

The  amount  of  oompensation  should  not  be  a  matter  of  doubt 
or  litigation.  To  those  persons  who  doubted  the  desirability 
of  such  a  practice  being  more  generally  accepted,  he  would 
reply  by  asking  them  to  tell  him  how  the  kndlorid's  interes*« 
was  in  any  degree  iuterfered  with  or  encroached  upon  P  The 
landlord  vras  equally  interested  with  themselves.  He  secured 
a  class  of  tenants  he  never  had  before ;  the  country  at  large 
was  an  immense  gainer  by  the  increased  amount  of  native  pro- 
duce ;  and  the  auditional  amount  of  labour  required  to  carry 
oat  the  general  requirements  of  good  farming  must  tend  to  a 
benefidal  result  in  all  ways.  He  would  ask  how  bug  a  farm 
that  was  run  out  would  be  in  regaining  its  natural  producing 
powen  under  good  management  P  He  heard  from  some  of  the 
greatest  land  valuers  that  it  will  not  much  improve  from  the 
exhausted  state  for  eight  or  ten  years.  Now  the  tabular  state- 
ments which  he  had  given  had  reference  only  to  the  improved 
crops  of  the  first  two  years  of  the  new  occupancy,  and  showed 
a  net  gain  to  the  income  by  paying  for  food  and  manures 
so  as  to  retain  the  soil  in  an  unimpoverished  state,  de- 
monstrating beyond  all  power  of  contradiction  the  desirability 
of  preventing  exhaustion,  which  is  so  much  encouraged  by  the 
present  unsatisfactory  covenants.  Let  the  tenant  be  compen- 
sated for  all  improvements  which  have  been  effected  by  the 
landlord's  consent  (those  of  a  permanent  character  must  be 
paid  by  the  landlora,  as  his  land  is  worth  a  higher  rent  from 
the  same)  and  the  in-coming  tenant  should  pay  for  acts  of 
husbandry  and  unexhausted  foods  and  manures.  He  believed 
such  an  arrangement  would  be  fraught  with  unknown  advan- 
tage, not  only  to  the^owner  and  occupier  of  the  land,  but  to  the 
community  at  large.  Land  must  be  well  farmed  and  left  clean, 
and  those  who  did  not  so  leave  it  ought  to  be  made  to  forfeit  a 
sum  sufficient  to  repay  the  in-coming  tenant  (oi  the  additional 
outlay  which  he  had  to  make.  Under  the  old  and  general 
farm  covenants  he  would  impose  no  such  thing,  as  nearly  all 
of  them  tend  to  foster  bad  farming  in  every  way  during  the 
last  years  of  occupancy,  both  as  to  condition  and  cleanliness. 
In  this  he  was  aware  the  generality  of  the  most  thinking 
men  and  best  kndlords,  agents,  and  farmers,  agreed  with 
him.  The  one  great  thing  which  was  lost  sight  of  was  that 
when  a  farm  was  left  the  incomer  was,  in  tlie  majority  of 
cases,  called  upon  to  expend  large  sums  in  cleaning  and 
manuring  the  Und  before  ne  got  any  return  for  his  outlay. 
Would  not  this  be  more  advanta^nsly  met  by  the  farm  being 
returned  in  a  good  state  by  paying  the  off-going  tenant,  and 
thus  preventing  the  ii^ury  and  spoliation  that  arose  by  a 
tenant  having  to  take  out  of  the  land  that  which  he  had  put  in, 
because  he  receives  no  benefit  from  that  which  he  leaves  benind  P 
Corn  ^wn  and  consumed  on  the  farm  he  would  not  allow 
for,  neither  for  artificial  manures  used  for  the  growth  of  grain 
crops.  The  proposed  compensation  would  encourage  men  to 
farm  so  as  to  leave  their  occupations  in  good  order^  and  would 
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attract  capital  to  a  branch  of  oommarcial  enterpriae  which  has 
occupied,  and  ever  will  oocupv,  an  important  and  indispensable 
position  in  a  nation's  wealth,  prosperi^,  and  indenendence. 
Although  we  had  imported  annnaUy  daring  the  £ut  three 
years  £37,000,000  in  the  shape  of  grain,  and  £6,000,000 
worth  of  cattle,  besides  other  artidee  of  oonsomptlon,  our 
teeming  population  required  it  all ;  and  any  protracted  drought 
or  continuous  rain  caused  a  marked  difference  in  the  value  of 
agricultural  produce.  It  was,  therefore,  imperative  that  no 
barrier  should  interfere  with  the  best  returns  which  a  grateful 
aoU  is  ever  ready  to  yield. 

Mr.  Bbawn  regretted  that  the  landlords  had  not  manifested 
a  greater  interest  in  the  discussions  which  had  taken  place 
upon  the  subject.  It  might  be  that  they  were  apprehensive 
of  losing  something  by  any  changes  which  might  take  place  in 
the  present  system  of  customs  and  covenants  j  but  he  thought 
this  was  a  very  erroneous  view.  All  the  farmers  asked  was 
tiuit  they  should  be  encouragfed  to  cultivate  their  land  so  as  to 
increase  the  amount  of  produce,  and  to  employ  more  labour. 
One  Warwickshire  landlord,  however — ^Lord  Leigh— took  a 
deep  interest  in  the  question ;  and  he  was  sure  that  nobleman 
would  not  suffer,  but  rather  benefit,  by  the  graceful  conces- 
sions he  had  made  to  his^tenants.  He  was  glad  to  find  that,  with 
a  single  reservation  as  to  the  last  year  of  the  tenancy,  Mr. 
Fowler  was  not  in  favour  of  binding  farmers  to  any  fixed  sys- 
tem of  cropping ;  for  such  restrictions  would  never  make  a  bad 
farmer  into  a  ^>od  one,  and  he  had  seen  land  as  thoroughly 
exhausted  where  a  certain  rotation  was  insisted  upon  as  where 
the  tenant  exercised  his  own  discretion.  lie  was  afraid  Mr. 
Fowler  was  too  much  in  favour  of  the  six  months*  notice  to 
quit,  and  he  believed  that  a  twelve  months*  notice  would 
greatly  tend  to  the  improved  cultivation  of  the  soil^fSeveral 
voices:  "Three  years.^']  Building  should  be  erected  by  the 
landlord ;  and  if  it  was  inconvenient  to  him  to  lay  out  his 
money,  and  the  tenant  was  disposed  to  do  so,  the  latter  should 
be  allowed  to  erect  them  on  the  understanding  that  he  was 
repaid  by  the  landlord  at  a  fair  valuation  on  expiration  of 
tenancy.  Draining,  too,  should  be  done  by  the  landlord,  and 
interest  on  the  amount  be  charged  as  increased  rent  upon  the 
tenant.  In  regard  to  compensation  for  onexhansted  improve- 
ments, he  thought  it  was  desirable  the  Legislature  should  pro- 
vide that  all  duputes  should  be  decided  bv  arbitration ;  and 
that  a  public  umpire  should  be  appointed  to  decide  upon 
eases  where  the  arbitrators  appointed  by  the  respective  parties 
could  not  agree. 

Mr.  Kino  said  it  was  a  gross  iigustioe  that  the  law  should 
allow  a  heir  on  aucceeding  to  an  estate  to  turn  out  the  occu- 
pying tenants,  almost  at  a  moment's  notice. 

Mr.  FowLKR  said  that  the  stnngency  of  the  law  of  which 
Mr.  King  eomplained  was  considerably  modified  some  years 
ago. 

Mr.  HouaHTOv  said  that  since  the  repeal  of  the  Com  Laws 
every  child  bom  in  this  countij  had  been  fed  by  the  produce 
of  foreign  countries ;  and  that  if  landlords  did  not  themselves 
make  alterationa,  it  was  certain  that  alterataona  would  be  made 
for  them,  aince  it  was  dangerous  for  us  to  go  on  importing 
foreign  fbod  even  fkster  than  the  increase  of  population. 

Mr.  Mat  said  there  was  great  difficulty  in  stating  the  pr»> 
cise  amount  which  ought  to  be  awarded  to  a  tenant  for  com- 
pensation, but  all  must  agree  that  somethin|^  ought  to  be  done. 
He  thought  they  were  in  a  fair  way  for  arriving  at  some  deci- 
sion, since  the  discussion  of  this  topic  was  now  general  aU 
over  the  eountry.  If  in  the  face  of  low  prices  for  com  th^ 
were  to  go  on  spendmg  their  money,  they  must  know  nnder 
what  guarantee  they  were  doing  so.  He  did  not  whoUy  agree 
with  what  had  been  said  on  that  occasion  as  to  the  amount  of 
compensation.  The  phases  of  the  question  were  so  various, 
and  each  ought  to  be  considered  so  thoroughly,  that  he  thought 
it  would  be  hardly  possible  to  lay  down  any  particular  rule. 
ThOT  all  knew  that  the  amount  of  com  or  cake  consumed  very 
much  altered  the  value  of  the  manure.  Mr.  Lawes,  and  most 
gentlemen  who  had  made  it  a  matter  of  studv,  averred  that 
beyond  a  certain  amount  a  beast  did  not  assimilate  the  whole 
of  it.  But  if  yon  gave  a  beast  4dbs.  of  cake,  the  probability 
was  that  it  would  assimilate  more  in  proportion  than  if  yon 
gave  it  8lbe. ;  and  they  all  knew  that  our  best  fsedert— 4hose 
who  fod  for  show  purpoees — gave  an  extreme  quantity.  Now 
it  was  said  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  knowing  wfaethw 
a  man  had  consumed  all  for  which  he  put  in  a  demand.  Some 
aaidyoamnat  bring  voochert,  and  h«e  a  great  dif&oalty  would 


arise.    Still  they  must  have  Bone  arranged  plaa  of  oompea- 

sation,  which  must  be  left  to  the  dedsion  of  men  capable  of 

judging.    If  it  had  been  achieved  in  other  counties  it  could  be 

acSeved  in  this,  and  consequentiv  in  all  other  counties.    He, 

himself,  was  a  lease  man,  and  preferred  a  lease  on  liberal  tmni 

to  any  other  form  of  holding.    He  couM  not  see  why,  under  a 

lease,  the  land  shouhl  not  be  left  in  as  good  a  state  u  nnder 

any  other  kind  of  agreement.    The  six  months'  notice  was  a 

very  dangerous  thing  when  exercised  in  an  arbitrary  frshion. 

Mr.  T.  B.  W&IOHT  said  that  he  still  thought  the  qm- 

tion  before  them  should  be  discussed  upon  a  wider  and  more 

extensive  basis  than  it  had  hitherto  been.    So  for  u  thst  Onb 

was  concerned,  it  had  resolved  itself  into  tiiat  of  unexhauted 

improvements  only ;  and  it  certainly  vraa  to  be  regretted  that 

some  general  rules  on  this  point  had  not  long  since  beea 

arrived  at.    But  he  must  again  express  the  opinion,  thai 

whatever  scheme  of  compensation  they  might  establish  wooU 

prove  an  inadequate  protection  to  tenant-farmers  who  om 

their  forms  subject  to  either  a  six  or  a  twelve  months*  noUcs 

to  quit.    He  thought  either  long  leases  or  some  arrangemests 

of  a  similar  character,  would  alone  satisfy  the  requirements  of 

the  case.    The  atate  of  agricultural  afaiis  in  Ireland  had 

lately  attncted  pubUc  attention  in  an  extraordinary  degree ; 

and  in  one  province  of  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom, 

Ulster,  a  state  of  thhigs  existed  which  had  been  prodoctire  of 

the  best  resulU  to  both  landlords  and  tenanto.    The  Uhter 

custom   was  not  founded  upon  any  written  law  ;  bat  be 

believed  the  Ute  Earl  of  Berby  had  said  that  he  was  ai  mnch 

bound  by  it  aa  though  it  had  the  authority  of  an  Act  of 

Parliament.    A  recent  writer,  speaking  of  the  extraordinaiy 

prosperity  of  Ulster,  said:  "Strangers  see  in  the  north  of 

Ireland  a  province  in  no  special  way  fiivoured  by  Heaven,  with 

mder  air  andaleas  generoussoil  than  that  of  the  fertile  ^^d  nmnj 

south,  and  here  in  this  *  bUck  northern*  county  is  centered  aU 

the  prosperity  of  the  land."  He  did  not  know  whether  the  legiK 

htion  which  was  found  necessary  with  regard  to  Iretaad 

would  be  applied  to  this  country,  but  that  some  changes  m  tte 

tenure  of  land  were  necessary  there  could  not,  he  thought,  be 

a  doubt.    At  the  same  time,  it  would  be  unwise  to  relr  npos 

any  half  measures,  or  to  pretend  to  make  changes  when  m 

reality  the  olgect  was  to  keep  matters  very  much  in  thetf 

present  atate.    Every  one  must  be  satisfied  that  it  was  ab»- 

lutely  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  community  that  the 

land  of  Enghuid  should  be  made  as  productive  as  possible,  m 

should  employ  a  fair  share  of  the  hbour  of  the  oountn,  m 

it  would,  he  thought,  be  unwise  on  the  part  of  the  1ib<W 

interest  to  disregard  the  state  of  public  opinion  and  mP«w 

in  many  of  our  targe  towns.  But  although  he  ventured  to  urge 

that  compensation  for  unexhausted  improvements  was  by  so 

means  afi  that  was  required,  yet  nnder  any  circamstaafitt 

questions  of  this  kind  would  from  time  to  time  ansa,  and  ne 

thouffht  both  the  Clnb  and  the  agricultural  interest  gaien^^ 

wePBindebted  to  Mr.  Fowler  and  to  Mr.  Masfen  for  toe 

clear  and  able  manner  in  which  they  had  treated  the  anbje^ 

Mr.  Lowx  contended  that  the  fkrmerB  had  not  hitherto 

sufficiently  looked  after  their  own  interests.     He  shodd,  m 

doubt,  be  told  that  tamers  in  this  country  were  plwjrt  a  J 

peculiar  position,  by  i«ason  of  there  being  so  gre^a  desMuw 

for  occupations  j  but  since  they  were  dearrng  with  a  tm^ 

commodi^they  should  be  the  more  careful  as  to  the  oondrtww 

on  which  they  took  it.    By  their  ea«mess  to^tain  po«^ 

aion  of  forma  the  farmers  enabled  ttie  landlords  to  mm 

restrictions  and  exact  conditions  which  were  maniwtly  nwvr 

to  the  tenant.    What  was  wanted  was  a  f»ir  wj  ^^^ 

agreement  between  kndlord  and  tenant }  but  if  they  w"^ 

forkgislativeinterfefwicehe  feared  th^  would  for  •  m 

time  remain  in  suspense.  j  -i*i,  mwi 

Mr.  WniTEETOW  said  that  many  tenants  stood  witn  <JP 

hands  to  invest  their  mon«qr  in  the  land,  if  they Jitd jfnjw»»J' 

for  compensation,  which,  he  oontended,  they  '^^Jr^ 

not  as  a  fovout  but  as  their  right    He  hunpJf  had  soi»»«^ 

his  capital,  because  he  folt  he  was  doing  what  he  oogW  »^ 

as  Moecupier;  for  he  hdd  that  the  man  .w*»?  ^lif  bS 

nnder  his  charge  was  bound,  not  only  in  justwe  to  ««»»*'« -jj 

to  the  whole  country,  to  make  tiie  best  P««i^.t"f  J^Lbeen 

he  must  say  that  this  invertment  of  his  ctpitwhadoww  ^ 

to  him  a  snhject  of  very  anxiona  thought.  "^  hafl  cw«« 

many  aleepl^a  hours,  eso^udly  in  rpSard  ^  the  fi^g^, 

ing  up  around  him.    AU  forms  ought  to  be  »»2.  "^^  ^ 

fa^agiwiiMat»aiid  if  tliii  w«  the  cMe,  he  Wf^  "^ 
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prodaeeof  tfaelanduidUie  itock  which  it  ctrried  would  be 
almost  donbkd. 

Jfr.  JowLiB  nude  onlj  a  brief  reply,  in  which,  with  le- 
ferenee  to  the  diffienltj  which  it  wu  lappoied  tenants  would 
experience  in  making  out  dainu  for  compensation,  he  sng- 
gested  that  they  should  enter  ina  seperale  took,  or  place  upon 
a  s^ante  file,  the  accounts  on  which  they  based  their  daims. 
He  agreed  that  where  landlords  were  not  prepared  to  drain, 
or  to  cnet  buildings,  the  tenants  should  be  allowed  to  do  it  by 
an  agreemaitwhidi  was  equitable  to  both  parties.  As  to  the 
six  mowths*  notice  to  quit,  he  contended  that  much  might  be 
said  on  both  sidca ;  and  that  landbrda  did  lot  larm  out  good 
tBoanls,  fiir  they  were  not  over  plentiful.  He  did  not  think 
any  aQowaaoe  ahould  be  made  for  manure  used  in  the  growth 
of  eora  oops.  Speaking  genera]j(y,  with  rward  to  purchased 
manuiw,  he  thought  two-thirds  of  that  used  in  the  last  year 
aad  ome-third  of  that  in  the  year  before,  wouUL  be  about  a  fair 
allowaaee.  Concerning  com  and  cake  he  diould  say  one- 
third  and  one-sixth  respeetifelr  for  the  last  and  prerious  year, 
la  eoadwaion  he  said  he  would  submit  a  resolution  which  was 
noderatta  in  tone,  and  would,  he  thought,  be  agreed  to  by  all 
presenl.  His  friend  the  Chaiimaa  had  wished  him  to  go  a 
little  faither ;  but  as  probably  this  would  si?  e  rise  to  dis- 
eussioB,  for  which  the  hour  wu  too  late,  he  luul  preferred  to 
let  it  nnudn  in  the  following  form :  **  That  in  the  opinion  of 
this  meeting  it  is  highly  desirable,  both  in  the  interests  of  the 
Imdlord  mnd  the  tenant  that  a  flur  and  reasonable  aUowance 
thoold  be  made  to  an  outgoing  tenant  for  unexhausted  pur- 
thseed  ananurBe,  and  also  for  com  and  cake  consumed  upon 
the  ferm  within  the  last  two  yean  of  the  temu^y.'* 
Mr.lQarar  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  ear 
■oialy. 


9  motion,  which  was  eairiad  unani- 


TttBBOYAL  AGEICULTURAL  COLLEGE, 

CIBENOESTEB. 

Tbe  apring  lemioa  idosed  with  the  usoal  distribution 
nfdfploBBac,  oeitiAeates,  and  prises.  About  nine  o^doek  in 
tht  Boming  the  Tisitors,  professors,  and  students  assembled 
ii  the  College  Chapel,  ana  after  a  short  service,  adionmed  to 
the  theatre  of  the  institutioD.  Mr.  Holland  presided,  and  in 
fvnng  awny  the  prizes  each  professor  made  some  remarks 
apoB  the  work  which  had  been  done  during  the  past  seasioa 
ia  hia  own  droaitment. 

rrofaisor  WBXmmos  eiprassed  satisbetion  with  the  atten- 
tion  whieh  had  been  ^ven  to  agrieulton  proper,  and  spoke  of 
tbs  flowing  interest  in  that  very  praetiealnart  oi  agrionltural 
atodMB,  manual  work,  which  had  become,  he  might  say,  a  le- 
oqgniaed  institution  ai  the  CoUc^.  A  year  ago  the  attempt 
vaa  made  to  stimulate  interest  in  this  urectiou,  and  he  felt 
oonfident  that  the  laive  body  of  students  he  saw  before  him 
voold  bear  him  out  when  he  said  that  the  practical  work  on 
the  farm  now  oceopied  an  important  part  of  their  leisure  time. 
Professor  Chy}SCH,  after  a  fsw  preAitory  lemarks  re- 
garding the  prograss  of  students  in  ehenustiy,  |aTe  a  short 
epitoae  of  the  Tarions  su^ects  which  had  occupied  his  atten- 
tion in  the  lahomtory  danng  the  past  session.  He  had  de- 
voted mudi  time  and  care  to  ue  preparation  of  the  new  edition 
of  the  Laboratory  Guide.  The  whole  of  the  volume  w^  in 
trpe,  and  would  be  published  before  the  opening  of  next  session. 
The  Guide  has  been  doubled  in  siee,  but,  he  noped,  increased 
in  deamess  aa  wdl  as  completeness.  The  first  part,  entirely 
new,  consisted  of  82  lessons  of  chemical  mampulaftbn,  in- 
tended to  teaeh  praeticai  chemistry  in  a  way  flttea  finr  genend 
adoption  in  colleges  aad  schools.  A  series  of  experimeutal 
grsas  plote  had  been  arranged  in  order  to  test  the  results  of 
the  continued  application  of  certain  manures  to  definite  mix- 
tores  of  grass  aaddover  seeds :  a  series  of  sugar  determinations 
in  sugar  oeets,  taken  up  at  short  intervals  last  autumn,  had 
been  completed.  A  new  substance  (cyclopic  add)  had  been 
discuiered  in  the  Cydopia  Yogelli,  one  of  the  plants  used  by  the 
Afriean  Boen  for  tea ;  three  new  minenls,  interesting  from  a 
scientifie  point  of  view,  had  been  eiamined,  aad  the  nraal  work 
of  water,  maaun^  and  other  aaaityaas  had  basn  earried  on. 
After  aomersmaite  from  Profesaon  ]i*Bride  aad  M'Nab, 
the  Priadpal  spoke  of  the  ^enacal  good  conduct  of  the  students 
tbronghoat  the  doaing  session.  With  resard  to  what  Professor 
Wrisuaon  had  said  upon  practical  work,  ne  entirely  concurred, 
btit  he  would  ef  er  bold  the  opinion  tiiat,  valuable  as  a  know- 


ledge of  practical  (manual)  work  must  be  to  the  farmer,  the 
first  olgect  of  the  college  was  to  encourage  study  and  to  com- 
municate sdentific  knowledge.  Without  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree deprecating  the  importance  of  practical  work,  he  wished 
to  remind  them  that  it  must  ever  hold  a  subordinate  position 
with  regard  to  more  abstract  study.  While  speaking  upon  the 
point,  he  must  not  forget  to  acknowledge  the  most  kind  and 
earnest  interest  Kr.  Swanwick  had  taken  in  the-  encourage- 
ment, by  prizes,  of  interest  in  fkrm  work.  Mr.  Swanwick  had 
allowedf  students  every  fedli^  for  aeqniiring  practical  skill  in 
the  sheepfbU,  the  feeding  sheds,  and  the  fidds,  and  he  had 
given  a  urge  amount  of  his  time  in  dedding  who  was  the  most 
eligible  candidate  for  his  prizes. 

Mr.  HoLULND  apoke  at  some  length  upon  the  objects  of  the 
promoters  of  the  Colle^  and  the  success  which  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time  had  been  achieved.  He  also  drew  the  attention  of 
students  to  the  means  afforded  >y  the  College  Club  of  con- 
tinuing iu  after  life  friendships  made  while  at  college.  The 
Club  ought  to  become  every  vear  more  important  and  more 
useful,  and  he  hoped  to  see  a  laiwe  number  of  old  students  and 
oU  friends  at  the  approaching  Club  meeting  at  Oxford. 

Pour  candidates  for  the  diploma  then  reodved  their  oertifi- 
cates  of  membership,  namdy :  H.  Willett,  Lewes,  Sussex ;  J. 
Edwards,  Leamington;  K  Jackson,  Darlington;  M.  Gra- 
nados,  of  Mexico.  The  certificates  of  honour  and  prises 
having  been  distributed,  the  meeting  separated. 


SHEEP  WOERYINa. 

At  the  Yeovil  County-court,  last  month,  a  watchmaker  aad 
jeweller,  of  Yeovil,  named  Bobdl,  brought  a  chum  against 
the  son  of  a  farmer,  Mr.  John  Brooks,  to  reoover  the  sum  of 
£8,  the  value  of  a  dog,  which  the  defendant  had  shot.  It 
would  seem  that  some  time  in  April  last  a  Miss  Cook,  accom- 
panied by  the  dog,  wu  walking  through  a  field  of  the  de* 
^ndanf  s,  in  which  were  a  number  of  sheep,  when  the  dog 


ive  chase  to  a  lamb,  which  he  seized,  and  bcpan  to  worrr. 
~  Brooks,  jnn.,  at  uiat  nwment  came  out  of  his  house,  and. 


K      ..  . 

shouting  at  the  animal,  caused  it  to  leave  its  hoU  of  the 
lamb,  which  at  that  time  appeared  to  be  dead.  The  dog  had 
not,  however,  gone  for  beforeMr.  Brooks  shot  it  dead,  tfnder 
these  drcumstances,  the  action  was  brought  to  recover  the 
amount  above  named. 

On  the  part  of  the  defendant  it  was  not  for  a  moment  denied 
that  he  shot  the  dog,  but  it  was  contended  that  he  had  perfect 
right  to  do  so.  The  dog,  when  first  seen,  had  the  lamb,  whieh 
was  only  about  six  weeks  old,  on  its  back  ai  the  time,  and 
wu  shsking  it.  It  wu  impossible  to  have  shot  the  dog  before 
it  left  the  lamb,  or  in  aU  probability  that  would  have  been 
shot  u  well.  The  kisses  occasioned  to  Mr.  Brooks  by  dogs 
worrying  sheep  were  stated  to  be  nearlv  £100  a  year ;  and 
Mr.  Watts,  who  appeared  for  him,  argued  that  the  conduct  of 
the  defendant  had  been  perfectly  justifiable  in  order  to  ensure 
the  safety  of  the  sheep ;  and  he  quoted  an  opinion  from  Oli- 
phant,  in  support  of  his  case,  u  follows  :  '*  To  justify  a  perwn 
in  shooting  a  dog  for  worrying  his  sheep,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
prove  that  he  was  shot  in  the  act,  but  it  is  sufficient  if  it  ap- 
pear that  he  hu  been  aeeustomed  to  worry  sheep  and  could  not 
have  otherwise  been  restrained  from  doing  so.*^ 

On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  EUis,  who  reprbsented  the  plaintiff, 
argued  that  the  dog  having  left  the  lamb,  defendant  had  no 
ri^t  to  shoot  it. 

His  Hoaonr  took  a  similar  view  of  the  ease.  If  the  doff 
had  been  in  the  act  of  worrving  the  sheep,  or  if  he  had 
been  running  after  them,  and  they  could  not  have  escaped 
without  the  interference  of  the  defendant,  the  biw  would  pro- 
bably have  uphdd  him  in  his  act.  But  hen  it  seemed  he  nad 
waited  until  the  mischief  had  been  done,  and  he  killed  the  dog 
when  it  wu  not  necessary  tot  him  to  do  so  in  order  to  prevent  a 
reeurrenoe  of  the  attack^  for  the  dog  wu  going  away ;  and  that 
bda^  so  his  remedy  against  the  owner  of  the  animal  would  have 
la^  in  an  actioa  for  uamges,  and  not  in  killing  the  dog. 

Evidence  wu  then  given  u  to  the  vdne  of  the  animal. 
By  the  plaintiff  it  wu  stated  to  have  been  a  valuable  retriever. 
The  defendant  said  heshodd  be  sorry  to  be  seen  walking  about 
with  such  a  *'  mongrel**  after  him. 

Ultimatelv  the  judge,  Mr.  Saunders,  gave  the  plaintiff  a 
verdict  for  SOs. 
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CALENDAR     OF    AGRICULTURE. 


Drilled  crops  moat  be  thourougUy  cleansed,  by  scafil- 
ing  and  hand-hoeing,  so  that  no  weeds  are  seen  to  grow. 
The  intervals  of  the  drills  are  thoroughly  fallowed  by  the 
horse-hoe  repeatedly  applied,  and  the  ridglets  broken  and 
pulrerized  by  the  two-hand  hoeings,  which  thin  the  tur- 
nip plant  and  destroy  the  weeds.  Potatoes,  beetroot, 
and  cabbages  are  cleansed  in  the  same  way,  and  any  tall 
weeds  that  may  rise  after  the  last  scuffling  and  hoeing 
are  pulled  by  hand.  Before  the  haulm  of  ]K)tatoes  has 
grown  over  the  intervals  of  the  drills,  the  ridglets  are 
earthed  up  by  two  deep  and  heavy  furrows  of  the  double- 
mould-board  plough,  done  in  the  interval  of  10  to  14  davs 
apart,  the  plough  drawn  by  two  horses,  walking  two  drills 
apart,  with  a  main  draught-tree  of  6  feet  in  length, 
the  ridglets  being  3  inches  distant.  The  plough  moving 
in  the  intervening  hollow,  a  wide  scope  is  afforded  for 
throwing  a  deep  furrow  of  soil  over  the  sides  of  the 
ridglets,  in  which  the  tnbers  have  room  to  protrude  and 
swell.  This  finishing  process  of  a  deep  and  wide  tillage 
forms  a  very  chief  point  in  the  cultivation  of  the  most 
valuable  root  that  is  enjoyed  by  man  in  the  largest  va- 
riety of  purposes,  from  the  table  of  the  peer  down  to  the 
feeding  of  the  pig  and  the  peasant,  and  in  the  various 
conditions  of  boiled  or  steamed,  raw,  washed  or  dirty, 
nsed  alone  or  mixed  with  other  substances.  No  other 
root  permits  so  many  applications. 

Lay  lime,  dung,  and  composts  on  wheat  fallows,  the 
lime  being  previously  laid  in  a  longitudinal  heap  on  the 
headland  of  the  field,  turned  over  and  pulverized  into  a 
hot  causticity  by  the  application  of  water.  In  this  con- 
dition the  pulverulent  body  is  spread  over  an  extent  of 
ground  to  the  right  and  left  of  single-horse  carts,  by 
and  shovel  in  the  allowed  quantity,  and  harrowed  into 
the  ground  by  a  double  tine.  Another  method  places  the 
cinders  from  the  carts  in  small  heaps  on  the  ground,  and 
covers  with  earth,  and  spreads  the  lime  over  the  surface, 
when  the  rains  and  the  moisture  of  the  lengthening 
nights  have  dissolved  the  cinders.  A  recent  method 
breaks  the  crude  limestone  into  small  pieces,  which  are 
burned  into  cinders,  that  are  spread  over  the  ground, 
covered  by  a  fnrrow  of  ploughing,  dissolved  in  the  ground 
by  the  moisture  of  the  soil,  which  is  heated  and  the  tem- 
perature raised  by  the  warm  and  damp  exhalations  that 
are  emitted  by  the  process  of  dissolntion.  This  way  agrees 
well  with  the  doctrine  of  lime  conferring  its  benefit  to  the 
ground  by  the  caloric  of  the  incinerated  body  warming 
the  ground  and  raising  the  temperature,  which  is  very 
favourable  to  every  vegetable  life.  The  first-mentioned 
way  of  the  lime  being  in  the  condition  of  quicksilver  from 
a  fresh  dissolntion  of  the  cinders,  and  consequently  run- 
ning into  the  most  miuute  crevices  in  the  land,  spreads 
the  warmth  most  evenly  and  intimately  into  the  ground, 
and  coincides  more  fully  with  the  theory  of  the  warming  ef- 
fects of  lime,  to  which  there  is  the  strongest  probability 
attached,  and  rises  above  the  "  scieniia  media"  which  is 
above  conjecture,  and  bdow  certainty.  The  warming 
effects  of  lime  may  be  a  fixed  certainty,  which  are  most 
generally  lost  or  made  very  weak  by  reason  of  want  of 
quantity,  and  from  the  land  being  a  conductor  over  a 
fallow  ot  caloric,  depending  mainly  on  the  mixture  with 
animal  and  vegetable  remains.  Hence  arises  the  failures 
and  the  success  of  lime  as  a  manure. 

Parm-yard  dung  is  laid  on  fallowed  Unds,  cleaned  of 
weeds,  with  all  stones  removed,  and  the  soil  pulverized. 
Small  heaps  of  dung— from  12  to  15  two-horse    cart 


loads,  and  about  20  loads  of  single  carts  to  an 
are  spread  evenly  over  the  surface,  with  lumps  of  dong, 
broken  by  hand  and  fork,  and  covered  by  a  farrow  of 
ploughing.  A  lad  or  woman  may  follow  each  plough, 
and  gather  into  the  furrow  of  the  plough  any  piece  of 
dung  that  lie  on  the  surfieure,  having  escaped  the  coveiiog 
furrow.  The  nicer  ideas  on  the  subject  of  evaporatioQ 
lay  the  land  into  ridglets  by  one  furrow  of  the  commoD 
plough,  the  dung  is  spread  along  the  hollows,  and  covered 
by  splitting  the  ridglets  with  one  fnrrow  of  the  ploogfa, 
which  in  going  and  returning  opens  a  furrow  and  coren 
another.  A  cross  harrowing  will  be  required  to  level 
the  ground  for  the  seed  furrowing  of  the  land,  or  the 
ridging  of  the  land  may  be  done  across  the  line  of  the  leed 
furrows,  and  omit  the  harrowing.  In  the  applications  of 
farmyard  dung,  the  advantage  will  appear  of  the  stnws 
being  cut  into  short  lengths  by  the  steam-thrashing  ma- 
chinery. The  covering  in  the  land  will  be  rendered  more 
convenient,  and  the  mixture  will  be  more  complete  of 
straws,  urine,  and  solid  fsecs. 

Supply  to  work-horaea  and  cattle  in  the  yards  ample 
atores  of  vetchea,  which  will  be  the  green  meat  of  the 
farm,  and  will  consUtnte  a  good  food  from  the  poda  of  seed 
being  formed.  The  second  crop  of  clover  will  come  into 
use,  and  the  most  necessary  and  conatant  (quite  ponible) 
supply  of  green  meat  being  provided,  the  yards  will  be 
filled  in  summer,  making  dung  as  good  as  in  winter,  from 
horaea,  cowa,  cattle,  and  store  piga  voiding  much  nnoe 
and  mucilaginoua  fiecea.  Ample  littering  must  he  af- 
forded. 

Keep  the  draft  ewes  on  good  pastures,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  month  place  them  with  the  ram  for  early  lambs. 
The  lambs  of  the  year  must  have  a  good  maintenance. 

Carry  to  the  liquid  manure  tank  aiU  vegetable  aobstaooes 
in  a  reduced  bulk,  with  fine  eartha  and  acraping  ooliec- 
tiona.  Or  the  tank  may  contain  liqnida  only,  and  tke 
earthy  bodiea  may  form  a  dry  compoat  heap,  with  canstie 
lime  aa  a  aolvent  of  coarse  substances,  and  mild  lime  u« 
mixture  for  minute  substances.  This  heap  will  be  most 
useful  for  receiving  all  reducible  bodies  into  a  compost 

Sow  in  the  end  of  the  month,  on  stubble  ground  ofgood 
quality,  rye  and  tares  for  the  early  spring  use,  and  sow  on 
beds  of  well-prepared  land  the  aeeda  of  drum-head  cab- 
bagea,  kohl-rabi,  aavoya,  and  brocoli,  for  plants  to  be 
uaed  next  apring.  The  planta  require  to  be  transplanted 
into  linea,  to  prevent  ahooting  into  aeed  too  soon. 

Cut  all  tall  weeds  on  sides  of  roads,  and  on  ditch  hanks, 
before  the  seeds  are  ripe,  which,  being  light  and  feathenr, 
are  carried  by  the  wind  into  places  where  they  grow,  and 
give  much  trouble.  A  special  clause  of  agreement  should 
stipuUte  the  destruction  of  auch  pesta. 

Thia  month  conatitutea  the  general  aeaaon  of  the  bar- 
veat  of  grain  cropa  over  two-thirda  of  the  United  King- 
dom. In  the  earOeat  diatricta,  the  reaping  ia  condaded  b; 
the  end  of  the  month,  in  next  earUneaa  the  crops  are 
reaped  and  finished  by  the  first  half  of  next  month ;  whue 
in  the  farthest  northern  parts,  the  whole  bnsiness  m 
into  September  with  a  remnant  into  October.  The 
earliest  cuttings  permit  of  the  sowing  of  turnips  0^^°. 
ble  lands,  to  be  consumed  on  the  ground  as  sheep  few  in 
early  winter,  and  also  the  scuffling  of  the  gioond,  m 
the  burning  of  the  rubbish  for  winter  sowing  of  anitable 
plants,  and  of  pea  and  bean  grattans,  for  wheat.  Tae 
burning  of  the  surfiace  freshneaa  makea  a  good  manure. 

Wheat  is  cut  by  hand  sickle,  tied  into  sheares  of « 
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moderate  bulk,  placed  in  shocks  of  twelve  sheaves,  two 
of  irhich  in  the  northern  latitudes,  are  reversed,  and 
serre  as  a  hood  for  covering  the  shock.  This  precaution 
defeods  firom  rain,  but  retards  from  drying  after  the  stack 
bn  beea  drenched  by  heavy  rains.  Still  the  practice  is 
approred  of  by  many.  When  fully  dried,  the  crop  is  car- 
ried and  built  into  ricks,  or  lodged  in  barns. 

In  early  and  dry  climates,  oats  and  barley  are  mown 
hj  the  scythe,  and  dried  as  hay,  and  placed  in  ricks  or 
Ib  bams ;  on  being  turned  and  dried  in  the  swathe  for 
some  days,  the  crop  is  tied  into  sheaves,  carried  and 
lodged.  The  binding  suits  better  for  the  thrashing  ma- 
chiaery.  Peaa  are  cut  from  the  ground  by  hand  sickle, 
laid  into  small  heaps,  which  are  turned  over,  and  dried, 
and  carried  into  ricks  or  bams.  Beans  are  cut  by  sickle 
into  small  sheaves,  and  tied  with  straw  ropes  or  tarred 
twine,  which  last  may  be  preserved  for  several  years. 
The  cutting  of  the  crops  is  done  by  day  labour,  by  the 
acre  or  by  the  sheave,  as  may  be  most  convenient. 
But  in  general  day  labour  will  be  the  most  eligible,  and 
when  properly  directed  and  carefully  superintended  will 
aivajs  produce  the  best  execution  of  work ;  contract  ever 
leads  into  deception  and  quarrels. 

Reaping  machines,  which  are  known  beyond  description, 
are  employed  to  cut  grain,  and  have  attained  a  very  con- 
itderable  employment.  But  a  success  in  the  exceptional 
cafes  of  favourable  circumstances  is  not  by  any  means 
nffidoit  to  establish  a  practice  on  a  principle  for  general 
Qtility ;  a  majority  of  similar  results  is  most  easential  in 
all  inch  cases  of  application  and  performed  under  the 
SRBtest  poeaible  variety  of  circumstances  that  can  be  ex- 


pected to  occur.  The  original  cost  of  the  machine  is 
large,  and  consequently  requires  a  large  extent  of  farm 
ground  on  which  to  effect  its  reimbursements.  Hence 
its  ineligibility  for  small  farms.  All  wheels  require  a 
level  surface  on  which  to  run,  and  the  operation  requires 
a  crop  of  rather  strong  stems,  standing  close  rather  than 
thin,  of  uniform  height,  and  but  little  bent  from  an  up- 
right position.  The  application  is  awkward  by  the 
draught  power  being  attached  to  the  lateral  end  of  the  ma- 
chine, and  thus  requiring  an  open  cut  at  the  side  or  in  the 
middle  of  a  field.  The  physical  obstacles  of  uneven  sur- 
faces, hilly  grounds,  and  swelling  undulations,  along  with 
thin  crops,  and  a  frequent  break  down  from  heavy  rains, 
with  twisting  and  intertwining  by  winds  and  storms,  may 
confine  the  use  of  the  reaping  machine  to  the  benign  cli- 
mates of  South  Britain,  and  to  the  extreme  parts  of  it, 
with  a  very  partial  use  over  the  whole  of  Scotland,  and 
North  of  England,  owing  to  the  physical  and  adventi- 
I  tious  obstacles  that  have  been  mentioned ;  and  as  the  value 
or  utility  of  any  discovery,  invention,  or  calculation  is  not 
to  be  gained  till  time  has  sobered  the  enthusiasm  of  its 
advocates,  a  fair  inference  may  be  deduced  that  the 
cutting  of  grain  crops  may  remain  a  manual  operation 
notwithstanding  all  the  ingenuity  has  been  expended, 
that  will  appear  in  mostly  all  attempts  of  novelty.  The 
toothed  hand  sickle  continues  to  make  the  neatest  work  ; 
the  scythe  sickle,  though  easier  drawn,  and  with  less 
power,  cuts  the  stems  before  being  caught  by  the  hand, 
and  in  thin  crops  strews  the  ground  with  a  dirty  work  -, 
but  in  careful  handsthe  use  is  very  eligible  with  strong 
crops. 


CALENDAR    OF    GARDENING. 


KiTCBBN  Garden. 

Sow  the  main  crop  of  turnips — the  Early  Store  or 
Dntch— in  drills,  with  an  inch  or  two  of  good  manure, 
sad  a  pint  of  bone-dust  to  each  ban*ow,  three  inches 
^inetly  over  the  intended  rows ;  and  these  drills  should 
be  strnek  in  ridges,  formed  by  taking  a  little  of  the  earth 
from  tbe  ipacea  between  them.  Choose  an  open  spot  of 
W  outside  the  garden ;  for  turnips  rarely  prosper  with- 
in it.  Hoe  and  thin  the  pknta  as  they  grow,  till,  at  hut, 
they  stand  about  nine  inches  apart,  above  two  feet  from 
row  to  row. 

Sow  iu  the  first  week  the  main  crop  of  next  year's 
arly  cabbage — in  the  most  southern  latitude,  from  the 
6tb  to  the  10th,  in  the  northern  parts,  a  week  earlier, 
xcording  to  the  coldness  of  the  locality.  Water  the  drills 
before  sowing,  if  the  weather  be  dry. 

Sow  winter  prickly  spinach  twice,  in  the  second  and 
last  week.  Choose  mellow  soil,  moderately  rich,  like  to 
to  after  fresh  dug  early  potatoes.  Nitrate  of  soda  has 
bc^  proved  a  most  fertilizing  dress,  particularly  in  bind- 
ing gritty  loams — half-a-pound  scattered  over  a  pole  of 
30i  iqnare  yards  digged  in,  and  the  rows  a  yard  apart, 
»wn  as  the  digging  proceeds. 

Sow  endive  in  the  second  or  third  week. 

Sow  also  a  sprinkling  of  horn  carrot,  salads,  radish, 
uid  lettuce,  the  hardier  sorts,  and  onions  for  spring.  Sow 
cauliflowers  about  the  20th,  to  be  pUnted  under  gksses 
or  in  frames. 

IVansplaot,  at  various  times,  according  to  their  size, 
»twit,  well-formed  plants  of  cabbages,  brocoli,  savoys, 
and  BmaseU*  sprouts.  Incorporate  a  quantity  of  good 
manore  with  the  soil,  to  which  has  been  added  sulphate  of 
anunonia,  half-a-pound  to  a  square  pole.  Coleworts,  for 
Pwns,  in  the  same  manner,  twelve  inches  apart.  Celery, 
wrthe  latest  crop,  by  the  third  week.  If  the  weather  be  dry, 


apply  water  liberally.  Never  mutilate  the  plants  by  cut- 
ting the  leaves.  "  Earth  up"  former  plantings  tipielyand 
carefully.  The  spade  may  be  used  when  the  plants  are 
strong,  and  have  already  been  twice  earthed. 

Propagate  sweet  herbs  by  slips  and  cuttings.  Take  up 
garlic,  shallots,  and  onions  that  are  ripe. 

Destroy  weeds,  leave  none  to  spread  the  evil  by  seeding, 
and  the  most  sedulous  attention  is  now  required. 

Cut  vegetable  marrows  and  cucumbers  as  they  come  on, 
leaving  none  to  become  ripe.  Be  particuUir  to  gather 
French  beans  and  runners,  for  if  pods  ripen,  the  bearing  of 
edible  pods  is  checked  at  once.  "  Gather  beans  and  have 
bcans,'^  says  the  old  rule. 

Yruit  Department. 

Raspberries. — Attend  first  to  cut  out  the  brown  canes 
that  have  borne  fruit ;  then  take  away  slender  supernu- 
merary young  shoots — air  and  sun  will  thus  act  upon  those 
six  or  seven  good  canes  which  are  left  to  ripen.  Bum  the 
dry  canes  that  are  pruned  out,  and  scatter  the  ashes  over 
the  raspberry  beds.  Some  condemn  this  burning,  but  the 
earth  may  beneficially  receive  back,  as  soon  as  possible, 
the  inorganic  nits  thus  developed  by  fire. 

Spur  bearing  trees  on  espaliers  should  be  regulated 
very  early  by  cutting  back  or  snapping  the  wandering 
breast  or  spur  wood  one-third  of  their  length.  By  snap- 
ping the  sap  is  checked  and  diverted  to  the  lower  buds, 
whue  its  course  is  not  so  fully  and  suddenly  arrested  as  it 
is  by  amputation.  The  trees  are  for  a  time  rendered  un- 
sightly, but  as  all  must  be  cut  lower  back  in  a  few  weeks, 
this  is  a  mere  trifle,  if  the  benefit  alluded  to  be  taken  as 
a  "  set  off." 

Vines  may  not  be  shortened,  but  let  the  bearing  and 
succession  wood  be  trained  in  open  regular  order.  Cut 
off  to  the  lowest  bud  all  weak  laterals,  step  the  leaders, 
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and  thas  divert  all  tlie  power  of  the  main  ahooU  and 
leaves  to  the  perfecting  of  the  clnsters.  A  few  plants  of 
vines  may  grow  on  the  garden-wall  or  on  a  railing. 

Make  fresh  plantations  of  strawberries,  if  the  season  be 
not  dry  and  parched.  The  land  mnst  be  richly  prepared 
with  dang,  and  if  possible  with  a  mixture  of  fresh  soil 
from  a  vegetable  earth,  rotted  for  a  time  before  applica- 
tion. The  sets  must  be  healthy  and  strong,  in  a  dark- 
green  coloor,  with  roots  fibrous  and  spreading,  placed  six 
inches  apart,  in  rows  that  arc  one  foot  distant.  If  dry 
weather  continues,  apply  water  very  liberally  till  the  sets 


are  teen  to  have  atrock  root.  The  beds  may  be  six  feet 
wide,  and  the  rows  drawn  across  or  lengthwise. 
Flower  Gardxn. 
Attend  to  the  routine  directions  that  have  been  so  often 
given,  especially  to  the  gathering  of  manure,  from  large 
weeds  cut  and  chopped  into  the  tank ;  earths  and  drop- 
pings in  the  compost-heap,  with  earthy  matters  of  all 
kinds.  Now  re-pot  and  dress  any  auricula  plants,  and 
pot  off  seedlings.  At  the  end  of  the  month  transplant 
or  introduce  evergreens,  particularly  if  be  weather  be 
moist. 


AGRICULTURAL    REPORTS. 


GENERAL  AGRICULTURAL  REPORT  FOR  JULY. 

The  weather  daring  the  past  month  has  been  all  that  eoold 
be  desired  for  the  growing  crops,  and  all  cereals  have  made 
rapid  progress.  Wheat  has  improved  much  in  the  ear,  and  has 
come  rapidly  to  maturity.  As  we  write  the  harvest  is  general, 
and  the  results,  on  the  whole,  are  considered  satisiactor]^- 
No  doubt  there  is  a  decided  deficiency  on  light  and  ill-culti- 
vated soils,  but  the  fidling  off  will  be  made  |pood  by  the 
return  from  well-fiaimed  and  heavy  lands,  on  which  the  wheat 
plant  is  remarkably  good.  The  present  vear  has  afforded 
another  proof,  if  one  were  wanting,  that  a  dry,  hot  season  is 
the  best  suited  to  the  development  of  the  wheat  plant  in  this 
country.  We  have  this  year  experienced  something  more 
nearly  approaching  to  drought  than  lias  been  the  ease  within 
recollection.  The  dryness  of  1868  was  rather  owing  to  the 
great  degree  of  heat  than  to  any  long-continued  absence  of 
rain,  but  this  year  less  than  half  the  average  rainfkU  occurred 
dnring  the  first  six  months.  While,  however,  wheat  has 
flourished  under  this  state  of  things,  the  spring  com  crops 
have  been  very  differently  circumstanced.  Barley  and  oats 
at  one  time  presented  a  very  poor  appearance,  but  improved 
considerablvunder  the  influence  ot  ram.  It  is  surprising  that 
roots  and  toe  corn  crops  have  not  suiliBred  more  than  they 
have  done,  but  this  may  be  partiallv  explained  by  the  fact 
that  the  spring  was  cold  and  unnnial,  and  that  the  moisture 
was  retained  in  consequence,  and  not  dissipated  by  radiation. 

When  we  last  wrote  there  was  every  appearance  of  dull 
markets  and  declining  rates  ruling  for  some  time,  but  since 
then  an  element  of  the  greatest  uncertainty  hu  been  imported 
into  the  case.  The  deckiration  of  war  and  the  threatening 
upect  of  continental  polities  generally  have  had  the  effect  of 
causing  a  state  of  excitement  in  the  grain  trade  which  has 
been  rarely  equalled.  On  the  news  of  the  declaration  of  war 
by  France  against  Prussia  becoming  known,  a  panic  set  in  at 
Mark-lane,  and  the  most  extravagant  prices  were  demanded. 
The  prospect  of  the  partial  suspension  of  the  import  trade  and 
of  the  total  cessation  of  shipments  of  fine  wheats  from  the  Baltic 
induced  factors  to  hold  very  finnly,  and  millers  were  at  length 
compelled  to  pay  6s.  to  68.  per  qr.  more  money  for  English  wheat. 
A  similar  rise  took  place  in  the  value  of  foreign  wheat,  though 
in  the  case  of  American  red  wheat  the  improvement  was  as 
much  as  8s.  per  qr.  A  reaction  naturally  followed  the  state  of 
panie,  and  prices  receded  towards  the  elose  of  the  month  Ss.  per 
qr.,  leaviDff  whc«t  about  2s.  per  qr.  dearer  than  at  the  openmg 
of  July.  It  was  only  natural  that  the  fiavourable  harvest  pros- 
pects and  the  early  date  at  which  the  harvest  has  commenced 
should  influence  the  quotations  in  a  downward  direction. 

Although  the  hay  crop  in  the  South  of  England  has  proved 
very  unsatisfactory,  in  the  North  and  in  Scothmd  the  yield 
has  been  good,  while  the  prospect  of  a  second  cut  is  every- 
where encouraging.  In  Ireland  all  crops  have  prospered 
under  the  inflnenee  of  fine  weather. 

It  is  believed  that  feeding  stuffs  of  all  kinds  will  rule  firm 
in  value  for  some  time  to  come.    Large  quantities  have  been 

Surchased  on  French  account,  and  these  transactions  will  no 
oubt  be  carried  on  so  long  as  they  are  found  praeticaUe. 
One  of  the  most  unfortunate  features  of  the  war  is  the  fact 
that  the  crops  in  North  Oermany  are  outstanding ;  and  it  is 
believed  thai,  owing  to  the  depletion  of  the  labour  market,  a 
great  portion  of  them  is  doomed  to  destruction. 


The  aooonnts  from  the  hop  districts  were  never  better,  aud 
the  yield  is  looked  forward  to  as  an  nnpreoedentedly  large  one. 
The  bine  has  seldom  been  freer  from  blight,  and  towards  the 
close  of  the  season  the  weather  forced  on  its  growth  raoidlj. 
Consequently  the  hop  trade  has  been  in  a  state  of  totslios- 
pension,  and  values  have  remained  quite  nominaL 

The  wool  markets  suffered  much  by  the  withdrawal  of  French 
and  Oerman  buyers  from  the  market  and  by  the  cheel  tiut 
the  yam  trade  has  suffered  from  the  outbreak  of  war.  Prieei 
are  consequently  lower,  oolonial  wool  having  given  wa/  Id.  to 
2d.  per  lb. 

REVIEW   OF    THE    CATTLE    TRADE   DURIX6 
THE   PAST    MONTH. 

There  has  been  an  absence  of  any  important  feataie  in  the 
cattle  trade  during  the  past  month.  The  commencement  of 
hostilities  between  France  and  Prassia,  and  the  prospector  t 
curtailment  of  our  foreign  receipts  at  one  time  tended  to 
impart  strength  to  the  market,  and  to  promote  a  higher  run 
of  values.  However,  the  increased  liberality  of  the  aninb 
from  our  own  grazing  distiiets  eansed  a  reaction  to  set  in,  ud 
the  advanoe  was  lost.  Although  some  really  fine  stock  hai 
been  received  firam  Linoolnshire,  the  bulk  of  the  amTsh  bare 
come  to  hand  in  but  indifferent  condition.  Oertsiolj,  dsnaf 
the  past  week  a  tendency  to  improvement  hu  been  appuoti 
but  there  is  still  a  comparative  scarcity  of  choice  itoeL  u 
SooUand,  on  the  other  hand,  owing  to  the  plentifol  sopp^oi 
grass,  cattie  have  (kred  well,  and  the  few  beasts  which  wt 
been  sent  to  market  have  been  weU-eonditioned  aainsli.  As 
regards  trade,  really  prime  beasts  have  been  in  leqneit,  m 
have  at  one  time  made  6s.  fid.  per  81bs.  At  the  prnn^ 
moment  the  extreme  quotation  does  not  exceed  5s.  ^  i  *^ 
many  good  serrioeable  animals  are  beii^f  disposed  of  at  4s.  M- 
to  OS.  per  Bibs. 

The  show  of  sheep  has  been  equal  to  the  amsgs  sobr » 
numbers  have  been  concerned ;  but  the  quality  hss  seen  w 
middling.  Durinx  the  earlier  part  of  the  month  the  trtfe 
was  wMik,  and  there  was  a  tendency  to  tower  rates,  obd- 
sequently,  there  was  a  reactionary  movement^  and  the  ntoc  oi 
the  best  Downs  and  half-breds  recovered  to  5s.  4d.  to  fiMO; 
per  81bs.  Bn^  at  the  same  time,  transactions  hsre  hcb 
effected  in  good  breeds  at  6s.  per  Slbs. 

Lambs  have  been  quiet  and  wiUiont  change  in  nloe. 

For  calves,  the  supply  of  which  has  been  good,  then  Jtf 
been  very  little  inquiry,  and  the  business  doing  la  PP"" 
been  unimportant. 

The  hay  crop  in  the  southern  counties  hss  pw^f^  "ff 
deficient;  but  &rther  north  the  yield  hss  been  »■*  *  „ ' 
The  reeent  rains  give  promise  of  a  second  erop,  Mt  u 
case  will  It  be  heavy.  The  root  crop  promises  to  tnno" 
welL  On  the  whole,  so  fiur  as  can  be  discerned  frnaiiNK'" 
prospects,  fodder  will  be  scarce  dnring  the  winter  aioBtDi 

The  total  supplies  of  stock  exhibited  and  disposed  of  St  tbe 

Metropoditan  Ci^  Market  have  been  u  ibUo««: 
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COXFA&TBON  OT  Sl7P?LTX8. 

iheep  and  Lambi.  CilTee. 
4^486 
8,938 
3,117 
8.778 
6,757 
4,668 
3.822 
3,339 
3,532 
3,138 
8,609 
4,2" 


20,240  176,1 

m    24.312  195.260 

m    18,590  136,480 

m    21,710  158,990 

m    26,010  149,960 

1564    27,394  147,890 

1««3   24,070  169,870 

1S62    22,392  151,060 

1S«1    19,740  166,140 

1560    19,870  153,600 

1559    19,600  166,632 

1S38    20.468  164.922 

fae  wriTtls  of  boUocki  from  our  own  gnzing  dittricU,  as 
hU  is  from  Sootiand  and  Inland,  thnt  compare  with  the 
dine  prefioBi  yean: 

Ffon—  1867. 

Xoiblk,   Suffolk,  &o 2.500  1,800 

Liacolitthixe,Leioeatenhire,&o.,  2,860  6,600 

Other  put*  of  England 3,370  3,700 

SeotUiid   324  96 

IreUnd 80  170 


1,129 
1,360 
1,755 
2,420 
2,480 
3,140 
2,682 
2,632 
3.240 
2,428 
2,430 
3,290 


isk. 


July. 

1869. 

300 

6,300 

2,020 

47 

450 


JnlT, 
1870. 


1,100 

4,800 

2,800 

97 

120 


lltt  total  imports  of  foreign  ttoek  into  London  have  been 
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Sheep  and  Lambi.. 
Ctlres  

Pip 


1868. 
6,037 
24,906 
2,282 
2,316 


1869. 
8,784 
80.772 
4,669 
3.349 


1870. 
6,806 
37.991 
4,340 
3.230 


Beuto  have  sold  at  from  Ss.  2d.  to  6b.  6d..  sheep  38.  4d.  to 
^  6i,ls!abs  68.  4d.  to  78.,  calves  8i.  lOd.  to  6s.  6d.,  and  pigs 
k6<I.to  5i.  8d.  per  81bs.  to  sink  the  offal. 
CoKFABisoif  or  Pricxs. 


July.  1868. 
s.    d.    s.    d. 

July.  1869. 

8.     d.     s.    d. 

^^  ... 

3    0  to  5    0 

3    0to6    8 

M^ 

3    Oto6    0 

3    Oto6    8 

W 

6    0  to  6    0 

6    6to6    0 

V«l 

S    6  to  6    0 

4    6to5    8 

Pbrk 

...        3    2to4    4 

3  10  to  6    2 

The  dead  meat  markets  have  been  moderately  snnpUed  with 
ant  The  trade,  generaUy,  has  been  quiet.  Seef  has  sold  at 
^3s.  6d.  to  OS.,  mntton  3s.  Od.  to  5s.  2d.,  lambs  58.  to  5s. 
IQi.  veal  4t.  8d.  to  6s.,  and  pork  48.  to  68. 4d.  per  Slbs.  by 

the- 


AGRICULTURAL  INTELLIGENCE, 

FAIRS.  &c. 

BAXBUKT  FAIR.— There  were  a  good  many  sheep,  but 
jjl^Ben  seemed  sluggish,  the  best  bringing  about  Ss.  per  stone. 
The  sQpplj  of  catUe  was  not  large,  neither  was  the  business 

grot. 

PRIZES  AT  BASINOSTOKB  FAia-For  the  Urgest 
Hjui^her  of  theep  and  lambs  as  a  breeder,  the  same  having 
J^  >n  the  possession  of  the  exhibitor  prior  to  the  1st  of 
Jfweh  last,  a  pieee  of  pUite,  value  20  gs.,  to  T.  Moore,  Viables 
'VB,  near  Basingstoke;  to  the  breeder  who  shall  pen  the 
^ood  laigast  number,  a  cup,  value  6  rs.,  J.  Portsmouth. 
n«D«itx)ke.  For  the  best  pen  of  100  Hampshire  Down 
vether  Uunbs.  bred  and  fed  by  the  exhibitor  (the  breeding 
°^K  to  eoDsist  of  not  less  than  one-fourth  two-tooth  ewes). 
10  n.  to  A.  Bodd.  Overton ;  seoond.  6  gs..  J.  Wigg,  Basing- 
■^u.  For  the  best  pen  of  not  less  than  40  wether  lambs  of 
uy  breed,  bred  and  fed  by  the  exhibitor  from  a  flock  of  ewes 
■»t  exceeding  410,  such  pen  to  be  taken  in  proportion  of  10 
to  erery  60  ewes,  6  gs.  to  Q.  Twitchen,  Worting  Wood  Farm ; 
*^<"^i  3  gs.,  J.  Pahner,  Cliddesden.  For  the  best  pen  of 
«»»,  the  whole  of  which  shall  have  been  fed  by  the  exhibitor 
jfon  the  31st  of  October,  1869,  such  pen  to  consist  of  not  less 
wan  50  nor  more  than  100,  taken  in  proportion  of  10  to  every 
W  ewes  kept  by  the  exhibitor,  10  gs.  to  F.  Budd,  Hatch- 
J»nw.  For  the  best  pen  of  100  two-tooth  ewes  of  any  breed, 
f'^t  been  in  the  possession  of  the  exhibitor  from  the  1st  of 
;^«ary  last,  10  ga.  to  J.  Lum,  Preston  Candover.  For  the 
^pcn  of  100  wether  sheep  of  any  breed,  which  shaU  have 
"<A  u  the  powfiun  of  the  exhibitor  prior  to  the  Ist  of 


March  last,  5  gs.  to  J.  Wigff,  of  Skyer's  Farm ;  seoond,  3  ^., 
A.  F.  Bradby,  Preston  Candover.  For  the  best  Hampshire 
Down  ram  of  any  age,  6  gs.  to  J.  Moore,  Littlecot,  Pewsey, 
Wilts.  For  the  best  pen  of  not  less  than  five  Hampshire 
Down  ram  Iambs,  taken  in  projportion  of  2  to  every  100  ewes 
kept  by  the  exhibitor,  5  gs.  to  if.  Budd.  For  the  best  ram  of 
any  age  not  being  of  the  Hampshire  Down  breed,  5  gs.  to  Mrs. 
£.  CUft,  Sherborne  St.  John ;  second,  £2  lOs.,  JT.  Wheeler. 
Long  Compton,  Shipston-on-Stonr,  Oxfordshire. 

BOSTON  FAT  ShEEP  MARKET.— A  fiur  supply,  which 
met  a  tolerably  brisk  demand,  at  from  7d.  to  8d.  per  lb. 
There  were  several  buyers  from  the  North  present  again. 

BRISTOL  COLT  FAIR.— A  fiiir  trade  was  done.  30 
guineas  being  the  highest  price  realized.  There  were  some 
capital  Irish  nags,  and  thev  realiexd  high  prices,  from  40  to 
50  guineas  being  given  ror  first-rate  ones.  The  cart-horses 
and  mares  were  poor,  and  trade  was  dull  owing  to  the  short- 
ness of  keep. 

BROMYARD  FAIR.— The  snppiv  of  store  stock  was  venr 
small ;  but  small  as  it  was  it  was  fnfiy  equal  to  the  demand, 
there  bcdng  no  purchasers,  and  the  greater  part  being  driven 
home  unsold.  Cows  and  calves  were  more  plentiful,  but  for 
want  of  keep  only  a  few  changed  hands.  No  fiit  beef.  Sheep 
were  plentiful ;  fresh  ewes  brought  7d.  and  wethers  and  Umbs 
8d.  per  lb.  There  was  a  large  supply  of  pigs,  which  sold  upon 
easier  terms.  The  fidr  was  altogether  a  very  dull  one,  very 
little  business  being  done. 

FORT- WILLIAM  SHEEP  MARKET.— Glenfinnan  and 
Glenaladale  blackfaced  wethers  3is.,  Beach  blackfaced  lambs 
£11  15s.  per  clad  score,  Lettermore  blackfaced  wethers  £27, 
Acharn  black&oed  ewes  ig24,  slack  ewes  £14,  wethers  278., 
shot  lambs  £6,  Beneveicht  blackfaced  wethers  338. 6d.,  Achvhiir 
Duror  wethers  £23,  ewes  d612,  Achnaoone  wether  lambs  10s., 
mid  ewe  lambs  8s.  (shotts  deferred),  Aochintee  wethers  3l8., 
Appin  wether  lambs  9s.  9d..  Lundavra  slack  ewes  £17,  Inchree 
do.  £15.  Auchindaul  wether  lambs  £12,  Kenlochmoidart  three- 
year-old  wethers  308.,  Dalneas  do.  298.,  Keil  Ardgour  wethers 
£29,  Oomnan  ewes  £17.  Origan  two-year-old  wethers  £21, 
Frinisgaig  ewes  £12,  Mr.  Anderson's  Oak  Bank  Mull  Cheviot 
top  wether  lambs  £13,  South  Corrie  Kenloch  Gairloch  two- 
year-oM  wethers  £19  10s.,  shott  lambs  £4,  Kinloid  Arasaig 
wethers  £25,  Glenmore  Ardnamurchan  shott  lambs  £6,  Strath- 
mashie  and  Shirra  Beg  ewes  £18,  Moy  Lochaber  Cheviot 
wether  Umbs  £13,  Cruben  Beg  sisck  blackfaced  ewes  £17.  do. 
three-vear  old  wethers  £30.  Glennevis  ewes  £17  lOs.,  wethers 
£31  10s.,  Guischan  three-vear-old  wethers  £26  lOs.,  Bar 
Blaroch  Morrar  top  wether  lambs  £9  10s.,  Gorstenfem  Ard- 
namurchan three-year-old  bUckfaoed  wethers  £25,  Boliintin 
yeld  ewes  £26,  Glennage  Ardnamurchan  top  wether  hunbs 
£10  58..  cast  ewes  £4  lOs.,  shott  lambs  £6,  Kenloch  three- 
year-old  wethers  £33. 

GRANTHAM  FAT  STOCK  MARKET.  — A  very  good 
show  of  stock ;  business  dull.  Beef  Ss.  to  88.  6d.  per  stone, 
mntton  7d.''to  7\d.  na  lb. 

HORSHAM  FAHL— There  were  about  10,000  sheep  and 
lambs  penned.  The  highest  price  made  for  lambs  was  36s. 
for  a  pen  of  150.  belonging  to  the  Messrs.  £.  and  R.  Emery, 
of  Hnrston-phioe,  Stwrington.  This  was  4s.  per  head  higher 
than  any  other  sheep  in  the  fair. 

LINCOLN  FAT  STOCK  MARKET.— A  good  supply  and 
brisk  trade,  beef  making  8s.  to  98.  per  stone,  and  mutton  7id. 
per  lb. 

OVERTON  FAIR.— On  ordinary  *  occasions  60,000  to 
70.000  sheep  and  lambs  are  penned,  but  on  this  it  was  from 
10.000  to  15,000  short.  There  was  a  brisk  sale  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  day,  and  some  thousands  were  speedily  dis- 
posed of ;  but  later  the  sale  declined,  and  became  somewhat 
dull,  though  a  good  clearance  was  effectod.  Average 
lambs  fetohed  from  24s.  to  SGs.,  choice  from  308.  to  408.  Mr. 
R.  Awbery  penned  some  which  realised  37s.  each.  Mr.  F. 
Budd*8  100  ewes  fetched  66s.  Ewes  averaged  from  308.  to 
45s.,  and  wethers  from  388.  to  48s. 

PRIZES  AT  THE  OVERTON  (HANTS)  FAIR.— Tlie 
were  £.  Olding  of  Woodford,  T.  Gerish  of  Upton,  and 
[ooreof  Viables  Farm.  Basingstoke.  Best  pen  of  100 
wether  lambs,  Mr.  A.  Budd ;  best  pen  of  wether  lambs,  Mr. 
J.  Wigg ;  second,  Mr.  G.  Twitohen ;  best  pen  of  ewes,  Mr.  T. 
Budd ;  second,  Mr.  A.  Budd ;  best  ram,  Mr.  J.  Moore ;  best 
pen  of  ram  lambs,  Mr.  F.  Budd. 

ST.  BOSWELLS  f  AIR.--Ab  compared  with  the  prices 
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current  at  last  year's  fair,  those  obtaiued  to^ay  were  considera- 
bly up.  The  best  dass  of  Iambi  may  be  qnoted  at  from  29s. 
to  S69.,  and  the  second  lots  at  from  289.  to  ^Ss.  6d.  Last  year 
the  highest  price  was  Sis. ;  so  that  on  the  top  there  is  an  in- 
crease of  5s.^  The  general  advance,  would  range  from  3s.  to 
58.,  though  in  some  instances  a  greater  rise  was  reported ;  bnt 
thcD  when  this  oconrred  tlie  lots  were  considered  to  be  of  better 
(luality  than  the  lots  from  the  same  hirsels  were  last  year. 
This  market  was  not  a  very  profitable  one  for  dealers,  and  it 
was  onlv  from  farmers  that  information  as  to  prices  could  be 
obtamed. 

SALISBURY  SHEEP  FAIR  was  the  krgest  ever  held 
there,  about  10,000  sheep  being  penned,  which  was  about 
1,000  more  than  hist  year's  fair,  and  probably  2.000  in  excess 
of  the  average  number.  Trade,  however,  was  dull,  and  in  tlie 
course  of  the  day  lower  prices  had  to  be  submitted  to  in 
several  cases  before  sales  could  be  effected.  Good  useful  lambs 
were  sold  at  from  18s.  to  2os.,  superior  ones  realizing  aa  high 
as  49s.,  ewes  258.  to  35s.,  and  wethers  35s.  to  45s.  a  few  lots 
fetching  even  higher  prices.  Mr.  James  Rawlence,  of 
Bnlbridge,  sold  a  pen  of  100  splendid  ewes  to  Mr.  Bishop,  a 
dealer  of  Southall,  for  558.  a  head,  the  lot  having  carried  off 
Dr.  Lush's  prize,  as  the  best  pen  in  the  class  iu  which  they 
were  exliibited.  Mr.  Carpenter,  of  Lake,  obtained  428.  for 
the  pen  with  which  he  took  the  second  prize  in  the  same  class, 
and  Mr.  Walter  Young  sold  a  lot  which  did  not  take  a  prize 
for  43s.  Mr.  Reed,  of  New  Court,  obtained  358.  6d.  for  a 
very  good  lot  of  ewes.  Mr.  F.  Tabor  sold  some  lambs  for  SSs. 
Mr.  James  Rawlence  sold  his  fourth  lot  of  100  cull  lambs 
atSOs. 

PRIZES*  AT  THE  SALISBURY  SHEEP  FAIR.— The 
judges  were  J.  Marsh  (Stratford),  Mr.  Compton  (Fisherton 
Delamere),  and  Mr.  Att water  (Britford).  A  piece  of  plate, 
value  £5,  for  the  best  pen  of  improved  Hampshire  Down  ram 
Iambs  in  the  proportion  of  two  to  every  100  ewes,  kept  and 


put  to  tup  the  previous  year,  not  less  than  four,  nor  more  xhs. 
ten  lambs  from  one  flock  :  First  prize,  Mr.  Moore,  lielttoott; 
second  of  £3,  Mr.  Dibben,  Bishopstone.  A  piece  of  plate, 
value  £5,  for  the  best  pen  of  80  wether  Umbs,  bred  by  the 
exhibitor,  from  any  flock,  not  exceeding  400  breeding  ewes,  or 
of  100  lambs  from  any  flock  exceeding  that  number:  first 
prize,  J.  Fleetwood,  Coombe ;  second,  Mr.  Biggins,  Great 
Wishford.  A  piece  of  plate,  value  £5,  for  the  best  pea  of  80 
wether  sheep,  having  been  at  least  for  three  months  in  thr 
possession  of  the  exhibitor,  from  any  flock  not  exceeding  400 
wether  sheep,  or  100  from  any  flock  exceeding  that  namber: 
Prize,  J.  Hsrding,  Speckington.  A  piece  of  plate,  value  £5, 
for  the  best  pen  of  80  breeding  ewes,  good  on  tooth,  and 
having  been  at  least  for  six  months  in  the  possession  of  the 
exhibitor,  from  any  flock  not  exceeding  400  breeding  etres,  or 
of  100  from  any  flock  exceeding  that  number :  First  prize,  Mr. 
Rawlence,  Bnlbridge :  second,  Mr.  Carpenter,  Lake.  A  piece 
of  plate,  value  £5,  for  the  best  Hampshire  Down  ram  of  uy 
age :  J.  Moore.  A  piece  of  plate,  value  £5,  to  the  largtst 
pcnner :  J.  Thatcher,  Stoford.  A  piece  of  plate,  valae  £0,  to 
the  largest  purchaser :  Mr-  Meakinir,  of  Cambridgeshire. 

SHERBORNE  FAIR.— The  threatened  rain  held  off,  and 
there  was  consequently  no  inducement  to  do  basineas  ia  the 
few  lots  of  sheep  offered  (about  half  tlie  usual  average).  Dcasii 
were  also  scarce  and  business  feeble. 

SLEAFORD  FAT  STOCK  MARKET.— A  very  large  and 
first-class  show  of  fat  beasts,  which  were  sold  at  a  shade  less 
than  the  extreme  rates  of  last  week.  Good  show  of  sheep, 
which  met  with  a  brisk  trade.  Beat  beef  realised  from  9s.  to 
Os.  3d.,  second  quality  from  8s.  3d.  to  8s.  9d.  per  stone ;  mutton 
from  7id.  to  8d.  per  lb.,  lambs  from  25s.  to  358.  each. 

SPILSBY  FAIR.— There  was  only  a  small  namber  of  fit 
beasts,  which  sold  readily  at  9s.  per  stone ;  well*fed  sheep  made 
8d.  per  lb.  Store  beasts,  of  which  there  were  several  oif  good 
qnahty,  were  a  drug,  and  oottld  not  bo  converted  into  cash. 


REVIEW    OE    THE    CORN    TRADE 

DURING   THE   PAST   MONTH. 


The  mouth  commeDced  with  refreshing  showers  which 
soon  left  their  mark  upon  the  meadows,  though  not  heavy 
or  of  long  continnaoco,  but  after  the  first  week  hot  dry 
weather  returned,  and  cat  off  the  hopes  of  a  second  crop 
of  grass,  though  greatly  facilitating  the  maturity  of  the 
corn.  Some  quantity  of  oats  has  already  been  gathered, 
also  of  peas,  barley,  and  also  Talevera  wheat,  and  we  are 
brought  to  the  eve  of  our  general  gatherings.  These 
prospects  at  the  outset  of  the  month  began  to  curtail  the 
late  advance  occasioned  by  foreign  exports,  but  suddenly 
a  war  cloud  has  burst  upon  us  from  the  nation  needing 
our  supplies,  exciting  a  panic  on  the  Stock  Exchange  and 
poducing  on  our  corn  markets  a  scene  of  wildness  that  re- 
minds us  of  former  times.  On  the  third  Monday,  the 
entire  aspect  of  prices  was  changed  for  every  description 
of  com.  Wheat  then  rose  6s.  to  7s.,  and  nearly  all 
spring  corn  2s.  to  38.  The  latter  has  sustained  its  then  value, 
but  the  wheat  trade  only  one  week  after  the  budden  and 
heavy  advance,  showed  symptoms  of  a  reaction,  and  Eng- 
lish became  so  dif&cuU  to  sell  that  prices  could  not  be 
considered  mpre  than  nominal,  holders  of  foreign  consent- 
ing to  a  reduction  of  28.  to  3s.  per  qr.,  with  but  little 
doing  at  that-  Very  large  sales  of  floating  cargoes  were 
made  at  the  advance,  and  as  things  now  look  these  pur- 
chases have  a  prospect  of  leaving  a  loss,  but  the  chapter 
of  accidents  now  that  war  has  commenced  and  harvest  is 
coming  on  may  set  matters  right.  Rumours  have  now 
become  so  much  the  order  of  the  day  that  prices  have  been 
quite  unsettled,  hut  after  all  the  nominal  rates  are  not 
extravagant,  and  may  yet  he  surpassed.  The  Government 
reports  of  the  crop  in  America  represent  the  wheat  har- 
vest as  being  about  six  million  quarters  less  than  in  1869, 


and  from  California  less  is  to  be  expected  than  previonslj 
received.  So  our  range  of  prices,  independently  of  mJ 
political  calculations,  docs  not  seem  likely  to  be  alowooe, 
more  especially  as  spring  corn  will  be  deficient  sod  dar, 
and  hay  still  more  so.  They  are  in  full  harvest  in  Frsoce, 
but  scarcely  an  average  is  expected,  nor  is  it  in  many  p«rtt 
of  Germany  where  the  long  and  trying  winter  did  mncn 
damage.  War  may  greatly  add  to  this,  and  so  none  can 
divine  for  the  future,  while  we  would  sincerely  hope  that 
our  own  country  will  keep  clear  of  the  tremendoos  conflict 
expected.  The  prices  ktely  quoted  abroad  were  »s  fol- 
lows: White  wheat  at  Paris  648.,  red  608.;  whiUit 
Bordeaux  528.  6d.;  wheat  at  Courtrai  (Belgium)  5*8.. 
at  Liege  60s.,  Antwerp  and  Brussels  628.,  mixed  Polish  »t 
Amsterdam  66s.,  white  Zealand  at  Rotterdam  63«.,  m^i 
at  Ilambro'  478.,  Wahren  BOs.  6d.,nt  RomanshornoTs.  W- 
at  Porrentruy  56s.,  at  Stettin  45s.  to  SOs.,  atPesthfine 
red  to  46s.,  at  Cologne  545.  free  on  board,  fine  new  « 
Danzic  608.  cost  freight  and  insurance,  fine  old  to  ws. 
c.  f.  and  i. ;  soft  at  Algiers  53s.,  hard  468.;  No.  i  i^' 
waukie  at  New  York  48s.  cost  freight  and  insurance  ptf 
4801bs.  „ 

The  first  Monday  in  Mark  Lane  commenced  on  sffl*!! 
supplies  of  English  wheat,  with  only  moderate  amj«s  oj 
foreign:  The  show  of  fresh  samples  from  Essci  and  hefl| 
was  vcrv  scanty,  but  with  favourable  weather  trade  wi 
dull,  at  a  decline  of  Is.  to  28.  ner  qr.  The  sale  of  forwi^ 
was  also  very  limited,  and  all  descriptions  wcrerediioefli 
value  to  the  same  extent.  Though  few  cargoes  were  J 
the  coast  they  were  more  than  snfiicient  for  the  demm, 
with  prices  pointing  downwards.  A  decline  for  a  w 
night  past  having  been  submitted  to  in  the  country, 
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zsen  in  some  places  resisted  any  farther  redaction,  bnt 
idli  there  irere  sellers  at  Is.  less  at  Sleaford,  Wakefield, 
Mtriet  Rtsen,  Stockton,  and  Gloocester ;  and  other  towns 
{ofidved  the  London  reduction,  as  Birmingham,  Leeds, 
Ipifieb,  Rotherham,  Wolverhampton,  and  Bristol ; 
LiBpool  ool/ gave  way  Id.  to  2d.  per  cental  for  the 
reek.  Wheat,  both  at  Glasgow  and  Ediaburgh,  gave 
wn  Is.  per  qr.  Native  wheat  at  Dablin  was  not  lower 
ht  Jsll,  foreign  was  6d.  to  Is.  per  barrel  cheaper. 

Ob  the  second  Monday  the  English  supply  was  small, 
bat  the  foreign  was  considerable.  The  show  of  fresh 
aapla  from  the  near  oonnties  was  very  limited.  The 
cirauD^tance  of  mmonrs  of  war  on  the  Continent  prevaU- 
icgiiTed  the  market  from  a  farther  fall,  which  seemed 
immioenton  Friday,  thongh  millers  were  not  eager  bnyers. 
Tfae  foreign  trade  hardened  from  the  threatening  state  of 
polities,  thoagh  bosiness  was  but  on  a  moderate  scale,  at 
tbe  preTions  Monday's  rates.  With  an  increase  of  car- 
^  off  the  coast  holders  were  asking  higher  rates,  which 
fffated  extensive  bosiness.  With  more  warlike  ap- 
pooDces  as  the  week  wore  on,  pai'tly  checked  by  the  near 
t/ipnach  of  harvest  and  very  fine  weather,  there  was  hot 
Lnik  difference  noted  in  the  eonntry  wheat  trade.  Thoagh 
foflie  places  where  war  was  supposed  probable  demanded 
lugher  rates,  others  who  did  not  credit  it  were  willing  to 
sake  lome  concession.  Liverpool,  always  excitable,  rose 
U.  OD  To-day  per  cental,  and  a  like  advance  was 
nlized  oq  Friday ;  and  on  that  day  in  London  there  were 
ievieHen  unless  at  an  advance  of  2s.  or  3s.  per  quarter. 
Gjugow  W88  again  up  Is.  per  qr.  for  wheat,  and  Edinburgh 
vu  aboot  6(1.  per  qr.  dearer.  Wheat  at  Dahlia  was  de- 
oWly  8d.  per  baml  dearer.  ^ 

On  the  third  Monday  the  English  sapplies  were  rather 
better,  ud  the  foreign  less,  though  good.  Few  fresh 
Bmpkgwere  exhibited  on  the  Essex  and  Kentish  stands. 
^  KWi  of  a  declaration  of  war  by  France  against 
PnoBi  nude  a  very  wild  market.  Holders  of  English 
tatidj  knew  what  to  ask ;  many  demanded  lOs.  more, 
»oe  |i.,  and  as  much  as  the  last  was  really  paid,  though 
the  avenge  rise  for  home-grown  qualities  could  scarcely 
be  stated  as  over  6s.  to  6s.  With  great  e;  variety  in 
foitigD,  and  a  possible  curtailment  of  aupplies,  as  much  as 
^.  more  was  in  some  instances  paid,  while  some  were 
ofcnQg  at  5s.  advance,  and  of  course  did  not  exceed  it. 
Bsanctt  was  in  fact  nearly  paralysed,  and  prices  very 
irregolar.  For  cargoes  afloat  5s.  per  qr.  increase  was 
demuded.  The  country  markets  this  week  were  in  some 
io^ces  wilder  than  London.  At  Bury  St.  Edmunds, 
finitol,  snd  Brigg  10s.  more  was  reported  to  have  been 
pud  for  fine  qndities ;  5s.  to  8s.  was  commonly  insisted 
OD,  and  the  more  moderate  pkces,  as  Hull  and  Thirsk, 
»o«4«.  to  5s.  dearer.  Liverpool,  after  a  rise  of  Is.  6d. 
{<r  cental  on  Tuesday,  gave  way  oh  Friday  3d.  per  ceutal, 
ttd  London  then  evinced  symptoms  of  reaction,  as 
Fnnce,  the  country  actually  at  war,  did  not  quote  such 
u>  advance  as  England.  Glasgow  was  Ss.  6d.  to  4s.  per 
Wl  dearer,  and  Edinburgh  nearly  as  much.  Dublin 
Boted  a  rise  of  3s.  to  48.  per  brl.  on  native  and  foreign 
»«nplci. 

Oq  the  fourth  Monday  the  English  arrivals  were 
moderate;  those  from  abroad  plentiful.  The  show  of 
frah  samples  from  Kent  and  Essex  was  limited  ;  among 
the  Utter  appeared  a  very  dry  sample  of  new  Talavera, 
Wd  at  $3s.  The  entire  trade  was  unhinged,  a  reaction 
haring  set  in  since  the  previous  Monday,  as  even  the 
frcQeh  maikets  had  not  ouivanced  so  heavily  as  our  own. 
Though  Monday's  rates  were  asked,  there  were  no  bnyers ; 
jnd  BO  prices  were  nominal.  As  regards  foreign,  some 
holders—who  in  the  previous  week  were  more  moderate 
^  their  views  than  others— were  able  to  sell  in  retail  at 
ahcnt  previoas  rates  ;  bnt  they  were  generally  28.  to  3s. 
P«qt.  lower. 


The  imports  for  four  weeks  ioto  London  were  18,197 
qrs.  English  wheat,  112,214  qrs.  foreign ;  against  14,946 
qrs.  English,  146,824  qrs.  foreign  for  the  same  period 
last  year.  The  London  exports  in  four  weeks  were 
23,650  qrs.  wheat,  6,498  cwts.  flour.  The  imports  iato 
the  kingdom  for  four  weeks  ending  July  16,  were 
1,945,632  cwts.  wheat,  309,682  cwts.  flour.  The  general 
averages  commenced  at  50s.  5d.,  and  closed  at  49s.  8d. 
Those  of  London  commenced  at  52s.  9d.,  and  ended  at 
55s.  6d.  per  qr. — showing  that  all  these  sales  had  been 
made  before  the  declaration  of  war. 

The  flour  trade,  which  had  previously  worn  a  dull 
aspect,  had  a  sudden  start  on  the  third  Monday,  when  the 
French  declaration  of  war  was  known.  Country,  as  well 
as  foreign  sacks  then  instantly  rose  4s.  per  sack,  and 
even  barrels  as  much ;  while  town  millers  put  up  the 
price  of  town  qualities  from  47s.  to  54s.  On  the  last 
Monday,  however,  there  was  a  great  calm,  and  holders  of 
country  and  foreign  sorts  were  ready  to  concede  fiilly  Is. 
per  sack  and  barrel,  or  even  more.  The  imports  into 
London  for  four  weeks  were  53,405  sacks  country  made, 
5,149  sacks  39,253  barrels  foreign,  against  66,647  sacks 
English,  21,716  sacks,  38,908  barrels  foreign  in  1869. 

The  supplies  of  maize  have  only  been  moderate  through- 
out the  month,  and  fine  qualities  have  risen  3s.  to  4s.  per 
qr.,  making  extra  yellow  worth  about  368.  and  extra  white 
37s.  The  imports  into  London  for  foar  weeks  were  22,141 
qrs.,  against  48,874  qrs.  in  1869. 

The  receipts  of  barley  of  our  own  growth  have  been 
exceedingly  small,  the  crop  being  pretty  well  exhausted ; 
but  there  has  been  an  increase  in  foreign  descriptions, 
chiefly  for  grinding  purposes.  This  trade  has  been 
animated  by  the  poor  accounts  in  some  places  of  the 
crops  and  the  lively  French  demand  which  has  taken  off 
9,570  qrs.  daring  the  month.  Nothing  can  now  be  had 
under  28s.  per  ^r.  for  grinding,  and  good  sorts  are  worth 
30s.;  but  maltmg  descriptions  were  only  of  nominal 
value.  The  imports  into  London  for  four  weeks  were 
564  British,  47,148  qrs.  foreign,  against  1,267  qrs. 
British,  14,811  qrs.  foreign  in  1869. 

The  malt  trade,  on  the  whole,  has  been  steady,  and 
after  losing  a  shilling  in  value  at  the  commencement  of 
the  month,  recovered  it  on  the  rise  in  barley. 

As  regards  the  oat  trade  the  first  Monday  commenced 
with  a  decline,  which  was  recovered  on  the  second  :  then 
came  the  declaration  of  war,  causing  a  rise  of  2s.  to  3s. 
per  qr. ;  and  the  Monday  following  brought  a  further 
increase  of  value  of  6d.  to  Is.  per  qr.,  from  the  effects  of 
the  drought  and  the  large  exports  to  France,  which  in  the 
month,  from  London  alone,  reached  to  70,205  qrs.  Coarse 
Russians,  weighing  381bs.,  have  become  worth  26s.  6d. 
per  qr.,  and  fine  Petersburg  29s.  Swedes  of  great  weight 
30s.  and  over.  The  imports  into  London  for  four  weeks 
were  2,177  qrs.  English,  1,060  qrs.  Irish,  213,081  qrs. 
foreign,  against  2,090  qrs.  English,  3,505  qrs.  Lrish, 
179,081  qrs.  foreign  last  year. 

Beans  throughout  the  month  have  been  in  moderate 
supply,  and  advanced  on  the  third  Monday  Is.  to  28.  per 
qr. ;  but  the  time  of  year  being  against  the  sale,  and  maize 
being  relatively  cheaper,  the  demand  has  not  been 
extensive.  The  j)oor  appearance  of  the  growing  crop 
serve,  however,  to  keep  up  values,  as  well  as  the  small 
imports.  The  London  receipts  during  four  weeks  were 
1,338  qrs.  English,  1,896  qrs.  foreign,  against  636  qrs. 
English,  1,520  qrs.  foreign  for  the  same  time  in  1869. 

Though  of  English  peas  the  supply  was  only  half  that 
of  beans,  the  foreign  arrivals  have  ktely  considerably  in- 
creased, chiefly  in  white  sorts  of  medium  quality  only  fit 
for  feeding,  from  the  Baltic  and  Montreal.  Such  have 
only  increased  in  value  aboat  Is.  per  qr.,  fiur  sorts  being 
worth  38s.  to  398.,  fine  boilers  to  428.  The  imports  into 
London  for  four  weeks  were  629  qrs.  English,  16,739  qrs. 
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foreigiij  against  126  qn.  Eng^h,  10,268  qn.  fordgn  in 
1869. 

The  arrirals  of  linMed  have  been  quite  on  a  small 
scale,  and  seem  likely  to  be  limited.  Prices  therefore 
have  advanced  2s.  per  qr.,  and  cake  from  the  drought  has 
increased  in  valoe  5s.  to  10s.  per  ton. 

All  sorts  of  agricultnral  seeds  have  been  held  at  high 
rates,  though  the  dry  weather  in  France  has  so  prevented 
the  sowing  of  trifolinm  incamatnm  that,  notwithstanding 
a  very  short  crop,  it  has  become  cheaper. 


OUSaBMT  PBIOBB  OF  BAITIBH  GRAIN  AND  FIiOUB 
IN  HABKLANX. 


^^^^                                                                  Bhfllliift  pw  Qurltf. 
WHIAT,  new,  Bsaex  ftnd  Kent,  white. (nominal)  63  to  60 

NorfbUc,  UnoolnaL,  and' VorlBBh../.r.*.I!i!!'.!!!i!!i!!!i!!!  S8  M 

BABLE7 88  to  86 OhevaUar 40  46 

erindinfir 81      U Diatilling 87  41 

MALT  (nominal),  leiex.  Norfolk,  and  Bnifolk 88  71 

Kingston,.WaraiVid  town-made 88  71 

Brown 40  66 

B7B                                                                                   86  88 

OATBV'BngUdil'SMd''2ifto"  86 

Bootoh,  feed 00     00 Potato...........  00  00 

Iriah,  feed,  white8S     87... Fine 96  90 

Ditto,  black 93      96 Potato 97  89 

BBAN8,Maiagan  ...4B      46 Tlcka. 48  46 

Harrow 44      48 Piffaon 40  64 

PSAB^  white,  boUera.40      441£aplo  44  to  46are7,new  40  49 

FLOuB,  per  sack  of  9801ba.,Town. HoaBehold«.nom.  48  64 

Country,  on  shore 87  to  39       „         41  49 

Norfolk  and  Boflblk.  on  ahore ^^ m...  86  88 

FOBEIGN  GRAIN. 

BiflllBei  pftr  QnKrtAv. 

WHEAT,  Dantaio.  mixed 65  to  66. extra. 60to69 

KSnigsberg 68      66 extm.....  66  68 

Boatock 68      64. fine 66  68 

Bilesian,  red 60      69 white ....  69  66 

Pomera.,  Meokberg.,  and  TJokermrk.  ...red 69  64 

Bossian,  hard, 44  to  46...Bt.  Petersburg  and  Biga  47  60 

Daniah  and  Holatein,  red  60    63 American  69  68 

OhiUan,  white  68 ...  Oalifomian  68  ...  Anatralian  68  01 

BABLSY,  grinding  90  to  34.... distilling  and  malting  37  43 

OATS,  Dutch,  brewing  and  Polanda  96  to  33 feed  99  98 

Daniah  and  Bwedish,  feed  96  to  98....  BtnUaund...  96  99 

Oanada9Sto96,Biga9ito  97,Aroh.94to98,P*8bg.  97  98 


TABES,  Spring,  per  qr small  88    47 large  47  60 

BBANB,  S^ealand  and  HoUtein 44  46 

KSnigsberg 40  to  46...Bgyptian 41  43 

PBA8,  feeding  and  maple...40     49...fine  boilers 40  48 

INDIAN  COBN.  white 83      36...7ellow 83  36 

FLOUB,  per  sack,  Frenoh..49     44...Bpaniah,  p.  sack  00  00 

American,  per  brl 93      96...extra  andd'ble.  96  97 

IMFBBIAL    AYEBAGES. 

For  the  week  ended  July  16, 1870. 

Wheat o     38,3181  qra.      48s.    8d. 

'Barley 6991    „         8U.    9d. 

1,428      „         968.    Od. 


COMPARATIVE    AVERAGES. 

WHEAT.                BABLEY. 

OATB. 

Tears.     Qrs.        s.  d. 

Qra.        a.    d. 

Qrs.       a.  d. 

1866...  89,481    ...64    0 

344   ...  33    6 

1,191    ...86    9 

1867...  97,883    ...66    1 

637    ...  36    1 

1,469  ...98    4 

1868...  96,642    ...66    0 

968   ...  87    4 

1,024    ...30  11 

1868...89.368    ...  60    9 

989    ...  39    0 

668    ...96    0 

1870...  38,318}  ...  49    8 

6991  ...  81    9       1,493    ...  96    6 

Fox  CHX  LlBf  Bzx 

Waaxsi 
June   11,  1870.... •.•..••.•*..•• 

June  18,  1870 

June   96,  1870 

July      9,  1870 

July      9,  1870 

July    16,  1870 

Aggregate  of  the  above  ... 
The  same  week  in  1869. 


AVERAGES 


Wheat. 

Barley. 

a.    d. 

a.   d. 

46     1 

83     1 

48     0 

89      6 

60     6 

33      6 

61     6 

39      0 

60     7 

80     8 

40      8 

81      9 

49      4 

89      1 

60      9 

89     0 

Oata. 

a.  d. 

99  0 

96  0 

96  1 

96  10 

96  8 

96  6 

94  10 

96  0 


FLUCTUATIONS  in  the  AVERAGE  PRICE  of  WHEAT. 


Pxioi 
608.  7d. 
618.  6d. 
60s.  6d. 
498.  8d. 
488.  Od. 


June  11.  June  18. 


June  26.|  July  9.    July  9.  July  16. 


BBTTTBH  BBBDB 
HuitAi»,  perbQBh.,brown  laa.  to  Ua.,*  wbito  19s.tollfl. 

OAJTAXT.perqr 6Qb.  681 

0L0TaB8XXD,red 648.  TQi. 

OoBXAxnxB,  per  owt. 91s.  221. 

Tijas,  winter,  new,  per  bnahel ...................     7s.    ta. 

Taxvon 868.  S6i. 

BTXttBASS,  per  qr. 2aB.  SOB. 

LarsxxB,jDer  qr.,  sowing  70b.  to  798.,  crushing  668.  6ta. 

LnrsaxB  Oaxxs,  per  ton All  68.  to  £11  lb. 

Bayxsxxd,  per  qr 768.  Bte. 

Bapx  Oizx,perton iB6  168.  Od.  to  £6  fis.  Od. 

FOBBIGN  BEBDB. 
OonAVsxx,  per  owt. ,.....,  91s.to2k. 

OABmA.WAT         , 488.    Ml. 

OiiOTXB8xai»,red64a.  to698 white   72s.  Sis. 

HxMvsaxs,  small  41a.  to  468.  per  qr....Dntoh   46s.  48b. 

Txatoa 908.  28f. 

BTxaxixs,  per  qr  96s.  80i. 

LiXBaas,  per  qr.,  Baltic  68b.  to  698...Bombay  6Ss.  6te, 

LzxsaxD  OiJKXs,per  ton £11  68.  to  £11  ISi. 

B^x  OAXX,perton £6  lOa.  0d.to£6  to.  01 

BivxaxxD,  Dntoh 79i.  7li. 


HOP  MARKET. 
Hid  and  East  Kents  £7    0  £0    6 


Wealds.. 

SoBiez 

Bavarians 

French , 

Americans 


6  0 
6  IS 
6  6 
6  0 
4    6 


Yearlings 1  10 


7    0, 

6  6 

7  7 
6  15  , 
5    6  , 
2  10  . 


..£12  I! 

..  8  0 

,..  6U 

...  9  0 

..  6  10 

,..  6  0 

..  S  10 


POTATO  MARKETS. 
BOROUGH  AND  SPITALFIELDS. 

English  Shaws   80s.  to  100s.  per  ton. 

RegenU 100s.  to  120s.    „ 

French 70i.to   OOi.     „ 


PMOBS  of  BUTTKB, 

BUTTBB,  per  owt.  t  a.  a. 

Doiaet 180  to  184 

Friesland 114  116 

Jeney 104  110 

Faxsx,  per  do8.  ...  16  17 

BACON,  per  cwt : 

Wiltshire,  green...  74  78 

ih,  f.o.b 


Iri8h,i 


,  70       78 


OHEESS,HAMS,^^ 

OHSEBB,  perowtt  i  <• 

OheahiiiC WtoM 

Dble.  Qlonoester... «  » 

Oheddar 7i  » 

American W  „. 

HAMS:  York,old...lM  lU 

Oiunberland.........l(tt  ^^\ 

Iriah,  new  .........  ^ 


:o 


116 


OIjASGOW,  (Wednesday  last.)— A  lai^  supply  of  cheeie, 
which  caused  sellers  in  some  cases  to  make  slight  conooaioBi 
in  order  to  effect  sales.  A  good  many  left  over  Bowli 
Cheddars  (old)  65b.  to  70s.  per  cwt.,  ditto  (new)  50i.  to  SSt.; 
Dunlops  (old}  03s.  to  698.,  diUo  (new)  48s.  to  62s. ;  ikix- 
milk  18s.  to  22s. 

CORDEROY  &  CO.*S  CHEESE  CIRCULAR,  Thnn&y 
Jaly  21.— Since  onr  Ust  circular  was  issued,  the  chief  topic  of 
conyersation  in  commercial  and  other  circles  has  been  the 
disastrous  news  of  impending  war  on  the  continent  of  Earojf. 
The  immediate  effect  of  the  tidings  upon  the  provision  oarut 
here  has  been  to  raise  the  value  of  bacon  and  pork,  in  anticiiK^ 
tion  of  shorter  supplies  from  abroad,  and  to  lower  the  pnoeoi 
Dutch  cheese,  of  which  large  quantities  are  being  horned  for- 
ward to  this  market.  What  further  resulU  will  foUoT  n 
cannot  venture  to  predict.  . 


POULTRY,  &c.,  MARKETS.— Goslinw,  Ss.  to  fei 
Ducks,  Is.  6d.  to  2s. ;  Irish,  Is.  to  Is.  6d. ;  Ducklinp,  Sa- 1« 
3s. ;  Surrey  Fowls,  4s.  to  Ts. ;  Sussex  ditto,  2s.  9d.  to  3s.  Mj 
Boston  and  Essex,  Is.  Od.  to  Ss. ;  Irish,  Is.  to  Is.  9d. ;  ^^ 
bits,  tame  Is.  to  Is.  6d.,  ditto  wild  6d.  to  9d. ;  Pigeons,  6d.  to 
Od.    Eggs,  best  8s.  6d.,  seconds  7s.  per  120. . 


ENGLISH  WOOL  MARKET. 
CvaaBiTT  Pbicbs  oi  EveusK  Woox.. 

FuBoas— Southdown  hogs  per  lb. 

Half-bred  ditto »• 

Kent  fieeoea *•*   »» 

Southdown  ewea  and  wethera...   „ 
Leicester  ditto  ,i 

BoBTS— Clothing,  piddook .«   »» 

Prime ........••.....*..•    $» 

Choice  M 

Super «• 

Combing,  wether  mat » 

Pioklook .1 


8.  d. 
1  0 


8.d 
tol  Oi 
1 

1 
1 

I 
1 
1 


•3 

1     1 


,  fmUA  b;  Ro|er8on  widTwford,««6,Str»»d,L«^»^'^ 
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PLATE  V. 
DT70HESS;    a   Prize    Polled    Cow. 


THE  PBOPBKTY  OF  MR.  B.  BEOVN,  OF  THURSFORD,  THETFORD. 


Doelieff,  a  red  polled  eow,  bred  by  Mr.  Benjamin 
Brown  in  the  sammer  of  1866,  and  conseqnenily  now 
fonr  yean  old,  it  bj  Tenant  IWrmer  ont  of  Hanaom.  At 
theneeDt  meeting  of  the  Suflfolk  Agricnltaral  Society,  at 
Sudbury,  Docheas  took  tbe  first  prize  of  £10  as  the  best 
eoff  in  her  class,  and  the  Silver  Cnp  as  tbe  best  of  all  the 
polkd  cows  and  beifers;  while,  as  oor  report  of  the 
oeedDg  ru,  *'  there  were  several  very  beautiful  specimens 
of  the  polled  Suffolk,  both  male  and '  female,  and  the 
jodges  honoured  the  lengthy  well-made  Cherry  Duke  with 
tlie  Cop  for  the  beat  boll  of  any  age  in  preference  to  the 
Shorthorn,  Monk,  who  did  not  look  in  high  form.  As 
they  did  this  with  the  Suffolk  buU,  surely  they  might 
htre  given  the  beaatiful  Duchess  the  Cup,  if  form  or 
qaality  hare  anything  to  do  with  it."  At  tiie  Norfolk 
Show,  at  Harleaton,  the  whole  class  of  polled  cows  was 
eoameoded;  and  at  the  Royal  Meeting,  at  Oxford, 
Boehen  could  get  no  nearer  than'  a  high  commendation. 


as  there  is  no  doubt  the  red  Polls  are  coming  to  be  more 
and  niore  appreciated. 

.  There  is  in  reality  no  difference  in  the  breed  of  a  Norfolk 
and  a  Suffolk  Poll,  though  none  are  considered  to  be  pure 
bred  but  the  whole  coloured  reds.  They  were,  however, 
originally  of  a  dun  or  Norwegian  pony  colour ;  but,  firom 
in-and-in  breeding,  and  dark  bolls  being  preferred,  they 
have  gradually  reached  to  a  deep  red— the  now  fisshionable 
tint.  The  Polls  have  a  high  character  as  a  milk  pro- 
ducing breed,  while  ihey' feed  well,  and  for  quality  of  beef 
are  said  not  to  be  surpassed  even  by  the  Highland  Scots. 

Mr.  G.  D.  Badham,  of  Bulmer,  was  one  of  the  first 
to  give  any  great  attention  to  the  merits  of  the  Eastern 
Counties  Polls,  and  his  boll,  Red  Jacket,  used  in  turn  by 
Lord  Sondes  in  Norfolk,  and  Cobnel  Tomline  in  Suffolk, 
was  alibost  as  dmoua  in  the  show  ring  as  Cheater 
Emperor,  or  that  distinguished  service  veteran,  the  white 
headed  Migor. 


PLATE   VI. 


EXPECTATION;    a  Pbizb  Hunter. 


THE      PROPBRTT     OF     SIR     WATKIN     W.     WTNN,     Bi.Bt,     M.P. 


Sxpeetation  comes  from  the  Emerald  Isle,  and  was 
^ooght  by  Sir  Watkin  or  Lord  Combermere,  of  Mr.  Mc 
Oane,  the  well-known  Dublin  dealer.  He  has  carried 
Sir  Watkin  four  seasons,  and  was  awarded  the  first  prize 
of  £80  at  Islington  this  year  for  the  best  weight-carrying 
haater  up  to  not  less  than  fifteen  stone  with  hounds,  with 
the  Gold  Medal  as  the  best  horse  in  any  of  the  hunting 
eltties^  beating,  among  others,  Iris,  the  Wetherby  prise- 
^om;  Harkaway  and  Tyreonnel,  seconds  at  Islington ; 
Bnia  Bora,  a  wdl'kaown  priic-tikor;  Heroine,  tha  first 
^^  light  wii|^  at  Itlkigton;  Conuade^the  selected 


four-year-old ;  and  Coxcomb,  a  prise  hunter  and  ladies' 
horse;  as  well  as  Loiterer,  who  played  third  to  The 
Heroine  in  the  light  weights,  and  was  not  placed  in  the 
weight-carrien  up  to  fifteen  stone,  but  afterwards  was 
proclaimed  the  winner  of  the  Badsworth  Hunt  Cup  at 
Wakefield. 

Expectation  is  a  rich  ehesnut,  standing  over  sixteen 
hands  high,  and  is  a  grand  square-looking  horse,  with  a 
deal  of  quality.  like  all  good-made  ones,  he  looks 
smaller  than  he  is,  and  when  going  collecta  himself 
together,  so  that  he  almost  gives  one  the  idea  of  a  short 
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hone ;  but  he  is  qnite  the  reverse,  as,  when  standing  np 
to  him,  he  is  reiy  lengthy,  covering  a  deal  of  ground,  with 
room  enough  for  half-a-dozen  twelve-stone  men  from  his 
withers  to  his  tail,  which  he  carries  and  feathers  like  a 
game-oock.  He  has  a  good  sensible  head,  in  the  right 
place,  with  nicely-laid  shoulders,  and  his  hind.legs  well 
under  him — three  great  points  in  a  hunter.  Then  he  is 
very  muscular  throughout,  and  adding  to  this  a  neat, 
strong  neck,  running  nicely  into  capital  hunting  withers 
aud  shoi^den  that  balance  well  with  his  great  quarten, 


a  very  deep  girth,  capital  back  and  middle,  standing  on 
a  short  leg,  with  kneea  and  hocks  near  the  ground,  and 
good  fbet,  we  have  aomathing  near  perfeetion  in  hnatiflg 
form.  His  fetlock-joints  tell  of  the  four  aeasou  that  he 
has  carried  the  welter-weight  of  Sir  Watkin ;  and  on 
this  account  some  said  he  ought  not  to  have  had  a  priie, 
but  would  have  given  it  to  some  perfectly  sonnd  hone, 
that  perhaps  had  never  done  a  day's  work,  and  that  would 
have  sunk  into  the  earth  at  the  sight  of  Sir  Watldn  ia 
•carlet. 


BEET    SUGAB. 

BY    CUTHBEBT    W.    JOHNSON,    P.E.8. 


It  appears  probable  that  the  production  of  beet-root 
sugar  will  soon  oe  much  more  extensive  in  England  than 
at  present.  There  are  considerable  indications  of  this  : 
our  knowledge  of  the  beat  mode  of  mannfaetnre,  the 
profit  to  be  derived  from  it,  the  value  of  its  refuse  or 
pulp  for  feeding  pnrposM  have  been  recently  wcdl 
discribed,  and  one  or  two  manuractories  established. 
The  amount  of  home  made  sugar  charged  with  duty,  and 
free  of  duty,  indicates  a  steady  inerease.  Thus  in  the 
last  three  years  is  was  as  follows : 

In  the  year   1867    1,707  cwts. 

do.         1868    12,800    „ 

do.         1869    29,234    „ 

And  yet  how  trifling  is  this  amount  of  sugar,  compared 
with  the  vast  quantity  annually  imported,  may  be  seen 
by  the  following  table,  which  is  extracted  from  a  parlia- 
mentary return,  and  furnishes  the  extent  in  cwts.  of 
imported  sugar  in  the  year  1809,  and  the  countries 
where  it  was  produced. 

ewU.    1,068.940 


Bngar,  Refined,  and  Sugar  Candy    

UMBJSJUrxp. 

1st  Oass 

2nd  Chus. 
Chiefly  fh)m  Britith  West  Indies    

„         Maaritins     

„         Caba  and  Porto  Bioo    

M            Total  from  all  Coantries  ..^ 
Srd  Class. 
Chiefly  from  British  West  Indies     

„         Britbh  India       

n         Maaritins 

„         Cuba  and  Porto  Rico 

„         Brazil 

„            Total  from  all  Coantries. . . . 
4th  Class. 
From  British  West  Indies 

„         British  India        

„         Maaritins     

M         Cuba  and  Porto  Rico   

„         Brazil    

„        Java  and  Philippine  Islands . . . 

H  Total  from  all  Countries... 

Tbtal  of  Unreflned  Soger        

MoLiasis. 
From  British  West  Indies  and  Ouiana    . . . 

„         Caba  and  Porto  Rico 

n        Olher  Countries 


148,521 

290,282 

223,410 

1,017,889 

2,167.642 

1,021,846 
95,164 
78,036 

1,001,496 
153,106 

2,746,280 

1,986,465 
874,618 
123,316 

1.070,733 

1,246,063 
782,163 

6,994,080 
11,041,428 

322,616 
628,607 
100,606 


Total        „  961,730 

The  amount  we  consume  per  head  of  this  enormous 
weight  of  imported  sugar  is  not  only  large,  but  steadily 
increasing.  In  tha  year  1656,  it  was  29  J2  lbs,  per  head ; 
in  I860,  it  had  increased  to  83.11  lbs.;  in  1$66,  to 
87.171b.;  and  in  1869,  tp  89,9?  lbs.  ^  for  ^verypwou 
in  our  Island,  ^  ^ 


In  the  year  1869,  the  following  amount  of  n^  wis 
consumed  by  the  brewers  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

England:  London     lbs.    20,939,791 

.        TheProvinoes      ...         „      18,194,001 

ScoUand         „         6S5,5» 

Ireland  „       2,281.flM 

Total  41,980,949 
The  chief  Continental  States,  where  a  very  cooiider- 
able  portion  of  the  sugar  consumed  is  made  from  beet- 
root, areFranee,  Germany,  Belgium,  and  Bauia.  lo 
the  year  1868,  887.186  acres  of  land  were  in  fnaee 
devoted  to  the  erowth  of  beet-root  for  sugar,  iiul 
14,181  acres  in  Bdgium. 

The  primary  and  most  important  brandi  of  the  nqwj 
is  the  proJU  to  be  derived  from  making  the  be^not 
sugar.  On  this  important  head,  at  a  recent  nsetiDgof 
the  Central  Farmers'  Club,  Mr.  James  Howsrd,  of  Bed- 
ford,  was  able  to  give  a  balance-sheet  of  a  ]»ip  Con- 
tinental manufactory.  He  obaerved :  "  I  wu  fortnialfi 
enough  to  obtain  a  debtor  and  creditor  aeeoant  o(  i  n^ 
factory  upon  the  Continent,  the  loeality  of  which,  ior 
obvious  reasons,  I  am  not  at  libertv  to  indicate.  Tie 
proprietor  is  a  large  farmer.  In  it  between  18,000  ud 
14,000  tons  of  roots  per  annum  are  made  into  sogv. 
The  total  expenditure,  exclusive  of  the  inteiest  upon  tie 
money  embarked,  was  £19,600,  the  total  receipts  iboot 
£88,000,  leaving,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  subjoined  itit<- 
ment,  over  £18,000  for  profit  and  interest  of  monef. 

SUMMABY  or  EZFENSSS  AND  RECEIPTS  OV  k  BXlT-aOOT 

SuGAE  Factobt  Duriko  Oxe  Yeae. 
Outing  Eaepetuet. 
14^000  tons  of  beet-root  at  factorv.  including  cartage, 
maintenance  of  carts,  seed,  at  198.  per  ton 

2^600  tons  of  ooal,  at  12s.  6d.  per  ton         

ISO  tons  of  coke,  at  248.  per  ton     

360  tons  of  lime,  at  8s.  per  ton        

12|  tons  granulated  chan»al  \  _.  •,,  ^-  x^_ 
2|    tons  powdsred    charcoal  J  **  *"  ^^  ^^  '" 

1,200  aacka 

1,600  filtering  bags  for  bydraalic 


£ 

13,300 

1,625 

160 

140 

160 


1^600  pulp  bags 
ando 


Cloth! 

Baskets  ,„ 

Workmen's  wages      ••• 

Salaries  of  manager  and  foremen  employed  all  the 

year  round 

Expenses  of  caniage  outwards^  and  in  conaeotion 

with  sales   ...        ...        ...        ...        • 

Oas     

Grease  uid  oil  for  lubrication  

Acids  and  soda  used  in  process  of  maanfactnre     .- 

Insurance       , 

Yarions  other  aspeases  lot  before  inelodel 


600 

80 
75 
Ifi 
70 
400 
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Medi^.  ie      s.  a. 

912  io!Mofnig»r,ftt226pertoii 29,800    0  0 

1»  toi8oriiigv,ft«eoraiity,alM01Oi. 

per  ton         6,387  10  0 

4^toiiaor8iigw,atiS6pertoii.M        ...  1.788    0  0 

1,0»H  tow.  29,809  10  0 

P«b,  2300  tons,  at  lis.  4d.  per  ton 1.688  13  4 

MoUmm,  105  tool,  at  15  per  ton    525    0  0 

»       105          at  je5  lOi.  per  ton        ...  677  10  0 

„       120          at  £7  per  ton    840    0  0 

Sena  used  M  mannre 50    0  0 


Outgoing  eip«Biei 


88,388  18    4 
19,585    0    0 


£18,808  13    4 

In  iddition  to  tHe  ragar  factoriei  I  hare  alluded  to  there 
are  immenae  nambert  of  distilleries  for  extracting  spirit 
from  the  beet.  In  France  the  nnmber  reaches  600.  The 
distilling  of  spirit  is  said  to  be  hr  more  profitoble  than 
the  mann&etare  of  sugar.  On  many  farms  both  pro- 
eenes  ire  earned  on,  and  a  few  years  ago — stimulated  by 
the  high  price  of  raw  spirit,  the  result  of  the  rine  disease 
— miny  sugar  fketories  were  converted  into  distilleries." 

The  descriptioa  of  beet  to  be  cultivated,  and  the  mode 
ofextrseting  the  sugar  in  Germany,  did  not  escape  Mr. 
Howard's  attention.  He  remarked  in  his  report :  "  The 
proeesies  pursued  in  the  sugar  factories  of  the  Continent  are 
Tcry  limple.  The  roots,  being  first  washed,  in  a  machine,  are 
dried  and  pulped,  the  juice  pressed  out  by  hydraulic  ma- 
ehioes,  followed  by  the  usual  refining  process.  At  a  great 
mann&ctoiy  at  Cologne,  at  which  150  tons  of  beet-root  are 
eosrerted  into  sugar  daily,  the  process  of  extracting  the 
lagar  is  unique,  and  far  more  perfect  than  at  the  other 
iactory  I  had  the  opportunity  or  inspecting ;  indeed,  the 
whole  arrangements  are  most  complete.  Every  depart- 
ment was  thrown  open  to  me,  and  every  process  explained 
without  the  least  reserve.  When  the  inspection  of  the 
Cictory  was  finished,  a  carriage  and  pair  bdonging  to  one 
of  the  partners,  was  politely  placed  at  my  disposal  for  a 
diiTe  round  their  extensive  larm.  To  return,  however, 
to  the  fugar-making :  Instead  of  extracting  the  juice  from 
the  palp  by  pressure,  as  is  the  general  practice,  the  pulp 
is  pat  into  a  kind  of  colander  placed  inside  a  cylindriciQ 
Tciiel ;  when  filled  the  colanders  are  put  in  action  by  the 
iteam-engine,  and  a  rapid  rotary  motion  is  imparted  to 
them.  The  juice  is  thereby  thrown  off  by  centrifugal 
force.  The  result  of  this  plan  was  said  to  be  that  2  to  8 
per  cent,  more  sugar  was  obtained  than  could  be  extracted 
bj  the  process  of  pressing.  In  Prussia  the  manufacturer 
his  to  pay  the  Government  duty  of  14s.  6d.  per  ton  on 
the  roots  instead  of  17t.  8d.  per  cwt.  on  the  sugar,  as  in 
IVance.  The  Prussian  maker  has  therefore  a  greater  in- 
dneement  to  extract  every  particle  of  sugar.  This  ar- 
nogement,  again,  has  led  the  Oerman  cultivator  to  be 
mach  more  purticular  in  the  choice  of  his  seed.  The  beat 
dcaeription  I  met  with  is  the  '  Improved  Vilmorin,'  pro- 
jngtted  by  M.  Louis  Vilmorin,  of  Paris,  who  claims  to 
hare  had  recourse  to  the  process  of  selection  and  the 
establiihmeut  of  pedigree  in  planto  long  before  Mr.  Hallett 
vu  heard  of.  M.  Vilmorin  informs  me  that  the  Vilmorin 
beet  is  more  hig^y  prized  in  Oermanv  than  in  France, 
and  aeoounte  for  it  by  the  fact  of  the  duties  being  levied 
lA  the  different  manner  I  have  described." 

The  sugar-beet  has  lately  been  thus  described  by  Pro- 
feaiorVoelcker  {Jour,  Roy,  Ag,  Soc.,  N.S.,  vol.  v.,  p. 

•48), 

The  white  Silesian  beet  is  the  kind  most  unproved  on 
the  Continent  for  ite  sugar-producing  qualities.  Good 
iQffar-beets  possess  the  following  characters : 

1.  They  have  a  regular  pear-shaped  form  and  smooth 


akin«  ^  Oarrot-like,  long,  toparing  roots  vn  coniidered  in* 
farior  to  pear-shaped  Silesian  beete. 

8.  They  do  not  throw  out  many  fibrous-branched  roots 
or  forks.  Forked  roots  are  difficult  to  clean,  and  not  so 
readily  pulped  as  well-grown,  symmetrical,  pear-shaped 
roote. 

8.  They  have  a  white,  firm,  and  dense  flesh,  and  dean, 
sugary  taste.  Such  roote  are  readily  reduced  to  a  fine 
pulp  by  proper  machinery.  Soft  and  spongy,  thick- 
skinned  rooto  are  always  more  watery  than  beete  of  a 
uniformly  firm,  hard,  and  close  texture. 

4.  Gkiod  sugar-beets  generally  weigh  firom  lilb.  to  21bs. 
Very  small  or  very  large  roote  are  not  usually  well-suited 
for  the  manufacture  of  susar.  Roote  weighing  under  ilb. 
are  firequently  woody,  and  besides  sugar  contain  too  large 
a  proportion  of  other  constitoents,  which  prevent  in  a 
large  measure  the  extraction  of  crystallised  sugar  from  the 
juice ;  whilst  roote  weighing  more  than  ^Ibs.  are  gene- 
rally too  watery  and  too  poor  in  sugar. 

6.  Good  sugar-beete  always  have  small  tops^  and  no 
tendency  to  become  necky. 

6.  Such  roote  do  not  show  much  above  ground,  but 
grow  almost  entirely  in  the  ground.  Boots,  the  tops  of 
which  grow  abovegrouud,  do  not  yield  so  much  sugar  as 
others  that  bury  themselves  better  in  the  soil,  for  the 
heads  of  the  roote,  being  exposed  to  light,  turn  greenish, 
and  yield  less  crystallizable  sugar  than  the  parts  covered 
by  the  soil.  Manufacturers  of  sugar  out  off  the  greenish- 
coloured  heads  of  the  roote  before  they  are  pulped,  and 
hence  much  waste  takes  place  when  beet-roote  grown  in  a 
large  measure  above  ground  are  sent  to  the  manufactory. 

7.  Generally  speaking,  the  higher  the  specific  gravity 
of  a  beet-root  the  more  it  is  esteemed  for  its  sugar-pro- 
ducing qualities.  Good  roote  are  considerably  more  dense 
than  water,  and  rapidly  sink  to  the  bottom  of  a  vessel 
filled  with  water. 

8.  The  expressed  juice  of  good  beet-roots  has  a  clean, 
sweet  taste,  and  a  specific  gravity  of  firom  1*000  to  1*070. 
When  very  rich  in  sugar,  the  specific  gravity  of  the  juice 
rises  above  1070,  reaching  occasionally  1075  to  1078. 

The  lou  of  food  for  stock  by  thus  employing  the  beet- 
root next  demands  our  serious  consideration.  By  this 
manufacture  the  cultivator  deprives  his  land  of  a  portion 
of  his  root  crop,  but  he  still  can  retein  the  pulp.  On 
this  question  Mr.  Howard  adds :  "  The  refiise  of  the 
beet-root  after  the  sugar  has  been  extracted  fonns  an  im- 
portant article  of  catUe  food,  and  is  held  in  high  estima- 
tion. About  18  to  20  per  cent,  is  the  proportion  of  pulp 
left;  the  worse  the  quality  of  roote,  the  smaller  the 
quantity  of  pulp.  It  is  preserved  in  deep  pite  genecally 
bricked  like  a  grave — ^very  often,  the  expense  of  bricking 
is  avoided — a  covering  of  earth  is  laid  upon  the  top.  The 
pulp  is  generally  consumed  within  the  year ;  but  if  well 
covered  up  it  can  be  kept  sweet  and  good  for  two  years, 
or,  as  I  was  assured,  even  for  three  years.  Much  con- 
troversy has  taken  place  both  as  to  the  relative  value  of 
nnlp  as  feeding  stuff  and  as  to  ite  real  money  worth. 
Many  practical  men  maintain  that  a  ton  of  pulp  is  equal 
in  value  to  a  ton  of  roots.  I  think  the  money  worth  is 
best  settled  by  the  price  it  fetches.  The  average  price  at 
the  factories  I  visited  will  amount  to  about  18s.  per  ton. 
Although  horses  do  not  like  it,  bullocks,  which  cannot  be 
fattened  on  the  root  alone,  can  and  are  sometimes  fattened 
for  the  English  and  foreign  markete,  without  any  other 
food  than  the  pulp.  Pigs  do.  well  upon  it  when  cooked. 
Sheep  will  eat  about  12lbs.  a-day  of  raw  pulp.  It  is 
unquestionably  more  easily  digested  than  the  root  itself ; 
but  cows  kept  upon  it  are  said  not  to  produce  much 
milk.'» 

The  composition  of  the  pulp  has  been  examined  and 
described  by  Professor  Voelcker  with  his  usual  care  and 
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otndoii  (Jour,  Bof,  J0,  Soc.,  vol.  vi.,  N.  S.>  p.  166). 

The  following  lie  xoand  to  be  ike 

ComporiiicH  of  Beei-rooi  Ptdp  from  LaveuMam, 

MolttunT. 70.11 

^AlbaminooB  oomponnds  (fleth-forming  matten) . . .     2.25 

Sugar  8.89 

MaeiUffe  and  pectiiiooi  oompouncU  1.93 

iKftMlible  oellnlar  fibre 16.18 

Wooly  fibre  (odUnkMe) 6.82 

Mineral  matter  (aah) 1.87 

100.00 
*CoQtaiiii]ig  nitrogen 861 

We  learn,  cnntinnes  the  Profesaor  from  the  preeeding 
analytieal  reaiilts : 

1 .  That  this  pnip  containa,  in  roand  nombera,  80  per 
cent,  of  dry  feeding  matter. 

2.  That  an  appreciable  amount  of  sagar  it  retained  in 
the  pnlp. 

More  sugar  probablj  was  left  in  this  residue  than  is 
usual,  owing  to  the  cirenmstanee  that  the  roots  were 
rather  flabbv  when  they  were  worked  up  for  sugar,  and 
in  that  condition  eould  not  be  grated  so  thoroughly  as 
fresher  bee  s,  and  the  juice  in  consequenoe  could  not  be 
squeezed  out  so  completely  as  firom  more  perfectly  rasped 
beeU. 

8.  That  a  large  proportion  of  the  fibre  is  readily  di- 
gestible;  and 

4.  That  beet-root  pulp  eontains  a  oonsiderable  propor- 
portion  of  albuminous  or  flesh-forming  matters. 

The  next  analysis  was  made  from' a  specimen  of  French 
pulp,  which  yielded  the  following  results : 

Compoiiiim  of  a  Specimen  of  Beet-rool  Ptifp  produced  in 
France, 

Moirtnn 70.88 

*Albaminon8  eompoundt  (flesh-forming  mitten) . . .    2.38 
Mmdlage,  peotinoos  eompoandt,  and  a  Utile  sugar    6.69 

Crude  cellular  fibre 16.43 

Mineral  matter  (ash) 8.72 

100.00 
^Containing  nitrogen 888 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  French  pulp  resembled  closely 
in  composition  the  English  specimen.  Both  contained 
about  the  same  percentages  of  water  and  of  flesh-forming 
compounds,  and  both  may  be  regarded  as  equaUy  useful 
for  feeding  purposes. 

In  a  second  specimen  of  French  pulp,  which  evidently 
had  been  kept  for  a  considerable  length  of  time  in  an  un- 
sheltered place,  I  found  a  good  deu  more  water,  as  will 
be  seen  by  the  subjoined  analysis : 

Compotiiion  of  Second  Sample  of  French  Beet-rooi  Pnlp. 

Moistare 77.10 

^Albuminous  compounds  (flesh-forming  matters) . . .     1.98 
Mnseilage,  peetiuous  compounds,  and  a  little  sugar    1.19 

Lactic  add 1.12 

Crude  oellilar  fibre 16.07 

Mineral  matter  (ash) 2.69 

100.00 
*Containing  nitrogen 89 

This  refuse  pulp  thus  contained  nearly  7  per  cent,  more 
water  than  the  preceding  one.  Its  taste  was  strongly 
acid,  and  on  examination  I  found  that  the  sour  taste  was 
due  to  lactic  acid,  of  which  the  pulp  contained  folly  1 
per  cent. 

When  beet-root  pulp  is  kept  for  any  length  of  time 
it  turns  decidedly  acid,  and  in  that  state  is  quite  as  much 
relished  by  cattle  and  sheep  as  when  fresh.  Practical 
feeders,  with  whom  I  came  in  contact  nudntain  that  old 
pulp  is  superior  to  new  for  fattening  purposes.  Be  Uds 
as  it  may,  the  Uictic  acid  which  is  generated  during  the 
time  of  keeping,  certainly  has  the  effect  of  preserring 


the  feedbg  qualitiea  of  the  pulp  and  of  renderiag  it  more 
digntible. 

Except  in  its  more  add  taste  old  pulp  Men  bat 
slightly  in  its  appearance  and  general  ehaiaetars  frosi 
new.  The  plan  of  preaerring  beet-root  pulp  in  t  good 
condition  for  feeding  purposes  is  extremely  simple.  All 
that  is  necessary  is  to  dig  a  trench  in  the  earth,  to  plue 
in  it  the  pulp,  and  to  pile  it  up  in  the  same  way  as  s  hnp 
of  mangolds  or  swedes,  and  to  cover  the  heaps  with  the 
earth  from  the  trench.  In  this  way  the  residoe  msj  be 
kept  for  years  in  a  good  condition. 

On  the  occasion  of  our  journey  to  Belgium  I  broogbt 
home  with  me  a  sample  of  old  pitted  pulp  which  had  been 
kept  for  about  one  year,  and  submitted  it  to  a  geoenl 
analysis.  When  it  wm  analysed  it  yidded  61.74  per 
cent,  of  water ;  but  as  it  no  doubt  lost  some  water  oothe 
road,  it  will  be  more  appropriate  to  represent  iu  com- 
position in  the  same  state  of  moisturo  as  the  spedmeo  of 
English  pulp,  which,  in  round  numbers,  contained  70  per 
cent,  of  water. 

This  spedmen  of  the  old  Belgium  pulp  accordiogljr 
had  the  following  composition : 

Compotifiou  of  Beimum  Beet-root  Pnlp  oneyeervil 

Moistare 70.00 

<*Albnmindus  oompoonda  (flesh-formtng  matten)...    2.43 

Digestible  fibre,  pectinoas  compounds,  &c 18  67 

Woody  fibre  (cdlulow!) «*5 

Mineral  matter  (ash) «« 

100.00 

^Containing  nitrogen ^ 

AUowiuffonly  little  for  the  superiority  of  sngsr  as  i 
fisttening  dement  of  roots,  the  ease  is  far  from  orantsted 
if  1  ton  of  English  sugar-beets  is  oonsidered  as  qninlent 
in  nutritive  properties  to  at  least  li  ton  of  coeuaon 
mangolds.  In  the  next  place,  let  us  compare  the  pre- 
ceding analyses  with  the  average  comparison  of  the  re- 
fuse pulp  from  beet-root  sugar  manufisctories.  lo  roood 
numbers  this  may  be  atated  with  auffident  icfoney  as 
follows ; 

Aterage  Compoeifion  of  Beei-root  Puh  {Befnte  Hf  »/ 

Sngar  Mannfacioritt),  _  , 

Water    .7^. i W 

*iIbuminons  compounds  (Anh-forming  nmtten)  -  }\ 

Crude  fibres  and  a  Uttle  lactic  add »-0 

Mtneiil  matter  (Mh)    ^ 

100.0 
*Contdning  nitrogen '^ 

In  100  parU  of  pulp  it  will  be  seen  there  sre  80  per 
cent,  of  dry  matter,  whereas  100  of  sugar-beet  from 
which  it  is  obtained  contain  only  16^  parts  of  diy  n^ 
stance,  and  common  nungolds  but  11  parts. 

A  ton  of  beet-root  pulp  accordingly  contdnso/w- 
of  dry  matter,  or  825lbb  more  than  a  eorreiponduif 
wdght  of  the  roote,  and  425|lb.  more  dry  matter  thw 
1  ton  of  common  mangolda.  In  other  words,  1  too  w 
pulp  contains  not  quite,  but  nearly,  the  samesmooot* 
solid  substonces  as  2  tons  of  Silesian  sugar-besU,  or » 
tons  of  common  mangolds.  . 

Nobody  probably  will  dispute  the  fact  that  the  dj 
substance  of  a  sugar-beet  or  a  mangold  is  mow  ^"""J 
for  feeding  and  fattening  purposes  than  the  dry  tobitaoff 
of  the  piUp,  The  question,  however,  which  r"!'?*?^ 
be  settled  is,  not  whether  the  perfectly  dry  pdp  «  l«» 
vdnable  than  perfeeUy  dry  roots  from  which  it  ii  b**^ 
but  whether  the  6721bs.  of  solid  m»tter  contained »» 
ton  of  pulp  are  worth  mora  or  less  than  the  "TIM- » 
solid  matter  present  in  a  ton  of  sugal^beeU,  or  wW"- 
of  the  solid  matter  of  which  common  msngoWi  »»• 
sists. 
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fidbre  we  proceed  fatrther  let  ui  refer  to  the  analvuB  of 
the  common  mangolda  grown  in  this  conntrj  and  com- 
pare it  with  that  of  the  Silesian  or  sagar-beet.  Here 
again  we  are  indebted  to  Profeaaor  Vodcker,  who  thna 
wania  oa  {Jour.  Boy.  Ag,  Soe.,  N.  S.,  toI  vi.,  p.  160) : 

In  all  compariaona  of  that  kind  cara  ahonld  be 
taken  to  aroid  extremea,  and  £airlT  to  repreaent  the  arer- 
age  compoaition  of  the  materiau  nnder  diacnaaion.  It 
Dij  not  alwaja  be  eaqr  to  do  ao,  and  I  experienced 
the  difficoltj  in  endeavonring  to  draw  np  fignrea  which 
nay  be  regurded  aa  feirly  repreaenting  the  average  quality 
of  common  mangolda  and  Silesian  aogar-beeta,  both 
grown  in  thia  country.  The  following  tabular  atate- 
meat,  howerer,  I  bdieve  repreaenta  correctly,  and  in 
roond  nnmben,  the  compoaition  of  Engliah  common 
mangolda  and  angar-beeta  of  feir  average  quality  : 
Cowifotitiom  of  Common  Mangold  and  Siletian  Sugar-heett  of 
fair  average  qualUy  grown  in  England, 

Common         Siletian 
Mangold.   Sngar-beeta. 

Water 89.0  84.6 

Snnr 6.6  9.5 

*AlbnBiinoascomponnd8(fleah-fonning 

mattcra)    1.6  1.6 

Crodeflbre 3.0  8.5 

Uiaeral  matter  (aah) 1.0  1.0 

ICO.O  100.0 

^Containing  nitrogen..      .24  .24 

Speaking  generally,  the  Sileaian  angar-beeta  grown  in 
tUs  country  contain  the  aame  amount  of  nitrogenoua 
conponnda  and  mineral  mattera  aa  ordinary  mangolda, 
ud  from  4^  to  5  per  cent,  leaa  water,  and  nearly  double 
the  amount  of  angar  which  ia  found  in  common  man- 
golds. The  average  percentage  of  dry  matter  in  angar- 
heets  ia  15.3,  and  in  common  mangolda  11.  A  ton  of 
the  former  therefore  containa  8471ba.  of  dry  feeding  anb- 
stance,  in  round  numbera,  and  a  ton  of  the  latter  only 
246ilba. 

The  influence  of  soil  and  of  climate  upon  the  com- 
poiition  of  augar-beet  are  queationa  of  very  conaiderable 
importance.  Some  years  aince  thia  inquiry  engaged  the 
tttention  of  Sir  Robert  Kane,  who  ascertained  the  eom- 
poiition  of  the  augar-beet  grown  on  varioua  aoila  of  the 
Sister  Iiland : 

The  following  table  gives  the  proportion  of  augar  found 
by  him  in  varioua  apeeimena  of  Iriah  grown  augar-beet. 
Id  this  column  I.  givea  the  nature  of  the  aoil ;  II',  the 
maiimnm  and  minimum  aolid  matter  per  cent,  in  the 
W  grown  on  it ;  III.,  that  of  the  sugar  : 


I.  I 

Teoaciooa  day    ' 

Uttfyday 

U»m  

Biehloam    

SAighUyaaadvloam 

RiehloaaiyJny  

B«hdat     

Oayloam    

Teaaeioiu  day  loam    

Bfilwdayeyloam 

Sliffday,  full  of  inert  or- 

gtnic  matter 

S«odelayeyloam    

Teaaeionaday 

J^daykam 


II. 


III. 


12.7 

11.6 

8.5 
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This  eminent  chemist  found  that  to  obtain  the  maxi- 
mum prodnce  of  sugar,  the  roota  should  not  exceed  41bs. 
(V  ^m.  st  the  utmost,  as  large  roots  are  too  spongy,  and 
eonttin  but  very  little  sugar ;  they  should  have  a  solid 
uid  flesh ;  the  crown  and  heart  be  as  small  as  possible ; 
u^  should  grow  aia  litUe  as  possible  out  of  the  earth, 
lad  ihonld  not  exhibit  a  green  segment  about  the  crown, 


aa  those  portions  of  the  beet  which  grow  ont  of  the  aoil 
contain  scarcely  any  sugar ;  the  roots  should  not  be  suf- 
fered to  remain  too  long  in  the  ground,  or  exhibit  the 
slighteal  tendency  to  throw  out  flower  stalks ;  the  soil 
best  suited  for  the  sugar-beet  is  a  deep  rich  loam,  rather 
inclining  to  clayey  Uian  to  sandy,  but  not  peaty ;  the 
application  of  rich  nitrogenous  manures  should  be 
avoided ;  that  Irish  grown  beet  contains  as  much  sugar 
as  the  eontinental  grown,  under  similar  cireumstanoea. 

The  average  amount  of  augar  in  the  beet  grown  in  the 
moist  climate  of  Ireland,  would  seem  to  be  rather  less 
than  that  of  the  roots  grown  in  England.  But  it  is  pro- 
bable that  by  improved  culture  and  seleetion  of  seeds'the 
average  amount  of  sugar  in  this  root  may  be  materially 
increased. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  great  difference  in  the 
amount  of  crystallizable  sugar  in  the  beets  grown  in  this 
country  and  on  the  continent.  Professor  Voelcker  haa 
given  the  reault  of  many  of  his  examinations  (idid,  vol. 
v.,  N.  S.,  p.  858).    He  found : 

Per  cent. 
In  a  specimen  of  Silesian  sugar-beet  grown  in  Hol- 
land          10.66 

In  another  specimen 7.42 

In  Sileaian  beets  grown  in  1868,  near  Lavenham,  of 

crystallizable  sugar  10.61 

In  another  specimen 10.94 

In  another  specimen 9.81 

In  another  apedmcn 10.04 

In  a  apedmen  mannied  at  Barking  with  London 

sewaw  

In  another  apecimen 

In  a  apedmen  grown  in  Scotland 

In  another 

In  a  spedmen  grown  in  Norfolk 

In  another 

In  a  spedmen  grown  in  Berkshire 

In  another 

In  a  spedmen  grown  in  Devon   

In  another 

Upon  the  whole  we  have  reason  to  conclude  that  the 
amount  of  augar  in  English-grown  beet  is  sufficient  to 
remunerate  the  manufacturer.  The  sugar-cane  of  the 
West  Indies,  I  bdieve,  only  containa  on  an  average  18 
per  cent,  of  sugar.  The  amount  of  cane-sugar  produced 
per  acre  also  varies  considerably,  as  in  the  sugar-beet  the 
soil  and  climate  influence  very  largely  the  composition  of 
the  cane.  The  largest  produce,  it  appean,  from  a  given 
extent  of  land  being  in  the  Island  of  Mauritius. 


18.19 
6.36 
8.65 

12.18 
9.42 
7.46 
8.86 
6.67 
5.46 
8.62 


CABT  HORSES  OB  DRAY  HORSES  ? 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  MAKK  LANE  EXPRESS. 

Sir, — In  your  report  on  the  Yorkshire  Show, 
when  speaking  of  the  agricultural  classes,  you  describe 
Lincolnshire  a  great  prize-taker  in  Yorkshire,  that  beat 
Honest  Tom  last  year  at  Beverley,  as  being  quite  lost, 
and  appearing  as  a  pony  among  the  agricultural  stallions. 
You  add,  "  But  certainly  it  struck  us  that  these  horses, 
though  active,  were  more  dray  horses  than  farm  horses." 
Now,  Sir,  this  has  struck  a  good  many  of  us  for  a  number 
of  years  past.  The  dray  hone  is  being  improved  off  the 
streets  of  our  towns ;  where  our  farming  men  used  to  walk 
they  now  ride.  A  groom  of  one  of  these  monstera  told 
me  at  Manchester  that  hia  horse's  weight  was  22  cwt ! 
Now,  if  Hie  begets  like,  what  would  you  set  a  horse  of 
this  sort  to  do  on  a  farm  ?  Scuffle  turnips  ?  horse  rake  ? 
harrow  P  There  is  just  aa  much  divenity  of  type  between 
dray  and  farm  horses  as  between  any  other  of  the  horse 
classes.  If  the  Scotchmen  would  get  rid  of  the  super- 
fluous hair  on  their  legs,  the  Clydesdale  seems  to  me  the 
modd  sort.— Yours  obediently,  "  Ogmror 

Lilian,  Carmarthen,  Aug.  9, 1870. 
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THE    PEBSENT    PEOSPBOTS   OP   THE    SBWAOB    QUESTION 
IN    EELATION    TO    THE    PUBLIC    HEALTH. 


the  following  paper  waa  read  by  Dr.  LbTHIBT  before  the 
Metropolitan  Association  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health: 
Hasty  and  inconsiderate  legislation,  promoted  by  those  who, 
as  the  seqael  will  show,  had  no  real  knowledge  of  either  the 
prindplea  or  practice  of  the  sulgect  with  which  they  officiously 
meddled,  together  with  the  most  mischieToas  charlatanism, 
has  brought  the  whole  question  of  the  disposal  of  sewage  into 
such  a  frightful  mess,  that  the  public  are  not  only  loud  in 
their  complaints  of  the  injury  inflicted  on  them,  but  are 
equally  emphatic  in  their  demands  for  a  remedy.  A  renew  of 
the  parliamentary  history  of  this  subject  would  be  instractive;. 
and  it  would  also  be  amusing,  but  for  its  serious  results  and 
its  solemn  prolixity ;  for  it  would  show  how  Blue-book  upon 
Blue-book,  and  report  upon  report,  from  the  same  officious 
hands,  and  in  the  same  wearisome  tone  and  bewilderment  of 
facts  and  figures,  had  so  perplexed  the  Legislature,  that  they 
were  glad  to  dispose  of  the  subject  by  hasty  legislation,  or  by 
handing  it  oTer  to  some  Boyal  Commission,  not  always  dis- 
creetly chosen.  But,  bad  as  are  the  consequences  of  this,  the 
prospects  of  the  future  are  worse ;  for  there  is  a  well-grounded 
fear  that  the  same  incompetent  school  of  sanitarians  who  hare 
been  concerned  with  our  present  difficulties  will  also  be  con- 
cerned with  the  future,  and  that  Parliament  will  again  haTC 
to  correct  the  errors  of  inconsiderate  legislation,  u  this  can 
be  preyented,  it  will  be  of  vast  importance  to  the  public ;  and 
none  are  better  able  to  assist  in  the  matter  than  the  health 
officers  of  this  metropolis.  It  is  with  this  object  I  draw  vour 
attention  to  it^  and  ask  you  to  j^iye  it  your  serious  considoa- 
tion.  In  the  first  place,  let  us  inquire  what  is  the  nature  of 
the  thing  we  ha?e  to  deal  with.  Sewage  is  at  all  times  a  very 
complex  material,  for  it  is  composed  not  onlT  of  the  solid  and 
liquid  excreta  of  the  population,  but  also  of  the  fluid  refuse  of 
every  branch  of  industiy,  as  the  filth  of  kitchens,  laundries, 
and  dve-houses,  the  drainings  from  stables,  slaughter-houses, 
and  the  pubdc  markets,  the  various  liquid  impurities  of  trades 
and  manufactures,  and  the  washing  of  streeta  and  alleys. 
These,  with  the  ejecta  of  the  inhabitants,  and  a  large  Tolume 
of  water,  compose  the  sewage  of  towns.  But  eadi  of  tiieee 
constituents  has  its  specific  influence  on  the  composition  of 
the  general  mass,  and  on  the  putrefaction  to  which  it  ia  sub- 
ject. Every  town  or  city,  therefore — ^in  fact,  every  part  of  a 
city---has  its  own  peculiar  qualitv  of  sewage,  vanring  with  the 
density  of  the  population,  the  habits  of  the  people,  as  to  their 
diet,  cleanliness,  and  trade  punuits,  with  the  season  of  the 
year,  the  state  of  the  weather,  the  day  of  the  week,  and  even 
the  hour  of  the  day.  This  makes  it  difficult  to  obtain  precise 
information  of  the  nature  and  composition  of  sewage.  Ne- 
vertheless, there  are  two  ways  by  which  the  subject  may  be 
approached,  as  by  ascertaining  the  average  amounts  of  solid 
and  liquid  matters  contributed  by  each  inSvidual,  and  by  the 
various  branches  of  industry ;  and  secondly,  by  making  careful 
analysis  of  the  sewage  collected  throughout  the  day  at  various 
seasons  of  the  year.  Messrs.  Lawes  and  Way  in  this  country, 
and  MM.  Wolf  and  Lehmann  on  the  Continent,  have  deter- 
mined, vrith  very  nearly  the  same  results,  the  average  propor- 
tion of  aoUd  and  liquid  matters  discharged  daily  from  the 
human  body.  It  varies,  of  course,  with  age  and  sex,  but 
broadly  it  may  be  said  that»  taking  a  thousand  individuals  at 
all  agM,  as  they  are  found  in  a  populalion,  they  contribute  about 
2,840  lbs.  of  liquid  and  moist  excreta.  In  the  dry  state  it  would 
amount  to  about  141  lbs.  This  is  at  the  daUy  rate  of  42.96  oz. 
of  moist,  or  2.26  oz.  of  dry  matter  per  head  of  the  popuUition. 
The  washings  of  streeta  have  been  carefully  examined  by|Pro. 
fbssor  Way,  who  finds  that  the  liquid  discharged  into  the  gullies, 
after  a  heavy  shower  of  rain,  contains,  in  the  ease  of  granite 
n»ds,  about  818.8  arains  of  solid  matter  per  gallon,  and  of  this 
•276.2  grains  are  £ssalved,  and  687.1  grains  suspended.  In 
that  of  wood  pavements  it  contains  only  about  89  grains  per 
gallon,  of  which  84  grains  are  dissolved  and  6  graina  sus- 
pended. The  general  aTerm  of  the  washings  of  several  streets  I 
differently  paved,  and  with  various  amounts  of  traffic,  gave  ' 


262.0  gnitiB  of  solid  matter  per  gallon,  of  which  113.3  gniss 
were  uisolved,  and  140.8  grains  suspended,  l^e  refoie  of  be- 
tories,  &0.,  cannot  be  eaaOy  determmed,  and  tberefbrs  we  are 
obli^d  to  rely  for  our  results  on  the  second  method  of  ia- 
vestigatioa— namely,  the  analysis  of  the  sewage  st  differait 
times  and  places.  In  this  metropolis  the  sewage  disehirged 
by  day  contains  about  94  grains  of  solid  matter  per  gaUoo,  of 
which  88  grains  are  suspended,  and  66  grains  disnlved:  of  the 
suspended  matten,  17  grains  are  organic,  and  21  piisi 
mineral ;  and  of  the  dissolved,  16  grains  axe  orguie,  ud4l 
grains  mineral.  The  night  sewage  is  not  so  rich  in  loljd 
elemehtt,  for  it  contains  only  about  79  grains  of  solid  mitter  wr 
gallon,  of  Whieh  14  grains  are  suspended  and  64  gruni  dii- 
solved ;  and  of  these,.16  grains  are  organic,  and  64  Buaenl- 
the  organic  being  distributed  very  evenly  between  the  loicble 
and  insoluble  coustiiiients.  Branch  aewers,  and  thoie  vfaieh 
are  aearly  stagn&id;,  are  generally  very  foul,  for  the  lewa^  d 
them  contains  frdm  160  grains  to  600  erains  of  solid  luttB 
par  gallon,  of  which  from  90  grains  to  260  giains  are  nspesied. 
The  organic  matter  ran|es  from  20  grains  to  120  mm  in  the 
soluble  part,  and  from  20  grains  to  176  grains  in  the  inioiabk. 
Taking  the  avenge  of  all  the  results  obtained  in  the  exuniu- 
tion  of  the  metropolitan  sewage  by  Dr.  Hofinann,  Mr.  Witt, 
Professor  Way,  and  myself,  it  mi^  be  said  that  it  ooatsioitboDt 
90.4  grains  of  solid  matter  per  gallon,  of  which  sbont  29B 
grains  are  raspended,  and  60.6  grains  dissolved,  there  being 
about  16  grains  of  organic  matter  in  each  of  these  eomtitDenti. 
A  storm  o(  rain  does  not  diminish  the  proportioa  of  solid 
matter,  for  although  it  has  a  tendency  to  dilute  the  sewage,  jet 
it  washes  away  so  larKe  a  quantity  of  filth  from  the  itreetitud 
disturbs  so  much  of  the  sediment  in  the  stagnant  aewm,  thit 
the  sewage  after  a  storm  generaUy  contains  more  tium  the  inr- 
age  proportion  of  solid  impurity.  Taking  90  grsiox  pergiQon 
as  the  usual  amount,  it  will  be  increased  after  a  itoim  to  125 
grains  per  gallon,  of  which  64  grains  are  suspended,  ud61 
grains  diatolved.  The  physical  propertiea  of  sewage  in  pKU* 
uar,  for  when  examined  under  the  microacope  the  dear  bqnor 
is  found  to  contain  a  large  quantity  of  amorphou  oigtue 
matter,  vrith  filaments  of  various  funn,  and  it  svami  with 
the  lower  forms  of  animal  life,  as  beaded  spimlins,  ribiioiOi 
and  monads ;  but  soon  after  exposure  to  the  air  higher  tarn 
of  infusoria  appear,  as  paramedum.  vorticella,  rotifen,  fc 
The  sedimentary  matter  conmsts  of  the  remains  of  andigeried 
food,  as  muscular  fibre,  husk  and  hair  of  wheat,  the  eelli  ud 
starch  of  potato,  and  the  tissues  of  vegetables,  as  oottaB,cib- 
bage,  &c.,  and  fibres  of  wool.  It  also  contains  the  prodscti  of 
some  of  the  secretions,  as  yellow  biliary  matter,  intestinal 
mucus,  and  crystals  of  uric  add  and  triple  phosphste;  besides 
the  d^brii  of  the  streets,  as  particles  of  granite,  flint,  and  (sr- 
bonate  of  lime,  vrith  a  large  quantity  of  black  amorohoos  nifier. 
When  sewage  has  a  very  offensive  odour,  and  is  ^^^ 
marsh  gas  and  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  it  rarely  exhibits  macb 
sign  of  animal  life ;  but  when  it  is  diluted  with  water,  and  ex- 
posed freely  to  the  air,  the  bad  odour  quickly  disiffnrs,  «» 
the  higher  forms  of  infusoria  are  lapidly  devdoped.  Tha  » 
proof  of  the  salutary  infinence  of  air  and  water  in  P^^ 
the  less  hurtful  kinds  of  decay.  I  have  often  notieed  tbt 
where  the  sedimentary  matters  of  sewage  aceamehte  w 
putrefy,  without  free  access  of  air,  Ibnl  gases  are  erolved,  m 
little  or  no  organic  lifie,  except  of  the  vciy  lowest  kind,  iP- 
pears.  This  was  formerly  the  case  with  the  mad  apoa  1M 
banks  of  tiie  Thames,  where  the  only  living  thtogs  vne 
moHodi,  vihrioneif  and  fungi ;  but  in  the  middle  of  the  efn"^ 
where  &ere  iras  abunidance  of  air  and  irater^  the  W^ 
forms  of  infusuria  abounded.  This  may  be  notiood  io  ere? 
river  of  the  kingdom  which  lecdves  toe  sewage  of  i^p 
town.  At  first,  the  sedimentary  matters  deposit  and  pva^Ti 
but  the  supernatant  water,  containing  all  ttie  sohWecoaw- 
tuents  of  the  sewa|^  passes  on,  and  npidfy  beonaes  eMv 
and  dearer,  until  its  organic  matter  is  appropridtted  B/J^ 
beings,  br  deHroyedl  by  ondition.    Tfaa  prooM  ib  ao*  *v 
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iM  bj  tlM  madnd  msmmmai  im  thft  appctiMiot  and 
odour  of  the  wit«»  but  it  it  actoally  demoBttrited  bf  tho 
chuaeMr  of  the  Togototioa,  which  panes  meotmwtlj  from 
tlw  Bsplflit  and  lowtat  forma  of  fongi,  to  etmfgrva,  calolkrix 
—'  '    '  ,  kc^  nntil  at  hut  atUH^ant,  tuuimiumt  9ero- 

(.  aOi,  aooand;  and  when  thaie  are  dean  and  healthj  we 
r  he  aaanied  that  the  aewaie»  in  ita  noziova  condition,  is 
kn^  in  eaateaoe,  and  that  the  moat  refined  skill  of  the 
t  will  Ihil  to  diaeover  it.  I  have,  on  a  former  oooasion, 
lUly  diseoissed  this  important  qncstioo,  and  I  sbonld  not 
again  lafer  to  it  if  it  had  not  hemi  made  a  ^wcial  subjeGt  of 
eomment»  and  apparently  of  eiperimental  inquiry,  by  the 
Bivers  PoUntioa  Commission ;  for  at  page  18  of  their  recent 
report  they  nj :  **  It  has  often  been  stated,  bat  lo  far  as  we 
knov  without  proof;  that  the  organie  matter  contained  in 
sewage  and  other  similar  poUnting  materials  is  npidly  osi- 
dind  deling  the  flow  of  a  river  into  which  such  materials  are 
diMherged.  Thus,  it  has  been  asserted  (Heport  of  Boyal 
'Mion  on  Water  Supply,  p.  70)  that  if  sewage  be  mised 
wenty  times  its  volume  of  riter  water,  toe  organic 
which  it  contains  will  be  ozidiaed,  and  completely  dis- 
whiUt  the  liver  is  flowing  *  a  doien  milea  or  so  !* " 
lew,  I  think  it  is  right  to  state  that  the  onotation  is  not  fiurly 
and  that  the  sense  and  subitance  of  my  evidence  herein 
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I  to  are  not  folly  ezprened;  for  on  referring  to  the  page 
ftom  which  the  Biven  Pollution  Commissionen  have  quoted, 
it  will  be  found  that  I  spoke  of  oiidation  m  only  one  of  the 
I  conctraed  in  the  destmotion  of  organic  matter  in  a 
J  stream.  My  words  are  there :  **  Considering  the 
powdinlly  oadising  influence  of  water  uponaewage,  the  many 
ageecioe  which  are  at  work  deitroying  it,  the  power  of  precipi- 
tstuie*  the  using  of  it  up  by  vogetable  and  aquatic  jdants,  and 
\ij  hlk,  and  above  all  by  the  power  of  oxidation,  I  think  none 
ef  the  sewage  diseharnd  into  the  Thames  can,  at  the  present 
time,  be  discovered  at  Hamnton.**  And  when  I  am  asked  how 
fiv  it  would  have  to  flow  before  it  would  be  breken  up  into 
oAer  eheoiieal  compounds,  I  answer  thoa :  **  I  have  made  a 
not  number  of  ehcmicai  eatperiments  to  detenaine  that  I 
eve  eiamined  most  of  the  nveia  in  England,  and  this  is  the 


i  that  haa  been  come  to,  not  ouyin  my  mind,  but  in 
the  mnda  of  all  the  engineen  who  have  devoted  their  atten- 
tioe  to  the  subgeet— that  if  ordinary  sewage,  contsiniag,  we 
wiU  say,  nemrly  100  graina  of  solid  matter  per  gallon,  such 
aa  Loudon  aewage^  out  of  which  probably  lomething  like 
H  giarea  or  15  mine  an  organic,  be  mued  with  twen^ 
tiBMa  ita  balk  oi  the  ordinary  liver  water,  and  flows  a 
doeee  miles  or  so^  there  is  not  a  partade  of  that  sewage 
to  be  diaeovered  by  any  chemical  proeam.  I  ought 
pevhepa  to  have  nid  by  any  rdMk  chemical  prooew;  for  I 
win  not  answer  for  the  resalto  of  such  proeesiee  as  are  used 
bj  Dr.  Frankland  for  the  deteraiination  of  "orgaaio  etrbon" 
and  *'oinne  nitrogen,"  proeeeMs  that  I  have  alicadv  criti- 
daod»  aaa[  which  othen  have  dedared  to  be  ao  &nlty,  that  the 
nnge  of  error  embraced  by  them  is  greater  than  the  range  of 
"*  truth.  It  is  curious,  however,  that  even  with  Uiere 
e  the  Thasrea  at  Hampton,  aecMMrding  to  Dr.  Fnnk- 
I  Miiw  than  the  Thames  at  ito  seuiee,  notwithstanding 
',  \m  reeeived  the  drainage  from  all  the  towns  on  its 
But  to  return  to  the  snlgecti  the  Pollution  Com* 
an  say,  "  We  thought  it  very  undesireble  that  a  sub- 
jeet  of  aadi  vital  impoitanea  to  our  inquiry  should  any 
laager  rest  upon  mere  opinioB,  and  we  have  therefore  deter- 
mieed  to  aabmit  it  to  careful  esparimental  investigation.'* 
Their  invcstiRatioBs  were  of  two  kinde—namdy,  an  eaamina* 
taoft  of  the  Men^,  the  Irwdl,  and  the  Darwin,  at  diflerent 
parte  of  their  eoela^Ghoesiag  the  winter  time,  when  most  of 
the  MBDdes  to  which  I  have  referred  were  dormant;  and, 
sseoadiy,  by  eianriwing  air  and  sewage  eontained  in  a  bottle. 
Be«li  of  theaa  inveatigations  were  of  the  most  unsatisihotory 
kind;  for  fiom  what  I  know  of  the  riven  in  questioB,  there 
iaeopertof  theireounesofteefiPontheiiiuMiof  impnritiea 
aa  to  Amish  even  lereotdy  the  sort  of  eridenoa  upon  which 
weean  nlf.  The  evidence,  however,  which  they  do  fumiih 
lathet^Boterithstmidbg  a  ecntinaed  aeeees  of  impnritv,  there 
ia  a  ceetHined  imuiwemeBt  of  thdr  condition ;  and  aa  for 
to  wnh  sewage  in  a  bottle,  thef  an  so  ahsoidlf 
r  of  treiing  lo  important  a  qneattont  thact 
Tlie  proper  way  in  which 
paaltothe' 
of 


receiving  the  wwage  of  towns,  and  yet  tbej  are  everywhere 
undergoing  a  npia  adf-puriflcatioa.  If  this  were  not  so, 
their  conaib'on  would  be  fri^htfhl,  and  we  should  eipect  a 
universd  pestilence.  In  tbu  metropolis,  for  eiample,  the 
water  which  we  drink  is  taken  from  toe  Thames  after  it  has 
received  the  aewaire  of  thousands  of  people,  and  yet^  to  ue 
the  words  of  Dr.  rranklsod,  "it  is  purer  and  better  adapted 
for  domestic  purposes  at  Hampton/'  where  it  is  taken,  "  than 
at  any  other  part  of  its  oonrM.**  And  how  has  this  been 
effected  bat  by  oaidation,  and  by  the  operatioDS  of  animal  and 
vegetable  life  P  When  Dr.  Miller  was  asked  by  the  Boyal 
Commimionere  on  Water  Supply,  whether  he  had  made  any 
eipcriments  on  the  power  of  water,  in  a  given  coarse,  to 
oxidise  onranic  matter,  he  said,  "  I  aioertained  a  remarkable 
result  in  1859  upon  the  river :  I  took  specimens  of  the  water 
at  Kingston,  at  Hammenmith,  at  Somerset  Bouse,  at  Green- 
wich, at  Woolwich,  and  at  £rith  on  the  same  day,  and 
examined  the  quantity  of  oxygen  which  the  water  contained 
at  all  there  diflerent  pointe.  I  found  that  the  quantity  of 
oxysen  at  Kingston  was  the  ordinary  or  normal  proportion ; 
at  Somerset  Honre  it  was  much  diminished ;  at  Greenwich 
the  whole  of  the  oxygen  had  disappeared ;  at  Woolwich  it 
was  in  much  the  same  condition ;  and  at  Ehth  tiie  water  was 
veiT  much  improved-^showing  that  this  diminntion  of  oxygen 
had  been  produced  by  its  action  upon  the  water  conteminated 
with  the  Mwage  of  the  London  ustrict,  and  that,  as  it  passed 
lower  down,  the  oxvgen  was  again  absorbed  from  the  air,  and 
again  it  became  duuted  with  a  large  volume  of  water  from 
below,  from  other  sourcea— the  Lea,  the  Bavensbonrne,  and 
other  tributarin— and  in  this  manner  the  water  had  a|;ain 
become  oxidixed.  I  look,"  he  says,  "  npon  this  as  a  dvrwct 
proof  of  the  tfed  of  oxmm  le  dutroymg  lAoto  orgamc  eon^ 
(ammalioiu  wuek  art  iJmmH  into  the  river,*'  Dr.  Odling, 
also,  in  rnily  to  a  question  from  the  Bo^  Commissioners,  as 
to  the  sdf  puriQfing  power  of  water,  said :  "  You  see  in  many 
rivers,  even  duggisb  rivers,  having  sewage  discharged  into 
them,  that  for  a  mile  or  two  the  appearance  of  the  river  ia 
affected  by  the  sewage,  but  beyond  a  certain  distance  there  ia 
no  recognizable  efleet  at  all— the  weeds  are  perfectly  clean 
and  perfectly  healthy ;"  and  he  instances  the  river  Soar,  at 
Lncester,  which  is  bhek  and  very  foul  from  the  refun  of  the 
town— but "  three  miles  from  the  town,  ite  appeannce  is  such 
that  you  could  not  tell  it  had  been  contaminated ;  for  it  was 
running  dear,  with  fish  swimming  in  it,  and  the  weeds  were 
clean."  That,  he  said,  was  simply  from  a  procen  of  self- 
purification.  Again,  Dr.  Taylor,  of  Guy's  Hospital,  in  his 
eiamination  before  a  Committee  of  the  Houre  of  Commons 
on  the  Metropolis  Water  Supply  BUI,  stetes,  when  speaking 
of  the  effect  of  water  on  sewage  matter,  that "  all  such  sub- 
stances are  veiy  renidly  decomposed  and  destroyed ;  the 
nitrogen  is  oonvertea  into  nitric  acid,  and  the  sulphur  into 
sulphuric  add— so  that  there  foetid  and  putrid  substancre 
which  f^  into  the  Thames  from  London,  when  rolled  about  by 
the  action  of  the  water,  containing  an  enormous  amount  of 
air,  are  ail  oxitkaed  <md  detlroyed;  wUkm  a  eeriam  UmU  thejf 
wuqf  hefommd^  buf  ttiily  tftermverp  tkort  ptute^,  tkef  ere  verf 
eooM  maeed  deilrojfed,  I  believe/'  he  says,  "  it  is  the  opinion 
of  evei7  chemist  who  haa  considered  the  subject,  that  rewage- 
mattar  doea  not  remain  m  rewage-matter  in  wdl-afinted 
water,  but  all  phosphorus,  sulphur,  and  nitrogen  are  speedily 
destn^ed  by  theoxygen  of  the  water.  Bveiy  1,000  gaUons 
of  water  contain  46  gallons  of  oxygen,  and  that  oxygen 
destroys  all  such  puteescent  elluvia.  With  water  not  expoeed 
to  the  air,  and  not  containing  air,  it  is  most  offennve  and 
unwholesome  ;  but  with  water  eontaining  air,  like  the 
Thames,  and  exposing  an  enormous  surface  to  the  air,  in  ito 
daily  motion,  the  effect  is  completdy  to  oUiterete  evenr  tnce 
(of  sewage  matter)  that  a  chemist  can  detect.  In  the 
Thames,  and  other  water,  the  air  ia  in  a  stato  of  solution,  the 
matter  in  a  stato  of  diffusion,  and  thus  the  air  and  this  fotid 
matter  are  in  the  veiy  condition  to  combine  together  and 
form  an  innoxious  compound ;  it  reqnim  time  and  motion, 
but  still  it  does  take  nlaoe  with  very  extnordinary  repidit^r 
And  he  eondndea  htt  reoMrks  bv  saying:  '*  The  suppontion 
that  the  drainage  of  London,  which  goes  into  the  river  aboet 
the  bridge^  remains  the  drmuge  of  Louden  aU  up  the  river, 
is  coBtruy  to  all  chemical  eqperieece;  it  iacontrvy  to  evety 
chenleal  fhet,  and  every  ohemical  analysis."  In  a  former 
commmieatMm  to  yoii«  1  spoke  of  the  investigations  of  Dr. 
Attgoa  Sntk  OS  the  poUntod  water  of  the  O^ds,  which  were 
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to  the  lame  effect.  SB||iB6en  alao.  who  have  been  litgely 
concerned  in  snch  inqainet,  have  Mwnys  ipoken  of  the  re- 
BBU-kible  self-pnrifying  power  of  water.  Mr.  Hawkiley, 
whose  ezperieDce  m  this  natter  rendera  him  a  tery  high  an- 
thonty  on  the  snl^ect,  taid,  in  answer  to  a  qnettion  from  the 
Biven  CommiBrion,  at  to  the  quantity  of  water»  eompared 
with  the  Tolame  of  sewage  discharged  into  it,  as  necessary  for 
the  purpose  of  breaking  up  the  sewage  into  inoffensive 
compounds,  that  generally  80  to  1  was  snfflcient  ;  bnt  if 
the  water  flows  rapidly,  and  is  very  much  disturbed,  so 
as  to  be  continually  receivinff  fresh  oxygen,  a  smaller  quantity 
— ^ven  12  to  1 — will  effect  the  process ;  and  if  it  proceeds 
rery  tardily  it  may  take  a  little  more,  but  20  to  1  is  abun- 
dant. <*  I  could,"  he  adds,  "  give  tou  very  remarkable  in- 
stances of  it.  Take  Sheffield.  Nothing  can  be  fouler  pro- 
bably than  the  state  of  the  water  st  Sheffield  ;  whereu  if  yon 
go  down  to  Doncaster  (about  twenty  miles  below  Sheffield),  the 
water  is  supplied  by  the  waterworks,  and  it  actually  drank  in 
the  town."  Again  says  Mr.  Hawksley,  "TU^e  the  rifer 
Irwell  rthe  rerj  river  which  Dr.  FrankUnd  has  been  ex- 
aminiuff).  After  leaving  Manchester  it  receives  the  Irk,  the 
Matlock,  and  all  the  refuse  of  the  manufacturing  population 
for  a  great  m^  miles.  When  it  travels  down  only  eiglit  or 
nine  miles  to  'Warrington  it  is  perfectly  changed ;  it  ceases,  or 
nearly  ceases,  in  that  short  distance  to  be  an  offensive  river.** 
"  At  Leicester,  likewise,"  to  use  his  words,  **  the  water  was  as 
black  as  ink — ^nothinsr  could  live  in  it,  and  the  smell  was 
abominable ;  but  by  the  time  it  had  got  to  Loughborough 
(which  is  about  twelve  miles  below  Leicester)  it  was  entirely 
restored  to  its  pristine  condition.  Yon  could  stand  on  the 
bridge  there  and  see  the  ftsh  swimming  amongst  the  beautiful 
leed^  and  other  plants  growing  in  the  water,  just  as  in  the 
purest  stream.  Ion  coum  see  every  pebble  at  the  bottom ; 
that  is  an  instance  of  oxidation.'*  Ion  may  remember  the 
instance  which  I  gave  you  last  vear  of  the  river  Trent,  which 
receives  the  sewage  and  mannneturing  refuse  of  some  of  the 
largest,  busiest,  and  dirtiest  towns  in  the  kingdom,  with  an 
aggregate  population  of  more  than  a  million  and  a-half  of  per- 
sons, and  yet  when  it  arrives  at  Nottingham  it  is  not  only 
dear,  peUndd,  and  inoffensive,  with  abundance  of  fish  and 
aquatic  plants,  but  is  actually  used  for  the  domestic  supply  of 
the  town.  But  why  need  I  multiply  such  instances,  or  JwipU 
upon  such  self-evident  empirical  facts,  when  they  are  within 
the  common  knowledge  and  experience  of  everybcdv  ?  for  even 
Dr.  Frankhmd  is  readv  to  admit,  in  the  case  of  the  London 
water  snpply,  that  **  by  gradual  oxidation,  partly  in  the  pores 
of  the  soil,  partly  in  the  Thames  and  its  tributaries,  and  partlv 
in  the  reservoirs,  fllten,  and  conduits  of  the  company,  this 
sewage  contamination  had  been  converted  into  comparatively 
innocuous  organic  compounds  before  its  delivery  to  con- 
sumers.** *'!  believe,**  said  Dr.  Frankmnd,  in  his  evidence 
before  the  Royal  Commission  on  Water  Supply,  **  that  the 
noxious  part  in  sewage  is  that  which  is  held  in  mechanical 
suspension,  not  that  in  solution;**  and  no  doubt  the  sedi- 
mentary matters  of  sewage  are  capable  of  producing  an  offen- 
sive condition  of  the  rivers,  for  whei:  they  are  discharged  into 
a  sluggish  stream  they  aulckly  subside,  and  formacenmulations 
of  persistently  putrefying  mud.  This  is  the  chief  cause  of 
complaint  wherever  sewage  enters  a  river.  At  the  time  of  the 
inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  Thames  in  1868,  it  wm  admitted 
on  all  hands  that  the  filthy  mnd-banks  of  the  river  were  the 
^reat  source  of  annoyance;  and  Dr.  Hofmann  and  Mr.  Witt, 
m  their  report  of  the  matter  to  the  Government  referees,  de- 
clared emphatically  that  the  formation  of  this  mnd-doiosit  in 
the  bed  or  the  river  appeared  to  them  to  be  by  fkr  the  most 
serious  evil  which  reeiuts  from 


elared  emphatically  that  the  formation  of  this  mnd-doiosit  in 
the  bed  or  the  river  appeared  to  them  to  be  by  fkr  the  most 
serious  evil  which  reeiuts  from  the  diaeharn  of  London  sewage 
into  the  river,  and  they  strongly  niged  this  point  upon  pubuo 


Dr.  Odlinff,  in  his  report  to  me  on  this  subject, 
of  the  referees  appomted  by  the  Melxo- 


attention. 

for  the  information ^^.^ 

politan  Board  of  Works,  eaid  that  **anv  meaas'which  wonld 
prevent  the  deposition  of  organic  mnd  in  the  bed,  bnt  more 
perticularW  on  the  exposed  banks  of  the  river,  would  effect  an 
amply  sutident  pnrideation  of  it.**  The  same  was  my  own 
opinion,  for  in  re|)orting  to  the  referees  I  stated  that  the  mis- 
chief produced  by  the  discharge  of  sewage  into  the  river  "was 
not  occasioned,  as  I  once  supposed,  by  tiie  soluble  matters  of 
the  sewage,  but  by  the  mud  or  insoluble  constituents  which 
settle  and  putrefy  upon  the  banks  of  the  river.**  These 
constituents  being  in  a  solid  fimn,  and  not  easily  aeoeanUe 
to  atmoepherie  oxygen,  oontinne  to  putreQr  Ibr  a  eonaiderable 


time.  In  my  laboratory  operttioiu  I  have  fovnd  that  ^ 
will  keep  up  a  persistent  deeampodtioB,  with  a  censtant  efo- 
lution  or  ofrensive  gases,  for  many  months,  the  sir  beiair  et- 
duded  from  them.  I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  duef 
point  to  be  aimed  at  in  the  purification  of  sewage  is  the  lapd 
and  effeetual  separation  of  its  sospended  matten,  learing  the 


consider  the  means  whereby  this  maj  be  dferted. 
One  method  of  accomplishing  it  is  to  keep  the  sohd  nattsn  oat 
of  the  sewage,  as  is  practis«l,  with  more  or  less  sneeen,  is 
Manchester,  Salford.  and  other  towns  of  Lancashire.  laSsl- 
fbrd,  according  to  the  report  of  the  medical  oflinr  of  ksshh, 
Dr.  Syson,  the  most  satisfactory  resnlta  have  been  drtaiad 
with  a  modification  of  M.  Goux's  pUn,  whereby  tiiesoa  is  re- 
cdved  at  once  into  tubs  lined  with  soma  refuse  absofbat:  sad 
the  advantages  of  the  plan,  according  to  Dr.  Syson,  are  tkat 
the  manure  becomes  ol  great  commerdal  value ;  that  the  ex* 
eremeut  of  the  whole  town  can  be  readily  remored  at  lesit 
once  a  week ;  and  that  in  case  of  fever  or  contagious  diMSM 
the  whole  of  the  excmnents  can  be  readily  and  towmaStj 
dirinfected ;  besides  which  the  plan  is  nniple  and  eeonoued. 
Eanh-dosets  are  not  ao  manageable,  aa  tlwy  requhe  sbotlSi 
times  their  wdght  of  earth  to  the  excreta,  and  the  difiealtiei 
of  carrying  the  material  to  and  from  the  doeets  are  not  an- 
nageable  on  a  lai|;e  acale,  although  I  have  aeen  them  iBHli»* 
factory  operation  in  factories,  as  tbejr  may  be  in  military  eaapi, 
where  the  organization  of  Ubonriseasy.  Instead  ofeKtb, 
Mr.  Stanfbrd  recommends  charred  seaweed,  whieh  is  not  osly 
an  excellent  deodorixer,  bnt  does  the  work  of  three  tinei  iti 
weight  of  earth.  In  Edinburgh,  in  olden  timca,  there  were  so 
dosets  in  the  poorer  houses,  but  there  were  nameroui  psUie 
privies,  wliieh  still  exist.  These  are  provided  with  fnm  eight 
to  for^  compartment,  beneath  which  there  is  pkcedbf  the 
seavengen,  every  morning,  a  tin  can,  like  the  modem  iuli<eia 
on  the  railway,  and  the  can  of  the  previous  day,  wiA  its  em- 
tents,  taken  awav.  The  aoil  is  mixed  with  ashes  and  road- 
sweepings,  and  aells  for  about  £7,000  a-year,  whieh  ii  half  the 
entire  ehaige  of  the  scavenging  of  the  older  part  of  Ediahmgh. 
Nearly  evervwhere  on  the  Continent  some  such  aethod  ii 
adopted  for  the  collection  of  the  refuse  and  excreta,  ssd  they 
are  profitably  utilised.  How  far  an  improvement  of  this  coe- 
dition  of  things,  instead  of  the  prnent  water-doset  syston,  ■*; 
have  met  the  requirements  of  hygiene  and  the  demands  of  sgri- 
culture,  is  an  important  question.  The  PollntioB  Gomaw* 
doners,  however,  condemn  this  plan  in  Mo;  and  so  fir  ire 
thdr  views  disturbed  by  the  medium  of  their  pruodioes,  thit 
they  cannot  peredve  any  difference  in  the  quality  of  the  sewage 
of  a  place  retaining  its  solid  matters  and  of  another  whieh  hti 
them  flow  into  the  pubic  sewers.  Liverpool,  for  exsap)^ 
whieh  colleeU  and  disposes  annually  of  about  189,000  torn  of 
privy  soil ;  Manchester,  74,000tons,  Salford  4«,000  toBs,Oid. 
ham  60,000,  Preston  80,000  tons,  and  Bolton  22,600  toa^- 
fhmish  in  each  case  as  much  sewage,  and  of  the  sane  eoapS' 
sition.  as  the  towns  which  discharge  everything  into  the  lewen. 
The  inconsistent  of  the  thing  is  so  striking  that  ii  en/ia 
most  serious  donbts  of  the  aeenra^  of  the  analyaeB,ana  of  tH 
reliability  of  the  determination  ofoiganie  carbon  and  oip>^ 
nitrogettf  And  nowlet  natumtothepetadiemeofthePBll» 
tion  Commiaaionera— the  disposal  of  sewage  in  all  plsesi  vd 
under  aU  eireomstances  by  irrigation.  Fortnnatdy  fcr 
na,  the  thing  haa  been  tried,  and  ia  now  beag 
done  in  many  places,  ao  that  we  can  test  it  sT 
its  practical  reaolti,  and  examine  it  by  the  light  of  sow- 
thing  more  than  that  of  abstraOt  speenlatire  ebeaii^* 
To  begin  with  ita  absolutdy  required  oooditions.  Yea  msR 
have  a  soil  that  is  sufficiently  porous  to  allow  the  sewage  to 
filter  through  it,  and  this  soil  must  be  well  drained  to  cany 
off  the  snbeoil  water.  The  ntnation  of  the  farm  must  beeoa- 
venient  as  regards  the  flow  of  sewage  to  it  by  giaritatioB,  aid 
the  discharge  of  water  from  it  by  drainage.  It  nmt  not  be 
within  reatm  of  danger  from  atmoepherie  miasms,  or  the  poUa- 
tion  of  wdls  by  the  subsoil  drainage.  It  mast  have  a  ry 
market  for  the  diapoaal  of  ita  ouy  merchantable  P^""^ 
green  Italian  lyegraaa ;  and  lastly,  there  must  be  ^^  " 
not  less  than  two  acres  fivr  every  100  people^  one  of  ftg 
acrea  bdnff  in  nae  while  the  other  is  resting  to  leuoiwwjW' 
These  eonditiona  cannot  alwaya  be  aeeared,  but  eiai  n.^g 
oodd,letiia  aeo  if  the  dQeetiou  to  the  ] 
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Ms^  are  not  coceliuiTely  against  it.  1.  In  the  fint  place, 
m  had  irrigated  vith  sewage  is  alirays  a  foetid,  swampy, 
■oraa  of  the  most  offensive  description.  Nowhere,  of  all  the 
phees  which  I  have  visited,  is  there  an  exception  to  this  oon- 
ditioD  of  thinn.  At  the  Craigintinn^  meaaows,  near  Edin- 
btTgfa,  whieh  1  have  often  seen,  the  stink  from  them  is  hardly 
eadarable;  to  we  the  words  of  Dr.  ligertwood,  who  was  sta- 
tioaed  at  the  neighhonrinff  barracks, "  the  stench  is  sometimes 
qvte  sieLening.^  At  Norwood  and  at  Beddington  it  is  a 
mlgeet  of  serious  complaint  by  those  who  reside  in  the  neigh- 
bouiiood  of  the  farms.  I  have  myself  ezperieneed  it  on 
amral  ooeasiona,  and  have  been  surprised  at  the  statements  of 
Pr.  Carpenter,  of  Croydon,  whose  pet  thing  it  is,  that  nobody 
eemnlaiiis  of  it.  Mr.  Creasy,  the  snr^n  at  the  Female 
OrpBaa  Asjlnm,  at  Beddington,  tells  a  different  story,  for  be 
isjs  it  so  damages  the  value  of  the  neighbouring  property  that 
TiUai  near  the  farm  do  not  let  so  well  as  others,  nor  at  so  high 
a  Rat.  At  Aldershot,  which  is  frequently  referred  to  as  a  well 
ud  socoeasfuUy  managed  sewage  farm,  I  ascertained,  on  a  re- 
cest  riut  with  Mr.  Hawksley,  Mr.  Eggar,  and  Professor  An- 
ited,  from  the  occupants  of  the  few  cottases  whieh  skirt  the 
bam,  that  the  stencn  is  frequently  unbearable  and  most  sicken- 
iag.  At  Banbury  there  is  oat  one  honse  upon  the  estate  ;  it 
ii  a  pnblie-house  called  the  Bowling  Oreen,  and  the  landlady 
deaeribed  to  us,  in  very  graphic  terms,  the  nuisance  she  was 
obliged  to  submit  to.  2.  Bnt  these  miasms  are  not  alone 
ofottive,  they  are  also  dangerous  to  the  pubhc  health  ;  in  fact, 
the  ttriy  proceedings  of  those  who  have  brought  about  this 
eoadition  of  things  were  devoted  almost  entirely  to  the  proof 
of  their  morbific  action,  and  it  was  this  apparently  clear  proof 
vUcfa  was  made  the  lever  of  their  PaiUamentary  movements, 
nd  wu  the  main  cause  of  our  present  difficulties.  Now,  how- 
ever,  they  will  tell  you  that  the  emanations  from  acres  of  land 
nddeneil  with  putrefying  sewaae  are  neither  offensive  to  the 
Koaes  nor  injnrioms  to  the  health.  I  put  it  to  ]rou,  gentlemen, 
isiiimple  matter  of  common  medical  experience,  whether 
JOB  are  of  such  an  opinion ;  for,  if  so,  where  is  the  necessity 
fcr  all  oar  elaborate  and  expensive  machinery  for  getting  rid 
of  these  matters  from  our  houses,  and  for  preventing  the 
nape  of  such  offenaive  emanations  P  Why  feel,  in  fact,  the 
ktat  eoncem  for  an  untrapped  drain  or  an  overflowing  cess- 
pool P  One  of  the  highest  medical  authorities  on  the  subject 
of  feven,  Br.  Murchison,  has  traced  a  particular  fever  to  this 
partieQlar  source,  and  has  devoted  a  large  portion  of  his  daasi- 
ed  work  to  the  proof  of  sewer  fpan  bein^  the  primary  cause 
of  whst  he  has  termed  pythoffente  or  entenc  fever.  It  is  true 
that  he  has  some  donbts,  like  Dr.  Christison,  of  the  effects  of 
the  diloted  gases  ;  but  time  will  prove  whether  these  doabts 
iR  wdl  founded.  Already  enongh  has  been  seen  to  show  that 
they  are  not  so  liarmless  as  many  suppose.  Mr.  Creasy,  to 
vhom  I  have  before  alluded  as  practisingat  Beddington,  said 
very  recently,  before  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons: 
"  I  know  the  sewrage  farm  belonging  to  the  Croydon  Board  of 
Works,  at  Beddington,  and  have  nad  experience  in  mv  pro- 
fawioBiJ  capacity  of  what  eondiUon  of  health  is  around  those 
lata,  for  I  have  Imown  the  district  ever  since  it  was  a  sewa^ 
bni.  The  first  case  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  in  the  place  in 
1867,  and  from  that  time  to  thia  there  has  been  t^rphoid  fever 
ia  tm  eottage  on  the  eatate ;  and  1  find  around  it  that  almost 
every  disease  assumes  a  particular  type,  aoeompanied  with  what 
VB  eali  a  sewage  tongue."  In  the  spring  of  last  year  I  was 
iaqmring  into  the  condition  of  a  stream  called  the  Hebble 
Bnok,  whieh  receiTes  the  sewage  of  Halifax,  and  I  was  in- 
fomed  that  at  a  plaoe  near  the  outfall  of  the  biook  into  the  Oal- 
der,  aome  of  the  aewage  wasdistributed  upon  the  land,  and  that  it 
cnnd  saeh  a  serious  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  in  a  neighbour- 
ng  model  village,  belonsing  to  Mr.  Ackroyd,  that  it  was  found 
*fa*ol«ttly  neceasaiy  to  disMntinue  it.  Aj^,  in  the  autumn 
o(  1852, 1  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing,  on  a  very  large 
yfei  the  morbific  effects  of  sewer  gases  in  the  town  of  Shaftes- 
Wf ,  and  the  aiQacent  viUage  of  iBnmore  Oreen.  The  town 
hM  been  neently  drained  by  a  gentleman  of  no  great  practical 
Ijcqaantaaee  with  the  subject^  and  he  carried  the  sewage  into 
me  poods  and  ditches  around  the  town.  It  was  an  experiment 
Of  a  very  inatmotive  kind,  for  soon  the  people  were  attacked 
TOh  eateric  fevrr,  and  in  less  than  a  year  one-eighth  of  the 
^ole  popaUtion  was  down  with  the  disease ;  for  out  of  about 
^l&OO  persons,  446  were  attacked.  I  am  afraid,  therefore,  that 
tbsae  aianas,  even  when  diloted  with  air,  an  eapable  of  pro- 
■<aag  afrioM  m^yiiiUfj  and  that  ineh  fiiete  are  more  condu- 


aive  than  the  statistics  of  Dr.  Carpenter,  which  seem  to  show 
that  the  people  of  Beddington  and  Norwood  have  actually 
been  better  in  health  since  the  sewage  was  brought  to  them 
than  before.  8.  I  would  remind  you  that  the  efficacy  of  sew- 
age irrigation  is  entirely  dependent  on  the  percolation  of  sew- 
age matter,  and  the  distribution  of  it  through  the  subsoil  water. 
It  cannot  but  be,  therefore,  that  this  water  is  polluted  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  endanger  the  neighbouring  wells.  Many  in- 
stances of  this  have  already  come  under  my  notice ;  and  it 
would  seem,  from  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Carpenter,  that  Dr. 
Frankhind  had  himself  stated  that  the  chalk  well  at  Croydon, 
from  which  the  public  supply  is  obtained,  is  actually  polluted 
with  the  Kwkage  of  foul  matters  from  the  irrigated  grounds  at 
Beddington.  The  morbific  effects  of  such  water  are  but  too 
frequently  observed,  as  the  annual  reports  of  the  medical  officer 
of  the  Privv  Council  abundantly  testify ;  and  then  again,  if  the 
doctrines  of  Professor  Yon  Fettenkofer,  of  Munich,  be  correct, 
utheycertainly  seem  to  be,  that  fluctuation  in  the  level  of  ground 
water-charged  with  aewage  is  the  most  active  agent  of  fever 
and  cholera,  the  consequences  of  irrigation  may  be  most  serious. 
4.  Iliere  is  another  very  important  objection  to  sewage  irriga- 
tion^the  danger  of  propagating  parasitic  diseases.  Sewage 
contains  myriads  of  ova  of  intestinal  entozoa--every  segment 
of  a  tape-worm  discharf^  from  the  human  body  is  crowded 
with  them,  and  if  distributed  with  aewage  upon  the  land  will 
become  attached  to  the  j^rass  and  other  green  fodder  which  is 
produced  thereon.  This  is  eaten  by  cattle,  whose  bodies 
Quickly  become  infected  with  the  parasite  in  its  larval  con- 
dition, and  thus  the  measly  meat  becomes  the  agent  of  disease 
in  our  own  bodies.  At  present,  the  distribution  of  these  ova, 
and  their  access  to  the  bodies  of  herbivorous  animals,  is  en- 
tirely a  matter  of  accident ;  but  make  it  a  matter  of  certainty, 
aa  most  assuredly  you  will  by  distributing  sewage  upon  the 
fodder-producing  land,  and  the  consequences  must  be  serious. 
Dr.  Coobold,  who  is  our  highest  authority  on  this  subject,  haa 
published  an  essay  to  warn  the  public  against  the  dan^  of 
this  method  of  disposing  of  town  sewage ;  and  he  has  hinted 
at  the  probable  introduction  into  this  country  of  a  terrible 
helminthic  maladv  (BUhaniaJ  which  is  now  common  in  Egypt, 
in  Africa,  and  tne  Mauritius,  and  would  assuredly  be  pro- 
parted  throughout  the  land  by  this  dangerous  scheme  of 
imgation.  **  Have  the  kindness,"  he  sa^,  **  to  observe  that 
every  colonist  returning  from  the  Cape  is  liable  to  brin^  this 

Earasitic  treasure  with  him  as  a 'guest*  indeed,  dweUingin 
is  blood,  and  feeding  on  his  life  stream.  In  the  advanced 
stages  of  the  mdady,  the  afflicted  individual  must  frequentlv 
evacuate  the  eggs  and  their  contained  embryonic  krvie,  which 
are  thus  conveyed  into  the  ordinfU7  receptacles  of  such  void- 
ings.  There  let  them  remain,  or  convey  them  into  a  cesspool, 
and  no  harm  follows.  If  deemed  preferable,  you  ma)r  trans- 
port them,  along  with  myriads  of  other  human  parasite  eggs 
and  larvK,  into  a  common  sewer,  and  thence  into  the  sea ; 
still,  entoioologically  speaking,  no  harm  follows.  Here,  how- 
ever, let  me  invite  you  to  pause ;  for  if,  without  due  considera- 
tion, you  adopt  any  one  of  the  gigantic  schemes  now  in  TOgue, 
you  will  scatter  these  eggs  far  and  wide ;  you  will  spread  them 
over  thousands  of  acres  of  ground ;  yon  will  place  the  larvee 
in  those  conditions  which  are  known  to  be  eminently  favour- 
able for  Uie  development  of  their  next  stage  of  growth ;  you 
will  bring  the  latter  in  contact  with  land  and  water  snails, 
into  whose  bodies  they  will  speedily  penetrate ;  and,  in  shorty 
you  will  place  them  in  situations  where  their  yet  higher  grada- 
tions of  non-sexnal  growth  and  propagation  will  be  arrived  at. 
After  all  these  changes,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
they  will  experience  no  greater  difficulty  in  gaining  access  to 
our  bodies  here  in  Englimd  than  obtains  in  the  case  of  those 
same  parasites  attacking  our  fellow-creatures  whose  residence 
is  found  in  Esypt,  in  Natal,  in  the  Mauritius,  or  at  tho  Cape. 
In  a  natural  history  point  of  view,  it  would  not  be  aa  alto- 
gether siagidar  resnlt,  if,  twenty  years  hence,  this  parantio 
malady  should  be  as  prevalent  in  this  country  as  it  is  now 
known  to  be  in  particular  sections  of  the  African  continent 
Foreseeing  the  possibility,  not  to  say  probability,  of  tliis  con- 
tingency, am  I  not  riaht**  he  savs,  **  after  years  of  long  study, 
to  raise  my  voice  in  toe  hope  of  preventing  such  a  disaster  P  " 
Nor  is  it  unlikely  that  the  Trichina  may  be  distributed  in  the 
same  manner,  for  it  swarms  in  the  intestines  of  those  who 
have  just  become  infected  with  it,  and  may  be  discharged  into 
sewage  and  soatteied  upon  the  land  and  eaten  by  creatoiea 
whoaa  fleah  will  give  it  back  to  i|a  again.    No  <9ie,  iiideed, 
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bat  the  lielmintiioiogist  can  aaj  wiuit  ^^inieiuar  pannte  may 
not  be  distribnted  and  propagated  hj  tbii  dangeroas  agricoi- 
toral  procesa.  **  Hay  we  not,  indeed,  aa  Dr.  Cobbold  obaerret, 
*'  bat  too  reaeonablv  coigectare  that  the  whoieaale  ditnbation 
of  tape-worm  em  by  the  otiliaation  of  sewage  on  a  stnpen- 
dnoos  scale,  wiH  tend  to  spread  abroad  a  dass  of  diseases, 
some  of  which  are  severely  formidable  P  So  convinced  am  I," 
he  says,  "  of  the  tnith  emoodied  in  an  affinnative  reply  to  this 
latter  query — so  certain  am  I  that  parasites  are  propagated  in 
this  particular  way — so  surely  do  I  foresee  unpkasant  resnlts 
if  no  steps  be  taken  to  counteract  the  evil,  that  I  feel  myself 
bound  to  speak  out  boldly,  and  to  produce  no  uncertain  sound 
in  the  matter  which  most  closely  coneems  humanity."  The 
whole  Question,  in  fact,  is  of  vaat  hygienic  importance.  But, 
fifthly,  let  us  see  if  the  system,  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  is 
is  so  successful  as  to  render  the  sewage  innocuons,  before  its 
admission  into  a  running  stream.  Go  to  a  sewage  farm  after 
vou  have  given  due  notice  of  your  intended  visits  and  you  will 
be  taken  to  places  where  the  subsoil  water  is  running  from 
the  land  apparently  pure  and  drinkable ;  and  no  doubt  with 
proper  management,  under  proper  conditions  of  thoroush  and 
effective  filtration,  such  a  result  may  be  achieved ;  but  tne  real 
qoestion  is  how  far  this  is  really  and  practically  accomplished, 
for  it  involves  such  a  nice  adjustment  of  all  the  appliances, 
sooh  a  continuous  distribution  of  the  sewage  over  successive 
areas  of  land,  and  such  constant  supervision,  that  it  is  rarely 
effected.  To  judge  of  the  results,  therefore,  you  must  visit 
these  places,  as  I  nave  done,  without  previous  notice,  and  yon 
must  examine  the  whole  district,  for  it  is  not  uncommon  to 
find  byways  for  the  disposal  of  the  8ewap;e  which  the  land  will 
not  take.  Not  bug  sso,  as  I  have  said,  I  visited  Aldershot, 
with  Mr.  Uawksl^,  Mr.  Eftgar,  and  Professor  Ansted.  This 
you  know  is  a  pet  place  with  the  advocates  of  the  system*  but 
at  the  time  of  out  visit  we  found  that  nearly  all  the  sewage 
was  passing  alons  the  carriers  to  the  outfalls,  and  going  bodily 
into  the  river.  I  took  samples  of  the  sewage  as  it  entered 
tile  farm  from  the  two  camps,  and  as  it  flowed  from  the  farm 
to  the  river.  The  original  sewage  contained  64  grs.  of  soluble 
matter  per  gallon,  and  4A  grs.  of  insoluble,  each  of  which 
contained  about  SO  grs.  of  organic  matter.  As  it  left  the 
filter-tank  it  eontaiuM  the  same  amount  of  soluble  matter, 
and  85  grs.  of  suspended,  of  which  about  26  grs.  were  organic. 
As  it  ran  along  the  carriers  to  the  lower  put  of  the  farm,  it 
retained  its  bhick  offensive  character,  and  this  was  very  marked 
n^n  that  portion  of  the  land  where  a  little  of  it  was  dis- 
tributed. At  one  of  the  outfalls  into  the  Blackwater  river  it 
eontained  62  gis.  of  soluble  matter  pr  gallon,  of  which  S8 
grs.  were  organic,  and  3*84  grs.  of  suspended  matter.  At 
three  other  outfall  from  the  farm  the  soluble  matters  amounted 
respectively  to  62  g».,  58  grs.,  and  64  grs.  per  gallon,  of 
which  24  grs.,  20  grs.,  and  22  gra.  were  organic ;  the  sus- 
pended matters  being  26  grs.,  6  gis.,  and  6  grs.  per  gallon 
respectively,  of  which  12  gis.,  2  gis.,  and  3  grs.  were  organic. 
At  the  several  points  of  discharge  into  the  river  the  sewage 
was  black  and  fostid,  and  there  were  large  accumoUtions  of 
sewasn  mod  in  a  high  state  of  decomposition.  I  took  a 
sample  of  the  river  water  before  it  receivea  the  out£sll  sewage, 
and  after ;  the  former  contained  10  ^.  of  soluble  matter  per 
gallon,  and  the  latter  24  grs.,  of  which  the  organic  amounted 
to  3|  grs.  and  6  grs.,  the  ammonia  in  the  two  cases  being  0*264 
of  a  pain,  and  1*646  gr.,  showing  an  enormons  pollution  of 
the  nver  bv  the  so-ealieid  defecated  sewage.  Eveiywhere  upon 
the  land  where  the  sewage  had  been  distributed  there  were 
masses  of  fcecal  matter,  waiting  for  the  first  heavy  shower  of 
rain  to  wash  them  away  into  the  nearest  ontfisll ;  the  neigh- 
bouring ditches  were  in  a  most  offensive  condition,  and 
we  were  told  by  the  oocapants  of  the  houses  adjoining 
the  farm,  that  in  times  of  flood  the  whole  roadway  was 
covered  with  sewage  matters.  Considering  the  praise 
which  has  been  bestowed  on  the  alleged  sacoeas  of  this 
form,  I  was  not  prepared  to  witness  such  a  frightful  condition 
of  thin^.  At  tne  Craisintinny  meadows,  near  Edinburgh,  it 
is  notonous  that  the  ontM  water  from  the  form  is  shockmgly 
offensive,  but  as  it  runs  into  the  sea  it  is  not  oomplainel  of  as 
a  nuisance.  A  like  condition  of  things,  bnt  not  to  such  an 
extent,  I  have  seen  at  Norwood,  at  Bingby,  at  Warwick,  and 
aft  Banbury:  in  foct,  at  the  last-named  place  the  ditches 
around  the  form  were  full  of  sewage,  and  the  vratsr  was  mn- 
ning  from'  the  outfall  in  a  veiy  offensive  stiUe,  showing  that 
Ihe  syiten»«lftiiough  naoq^Uacf  food  renilti^is  nnlj  aoia 


praotioe,  unless  it  raeeives  aa  amount  of  attention  Chst  Biksi 
it  a  serious  business.  Besides  which,  there  are  times  wbea  as 
attention  will  prevent  the  dischaxge  of  foul  sewage  fromUie 
land,  as  when  tne  soil  is  heavy,  and  a  flood  of  rain  iweeiN  orer 
it,  and  when  vegetation  is  dormant.  In  winter  time  It  will 
freeze  upon  the  Und  and  kill  the  grass,  and,  as  itthavs,  na 
off  to  the  nearest  stream.  At  Warwick  we  saw  acres  oipcmi 
thus  despoiled,  where  the  defecation  of  sewage  was  eatiielj  a 
matter  of  snr&ce  filtration.  All  authorities,  indeed,  ifm 
that  the  success  of  tiiis  system  is  dependent  upon  a  oombiiuticn 
of  circumstances  which  are  not  always  attainable,  and  apoa  tbe 
strictest  care  and  supervision.  Even  then,  according  to  Dr. 
Frankland,  although  it  maj  purify  sewage  to  a  great  extent,  it 
doea  not  sufficiently  purify  it  to  render  it  admissibie  into  pota- 
ble water  without  danger ;  "  the  risk  arising  not  onl;  from 
the  considerable  amount  of  animal  organic  matters  which  the 
effluent  water  still  retains  in  solution,  bnt  also  from  theabtenee 
of  any  guarantee  for  the  removal  of  the  serms  or  other  ooxiou 
suspended  mattere  which  are  frequently  present  in  lewage." 
The  other  means  of  dealing  with  sewage,  so  as  to  separate  the 
anapended  matters,  and  to  remove  a  certain  portion  of  thorn 
which  are  dissolved,  is  to  submit  it  to  chemical  trestmeat. 
Already  there  are  sufficient  facts  to  enable  us  to  review  thii 
part  of  the  subject.  At  Leicester,  at  Hertford,  and  formerlj  it 
Tottenham,  the  sewage  was  defecated  with  lime,  the  lime  beiog 
used  to  the  extent  of  from  6  to  20  gre.  per  gaUon  of  sewags. 
The  treatment  is  effected  by  adding  the  lime  to  the  icvagi. 
and  then  briskly  agitating  it ;  after  which  it  flows  into  mbiid- 
ing-tanka,  where  the  sdUmentaxy  matters  dqxnit,  and  the 
clear  supernatant  water  runs  off  by  a  weir  placed  a  little  below 
the  aurnce.  At  Hertford  the  anpematant  water  is  filtered 
before  it  is  discharged  into  the  outfall,  and  in  summer  time  a 
little  chloride  of  lime,  amounting  to  about  half  a  gndo  ja 
gallon  of  sewage,  is  also  employed,  as  it  is  found  to  aeodoiiis 
the  sewage,  to  check  secondary  pntrefoction,  snd  to  preveat 
the  growth  of  the  aewer  fnngna  in  the  ontfiall  channel  la  the 
vear  1868,  when  I  firat  examined  thia  prooeaa  at  Ldoester  aad 
Tottenham,  for  Messn.  Bidder,  Hawkaley,  and  Baxalgette,  the 
referees  appomted  by  the  MeUDpolitan  Board  of  Works  to  coa- 
aider  the  question  of  the  main  drainage  of  the  metrapotU)! 
found  that  with  12  grs.  of  lime  per  gallon  of  sewage  the  wh<d6, 
or  nearly  the  whole,  of  the  suspended  matters  were  lemoreo, 
and  that  the  soluble  organic  matter  fell  from  13^  gra.  P" 
gallon  to  10|  gis.  When  20  grs.  of  lime  were  used,  the  aoloble 
organic  matter  fell  to  about  9  gn.  On  the  occasion  of  a  nion 
recent  visit  to  Iieicester,  with  Dr.  FrankUnd  and  ])t.  OdiiaL 
at  the  instance  of  the  'fhames  Conservancy  Board,  vefonad 
that  the  solnUe  mattere  of  the  sewa^  vrere  reduced  from  63 
gn.  per  gallon  to  48  grs. — ^the  organic  matter  falling  from  15 
gn.  to  6  gn.  At  Hotford,  where  the  orinnal  aewsge  ii  i^ 
markably  weak  on  account  of  subsoil  water,  L  haveaacatoined 
from  many  experiments  that  the  orsanic  matter  in  solotioa  n 
reduced  from  about  3  gn.  per  gallon  to  1*6  gr.  All  them 
results  accord  well  with laboretory  experiments,  aad  thej  aho^ 
as  I  stated  in  my  original  report  to  the  referees  alladed 
to,  that^  "judging  from  the  experimenta  which  I  haie 
made,  and  the  observationa  of  practice  on  a  Isige  seik 
it  is  ascertained  that  about  12  gn.  of  lime  to  a  8*Uob  (tf 
sewage  vriQ  effect  the  speedy  separation  of  all  the  suspended 
matten,  and  also  about  one-fourth  of  the  dissolved  oiigaBio 
matter,  leaving  a  clear  liquor  which  haa  lost  a  great  part  oi 
ita  offensive  odour ;  and  when  the  dear  liquor  is  o^>'^|*^^ 
from  five  to  seven  times  its  bulk  of  water,  and  is  exposed  to 
the  air,  it  ia  no  longer  offensive."  At  Lsioester,  vasn  the 
lime  method  haa  been  adopted,  the  river  Soar,  into  which  the 
sewage  flows,  haa  underaone  a  remarkable  iaprovemeak 
Before  the  works  were  eatabliahed  the  river  was  most  offea&v^ 
the  fish  were  killed,  the  vegetation  of  the  river  was  destrojeii 
and  those  who  inhaled  the  effluvia  from  it  vrere  eosstaatif  uL 
At  the  Belgmve  Mill,  which  is  Just  below  the  point  where 
the  sewage  entera  the  river,  the  foulness  of  the  s^'^^'V**? 
such  that  in  summer-time  the  water  of  the  mill-dam  >PP^ 
to  boil  with  putrefoetion ;  the  steneh  from  it  was  intoMnh*^ 
and  so  large  waa  the  quantity  of  snlphuretted  hfdregea 
evolved,  that  the  silver  in  the  men's  po^eta  taned  black  n 
a  few  honra.  At  that  time  the  men  were  constant^  sfflinei 
with  diarrhcea,  they  loat  their  strength,  and  their  appetita 
always  foiled  them ;  one  man  only  out  of  thirfy  ■*  ^ 
eighteen  yean  had  been  aUe  to  stand  it,  "Bd  heit^'AO 
§Kfe  me  an  aoeoiol  of  tkemttflr.   N«ii^)iowmv»»"' 
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the  lait  ihrae  7ean,diioe  the  lime  prooen  has  been  adopted, 
the  river  preaente  an  entirely  different  appeaianoe— aqoatio 
plantB  have  bcffun  to  flouiih,  the  fish  hare  Tentored  to  retum, 
the  Uack  mnd  has  ceaaed  to  accomnlate,  and  the  mill-dam  is 
BO  longer  offenaiTe.  All  along  the  stream  the  people  meak  of 
the  change  with  satis&cdon,  and  it  wonld  appear  that  the 
prooesB  InlfilB  the  nqnirement  of  the  local  Act,  which  demands 
that  the  water  discharged  from  the  works  shall  not  occasion 
s  niaisanoe,  or  be  iigurions  to  the  health  of  those  who  live  or 
are  employed  on  the  banks  of  the  stream.  Crude  sulphate  of 
alumina  is  another  precipitating  agent.  It  is  employed  at 
Strood,  in  Oloncestershire,  in  what  is  known  as  Bird's 
nethod.  The  cmde  sulphate  is  made  by  adding  about  20  lbs. 
of  salphnrie  add  to  1  cwt.  of  powdered  clay,  and  allowing  it 
to  stami  for  some  time.  This  material  is  mixed  with  sewage 
ia  the  proportion  of  1  cwt.  to  from  20,000  to  30,000  nllons 
of  iewage,  and  the  sedimentary  matters  are  collected  in  a 
properly-constmeted  tank.  Sulphate  of  alumina  is  decom- 
posed by  the  ammonia  of  the  sewage,  and  the  alumina  floe- 
eolstes  and  precipitates  the  suspended  matters,  leavinff  a  clear 
npernatant  liouid,  from  which  a  good  deal  of  dissolved 
organic  matter  has  been  removed.  To  ensure  the  precipitation 
of  tiie  alumina,  Dr.  Anderson,  of  Coventry,  recommends  the 
addition  of  lime.  He  uses  about  one  pound  of  crude  sulphate 
to  every  100  gaUona  of  sewage.  This  mixture  is  well  agitated, 
sod  then  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  lime  in  a  creamy  condition 
is  sdded.  Again  it  is  agitated,  and  the  flocoulent  alumina, 
together  with  the  suspended  matters,  n^idlj  hUa.  The  sedi- 
iwat  IS  collected  in  snbsiding-tanks,  which  are  worked  alter- 
nately, and  the  dear  liquor  is  run  off  from  it.  As  in  the  last 
ease,  the  suspended  matters  are  entirely  removed,  with  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  the  dissolved  organic  matter.  Cliloride 
of  iroo,  with  lixne,  is  also  a  powenul  defecator.  It  was 
lonneriy  used  at  Northampton,  and  is  still,  to  some  extent 
vitb  lime— the  lime  beins;  first  added  ta  tiie  sewage  in  the 
proportion  of  abont  a  bushel  to  8,500  gallons  of  sewage,  and 
the  chloride  of  Lme  to  the  extent  of  about  half  a  gallon ! 
The  chloride  is  made  at  the  works,  and  contains  abont  9,500 
grains  of  the  mixed  chlorides  of  iron  per  gallon.  In  this  case 
also  the  precipitation  of  the  sewa^  is  very  complete.  At 
present,  however,  the  local  authorities  are  using  sulphate  of 
iTOB  and  alumina  instead  of  the  dhloride.  The  com- 
poud  is  made  by  mixing  8  ewts.  of  crude  sulphuric 
acid  with  2  tons  of  a  ferruginous  earth  obtained  m  the 
noghboarhood.  After  standiof^  for  a  few  days  the  mix- 
tore  is  ready  for  use,  and  it  is  added  to  the  sewage  in 
the  above  proportion  to  a  million  gallons  of  sewage. 
At  Leamington,  where  there  is  an  iiyunction  aninst  tiie 
diseharge  of  nnpurified  sewage  into  the  nver  Leam.  Uie  autho- 
rities have  resorted  to  the  use  of  the  "A.B.C.'^  process  of 
Mr.  Sillar,  which  is  worked  by  the  Native  Guano  Company 
•t  its  own  oost.  The  sewage  flows  to  the  works  bv  gravi- 
tation, and  thexe  it  is  mixed  with  the  A3.C.  material  (con- 
ttsting  of  aluny  clay,  sulphate  of  magnesia,  bone  ashes,  wood 
disreoal,  and  a  little  blood  diffused  through  water).  The 
Bsterial  is  added  to  the  sewage  in  the  proportion  of  one 
gsUoa  to  200  gallons  of  sewage,  and  the  whole  of  it  well 
igitated.  It  then  flows  through  subsiding-tanks,  where  the 
pedpitaled  matter  subsides,  and  the  dear  water  flows  off 
from  a  weir  into  an  outfall  channel  with  a  filter.  The  tanks 
■re  worked  eontinuonsly  for  about  a  vreek,  when  the  precipi- 
tated matter  is  removed  to  a  centrifBgal  machine,  and  drained 
to  the  oonsistenoe  of  putty.  This  is  further  dried  by  expo- 
nre  to  the  air,  and  its  ammonia  is  fixed  by  means  oi  a 
utile  solphuric  acid,  which  also  breaks  up  the  organic  matter, 
u  this  state  it  is  riddled,  and  sold  freely  at  a  good  profit 
for  ouuure.  Samples  of  the  Leamington  sewage  were  taken 
for  eiaaination  by  the  Royal  Pollution  Commissioners  on  the 
nth  of  December  hst,  and  duplicates  of  them  were  furnished 
w  me  on  the  followuig  day  for  analysis.  I  ascertained  that 
the  orifpial  sewage  contained  66  grs.  of  solid  matter 
u  solution  per  gallon,  of  which  14.43  grs.  were  organic, 
vhile  the  effluent  water  before  filtration  contained  67  grs.  of 
•waUe  matter  per  gallon,  of  which  11.27  grs.  were  organic, 
au  the  filtered  vrater  contained  61  grs.  per  callon,  of  which 
'  T^.  P**  ^w  organic.  Again,  the  suspended  matters  in  the 
Jingiasl  sewage  amounted  to  113.6  grs.  per  gallon,  while  in 
toeelBaeDtsewwe  before  filtration  it  was  7.64  grs.,  and  in  the 
wed  seir^  3.12  grs.  The  Royal  Commissioners,  in  de- 
MiUig  their  ni«lts»  do  not  muition  the  flltend  water,  but  in 


other  respects  their  results  accord  pretfy  closely  with  mine. 
Lastly,  there  is  a  method  of  the  late  Mr.  Blyth,  which  is  very 
deserving  of  attention.  Mr.  Blyth  was  the  chemist  of  the  old 
Board  of  Health,  and  he  had  great  opportunities  of  studying 
tliis  matter.  His  plan  is  fint  to  add  a  soluble  phosphate  of 
lime  and  sulphate  of  magnesia  to  the  sevrage.  Afbor  a^tation, 
the  mixture  is  neutralized  by  means  of  a  little  slaked  lime,  and 
the  precipitated  magnesian  phosphate  carries  down  vrith  it  the 
whole  of  the  sedimentary  matter  and  a  portion  of  the  soluble 
ammonia.  A  million  tons  of  sewage  require  about  1  ton  8 
cwt.  of  Bl^rth's  compound,  and  4  cwt.  of  lime  for  neutralising. 
The  resulting  dry  precipitate  weighs  about  3  tons  8  cwt.,  and 
contains  about  68  per  cent,  of  organic  matter  (yielding  4.6 
ammonia)  and  8.66  of  phosphate  of  lime.  All  these  metliods 
are  manifestly  capable  of  separating  from  sewaee  all  the  aedi- 
mentary  matter,  and  also  of  removing  considereole  portions  of 
dissolved  ornnic  matter;  but  to  be  effective  there  should  not 
only  be  gooa  agitation  of  the  sewage  after  the  addition  of  the 
precipitating  agent,  but  there  should  also  be  sufficient  tank- 
room  for  the  deposition  of  the  sewage  for  not  less  than  four 
hours ;  and  there  should  also  be  a  means  of  filtering  tlie  de- 
fecated sewage  before  it  is  discharged  into  the  river  or  other 
watercourse.  After  witnessing  the  action  of  lime  as  a  defe- 
cator at  Leicester  and  Hertford,  Dr.  Odling,  Dr.  FrankUnd, 
and  myself  reported  to  the  Thames  Conservancy  that  the  fol- 
lowing were  the  conditions  necessary  to  its  success:  1.  The. 
proportion  of  lime  should  not  be  less  than  one  ton  to  a  mUlion 
gallons  of  sewage,  and  there  should  also  be  used  661bs.  of 
chloride  of  lime.  2.  That  the  mixture  of  the  sewage  with  the 
lime  and  chloride  of  lime  should  be  very  complete,  and  that 
the  mixture  should  be  agitated,  so  as  to  aggregate  the  sus- 
pended matters,  and  thus  assist  in  the  subsequent  precipitation  of 
suspended  matter.  3.  That  the  sewage  when  thus  treated 
vrith  lime  should  flow  along  two  subsiding-tanks  in  series ;  the 
flrst  should  be  capable  of  holding  at  least  one  hour's  flow,  and 
the  second  of  holding  not  lees  than  four  hours*  flow.  The 
tanks  should  be  four  feet  in  depth,  and  the  overflow  of  the 
defecated  sewage  should  be  by  a  weir  only  half  an  inch  below 
the  surface.  4.  That  there  should  be  a  double  set  of  tanks 
for  alternate  working.  5.  That  the  defecated  vrater  should 
flow  through  a  shallow  open  conduit  of  not  less  than  a  Quarter 
of  a  mile  in  length  before  being  received  into  a  stream  of  freely 
running  water,  of  not  less  than  eight  or  ten  times  the  volume 
of  the  defecated  sewage.  In  this  way,  or  by  any  similar  method 
of  defecation,  the  sewage  of  towns  may  be  easily  and  safely 
dealt  with,  so  as,  on  the  one  hand,  to  ensure  its  purification 
before  it  is  discharged  into  a  runiiin|f  stream,  and,  on  the  other, 
to  avoid  the  many  dangers  of  irrigation.  I  refrain  from  enter- 
ing on  the  subject  of  uie  pecuniary  aspects  of  this  question, 
for  they  are  nowhere  encouraging,  notvrithstanding  that  the 
most  sanguine  opinions  have  b^  expressed  of  the  commercial 
and  agricultural  value  of  sewage.  Irrigation,  like  precipi- 
tation, except  in  the  case  of  the  Leamington  method,  is  every- 
where unprofitable,  when  it  is  conducted  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  prevent  the  pollution  of  the  neighbourin|f  streams }  and  I 
warn  you  against  the  fflowin^f  accounts  which  are  given  of 
the  profitable  returns  of  certain  sewage  forms,  for,  if  the  cost 
of  outiay  is  considered  and  balanced  vrith  the  average  returns, 
it  will  alwajrs  be  found  to  be  a  losing  afflEdr.  The  most  san- 
guine enthusiasts  have  generally  abandoned  the  system  after  a 
trial  of  its  merits.  Little  or  nothing,  in  fact,  can  be  profit- 
ably grown  upon  the  sodden  land  but  Italian  rye-grass,  and 
when  this  is  aoundant  it  must  be  cut,  or  it  will  rot  upon  the 
ground,  and  it  must  be  sold  foit  what  it  will  fetch.  In  the 
summer  of  1866,  when  I  was  in  Edinburgh,  I  saw  acres  upon 
acres  of  rye-grass  rotting  upon  the  for-tamed  Craiffintinny 
meadows ;  and  when  I  asked  the  cause  of  it  I  was  told  by  the 
manager  that  the  cattle-plague  had  ruined  his  cnstomen,  and 
there  was  nobody  to  buy  it  and  nothing  to  eat  it,  and  there  it 
must  rot  Besides  whidi,  there  are  considerable  doubts  u  to 
the  value  of  it  as  fodder.  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Rugby,  who  ought 
to  be  a  high  authori^  on  the  subject— for  it  was  a  pet  of  his 
— ^honestly  declares  that  his  experience  does  not  show  a  profit 
in  the  use  of  such  fodder,  and  he  gives  a  good  example  of  it. 
Twelve  Aynhire  cows,  which  calved  about  the  same  time  in 
May,  1869,  yielded  at  the  end  of  twelve  weeks  an  average 
quantity  of  9|  quarts  of  milk  per  day  per  cow.  Their  daily 
consumption  of  rye-grass  was  1^  cwt.  per  cow.  If  they  had 
been  muked  for  nine  months,  the  avenge  daily  yield  of  milk 
would  have  been  onlj  firom  flvt  to  six  qoazts  twr  cow.    The 
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cost  of  the  grass,  at  lOs.  per  ton,  was  Od.  p«r  cow  per  day,  and 
the  other  expenses  of  the  dairy  raised  it  to  Is.  SJd.  per  cow. 
The  milk,  at  8d.  per  gallon,  was  worth  only  Is.  7d.,  and  when 
the  cost  of  sending  it  to  market  was  taken  into  account,  to- 
gether with  the  wear  and  tear  of  nteasils,  he  vainly  asked  for 
profit.  Bnt  all  this  is,  as  I  have  said,  no  part  of  my  present 
inquiry,  for  mv  business  is  solely  with  the  sanitary  part  of  the 
qnestiou  ;  and  I  would  ask  yon  whether,  having  regard  for 
tne  public  health,  there  are  not  serious  dangers  in  the  rash 
recommendations  of  the  Royal  Pollution  Commissioners  to 
scatter  the  sewage  of  every  city  and  town  in  the  kingdom 
broadcast  upon  the  land  P  Medical  authorities  of  some  sani- 
tarv  experience  are  alone  able  to  engage  in  such  important 
pathological  considerations,  and  it  must  strike  every  one  who 
IS  interested  in  the  subject,  that  a  Boval  Commission,  with- 
out any  pretence  of  medical  knowledge,  is  sin^arly  in- 
competent to  deal  with  such  a  matter.  What  importance 
the  public  or  Parliament  may  attach  to  their  recommenda- 
tions I  am  unable  to  learn,  except  from  former  experience, 
but  it  is  clearly  our  duty,  as  public  health  officers,  to  ex- 
amine the  subject  from  a  medical  point  of  view,  and  I  doubt 
not  what  wiU  be  the  conclusion. 

Dr.  CoBBOLD  said  that  individually  he  regarded  the  sewage 
question  as  one  which  was  three  parts  out  of  four  a  chemical 

Suestion.  On  this  account  he  tnought  the  chemiats  should 
ave  the  advantage  of  speaking  first  upon  it.  Dr.  Lethcby 
had  referred  specially  to  the  remarks  made  by  him  in  his 
brochure.  Now,  though  the  observations  he  made  there  were 
written  in  a  warm,  perhaps  too  warm  a  strain,  he  believed 
there  was  no  statement  which  he  was  not  still  prepared  to 
substantiate.  And  he  thought  since  he  had  gained  more 
ex^rience  in  experimental  researches  that  he  could  now 
write  a  pamphlet  much  more  cogent  than  that  to  which  Dr. 
Letheby  had  alluded.  With  reference  to  parasitic  diseases, 
he  would  only  say  that  lie  knew  of  two  jpatiente  in  this 
country  who  were  suffering  from  that  frightful  malady  which 
was  so  destructive  in  £gypt.  These  patieute  at  every  urinary 
discharge  must  pass  a  number  of  the  eggs  of  this  parasite,  and 
if  the  number  of  persons  so  afflicted  was  increased  fivefold  the 
chances  of  the  extension  of  this  disease  must  likewise  in- 
crease. But  happily  there  were  so  many  contingencies  which 
the  parasites  haa  to  encounter  before  they  arrived  at  the 
human  body  that  the  community  were  yet  spared ;  still  he 
held  by  the  stotements  contained  in  his  pamphlet,  llien  toke 
the  case  of  ordinary  tape^-worm  disoruers,  respecting  which 
he  had  had  much  experience.  There  were  about  8,000 
persons  in  liOndon  suffering  from  this  cause,  who  each  passed 
irom  four  to  twelve  joints  a  day,  each  joint  containing  30,000 
mature  eggs,  which  would  give'  at  least  a  daily  return  of  460 
millions,  out  he  believed  1,000  million  eggs  was  nearer  the 
mark.  A  cerUin  number  of  gpiins  of  organic  matter  per 
gallon  were  found  by  chemists  in  sewage,  of  which  organic 
matter  these  eggs  must  be  part  and  parcel.  A  handful  of 
large  entozoa  parasites  had  been  token  from  the  Craigintinny 
meadows.  If  this  sewage  was  distributed  far  and  wide,  it  was 
certain  that  a  considerable  portion  of  these  millions  of  eggs 
must  gain  access  to  the  herbivora.  It  was  known,  from  ex- 
perimental researches,  that  measles  were  developed  produc- 
tivelv  in  beef.  It  was  a  popular  notion  that  pork  only 
developed  measles,  but  he  would  assert  that  in  underdone  bc«f 
persons  ran  a  greater  risk.  The  proportion  of  tope-worm 
disease  derived  from  measly  beef  was  as  seven  or  eight  to  one 
in  the  case  of  pork.  It  was,  therefore,  to  incur  an  enormous 
risk  to  dbtribute  sewa^  which  conteined  these  germs  over 
the  land.  It  was  possible  to  decimate  the  population  of  any 
town  within  a  certein  number  of  months  by  tne  distribution 
of  tape-worm  germs,  there  being  one  tope-worm  in  particular 
which  produced  a  disease  of  the  human  body  at  present 
causing  the  death  of  400  persons  annuallv  in  tliis  countey. 
It  that  parasitic  disease  should  increase  iu  the  same  proportion 
as  other  parasitic  diseases,  such  as  the  ordinary  tope-worm,  a 
result  would  follow  such  as  still  obtained  iu  Iceland,  where 
one-sixth  of  the  popnUtion  died  annually  from  this  cause. 
Having  these  fads  to  deal  with,  and  knowing  the  develop- 
mental process  through  which  these  parasites  passed,  he 
thought  they  were  called  tpon  to  ask  people  to  pause  before 
adopting  a  scheme  so  gigantic  as  that  now  proposed,  fraught 
as  It  was  with  consequences  so  serious  as  those  which  he  be- 
lieved  were  involved  in  it. 
&lr.  HoLLAiVD  said  he  did  not  believe  any  portion  of  Dr. 


Letliebjf's  paper,  and  he  thought  the  writer  was  incontuteat 
with  himself.  In  the  first  place  he  alleged  that  twenty  tiDct 
its  volume  of  water  would  purify  the  sewage  poored  into  it, 
and  afterwards  he  asserted  tnat  even  a  smallquantitv  of  vater 
from  irrigation  meadows  was  poison.  Was  Dr.  Lethebf  pre- 
pared* to  recommend  that  the  soil  should  be  burnt;  it  sot, 
what  did  he  propose  to  do  with  it  ?  Unless  he  wu  prepand 
to  recommend  that  all  human  manure  should  be  bant  to 
avoid  the  supposed  risk,  his  argument  went  for  nothing.  He 
(Mr.  HolUnd)  believed  that  the  danger  of  spresdi^dii- 
eaae  by  the  irrigation  system  was  purely  imaginary.  Where 
was  the  evidence  of  disease  having  been  produced  where  the 
system  was  adopted  ?  He  had  made  inquiries  on  the  subject 
and  could  find  none.  At  Carlisle  he  asked  whether  the  sheep 
had  the  rot,  and  was  answered  tnat  they  had  not.  At  Edin- 
burgh cows  had  been  fed  with  grass  from  the  irrigated  meadovi 
for  sixty  or  seventy  years,  but  there  was  no  evidence  of  the 
prevalence  of  disease  among  them.  It  was  true  that  they 
were  not  very  healthy,  but  this  arose  from  their  mode  of  life. 
Everything  was  done  to  stimulate  the  production  of  milk  from 
them,  and  thry  suffered  from  want  of  exercise  and  fresh  air. 
Sewage  was  nothing  but  manure  suspended  in  water,  and  the 
error  was  not  in  putting  it  on  the  land  at  sdl,  but  in  putting  it 
on  in  excess.  At  Carhsle  he  had  been  told  that  the  residents 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  irrigated  fields  were  nnheaUbj, 
but  on  inquiry  it  turned  out  that  there  were  no  inhabitants  in 
close  proximity,  and  of  those  who  were  anywhere  near,  there 
were  abundant  causes  of  unhealthinesa  in  the  condition  of 
their  houses. 

Dr.  Cjlepxnter  considered    that   the  ai^uments  of  Dr. 
Letheby  were  based  upon  a  false  foundation,  and  that  either 
he  had  little  practical  acquaintance  with  the  facts  from  vhich 
he  had  drawn  his  inferences,  or  had  taken  only  such  portions 
of  them  as  were  calculated  to  sustain  his  riew  of  the  ease. 
Dr.  Lethebv  had  alluded  to  some  statemente  made  by  him,  and 
had  specially  referred  to  the  sanitary  state  of  the  fields  at 
Beddington.    The  people  of  Croydon  were  among  the  earliest 
to  adopt  any  sanitary  arrangemente  at  all.    They  were  oob> 
polled  to  adopt  some  plaui  because  of  the  terrors  ot  the  lav- 
no  less  than  five  or  six  iniunctions  having  been  obtained 
against  them,  and  the  Local  Board  were  tlueatened  with  con- 
mittal  to  prison  unless  they  ceased  to  do  certain  acts.   That 
was  in  1868,  and  in  1859  and  I860  they  obtained  poven  to 
do  what  they  had  since  continued  to  do.    In  1800  the  ini^* 
tion  meadows  were  laid  down,  and  they^  had  been  in  actife 
operation  to  the  present  time.    Until  this  year  no  comphuH 
either  officially  or  otherwise,  had  been  made  of  injarv  arising 
from  these  meadows.    Previous  to  1660,  the  town  liad  bees 
put  to  thousands  of  pounds  expense  for  damage  occasioned  by 
the  sewsge,  but  from  that  year  till  within  the  last  nine  months 
they  had  been  free  from  such  liability.    In  I860  th^  laid 
down  276  acres  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  irrigation,  and  to 
remove  the  mischief  which    19,000   people  ptoduced  by 
their  sewage.    Since  then  the  population  of  the  town  had 
increased  to  50,000,  and  he  was  free  to  confess  that  the 
quantity  of  sewage  was  too  much  for  the  land.    The  resolt 
had  been  that  occasionally  of  late  the  water  wu  not  so 
effectually  purified  as  it  should  have  been.    Untfl  1S67  oo 
cases  of  fever  occurred  there.    The  water  of  the  effloent 
stream  passed  through  the  grounds  of  a  gentleman  residing 
iu  the  neighbourhood,  and  even  at  the  present  time  tront  might 
be  seen  swimming  about  in  it.    That  being  the  case,  wu  it 
not  evident  the  plan  adopted  for  dealing  with  the  sewage  was 
the  correct  plan  P    Indeed,  Dr.  Lethebv  said  so  himself  sad  it 
had  been  shovm  in  that  room  that,  if  sewage  were  made  to 
pass  through  five  feet  of  earth,  it  wouM  be  rendered  perfe^ 
innocuous,  and  would  be  perfectly  oxidized.    Surely,  then,  the 
passage  of  sewage  over  land  where  it  was  exposed  to  the  air, 
andcitmein  contact  with  growing  vegetable  matter,  voold 
remove  from  it  all  those  elements  which  were  iojnrions  to 
health,  and  the  water  would  go  off  perfectly  pure.    Dr. 
Letheby  was  in  the  position  of  an  engineer,  who,  some  yejw 
rgo,  wrote  a  pamphlet  to  prove  that  it  was  totally  impoaailue 
for  a  steamboat  to  cross  the  Atlantic,  because  she  coold  not 
carry  sufficient  coals,  the  pamphlet  being  issued  at  tJie  my 
moment  that  a  steamer  was  actually  accomplishing  the  feat. 
The  town  of  Crovdon  was  a  standing  proof  that  sewage  eoaU 
be  successfully  disposed  of  in   the   way  Dr.  Letheby  m* 
sorted  to  be  impossible.    With  regard  to  the  qoestion  ot 
health,  he  might  state   tiiat,  since  the  beginning  of  tbe 
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jetr,  there  hej  not  been  t  tinffle  ctie  of  fefur  reported  to  the 
Board  of  Goaidimns  from  Beadmicton,  and  he  might  add,  aa 
the  medical  attendant  of  most  of  the  wealthy  fiuniliea  there, 
that  he  had  not  had  a  tingle  case  of  fsTer,  either  typhns  or 
tvphoid,  among  them  since  the  irrigation  meadows  commenced. 
With  reference  to  the  effect  npou  the  inhabitants  of  Croydon 
proper,  tnrely,  if  the  emanations  from  the  farms  were  so  dan- 
ffnm  as  represented,  the  inhabitants  of  the  densely  populated 
loT-ljing  parts,  which  were  within  600  yards  of  the  ontfall  of 
those  fiums,  would  have  suffered  from  typhoid.  But  for  a  long 
period  there  had  not  been  a  single  case  in  that  low  district, 
and  with  the  exception  of  a  few  cases  of  scarlet  fever  there 
hid  been  no  fever  there  at  all.  The  irrigation  system  went  on 
dniioe  the  winter  as  well  as  the  summer,  and  in  the  former 
period  of  the  year  the  water  had  gone  off  pretty  nearly  free  from 
those  elemenU  which  were  injurious.  This  was  the  result  of 
experienee  of  the  ststem  forced  upon  the  parish  of  Croydon, 
aad  which  they  had  not  taken  up  of  their  own  wiU.  Having 
observed  the  system,  and  seen  its  effects,  he  was  positively  con- 
viseed  that  the  air  which  passed  over  the  fields,  instead  of  being 
bjariooB,  was  a  benefit  to  the  people  living  around.  It  was  a 
positive  &ct,  with  regard  to  Norwood,  that  the  moment  the  irri- 
gation fields  were  established  the  mortality  fell  from  18  to  16, 
and  had  remained  so.  Br.  Letherby  said  he  had  evidence  of 
vater  coming  off  the  ddds  in  an  impure  state.  He  (Dr.  Car- 
penter) knew  thnt  there  had  been  soch  instances,  arising  from 
the  fact  that  persona  had  gone  to  the  fields,  broken  down  the 
eamera,  and  pulled  at  the  sluices,  letting  the  water  out.  Br. 
lirtheby  knew  very  well  that  the  argument  to  be  drawn  from 
the  chemical  aaaljrsis  of  the  water  vas  valuelt  ss,  unless  he  was 
a«ire  of  all  the  drcnmstances  of  the  case. 

froCessor  Ansted,  being  referred  to  by  the  chairman,  as 
haTias  had  experience  of  these  matters  in  connection  with  the 
eityof  Milan,  said  he  hardly  felt  qualified  to  take  part  in  the 
diseasaion,  although,  perhaiM,  so  far  as  a  certain  amount  of 
ftmiiiarity  with  works  of  tliis  kind  went,  he  might  be  able  to 
afford  some  little  imformation.  The  general  subject  appeared 
to  him  as  far  more  belonging  to  the  medical  man  than  the 
geological  engineer,  if  he  might  so  denominate  himself. 
Havioff  had  the  opportunity,  now  and  then,  of  noticing  the  re- 
mits obtained  daring  the  irrigation  of  considerable  tracts  of 
h»d  on  a  laige  acale,  with  material  more  or  less  mixed  up  with 
sewage,  he  thought  he  w-is  justified  in  saying  that  in  most 
cases,  if  not  in  all,  those  results  had  been  certainly  unfavourable 
to  the  general  health  of  the  neighbourhood.  The  chairman 
alloded  to  his  experience  at  Milan.  He  knew  the  town  well, 
asd  the  way  in  which  the  sewage  was  conducted  over  the  fields 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  and  he  believed,  on  the  evidence 
of  medical  men — some  of  whom  had  been  examined  by  ^arlia- 
mentaiT  committees  in  this  country,  and  whose  evidence 
might  be  found  in  blue-books— that  the  result  of  the  system 
parraed  there  was  eminently  unsatisfactory  with  regard  to  the 
health  of  the  people  living  near  where  the  works  were  carried 
OB ;  and  it  waa  not  astonishing,  for  no  one  could  go  into  the 
lower  parts  of  the  town  near  the  stream  and  the  works  without 
being  eonadons  of  thdr  being  eminently  disagreeable,  and  pro- 
bably unhealthy.  The  Italians  were  not  particular  on  the  sub- 
ject of  smells,  but  it  wu  confessed  that  these  ware  very 
ohjeetionaUe.  The  sewage  wu  carried  over  the  fields,  and 
took  its  course.  Sometimes  it  was  used,  and  in  all  probability, 
when  that  waa  the  case,  it  passed  off  the  ground  without  doing 
SB}  damage  to  the  water  of  the  stream ;  but  during  a  great  part 
of  the  year  such  waa  not  the  fact,  and  the  consequence  was  that 
the  stream  in  its  course  was  much  polluted.  And  this  was  a 
retnlt  which  he  had  also  observed  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 
A  few  days  previous  he  had  the  opportunity  of  visiting  the  irri- 

Stion  works  at  Aldershot,  and  there  it  wu  perfectly  clear  to 
ai  that  the  farm  which  took  the  camp  sewage  and  was  work- 
ing it,  WM  utterly  inadequate  for  the  quantity  put  upon  it,  and 
that,  from  the  nature  of  the  irrigation,  the  sewage  water  carried 
over  the  fields  could  only  be  used  upon  a  Tcry  small  scale,  while 
the  greater  part  of  it  necessarily  ran  away  into  the  river.  He 
cooiii  not  help  thinking  that  in  most  cases  this  must  be  the 
nsnlt.  It  waa  not  for  him  to  say  what  wm  the  right  method 
of  getting  over  the  extraordinary  difficulty  which  the  public 
were  called  upon  to  face,  bnt  that  some  method  must  be  aaopted 
wu  evident.  The  question  before  the  meeting  wu  whether  that 
prtiealar  method  of  eanying  on  the  work  suggested  by  the 
Royal  Comnisaion  on  the  Pollution  of  Bivers  wu  likely  to  be 
pmetieaDy  useful.    Aa  fiar  u  his  own  experience  and  know- 


ledge were  concerned,  it  teemed  to  him  that  the  method  of  ear. 
ryingaway  the  sewsffe  and  utilizing  it  by  irrigation  mi^ht  be 
successful  upon  a  small  scale,  where  the  population  wu  limited 
andtheacreage  wu  large;  but  he  could  not  see  muchprobabiUtr 
of  its  beiuff  successful  uplon  a  large  scale,  for  what  upon  a  small 
scale  would  practically  do  no  harm — say,  in  the  case  of  200  or 
800  acres — wonld  be  attended  with  verv  serious  result  in  the 
case  of  a  large  city  or  town.  It  might  be  very  well  in  the  case 
of  Croydon,  where  the  population  wu  small,  but  the  limits  of 
the  adaptability  of  the  system  were  soon  reached,  and  could  not 
be  advantageously  extended. 

Mr.  LiDDLB  remarked  that  in  dealing  with  the  subject  they 
had  two  enthusiasts  to  encounter— Br.  Letheby  and  Br.  Frank- 
land — whose  papers  were  always  read  with  attention,  and  pro- 
bably between  the  two  some  useful  information  might  be 
lathered.  He  wu  disappointed  in  the  paper  jut  read,  because 
it  contained  verv  litUe  which  wu  of  practinl  benefit  to  the 
meeting  u  a  body  of  sanitary  officers.  It  raised  objections  to 
the  existing  modes  of  operations,  but  it  gave  them  no  hint  as 
to  what  could  be  done  with  the  sewsge,  how  to  utilize  it  with- 
out creating  a  nuisance,  and  exposing  the  community  to  those 
fatal  consequences whicn  Br. CoDboldhad  described. 

Mr.  Cb£a.8T  thought  it  was  necessarv  to  explain  in  some 
degree  the  sort  of  conflict  of  evidence  which  had  taken  place. 
When  Beddington  wu  mentioned,  it  should  be  known  that  it 
wu  a  large  district,  and  that  a  portion  of  it  had  little  to  do 
with  the  sewage  question.  The  sewage  fields  of  Croydon  had 
been  well  chosen  with  reference  to  population,  but  certainly  in 
every  cottage  on  the  estate  there  had  been  typhoid  fever 
through  the  whole  course  of  the  time— not  a  cottage  had 
escaped.  And  u  to  the  outfuU  at  Beddington  Comer,  every 
well  wu  contaminated,  and  not  a  house  wu  firee  from  fever.  At 
Carshalton  he  had  had  cases  of  enteric  attack.  At  Beddington 
Comer,  near  the  ont&ll,  four  children  had  been  taken  out  of 
one  house  in  a  day  sticken  down  with  scarlet  fever. 

Br.  Cakpzntzr  interposed  the  remark  that  the  local 
nuisances  in  connection  with  those  cotiaj^  were  qnite  snffident 
to  produce  all  the  fever  complained  of,  vrithout  seeking  a  cause 
in  the  ontfall  sewer  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off. 

Mr.  Cb£a.sy  said  that  might  be,  but  the  watershed  went  in 
that  direction.  In  every  one  of  those  houses  an  examination  of 
the  tonp:ues  of  the  inhabitants  would  show  that  there  wu 
enteric  irritation.  The  same  indicatiou  which  were  caused  by 
the  Croydon  sewage  on  one  spot  arose  from  the  existence  of 
cesspools  on  another. 

Mr.  Hawxslet  said  he  could  fully  justifv  the  statements 
made  by  Mr.  Creasy,  for  few  persons  vrere  better  acquainted 
than  himaelf  with  the  results  of  the  irrisation  works  at  Bed- 
dington Comer.  He  had  been  profesnonafly  called  dovm  to  look 
at  those  works  at  intervals  for  many  years,  and  also  in  conse- 
quence of  comphunts  having  arisen,  although  Br.  Carpenter 
stated  there  had  been  no  such  complaints  unoe  1860.  When 
on  other  occasions  he  had  been  in  the  ndshbourhood  on  totally 
different  business,  he  had  taken  sampua  of  the  water  as 
it  fell  into  the  Wandle,  and  had  them  analysed.  He  had  also 
been  up  the  stream,  and  looked  at  the  confiuenoe  of  the  two 
waters,  which  ran  over  the  meadows  in  different  directions. 
On  one  recent  occanon  he  found  one  of  those  waters  exceed- 
ingly dear,  and  the  other  about  u  foul  u  it  could  be.  These 
two  waters  met,  and  passed  down  bv  the  nde  of  the  cottagu 
just  mentioned,  and  thence  to  the  Wandle.  In  the  month  of 
February  lut  he  was  down  there ;  the  sewage  wu  then  frozen 
over  the  whole  surfiace  of  the  hind  for  acres  and  acrea,  and 
wu  not  in  the  state  which  Br.  Carpenter  had  described.  But, 
besides  that,  he  had  been  there  in  the  summer,  and  in  the 
summer  it  depended  very  much  upon  the  state  of  the  water 
whether  the  sewage,  when  passed  upon  the  land,  stank  or  not. 
In  warm  weather  it  often  stank  frightfully,  espedally  on 
"  muRgy"  evenings.  The  sewage  then  gave  off  a  verv  sicken- 
ing, though  not  necessarily  a  very  powenul  odour.  The  same 
sort  of  thing  occurred  everywhere  when  sewage  was  applied 
to  land — at  the  Barking  farm,  at  Edinburgh,  at  Aldershot,  and 
every  place  he  had  visited.  It  had  been  stated,  to  his  great 
surprise,  in  the  course  of  this  discussion,  that  at  Carlisle  the 
sewage  did  not  stink.  Most  assuredly  it  did  in  hot  weather, 
although  the  entire  quantity  of  sewage  put  upon  the  enormou 
acreage  of  land  there  wu  only  from  200,000  gallons  a  day  as 
a  minimum,  to  something  under  400,000  gallons  u  a  maximum, 
which  wu  only  one-dztti  of  the  sewage  of  Carliale.  And  it 
wu  there  of  so  Uttie  value  thrt  the  other  flve^^itbs  were 
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aUowed  to  ran  twiy  into  theriTtr,  though  the  aisream  of  land 
for  its  reception  was  soffident  to  ntiUze  the  whole.  As  to 
the  commercial  eeoDomT  of  the  qratem,  he  had  made  a  great 
maDy  inquiries,  and  he  had  heen  told  tcij  frequently  of  crops 
heing  sold  at  £18,  £20,  and  even  £25  an  acre,  and  (hat  every- 
one wu  deb'ffhted  with  the  effects.  Bat  when  he  came  to  ask 
what  was  the  net  resnlt  of  the  year's  working,  he  was 
answered,  «  Ah,  that  is  another  thing."  «  Well,  hnt  what  is 
it  P"  "  Well,  we  lost  so  many  hundred  ponnds  last  y^**  and 
in  some  cases  so  many  thousands.  There  was  not  one  single 
pkce  he  had  heard  of  where  the  application  of  sewage  for  the 
purpose  of  sanitary  disinfection  was  proved  to  he  a  commercial 
success.  It  wu  a  commercial  success  at  Edinhnrgh.  Why  P 
Because  it  wu  not  applied  for  sanitary  purposes.  They  nsed 
as  much  as  they  required  for  irrigation  purposes,  and  the 
remainder  ran  into  the  sea  or  river  nearly  as  foul  as  when  it 
entered  upon  the  land.  But  this  wu  not  the  question  now 
hefore  the  meeting.  The  question  before  them  wm  one  which 
almost  every  one  could  answer  for  himself.  Take  the  case  of 
plain  irrigation  bv  water  only— pure  water — water  issuing,  as 
in  the  majority  of  irrigation  schemes  in  this  countxy,  from 
chalk  springs.  They  all  knew  that  when  water  wu  nut  upon 
land  in  certain  seasons  of  the  year  in  that  state  it  did  fertilize 
the  land,  and  ^;ood  grass  crops  ensned.  But  what  wu  the 
result  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view  P  Fever  and  a^e  were 
produced.  Qo  to  Italy.  He  had  been  over  all  the  irrigation 
works  there,  extending  for  200  miles  in  one  way,  by  60  or  70 
in  the  other,  and  what  wu  the  result  P  The  people  were  in  a 
state  of  actual  decrepitude,  not  simply  affectea  with  fever,  but 
with  rheumatio  complaints,  and  there  was  a  mat  deal  of 
cretinism.  The  same  thing  existed  in  the  south  of  France, 
where  irrigation  by  water  omy  wu  adopted.  Superadd  to  this 
foul  organic  matter,  and  what  must  be  the  result  P  He 
believed  there  was  really  nothing  to  be  learned  upon  the  sub- 
ject. His  own  opinion  wu  that  of  all  unsanitary  applications 
the  most  unsanitary  wu  that  of  the  application  of  sewage  to 
land  by  way  of  irrigation. 

Mr.  CnsAST  said  the  Beddington  grass  wu  irrigated  u  long 
u  it  could  stand  up,  and  then  it  wu  sent  away  to  market  with 
the  sewage  some  inches  up  the  stem.  So  that  if  Dr.  Cobbold 
wu  right,  there  wu  an  opportumity  for  the  development  of 
entosoa  there. 

Br.  LxTHXBT,  in  bringing  the  discussion  to  a  dose,  said  he 
thought  Mr.  Holland  had  not  quite  apprehended  the  state- 
ments he  had  made.  He  had  said  all  along  that  sewage  going 
into  a  running  stream  where  there  wu  abundance  of  vegeta- 
tion, fish,  and  a  laige  quantity  of  oxygenated  water,  even  in 
the  condition  of  sedimentair  sewage,  wu  by  a  natural  process 
quickly  disposed  of.  But  what  he  also  said  wu  that  the  main 
eause  of  all  those  nuisances  which  arose  from  the  discharge 
of  sewage  into  running  streuns  wu  the  sedimentary  matter  it 


oontained,  and  that  the  distribution  of  sewage  upon  the  lud 
at  the  present  time  did  not  provide  a  remedy,  and  wu  seeoa. 

Snied  by  a  large  number  of  disadvantages.  He  nid,  feither, 
at  there  wu  another  means  whereby  theie  sedineituy 
matters  could  be  separated ;  that  by  a  process  of  chemicslpn. 
cipitation,  u  bv  lime,  sulphate  of  alumina,  or  the  sgeati  co- 
ployed  by  the  A.  B.  C.  Company,  or  that  reoommenmlbyHr. 
Blyth,  they  had  the  power  to  do  certainly,  and  without  dinger, 
what  they  were  not  adng  certainly  when  the  sewsge  wu  jmt 
on  the  Umd,  and  with  a  great  deal  of  danger.  By  tfaii  tfdm 
of  precipitation  they  could  separate  those  solid  elrmen^  tsd 
could  superadd  agents  which  were  not  partieolariy  iigimonito 
the  highest  forms  of  animal  life,  but  were  deadly  to  thoie 
creatures  referred  to.  There  was,  indeed,  a  mode  within  their 
reach,  of  dealing  with  those  sediimentar^  matters  which  were 
the  real  cause  of  nuisance  by  accumulating  in  the  riven,  lod 
of  rendering  the  water  in  such  a  condition  that  it  nught  nfelj 
be  admitted  into  a  stream  of  eight  or  ten  times  its  voIbw. 
It  wu  a  fact  that  in  everv  one  of  the  places  vinted,  when  the 
irrigation  s^tem  wu  adopted,  they  found— whether  by  ted- 
dent  or  desiffn — abundant  evidence  of  those  evil  xesolti  which 
it  wu  most  desirable  they  should  seek  to  avoid.  The  ijiteD 
of  precipitation,  by  chemical  processes,  could,  faowerer,  be 
earned  on  without  the  slightest  dan^r  to  the  public,  bot  this 
could  not  be  said  any  system  of  irrigation ;  for  it  wsi  isdis* 
putable,  from  the  investigations  of  Dr.  Murdiison,  thst  levv 
gases  would  produce  sewer  fever ;  and  u  these  fniei  m 
abundantly  evolved  from  irrigated  land,  no  doubt  it  wu  a 
question  open  to  a  great  deal  of  discuasion  how  far  they  msit 
be  diluted  before  they  would  cease  to  produce  dangerou  eon- 
sequences.  He  had  told  them  what  he  found  in  Mi  own  a- 
perience  at  a  model  place — the  Hebble  Brook— where  the  is- 
habitants  were  so  decimated  by  fever  that  the  system  wu  ob- 
liged to  be  stopped.  He  wu  uked  whether  the  lewage  then 
wu  to  be  wholly  lost,  and  not  utilized  upon  the  Isiid.  He 
hoped  he  had  sufficiently  answered  those  questiou  by  ihowing 
that  the  proposed  mode  of  dealing  with  it  wu  open  to  the 
objections  that  it  wu  dangerous  and  uncertain,  and  thst  then 
were  other  and  better  means  of  dealing  with  it  He  did  set 
mean  to  say  that  bv  irrigation  sewage  oonld  not  be  defeetted, 
but  he  contended  that  the  system  reouired  great  attention,  ind 
that  the  result  could  not  be  reaUaea  in  practice;  whereu, by 
the  adoption  of  chemical  processes,  there  wu  a  safe  sad  eer- 
tarn  mode  of 'accomplishing  the  object,  and,  so  far  u  he  knew, 
these  processes  were  more  economical,  for  there  wu  noti  nncie 
instance  in  the  country  in  which  the  utiliaation  of  nwtge  by 
irrigation  had  proved  profitable. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lidslb,  a  vote  of  thsaki  wen 
given  to  Dr.  Letheby,  for  bis  paper,  and  the  proceediB|i 
terminated. 


HOESB  SHOEING:  THE  NEW  METHOD. 


On  the  Thursday  in  the  Dumfries  Show  week  a  meeting 
wu  called  under  the  auspices  of  the  Highland  Society,  Major 
Oilsou,  of  Wallhouse,  Chairman  of  tne  Veterinary  Com- 
mittee of  the  Society  in  the  chair. 

In  introducing  the  lecturer  the  Chairman  aaid  he  first  made 
the  acquaintance  of  Mons.  Chsrlier  in  Paris,  in  the  month  of 
January  lut,  when  he  went  there  for  the  express  purpose  of 
thorouhgly  sifting  this  new  svstem  of  shoeing  of  which  they 
had  heard  so  much,  and  the  great  success  of  which  had 
reached  this  country.  Mons.  Charlier  had  not  come  here  u  a 
speculator,  but  had  come  to  Scotland  and  to  this  very  place  at 
his  (the  ohainnan*s)  invitation,  to  introduce  his  system  of  horse 
shoeing  into  the  country.  Professor  Williams  had  had  the 
kindncM  to  agree  to  read  the  lecture  for  Mons.  Charlier. 

Mons.  Cha&liib  having  said  a  few  words  in  French, 

Principal  Williams  then  read  the  paper  u  follows :  I  come 
from  Prance,  sent  by  my  father,  a  veterinary  surgeon  at  Paris, 
a  knight  of  the  legion  of  honour,  to  exhibit  to  you  a  new 
method  of  horse-shoeing  which  he  hu  intented.  This  shoeing 
hu  been  pnetised  in  our  country  for  the  last  five  yean  on  a 
great  number  of  horses  employed  in  different  services,  and 


obtained,  on  account  of  its  advantages,  the  most  honoored 
rewards,  given  by  the  International  Committee  of  the  £uim- 
tion,  1867.  and  by  the  Imperial  Agricultural  Society.  En- 
couraged by  the  success  and  the  hope  given  by  the  noble 
visitors  who  saw  and  persuaded  us  to  this  nndertakisr,  I  wiU 
try  to  import  a  thing  of  pubUc  utility  into  this  hoipiUble  lind 
that  kinuy  receives  all  new  ideu  indicating  anv  progreii  m 
science  or  art.  With  your  sanction,  in  apite  of  the  oppontim 
which  always  attacks  anything  destined  to  chanm  a  habit,  tAe 
new  shoeing  will  obtain  victorv  aid  extend  to  all  the  eonntnee 
where  the  preservation  of  the  horse  is  an  honour.  For  s  long 
time  a  gooid  system  of  shoeing  hu  been  sought  ^^ij"^ 
would  even  no  longer  shoe  the  horse,  to  a? oid  the  nuaoeneii 
defects  of  the  usual  mode.  But  the  ahoe  is,  to  this  d^,  tAe 
only  way  of  preventing  the  wear  of  the  foot;  we  nw, 
therefore,  try  to  reduce  the  size  of  the  shoe  ai  Bach  u 
possible  in  reforming  it.  Our  shoeing  m*^*^^  V*.  .Ir' 
universal  want,  being  more  natural  or  rather  less  artinail  tiuu 
any  other,  being  more  simple  and  rational  Seen  u  i** 
ensemble  it  is  quite  different  from  all  other  ahoei  nova 
hitherto,  on  account  of— 1st.  The  wh<^  strengtii  Wtto  w 
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Un  ibot;  ill  vbok  fern  md  whole  ftoietkm  in  nevwr  paring 
the  ibot,  neTBT  toaclmig  the  frog,  nor  the  idle,  nor  the  ban. 
8nd.  The  nev  method  of  prapariag  tiie  hoof  with  new  inctrn- 
mati  to  reeeive  the  shoe.  m.  Tiie  new  fttcingt  of  the  shoe 
roend  the  hoof,  tins  atone  aUowingthe  firaMam  of  the  frog  on 
^gfonad.  4th.  NobeveUing.  5th.  Itaelaaticity.  6th.  Its 
nnovness.  Tth.  Its  Ughtaeis.  8th.  The  new  manner  ef 
tarpaf  the  shoe ;  stamping  and  nailing  it.  9th.  Vo  longsr 
aay  nlldng  nor  hoon  of  the  shoe  to  pntfent  sHpping. 
1.  ?rofr,  sfl^  and  bars  preserre  all  their  ues  on  the  groand. 
Hm  ibot  is  left  fnll,  strong,  and  free.  In  lul,  the  frog,  when 
bifte  and  strong,  snpple  and  elastie,  in  assisting  to  support, 
lOia  most  Qsefhl  ofiee.  It  is  the  principal  ovgan  of  elasticity 
ofthe  foot,  wfaieh  weakens  the  shoek  on  the  tendons  and  the 
uticQlstiotts,  and  by  its  piessnra  on  the  groond  aeqnires  a 
nflident  eonsieteney  to  give  play  to  tiie  ienble  branehes  of 
tlie  ernst  Moreover,  by  its  straetnie  it  forms  in  ttie  hinder 
psit  of  the  foot  a  kind  of  natoral  ealkinff  or  wedge,  which 
itieagthens  the  bearing  on  the  groand,  anof  prevents  the  horse 
froB  slipping.  It  should  be  then  wrong  to  snppress  the  fone- 
tioos  of  the  frog  in  entting  it  away,  and  in  remoring  it  from 
the  Rioand  by  the  high  beds  of  a  thick  shoe.  The  sole,  when 
thidc,  forms  a  strong  cover  that  protects  all  the  inner  parts 
from  eontnsions  of  stones,  nails,  spricks,  or  slumps ;  also  fills 
the  office  of  an  arch  by  i(i  solidity  maintaining  the  crnst,  and 
by  iti  yielding  under  the  weight  of  the  body,  giving  it  play. 
Thus,  if  we  cut  the  sole,  we  render  it  more  sensible,  dryer,  and 
more  eontraeted.  The  bars  also  serve  for  the  support  and  the 
expsnsion  of  the  crust.  Never  rasp  the  erusk.  The  erusfc, 
when  ttiiek,  as  snpple  as  it  is  strong,  resists  shocks,  and  is 
elsstie.  In  rasping  it  you  render  it  (}iin  and  dry,  being  sus- 
ceptible of  being  broken  or  split  and  eontraeted,  2.  In  the 
utsnl  state  the  crust  is  the  basis  of  the  foot ;  when  it  is  solid 
and  resists  wear  the  whole  foot  remains  entire.  On  our  arti- 
fldsl  roads,  and  with  severe  work,  it  breaks,  and  the  foot  is  ere 
knig  worn  away.  It  is  neoessarv  to  protect  the  crnst  while 
prderring  it,  as  it  preserves  the  whole  foot.  In  our  sys- 
tem «e  don't  shoe,  we  merely  place  a  ferrule  or  ring  round  the 
natanl  foot  to  prevent  the  breaking  of  the  precious  wall,  as  a 
fernile  is  placed  round  the  bottom  of  a  stick  to  orevent  the 
ipliatering  of  the  wood.  Then  let  us  take  away  onW  the  lower 
edge  of  the  crust  and  replace  it  by  an  artificial  border,  harder, 
more  resisting,  but  the  same  as  to  form,  thiekness,  and  length, 
fleribility  and  dnsticity  ;  its  durability  being  such  that,  thanks 
to  a  legnlar  wear,  by  the  coatiuual  growth  of  hora,  the  hoof 
iMisins  ever  in  its  normal  length.  The  support  is  as  in  a 
Bstaral  state.  On  the  lower  edge  of  the  crust  a  groove  is 
ibnned  bv  a  buttons  with  a  guide,  taking  care  not  to  cut  so 
deep  as  the  thicknees  of  the  sole,  nor  so  broad  as  tlie  width  of 
the  crnst,  sloping  on  the  white  Une  that  marks  the  eeparetion 
of  these  two  portions,  just  within  the  track  of  the  old  nails. 
This  groove  is  to  receive  a  shoe  which  is  not  placed  under  the 
sole  (rf  ^  foot,  but  rather  under  Uie  wall,  as  its  continuation, 
bnng  sometimes  even  with  the  sole  and  the  frog  in  the  normal 
iMt  The  shoe  being  only  supported  by  the  crust,  does  not 
nut  bevelling.  It  cannot  injure  the  sole  nor  heels,  and  never 
forms  eorna,  when  it  is  well  fitted.  The  new  shoe  is  as  ekstio 
IS  the  crast  itselt  which  it  follows  in  all  its  movements  of 
expaarion.  Thanks  to  its  elssticity,  the  contracted  foot  is 
eDiarfnd,  and  regains  its  suppleness  and  health  by  regaining 
the  oreolation  in  its  interior  and  its  normal  frin<^ons.  The 
ihao  owes  this  power  to  its  new  shape^beingenrTedasa  spring, 


and  to  its  flttingronnd  the  base  of  the  foot,  pot  in  the  plaeeof  the 
crust  itself.  The  new  shoe  is  very  light ;  it  weighs  about  i 
third,  and  often  even  a  half  less  than  the  ordinary  shoe.  The 
hone  is  fheer  in  gait.  The  new  shoe  is  of  necessity  narrow, 
since  it  merely  rests  on  the  width  of  the  crust,  and  not  quite 
even  on  that  But  on  the  lower  aurfoee  it  can  be  made  broad, 
in  order  to  increase  its  durability ;  the  external  surfoce  follows 
the  natural  bend  of  the  hoof.  It  is  higher  than  wider,  with- 
out inereasing  the  length  of  the  foot,  being  buried  in  a  groove. 
This  shoe  has  over  the  narrow  shoes  the  important  advantage 
of  allowing  the  support  of  the  frog.  The  hind  shoe  is,  how- 
ever, stronger  than  the  fore  shoe.  8.  The  manner  of  forging 
this  shoe  is  very  simple.  A  square,  or  nearly  square,  Uttle 
bar  of  iron  is  turned  cold  in  a  veiy  short  time,  or  hot ;  a  man 
can  alone  stamp  it  with  two  rounded  punches.  The  shape 
and  direction  of  the  nail-holes  are  partacnlar,  necessitated  oy 
the  unusual  thickness  and  narrowness  of  the  shoe.  The  ex- 
terior opening  of  the  hole  is  ronnded  oval ;  the  hole  is  funnel- 
shaped  ;  the  upper  orifice  is  square.  The  nail  has  exactly  the 
same  shape — a  nead  of  a  leuKthened  cone  shape,  a  neck  strong 
and  solid,  a  square  blade.  The  nail  thus  stops  up  the  hole 
hermetically.  Thanks  to  these  conditions,  the  new  shoe,  of  a 
good  quality  of  iron,  is  veir  solid  on  the  foot — an  important 
advantage,  especially  for  hunters.  Six,  seven,  or  eight  holes 
have  different  directions,  aeoording  to  the  indination  of  the 
hoof;  they  are  ueariy  straight  towards  the  heels,  more  in- 
clined towards  the  toe.  A  shoe  with  well-stamped  holes  can 
be  nailed  without  danger  of  injuring  the  living  parts,  the  hole 
being  a  guide  to  the  nail.  9.  No  longer  calkins,  nor  hooks, 
or  toe-pieces.  There  is  no  need  of  calkins ;  the  frog  is  a 
natural  calkin  on  the  slippeiy  ground,  sustaining  the  tendons 
instead  of  straining  them.  In  case  of  frost,  only  two  moveable 
nail-calkins  are  fixed  towards  the  heels  of  the  shoe ;  the  toe 
forms  a  kind  of  hook  by  its  narrowness,  and  the  inner  angle  of 
the  shoe.  These  nail'Calkins  can  be  fixed  by  anyone,  not 
being  into  the  horn,  and,  owing  to  the  thickness  of  the  shoe, 
are  solid.  They  are  taken  off  as  soon  as  they  become  useless, 
becoming  even  hurtful  on  hard  and  level  ground.  In 
fine,  the  new  shoe  is  not  difficult  to  use,  and  no  more 
liable  to  accidents  than  the  ordinary  shoe ;  it  takes  lees  time 
to  be  forged,  a  single  man  making  80  to  lOO  shoes  per  day^- 
no  longer  time  to  fit  it  on  the  foot ;  it  can  be  fitted  cold  as 
wdl  as  warm ;  it  lasts  a  sufficient  time ;  it  is  then  no  more 
expensive  than  the  common  shoe,  being  made  with  a  small 
piece  of  iron,  requiring  less  coal  to  be  heated :  it  is  suitable 
for  all  shapes  of  feet ;  it  is  an  orthopedic  ana  pathological 
shoe,  sufficient  frequently  alone  to  cnre  cores  and  contracted 
feet  and  other  diseases,  being  susceptible  of  all  modifications, 
according  to  the  worst  feet ;  and  when  the  instraction  of  frj- 
riers  is  extended,  it  will  be  known  and  practised  easily  eveiy- 
where.  Till  that  time  comes,  in  case  of  lost  shoe,  the  foot  is 
left  stronger  than  after  the  ordinary  destructive  shoeing,  and 
resists  wear  much  loneeron  the  roads  or  pavement.  Be- 
fore changing  the  old  shoe,  it  is  neoessaiy  to  allow  the  foot 
sufficient  time  to  grow.  To  resume  with  our  shoeing,  the  foot, 
being  sufficiently  preserved  from  wear,  acts  quite  as  in  the 
natural  state ;  it  is  as  an  unshod  foot  of  a  colt.  The  greatest 
enemies  of  it  are  routine  and  ignorance ;  but  we,  friends  of 
progpress,  ought  to  unite  and  destroy  this  ignorance  for  the 
preservation  of  such  a  precious  servant  as  the  horse. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Anbtbuthzr  THOUrsoif,  a  Tota  of 
thanks  was  awarded  to  Mons,  Charlicr  for  his  lecture. 


AGBIOULTUBB    IN    NORMANDY. 


"Were  I  asked  to  name  the  most  favoured  portion  of 
Truce,  without  doubt  I  should  point  to  Normandy  ^  thus 
■ayiM.de  Lavergne  in  his  work  upon  rural  economy.  The 
bighly.finished  appearance  of  the  country,  the  mansions  scat- 
tered about,  the  neatness  of  the  villages,  the  well-trimmed 
fences  snd  carefollv-dug  ditches  that  Une  the  roads,  the  fresh- 
ness of  the  verdne  in  the  meadows,  the  healthy  and  vigorous 
nos  of  eattle— ^  these  remind  the  traveller  more  espeeiallr 
of  Eaghuid.  from  times  long  past  agriculture  has  flourished, 
eilhsr  from  the  nature  of  the  soil,  the  humidity  ofthe  dimate, 
or  the  canful  attention  of  the  fanner,  or  more  probably  from 


its  proximity  and  easy  access  of  transit  to  the  capital.  Paris 
has  been  a  great  devonrer  of  the  fisheries  furnished  by  the 
coast,  of  the  fat  oxen,  butter,  fowls,  cider,  the  principal  market 
for  horses,  and  all  that  could  be  gathered  from  the  soil.  Since 
the  alteration  in  our  treaty  relations,  and  the  opening  of  our 
ports,  there  has  of  late  yean  arisen  another  outlet  scarcely 
less  important.  Any  one  who  needs  to  be  confirmed  in  these 
foots  can  visit  the  markets  in  different  localities— such  as  Caen 
for  corn,  Charenton  and  bigny  for  butter,  Pont  TEv^ne  for 
butter  and  cheese,  Le  Mans,  La  Hecke^  and  Alengon,  with 
manyothen;  or  if  he  takes  hiiitationnt  the  windows  of  the 
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Uotal  Chfeval  BUbo  at  Honfleur,  or  itand  iipoa  the  qtuiyt,  he 
can  watoh  the  lading  of  the  steamen  of  the  Brighton  and 
Sonth-Weetern  Companiet,  and  their  arrival  and  departnre  at 
the  flow  of  the  tide.  At  first  the  line  of  gkeamen  of  the 
Brighton  Company  plied  weekljr  between  Honfienr  and  little- 
hampton,  bat  now  there  is  a  daily  serrice  of  these  and  the  ojp- 
position  vessels  of  the  Soath- Western  Company.    Daring  the 


of  May  in  1868 —by  no  means  the  most  prolific 
month  of  the  ;ear— there  were  shipped  altogether  at  this  port 
12,000  cases  of  eggs,  weighing  800  tons ;  16,000  packages  of 
batter,  weighing  460  tons ;  besides  frnits,  u  cherries,  straw- 
berries, and  early  plnms,  weighing  860  tons.  In  the  antnmn 
the  exports  are  mneh  larger,  the  shipments  of  pooltry,  pears, 
walnnU,  and  seed  being  verv  considerable. 

The  province  itself  indodes  the  departements  of  Eare,  Ome, 
La  Msnohe,  of  the  Seine  Inferieare,  which  corresponds  to 
what  was  called  Upper,  and  the  Calvados  to  Lower  Normandy. 
The  Seine  traverses  a  portion,  and,  with  the  thriving  porta  of 
Havre  and  Honfienr,  exercises  an  important  infinenoe  noon 
the  description  of  the  products.  The  Calvados  may  be  taken 
as  a  fair  sample  of  the  other  portions,  and  therefore  we  have 
selected  this  for  our  purpose  from  the  reports  acoompanying 
the  proceeding  of  the  enqiiSte  offrieoU.  From  this  source  wo 
learn  Uiat  the  Calvados  consists  of  six  districts,  the  names  of 
which  are  wdl  known  in  English  history,  and  here  the  Com- 
mission held  their  sittings-^Caen,  Bayenx,  Falaise,  Lisienx, 
Font  PEvAque,  and  Yire ;  these  again  are  sub-divided  into  87 
cantons,  in  all  766  communes.  It  appears  the  soil  is  affected 
by  three  distinct  geological  actions,  one  part  resnlting  in  the 
greater  abundance  of  Uie  cereals,  another  in  pasturag^  and  a 
portion,  although  small,  in  woods  and  copses.  The  rivers  are 
numerous  and  abundantly  sufficient  to  supply  the  needful 
amount  of  moisture.  This  ports  are  seven  in  number,  and  are 
all  situated  on  the  coast  witn  the  exception  of  Caen,  which  is 
connected  with  the  sea  by  a  canal  traversed  in  about  an  hour 
by  steamers  which  ply  daily  with  passengers  and  goods  back- 
wards and  forwards  to  Havre.  It  is  the  capital  town  of  the 
departement,  and  is  remarkable  also  for  the  quaint  architecture 
of  its  streets,  and  the  number  and  beauty  of  its  churches,  one 
of  wlu(^  has  been  appropriated  for  the  purposes  of  a  com 
market  The  town  is  the  resort  of  the  farmers,  who  are  gene- 
rally an  exceedingly  well-to-do  class,  of  which  there  is  every 
sign  in  the  appearance  of  the  country  around. 

Since  the  beginmn|f  of  this  century,  agrioulture,  as  stated  in 
the  report,  has  made  immense  progress,  and  that  we  can  readily 
believe.  Up  to  that  time  the  property  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  church  and  of  a  few  **  grand  seigniors,"  the  roads  were 
desperately  bad,  and  there  was  no  easy  outlet  for  the  produce ; 
but  at  the  Revolution  the  change  seems  to  have  been  mar- 
vdlous,  the  law  oompelled  the  sale  of  many  estates,  tiie  sub- 
division of  all,  the  communications  were  improved,  education 
penetrated  the  dense  ignorance  of  the  people  in  the  villages, 
and  the  husbandmen  and  farmers  have  caught  the  infection 
and  give  fresh  skill  and  intelligence  to  their  occupation.  The 
population  continued  to  increase  nntil  within  tne  last  thirty 
years,  and  since  then  it  has  somewhat  declined,  owing  it  is 
said  to  the  superior  attractions  offered  bv  the  large  cities  for 
the  labouring  classes.  From  this  and  other  causes  wages  too 
have  risen  considerably,  in  the  proportion  of  If.  to  If.  60c., 
and  those  of  farm  servants  have  doubled. 

The  whole  superficies  of  the  departement  covers  662,072 
hectares,  or  1,880,180  acres ;  of  this  arable  lands  occupy  more 
than  one-half.  The  farms  are  not  generally  large,  those  above 
60  hectares  requiring  a  capital  of  10,000  francs  being  rare ; 
and  it  is  seldom  they  exceed  more  than  half  that  number,  the 
jtetUs  evUure*  do  not  exceed  20  hectares.  Owing  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  railways,  the  better  management  of  the  roads, 
and  the  consequent  openings  for  produce,  rents  have  risen  one- 
tenth  ;  the  large  occupations  let  for  100  franci  per  hectere, 
the  moderate  for  110,  and  the  small  for  ISO.  The  mitayage 
svstem,  common  in  other  parte  of  France,  is  here  unknown. 
The  cultivation  of  the  cereals  constitutes  the  chief  wealth  of 
the  plains ;  that  of  colza,  attempted  at  the  beginning  of  this 
century,  has  taken  a  great  development,  and  has  led  to  the 
adoption  of  a  svstem  ot  alternate  courses.  The  fallows  have 
been  replaced  by  artificial  grasses,  which  prepare  the  soil  for 
wheat ;  the  tiUase,  executed  formeriy  by  oxen,  is  now  nni- 
venallv  managed  by  hones,  and  the  larmen  of  the  plains 
around  Caen  rear  a  goodly  number  of  edte  for  the  markete  in 
Paris  and  elsewhere. 


Atone  timfe m wu Mttehii^y  cultivated, bat bov it kn 
diminuhed  greatly;  whereas  barley  has  inenased,  enedaUy 
in  the  lighter  soils  around  Caen  and  Falaise ;  fiax  and  Im 
have  also  diminished,  and  sainfoin,  Ineeme,  and  trofoil  uic 
increaMd.  Therotationof  crops  are— for  the  first  year,  cobs; 
second,  com ;  third,  sainfoin  and  other  grasse^  lye  Md  oi^ 
and  in  some  spote  beetroot  and  potatoes  are  eultivsted.  The 
oustom  of  reaping  aud  leaving  a  length  of  straw  for  the  estos 
has  disappeared,  and  the  harvest  is  now  reaped  with  the  inthe. 
The  only  machinery  in  common  use  are  the  thiaslunx  maehinsi ; 
thfir  effect  upon  wages  hu  not  been  pereeptible,  sad  thgy 
necessitete  the  empbyment  of  an  additional  nambsr  of  per- 
sons.  The  different  kinds  of  manure  nsed  are  the  Batanl 
refuse  of  the  stables  and  farmyards,  oilcake  from  the  eolu, 
guano,  the  vrao  and  star  fish  found  on  the  sea  coast. 

The  breeding  and  tearing  of  horses  famishes  the  chief  oees- 
nation  of  the  fanners  in  the  district  of  Caen,  and  the  iteep 
forming  is  most  general  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Falsue; 
there  a  farm  of  100  hectares  generally  posseasesafloekoflQO 
to  160  sheep.  By  the  present  system  of  onltivatioa  eeitim 
changes  have  taken  place.  The  colza,  which  in  1862  oeeapud 
29,086  hecUres,  has  been  extended  over  40,000  to  50.000 
heeteres,  whioh bring  in  not  less  than  SO  to  iOnunioBiof 
francs.  The  fallows  have  completely  disappeared.  In  \m 
it  wu  ascertained  that  121,118  hectares  were  in  gran  or 
natural  meadow,  317,294  in  arable  land,  and  116,176  aevotsd 
to  forest,  heath,  &c.  There  are  now  probably  160,000  heeUiti 
in  grass,  since  meat,  butter,  and  cheese  being  articles  u  gnst 
request,  all  the  soil  that  could  be  turned  to  that  parpoie  hai 
been  converted  into  natural  meadows.  Throoghont  the  depirtc- 
ment  milk,  batter,  and  cheese  oonstitnto  a  eonsidenbls  ign- 
cultural  industry.  The  making  of  the  butter,  which  u  sov 
perfectly  nndentood,  and  of  which  the  Bessin  u  the  prinapd 
centre,  does  not  bring  in  less  than  20  millions  of  frann  to  tte 
Calvados ;  that  of  cheese  produces  from  2  to  3  milboM.  In 
the  district  of  Pont  TEveque,  and  more  especially  of  UsmqXi 
there  is  made  an  excellent  cheese  called  Camembcit,  which 
owes  ite  name  to  a  village  in  the  district  of  Vimontien,  when 
it  was  firet  produced.  The  cheeses  of  Pont  rEjJqne,  of 
Livarot,  aud  Mignot  have  long  been  celebrated  in  Faiu  lad 
all  the  markete  of  France.  In  some  cantons  the  lesnag « 
poultry,  and  more  especially  the  oommeroe  in  €«•,»"»■■ 
importent  source  of  occupation.  Tlie  gSlmoite  of  CmbiobI  u 
the  district  of  Bayeux,  the  ehapw  m^  poulard  of  9*^^ 
in  the  district  of  Lisienx,  merit  an  especial  mentioa.  iw 
porte  along  the  coast  furnish  a  valuable  assistanos  to  the  d^ 
velopment  of  this  trade;  we  find  it  stoted  that  dorintf  lera 
yean  and  a  half  there  were  exported  in  aU  840,006,408  Bop, 
giving  an  annual  average  of  4,684,187  kilogs.  Siaeea  bbv- 
M  the  weight  of  16  ordinary-sized  eggs,  it  fbflows  thjt  th« 
were  exported  annnaUy  by  the  porte  of  Calvados  ^^»» 
eggs,  or  more  than  6  million  doaen.  The  forms  of  GUraM 
do  not  however  alone  supply  this  quanti^,  siaoe  the  depsrto- 
menteoftheOroe  aud  Uie  Mayenne  bring  their  oontiDgoit. 
On  the  other  hand,  from  Carentan  in  La  Manche  ^  ap«n 
are  said  to  be  sUU  more  considerable,  and  towards  this  the 
distriote  of  Bayenx  and  Vire  contribute  their  share. 

Attention  to  horticulture  has  beoome  general,  sad  ax 
growth  and  sale  of  firnito  of  all  sorts,  fresh  and  P«*™'.T 
nishes  a  considerable  revenue  to  the  inhabitonts,  partiattnj 
around  Honfienr.  The  cultivation  of  the  cider-apple  hai  »• 
creased  much  in  all  the  districte,  except  Caen,  where  it  u  qum 
unimportant.  It  is  reckoned  that  in  averaae  years  the  whs* 
of  the  Calvados  produces  in  cider  2  million  hectoUtres,tt«» 
yean  of  abundance  upwards  of  4  millions.  In  valaing  w 
hectolitre  at  8  francs,  this  would  give  the  produce  of  the  m 
at  from  6  to  12  million  francs.  It  is  not  unusual  m  ««« 
the  cantons  for  the  farmer  to  pay  the  whole  of  his  '»;'"■ 
the  crop  of  apples  in  his  orehard.  The  produce  expoitod  wmb 
Havre  IS  generally  sent  to  England,  and  often  erea  to  *»» , 
but  Paris, London,  and  the  United  States  •^^f^^ 
sumers  of  the  abundant  supplies  of  animals,  b^^^^fj^ 
poultry,  &c.;  and  this  commerce  has  been  gwatly.'!**?  fcS 
by  the  line  of  railway  from  Paris  to  Cherbouig ,  with  brsnow 
to  Honfienr,  Trouv^le,  Le  Man^  and  Saint  Lo.  WeUi^ 
H.  de  Lavergne-  an  excellent  authority  apa^>UthatMOoen> 
the  agricultare  of  France—iqpeak  in  terms  of  a»»*^  | 
Nomiandy  as  the  most  fovonnd  portion  of  his  b«^*"  ^"^ 
When  ooeaakm  xequifca  and  oppoftonity  arises  w«  laiui 
lerisititf 
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The  folloiriiiff  paper  wai  read  br  Canon  Gikdlistone  at 
a  mettiag  of  the  Deron  Central  Chamber  of  Agricaltore, 
it  Newton  Abbot ;  bat  the  subsequent  discnssion  stood  over  to 
u  a^jouBod  meeting  at  Newton : 

Whien,  at  the  beginning  of  this  year,  I  was  for  the  first 
tiae  m  my  life  at  Newton  Abbot,  it  was  as  your  invited 
gmt  Ton  did  me  the  honour  of  asking  me  to  be  present  at 
Ute  auiiial  dinner  of  your  Chamber,  inade  me  most  heartily 
wekome,  and  gave  me,  in  short,  such  a  warm  and  cordial  re- 
oeptioD  as  I  can  never  forget  under  such  circumstances  it 
vifltof  ooune,  ray  duty  in  addressing  you  to  avoid  carefully 
eroy  lulgeet  which  was  likelv  to  lead  to  difference  of  opinion. 
There  is  no  sorer  mark  of  bad  manners  than  to  risk  ruffling, 
erea  m  the  least,  what  always  ought  to  be  the  unbroken 
harmony  of  a  oonrivial  meeting.  To-day,  however,  I  appear 
bebre  }on  under  entirelv  different  drenmstances ;  for  we  are 
met  together,  not  for  conviviality,  but  for  business,  discussion 
ud  motnal  improvement.  You  are  not  now  my  host,  nor 
am  I  roar  mest ;  but  we  are  one  and  all  members  of  the  same 
^amba  of  agriculture,  and  I  am  about  to  address  von  bv 
^oar  own  rsquest  on  a  particular  subject,  regarding  which  it 
u  MppojMd  that  I  am  in  poiaession  of  a  oertain  amount  of 
iiformation  and  experience.  When  I  thus  refer  to  the  honour 
which  yon  have  done  me  in  allowing  me  to  become  a  member 
of  ^oor  chamber,  and  inviting  me  to  read  a  paper  on  the 
aa^eet  of  the  agricultural  labourer,  do  not,  I  pray  of  you,  for 
oae  Boaent  suppose  that  I  make  this  reference  as  a  preU- 
minaiy  to  thrawing  amongst  yon  an  apple  of  discord.  Nothing 
eaa  be  further  fn»m  either  my  wishes  or  my  thoughts.  U 
Kyom,  however,  happens  that  any  two  persons  can  wholly 
Igne  BDon  any  subject.  It  is  the  most  nnlikelv  thing  in  the 
vorid  that  in  such  a  meeting  as  this  we  should  all  agree  on 


faeh  a  subject  as  that  on  wfiich  mv  paper  is  written!  But 
the  T8iy  object  of  these  meetings  is  aiscussion,  and  there  can 
■eareely  be  discussion  without  difference  of  opinion.  The  very 
object  of  diwassion,  in  short,  is  to  elicit  difference  of  opinion, 
uul  ao  to  endeavour  to  arrive  approximately  at  the  truth. 
When  engaged  in  discussion  we  cannot  too  strictly  and  care- 
fallr  obwrve  the  rales  of  good  temper  and  mutual  forbearance. 
And,  for  one,  I  never  could  understand  why,  if  such  discussions 
should,  as  is  oAea  the  case,  be  accompanied  by  very  wide 
£fei|gaiee  of  opinion,  and  even  more  warmth  than  is  always 
^naaUe,  those  wlio  have  fought  valiantlv  as  long  as  the 
battle  httted,  when  it  is  over  should  not  shake  hands  over  a 
glaa  of  grog.  l%us  members  of  both  sides  of  the  House  of 
poBUDons  are  found  chatting  and  sipping  their  tea  together 
iamediat^  after,  or  even  in  the  midst  of  a  most  exciting 
debate.  Thus,  aUio  barnsters,  who,  as  long  as  they  had  their 
wigs  on  and  were  in  court,  were  tearing  each  other  to  pieces 
Hke  a  pack  of  wdves,  afterwards  dined  together  aa  quietly  and 
ily  as  a  ftock  of  lambs.  I  stoutly  protest  against  allowing 
ses  of  opinion  on  public  matters  to  interfere  with  the 
I  and  ooortesies  of  private  life.  Thus,  in  this  matter 
of  the  agricuUunl  labourer,  I  am  quite  sure  we  all  wish  the 
aau  result,  thonsrh  we  may  differ  as  to  the  means  of  attaining 
it.  We  wish  to  do  the  best  we  can  for  the  labourer,  though, 
perhaps,  we  are  not  all  quite  agreed  what  is  the  best ;  and 
msay  differ  still  naore  widely  as  to  the  ways  which  lead  to  it. 
I>  then,  having  mv  own  opinions  on  this  subject,  propose  to 
ion  you  a  short  description  of  the  agricultural  luMurer  u  I 
think  he  ongfat  to  be,  loiving  you,  in  the  discussion  which  will 
fi>Uow,  to  deddo  whether  mv  picture  is  correctly  drawn,  and 
how  fer  it  is  realised  here  and  elsewhere.  If  we  differ,  let  us 
agree  to  differ,  and  be  good  friends  over  the  agreement.  First, 
as  regards  the  home  of  the  hibourer.  We  have  most  of  us 
oore  or  less  some  good  horses  of  our  own,  and  we  are  no 
doubt  sBxious  that  they  should  do  a  eood  day's  work,  and  do 
it  well  and  cheerfully.  In  order  to  do  this  one  of  the  first 
things  we  do  is  to  secure  a  good  stable.  A  cold  drafty  stable, 
or  a  stable  low,  amall,  badly  ventilated,  and  badly  drained,  or 
one  in  whidL  wiiliout  any  separation  of  stalls,  all  our  horses 
would  be  huddled  together,  is  there  any  one  of  us  but,  putting 
all  views  of  hmnamty  out  of  the  question,  and  merely  with 


reference  to  our  own  advantage,  would  at  once  say,  **  With 
such  a  stable  my  horses  are  more  likely  to  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  farrier  than  of  the  ploughman,  with  such  a  state  of  things 
I  shall  get  no  work  done  P  '  It  is  exactly  tlie  same  with  the 
human  animal.  Laying  aside  botii  Christian  and  moral  con- 
siderations, a  healthv  and  comfortable  home  is  essential  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  working  man,  and  is  consequentiv  of  as  much 
importance  to  the  emplover  u  to  the  employed.  The  following 
is  my  idea  of  the  sort  of  home  a  labourer  ought  to  have,  if  he 
is  to  be  able  to  do  a  really  good  day's  work.  A  house  well 
roofed,  drained,  and  ventilated,  and  floored,  with  a  fireplace  in 
every  room,  and  every  window  made  to  open,  with  down 
stain  a  good  femily  room,  with  handy  grate,  oven,  and  boiler, 
and  a  scullery  at  the  back,  with  door  to  the  garden,  with  up- 
stain  never  less  than  three,  and  if  possible  four  bedrooms, 
with  a  good  garden  round  it,  a  pigstye,  and  other  conveniences 
so  constructed  and  screened  as  to  be  decent  in  appearance  as 
well  as  in  reality.  The  labourer's  home  should  be  on  the 
farm  if  possible,  or  at  any  rate  as  near  as  can  be  to  liis  work. 
A  long  walk  to  and  from  his  work  is  most  exhausting  to  the 

the 


labourer,  and  very  unnecessarily  so,  and  of  course  at  t 
time  most  damaging  to  the  nrmer,  who  wants  the  whole 
strength  of  those  who  work  for  him,  and  to  whom  it  is  of 
great  importance  that  they  should  be  fresh  when  they  come 
upon  the  farm.  A  moderately  sized  potato  ground,  in  additiou 
to  the  garden,  is  a  great  advantage  to  the  labourer  ;  whereas 
if  too  large  it  is  apt  to  embarrass  and  over-fetigue  him.  If  to 
some  one  or  two  cottages  on  each  farm  there  were  also  added 
a  cowshed,  with  facility  of  pasturage  for  a  cow,  and  theae 
cottages  were  reserved  as  prizes  for  the  most  skilled,  indus- 
trious, and  thrifty  labourers,  the  employer  would  reap  as  much 
advantage  as  the  labourer  himself  from  the  improved  character 
of  both  workmen  and  work,  to  w^ich  such  sort  of  emulation, 
wherever  scope  has  been  given  for  it,  has  always  led,  and  is 
sure  to  lead.  This,  then,  is  mj  idea  of  an  agricultural 
labourer's  home.  As  far  as  providing  such  a  home  is  con- 
cerned it  is  of  course  almost  entirely  a  landlord's  question. 
But  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  nevertheless  tliat  if  I 
were  a  farmer,  laying  aside  all  regard  for  the  labourer  and 
with  a  view  to  my  own  advantage  alone,  I  should  no  more 
tiiink  of  tiddng  a  farm  without  stipulating  for  proper  and 
hralthy  labourers'  homes  upon  it»  than  I  should  of  being 
content  with  stables  and  cowhouses  of  such  a  sort  as  would 
be  sure  to  make  my  horses  and  cattle  unhealthv  and  unpro- 
fitable. The  farmen  have  only  to  be  awakened  to  a  sense  of 
this  matter  in  its  true  light,  and  to  act  upon  their  knowledge, 
and  the  hmdlords  must  yield.  The  result  will  be  for  tne 
labonren,  decent,  healthy,  oomfortable  home ;  for  the  farmers, 
staunch,  more  skilled,  industrious,  thrifW,  and  contented 
labourers,  I  pass  on  from  the  home  of  the  labourer  to 
his  work.  This  ought,  as  far  as  is  possible,  to  consist 
of  piece  work.  I  say  as  &r  as  possible,  because  I  am 
welt  aware  of  the  difficulty  there  is  in  bringing  many  agri- 
cultural operations  under  the  denomination  of  piece-work. 
Neverthdes8,many  of  those  difficulties  may  by  perseverance  and 
good  management  be  overcome,  and  for  his  own  sake,  as  well 
as  in  the  interest  of  those  who  work  for  him,  it  is  well  worth 
t^  fermer's  while  to  overcome  them.  For  until  human  nature 
is  very  much  changed  from  what  it  is  now,  labourera  will  be 
found,  even  without  reference  to  age,  to  differ  verv  widely  from 
each  other.  Physical  strength  and  power  of  endurance,  skill, 
indnstrv,  a  desire  to  do  an  honest  day's  work,  and  many  other 
particDlan,  are  points  in  which  there  is  sure  to  be  an  immense 
amount  of  difference.  Yet»  unless  the  amount  of  a  man's 
earnings  depend  upon  the  amount  of  work  done,  it  is  difficult 
to  see  now  to  avoid  paying  all  these  various  characten  of 
labourers  exactly  the  same  amount  of  wages,  and  so  inflicting  on 
the  former  both  a  present  and  a  prospective  loss  by  gettins 
now  a  le«s  amount  of  work  than  he  ought  for  his  money,  and 
discouraging  improvement  in  the  class  for  the  time  to  come. 
It  is  very  important  also  for  all  parties,  that  in  every  case  in 
which  a  system  of  day  work  is  adopted,  the  number  of  houn 
constituting  a  day's  work  should  be  definitely  settied  and  un- 
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dentood,  and  ihat  an  aooonnt  of  all  after-time  emplo^ent 
■honld  be  aocnratelj  kept,  and  paid  for,  not  bv  beer  or  cider  or 
other  refreshment,  except  perhaps  in  time  of  harrest,  bat  in 
moncT,  and  in  the  proportion  it  bears  to  a  day's  work.  Nov 
that  ttuashing  is  amost  entirely  done  by  machinerr,  it  is  very 
cUfflcnlt  to  proTide  wet-weather  work  for  agrienltnril  laboniers. 
Yet  when  the  immense  loss  of  income,  which  in  the  change- 
able climate  of  Qreat  Britam,  and  speciaUy  in  these  western 
oonnties,  acemes  to  the  labonrerlrom  bad  weather,  unless  paid 
by  the  week,  with  no  deduction  for  wet  days,  and  the  difficulty 
in  which  the  loss  inTol?es  him,  are  considered,  it  will  be 
obrious  that  a  fanner,  who  wished  his  labourers  to  hafe  well 
nourished  powerful  bodies  and  minds,  free  from  anxiety,  will 
do  his  best  to  secure  them  against  the  possibility  of  many  day's 
firaoed  idlenea  in  the  oonne  of  a  jeap— iuTolfing,  of  course, 
short  commons  for  themselTes  and  families,  or  hanuuing  debts 
tX  the  village  shops.  Next  to  work  comes  wages.  In  the 
North  of  £nEland  wages  are  paid  almost  entirely  in  kind, 
and  the  result  is  pronouneed  by  the  Women  and  Children 
Employment  (Commissioners  to  be  rei^  good.    But  then  this 

rmisin  that  locality  connected  with  hiring  by  the  year, 
keep  of  a  oow,  inTolmg  abondanoe  of  milk,  and  many 
other  suostantial  adrantages,  which  there  is  no  time  to  mention 
now,  but  a  full  report  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  report  of 
the  commissioners.  Unless  the  whole  system  were  adopted  in 
fbU,  the  same  results  could  not  be  expected  to  follow.  And  in 
general,  considering  the  many  abuses  to  which  a  system  of 
payment  in  kind  is  open,  I  am  still  of  opinion,  as  I  always 
naTe  been,  that  the  safest  and  best  way  for  all  parties  concerned 
is  to  pay  waoes  wholely  and  solely  in  the  coin  of  the  realm. 
The  worst  of  all  ways  is  to  pay  wages  in  cider  or  beer.  This 
is  nothing  more  or  less  than  to  whet  the  appetite  for  a  further 
supply  at  the  public-house.  Liquor  does  not  strensthen,  it 
omy  stimuUtes.  If  taken  in  excess,  it  debilitates  and  destroys. 
Not  dder  or  beer,  but  beef,  is  the  best  manufacturer  of  muscle. 
A  Beron  potato  and  cider-fed  man,  with  six  months^  Yorkshire 
beef  in  his  belly,  has  been  found  able  to  do  what  he  nettr  in 
his  uatiTC  county  could  do— as  good  a  dajr's  work  as  a  York- 
•hireman  bom  and  bred.  To  the  use  of  dder  in  the  place  of 
a  solid  nutritious  fbod  in  the  West  of  England,  may  be  attri- 
buted in  great  measure  the  rheumatic  attacks  which  cripple  op 
10  many  of  our  labourers  in  the  prime  of  life.  The  weddy 
allowanoe  of  dder  to  a  Beronshire  labourer  is  Talued  at  firom 
Is.  6d.  to  2s.  Now  it  is  dear  that  out  of  wages  of  nine,  ten, 
or  eren  twdve  shillings  a-week,  this  is  fkr  too  much  for  a 
married  man  with  a  hmij  to  spend  in  drink  for  himself  alone. 
If  given  in  money  insteaa  of  in  liquor,  it  would  in  nine  eases 
out  of  ten  be  spent  on  beef  for  himself  and  family,  and  be 
vastly  more  beneficial  to  all  parties,  including  the  fiirmer, 
whose  object  is  of  course  to  have  able-bodied  labourers,  with 
minds  fne  from  the  anxieties  caused  by  nek  wives  and 
children.  It  may  be  objected  that  the  labourers  are  many  of 
them  opposed  to  such  a  chauffe.  So  many  of  them  are  opposed 
to  the  introduction  of  machineiy  or  any  other  rational  im- 
provement. Our  duty  is  to  teach  them  oetter,  to  do  at  any 
rate  whnt  we  know  is  our  duty  to  them,  and  they  will  soon  find 
out  that  we  are  consulting  their  real  interest  at  the  same  time. 
I  know  one  large  employer  of  labour  in  South  Devon,  whose 
men  as  they  go  to  work  all  leave  an  empty  can  at  the  house, 
in  sixe  proportioned  to  the  number  of  thdr  families,  and  on 
thek  return  in  the  evening  take  it  away  filled  with  milk  as  an 
addition  to  their  wages.  Milk  is  a  most  wholespme  and  nutri- 
tious diet  for  any  one,  but  especially  fi>r  children,  and  makes 
the  use  of  rice,  another  cheap  and  nutritions  article  of  diet, 
posnble,  because  palatable.  In  the  midst  of  plenty  of  milk, 
nowever,  there  is  inmost  cases  no  article  of  diet  more  scarce 
or  difiloultof  attainment  to  the  labourer.  In  my  own  nd^h- 
bourhood,  generally  speaking,  he  cannot  get  it  at  any  price. 
The  Ikrmer  who  fbllows  the  example  above  described,  or  if  he 
cannot  afford  to  give  the  milk  to  his  labourers,  at  least  lets  them 
buy  as  much  u  they  want  at  cost  price,  will  not  only 
much  benefit  those  who  work  for  hiin,  but  will  find  his  own 
account  in  a  stronnr  race  of  men.  Wages  ought  to  be  paid 
never  less  fluently  than  once  a  week,  and  at  a  stated  hour : 
at  an  early  hour  if  pud  on  Saturday,  though  Friday,  as  ^ving 
the  wife  a  better  opportunity  of  spending  the  money  thriftily, 
is  a  much  better  day  for  payment.  Wages,  for  ob?ious  rea- 
soniH  should  never  be  paid  at  a  public  house.  Though  I  am 
afhud  it  will  be  difficult  to  persuaae  many  of  my  hearors  to  that 
efoet,  yet  Ifed  imvthat  il^  as  in  the  case  pf  domestic  vervanta, 


no  deduotbn  for  bad  weather  or  dckness  were  aadBfrom  tlte 
wages  of  agricultural  labourer  except  perhaps  to  tbe  amount 
recdved  during  sickness  from  a  benefit  society,  the  fimna 
would  save  as  much  in  poor  rate  as  he  would  lose  in  wifH. 
He  would  also  gain  as  much  as  dmost  the  kbourer  wodd  gain, 
by  the  comparative  immunity  bom  debt  and  long-oontinnd 
sickness,  from  want  of  proper  nourishment,  in  whick  large  and 
repeated  deductions  from  wages  almost  dways  inTohe  Uie 
labourer.  As  above  stated,  I  advocate  a  system  of  pieca  work 
whenever  it  is  posnble.  But  where  this  is  impossible,  vUeh 
must  often  be  the  ease,  why  should  not  there  be  pud,  to  some 
more  and  to  others  less,  wages  according  to  their  ability  and 
dull,  u  is  the  ease  in  ahnost  every  other  trade  and  prabnion? 
The  paying  all— good  or  bad,  skilled  and  unskilled,  udostriooi 
and  idle— alike,  is  a  plan  which  must  surdy  have  been  inventd 
on  purpose  to  keep  all  agricultural  labourers  on  the  same  doll 
dead  levd,  and  to  deprive  them  of  all  encouragement  to  im- 
prove themsdves.  Almost  all  of  us,  no  matter  what  oor  em- 
ployment is,  need  a  stimulus,  or  dse  we  are  apt  to  sink  into  the 
way  of  going  on  as  we  have  always  done,  and  as  othen  do. 
Now  it  is  not  to  be  expected,  of  course,  that  Cmnen  dioold 
pay  their  Ubourers  more  than  the  market  price.  Bat  if  the 
market  prices  were  raised  by  an  improvement  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  kbourer,  the  farmer,  though  he  shodd  nay  higher 
wages,  would  find  a  more  than  corresponding  sdinntsge  io 
more  work  done,  by  fbwer  hands.  The  character  and  habiti 
of  the  labourer  must  next  be  considered.  And  that  then  ihoold 
be  of  the  right  sort  is  fully  as  important  for  the  farmer  ai  far 
the  labourer  himself.  If  labourers  are  idle,  diunkea,  onthiifty, 
dways  on  the  verge  of  the  Union  and  often  in  it,  in  debt  and 
difficdty,  with  bodies  debilitated  by  intemperance  and  the  nh- 
stitutionof  stimulating  drink  for  wholesome  natritioiu  food, 
and  minds  never  free  mm  the  anxiety  which  is  the  sure  aecom- 
paniment  of  an  unhappy  home  and  a  neglected  fiuou]y-«x«pt 
the  poor  victims  themselves,  who  suffer  more  than  those  woo 
employ  them — ^who,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  greater  gainer  than 
the  fiarmer,  if  having  in  his  employ  a  lot  of  labonrerB  the  vgj 
reverse  of  those  above  deseribea  P  It  is  dearly  to  the  interest 
of  the  fermer,  even  at  a  little  sacrifice,  to  do  all  he  can  to  en- 
courage habits  of  thrift  and  industry  amongst  his  labonitrs. 
Pronounce  decidedly  against  all  sotting  at  the  public  hoiue. 
Never  let  an  act  of  drunkenness  or  dishonesty  be  orerlooked. 
Make  it  a  rule,  if  possible,  that  labourers  shodd  belong  to 
some  friendly  sodety,  established  on  sound  prindplea,  in  which 
old-age  pay  u  well  u  nek  pay  and  fbneral  expoisea  are  pro- 
vided for.  Bfake  known  the  rules  and  advantages  of  the  Post- 
office  Savings  Bank,  and  give  every  posnble  enconragement  to 
make  use  of  it.  Let  fiurmers'  wives  and  daughten,  in  ooa- 
junction  with  the  detgy  and  their  families,  take  a  personal  a^ 
tive  interest  in  clothing  and  blanket  clubs  and  mothos'  meet- 
ings, as  being  all  of  them  more  or  less  instrumentalitiei  which 
tend  to  the  formation  of  those  thrifty  habits,  whieh,  when  ac- 
quired by  labourers,  are  so  vduable  to  thdr  emploren.  One 
way  in  which  labourers  incur  much  unnecesaaiy  loss  is  con- 
nected with  small  viUage  shops.  It  not  unfrcqnentiT  happeu 
—owing,  perhaps,  not  to  the  shopkeepers,  but  to  those  who 
supply  them— that  the  goods  sold  in  these  are  very  much  adu- 
tented  as  wdl  as  dear,  and  that  when  long  credit  is  given  the 
accounts  are  not  kept  u  accurately  as  codd  be  wished,  yet 
the  kbourer,  being  in  debt,  even  though  heis  fdly  aware  of 
the  disadvantage  at  which  he  is  layiuf^  out  his  small  amoaot 
of  waces,  has  no  dtemative  but  to  coutmue  his  castooL  Then 
is  no  better  antidote  to  this  than  a  good  eo-operatiTe  itcxe  in 
every  village.  These  in  London  and  all  our  large  provinQU 
tows  are  found  to  be  ot  the  greateat  advantage,  not  ody  to  tbe 
working  classes,  but  even  to  the  middle  classes  snd  gentry. 
Wherever  the  same  system  has  been  tried  in  small  tovns  ana 
villages,  it  has  been  suocessfd.  Not  only  by  this  meMS  are 
una£ilterated  artides  at  low  price  secured,  but.  resdy  money 
being  an  essentid  part  of  the  system,  habits  of  debt  are  d^ 
countenanced,  and  the  labourers,  as  many  of  them  ai  Uie 
shares  in  the  stores,  find  the  advantage  of  such  investment  n 
great,  as  to  disincline  them  to  waste  thdr  money  in  other  wap. 
A  co-operative  store,  in  which  all  the  inhabitants  of  a  pimB 
shouldjoin  together  for  the  purchase  of  the  necessaries  of  Ii». 
would  be  equally  benefidd  to  all  classes ;  wodd  enaUe  wmeni 
as  wdl  as  labourers,  to  Uy  out  their  money  to  tbe  ^^  pj**^* 
tage,as  wdl  as  encourage  thrifty  habits  in  all  After  au,hoV' 
ever,  there  is  nothing  which  so  much  tends  to  dar*^  ^T  ^* 
peri;e  tbcUboi^oristlie  l^bit  which  t9  iiichMiUnBii^O* 
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tntpivTaat  almott  wttjwhen,  of  dapendenee  on  the  Poos 
Law.  Hid  then  nerer  been  a ^oor  Law&  thia  oountiy  tliere 
woaU  hare  been  no  paapera.  The  really  poor  and  aick  and 
affieted,  the  deaerrini  poor— if  I  may  nae  the  term  in  contra- 
diitiiiotion  to  the  word  pauper— ^hoae  whoae  condition  ia  owing 
tone  fault  of  tiieir  own  hnt  to  canaeaoTer  which  tiiey  had  no  con<« 
trol— and  the  nnmber  of  anch  peraona  ia  eomparatiTely  amall, 
Yoald  hare  been  much  more  amply  and  cheerftilly  proTided  for 
tkannowbjr  rolnntaiy  benerolenoe,  the  genial  flow  of  which 
voold  not  uien,  aa  now,  hafe  been  checked  by  the  indiscriminate 
and  compalsory  maintenance  of  the  nndeaerring,  many  in  nnm« 
bar,  as  well  aa  the  deaerving  few.  The  time,  it  may  be  hoped, 
k  not  ftr  diatant,  when  the  growing  feeling  of  the  coontry  will 
be  realiaed  bjr  the  abolition  of  the  Poor  Law.  Thia,  which,  to 
aa  extent  wnich  cannot  be  contemplated  without  alarm,  de- 
Bunalizea  the  working  daaaea,  preaaea  bard  upon  the  employera, 
and  CTcn  to  a  eertain  extent  tenda  to  demoralize  them,  ior  it 
tempti  them,  often  throngh  miataken  kindneaa,  to  the  expelient 
^vhich  ii  fiatal  alike  to  the  independence  and  wdl  being  of 
ill  partiea  ooncemed— of  keeping  wagea  low,  with  the  reliev- 
iag  officer  aa  the  reaort  in  aickneaa  and  old  age ;  whereaa  a 
better  acale  of  remuneration  for  work  done  would  be  more  than 
repaid  to  the  employer  by  the  absence  of  all  call  for  poor  rates, 
and  the  hibourer  would  be  rooaed  by  the  certainty  that  if  he 
did  not  out  of  hia  increaaed  resourcea  lay  by  lor  a  time  of 
seed,  he  could  hare  no  ^al  claim,  aa  now,  for  a  reward  for 
juiimproTidence.  Who  ia  bold  enough  to  deny  that  a  daaa  of 
laboorera,  aueh  oa  I  hare  aboTC  deacribed,  would  be  a  gain 
both  to  themaelTea  and  to  their  employera  P  Nothing  wodd 
render  greater  aasiatanoe  to  the  formation  of  auch  a  claaa  of 
bboBTcrs  than  education.  I  am  no  advocate  for  oyerHsduea- 
tioa.  But  to  be  able  to  make  out  and  cast  up  a  bill,  to  write 
a  YeD  expreaaed,  correctly  apelt,  and  le^ble  letter,  and  above 
iB  to  read  with  ilueno?,  eaae  and  pleasure,  so  as  to  be  disposed 
and  able  to  acquire  all  auch  information  aa  ia  necessary  for  the 
Ibnnationof  the  character  and  habita  above  deacribed,  u  well 
IS  becoming  a  akilled  workman,  ia  in  the  advanced  and  eon- 
^^y  advancing  condition  of  agriculture  ouite  indiapensable. 
Whereas  aome  ftffy  yeara  ago,  or  even  leaa,  land  waa  cultivated 
on  nearly  the  uune  ayaton  aa  had  prevailed  for  centuriea 
be{brB,and  which  required  firom  the  Ubburer  neither  akill  nor 
knowledge,  at  the  present  time  agriculture  hu  become  a 
■pence,  and  a  labourer  who  haa  aome  knowledge  of  the  nrin- 
oplea  on  which  the  acienoe  ia  baaed,  and  akill  in  the  hanoling 
of  the  intricate  machinery  by  which  human  nature  ia  now  ao 
lazg^  supplemented,  ia  much  more  valuable  to  hia  emplover. 
Mr.  Edwin  Chad  wick  in  hia  addresa  on  the  opening  of  the  laat 
Ksiion  of  the  National  Aaaociation  for  the  Promotion  of 
Social  Science,  goea  ao  for  aa  to  aa;r  (p>  121) :  "  There  are 
probably  more  aound  mechanical  inventiona  and  labour  aaving, 
nrooeesea  unnaed,  than  there  are  uaed  in  agriculture,  and  the 
oanier  to  their  oae  ia  the  ignorance  of  the  working  daaaea." 
The  hxmet  haa  aa  much  uitereat  in  the  education  of  the  la- 
boner's  chUdren,  aa  the  labourer  himself  has.  I  say  to  the 
&nner,  then,  determine,  even  at  a  small  present  sacrifloe, 
though  I  hardly  think  any  saerilloe  at  all  will  be  involved  in 
doing  so,  to  employ  no  children  except  they  can  bring  a  oer- 
tiileate  from  a  competent  authority  that  they  can  at  least  read 
floently,  write  a  good  hand,  and  know  enough  of  arithmetic  to 
nake  out  and  cast  up  a  bill.  Never  tempt  them  by  offera  of 
vork  to  leave  aehool  till  tl^y  have  had  time  to  acquire  at  least 
the  above  amount  of  education.  Bather  make  a  condition 
vift  those  labourera  whom  yon  empby,  that  they  must  from 
the  eailieat  age  aend  their  children  to  aehool.  Vo  not  tempt 
the  mothera  awav  to  work  in  the  ilelda.  to  run  onerranda,  and 
•0  force  them  to  keep  their  children  at  home  to  mind  thehouae 
aadthebabv.  Home  ia  the  place  for  wives  and  mothera, 
Khool  for  cnildren.  Field-work  after  a  given  age,  and  when 
they  can  read^  write,  and  keep  aocounta,  ia  the  aphere  for  boya, 
domeatie  aemee  for  giria.  Not  only  after  aueh  previoua  teadi- 
uig  win  they  be  more  akilled  in  their  aeveral  apherea,  but, 
which  tenda  even  more  perhapa  to  their  value  aa  aervanta,  they 
w^  be  more  likely  to  be  aober,  indnatrioua,  and  truatworthy. 
^ua  holda  atill  more  good  aa  regarda  reugioua  inatruction. 
Put  no  obstade,  auch  for  inatance  u  work  not  absolutely  neoea- 
^,  in  the  way  of  a  Ubourer  and  his  femily  keeping  the 
Sabbath  and  attending  hia  place  of  worahip.  Bather  give 
hia  any  enoowagenaent  to  do  thia,  and  to  aena  hia  children  to 
Sunday  aehool.  Where  a  certain  amount  of  Sunday  work,  u 
m  ia»t(iw^tmijiByof  c«W>«^4  •hwpiPwt  he  doneytbe  fermer^ 


who  iaaliveto  the  value  of  havinff  a  religioua  man  in  hiaempby, 
will  arrange,  aa  flur  aa  peaaibie,  tm  eaeh  of  hia  labourera 
ahould  take  hia  turn,  and  ao  none  entirely  miaa  the  bleasing  of 
the  Sabbath.  In  thoae  pariahea,  which  in  different  parte  of  the 
country  are  not  fewin  number,in  which  the  (armera, their  wivea, 
and  danghtera  take  a  peraonal  intereat  and  part  in  theae  mat- 
tera,  teaching  in  the  Sunday  aehool,  viaitmg  the  day  aehool, 
noticing  the  needlework  and  knitting,  and  in  always,  by  pre- 
cept and  example  and  peraonal  interest,  by  encouraging,  with 
little  preaenta  and  aota  a  kindneaa,  the  parenta  and  raildren 
who  are  doing  their  duty  in  theae  reapeets,  and  ao  aetting  a 
mark  upon  those  who  neglect  itL  it  ia  wonderfol  what  a  rapid 
and  ateady  improvemmt  there  la  in  the  character  of  the  agri- 
cultural labourer,  and,  conaequently,  in  the  enltiTation  of  ^ 
land  and  the  prosperity  of  the  form.  There  ia  nothing  better 
for  maintaining  and  carrying  forward  the  amount  of  education 
required  at  school  than  good  loan  libraries  of  intereating  and 
inatmctive  hooka.  None  should  be  allowed  to  take  the  books 
out  except  membera,  and  the  rate  of  aubaoription  for  member- 
ahip  should,  of  courae,  be  leaa  for  labourera  than  for  citiaena, 
ahopkeepera,  and  fkrmera.  Of  auch  paramount  importance  ia 
it  to  the  former — ^now  that  agriculture  ia  so  much  more  of  a 
science,  business  and  profession  than  it  was,  and  that  the  ma- 
chinery employed,  and  which,  to  a  much  greater  extent 
than  now,  must  be  employed  by  any  former  who,  in 
the  midst  of  a  host  of  competitors,  wishes  to  hold  his  own,  re- 

guiring  such  skilfol  and  truatworthy  management  that  the 
ibourer  ahould  be  much  better  educated  than  now — that  it 
will  be  well  worth  the  time  and  attention  of  thia  ehamber  and 
other  chambera  of  agriculture  in  England,  to  watch  eareftUly 
the  progreaa  through  Parliament  of  the  GK)vemment  Education 
Bill,  with  the  view  of  improving  it  in  any  reapecte  in  which  it 
doea  not  sufficiently  meet  the  wants  of  the  agricultural  dia- 
tricts.  I  have  now  as  far  as  time  permits,  though  necessarily 
very  shortly  and  imperfectly,  sketched  out  to  yon  what, 
aa  regarda  hia  home,  hia  work,  hia  wagea,  hia  moral 
character,  his  religioua  and  aecular  training  and  education— 
the  aix  featurea  which  appear  moat  prominent  in  hia  position— 
the  agricultaral  labourer  oueht,  in  my  opinion,  to  be.  We 
are  all  agreed,  I  am  aure,  u  I  have  hinted  before,  on  the  value 
of  a  well  stabled,  fed,  groomed,  and  trained  horse,  or  on 
the  shortaightedneaa  of  the  poticy  of  thoae  who  in  any 
way  ne^ect  their  horsea  or  oUier  stock.  A  labourer, 
such  aa  I  have  above  deacribed,  ia  equally,  or  even  more 
valuable,  both  aa  a  more  effective  aervant,  u  a  aaving 
of  that  which,  of  all  burdena,  ia  the  most  oppressive  to  the 
fanner — the  poor  rate,  and  aa  facilitating  tne  use  of  ma- 
chineiy,  and  so  makbg  a  higher  class  of  cultivation  possible 
with  fewer  hands,  and,  consequently,  less  cost.  Moreover, 
unless  the  condition  of  the  afrncnltural  labourer  be  brought 
up  to,  and  maintained  more  orless  at  the  mark  above  described, 
with  the  present  facilities  for  emigration,  and  the  earnest  de- 
sires of  the  colonies — as  more  than  once  expressed  to  me  by 
those  eminent  ex-colonial  govemora.  Sir  William  Deniaon 
and  Sir  George  Ghrey--^  poaaess  themaelvea  of  our  beat  agri- 
cultural labourera,  the  back  bone  of  the  country  ia  aure  to 
leave  it,  and  nothing  remain  but  what  ia  nearly  worn  out.  Ia 
it  likely  that  a  young,  healthy,  intelligent  labourer,  who  on 
landing' in  Auatralia  would  be  eagerly  aought  for  at  three  timea 
the  wagea  he  gets  here,  with  an  active  wife  who  would  neariy 
double  his  own  earnings,  will  forego  all  theae  immediate  advan- 
tagea,  with  the  certainty,  moreover,  after  a  few  years'  aervice, 
ofa  farm  of  hia  own,  and  ding  to  a  few  ahillinga  a  week  wagea,  a 
tumble-down  cottage,  and  the  Union  for  hia  home  aa  aoon  aa 
he  ia  crippled  up  with  rheumatiam  or  pramature  age  by  over- 
toil and  unwholesome  food— ia  it  likely  that  he  will  ait  atill 
aimply  becanae  a  not  after  all  very  nnpleaaant  voyage  of  a  few 
weeka  aeparatea  him  from  a  land  which,  when  he  reachea  it, 
he  will  imd  u  rich  in  aoil  and  better  in  climate  than  that 
which  he  leavea,  while  conatant  communication  with  the  old 
country  may  be  maintained  by  poat  and  telegraph  P  Ja  it  wiae 
in  landownen  and  formen  to  ait  atill,  inatead  of  doing  all  in 
their  power  to  atay  this  exodna,  aa  long  at  leaat  aa  there  ia 
room  in  old  England  P  Would  it  not  be  for  wiaer  to  endea- 
vour to  attach  tneae  moat  valuable  aervanta  to  home  by  makin| 
home  aomothing  more  like  what  it  would  be  if  they  emigrated 
to  AuaMia  P  I  do  not  offer  any  opinion  aa  to  how  far  the 
labourera  in  thia  diatrict  come  up  to  the  mark  sketched  by  me. 
Thia  ia  a  matter  of  which  you,  my  hearera,  an  the  beat  jndgea. 
AQ I  «aj  lay  tbit,.  m  »  m«ro  matter  of  pounda,  ahillinga  ud 
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pence,  it  wonld  pay  well  everywhere  to  bring  them  wo  to  this 
mark.  In  his  aadress  already  quoted,  Mr.  Chadwick,  p.  17, 
says :  "  Mr.  Brassoy,  who  has  made  railways  in  France,  in 
Italy,  in  Germany,  in  Russia,  and  in  India,  tells  me  that,  with 
the  eiception  of  about  10  per  cent,  in  one  part  of  (Germany, 
and  abont40per  cent,  in  earthwork  in  Indm,  he  found  the 
higher  priced  labour  of  Kngland  as  cheap  as  any  in  the  world. 
And  other  engineen  haTc  told  me  the  lile.  Now  what  is  the 
economical  rMult  of  two  having  the  efBdenoy  of  three  P  It 
is  that  you  save  the  food,  the  dothins,  and  the  house  room  of 
the  third—* in  fact,  that  tou  save  a  third  capital,  or  create  a 
fund  which  may  be  diTiaed  u  extra  wages  between  the  other 
two,  as  in  point  of  foot  It  is  to  a  great  extent,  leaving  some 
extra  profit  to  the  capitalist"  And  again,  at  page  82 :  "  Mr. 
Paget,  the  late  member  for  Nottingham,  came  forward  at  the 
recent  meeting  of  the  EducationalLeague  at  Birmingham,  and 
stated  that  he  had  for  more  than  17  years  maintained  a  naif- 
time  school,  chiefly  for  tlie  children  of  the  agricultural 
labourers  working  on  his  fitrm.  fie  avowed  that  he  did  this 
as  a  matter  of  business,  and  it  answered  him  commercially,  in 
the  production  of  more  intdlectual  and  better  labourers ;  and 
his  oailif,  too,  was  of  opinion  that  it  answered  u  a  matter  of 
business.**  There  are  many  reforms  needed  for  the  benefit  of 
formers.  Game,  for  instance,  is  very  deetmetive,  and  ought 
to  be  dealt  with,  as  I  think,  in  a  way  which  would  protect  the 
former  much  more  thoroughly  than  is  contemplaud  in  the 
Bill  now  before  Parliament.  The  incidenoe  of  taxation  also 
is  a  very  important  subject  connected  with  forming.  If,  as  is 
supposed,  the  local  taxes  fall  heavier  upon  land  than  upon 
other  kinds  of  property,  the  balance  ought  to  be  fkuly  ad- 
justed. It  might  be  well  also,  u  was  suf  geated  by  Mr.  Dash- 
wood  in  a  paper  read  last  year  before  tne  Farmers*  Club,  at 
the  Salisbury  Hotel,  in  London,  if  the  ovmer  were  made  to 
pay  half  the  amount  of  local  taxes,  instead  of  all  bemg  paid 
Dv  the  occupier,  and  that  all  compounding  for  rates  shonla  be 
abolished.  Luidowners  and  laoourers  would  thus  acquire 
such  an  amount  of  personal  practical  knowledge  about  the 
rates,  and  interest  in  them,  as  would  greatly  tend  to  control 
extravagance  and  mismansq^ment.  Leases  for  a  foir  term  of 
years.  Tenant  Ri^ht  on  a  foir  scale  of  remuneration  for  improve- 
ments made  during  his  tenure  by  the  occupier,  and  legislation 
providing  against  the  very  larg|e  accumulation  of  property  in 
single  hands,  are  all  subjects  which  might  be  dealt  with  more 
beneficially  to  the  farmer.  Such  matters,  however,  are  in  the 
hands  of  Parliament.  I  hope  a  better  adjustment  of  these 
things  may  not  be  too  long  delayed.  Exospt,  however,  bv 
ventilating  such  sort  of  subjects  in  these  chauibera  of  aj^ricuf- 
ture,  and  pressing  your  views  upon  your  representatives  in 
Parliament,  and  so  upon  Parliament  itself,  you  can  do  little  or 
nothing  towards  accelerating  the  always  somewhat  slow  action 
of  legislative  bodies.  You  must  patiently  bide  the  time  when 
you  will  kwfully  reap  the  benefit  which  you  hope  reconsidera- 
tion of  these  matters  will  secure  to  you.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  many  unquestionable  and  reallv  solid  advantages  which  I 
have  shown  you  would  accrue  to  the  former  by  improving  the 
condition  of  the  labourer  as  above  described,  you  can  yourself, 
with  your  own  hands,  and  without  waiting  for  the  legislature 
to  help  you,  secure  for  vourselves.  If  yon  will  really  set 
about  the  work,  over  and  above  confemng  an  inestimable 
benefit  on  the  labouring  classes  and  on  the  country  at  large, 
you  can  yourselves  make  a  large  and  immediate  profit,  and  no 
one  can  hinder  yon.  I  have  thus  for  aivued  this  matter 
solely  in  a  commercial  spirit,  with  a  regard  simply  to  profit  and 
lofls,  to  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence.  But,  though  addressing 
you  specifically  as  one  amongst  yourselves,  a  member  of  a 
chamber  of  apiculture,  I  must  no^  I  cannot  forgel^  that  I  am 
a  Christian  minister  speaking  to  Christiau  men.  I  hope  the 
remembrance  that  such  is  the  case  may  have  saved  me  through* 
out  from  uttering  a  single  word  which  can  jnstiy  g^ve  offence 
to  any  one.  I  am  sure  that  every  one  present  md  strongly 
sympathize  with  me  when  I  condnde  by  reminding  you  that 
though,  as  I  have  abready  at  length  shown  you,  the  labourer, 
like  the  horse  or  any  other  animal,  pays  better  the  better  he 
18  housed  and  fed  and  generally  treated,  yet  to  the  labourer 
we  are  charged  by  that  Gospd  which  we  profess  to  believe 
with  a  duty  of  a  far  higher  character.  In  oeaUng  with  those 
who,  unlike  the  brute  creation,  are  bone  of  our  bone  and  flesh 
of  our  flesh,  who  are  members  of  the  same  fomily  u  ourselves, 
of  which  Christ  is  the  head,  who  are  heirs  of  immortality, 
it  is  pletuiuit  t9  find  that  onr  own  perwud  intenst  and  pnat 


here  are  identical  with  their  temporal  and  eternal  weUan,  tnd 
our  duty  to  them  as  brothers  in  Christ.  But  we  mut  not 
forget  that,  even  if  the  reverse  were  the  case,  we  shoald,  u 
Christian  men,  be  bound  to  do  our  utmost  to  improve  their 
condition,  and  could  not,  at  least  in  God's  sight,  ends  the  re- 
sponsibility, asking  "  Am  I  my  brother's  koefK  P  ** 

At  the  a^jooraed  meeting,  Mr.  Wadi,  the  duunaaa, 
said  the  principles  they  were  advocating  were  very  ia- 
portant.  some  people  appeared  to  argue  as  though  emy- 
thing  had  to  be  done  for  tiie  workingmaa,  and  not  by  the 
worfing  man.  That  was  a  mistake.  What  was  wanted  to  be 
done  for  him  was  to  raise  him  in  the  social  scale,  to  laake  fain 
a  more  truly  independent  man,  a  better  labourer,  more  fngtl, 
a  less  frequenter  to  the  eider  shop,  and  more  constantly  ham 
after  his  dav*s  labour,  with  his  wifo  and  family.  He  entiidy 
agreed  with  Canon  Girdlestone,  that  something  ahoald  be 
done  for  tlie  labourer,  with  the  view  of  providing  him  with  a 
better  house,  and  he  sincerely  wished  that  every  working  ma 
had  at  least  two  good  bedrooms.  Just  now  they  were  keaiiid; 
a  mreat  deal  about  education,  and  he  asked  if  they  ooasideredi 
chihl*s  education  was  finished  when  he  left  school  at  thiiteea ; 
what  prospect  was  there  of  a  boy  learning  forming  practically,  or 
of  becoming  a  good  labourer,or  of  learning  other  dutiei  hewookl 
be  called  upon  to  perform  in  after  life  P  The  foet  wai,  there 
was  no  system  at  present  laid  down.  A  former  at  the  preaeit 
moment  was  less  independent  of  manual  labour  than  erer  be 
was,  because  he  no  sooner  wonJd  correct  a  boy  of  14  or  16 
years  of  a^  than  the  lad  wouU  say,  **  I  will  leave  yon  oi 
Saturday  night,'*  and  perhaps  would  go  into  the  toen.  Legis- 
lation was  reouired  to  deal  with  this  and  other  dificolties,  as 
arising  out  of  the  conduct  of  boys  between  the  ages  of  15  ud 
18.  Ue  suggested  the  boys  working  on  forms  shoold  lire 
with  and  be  under  the  control  of  their  parents,  and  that  tbej 
should  be  paid  a  graduated  scale  for  their  services,  nsiibr  to 
that  adopted  under  the  Workshops  and  Factories  Act  Itwii 
hiffh  time  some  change  was  effected  with  regard  to  the  ij^- 
cultural  labourer,  for  now  not  more  than  one  hbooier  a  a 
parish  could  be  found  to  make  fimots,  whOst  ifafimner 
wanted  a  rick  to  be  thatched  he  kaa  to  hire  a  profeesifloil 
man  to  do  it.  This  afforded  ample  proof  of  the  great  aeeo- 
aity  for  adopting  aome  kind  of  aystem  to  ensure  the  rainag  of 
the  abilitiea  of  the  labourer  to  a  higher  point  than  at  ||TeeeBt. 

Mr.  Watson  thought  that  some  were  disposed  to  think  the 
tenant-farmer  a  great  deal  more  independent  thau  he  mOj 
waa.  The  tenant-farmer,  as  a  rule,  was  sddom  in  the  habit 
of  acting  of  his  own  accord ;  he  had,  in  fact,  a  kind  of  vboI^ 
some  dread  of  his  betters,  and  hence  it  was  he  seldom  took 
any  decisive  action  of  his  own.  He  had  carOfnlly  ooaiidered 
the  subject  before  the  meeting,  and  he  could  oome  to  no  othtr 
conclusion  than  that  the  best  way  to  improve  the  agricaltanl 
labourer  would  be  by  improving  hia  wages..  He  wodU  ^n 
the  labourer  the  option  of  having  the  dder  or  not  The  vitb- 
drawal  of  cider  from  the  men  was  an  attempt,  he  thoaght,to 
make  them  teetotallers.  Teetotalism  might  be  very  good  ia 
its  way,  but  he  had  a  great  objection  to  its  being  compohoiy. 

Mr.  Knowles  thought  the  great  obstacle  to  the  inereaieof 
manual  Ubour  rcaulted  from  the  foct  of  ao  many  thoottad 
acres  remaining  uncultivated.  Many  of  the  larpe  Undovaen 
cultivated  their  huid  in  the  outset,  but  finding  it  did  aot  pay. 
let  it  off.  He  wonld  ask  what  was  the  reason  it  did  not  pe^P 
Because  it  was  so  overrun  with  rabbits  and  hares.  He  dsib- 
tained  that  the  owners  of  coppices  and  preserves  oneht  to  w 
much  heavier  taxes  than  they  did  at  present  The  voitfay 
Canon  had  commenced  firing  at  little  birds,  with  a  view,  he 
supposed,  of  frightening  the  big  ones,  but  he  trusted  that  lor 
the  future  he  would  direct  hia  attention  to  higher  game. 

The  Rev.  J.  M.  Hawksb  said  the  liglit  in  which  dda 
ought  to  be  given,  was  not  in  consideration  of  any  poriioB  of 
men*a  wages,  but  rather  with  a  view  of  sweetamag  their 
labours,  for  in  his  opinion  dder  was  one  of  the  most  whole* 
some  beverages  they  oould  have. 

Mr.  NoRTHCOTX  did  not  believe  that  the  kboarer  either 
stood  in  need  of  cider,  or  that  it  did  him  any  good.  His  ei- 
perienoe  had  taught  him  this.  In  foet  he  (the  spe^er)  was  a 
much  better  man  aince  he  had  abstained  foom  dnnking  eider. 

Bfr.  SowTON  conaidered  that  agricultural  kbonren  om 
mnch  deteriorated  aince  the  abolition  of  parish  apprentieeehipj 
and  anggeated  that  the  legislature  ahould  adopt  aone  aeaai  to 
remedy  existing  evils. 

Mr.Sioou  movedk  "That  thia  Chamber  desires  tsei- 
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pnn  lit  iiiprofal  of  the  generooB  efforU  of  the  Rer.  Canon 
Ojrdlaitone  to  imdiOTe  the  condition  of  the  agricultnril 
bat,  at  the  lame  time,  conaiden  that,  whilst  wages 


HMiinuw  i  HMi^  a»  M*a  whuq  tunc,   cvuMuoc*   Huu>,  wuiwif  wagvi 

ia  propo^jr  an  employei's  qoestion,  the  condition  of  the  home* 
stead  or  dwelling  of  the  labonier,  aa  stated  by  the  Ber, 
Cuon,  is  nuinly  an  owner's  question ;  and  this  Chamber  is 
ilio  of  opinion  that  the  Ber.  Canon  might,  with  equal  pro- 
prietj  and  effect,  extend  the  area  of  his  obserrations  to  la- 
MMien  ia  general.**  He  did  not  approve  of  too  mnch  atten- 
tkm  being  paid  to  the  comforts  of  the  labourer,  to  the  entire 
odnionofthoseof  the  tenant-farmer.  However,  if  some- 
thiog  was  not  done,  it  was  eTident  the  labourer  would 
emigrate. 

Mr.  Ford  seconded  the  resolution.  He  contended  that  the 
comforts  of  the  agricnltuial  labourer  were  equal,  if  not 
npoior,  to  those  of  the  towns.  He  referred  the  worthv 
Cmm  to  the  deplorable  condition  of  labourers,  as  regards 
kwM  seeommodatiott,  in  the  lashionable  places  of  Torquay 
aad  Newton  and  other  towns. 

Tlw  Ber.  Canon  GiKDLzsTOifz  said  they  had  differed  on 
Batten  of  detul  rather  than  on  principle.  They  were  all 
agnsd  that  the  condition  of  the  agncultnral  labourer  required 


improvement  He  agreed  with  the  Chairman's  remarks,  with 
the  supplementary  remarks  as  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  prac- 
tical education  of  the  labourer  after  leaving  school.  As  to 
the  dder  Question,  he  did  not  olnect  to  labourers  having  cider, 
but  he  did  object  to  its  bring  aept  back  out  of  their  wa^. 
He  did  not  bebeve  in  helping  the  lahourer  so  much  as  teaching 
him  the  wav  to  help  himaelf.  When  he  was  last  here  he  at- 
tended the  Newton  Board  of  Guardians,  and  he  was  extremelv 
interested  in  the  manner  in  which  the  business  was  transacted, 
and  it  was  evident  from  what  he  saw  that  the  poor-law  was 
administered  with  remariuible  skill  and  judgment.  This  led 
him,  when  he  returned  home,  to  examine  the  statistics,  com- 
paring those  of  the  Newton  Union  with  those  of  the  Tiverton, 
and  he  must  say  that  the  comparison  was  considerably  in 
favour  of  the  former.  This  arose  from  the  fact  that  at  Tiver- 
ton the  guardians  were  pretty  well  of  one  calling,  whilst  at 
Newton  they  were  various,  and,  as  a  result,  a  greater  amount 
of  experience  was  brought  to  b^r  on  the  administration  gene- 
rally. It  would  also  be  seen  that  indoor  relief  was  more 
rigidly  enforced  at  Newton,  and  which  he  regarded  as  one  of 
thejKreatest  tests  for  keeping  dovm  pauperism. 
The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 


THB    EGG    OVENS    OF    EGYPT. 


Hj  guide  stops  before  a  low  door,  which  I  am  informed  is 
tte  eatianoe  to  tht  egg  ovens.  The  door  is  slowly  opened  by 
iiwirtky  individual,  whose  entire  dothing  consists  of  a 
ioQie  kind  of  shirt  and  a  turban,  disclosing  to  my  view  a 
cbsfflber  or  divan,  round  which  are  seated  four  or  five  old 
men  unoking  vigoronalj.  In  the  centre  of  this  group  are  eggs 
heaped  in  small  pyramids,  crates  filled  with  eg^,  baskets  of 
cggi,  earthen  bowls  containing  ens,  while  outside  are  several 
dottkevs  tethered  to  the  waUs,  each  bearing  its  freight  of  eggt. 
One  old  nan,  the  head,  I  presume,  at  first  sternly  objects  to  my 
sieving  the  process  b^  which,  with  aitiflcial  heat,  chickens  are 
pradnoed,  asserting  his  belief  that  I  am  only  come  to  spv  out 
their  seerets.  This  I  know  is  only  a  scheme  to  extort  a  large 
"baksheesh";  but  an  offer  to  pay  liberally  removes  eveiT 
Kniple,  and  I  am  condncted  to  the  egg  ovens.  Very  mucn 
after  the  fimhion  of  the  burrowing  mole,  I  contrive  to  wriggle 
tkrovgh  along  dark  kmd  of  tunnel,  to  reach  at  last  a  large 
Tuilted  chamber,  built  of  sun-dried  bricks.  The  air  is  hot 
ladcnpresatve,  and  I  wish  I  could  have  left  my  nose  outside. 

All  round  this  chamber  are  small  oirenlar  openings,  which, 
without  actnaDy  measuring,  are,  I  should  say,  about  three  feet 
ia  diameter;  each  orifice  or  mouth  leads  bva  short  arched 
paiaage  into  an  oven  about  twelve  feet  in  diameter.  These 
oreas  ars  nU  quite  circular,  but  nearlv  so :  the  roofb  are  domed, 
aad  contrived  with  a  kind  of  fire-chamber  over  them ;  the 
ipotares  leading  to  the  fire-chamben  are  the  same  sin  as  the 
openings  to  the  ovens,  andonly  large  enough  to  admit  a  bpy  to 
pass  through.  From  each  fire-chamber  tnere  is  likewise  a 
wamnnication  with  the  oven  to  which  it  belongs.  In  the 
doBMd  roolb  of  the  ovens,  and  in  the  roof  of  the  room  there 
are  holea  that  can  be  opened  or  closed  at  pleasure;  these 
acfps  the  twofbld  purpose  of  letting  out  the  smoke  and  letting 
ia  air  and  a  dim  hazy  light. 

^-hatching,  I  am  informed,  is  only  carried  on  during 
three  months  m  the  year— April,  May,  and  June.  The  hatch- 
iag  estaUiahment  ia  called  a  moosm/,  and  the  proprietors  can 
Mt  twenty  ovena  working  at  the  same  time,  each  oven  contain- 
iag  shout  five  hundred  eggs.  Supposing  the  ovens  in  flill 
work,  there  will  be  about  ten  thousand  eggs  hatching  at  the 
■att  tisae.  The  eggs  are  supplied  by  the  peasantry,  and  there 
are  two  systems  of  purehase.  Under  one  qritem,  the  hatcher 
m*  down  an  agreed  sum  to  the  peasant  for  egn ;  under  the 
ouer,  the  owner  of  the  eggs  leaves  them  with  tne  hatcher  at 
kit  own  risk,  the  latter  covenanting  to  return  one  chicken  for 
every  two  em.  The  material  emnloyed  for  heating  the  ovens 
is  eaUcd  ^eOek,  a  fuel  composed  of  the  oi&d  of  animals,  worked 
with  straw  and  water  into  cakes  by  women  and  children  in 
Cairo.   Thia  is  kept  smouldering  slowly  in  the  fire-chamben 


above  the  eggs,  as  well  as  in  troughs  made  of  mud  bricks  en- 
circling the  eggs. 

The  first  oven  I  was  shown  contamed  about  500  ens,  which 
had  only  been  in  three  days ;  these  were  arranged  m  circles 
round  k  central  egg ;  underneath  the  eggs  was  a  coarse  de- 
scription of  rush-matting.  Thetemperatora  was  96  degrees 
IVdurenheit;  and  here  I  may  remark,  that  these  egg-hatcners 
know  bv  experience  the  proper  temperature  at  which  the  ovens 
should  be  kept,  even  to  a  degree  or  two,  being  guided  entirely 
by  their  external  senses,  for  they  employ  no  Eeat-gauge  what- 
ever. In  oven  No.  2  the  temperature  was  rather  over  100 
dqrrees  lUirenheit,  and  the  eggs — about  the  same  in  number 
and  arrangement  as  in  No.  1 — had  been  in  14  days. 

Arriving  at  No.  S  I  could  distinctl^r  hear,  even  before  the 
interior  was  unclosed,  feeble  squeaking  sounds,  u  though  a 
Urge  choir  of  young  birds  were  practiring  partUinging.  In 
this  case,  before  the  oven  was  opened  **  the  birds  began  to 
sing.*'  On  putting  my  head  through  the  aperture,  when 
opened,  before  me  was  one  of  the  meet  interesting  sights  I 
ever  beheld ;  for,  running  and  scrambling  over  the  circles  of 
eggs,  and  nthered  together  in  groups  against  the  waUs  were 
wooUy  little  chickens  of  every  shade  and  colour,  while  some 
*  '  half-wav  out  of  the  egj^-shell,  and  others  with  only  the 
protruding,  piping  their  mellow  cries.    Whether  thej 


head 


were  cries  of  j<7,  complaints  of  a  mother's  neglect,  or  caused 
bv  anxiety  to  escape  from  their  hot  prison,  must  be  left  to 
tne  dedsion  of  those  more  learned  in  the  bird-language  of  the 
East  thim  mvself.  These  egg>t  I  was  informed,liaa  been  in 
the  oven  SI  oays,  which  is  about  the  period  of  natural  incu- 
bation, and  the  temperature,  when  1  saw  the  chickens,  was 
exactly  130  dgs.  Fahrenheit.  The  chickens  are  taken  from 
the  oven  during  the  dav ;  the  strong  and  vigorous  are  to  be 
sold,  the  weakly  ones  being  placed  in  a  chamber  constructed 
for  the  purpose,  there  to  be  fed  and  nursed. 

Very  fbr,  if  any,  eggs  of  domestic  poultry  (by  poultry  I 
must  be  understood  to  mean  fowls  only)  are  incubated 
naturally.  The  diioken-ovens  are  emnloyed  throughout  Upper 
and  Lower  Egypt.  The  amount  of  work  accomplished  by 
these  primitive,  but  most  effective,  contrivances  may  be 
gathered  from  a  statement  published  by  order  of  the  govern- 
ment in  an  E^tian  newspaper,  in  which  the  number  of 
establishmentsfor  the  hatching  of  fowls*  eggs  in  Lower 
^jvt  is  given  as  106,  and  in  Upper  Egypt  as  09.  The 
number  of  eggs  hatched  in  Lower  Egypt  is  13,069,733,  and 
the  number  spoiled  6,265,867.  In  Upper  Emt  the  number 
hatched  is  4,349,240,  while  the  number  spoiled  is  2,629,660. 
^Travelt  m  Egypt. 
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THE  FAltMEB'S  HAGAZINB. 


THE    LINCOLNSHIBE    AGBIOULTtJBAL    SOCIETY. 
MEETmO   AT    SLDAFOBD. 


With  its  resources  and  a  pnrse  like  onto  tliat  of  CrcBsns, 
if  we  may  judge  by  the  way  ererything  is  done,  this 
Society  ought  to  be  one  of  the  best  and  most  perfect 
gatherings  in  the  kingdom ;  as  it  will  be,  if  the  management 
will  pay  a  little  more  attention  to  trifles.  They  are,  indeed, 
going  a-head  in  the  right  direction,  as  the  conduct  of  the 
yard  was  a  wonderful  improvement  to  that  of  last  year, 
when  chaos  reigned  at  Lincoln.  The  conduct  of  the  horse 
ring  was  worthy  of  much  praise,  for  the  classes,  came  in 
orderly  and  without  loss  of  time,  were  nicely  numbered,  and 
the  winners'  figures  duly  hoisted  on  some  capital  telegram 
boards.  Then  no  intruders  of  any  kind  were  allowed  within 
during  the  day,  and  there  was  no  interruption  to  busi- 
ness caused  by  any  jumping.  But  if  the  horses  came  in 
without  delay  they  did  not  go  out  again  in  a  hurry,  for  never 
were  judges  more  dallying.  This,  though,  was  according  to 
order,  as  it  was  thoi^t  that  if  the  award  could  be  spun 
out  for  a  couple  of  days  it  would  attract  more  people.  A 
greater  mistake  was  never  made,  as  there  was  nouing  worth 
naming  left  for  the  next  day,  whereas  if  the  judges  had  been 
allowed  to  commence  at  eight  instead  of  ten,  and  had  gone 
to  work  like  men,  they  mi^t  have  got  through  the  duses 
in  ample  time  for  a  general  parade,  and  so  sent  the  visitors 
away  pleased  and  entertained  instead  of  wearied  out. 
The  laying  out  of  the  yard  and  shedding,  as  at  Lincoln, 
was  capitid,  with  plenty  of  room  behind  ti^e  horses  for  a 
stroll  through,  and  a  fomons  horse-ring  encircled  by 
the  strongest  of  rails,  while  a  grand-stand  was  in  the 
course  of  erection,  with  its  patch  of  scarlet  in  the  centre, 
like  the  squire's  fomily  pew  in  some  viUage  church.  It 
would  be  just  as  easy  we  think  to  be  ready  a  day  before 
the  fiur  as  a  day  after,  as  there  is  nothing  so  unsightly 
and  slovenly  in  a  show-ground  as  to  see  the  mallet  and 
saw  in  full  swing  after  the  visitors  are  admitted.  Again, 
the  public  ought  not  to  be  kept  an  hour  without  a  cata- 
logue ;  and  another  thing  that  some  one  should  attend  to 
would  be  the  superintendence  of  the  first-rate  boxes  where 
the  staUions  stood,  and  impress  on  the  men  in  possession, 
who  were  furnished  with  locks,  keys,  and  shutters,  that 
they  brought  their  horses  to  Sleaford  not  only  for  a  chance 
of  a  prize,  but  for  the  public  to  see.  As  it  was,  many  of 
the  horses,  boxed  up  and  locked  up  as  they  were,  might 
just  as  well  have  been  on  their  way  home  by  express. 
Further,  the  prize  cards  should  have  been  distributed  im- 
mediatdy,  and  nested  in  the  sheddings  of  cattle,  sheep, 


and  pigs,  as  well  as  the  horses,  as  they  only  had  the  colours 
put  Dv  the  side  of  their  numbers,  or  stuck  to  the 
animals'  heads,  under  the  ear,  on  the  back  or  the  tail,  ac- 


cording to  the  fimcy  of  those  in  charge.  Then  the  number 
of  the  dass  on  the  prize  cards,  over  the  horses'  heads,  was 
much  too  small.  All  this  should  be  rectified,  so  that  the 
public  may  gain  some  little  information  from  a  well-got- 
up  shilling  catalogue,  on  which  wss  advertised  "  Public 
Dinner  Tickets,  in  addition  to  wine,  for  four  shillings," 
while  the  purveyors  on  the  ground  were  allowed  to 
charge  the  puhlic  three  and  sixpence  for  cold  meat,  a 
sum  for  which  any  one  may  dine  like  a  genUeman  at 
the  Grantham  '<  George." 

There  was  a  grand  collection  of  animals,  the  Shorthorns 
and  horses  contending  for  precedence,  the  one  headed  by 
Bolivar  and  the  other  by  the  Hermit.  The  latter  three 
^ears  ago  we  saw  with  his  coat  staring,  being  dragged  as 
it  were  along  by  a  lad  in  the  dip  under  the  plantation  at 


the  Dnrdans  end  of  the  paddock  at  Epsom,  slmoit  muio- 
ticed,  and  in  an  hour  afterwards  standing  on  the  brow, 
strinped,  with  head  erect,  eye  dilated,  nostrili  dis- 
tenaed,  and  his  coat  glistening  with  sweat,  covered  with 
a  net-work  of  veins  that  his  heated  blood  played  throogk 
— ^the  hero  of  the  day  when  the  betting  mania  wss  at  it« 
zenith  I  For  this  horse,  now  going  for  the  twenty  ss  the 
best  thorough-bred  hunting-stallion,  is  no  other  than  the 
Derby  winner  of  '67i  that  did  so  much  for  the  Squire  of 
Blankney  and  the  Cathedral  of  Jincoln. 

Doubt  and  mistrust  is  thrown  on  Heaven, 
And  all  its  power  to  chance  is  given. 

With  how  much  more  pleasure  do  we  scan  his  besstifiil 
frame  in  the  ring  at  Sleaford,  a  sight  alone  worth  double 
the  charge  of  admission  to  gaze  on  1  And  we  think  we  are 
not  saying  too  much  when  we  do  say  that  he  has  grown  into 
one  of  the  neatest,  handsomeat,  bint-proportioned,  good- 
limbed,  muscular,  diort-jointed  horses,  entirely  free  from 
lumber,  that  we  ever  saw.  The  second  best  is  Rapid  Bbose, 
that  a  first-fiight  Torkshireman  by  the  side  of  the  ring 
tells  us  was  always  a  fovourite  of  his ;  and  that  poor 
Bollock  declared,  in  tears,  he  must  have  won  the  Beihy 
on  had  not  Lord  Glasgow  dqirived  him  of  the  aih- 
plant  a  friend  handed  him  after  being  stripped  of  his 
whip  and  spurs.  We  do  not  always  go  hand  and  heart 
with  our  Yorkshire  friend  in  his  opinion  of  a  horse,  moie 
especiallv  hunters;  but  we  do  agree  with  him  about 
Rapid  Rhone,  of  whom,  when  shown  at  Lincoln  last  year,  we 
thus  wrote :  "  Rapid  Rhone  by  Young  Melboome,  dam 
by  Lanercost,  was  one  of  the  late  Lord  Glaigow'a  roana; 
but  is  now  standing  at  Bhmkney,  and  we  recollect  aeeisg 
him  run  third  for  the  Derby  when  Lord  CaUden  « 
Biacaroni  won.  fie  is  the  ociour  of  a  Norfolk  trotter, 
and  has  a  good  head,  strong  neck,  and  wdl-laidahonldera, 
vrith  a  nice  rise  in  tiie  withers,  a  good  back  and  lom  and 
deep  rib,  strong  muscular  quarters,  arms,  and  thi^s, 
with  knees  and  hocks  near  the  ground— adding  to  this 
plenty  of  length,  he  is  anything  but  a  bad  horse ;  in  fact, 
the  roan  has  always  been  a  fiavourite  of  ours,  though  his 
cdouris  against  him."  Then,  there  was  Eatcstdier,a 
wdl-known  prize  horse  in  this  county,  shown  kit 
year  at  Lincoln,  and  third  at  Bury  St.  Edmonds,  when 
we  then  described  him  as  "  a  modd  of  power,  hsrdy 
fifteen  two,  with  le^  of  iron  and  great  sabstanee 
below  the  knee,  but  takmg  somewhat  after  nia  sire  in  thick- 
ness of  shoulder ;"  while  with  less  flesh  he  looked  better 
than  last  year.  Odd  Trick  was  also  at  I^cob,  when  we 
described  him  in  full;  if  anything  there  is  leas  of  him 
now.  The  Lancer  we  reeoUect  seeing  at  Leiceater; 
he  has  a  good  forehand  but  is  light  below  the  kaee,  ssd 
he  foils  off  behind,  with  his  legs  too  far  away  from  him. 
Rallywood,  by  Newminster,  was  bred  by  Lord  FJmonth, 
and  has  been  hunted  by  Mr.  Wdby ;  as  he  is  onlj  four 
there  is  every  probabQity  of  his  thickening  into  aome- 
thing  useful;  while  Broomidaw,  that  harnm-aeanim 
restless  animal,  is  as  l^gy  as  a  fowl,  and  his  middle  con- 
tittually  reminds  us  of  the  asothecaiy  in  HamH  '^ 
had  more  phvsic  than  Ibdder.  Strathem  waa  in  ike 
roll,  but  did  not  enter  the  lists.  In  a  good  elaas 
of  hunting  brood  mares,  with  some  rubbish  m 
the  ruck,  the  judges  again  went  for  blood  in  award- 
ing   an   old  racing  brood   mat,  Joanita  Feres,  b^ 
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MellMiinie,  in  lier  nineteenth  year,  first  honoora — a 
leogthr  iBthr  nicely-made  mare,  too ;  while  the  third  at 
Oxford,  Heliotrope,  who  we  then  said  had  too  much 
of  the  coacher,  was  second.  Patting  the  third  in  her 
place,  a  powecfiil  Irish  cheannt  mare  of  breed,  would 
hm  pleased  ns  better,  with  Mr.  Grove's  brown  game- 
lookiDg  mare  foil  of  hunting  character  third*  Mr.  Byron 
exhibited  a  mare  of  nice  character,  but  rery  deficient 
below  the  knee ;  then  Old  Marigold,  in  her  twenty-fifth 
yeir,  looked  as  well  as  ever,  but,  as  might  be  expected, 
there  was  not  mnch  go  in  her.  She  is  a  grand  old  mare 
birring  the  shoulders ;  never^dess,  Mr.  John  Booth  says 
he  was  never  carried  better  for  six  seasons ;  while  her 
foal  by  The  General  beat  ,the  lot.  Mr.  Smith's  nsefhl 
old  mare  by  Lontherbonrg  and  Mr.  Marfleet's  bay 
by  BriUiant  were,  among  some  others,  worthy  of  note. 
Mr.  Booth  was  again  to  the  fore  with  Brian  Bom,  who  is 
now  almost  as  wdl  known  in  the  ring  as  himself,  followed 
by  Mr.  Faddison'a  bay  gelding  by  Gobbo,  who  last  year 
was  noticed  as  "  going  very  oily  and  like  a  hnnter,  and  in 
mother  yev  will  take  some  beating."  He  now  turned 
the  tables  on  Mr.  Clarke's  (Sleaford)  bay  Motley  horse  that 
he  played  second  to  last  year— a  lengthy  powearfol  evenly- 
got-np  horse,  that  does  not  bring  his  hind  legs  wdl  under 
him  in  his  gallop.  It  was  a  great  pity,  we  bought,  that, 
with  fio  grand  a  ring,  the  judges  or  some  of  the  officials 
did  not  remove  a  few  of  the  hurdles  that  sepa- 
rated the  two  sets,  while  the  hunters  were  ridden 
before  them,  aa  they  could  have  seen  them  extended 
BO  much  better.  Mr.  Maxwell's  bay  mare  Adelaide 
wu  the  reserve  number;  and  Mr.  Goodson's  tiuck- 
let  Robin  Rough,  Mr.  Coate's  Hero  with  something 
taking  aboat  him,  and  Sir  H.  Bacon's  brown,  were  of 
hooting  form,  and  could  move.  In  the  four-year-olds 
Mr.  Paddison  won  with  a  very  nice  horse  by  Epicenian, 
beatbgthe  first  and  second  at  Islington,  Comrade  by  The 
Swell,  and  Borderer  by  Clansman,  both  now  the  property 
of  Mr.  T.  H.  Bayley.  Comrade  we  did  not  consider  a 
himter  at  Islington,  but  more  of  a  charger  or  match 
horse,  snd  we  were  backed  in  our  opinion  by  one 
who,  we  should  say,  has  given  and  received  Mgher  prices 
for  hunters,  taking  numbers  into  consideration,  than  any 
man  in  the  kingdom.  Mr.  Bingham's  The  Admiral,  who 
came  out  at  Beverley  last  year,  is  a  horse  of  breed,  but 
hnks  more  like  ateeple-chaaing  or  hurdle-radng  than 
hnnting,  and,  like  Broomielaw,  wants  a  dose  of  ccKd-liver 
oil,  ai  his  com  evidently  does  not  agree  with  him.  Mr. 
^rke,  of  Howden,  came  in  for  a  commendation 
for  Cncksman,  a  fiash-looking,  gentlemanly  horse,  with 
four  white  heels,  somewhat  of  the  Sprig-of-Nobility 
>tunp  on  a  smaller  scale;  while  he  was  highly  com- 
mended for  Chieftain,  by  Carbineer,  who,  we  think, 
would  have  fared  bettor  at  Beverley,  where  they  were 
hoth  ihown  as  three-year-olds,  had  he  not  gone  a  little 
tender.  Lord  Kesteven'a  bav  mare  b^r  Richmond  was 
compact  and  well  put  together,  but  did  not  succeed  in 
the  light-weights,  where  she  waa  beaten  by  Upstart^  a 
^7  horse  of  fiiir  form,  that  could  move.  Mr.  Cross's  and 
Jjr-  Wyle's  were  worthy  of  notice ;  and  Mr.  Welfitt's 
Caller  could  go,  but  he  is  rather  coarse.  Loiterer,  a  third 
It  Mngton,  and  a  useftil  horse  for  general  purposes  that 
ve  should  &ncy  was  as  slow  as  a  man  in  his  gallop,  got 
|he  prise  here,  beating  a  big  brown  horse.  Grindstone, 
by  Cornerstone,  of  Mr.  Dudding's,  that,  we  think, 
would  be  more  in  his  place  bearing  an  officer 
to  and  from  Knig^tsbridge  and  the  Horse  Guards. 
Among  ike  others  were  Mr.  Goodson's  Robin  Rough, 
Mr.  Nell's  Shylock,  mentioned  in  a  previous  class,  for 
the  lame  horses  were  shown  on  several  occasions.  Lothair, 
the  best  three-year-old,  by  a  thorongh>bred  horse,  was  of  a 
ft  ^y  eobur,  and  light  of  bone  but  a  sweet  oily  goer ; 
m  Specnktion  waa  a  vwy  showy  one.    Mr.  Brewster's 


filly  Patch  by  The  Earl  of  Surrey  was  of  good  form,  with 
peculiar  formed  pasterns,  but  a  loose  easv  goer.  The 
two-year-olds,  yearlings,  and  foals  were  well  represented 
with  many  promising  things  amongst  them.  The 
hackneys  were  not  in  such  great  force  as  the  hunters. 
Fireaway,  a  very  showy  rich  chesnut  from  Downham 
Market,  and  who  has  often  shown  himself  in  a  rine  before, 
wore  the  prise-ribband  for  roadster  stallions,  and  Young 
Quicksilver,  a  horse  who  beat  Mr.  Pearl's  Ambition  at 
Lincoln  last  year,  was  second  in  a  class  of  ten,  including 
a  very  fashionable  flourishing  grand  parade  sort  of 
three-year-old  of  Mr.  Milward's,  while  Thurgarton  waa 
first  in  the  ponies  not  exceeding  fourteen,  beating  a 
rather  clever  black  four-year-old  cob,  and  a  very  clever 
bay  with  a  long  mane  of  Mr.  Vincent's,  called 
Welby.  There  were  a  few  roadster  mares.  Peg  being  of 
the  right  stamp,  and  the  well-built  Sally  of  Sleaford 
knew  now  to  use  her  legs,  as  a  fiiding  old  dowager  of 
form  and  character  of  Mr.  Powers,  came  in  for  a  high  com- 
mendation. The  beautifidly  made  old  grey  mare  Beda 
waa  first  for  both  cobs  and  hackneys,  not  having  anything 
very  grand  to  oppose  her.  In  the  ponies  under  thirteen 
hands  the  winner  turned  up  in  a  nice  one  by  Croton  Oil, 
beating  a  dun  of  Colonel  Astley's  that  we  fancy  we  have 
seen  his  owner  driving  round  the  ring  at  Islington,  and  a 
handsome  little  white  one  of  Mr.  Seels,  with  several 
otiiers. 

The  agricultural  classes  were  not  strong,  but  the  horse 
of  the  day.  Honest  Tom,  was  first  in  the  stallions,  while 
the  second,  a  grey  with  middling  feet,  some  thought 
ought  not  to  have  beaten  Mr.  Mannings's  gaudy  coloiured 
Young  (tampion,  the  second  prize  at  Oxford.  There 
were  eleven  in  the  class,  but  most  of  them  under  lock  and 
key.  There  were  some  very  useful  draught  brood  mares 
with  foals  of  power  and  substance,  and  Royal  Duchess,  the 
first  at  Man<mester  as  a  two-year-old,  and  first  at  Oribrd 
this  year,  had  onlv  one  to  beat  here,  Mr.  Wyles'  Flower, 
a  nlceish  roan  mly.  Royal  Duchess  was  got  by  Mr. 
Kirkby's  Champion,  who  went  for  honours  in  the 
stallion  class.  There  were  three  pairs  of  fair  draught 
horses,  but  not  equally  matched,  which  is  very  often 
the  case,  while  there  was  a  capital  team  of  roans  under 
excellent  command,  who  walked  over  for  a  red  waggon, 
^ere  being  no  opposition.  Five  two-year-old  fillies,  mth 
a  good  one  or  two  among  them ;  two  neatish  yearling 
filnes ;  four  or  five  colt  foals  of  &ir  promise,  and  a  nice 
cart  filly,  with  half-a-dozen  ordinary  animals  in  the  extra 
stock  maile  up  l^e  agricultural  horses. 

The  show  of  Shorthorns  was  grand  and  a  credit  to  any 
yard,  comprising  many  animals  of  note;  amongst  these  the 
Manchester  and  Oxford  bull  Bolivar,  who  won  the  champion 
prize^  though  the  Marquis  of  Exeter's  Telemachns,  quite 
a  beauty  in  mould,  substance,  and  quality,  was  the 
reserve  number,  Heydon  Duke  tlUrd,  and  Bythis  fourth- 
was  how  the  judges  placed  them  in  a  elaas  of  seventeen. 
Robin,  bred  by  the  kte  Mr.  FoQambe,  has  great  stvle 
and  character,  Baron  Torr  being  very  much  oif  nis 
legs,  while  Charlie  was  wonderfully  got  up,  and  is, 
we  believe,  an  own  or  half-brother  to  Bolivar.  Tele- 
machns, of  whom  we  can  scarcely  say  too  much, 
as  there  was  a  prize  for  everything,  came  in  for  the  two- 
year-old  premium  with  only  two  to  oppose  hun,  and  the 
judges  also  awarded  him  an  additional  prize  as  the  best  bull 
in  tiie  three  classes;  while  Heydon  Duke  was  the  champion 
yearling,  Bythis  being  disqualified  as  a  Royal  winner. 
Travelling,  however,  does  not  seem  to  agree  with  the  Duke, 
or  his  trainer  has  not  the  knack  of  keeping  him  in  con- 
dition like  Bythis.  The  Duke  of  Morton  is  a  lengthv 
animal, bought  at  Mr.  Hodgkinson's  sale;  Mr. Lynn's  bull 
calf  is  a  fiunons  one  that  would  hold  hb  own  anywhere, 
while  Mr.  Betts'  is  a  nice  one.  Lord  Aberdeen  a  pro- 
mising young  nobleman  with  good  hair,  and  the  Stan- 
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dard  Bearer  is  a  Tery  useful  animal.  The  Queen  of  Ro> 
salea,  with  her  grand  form,  has  winning  ways ;  for  she 
fixed  the  eye  of  the  judges  in  spite  of  Lady  Anne's  sweet 
head  and  kind  eye,  her  wonderful!  barrel  and  blooming 
looks — the  reserve  in  a  capital  class,  and  a  prize- 
taker  as  a  three-year-old  heifer,  having  had  a  calf  in  a 
very  good  lot.  Amongst  a  moderate  lot.  Magnolia,  a  first- 
prize  cow  at  Peterborough  and  a  perfect  specimen  of  a 
Shorthorn,  was  first  here  a  long  way.  Mr.  How  was 
again  to  the  fore  with  his  gem  the  beautiful  Windsor 
Butterfly,  Mr.  Searson's  second  having  a  good  frame  and 
quality,  while  the  judges  took  some  time  to  decide  be- 
tween Lord  Braybrooke's  Memory  and  Lady  Pigot's 
La  Belle.  The  Countess  of  Yarborough,  who  was  second 
at  Oxford,  was  the  best  yearling  heifer,  and  the  blood  red 
Vesper  Qneen,  with  her  taking  form  and  pretty  loin,  came 
in  for  a  second  instead  of  a  third  as  at  Oxford.  Then  it 
was  a  near  thing  between  Lady  Pigot's  Dame  Swift  and 
Mr.  Foljambe's  Consort,  both  excellent  animals.  The 
heifer  calves  under  one  were  a  very  pretty  lot, 
Meurdelis  being  better  in  her  frame  than  quality,  while 
the  second  was  a  very  nice  one,  but  sharp  in  her  hair,  and 
Prize  Rose,  a  first  at  Peterborough,  a  trifle  flat  in  her 
sides  but  with  grand  quarters.  There  was  a  very  smart 
red  ox,  but  the  judges  did  not  advise  his  being  sent  on  to 
Smithfield. 

In  a  good  show  of  sheep  Mr.  Borton  led  oflf  by  playing 
first  and  second  in  the  shearlings,  and  two  shear  rams  or 
older,  though  the  Oxford  shearUng  only  came  in  for  a  high 
commendation,  being,  as  they  said,  lame,  but  as  we  said 
quite  out  of  his  place  at  the  Royal  Show;  while  the  awards 
in  the  ewes  were  the  same  as  at  Oxford.  The  Lincoln 
shearling  rams  were  useful  sheep,  but  the  two-shear  were 
better,  thefirst  and  secondbeing  very  even.  The  three-shear 
were  an  average  class,  the  first  and  second  being  both  very 
good.  Still  the  Lincolns  were  strongest  in  the  ewes,  which 
were  capital,  and  the  shearling  gimmers  extraordinarily 
good ;  while  the  shearling  wethers  were  uneven,  and  the  ewe 
lambs  indifferent^  but  in  the  extra  stock  there  was  a 
five-shear  ewe  that  had  kept  her  wool  and  mutton  toge- 
ther wonderfuDy  well.  For  the  challenge  cup  and  fifteen 
guineas  the  two  sets  of  judges  (Lincoln  and  Leicester) 
stuck  to  their  sheep  like  Britishers  to  their  guns,  and 
there  being  three  on  each  side,  the  old  game  of  pull  devil 
pull  baker  was  tried ;  but  as  neither  party  proved  the 
stronger,  they  departed  without  giving  a  decision ;  though 
Mr.  Borton  wished  to  appoint  an  umpire,  or  have  the 
guineas  divided ;  but  Mr.  Torr  did  not  see  it.  The  show 
of  pigs  was  strong  in  the  white  breeds,  with  about  half-a- 
dozen  Berkshires  scattered  through  the  entry. 

JUDGES. 

Shorthorvs.— W.  Sanday,  Holme  Pierrepont,  Nottingham ; 
C.  Howard,  Biddenham,  Bedfi>rd;  G.  Drewiy,  Holker 
Grange,  Lancashire. 

Lbicsstxk  Shvsp  AifD  Pi08.— G.  Mann,  Scawsby,  Don- 
caster  ;  B.  Woods,  Osberton  Grange,  Worksop ;  J.  Spencer, 
Snareston  Lodge,  Ashby-de-la-Zouch. 

LoivGWOOL  Shxef.  —  W.  Chatterton,  Tathwell  Cottage, 
Louth;  J.  O.  Daintree, The  Grange,  Lolworth,  Hunting- 
don ;  J.  L.  Needham,  Huttoft  Grange,  Alford. 

HoRSXS.— Hunters :  J.  £.  Bennett,  Husband's  Bosworth 
Grange,  Rugby ;  T.  Kllerby,  Whitwell,  York ;  H.  Thumall, 
Royston.  Hunters  and  Roadsters:  C.  Wood,  South  Dalton, 
Beverley ;  H.  Beevor,  Blvthe,  Worksop ;  S.  Robson,  Loath. 
Agricoltnral hones:  J.  B.  Watts,  Melcombe  Horsey,  Dor- 
chester; J.  Rowland,  Eastville,  Boston ;  S.  Smeeton,  Kirton, 
Boston. 

Wool.— G.  E.  Tbwnend,  Bradford. 

Poultry.— W.  B.  Tegetmeicr,  London. 

CATTLE. 

SHORTHORMS. 

Best  bulL— Champion  prize   of  £30,  C.  W.  Brierlcy, 


Rhodes  Hoase,  Middieton,  Manchester.    Highly  eommeiided : 
The  Marquis  of  Exeter,  Burghlcy  Park,  Stamford. 

Bull,  three  years  old  or  upwards.— First  pri«,  £15,  Mom. 
Dudding,  Panton,  Wragby ;  second  of  £3,  T.  Stattcr.  jqil, 
SUnd  Hall,  Whiteficld,  Manchester. 

Two-year-old  boll.— lilrst  prise,  £16,  the  Marquis  of 
Exeter ;  second  of  £7.  Earl  Brownlow,  Beltoo  Park. 

Yearling  bull.— First  prize,  £15,  Lord  Brajbrooke,  Saffnw 
Waldeu ;  second  of  £7,  W.  W.  Slye,  Beaumoat  GnBK, 
Lancaster ;  third  of  £3,  P.  Brown,  Glentworth  U^U,  Lincaia. 
Commended :  Messrs.  Dadding. 
Best  bull.— Additional  prize  of  £15,  the  Marqnii  of  Eider. 
BuU  calf  under  a  year  old.— First  priie,  £10.  J.  LyM, 
Stroxton;  second  of  £7,  W.  Bett,  Benniworth,  Wmgby; 
third  of  £3,  R.  Wood,  Clapton. 

Ball,  above  one  and  not  exceeding  four  years  old,  which  hu 
served  cows  daring  the  present  year,  or  the  owner  of  which 
will  undertake  that  he  shall  serve  cows  in  Lincolnihire  dniing 
the  next  year  at  a  charge  of  not  exceeding  £1  Is.  each.— Krrt 
prize,  £20,  P.  Brown,  Olentwoith  Hall,  Lincok ;  second  of 
£10,  Earl  Brownlow ;  third  of  £6,  Messrs.  Dadding. 

Bull  of  any  age.— The  challenge  cap,%alae  20  gniness,  W. 
C.  Brierley. 

Cow  or  heifer,  in  milk  or  in  calf.— The  champion  pnw  of 
£26,  Lady  Pigot,  Branches  Park. 

Cow,  more  than  (bur  years  old,  having  produced  a  calf  withia 
nine  months  of  the  time  of  showing. — ^First  prize,  £20,  R. 
Searson,  Cranmore  Lodge,  Market  Deeping ;  second  of  HO, 
Messrs.  Dudding. 

Owner  and  breeder  of  the  Shorthorn  cow,  not  exceeding  fotr 
years  old,  which  shall  exhibit  the  greatest  dairy  nropertiei, 
with  aptitude  to  fatten. — Silver  cup,  value  £10,  J.  Lynn. 

Three-year-old  heifer,  having  produced  a  calt.— Firit  pritt, 
£10,  J.  How,  Bronghton,  Huntingdon ;  second  of  £5,  ft. 
Searson.  Highly  commended :  R.  Searson.  Commeaded:  J. 
Lynn. 

Two-year-old  heifer.— First  prize,  £10,  J.  How;  second  of 
£7,  R.  Searson;  third  of  £3,  Lady  Pieot  Highly  coo- 
mended:  Lord  Braybrooke,  Saffron  Walden.  Commcoded: 
W.  Bradbum,  Wednesfteld.  Wolverhampton. 

One-year-old  heifer.— First  prize,  £i0,  Messrs.  Dadding; 
second  of  £7,  J.  How;  third  of  £3,  F.  J.  S.  Foljinbe, 
Osberton  Hall,  Worksop.  Highly  commended :  Udy  Pi«o^ 
She  calf,  under  one  year  old.— First  prize,  £7,  F.J-S. 
Foljambe ;  second  of  £4,  E.  Paddison,  Ingleby,  Lincoln ;  third 
of  £2,  J.  Lynn.  Commended:  Lady  Pigot  and  Mears. 
Dadding. 

Pair  of  buUocks.— A  piece  of  plate  or  £10,  Colonel  Rewe. 
Lo&denham,  Grantham.    Second  prize  not  awarded. 

Milch  cow,  having  produced  a  calf,  the  property  of  a  cot- 
tager.—First  prize,  £6,  J.  Nix,  Ropsley,  Grantham ;  Mcosd  of 
£2,G.  Watkin,  Lenton. 

Heifer,  under  two  years  old,  bred  by  and  the  property  of  IM 
exhibitor,  as  in  previous  class.— Prize,  £6,  G.  Brumby,  HenB- 
well,  Kirton  Lindsey. 

SHEEP. 
LSicssTzaa. 
Shearling  ram.— Pirst  prize,  £10,  to  J.  Borton,  of  Btfton 
House,  Midton;  second  of  £5,  J.  Borton.    Commended,  J. 
Borton. 

Two-shear  or  older  ram.— First  prize,  £10,  J.  Borton ;  «- 

oond  of  £6,  J.  Borton.    Highly  oommendad,  G.  Toniflr.jiim 

Alexton  Hall,  Uppingham.  m  -a  xi  t 

Pen  of  five  ewes  or  gimmers.— First  prize,  £10,  T.  H.  Hb- 

cliinson,  Manor  House,  Catterick ;  second  of  £5,  J*  Bortos. 

OTHIK  LOirO-WOOLS.  „    .. 

ShearUng  ran.— First  prize,  £16,  R.  Wright,  NoctonHesg. 
Sleaford;  second  of  £10,  R.  Wright;  third  of  «,  J-  J- 
Casswell,  Laughton,  Falkingham.  Highly  comnoided,  & 
Wright ;  commended,  R.  Wnght  and  F.  Sardeson,  Cisaweu, 
Sleslord.  • 

Two-shear  ram.— First  prin.  £10,  Messrs.  Dnddios ;  isocw 
of  £6,  Messrs.  Dudding.  Highly  commended,  J.  ojm 
Kirkby  Green,  Sleaford.  ^^ 

Three-shear  or  older  ram.— First  prize,  £10,  Mean,  la- 
ding;  second  of  £6,  T.  Cartwright,  Dunstan  Pillar,  Uw»»- 
Highly  commended,  R.  Wright.  .  .  .^  j  w. 

Pen  of  6  ewes.— First  pm^  £10,  C.  Oarke,  AiU»y«* 
Launde,  Sleaford ;  seoond  of  £5,  C.  Clarke* 
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Fbb  of  5  ewm,  the  propertj  of  an  oocuuier  of  not  more 
thu  200  Mm.— Fireijpnia,  £7,  R.  Tojobee,  Bracebridg«, 
Jineoln ;  woond  of  3,  W.  Roe,  North  Searle,  Nevark. 

Pea  of  6  thearling  gimmen.— First  prize,  £10,  T.  Cart- 
wright, ;  aeeond  of  £5,  J.  Byron. 

m  of  6  ihearUng  gimmerB,  the  property  of  an  ooenpier  of 
not  more  than  300  acret.-~Prize  of  £7,  R.  Toynbee. 

?9tL  of  6  ahearlin|(  wethers. — First  prize,  £10,  J.  Byron ; 
seeoad  of  5  gs.,  C.  Lister,  Coleby. 

For  the  best  pen  of  ten  she  hrnibs-^First  prize,  £6,  C. 
Clarke;  seoond  of  £2,  R.  N.  Morley,  Leadenham,  Grantham. 

Extra  Stock.^Prise  of  £1 ,  J.  Byron  (Two-shear  wether) ; 
prixe  of  £1,  -  Sardeson  (Pen  of  3  ewes). 

HORSES. 

Ttiorouhbred  stallion  for  hunters. — ^First  prize,  £20,  II. 
Chtplin,  M.P.,  Blankney  Hall,  Lincoln  (Hermit) ;  second  of 
£10,  Lord  Glasgow's  executors  (Rapid  Rhone). 

Best  mare  for  breeding  hunters,  with  foal  at  foot  or  having 
ben  lerred  in  the  season  of  1870.— First  prize,  £16,  G.  H. 
SuidsT,  Holme  Pierrepont,  Nottingham ;  second  of  £7}  W. 
Tindall,  Aahfield  House,  Lincoln ;  third  of  £3,  H.  Chaplin, 
M.P.   Commended :  R.  Graves,  jun.,  Linwood. 

UoBting  nlding  or  mare  of  fiTe,  six,  or  seven  years  old. — 
Fintprize,£20,  J.  B.  Booth,  Killerby,  Catterick ;  second  of 
£lO,£.Paddison. 

flsntio^  gelding  or  mare  five  years  old,  pedigree  taken  into 
eottiideration.— First  prize,  £10..  J.  Bemrose,  Caythorpe, 
GnnUuun. 

Geldingor  mue,  four  years  old,  calculated  to  make  a 
haAter.--FirBt  prize,  £16,  £.  Paddison  ;  seoond  of  £10,  T.H. 
D.  Bayly.  Biggleswade.  Highly  commended:  W.  H.  Clark, 
Hook.  Commended :  T.  H.  D.  Bayly,  T.  C^ts,  jun.,  Melton 
Mowbray;  and  S.M.Welfttt. 

Honter,  four  yean  old  or  upwards,  up  to  14  stone.— Prize 
£10,S.J.Welftt. 

Honter,  four  years  old  or  upwards^p  to  carrying  12  but 
Botvp  to  H  stone. — ^First  prize,  £10,  W.  Godson. 'Normanby- 
by-Stow.    Commended :  Lord  kesteven,  Casewick. 

Himtin^  gelding  or  filly,  three  years  old,  by  a  thoroughbred 
hone.— First  prize,  a  whip  value  £6  and  £20,  R.  G.  F. 
Howard,  Temple  Bnier,  Lbooln ;  second  of  £10,  M.  Wilson. 
CoDmended :  Captain  W.  Singleton. 

Hontiog  oolt,  two  years  old.— Prize,  £6,  F.  Frudd,  Dor- 
risfftoB.   The  daaa  highly  commended. 

HaatiBg  eolt,  two  years  oldw— First  prize,  lOgs.,  F.  Frudd, 
tMODdof£5,R.  Johnson,  Westborough.     The  class  highly 


Honting  oolt^  one  year  old.— Firrt  prize,  £10,  C.  Clark, 
Aihby^e.la-Launde;  seoond  of  £6,  F.  W.  AHh,  WiUoughby 
HaU,  Grantham.  Commended :  J.  P.  OHver,  Walcott,  and  G. 
Castes,  Great  Coates. 

Hontm^  fiUy,  two  years  old.— First  prize,  £10,  J.  T.  Ptiw- 
lett,  Bi]^pinga]e ;  second  of  £5,  G.  HiU,  £denham. 

Hmitmg  foal  bj  a  thoroughbred  horse.— First  prize,  £20, 
W.  H.  Oark.  Howden ;  second  of  £6.  T.  Wheatley,  AshfieU 
Hoose,  linooln.    Commended :  G.  Willows,  SwaUow,  Caistor. 

Foal  by  Nottingham.- A  cup  value  £20,  G.  WUlows. 

Adding  or  mare,  the  cleverest  jumper. — ^First  prize,  £10, 
J.  Qieoiham,  Blankney ;  seeond  of  £6,  F.  Frudd. 

Stallion  for  roadsters.— First  prize,  £10,  B.  MitcheU,  Crowle 
Hall,  Downham  Market  ^reaway) ;  second  of  I^  T.  Upton, 
Weit  Walton,  Wisbech  (Young  (}nickBilver).  Highly  com- 
Mded:  B.  Balderston.  Mount  Pleasant,  Boston  (Norfolk 
Hero),  and  Bd.  Mflward,  Thuigaiton  Priory,  Southwell  (Don 
urios). 

^bn  for  breeding  roadsters,  with  foal  at  foot,  or  having 
m  lerfed  in  the  season  of  1870.— First  jprize,  £7.  S. 
viWn,  Barton-on-Humber;  seoond  of  £8,  J.  H.  Phillips, 

AOWltOB. 

.^.Wse  whose  action  in  hameu  is  best,  special  eon- 
^vntion  being  given  to  pace.  — First  prize,  £10,  Rev. 
W.S.  White,  Potterhanwortli;  seoond  of  £6,  P.  Honsby, 
Ura&Uiam. 

Woxht-carrying  cob,  not  exceeding  eight  years  dd,  and  not 
■Bder  m  hands  nor  above  16  hands  in  height.— First  prize, 
£1^,  J.  Homsby,  Grantham ;  seoond  of  £6,  Wm.  £.  Chapman, 
florbhjg,FslkSigham. 

Haeta^  not  uider  14  hands  nor  above  16.1  in  height.— 
^^  tt,  J.  Hornby,  Oiantham. 


purposes.- 
ford :  £3 


Pony  above  13  and  not  exceeding  14>  hands  in  height.— 
First  prize,  10  gs.,  R.  liilward;  second  of  £5,  J.  Martb, 
Wainfieet,  Boston. 

Pony  under  13  hands  in  height. — ^Prize,  £6,  J.  Katon, 
FamsfleU,  SouthweU. 

StaUion  for  draught  horses.  —  First  prize,  £20,  Wm. 
Welcher,  Mouse  Hall,  Toils,  Brandon  (Honest  Tom) ;  second 
of  £10, 1.  Wilson.  Saxilby,  Linooln  (Young  Champion).  Com- 
mended: B.  Balderston,  Mount  Pleasant,  Sibsey,  Boston 
(Wiltshire  Champion). 

StaUion  for  draught  horses  two  years  old. — Prize,  £10,  C. 
Sharpley,  Kelstem,  Louth  (Le  Bon). 

Mare  for  breeding  draught  horses,  with  foal  at  foot,  &c. — 
First  pri^e,  £10,  R.  AUett,  Little  Hale  Fen,  Sleaford ;  second 
of  £6,  A.  Jackson,  Bicker  Bar,  Spalding ;  third  of  £3,  F.  and 
W.  Ringrose,  Langford  Moor,  Newark.  Commended:  R. 
AUett. 

Cart  fiUj,  three  years  old. — Prize,  £6,  C.  Lister,  Coleby 
Lodge,  Lincoln.  Commended:  Robt.  Wyles,  Little  Ponton, 
Grantham. 

Cart  filly,  two  years  old.— Prize,  £6,  R.  Hopper,  North 
Bank,  Whittlesey.  Commended:  J.  Hubbard,  Ewerby, 
Sleaford. 

Cart  filly,  one  year  old.— Prize,  £6,  C.  M.  Ward,  Washing, 
borough,  Idncoln. 

Cart  colt  foal.- Prize,  £3,  —  BirkiU,  of  West  Ashby, 
Homcastle. 

Cart  filly  foal— Prize,  £3,  J.  (}hatterton,  Hagworthingham, 
Spilsby. 

Pair  of  draught  horses,  geldings  or  mares,  under  8  years  old. 
— Prize,  10  ^.,  G.  Woolhouse,  Nocton  Grange,  Lincoln. 
Team  of  either  three  or  four  horses  suitable  for  agricultural 
OSes.— Prize,  £16,  Wm.  Pilkington,  BraunceweU,  Slea- 
:  £3  to  driver. 

PIGS. 

Boar  of  the  large  breed,  not  less  than  12  months  old.— 
lirst  prize,  £10,  Sir  T.  Whicheote,  Bart.,  Aswarby  Park, 
Sleaford  -,  seoond  of  £6,  Messrs.  Dnckeriug,  Northorne. 

Boar  of  large  breed,  not  exceeding  12  months  old. — ^First 
prize,  £6,  Mnsrs.  Duokerbg ;  second  of  £2,  Messrs.  Duck- 
ering. 

Boar  of  the  smaU  breed,  not  less  than  12  months  old.— 
First  prize,  £10,  G.  P.  Wataon,  Londonthorpe,  Grantham ; 
second  of  £6.  Wm.  Hatton,  Addingham,  Leeds. 

Boar  of  the  smaU  breed,  not  exceeding  12  months  old. — 
First  nrize,  £6,  W.  Hatton ;  seoond  of  £2,  J.  Lynn,  Stroxton. 
Berlcshire  boar. — ^Prize,  £6,  Messrs.  Ducketing. 
Sow  of  the  larae  breed.^F!rst  prize,  £6,  to  Messrs.  Duck- 
ering ;  second  oi  £3,  W.  Hatton. 

Sow  of  the  smaU  breed.— First  prize,  £6,  W.  Hatton ;  se- 
cond of  £3,  W.  Hatton. 

Berkshire  sow.  —  Prize,  £6,  W.  Richardson,  Ashby 
Pnerorum,  Homcastle. 

Three  breeding  pigs  of  the  same  Utter,  large  breed,  not  ex- 
ceeding 6  months  old.— Prize,  £6,  Wm.  Goose,  Frampton, 
Boston. 

Three  pigf  of  the  smaU  breed.— Prize,  £6,  to  G.  P. 
Wataon. 

WOOL^  SEEDS,  AND  ROOTS. 
Three  fleeces  of  hogg  wool.— First  prize,  £3,  B.  Wright, 
Noeton  Heath ;  second  of  £2,  R.  Wright. 
Three  fleeces  of  ewe  or  or  wether  wool.— No  entry. 
CoUeetion  of  seeds  and  roots.— Prize,  £16,  to  James  Garter 
and  Co.,  Holbom,  London. 

IMrLEMBNTS. 

JtTDOis,— J.  Hieken,  Dunehurch. 
J.  Coleman,  Eserick. 
l£ijor  Grantham,  Spilsby. 
The  best  stand  of  agrienltaral  implements  exhibited  by  t 
and  Son,  Grantham;  seeond 


'First  price,  £10,  Homslnr  m 
of  £6,  RanaomeS|  Sims,  and  Head,  Ipswich. 

The  best  stand  of  agricultural  implements  exhibited  by  an 
agent.— First  priz&  £10,  Amies,  Barford,  and  Co.,  Peter- 
borough ;  second  of  £6,  S.  WiUiams,  Sleaford. 

R.  Mason  and  Sons,  Alford,  £1  for  sack  lifting  and  weigh- 
ingmachine  combined. 

Hayes  and  Son,  Stamford  and  Peterborough,  £2  for  carts. 

George  Cheavin,  Boston,  £1  for  water  filter. 

Penney  and  Co.,  lineob,  £1  for  patent  com  screen. 
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Yioken,  Snowden,  and  lionii,  £2  for  double  farrow  plough, 
honeboe,  and  drill. 

William  Barton,  Boston,  £1  for  cooking  atove. 

J.  Williama,  Slnford,  £1  lOs.  for  milk  prosenring  reaaeland 
achnm. 

J.  Barlov,  Kirkby  Laythorpe,  £1  for  wood  plough  with 
bean  miU. 

Amiet,  Barford,  and  Co.,  Feterboroogh,  £1  for  horae  rake, 
£2  for  elevator,  £2  for  grinding  mill  and  dressing  machine, 
and  10s.  for  iron  lamb  hurdle. 

T.  Wataon,  Scopwiek,  £1  for  gearing  for  four  horMS. 

B.  S.  Baker,  Lynn,  10s.  for  horse  rake. 

J.  Lingard,  Caythorpe,  lOs.  for  cart  and  waggon. 

J.  Cooke  and  Co.,  Lincoln,  £2  for  ploughs  and  waggon. 

Isaac  Spright,  Brigg,  £1  for  horse  noe. 

J.  Coultas,  Spittlegate,  Grantham,  £2  for  drills  and  horae 
hoe. 

William  Ashton,  Homcastle,  £2  for  drags,  cnltiTators,  and 
jacks. 

Aahby,  Jeffery,  and  Luke,  Stamford,  £1  for  horse  rake  and 
chaff  cutter. 

B.  Medlay,  North  Banceby,  £1  for  a  cart. 

W.  and  f .  Walker,  Lithby,  near  Bingham,  NotU,  £1  for 
two  drills. 

T.  Allooek,  Batdiffe,  Notts,  £1  for  chaff  cotter. 

William  Watkinsou,  Louth,  £1  for  liquid  manure  drill,  and 
£1  for  brick  and  tile  making  machine. 

W.  B.  Harris,  Sleaford,  £1  for  waggons,  and  £1  for  hay- 


T.  Ashley,  Lonth,  priie  for  steam  enltirating  tackle. 

Homaby  and  Sona,  Grantham,  £2  for  turnip  cutters,  £2  for 
root  pulpers,  £2  for  drills  and  ploughs,  and  £1  for  knife  grind* 
ingmacnine. 

£.  Tong,  Lincoln,  £2  for  driUs. 

George  Bobinson,  Sntterton,  Fen,  £1  for  waggon. 

William  Ball,  Bothwell,  Kettering,  £2  for  waggon,  £2  for 
cart,  and  £1  for  ploughs. 

THE  DINNEB 
took  place  on  the  Thursday,  Mr.  W.  £.  Welby,  M.P.,  in  the 
chair. 

The  Hon.  A.  L.  Mxlyille  said :  When  at  a  fable  tT  koU 
in  Paris,  where  one  sits  down  next  to  the  last  comer,  it  hap- 
pened that  he  got  next  to  American,  and  as  he  always  took  the 
opportuni^  ox  talking  to  any  one  he  sat  near,  whether  at  a 
dinner  table  or  in  a  railway  carriage,  he  fell  into  conversation 
with  his  neighbour,  who  told  him  ne  came  from  the  United 
States,  and  tSter  having  gone  through  England  and  other 
countries,  had  at  last  got  to  Paris.  He  had  seen  a  ^reat  deal, 
but  he  haid  not  seen  the  thing  he  came  to  see,  something  he  had 
been  told  of  but  could  not  beliove,  '*that  one  man  had  put  his 
money  in  another  man's  land."  WS  (Mr.  Melville)  replied 
that  the  English  tenant-fermers  did  that  to  their  great  intwest, 
and  he  invited  him  to  come  and  see  his  farm  at  lAnooln,  when 
he  would  soon  show  him  that  such  really  was  the  case.  His 
new  friend  came  in  about  three  weeks  "  to  see  one  man  put 
his  money  in  another  man's  land."  He  took  him  to  Mr. 
Donghty's,  who  was  well-known,  and  who  showed  him  his 
books  and  bills  for  £600,  £800,  or  £1,200  paid  by  tenant- 
farmers.  He  was  still  not  satisfied,  however,  ana  in  going  past 
Canwick  they  saw  a  man  drilling  on  land  occupied  by  a  tenant- 


fermer,  Mr.  Tong.  It  wai  Cokmel  Sn>thoip*s  land,  tail  ^ 
stranger  was  convinced,  but  was  surprised  to  see  Mr.Toog 
putting  seed  into  Colonel  Sibthorp's  land.  In  Aaurica,he 
said,  they  put  it  into  their  own  lana ;  if  they  had  got  no  Isad 
they  bought  some ;  and  if  they  had  no  money  to  buy  land  vith 
thev  put  their  horses  in  the  carts  and  went  West,  whers  thcj 
conid  ^t  land  at  half-»4:n>wn  an  acre,  but  they  acrer  pat 
money  m  other  men's  land. 

Lord  KsanvEN  aaid  he  was  at  the  Oxford  show  the  vbole 
of  the  week,  but  there  he  did  not  see  anything  like  the  displij 
in  one  department.  They  had  not  half  so  good  hcnsi  ss  Uwy 
had  here,  and  they  did  not  ride  them  half  so  welL  Thu  lis- 
colnshire  was  proud  both  of  its  horses  and  riden.  In  aaoUier 
field  also  they  had  a  competition  as  to  who  should  be  fust  in 
huntiuff.  At  the  Oxford  meeting  a  priae  vras  given  for  the 
best  cultivated  fimn ;  there  were  21  competitors,  and  the  priie 
was  won  by  a  lady,  a  native  of  Lincolnabire. 

The  Chairhait  said  those  who  have  managed  this  show 
have  kept  one  olnect  in  view,  namely,  the  promotion  of  the 
science  of  agriculture  and  the  welfare  of  all  classes  conneeted 
with  it.  With  that  view  we,  almost  alone  of  all  such  societia, 
allot  fiinds  to  honest  and  intelligent  labour,  and  also  devote  i 
portion  of  our  income  to  giving  to  masters  the  beneftt  of 
chemical  analysis,  the  same  as  is  done  at  the  Boyal  and  other 
similar  societies.  With  the  same  object  in  view,  we  not  onlj 
attempt  to  make  the  ahow  as  attractive  aa  we  can,  but  ss  fiir 
u  possible  to  carrr  its  operations  into  every  corner  of  the 
county.  I  would  add  that  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  we  have 
not  to-day — as  we  had  last  yeai^-met  in  a  large  centre  of 
the  county  like  the  city  of  Lincob.  I  believe,  u  for  ss  the 
excellence  of  the  show  is  concerned,  we  can  challenge  com- 
paiison  with  last  year ;  but  I  confess  my  misgivings,  aotrith- 
standing  the  msnner  in  which  this  tent  is  filled  and  the  eom- 
pany  present  to-day,  as  to  whether,  in  a  financial  point  of 
view,  the  fnnda  of  the  Society  will  not  be  severely  trenched 
on.  I  say  this  because  I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  the 
Society  cannot  be  kept  up  without  the  cordial  support  of  the 
whole  county.  Next  year  the  meeting  will  be  heU  at  Brigg 
—I  have  reason  to  hope  it  will  be  aa  successful  u  this  jcar; 
the  year  after  it  remains  to  be  decided  where  the  meetiBg 
shall  be  held. 

Mr.  Chables  Bramlit  aaid  Mr.  Melville  had  remirked 
that  the  tenant  formers  put  their  money  in  the  land,  bat  whr 
did  they  do  itP  because  they  were  encouraged  by  the  landlora. 
If  that  was  not  the  case,  he  did  not  believe  there  wu  a  teout 
farmer  in  Lincobshire  wbo  would  put  his  hand  so  readily  in 
his  pocket. 

Mr.  ToBB  said  Ubour  wu  the  true  source  of  weslth,ti 
without  good  labourers  the  efforts  of  the  farmer  were  nullilied. 
and  that  without  sood  labourera  and  a  good  landlord  he  voold 
advise  no  one  to  be  a  former.  Believing  as  he  did  that  ill 
present  appreciated  the  ralue  of  good  labourers,  he  felt  tare 
that  with  good  landlords  and  good  labourers  no  lesses  ven 
required.  At  this  meeting  there  had  been  seen  one  of  the 
ibest  exhibitions  of  steam  engines  ever  brought  toffetber. 
Theoe  Kere  economizers  of  labour:  they  were  intended  to 
husband,  not  to  supplant  labour,  and  he  believed  that  no  lin* 
colnshire  labourers  would  think  of  injuring  reining  or  aowiog 
machinery.  He  believed  the  summer  management  of  sheep 
in  a  large  jportion  of  Oxfordshire  was  for  superior  to  that  of 
Lincolnahire. 


HIGHLAND  AND  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY  OP  SCOTLAND. 

MEETING  AT  DUMFBIES. 


The  judges  of  stock  commenced  their  duties  on  Tneaday. 
The  entriea  are  Galloways,  64;  PoUed  Angus,  46; 
Shorthoma,  61 ;  Ayrshire,  154 ;  Highland,  20 ;  fat 
stock,  &c.,  29— in  all,  874.  Horses  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses, 120;  extra  sections,  61— in  all,  171.  Sheep: 
Chevioto,  91;  bkckfaced,  59;  Border  Leicester,  69; 
Leicester,  17;  Long-woolled,  19;  Southdowns,  12; 
Short-woolled,  40 ;  extra,  16— in  all,  822.  Piga,  89 ; 
poultry,  184;  dairy  produce,  180;  implements,  1,876. 


The  total  nnmber  of  mtriea  is  the  third  highest  erff 
witnessed  under  the  anspieea  of  the  Society— 4he  tiro 
highest  being  in  Edinburgh  laat  year,  and  Glasgow  la 
1859. 

The  exhibition  of  Galloways,  aa  it  invariably  i«  m  »« 
south  of  Scotland,  was  laiigc  and  good.  After  long 
deliberation  on  the  part  of  the  judges,  Squire  I^ 
shown  from  Knella,  CarlialA,  and  bnd  by  Mr.  Giahtfi. 
PareeUtowD,  WM  set  aside  to  head  the  lilt.   To^m 
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time  jmn  oldfhlB  is  really  anre  bull.  He  carried  off, 
beddea  niimeroiu  loeal  premiamt,  the  first  at  Aberdeen 
HigUand  Society's  show  in  1868,  and  the  second  at 
Edinbargh  last  year.  He  has  splencUd  long  quarters,  with 
good  back  and  rib,  and  shows  great  weight  for  his  age. 
The  second,  bred  by  the  late  Idx.  Graham,  Braidlee,  is 
only  three  years  old,  bnt  he  had  little  chance  with  the  one 
placed  before  him.  While  the  Galloway  bulls  were  de- 
cidedly a  good  show,  the  cows  and  heifers  were  even 
more  nomerons,  and,  if  possible,  of  finer  quality.  Besides 
three  champion  cows  of  previous  shows  entered  for  gold 
medals,  there  were  fifteen  cows  stalled,  the  migority  of 
them  good  animals.  This  class  occupied  the  judges  a 
long  time.  The  place  of  honour  was  latterly  given  to  a 
three-jear-old  cow  shown  by  Mr.  Cunningham,  and  also 
bred  by  Mr.  Graham,  Parcelstown.  She  was  second  as  a 
two-jear-old  heifer  at  Edinburgh  last  year,  and  has  reached 
the  top  of  the  tree,  so  to  speak,  very  early.  In  addition 
to  baring  even  quarters,  so  characteristic  of  the  breed, 
llieresa  H  presents  a  sweetness  and  feminine  appear- 
ance generally  which  the  jndges  could  not  get  over. 
The  second  is  seven  years  old,  and  was  bred  at 
Brandedleys,  Dumfiries.  She  is,  of  course,  folly  hearier 
than  the  young  cow  by  which  she  was  beaten,  but  is  not 
10  fine. 

The  entries  of  Polled  Angus  have  been  more  nu- 
meroDS  at  former  exhibitions  of  the  Society;  but  not- 
withstanding the  entire  absence  of  Tillyfour  cattle,  the 
quality  haa  never  been  surpassed,  if  indeed  it  ever  has 
been  equalled.  To  award  the  premiums  in  the  aged-bull 
dais  took  the  judges  nearly  throe-quarters  of  an  hour,  so 
dose  and  keen  was  the  competition.  The  choice  of  the 
jndges  ultimately  feU  on  Falmerston,  four  years  old, 
ahown  and  bred  by  Mr.  Walker,  Portlethen,  Aberdeen. 
He  is  very  evenly  fleshed.  Urge,  and  well  fed,  with  good 
points— beautiful  head,  shoulder,  aud  neck.  He  took 
the  third  prize  aft*  two-year-old  at  the  Highland  Society's 
ahow  at  Aberdem,  as  also  the  first  and  silver  medal  at 
Stonehaven  last  year.  The  famous  three-year-old  bull 
March,  from  Westertown,  Fochabers,  Morayshire,  bred 
by  Mr.  Brown^  ran  so  close  for  the  palm  that  many 
people  looking  on  thought  he  would  have  once  more  come 
ia  the  victor.  When  this  fine  bull  first  came  before  the 
pablic  at  Aberdeen  in  1868,  he  obtained  the  highest 
honours  the  Highland  Society  could  then  bestow,  and 
golden  opinions  were  early  formed  as  to  his  future  career. 
Picevions  antieipations  were  fully  realised  when  he  beat  all 
comers  at  Muichestor  last  year.  From  some  mysterious 
cause,  however,  though  he  came  direct  to  Edinbur^  last 
year,  under  the  highest  honours  obtainable  from  the  Royal 
Society  of  England  show,  the  Highland  Society  judges  of 
1869  left  him  ont  in  the  cold.  This  year  March  was  in 
the  eyes  of  the  judges  and  many  others  within  a  hair's 
breadth  of  ahntting  the  door  in  his  fiice  for  future  compe- 
tition at  the  National  Societv's  exhibitions,  by  taking  the 
ehief  prise  from  the  aged  bulls,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the 
yoon^.  Sir  George  Macpherson  Grant  has  the  honour 
of  breeding  the  two  foremost  bulls  among  the  two-year- 
olds. 

As  was  to  have  been  expected  f^m  the  locality,  the 
ihow  of  Shorthorns  was  somewhat  under  what  it  is  at 
the  Society's  exhibitions  held  where  this  popular  breed 
predominates  to  a  greater  extent  tlum  it  does  in  Dumfries 
and  neighbouring  counties.  These  remarks,  however, 
apply  more  to  numbers  than  to  the  quality  of  the  animals 
eatoed.  The  judging  of  the  six  classes  of  this  breed 
occopied  about  four  hours— a  fkct  which  speaks  loudly 
for  the  quality  and  equality  of  the  varioos  lots.  The 
oldest  bull  in  the  yard  was  assigned  the  first  prise  among 
the  aged  bulls.  He  is  over  seven  years,  aud  is  well 
Known  in  the  principal  showyards  in  England,  his  more 
lecent  honours  in  which  were  the  second  prize  at  Oxford 


last  week,  and  a  similar  place  at  Manchester  in  1869. 
This  is  Edgar.  It  was  early  evident  that  the  three- 
year-old  buU  Baronet,  from  Bumside,  Fochabers,  bred 
by  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch,  after  .Royal  Errant^  was  to 
come  close  on  the  old  bull.  Many  people  did  not  hesitate 
to  give  it  as  their  decided  opinion  that  Baronet 
shoud  have  been  first,  and  thus  repeat  his  success  of  last 
year  at  Edinburgh,  Aberdeen,  Banff,  Huntly,  and  Elgin. 
A  good  deal  of  surprise  was  occasioned  by  the  defeat  of 
the  three-year-old  white  bull  from  Little  Haddo,  Aber- 
deenshire, with  which  Dr.  William  Cochrane  carried  the 
challenge  cup  at  Aberdeen  last  week,  and  that  was  expected 
by  many  good  judges  to  go  far  up  in  the  list  at  Dumfries. 
Coming  to  the  two-year-olds,  we  meet  the  observed  of  all 
observers  in  the  now  renowned  boll  Scotsman,  from 
Newton  of  Struthers,  Morayshire,  which  attracted  so  much 
notice  at  Oxford.  Yearling  bulls  are  not  good  as  a  class, 
though  there  are  a  few  good  beasts.  The  first  prize 
animal  is  from  the  herd  of  Mr.  Torr,  Lincolnshire.  He 
has  in  every  sense  of  the  term  an  u^y  head,  and  he  is 
not  so  broad  and  full  behind  as  could  be  desired  in  a  first 
prize  beast.  Good  blood,  however,  is  evident  in  his 
veins,  while  he  is  beautifuUy  skinned  and  true  round  the 
heart,  rib,  back,  and  shoulder.  The  second  bull  is  more 
massive,  and  was  by  not  a  few  thought  the  more  deserving 
animal  of  the  two.  He  was  bred  by  Mr.  Lamb,  Cum- 
berland, and  had  for  grandsire  the  first  prize  buU 
Edgar.  Last  year  there  were  only  four  cows  of  the 
Shorthorn  breed  exhibited,  and  'this  year  there  are  four 
times  as  many.  The  first  prize  cow  is  four  yesrs  old,  and 
was  bred  by  Mr.  Torr,  Lincolnshire.  She  carried  the 
first  prize  as  a  two-vear-old  at  Lincoln,  and  has  a  good 
level  oack  and  loin,  but  is  rather  inclined  to  patchiness  at 
the  rump.  The  second  was  bred  by  Mr.  Lawson,  Dar- 
lington, and  handles  quite  as  well  as  the  first.  The  third 
was  third  last  year  at  the  Highland  Society's  show.  The 
first  prize  two-year-old  heifer  was  bred  by  the  exhibitor. 
Mr.  Scott,  Manbeen,  Elgin,  and  carried  the  first  prize  as 
a  calf  at  the  Aberdeen  show  of  this  Society  in  1868,  aud 
the  third  as  a  yearling  kst  year.  She  shows  her  points 
to  fine  advantage,  as  does  also  the  second,  which  was 
bred  at  Keavil,  and  got  second  honours  last  year,  beating 
then  the  first  of  to-dav.  Both  are  light  roans,  and 
handle  almost  alike  indifierentl^ ;  otherwise  they  are 
good ;  but  their  skins  are  very  thick,  especially  that  of  the 
second.  The  third  vou  bred  and  shown  by  the  Duke  of 
Buccleuch. 

Seldom  has  there  been  seen  a  finer  show  of  Ayrshfre 
stock,  and  the  judges  had  great  difficulty  in  arriving  at 
conclusions  in  almost  every  one  of  the  classes.  Indeed, 
it  was  oonfBssed  by  all  the  judges  that  they  had  never  seen 
such  a  remarkably  good  lot  of  young  Ayrshires.  Of  the 
forty  who  were  bronght  out  into  the  ring,  that  shown  by 
Mr.  James  Brown,  Cartlebum,  Kilwinning,  was  judged 
most  worthy  of  the  first  prize.  Topsy  was  first  at 
Ayr  in  her  class,  and  received  the  premium  as  the  hugest 
and  best  quey  in  the  yard.  She  has  a  wide  forehead,  mel- 
low eye,  fashionable  horn,  sood  rib,  and  is  broad  across 
the  torr  bones.  A  brown  heifer  shown  by  Mr.  J.  Car- 
nithers,  Lockerbie,  was  placed  second.  She  is  a  magnifi- 
cent animal  all  over  the  fore-end,  but  rather  deficient 
behind.  The  yearling  heifers  were  also  very  good  as  a 
class,  and  the  first  prize  one,  belonging  to  Mr.  A. 
M'Dowall,  Stranraer,  is  a  beautiful  specimen,  with  a  nice 
pile  of  hair. 

The  shaggy  BUghland  breed  is  not  ao  largely  repreaented 
aa  if  the  exhibition  had  been  farther  to  the  north-west. 
The  lUsplay  of  cattle  under  the  head  of  crosses  and  extra 
stock  is  rardyof  much  merit  at  the  Highland  Society, 
and  this  year  proves  no  exception.  In  fiict,  there  is  little 
inducement  to  show  in  these  classes,  only  a  few  medals 
being  offered  for  prizes. 
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Hie  honea  for  agricnltanl  porposes  are  undoubtedly  a 
very  fine  ahow ;  and  in  the  distribntion  of  the  awards  there 
was  more  than  one  surprise.  Principal  Williams,  Edin- 
burgh,  accompanied  the  judges,  and  made  a  eareful  ex- 
amination of  all  the  competing  horses,  in  order  to  decide 
whether  they  were  sound  or  not  before  the  awards  were 
given. 

There  has  seldom  been  a  more  magnificent  display  of 
Cheviots.  Among  more  than  forty  entries  we  find  Mr. 
Brydon,  Moffat,  once  more  at  the  top  of  the  list  for  aged 
tups.  He  got  three  of  the  four  tickets  in  this  class,  and 
deservedly,  for  animals  bred  by  himself.  As  Mr.  Brydon 
among  Cheviots,  so  Mr.  Archibald,  Overshiel,  Stow, 
among  Blackfaced,  is  invincible.  Mr.  Archibald  has  for 
several  years  carried  everything  before  him  for  blackfaced 
sheep  at  these  shows,  and  this  year  he  has  repeated  his 
former  victories  with  animals  of  a  high  order  of  his  own 
breeding.  They  are  well  woolled,  bare-faced  and  bare- 
legged, with  beautifully  turned  horns,  and  square  bodies — 
all  well-known  characteristics  of  this  hardy  breed. 
Border  Leicesters  are  a  fair  show,  especially  the  shearling 
tups,  which  were  mostly  bred  by  the  exhibitors.  Leices- 
ters are  not  neariy  such  a  good  show  as  they  sometimes 
are  under  the  auspices  of  the  Highland  Society.  The 
first  prize  shearling  tup  was  bred  by  Mr.  Anslie,  Coster- 
ton,  and  Mr.  Lyu's  sheep  were  roured  by  himself  from 
stock  he  has  had  for  some  time.  Mr.  Gibson's  long 
wools,  bred  by  himself,  are  heavy,  and  much  admired. 
Southdowns  are  not  very  numerous.  The  Altyre  ones 
were  home-bred,  and  Mr.  Gordon's  were  also  bred  by  the 
exhibitor.  These  gained  several  prizes  at  Aberdeen  last 
week.  Mr.  Scot  Skirving  won  with  good  ewes  of  his 
own  breeding.  The  other  chisses  of  sheep  were  about  an 
average  show. 

If  there  was  overfeeding  in  the  showyard,  it  was, 
as  it  often  is,  visible  among  pigs.  Messrs.  Ducker- 
ing's  were  most  successful,  and  the  hurge  boar  was  a 
winner  at  Oxford. 

JUDGES. 
Cattle.— Gallowav :  James  Grierson,  Brandedleys,  Crocket- 
ford  ;  Allan  C.  Pagan,  Inneiveldie,  Comrie.  PoUed  Angus : 
Robert  Hector,  Montrose ;  Alex.  Faterson,  Mulben,  Keith. 
Shorthorn:  L.  C.  Chrisp,  Hawkhill,  Alnwick:  Robert 
Hardie,  Harrietfield,  Kelso ;  John  Unthank,  Netheracales, 
Penrith.  Ayrshire :  Robert  Guthrie,  Crossbum,  Troon ; 
John  Macadam,  Blairover,  Drymen ;  J.  Wangh,  St.  John's 
Kirk,  Bigsar.  Highland:  Donald  M'Intvre,  Tighnablair, 
Comrie;  John  MacfiirUne,  Easlane,  Helensburgh;  Peter 
Robertson,  Achilty.  Dingwall.  Fat  stock:  Alex.  lonng, 
Keir  Mains,  DnnDlane;  Mr.  Hugh  Muirhead,  butcher, 
Dumfries. 
HoKSXS.— Draught  horses :  James  Conbrongh,  Blairtummoch, 
Cammie :  Robert  Jack,  North  Gyle,  Corstorphine ;  Alex. 
Wylue^JBolton,  Haddington.  Yeterinaiy  inneetor :  Pro- 
fessor Williams,  Edinburgh.  Extra  horses :  John  Carror, 
ComistoD,  Edinburgh;  John  Anstmther  Thornton,  of 
Charlton,  Colinsburgh.  Veterinary  inspector:  Robert 
Paterson,  YJS.,  Dumfries. 
Shebf. — Cheriots:  William  Aitchison,  Linhope,  Hawick ; 
Robert  Paterson,  Bighonse,  Thurso;  'VHlliam Thompson, 
Belvalle,  Coldstream.  Blackfaced:  Darid  Foyer,  Knowe- 
head,  Campsie;  Donald  M'InWre,  Tighnablair,  Comrie; 
Donald  Stewart,  Aehalader,  Irndrum.  Lcieesters  and 
Long-VIToolled :  Joseph  Bell,  Scalehill,  Lazonbuiy,  Penrith ; 
Thomas  Ferguson,  Kinnochtry,  Coupar- Angus  ;  John 
Wilson,  Edington  Blains,  Chirnside.  Southdown  and 
Short-Woolled:  William  Borthwick,  Whitehaven  Castle, 
Whitehaven;  John  H.  Buckley,  The  Cottage,  Lough- 
borough. 
SwiNZ.— Thomas  D.  Findlay.  Basterhill,  Glasgow;   John 

M'Laren,  Millhill,  Inchture, 
FoxJLTRT^Thomas  Raines,  Bridgehaugh,  Stirling;   David 

Stratton,  Edinburgh. 
Dairy  Produce.— R.  a.  Dickson,  Dumfries ;  James  Fulton, 
47,.  Aigyle-ttieet,  Glasgow;  T.   Gibson,  Princes-street, 


IMPLBMEKTS.— Professor  Mac^oom  Bankine,  honoiary  cos- 
suiting  engineer  to  the  Society ;  John  Gibsoa,  Wodiwt, 
chairman  of  the  Societ^s  Machinery  Comsuttes;  Aki, 
Slight,  Edinbunrti,  praetieal  engineer  to  the  Society ;  Pio- 
iesMr  Wilion,  £dinbnrgfa ;  Thomas  l^lae,  Niddiie  Maisi^ 
Liberton ;  John  Munro,  Fsimin^n,  nlelso ;  Adan  Carror, 
The  Lee,  Edinbuigh ;  Robert  Bmnie,  Setoa  Msins,  Losg- 
niddry ;  William  Foid,  Hardengreen,  Dalkeith;  John  Ora, 
of  Muirhouselaw,  Niibet,  Kelso. 

PRIZE    LIST. 
CATTLE. 

OA.LL0WAT9« 

Bulls  calved  before  1st  Jannaiy,  1868.— First  priu,  J. 
Fisher,  Knells,  Carlisle ;  seooed.  Sir  F.  Ulric  Grahssi,  Bui, 
Longtown ;  third.  J.  Graham,  Parcelstown,  Westlintoa,  Cir* 
lisle ;  oommended,  J.  Cunningham,  Tarbreoch,  Dslbesttk 

Bulls  calved  after  Ist  January,  1866.— First  prize.  J.Thon- 
son,  Blaikett,  Crocketford,  Dumfries;  second,  P.  Moctos, 
Laws  HaU.  Ixmstown ;  third,  R.  Jardine,  Balgray,  Lockerbie. 

Bulls  calTod  after  Ist  January,  1869.— Firrtprize,  T.  Bimr. 
Chapeltown,  Dalbeattie ;  second  and  third.  W.  Kair.  of  WM- 
haugh.  New  Castleton;  oommended,  J.  Canningtuua,Ttf- 
brooch,  Dalbeattie. 

Cows  of  any  age. — ^First  prize,  J.  Cnoningham,  Tsriveoek, 
Dalbeattie ;  second.  W.  and  J.  Shennan,Ba£g,Kireadbriglit; 
third,  J.  Gifford,  Torhonsekie,  Newton-Stewart ;  comBMiidBd, 
T.  Bigger,  Chanelton,  Dalbeattie. 

Heifers  calved  after  Ist  January,  1868.— First,  seooad,  ind 
third  prizes,  the  Duke  of  Bnocleoeh  and  Queeasbeny,  K.O., 
Tibbers,  Thomhill. 

Heifers  calved  after  1st  Jannaiy,  1869.— First  prize,!. 
Biggar,  Chapelton,  Dalbeattie;  second,  J.  Cnnninghsffl.Tu- 
breoch,  Dalbeattie;  third,  R.  Wallace,  lAngbaras,  Kirkcad- 
bright. 

POLLED  AlfGUa  OR  ▲BSRJ)EBir« 

Bulls  calved  before  1st  January,  1869.— Fust  prize,  R 
Walker,  PorUethen,  Aberdeen ;  second,  G.  Brown,  Water 
town,  Fochabers;  third,  W.  J.  Tayler,  Rothiemay  Hooii 
Huntly  ;  commended,  J.  Soott,  East  Tnlloch,  Stooehares. 

Bulls  calved  after  Ist  January,  1868.'«firstDrise,  Sir  6. 
Macpherson  Grant  of  Ballindalloeh,  Bait,  BaUindsIlaeh; 
second.  Colonel  C.  Fraser,  of  Castle  Eraser,  Aberdeea;  tluid, 
W.  D.  Fordyoe  of  Bmcklay,  M.P.,  Aberdeen ;  coBimeDdfld,J. 
Scott,  East  Tnlloch,  Stonehaven. 

Bulls  calved  after  1st  January,  1869.— First  prize,  G.  Bron, 
Westerton,  Fochabers;  second.  Col.  C.  Eraser  of  Castle  ftsser; 
third,  J.  Scott,  East  TnUoch,  Stondiaven;  commendfd,  T. 
Ferauson,  Kinnochtiy,  Coupar-Angus. 

Cows  of  any  age.— First  prize,  Colonel  C.  Fraser  of  Csifle 
Eraser,  Aberdeen ;  second,  Sir  G.  Maepherson  Grant  of  BsUis- 
daUo(4  Bart,  BaUindalloch ;  third,  J.  Skinner,  DraniB, 
BaUindalloch;  commended,  W.  M*Combie  of  Esster  Skese, 
Skene,  Aberdeen. 

Heifers  calved  after  1st  January,  1868.— First  prize,  Sir 
G.  Macpherson  Grant  of  BaUindalloch,  Bart,  BsIliBdalloch; 
second  and  third,  Cobnel  C.  Fraser  of  Csstie  Fiskt, 
Aberdeen;  commended.  Sir  G.  Biacpherson  Grant  ofBsllio- 
dalloch,  Bart 

Hdfiers  calved  after  1st  Jannaiy,  1869.— First  sad  Uuid 
prizes,  J.  Skinner,  Dmmin,  Ballindidloch ;  second,  G.  Bnnrn, 
Westertown.  FoehabeFs ;  oonunended,  the  Earl  of  DvaMff, 
Dnnmore,  Stirling. 

ano&THOBirs. 

Bulls  calved  before  Ist  January,  1868.— first  prize,  C.  fi. 
Saunders,  Nunwick  Hall,  Penrith ;  second.  J.  Bruce,  Bon- 
side,  Fochabers ;  third.  Sir  T.  Buohan  Hepburn  of  SDestos, 
Bart,  Prestonkirk ;  commended,  T.  Marshall,  Howes,  Aansa. 

Bulls  calved  after  1st  January,  1868.— Firstpiize,  B.  Brvoe, 


Beattie,  Newbie  House,  Annan ;  second,  J.  BeU,  Fkas,  £u|- 
ston :  third.  Sir  Darid  Baird  of  Newbyth,  Bart.,  Ptestoskirk; 
oommended,  J.  Johnstone,  Hidleaths,  Lochmabes. 

Cows  of  any  age.— First  prize,  J.  Beattie,  Newbie  Hosse, 
Annan ;  second,  J.  Currie,  Halkerston,  Oorebridge ;  thuQ.  vi. 
Lambert,  Elrimrton  HalL  Haydon  Bridge;  conuflndetf,  9, 
Campbell,  KineOer,  Blackbom,  Aberdeen. 
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Heiffln  nhed  after  lit  Jumafy,  1868.»Fint  prise,  B. 
Soott,  Manbeen,  Elgin ;  second,  J.  Benttie,  Newbie  House, 
Muian ;  thiid,  the  Duke  of  Bncdeueh  and  Qneensbernr,  K.G., 
Dalkeith  Park,  Dalkeith. 

Heifen  calred  after  lit  January,  1869. — ^First  priae^Lord 
Eiaaaiid,  Eoisie  Priory,  Inehture ;  second,  J.  Wilson,  Wood- 
hora  MsAor,  Morpeth;  third  and  commended,  J.  Beattie, 
Newlne  House,  Amian. 

ATBAHIU. 

Bolls  ealTed  hefore  1st  January,  1868.  — Pint  prize,  K. 
WihoB,  f orehonae,  Kilbarehan ;  second,  W.  Macadam,  Kep- 
c«I]oeh,Balfron;  third,  J.  Meikle,  SeafieUi,  Batiigate. 

BoUs  calved  after  1st  January,  1868.— First  prize,  T.  Bal- 
hntjoe,  Netherlon,  East  Kilbride;  second,  J.  Fleming, 
Mesdovbaak  Cottage,  Stratharen ;  third,  J.  Parker,  Broom- 
lasds,  Irrine;  commended,  J.  Hewetaon,  Achenbainzie, 
Tkorahill. 

Balls  oalved  after  Ist  January,  1869.— First  prize,  J. 
MdUe,  Seafield,  Bathnte;  second,  J.  Parker,  Broomlands, 
Irrine;  third,  D.  C.  Willison,  Whitedengh,  Douglas ;  com- 
neaded,  0.  Dunlop,  Castle  Farm,  Stewarton. 

Cows  in-milk,  calved  before  1st  January,  1867.— First  prize, 
A.Wilsoa,  Forehoose,  Kilbarehan;  second.  J.  Moffat,  sen. 
sad  Jan.,  Gateaide,  Kirkconnel ;  third  and  commended,  J. 
Hemmg,  Meadowbank  Cottage,  StrathaTcn. 

Cows  ia-milk,  calved  after  1st  January,  1867.— First  prize, 
J.  Fleming,  Meadovbuik  Cottage,  Strathaven ;  second,  B. 
WiliOB,  Forehouae,  Kilbarehan ;  third,  J.  Mitchell,  Lochin- 
Nev  Cumnock;   commended,  J.  Meikle,  SeaAeld, 


Govs  in-calf,  of  any  age.— First  prize,  J.  Fleming,  Meadow- 
biak  Cottage,  StrathaTcn ;  second,  G.  Dunloo,  Castle  Fkrm, 
Stewarton ;  third,  B.  Wilson,  Forehouae,  Kilbarohao ;  oom- 
nended,  R.  M*Kean,  Lnmloch,  Bishopbriggs. 

Heiiers  ealTcd  after  1st  January,  1868.— First  prize,  J. 
Brown,  Cartlebum,  Kilwinning;  second,  J.  Carmthers,  Hei- 
tH  Lockerbie;  third,  J.  Ileming,  Meadowbank  Cottage, 
StntJuiTen ;  commended,  A.  Kerr,  (Sstle  Hill,  Dnrrisdeer. 

Heifers  calved  after  1st  January,  1869.— First  prize,  A. 
MOXiwaU,  Anchtralue,  Stranraer;  second,  J.  Meikle, 
Seaidd,  Bathgate ;  third,  G.  Dunlop,  Castle  Farm,  Stewarton ; 
*  \  J.  Fleniing,  Mndowbank  Cottage,  Strathaven. 


HIOHLAMD. 

Balls  oalved  before  1st  January,  1868.— D.  M*Laren,  Corry- 
dirane,  Callander;  second,  J.  Stewart,  Duntulm,  Portree; 
third,  J.  M'Keehnie,  jun.,  Qlenmore,  Oban ;  commended,  J. 
Stewart,  Duntulm,  Portree. 

Cows  of  any  age.— First  prize,  the  Eari  of  Seafleld,  Castle 
Grant,  Qrantown. 

HeiJers  calved  after  1st  January,  1867.— First  prize,  J. 
lUeohn,  Poltalloch,  Callton  Mor,  LochgUphead ;  second  and 
third,  J.  Stewart,  Duntulm,  Portree ;  commended,  J.  Malcolm, 
of  Poltalloch,  Callton  Mor,  Lochgflphead. 

Heiliera  calved  after  1st  January,  1868.— First  and  second 
imus,  J.  Malcolm ;  third,  the  Eari  Seaiield^  Castle  Grant, 
uiaatowa ;  commended,  J.  Malcolm. 

FAT  STOCK. 

Galloway  oxen,  calved  after  1st  January,  1867.— First  prize, 
K.  Jardiue,  of  CaaUemilk,  M.P.,  Lockerbie ;  second,  J.  Bout- 
ledge,  OU  Mill,  Portwilliam,  Wigtownshire;  third,  B. 
Jsidine;  commended,  J.  Millar,  of  Priestlands,  Troqueer, 
Domfries. 

QaOowaT  oxen,  calved  after  1st  January,  1868.— First, 
«eeond,  thud,  and  commended,  T.  Biggar,  Chapelton,  Dal- 


Highlaad  oxen  calved  after  1st  Januarv,  1866.— First  and 
Hcond  prizea,  J.  Dalgleiah,  of  Ardnamurehan,  West  Grange, 
Calrass;  third,  O.  Henderson,  Garroch,  Dumfries;  com- 
■nded.G.  Henderson. 

Hi^Adand  oxen  calved  after  1st  January,  1867.— First  and 
Mcood  prirea,  J.  and  W.  Martin,  Newmarket,  Aberdeen. 

Qzea  of  any  other  pure  or  cross  breed  calved  after  1st 
Jsaaary,  1867.— First  prize,  the  Eari  of  Dunmore.  Stirling; 
■wad,  the  Dake  of  Bnocleuch  and  Queensberry,  K.G.»  Tib- 
bers,Thonhill. 

Oien  of  any  other  pure  or  cross  breed  calved  after  the  1st 
J^oaaiy,  2S6S.^First  prize,  B.  Bruce,  Newton  of  Struthers, 
Arns ;  aeeond  and  third,  J.  Birkett,  Broom  Bigg,  Ainstable, 


Galloway  heiiers  calved  after  let  January,  1867.— Prize, 
The  Duke  of  Bncclench  and  Queensberry,  K.G.,  Tibbers, 
ThornhiU. 

Heifers  of  any  other  Dure  or  cross  breed  calved  after  Ist 
January,  1867.— Prize,  J.  Brown,  Cassielands,  Dumfries. 

EXTRA  CATTLE. 

Galloway. — Commended,  P.  Dudgeon,  Caraen,  Dumfries. 

Aldemey. — Commended,  W.  Bitehie,  of  Middleton,  Gore- 
bridge;  Miss  Hope  Johnstone,  of  Annandale,  Marchbank 
Wood,  Moffat. 

HORSES. 

FOK  AOBICULTUIUL  FUBrOSBS. 

Stallions  foaled  before  1st  January  1867.— First  prize,  Peter 
Crawford,  Domgoyadc,  Strathblane;  second,  David  Baddell, 
Kilbowie,  Dnntocher ;  third,  William  Moffat,  Shirva,  Kirkin- 
tilloch ;  commended,  Jolin  Macdonald,  Porterfield,  Benfrew. 

Entire  colts  foaled  after  1st  January,  1867. — ^First  prize, 
Peter  M'Bobie,  Snnnyside,  Aberdeen ;  second.  Sir  William  G. 
Gordon  Cumming,  cu  Altyre,  Bart^  Forres;  third,  Bobert 
Brewster,  Bambeth,  Bridge  of  Weir;  commended,  Samuel 
Clark,  Manswrae,  Kilbarclmn. 

Entire  colts  foaled  after  1st  January,  1868.— First  prize, 
Bobert  M*Kean,  Lumloch,  Bishopbriggs;  second,  Archibald 
Tnill,  38,  Cathedral  Street,  Glasgow :  third,  Samuel  CUvk, 
Manswrae,  Kilbarehan ;  conunended,  Lawrence  Drew,  Merry- 
ton,  Hamilton. 

Entire  colts  foalfd  after  1st  January,  1869.— First  prize, 
David Biddell,  Kilbowie,  Dnntocher;  second,  John  Bobert- 
son.  West  Mitchellton,  Lochwinnoch ;  third,  Robert  Frederick, 
Drumflower,  Glenluee ;  commended,  James  Nicol  Fleming,  of 
Knockdon,  Maybole. 

Mares  (with  Ibal  at  footj  foaled  before  1st  January,  1867.— 
First  prize,  Adam  Smith,  Stevenson  Maine,  Haddinston ;  se- 
cond, Tliomas  Marshall,  Howes,  Annan ;  commended,  John 
Mitchell,  Poundland,  Dunsoore. 

Mares  in  foal,  foaled  before  1st  January,  1867.— First  prize. 
Sir  William  Stirling-Maxwell,  of  Keir,  Bart.,  Dunblane;  se- 
cond, John  Graham,  Rosebank,  Mid-Calder;  third,  Abram 
Kerr,  Caatlehill,  Dnrrisdeer;  commended,  James  Young, 
Niddrie,  Winchburgh. 

Fillies  foaled  after  1st  January,  1867.— First  prize,  Bobert 
M'Kean,  Lumloch,  Bishopbriggs ;  second,  A.  Buchanan,  Gars- 
cadden  Mains,  New  Kilpatnok;  third,  J.  N,  Fleming,  of 
Knockdon,  Maybole ;  commended,  Lawrence  Drew,  Merryton, 


Marea  or  geldings  foaled  before  1st  January,  1865,  suitable 
for  field. — Pffize,  Michael  Teenan,  Lochside,  Dumfries. 

Marea  or  geldings  foaled  between  1st  January,  1865,  and 
Ist  January,  1866,  suitable  for  field.— First  prize,  James  Gil- 
lespie, Craigie,  Cramond;  second,  John  J.  M.  Borthwick, 
Georgefield,  limgholm;  third,  William  Dickie,  Balgerran 
Castle-Douglas. 

Mares  or  geldings  foaled  before  1st  Januarv,  1866,  suitable 
forcarriagc^Prize,  John  Bilhet,  Pennersaugna,  Ecclefechan. 

Mares  or  gehliogs  between  12  and  14  hands  high. — First 
prize,  Bobert  Scot  Skirving,  Camptoun,  Drem ;  second,  James 
Hewetson,  Auchenbainzie,  Thomnill ;  third,  William  David- 
son, Sibbaldie  Mills,  Lockesbie;  commended,  John  Smith, 
Bonshawside,  Ecclefechan. 

Marea  or  geldings,  12  hands  and  under. — ^First  prize, 
Patrick  Dudgeon,  of  Gargen,  Dumfries;  second,  Thomas 
Coutts Trotter,  Champfleurie,  Linlithgow;  third.  Miss  Scot 
Skirving,  Camptoun ;  commended,  William  Ritchie,  of  Middle- 
ton,  Gorebridge. 

EXTRA  HOKSZS. 

Carriage  or  saddle. — Commended,  William  Francis  Hunter 
Arundell,  of  Baijarg  Tower.  Dumfries ;  Migor  Fletcher,  Kel- 
ton  House,  Dumfries:  John  Richardson,  Dryfesdale  Gate, 
Lockerbie;  Bobert  Wallace,  Lauf^bams,  Kirkcudbright. 

Clydeadale. — Commended,  David  Kennedy,  Newlands,  Dum- 
fries. 

Fillies  foaled  after  1st  January,  1868.— First  prize,  J.  N. 
Fleming,  of  Knockdon,  Maybole ;  second,  Lawrence  Drew, 
Merryton,  Hamilton ;  third,  Abram  Kerr,  Caatlehill,  Dnrris- 
deer ;  commended,  Bobert  C.  M*Culloch,  Kirkland  of  Long- 
castle,  Kirkinner. 

Fillies  fiMled  after  Ist  Januarr,  1869.— First  prize,  J.  N. 
Fleming,  of  Knockdon,  Maybole;  second,  Alraander  H. 
M*Clean,  Anchnel,  Stranraer ;  third  and  commended,  William 
and  Jamea  Sheuum,  Ballg,  Kirkcudbright. 
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prii 


Dnnght  , 
(rise,  Archifiald 
bird,  the  Duke  of 
Thornhill;  ooi 
Longtown. 

Dnnght  geidii 
l»t  Jannaiy,  186! 
Qaeentbcrry,  K.G. 

Marat  or  geldl 
for  field.— Prize, 


xxTBA.  ncnoNS. 

foaled  before  let  Jannaij,  1866.— Firet 

ohnttoii.  Lochbum,  Muybul;  weood  and 

Bnodenoh  and  Oueenabenrv,  K.a.,  Tibben, 

Thomas  Qibboni,  Bnnfoot-on-Edc, 


I  foaled  between  Itt  Januai7,  1866,  and 
.—Prize,  The  Duke  of  Bnoolench   and 
,,  Holeatane.  Thornhill. 
foaled  before  lat  Jannarj.  1866,  anitaUe 
'  lael  Teenan,  Lodislde,  Damfries. 

SHEEP. 

CHIVIOT. 

Tapt  above  one  thear.— First  and  lecond  prizes,  J.  Biydon, 
Kinnelhead,  Moffat ;  third,  T.  Elliot,  Hindhope,  Jedburgh ; 
commended,  J.  Biydon,  jnn..  Holm  of  Dalquhaim,  New  Qal- 
bway. 

Binmont  or  shearling  tups. — ^First  prize,  J.  Bijdon,  Kinnel- 
head. Moffat ;  second  and  third,  T.  Elliot,  Hindhope,  Jed- 
boreh ;  commended,  G.  M'Call,  Burrance,  Lockerbie. 

£wes  above  one  shear,  with  lambs. — Furst  prize,  J.  Biydon, 
Kinnelhead,  Moffat;  second,  T.  Welsh,  Ericstane,  Moffat; 
third,  T.  ESliot,  Hindhope,  Jedbnzgh ;  commended,  J.  Archi- 
bald, Glengelt,  Lander. 

Best  lambs. — First  prize,  J.  Archibald ;  second,  J.  Brydon. 

Shearling  ewes  or  gimmers. — ^Fiist  prize,  T.  Elliot,  Hind- 
hope, Jedborgh;  second,  J.  Biydon,  Kinnelhead,  Moffat; 
third.  Sir  G.  G.  Montgomery.  Bart.,  M.P.,  Stobo  Castle, 
Stobo ;  commended,  T.  C.  Borthwick,  Hopsrig,  Langholm. 


J.  Archi- 
Howatson 


BLACXJA.CED. 

Tups  above  one  shear. — ^First  and  second  prizes 
bald,  Oyershiels,  Stow ;  third  and  commended,  C. 
of  Domel,  Daldorch  House,  Mauchline. 

Dinmont  or  shearling  tups. — ^First  and  second  prizea,  J. 
Archibald,  Overshiels,  Stow :  third,  J.  Moibt,  senior  and 
junior,  Oateside,  Kirkoonnel,  Sanquhar ;  commended,  C.  How- 
atson of  Domel,  Daldorch  House,  Mauchline. 

Ewes  above  one  shear,  with  lambs. — ^First  prize,  J.  Archi- 
bald, Oveishids,  Stow ;  second,  J.  Moffat,  senior  and  junior, 
Ghiteside,  Kirkconnel,  Sanquhar ;  third,  J.  Malcolm,  Poltal- 
looh,  Callton  Mor,  Lochgilphead ;  commended,  C.  Howatson  of 
DomeL  Daldorch  House,  Manehline. 

LamW— Fiist  prize,  J.  Archibald ;  second,  J.  Moffiit. 

BOKDIR  UldSTEB. 

Tups  above  one  shear.— First  prize,  J.  Lees,  Marvingston, 
Haddugton ;  second,  J.  Nisbet,  Lambden,  Greenlaw ;  third, 
W.  Lambert,  Elvington  Hall,  Havdon  Bridge ;  commended, 
the  Bepresentatives  of  the  late  T.  Watson,  Ei^rston,  Gore- 


Dinmont  or  shearling  tm)8. — ^First  prize,  G.Torrance,  Sis- 
terpath,  Dunse ;  second,  T.  Simson,  Blainalie,  Lauder ;  third, 
J.  Lees,  Marvingston,  Haddington ;  commended,  J.  Nisbet, 
Lambden,  Greenlaw,  Dunse. 

Ewes  above  one  shear. — First  pnze,  G.  Simson,  Courthill, 
Kelso ;  second,  J.  and  G.  Laing,  Wark,  Coldstream ;  third,  A. 
Smith,  Castlemains,  Gifford ;  commended,  L.  Draw,  Merryton, 
Hamilton. 

Shearling  ewes  or  gimmers. — ^First  prize,  G.Torrance,  Sis- 
terpath,  Dunse ;  second,  G.  Simson,  Courthill,  Kelso ;  third, 
J.  Lees,  MarviMston,  Haddington ;  commended,  The  Marquis 
of  Tweeddale,  K.T.,  Tester,  Haddington. 

LEICK8TEB. 

Tups  above  one  shear.— First  prize,  T.  Wilkin,  Tin wald 
Downs,  Dumfries ;  second,  J,  MacKcnzie,  Bamhill,  Dnmfries ; 
third,  C.  I>rall,  Old  Montrose,  Montrose;  commended,  J. 
Mackenzie,  Bamhill,  Dumfries. 

Dinmont  or  shearling  tups.— First  prize,  A.  Smith,  Castle- 
mains, Gifford ;  second,  E.  Jefferson,  Preston  Hows,  White- 
haven; third,  the  Bepresentatives  of  the  late  T.  Watson, 
Esperston,  Gorabridge;  commended,  B.  Jefferson,  Preston 
Hows,  Whitehaven. 

Ewes  above  one  shear.— B.  Jefferson,  Preston  Hows,  White- 
haven. 

Shearlingewes  or  gimmers.— First  prize,  E.  Jefferson,  Pres- 
ton Hows,  Whitehaven;  second,  C.  LyaU,  old  Montrose,  Mon- 


LOKO  WOOLLID  OTHER  THAIT  L1ICE8T1R. 

Tups  Of  wiyv-*KistpiUs,T,WiUBa,  TiRWiOd  Downs, 


Dumfries ;  second  and  third,  J.  Gibson,  Wodhnet,  Dalkotli; 
commended,  J.  Gibson,  Woolmet,  Dalkeith. 

Ewes  of  any  age,  or  simmers.— First  prise,  J.  Gibson,  Wy^ 
met,  Dalkeith;  second,  W.  Norman,  Hall  Bank,  Ai^is; 
third,  J.  B.  Irving,  Whitehill,  Lockerbie. 

SOUTHDOWN. 

Taps  of  any  agow— First  and  second  prises,  Sir  W.G.Goidas 
Gumming  of  Al^,  Bart.,  Forres ;  thud  and  efwninwwy,  J. 
Gordon,  rarkhill,  Aberdeen. 

Ewes  of  any  agei  or  gimmers.— First  prize  and  conunsaM 
J.  Gordon,  Parkhill,  Aberdeen ;  second  and  third,  £.  S.  Skii- 
ving,  Camptoun,  Drem. 

SHOKT-VOOLLBD  OTHXH  THAH  SOUTHIMWV. 

Tups  of  any  age.— First  and  second  pnzes,  J.  Gibson,  Wool- 
met,  Dalkeith ;  Uiird  and  commended.  The  Earl  of  StnthnoR, 
Glamis  Castle,  GUmis. 

Ewes  of  any  age,  or  gimmers. — ^First  and  seoondpriiei,  Tkt 
Earl  of  Stnthmore,  Glamis  Castle,  Glamis;  third  sadoon- 
mended,  J.  Gibson,  Woolmet,  Dalkeith. 

EXTBA  SICTIONS. 

Cheviot  shearling  wethers.— First  prize,  B.  Jardine  of  Cii- 
tlemilk,  M.P..  Lockerbie ;  second,  T.  Biggar,  Chiton,  Dal- 
beattie; third,  E.  D.  Barre  Cuninghame  of  Heosol,  Cude 
Donglas ;  commended,  J.  M'Gill,  Eotchell,  Dumfries. 

Blackfiioed  wethers  of  any  age.— First  prize,  The£uiof 
Stnthmore,  Glamis  Castle,  Glamis ;  second.  Sir  W.  FoHxi, 
Bart.,  Craigievar,  Fintray  House,  Aberdeen;  cosamended, 0. 
Hewetson,  Auehinleck,  Newton-Stewart 

Half-bred  hoggs.— First  pris&  T.  Biggar,  ChapeltoD,  Dal- 
beattie; second  and  third,  A.  Jardine  of  Casdemilk,  Ui^ 
Lockerbie. 

EXTRA.  SHSBF. 

Cheviot.— Commended,  B.  D.  Barte^Cnnningfaame  of  Hoh 
sol.  Castle  Dou^^. 

Blaokfriced.— Commended,  Miss  Hope  Johnstone  of  Aabu- 
dale.  Marahbank  Wood,  MoiEat. 

CoUwold.— Commended,  J.  Gibson,  Woohnet,  Bslkeith. 

Shropshira.— Commendod,  The  Enrl  of  Stiatiuaore,  Olois 
Castle,  Glamis. 

Lincohi.— Commended,  J.  B.  Irving  of  Whitehill,  Loekefhfc 

Cross-bred  hoggs.— First  and  third  prises,  E  Jsrdise  a 
Castlemilk,  M.P.,  Lockeibie;  second,  jTM^GiU,  BolM 
DumfHes ;  commended,  T.  Biggar,  Chapdton,  Dalbeattie. 

PIGS. 

Boars,  laras  breed.— First  prize,  E.  £.  Dndceriag  sad  Sosi, 
Northorpe,KirtonLindsey;  second,  G.  Mangles,  Orest  Gins- 
dale,  Eipon. 

BoaiB,  small  breed.— Fint  prize,  G.  Mang^;  seeoBd,Sir 
W.Forbes  of  Craigievar,  Bart,  Fintray  House,  Abeidees; 
third,  G.  Mangles ;  commended,  E.  E.  Dnckering  sad  Sosi. 

Sows,  krge  breed.— Prize,  E.  E.  Dnckering  and  Sons. 

Sows,  small  braed.— First  prise,  E.  E.  Duekering  and  Sou ; 
second,  G.  Mangles ;  third,  T.  Wilkin,  Tinwald  Dovbi,  Dim- 
fries  ;  commended,  E.  Philp,  Eoyal  Hotel,  Bridge  of  Allu. 

Pens  of  three  pigs  not  exceeding  eight  months  old,  ui^ 
breed.— First  prize,  E.  £.  Dnckenng  and  Sons;  seeoBd,U. 
Mangles ;  third,  N.  Milne,  DiyhopeTSelkirk;  comsisBded,  N. 


Pens  of  three  pigs  not  exceeding  eight  months  old,  m^ 
breed.— First  prize,  E.  E.  Duokering  and  Sons ;  seoood,  u. 
Manffles ;  thir^  J.  B.  Story,  jun.,  Miliihesd,  Damiiifli;  eoa- 
mended,  E.  Philp. 

Extra  pigs.— Commended,  E.  E.  Dnckering  snd  Sosi. 

DAIEY  PEODDCE. 

Cured  batter.— First  prize,  D.  M^Farlane,  Balmsldy,  Bijfop- 
briggs;  second,  D.  M'LAren,  Middleton,  Strathblue,  Mi^ 
gane;  third.  A.  lithgow,  Dmmtall,  Esst  Bftride;  ««»• 
mended,  J.  Wilson,  Cutlins,  Lockerbie.  .  ^ 

Powdered  Butter.— First  prize,  A.  Lithgow  jjocosfl,  v. 
McLaren ;  third,  D.  MTMane ;  commended,  J.  Wihoj. 

Fresh  butter.— First  prize,  D.  M'Uren ;  second,  J.  ^Bj 
third,  A.  Lithgow ;  commended,  the  Dnke  of  Bsfldeoch  m 
Queensberry,  lfc.G.,  Holestane,  Thornhill.  _  -i. 

Sweet  milk  cheese,  Cheddar  variety.— Rist  priw,  D.  rna^ 
rick.  High  Ardwell,  Dombreddon,  Stranner ;  ^f^S^L' 
Cowper,  Mid-Kelton,  Cutle  Douglas:  ^JJ^^, 
Enoch,  Dinvin,  Portpatrick ;  coBunendso,  A.  M'vsl^  ^' 
hiU,  StoMkirk,  Stranxur. 
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IMPLEM£NT9« 

SuTii  Mbsals.— T.  Corbelt^  Shrewsbuy,  for  ooUeotion  of 
fim  inplementa ;  1.  Morton  and  Go.  (limited),  liYflrpool, 
for  e(d]eelion  of  fencing ;  J.  G.  Rollins,  London,  for  eollection 
^poBp8,luiT-raeks,  &e.;  Thornton,  Conie,  lad  Co.,  £din« 
bami,  for  eoueetion  of  artides  of  mbber  mannfaotnre  -,  Waver- 
\gf  Minwfiictnring  Company,  Dalkdth,  for  Bflwing^machinei ; 
L  B.  Haetanart,  Edinbarffh,  for  hone-rake  and  mowen 
tud  napen ;  T.  Firincle,  Emnbnr|^,  Berwick,  and  Kelao,  for 
eoUeetion  of  turn  implementt ;  Aichmond  and  Chandler,  Sal- 
ibd,  Mancheater.  for  ooUeetion  of  chaff-cntten ;  A.  Boyd, 
Knockhardy,  Rnthwell,  Annan,  for  broadcast  sowing-machine, 
and  eombined  drill  for  sowing  tamips ;  Brigham  and  Bicker- 
ton,  Berwick-on-Tweed,  for  collection  of  reaping-machines ; 
Carrnthen  and  Allan,  Dnmfries,  for  portable  sheep-dipping 
^ipsratns ;  J.  Dmmmond,  Cumnock,  for  collection  of  thrash- 
ioff-msehines,  cheese  preases,  and  enrd  mills ;  O.  Binlaysoo, 
Abrosth,  for  sowing  and  reaping  machines ;  Gibson  and  Tait, 
Foontunbridge,  Eunbnrgh,  for  collection  of  Kates,  fencing ; 
J.  Qordon,  Castle  Douglas,  for  collection  of  ploughs ;  J. 
Gretory,  South  Shields,  for  single  horse  reaping-madune; 
HilBdaj  and  Thompson,  Dumfries,  for  collection  of  reapers, 
gjrnbbers,  &c.  *,  Hauehton  and  Thompson,  Carlisle,  for  colleo- 
tion  of  bay-rakes  and  com-diessers ;  A.  Jack  and  Sons,  May- 
bole,  for  coUeetion  of  mower^  reapers,  and  rollers ;  Kemp, 
Homy,  and  Nicholson,  Stirling,  lor  ooUeetion  of  reapers, 
mowen,  grubbeiB,  &o. ;  liUie  and  Elder,  Berwick-on-Tweed, 
for  collection  of  reapers,  mowen,  grubbers,  &c. ;  Lindsay 
and  Anderson,  Dnnfermline,  for  collection  of  fire-day  articles 
and  dengns  tat  workmen's  houses  in  brick ;  Maekay  and  Fair- 
burn,  Soennes,  Edinburgh,  for  gates,  fencing,  ko, ;  A.  and  J. 
Main  and  Co..  Glasgow,  for  collection  of  fencing,  wire  strainers, 
le. ;  R.  Miteuell  and  Son,  Peterhead,  for  eollection  of  ploughs ; 
0.  W.  Murray  and  Co.,  Banff,  for  collection  of  ploughs,  ac. ; 
Pidoley,  Simi,  and  Co.  (Limited),  Leigh,  Lancashire,  for 
ehaff.catten,  mowen  and  hone-rakes,  &c. ;  T.  Pirie  and  Co., 
Aberdeen,  for  ooUeetion  of  ploughs ;  B.  Reid  and  Co.,  Aber- 
deen, for  seed-drilla,  manure  distributors,  &c. ;  G.  SeUar  and 
Son,  HnnflV)  forplou^hs ;  T.  Sheriff,  Dunbar,  for  sowinff- 
nsdiinM,  sc. ;  W.  Shivas,  Old  Machar,  for  ploughs ;  Ldghe 
and  Smith,  London,  for  Garrard's  rick-corer ;  A.  Walker, 
Gorebridge,  for  reaping-machine;  B.  and  S.  Massey, Man- 
cheiter,  forsteam-hammen ;  North  British  Rubber  Company, 
Edinborgh,  for  improved  rubber  Talve,  and  collection  gencraUy. 

HiDiUM  SiLTXR  Mbdals.  —  T.  Bradford  and  Co., 
Manchester  and  London,  for  eoUection  of  washing 
maehines,  &o.;  F.  CampbeU,  Dumfries,  for  coUeotion 
of  waggonettes  and  dogcarts;  J.  Dand,  Carlisle,  for 
eoUeetion  of  horse-shoes;  De  Leon  and  Andre,  London, 
for  collection  of  type  machines ;  J.  Fallas  and  Co.,  Dum- 
fnn,  for  eoUection  of  harness;  E.  Gray,  Sheffidd,  for 
collection  of  cast  and  rolled  sted  implmnents ;  F.  J.  Heap, 
lfanehester,for  collection  of  earth  closets  ;E.  Hotson,  Dum- 
fries, for  eoUection  of  broughams  ;  W.  W .  Kennedy,  Edin- 
burgh, for  collection  of  sewing  and  knitting  machines ;  Kim- 
ball and  Morton,  Glasgow,  for  collection  of  sewing  machines ; 
T.  Mackenzie  and  Sons,  Cork,  for  collection  of  knife-grinden, 
tt,  i  J.  C.  Milligan,  Castie  Dougks,  for  collection  of  sad- 
dlen ;  W.  Mitchdl  and  Co..  Manchester,  for  coUeotion  of 
faiire-sharpenen ;  Mooles  Patent  Earth  Closet  Company  (li- 
mited), London,  for  eolleetion  of  earth  commodes ;  D.  Rae, 
Newton-Stewart^  for  coUeotion  of  harness ;  J.  Richardson, 
Carlisle,  for  collection  of  faxmen  and  dressing  machines; 
Shieis  and  M'Donald,  Edinburgh,  for  ooUeetion  of  carriages ; 
W.  Siuton,  Jedburgh,  for  collection  of  chums ;  Ligham,  Tlsy- 
k>r,  and  Wheatier,  Manchester,  for  collection  of  washing  ma- 
chines :  J.  and  T.  Tounv,  Ayr,  for  ooUeetion  of  reapers,  mow- 
ers, and  engines ;  J.  Hislop,  Coatfleld,  Haddington,  for  wag- 
gonette and  Whitechapd  cart ;  T.  Hunter,  Maybole,  for  Arm- 
strong's harrows ;  W.  M'Cormick,  Dnmfriiea,  for  sted  moulds; 
O.T.  Stirling,  for  Whitechapel  cart  and  waggonette;  J. 
Baker,  Wisbeach,  Cambridgeshire,  for  collection  of  fannen; 
Barr  and  M*  Jannet,  Ardrossan,  for  eoUection  of  ftre-day  arti- 
cles ;  P.  Brown,  PencaiUand,  Tranent,  for  reaping  machine ; 
W.  and  A.  Douglas,  Stranraer,  for  reraing  macnine ;  H.  Fidd 
and  Son,  GUsgow,  for  ooUeetion  of^  wringen,  boilen,  and 
fneun ;  J.  Gloyer,  Gelston,  CastlfrDoueLas,  for  collection  of 
abeep-ban  and  sowmg  machine ;  A.  Gntnrie,  Craigo,  Mont- 
rose, for  ploughs ;  A.  Hogarth,  Kelso,  for  reaping  machines ; 


mond,  for  collection  'of  spades,  &c :  H.  and  G.  Keanleyi 
Ripon,  for  reaping  machines;  J.  Kerr,  Dumfries,  for 
feiin-aurt  and  sowing-machine,  also  for  collection  of 
ploughs  and  sowing  macmne.  Law,  Duncan,  and  Co.,  Shettle- 
ston,  Ghisgow,  for  collection  of  farm  igiplements ;  J.  B.  A. 
M'£nnel,  Dumfries,  for  ooUeetion,  and  espedaUy  for  patent 
turnip-cutters. 

Minor  Silver  Medals.— J.  R.  Stiles,  London,  for  eoUec- 
tion of  refngenton ;  W.  Hudspith,  Hdtwhistle,  Northumber- 
land, for  euthenware  pipes ;  W.  (^anon,  Carlisle,  for  potato 
separator;  T.  M'Crihek,  Cumnock,  for  chuming-macnines : 
J.  M*Kie,  Woodhead,  Penpont,  ThomhiU,  for  double  mould 
plough;  E.  Martin,  Closebum,  ThomhiU^  for  ooUeetion  of 
swing  ploughs  and  harrows ;  C.  Rigg  and  Son,  Sanquhar,  for 
set  of  drainage  tools ;  T.  Rogerson,  Lochmaben,  for  harrows 
andgrubber ;  J.  Watt,  Binar,  for  broadcast  sowing-machine  ; 
D.  Williamson,  Cample  Bnoge,  ThomhiU,  for  carte  and  pulper  ; 
Win^te  and  Lowe,  AUoa,  for  eoUection  of  meat-coolen  and 
tumip-slicen ;  W.  MiUisan,  Dumfries,  for  ooUeetion  of  plants 
and  nowen ;  Little  andlBaUantyne,  Carlisle,  for  collection  of 
agricultural  seeds,  plants,  &c. ;  J.  Didnon  and  Sons,  Edin- 
burgh, for  seeds  and  pUnts ;  T.  H.  Oney,  Dumfries,  for  coUec<* 
tion  of  seeds  and  roots. 

Recohmehsep  tor  Trial.— R.  L.  Mactaggart,  Edin- 
burgh, for  sdf-deUvery  reaper,  mowing-machine,  self-acting 
horse-rake,  and  combined  reaper  and  mower;  R.  Homsbr 
and  Sons,  Grantham,  for  governor  self-raker  reaper ;  G. 
McCartney  and  Co.,  Cumnock,  for  three  or  four  horse-power 
thnHihi"g-*"^^^»*ifT 

THE  DINNER 
took  place  on  Wednesdav  erening.  The  Earl  of  Dal- 
keith, who  presided,  said  he  might  refer  to  the  fact  that 
this  wu  the  third  best  show  that  had  taken  place  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Society.  The  show  in  Glasgow  in 
1867  was  the  largest,  and  the  Edinburgh  Show  was  next, 
Dumfries  bang  the  third  best  as  regarded  stock,  and  second  as 
regarded  implements.  He  thought  thqr  might  congratulate 
themseWes  on  this  position  of  matten.  In  regard  to  the  im- 
plement department,  which  was  very  usefol  to  agriculturists,  it 
was  unfortunate  that  the  space  allotted  to  implements  was  not 
a  Uttle  more,  but  by  the  judicious  arrangements  which  had 
been  made  by  the  secretary,  visiton  had  been  enabled  to  see 
the  implements  pretty  well.  With  reference  to  the  stock,  he 
must  cnU  attention  to  the  GMloways,  Shorthorns,  and  Ayr- 
shires,  which  were  very  good,  and  superior  to  many  that  had 
been  seen  at  previous  shows.  The  sheep,  too,  were  particu- 
larly good,  while  the  Border  Leicesten  and  Chariots  had  never 
been  excelled.  The  draught  horses  were  very  superior,  and 
there  were  a  great  many  of  them.  The  saddle  and  other 
horses  hardlv  came  up  to  the  mark  ;  but  he  thought  the 
country  could  produce  better. 

Mr.  Jacob  wtlson ,  in  reply  for  the  Nationd  Agricultural 
Sodeties  of  England  and  Irdaud,  recommended  some  sort  of 
intemationd  show  every  ten  yean,  in  order  that  Scotch  and 
English  breeden  and  formen  might  interchange  more 
thoroughly  and  effeetivdv  their  ideas  on  feeding  and  hreeding, 
and  farm  cultivation.  He  and  other  agricnltunsts  in  Eni^land 
had  looked  forward  to  the  report  of  uie  Highland  Society's 
Committee  on  steam-cultivation  in  East-Lothian  ;  and  he  was 
wanj  at  the  terms  of  the  report,  because  he  knew  that  steam- 
cultivation  had  recdved  an  impetus  from  Scotland,  if  not  from 
the  county  of  Dumfries  itself.  He  hoped  that  many  Scotch 
maken  would  come  forward  and  compete  next  year  for  the 
£1,000  which  the  Royd  Society  offered  for  the  best  system  o 
steam-cdtivation. 

The  Duke  of  Buccleuch  sdd  that  the  fact  of  his  being  a 
successful  competitor  was  no  fault  of  his  own.  Why  did  not 
any  of  them  beat  himP  Never  venture,  never  wm.  They 
could  never  teU  the  vdue  of  their  stock  untU  it  wu  measured 
with  othen.  He  had  shown  stock,  and  had  been  beaten,  and 
had  accepted  the  defeat  because  it  was  deserved.  He  agreed 
with  Migor  Walker  that  breeden  did  not  show  stods  in  order 
to  get  prizes,  but  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  what  they 
had,  and  what  reaUy  was  the  stock  of  the  country.  Many 
people  nowadays  were  going  in  for  crosses.  They  were  pro- 
fitable and  seductive.  He  was  afraid  that  by  going  so  much 
into  crossing  they  would  have  nothing  else,  and  he  wanted  to 
keep  up  the  pure  blood.  If  crossing  were  carried  too  for, 
animals  would  be  deteriorated.  They  would  get  the  weaknesses 
of  nil,  witfuml  tho  ftnogth  gndpwityof  an;  one  of  ttMBk 
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What  he  wanted  to  do  was  to  keep  up  the  purity  of  the  breeds. 
He  could  not  farvi  the  whole  of  his  land,  and  he  wu  com- 
pelled to  1^  it  out  to  those  excellent  agricoltnrists  who  had 
now  (armed  the  land  for  years.  They  had  grown  upon  this, 
and  he  might  sav  that  his  tenantry  and  himself  were  like  one 
family.  What  hurt  one  hurt  the  others,  and  what  rejoiced  one 
wu  a  source  of  joy  to  the  others.  Long  might  they  continue 
so  1  He  was  not  going  to  humbug  them,  nowever,  and  say 
**  Ton  are  the  finest  set  of  feUows  in  the  world,"  for  that  was 
as  much  as  to  say  that  the  tenantry  of  Scotland  were  perfect. 


That  was  the  arffumeniim  m  ahnrdum.  Neither  wen  tkej 
the  best  agriculturists  in  the  world.  No  doubt  they  hsd  to 
contend  aninst  the  climate ;  but,  by  the  way,  be  thoaght  too 
much  had  oeen  said  of  the  climate.  It  was  an  eseoss  for 
everything.  For  instance,  a  farmer  allowed  his  hay  to  rot, 
and  it  was  the  elimate ;  he  soaked  his  potatoes  and  tuuipi, 
and  the  climate  again  was  to  blame ;  he  fonot  to  ploagfa  it 
the  proper  time,  and  the  climate  was  bbuned  for  that  floUy  aho. 
He  might  sarthat  when  he  got  to  the  aonth  of  Sootuad  he 
was  proud  of  the  tenantry. 


BRIDLINGTON    AGRICULTURAL    SOCIETY. 


This  Society,  one  of  the  oldest  of  its  class  in  Yorkshire,  con- 
tinues successfully  the  sphere  of  its  operations.  The  thirty- 
fifth  anniversary  was  celebrated  on  Wednesday,  July  27>  and  the 
show  was  perfectly  successful.  The  weather  was  fine,  the  at- 
tendance of  company  numerous,  and  the  display  of  stock  of 
a  superior  description. 

The  entry  of  cattle  was  double  that  of  last  year,  and  the 
sheep  and  pigs,  although  numerically  small,  were  yet  above 
average  merit ;  while  the  class  for  hackney  mares  or  geldings 
of  any  age  brought  no  less  than  twenty-one  aninuds  to  the  post. 

The  following  werejudges:  For  sheep.  catUe,  pigs,  and 
a^cultural  horses — ^W.  Bartholomew,  Waddington  Heath, 
Lincoln ;  John  Cburk,  North  Ferriby,  Brough ;  and  Thomas 
Dodds,  Mount  Pleasant,  Wakefield.  For  hunting,  coaching, 
and  roadster  horses— Jacob  Smith,  Humbnrton,  Borough- 
bridge  i  John  Wood,  Market  Overton,  Oakham ;  and  Francis 
Jones,  Cheltenham. 

PRIZE    LIST. 

EEP. 

Shearling  ram,  £.  Eiley,  Kipling  Cotes  Farm,  Beverley ; 
second,  E.Eily. 

Three  shearline  rams,  E.  Bily ;  second,  J.  J.  Simpson, 
Pilmour  House,  Uunmanby. 

A|[ed  ram,  £.  Bily ;  second;  G.  Bourdass,  Bridlington. 

Five  Shearling  gimmers,  B.  Riley. 

Fat  wether,  ewe  orgimmer,  F.  Day,  Camaby 

ExTBA  Stock.x-G.  Taylor,  Sewerby  Cottage,  Bridlington, 
for  ten  cross-bred  sheep. 

SHORTHORNS. 

Two  years  old  or  aged  bull,  F.  C.  and  £.  G.  Warren,  Manor 
Farm,  Dnnnington,  Sigglesthome ;  second,  T.  Franks,  Fyling- 
dales,  for  Hopewell. 

Yearling  bull,  W.  Linton,  SheriiTHutton,  for  Lord  Irwin, 
he  also  taking  the  cup  for  the  best  animal  in  the  Shorthorn 
classes ;  second,  J.  S.  Jordan,  Eimswell,  for  Nestor. 

Cow  in  calf  or  milk,  W.  Linton ;  second,  F.  Jorean*s  execu- 
tors, Eastbum. 

Two  years  old  heifer.  Rev.  Y.  Lloyd-Greame,  Sewerby  House, 
Bridlington. 

Yearling  heifer,  T.  Hornby,  Flotmanby ;  second,  G.  Taylor. 

Heifer  calf  under  twelve  months  old,  W.  Linton ;  second, 
T.  Hornby. 

Fat  ox  of  anv  age,  0.  Taylor. 

Fat  cow  or  heifer  of  any  age.  Rev.  Y.  Lloyd-Greame. 

HORSES. 

Huntinff  mare  and  (baL  G.  C.  Jarratt,  Harpham ;  second, 
J.  Smitli,  Marton  Lod^,  Bridlington. 

Three  Vears  old  hunting  gelding.  Sir  G.  Cholmley,  Boynton ; 
seoond,  R.  Wise,  Sewerby  Field,  Bridlington. 

Two  years  old  hunting  gelding  or  filly,  T.  Woodcock,  Tib- 
thorpe ;  second,  F.  Leighton,  Osgodby. 

One  year  old  hunting  gdding  or  fiUy,  T.  Cranswick, 
Rudston ;  second*  G.  C.  Jarratt. 

Three  jf ears  old  hunting  filly,  Sir  G.  Cholmley ;  second.  J. 
S.  Darren,  West  Ayton. 


Nag  or  mare  pony,  not  exceeding  12  hands  high,  W.  F. 


Coaching  mare  and  foal,  J.  Smith ;  seoond,  J.  Johntos, 
Brigham. 

Two  years  old  coaching  gelding  or  filly,  W.  Colemsn,  Frtis- 
thorpe ;  second,  J.  Taylor,  jun.,  Bniion'Asnies. 

One  vear  old  coaching  gelding  or  filly,  Mr.  Fiercy,  Gtitoa, 
Driffield;  second,  M.  Rounding,  Fraisthorpe. 

Three  years  old  coaching  filly,  J.  Johnson ;  seoond,  B. 
Lowish,  Haisthorpe. 

Hackney  mare  and  foal,  W.  M^or,  Sledmere ;  second,  F. 
Jordan's  executors. 

Two  years  old  hackney  gelding  or  filly,  T.  B.  Wihos, 
Folkton ;  seoond,  H.  Crompton,  Rnston  Parva. 

Mare  and  foal  for  agricultural  purposes,  Mrs.  SoiUi, 
Bempton ;  seoond,  W.  Miiner,  Lissett 

Horse  or  mare  for  agricultural  purposes,  G.  Angas,  Bceford 
Grange ;  second,  H.  C.  Babington,  Bridlington. 

Two  years  old  agricultural  gelding  or  filly,  6.  Angu; 
seoond,  J.  Saith. 

One  year  old  agricultural  gelding  or  filly,  R.  DstUoo, 
Bempton. 

Pair  of  horses,  either  sex,  for  agricultural  purposes,  J. 
Simpson. 

Nag  or  mare  pon^ 
Watkinsou,  Hull ;  second,  J.  W.  Jordan,  North  Barton, 

Stallion  for  hunters,  H.  S.  Constable,  Wassand ;  second,  W. 
Shaw,  Skipton. 

Stallion  for  roadsters,  T.  Brown,  Bntterwick ;  seeosd,  P. 
Triffit,  Holme-on-Spalding  Moor. 

Stallion  for  coach  horses,  J .  Stockdale,  Skeme ;  seeond,  W. 
Hance,  Garton. 

Stallion  for  agricultural  purposes,  W.  Simpkin,  Bortoa 
Agnes ;  second,  J.  Johnson,  Bempton. 

Fonr  jrears  old  hunting  mare  or  gelding,  W.  Myeri,  Ulrooe; 
1,  Cottingham. 

SPECIAL  FEIZB8. 

A  silver  cup,  for  the  best  hunting  mare  or  gelding  fonr  yesn 
old  or  upwards,  Henry  Jewison,  Raisthorpe ;  second,  J.  S. 
Darrell,  West  Ayton. 

A  silver  cup,  for  the  best  three  years  old  coachinjr  gelding, 
R.  Omler,  Park  House,  Gembling;  second,  J.  Thofflpsoa. 
Mount  Pleasant,  Bisliop  Burton. 

A  silver  cup,  for  the  best  hackney  mare  or  geUisg  of  ao; 
age,  J.  Robson,  Rose  VUla,  OU  Malton ;  second,  W.  Stephen. 
son,  Cottingham. 

A  silver  cup,  for  the  best  hunting  mare  or  gelding  foor  yean 
old  and  upwards,  J.  S.  Darrell ;  second,  J.  £>bson. 

A  silver  cup,  for  ponies  not  exceeding  14  hands  high,  n> 
Simpkin,  Burton  Agnes ;  second,  Mr.  Medcalf,  Bridliagtos. 

PIGS. 

Boar,  large  breed,  G.  Chapman,  Seamer;  second,  0. 
Chapman. 

Sow  or  gilt,  krge  breed,  J.  Thompson,  Seamer;  seeosd,  0. 
Chapman. 

Boar,  middle  breed,  G.  Chapman ;  second,  0.  Chapman. 

Sow  or  gilt,  middle  breed,  G.  Chapman ;  second,  0. 
Chapman. 

Cottager*s  pig,  R.  Atkinson,  Seamer. 

ExTiu  Stock.^  J.  Thompson,  Seamer. 


nryci 
d,W 


second,  W.  Stephenson,  Cottingham. 
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THE    YORKSHIRE    AGRICULTURAL    SOCIETY. 
MEETING    AT    WAKEFIELD. 


The  hone,  as  the  cbaracter  of  our  reports  will  serve  to 
ihov,  is  becoming  more  and  more  the  hero  of  these  oc- 
casions ;  as,  indeed,  at  the  North  Country  meetings  a 
Toy  kige  proportion  of  the  visitors  would  seem  to  have 
no  other  object  in  view.    The  talk  of  people  as  they  jour- 
nej  to  and  Iro— for  no  one  who  could  possibly  avoid  it 
efer  thoaght  of  staying  in  Wakefield— turns  almost  alto- 
gether on  the  four-year-old  class  or  the  entry  for  the 
Badsworth  Hunt  Cup.    Nor  did  the  disposition  of  the 
show-ground    serve    very    materially    to    correct    this 
propensity.    So    admirably    arranged,    as    usual,    was 
the  trial   ring,   that    men   settled    themselves   by  its 
side  forthwith,   or    took    their    seats    in    the    Stand, 
resolred  not  to  have  their  attention  in  any  way  dis- 
tneted  from  the  great  business  of  the  day.    There  was,  to 
be  rare,  in  an  adjoining  inclosure  a  very  creditable  dis- 
plsj,  as  times  go,  of  Shorthorn  cattle,  but   it  would  be 
almost  impossible  to  convey  an  idea  of  how  little  interest 
was  taken  in  this  section  of  the  proceedings.     Some  dozen 
ortwooflistJeas-looking  gentlemen  watched  the  wards, 
tolerably  proof  against  the  attractions  of  the  other  circle ; 
but  even  these  spoke  more  of  stock  just  shipped  for 
Canada  than  of  the  animals  paraded  before  them.    Further 
afield  there  were  Leicestera  and  Lincolns,  and  big  whites 
and  Berkshirea,  but  beyond  an  anxious  exhibitor  or  so,  it 
is  doabtful   whether    anybody    ever    inspected    such 
"  kind  of  cattle,"     unless  he  had    lost    his    way    on 
a  nin    through     the    horse  boxes.     He    must    have 
been  a  very    keen  hand  who  faced  the  opposite  hill 
where  the  implement  stands  were  arranged ;  as,  in  fact, 
however  good  the  intention,  he  would  most  probably 
he  stopped  in  the   outset  by  a  glimpse  of  the  Captain 
on  Borderer,  or  of  his  "very  faithful  servant"  vainly 
endesvouring  to  get  Bon  Juan's  head  into  its  proper  place. 
As  usual  the  shedding  and  boxes  were  capital,  for 
horses  cannot  be  better  cared  for  than  at  the  Yorkshire 
Agricultural  Society's  meeting.    But  those  who  have  to 
get  these  up  go  to  work  in  a  very  different  way,  as  regards 
i  s.  d.,  to  that  of  the  Royal  Society's  people.    For  at 
Beverley  last  year  it  cost  this  Society  £856  13s.  9d.  for 
boxes  and  stalla  for  389  horses,  while  the  Royal  Society 
in  the  same  year  at  Manchester  pay  £1,185  98.  Id.  for 
bousing  396  entries  1    Verily  there  is  nothing  easier  than 
aquandering  money  ;  but  surely  a  £100  or  two  may  be 
apared  out  of  this  aa  prizes  for  thorough-bred  stallions 
and  hunters  without  stinting  the  workmen,  during  the 
'netioD,  of  iced  champagne  or  any  other  delicacy  of  the 
Mason.    The  Wakefiela  horse  ring  might  have  been  better 
«oingwiih  a  little  tan,  aa  it  was  very  slippery  in  places,  while 
there  was  not  quite  the  care  paid  to  the  numbering  of  the 
horses  as  we  have  seen,  for  several  came  in  without  any 
oaniber,  and  others  only  ticketed  on  one  side  the  head, 
while  many  numbers  were  flapping  about  like  the  direc- 
tion on  a  flying  hamper,  and  others  so  crumpled  as  to 
be  quite  illegible.     In  other  respects  everything  was  in 
the  customary  apple-pie  order.    Instead  of  two  sets  of 
jodges  going  to  work  on  the  first  dcy,  as  of  yore,  there 
was  only  one,  as  the  agricultural  bench  did  not  com- 
mence their  duties  until  the  Thursday.    As  the  public  pay 
more  than  double  on  the  first  day,  we  think  they  should 
he  shown  aa  much  as  could  be,  time  being  precious, 
for  many  a  Camihar  show-going  fiice  that  was  in  the 
•Und  or  roniid  the  ring  on  the  Wednesday  was  not 


to  be  met  with  on  the  Thursday.    Aa  a  show,  for  York- 
shire even,  it  was  good,  but  not  so  grand  in  many  classes 
as  we  have  seen.    For  instance,  there  have  been  better 
thorough-bred,  coaching  and  roadster  stallions,  and  hunt- 
ing and  roadster  brood  mares,  and  we  think  a  better  lot 
of  hunters  at  Beverley.    We  are  not  judging  them  by 
the  winner  of  the  Badsworth  prize,  as  if  he  were  the 
best  they  were  poor  indeed,  for  his  action  in  his  slow 
paces  is  that  of  a  hack  or  machiner.     In  a  gig  or  dog 
cart  we  will  allow  he  would  be  grand,  but  no  one  would 
cry  ahame  on  seeing  him  between  the  shafts,  as  in  hia 
gflLllop  he  labours  and  does  not  get  his  forelegs  away,  but 
goes  as  round  as  a  Dutch  cheese — action  that  looks  more 
like  turning  a  churn  than  living  with  hounds.    We  have 
had  on  Oliver  Cromwell's  helmet,  and  slept  in  the  same 
bed  as  Queen  Elizabeth,  as  well  as  shaken  hands  with  the 
man  that  refused  two  thousand  guineas  for  a  cow,  but 
never  did  we  dream  of  travelling  from  London  to  Wake- 
field to  see  a  neat  gig  horse  awarded  a  hundred  guinea 
hunter  prize.    "  The  Cap'un  is  getting  fond  of  his  mount, 
and  yon  bay  will  have  the  prize,  if  the  auld  'un  ever  tirea 
of  riding  him  round,"  says  one.     "  Ah !  he  is  a  good  'un 
is  yon  bay.     You  cannot  stick  a  bad  u'n  into  Master 
Sammy,"  rejoins  another.     Then  the  Captain  mounts 
horse  after  horse,  and  our  neighbours  prophesy  each  will 
have  the  "  prize,"  forthe  Captain  is  as  fond  of  a  ride  aa  a 
lad  on  a  ronnd-about,  and  to  these  interminable  gyrationa 
smacking  of  the  whirlpool,  are  we  indebted  for  the  extra- 
ordinary verdict  given  in  for  the  Badsworth  Hunt  cup,  aa 
we  think  such  doings  would  muddle  the  heads  of  Biinos, 
Rhadamanthus,  and  ^cus,  saying  nothing  of  any  ordi- 
nary men.     It  is  a  grand  ckss,  this  for  the  cup,  with  at 
least  fifty  horses,  and  many  very  taking  ones  as  hunters. 
The  judges  have  a  difficult  task  before  them,  and  goboldlv 
to  work  by  drafting  at  one  fell  swoop  more  than  half 
of  them,  though  some  of  the  drafted  strike  us  as  looking 
more  like  hunters  than  several  left  in ;  but  such  is  the 
chance  of  war.     Round  they  go  again,  and  ten  more  have 
got  their  ticketa  of  leave,  that  neat  quiet  horseman,  Mr 
Jacob  Smith,  trying  all  he  knows,  with  his  fine  hands, 
to  win  the  eye  of  a  judge*,  but  it's  no  go,  and  oat  he 
goes  as  their  whipper-in,  without  creating  a  "  sensation," 
although  mounted  on  a  lofty  chesnut  of  that  name.     Six 
more  are  on  the  retiring  list,  Mr.  Jewison's  chesnut  mare 
Marigold  being  one  of  them,  and  as  good  a  galloper  aa 
any  of  the  fifty.    Now  eight  are  left  in  to  fight  it  out : 
Loiterer,  Julius,  Cowthorpe,  Don  Juan,  Young  Artillery, 
Brian  Bom,  The  Knight,  and  Chorister.    The  Captain 
is  up  again,  on  the  powerful-framed  fiddle-headed  Knight, 
of  Driffield  and  Bridlington  renown,  and  now  Mr.  Elliott, 
a  good  horseman,  jumps  up,  but  never  did  we  see  any  man 
try  so  hard  to  be  on  bad  terms  with  his  mounts.    Aa  thert 
are  whispers  as  to  the  Knight's  wind,  a  rare  dreasiug  the 
poor  fiddle-headed  fellow  comes  in  for.    It  was  an  un- 
seemly sight  in  a  ahow-ring,  and  such  things  ou^ht  to  be 
left  to  the  veterinarian,  as  it  must  be  tantalizing  in  the  ex- 
treme for  an  owner  to  see  his  horse  kicked,  thumped,  jagged, 
and  jerked  abont  as  the  Knight  waa.    Now  they  are  on  to 
Julius,  by  Orpheus,  not  unknown  to  the  show-yard,  but 
more  often  in  the  entries  than  in  the  flesh.    Here  he  oomea 
going  with  his  nose  poked  out,  more  like  a  crocodile 
than  a  hunter,  and  his  white  heels  never  under  him ;  in 
fact^  he  18  a  washy  sort  of  loose  i^med  horsfi  that 
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ythen  extended,  looking  at  his  nose  aud  heels,  if  it  be 
possible  to  take  them  in  at  once,  seems  as  long  as  the 
Great  Eastern,  and  to  take  almost  as  much  time  to 
wear  round.  Then  Juan,  a  better  framed  nag,  although 
we  fiincied  they  both  went  gingerly  behind,  more  especiafiy 
after  standing  still,  is  all  wrong  in  his  neck,  and  as  hu 
head  is  not  in  the  right  place,  in  form  he  cannot  be  a 
hunter,  as  we  have  said  from  the  day  he  was  first  shown. 
He  is  very  well  steered  by  "Auld  Bob."  The  white- 
legged  bay  goes  all  round  like  a  hunter,  and  if  Loiterer 
codd  moTc  like  the  second  at  Manchester  we  would  sing 
his  praises  all  the  day  long,  for  the  Young  Artillery  horse 
wants  just  a  dash  more  blood ;  but,  nevertheless,  he  is  a 
most  useful  one,  and,  no  doubt  about  it,  the  best  goer  of  the 
eight,  while  many  think  he  will  be  there  or  thereabouts, 
although  to  give  Chorister,  the  second  at  Ripon,  his  due, 
the  judges  never  mounted  him.  The  Captain  appears  to 
be  over  sweet  on  the  Young  Artillery  horse,  and  prevails 
on  Mr.  Elliott  to  get  up,  who  commences  with  one  of  his 
ferocious  jerks,  to  see  if  he  can  pull  the  horse  off  his 
legs,  we  suppose,  or  try  if  his  mouth  is  of  iron,  brass,  or 
adamantine  rock.  The  lengthy  short-legged  powerful 
Cowthorpe,  though  a  bit  shelly,  a  loose  goer,  and  of  a  bad 
colour,  is  a  big-framed  growing  animal,  in  his  fifth  year, 
that  we  shall  expect  to  see  again  in  better  form.  Brian 
Bom  the  judges  don't  take  to,  or  send  along  like  his 
owner,  who  rides  sixteen  stone.  But  it's  over,  and  Mr. 
Booth  leads  him  away  something  after  the  fashion  Sam 
Chifney  did  Young  Rowlon  after  a  Derby  of  our  younger 
days.  Colonel  Markham's  old  grey  was  of  a  rare  mould,  but 
we  have  not  space  to  give  a  word  for  all  the  good  looking 
ones  or  prize  horses  we  ticked,  and  as  we  could  not  catch 
the  numbers  of  some  it  would  be  unfair,  but  we  have  no 
doubt  another  set  of  judges  might  select  half-a-dozen  or 
more  among  them  and  give  quite  as  much  satisfaction  as 
those  put  on  the  prize  list. 

With  nineteen  in  the  flesh  out  of  an  entry  of  twenty-six, 
the  four-year-olds  made  a  very  good  show,  including  Com- 
rade and  Borderer,  the  first  and  second  at  Islington,  and 
Mr.  Faddison's  bay  by  Epicurean,  who  beat  Comrade  and 
Borderer  at  Sleaford,  Comrade  playing  second  and  Bor- 
derer only  coming  for  a  commendation.  The  Islington 
horses  are  now  the  property  of  the  Master  of  the  Rufford, 
and  Borderer  here  turns  the  tables  on  both  his  rivals, 
as  we  described  him  when  second  at  Islington  as  ''a  very 
good-looking,  hunting-like  horse  of  Mr.  Booth's,"  since 
when  he  has  greatly  improved,  while  Comrade  we  de- 
scribed as  more  of  a  charger.  Still  the  Sleaford  bench 
reward  the  charger  as  a  hunter,  and  only  commended 
Borderer,  while  here  Comrade  is  drafted,  not  that  that 
matters  much,  as  with  him  goes  a  thorough-bred, 
hunting-like  horse,  with  great  thighs,  that  the  judges 
do  not  condescend  to  look  at,  although  as  slash- 
ing a  goer  as  ever  came  into  a  show-yard.  This  is 
Goneaway,  by  Cape  Flyaway,  and  the  property  of  Lord 
Fqversham.  Then  Sir  George  Cholmley's  Brunswick 
looked  like  a  used-up  swell  that  never  had  any  life  or  go 
in  him ;  while  Mr.  Xendall's  Falcon  could  move,  though 
raw  and  common- looking,  and  he  was  honoured  by  being 
kept  in  by  the  judges,  for  which  act  of  courtesy  Falcon 
had  a  great  inclination  to  treat  them  as  four-corner  pins, 
and  attempted  several  swoops  among  them.  The  third, 
with  a  name  now  getting  as  common  as  Albert,  is  a  big 
lazy,  deep-topped,  bad  shouldered  horse  and  no  mover, 
that  looks  like  laying  on  you  if  he  fell,  so  that  you  would 
"  always  find  a  protector  in  Lothair,"  as  they  say  in  the 
play.  It  may  be  added,  that  on  the  objection  of  Mr. 
Clarke,  of  Howden,  Comrade  was  disqualified  by  the 
Sleaford  Veterinarian  as  lame,  although  two  at  least  of  the 
Judges  are  ready  to  say  he  was  not.  The  first  and  second 
four-year-old  fillies  were  fair  samples,  the  first  having 
more  power  and  the  second  the  best  action;  while  the 


third  of  Mr.  Robson's  had  not  much  form,  and  Mr.  Wel< 
fitt's  Colleen  was  remarkable  for  great  bargey  buttocb 
besides  going  wide  behind.  Dandy,  a  gentlemanlj' 
looking  three-year-old,  by  Angelus,  has  a  litUe  too  mnch 
light  under  him  towards  the  stifle;  bnt  the  second  waj 
a  deep-framed  one ;  and  the  third  a  powerful-looking  colt, 
bnt  lacking  quality,  and  a  trifle  deficient  in  boae  belov 
the  knee  for  his  grand  top.  The  three-year-old  fillies 
were  poor,  and  only  half  a  dozen  of  them,  the  third,  Miss 
Annie,  having  taken  a  second  at  Thirsk.  The  two-year- 
olds  were  a  trifle  better,  Portland  being  a  lathy  colt,  wiUi 
breed ;  and  Hugh,  by  Strathem,  of  Csir  form ;  while  Tom 
Bennett  waa  a  rather  leggy  brown,  showing  blood,  but 
shortish  in  his  quarters.  The  celebrated  Go-ahead  wis 
again  to  the  fore  in  hunting  brood  mares ;  but  Heliotrope, 
who  we  said  when  third  at  Oxford  and  second  at  Sleaford 
had  a  slice  too  much  of  the  coacher  in  her,  was  unnoticed. 
The  second  and  third  were  nice  mares,  the  third  Ming 
off  a  trifle  in  her  quarters,  but  she  has  great  qosUty  with 
a  nice  forehand.  The  thoroughbred  stallions,  always  an 
interesting  class,  are  not  quite  up  to  Yorkshire  form,  but 
still  comprise  Stampedo  by  Alarm,  Grand  Master  by  The 
Great  Unknown,  Volturno  by  Codrington,  The  Provost 
by  Dundee,  Bertie  by  Newminster,  Scholoff  by  The 
Cossack,  Laughing  Stock  by  Stockwell,  Sincerity  by  Bed 
Hart,  Poynton  by  Poynton,  Preceptor  by  RataplM.  Kows- 
ham  by  King  Tom,  Spendthrift  by  Wild  Dayrdl,  and  An- 
cient Briton  by  Cotherstone.  Cragune,  a  grey  coachy- 
looking  animal  was  also  in  the  class ;  but  Redoubt,  aad 
Vansittart  by  Young  Melbourne  were  absentees.  The 
contest  was  between  Stampedo,  Sincerity,  Laughing  Stock, 
and  Grand  Master.  The  first  on  the  list  is  Stampedo, 
with  the  white  face  of  his  sire,  and  a  winner,  if  we  recol- 
lect, of  the  Northamptonshire  Stakes,  that  we  afterwards 
saw  sold  at  the  old  Tattersaira,  accompanied  by  hii 
dam  and  an  Irish  Birdcatcher  mare  that  went  to  Eltham. 
He  was  then  in  training,  and  Captain  Skipworth 
now  puts  away  his  long  tail  with  his  stick  to  show  Mr. 
Elliott  and  Mr.  Parrington — own  brother  to  Secretary  who 
is  acting  for  the  absentee,  Mr.  Milne — ^his  curby  hoch, 
which  when  in  training  were  fearfully  blemisbei 
But  he  is  not  the  flrst  that  could  go  with  such  infirmiti» 
for  Master  Frederic  a  steeplechaser  and  hurdle  racer, 
about  whom  there  was  such  a  row,  was  one  of  many,  we  it- 
collect,  with  much  worse  hocks  than  Stampedo,  that  could 
go  through  dirt  like  a  Ransome  or  a  Howard,  as  could 
that  wiry  gelding  British  Yeoman,  that  Jem  Mason  lored 
to  ride,  and  that,  like  Stampedo,  inherited  none  of  the 
best  hocks  from  his  dam.  But  these  are  exceptions  to 
the  legion  of  beautifully-made  horses  which,  as  with 
Achilles,  are  invulnerable  eveiywhere  but  just  in  that 
most  important  part.  If  it  were  not  for  his  hocks, 
the  white-faced  brown,  with  his  quality,  must  have  won 
in  a  canter,  what  with  his  grand,  lengthy,  muscnlar 
frame,  good  short  limbs,  and  really  capital  foreleg- 
action  —  so  different  firom  Laughing  Stock's  fibbing 
pump-handle  work,  which  is  all  very  well  when  running 
up  and  down  a  market-place  as  a  bait  for  a  London  dealer. 
Smcerity  looked  better  than  at  Oxford,  but  wants  a  httlc 
more  quality ;  as  we  quite  ac^ree  with  transposing  the 
Oxford  verdict,  and  putting  him  before  Laughing  Stock,  a 
horse  that  we  do  not  believe  in  at  all.  The  nicely-formed 
Grand  Master  we  have  seen  in  better  company  take  a 
higher  place;  but  he  goes  more  hobbling  than  c«r. 
Then  Sir  George  Cholmley  appears  to  have  a  fondnws 
for  wide,  straddling  hind-leg-action  and  weak,  cnrby 
hocks,  as  he  is  now  the  owner  of  the  otherwise  good- 
looking  and  taking  Volturno,  There  is  something  taking 
about  old  Schuloff,  while  Bertie  looks  more  like  getting 
racing  galloways  than  weight-carrying  hunters,  and  Cape 
Flyaway  has  some  quality  and  good  points,  if  heavy 
at  the  pointe  of  his  shoulders,  aad  with  his  tail  not  set 
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OD  but  tacked  into  Ids  ramp  like  that  of  a  rocking-horse. 
Popton  is  a  coach-horse ;  Rowsham  has  had  ankles,  and 
we  are  not  in  love  with  him;  while  the  wiry-looking 
Ancient  Briton  is  also  bad  in  his  ankles,  and  with  his 
light,  hollow-backed  middle  and  length  of  leg,  anything 
but  a  show-horse.  The  others  rather  weakened  the 
rlas3  than  strengthened  it,  except  in  numbers.  On 
the  whole,  hocks  and  aU,  we  go  with  the  verdict. 

There  were  only  eight  coaching  stallions  to  twenty-one 
at  Bcrerley  hnt  year ;  bnt  then  the  stylish-looking  well- 
known  Emperor,  who  was  second  there,  was  here,  with- 
oat  doabt,  at  the  head  of  the  poll ;  while  the  third  at 
Beverley,  Tramp,  took  the  same  position  here,  having  to 
make  room  for  Kichmond,  a  very  level  good-limbed  pro- 
miuDg  three-year-old  of  Mr.  Holmes',  out  of  his  old 
mare  Betsy,  who  took  the  all-EngUmd  prize  at  Battersea. 
The  mares  only  mastered  four,  the  first  being  a  nicely- 
formed  one,  and  a  winner  of  a  few  prizes ;  while  the  se- 
cond was  of  a  good  monld  on  a  short  leg.  There  were 
ie?eral  capital  specimens  in  the  two-and-three-year-old 
coaching  geldings  and  fillies;  in  fact,  the  bad  were 
iearce,  but  then  they  did  not  ranster  more  than  sixteen 
in  all.  The  roadsters,  in  force,  were  about  half  as  strong 
aa  at  Beverley,  there  being  only  ten  stallions  to  seventeen 
there,  and  a  horse.  Lord  Derby,  unnoticed  at  Beverley, 
«^  placed  first  here.  He  is  of  fair  form,  a  little  over  at 
hi»  shonlder-point,  and  back  at  his  knees ;  but  he  can 
more.  Shepherd  F.  Knapp,  the  well-known  American 
trotter,  who  now  stands  at  Myton  Hall,  was  thought 
bj  the  Beverley  bench  to  be  the  best  in  a  mnch  superior 
lot;  a  verdict  that  many  coincided  with,  but  here 
he  was  scarcely  noticed !  He  is  a  horse  that  wants 
showing,  and  when  the  Msg'or  purchased  him  we  think 
he  should  have  bargained  for  "  Mac"  also,  as  if  he 
be  not  properly  shown,  it  is  something  like  having  Punch 
and  expecting  him  to  be  funny  without  engaging  the 
gentleman  who  does  the  hoity-toity  business.  Com- 
mander-in-Chief is  a  big  brown  three-year-old,  on  a  short 
leg,  that  struck  us  as  being  too  hig^  for  the  purpose,  and 
deficient  of  roadster  character;  and  we  were  better 
pleased  with  the  size,  form,  and  action  of  Bkzeaway,  who 
went  all  round;  or  Bay  President  from  Malton,  a  horse  of 
qoallty,  form,  and  action,  who  has  that  peculiar 
rattling  or  chockling  noise  in  the  sheath  when  run 
np  and  down.  In  a  dass  of  four  our  great  aversion, 
Hammering  Polly  from  Sledmere,  was  the  chosen. 

The  three-year-old  roadster,  hackney,  or  pony  geldings 
and  fillies  were  an  ordinary  lot,  that  one  may  get  a  sight 
of  eyery  day,  as  the  ploughman  said  of  the  vegetables 
when  handing  up  his  pUte  to  the  squire  for  the  fourth 
helping  of  beef.  "Don't  you  eat  vegetables,  John?" 
"  No,  zor ;  I  can  get  a  sight  of  them  everv  day  in  the 
»eek."  In  a  very  good  class  Mr.  Homsby  s  grand  old 
mure  Beda  had  to  play  second  to  Fugleman,  a  lengthy 
»trong  cob  in  roadsters,  up  to  fourteen  stone ;  while  in 
those  up  to  twelve  stone,  the  neat  lady-like  mare  Mar- 
F^Krite,  with  park  action,  won;  the  second  being  a 
powerful  cob  of  Mr.  Holmes',  that  with  another  dash  of 
blood  would  be  more  valuable,  though  still  a  very  useful 
animal ;  the  third  was  a  nice  one,  and  Mr.  Homsby's,  Odd 
Trick,  was  anything  bnt  a  bad  one.  There  was  a  good 
class  of  ponies  under  fourteen  and  a-half,  and  three  little 
things  Quder  twelve  and  a-half  hands. 

Of  agricultural  horses  there  was  a  good  display,  com- 
mencing with  a  grand  class  of  eighteen  stallions.  Lin- 
<*olaBhirc,  a  one-eared  horse  and  a  great  prize-taker  in 
Yorkshire,  that  beat  Honest  Tom  at  Beverley  last  year, 
heiog  quite  lost  and  almost  appearing  as  a  pony  among 
them.  But  certainly  it  struck  us  that  these  horses, 
ftoQgh  active,  were  more  dray  horses  than  form  horses. 
The  first,  Nonsach,has  as  good  a  head  as  \*as  ever  put  on 
a  earl  horse,  for  he  has  less  of  the  dray  horse  than  the 


others  and  a  grand  forehand,  with  a  capital  middle  on 
good  short  limbs,  and  if  there  be  anything  to  attract  the 
eye  from  his  beautiftil  even  form  it  is  a  rather  goosey 
rump.  He  beat  Lincolnshire  at  Thirsk  the  other  day. 
The  second,  Clydesdale  Tom,  is  a  deep,  thick-set,  short- 
legged  horse,  not  a  lively  mover,  especially  behind ;  while 
the  third,  Active,  was  a  powerful  handsome  roan. 

In  the  three-year-olds  Royal  Duchess,  who 
we  noticed  in  our  Sleaford  and  Oxford 
report  was  first,  the  second  being  an  active  filly  of 
fair  form  but  rather  high  on  the  leg,  while  Bonny  is  a 
very  powerful  lass,  In  a  capital  mixed  class  of  four-year- 
old  fillies  and  geldings,  with  some  really  handsome  animals 
among  them.  Diamond,  a  winner  we  were  told  of  a  hun- 
dred prizes,  and  a  deep,  lengthy,  short-legged  bkck  mare, 
quite  a  model,  that  the  most  particular  would  scarcely  wish 
to  alter,  went  to  the  fore  as  active  as  a  kitten ;  followed  by 
Warwick,  a  beautifully-made  chesnut,  whom  we  have  seen 
before,  and  Mr.  Brierley  had  also  a  very  handsome  grey, 
Sensation,  who  moved  as  light  as  a  coach  horse,  and  that 
we  noticed  at  Birmingham,  is  a  little  back  at  the 
knee  and  deficient  of  bone.  The  third,  Nancy,  another 
grey,  is  a  very  good-looking  one  aa  well  as  a  mover, 
but  injured  about  one  of  her  hocks.  There  was  a  small 
but  good  class  of  black  brood  mares  and  foals — real  York- 
shire— ^with  one  chesunt  among  them,  viz.,  Mr.  Statter's 
Panny,  by  Lincolnshire,  that  was  first  at  Beverley  last 
year,  but  now  unnoticed.  Mr.  Hutchinson's  Darling  was 
a  model,  if  all  right. 

As  times  go  we  have  said  the  Wakefield  was  a  credit- 
able show  of  Shorthorns,  but  no  doubt  it  is  a  weak  year, 
in  the  way  at  least  of  exhibition  stock ;  while  there  are 
authorities  who  maintain  that  although  we  breed  more 
we  do  not  breed  such  grand  specimens  of  the  Durham  as 
we  did.  Or  put  it  in  another  light,  the  absence  of  such  a 
name  as  that  of  Mr.  Booth  from  the  lists  makes  a  great 
hole  that  is  not  easilv  filled  up  ;  although  clearly  the  best 
show  Shorthorn  of  his  time  was  at  Wakefield.  This  is 
Mr.  Brierley's  Bolivar,  who  came  on  from  Oxford  and 
Sleaford  in  rare  bloom,  and  in  turn  took  the  first  prize  of 
his  class,  another  prize  as  the  best  of  all  the  bulls,  and 
the  £50  cup  as  the  best  Shorthorn  in  any  of  the  classes. 
He  had,  in  truth,  but  one  competitor,  and  this  was  Queen 
of  Rosalea  for  the  cup,  a  cow  that  at  six  years  old  is  still 
improving  in  the  most  marvellous  manner,  fining  rather 
than  growing  coarse  as  she  once  threatened  to,  and  now  pre- 
senting a  very  handsome  if  not  actually  elegant  appearance. 
Bnt  then  Mr.  Ward  is  a  most  wonderful  manager.  IIo 
is  now  out  with  his  troop  for  the  season,  bound  still  fur- 
ther north,  and  the  more  they  travel  the  more  they  are 
knocked  about,  only  all  the  better  do  they  look  ;  so  that 
there  must  be  something  very  sound  in  the  system. 
Thus  we  never  fancied  Bythis  so  much  as  we  did  at 
Wakefield,  for  he  really  seems  to  have  got  more  level  in 
the  interim,  although  of  course  the  Oxford  "  mistake " 
was  corrected  at  Sleaford,  where  three  such  men  as  Mr. 
Drewry,  Mr.  Sanday,  and  Mr.  Charles  Howard,  placed 
Heydon  Duke  before  Bythis.  But  the  Yorkshire  Society 
once  more  afforded  a  Court  of  Appeal,  more  particdarly 
as  the  three  Royal  prize  yearlings  were  all  sent  on,  and 
a  fresh  bench  placed  these  precisely  as  they  had  finished  at 
Oxford— that  is,  Bythis  Jtrst,  Lord  Irwin  second,  and 
Heydon  Duke  third.  It  should  be  stated,  moreover,  that 
neither  Mr.  Atkinson  nor  Mr.  Parker  had  previously 
seen  any  of  these  animals,  while  the  third  judge,  Mr. 
George  Game,  who  knew  the  three  well  enough,  kept 
his  opinions  to  himself  until  his  colleagues  had  declared,, 
and  then  the  decision  was  found  to  be  unanimous.  Nor' 
are  we  disposed  to  quarrel  with  this.  As  our  Sleaford. 
report  of  last  week  said,  "  travelling  does  not  seem  to 
agree  with  Heydon  Duke,  or  his  trainer  has  not  the 
knack  of  keeping  him  in  condition,"  an^ever  certainly 
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has  a  beast  gone  to  pieces  so  rapidly.  He  showed  more 
faults  at  Wakefield  than  we  should  have  imagined  he 
conld  have  developed ;  he  has  lost  his  flesh,  faUen  terribly 
flat  in  his  sides,  got  bare  above,  and  but  for  a  certain 
style  and  quality  conld  scarcely  have  finished  where  he 
did.  We  always  liked  Mr.  Linton's  white,  a  very  neat 
young  bull  that  has  only  to  thicken  to  grow  into  the 
best  of  the  three  yet.  At  the  same  time,  we  are  quite 
willing  to  allow  that  the  Oxford  "  mistake"  is  now  by  no 
means  so  glaring  as  it  then  appeared  to  be,  while  by  public 
appraisement  the  merits  of  the  two  bulls  are  so  far  exactly 
equal.  Thus  at  Saffron  Walden,  Ileydon  Duke  beat 
Bythis,  at  Oxford  Bythis  beat  Heydon  Duke,  at  Sleaford 
Heydon  Duke  beat  Bythis,  and  at  Wakefield  Bythis  beat 
Heydon  Duke.  Never  was  there  a  finer  illustration  of 
turn  and  turn  and  about ;  but  it  should  end  here,  at  least 
for  the  present,  and  the  Duke  be  booked  back  for  Essex 
by  the  next  Express  up. 

In  the  old  class  Lord  St.  Leonards  from  Mr.  Fawkes* 
herd,  a  good  deep  bull  of  fine  character,  but  not  very 
level,  beat  Bolivar's  half-brother  Charlie  for  second,  al- 
though the  red  has  grown  into  a  very  handsome  beast 
forward,  if  he  fails  behind,  standing  very  in  and  bad  on 
his  hocks.  The  judges  added  no  commendation  in  the 
return  for  this  class  of  five  only,  and  so  left  out  Robin,  a 
stylish  but  slack  bull  that  was  put  above  Charlie  at  the 
Lincolnshire  show  in  the  previous  week.  With  nice  dis- 
crimination the  council  gave  the  smallest  money  prize  for 
bulls  to  the  worst  lot,  that  of  two-year-olds,  where  the 
very  moderate  Baron  Hubback  won,  although  we  infinitely 
prefer  the  second.  Prince  Leopold,  who  is  fulfilling  all 
nis  early  promise,  and  growing  into  a  straight,  lengthy, 
broad  bull,  combining  some  fashion  with  much  use. 
With  Mr.  Stratton  out  of  the  way  the  bull  calves  were 
very  much  in  the  same  order  as  at  Oxford,  Mr.  Dudding's 
"  lengthy  and  stylish"  Robin  Hood  again  winning,  and 
the  Oxford  Butterflies  having  the  next  best  of  it.  Then 
Lady  Ann  was  again  next  to  Queen  of  Rosalea;  but 
Lady's  Slipper,  an  extraordinary  cow  at  eleven  years 
old,  who  has  preserved  much  of  lier  shape,  has  a  great 
bag,  and  is  again  in-calf,  was  put  out  by  a  plain,  paunchy, 
white  heifer,  very  narrow  and  mean  behind — the  worst 
decision  of  the  day ;  although  the  judges  had  the  grace 
to  highly  commend  Lady's  Slipper  and  a  couple  of  nice 
cows  from  Mr.  Bradbnm's  herd.  The  Double  Butterfly 
three-year-old,  or  two  off,  does  not  look  like  training 
on  ;  and  Windsor's  Butterfly,  her  second,  a  coarse  heifer 
with  not  much  of  the  Butterfly  about  her,  still  again  beat 
some  of  the  home-bred  Butterflies,  of  which  they  seemed 
to  have  picked  over  a  sample  for  Wakefield,  some  of  the 
entry  not  being  sent.  Vesper  Qoeen,  the  third  in  the 
grand  Royal  ckss  of  yearlings,  with  her  two  five-hundred- 
guinoas  superiors  shipped  off,  here  succeeded  to  first 
place ;  and  a  thick  good-bodied  Leifer  she  is,  but  with 
her  head  tapering  away  very  narrow  to  her  nose,  and 
somewhat  mean  in  the  finish  off  of  her  quarters.  The 
Branches  Dame  Swift  is  coarse  and  common,  and  not  nearly 
so  good  to  look  on  as  Mr.  Brierley's  Seraph,  or  the  highly 
commended  Concert  from  Osberton,  where  they  are 
getting  on  again  with  another  herd.  Their  Flenr-de-Lis, 
indeed,  the  best  heifer  calf  at  Sleaford,  was  here  a  close 
second  to  Baron  Oxford's  Duchess,  first  at  Oxford ;  while 
a  very  handsome  telling  heifer,  bred  by  Migor  Stapylton, 
was  third  in  a  class  so  generally  good  that  everything  shown 
was  commended.  And  then  the  dam  of  the  best  heifer- 
calf.  Duchess  of  Lancaster  2nd,  was  declared  to  be  the 
best  dairy  cow ;  the  Foljambe  Rosebud,  which  was 
best  at  Beverley,  being  now  nothing  more  than  bag  and 
bones,  or  a  bag  of  bones,  and,  of  course,  not  as  such  to 
be  esteemed  by  ShoHhorn  judges.  The  Aldemeys  or 
OTerseys  were  nearly  all  fawns,  and  nearly  aU  coarse  in 
their  character.      Is  there  anything  in  this,   for  Mr. 


Dauncey's  fawns  were  generally  coarse  ?  aad  they  sesm  to 
breed  a  number  of  their  own  Aldemeys  in  Yorkshire. 

The  Leicester  judges  came  back  to  the  Royal  reading,  aad 
put  Mr.  Borton's  ram,   first  at  Oxford  and  nowhere  at 
Sleaford,  first  again  here,  with  the  Sleaford  fint  now 
second.    The  judges  considered  a  sheep  shown  by  Mr. 
George  Turner,  jun.,  to  be  a  particularly  good  ram  in  a  not 
particularlv  good  class,  but  tney  gave  Mr.  Borton  til  the 
prizes,  took  little  note  of  Mr.  Hutchinson's,  or  the  runs 
exhibited  by  other  well-known  breeders,  as  we  are  inclined 
to  think  with  them,  or  rather  as  we  said  of  the  Leicetten 
at  Oxford,  they  do  not  this  year  show  any  very  reouirk* 
able  merit ;  although  Sir  Tatton  Sykes  takes  the  fint 
shearling  for  the  season  at  quite  "an  aversge"  good 
figure.     In  the  old  rams  the  Royal  Blue  Cap  was  bttten 
by  a  five-year-old  sheep  of  Mr.   Sanday's,  an  extra- 
ordinary ram    certainly    at    his    age,    with  a   capital 
touch,  and  really  keeping  his  wool  well  for  his  time 
of  life,  whUe  he  has  a  deal  of  breeding,  if  not  backed 
by    any    great    size.      The    Holme    Pierrepont  beit 
sheep  of  kst  season  took  nothing,  and  the  good  ram  with 
which  young  Mr.  Turner  was  miide  reserve  at  Oxford  was 
nowhere  now,    t^e  third  prize  going  to  another  entrj 
from  the  same  flock ;  but  the  judging  here,  as  in  the 
previous  class,  was  no  doubt  occasionally  a  little  wild. 
The  Brandsby  ewes  are  as  beautiful  and  as  high-bred  ai 
ever;  a  long  way,  according    to    Mr.  Torr,  the  best 
Leicesters  on  the  ground ;  and  Mr.  Hutchinson  and  Hr. 
Borton  were  once  more  just  one  above  the  other,  as  they 
were  at  Oxford  and  Sleaford,  with  some  of  the  same  ewes. 
The  competition  in  the  Lincoln  classes  was  very  limited ; 
and  Messrs.  Wright,  Dudding,  and  Cartwright,  contioQC 
to  maintain,  in  the  three  classes  of  shearling  rams,  old 
rams,  and  ewes,  very  much  the  positions  they  hare  held 
so  far  during  the  season.     Mr.  Gunnell  from  Cambridge- 
shire  made  no    entry;   and  Mr.   Marshall,   like  Mr. 
Booth,  seems  to  have  "  sold  out."     Still  this  was  a 
very  meritorious    exhibition,    while  to  the  remarkable 
merit  of  the  old  Lincoln  rams  we  spoke  at  Oxford,  as 
the  judges  did   here.     With   the    aid    of  an  eqosllj 
active  colleague,  Mr.  Henry  Overman  came  all  the  way 
from  Norfolk  for  some  half  hour's  work,  as  by  the  time 
some  of  the  other   "  sets"  were  beginning  the  short- 
wool  men  had  finished.    They  could  see  nothing  parti- 
cular  amongst    the  Shropshires    but  Lord  Cbesbam's 
neat  smart  sheep,  which  took  every  prize  for  which  they 
were  entered,   and,  of  course,  the  goblet  for  the  best  or 
all  the  rams ;  although  nothing  was  sent  from  Latimer  into 
the  old  class,  where  the  best  sheep,  as  it  was,  had  a  deal 
too  much  wool.     The  Yorkshire  Society  emplojs  do 
shearing  inspector,    but    Mi.  Parrington  mignt  origi- 
nate   an    amendment    that    it   is    said    will    shortly 
be  required  of  the  Royal  Agricultural   Society.     This 
is    that    servants    be    engaged    by    the    managemeat 
to  lead  the  sheep  out  before  the  judges,  as  it  is  conteaded 
that  the  presence  of  a  well-known  shepherd  directly  iden- 
tifies the  owner  of  a  sheep,  and  no  doubt  it  docs.    For  our 
part,  wo  really  cannot  see  why  all  stock,  excepting  bulls, 
stallions,  and    riding-horses,    should  not  be  shown  by 
"  Society's  men ;"  at  any  rate,  the  experiment  would  be 
worth  trying.    At  the  same  time,  we  are  not  so  sare  but 
that  it  might  occasionally  result  in  some  veiy  starthng 
transpositions. 

We  have  frequently  cited  a  very  excellent  rule  of  this 
Society  whereby  any  judge  who  has  acted  at  the  Ro^jsl 
meeting  shall  not  be  eligible  in  the  same  year  for  the 
Yorkshire ;  but  the  direction  thought  fit  to  breakthrough 
this  enactment  in  the  matter  of  pigs,  and  Mr.  Fisher  was 
again  in  office.  Of  course  there  could  be  no  better  man, 
but  if  laws  are  not  to  be  held  of  general  obserrsBcc  they 
will  very  soon  come  to  be  worth  little  or  nothing.  Not, 
however,  that  the  awards  went  precisely  as  at  Oxford,  a 
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Rojal  mnner  or  «o  being  occasionally  put  oat,  although 
almost  all  the  best  pigs  came  od.  Thus  we  had  Messrs. 
Eden,  Duckering,  Hattou,  Fox  and  Nield  again  in  pro- 
minent places  on  the  prize-list,  if  with  the  exhibition 
tdling  more  |of  Yorkshire  bacon.  The  large  pigs  were 
horribly  coarse,  and  the  smaller  sorts  of  whites  far  pre- 
ferable. Indeed  the  best  boar  in  the  show  was  declared 
to  be  a  yonng  white  of  Mr.  Eden's  that  was  first  at  Man- 
chester, and  the  best  sow  Messrs.  Duckeriog's  Berkshire  I 
It  is  not  so  many  years  since  that  a  black  pig  wonld  have 
been  an  object  of  ridicule  at  a  North  Coantry  meeting, 
bat  the  Yorkshire  fiinciers  are  dearly  getting  free  from 
inch  a  prejudice,  as  althoagh  Black  Bcaa  was  bred  in 
Essex  all  the  other  Berkshires  were  born  hereabouts,  in 
Wakefield,  York,  and  Halifax,  and  the  judges  commended 
tbedassi 

Hie  exhibition  of  implements  was  made  up,  aocordiDg 
to  the  catalogue,  in  this  way:  Machinery  in  Motion. — 
Clayton  and  Shnttlewortb,  Humphries,  Tuxford, 
Hornsby,  Boston  and  Proctor,  Bansomes  and  Sims, 
Lewm,  Marshall  and  Co.,  Foster  and  Co.,  Bobey,  Bobin- 
eon,  Wilson,  Bradley  and  Craven,  Ashby,  Amies  and 
fiarfbrd,  and  Maraden ;  while  the  stands  ran  on  in  this 
order:  Boberts,  Shackleton,  Hill,  Fowler  and  Co., 
Krown  and  Maude,  Fiskin,  Hunt,  Picksley  and  Sims, 
Beverley  Waggon  Company,  Clay,  Crosskill,  Sawney, 
Hjdes  and  Wigfull,  Barker,  Howard,  Coleman  and  Co., 
Stead,  Vickers  and  Co.,  Cooke  and  Co.,  Bushell,  Bich- 
mond  and  Chandler,  Kearsley,  Sanderson,  Tong,  Ashton, 
Mattisoo,  Woods  and  Co.,  Bamlett,  Thackray,  Beck- 
with,  BiJEer,  Wray,  Mason,  Sherwood,  Kitmer,  Burgess 
and  Key,  Wade,  Edwards  and  Son,  Markall,  Bainforth 
Bad  Sou,  Green  and  Son,  Penney  and  Co.,  Coultas, 
Harrison,  Bobey,  Le  Butt,  Smith,  Hopperton,  Middleton, 
£astwood,  Bhodes,  Ingham,  Waide,  Edgecombe,  Mitchell, 
Bradford,  Piggott,  Jones,  Bigg,  Carson,  SmiUi,  Thorn, 
Barker,  Hougate,  Puckering^  Hartley,  Wales,  Firmin, 
Boberts,  Taylor,  Smith,  Boyall,  Beesley,  Davis,  Green- 
wood, Spong,  Lyon,  Sampson,  Keighley,  Cheavin, 
Taylor,  Knowles,  Smith,  Belcher  and  Co.,  Beyner, 
Kichardson,  Native  Guano  Company,  Driffield  Cake 
Company,  Matthews,  Carter,  Inman. 

Bat  horses  and  hounds  sadly  interfere  with  machinery 
in  or  out  of  motion  at  a  Yorkshire  show ;  and  at  Wake- 
field, moreover,  as  at  Oxford,  there  was  no  need  to  run 
the  gauntlet  of  the  implements  to  get  at  the  stock,  so 
that,  if  there  coald  be  any  cool  shade  hereabouts,  the 
conning  artificer  in  metal  and  wood  must  have,  like 
Tityms,  realized  the  recubant  sitb  tegmine,  and  have  felt 
ready,  for  want  of  something  better  to  do,  to  challenge 
chaff-cutting  Melibceua  to  a  song. 

JUDGES. 
Cattle.— G.   Atkinson,   Hall  Farm,  Seaham;   G.  Game, 
Churchill  Heath,  Chipping  Norton ;  W.  Parker,  Carleton 
HiU,  Penrith. 
SBixr.^Long-wooUed :  W.  Torr,  Aylesby  Manof,  Grimsby ; 
J.  Wood,   Stmwick  Park   House,   Dariington.     Short- 
wooUed :  H.  Orennan,  Weasenham,  Brandon ;  P.  Parves, 
Brampton,  Huntingdon. 
Pigs.— W.  Goodrich,  Corbridge-on-lVi^<^ ;  J*  Fisher,  Wood 

Bonae,  Cross  Hills. 

HossBS.— Hunters  and  Boadsters:  J.  M.  K.  Elliott,  Hea- 

theoeote,  Towcester;  J.  Parrington,  Brancepeth;  J.  H. 

rorth,  Howaham,  Brigg.    Coaching  and  Agricultural : 

Nafferton,  S^ksfield-on-Tyne ;  W.  Bobiuson, 


Hattott&ll,  Darlington ;  W.  Godson,  Nbrmanby-by-Stowci 
Wool — ^1*.  Clayton,  Stainley  Honse,  Bipley. 

BovifDfl. — Migor  Dowker ;  Tiaconnt  Galway  ;  J.  Parring- 
ton. 

ViTEMNART  lNSPECTOR.*Professor  Spooner. 
SHOBTHOBNS. 

Ban  of  any  age  above  three  years.— First  prize,  £30,  C.  W. 
Brierky,  Ehodes  Honse,  Middleton,  Manchester  CBolivar) ; 


second  of  £10,  W.  Fison  and  Co.,  Greenholm,  Bnrley-in- 
Wharfdale  (Lord  St.  Leonards) ;  third  of  £5,  T.  Statter,  jnn.. 
Stand  HaU,  Whitefield,  Manchester  (Charlie). 
Bull  above  two  and  not  exceeding  three  years  old. — First 

Erize,  £20,  Col.  Towneley,  Tovneley,  Burnley  (Baron  Hab- 
ack) ;  second  of  £10,  Crawsliaw  and  Bhikeley,  Headfield, 
Dewsbury  (Prince  Leopold)  j  third  of  £5,  W.  C.  Worsley, 
Hovingham  (Dnke  of  llozburgh). 

Bull  above  one  and  not  exceeding  two  years  old. — First 
prise,  £30,  Lady  Pigot,  Branches  Park.  Newmarket  (Bythis) ; 
second  of  £10,  Wm.  Linton,  Sheriff  Hatton  (Lord  Irwin) ; 
third  of  £5,  Lord  Braybrooke,  Andley  End  (Heyden  Duke). 
Highly  commended :  Earl  Faversham,  Doncombe  Park 
(Colonist).  Commended  :  W.  Bradburn,  Wedneafield,  Wol- 
verhampton r White  Satin). 

Bull  calf  above  five  and  not  exceeding  twelve  months  old. — 
First  prize,  £10,  Messrs.  Dndding,  Panton  House,  Wragby 
rBobin  Hood)  ;  second  of  £6,  Col.  Towneley  (Oxford  Batter- 
fiy) ;  third  of  £2,  Col.  Towneley  (Maid  of  Oxford's  Baronet). 
Highly  commended  :  Major  Stapjlton,  Myton  HaU  (Lord  of 
the  Manor). 

A  silver  cnp,  value  £10,  for  the  best  bull  in  the  show,  to 
Bolivar. 

Cow  of  any  age  above  three  years,  in  calf  or  milk.— First 

frize,  £35,  Lady  Pigot  TQueen  of  Bosalea)  ;  second  of  £10,  J. 
low,  Broughton  (Laay  Ann)  ;  third  of  £6,  J.  B.  Tennant, 
Scarcroft  Lodge,  Leeds  (White  Bosa).  Highly  commended : 
J.  W.  Botcherby,  Middletou-one-Bow  (Betsy  Gwynne},  H.  J. 
Bobiuson,  The  Cliff,  Leybnrn  (Lady's  Slipper),  and  W.  Brad- 
burn  (Miss  Mnchy  and  Sliss  Chestwfield). 

Heuer  not  exceeding  three  years  old,  in  calf  or  milk.— 
First  prize,  £20,  B.  Eastwood,  Thomeyholme,  Clithoroe 
(Double  Butterfly  2nd) ;  second  of  £10,  J.  How  (Windsoi^a 
Butterfly) ;  third  of  £5,  J.  Outhwaite,  Bainesse  (Yivandiere). 
Hiffhly  commended:  J.  B.  Tennant  (Lady  Frederick),  and 
Colonel  Towneley  (Alice  Wharfdale's  Butterfly).  Commended  : 
W.  Bradburn  (Bed  Bose). 

Heifer  not  exceeding  two  years  old. — First  prize,  £80, 
J.  How  (Vesper  Queen) ;  second  of  £10,  Lady  Pigot  (Dame 
Swift);  third  of  i-6,  C.  W.  Brierley  (Seraph).  Commended : 
J.  B.  Tennant  (Daisy)  and  Lord  Bolton,  Bolton  HaU,  Ley- 
burn  (Pre&tonia). 

Heifer  calf,  above  five  and  not  exceeding  twelve  months  old. 
—First  prize,  £10,  Col.  Towneley  (Baron  Oxford's  Duchess)  ; 
second  of  £5,  F.  J.  S.  Foltjambe,  M.P.,  Osberton  Hall, 
Worksop  (Fleur-de-lis)  :  third  of  £2,  Major  Stapylton  (Bose 
of  Mytton^.  Commended:  B.  Baxter.  Elslack  Hall,  Skipton 
(Lady  Hudson  Baxter  2nd),  and  Migor  Stapylton  (Honesty). 

A  silver  cup,  value  £50,  for  the  best  Shorthorn,  to  Bolivar. 

DAUY  CATTLE. 

Cow  for  dairy  purposes. — First  prize,  £10,  Col.  Towneley 
(Duchess  of  Lancaster  2nd) ;  second  of  £5,  J.  T.  Bobiuson, 
Leckby  Pabce,  Thirsk  (Dairymaid) ;  third  of  £2,  U.  Crossley, 
Broomfield,  Halifax.    Commendea :  H.  Crossley. 

Aldemey  or  Jersev  cow  or  heifer,  in-calf  or  milk. — ^First 
prize,  a  silver  cup,  value  10  guineas.  Major  Stapylton ;  second 
of  £2,  J.  Bhodes.    The  ckss  eommended. 

Guernsey  cow  or  heifer,  in-calf  or  nilk. — ^First  prize,  a 
silver  cnp,  value  10  guineas,  the  West  Biding  Asylum,  Wake- 
field. 

SHEEP. 

LSICESTER8. 

Shearling  ram.— First  prize,  £20,  J.  Borton,  Barton  House, 
Barton-le-Street ;  second  of  £10,  J.  Borton ;  third  of  £6,  J. 
Borton.  Highly  commended:  G. Turner, jun.  Commended: 
J.  Borton. 

Leicester  aged  ram.— First  prize,  £16,  G.  H.  Sanday,  Holme 
Pierrepont ;  second  of  £7,  J.  Borton ;  third  of  £3,  G.  Tur- 
ner,  jun.,  Alexton  Hall,  Uppingham.  Commended:  J. 
Borton. 

Leicester  shcarliuff  gimraers.— First  jnize,  £20,  S.  Wiley, 
Brandsby ;  second  of  £10,  T.  H.  Hutchinson,  Manor  House, 
Catterick ;  third  of  £5,  J.  Bortou.  Commended :  £.  Biley, 
Kipling  Cotes  Farm,  Beverley. 

1.TNC0LN8. 

Shearling  ram.— First  prize,  £15,  B.  Wright,  Nocton  Heath, 
Lincoln ;  second  oi  £7,  B.  Wright ;  third  of  £3,  C.  Lister, 
Coleby  Lodge,  LincoUi.    Highly  commended :  B.  Wright. 

Lincoln  aged  ram.— First  prize,  £10,  Messrs.  Dad^ng ; 
second  of  £6,  T.  Carlwright,  Dunstau  PtUar,  Lincoln, 
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I^nooln  shearling  gimmer.^Fint  prize,  £10,  T.  Cartwright ; 
eecoDd  of  £5,  T.  Cartwright. 

8IIROF8HIRS  DOWNS. 

Shearling  ram.— First  prize,  £15,  Lord  Chesham,  Latimer, 
Chesham;  second  of  £7,  Loi4  Chesham;  third  of  £3,  W. 
Baker,  Moor  Bams,  Atherstone. 

Shropshire  Down  aged  ram. — ^Pirst  prize,  £10,  W.  Baker ; 
second  of  £5,  Lord  Wenlock,  Escrick  rark. 

A  silver  goblet.  Take  £5,  for  the  best  ram  to  Lord  Chesham. 

Shropshire  Down  shearlinggimmers. — First  prize,  £10,  Lord 
Chesham ;  second  of  £5,  T.  Morton,  Harnage  Grange,  Shrews- 
bury. 

MOUNTAIN  OR  BLACK-FACED. 

Shearlmg  Tam.~First  prize,  £10,  J.  M.  Green,  Black  Hill, 
Keiffhley ;  second  of  £5,  J.  Feel,  Knowlmere,  Clitheroe. 

Mountain  aged  ram. — ^First  prize,  £7,  J.  Peel ;  second  of 
£3,  J.  Peel. 

Mountain  ewes. — First  prize,  £7,  J.  Peel ;  second  of  £3, 
J.  Peel. 

PIGS. 
Twelve  months  old  and  upwards. 

Boar  of  large  breed.— First  prize,  £B,  P.  Eden,  Cross  Lane, 
Salford ;  second  of  £2,  R.  E.  Duckering  and  Son,  Northorpe, 
Kirton  Lindsey ;  third  of  £1,  E.  £.  Duckering  and  Son. 
Highly  commended :  W.  Lister,  Armley,  Leeds. 

Sow,  large  breed.— First  prize,  £5,  B.  £.  Duckerinff  and 
Son ;  second  of  £2,  R.  £.  Duckering  and  Son;  third  of  £1, 
W.  Hatton,  Addington,  Leeds. 

Boar,  small  breed.— First  nrize,  £5,  R.  E.  Duckering  and 
Son;  second  of  £2,  H.  Nield,  The  Grange,  Worsley,  Man- 
chester; third  of  £1,  P.  Eden.  Highly  commended:  G.  Mangles, 
Givendale,  Ripon. 

Sow,  small  breed.— First  prize,  £5,  W.  Hatton ;  second  of 
£2,  T.  Nicholson,  York.  Highly  commended :  Viscount 
Galway,  M.P. 

Boar,  black  or  Berkshire  breed.— First  prize,  £5,  F.  Walton ; 
second  of  £2,  West  Riding  Asylum,  Wakfield ;  third  of  £1, 
H.  CroBsley,  Broomfield,  Halifax. 

Sow,  black  or  Berkshire  breed.— First  prize,  £5,  R.  E. 
Duckering  and  Son ;  second  of  £2,  West  Riding  Asylum ; 
third  of  £1,  H.  Crossley.    The  class  commended. 

Boars  of  any  breed  not  qualified  to  compete  in  previous 
chisses.- First  prize,  £5,  J.  E.  Fox,  Great  Horton,  Bradford ; 
second  of  £2,  S.  Appleby,  Armley ;  third  of  £1,  C.  Roberts, 
Wakefield. 

Sows  of  any  breed  not  qualified  to  compete  in  previous 
classes.— First  prize,  £5,  P.  Eden,  Salford;  seoona  of  £2, 
J.  C.  Taylor,  Oatlands ;  third  of  £1,  R.  E.  Duckering  and 
Son.    Highly  commended :  W.  Hatton,  Leeds. 

Pig,  not  exceeding  twelve  months  old. — First  prize,  £3,  G. 
Chapman,  Seamer ;  second,  £1,  R.  E.  Duckering  and  Son, 
Kirton  Lindaey.    Commended :  C.  W.  Graham,  Leeds. 

Sow,  large  breed.— First  prize,  £3,  P.  Eden  ;  second,  £1, 
R.E.  Duckering.    Commended:  F.  Walton,  Halifax. 

Boar,  small  breed.— First  prize,  £3,  P.  Eden ;  second,  £1, 
Viscount  Galway,  M.P.,  Seriby  Hall,  Bawtry.  HigUy  com- 
mended :  J.  Umpleby,  Guiseley. 

Sow,  small  breed.— First  prize, £3,C.  R.  N.  Beswieke-Royds, 
littleborough ;  second,  £1,  Crawshaw  and  Blakeiey,  Headfield, 
DewsbuiT.  Highly  commended  :  W.  Greetham.  The  class 
commended. 

Boars,  bhick  or  Berkshire  breed.— Prize,  £3,  G.  Knowlson, 
Thormanby,  Thirsk. 

Sow,  black  or  Berkshire  breed. — First  prize,  £3,  and  second, 
£1,  J.  Oldroyd,  Fixby  Park,  Huddersfield. 

Pen  of  three  store  pigs,  of  any  breed,  from  four  to  nine 
months  old.— First  pnze,  £3,  J.  Bullock,  Bradford;  second, 
£1,  West  Riding  ibvlum.  Highly  commended:  W.  Rout- 
ledge,  York,  and  R.  E.  Duckering.    The  class  commended. 

A  silver  cup,  value  £10,  to  P.  Eden,  for  small  white  (Young 
Prince^,  as  the  best  boar  ia  the  show. 

A  silver  cup,  value  £10,  for  the  best  sow  in  the  show  to 
Messrs.  Duckering,  for  Berkshire(  Black  Bess)., 

HORSES. 
Thorou^h-bred  stallion,  for  getting  wmght-carrying  hunters. 
—First  prize,  £30,  A.  Beaumont,  Honley,  Hnddersfidd  (Stam- 
pedo) ;  second,  £10,  J.  Casson,  Burgh-by-Sands,  Carlisle, 
{Sincerity) ;  third,  £5,  W.  Moflatt,  KirUington  Park,  Cariisle, 
(Laughing  Stook), 


Coaching  Bta]lion.«-First  prize,  £20,  W.  LiT«nck,  Ef et- 
thorpe  Grange,  Brongh  (Emperor) ;  second,  £7,  G.  Holmei, 
Bar  House,  Beverley  (Richmond) ;  third,  £3,  J.  Hind,  Bow. 
land  Hall,  Howden  (Tramp). 

Roadster  stallion.— First  prize,  £20,  J.  Leake,  Drewtos, 
Brongh  (Lord  Derby)  ;  MJCond,£7,P.  Kirhy,  North  DalBeU, 
Selby  (Commander-in-Chief)  ;  third,  £3,  W.  Axe,  Doncaster 
(Blaze-away). 

Agricultural  stallion.— First  prize,  £20,  J.  Forshaw,  Barley. 
in-Wharfedale, Leeds  (Nonsuch); second,  £7,M. Reed, Chester- 
le-street,  Durham  (Gydesdale  Tom) ;  third,  £3,W.  JohaioD, 
Hatfield,  Doncaster  (Active).  Commended:  M.  StricklaDd, Tad- 
caster  (Lincolnshire). 

Hunting  brood  mare  and  foal.— First  prize,  £15,  J.  T. 
Robinson,  Leckby  Palace,  Thirsk ;  second,  £7,  J.  Clark, 
Bceston,  Leeds;  third, £3,  H.  W.  Jackson,  Wakedeld.  The 
class  commended. 

Coaching  brood  mare  and  foal.— First  prize,  £10,  J.  Job- 
son,  Brigham,  Driffield ;  second,  £5,  S.  Frank,  Brandsby,  York. 

Roadster  brood  mare  and  foal.— First  prize,  £10,  W.  JIajor, 
Sledmere,  York ;  second,  £5,  J.  CUrk,  Leeds.  Commended:  I. 
Statter,  jun.,  Whitefield,  Manchester. 

Agricultural  brood  mare  and  foal. — First prize,£10,T.  HaLr, 
South  Milford;  second  of  £5,  T.  Upton,  Tadcaster.  Com- 
mended :  W.  Hutchinson,  Howden,  and  W.  and  B.  Jentt, 
Howden. 

HORSrS  FOR  AGRICULTURAL  AND  DRAT  PURP05I?. 

Two  years  old  gelding  or  filly— First  prize,  £7,  T.  DacV?u. 
Bentley,  Doncaster;  second  of  £3,  T.  Baum.  Fontcfhc:. 
Commended :  G.  Atkinson,  Seaham. 

Three  years  old  gelding  or  filly.— First  prize,  £8,  C. Lister, 
Linoob;  second  of  £4,  Reed,  Cheater-le-strf«t,  Durham; 
third  of  £2,  J.  Wood,  Beeston  Royds,  Leeds.  Coauaended: 
S.  Barker,  Marr,  Doncaster. 

Four  years  old  and  upwards  agricultural  gelding  or  filW.- 
First  prize,  £15,  S.  Thompson,  Skipwith,  Selby ;  second  of 
£10,  C.  W.  Brierley,  Middleton;  third  of  £5,  J.  CUrk, 
Beeston. 

Four  years  old  gelding  or  mare,  suitable  for  dray  purposes.- 
First pr«e,  £15.  C.  W.  Brierley;  second  of  £7,  T.  Statter, 
jun. ;  third  of  £3,  S.  Barker. 

COACH  HORSES. 

Two  years  old  gelding  or  filly.— First  prize,  £12,  T.  Kmc; 
mer,  Birdforth,  Easingwold ;  second  of  £6.  R.  Prince,  Chape! 
Haddersley,  Selby;  third  of  £3,  J.  H.  Harris,  Hoaodiift, 
Morpeth. 

Three  years  old  coaching  geldiog.— First  prize,  £13,  J. 
Thompson,  Bishop  Burton ;  second  of  £7*  J.  John90D>  Bii^- 
ham,  Driffield ;  third  of  £3,  T.  Plummer. 

Three  years  old  coaching  fillv,  £10,  W.  Wadsworth,  Dm- 
nington ;  second  of  £5,  T.  Rennison,  Hobne-ou-Spaldutt 
Moor. 

ROADSTERS,  HACKNEYS,  AlH)  POKTES. 

Three  years  old  gdding  or  filly.— first  prise,  £10,  »■ 
Moffat,  Kirklinton  Park,  Carlisle ;  second  of  £5.  T.  Shcsnuu, 
Warmswortli,  Doncaster.  Commended :  J.  C.  Forth,  Festbff* 
stone  Hall,  Pontefract. 

Hackney  or  roadster,  of  any  age  or  sex,  eqmJ  to  cuts  U 
stones.— First  prize,  £10,  C,  Staphenson,  NewcasUe^-Tyw 
(Fugleman);  second  of  £7.  J.Honuby,  Grantham (BedaS 
third  of  £4,  J.  Robson,  Malton  (Miss  Patty).  ,, 

qual  to  esny  1- 


Hackn^  or  roadster,  of  any  age  or  sex,  eqoal  to  esirj  i- 
stones.— Ilrst  prize  £10,  Sir  Lionel  M.  S.  mingtos, Bart. 

*^ second,  G.  Holmes,  ft|r 

Burton,   Tborpe  WL- 


Cheret  Park,  Ti^akefield  (Marguerite) ;  seeond,G.  fiolaics,^ 
House,  Beverley  (Polly):    third,  G.  T 


lowby,  Selby. 

Ponies,  any  age  or  sex,  not  less  than  \%k  and  not  excttOQ^ 
IH  hands  high.— First  prize,  £8,  J.  S.  barrel.  West  Ajtos, 
York;  second  of  £4^  W.  HiU,  Doncaster;  third  of  £^J|- 
Simpkin,  Burton  Agnes,  Hull.  Highly  commended :  R.^^' 
ward,  ThurgarUm  Priory,  SouthwelL    The  dass  eommettjed. 

Ponies,  any  age  or  sex,  not  exceeding  \9\  haads  hip*r 
First  prize,  £6,  JP.  W.  Watkinwm,  HiUl;  second  of  A  i. 
Gieen,  Wakefield ;  third  of  £1,  Crmwahaw  and  Blakd^,  Ho<i- 
field,  Dewsbury. 

MUMTUU.  ,  g 

Two  years  old  geldings  or  fillies.— First  prize,  *1  V;u 
Barkworth,  Raywell,  Brongh;  seoond  of  £«,  J-J-*^' 
Barton-le^treet,  MaUon ;  third  of  £3,  R.  Bnmtoo,  ltoto», 
Middlesbro'.    Commended :  T.  B,  Ixeland,  Tadcaster. 
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Three  Tean  old  banting  gelding.— Fint  prize,  £15,  Sir 
6.  Cholmlej,  Bart.,  Howsham  House,  York  (Dandy) ;  second 
of  £7,  S.  WUey,  Brandaby,  York ;  third  of  £3,  R.  Bmnton 
(Joe  Bennett). 

Three  years  old  hnntinff  fillies.— First  prize,  £10,  B^  Jack- 
son, Normanby,  Hiddlesoro'  (Omi);  second  of  £5,  Sir  G. 
Cholmley  (Carnation).  Commended :  G.  Knowlson,  Thor- 
Banby,  Easingwold  (Miss  Annie). 

Four  years  old  banting  ^dings.— First  nrize,  £20,  T.  H. 
D.  Bayly,  Ickwell  Honse,  Biggleswade  (Borderer) ;  second  of 
110,  £.  Paddison,  Ingleby,  Lincoln ;  third  of  £5,  J.  B.  Bark- 
▼orth  (Lothair). 

Four  years  old  hantmg  filly. — ^First  prize,  £15,  J.  Balman, 
East  Greystone,  Gainford  (Sally) ;  second  of  £7,  S.  B.  Bob- 
lott,  Windle  Beck,  Ganton  (Maid  of  Derwent). 

Honter,  gelding  or  mare,  five  years  old  and  upwards,  and 
qiulified  to  carry  at  least  twelve  stones  with  hounds. — ^First 
prize,  the  Badaworth  Hant  Cap,  valae  100  guineas,  S.  J. 
Wdfitt,  Tathwell  HaU,  Louth  (Loiterer) ;  second  of  £50,  Sir 
0.  Cholmley  (Julius)  ;  third  of  £25,  H.  Jewison,  BAisthorpe 
(The  Knight)  ;  fourth  of  ^£15,  Sir  G.  Cholmley  (Don  Juan)  ; 
filth  of  £10,  T.  H.  Foden,  Giyendale  Grange,  Bipon  (Young 


Artillery)  ;  sixth  of  £5,  J.  B.  Booth,  Killerby  Hall,  Catterick 
(Brian  Bom). 

WOOL. 

Five  hogg  fleeces,  long  wool. — ^First  prize,  £5,  M.  Tomlin- 
son,  Cowtboipe,  Wetheroy ;  second  of  £3,  C.  Barroby,  Bal- 
dersby,  Thirsk ;  third  of  £2,  C.  Barroby. 
HOUNDS. 

Entered  nounds.— Dogs :  First  prize,  £20,  The  Barton 
(Striver,  Vanquisher,  Gallant,  and  Promoter) ;  second  of  £10, 
The  Brocklesby  (Bentinck,  Finder,  Royal,  and  Rampart). 

Bitches :  First  prize,  £20,  The  Barton  (Sportive,  Hecuba, 
Bashful,  and  Tidinsra) ;  second  of  £10,  The  York  and  Ainsty 
(Timely,  Nosegay,  Novelty,  and  Liberty). 

Unentered  Hounds. — Dogs :  First  prize,  £10,  and  second  of 
£5,  The  York  and  Ainsty  (Beadsman  and  Damper). 

Bitches :  Fint  jprize,  £10,  The  York  and  Ainsty  (Fair 
Maid) ;  second  of  £5,  The  Burton  TCareful). 

Stallions.— Prize  of  £5,  The  York  and  Ainsty  (Racer). 

Brood  Bitches.— Prize  of  £5,  The  Brocldesby  (Gaiety). 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Council  the  only  deputation  was 
from  York ;  and  it  was  decided  to  hold  the  meeting  in  that 
city  in  1871. 


THE    BATH    AKD    WEST  OF    ENGLAND    SOCIETY,  AND    SOXITHERN 
COUNTIES    ASSOCIATION. 


A  meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  at  the  White  Lion 
Hotd,  Bristol,  under  the  presidency  of  the  Earl  of  Cork  and 
Orre^.  There  were  also  present  Sir  J.  T.  B.  Duckworth, 
Bart.,  Hon.  and  Bev.  J.  T.  Boecawen,  Messrs.  T.  D.  Acland, 
M.P.,  J.  D.  Allen,  R.  G.  Badcock,  R.  Bremridge,  R.  Brent, 
C.  Bash,  R.  H.  Bash,  W.  A.  Bruce,  J.  Daw,  F.  W.  Dymond, 
T.  Danger,  B.  S.  Drewe,  A.  F.  Milton  Druce,  J.  T.  Davy, 
M.  Farrant,  H.  Fookes,  Jonathan  Gray,  C.  Gordon,  J.  Hole, 
H.  P.  Jones,  J.  F.  Lennard,  H.  A.  F.  LuttrcU,  J.  Lush,  H. 
G.  Moyaey,  H.  St.  John  Maule,  H.  Middleton,  T.  PhiUpotts, 
J.  Ramaden,  W.  R.  Scott,  R.  J.  Spiers,  R,  Trood,  E.  W. 
Williams,  H.  Williams,  H.  Spackman  (Official  Superintendent), 
W.Smith  (Official  Accountant),  and  J.  Goodwin  (Secretaiy 
and  Editor). 

Mr.  Herbebt  Williams,  as  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, took  the  opportunity  of  congratulating  the  members 
OB  the  very  satisfaetory  position  of  the  Society,  and  the  suc- 
cess which  had  attended  its  operations  during  tlie  oast  year. 
He  concluded  by  moring  that  £1,500  additional  stoclc  be  pur- 
chased in  the  name  of  the  Trustees,  thus  raising  the  funded 
capital  to  £7,000.  This  proposition  was  seconded  by  Mr.  C. 
BcsH,  and  carried. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  whether  anv  saving 
could  be  effected  in  the  cost  of  producing  the  Journal,  baring, 
it  a  former  meeting,  recommended  that  only  one  Journal 
shottld  be  published  in  the  year,  now  farther  reported  that, 
after  an  interview  with  Mr.  Dorrell,  representing  the  firm  of 
VessTk  Cbwes  and  Son,  the  Sodetjr's  printers,  they  had 
srrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  wu  impossible  to  effect  any 
KQsible  redoctioii  in  the  cost  per  sheet  upon  the  present 
nmaber  of  copies  printed.  With  reference  to  the  expense  of 
illaatrations,  thej  reported  that  this  might,  of  course,  be  cut 
down,  but  they  feared  that  a  reduction  in  the  attractiveness  of 
the  Joomal  mirht  operate  prejudicially  on  the  interests  of  the 
Society.  This  head  of  expenditure  would,  however,  be  closely 
vatdied  by  the  Journal  Committee<  The  report  was  received 
a&d  adopted.  Cotonel  Luttrell  and  Mr.  Herbert  Williams 
vere  added  to  the  Journal  Committee. 

The  Committees  and  Stewards  of  the  several  departments 
attheXaintou  Meeting  were  nominated  for  reappointment 
for  the  current  year,  with  the  addition  of  the  name  of  Mr. 
C.  Edwards  to  the  Finance  Committee ;  Mr.  Milton  Druce  to 


the  Stock  Prize  Sheet  Committee ;  Mr.  Grenfell  to  the  Lnple- 
ment  Regulations  Committee;  and  Sir  John  Duckworth, 
Colonel  I^nnard,  Mr.  Jonathan  Gray,  Mr.  Ramsden,  and  Mr. 
Gordon  to  the  Railway  Arrangements  Committee.  The  Arts 
Committee  was  also  re-appointed ;  Dr.  Scott  and  Mr.  £.  W. 
Williams  being  nominated  as  stewards  of  No.  1  section,  and 
Mr.  John  Daw  and  Mr.  Ramsden  as  stewards  of  No.  2 
section. 

The  constitution  of  the  Judges  Selection  Committee  led  to 
a  discussion  which  ended  in  the  affirmation  of  the  principle 
that  no  one  being  himself  a  breeder  of  stock,  or  having  inti- 
mate connections  with  any  such  breeder,  is  eligible  to  serve  on 
this  committee  where  the  strictest  impartiality  and  secrecy  are 
absolutely  indispensable  as  a  guarantee  of  good  faith  to 
exhibitors  and  the  public. 

GuiLDroRD  Meeting,  1871.— For  this  meeting  grants  of 
money  were  taken  to  enable  the  several  committees  to 
arrange  and  mature  their  prize  sheets  on  a  scale  of  greater 
liben£ty  and  completeness  than  hitherto  attempted  by  the 
Society.  The  Guildford  Local  Committee  also  announced 
their  intention  to  offer  liberal  special  prizes. 

A  proposal  by  Mr.  Gordon,  seconded  by  Dr.  Scott,  to  hold 
the  (>>nncil  Meetings  for  the  current  year  at  Salisbury,  was 
withdrawn,  after  a  very  general  expression  of  opinion  that 
Bristol  is  the  most  generally  convenient  and  accessible  centre* 

The  Council  unanimously  voted  a  complete  set  of  the 
Society's  Transactions,  from  the  year  1852  to  the  present 
time,  to  the  Library  of  the  Taunton  and  Somerset  Institation, 
in  commemoration  of  the  Sociesy*8  second  visit  to  the  town, 
and  of  the  hearty  and  cordial  reception  afforded  by  the 
inhabitants. 

The  following  new  members  were  elected : — ^The  Hon.  Capt. 
Hood,  M.P.,  Crickett  St.  Thomas,  Chard ;  the  Hon.  H.  H. 
JoUiffe,  Heath  House,  Petersfield;  Major-Gen.  Charles 
Riddell,  Athenajum  Club,  London ;  H.  A.  Adair,  Mountlands, 
Taunton;  T.Bradford,  Fleet  Street,  London;  J.  Carpenter, 
Lady  Down,  Trowbridge ;  T.  Marriott  Dodington,  Combe, 
Dulverton;  T.  Fooks,  Totncll  Comer,  Sherborne ;  J.Golledge, 
Whaddon  Grove,  Trowbridge ;  T.  Hyatt,  Shepton  Mallet ;  W. 
S.  Loder,Bathwick  Lodge,  Bath ;  J.  Redman,  Whaddon,  Trow- 
bridge ;  J.  C.  Sutton,  Shiriey,  Southampton ;  T.  P.  Waltham, 
KiltonFarm,  Bridgwater ;  R.  Warren  Childokeford,  Bhmdford. 
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Monthly  Council  :  Wedocsday,  August  3— Present, 
the  Earl  of  Powis,  trustee,  in  the  chnir ;  Lord  Walsing- 
ham,  Sir  Massey  Lopes,  Bart.,  M.P. ;  Sir  A.  K.  Mac- 
donald,  Bart. ;  Sir  Watkin  W.  Wynn,  Bart.,  M.P. ; 
Mr.  AcUnd,  M.P. ;  Mr.  Bamett,  Mr.  CantreU.  Colonel 
Challoner,  Mr.  Dayies,  Mr.  Druce,  Mr.  Brandrcth  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Jonas,  Colonel  Kingscote.  M.P. ;  Mr.  Leeds,  Mr. 
Pain,  Mr.  Randell,  Mr.  Kansome,  Mr.  Shnttleworth,  Mr. 
Thompson,  Mr.  AVhitehead,  and  Dr.  Voelcker. 

The  following  new  members  were  elected  : — 
Bennett,  Alfred  W.,  Wharton,  Ross. 
Compton,  Thomas,  Fisherton  Delamere,  Heytesbnry. 
CrofU,  Lieutenant  Elichard  B.,  R.N.,  Great  Cozens,  Ware. 
Giles,  John,  Bradford  House,  Chaddesley,  Corbett,  Kidder- 
minster. 
Hardmg,  Thos.  King,  Harden  Bradley,  Bath. 
Hill,  John,  Sevemstoke,  Worcester. 
Hope,  Thos.  B.  Henfryn,  Rhyl. 
Jackson,  George.  Tattenhall  Hall,  Tattenhall,  Cheater. 
Jeyes,  Francis  C,  Baxworth,  Northamptonshire. 
Kynnersley,  C.  T.  Sneyd,  High  Fields,  Uttoxeter. 
Laurence,  Wm.,  Brockworth  Fark,  Gloucester. 
Martin,  Joseph,  Highfield  House,  Littleport. 
Middleditch,  £.  Taylor,  Blanadon  House,  Highwortli. 
Noek,  Charles,  Norton,  Shifnal. 
Pickering,  James,  Whitby,  Chester. 
Biddell,  Major-General  Charles  J.  B.,  Oaklands,  Chudleigh, 

Devon. 
Robinson,  Wm.  Wembdon,  Bridgwater. 
Scott,  Louis  G.,  79,  Eaton  Square,  S.W. 
Snow,  Thomas  Owen,  Lack  llall,  Chester. 
Stanton,  Rev.  J.  John,  Loviugton  Vicarage,  Bath. 
Swinnerton,  Wm.  Weston,  Styvechall  Grange,  Coventry. 
Torr,  Thos.  Joseph,  Dnmmer  House,  Basingstoke. 

The  following  recommendations  of  special  Councils  held 
in  the  showyard  were  ananimously  adopted  : — 

(1).  That  as  onW  £3  had  been  awarded  by  the  judges  in 
Section  IX.  Class  3,  the  remaining  amount  of  £7  be 
specially  given  for  churns  adapted  to  smidl  occupa- 
tions. 

(2).  That  a  third  prize  of  £25  be  given  to  Mr.  R.  Craddock, 
for  the  reserve  number  and  highly  commended  £srm 
occupied  by  him. 

(3.)  That  the  country  meeting  for  1871  should  be  held  in 
the  week  commencing  July  10,  instead  of  that  be- 
ginning July  17. 

Finance.— Colonel  Kingscote,  M.P.,  presented  the 
report,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  Secretary's 
receipts  daring  the  past  month  had  been  examined  by  the 
committee,  and  by  Messrs.  QaUter,  Ball  &  Co.,  the  So- 
ciety's accountants,  and  had  been  found  correct.  The 
balance  in  the  hands  of  the  bankers  on  July  81  was 
£7,608  7s.  4d.,  the  sum  of  £3,800  remaining  on  deposit. 
Cheqaes  to  the  amount  of  £9,176  17s.  Id,  were  ordered 
to  be  drawn.  The  committee  recommended  that  the 
Secretary  be  authorised  to  transfer  £2,000  from  the 
deposit  to  the  current  account ;  and  that  the  office  be 
closed  at  2  p.m.  on  Saturdays  from  after  the  first  Council 
meeting  following  the  country  meeting,  until  the  April 
Conncil  meeting.  The  committee  also  reported  that  on 
the  appeal  against  the  parish  rating  of  the  Society's  house, 
the  assessment  was  reduced  from  £280  to  £160  per 
annnm. — This  report  was  adopted. 

Journal.— Mr.  Thompson  (chairman)  reported  that 
the  judges  had  withheld  the  prize  offered  for  the  best 
essay  on  the  preparation,  preservation,  and  use  of 
sproated  grain  as  food  for  horses,  cattle,  and  sheep,  based 
on  practical  experience,  the  candidates  not  having  com- 


plied with  the  conditions  on  which  the  prize  was  offered. 
It  was  also  reported  that  the  judges  had  awarded  the 
prize  offered  for  the  best  description  of  the  most  improved 
form  of  kiln  for  burning  lime  for  agricultural  purposes  to 
the  writer  of  the  essay  bearing  the  motto  "  Improved 
Perpetual."  This  report  having  been  adopted,  the  chair- 
man announced  that  the  prize  essay  had  been  written  bj 
Mr.  Charles  Turner,  C.E.,  of  Magnolia  Cottage,  Shirlej, 
near  Southampton. 

Implement. — Mr.  B.  T.  Brandreth  Gibbs  reported 
that  the  committee  had  discussed  the  conditions  to  be 
added  to  the  Wolverhampton  prize-sheet,  and  that  thej 
recommended  that' the  secretary  be  instructed  to  draw  op 
a  draft  of  those  agreed  upou,  and  to  circulate  a  prelimi- 
nary proof  amongst  the  exhibitors  of  steam-cultivating 
machinery,  inviting  suggestions  thereon,  so  that  a  eom- 
plete  prize-sheet  may  be  published  in  November.  This 
report  was  adopted,  subject  to  a  proposed  regulation  pro- 
hibiting exhibitors  from  entering  duplicate  implements 
being  postponed  for  further  consideration. 

General  Oxford.— Lord  Walsingham  reported  thst 
the  committee  had  examined  the  Oxford  accounts,  and 
recommended  them  for  payment.  This  report  was 
adopted. 

General  Wolverhampton. — Mr.  D.  R.  Davies 
pi-eseuted  the  report  of  the  committee,  recommending 
that  Mr.  R.  H.  Masfen  be  requested  to  accept  the  office 
of  steward  of  forage  for  the  Wolverhampton  meeting, 
and  that  the  secretary  be  instructed  to  supply  him  with 
the  particulars  of  quantities  likely  to  be  required.  It 
was  also  reported  that  an  agreement  and  phn  had  bees 
arranged  between  the  mayor  and  town-clerk  of  WoItcf- 
hampton,  on  behalf  of  the  corooration,  and  the  honoraiy 
director  and  the  secretary  on  behalf  of  the  Society;  and 
the  committee  recommended  that  the  common  seal  of  the 
Society  and  the  signature  of  the  secretary  be  affixed  to 
the  said  agreement.    This  report  was  adopted. 

Showyard  Contracts. — Mr.  C.  Randell  reported  the 
recommendation  of  the  committee  that  so  much  of  the 

Slan  of  the  Wolverhampton  showyard  rcconunended  hj 
Ir.  Gibbs,  as  shows  the  land  required  and  the  situation 
of  the  entrances  and  implement  aheds,  be  adopted, 
leaving  the  completion  of  the  plan  to  be  afterwards 
settled  by  the  honorary  director  and  the  surveyor.  The 
surveyor's  report  on  the  showyard  works  at  Oxford 
had  been  received,  and  the  committee  recommended  the 
payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  coatnctor's 
account,  the  sum  due  for  additiions  to  the  permanent 
plant,  and  the  surveyor's  account  for  travelUng  expenses 
and  salary.  The  committee  submitted  the  foUowini 
comparative  statement  of  the  cost  of  showyard  works, 
and  of  the  sums  paid  by  exhibitors  at  the  last  three 
country  meetings  of  the  Society : — 

Cost  of  Showyard  Works.    Paid  by  Exhibitor. 

Leicester,  1868 £4,200  *J,0*1 

Manchester,  1809 5,476  2.724 

Oxford,  1870 5,3U6  2,774 

— showing  that  the  cost  of  showyard  works  at  each  place 
bears  very  nearly  the  same  proportion  to  the  amount 
paid  by  the  exhibitors.  An  application  having  been  made 
to  the  surveyor  to  furnish  to  ike  "  Society  des  Agrieol- 
teurs  de  IVance'*  plans  of  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society  * 
showyard  works,  the  committee  recommended  that  the 
Secretary  be  requested  to  ascertain  whether  they  are  ariced 
for  on  behalf  of  the  Society,  or  for  the  hm  of  intc&diiiS 
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contnctors.  In  the  former  case,  the  committee  recom- 
mended that  BQch  plans  be  famished  at  the  cost  of  the 
Rojal  Agricnltaial  Society.  This  report  was  adopted, 
after  a  oouTersation  on  the  position  of  the  entrance  to 
tlie  Wdyerhampton  showyard,  Mr.  Thompson  being  in 
&voor  of  a  central  entrance,  as  at  Oxford,  and  considering 
tiiis  the  general  opinion  ;  while  Mr.  Randell  maintained 
that  the  position  of  the  entrances  at  Oxford  entailed  a 
loss  to  implement  exhibitors,  and  was  adopted  in  that  case 
oalj  beeaoae  the  form  of  the  ground  rendered  it  a  neces- 
litj.  The  Secretary  was  authorised  to  sign  and  seal  an 
agreement  with  the  Corporation  of  Wolverhampton,  and 
a  sopplementary  agreement  with  the  Society's  contractor. 
Mr.  C.  Whitsheao  moved — "  That  prizes  be  offered 
for  implements  and  machinery  nsed  in  the  cultivation  and 
msDagement  of  hops."  In  support  of  his  motion  he 
urged  the  agricultural  and  economic  importance  of  hop 
cultivation,  and  stated  that  while  the  cost  of  cultivation 
lad  formerly  been  estimated  at  more  than  £30  per  acre, 
recent  improvements  in  implements  and  machinery  had 
redneedthis  cost  to  the  extent  of  £5  or  £6  per  acre  ; 
lietherefore  expected  that  the  stimulus  which  would  be 
giren  by  the  Society  offering  prizes  for  implements  and 
machinery  used  in  the  cultivation  and  management  of 
hope  would  still  farther  reduce  the  cost  of  production, 
and  enable  English  growers  to  compete  on  more  even 
terms  with  those  foreign  and  colonifd  hop  farmers  who 
had  the  great  advantages  of  cheaper  labour  and  more 
faronrable  climate.  Amongst  the  implements  for  which 
prizes  might  be  offiered  by  the  Society  he  mentioned  a 

n;h  or  digging  machine  which  would  supersede  the 
Ubour  with  the  "  spud,"  at  present  the  general  but 
coitly  method  of  turning  over  the  soU,  and  would 
ameliorate  the  physical  condition  of  the  labourers  in  the 
hop  growing  counties,  which  are  at  present  notorious  for 
the  kbooring  men  being  prematurely  bent  in  consequence 
of  this  "  spud"  labour.  As  specimens  of  other  deside- 
rata, he  mentioned  a  machine  for  packing  hops,  and  an 
adaptation  of  steam  for  drying  them,  and  he  concluded 
bj  stating  that  in  the  event  of  the  Council  accepting  his 
motion,  ^d  referring  the  details  to  the  implement  com- 
mittee, he  would  have  pleasure  in  rendering  any  assistance 
in  his  power.  The  motion  having  been  seconded  by  Mr. 
T.  Pain,  who  urged  that  the  subject  was  too  important 
for  delay,  a  discussion  ensued  in  which  Lord  Walsingham 
and  Mr.  Shnttieworth  suggested  that  the  details  should  be 
left  to  the  implement  committee,  Mr.  Ransome  preferring 


that  the  subject  should  be  dealt  with  As  a  whole  irrespec- 
tive of  the  Society's  classification.  Finally,  the  principle 
of  Mr.  Whitehead's  motion  having  been  adopted,  it  was 
referred,  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Chairman,  to  the  imple- 
ment committee  to  consider  what  prizes  for  implements 
and  machinery  for  the  cultivation  of  hops  can  be  inserted 
in  the  Society's  prize-lists. 

Mr.  T.  Pain,  having  called  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  the  implement  entries  at  Oxford  which  had 
no  reference  whatever  to  agriculture,  and  also  to  the  num- 
ber of  duplicate  entries,  a  discussion  ensued,  in  which 
Lord  Walsingham,  Mr.  Thompson,  and  Mr.  Bandell 
urged  that  by  prohibiting  the  exhibition  of  duplicate 
articles,  the  inconvenience  would  be  removed,  without 
drawing  too  hard  a  line.  Mr.  Ransome  and  Mr.  Shuttle- 
worth  suggested  that  so  large  a  subject  should  be  allowed 
to  stand  over  for  more  ample  discussion  in  November ; 
while  Lord  Powis,  Colonel  Challoner,  and  other  mem- 
bers of  Council,  advocated  the  admission  into  the  show- 
yard  of  certain  articles  not  strictly  agricultural,  such  as 
carriages,  &c.,  for  the  convenience  of  farmers  and  others 
living  in  sequestered  parts  of  the  country.  The  distinc- 
tion between  the  two  portions  of  the  subject  having  been 
insisted  upon  by  the  Chairman,  who  agreed  with  a  sug- 
gestion from  Lord  Walsingham  that,  although  it  might  be 
advisable  to  prohibit  the  exhibition  of  duplicates,  an  ex- 
ception should  be  made  in  &vour  of  implements  belong- 
ing to  the  classes  for  trial,  in  each  year,  it  was  finally 
moved  by  Mr.  Thompson,  seconded  bv  Mr.  Ransome,  and 
carried  unanimously,  "  lliat  the  implement  committee  be 
requested  tn  consider  and  report  in  November,  whether 
any  and  what  restrictions  should  in  future  be  imposed  on 
the  exhibition  of  duplicate  implements,  especially  by 
agents,  and  on  the  exhibition  of  miscellaneous  articles." 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Walsingham,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Thompson,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  thanks 
of  the  Council  be  specially  conveyed  to  Mr.  J.  Mason, 
ktc  High  Sheriff  of  Oxfordshire,  for  his  liberality  in 
offering  the  prize  of  a  silver  cup,  value  100  guineas,  for 
the  best-managed  &rm  in  the  Oxford  district. 

Protests  from  exhibitors  of  live  stock  were  reported 
upon  by  the  senior  steward,  and  the  Secretary  was 
instructed  to  communicate  with  the  several  persons  con- 
cemed,  in  accordance  with  the  ternu  of  the  report. 

The  Council,  having  granted  the  usual  leave  of  absence 
so  the  Secretary  and  clerks,  adjourned  over  the  recess 
until  Wednesday,  November  2. 


ROYAL   AGBICULTURAL    SOCIETY   OF    IRELAND. 


MEETING    AT  BALLINASLOE. 


There  is  something  particularly  satisfactory  in  the  con- 
tinued prosperity  of  the  Societies  of  Agriculture.  There 
w  now  scarcely  an  institution  of  the  kind,  but  that  with 
ujthing  like  proper  management  is  fionrishing  exceed- 
ingly- And  yet  it  is  not  so  long  since  that  manv  of 
jjj»e  associations  were  in  a  very  languishing  condition. 
They  seemed  chiefly  to  rely  upon  as  directly  to  court  a 
artain  unwholesome  sort  of  patronage.  Thqr  were 
o?ttlaid  by  the  great  people  of  the  district,  and  if  the 
I)Qke  did  not  eome  to  the  dinner  they  stared  ruin  in  the 
ttce.  By  this  time  there  is  often  enough  no  dinner  to  go 
to,  and  if  his  Grace  visits  the  show  he  walks  about  very 
moch  like  any  other  man,  handles  the  Shorthorns, 
cnUdsesthe  horse  judges,  and  possibly  ventures  to  buy  a 
aonthdown  ahearling  on  his  own  account.  Some  twenty 
yean  since  the  exception  was  to  attend  the  ploughing 


match  or  the  stock  show,  and  the  rule  to  be  just  in  time 
for  "the  banquet,"  where  sundry  long  orations  were 
delivered,  at  which  country-folks  cheered  and  towns* 
people  laughed.  The  leading  societies  of  the  kingdom, 
like  the  Royal,  the  Yorkshire,  and  the  West  of  England, 
have  gradually  abandoned  such  entertainments,  and  yet 
they  have  never  been  doing  so  well.  The  reason  of  this 
is  sufficiently  plain.  The  actual  business  of  such 
occasions  has  come  more  and  more  to  be  encouraged, 
the  nractical  element  has  been  developed,  and  taking  five 
hundred  pounds  at  the  gates  does  a  deal  more  good  than 
would  a  donation  of  double  the  amount  from  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  the  county. 

Nevertheless,  there  is  at  this  very  moment  one  such  na- 
tional institution  whose  case  comes  in  marked  contrast  to 
that  of  its  fellows.    The  Royal  Agricultural    Society  o 
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Ireland  is  evidently  in  a  bad  way,  as  perhaps  the 
worst  show  ever  held  nnder  its  auspices  has  just 
been  celebrated  at  Ballinasloe.  The  entries  were  small, 
and,  with  an  exception  or  so,  the  sample  indifferent. 
On  the  first  blush  it  would  look  as  if  the  nncer- 
tainty  engcndend  by  the  new  Land  Bill  had  put  the 
farmers  out  of  heart,  and  that  in  such  a  state  of  transition 
they  had  resolved  to  do  as  little  as  possible.  But  it  is 
not  so.  The  stock,  cattle,  sheep,  and  pigs  are  not  only 
increasing  in  numbers,  but  rising  in  reputation.  Short- 
horn fanciers  will  tell  yon  that  they  have  some  of  our  best 
strains  of  blood  in  Ireland,  and  that  the  effect  of  this  is 
already  apparent.  At  the  annual  banquet  the  other 
evening — for  they  still  hold  to  such  festivals  in  Ireland — 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  said,  "  I  would  wish  to  call  attention 
to  the  stock  of  this  country,  which  has  had  such  great  re- 
putation of  recent  years,  which  produces  such  wealth  to 
the  country,  and  ivhich  is  so  eagerly  sought  for  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Irish  Channel.  I  believe  that  the  stock 
in  Ireland  has  been  greatly  increasing,  and  consequently 
the  wealth  of  the  country,  in  regard  to  stock,  has  also  in- 
creased very  considerably  during  the  past  few  years.  I 
am  not  able  to  give  yon  many  statistics,  but  I  can  give 
yon  a  few  figures.  With  regard  to  the  stock  of  this  coun- 
try dnring  the  last  year,  I  find  that  the  value  of  stock 
in  Ireland  has  increased  over  the  value  in  1869  by 
nearly  half  a  million  sterling.  If  we  go  into  the  subject 
further,  we  shall  find  that  the  number  of  cattle  increased 
by  nearlv  67,000  since  last  year,  and  what  is  still  more 
remarkable  is,  the  number  of  pigs  in  the  country,  an  im- 
portant item  to  the  poor  farmer,  has  increased  by  about 
3d7>468."  And  yet,  in  the  face  of  this,  the  national  Agri- 
cultural Society  of  the  sister  kingdom  is  fast  going  to  the 
bad.  With  the  stock  increasing  so  extensively,  the  Society 
can  get  up  no  show  of  stock.  The  costly  Shorthorn,  the 
much-landed  Roscommon  sheep,  and  that  poor  man's 
friend,  the  pig,  all  alike  hold  aloof  from  a  meeting  the 
object  of  which  is  to  do  them  and  their  breeders  every 
proper  honour. 

If  not  overlaid  by  great  people,  the  management 
here  is  made  to  depend  too  much  upon  the  amateur 
element.  The  practical  farmer  is,  as  a  rule,  carefully 
kept  at  arm's-length.  He  is  taught  to  feel  that  he 
has  at  best  only  an  outside  interest  in  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  he  has  become  indifferent  accordingly. 
The  Royal  Agricultural  Society  of  England  was  at  one 
period  &8t  drifting  into  the  same  state  of  things; 
when  the  fact  of  a  tenant  farmer  offering  an  opinion 
at  a  general  meeting  was  regarded  as  an  imperti- 
nence, and  the  proposal  to  put  a  farmer  on  the  council  as 
an  act  of  rebellion.  But  a  better  spirit  prevailed,  and 
the  wholesome  constitution  of  the  Society  was  recovered. 
Practical  men,  that  is  men  who  live  by  their  business,  now 
have  quite  their  fair  share  and  weight  in  all  that  is  done  in 
Hanover  Square,  while  none  of  course  are  of  more  service 
when  on  duty  at  the  show.  In  Ireland  there  would  seem  to 
be  a  very  legion  of  Stewards,  who  are  very  active  in  getting 
into  each  other's  way,  if  they  do  not  accomplish  much 
more.  And  this  leads  on  the  point  as  to  how  strong  a  pro- 
portion of  these  gentlemen  in  office  are  farmers,  and  how 
many  are  mere  amateurs,  agents,  or  otherwise  P  The  same 
question  of  course  would  apply  to  the  organisation  of  the 
Council,  and  this  we  ask  in  mere  ignorance,  as  our  expe- 
rience has  been  rather  of  the  meetings  than  the  internal 
arrangements  of  the  Society.  If,  however,  as  we  are  in- 
clined to  suspect,  the  direction  has  been  confined  almost 
exclusively  to  the  gentlemen  and  their  people,  there  can  be 
little  wonder  that  the  Society  has  advanced  so  slowly. 
Every  man  likes  to  have  something  of  a  voice  and  a  hand 
in  the  management  of  his  own  business,  and  here  in 
England  we  have  gradually  come  to  see  that  the  work- 
ing  of   an   agricnltoial    association  u  especially  the 


business  of  agriculturists.  When  his  Sxsellenejr 
turns  to  his  own  county  he  will  remember 
that  the  Northamptonshire  Agricnltural  Society  ii 
mainly  under  the  management  of  the  Northampton- 
shire farmers.  The  working  committee  is  a  committte 
of  working  men,  who  are  always  ready  to  wdeome  the 
landlords  to  their  councils,  but  who  are  by  no  means  pre- 
pared to  stand  aside  while  others  do  their  work  for  them. 
Nay,  to  the  credit  of  the  country-gentlemen,  this  is  nerei 
attempted.  They  pay  their  subscriptions ;  many  of  them 
make  entries  of  stock,  and  some  occasionally  hold  office 
on  the  ground,  but  in  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  own  home 
the  occupiers  rather  than  the  owners  are  responsihle  for 
the  success  of  their  Agricultural  Society. 

"  I  believe  that  the  Land  Act  will  set  at  rest  the  land 
agitation  in  Ireland.  It  is  my  honest  conviction  thst 
good  landlords  will  not  be  seriously  affected  by  the  mea- 
sure; that  their  influence  will  not  be  ^minished,  bnt 
rather  increased ;  and  that  the  influenee  of  their  order 
will  be  much  greater  in  consequence  of  the  checks  and 
restrictions  which  will  now  be  placed  on  those  whoie 
conduct  towards  the  tenants  has  hitherto  bwered  them 
in  general  estimation.*'  So  says  her  Mijesty's  repraen* 
tative  when  addressing  a  company  of  agricnltmiiti ; 
and  at  such  an  era  in  the  history  of  the  coaotry  it 
would  be  very  lamentable,  as  it  would  be  a  very  bad  lign 
if  such  an  institution  as  the  national  Agricoltunl  Societj 
were  suffered  to  fall  through.  It  would  seem  to  angnr 
that  the  landlords  and  tenants  in  Ireland  could  not  work 
together  for  one  common  object,  that  they  had  no  eonii- 
dence  in,  and  no  desire  for  communion  one  with  the 
other.  And  yet  the  fortunes  of  the  Society  sre  coming 
very  much  to  this.  Ballinasloe  is  not  an  exceptionallj 
bad  show,  as  such  an  accident  might  happen  soywhere ; 
but  for  years  these  meetings  have  been  gradually  bnt  cer- 
tainly declining  in  interest  and  influence.  The  presence, 
in  fiict,  of  the  Lord-lieutenant  has  alone  of  late  serred  to 
give  any  importance  to  the  occasion ;  while  however 
ably  a  man  like  Lord  Spencer  may  deport  himself,  howerer 
sound  and  encouraging  may  be  the  tone  of  his  remarki,  it 
must  still  be  uphill  work  to  compliment  a  cowtij 
through  the  agency  of  an  institution,  which  his  well-prac- 
ticed eye  would  tell  him  was  so  unmistakeable  a  faHoiC' 

The  sheds  and  fittings-np  were  admirable,  sad  the 
best  that  the  Society  ever  had  ;    the   area  fenced  is 
containing  about  eight    acres;    bnt    despite  the  pS 
preliminary,  this  was  about  the  worst  show  in  point 
of  numbers  of  Shorthorns  ever  known.    It  is  now  ex- 
actly twenty-five  years  since  the  Society  held  its  show  here 
(in  1845),  when  eighty-nine  Shorthorns  of  all  ages  were 
shown  ;  while  the  entry  for  the  year  1870  was  bat  fifty- 
six,  with  five  of  these  making  no  appearance,  so  that  hot 
just  over  fifty  were  brought  forward.    Indeed,  had  not 
Mr.  Ganly,  the  Irish  cattle  salesmaster  and  auctioneer,  hare 
come  to  the  rescue,  and  brought  in  no  leas  than  seventeen 
for  the  several  sections,  the  Irish  Royal  Shorthorn  Show 
would  have  dwindled  dovm  to  thirty-four.    Snch  well- 
known  breeders  as  Messrs.  Barns,  Pratt,  Tynte,  Welsled, 
Jones,  Woods,  Groves,  and  a  host  of  others,  made  no 
sign,  and  not  a  single  animal  from  Engknd  or  Scotland 
was  entered,  notwithstanding  that  Ballinasloe  lies  in  the 
centre  of  a  fine  grazing  ana  arable  country,  and  u  sp' 
proachable  from  every  direction,  by  both  railway  »nd 
canal.    There  must  be  something  radically  wrong  in  the 
conduct  of  Irish  agricultural  matters,  as  there  would  «em 
to  be  too  many  non-practical  honoraiy  officials  ilonruhing 
about,  decorated  with  several  coloured  ribbons,  and  too 
few  working  men.    In  fact,  an  official  prixe  list  is  ncTcr 
even  prepared,  and  the  press  must  get  it  as  best  theymsj- 
The  managing  men  do  not  seem  to  know  their  own 
minds,  and  there  are  so  many  conflicting  interests  w  w- 
concile,  that  any  attempt  at  arranging  matters  in  s  bnfl* 
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nesi-like  manner  is  panlyaed.  Early  in  last  year  it  was 
arranged  to  hold  this  season's  show  in  Dablin ;  but  in  the 
migntoiy  ammgements  the  right  fell  to  the  province  of 
CoDoaught,  and  by  great  exertion  the  decision  was 
rexindS.  The  sooner  that  the  Society  adopts  some  more 
steady  course  the  bettier,  for  it  is  perfectly  apparent 
now  that  its  days  are  numbered,  unless  the  Royal  Agri- 
coitunl  and  Royal  Dublin  Societies  amalgamate,  for  the 
jealoQsies  and  cliqueism  that  prevail  will  end  most  disas- 
troQsly  to  one  or  the  other,  and  tbe  country  be  thrown 
iMck  an  age  in  its  most  vital  function. 

In  the  old  Shorthorn  bull  section,  Mr.  Chaloner's 
SoTcreiga  and  Mr.  Smith's  Lictor  met  again  with  the 
old  result :  they  have  been  so  repeatedly  before  the  public 
that  it  is  needless  to  recapitulate  their  separate  points, 
aad  we  need  only  say  that  Sovereign  took  on  this  occasion 
the  Pardon  Challenge  Cup.  In  the  next  section  Mr. 
Smith's  Lictor  holds  the  first  position,  as  gained  at  the 
Dablin  Royal  Spring  Meeting ;  but  Mr.  Cosby's  Colonel 
Frank  and  Mr.  Moffet's  Dey  of  Algiers  change  places 
■ince  that  meeting,  and  Mijor  D'Arcy's  St.  Valentine 
takes  a  new  prize,  the  Bristol  Cup,  to  be  competed  for 
locally.  Nine  yearling  bulls  formed  the  next  section; 
hot  the  judges  made  a  grievous  mistake  in  putting  Mr. 
Reynell's  Prince  Arthur  Patrick  first,  as  he  is  a  weak- 
backed  bull  with  bad  crops,  while  N.  M.  Archall's  un- 
placed Sam  was  much  better.  The  baby  bulls  were 
three,  of  which  Mr.  Massy's  Baronet,  put  first,  and 
Mr.  Ganly's  unplaced  Prince  of  Rosedale  have  good 
pedigrees,  and  are  nice  things  enough ;  but  Mr.  Cosby 
gires  no  pedigree  with  his  King  Herod.  In  the  aged  cows 
Mr.  Ganly  shows  no  less  than  five,  taking  all  the 
hoQonrs.  His  first-pkiced  cow  Leah,  with  a  good  dash 
of  Booth  blood  in  her,  is  a  fine,  roomy,  wealthy  cow, 
and  possesses  much  sweetness.  There  were  but  two  for 
three-year-old  heifer  honours,  both  entered  Mr.  Ganly's, 
who  had  a  walk-over.  They  were  by  British  Flag, 
and,  very  good,  but  shown  in  poor  condition.  In  the 
two-year-old  section  for  heifers  Mr.  Bolton's  Ally  Gwynne, 
the  commended  at  Oxford,  and  the  first  at  the  Royal 
Dnblin  Spring  Meeting  was  put  justly  first,  though  Mr. 
Ganly's  Queen  of  Denmark,  from  the  Straffan  pastures,  a 
sweet  handler  and  of  prime  quality,  made  a  capital  second. 
The  yearling  heifers  were  remarkably  good,  as  amongst  them 
wen  Mr.  Meadows'  splendid  heifer  Chaumontel,  now  Mr. 
Bolton's,  and  Mr.  Smith's  lovely  Gertrude,  which  caused 
the  judges  at  the  Dublin  Spring  Meeting  such  a  lengthened 
diacnasion  as  to  their  relative  merits ;  but  they  met  again, 
only  with  the  same  result.  Mr.  Bolton  had  another  beauty, 
Glossy's  Woodbine,  now  highly  commended,  and  that, 
with  Chaumontel,  took  the  Purdou  Challenge  Cup  for 
the  best  two  yearling  heifers.  The  commendations  were 
Mr.  Massy's  Lady  James  and  Mr.  Smith's  Victoria  Albert. 
The  heifer  calves  were  both  entered  by  Mr.  Ganly,  and 
^ery  neat  things  they  are,  as  more  than  likely  they  will 
be  heard  of  again. 

The  Herefords,  as  usual  at  Irish  shows,  were  few — ^but 
one  bun,  three  cows,  and  two  heifers.  The  Devons 
mustered  stronger,  with  three  bulls,  five  cows,  and  three 
heifers,  while  seven  polled  Angus  and  Galloways  were 
classed  together.  As  a  semi-mountain  breed,  the  polled 
ingDs  stands  pre-eminent  in  Irebind,  as  Mr.  Owen  finds 
to  his  profit,  and  a  finer  bull  than  his  imported  Crathie 
Jock  2nd,  woold  be  hard  to  find,  while  his  fine  cow 
^laggie  is  scareely  inferior,  though  bred  in  Ireland. 
The  other  breeds  exhibited  were  West  Highknds,  four, 
a  profitable  nee ;  \yrshire8,  seven;  Kerries,  eight;  and 
miscellaneous  breeds,  seven.  The  tenant  class,  valued 
for  poor  rate  under  £100  per  annum  where  some  had 
the  plnck  to  come  from  the  north  and  Tipperary,  exhi- 
bited ten  very  superior  cows. 


Eight  thoroughbred  stallions  were  paraded  for  the 
Croker  Challenge  Cup,  which  went  to  Mr.  St.  George, 
Tyrone  House,  for  Tom  King ;  but  four  entered  for  the 
four-year-old  gelding  or  filly  prizes,  to  be  up  to  at  least 
13  stone ;  some  very  good  and  sound  breeding  mares,  not 
thorough  bred,  were  shown  among  the  nine  entered,  two 
of  which  were  commended  along  with  the  two  prizes. 
Some  really  good  Clydesdale  stallions  and  draught  mares 
finished  the  show  of  horses,  which  it  was  expected  would 
have  been  much  better  and  more  numerous  than  it  turned 
out  to  be. 

Amongst  other  disappointments  connected  with  the  Irish 
Royal  meeting  of  1870,  must  be  classed  the  show  of  sheep, 
which  for  months  past  was  given  out  as  to  be  the  best 
ever  held  by  that  Society.  The  pure  Leicester  rams  were 
well  represented  by  Mr.  Seymour  Mowbray,  Allan  Pollok, 
William  Owen,  and  William  R.  Meade,  the  latter  having 
had  by  far  the  greater  number.  Mr.  Marris,  from  Lincoln- 
shire, though  entered  for  several  in  most  of  the  sections, 
did  not  show  one.  Twelve  shearling  and  ten  aged  rams 
filled  the  pens  in  this  class.  The  ewes  were  poorly  re- 
presented, there  being  but  three  pens  of  shearlings  and 
three  pens  of  lamb  ewes  in  the  yard.  The  Border  Leices- 
ters  numbered  but  seven  shearlings  and  three  aged  rams, 
one  pen  of  shearlings,  and  three  pens  of  lamb  ewes ;  the 
rams  for  the  greater  part  were  good,  and  Mr.  L.  Bland's 
four-shear  particularly  so ;  in  fact,  he  is  a  magnificent 
sheep.  But  the  greatest  disappointment  was  in  the  num- 
bers of  Roscommon  sheep  shown,  after  so  much  talk 
being  made  about  them ;  probably  the  breeders  are  keep- 
ing up  their  strength  for  the  Great  Horse  and  Sheep  Show, 
about  to  be  hedd  by  the  Dublin  Society.  However,  though 
there  was  a  paucity  in  numbers,  the  quality  was  good, 
and  it  appears  that  all  the  most  noted  brecdera 
were  represented;  such  as  Messrs.  J.  Blood  Smith, 
County  Limerick ;  the  two  Cottons,  Longford  House ; 
B.  Flynn,  Tulsk;  Glancy,  Skapard ;  Roberts,  Farn; 
David  Lynch,  Springfield ;  and  Allan  Pollok,  Lismanny ; 
all  of  County  Roscommon.  There  were  ten  each  of  shear- 
ling and  aged  rams,  with  two  pens  of  shearling  ewes,  and 
four  of  lambs  exhibited.  Of  other  long-woollcd  sheep, 
the  most  extensive  exhibitor  was  Mr.  Besle  Brown,  who 
had  six  shearling,  two  aged  rams,  and  one  pen  of  shearling 
Cotswold  ewes,  with  which  he  took  prizes.  The  Shrop- 
shire Downs  were  weak  in  numbers,  and  Mr.  C.  W. 
Hamilton  made  sure  of  all  the  money  prizes  and  a  medal. 

The  shows  of  pigs  and  poultry  were  most  excellent, 
and  the  best  features  of  the  meeting. 

The  dairy  produce  was  very  good,  and  the  flax  was 
also  good,  but  lacked  sufficient  competition. 

The  implements  and  machinery  occupied  about 
fifty  stands.  The  English  exhibitors  were — Bradford 
Manchester  and  London;  Garrett,  Leiston,  Suffolk; 
Reading  Iron  Works,  Reading;  Hodgkin,  West  Derby, 
Liverpool;  De  Leon  and  Andre,  London;  W.  A. 
Wood,  London ;  Dodge,  London ;  Richmonds  and  Nor- 
ton, Liverpool;  Teighe  and  Smith,  London;  Cambridge, 
Bristol ;  Ashby,  Jeffery,  and  Luke,  Stamford ;  Samuel- 
son,  Banbury;  Hilton,  Liverpool;  Eastwood,  Blackburn; 
Gibbs  and  Co.,  London ;  Waide,  Leeds.  Prom  Scotland 
— Gordon  and  Co.,  Ayr;  Gray,  Uddingston.  From 
France— CoUyer.  Irish— R.  W.  Morgan,  Dublin ;  Gould- 
ing,  Cork  and  Dublin ;  Kennan,  Dublin ;  Ferrier,  Ath- 
lone;  M'Kenzie  and  Sons,  Cork,  Dublin,  and  Belfast; 
Barr6,  Dublin ;  Madden,  BalUnasloe ;  Harpur,  Ballinas- 
loe;  Alexander,  Dublin;  Jacques,  Dublin;  Baldwin, 
Dublin;  Brown,  Dublin;  Giay,  Belfast;  Askin,  New- 
townwards;  Martin,  Dublin;  M*Master,  Hodgson,  and 
Co.,  Dublin;  R.  Irvine,  Athenry;  W.  Carson  and  Sons, 
London  and  Dublin. 
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Judges.— U.  Thurnall,  N.  G.  Barihorp,  B.  WtiDman,  H. 
Hcywood,  J.  PoUock,  S.  Mowbray,  B.  Kae,  O.  Huston,  W. 
lUchardflon,  N.  Arclidall,  L.  Ihonder,  T.  Harris,  J.  Payn- 
t«r,  J.  Bogge,  J.  A.  Pardon,  &.  Reynell,  Major  D'Arcy,  S. 
Gamett,  6.  Cueston,  H.  Pigatock,  T.  Boad,  A.  Warburton, 
&L  Staunton,  W.  Merry,  Bat.  J.  Bradshaw,  De  C.  Kenne- 
lick,  &.  C.  Wade,  W.  Fethertton,  H.  Oreene,  and  W.  Greene, 

PRIZE    LIST. 

The  Pardon  Challenge  Cap,  valae  60  gi.,  for  the  best 
Shorthorn  bull  calved  on  or  after  1st  January,  1863  (won  last 
year  hj  R.  Chaloner}.— R.  Chaloner,  of  Kingsfort,  Kells 
(Sovereign). 

The  Pardon  Challenge  Cap,  60  gs.,  for  tlie  two  best  Short- 
liorn  heifers  (won^in  1869  by^  Win.  Bolton).— Wm.  Bolton, 
The  Island,  Oulart,  county  Wexford  (Chaumontel  and  Alky 
Gwvnne). 

The  Bristol  Challenge  Cup,  for  the  best  bull  in  the  district 
—Major  D'Arqr,  Castlepark  (St.  Valentine). 

The  Croker  Challenge  Cup,  value  £50,  with  £20  added,  for 
tlie  best  weight-carrying  thoroughbred  stallion  (won  last  year 
by  F.  H.  Power). — W.  St.  George,  Tyrone  House,  Oranmore 
(Tom  King). 

The  Cork  Challenge  Cup.  value  £20,  for  the  best  shearling 
ram  (won  last  year  by  F.  11.  Power). — W.  Owen,  Blessington. 

CATTLE. 

8H0BTH0B1«S. 

Pidl,  calved  on  or  after  the  1st  January,  1865,  and  previous 
to  the  1st  January,  1868. — First  prize,  10  sovs.,  R.  Chaloner, 
Kingsfort,  Moynalty,  Meath  (Sovereign) ;  second,  5  sovs., 
E.  J.  Smith,  Islanmore,  Croom,  county  Limerick  (Lictor). 

Bull  calved  in  the  year  1868.— First  prize,  13  sovs.,  £.  J. 
Smith,  Islanmore,  Croom,  Limerick  (The  Earl) ;  second,  5  sovs., 
R.  G.  Cosby,  Stradbally  UaU,  Queen^  C>)unty  (O>loiiel  Freak). 

Bull  calved  in  1869.— First  prize,  13  sovs.,  R.  W.  Reynell 
(Pnnce  Arthur  Patrick) ;  second,  6  sovs.,  IM.  M.  Archdall, 
Crocknacrieve,  Ballinamallard  (Sam). 

Bull  calf,  calved  in  1870.— First  prize,  6  sovs.,  Hon.  J. 
Massy,  Limerick  (Baronet) ;  second,  3  sovs.,  R.  Cosby  (King 
Herod). 

Cow,  in  calf  or  in  milk,  calved  previous  to  1st  January, 
1870.— First  prize,  10  sovs.,  J.  (Hnly  (Leah)  ;  second,  5  sovs., 
J.  Ganly  (Modesty). 

Heifer,  in  calf  or  in  milk,  calved  in  1867. — First  prize,  10 
sovs.,  J.  Ganly  (Spring  Rose) ;  second,  5  sovs.,  J.  Ganly  (Lady 
Clarina). 

Hmfer,  in  calf  or  in  milk,  calved  in  1868. — First  prize,  10 
sovs.,  W.  Bolton  (Alley  Gwynne) ;  second,  5  sovs.,  J.  Ganly 
(Queen  of  Denmark). 

Heifer,  calved  in  1869.— First  prize,  10  sovs.,  W.  Bolton 
(Chaumontel) ;  second,  5  sovs.,  £.  J.  Smith  (C}ertrude}. 

Heifer  calf,  calved  in  1870.— First  prize,  J.  Ganly  (The 
Angel)  ;  second,  J.  Qtnlj  (Leah  2nd). 

BKRXP0KD8,  DSTONS,    AND  POLLED  ANGUS. 

Hereford  bull,  calved  on  or  after  1st  January,  1865.— Prize 
15  sovs.,  R.  W.  Reynell. 

Hereford  cow,  in  calf  or  in  milk,  calved  previous  to  1st 
January,  1867.— Prize,  Joseph  Tuite,  Sonna  and  Calleen, 
Mnllingar. 

Hereford  heifer,  calved  in  1868  or  1869.— Prize,  R.  W. 
Revnell. 

Devon  bull,  calved  on  or  after  1st  January,  1865. — Prize,  J. 
Peake. 

Devon  cow,  in  calf  or  in  milk,  calved  previous  to  1st  Jan., 
1867.— Prize,  J.  Peake. 

Devon  heifer,  calved  in  1868  or  1869.— Prize,  C.  Boyle. 

Polled  Angus  or  Galloway  bull,  calved  on  or  after  1st  Jan., 
1865. — ^Prize,  10  sovs.,  Wm.  Owen,  Blessington,  county  Wick- 
low. 

Polled  Angus  or  Galloway  cow,  in  calf  or  in  milk,  calved 
previous  to  Jan.,  1867.— Prize,  W.  Owen. 

Polled  Angus  or  Galloway  heifer,  calved  in  1868  or  1869.— 
Prize,  F.  I^ynell,  Donnerbrewer,  Londonderry. 

OTHER  BREEDS. 

West  Highland  cow,  in  calf  or  in  milk,  calved  previous  to 
1st  Jan.,  1867.— Prize,  A.  PoUok. 

West  Highknd  heifer,  calved  in  1868  or  1869.— Prize.  A. 
Pollok. 

^rshke  bull,  calved  on  or  after  1st  January,  1865.— Prize, 


Ayrshire  cow,  in  calf  or  in  milk,  calved  previooi  to  1st 
Januanr,  1867.— Prize,  D.  Patton. 

Ayrshire  heifer,  calved  in  1868  or  1869.— Prize,  DsTid 
Patton. 

Kerry  Bull,  calved  on  or  after  Ist  January,  1865.— Prize, 
Captain  Baylejr. 

Kerry  cow,  m  calf  or  in  milk,  calved  previous  to  1st  Ju., 
1867.— Prize,  J.  T.  CoUins,  Ballinasloe. 

Keny  heifer,  calved  in  1868  or  1869.— Prize,  C^ptaia 
Bayley. 

Cow  of  any  breed,  in  calf  or  milk,  calved  previous  to  1st 
Jan.,  1867,  not  Qualified  to  compete  in  foregoug  sections.— 
Prize,  J.  Gfanly,  HiUsboro*,  Lucan. 

Heifer  of  any  breed,  calved  in  1868.— Prize,  F.Tretor, 
Beech  Hill,  Donnybrook. 

Cow,  in  calf  or  in  milk.— First  prize,  D.  Patton,  Tryoanij; 
second,  W.  T.  D.  W.  Wood,  Lisdnff,  Killimore. 

Heifer,  in  calf  or  in  milk,  calved  in  1867.— Prize,  B.  Psttos. 

Heifier  calved  in  1868  or  1869.— First  and  second  prizei,  P. 
Qnin. 

HORSES. 

Croker  Challenge  Cup,  value  60  sovs.,  with  80  sovs.  sdded, 
weight-carrying  thoroughbred  ttalUon. — ^Prize,  W.  St  (yeoij^ 
l^rone  House.  Oranmore  (Tom  King). 

Gelding  or  filly  suited  for  hunting  purposes,  and  up  to  at 
least  13  stooe,  fraled  on  or  after  1st  January,  1866.~Ftnt 
prize,  10  sovs.,  A.  Pollok ;  second,  5  sovs..  Major  Seymoar. 

Brood  mare,  not  thoroughbred,  in  foal,  or  having  a  fbal  at 
foot,  or  havinr  reared  a  fbd  in  1870.— First  prize,  10  ion.,T. 
GUncy,  Frenchlawn,  Ballintubber,  Castlerea ;  second,  6  aors., 
R.  Bodkin,  Annagh,  Co.  Galway. 

Gelding  or  filly,  suited  for  ooadiing  purposes,  foaled  oa  or 
after  1st  January,  1866.— First  prize,  10  sovs.,  A  PoUok; 
second,  5  sovs.,  R.  Bodkin. 

AGRICULTURAL  HORSES. 

Stallion  of  any  breed,  for  agricultural  purposes,  foaled  on  or 
the  1st  of  January,  1863,  and  previous  to  the  1st  Jan.,  1867. 
—Prize,  20  sovs.,  W.  G.  Benner,  Tralee. 

Stallion,  foaled  on  or  after  the  1st  January,  1867.— Fn2C> 
10  sovs.,  R.  Kerr. 

Draught  mare,  in  foal,  or  with  foal  at  her  foot,  or  haviog 
reared  a  foal  in  the  vear  1870.— First  prize,  10  sovs.,  S.  B. 
Kerr,  Kathmoyle,  Eaenderry ;  second,  5  sovs.,  A.  PoUok. 

Draught  gelding  or  filly,  foaled  on  or  after  1st  Jan.,  1867- 
-First  prize,  Sylvester  Kerr,  Eyreoourt,  Ballinaskw;  secoad, 

A.  Pollok. 

SHEEP. 

LEICBSTERS. 

Shearling  ram.— First  prize,  10  sovs.,  W.  Owen ;  aeoosd,  5 
sovs.,  W.  R.  Meade. 

Ram  of  any  other  age. — ^First  and  second  prizes,  W.  Oveo. 

Five  shearling  ewes.— First  prize.  Sir  A.  Walsh,  Bui; 
second,  S.  Mowbny. 

Five  ewe  lambs.— Prize,  Sir  A.  Walsh,  Bart 

BOEDER  LEICE8TER8. 

Shearling  ram.- First  prize,  10  sovs.,  J.  Pedder,  Forioog, 
D*Loughtane ;  second,  5  sovs.,  A.  PoUok ;  third,  medal,  Johi 
Pedder,  Furlong. 

Ram  of  any  age. — First  and  second  prizes,  L.  H.  Bland, 
Q.C. 

Five  shearling  ewes. — Prize,  A.  Pollok. 

ROSCOMMON    SHEEF.  ^^ 

Shearlingram.— First  prize,  10  sovs.,  T.  Roberts;  aecoad, 
5  sovs.,  R.  flynn ;  third,  medal,  R.  Flynn. 

Ram  of  any  age.— First  prize,  J.  B.  Smith;  aeeoad,  K. 
Flynn ;  third,  T.  RoberU. 

ij'ife  shearling  ewes.— Pint  prize,  C.  Cotton;  aeeoad,  wa. 
Cotton. 

Five  ewe  Iambs. — ^Prize,  W.  Cotton. 

OTHER  LOIVG-WOOLLED  SHEEP. 

Shearling  ram,— First  prize,  T.  B.  Brown;  second,  J.  »• 
Smith,  third,  T.  B.  Brown.  . 

Ram  of  any  other  age.— First  and  second  prizes,  T.  lx» 
Brown.  ,  , 

Five  sheariine  ewer.— First  prize,  T.  B.  Brown ;  second,  J. 

B.  Smith ;  third,  T.  Cornwall. 

SHROP  OR  OTHER  DOWNS. 

Shearling  ram.— First  prize,  10  sovs.,  C.  W.  Hinnwi 
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teeoai  5  lOTi.,  C.  W.  Hamilton;  third,  medal,  C.  W. 
Hamilton. 

Bam  of  aa^  otlier  age. — First  and  second  prizes,  C.  W. 
Hamilton ;  tlurd,  S.  Mowbray. 

Open  for  competition  to  Tenant  Farmers  whose  Poor-Lciw 
valnation  is  under  £100  per  annum. 

Five  ewes  which  have  reared  lambs  in  1870. — First  prize, 
P.  Qoina  ;  second,  M.  Marnane. 

nre  hogget  ewes.— First  prize,  P.  Qoinn;  second,  Fat. 
Bogera. 

PIGS. 

COLOURED  BREED. 

Boar  under  18  months  old. — First  prize.  Major  D'Arcy; 
NcoadJ.  J.  M'Cabc. 

Boar  orer  18  months  and  under  36  months  old. — First  prize, 
f .  Trevor ;  second,  R.  G.  Cosbr. 

Breeding  sow  under  18  months  old. — First  prize,  A.  Pollok ; 
leeond,  lieut-Colonel  C.  R.  Chichester. 

Breeding  sow  orer  18  months  old. — First  prize,  J.  C. 
Cooper;  second,  R.  W.  lieynell. 

liiTee  breeding  pigs  of  the  same  litter,  abore  4  and  not  ex- 
eeeding  8  months  old.  First  prize,  Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  R. 
Chichester ;  second,  J.  Mollor. 

Sow  and  litter  of  not  less  than  six  pigs. — ^First  prize,  Allan 
PoM ;  second,  R.  G.  Cosby. 

WHITE  BREED. 

Boar  under  18  months  old.— Prize,  J.  C.  Cooper. 

Boer  over  18  months  old.— Prize,  J.  W.  B.  Magill. 

Breedingsow  under  18  months  old. — Prize,  J. C.  Cooper ; 
Mcond,  J.  W.  B.  Magill 

Sow  and  litter  of  not  less  than  six  pigs. — J.  MoUoy. 

Three  breeding  pigs  of  the  same  litter,  above  4  and  not  ex- 
ceeding 8  mouths  old. — Prize,  J.  L.  Naper. 
Open  for  competition  to  Tenant  Farmers  whose  Poor-Law 
valuation  is  under  £100  per  annum. 

Breeding  sow,  over  six  and  under  twelve  montlis  old.— 
Prize,  M.  Marnane,  Ballyryan  West,  Tipperary. 

Breeding  sow,  over  18  months,  in  pig  or  with  litter. — Prize, 
P.Manane. 

At  the  banquet  at  Balinasloe,  his  Excellency,  The  Lord 
LiEt'TENANT  said :  1  would  wish  to  call  attention  to  the 
■tock  of  this  ooniLtrv,  which  has  had  such  great  reputa- 
tion of  recent  years,  which  produces  such  wealth  to  the  coun- 
try, sad  which  is  so  eagerly  sought  for  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Irish  Channel.  I  believe  that  the  stock  in  Ireland  has 
been  greatly  increasing,  and  consequently  the  wealth  of  the 
eoontry,  in  regard  to  stock,  has  also  increased  very  considera- 
bly daring  the  past  few  ^ears.  I  am  not  able  to  give  you 
many  statistics,  but  1  can  give  yon  a  few  figures.  With  regard 
to  the  stock  of  this  country  daring  the  last  year,  1  find  that  tha 
value  of  stodc  in  Ireland  has  increased  over  the  value  in 
1869  by  nearly  half  a  million  sterling.  If  we  go  into  the 
■abject  further,  we  shall  find  that  number  of  cattle  increased 
hj  nearly  67,000  since  last  year,  and  what  is  still  more  re 
markable  is,  the  number  of  pigs  in  the  country,  an  important 
item  to  the  poor  larmer  has  increased  by  about  367,468.  Tiie 
exports  have  not  been  much  greater  than  former  years. 
Up  to  May  the  trade  in  cattle  was  very  brisk,  bnt  that  in  store 
cattle  was  veiy  much  diminished,  in  consequence  of  the  almost 
aaprecedented  drought  that  existed.  1  believe  I  am  correct 
ia  itating  that  in  England,  and  especially  my  own  neighbour- 
hood of  the  midland  counties,  the  stock  had  to  be  fed  with 
oilcake.  As  far  as  the  farmers  of  this  country  are  concerned, 
I  think  they  should  look  carefully  to  this  stock,  for  if  I  am 
aot  much  mistaken  towards  the  end  of  the  year  Uiere  will  be 
a  great  demand  for  cattle  in  Ireland,  in  consequence  of  the 
great  number  penned  up  in  Germany,  for  there  is  annually  a 
great  importation  of  cattle  here  from  Germany,  and  oonse- 
qoeatly  a  vigorous  demand  will  ensue  for  Irish  cattle.  Tlie 
qnestion  of  the  cattle  trade  is  one  of  great  importance  to  this 
coaatry.  On  previous  occasions  I  have  been  obliged  to  allude 
to  it,  and  since  I  have  been  here  I  have  had  a  good  deal  of 
bmineas  to  transact  on  the  subject.  I  believe  that  the  value 
of  the  cattle  trade  of  tliis  country  amounts  to  over  £7,000,000 
^•year.  Last  year  I  referred  to  the  Act  which  had  for  its  ob- 
ject the  prevention  of  contagious  diseases  of  cattle  in  England. 

1  then  exoreased  a  hope  that  before  another  Session  had  passed 
the  same  benefit  would  be  extended  to  this  country.  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  the  same  benefit  has  been  extended  to  this  country, 

sad  has  had  the  effect  |of  diminishing  the  amount  of  disease 


in  IreUnd  in  store  and  other  stock ;  but  I  would  aUo  wish  to 
draw  attention  to  an  incident  which  recently  occurred  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  in  wliich  a  noble  peer,  who  represented 
Scotland,  endeavoured  to  mtroduoed  a  clause  which  would  have 
hampered  very  much  tiie  cattle  trade  of  the  country.  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  the  Government  were  able  to  resist  that 
motion  without  going  into  a  division.  It  shows  that  there  is 
a  very  strong  feeling  on  the  subject  of  Irish  cattle  in  Great 
Britain,  and  I  was  obliged,  when  I  had  the  responsibility  of 
answering  the  objection  raised,  to  undertake  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  that  we  should  use  in  this  country  every 
possible  means  to  check  the  spread  of  disease,  and  put  the 
cattle  traders  of  this  country  on  the  same  footing  as  the  rest 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  I  most  sincerely  trust  that  we  shall 
continue  to  receive  the  support  which,  I  am  happy  to  sav,  we 
have  already  received  from  the  farmers  and  proprietors  of  this 
country  in  carrying  the  necessary  restrictions.  After  saying 
this  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  in  comparison  with  this 
time  last  year,  the  health  of  the  stock  in  Ireland  is  exceedingly 
good,  though  we  had  an  outbreak  of  pleuro-pneumonia,  we 
have  m  existence  at  tlie  present  moment  some  regulations  wliich 
were  not  legally  in  force  in  the  spring,  by  means  of  which  we 
were  able  to  reduce  the  number  of  cases  of  this  kind  reported 
to  us  to  11.  That  is  a  satisfactory  proof  of  the  condition  of 
stock  in  Ireknd.  Having  alluded  to  the  stock  of  the  country, 
I  may  be  permitted  to  come  to  a  subject  still  more  important. 
I  mean  the  tiUage  of  the  land  of  this  country.  I  believe 
that  every  one  who  has  travelled  about  in  this  country  will 
admit  that  there  is  very  great  room  for  improvement  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  husbandly  of  tliis  country  is  conducted. 
It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  if  we  advocate  an  improvement 
in  the  cattle  of  this  country,  it  is  our  wish  to  diminish  the 
tillage  of  the  land.  If  we  improve  the  tillage  of  the  land, 
there  is  a  great  demand  for  manure  and  for  store  catUe.  But 
I  believe  every  one  will  admit  that  there  is  vast  room  for  im- 
provement in  this  respect.  Everyone  who  goes  over  the  coun- 
try will  see  farms,  full  size,  large,  and  small,  in  a  terribly 
backward  condition,  very  little  manure  beine  put  into  them  by 
the  money  of  the  tenant.  We  too  often  find  the  tenant  living 
in  a  house  which  a  stranger  would  hardly  think  fit  for  the  habi- 
tation of  his  stock.  The  stranger  would  think  that  the  tenant 
farmer  wai  exceedingly  poor ;  but  I  am  assured  that  that 
is  not  the  case,  and  that  he  is  able  to  have  a  decent 
home  for  himself,  his  wife,  and  his  children — ^is  really 
a  man  who  has  a  large  sum  of  money,  which  he  hides, 
perhaps,  iu  the  thatch  of  his  house.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  story  is  true  or  not,  but  I  was  told  it;  and 
I  was  also  informed  that  in  the  country  banks  of  Ireland 
nearly  twenty  millions  of  money  is  deposited  belonging  en- 
tirely to  the  tenant-farmers  of  this  country.  I  say  that 
if  that  money  were  laid  out  on  the  farm  it  would  return 
the  farmer  greater  interest  than  it  could  when  lying  in 
the  banks.  There  is  really  something  terribly  wrong  in  this 
state  of  things.  I  know  not  with  wnat  force  it  is  said  that 
the  tenant  is  afraid  to  show  his  wealth  and  prosperity  to  his 
landlord.  I  myself  don't  feel  such  want  of  confidence  in  the 
landlords  of  Ireland.  On  the  hist  occasion  I  had  the  honour 
of  addressing  this  society  I  was  at  Tralee.  I  then  referred  to 
a  matter  that  was  beginning  to  be  warmly  discussed  in  the 
country.  I  allude  to  the  Land  Bill.  Towards  the  close  of  my 
speech  I  called  niton  my  hearers  to  treat  that  subject  with 
fairness  and  impartiality,  and  especially  in  a  practical  spirit.  I 
do  not  know  how  far  my  advice  can  be  said  to  have  been  fol- 
lowed during  the  past  winter,  but  I  think  I  may  state  that 
Her  Migesty's  Government  did  honesUy  endeavour  to  intro- 
duce a  measure  in  the  spirit  in  which  I  then  spoke.  From 
being  a  party  question  it  has  now  happily  passed  into  the  law 
of  the  land.  1  believe  that  no  great  question  has  ever  been 
treated  in  Parliament  with  so  much  generosity,  and  so  little  of 
the  bitterness  of  party  feeling.  I  think  we  may  congratnlate 
ourselves  on  that  resolt.  I  think  that  great  praise  is  due  to  that 
numerous  class  in  the  country  who  hold  responsible  and  difficult 
positions  among  us,  and  who,  though  they  may  have  differed 
from  the  course  the  Government  adopted,  offered  no  serious 
opposition  to  the  proposed  measure.  I  think  that  the  working 
or  the  Act  will  be  marked  with  the  same  feeling  in  the  future. 
I  believe  that  the  Land  Act  will  set  at  rest  the  land  agitation 
in  Ireland.  It  is  my  honest  conviction  that  good  hindlords 
will  not  be  seriously  affected  by  the  measure ;  that  their  in- 
flnence  will  not  be  diminished,  but  rather  increased )  and  that 
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the  influence  of  theii  order  will  be  moch  greater  in  conse- 
qaence  of  the  checks  and  restrictions  which  will  now  be  placed 
on  those  whose  condnct  towards  the  tenants  has  hitherto 
lowered  them  in  general  estimation.  There  is  another  point 
to  which  mnch  allusion  has  been  made.  I  refer  to  the  proba- 
bility that  much  litigation  may  be  incurred  by  the  Land  Bill 
in  this  country ;  but  I  have  too  high  an  opinion  of  the  good 
sense  of  the  landlords  and  tenants  of  this  country  to  think 
anything  of  the  sort.  There  is  no  one  who  is  a  better 
councillor  than  the  lawyer  on  the  proper  occasion,  but  there  is 
no  one  whom  the  sensible  man  will  fly  further  from.  Where- 
ever  a  dispute  may  arise,  I  hope  there  may  be  very  few  of 
them  between  landlord  and  tenant,  and  I  sincerely  trust  and 
advise  that  they  may  try  some  other  course  before  referiing  to 
these  gentlemen ;  but  if  these  disputes  are  referred  to  the 
authorities  who  have  charge  of  them,  I  feel  convinced  that 
they  will  discharge  their  responsible  duties  with  all  the  abihty 


with  which  they  have  diseharved  their  duties  in  this  countr;. 
I  trust,  however,  that  it  will  not  be  a  bad  advice  to  them  to 
forget  their  lawyer.  There  is  one  thine  which  I  hope  viU 
come  about  in  consequence  o  nhe  Lana  Bill,  and  that  is  the 
removal  of  the  feeling  of  insecnritv  from  amon^  the  small 
tenants  of  the  country.  I  believe  that  it  will  be  m  favour  of 
the  prosperity  of  the  small  tenants,  who  will  look  upon  it  u  a 
source  of  security.  We  have  had  allusion  to  the  farming,  the 
bad  horses,  and  the  want  of  investment  of  capital,  and  of  other 
things  which  t  he  farmers  of  Ireland  have  been  accustomed  to ; 
but  I  think  that  when  this  security  has  been  given,  when  this 
Land  Bill  has  been  passed,  that  it  will  leave:  hose  illenliy 
indined  without  any  excuse.  The  small  &rmers  who  bs^e 
farms  in  this  country  will  feel  more  secure  than  those  in  a 
similar  position  before,  and  I  trust  they  will  be  able  to  show 
that  they  are  more  indnstrions  and  energetic  than  they  hare 
hitherto  been. 


DARLINGTON,   SOUTH   DURHAM,  AND   NORTH   YORKSHIRE    SHOW. 


The  twelfth  annual  exhibition  was  held  in  the  grounds 
occnpied  by  Mr.  D.  Hurworth,  in  Four  Riggs-lane,  Darl- 
ington. The  number  of  entries  was  1,223,  which  was  less 
than  last  year.  The  show  of  horses,  however,  was  in  ad- 
vance of  any  former  year,  exceeding  those  of  1SG9  by  55,  the 
falling  off  being  in  the  other  departments  of  the  show. 

JUDOzs.— Thorough-bred  stallions  and  hunters :  N .  Clarke, 
Beamish  Park,  Fence  Houses;  J.E.Bennett,  Bosworth 
Grange,  Bugby,  and  J.  Fumess,  Coxhoe.  Roadsters  and 
ponies :  K.  Bidsdale,  Cape  Farm,  Sheriff  Button  ;  J. 
Thomas,  North  Otterington,  Northallerton ;  and  W.  Carr, 
Lilling  Grange,  York.  Agricultural  st^Uious,  harness,  and 
agriciutural  horses:  W.  W.  Hawden,  Walkerfield,  Stain- 
drop  ;  J.  Mewbum,  Ingleby,  Yarm ;  and  J.  Oathwaite, 
Bainesse,  Catterick.  Dairy  prodace:  Mrs.  Wade,  Little 
Bordon,  Darlington,  and  Miss  Lawson,  Mordon,  FerryhiU. 

PRIZE     LIST. 

IIOBSES  AND  FOALS. 

HUNTERS. 

Cart  foal.— First  prize,  £2,  G.  CoUard,  Trafford  Hill,  Yarm; 
second  of  £1,  R.  Emmerson,  Over  Dinsdale. 

Filly  foal. — First  prize,  £2,  J.  Dodsworth,  Great  Stainton  ; 
■eoond  of  £1,  E.  Waldy,  Barmpton. 

Yearling  gelding.— First  pme,  £3,  G.  Pollard,  Trafford 
Hill,  Yarm ;  second  of  £1  lOs.,  J.  T.  Robinson,  Leckby  Pa- 
lace, Ashedby,  Thirek. 

Yearling  filly. — ^First  priie,  £3,  R.  Emmerson ;  second  of 
£1  10s.,  W.  Clark,  Asenby,  Thirsk. 

Two  years  old  gelding. — First  prize,  £4-,  J.  Cattle,  Barton- 
le-Street ;  second  of  £1  10s.,  B.  F.  Trenholmc,  Butterwick. 
Sedgefield. 

Two  years  old  filly. — ^First  prize,  £4?,  J.  T.  Robinson ;  second 
of  £1  10s.,  J.  A.  Arnett,  Togston,  Acklington. 

Three  years  old  gelding.— First  prize,  £•!•,  R.  Bmnton, 
Marton,  Middlesbro^;  second  of  £1  10s.,  S.  L.  Lane,  Bol- 
dersby  Park. 

Three  years  old  filly. — ^First  prize,  £4,  Miss  E.  A.  Aglionby, 
Easthwaite  Lodge,  Hawkshead ;  second  of  £1  10s.,  G.  Knowl- 
son.  Thormanby,  Easingwold. 

Bro  od  marrs,  by  a  thorough-bred  horse,  having  a  fonl  at  her 
foot,  or  stinted.— First  pnze,  £4-,  B.  Spraggon,  Nafferton; 
second  of  £1  lOs.,  J.  T.  Robinson. 

ROADSTERS. 

l3oU  foal.— First  prize,  £2,  T.  Harrison,  Wheldrake ;  second 
of  £1,  U.  Pease,  Pierremont,  Darlington. 

Filly  foal.— First  prize,  £2,  B.  Spraggon ;  second  of  £1, 
F.  Greathead,  Darlington. 

Yearling  gelding. — Tint  prize,  £4,  T.  Barnard,  Birdforth ; 
second  of  £1  lOs.,  S.  R.  C.  Ward,  Darlington. 

Yearling  filly.— First  prize,  £^,  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Wliarton, 
Qilling ;  second  of  £1  Us.,  J.  M.  Mugi^leswick,  Durham. 

Two  years  old  gelding. — First  prize,  £4.,  J.  Carter,  Marske  ; 
second  of  £1  lOs.,  R.  White,  Seaton  Carew, 


Two  years  old  filjy.— First  prize,  £4,  E.  Waldy,  Barmpton ; 
second  of  £1  10s.,  R.  Emmerson. 

Three  years  old  gelding.— First  prize,  £4,  J.S.Stowell, 
Darlington ;  second  of  £1  10s.,  C.  Knowlson,  Birdforth. 

Three  years  old  filly.— First  prize,  £4,  G.  Askwith,  llulton 
Sessay,  Thirsk ;  second  of  £1  10s.,  W.  Stead,  Cleckheaton. 

Brood  mare,  having  a  foal  at  her  foot,  or  stinted.— Fir*. 

?rize,  £4,  G.  Leng,  High  Cliffe,  Winston  ;  second  of  £1  ICs., 
'.  Harrison,  Wlieldrake. 

Colt  foal  for  harness.— First  prize,  £2,  M.  Willey,  Heigli- 
inrton  ;  second  of  £1  10s.,  M.  Robinson,  Hawxwell,  Bftble. 

Filly  foal.— First  prize,  £1  lOa.,  J.  W.  Bot<:herbT, 
Middleton  St.  George ;  second  of  lOs.,  M.  Robinson,  Uswi- 
weU. 

Yearling  gelding.— First  prize,  £3,  Mrs.  J.  Dixon,  Cocker- 
ton  ;  second  of  £1  10s.,  J.  W.  Bhiir,  Darlington. 

Yearling  filly.— Prize,  R.  Watson,  Stockton-on-Tees. 

Two  years  old  gelding.- First  prize,  £3,  G.  Liddle,  Great 
Chilton,  Ferryhill ;  second  of  £1  10s.,  T.  Plummer,  Ea^ins- 
wold. 

Two  years  old  filly.— First  prize,  £3,  J.  C.  Johnson,  Man- 
field,  Darlington ;  second  of  £1,  J.  Plews,  Whitby. 

Two  years  old  gelding.— First  prize,  £3,  G.  D.  Trotter, 
Upleatham,  Marske ;  second  of  £1  10s.,  T.  Plnmmer,  Easing- 
wold. 

Three  years  old  filly.— First  prize,  £2,  R.  Gamett,  ^'or. 
thallerton ;  second  of  £1,  J.  Donaldson,  Great  Ay  ton,  Nor- 
thallerton. 

Brood  mare,  to  have  a  foal  at  foot  or  stinted. — ^First  priz«% 
£4,  M.  Robinson,  Hawxwell ;  second  of  £1  10s.,  E.  Watson, 
Stockton-on-Tees. 

Ponies  not  exceeding  12  hands.— First  prize,  £2,  G.  B. 
Blakey,  Newcastle  ;  second  of  £1,  H.  Pease,  Darlington. 

Colt  or  filly  foal  for  agriculture.— First  prize,  £2,  Lieut.- 
Col.  C.  L.  Wood,  Bishop  Auckland  j  second  of  £1,  M.  Tom- 
linson,  Cowthorpc,  near  Wetherby. 

Yearling  gelding.  —  First  prize,  £3.  T.  Cumming,  L-ui- 
Chester ;  second  of  £1  10s.,  J.  Atkinson,  High  Bcaamont 
Hill,  Darlington. 

Yeariing  filly.— First  prize,  £3,  J.  Henderson,  South  ShifU* ; 
second  of  £1  10s.,  N.  Stonehouse  and  Son,  Marske-by-lhe- 
Sea. 

Two  years  old  gelding.— First  prize,  £4,  G.  AtUnion, 
Seaham ;  second  of  £1  10s.,  J.  F.  Green,  Darlington. 

Two  years  old  fiUy.— First  prize,  £4,  Lieut-Col.  Wood ; 
second  of  £1  10s.,  G.  F.  Stelling,  Darlington. 

Three  years  old  gelding.— First  prize,  £4,  W.  C.  Car, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne ;  second  of  £1  10s.,  N.  Stonehouse  ud 
Son. 

Tliree  years  old  filly.— First  prize,  £4,  M.  Reid,  Oiester-le- 
Street ;  second  of  £1  10s.,  J.  Mopps,  Bedale. 

Brood  mare,  to  have  a  foal  at  foot  or  stinted.— First  pn^J. 
£4,  G.  Atkinson,  Hall  Farm,  Sealiam  ;  second  of  £1  l^*'^ 
and  A.  N.  Pawson,  Bnrley-in-Wharfedale.  . 

Thoroughbred  stallion.— Prize,  £60,  T.  WiateriB^M». 
Croft,  near  Darlington  (Underhand). 
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Agricnltnnl  stallion.— Prize,  £20,  J.  Fonhaw,  Barley-in- 
Wharfdale  (Non-sach). 

loar  years  old  mare  or  gelding,  by  a  tlioronghbred  hone, 
for  the  field. — ^A.  cap,  value  £10,  J.  Bulman,  East  GreyRtones, 
Oainford;  wcond  ef  £3,  0.  Lancaater,  Morton  Grange,  Nor- 
thallerton. 

four  years  old  mare  or  gelding,  roadster. — A  silver  cup, 
TalDe£5,  T.  Sutton,  Middleton-one-Eow ;  second  of  £3,  ii. 
B.  W.  flart,  Dunuington  Lodge,  York. 

Mares  or  geldings,  any  age,  not  exceeding  16^  hands  high. 
k  silrer  cap,  vune  £5  Sa.,  J.  H.  Harris,  Houndales, 
dales,  Morpeth ;  second  of  £3,  J.  S.  Stowell,  Faverdale  House, 
Parlmgton. 


Mare  or  gelding  that  leaped  the  fences  best  to  the  satisfac- 
tion  of  the  judges.— first  prize,  £7,  C.  Rose,  Market  Hill, 
Malton ;  second  of  £3,  R.  Applegarth,  Bishop  Middleham. 

Pony,  mare  or  gelding,  not  exceeding  14  hands  high,  that 
leaped  the  fences  best  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  judges. — ^Prize, 
£4),  J.  S.  Stowe,  Faverdale  House,  Darlington. 
BUTTER,  EGGS,  &c. 

Fancy  butter. — Silver  cream  ing,  value  £2,  Mrs.  Shepherd, 
Sadberge,  Darlington ;  second  of  10s.,  Miss  J.  Bumside,  Low 
Bottom  House,  Uockerton. 

Plain  butter.— First  prize,  £2,  Mrs.  G.  T.  Stephenson, 
Whitecross,  Darlington ',  second  of  lOs.,  Mrs.  Shepherd,  Sad- 
berge, Darlington, 


DBITFIELD    AND    EAST    BIDING    AGBIOULTUBAL    SOCIETY. 


This  Society  celebrated  their  sixteenth  show  of  stock  and 
ifflplements  in  fields  adjoining  the  Beverley-road,  Driffield. 

The  cattle  found  many  admirers,  being  of  pure  blood  and 
qoalitj,  the  balls  of  any  age  comprising  the  oest  animab  in 
the  East  Riding.  The  cows  in  calf  or  milk  were  no  less  com- 
mendable. Pigs  and  sheep  were  limited  in  extent,  but  their 
merit  was  unmistakable,  as  they  constituted  the  cream  of  the 
district.  Horses  were  the  great  feature  of  the  show,  and  in 
the  aggregate  they  made  up  a  capital  display  of  various  breeds. 

The  following  were  the  judges : 

Shorthorss,  Sitezf,  aud  Pigs. — E.  Hodgkinson,  Morton 
Orange,  Retford  ;  J.  Angus,  Bearl,  Stocksfield ;  and  C. 
Clark,  Minskip  Lodge,  Borough-bridge. 

noES£s. — W.  IJDpleby,  Bonby,  Lincobishire ;  J.  R.  Kirkham, 
Audleby  Villa,  Caistor ;  A.  L.  Maynard,  Skinnin  Grove, 
Saltbum-by-tlie-SeA ;  Jackson,  Everett,  Laughton,  Gains- 
bro';  T.  Scott,  Broom  Close,  Borou^hbridge ;  and  J. 
Turner,  The  Grange,  Uloeby,  Lincolnshire. 

PRIZE    LIST. 
SHOETHORNS. 

Boll  of  any  ag^.— First  prize,  £10,  W.  Linton,  Sheriff 
Hatton,  York ;  second  of  £6,  T.  Frank,  Fylingdales,  Whitby. 

Cow  in  calf  or  milk. — First  prize,  £6,T.  Frank,  I^lingdales, 
Whitby;  second  of  £3  W.  Linton,  Sheriff Hntton. 

Yearling  heifer. — First  prize,  £3,  T.  Hornby,  Flotmanby, 
UantoQ ;  second  of  £1,  R.  H.  Robinson,  Langtoit  Field. 

Heifer  cslf  under  twelve  months  old. — ^First  prize,  £3,  W. 
Linton ;  second,  H.  F.  Smith,  Sutton,  Hull. 

Fat  ox  of  any  age  or  br^. — First  prize,  £2,  P.  Dunn, 
Pastors  House,  Sigglesthome ;  second,  executors  of  F.  Jordan, 
Eastborn. 

EXTRA  STOCK. 

First  prize,  J.  Sterriker,  Driffield,  for  half-bred  Aldemey 
heifer;  second,  G.  Angas,  Beeford  Grange,  for  pure  Hereford 
cov ;  third,  G.  Angas,  for  pure  Hereford  bull  calf. 

Best  yearlinsr  bnlL — ^f^t  prize,  silver  cup  value  £10,  J.  S. 
Jordan,  £mswell  (Nestor) ;  second  of  £3*  R.  Fisher,  Lecon- 
field,  Beverly  (Royal  Piince). 

SHEEP. 

Shearling  ram.— First  prize*  £7,  £.  Riley,  Beverley ;  second 
of£3,£.£Iey. 

Three  shearling  jams.— First  prize,  £5,  £.  Riley  ;  second  of 
£2,  E.  Riley. 

i^ged  ram.— First  prizet  £5,  £.  Riley ;  second  of  £2,  J.  W, 
Sharp,  XJlrome,  Lowthorpe. 

Pea  of  five  breeding  ewes  and  lamb8.^First  prize,  £5,  S. 
Staveley,  Tibthorpe ;  second  of  £2,  J.  Dickson,  Nafferton. 

Kve  sheariing  wethers.— First  prize,  £4,  W.  Brown,  Holme- 
oa-Spalding  Moor. 

Five  shearling  gimmer8.-^Prize»  a  silver  tankard,  £. 
Biky. 

HORSES. 
Thoroughbred  stallion,  for  hunters. — First  prize,  £6,  Mr. 
Shaw,  Market  Weighton  (Prince  Plausible) ;  second  of  £2,  G. 
l^plongh,  Nafferton  (Strathern). 


Stallion  for  coach  horses. — First  prize,  £6,  W.  Jackson, 
Garton  (Helicon) ;  second  of  £2,  W.  Hanoe,  Garton  (Garton 
Grog). 

Stallion  for  roadsters. — First  prize,  £6,  T.  Brown,  Butter- 
wick  (Bay  President) ;  second  of  £2,  P.  Triffitt,  Holme-on- 
Spalding  Moor  (Fireaway). 

Stalhon  for  agricultural  purposes. — First  prize,  £6,  F. 
Simpkin,  Brough  (Lord  of  the  Manor) ;  second  of  £2,  R. 
Marshal],  Key ingham  (Simon  Pure). 

Mare  and  foal  for  hunting. — ^First  prize,  G.  C.  Jarratt, 
Harpham ;  second  of  £2,  W.  H.  Harrison  Broadley,  M.P., 
Welton. 

Two  years  old  hunting  gelding  or  filly. — ^First  prize,  £3,  Sir 
G.  Chofmley. 

Yearling  hunting  gelding  or  filly. — First  prize,  £2,  Sir  G. 
Cholmley. 

Mare  and  foal  for  coaching. — First  prize*  £6,  J.  Johnson, 
Brigham. 

Qiaching  mare  without  a  foal.— First  prize,  £3,  J.  Stephen- 
son, Winestead. 

Three  years  old   coaching  gelding^— First  prize,  £5,  J, 


Johnson ;  second  of  £2,  W.  Coleman,  Fraisthorpe. 

Two  years  old  coaching  gelding.— Prize,  £8,  W.  Coleman. 

YearUng  coaching  gelding  or  filly.— Prize,  £2,  J.  Stephen- 
son, Winestead. 

Coaching  filly  under  four  years  old.— Prize,  £4-,  John  T, 
Marshall,  Beeford. 

Roadster  mare  and  foal.— Prize,  £6,  J.Wilde,  Hobne,  York. 

Three  years  roadster  nag  or  mare.— Prize,  £8,  R.  Lowish, 
Haisthorpe. 

Mare  and  foal  for  agricultural  purposes.- Prize,  £5,  Smith, 
Bempton. 

Three  years  old  gelding  or  filly  for  agricultural  purposes.— 
First  prize,  £4,  J.  Thompson,  South  Dalton ;  second  of  £2,  G. 
Angas,  Beeford  Grange. 

Two  years  old  geldmg  or  filly  for  agricultural  purposes.— ^ 
Prize,  £3,  W.  Walker,  Scorbro'  Decoy. 

Yearling  gelding  or  filly  for  agricultural  purposes.— Prize, 
£2,  W.  Walker,  Scorbro*  Decoy. 

Pair  of  horses,  of  either  sex,  for  agricultural  purposes.— 
Prize,  £4,  R.  Beckett,  Watton. 

Ladies'  pony  under  14  hands.— Prize,  £3,  F.  Jordan,  Cay- 
thorpe,  Bndlington. 

Pony  not  exceeding  12  hands.— First  prize,  £1,  J.  W. 
Jordon,  North  Burton ;  second,  A.  Duggleby,  Laurel  House, 
Beswick. 

EXTRA.  STOCK: 

Roadster,  gelding  or  mare  of  any  age,  not  less  than  14^, 
and  not  exceeding  15  hands  high.— Prize,  a  silver  cup,  value 
£25,  J.  Robson,  Old  Malton. 

Hunting  mare  or  gelding,  four  years  old. — Prize,  a  silver 
cup,  J.  B.  Barkworth,  Raywell,  Brough. 

Hunting  mares  or  geldings,  all  ages. — Prize,  a  silver  cup, 
value  £25,  H.  Jewison,  Raisthorpe. 

Hunting  mare  or  gelding,  three  years  old.— Prize,  a  silver 
cup,  value  £10  10s.,  Sir  G.  Cholmley. 

Mare  or  gelding,  not  exceeding  15  hands  2  inches  Iiigh.-* 
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PriM,  a  silver  cup,  value  £10  lOs.,  Cant.  G.  Boynton,  Uan- 
thorpe,  Barton  Agnea. 

PIGS. 

Boar,  large  breed.—Prize,  £2,  J.  and  H.  Sugden,  Leconfield. 

Sow,  large  breed.— Prize,  £2.  J.  Thompson,  Seamer. 

Boar,  smaU  breed.— Prize,  £2,  D.  Sellers,  Driffield. 

Sow,  small  breed.— Prize,  £2,  D.  Sellers. 

Store  pig,  the  property  of  a  labourer  or  working  mechanic— 


First  prize  £2,  T.  Dawson,  Driffield ;  second  of  £1,  J.  Storey, 
Warter. 

DAIRY  PRODUCE. 

The  bc»t  6  lbs.  of  butter.— Prize,  a  silver  butter  cooler,  J. 
Mnjor,  Sledmere  Grange. 

The  beat  and  heaviest  12  hen*s  eggs.— Prize,  a  silver  ejrg 
stand,  Mrs.  Holmes,  Sunderlandwick. 


COUNTY    CORK    AGRICULTURAL    SOCIETY— MEETING    AT    CORK. 


In  point  of  numbers  and  in  regard  to  the  quality  of  some  of  | 
the  classes,  the  show  of  the  Ck>rk  Agricultural  Society  was  a  i 
decided  improvement.    The  Shorthorna  and  Ayrshires  were  up 
to  the  average,  as  were  also  the  sheep  ;  while  the  dairy  cattle  { 
were  superior  to  those  exhibited  ou  the  last  occasion.  | 

Judges. 

IIoRSES. — U.  Briscoe ;  Major  Browne,  Scots  Greys  ;  W. 
Qninu. 

SnoRTHOBiNS. — C.  Cole  Hamilton  ;  A.  Warburton. 

MISCELIA2IE0US. — J.  Bogue ;  G.  Hewson.  | 

PRIZE      LIST.  ' 

CATTLE. 

SnORTUORNS.  I 

Bull  calved  previously  to  January  1st,  1868. — First  prize,  i 
E.  J.  Smitli,  Islanmore,  Croom ;  second,  P.  W.  Lowe,  Kil-  I 
shane,  Tipperary. 

Bull  caived  in  the  vear  1868.— First  prize,  E.  J.  Smith ; 
second,  W.  H.  Massy,  Monnt  Massy,  Macroom. 

Bull  calved  in  the  year  1869.— ^irst  prize,  £.  J.  M.  Gum- 
bleton,  Currygkss;  second,  E.  J.  Smith. 

Bull  Calf,  calved  in  1870. — First  prize,  the  Representatives 
of  the  kte  T.  Hungerford,  Clonakilty ;  second,  E.  J.  Smith. 

Cow,  in  calf  or  in  milk,  of  any  age. — First  prize,  R.  J.  M. 
Gnmbleton ;  second,  Christy  Brothers,  Fort  Union,  Adare. 

Heifer  calved  in  1868. — ^First  prize,  J.  Popliam,  Bandon  ; 
second,  Christy  Brothers. 

Heifer  calved  in  1869.— First  prize,  E.  J.  Smith ;  second, 
R.  J.  M.  Gumbleton. 

Heifer  Calf,  calved  in  1870.— First  prize,  E.  J.  Smith ; 
second,  R.  Smith,  Mallow. 

AYRSHIRE. 

Bull  calved  previously  to  Jan.  1st,  1869.— First  prize,  H. 
Jones ;  second,  J.  Roche,  M.D. 

Bull  calved  on  or  after  Jan.  1st,  1869. — First  prize,  H. 
Jones ;  second,  R.  Barter,  jun. 

Cow,  in  calf  or  in  milk,  of  any  age. — First  and  second  prizes, 
T.  Forest. 

Heifer  calved  in  the  year  1868. — First  prize,  H.  Jones; 
second,  J.  Roche,  M  J). 

DAIRY  cows. 

Lot  of  three  Dairy  Cows,  of  any  age  or  breed. — First  prize, 
D.  Driscoll ;  second,  T.  Forrest. 

EXTRA  STOCK.- The  prize  to  M.  Ahem,  of  Blarney. 

HORSES. 
Cart  Stallion. — Prize,  H.  Irvine,  Dnnvale,  Cork. 
Draught  mare  m  foal,  or  with  a  foal  at  her  foot. — Firat 

firize,  J.  M'Kenzie,  Innishaunon ;  second,  J.  B.  Roberts,  Bal- 
inhassig. 

Three-year.old  Colt  or  Filly  for  farming  purposes. — First 
prize,  M.  Ahem ;  second,  Mrs.  Forrest,  Killeena. 

Two-vear-old  Colt  or  Filly  for  farming  purposes. — ^First 
prize,  M.  Ahem ;  second,  T.  Forrest. 

SHEEP. 

lEICESTER. 

Shearling  Ram.— First  prize,  S,  Mowbray ;  second,  W.  R. 
Meade. 

Ram  of  any  other  age.— First  prize,  W.  R.  Meade ;  second 
S.  Mowbray. 

Pen  of  five  Shearling  Ewes.— Prize  to  S.  Mowbray. 

BOBOIR  LEICESTER. 

prizes,  J.  P.  Furlong. 
Briscoe. 


BOBOIR  LEICESTEI 

Shearling  Ram. — ^First  and  second  pri 
Ram  of  any  other  age.«-Prlie,  R,  Bri 


OTREE  LONO-WOOLLED. 

Shearling  Ram. — Prize,  J.  P.  Furlong. 
Ram  of  any  other  age. — Prize,  J.  B,  Smyth. 
Pen  of  five  Shearling  Ewes.— Prize,  J.  B.  Smyth. 

SlIORT-WOOLLED. 

Sliearling  Ram.— First  prize,  R.  W.  G.  Adama ;  socood,  J. 
P.  Furlong. 
Ram  of  any  other  age.— Prize,  R.  W.  G.  Adams. 
Pen  of  five  Shearling  Ewes.— Prize,  R.  Barter,  jao. 

PIGS. 

Boar  of  the  white  breed,  over  12  months  old.— First  priz^, 
R.  Lawe ;  second,  I.  W.  B.  Magill. 

Boar  of  the  white  breed,  under  12  months  old.— First  prize, 
J.  C.  Cooper ;  aecond,  W.  J.  Rumley. 

Boar  of  the  coloured  breed,  over  12  months  old.— Pint 
prize,  J.  C.  Cooper ;  second,  A.  C.  J.  Warren. 

Breeding  Sow  of  the  white  breed.— Prize,  J.  C.  Cooper. 

Breeding  Sow  of  the  coloured  breed. — ^First  prize,  J.  C. 
Cooper ;  second,  A.  C.  J.  Warren. 

liOt  of  three  breeding  pigs  of  the  same  litter,  bom  ia  ISTO. 
—Prize,  I.  W.  B.  Maj^lL 

For  Te:*ant  Farmers  only. 

Cow  for  dair>  purposes,  of  any  breed  or  cross-breed.— First 
prize,  D.  Driaeoll,  Blarney ;  second,  J.  M'Donnell, Cirngaliiie, 
third,  M.  Forrest,  Blarney. 

Heifer,  of  any  breed  or  cross-breed,  calved  in  186S.— Fir^l 
prize,  Christy  Brothers ;  second,  T.  Dorgan. 

Heifer,  of  any  breed  or  cross-breed,  calved  on  or  after  Jan.  1, 
1869.— First  prize,  Christy  Brothers ;  second,  D.  DriscoU. 

Five  Ewe  Lambs. — ^First  prize,  T.  Forrest ;  second,  B.  J. 
Nash. 

Yearling  Shorthomed  Bull.— First  prire,  M.  Ahem,  Blar- 
ney;  second,  T.  Forrest,  Blarney. 

Thoroughbred  Sires.— First  prize,   St.  George  Mansef]$ii. 
Friarsfleld,  Tipperary ;  second,  F.  H.  Power,  Mallow. 
hunters. 

Weight-carrying  Hunter,  not  less  than  five  years  old,  equsl 
to  14-  stone.— First  prize,  E.  H.  Reeves,  Mallow ;  second,  J. 
B.  C.  Justice,  Biverstown. 

Hunter,  not  less  than  five  years  old,  equal  to  12  atone.— 
First  prize.  Colonel  Ainslie,  Royal  Dragoons ;  second,  R.  D. 
Hare,  Queenstown. 

Four-year-old  Horse  or  Mare  for  hunting  purposes.— Fist 
prize,  J.  Brace,  Charleville ;  second,  R.  Lawe,  Ballynova. 

Three-year-old  Colt  or  Filly  for  hunting  purpoies.- Fint 

Erize,  F.  li.  Power,  Mallow ;  second,  T.  Hayes,  jun.,  Cnas- 
aven. 

Ladies'  Riding  Horse  or  Mare.— First  prize,  Viscoimt€*i 
Doneraile ;  second,  T.  Garde,  Midleton. 

Park  Hack.— Prize,  J.  Bruce,  Charlefille. 

Harness  Horse. — Prize,  J.  Brace. 

Pony  under  12  hands  high.— Prize,  R.  Clifton,  CHAoa 
Grange. 

Neatest  and  smallest  pony,  over  three  years  old.— Prize,  U- 
Morris,  Douglas. 

Thoroughbred  Mare,  in  foal,  or  with  foal  at  foot.— First 
prize,  E.  Burke,  Bingaskiddy;  second,  W.  Bany,  Camng- 
twohill. 

Brood  Mare,  for  producing  weight-cariying  hunters,  in  foal, 
or  with  a  foal  at  foot  —Prize,  J.  Delany,  Riverstown. 

Mare  calculated  to  produce  weight-carrying  hunters,  in  fou, 
or  having  had  a  foal  in  '69  or  '70.— Firat  pme,  W.  S.  Hsnt, 
Killeagh ;  second,  J.  B.  C.  Justice. 
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THIRSK    AGRICULTURAL    SOCIETY. 


Tlie  Arat  show  of  this  newly-esUblished  Society  was  held 
oiv  Think.  Then  were  some  rerj  good  animals  in  the 
ctftle  fliiKs,  especially  the  dairy  cowa,  for  the  beat  three  of 
vhieh  a  sflyer  cap  waa  awarded  to  Mr.  T.  H.  Hntehinson,  of 
Manor  Honaep  Cattoriek.  Mi^or  Stapyltou  took  the  first  price 
for  balls  with  Lord  Wetberby.  Mr.  T.  H.  Hntchinaon  carried 
off  all  the  prisea  for  Leicester  sheep.  The  two  prises  for 
thoroogh-brBd  entire  horses  for  hnntera  went  to  J.  U.  Dennison, 
for  Onud  Master,  and  to  J.  Meggison  for  Shiboleth.  The 
prize  for  the  best  entire  agricaltiiiiil  horse  waa  obtained  by  J. 
Fmham  for  Non  Such. 

JUDQBS. 

Horses.— Hunters  and  Boadsters:  A.  L.  Maynard,  Skin- 
niogrore;  O.  Bohun,  Alwinton,  Rothbnry.  Coach  and 
Ctot  Horsea :  J.  Mewbam,  Ingleby  Hill,  Tarm ;  W.  Hill, 
North  Charlton,  Embleton. 

CiTTLE,  SmiP,  AND  Fios.— T.  P.  Oothwaite,  Goldsborongh ; 
T.  SdoCt,  Broom  Close,  Rlpon ;  J.  Culahaw,  Towneley  Hall, 
Bonley. 

PRIZE    LIST. 
CATTLE. 

BHORTHOUIfi. 

Best  boll,  tiro  years  old  and  upwards. — ^First  prize,  Migor 
'^lyltoa.MjtouHall;  second,  the  Hon.  P.  Dawney,Ben- 


j  one  year  and  under  two  years.— Pirst  prize, 
Cip.  &.  Tsnnant,  Scarerofl  Lodge,  Leeds ;  second,  S.  Barker, 
Poek]ey,Hehns^y. 

Odf,  onder  twdve  months  old.— First  prise,  Migor  Stapyl- 
ton;  seoond,  Cnpt.  B.  Tennant. 

Cow  or  heifer,  in  calf  or  milk,  three  years  old  and  apwards. 
-Krst prise, Capt.  R.  Tennant;  aeoond,  J.  W.  Botcherly, 
Hiddleton-one-row,  Darlington. 

Gov  or  heifer,  in  calf  or  milk,  under  three  years  dd.— First 
pile,  Oapt.  R.  Tennant;  seoond,  I.  Garbatt»  Brag  House, 
fvadale. 

Heifer,  one  year  old  and  under  two  years.— First  prize,  T. 
H.  Hatehinaon ;  second,  Capt  R.  Tennant. 

Heifer  ealf,  under  twdTO  mouths  oid.-^First  prise,  Migor 
SttpylUm;  second,  Migor  Stapylton. 

AXT  BRXSD  OB  CROSS. 

Gov,  for  dairy  pnrpoeea.— ^First  prize,  J.  T.  Robinaon,Iieokby 
Pfelaos,  Tbirsk ;  second,  C.  Donthwaite,  Northallerton. 

Cow,  the  property  of  a  cottager. — ^Krstprise,  J .  Cnmmings, 
Weiwiek,  Bipon ;  seoond,  J.  Todd.  Sion  Hill,  Thirsk. 

Ihtee  dairy  cows,  in  calf  or  milk,  the  property  of  a  tenant 
fmsr.— Prise,  a  silver  oup,  T.  Hutchinson,  Manor  House, 
Csttsrick. 

A  iilTsr  medal  to  Capt.  Tennant*s  first  prise  cow. 

SHEEP. 

LBICKSTXS  OB  LONO  WOOL. 

_Bam,  one  ahear.— First  prise,  T.  H.  Hutchinson :  second, 

T.H.Hatdiinson. 

^Baa,  sged.— First  prise,  T.  H.  Hutchinson ;  second,  T.  H. 

Hstduason. 

.  Pea  of  three  giinmer  shearlings.— First  prise,  T.  H.  Hutoh- 

uns ;  second,  T.  H.  Hutchinson. 

Pte  of  three  ewes,  haying  suckled  lambs  in  1870.— First 
pua,  T.  H.  Hutchinson ;  second,  T.  H.  Hutchinson. 

OTHIB  BRXIDS. 

^o(  three  Marsham  ewes,  having  suckled  lambs  in  1870. 
»^JP>'^  ^  Walton,  Low  Oingtafield,  Richmond :  seoond, 
W.  T.  frails,  KirkUngton,  RipouT 

PIGS. 

Bmt,  large  breed.— First  prise,  W.  Lister,  Armley;  second, 
^- Cbapsua.  Seamer. 

w,  sQaii  heed.— First  prise,  G.  Knowlaon^  Thorqumby ; 
wWjW.Liiter. 


Boar,  any  other  breed,  not  qualified  to  compete  in  the  two 
previous  classes. — ^First  prize,  S.  Appleby,  Armley ;  second,  G. 
Sedgwick,  York. 

Sow,  larse  breed,  in  pig  or  milk. — ^First  'prise,  W.  Lister  ; 
seoond,  Q.  Chapman. 

Sow,  any  other  breed,  not  qualified  to  compete  in  the  two 
previoas  classes. — First  prize,  J.  Greaves,  Clotherholme ; 
second,  G.  Ch&pman. 

Three  gilt  pin,  under  twelve  months  old. — First  prize,  W. 
Roatledge,  York ;  second,  G.  Chapman. 

Pig,  the  property  of  a  cottager. — First  prize,  T.  Greenwood, 
Leeds ;  second,  J.  Eden,  Thirsk. 

A  silver  cap  for  the  best  female  pig  to  W.  lister. 

HOBiSES. 

Thoroughbred  stallion  for  hunters. — ^First  prise,  J.  R.  Den- 
nison,  Minsthorp,  Pontefract ;  second,  J.  Meggison,  Brompton 
Moor,  Northallerton. 

Stallion  for  agricultural  horses. — Prise,  J.  Forsham,  Barley- 
in-l^liarfdale. 

Brood  mare  for  breeding  coach  horses^th  foal  at  foot.^ 
First  prize,  J.  Curry,  Boltby ;  second,  W.  Mothersill,  Brock- 
holme,  Northallerton. 

Brood  mare  for  breeding  roadsters,  with  foal  at  foot. — First 
prize,  F.  Cookson,  Rounohay,  Leeds ;  seoond,  A.  Hawxwell, 
Thirsk. 

Brood  mare  for  breeding  agrioultural  horses,  with  foal  at 
foot.— First  prise, T.Upton,  Pallathorpe, Tadcaster;  second 
J .  Pinkney,  Bagby  Grange.  , 

HUNTBBS. 

Yearling  gelding  for  the  fieU.— First  prise,  G.  M.  Lomas, 
Dishforth,  Thirsk;  seoond,  J.T.Robinson,  Leckby  PaUce, 
Thirsk. 

Yearling  filly  for  the  field.— First  prise,  W.  Clark,  Asenby, 
Thirsk ;  second,  R.  Emmerson,  Over  Dinsdale. 

Two  years  old  gelding  for  the  field.— First  prise,  J.  Cattle, 
Barton-le-sf         *"'  •   -  -^      .    *-  -  • .       ^r^ 

dlesbro'. 

Two  vears  old  filly  for  the  field.— First  prise,  G.  B.  Peirson, 
Baldersoy;  seoond,  J.  T.  Robinson. 

Three  years  old  gelding  for  the^eld.— First  prise,  S.  L.  Lane, 
Baldersby  Park ;  second  S.  L.  Lane, 

Three  years  old  fillv  for  the  field.— First  prise,  J.  Kirby, 
Knayton ;  seoond,  G.  ^owlson,  Thormanby. 

Honting  gelding  or  mare  four  years  old,  to  be  ridden  in  the 
ring.— Pint  prise,  D.  Batty,  Myton ;  second,  J.  Kirbj. 

COACH  HOBSES. 

Yearling  gelding.— Prise,  W.  Mothersill,  Brockhohne,  Nor- 
thallerton. 

Yearling  fillv.— Prise,  J.  Walls,  Kilvington. 

Two  years  oM  gelding.— First  prise,  T.  Flummer,  Birdforth, 
Easingwold ;  second,  J.  WeUs,  Mutton  Hall,  Ripon. 

Two  years  old  filly.— First  prise,  J.  Cleasby,  Carlton 
Miniott,  Thirsk ;  second,  J.  Plows,  Hewlett  Hall,  Whitby. 

Three  years  old  geUing.— First  jprise,  T.  Plnmmer ;  seoond, 
M.  and  W.  Boville  Walk  Mills,  Osmotherley. 

Three  years  old  filly.- First  prize,  J.  Donaldson,  Great 
Ayton ;  second,  —  Garnett,  Welbary,  Northallerton. 

BOASSTXES. 

Two  year  old  gelding.— First  prise,  J.  Onell,  Bylaad  Abbey ; 
second,  J.  Carter,  Marske. 

Two  vears  old  Ally.— First  prise,  G.  B.  Carter,  Thirsk ; 
second,  W.  Sandenon,  HamUeton. 

Three  years  old  cehiing.— First  prise,  R.  M.  Bowman, 
M.D.,  Ripon ;  second,  C.  Knowlson,  Birdford. 

Three  years  old  filly.— First  prise,  W.  Snowden,  SUngsby; 
second,  W.  Robinson,  Morton-on-Swale. 

Oenileman*a  hackney,  any  age  or  sez,  not  eseeeding  15 
hands  in  height.— First  prise,  T.  RobMn,  Thornton  Mariahea ; 
second,  R.  M.  Bowman,  M^). 
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CAKT  nOBS£8. 

Yearling  Relding.— Prize, -C.  Boroby,  Baldenbj,  Thirdc. 

Two  yean  old  gelding.— First  nrize,  Hrt.  Hedon,  Balderaby ; 
■econd,'Hon.  G.  £.  Laacelles,  Thirsk. 

Three  yean  old  gelding.— Prize,  P.  Siephenion,  jnn., 
Bainton.  ,  ^ 

Three  yean  old  filly.— Krstprixe,  M.  Reed,  Beamish  Bora, 
Chester-le-strcet ;  second,  J.  Hopps,  High  Barton. 

Pair  of  Agricoltaral  horses,  or  either  sex.— Pirst  and  second 
prises,  Migor  Stapylton,  Myton  Hall,  Helperby. 


Best  jnmper.— Pint  prize,  H.  Johnson,  Spoffotth;  Moood, 
C.  Rose,  Malton.  .^    ^  ^ 

Mare  for  breeding  weight  earrpng  hnnten,  with  a  foil  it 
foot.— Pint  prize,  &ftt  cup,  W.  H.  Claik,  flowden ;  seeoad, 
J.  T.  Robinson,  Leckby  Palace,  Think;  third,  K.Cattkf, 
Wigginthorpe. 

Pony,  not  exceeding  14  hands  in  height,  any  age  or  lex^ 
First  prize.  A.  Hawzwell,  Thirsk ;  second,  T.Brooks, Xiaor 
Hoose,  Thutk. 


THE    DURHAM    COUTfTY    AaEIOULTTJEAL    SOCIBTY. 
MBBTING    AT    BUNDBRLAND. 


The  twenty-second  annual  exhibition  of  this  Society  was  held 
on  the  farm  of  Mr.  R.  Smith,  High  Hendon.  This  yeax^s  show, 
that  a  larger  number  of  ulver  cups  were  offered  by  gentlemen 
of  the  town  and  ueighbonrhoofl  of  Sunderland  than  at  any 
preyions  meeting  in  other  parts  of  the  county.  The  number 
of  Shorthorns  on  the  show-ground  last  year,  at  Bishop  Auck- 
land, was  29,  and  this  year  47 ;  and  hones  143  last  vear,  and 
tiiis  year  320.  One  of  the  principal  features  of  the  show  was, 
of  course,  the  exhibition  of  hunten.  Amongst  them  were 
sereral  Teir  fine  animals.  The  special  prize  for  the  best 
shortbomed  breeding  animal  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Outhwaite's 
heifer  Viyandiere ;  tne  special  prize  for  the  beat  shorn,  the 
property  of  a  landowner  or  occupier  in  the  county  of  Durham, 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Geo.  Atkinson's  hdfer  Village  Bell,  which 
alfto  took  the  special  prize,  consisting  of  a  piece  of  plate  of  the 
ralne  of  25  guineas. 

JX7DGK8. 
Cattlk,  Shkxf,  and  Pias:  John  Wood,  Stanwiok  Park, 

Darlington ;  Jefferson,  Preston  Howe,  Cumberland ;  George 

Wilkinson,  Herrington. 
HoBSia.— Field  and  Harness :  W.  Hawdon,  Walkerfleld  ; 

J.  Atkinson,  Doddingtou,  Wooler ;  R.  Hodgson,  Bramper. 

Cart :  B.  Spraggon,  Nafferton ;  R.  Wade,  Little  Burdon  ; 

0.  Hnbbick,  Durham. 
Daikt  Pbosuci:  The  Mayoress  of  Bunderiand;  the  Hon. 

Lady  Williamson ;  Lady  Julia  Wombwell. 

PRIZE    LIST. 
CATTLE. 

BHOBTHOiUfS. 

Bull  of  any  age. — Fint  prize,  £5,  W.  H.  Raine,  Morton 
Tinmouth,  Darlington;  second,  Earl  Vane,  Wynyard  Park 
(Sultan  2nd). 

•PKCIAL  7RUX8  70K  THl  BB8T  IHOKTROBJIB. 

Shorthorn  breeding  animal  of  either  sex.— Prize,  a  silver 
cup,  Onthwaite*s  heifer  (Yivandiere). 

Shorthorn,  the  property  of  a  landowner  or  occupier  in  the 
county  of  Durham. — Prize,  a  sQTor  cup  talne  10  gs.,  George 
Atkinson's  heifer  (Village  Belle). 

Shortbomed  breeding  animal  of  either  sex,  the  property  of 
It  tenant  farmer  in  the  county  of  Durham.— Prize,  a 
piece  of  plate  of  the  value  of  85  gfs.  (to  be  held  until  the 
Sooiety*8  Show  next  year),  G.  Atkinson's  heifer  (Village 
BeUe): 

Bull  under  two  years.— Fint  prise,  £10,  Lad^  Pigot, 
Branches  Park,  Newmarket  (Bythis) ;  second,  £6,  w. Linton, 
Sheriff  Hutton,  York  (Lord  Irvine). 

Ojw  in  calf  or  milk,  having  had  a  ealf  within  the  Ust  12 
months. — First  prize,  £8,  Lady  Pigot  (Queen  of  Rosalea) ; 
second,  £4,  J.  W.  Boteherby,  Middleton-one-Row,  Darlington 
'  (Besqr  Gwynne). 

Two-year-old  heifer  in  calf.— Fint  prize,  £6,  J.  Outhwaite, 
Bainesse,  Catteriek,  Torkshi^ ;  second,  £3,  R.  Burdon,  Castle 
Eden  (Boseleaf). 

Oae-vear-old  heifet.— First  prise,  £4,  G.  Pollard,  Trafford 
Hill  (Abergeldie) ;  seoond,  £2,  G.  Atkinson,  Hall  Farm,  Sea- 


Bull  calf  under  twelve  months  old.— Fint  prize,  £8,  J.  H. 
BukWnson,  Manor  House,  Catteriek,  K.G.j  swwnd,  £1, 
Sad  Yaiie^  wynyard  Park  (Ghrand  Turk).  ' 


Heifer  under  twelve  months  old.— First  prize,  ^. /-fl- 
Hutchinson.  Manor  House,  Catteriek  (Ger^) ;  MCOBd,  II, 
J.  Bulmer,  Middleton-one-Row  (Prinoe  Royal). 

Bull  under  three  yean  old,  the  property  of  a  Uwwm  v 
occupier.— First  prize,  £6,  R.  F.  Tienholm,  Battermck, 
Sedgefleld  (Windleston) ;  second,  £2,  Earl  Vane,  Wpyui 
Parte  (SuUan  2nd).  ,.    ,  ,  ^^, 

Cow  in  calf  or  milk  having  had  a  calf  withm  the  laittvclie 
months.— Fint  prize,  £3,  G.  Atkinson,  HaU  Farm,  Seahim 
(Ringlet)  ;  second,  £1,  G.  Atkinson  (Julia). 

Two-year-old  heifer  in  calf.— Fint  prize,  £3.  W.  H.  Bame, 
Morton  Tinmouth,  Darlington  (Fern  Frond) ;  seoond,  £1, 
J.  Bnhner,  Mi4dleton-one-Row  (Rosette). 
SHEEP. 

Ram  of  any  age.— First  prize,  £6,  J.  H.  Hutehiassa,  Mwor 
House,  Catteriek;  second,  £2,  Captain  C.  J. Briggi, Hylton 
Castle.  . 

Shearling  ram.— First  prize,  £6,  J.  H.  Hutchinson ;  leeoBd, 
£2,  J.  H.  Hutchinson. 

Pen  of  five  ewes,  having  rearpd  laughs.— Prise,  «,  J.  H- 
Hutchinson.  •  «  tt^i. 

Pen  of  shearling  gimmen.— Fint  prize,  £8,  J.  H.  Boteluii- 
son;  second,  £2,  J.  H.  9utchinson. 
PIGS. 

Boar,  large  breed.— First  prize,  £S,  R.  E.  Dnekeriaff,  Nv- 
thorpe,  Kirton  Lindsay ;  seoond,  £1,  R.  E.  Dnoktrioc. 

Boar,  small  breed,-Fint  prize.  £8,  Geone  Wei, 
Gnat  Givendale,  Bipon;  second,  £1,  V.  W.  CoM 
Seaham.  -.,... 

Sow,  Urse  breed.— Firft  prisQ,  £S,  R.  £.  Dacksnsg 
seoond,  £1,1L  E.  Duckering.  _    «   ^   ,.  • 

Sow,  small  breed.— ¥^  prize,  £2,  R.  E.  Daekensf 
second,  £1,  G.  Mangles. 

Pig  the  property  of  a  cottager.— First  prize,  £1.  J.  Tjjto'i 
South  Lodae  Cottage.  Roker ;  second,  I0s„  J.  Miller,  Thorn- 
ton Place,  SunderUmd;  third,  6s.,  J.  }()Unr. 
HORSES. 

Hunter.— First  prise,  a  silver  cap.  Captain  A.  H.  Hnst, 
Birtley ;  seoond,  £5,  E.  T.  Smith,  (kilepike  Hall. 

Leaper.— Fint  prize,  a  silver  cup,  T.  Dobson,  NewtMU*. 
second.  £2,  Robert  Woodfleld,  East  Harrington ;  third  Jl, 
R.  T.  Walker,  Fence  Houses,  Greatham,  StoektowTw 

Saddle  Mare.— First-prize,  £6,  John  Thomas  BobisioB. 
Leckbv  Palace.  Amihh  Think;  seoond,  |2,  B.8pisaoo, 
Naffeiton,  StocKsfle1d-on-Tyne.  „  _ 

Thfee.year-oU  colt  for  the  field.— Fint  priia.  «*.  Br.?5; 
don.  Castle  Eden ;  second,  £1,  R.  Bmnton,  Martqa,  Middl* 

borough*  <ni>i: 

Three^year-old  flBy  for  the  fteld.-?int  V^,^^ 
Kirkup,Biihopwearmouth;  se€ond,£;,G.Mear8,Tsthsin4aetf, 
Sunderland.  «•  n   p 

Two-year-old  colt  tbr  the  field.— Fint-priie,«,B-  '; 
Trenhohn,  Butterwick,  Bedgftdd ;  seoond,  £1,  W.  8mith,  Cin 
House,  Darlington.  . . 

Two-year-old  ftUy  for  t^e  field.— Fint  prize,  A  JJ* 
Thomas  Robinson;  second,  £1,  A.  Hedley,  nj^>»^» 
Felton.  -  «  1..  ^ . 

Yearling  colt  fbr  the  fiel^— Fint  prize,  £2,  J.  T.  ]^u*» « 
second,  £1,  A.  Hedley. 
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Tetrltig  illly  for  tho  ll«Id.f<-Fint  piiie, 
Orer  BiniMlala,  Dvlii^^;  leoond,  $1,  WUliam  |V)nter, 
Weit  Herriogton. 

Hini6«  intn.-^Fint  prize,  £5,  William  Laing,  SonderUnd ; 
Meond,  £3,  Bobert  Crow,  Low  Raisby,  Eelloe. 

Thiee-year-old  oolt  for  the  field.— Knt  prize,  £4,  J.  Beach, 
Dorhua  Hotel,  West  HartlepooL 

Thice-fBar-old  ftUjr  for  hamen. — First  prize,  £X,  Bobert 
Qsniett,  Welbarj,  Northallerbm ;  Moond,  £1,  John  Donaldaon, 
OnitAytoa,  Northallertoa. 

Tvo-fnr-old  oolt  for  haraeaz.— First  prize,  £3,  J,  H. 
Harris,  Uoandalea,  Morpeth. 

Three-year-old  filly  for  haraoss.— First  prize,  £8,  W.  Pal- 
liiter,  Hoacfaton-le-Spriog. 

Foelfortliesaddle.— First  prize,  J.  T.  Bobinson;  zecond, 
lOi^B.  Emmerson,  Over  Dinsdale,  DarIing;ton. 

F(m1  with   harness.— Prise,   W.   Miato,   Hetton-le-Hill, 

Csrt  foal— First  prize.  Colonel  Wood,  HowlisU  Hall; 
Mooad,  l<k,  J.  Bennoldson,  Cleadon  Laws,  Cleadon. 

FOB  i.GBICtn.TVVAL  PUBPOSXZ. 

Gut  mare.— -First  prize,  £5,  G.  Atkiasoo.  Hall  Farm,  Sea- 
ban  :  second,  £2,  J.  Laws,  Eachwick  Bed  House,  Dalton, 
Northamberland. 

Thne-year-old  cart  oolt.— First  prize,  £i,  W.  C.  Carr,  South 
Benvdl,  Newcastle;  second,  £1,  N.  Stonehouse  and  Son, 
Skdton  Mill,  Marake-by-the-Sea. 

Three-year-old  cart  filly.— Prize,  £4,  M.  Beed,  Beamish 
Bam. 

Two-year-old  cart  colt. — ^First  prise,  £3,  O.  Atkinson  ; 
neottd,  £1,  T.  Qiblwns,  Cleadon  Hills,  Hartou,  South  Shields. 

Two-year-old  cart  filly.— First  prize,  J.  Atkinson,  Bywell 
Hill  Farm,  Stookafleld-on-Tyne ;  second,  £1,  M.  T.  Clark, 
Httiagton  HaDgarth. 

Teariin^  cart  oolt— First  prize,  £2,  T.  Camming,  Laa- 
dmter,  Datham ;  aeeond,  £1,  J.  Fowler,  Claypath,  Durham. 

Tearling  filly. — ^First  prize,  £2,  J.  Henderson,  Horsley  Hill, 
"  ia«ond,  £1,  T.  Cnaunlng, 


Pair  of  dauffht  horses.— Ilrst  prize,  a  siker  cup,  O.  Atkin* 
son;  leoond,  £2,  G.  ^^^Ikinson,  East  Herrington,  Sunderiand. 
BOAsaTxsa. 

Boadster. — First  prize,  a  silver  cup,  value  10  guineu,  G. 
Dale,  West  Lodge,  Carlington ;  seoond,  £3,  H.  H.Thompson, 
The  Oaks,  Sunderland. 

LABIZS*  HACKMIT. 

Ladies^  hackney. — ^First  prize,  a  silver  eup,  D.  Dale ;  seeond, 
£3,  H.  H.  Thompson. 

Pony,  not  ezoeedinir  twelve  hands  high. — ^First  prize,  £2, 
C.  Taylor,  1,  Thomhill-terraoe,  Sunderland ;  second,  £1,  B.  L. 
Pemberton,  The  Barnes,  Sunderland. 

LOCAL  PKIZK8. 

Pair  of  draught  hones,  the  property  of  an  inhabitant  of  the 
borough. — First  prize,  a  silver  cup  and  £6,  W.  H.  Allison, 
Underoliffe,  Sanderiand ;  second,  £2,  £.  and  F.  Biohardaon, 
Steam  Mills,  Bishopwearmouth. 

Single  draught  horse,  the  property  of  an  inhabitant  of  the 
borough.— First  prize,  £2,  W.  H.  Allison;  second,  £1,  J.  J. 
Allison,  Boker. 

Pony,  not  ezoeeding  fourteen  hands  in  height,  the  property 


of  an  ii^iabitant  of  the  borouffh. — First  prize,  L.  Brig;^  The 
Cedars,  Sunderland ;  seoond,  J.  Crisp,  Lane  House,  Hylton- 
road. 

DAIBT  PBODUCE. 

Four  pounds  of  f^h  butter. — First  prise,  J.  Henderson, 
Horsley  Hill,  South  Shields ;  second.  Mrs.  Atkinson,  Seaham 
Hall  Farm ;  third,  Mrs  Bnmside,  Uollin  House,  Cockertou. 

Two  half-pounds  of  fresh  butter. — ^First  prize,  W.  Smith, 
East  Boldon ;  second,  Jane  Newby,  LitUethorpe,  near  Eas- 
ington. 

Four  pounds  of  fresh  butter. — First  prise.  Miss  Peacock, 
Springwell  House ;  second,  Mrs.  J.  Fish,  East  Boldon. 

Basket  of  fresh  han  eggs. — ^First  prize,  Mrs.  G.  Dawson, 
Tnnstall ;  seoond,  G.  H.  Proctor. 

The  dinner  was  wall  attended ;  Sir  H.  Williamaon,  Bait., 
M  J.,  oooupied  the  chair. 


THE    NOBTHUJJBEELAND    AGRICULTURAL    SOCIBTY. 
MEETING    AT    MOBPETH. 


The  weather  was  very  favourable,  and  the  number  of  visitors 
Coring  the  day  was  very  great.  The  show  in  many  respects 
d«ierves  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  successful  the 
Society  haa  ever  held,  both  as  regards  number  and  quality.  In 
18A8,  when  at  Comhill,  the  total  number  of  entries  was  784; 
la  1869,  when  at  Hexham,  the  total  was  907 ;  and  this  year, 
St  Morpeth,  the  toUl  was  989.  The  first  prize  for  the  aged 
oaU  wu  carried  off  by  Mr.  Coulthart,  Brampton,  with  Ace  of 
Tnmps.  Lady  Pigot,  Branches  Park,  Newmarket,  gained  two 
nlver  medals,  one  for  the  year  old  bull,  Bythis,  and  the  other 
for  her  celebrated  cow,  Queen  of  Bonlea.  The  disphy  of  Gal- 
lonjs  was  small,  but  excellent  in  quality. 

JUDGES. 

CAmi.--8horthoms:  T.  C.  Booth,  Warlaby,  Northallerton  ; 
J.  Kaowles,  Wetherby  Grange,  York ;  and  G.  Mitchell, 
UeiUe,  Heddoe,  N.B.  Gfalioways:  W.  Forster,  jun., 
megarth  Side,  Loogtown;  W.  Armstrong,  Tamend, 
Milton;  and  J.  little.  Guards'  Farm,  Gretna. 

Sinip.— Border  Leioesters :  A.  Geekie,  Baldowrie,  Glasgow ; 
r.  P.  Lvnn,  Mindrim  Mill,  Coldstream ;  and  W.  C.  Thomp- 
MO,  Diistonhaugh,  Corbridge.  Cheviot  and  blacklaced  : 
W.  Henderson,  Fowberry  Mains,  Bdford ;  J.  Hogarth, 
Jnliea  Bower,  Penrith;   and  H.  H.  Scott,  Alnham,  Aln- 

^ck. 

Hoisza.— jb^eoltnral  purposes :  J.  Atkinson,  Brandon,  Aln- 
^i  J.  fiolam,  Gloromm,  Bdford ;  and  J.  Blaekstock, 
Hsjton  Castle,  Maryport.  Horses  for  the  field  :  J.  Par- 
Mton,  BraBoapeth,  Durham;  J.  Smith,  Hnmburton, 
mDhridga;  and  J.  Ushar,  Stodrigg,  Kalso.  Hackneys 
ndpouast  O.Contthaid,LanereQst Abbey, Brampton;  B. 
2|^>Lyh«n,Balt9id}  and  L.  0.  Obriap,  SawkhiU,  Ala- 


Pios.— J.  Butherford.  Way-to-Wooler,  Wooler  ;  J.  A.  Arm- 
strong, Baysleap,  Newcastle ;  and  C.  Borthwick,  Mindrim, 
Cold^ream. 

Wool. — J.  Humble,  Newcastle. 

PBIZE     LIST. 
CATTLE. 

BHOBTHOBITB. 

Bulls,  above  two  and  under  seven  years  old.— First  prize, 
Conlthard,  Smith,  and  Bell,  Brampton  (Eari  of  ChesterX; 
second,  J.  Newton,  ChoUerton  (Ace  of  Trumps) ;  third,  J. 
Wright,  Greengill,  Penrith. 

Bulls,  above  one  and  under  two  years  old. — ^First  prize.  Lady 
Pigot,  Branches  Park,  Newmarket  (Bythis) ;  seoond,  W. 
Linton,  Sheriff  Hutton,  York ;  third,  J.  Outhwaite,  Bainesse, 
Catterick. 

Bull  calves,  nuder  twelve  months  old.— First  prise,  B.  Har- 
rett  Kirkwelpington  (Gipsy  Queen);  seoond.  Sir  M.  W. 
Bidley,  Bart.,^lagdon. 

Cows.— First  prize,  Lady  Pigot  (Queen  of  Boaalea) ;  second, 
W.  Linton. 

Heifers,  above  two  and  under  three  years  old.— First  prize. 
Sir  W.  C.  Trevelyan,  Bart,  Wallington  (Yetholm  Daisy) ; 
second.  J.  Outhwaite. 

Heifers,  above  one  and  under  two  years  old. — First  prize, 
T.  H.  Hutchinson,  Manor  House,  Catterick  (Lady  Blanch) ; 
second,  Q.  and  J.  Atkinson,  Bywell  Hall  Farm. 

Heifer  calves,  under  twdve  months  eld. — First  and  seoond 
prises.  Sir  W.  C.  Trevelyan. 

Heifers,  above  two  and  under  three  yean  old. — First  priae, 
G.  aad  J.  Chimay,  EUingUin,  Morpeth ;  WCOad,  G.  Q,  Ifi^ 
yfm\  I^  £o4i,  %d«ii>rid|e, 
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Heifen,  above  one  and  under  two  yean  old. — ^Fintprixe, 
S.  Laiudale,  High  Espley,  Morpeth;  leoond,  O.  G.  Lee. 

Heifer  calret,  uider  tweWe  months  old,  S.  Langdale ;  leeond, 
0. 0.  Lee. 

OALL0WAT8. 

BnUs  aboTe  tiro  yean  old. — Jamea  Oraham,  Paraelttowa, 
Carliale. 

BoIIb  under  two  yean  old.— Jamea  Conningham,  Tarbreock, 
Dalbeattie. 

Cows  or  heifen  aboTe  three  yean  old. — First  prize,  James 
Cunningham ;  second,  James  Gnbam. 

Cows  or  heifen  nnder  three  yean. — ^James  Qraham,  Far- 
celstown,  Carlisle. 

SHEEF. 

BORDIB  LSICISTSRS. 

Bams  of  any  age.— Fint  and  second  prise,  Bev.  B.  W.  Bo- 
sanqnet,  Bock,  Alnwick. 

Shearling  rams.— Fint  price,  George  Torrance,  Sisteroath  ; 
second,  Mr.  Simson,  jnn.,  Bainslie,  Lander ;  third,  Messn. 
Dinmng,  Nilston  Bidge. 

Fen  of  fire  ewes.— Fint  prize,  George  Simson,  Conrthill, 
Kelso ;  second,  J.  and  G.  Laing,  Wark. 

Fen  of  fire  gtmmen.— Fint  priie,  Ber.  B.  W.  Bosanqnet, 
Bock ;  second,  JohnLangdale,  Newton  Bed  House. 

CHETI0T8. 

Bams  of  any  age.— Fint  and  second  prise,  Thomas  Elliot, 
Hindhope.  Commended,  John  Douglas,  Swiniside  Hall, 
Jedbnrgh. 

Two  shearling  rams. — Fint  and  second  prize,  Thomas 
Elliot,  Hindhope,  Jedburgh. 

Pens  of  fl^e  ewes.— Fint  prize,  T.  ElUot ;  second,  B.  Short- 
reed,  Attonbnrn. 

Pen  of  flre  gimmen.— Fint  and  second  prize,  T.  Elliot, 
Hindhope. 

BLACK-TACSI)  MOVNTAIX  BREEDS. 

Bams  of  any  age. — ^Fint  prize,  T.  Oliver,  Bedbum,  Stan- 
hope ;  second,  H.  T.  Thompson,  Lamnarts,  GiUland. 

Shearlingrams. — ^First  prize,  T.  Oliver,  Bedbnm ;  second* 
T.  White,  Westbnmhope. 

Pens  of  five  ewes. — Fi nt prize,  D.Tweedie,  Lanarkshire; 
second,  C.  Armstrong,  Garrigul. 

Pens  of  five  gimmen. — ^Fint  prise,  D.  Tweedie ;  second,  C. 
Armstrong. 

▲NT  OTHER  DISTINCT  BREED. 

Pens  of  five  ewes  and  gimmen. — ^Prize,T.  H.  Hutchinson, 
Manor  House,  Catteriek. 

HOBSES. 

TOR    AGRICULTURAL   PURPOSES. 

Brood  mares,  with  foal  at  foot. — Fint  prize,  J.  and  G. 
Atkinson,  Bywell  Hall  Farm ;  second,  J.  Laws,  Eachwick  Bed 
Honse. 

Three  yean  old  geldings  or  fillies.— Fint  prize,  C.  Lister, 
Coleby  liodge,  Lincoln ;  second,  B.  Spnggon,  NsJEbrton. 

Two  yean  old  geldings  or  fillies^ — Fint  prize,  J.  Dinning, 
Belford;  second,  T.  Gibson,  Cleadon  Hills. 

One-year-old  geldings  or  fillies.— W.  Laws,  Black  Heddon; 
second,  J.  Lavcock,  Low  Gosfbrth. 

Pair  of  geldings  or  mares  of  any  age.— W.  Smith,  MeUdng- 
ton. 

Pain  of  mares  of  any  age. — Gibbons,  Burufoot. 

FOR  THE  FIELD. 

Brood  mares. — ^First  prize.  Mr.  Bobinson,  Lechby  Palace; 
second,  Mr.  Cbrisp.  Hawkhill. 

Three-years-old  geldings  or  fiUies  for  the  field.— Fint  prize, 
Messn.  Armstrong,  Carlisle ;  second,  Mr.  Smith,  Melkington. 


Two-yean-old  geldings  or  fillies  fot the  field.— Kntpriu, 
Mr.  Calder,  Kelloe  Mains  ;  second,  Mr.  Smith,  Garr  House, 

One-year-oldjiddings  or  fillies  for  the  field.— Rrst  piitt. 
B.  Dand,  jun«,  ndd  £u>nae,  Bilton ;  second,  Mr.  Thompsos, 
The  Frolic,  Capheaton. 

Horses  or  mares,  above  five  and  under  ten  yean  old.— Fint 
and  second  prize.  Sir  W.  C.  Trevdyan. 

Hunten.— First  prize,  T.  £.  Smith,  Oosforth  House ; 
second,  T.  Parker,  Shellacves,  Norfaam. 

Hones  or  mares,  four-years-old.— Fintprize, Mr. Tanbnll, 
Branton  West  Side ;  second,  J.  Wilson.  Woodhom  Manor. 

Hackneys,  horM  or  mare. — Fint  prize,  C.  Stevenson,  Nev- 
castle ;  second,  J.  H.  Harris,  Hounoalee,  Morpeth. 

Ponies,  horse  or  mare. — Fint  prize,  J.  Newton,  Chollettoa; 
second,  T.  Sample,  Bothal  Castl^;  third,  Master  Anaett 

SWINE. 

Boan  of  the  large  breed,  of  any  colour. — ^First  and  second 
prize,  Mr.  Duckerinf,  Northorpe,  Kirton,  Lindsc^. 

Boars  of  the  small  breed,  of  any  colour.- first  pnie  F. 
Eden,  Salford  ;  second,  Mr.  Mangles,  Bipon. 

Sows  of  the  lar^  breed,  of  any  colour. — Fint  and  seeond 
prize,  Mr.  Duckermg,  Northorpe. 

Sows  of  the  small  breed,  of  any  colour. — ^First  priie,  Mr. 
Eden,  Salford;  second,  Mr.  Duckerin^,  Northorpe. 

Sows  of  the  middle  breed.— First  prize,  Mr.  Eden,  Sslford; 
second,  Mr.  Dnckering,  Nonhorpe. 

Sow  pigs,  pen  of  3  of  tlie  large  breed,  under  sixteen  weeki 
old.— First  prize,  Mr.  Eden,  Salford. 

Sowpigs,  pen  of  3  of  the  small  breed,  nnder  sizteen  w«eb 
old. — ^Fintprize,  Mr.  Eden,  Salford. 
WOOL, 

Leicester,  best  five  fieeces. — Fint  prize,  Messn.  Lsing, 
Wark;  second^  The  Ezecuton  of  the  late  J.  Anfu, 
Whitefield. 

Cheviot,  best  five  fieecea. — ^Fiist  and  second  prize,  R.  Dos- 
kin,  Ligram. 

Hal^bred,  best  five  fieeces. — ^Fint  and  second  prixe,  R. 
Donkin,  Ingram. 

Black-faced,  best  five  fleeces.— Fint  and  second  prize,  ^1 
of  Tankerville. 

About  300  gentlemen  sat  down  to  the  dinner,  in  a  large 
pavilion  erected  on  the  show  ground.  The  chair  was  oceapied 
by  the  Bight  Hon.  Lord  Vernon,  President  of  the  Bojal 
Agricultural  Society  (of  Sndbuiy  Hall,  Derbyshire,  sad  tbe 
owner  of  the  Widdrington  estate). 

The  Chairman,  in  proposing  "  Success  to  the  Nortksm- 
berland  Agricultural  Socie^,"  aUnded  to  the  great  agricnliunl 
improvements  which  had  taken  place  in  the  coun^  of  Noitli* 
thumberland  during  the  last  few  yean.  These,  he  bdiered, 
were  in  great  part  due  to  the  energy  and  activi^of  thevarioaf 
persons  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  alio  to  the 
good  relations  which  subsisted  between  landlord  and  tensst. 
He  next  alluded  to  the  subject  of  women  labouring  m  the 
fields,  and  contended  that  the  occupation  was  quite  ss  healthy 
as  many  othen  in  which  women  were  engaged,  and  in  no  de- 
gree more  degrading.  He  spoke  at  some  length  of  the  im- 
provements whieh  might  yet  be  introduced  into  agricoltutl 
affain  by  a  more  extended  use  of  steam  power  in  ths  coltiri* 
tion  of  the  soil.  Northumberland,  he  tnonght,  was  in  nsajr 
respects  well  suited  for  the  introduction  of  steam  power  u  the 
fields  were  ^nerally  large,  and  as  some  of  them  knev  to  thfir 
cost,  the  soil  was  stiff  and  heavy.  He  concluded  by  conpliog 
the  toast  with  the  name  of  the  seoretaiy,  to  whose  abilities  be 
paid  a  warm  compliment. 


GLOUCESTERSHIBE    AGRICULTURAL    SOCIETY. 
MEETING   AT    STBOUD. 


At  the  annuri  show  of  the  Gloucestenhire  Agricul- 
tural Society  the  Entries  vras  veiy  short.  The  Hereford 
Timet  describes  the  stalU  of  (he  white  faces  "a  beggarly 
aeeonnt  of  empty  boxea,-  several  of  which  were  entered 
for  the   show  did  not  make  an  appeannoe.    Then   had 


been  three  entries  ;  viz.,  Mr.  John  Baldwin's  Lord  AsUbrd; 
Mr.  Thomas  Edwards's  Leominster  the  Third ;  sad  Mr. 
Thos.  Thomas's  (St.  Hikry)  Sir  John  the  Third-a  pnif- 
taker  at  Taunton  and  Oxford.  Two  out  of  the  ^^'^ 
were,  however,  vacant,  and  Leominster  the  Third,  whica  «» 
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third  IB  his  elaas  at  Oxford,  and  a  giand  yonng  boll,  by  Tom- 
boj,  a  son  of  the  fomoiu  Sir  Thomas—  was  alone  in  his  glory. 
Ib  the  next  dass — ^bulls  abore  one  and  under  two  years  old— 
five  ont  of  six  entered  were  shown,  via.,  Mr.  Thos.  £dwards*s 
Sir  Bobert,  also  by  Tomboy ;  Mr.  H.  R.  Evans's  Sir  Oliyer 
the  Srd,  by  the  Hampton  Conrt  Sir  Oliyer  the  2nd :  Mr.  John 
Uirding^s  Count  Fosco  and  Noble  Boy,  the  former  by  Severus 
sndthe  latter  by  Symmetry;  and  Mr.  Richard  Hill*s,  by 
Interest.  Of  this  lot  Connt  Fosco  was  placed  second  at 
Oxford  to  that  ^rand  young  bull  Mr.  Philip  Turner's  Trojan ; 
Mr.  Eill*s  President — about  which  there  was  so  much  talk,  on 
the  ground  of  his  great  size  and  development  for  liis  recorded 
age—third ;  while  Noble  Boy  and  Sir  Oliver  the  8rd  passed 
without  official  recognition.  The  judges  at  Stroud  reversed 
the  Oxford  decisions,  for  they  placed  Noble  Boy  first,  and  did 
oot  notice  his  stall  companion.  Count  Fosco ;  Mr.  Edwards 
oomiog  second  with  Sir  Robert,  and  Mr.  H.  R.  Evans  getting 
the  reserve  number  with  Sir  Oliver  the  Third  -,  the  big  buU 
from  Orleton  not  at  all  taking  their  fancy.  In  the  class  for 
bull-calf  under  12  months  old,  Mr.  Richard  llill  and  Mr.  II. 
B.  £vans  were  the  only  two  who  exhibited  out  of  an  entry  of 
foQr;  Mr.  Hill*s  Pearl  Diver  taking  first,  and  Mr.  Evans's 
eslf  by  Chieftain  second.  The  breeding  cow  class,  which  had 
three  entries,  was  a  bUnk ;  and  the  class  for  heifers  under 
two-years-old  was  inst  redeemed  from  that  position  by  the 
meaenoe  of  Mr.  John  Harding's  Dahlia.  In  the  class  for 
oeirer  calf  under  12  months*  old,  three  out  of  four  were 
■tailed.  Thus  ended  the  meagre  list  of  the  Herefords.  Out 
of  the  49  entries  of  Shorthorns  there  were  about  a  dozen  ab- 
lentees.  In  the  aged  bull  class  we  understood  that  the  Taun- 
ton dedaions  were  reversed. 

The  entries  of  horses  reached  to  108,  and  nearly  all  were 
srearnt  In  the  elass  of  entire  thoroughbred  sires  for  pro- 
dneing  hunters  or  Lacks,  the  first  prize  feu  to  Mr.  M.  Biddulph. 
The  dass  for  hunters  of  any  age,  in  which  there  were  13 
entries,  was  averyfiurone.  The  dass  for  hunters  under  five 
jesrs  old  was  a  good  one,  and  the  mare  and  foal  class  (13 
antries)  was  a  remarkably  good  one.  We  subjoin  a  list  of  tlie 
jqdgn  and  prizes. 

JuDGZS.— Cattle :  E.  Doig,  Lillingstone  Hall,  Buckingham ; 
T.  S.  Bradstock,  Cobrey  Park,  near  Ross.  Sheep  and  Pigs : 
T.  Walker,  Stowell  Park,  near  Northleaeh ;  A.  Edmonds, 
LoDgwortli,  Farinedon.  Cart  Horses :  J.  Craddock,  East- 
iagtod,  Northleaeh ;  J.  Barton,  Colne  St.  Aldwyns,  Fair- 
ford.  Hunters  and  Roadsters:  Col.  Kiagsoote,  C.B., 
Kingaeote  Park,  Wolton-under-Edge ;  Major  Heywood, 
Ocle  Conrt,  Hereford ;  J.  E.  Bennett,  Husband's  Bosworth 
Grange,  Rngby.  Cheese :  B.  Bransdon,  Ross ;  J.  Brother- 
ton,  Oloneester. 

CATTLE. 
HzmroRDs. 
Ball  above  2  years  old.— Prize,  £10,  T.  Edwards,  Wmter- 
cott,  Leominster  (Leominster  3rd,  321 1\ 

Boll  above  1  and  under  2  years  old. — First  prize,  £10,  J. 
Harding,  Bicton,  Shrewsbury  (Noble  Boy) ;  second  of  £5,  T. 
Edwards,  Wintncott  (Sir  Robert). 

Bull  calf  under  12  months  oUl.~First  prize,  £5,  R.  HiU, 
Orklon  Court,  Ludlow  (Pearl  Diver);  second  of  £2,  H.  R. 
Evaaa,  jun. 

Hetfer  under  2  years  old.— Prize,  £6,  J.  Harding,  Bicton, 
Shrevabuiy  TDahlia). 

Heifer  calf  under  12  months  old.— First  prize,  £4,  J. 
Harding  (Red  Dahlia) ;  second  of  £2,  B.  J.  Morris,  SUnley 
Pouthoge,  Winchoombe  (Stanley's  Delight). 

Three  dairy  cows  of  any  breed,  in  milk. — ^First  prize,  £10, 
0.  Game,  Churchill  Heath ;  second,  £6,  £.  J.  Morris. 

SHO&THOKNS. 

Boll  above  2vears  old.— First  prize,  £10,  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Sudeley,  l^ddington,  Winchcombe ;  second  £5,0.  Qarne. 

Boll  above  1  and  under  2  years  old.— First  prize,  £10,  T. 
Gane  and  Son,  Broadmoor,  Northleaeh;  aecond  of  £5,  J. 
Dove,  Hambrook  House,  near  Bristol. 

Boll  ealf  under  12  months  old.— First  prize,  £o,  B.  Strut- 
ton,  Bnrdemp,  Swindon,  WilU;  second  of  £2,  T.  Morris, 
Uaiaemors  Court,  near  Gloucester. 

Ball,  oow,  and  offsoring.— Prize,  £10,  R.  Stratton. 

Breedmg  eows.— First  prize,  £6,  R.  Stratton ;  second  of 
AG.GaSie. 

Holier  under  3  vears  old.— First  prize,  £6,  R.  Stratton ;  se- 
cond of  £3,  T.  Game  and  Son. 


Heifer  under  2  years  old.— First  prize,  £5,  R.  Stratton ; 
second  of  £2  10s.,  G.  Game. 

Heifer  calf  under  12  months  old. — ^First  prize,  £4,  B. 
Stratton ;  second  of  £2,  R.  Stratton. 

BREEDING  SHEEP. 

Long- wools  (five  theaves). — ^First  prize,  £5,  Executors  of 
the  late  T.  Gillett,  Kilkenny,  Faringdon,  Berks ;  second  of  £6, 
Sir  J.  Rolt,  Ozleworth  Park,  Wotton-under-Edge. 

Ram  of  any  age. — ^First  prize,  £5,  Executors  of  the  late  T. 
Gillett;  second  of  £3,  T.  B.  Brown,  Salperton  Park. 

Shearling  rams. — ^Firat  prize,  £5,  Executora  of  the  late  T. 
Gillett ;  aecond  of  £3,  Executora  of  the  kte  T.  QiUett. 

Five  ewe  lambs.— Prize,  £5,  H.  Cole,  Ashbrook,  Cirenoester. 

Five  ram  lambs. — Pnze,  £6,  H.  Cole. 

Short-wools  (five  theaves).— First  prize,  JglO,  Sir  W. 
Throckmorton,  Bart.,  Bnckknd,  Faringdon;  second  of  £5, 
Colonel  Kingscote,  C.B.,  M.P.,  Kingscoto  Park. 

Ram  of  any  age. — First  prize,  £6,  Sir  W.  Throckmorton, 
Bart. ;  second  of  £3,  Sir  W.  Throckmorton,  Bart. 

Shearling  ram. — First  prize,  £5,  Colonel  Kingscote,  CS., 
M.P. ;  second  of  £3,  Colonel  Kingscote,  U.B.,  M.P. 

Five  ewe  Umba.- Prize,  £5,  Sir  W.  Throckmorton,  Bart. 

Five  ram  lamba.— Prize,  £5,  G.  Wallia,  Old  Shifford. 

OXFORDSHIRE  ANU  SHROrSUIRZ. 

Ram  of  any  age.— Prize  £5,  G.  Wallia,  Old  Shifford, 

Shearling  rams.— Prize  £5,  G.  Wallis. 
HORSES. 

Cart  horses,  stallion.— First  prize,  £20,  W.  Wynn,  CranhiU 
Leys,  Grafton,  near  Alcester ;  second  of  £10,  Col.  Kingscote, 
C.B.,  M.P. 

Cart  horses,  mare  and  foal. — First  prise,  £10,  G.  Finch, 
Cnbberley  Court  Cheltenham ;  second  of  £6,  S.  Davis,  Wool- 
ashill,  near  Persnore. 

Cart  horses,  geldiuR  or  filly. —  Prize,  £6,  J.  Theyer, 
Crickle^r  Hill,  near  Cheltenham. 

Stalhon  for  getting  hunters  or  hacks. — First  prise,  £26, 
M.  Biddulph,  M.P.,  Ledburv  (The  Mallard). 
_  Hunters  of  any  age. — First  prize,  £20,  R.  Holman,  Bavs 
Cheltenham  (Plinlimmon) ;  second  of  £10,  C.  Cook, 


Toddington,  TIHnchcombe. 

Hunter  under  five  years  old. — First  prize,  £15,  A.  Newman, 
Winchcombe.  second  of  £7  10s.,  W.  Till,  Coaley,  Durale^r. 

Mare  and  foal. — Prize,  £10,  R.  Swanwiek,  Royal  Agnonl- 
tursl  College  Farm,  Cirencester. 

Hack  not  exceeding  15  hands. — First  prize,  £10,  R.  N. 
Hooper,  Llansannor  Court,  Cowbridge ;  second  of  £5,  W.  T. 
Dewe,  Coed  Cue,  Llannon,  Llanelly. 

Pony  above  12  and  under  14  hands. — First  prize,  £8,  Cant. 
J.  a  Ballard,  The  VerUnds,  Cowbridge ;  second  of  £4^  Migor 
Qninton,  Harnhill,  Cirencester. 

Pony  not  exceeding  12  hands. — ^First  prize,  £5,  R.  New- 
combe,  Cirencester ;  second  of  £3,  H.  S.  Stephens,  Stonehouse. 
CHEESE. 

1  cwt.  of  thick  cheese.— First  prize,  £5,  G.  Gibbons,  Tunley 
Farm,  Bath ;  second  of  £2  19s.,  S.  M.  Harding,  Nnpdown 
Thornbnry. 

1  cwt.  of  double  cheese. — ^First  prize,  £6,  J.  Harris,  Conrt 
House  Farm,  Cam,  Dnrsley ;  second  of  £2  in^.,  J.  Smith, 
Nupdovm  Farm,  Thornbnry. 

1  cwt.  of  thin  cheese. — First  prise,  £5,  J.  Harris,  Court 
House ;  second  of  £2  10s ,  T.  Witchell,  Nymphsfield. 


THE  DORCHESTER  A0RICX7LTURAL  SOCIETT.-* 
The  show  of  this  Sodety  was  very  small.  Mr.  John  Pitfield, 
of  Symondbnry,  with  his  Triumph  gained  the  Hon.  W.  H.  B. 
Portman'a  prize  for  the  beat  bull.  Mr.  W.  Paull,  of  Puddloton, 
ahowed  the  best  hdfera,  thoae  from  Mr.  W.May o,  jun.,  of  Friar's 
Waddon,  being  commended.  Mr.  T.  H.  Saunders,  of  Water- 
combe,  carried  off  Mr.  Wingfield  Di|j|by's  prize  for  ewes,  and 
also  exhibited  some  good  wethers  in  the  extra  stock  depart- 
ment. Mr.  J.  C.  Fooks,  of  Ceme  Moss,  Mr.  G.  W.  Homer, 
of  Athelhampton,  and  Mr.  James  Harding,  of  Waterson, 
were  the  other  principal  prize  takers  for  sheep.  A  prize 
offered  by  Mr.  Brymer  for  the  best  cart  stallion  was  won  by 
Mr.  F.  ICclIoway  of  Stratton.  At  the  dinner  which  followed 
the  show  General  Sir  John  Michd  presided.  It  was  agreed 
to  invite  the  Bath  and  West  of  jSnglsnd  Sodety  to  visit  Dor^ 
Chester  in  1872. 
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WHITBY    AGRIOITLTUBAL    SOCIETY. 


At  tbe  thirty-teventH  annual  show  of  thii  society  the  entries 
exceeded  in  nnmber  those  of  lastyear  in  all  the  classes  except  ! 
those  of  sheep ;  while  the  classes  for  horses,  nartlcolarly  the 
coaching  and  hunting  hreeds,  were  well  filled,  some  of  the 
animals  exhibited  being  of  great  excellence.  The  following 
were  the  principal  prizes  awarded : 

fiOBSES. 
ThoTongh-bred  stallion.— Priie,  P.  Hogarth,  I^he. 
Coaching  stallion.— Prise,  B.  Rhea,  Pickering. 
Agricultural  stallion .— Prixe,  R.  Cole,  Flaxton. 
Coaching  brood  mare,  with  her  foal  or  stinted. — Rrst  pnxe, 
R.  Welford  and  Sons,  Newton ;  second,  J.  PorrittJBuck  Rush. 

Coaching  foal,  colt  or  filly.— First  prize,  R.  Welford  and 
Sons;  second, J. Plews. 

Yearling  coaching  colt  or  filly.— Pirstpriie,  Messrs.  Wor- 
nald,  Normanby ;  second,  A.  Welford,  Brock  Rigg. 

Yearling  coaching  filly.— First  prixe,  R.  Welford  and  Softs ; 
second,  LGarbuttjfamdale. 

Two-year-old  coaching  gelding.— First  prixe,  Jilson  Bstill, 
Hawsker ;  second,  M.  Wellbum,  Fylingdales. 

Two-year-old  coaching  filly.— First  prize,  Q.  Gill,  Brotton ; 
second,  J.  Plews,  tJgglebamby. 

Three-year,  old  coaching  gdding.— First  prixe,  T.  Jaekaon, 
Barnby ;  second,  P.  Campion,  Orerdale. 

Three-year-old  coaching  filler.— First  prixe,  J.  Donaldson, 
Ayton;  second,  T.  Newton,  Easington. 

Agricultural  brood  mare  with  her  find  or  stinted.— First 
prise,  W.  Burnett :  second,  W.  A.  Wood,  Sutton  Forest. 

Agricultural  foal,  colt  or  filly.— First  prixe,  J.  Cross ;  second, 
W.  A.  Wood,  Sntton  Forest. 

Agricultural  yearling  colt  or  filly.— Prixe,  J.  Braithwaite, 
Ebberston. 

Agricultural  two  years  old  fiUy  or  gelding.— Rrst  prixe,  W. 
Brewster,  Little  Barugh ;  second,  Messrs.  Wormald. 

Pair  of  agricultaral  horses,  baring  been  worked  as  inch 
during  the  season,  age  or  sex  immaterial. — First  prixe,  C.  U. 
Palmer ;  second,  W.  Ward,  Fknniel  Flat. 

Hunting  brood  mare,  with  her  foal  or  stinted.— First  prixe, 
B.  Jackson,  Normanby  ;  second,  J.  Fortter,  Newton. 

Hunting  foal,  colt  or  filly.— First  prixe,  R.  Wood,  Pinclim- 
thorpe ;  second,  F.  Peirson,  Westonby. 

Hunting  Yearling,  colt  or  fiUy.— First  prixe,  P.  Shimmins ; 
second,  C.  M.  Palmer. 

Two-year-old  hunting  colt  or  fiUy.— First  prixe,  Measn. 
Wormald;  second,  W.  Ward. 

Three  years  old  hunting  gelding.— Prixe,  W.  Ward. 

Three  years  old  hunting  filly. — First  prixe,  R>  Jaekaon ; 
second,  J.  S.  Darrell,  Ayton. 

Hunting  mure  or  gelding. — ^First  prixe,  J.  8.  Damll ;  saoond, 
H.  Jewison,  Raisthorpe. 

Horse  or  mare  of  any  breed,  whieh  leaps  the  aitiilcial 
fences  in  the  best  hunting  style.— First  prixe,  C.  Rose,  MaMon ; 
second,  J.  Forster,  Newtown. 

Hunting  mare  or  gelding.— ^Firtt  prixe,  H.  linton,  East 
Row;  second, W.Ward. 

Roadster  mare  or  gelding  over  14  hands. — ^First  prixe,  J. 
Robson;  second,  D.  Hartley. 

Pony,  mare  or  gelding,  oter  12)  and  not  over  14  handa.^ 
First  prixe,  J.  S.  Darrell ;  second,  J .  WeighilL 

Pony,  mare  or  gelding,  not  orer  11^  h»de.— First  pcixe,  J. 
Windlo}  ieoond»T.  Boyea. 


Donkey,  horse  or  mare.— Fint  prixa^  T.  BiQliailson,San^ 
end ;  eeoond,  S.  Wilson,  Egton. 

CATTLE. 

6H0BTH0B1I8. 

Bull  calf,  oyer  aix  and  under  twelte  montiis  old.— Fint 
prixe,  Cass  Smith,  Westerdale ;  second,  J.  Cross. 

Two  years  old  bull.— First  prixe,  W.  C.  Wonky;  lecofld, 
D,  Hartley. 

Heifer  calf,  over  six  and  under  months  old.— First  pn«,  J. 
Bnlmer ;  second,  J.  Wilkinson.  ,  «  „  , 

Yearlingheifer.— First  prixe,  C.Smitii;  second,  E.  Hodg- 
son, Westerdale.  .«...»« 

Two  years  old  heifer,  in  milk  or  ealf .— Fiixt  pnse,  L  Gsr- 
butt ;  second,  J.  Bnlmer.  .  ^    .  ,  « 

Cow,  in  milk  or  calf. -First  prixe,  LGarbntt;  second,  Csa 

Smith; 

DI8TBICT  rBl2E8  TOA  CATTLK. 

Dairy  cow,  with  special  reference  to  milking.— First  prii^ 
H.  Wsrd,  Hawsker ;  second,  J.  Kerr,  lythe. 

Two  yearling  steers,  whioh  hare  been  the  property  of  ths 
exhibitor  six  months  prior  to  the  show.— Fiiatprite,  J.  Ftewi ; 
second,  T.  Beeforth,  Sneaton. 

Pair  of  working  oxen.— First  prixe,  T.  Watson,  Sasatoa; 
second,  M.  Wellbum.  _         ^     ^ 

Cottager^s  cow,  of  any  breed,  with  special  referena  to  mSk- 
ing.— F&st  prixe,  W.  Galloway,  Newholm ;  second,  T.  JjpM, 
Goldsbro*. 


UtlCXSTlRS.  «  «.  J  1 

Shearling  ram.— First  and  second  prixes,  L  and  E.  Tmdik. 

Tup  lamb.— First  prixe,  W.  S.  Gray ;  second,  T.  B.  S00I17, 
Rook  Barugh. 

Pen  of  five  ewes,  baring  reared  lamba  in  1870.— Frnt  pnis, 
E.  Comer,  Broad  Ings :  second,  J.  Elliot.    ^   ^  „ 

Pen  of  five  gimmer  lamba.- Fint  prixe,  W.  8.  Qrsj;  »• 
cond,  T.  P.  Seoby.  ,  ,.         ^_^     ,     « 

Pen  of  three  tup  lambs,  bred  by  exhibitor.— Rrst  pnss,  fi. 
Comer,  Broad  Ings  j  aeoond,  W.  S,  Gray. 

Tsro-ahear  or  aged  moor  tap.— Fint  pnxe,  W.Eb««i 
Danby:  seoond,  C.  Smith.  .  „ 

Shearling  moor  tap.— Bnt  priae,  C.Smith;  seoond,  W. 
Rudsdale. 

Moor  tun  lamb.— First  and  aeoond  prixea,  W.  Radsdale. 

Pen  of  flTc  moor  ewes,  having  reared  lambs  in  1870.— Krtf 
C.  Smith  ;  second,  W.  RudBdale.  xb  v  »^ 

Pen  of  five  moor  shearling  gimmera.— First  pnxe,  W.  Ma- 
dale  ;  second,  C.  Smith. 

Pen  of  five  moor  wethers,  two-shear  or  upwards,  bwi  V 
exhibitor.— First  and  second  prixea,  J.  Praiaon,  Gosthlaod. 
PIGS.  .     - 

Boars  of  any  breed,  over  six  month*  old.— Fiist  pns^  » • 
Chapman,  Seamer ;  second,  M.  Gray. 

Sow  or  gilt  of  any  breed,  over  six  months  okL— Iiist  ynie, 
J.  Thompson,  Seamer;  second,  G.  Chapman. 

Boar  of  any  smaUbreed,  over  aix  monOia  old,— Kiw  P^Wi 

ris  mon^  dd.— Fii^ 


J.  Windle;  seoond,  G.  Chapman. 

Sow  or  gilt  of  any  attiaU  breed, 
prixe,  R.  Bowman,  Pickering }  • 

Cottager's  pig,  the  owner  not 
—First  prixe,  Joeeph  Waid»  W 


Whitlqr. 


„, .  ^,  ^ ^-^  „  J  than  ON  CO*. 

fc  prixe,  Joeeph  Waid»  Woodkmda;  seoond,  J.  looft 


KOBTH    LA2SrOASHrRB   AGRIOTJLTUBAL   SOOraTY. 
MEETING   AT   BLACKPOOL 


The  attendance  of  viaitoTS  on  the  first  day  wax  not  large, 
although  the  proceedings  were  unusually  interesting  to  agri- 
culturists, but  on  Wednesday  the  showyard  was  crowded  with 
visitors,  not  only  from  Blackpool,  but  also  firam  the  neigh- 
bouring districts. 


The  judges  of  ShorthomawereW.Torr,R.8mith,siidl5^Xg; 

The  Shorthoms  were  weU  represented  for  a  oo«tiy  ov«^ 

ion  sneh  aa  tkia,  and  the  ctasa  for  iffA  >»»•  ^VSl 


tion  sneh  aa  tkia,  aum  w«  ««>■  w*  ■PT/'ArV-* 9i»ft. 
muster.    Bolivar  received  the  sUver  asadal  for  mjm  ^ 
horn  aged  buU  and  Mr.  Statter,  rivalling  Mr.  Bnerlj  a  «» 


TagedbaU 
ma&lfort 
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diMi  neeifsd  aeeotd  place,  together  with  a  sQTer  cnp,  for  the 
bat  three  Shorthomi  in  the  yard.  A  year-old  boll  belonging 
to  0.  Hoat,  of  PreDehw3oa,  Preaton,  was  placed  firjt  in  the 
daa  for  bolla  abore  one  and  under  two  years  old,  for 
vfaieh  a  silTer  medal  was  offered.  Mr.  Statter^a  Frinee  of 
Tiranidale  came  in  second,  ont  of  a  good  contest  among  17. 
The  winner  of  the  first  medal  was  a  roan  cow,  exhibited  by 
Hr.W.Brsdbsm,  of  Wedneslleld,  Wdrerhampton.  The  Be?. 
L  C.  Wood's  Miranda  10th  was  plaeed  second;  bat  when 
jsdged  in  the  class  for  cstUeof  any  breed,  she  gained  ipeater  dis- 
tincdoB.  Mr.  Bradbnm,  of  WoWerhampton,  for  best  heifor 
not  aeeeding  three  years,  took  first  and  second  prizes.  Vat 
heifen  BOt  ezeeeding  two  years,  Messrs.  Statter,  junior,  and 
Brierley  once  more  divided  honours,  Mr.  Brierley  being 
awardsd  the  first  medal,  Mr.  Ststter  the  second,  whilst  Mr. 
Bndbani  had  to  content  himself  with  a  '^highly  com- 
mended."  Mr.  Baxter,  of  Skipton,  stepped  in  at  the  class  for 
heifer  eahes,  taking  the  chief  award,  leaving  Lady  Pigot, 
Mmos.  Brierley,  Statter,  f  arrar,  and  Hunt  to  settle  the  re- 
miiniag  positions.  A  special  priae  for  the  best  Shorthorn 
ball  for  the  locality  was  awarded  to  Colonel  Clifton,  I^tham 
Edl.  For  the  best  bull,  two,  years  old  and  upwards,  two 
alrer  caps  were  offered,  the  first  falling  to  Mr.  Statter,  Jan., 
of  Stand  HOI,  Whitefleld,  Manchester,  for  Thomdale  Dake. 
fou  years  old.  There  were  nine  entries  in  this  class,  sad 
Bnke  of  Thomerholme,  a  three-years-and-ten-months,  was 
piaeed  neond.  The  siher  cup  offered  for  the  best  boll,  shore 
000  sad  nader  two  years,  was  won  bv  Mr.  Geo.  Hunt,  rreneh- 
vood,  Preston,  with  a  one-year'old.  Knight  of  the  Shire. 
He  sbo  sscued  the  silTcr  cop  given  for  the  best  calf.  In  the 
eoBipetition  for  calves  nader  twelve  months,  the  first  prixe  was 
prea  to  Mr.  Bagamin  Baxter,  Skipton,  Yorkshire.  For  aged 
eovs,  the  Bev.  C.  Wood,  Stnjrleton  Lodge,  Kirkham,  received 
the  lint  prsainnL  Miranda  10th ;  Mr.  J.  Parrar,  of  Thorney- 
holoe,  aesTud.  For  heiiers  not  exceediag  three  years,  in  calf 
or  Biilk,  snd  for  the  beet  heifer  not  exeeedinff  two  years,  Mr. 
Bfierie^,  Mr.  Statter,  and  Mr.  Hnnt  asain  fell  together,  but 
for  Keiffff  not  exceeding  three  years  Mr.  Parrar,  of  Thomev* 
holas,  wrsited  the  first  plaoe  from  both  the  former.  Mr. 
Sistter  wss  pfawed  second  with  a  nan,  Bosatoa,  verging  on 
three  yean.  Yorkaliiie  took  the  prixe  for  the  best  heifer 
eel4  by  Beigamin  Baxter,  of  Skipton,  latdy  Hudson  Baxter 
ieeon£ 

The  judges  of  Horses  Were  Thomas  Olbbons  and  'William 
lesdsl.  **  Laughing  Stock,"  the  hunter  stallion,  was 
tvirded  the  first  prixe  and  the  silver  cup ;  havin|*  now  won 
fins  piece  of  plate  three  years  in  sneoession,  will  secure  it 
ilMlvtdy  for  hii  owners,  0.  and  J.  Moffa^  at  Kirkfinton 


Park,  Carlisle.  For  the  best  roadster  stallion  Lund  and 
Kedmsn,  of  Castle  Yard,  Preston,  got  the  silver  cup  for  a 
four-year-old,  "  Octavian."  For  the  oest  draught  stallion  the 
first  cup  was  given  to  James  Forshaw,  of  Burley-in- Wharf- 
dale,  Yorkshire,  for  "  Nonsuch,**  and  the  second  to  Abraliam 
Cooke,  of  Much  Hoole,  Preston,  for  "  Young  Ploaghboy.** 
The  best  brood  mare  for  draught  purposes  was  shown  by 
B.  C.  Richards,  of  Clifton  Lodge,  Preston.  Thomas  Fox,  of 
Avenham  Hall,  Siuffleton,  received  the  first  medal  given  for 
the  best  mare  fiir  breeding  hunters,  and  Mr.  Statter,  of 
Whitefield,  the  second.  For  the  best  brood  mare  for  harness 
purposes,  Mrs.  Porter,  of  Layton  Hall;  T.  H.  Miller,  Sinsle- 
ton  Grange  second.  Pairs  of  drauffht  horses,  Mr.  Bneriey, 
of  Middleton,  first  and  second ;  Mr.  Brierley  also  won  the 
first  and  second  prixe  in  the  next  class  for  the  best  draught 
mare  or  gelding.  Mr.  Statter  secured  the  first  place  for 
three-year-old  gelding  or  filly  for  draught  purposes,  and  J.  W. 
Holt,  Wood-road,  Bury,  second.  Three-year-old  geldings  or 
fillies  for  hunting  purposes,  B.  Twisaday,  of  Thwaite  MosSp 
Aowknd,  and  A.  Aglionby,  Esthwaite  Lodire,  Hawkshead, 
were  first  and  second.  J.  M'Neil,  Paroo  Hall  Farm,  near 
Fleetwood,  received  the  prixe  offered  for  the  best 
gelding  for  harness ;  H.  Kirkham,  Peel  Marton.  Black- 
pool, that  for  draufifht  purposes;  J.  W.  T.  Tyler,  of  Esthwaite 
Lodge,  Ilawkshead,  the  cup  for  the  best  gelding  for  huntins 
purposes,  W.  Jackson,  of  Singleton,  second;  for  two-year-old 
geldiogs  or  fillies  for  harness,  the  medals  for  first  and  second 
were  won  by  the  Jatter-named  gentleman ;  W.  Kirkhsm,  of 
Stalmine,  PouHon-le-F^lde,  the  best  yearling  colt  or  filly  for 
draught ;  and  B.  C.  Bdchards,  Clifton  Lodge,  Preston,  the  se- 
cond. In  the  same  class,  for  hunting  purposes,  W.  Boberta, 
Thomeyholme,  Burnlev,  gained  the  premium ;  and  in  that  for 
hunters,  Mrs.  Shorrock  and  Sons,  of  Wkarl^ :  £.  Jennison, 
of  Bidge  Farm,  Pilling,  modal  for  best  colt  for  draught ;  W.  S. 
Hodgson,ofThistleton,  for  hunting;  and  J.  Nickson,of  L^ftham, 
for  harness  purposes ;  roadster  mares,  J.  Scholefield,  of  Oreen- 
royd,  Bochdale,  first,  and  W.  EoberU,  of  Thomejhokne, 
Burnley,  second ;  Q.  Wightman,  of  Preston,  first  for  cob  above 
IH  ftad  not  exceeding  16  hands  j  best  aelding  for  dray  pur- 
poses, J.  Pearson,  of  St.  Michael's  HaU,  Garstang,  and  best 
ftUy  for  tlie  same  purpose,  B.  Walsh,  iun.,  of  Thornton. 
Sheep  were  not  numerous.  The  Drincipal  prises  were  taken 
by  T.  H.  Hutchinson,  of  Catterici,  Yorkshire,  who,  with  W. 
Norman,  of  Aspatria,  Cumberland,  and  Mrs.  Johnson,  of 
Frodsham,  divided  the  awards  in  the  classes  of  Leicester, 
Shropshire,  and  long-woolled  sheep.  Pigs  were  also  an  ex- 
ceedingly spare  show,  and  P.  Bden,  of  Salford,  appro- 
the  iust  piiies  in  all  the  classes. 


SALE    Ot    MR.    T.    HOBLBT'S    SHBOPSHIBE    SHEER 

AT   THE    FOSSB,    LEAMINGTON, 

On    Mo2n>AT,    JuLt    S6,    Bi    Mb.    W.    G.    PBEBCS. 


At  the  luMteoB  Mr.  JoHli  C^mmro  said :  The  trae  origin 
udpQiuUaeafQe  of  this  flock,  and  its  claiming  for  ita  prQgeni- 
toniome  of  the  highest-priced  celebrated  animals,  and  most 
ooted  Boysl  winners  referred  to  in  the  records  of  Shropshire 
ueep,  were  indisputable. 

^'  R.  H.  MiBTXir  eulogised  the  Shropshires  eihibited  at 
wrd,  sad  the  integrity  of  the  Judges,  of  whom  he  was  one. 

Mr.  EinoMf  compared  the  past  and  present  exhibition  of 
Soatb  Dswna  and  ShropchiiM  at  the  Boyal  ihowi,  and 
P«uN  cot  the  siqperiOTity  of  thfl  hitter. 

The  feUowiif  are  the  prices  realiied 

Bams^I.  Mr.  Xnij 


„---.^*.  -r.  •iiiMtt,  17  gs. ;  «.  Mr.  Hand,  16  gs. ;  8, 
Hr.  Webb,  11  01. ;  ^  Mr.  Bobba,  13  as. ;  6,  Mr.  Walker,  iO 

r^ ;  6,  Mr.  Moore,  iS  18s. ;  7,  not  sold :  8,  Mr.  John  Ford, 
J^  \  9.  Mr.  Umbers,  10  as. ;  10,  Mr.  Harris,  8  gs. ;  11,  Mr. 
C«,  19  «^;  12,  Mr.  Knight,  16  n. ;  13,  Mr.  Aston,  11  «. ; 
H,  Mr.  V  Wood,  14  gs. ;  15,  Lord  Lowe,  18  gs. ;  16,  Mr. 
Broinlikl,  8jB.  j  17,  not  lold ;  18,  Mr.  Caloott,  8  gs. ;  19,  Mr. 
l^J^  P  }  80,  Mr.  Benin,  14  ga. ,  81,  not  sold  j  82, 
lIr.0niB,egs.;88,  Mr.  £?we,7igi.i  HMr.Hand,8| 


£;  86,  Mr.  J.  Palmer,  7i  gs. ;  86,  Mr.  Webb,  £6  16s. :  87. 
.E.  Greaves,  M.P.,  10  as.:  88.  not  sold;  29,  Mr.  H.  J.Shel- 
don,  19  gs. ;  30,  Mr.  Perkins,  7  as. ;  31,  Mr.  Jordan,  7  W.  J 
38,  Mr.  Forman,  9|  gs. ;  33,  Mr.  Bromfleld,  Tgs. ;  34,  Mr. 
Birch,  8  gs.;  36,  Mr. Beading,  lOes. ;  36, Mr.  Hamer,6  gs.: 
37.  not  sold ;  88,  Mr.  Burbeiy,  £6  16s. ;  89,  Mr.  Draper,  10 
gs. ;  40,  BIr.  Harwood,  £7 17sj  41,  Mr.  Palmer,  10  «. ;  4«» 
fir.  Hud,  £7  17s. ;  48,  Mr.  Webb,  6  ga.  j  44,  kr.  l¥alker, 
£8614e.;  Mr. Hori^, sen.,  10 gs. ;  Mr. Knight,  12 ga.;  Mr. 
StaitB.  10  ts. 

£wia.--l,  Mr.  Wation»  £17 10s. ;  2,  Mr.  Watson, £18  8a.| 
3.  Mr.  Umbers,  d812  10s.;  4,  Mr.  Umbers,  £13  2s.  6d. :  6, 
Mr.  Umbers, £13  2s. 6d. ;  6,Mr.  Botteril,  £13  2s.  6d. ;  7,  Mr. 
BotterilL  £13  2s.  6d.;  8.  Mr.  BotteriU,  £13  2s.  6d. ;  9,  Mr. 
Eobins.  £115s.;  10,  Mr.  Beading,  ^11  178.  6d.:  H.  Mf. 
Umbcri  £11 6s. ;  12,  Mr.  Beading,  £11  6s.;  18,  Mr.  Webb, 
£9  7s.  6d. ;  14,  Mr.  Umbers,  £6 ;  16,  Mr.  Knight,  £14  7s. 
6d. ;  16,  nil,  Bobins,  £18  2e.  6d. ;  17.  Mr.  Knight,  £12  10s. ; 
18,  Mr.  Knight,  £13  2s.  6d. ;  19,  Mr.  Ufflbeni  £12 10s.;  20 
Mr.Knight»4182a.6d. 
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tHE  f^ABMBE'S  MAQAZINI. 


THE    ROMFOBD    SEWAGE    FARM. 


Hie  Maplin  Sands  scheme  for  utilising  the  sewage  of 
London  has  come  to  grief.  The  promoters  ha^e  ttJM  to 
carry  out  the  project,  and  the  Board  of  Works  has  de- 
clared the  £26,000,  lodged  as  security,  to  be  forfeited. 
And  so  on  Tnesidaj  last  the  well-kaowa  Mr.  Hope  got  up 
a  party  to  inroect  another  sewage  farm  which  he  has  re- 
cently established  near  Romford.  The  visit  was  arranged 
with  more  particular  reference  to  the  Metropolitan  Board 
of  Works,  and  consequently  the  unexpected  death  of  the 
Chairman,  Sir  John  Thwaites,  on  the  day  prerious,  threw 
something  like  a  shadow  OTcr  the  proceedings.  Otherwise 
the  occasion  was  just  such  a  gala  day  as  people  feel  ready  to 
treat  themsdves  to  at  the  fag  end  ot  the  seasou.  There  was 
a  team  of  greys,  backed  hj  two  or  three  more  pairs,  awaiting 
the  arrim  of  the  mid-day  train  from  town.  There  was 
an  eigoyable  drive  of  some  three  miles  or  so  to  Britton's, 
a  walk  over  the  farm,  and  a  champagne  luncheon  laid 
out  in  a  quaint  old  barn,  duly  decked  with  bright 
glass,  fresh  flowers,  and  national  banners.  Then  every 
patch  of  crop  was  headed  with  a  card  showing  when  it 
was  sown,  how  it  had  been  gathered,  and  what  it  was 
worth.  And  from  such  particulars  tiie  critics  were  left 
very  much  to  draw  their  own  conclusions,  for  nothing 
could  be  less  obtrusive  than  Mr.  Hope's  manner  or  more 
in  good  taste  than  the  way  in  which  he  left  the  experiment 
to  tell  so  &r  its  own  story. 

And  the  company,  if  more  congenial  than  cap- 
tious, was  certainly  well  qualified  to  pass  an  opinion 
on  that  they  saw.  There  was  Mr.  Chadwicke, 
"the  father  of  modem  sanitary  science;"  there 
was  Mr.  Bawlinson,  who  "sat  for  eight  years 
on  a  Royal  Commission ;"  and  Mr.  Bailey  Denton,  "  one 
of  the  most  eminent  of  agricultural  engineers ;"  and  Col. 
Hogg  and  Mr.  Adams,  of  the  Metropolitan  Board,  with 
Mr.  Grant,  the  second  engineer  of  the  works ;  whUe  the 
local  division  of  Essex  agriculturists  was  headed  by  Sir 
Thomas  Barrett  Lennard,  who  is  quite  willing  to  aid  any 
progressive  movement  in  his  own  neighbourhood. 

A  report  of  the  day's  doings  will  be  found  in  the  fol- 
lowing page,  to  which  it  may  be  as  well  to  add  a  few 
particulars  here.  The  farm  at  Britton's,  with  an  old 
but  unoccupied  manor  house  upon  it,  is  about  two-and- 
a-half  miles  from  Romford;  it  consists  of  some  110 
acres  of  poor  land,  that  would  look  to  be  worth,  as  times 
go,  perhaps  80s.,  or  say  £2  an  acre.  Of  this,  the  neces- 
sary arranffements  having  been  made  with  the  local 
Board  of  Health,  Mr«  Hope  entered  on  possession  at 
Michaelmas  kst  under  a  seven  years'  lease,  by  which  he 
agrees  to  pay  a  rental  of  no  less  than  £900  a-year ;  that 
may  be  put  as  £800  for  the  land  and  £600  for  the 
sewage,  which,  with  the  cost  of  carriage,  would  raise  the 
gross  rental  to  close  upon  £10  an  acre.  We  can  thus  far 
go  thoroughly  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Romford  Board 
in  congratulating  the  rate- payers  on  "  the  excellent  tenant 
they  had  fonnd,*^  although  we  can  scarcely  see,  with  such 
figures  before  us,  how  "  they  ffive  him  aU  the  manure  he 
requires."  The  facts,  neverthdess,  are  sufficiently  strong 
and  suggestive.  Mr.  Hope  is  by  this  time  a  man  of  con- 
siderable experience,  or,  as  the  phrase  miis,!onewho  "should 
know  something  of  what  he  is  about."  Looking,  then, 
to  the  sewage  of  Romford  with  an  hungry  eye,  he  seems 
to  have  detfarmined  to  take  it  on  almost  any  terms  and 
almost  any  where ;  for  we  believe  he  tried  for  one  or  two 
other  fiurms  before  he  ftced  so  uninviting  a  prospect  as 
that  offiered  him  at  Britton's.    Anything  less  like  a  show 


place  it  would  be  scarcely  possible  to  imagine ;  but  tk 
new  tenant  lost  no  time  in  turning  it  to  account,  and  pro- 
bably nobody  ever  did  so  much  in  so  short  a  period.  The 
growth  not  only  of  crops  but  of  weeds  is  something  pro- 
digious ;  for  sewage  on  a  soil,  necessarily  not  very  care- 
fnUy  prepared,  would  threaten  to  produce  an  abondsoee 
of  eveiything.  The  tidy  farmer  would  conseqoentljr 
conceive  something  of  a  prqjndice  in  the  outset,  but 
he  might  look  further  into  the  business  with  some 
possible  advantage.  The  system  adopted  at  Brittoa's  is 
that  of  garden,  or  as  it  appears  just  at  present,  aperi* 
mental  framing.  As  we  have  mentioned  the  crops  m 
cultivated  in  mere  patches,  and  with  a  view  of  sopplyiog 
the  vegetable  more  steadily  than  the  grain  markets. 
There  are,  of  course,  continual  cuttings  of  ryegrus,irlii]e 
other  new  grasses  are  being  introduced  ;  tnere  are  pess 
selling  clear,  with  the  straw  left;,  at  £15  per  aae,  bat 
then,  as  one  of  the  home-bred  fiumers  had  it, "  nobody  die 
about  here  has  got  any  peas."  Carrots  make  £41  per 
acre,  or  £20  per  acre  profit ;  cabba^  of  all  kinds 
fiourishes  exceedingly,  some  sorts  reaching  to  a  manrd- 
lous  size ;  beet-root  is  estimated  at  £80  per  acre,  sad 
oats  and  barley  sown  a  fortnight  since  will  be  ready  to 
cut  in  October. 

And  so  the  rent  of  land  rises  from  £2  to  £10  per  acre, 
manure  indnded  be  it  remembered ;  while  the  farmer  in 
return  will  get  more  crops  and  bigger  yields  than  ever. 
Nevertheless  the  Maplin  Sands  Company  fails;  and 
"  Earmer  So-and-so,  near  a  town,"  as  Mr.  Meehi  pots  it, 
"  declines  to  have  the  nasty  stuff  on  his  land,  and  so  bis 
obstructed  its  use."  But  these  Professors  sll  speak 
the    same    strain.      Mr.   Rawlinson    "hadbeea 


met  with  furious  opposition,  bigotry,  and  prqjn- 
dice," — "the  result  of  such  men  failiiig  to  see  in 
the  system  what  he  had  seen,"  and  so  forth.  Mr. 
Johnstone,  M.P.,  found  "we  had  been  wasting  be 
did  not  know  how  many  hundreds  of  years  something  we 
ought  to  have  made  a  profit  of;"  and  Mr.  Chadwicke 
"  knew  it  was  a  long  time  ago  when  he  predicted  tbst 
that  waste  manure,  which  in  towns  meant  pestilence  sod 
disease,  would  in  the  agricultural  districts  mean  bigb  and 
enhanced  production  *'  This  all  no  doubt  sounda  prettily 
enough,  but  what  does  it  all  come  to  ?  Mr.  Meebisayi 
the  farmers  ''have  obstructed  the  use  of  sewage,"  bntbis 
Mr.  Mechi  ever  put  them  in  the  way  of  properly,  that  is 
profitably,  using  it?  Of  the  many  schemes  be 
has  in  turn  advocated  so  strenuously,  what 
would  the  farmer  have  been  had  he  adopted  tlttmf  Hr. 
Rawlinson  complacently  complains  of  the  prgadioB  of 
people  who  could  not  see  so  frir  as  himself,  but  then  wbst 
did  he  see  during  the  eight  years  he  sat  on  that  ftaooi 
commission  ?  Or,  is  the  problem  even  now  quite  so  as- 
tisSactorily  solved  as  he  would  have  us  bdievc  it  to  be  ? 
If  it  is,  from  all  we  remember  of  Mr.  Rawlinson  and  bis 
sayings  and  doings,  he  has  solved  it  eontinnaOj,  not 
precisely  by  these  same  means,  during  the  last  eipit 
or  eighteen  years.  Mr.  Chadwieke's  propbeey  any 
of  course  stiQ  eventually  turn  out  to  be  tnie; 
and  gentlemen,  like  Mr.  Johnstone,  who  know  the  lesst 
about  the  matter,  arc  the  first  to  dechum  of  the  wsstj 
and  the  profit,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  '*  wbicb  ougW 
to  be  understood  by  every  Englishman." 

The  world,  that  is  the  world  of  nractkal  meo,  » 
coming  to  pay  less  and  less  heed  to  all  tins  mere  tsii 
of  "nasty  stuff  and  obstructive  ftrmers"— of  "bigotry 
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and  prgadice"'-iiid  of  men  decUnuig  to  waste  their  time 
asd  money  at  the  bidding  of  some  bystander.  Mr.  Hope, 
boverer,  ooenpies  a  very  diffident  position.  As  he  hun- 
idf  says,  he  has  come  in  for  "some  rather  soTere 
eiitidam  from  hit  neighbours  in  Essex ; "  and  great  crops 
bare,  ahs^  been  too  often  before  now  bnt  the  forenmuers 
to  frilon  in  sewage  farming.  Bnt  should  lir.  Hope  snc- 
eeed,  his  efforts  and  his  example  will  do  fiar  more  to 
farther  the  canse  than  all  the  Commissions,  windy 
kaiangaes,  or  direct  attacks  on  the  farmers  to  which  the 
country  has  now  been  periodically  treated  for  so  many 
yean  past. 

On  Tneaday,  Angost  9th,  a  party,  amongst  whom  were 

Sfr.  £.  Chadwike,    C.B.,   Mr.   R.  Bawlinson,  C3.,   Mr. 

J.G.  Eaiiahawe,  J.  M.  Oiant,  C JL,  Col.  Hogg  (Member  of  the 

MdnpoUtan  Board),  Mr.  A.  Johnsloae,  M.P.,  Mr.  £.  B.  East- 

wicke,  C3.,  M.P.,  Mr.  T.  W.  Keate^  F.C.S.,  Mr.  J.  H.  Lloyd, 

SirT.B.Leuiaid,  Mr.  J.  Bsil^  Denton,  C.£.,  Mr.  B.  H. 

Adama  (Hatropolitan  Board),  Mr.  B.  Morgan,  C.E.,  Mr.  H. 

Corbet,  Mr.  B.  Gooeh,Mr.  A.  Tod,  Mr.  C.  liVeeman,  and  a 

n^onij  of  the  membera  of  the  Romford  Local  Board  of 

Health  were  invited  by  Mr.  W.  Hope  to  viait  Britton'a  Fkrm, 

Honehnrch,  which    has  been  pnrchaaed   by   the  Romford 

Local  Board  of  Health  for  the  disposal  of  their  aewue  by 

irrigfttioa,  and  let  to  the  well-known  Mr.  Hope,  of  the  LDdge 

Ikim,  Barking.    The  object  of  the  visit  was  to  inspect  the 

malt  of  the  application  of  sewage  to  the  land  and  crops. 

On  the  aniTal  of  the  company  at   the  /honse    they  at 

oBoe  proceeded   to   look   over    the   fiarm.      One   of  the 

irst  crops   to  which   attention   was    drawn  waa    a  piece 

of  Italian  ire-grass,  sown  on  the  19th  March,  since  which 

ha  crops  hare  been   cat,   averaging   7|  tons  per  acre, 

lad  aold  at  £1  per  ton.    Close  br  was  a  piece  of  lialmahov 

potatoea,  plantea  on  the  2nd  April,  which  were  prodadng  If 

evt.period«and  worth  abont  £25  per  acre.    Siome  of  these 

vera  very  ftne.       New  Rose  Kidneys  were   also    ahown, 

which  prodaeed  ten  or  twelve  at  each  root,  many  being  from 

filar  to  ftve  inches  in  length.    Some  beans  and  peas  aown  on 

the  2nd  April  piodnced— the  former  £9  and  the  latter  £15  per 

ios  without  the  aitraw.    Another  piece  of  rye-graaa,  aown 

9th  April,  will  be  ready  to  cat  for  the  foorth  time  in  a  few 

daji.   Next  came  some  Drocona  yams,  planted  on  the  6th 

Jane,  a^jsoent  to  which  were  aome  very  laige  Jeraey  cabbages. 

A  litUe  farther  on  waa  a  apecimen  natch  of  clover,  sown  on 

the  23rd  May,  which  was  very  thick  and  about  a  foot  high. 

Adjoining  were  aboat  four  acres  of  transplanted  mangold* 

vutMl,  while  another  crop  of  the  same  kind    exhibited 

•ooM  very  ftne  roots.      Close   to  these  was    a  crop    of 

{■mips,  aown  on  the  28th  April,  which  averaged  from  \\  to 

Siachea  in  duuneCer,  and  of  a  proportionate  length ;  also  afine 

crop  of  eaalillower,  plantea  on   the    19th   July.     Some 

&Be  eurots,  crimson  beetroot,  and  runner  beans,  are  also 

growiag.     In    addition   to    those   already    nanied,   there 

vere  aome   fine    pieces    of  benching  and    other  kind  of 

cabbages  which  pnnused  some  good  crops,  having  been  planted 

aboot  the  middle  of  Jane.    A  strip  of  a  newly  imported  kind 

^  graaa  called  Bromtts  odoratut  AntiraliacMt  was  sown  on  the 

4th  Jone  and  was  cat  on  the  1st  of  Ancnst;  this,  if  the  trial 

proves  anecesdU,  is  expected  in  a  neat  degree  to  anpnlant  the 

Itilian  rye  grasa,  being  a  perennial  and  lasting  mncn  longer 

^the  hitter.    After  this  comes  a  fine  crop  of  maize,  for 

ripeaiag,  aown  on  the  2nd  Jane,  averaging  from  3  lieet  to  4 

Mt  in  height,  some  heads  readiing  nearly  5  feet.    A  atrip  of 

V^erieaa  oata  stands  very  thick,  and  carries  a  great  head  ;  as 

tUantis  said  to  prodnoe  aboot  20  qrs.  per  acre.     Close 

19  is  a  crop   of  mtermediate   carrots,   about  4   acres   in 

oteat,  aown  on  the  4th  April,  a  month  later  than  usual ; 

iKwe  of  these  havs  already  been  sent  to  market  and  pro- 

ttwed  £41  per  acre,  while  thoae  atill   growing  have  been 

aad  on  the  ground  at  £21,  and  are  to  be  cleared  off  by  the 

jyhaaer  in  a  few  daya.    The  above  may  be  considered  aa  the 

I  crops,  but  there  an  many  others,  most  of  which  have 


^lsad,it  is  first  pumped  to  the  roof  of  the  engme-house 


and  then  conveyed  in  sheet  iron  tronghinff  to  about  the  centra 
of  the  farm,  where  it  brsnohea  off  in  all  directions,  there  being 
outlets  at  abort  intervala  which  can  be  opened  for  the  diacharge 
of  aewage,  or  plug[||ed  up,  or  even  aet  so  aa  to  allow  of  a 
certain  quantity  pasamg  out,  aa  required.  The  liquid  eventually 
flowa  into  channela  of  cement  or  earth,  and  thence  again  into 
■mailer  off  channela,  which  run  along  the  crown  of  toe  beds, 
the  ground  having  been  orinnally  lud  out  in  proper  slopes. 
These  amaller  chmmelB  ara  dammed  up  aa  required,  and  the 
sewage  then  overflows  the  beds.  Of  oourae  there  is  a  large 
amount  of  effluent  water  which  percolates  through  the  sou, 
and  this  is  carried  back  into  the  tank  in  a  state  of  purity  by 
meana  of  drain  pipea  laid  at  a  depth  of  6  feet  from  the  aur- 
face  and  150  feet  apart. 

The  party  having  completed  its  survey,  adjourned  to  luncheon 
at  the  invitation  of  their  boat,  after  which  aome  little  time 
waa  spent  in  apeaking  on  the  aubject  they  had  just  been 
testing. 

Mr.  JonNSTOifE  aaid,  aa  the  representative  of  manv 
of  them  in  another  sense  and  in  another  place,  he  would  ask 
them  first  to  drink  the  health  of  their  host.  Having 
spent  such  a  profitable  and  interesting  morning  as  he 
had,  he  thought  this  system  of  sewage  imgation  was  really  a 
thinff  which  ought  to  be  understood  by  all  Enfflishmen  as 
much  aa  any  qneation  of  reduction  or  aocial  economy. 
Hera  we  had  been  wasting,  for  he  did  not  know  how 
many  hundrads  of  years  over,  something  we  ought  to  have 
made  profit  of ;  and  now  that  the  country  was  tan  of  hungry 
mouths  and  bellies,  any  means  of  filling  them  ought  not  to  be 
passed  over.  This  system  of  irrigation  was  a  grand  means  of 
gettinff  rid  of  a  nuisance,  and  a  neat  source  of  natural  wealth 
as  well  (Hear,  hear).  Of  all  the  men  who  had  given  this 
thing  a  push  up,  their  host  was  the  neatest,  therefora  he 
wouUl  ask  them  to  drink  the  health  of  Mr.  Hope  (applause). 

Mr.  Hopr-,  in  thanking  Mr.  Johnstone  and  company  for  the 
toast,'briefly  alluded  to  the  gloom  which  had  been  cast  over  so 
many  of  his  friends  by  the  death  of  Sir  John  Thwaitea,  the 
chairman  of  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Worka,  which  had  oc- 
curred on  the  previous  morning.  He  had  hoped  to  have  seen 
him  present  on  this  occasion ;  he  had  hoped  to  have  had  the 
opportunity  of  showing  the  members  of  the  Metropolitan  Board 
how  easy  the  system  was ;  and  also  of  making  them  acquainted 
with  some  of  the  Esaex  landownera  and  farmers,  many  of 
whom  he  hoped  would  be  their  ftitnre  customers.  The  proceas 
wu  vcnr  aimple,  and  he  thought  there  could  not  be  any  doubt 
about  tne  result  now.  Some  of  hia  neighboura  had  rather 
aeverely  criticised  him,  and,  though  lie  had  spent  a  good  deal 
of  money,  he  thought  it  would  all  come  right  in  the  end. 
Before  breaking  up,  he  thought  he  ought  to  present 
to  them  one  gentleman  who  nad  assisted  as  much  as 
any  one  in  carrying  out  the  Main  Drainage  Works  of 
London;  he  referrra  to  Mr.  Orant,  the  second  engineer 
to  the  Board  of  Works.  His  name  perhaps  had  not  been  so 
prominently  before  the  public  as  that  of  Mr.  Bazalgette,  but 
perhaps  he  had  done  the  most  work.  All  those  who  knew  Mr. 
Grant  and  his  attainments  would  bear  him  (Mr.  Hope)  out 
that  there  was  not  an  abler  civil  engineer.  He  nve  them  the 
health  of  Mr.  Orant  and  the  success  of  the  Main  Drainage 
Works  of  London. 

Mr.  Grant,  after  thanking  the  company  for  the  honour 
passed  upon  him,  and  referring  to  the  Main  Drainage  Works 
of  London  as  the  largest  that  have  been  executed  in  any  part 
of  the  world,  said  they  had  not  yet  been  able  to  utilise  to  any 
extent  that  which  they  carried  from  the  metropolis ;  but  the 
works  had  been  so  executed  that  it  might  be  added  to  them 
whenever  the  time  for  solution  of  the  difficulty  had  been 
arrived  at.  What  they  had  seen  in  the  morning  had  helped  to 
so  in  some  degree.  Mr.  Grant  concluded  by  briefly  referring 
to  the  death  of  Sir  J.  Thwaites. 

Mr.  RAWLnrsoir,  in  proposing  the  health  of  Mr.  Edwin 
Chadwick,  the  felher  of  modem  sanitary  science  and  the  con- 
sistent promoter  of  aewage  irrigation  under  certain  disadvan- 
tages, said  they  had  alM  seen  it  a  very  great  success.  He 
was  speaking  in  the  presence  of  the  members  of  the  Romford 
Local  Board,  and  he  well  remembered  the  contest  they  had  as 
to  whether  that  land  should  be  purcliased  for  the  olgect  con- 
templated.   He  alao  remembered  aome  very  cnrioua  argumenta 


being  advanced  on  that  occasion,  and  he  would  now  appeal  to 
the  membera  of  the  Board  as  to  whether  the  opinions  ne  gave 
them  had  not  been  more  than  fulfilled  under  the  arrangement^ 
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of  Mr.  HopeP  This  was,  he  belieTfid,  the  beginnbg  of 
one  of  the  greatest  social  moyements  of  the  present  day. 
He  had  been  met  with  fiuioos  opposition,  bigotry,  and 
prejudice;  bat  he  shoold  not  like  to  say  that  the  man 
who  opposed  his  way  of  thinking  did  that  which  he  con- 
ceiyed  to  be  fiilse,  did  it  from  dishonest  motives,  bat  he  would 
be  inclined  to  believe  that  the  opposition  was  the  result  of 
sach  men  failing  to  see  in  the  svstem  what  he  had  been  able 
to  see.  Bat,  apart  from  all  this,  they  were  that  dav  met 
nnder  the  hospitable  roof  of  their  friend  Mr.  Hope ;  ana  most 
heartily  did  he  wish  him  success. 

Mr.  Chadwicks,  in  reply,  said  it  was  a  great  gratification 
to  him  to  see  that  which  was  the  pestilence  of  their  towns — 
the  waste  of  manure — by  this  farm  made  profitable.  He 
hoped  it  was  a  long  time  ago  when  he  predicted  that  that 
waste  manure  which  in  towns  meant  pestilence  and  disease, 
would  in  the  agricultural  districts  mean  high  and  enhanced 
production.  He  was  quite  sure  that  they  should  see  as 
they  had  seen  that  day  that  that  waste  which  deso- 
lates and  lowers  the  condition  of  the"  population  would 
in  the  agricultural  districts  give  the  highest  amount  of 
production  of  food  that  would  elevate  the  condition  of  the 
people.  He  believed  that  this  moyement,  of  which  they  had 
seen  so  brilliant  an  example  that  day,  would  lead  to  an  enor- 
moos  increase  of  the  productive  power  of  the  soil,  not  only  in 
this  countrr,  but  through  theexampleset  to  the  countries  abroad. 
It  reouired  great  labour,  great  skill,  great  power ;  and  he 
thought  that  the  power  had  certainly,  as  far  as  he  had  seen, 
been  dispkyed  by  their  host.  It  had  given  him  pleasure 
to  be  present  on  this  occasion ;  and  he  hoped,  for  the  sake  of 
the  example,  that  it  might  have  due  support  anddue  success. 

Mr.  HOFX  next  asked  the  company  to  drink  the  health  of 
Mr.  Rawllnson.  When  the  Government  sent  him  down  to 
examine  into  the  complaints  of  the  ill-used  people  of  Bom- 
foid  (laughter),  his  friend  Mr.  Hawes  and  the  rest  of  the 
local  board  were  saddled  with  so  many  heavy  rates  that,  if  he 
(Mr.  BawUnson)  had  not  kept  his  head  cool  and  his  jadffment 
sound,  he  would  very  likely  have  fallen  into  the  views  of  these 
people,  and  would  have  said  it  would  never  have  paid  to  pump 
the  sewage  onto  this  farm  :  therefore,  if  anything  haa  been 
sained,  it  was  much  more  due  to  Mr.  Aawlinson  than  to  him 
(laughter}.  In  his  official  position  he  was  called  upon  to  for- 
Bish  opinions,  and  he  did  so  with  an  unerring  decision,  which 
was  remarkable. 

Mr.  Rawlinson,  in  responding,  said  he  could  not  take 
eredit  for  what  Mr.  Hope  tried  to  put  upon  him,  but  he  would 
take  credit  for  having  striven  to  understand  the  question.  In 
the  first  pUoB  he  would  not  say  that  he  did  understand  it,  but 
that  he  had  striven  to  come  to  an  understanding.  As  far  as  he 
had  studied  the  question,  as  to  whether  sewage  ought  to  be 
treated  as  the  waste  product  it  had  been  treated  or  whether  it 
ought  to  be  treated  as  they  had  seen  it  treated  that  day, 
he  nad  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  proper  place  for  sewage 
was  the  land.  He  had  been  a  member  of  several  roval  com- 
missions, and  sat  upon  one  for  eight  years  which  had  oeen  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  best  means  for  utilising  town 
sewage.  On  that  commission  the  Lords,  Commons,  chemistry, 
medicine,  and  engineering  were  efficiently  represented,  the 
latter  branch  by  Mr.  Austin  and  himself.  During  the  eight 
years  they  examined  all  the  places  in  Qreat  Britain  where 
sewage  had  been  or  was  attempting  to  be  utilised.  They  re- 
ported and  drew  up  conclusions,  in  whieh  they  said  town  sewage 
oould  be  utilised ;  circumstances  might  so  intervene  as  to  pre- 
vent its  being  utilised  for  the  profit  of  the  town,  that  was 


direct  monqr  profit,  but  it  should  always  b«  utilised  beemie  of 
the  very  great  profit  to  the  community  at  large.  Bomford 
was  so  situated  (hat  they  were  able  to  get  rid  of  their  seings 
without  its  being  any  burden  to  the  eommnnity ;  and  tome 
of  them  would  no  doubt  remember  at  the  inquiry  he  bdd  he 
told  them  that  if  proper  means  were  taken  to  ntihse  sengs  oa 
tlie  land,  instead  of  being  a  burden  as  man^  of  them  fesnd,  it 
would  relieve  their  rates,  get  rid  of  litigation,  and  pat  tkem 
in  a  position  of  comparative  comfort.  He  hsd  sittisc 
at  his  ri^ht  hand  one  of  the  most  eminent  agricaltnru 
engineers  m  England,  and  this  movement,  he  was  very  happy 
to  say,  was  supported  by  him.  From  what  they  had  seen  tut 
day  he  did  not  see  any  need  fear  the  result,  but  he  si&osrely 
hoped  that  Englishmen  would  learn  a  lesson  and  plain  common 
sense,  and  that  they  would  do  their  best,  ahoolder  to  shoulder, 
not  to  bolster  up  a  deiasion,  not  to  try  any  triekly  dodge,  bat 
to  take  that  which  poisoned  their  towns,  contaminated  tbor 
rivers,  which  produced  nnisaneea  and  disease  and  disoomfert, 
and  do  with  it  what  they  were  doing  at  Bomford,  whieh  vu 
an  example  that  a"  "  "    ' 

would  soon  see 


an  example  that  all  England  ought  to  see.  He  hopsd  they 
would  soon  see  sewage  generiOly  apphed  to  land,  sad  hsvi 
that  done  which  brougnt  produce  and  food  to  the  multitadaof 


our  country.    He  then  gave  the  health  of  Mr.  Bailey  Deotos. 

Mr.  Dbmton  happened  to  be  a  colleague  of  Mr.  Hope  vpoe  i 
committee  which  necessitated  his  presence  on  this  nrm  ooes* 
sionally :  the  first  of  those  visits  was  several  months  sgo.ssd 
he  woud  deelare  as  a  man  of  oonsiderable  experienee  in  auricsl- 
tnral  matters,  that  he  never  before  had  seen  a  more  forbiddiBg 
instance  or  a  more  forbidding  task  Jor  any  man  to  nndotske 
than  that  which  Mr.  Hope  had  on  this  farm  set  himself,  flov, 
he  came  here  to-dav,  after  two  previous  visits,  when  he  fctt 
much  on  aooount  of  his  friend,  as  ne  had  the  most  gaUant  spirit, 
would  be  beaten— not  vanquished  immediately — ^but  he  thooght 
he  would  not  do  what  he  saw  to-day  had  been  aeeompbahed. 
He  feared  the  weeds  would  over-grow  him,  and  that  moTDotir 
the  arrangements  for  the  delivenr  of  the  sewage  were  not  ai 
perfect  as  they  ought  to  be ;  he  felt  that  his  friend  weald  be 
enoumbered  with  difficulties  whieh  he  oould  not  ratiousUy  over* 
come,  but  he  was  bound  to  tell  them  now  that  he  never  waUed 
over  a  farm  on  which  there  were  more  certain  iastanosi  isd 
proofs  of  success.  He  saw  that  expanding  growth  which 
told  him  that  sewage  properly  applied  would  do  all  that  th^ 
expected,  and  to-da^s  experience  was  moat  certain  of  its  laoeeM. 

Mr.  Hops  thought  it  would  be  ungrateful  if  they  broke  ^ 
without  drinking  one  more  toast.  He  begged  to  propoM 
the  **  Health  of  the  producers  of  the  Bomford  sewage,  conpM 
with  the  name  of  Mr.  T.  Hawes  as  chairman  of  the  Bomfon 
Local  Board  of  Health"  (cheers). 

Mr.  Hawsb,  in  thanking  the  ehaiman  and  the  coDpsiy 
for  the  toast,  said,  perhaps  ne  was  an  old  man  in  years,  bit 
he  was  a  young  man  in  sewage,  and  he  quite  agreed  wHs 
ICr.  Denton,  that  its  value  and  benefit  was  inoalenlabje.  Bt 
maintained  that  sewage  utilization  waa  sUU  in  its  iofas^ 
He  certainly  had  to  oongratdate  the  members  of  the  Bom 
and  the  ratepayers  of  the  town  of  Bomford  in  having  ob- 
tained such  an  exoellent  tenant  as  they  had.  Hs  fclt 
that  had  thqr  searched  England  through  thqr  would  not  tore 
found  a  more  effident  man  than  Mr.  Hope  to  eanv  the  nni 
on.  He  must  also  say  one  word  upon  the  Board ;  nethoutrt 
their  tenant  would  say  they  were  the  beet  landlords  ia  fisg^ 
Und.  They  not  only  let  him  the  bud  Cairly,  bat  thi^  gvn 
him  all  the  manure  he  required ;  that  waa  moie  than  sfsr  be 
knew  any  one  else  to  do. 

The  company  then  broke  up* 


A    SHEBP    BBEEDEB'S    STOBT. 


A  great  deal  of  information  is  often  conveyed  in  the  records 
of  improvements  effected  in  the  plants  and  animals  that 
minister  immediately  to  the  service  of  man,  even  to  those  who 
are  not  directly  concerned  in  tiie  ezperimente  detailed.  A 
fkrmer  will  pick  out  from  the  deecription  of  some  change  that 
haa  been  brou^^t  about  in  a  va^ty  of  wheat  suited  to  special 
flircnmstancee,  a  principle  that  will  assist  in  breeding  sheep, 
and  the  horticuUorist  vrill  ranlv  peruse  the  manner  in  whion 
the  plastio  elements  of  animal  life  are  moulded  to  the  will  of 


the  br«eder  of  hoTMM,  cattle,  aheep  ctt  pigi,  witiuratpemivflf 
an  analogy  that  may  be  applied  with  •^▼ttt^w^lf!; 
sphere.  Under  this  impression,  therefore,  of  the  b»»n  " 
be  derived  firom  it,  even  by  those  wao  are  notnaaediW 
concerned  in  the  fiuti  as  breeders,  we  now  intend  tossffw 
the  etory  of  the  Improved  Kentucky  Sheep,  as  ^  P^" 
fnm  oertain  agricultural  reports  of  the  Amoioaa  Go*»- 
iMDt.  The  atofiy  of  Hw  Ifflvroved  LetoMter  ShM  hai  »■ 
told  over  and  over  again  in  England,  and  the  prodigioot  u- 
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mm  ia  tiie  weight  of  mntfam  pTodtieed  in  Eofflsnd  sinee 
Bakevdl  bmi  hit  experiments,  ihows  with  wnat  result. 
The  story  of  tne  Kentnerr  sheep  is  now  heing  impraned  npon 
the  Ameriesn  agrienltonl  mind,  and  is  lealmg  to  similar  re- 
nlti.  We  faaTe  also  onr  hreeding  tradition,  of  which  the 
Cmden  Merino  stands  first. 

The  nstiTe  sheep  of  Kentucky  are  hardy  and  nroEffc ;  hut 
Bke  ill  natiTC  kinds  they  are  small,  fatten  slowly,  and  yield 
little  irooL  Thouj^h  the  general  diffusion  of  them  proves  their 
adaptation  to  the  drcnmstances  in  which  they  are  placed,  yet 
it  is  well  known  that  the  tendency  which  all  animals  have  to 
idurt  themseiTes  to  climate  and  sahsistenoe  may  he  materially 
modified  sad  eontroUed  hy  judicious  crossing,  and  that  the  im- 
provement made  by  these  crosses  becomes  permanent,  and 
thereby  stamps  distinct  varieties  of  the  same  dass  of  animals. 
Chieflr  by  these  influences  (crosses,  climate  and  food)  the 
British  tarieties  of  sheep  have  been  produced ;  and  their  dis< 
tinetiTe  features,  in  congenial  localities,  are  as  indelible  as 
those  of  the  stocks  from  which  they  were  produced.  In  the 
sMse  manner,  no  doubt,  still  other  Tarieties  mav  be  produced ; 
nor  does  there  appear  to  be  any  inBuperable  difficulty  in 
blesdinj^,  in  the  same  animal,  any  number  of  valuable  quali- 
ties wbch  are  not  actually  antagonistic  to  each  other.  We 
hsfe  been  supi^lied  with  eertain  materials  to  be  combined  at 
oor  plessnre  within  certain  limits.  The  work  might  have  been 
dofie  for  us ;  but  we  have  been  left  to  do  it  for  ourselves,  as 
the  occasion  required,  and  the  desired  devdopement  of  human 
skill  sad  chancer  in  the  operation  has  followed. 

Owbg  to  the  tendency  of  all  improved  breeds  of  domestic 
ssinals  to  relapse  to  their  original  status,  when  they  are  neg- 
lected or  abused,  they  must  be  kept  up.  Judicious  crossing 
lad  selection  which  u  required  to  bring  a  variety  to  any  given 
itste  of  perfection,  must  of  course  be  maintained.  Mr. 
Bobert  W.  Soott,  to  whose  skill  the  <*  Improved  Kentucky 
Sheep"  is  due,  seeing  nothing  in  the  existing  sheep  of  the 
district  to  suit  his  requirements  as  a  grazier,  determined  upon 
beginning  to  graft  npon  the  orig[inal  stock  something  tiiat 
would  ia  time  come  nearer  to  ms  standard.  None  of  the 
British  breeds  would  snit  his  purpose— the  Cotswold  being  too 
delicate  when  young  to  bear  .exposure  to  the  wet  season ;  the 
Sotth  Dovn  having  too  short  a  fleece,  and  the  Merino  being  too 
NBsIl.  Acting  on  these  impreesions  the  improver  informs  us 
thathe^huperseveringly  endeavoured  for  over  thirty  years 
to  combine  in  the  same  animal  the  hardness  and  prolific 
QSilitr  of  the  native  sheep,  the  sixe  and  weight  of  fleece  of 
the  Cotswold,  and  the  symmetry  of  form  and  delicacy  of 
nstton  of  the  South  Down ;  and  also  to  combine  in  the  same 
itttccs  the  weight  and  lensth  of  the  Cotswold,  with  the  thick- 
Mss  and  aoftnees  of  the  Merino.** 

Mr.  S60tt*s  modui  operandi  wu  as  follows :  In  the  beginninff 
shoot  thirty  ewes  were  selected  from  a  flock  of  unimprovea 
satiTe  sheep.  Amongst  these  was  turned  a  verr  large  and 
Use  Suony  or  Merino  ram,  the  object  bein^  in  the  offspring 
to  incresse  the  thickness  of  the  wool  and  to  impart  fineness  to 
the  fibre.  This  step  was  thought  advisable  before  uniting  the 
eosne  fleeces  of  the  native  sneep  with  the  coarse  and  still 
nore  open  fleeees  of  the  large  imported  varieties,  and  the 
effect  was  satis&etory.  The  ewe  lambs  of  this  eross  were 
pst,  on  the  flrst  of  October,  after  they  were  one  year  old,  to 
sa  imported  Bakewell  ram,  of  large,  full,  round  carcase,  and  a 
hesTy  fleece  of  long  wool.  The  ewe  lambs  of  this  latter  cross 
vere  slso,in  due  time,  put  to  an  imported  Southdown  ram,  of 
large  size  and  high  standing,  the  object  now  being  to  innise 
iato  the  progeny  that  active,  sprightly  and  thrifty  disposition, 
sad  highiy-lbvonred  and  beautifuDv  marbled  mutton  for  which 
the  Soiithdowns  are  so  justly  celebrated.  This  olject  was 
^  sueoessiUly  obtainrd.  The  wethers  of  this  crop  were  the 
dcHght  of  the  epicure,  while  the  value  of  the  fleece  was 
not  diminished ;  as  much  being  gained  by  increasing  the 
vmha  of  flbres  tothe  square  inch  as  was  lost  in  the  length 
of  them. 

A  very  doubtful  ezpeximent  was  next  tried,  but  the  operator 
qK>hi  weQ  of  the  resiilt.  A  ram,  three-fourths  Cotswold  and 
QM-fbnith  Southdown— a  large,  hardy,  active  sheep,  with  a 
thick  and  heavy  fleece,  was  put  to  this  progenv.  The  two 
Bcit  crosses  were  made  hy  pure-blood  Cotswolos ;  and  the 
^^  ^  s  "  flne  full-blood  Oxfordshire  ram  (a  Down)  of  re- 
■ttrhable  sefinen  and  silkiness  of  fleece."  They  were  all 
{umsls  with  short  neeks^  round  barrels,  broad  backs,  and  full 
<*^iws.   They  seem  to  have  added  to  the  flock  still  more 


wdght  of  carcase  and  fleece :  while  the  texture  of  the  latter 
and  the  delicate  flavour  of  tne  former  were  not  perceptibly 
impaired,  and,  therefore,  in  the  next  fidl  the  flock  was  divided 
between  two  full-blood  Cotswolds. 

This  sounds  like  the  pranks  of  an  American  tapster,  in  the 
concoction  of  one  of  the  slang  drinks  of  that  country.  The 
effect,  however,  is  well  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Scott,  who  says,  "  My 
success  in  the  Improved  Kentucky  sheep  has  been  great,  and 
the  sale  and  diffusion  of  them  wide.**  It  must  have  been 
amusing  to  have  glanced  at  the  flock  at  this  stage,  witii  a 
view  to  detect  the  traces  of  these  crosses.  We  are  in- 
formed that  they  were  all  perceptible  (blended,  but  still 
manifest)  in  the  character  and  habits,  as  well  as  in  the 
carcase  and  in  the  fleece ;  but  in  some  a  particular  cross 
predominated,  which  was  naturally  to  be  expected, 
on  account  of  the  recentness  of  the  improvement.  That  the 
blending  might  be  more  entire,  a  cross  wiih  foreign  sirse 
was  avoided  the  year  following  (1854),  but  sires  were  selected 
from  the  "  Improved"  flock.  "In  the  fall  of  the  year  1866,** 
mji  Mr.  Scott,  "  in  order  io  carry  out  ihe  same  detipn,  I  tried 
chiefly  to  a  mixed  ram,  whose  pMigree  showed  Cotswold,  Ox- 
fordshire, Teeswater,  and  South  Down  blood."  The  italics 
here  are  our  own,  for  it  seems  improbable  that  the  object  iJ- 
luded  to  would  be  obtained  by  such  means ;  still  the  breeder 
was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  result.  Something  further  was 
done  in  1866.  A  fine  large  Cotswold  ram  was  used,  and  year 
following  selected  ewes  put  to  him  and  a  ram  of  mixed  blood. 
This  gave  a  more  complete  uniformity  to  the  proKeny — ^ttie 
ewes  crossed  with  the  Cotswold  evincing  a  preponderance  of 
South  Down  and  Merino,  those  put  to  the  mixed-blood  ram 
exhibiting  a  preponderance  of  Cotswold  qualities.  The  rams 
used  in  1858  and  1859  were  from  his  own  flock,  with  a  view 
of  fixing  the  qualities  gained,  and  more  entirely  blending  the 
blood.  "  By  this  time,"  says  Mr.  Scott, "  these  sheep  were  as 
essentially  alike  and  uniform,  and  maintained  their  identity 
and  imparted  their  qualities  as  surely  as  sheep  of  any  other 
breed." 

Since  1860,  well  selected  rams  of  his  own  breediuff,  together 
with  those  of  Leicester  and  Cotswdd  blood,  hsTo  been  used 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  impart  some  valuable  qualities  either 
to  the  fieece  or  to  the  carcase,  or  to  the  constitution  of  the 
progeny ;  '*  pure  Cotswolds,  superior  in  form,  size,  and  fleece, 
being  raised  in  1865  and  1866.^' 

Now  let  us  touch  slightlv  on  the  economic  results  of  this 
preparatory  blending.  One  object  was  to  ^t  an  animal  which 
should  be  adapted  to  the  climate  and  subsistence  of  the  West 
and  South.  Was  this  done  P  In  a  new  country  the  housing 
of  sheep  is  generally  too  expensive  a  process  to  be  practised. 
Therefore  a  class  of  sheep  is  wanted  tnat  will  live  in  the  open 
air,  and  cnll  their  subsistenee  under  ordinary  eonditioni. 
Sheep  may  be  so  adapted  to  a  had  climate  or  to  b  poor  soil,  as 
to  get  the  greatest  amount  of  good  ont  of  it.  Where  some 
would  starve  they  thrive.  Thus  the  sheep  required  was  one 
tbat  would  face  the  bleakest  winters  and  the  hottest  and  dryest 
summers  without  any  protection,  except  that  which  nature 
had  given  them.  The  Improved  Kentucky  apparently  have 
fulfilled  these  conditions.  If  it  be  allowable  to  twist 
the  meaning  of  an  old  proverb,  we  would  say  ''Bke 
good  wine  they  need  no  bush."  They  Mar  the 
climate  unaffected  by  disease.  They  are  free  from  cough, 
snuSe,  foot-rot.  In  springs  and  summers  of  excessive  rain  , 
clothed  to  the  knees  and  to  the  ears  by  a  thiek,  long,  and  im- 
penetrable fleece,  they  bid  defiance  to  the  wind,  rain,  and 
snow,  and  seem  at  all  times  to  be  comfortable  and  sprightly. 
In  summer  they  are  changed  from  pasture  to  pasture,  and  they 
devour  almost  every  neen  weed.  In  winter  short  grass  is  au 
that  they  require,  and  if  that  cannot  be  afforded  Diem  they 
will  take  the  com  fodder  or  straw  with  the  cattle,  and  thritt 
well  upon  it,  though  at  lambing  time,  like  other  sheep,  they 
require  a  more  succulent  diet.  They  get  on  without  grain  or 
hay. 

Then  as  to  their  thrifty  and  prolific  character,  a  good  deal 
is  to  be  said.  The  practice  of  course  ii  to  breed  only  from 
the  most  healthy,  symmetrical,  and  weU-wooUed  ewes;  the 
rest  are  fed  as  usual,  and  fatten  with  ipreat  rapidity.  No  ram 
is  ever  used  which  has  the  slightest  taint  of  disease.  By  such 
care  in  the  selection  of  parents,  and  by  the  frequent  crossing 
of  animals  not  even  remotely  rdated,  and  also  by  crossing  with 
rams  of  different  breeds  (wmch  is  a^inst  the  received  opinions 
of  the  migority  of  breeding  authorities)  without  making  noted 
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crones  f  which  is  a  saving  dause),  *'  a  deme  of  health  and 
fiEOttr  nas  beea  infuseii  into  this  breed  which,"  we  are 
told,  *'is  not  sorpassed  in  any  other."  The  native  ewes, 
under  favoorable  drenmstances,  very  freqoently  produce 
twins,  and  rear  them  well.  The  improved  sheep  are  qaite  as 
prolille.  Mr.  Scott  says:  **  I  have  often,  when  the  flock  was 
smaller  than  at  present,  ndsed  one-third  more  lambs  than  there 
were  ewes,  and  aave  rarely  failed  to  raise  as  many  lambs  as 
ewes  even  nnder  nnfavonrable  drenmstances.  As  thrifty  and 
wool-prodocing  sheepthey  are  preferred  to  the  Cotswold  in 
Kentucky  and  in  the  West.  Yearling  rams  will  weigh  1741bs., 
nine  months  old  lambs  lOtibs.,  two-year-old  rams  224tlbs-, 
same  age  ewes  ISOlbs.,  fed  on  grass  only.  Then  as  to  the 
wdght  and  character  of  fleece  the  evidence  is  oondnsive  on 
the  point  of  "  improvement."  The  fleeces  of  these  sheep  vary 
from  dght  to  flneen  pounds — ^the  whole  flock  of  over  one 
hundrea  breeding  ewes  having  averaged  over  eight  pounds  of 
merchantable  wool,  free  from  burrs,  tags,  &c. ;  and  though  not 
washed  on  the  sheep's  back,  still  dean  enough  for  domestic 
manufacture.  Though  the  fleeces  of  these  sheep  are  not  per- 
fectly uniform  as  to  length,  thickness,  and  fineness  of  fibre, 
still  there  is  a  |^eneral  uniformity,  and  the  diversity  is  said  to 
be  of  no  practical  disadvantage.  Their  wool  is  longer  than 
that  of  anv  sheep,  except  tliat  of  the  Cotswold  family,  and  is 
eaual  in  length  to  Uiat  of  many  individuals  of  that  family, 
wnile  it  greatly  excels  the  wool  of  the  Cotswold  in  fineness 
and  softness  of  fibre,  and  in  the  number  of  fibres  to 
the   square   inch.      In    some   individuals  it  is   wavy   or 


curly,  but  is  never  berth  or  wiry.  Exeept  the  face  sad 
the  legs  below  the  knees,  the  whole  body  is  covered  witii  a 
dose  and  compact  fleece,  which,  when  full  grown,  kavci  so 
open  line  on  the  baokf  as  with  the  Cotswold ;  but  gives  a  per* 
feet  protection  to  the  sheep,  and  causes  them  to  present  s 
smooth,  handsome,  and  portly  appearance.  The  wool  is  Isi- 
trous,  and  dyes,  cards,  and  spins  well,  and  is  much  approved 
by  manufacturers.  The  testimony  as  to  the  merits  ana  value 
of  these  sheep  appears  to  be  very  strong.  We  do  not  see  any 
quotation  of  the  value  of  the  wool,  but  a  manufactuer  u 
reported  to  make  the  following  statement :  "  When  we  take 
into  consideration  the  fineness  of  the  texture,  the  length  aod 
evenness  of  the  staple,  the  weight  of  the  fleece,  its  cbsmesa 
of  gum,  we  can  say. that  we  prefer  the  wool  purdiased  of  jroa 
to  any  other  we  use ;  and  in  consequence  have  for  yean  re- 
commended our  customers  to  sapply  themsdves  vnth  joor 
sheep."  A  gentleman  who  used  the  sheep  for  yean  said  of 
them :  "  I  am  not  able  to  supply  the  demand  for  ram  lamla, 
6/.  per  head  ;  I  reared  from  one  of  the  ewes  two  Iambs,  whick 
wdghed,  at  five  months  old,  105  and  111  lb8.jRoes,  anddippd 
6^  and  6  lbs.  of  wool  j  they  brought  me  1 W.  The  notber, 
when  I  sold  the  lambs,  wdghed  175  lbs.  Another  Umh  at 
six  months  old  weighed  122  lbs.,  clipped  6  lbs.,  and  bronflit 
5/."  These  and  other  facts  of  the  same  kind,  go  to  prove  tLt 
Mr.  Scott,  by  jndidous  selection  and  cross  hrndin^,  has  pro- 
duced a  rnlly  vduable  variety.  And  there  is  no  slight  advan- 
tage in  seeing  how  the  success  has  been  achieved.— Vbirnitf'^ 
fke  New  Sou/k  Walu  Jgrienltural  Society, 


A     CHAPTER    ON     SACKS. 


BY     AN     OLD     FLOU&rACtOB. 


It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  the  word  **  sack,"  so  far  at  least 
as  the  sound  is  concerned,  is  the  same,  or  nearly  so,  in  the 
language  of  every  civilixeil  country  in  the  world,  and,  in  fact, 
wherever  the  article  itsdf  is  used.  We  are  not  learned  enough 
ourselves  to  account  for  tiiis,  but  we  are  assured  by  phihifo- 
gists  that  it  originated  so  long  back  as  the  time  of  the  builoing 
of  the  Tower  of  Babd,  where  there  was  so  much  oonfuuon 
and  outcry  every  night  amongst  the  workmen  for  sacks  to  put 
their  tools  in  that  the  word  was  never  forgotten,  but  has  been 
handed  down  from  generation  to  senerativn.  Be  this  account 
true  or  false,  certain  it  is  that  sadcs  have  been  the  cause  of 
great  uproar  and  contention  wherever  they  have  been  com- 
merddljbemployed. 

Our  attention  has  been  drawn  to  this  subject  by  the  circum- 
stance that  the  com  and  flourfactors  and  the  railway  authorities 
in  France  are  at  the  present  time  in  the  throes  of  an  agitation 
respecting  sacks,  similar  to  what  occurred  in  London  some  five- 
and-forty  years  ago,  of  which  we  shall  speak  at  large  presently. 
It  appears  that  since  the  adoption  of  free  trade  in  franoe,  in 
imitation  of  England,  the  grain  and  flour  trade  in  the  former 
country  has  assumed  so  much  importance  that  the  number  of 
sacks  required  for  the  transmission  of  those  articles,  whether 
by  rail  or  water,  is  enormously  increased.  These  are  supplied, 
on  hire,  by  the  railway  directors,  who  obtain  them  from  the 
makers.  A  guarantee  is  required  by  the  borrowers  for  the 
safe  return  in  good  condition  of  the  whole  number  obtained ; 
but,  notwithstanding  this,  a  great  many  are  still  lost  in  one 
way  or  the  other,  and  the  difficulty  is  to  know  on  whom  to  fix 
the  loss.  This  is  specially  the  case  in  the  foreign  trade  to  so 
ffrsat  an  extent  that  the  parties  interested  are  puuled  to  know 
now  to  remedy  the  evu.  In  this  emergency  the  prindpal 
sack  manufiaeturing  firm  in  Paris— Messrs.  Pemet  and  Chhne — 
who  are  the  largest  lenders  of  sacks  and  whose  establishment 
is  near  the  Paris  com  market,  has  proposed  the  formation  ot  a 
company,  or  an  association  for  carrying  on  the  generd  manu- 
facture of  sacks  and  all  other  fabrics  made  from  hemp,  flax, 
jnte,  &c.,  such  as  sacks.  tent%  tarpaulins,  &c.,  and  for  the  letting 
of  sacks  on  hire  to  miilers,  com  and  flour  factors,  and  others 
requiring  them.  The  importance  of  this  institution  in  France 
may  be  seen  when  we  state  that  the  weight  of  the  materials 
employed  in  the  manufacture  of  sacks  alone  amounted  to  one 
hundred  millions  of  kilogrammes,  or  98,214  tons,  chiefly  flax 


liemp,  and  jute.    The  sacks  from  these  are  nearly  all  employd 
for  the  oonv^anoe  of  grain,  flour,  and  all  kinds  of  acriedtoni 
produce,  besides  large  quantities  of  goano.  phcepnatfs,  ad 
other  artifidd  and  chemicd  manures,  which  are  ooutaatl; 
beug  sent  by  railway  and  water.    Laige  numbers  of  theie  an 
annually  lost  or  serioady  damaged  in  tne  trandt  from  place  to 
pUoe,  and  the  directon  have  great  difliculty  in  recoverio;  the 
vdue ;  for,  dthough  the  borrowers  engage  to  return  then  ak 
and  sound,  the  loss  cannot  in  some  cases  be  asdgned  to  Uw 
right  party.    By  the  establishment  of  the  association,  then^ 
fore,  they  will  be  better  able  to  protect  the  sacks  let  oat  oo 
hire  from  depredation  than  by  a  private  individud  or  companr. 
We  have  referred  above  to  the  loss  of  sacks  in  the  Loodoa 
trade,  both  com  and  fiour,  and  its  history  is  so  remarkable  ai  to 
form  Quite  a  romance  in  commerce.    We  most,  however,  go 
back  fifty  vears  to  obtain  a  correct  notion  of  the  matter.   At 
that  period,  before  steam  flour-mills  were  invented,  a  lai]^  por- 
tion of  the  flour  consumed  in  the  metropolis  was  made  in  the 
country,  especially  in  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  linoolnshiK,  andotbcf 
counties  nearest  to  the  place  of  consumption.    These  millen 
had,  we  may  say,  no  control  over  thdr  sacks  with  floor  nU 
in  London.    As  soon  as  they  were  emptied  they  became  a  kid 
of  public  property,  and  were  appropriated  by  say  ooe  'vto 
chose,  or  were  able  to  lay  hold  of  them.    This  misapproprii- 
tion  of  an  dmost  unprotected  description  of  propertj  «u 
carried  to  a  length  that  would  astonish  a  miller  of  the  preacat 
day,  the  very  system  employed  to  secure  thdr  due  and  tiBC^ 
return  to  the  miUer  being  uie  greatest  means  and  casce  of 
their  loss.    In  explanation,  we  may  state,  that  public  coOecton 
took  upon  themsdves  the  ostensible  task  of  coUeeting  acki  of 
all  kind,  but  especially  those  bdonging  to  millers.    Th^  pro- 
fessed to  give  receipts  for  them  to  the  baken  aad  othen  to 
whom  the  flour  was  sold,  with  the  names  of  the  pemas  to 
whom  they  bdonged.    Some  of  these  collecton  jadaahmj 
were  honest  men,  but  others  were  far  from  sustaining  tbat 
character.  Sacks  by  the  ton  were  cut  up  and  sold  to  the  piper* 
makers  in  the  ndghbourhood  of  the  metropolis,  sad  f o  tv 
makers  of  bung-doths  for  brewers  and  others  reqmhBg  tbea- 
Great  numbers  were  sold  to  unscrapulous  millen^  or  kt  to  oai 
on  hire ;  and,  as  to  the  generd  body  of  millers,  it  was  v^ 
an  understood  thing  that  everybody  got  hdd  of  emy  otsff 
body's  sacks  for  working  in  the  null.   In  going  into  mot* 
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t^  MtaMiahments  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London  yon 
vMld  probahlj  tee  a  krge  muoeUany  of  these  articles  all 
nifiedwith  the  oirnen*  namei,bnt  whieh  were  nerer  sent  out, 
isd  therefore  had  bo  chance  of  being  restored  to  the  mill  they 
csBs  from.  We  recollect  one  oonntiy  miller  who  was  so  noto- 
rious for  this  species  of  misappropriation,  to  which  he  added  a 
Toy  pompooB  address,  that  he  obtained  the  title  of  Comt 
Sah:  we  sapose  after  the  name  of  Marshal  Saze,  the  famous 
vunor.    We  also  remember  a  case  in  which  a  country  miller 


the  principle  of  an  eye  for  an  eye,  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth ; 
perhaps  yon  hare  got  some  of  mine ? **  *'r<o,  I  have  none  of 
thine,  friend  P."  However,  friend  P.  took  an  early  oppor- 
tunity of  calling  at  the  friend's  mill  and  found  plenty  of  his 
own  sacks,  on  which,  of  course,  he  laid  an  instant  embargo. 

Another  common  mode  of  misappropriation  was  the  follow- 
iflg:  A  flour  factor  having  a  demand  for  flour  of  a  particular 
asrk,  and  having  no  immediate  opportunity  of  obtaining 
them  st  the  price  he  could  afford,  had  only  to  apply  to  a  col- 
leetor,  and,  at  a  day's  notice,  he  could  have  as  many  as  he 
wanted,  paving  a  oertain  price  for  them.  This,  in  one  respect, 
might  not  be  the  worst  kind  of  fraud,  so  far  as  the  sacks  were 
coBoemed,  because  they  got  into  circulation,  and  there  was  a 
ehiDoe  of  their  reaching  tne  rightful  owner ;  but,  on  the  other 
hud,  the  flour  put  into  them  was  most  probablv  of  an  inferior 
dauipuon,  and  the  consequence  was,  the  character  of  tiie 
miller  suffered  by  the  transaction ;  but,  as  we  have  stated,  the 
paper  millers  and  bung-cloth  makers  were  the  greatest  dealers 
in  this  contraband  trade.  The  writer  knew  one  case  in  which 
35  evi  of  sacks,  chieil;r  uew  ones,  were  thus  cut  up  and  sold 
to  a  bnngeloth  maker  in  one  lump.  Miud,  we  are  speaking 
of  vhat  occurred  nearly  ftfty  years  ago,  and,  of  course,  cannot 
Mrply  to  the  present  practice  of  the  class  of  traders  in  question. 
We  may  say  with  the  poet,  **  Onr^  are  a  sweeter  set  of  saints, 
I  trov,"  and,  as  a  help,  most  of  the  country  millers  who  still 
send  flour  to  London  ehaige  them  regularly  with  the  flour. 
Bnt,  ou  the  other  hand,  Loudon  is  now  chiefly  supplied  bv  its 
own  steam  mills,  which  have  shut  out  a  large  number  of  those 
eoaotiy  millers  who  formerly  supplied  it.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
the  losses  of  the  millers  \i  the  period  referred  to  became  so 
constant,  so  eoormous.  and  so  danug,  that  the  country  millers 
were  st  their  wits*  ends  to  know  what  course  to  take,  when  an 
ssddentsl  circnmstance  pointed  out  a  plan  which,  if  it  could 
ha?e  found  general  support  from  the  great  body  of  millers, 
vnold  hare  rally  remedied  the  evil.  The  foUowing  is  the  cir- 
'  to: 


A  country  miller,  who  was  selling  four  or  five  hundred 
»eb  of  flour  weekly  in  London,  engaged  an  agent  for  its  sale, 
snd,  after  the  affair  was  arranged,  he  said :  "  Well,  and  now 
sbont  sacks ;  what  is  your  plan  tor  securing  their  safe  and 
■peedy  return  P  "  '*  I  suppose,"  was  the  reply,  "  that  you  will 
employ  the  regular  sack  collectors.**  "Ah,  that's  the  point. 
1  heUeve  that  our  losses  are  chiefly  sustained  in  that  mode  of 
collecting  them.  We  have  ounelves  been  compelled  to 
puehase  new  sacka  to  the  number  of  16,600  in  the  course  of 
three  years  and  a-half,  and  have  not,  after  all,  a  fall  working 
>toek  at  command.  This  evident  robbery  must  be  put  an  end 
to,  otherwise  not  only  will  the  entire  profits  of  the  trade  be 
ahsorfaed,  but  the  capital  itself  will  follow  them.  Ton  must 
therefore  think  the  matter  over,  and  any  phm  you  propose  to 
^pt,  if  feasible,  shall  have  our  strenuous  support."  Thus 
addressed,  the  agent,  after  consideration,  proposed  the  fol- 
lowing plan :  To  employ  his  own  private  collector,  who  should 
a^ly  avoid  taking  the  sacks  of  any  other  miller,  on  pain  of 
^umissal;  that  he  should  have  a  regular  account  of  all  flour 
^vered,  and  give  receipts  to  the  bakers  for  those  sacks  re- 
turned; that  the  agent  should  keep  a  regular  debtor  and 
creditor  account  of  sacks  against  the  bakers,  the  collector 
giving  him  immediate  notice  if  any  have  been  taken  away  by 
other  eoQecten ;  that  written  notices,  signed  b^  the  miller 
himself,  should  be  given  to  each  and  sJl  the  public  collectors, 
to  BToid  taking  the  sacks  in  question,  on  pain  of  a  prosecution, 
whieh,  if,  after  two  or  three  instances,  they  should  disregard, 
voold  then  be  commenced  against  them.  Written  notices 
veie  also  given  to  bakers  pnn^asing  the  floor,  by  the  private 
eollector,  sixned  by  the  principal,  not  to  allow  the  public 
eoUsetoTs  to  taka  his  sacks.  Such  was  the  pUin  adopted,  and 
we  shall  BOW  show  how  it  operated. 


In  carrying  out  this  plan,  although  he  was  fully  suj^poited 
by  his  emplover,  the  agent  found  that  he  had  thrust  his  head 
bto  a  nest  of  hornets.  He  soon  convinced  himself  that  the 
collectors  were  the  men  with  whom  he  would  have  to  cope  as 
the  principal  delinquents,  and  against  these  men,  with  the 
exception  of  two,  he  was  compelled  in  turn  to  commenoe  pro- 
secutions. One  of  them  was  taken  before  a  magistrate  tnree 
times  before  he  would  desist ;  another  was  twice  arraigned ; 
a  third,  who  was  also  a  wliarfinger,  having,  after  three 
warnings  which  he  laughed  to  scorn,  taken  a  number  of  the 
prohibited  sacks,  was  served  with  a  notice  of  action  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  being  at  the  head  of  the  trade,  and 
therefore  worthy  of  a  more  respectable  process  than  an  ap- 
pearance in  a  police  court.  This  he  also  derided,  and  chal- 
lenged the  agent  to  proceed  with  his  action,  which  he  would 
certainly  defesd.  His  idea  was  that  as  the  business  of  sack 
collecting  was  an  established  fact,  those  who  followed  it  had 
a  sort  of  "vested  right"  in  it,  that  no  private  arrangement 
could  set  aside,  or  prevent  his  collecting  any  sacks  that  came 
in  his  way ;  the  a^ut  therefore  made  a  special  point  of  en- 
deavouring to  bnng  this  "vested  right'*  gentleman  to  his 
senses  bv  having  to  defend  himself  in  the  highest  court  of  law 
in  which  it  could  be  tried.  This  case  was  looked  at  with 
great  interest  by  the  other  collectors ;  for  if  he  could  have 
established  his  point  it  would  at  once  have  enabled  them  also 
to  set  the  prosecutor  at  dedance ;  but  they  "reckoned  without 
the  host." 

On  goinff  to  his  lawyer  and  stating  the  case  to  him  for  the 

Curpose  of  his  entering  a  defence  to  the  action,  the  man  of 
Lw  asked  him  in  a  quiet  manner,  "  Have  you  then  taken  the 
sacks  in  question  after  receiving  a  written  notice  and  warn- 
ings P  "  "  Yes,"  he  replied ;  "  and  they  are  now  in  my  ware- 
house, packed,  ready  to  be  delivered  to  the  owner.**  "  Well 
then,"  was  the  rejoinder, "  take  my  advice,  which  at  any  rate 
you  must  believe  to  be  disinterested,  carry  the  sacks  back  to 
the  baker  from  whom  you  obtained  them,  as  you  say  that 
both  the  private  collector  and  the  wharfinger  will  not  take 
them  from  you,  having  orders  from  the  prosecutor  to  that 
effect ;  then  go  to  the  lawyer  for  the  prosecution  and  pay  all 
the  expenses  already  incurred,  and  give  a  written  promise  that 
you  will  not  in  future  interfere  with  his  client's  sacks.  I 
know  the  party  well,  they  are  wealthy  people,  and  having 
rigid  on  their  side  they  will  spare  no  expense  or  trouble  in 
supporting  it.  I  will  see  his  lawyer,  ana  will  undertake  to 
stop  the  prosecution  if  you  follow  the  course  I  have  proposed. 
Bnt  if  vou  persist  in  defending  the  action  it  will  cost  you 
hundreu  of  pounds  before  you  have  done  with  it.  And 
besides,  it  would  be  monstrous  if  a  miller,  or  any  other  party, 
had  not  a  good  right  to  conduct  his  business  and  secure  his 
own  property  by  whatever  plans  he  thinks  proper.  I  there- 
fore w.irn  you  that  if  yon  persist  in  your  intention  the  con- 
seciuences  will  be  very  serious  indeed.*'^ 

This  advice,  so  perfectly  disinterested,  had  its  desired  effect. 
The  sacks  were  returned  to  the  baker  from  whom  they  were 
obtained,  and  who,  in  fi&ct,  was  as  much  to  blame  as  the  col- 
leotor.  The  expenses,  too,  were  paid,  which  was  the 
unkindest  cut  of  all ;  a  written  assurance  given  that  the 
sacks  in  question  would  not  in  future  be  interfered  with  ;  and 
the  "  vested  right"— proved  to  be  a  vested  wrongs-was  blown 
to  atoms. 

The  success  of  the  agent  in  collecting  the  sacks  of  his 
employer  with  so  much  regularity,  and  in  the  prosecutions 
which  he  instituted,  without,  however,  carrying  tnem  to  the 
extent  he  would  have  done  had  not  the  delinquents  succumbed, 
drew  the  attention  of  the  millers  generally  to  the  possibility 
of  establishing  an  Association  for  the  protection  of  sacks 
belonging  to  millers  supplying  London  with  flour  from  the 
country  or  otherwise.  Nothing,  in  fact,  could  prove  more 
successful  than  the  phm  adopted  by  the  agent  after  a  few 
cases  had  been  taken  before  the  magistrate ;  sjod  the  case  with 
the  delinquents  was  found  to  be  hopeless.  Some  of  the 
bakers  declared  that  the  collectors  would  "  swear  over 
the  prohibited  sacks,  but  would  not  touch  one  of  them;** 
and  after  five  years*  trial  of  it,  at  the  end  of  which  the  agent 
gave  up  his  commission,  his  employer  made  him  a  pre- 
sent of  two  hundred  pounds,  and  stated  that  during  that  pe- 
riod, instead  of  having  to  purchase  five  thousand  sacks  a  year, 
he  had  not  pnrehased  a  single  sack,  and  had  always  a  sufficient 
stock  for  every  purpose,  all  of  them  having  his  own  mark 
upon  them,  for  it  was  a  rule  striotly  adhered  to  th«t  i|0  «tray 
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Moks  should  be  admitted  into  the  mill.  The  millers  therefore 
—bat  chiefly  those  in  the  ooontrr,  who  vere  the  neatest 
sufferers — ^were  anzioos  to  form  an  "  Association  for  tne  Pro- 
tection of  Sacks,"  and  the  agent  was  requested  to  draw  np  a 
plan,  which  he  did,  and  it  was  in  fall  operation  for  abont  two 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  it  was  given  np,  for  reasons 
which  will  be  stated  presently. 

It  was  in  contemplation  to  extend  and  modify  the  plan  by 
hating  a  "  Sack  Dep6t,"  to  which  all  sacks  belonging  to  the 
members  of  the  Association  were  to  be  conveyed,  and  there 
sorted  and  packed  ready  for  delivery  to  the  wharves  and  other 
places,  for  restoration  to  the  owners.  It  is  worthy  of  remark 
that  very  few  of  the  town  millers  joined  the  Association,  for 
reasons  best  known  to  themselves,  but  which  may  be  gaessed 
at  from  what  is  known.  It  was  notorions,  indeed,  that,  like 
*•  Coant  Sacks"  and  "  The  Friend,"  it  was  a  common  practice 
for  millers  in  the  country  as  well  as  in  town  to  have  their 
stocks  of  "  workintr  sacks,"  or  such  as  were  used  in  the  mill 
only,  made  np  wholly,  or  to  as  great  an  extent  as  possible,  of 
*'  stoay  sacksi  which  were  never  suffered  to  go  out  with  flour 
or  otherwise.  Now  the  facility  for  the  London  millers  to  re- 
plenish their  stocks  of  "  working  sacks"  would  be  wholly  de- 
stroyed b^  the  proposed  association,  and  therefore  most  of 
them  declined  joining  it.  A  few  prosecutions  were  instituted 
by  it,  the  most  important  one  of  which  was  against  a  marine- 
store  dealer  in  the  Old  Kent-road,  on  whose  premises  were 
discovered  by  the  police  officers  an  immense  number  of  millers* 
sacks,  cat  np  ana  packed  ready  to  be  sent  to  a  paper-mill. 
This  man  was  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey  sessions,  and  found 
gnilty  of  receiving  goods  knowing  them  to  have  been  stolen. 
The  original  delinquent  was  not  prosecuted,  there  being  no 
direct  evidence  against  him ;  but  tne  police  were  on  the  alert, 
and  would  probably  have  found  sufficient  proof  of  his  guilt. 
He  was,  however,  warned  by  one  of  his  friends  that  evidence 
would  probably  be  soon  forthcoming,  which  so  alarmed  him 
that,  being  at  the  time  in  bad  health*  he  took  to  his  bed,  and 
died  in  the  coarse  of  a  week.  The  marine-store  dealer  was 
sentenced  to  a  torm  of  imprisonment.  In  another  ease  a  col- 
lector was  detected  in  selhng  sacks  to  a  greenvrooer,  and  was 
taken  before  the  magistrate,  to  whom  he  confessed  his  olfenee, 
pleaded  poverty,  and  engaged,  if  the  prosecutor  would  forego 
any  further  proceedings,  he  woald  relinquish  sack-oolleeting, 
and  go  to  seat  which  nad  been  his  former  course  of  life  for 
some  years.  His  offer  was  accepted,  and  he  thankfully  left 
theooort. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  if  the  Association  had  been  supported 
as  it  ought  to  have  been,  it  would  in  time  have  effected  a  com- 
plete revolution  in  the  mealing  trsde,  so  far  as  the  sacks  were 
oonoemed.  But  it  had  scarcely  been  well  esUblished  before 
a  drcnmstance  occurred  to  break  it  up,  and  things  reverted  to 
their  former  channel.  It  was  as  follows  :  The  agent  referred 
to  in  the  first  part  of  this  historv,  received  an  intimation  from 
his  wharfinger  that  a  barge  load  of  flour  in  sacks  having  his 
employers*  mark  upon  them,  had  passed  his  wharf  and  gone 
np  the  river.  The  agent  immediately  wrote  to  his  principal 
to  know  whether  he  had  sold  any  flour,  and  received  a  reply 
that  he  had  not,  and  that  if  the  sacks  bore  his  mark,  they  were 
stolen  or  snrreptitioasly  obteined,  and  made  use  of  by  some  one 
who  had  no  right  to  them ;  and  he  charged  his  asent  to  use 
every  means  to  discover  where  they  were  lauded,  ana  to  whom 
the  flour  belonged.  It  was  several  days  before  he  could  ob- 
tein  the  information,  when  his  own  wharfinger,  happening  to 
call  at  a  neighbouring  wharf,  discovered  on  one  ot  the  floors 
the  identical  sacks,  in  number  one  hundred,  and  filled  with 
flour  made  from  wheat  at  a  mill  at  Deptford.  On  inquiring 
further,  he  learned  that  the  flour  belonged  to  a  baker  in  the 
Minories,  who  had  purchased  the  wheat  in  Mark  Lane  and 
sent  it  to  the  mill.  The  agent  immediately  wrote  again  to  his 
employer  steting  the  circumstences,  and  received  an  order  to 
commence  proceedings  against  the  baker.  In  the  meantime 
the  asent  had  called  upon  the  latter  and  demanded  to  know 
how  he  had  obtained  the  sacks,  &c.  The  baker  refused  to 
give  him  any  information  about  it,  and  told  him  flatly  that  he 
might  take  what  steps  he  pleased,  as  he  was  prepared  to  de- 
fend himself.  He  was  accordingly  served  with  a  notice  of 
action  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench ;  and  now  another  person 
came  forward  roost  unexpectedly,  to  put  a  stop,  if  possible,  to 
\\\t  proiecution,  though  the  case  was  so  dear  against  him  tnat 


there  was  no  donbt  of  a  oonviotion,  if  it  bad  beoi  allowed  to 
proceed.    The  following  were  the  &ote : 

Amongst  the  Norfolk  miUera— eighteen  of  tiie  Ivgeitof 
whom  had  joined  the  Assoeiation-^waa  one  whose  ahipmeati 
of  floor  amounted  to  from  three  to  fire  tixonaand  sadn  per 
week,  partly  made  at  his  own  mills,  but  the  greater  part 
either  purchased  of  other  millen  or  groond  for  him  at  aufli 
near  London  or  elsewhere.  To  this  man  the  baker  ia  ths 
Minories  was  a  oonsiderable  euatomer,  and  the  latter  appeshd 
to  him  to  prevail  on  the  prosecutor  to  stay  the  proeeedian 
against  him  on  hii  sending  the  sacks  to  the  proper  wharf.  AU 
though  the  affair  was  in  the  hands  of  the  aotieitor  to  the  A^ 
sodation,  the  prosecutor  was  prevailed  on  to  yield ;  but  m 
disgusted  was  he  with  the  whole  transaction  that  he  instaatly 
withdrew  from  the  Assodation,  and  his  example  was  foUoved 
by  all  the  Norfolk  millers,  who  saw  plainly  enough  that  there 
was  no  disposition  to  remedy  the  evils  of  the  trade,  of  whieh 
the  case  in  hand  was  as  clear  as  daylight  against  the  ddin- 

?[uent.  It  was  believed,  in  fact,  that  the  floor  had  been  made 
rom  wheat  belonging  to  the  miller  who  thus  interfered,  and 
that  he  had  done  so  with  the  view  of  screening  his  own  shars 
in  the  affair,  there  being  no  apparent  motive  why  he  thoald 
do  so,  aa  a  leading  member  of  the  Association,  and  always 
acting  as  chairman,  and  foremost  in  nrging  on  proseoatioas  ia 
every  other  case. 

The  withdrawal  of  the  Norfolk  millers  from  the  Assodation 
gave  the  death-blow  to  the  institotion,  and  the  eolleetion  of 
tiie  millers'  sacks  in  the  metropolis  fell  again  into  the  hands 
of  the  old  ooUectors ;  with  what  results  the  millers  themselves 
could  have  told  if  they  were  still  livinir ;  but  we  believe  thst 
most  of  the  millers  and  the  sack  eoUectors  are  dead,  and 
very  few  indeed  of  those  in  the  flour  trade  at  that  time  are 
living.  It  is  a  remarkable  and  siniifioani  fact  that,  of  the 
eighteen  Norfolk  millers  who  joined  the  Assodation  in  1834, 
thirteen  had  failed  within  seven  years  alter.  What  shars  ^ 
loss  of  sacks  might  have  claimed  in  this  remarkable  result,  it 
is  imposdble  to  say ;  but  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  it  most 
have  lessened  the  profits  materially,  and  thus  contributed  to 
the  failures.  Certam  it  is  that  by  the  introduction  and  exteasios 
of  steam-power  applied  to  grinding  com,  whidi  took  plsoe 
abont  the  same  time,  the  Norfolk  millers  were  shot  ont  frosi 
the  London  trade,  and  we  believe  most  of  those  miUers  who 
formerly  ground  for  that  trade,  now  send  their  flour  northvsid, 
to  Hull,  Newcastle,  ftc.  The  repeal  also  of  the  duties  os 
fordgn  com  has  materially  tended  to  make  a  change  ia  ths 
supply  of  flour  to  the  London  market.  The  millers  in  LoadoD 
and  ite  vicinity  can  now  supply  themselves,  and  do  so,  vith 
foreign  wheat  of  excellent  qualitv  quite  as  cheaply,  and,  is 
general,  more  so  than  those  at  a  distance  from  the  metropolis 
can  purchase  at  the  local  markete  that  of  natiTe  grovtii. 
Not  only  so,  but  they  can  take  the  month's  credit  on  it  is 
Mark-hdie,  convert  it  into  flour  in  a  day  or  two,  and  isto 
money  in  a  week  if  necessary.  It  therefore  requires  but  littk 
capitel  to  conduct  a  mill  working  bv  steam  in  London  or  iti 
immediate  ndghbourhood  compared  with  what  a  sinilir 
concern  in  the  country  absorbs.  The  payments  for  whest  is 
the  latter  case  are  most  frequently  expected  the  foUowisg 
market-day ;  added  to  which  is  the  dday  in  getting  the  tfm 
to  London ;  though  this  is  materially  done  away  with  wbm 
the  mill  is  within  reach  of  a  railway.  But,  as  we  have  stated, 
the  Norfolk  millers  have  found  a  better  market  in  the  north  of 
England,  and  we  bdieve  the  bulk  of  the  floor,  beyond  the 
local  consumption,  is  sent  thither. 

With  respect  to  the  sack  collecting,  most  of  those  who  ^ 
send  flour  from  the  country  put  it  into  unmarked  sacks,  which 
are  charged  to  the  factors  or  bakers  to  whom  the  flour  is  seat 
or  sold.  The  town  millers  have  mostly  their  own  collectois, 
although  some  employ  one  or  two  of  the  public  ones  to  pich 
up  such  stray  sacks  as  they  may  come  across.  But  with  alJ 
their  care,  their  loss  is  still  about  five  per  cent. ;  as  to  that  of 
the  millers  who  brand  their  sacks  instead  of  sending  thsm 
out  plain  and  charged  for  with  the  flour,  we  have  no  mssns  of 
learning  the  amount ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  former  pro- 
ceedings have  not  entirely  lost  their  influence,  and  that  s 
better  supervision  is  exercised  over  the  collection  now,  is 
consequence  of  the  exposure  of  the  means  by  which  sseu 
were  lost  onder  the  former  system. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  FABMEB'S  MAGAZIOTB. 


243 


THE    PEIOE    OF    WHEAT    SEVENTY    YEARS    SINCE. 
[From    The   Sm,   Octoljer,    1800.1 


There  never  was  a  salq'ect  on  which  calm  discussion  was 
more  required  than  on  that  of  the  present  high  prices  of  pro- 
TiiioDs,  and  particolarlr  of  wheat.  We  never  biew  one  in 
vhich  people  more  yi(uentily  persisted  in  erroneons  opinion. 
One  man  asserts  that  scarcity  alone  is  the  cause  of  the  hieh 
price,  without  aej  aggravation  from  collateral  causes ;  while 
mother  mors  erroneously,  and  perhaps  wickedly,  denies  that 
there  is  any  real  scarcity,  and  imputes  the  price  to  speculation 
ud  monopoly.  There  is  no  source  of  error  more  common 
thin  that  of  representing  us  the  sole  cause  that  which,  toge- 
ther with  many  other  circumstances,  produces  the  effect. 

From  the  year  1760  to  the  year  1770,  the  average  halanoe 
received  annually  for  wheat  exported^  amounted  to  about 
£600,000.  From  the  year  1770  to  1790,  the  average  balance 
pmd  for  the  same  article  imported^  amounted  to  about 
1800,000.  From  1700  to  the  present  time,  the  balance  has 
heen  constantly  increasing  against  us,  and  is  now  at  least 
doable  what  it  was  on  an  avenge  from  1770  to  1790.  This 
clearly  ihows  that  the  consumption  of  Wheat,  whether  aria- 
iog  mm  a  more  numerous  population,  or  iit>m  any  other 
caiue,  has  increased  in  a  much  greater  degree  than  the  means 
of  nrodndog  it.  In  addition  to  this  fact,  it  is  well  ascertained 
thit  there  is  this  year  a  deficiency  in  the  crop  of  wheat.  In 
thiaihin^  it  does  not  yield  so  well  as  it  promised.  These  are 
thepn'napal  causes  of  the  high  price :  a  general  consumption 
mora  than  equal  to  oar  ordinary  produce ;  and  the  produce  of 
the  year  less  than  a  common  crop.  The  practices  of  dealers 
Asy,  and  we  believe  in  some  inatanees  have  tended  to  a^gra- 
Tite  the  evil,  but  their  influence  in  producing  liigh  pnoe  is 
euggerated.  To  assert,  as  some  of  our  journalists  have  done, 
that  <*  there  is  no  scarcity,*'  is  the  effect  of  ignorance,  or  of 
nsEdoiu  intention. 

A  great  cry  has  been  raised  against  monopolists,  forestal- 
len,  ic,  and  high  authority  has  given  too  much  sanction  to 
this  clamour.  Look  at  the  number  of  convictions  forfore- 
■taliiag,  and  the  delosion  is  manifest ;  for  no  person  will  say 
thst  the  judges  did  not  set  out  upon  their  circuits  with  quite 
nfident  abhorrence  of  this  crime,  and  quite  sufficient  incuna- 
tba  to  ponish  it,  wherever  it  was  detected.  Mr.  Waddington, 
ODe  of  the  friends  of  the  people,  has  done  full,  even  more 
mischief  than  he  can  be  aware  of— not  merely  because  he 
■peculated  in  hops,  but  because  so  gross  an  instance  of  mono- 
polj,  and  of  raising  an  artificial  price,  was  detected  and 
expNMed  in  him,  that  from  that  time  whenever  any  article  of 
proTiiion  haa  been  raised  to.a  very  high  price,  the  people  have 
ahrajB  considered  it  as  artificial,  and  occasioned  by  tne  same 
piaetioas. 

Bat  many  of  those  who  give  up  the  idle  clamours  againat 
nmopolista,  impute  much  of  the  high  price  of  wheat  and 
floor  to  the  speculations  of  the  farmer  and  the  miller.  We 
have  before  stated  that,  in  a  season  of  scarcity,  manv  persons 
i&  possession  of  com,  ought  to  keep  it  in.store.  There  is  no 
irtiele  in  which  it  is  so  essential  to  the  community  that  the 
pnoe  ihoold  be  fixed  in  exact  proportion  to  the  supply.  An 
arbitrary  price  fixed  too  high  m  proportion  to  the  stock  on 
hsad,  deprives  a  great  proportion  of  the  people  of  this  impor- 
taat  article  of  fooil ;  an  arbitrary  price  fixed  too  low  creates 
aa  undue  eouaumption,  and  produces  a  toine.  Farmers  were 
pcver  supposed  to  have  hoarded  more  upon  speculation  than 
ia  the  last  year,  and  yet  the  old  stock  of  'com  was  never  so 
ncsriy  exhausted  on  the  appearance  of  the  new  crop  as  in  the 
prwent  year. 

Those  who  look  to  the  miller  as  the  source  of  the  evil,  tell 
u.  as  a  proof,  that  the  prioe  of  flour,  on  a  particukr  day,  waa 
higher  than  it  ought  tq  have  been,  compared  with  the  price 
of  wheat ;  they  talk  as  if  thev  thought  the  wheat  that  was 
hovght  one  d^  wu  ground  tne  next :  they  tor^  that  the 
trade  of  a  niUar  ia  neo^asivnly  a  trade  of  speculation ;  that  he 
grinds  to-day  the  wheat  he  bought  perhaps  «ii  months  ago ; 


and  therefore,  though  the  price  of  flour  may  in  some  degree  be 
regnkted  by  the  price  of  wheat,  it  cannot  be  governed  by  it. 
It  may  be  said  that  the  trade  of  a  miller  ought  not  to  be  a 
trade  of  speculation ;  that  he  should  be  prohiUted  from  be- 
coming a  purchaser,  and  should  be  paid  at  a  certain  rate  for 
grinding.  The  answer  is,  that  it  is  impossible  to  fix  the  rate ; 
that  what  would  be  an  enormous  profit  to  one  man,  would  drive 
another,  with  different  machinery  and  under  different  cireum- 
stances,  out  of  the  trade. 

The  miller  probably  gains  enormously  upon  some  of  his 
purchases,  little  upon  others,  and  npon  some  he  loses.  The 
question,  in  a  mercantile  point  of  view  is,  are  his  profits  ex- 
orbitant npon  the  whole  P  True  it  is,  that  he  makes  the 
most  profit  when  com  is  dearest :  in  times  of  abundance  there 
is  a  competition  of  sellers ;  all  they  look  for  is  a  living  profit; 
in  times  of  scareity  there  is  a  competition  of  hoarders,  all 
looking  for  a  high  jirice.  This  is  the  nature  of  all  trade.  In 
the  article  of  com,  if  in  the  times  of  scareity  it  produces  the 
evil  of  a  high  price,  it  produces  also  tlie  good  of  a  sparing 
consumption. 

We  are  as  hostile  as  any  persons  to  the  real  monopolist— ^ 
to  the  person  who  is  mischievous  and  wicked  enough  to  endea- 
vour to  create  an  exorbitant  and  artificial  price  in  the  articles 
of  human  sustenance,  bearing  no  relation  to  the  supply.  But 
the  more  we  abhor  and  detest  such  a  character,  the  more  anx- 
ious we  are  to  prove  what  we  know  to  be  the  fact,  that  such 
characters  are  not  common,  and  the  more  desirous  we  are  that 
just  men,  acting  in  the  fair  line  of  their  business,  should  not 
be  confounded  with  them.  To  confound  them  will  have  the 
effect  of  driving  the  best  men  out  of  the  trade. 

To  whatever  cause  we  ascribe  the  high  price  of  wheat  and 
of  bread,  the  poor  call  loudly  upon  us  for  our  assistance. 
Some  measure  that  has  the  effect  of  a  temporary  increase  of 
the  wages  of  labour  must  also  be  adopted.    The  high  prioe 

Euts  the  food  of  the  people  out  of  the  reach  of  many  of  the 
ibouring  eksaes  of  aociety.  Such  a  situation  of  things  can- 
not arise  without  the  mischievous  malignity  of  the  ill-disposed 
endeavouring  to  raise  mobs,  and  excite  them  to  riot,  by  im- 
puting it  to  causes  from  which  they  know  it  does  not  spring. 
We  shall  be  happy  if  Parliament  can  devise  any  adequate 
remedy  for  the  evil.  Bounties  on  importation  may  be  given ; 
non-consumption  agreements  entered  into,  and  many  allevia- 
tions may  be  found ;  but  without  a  diminished  use  of  wheaten 
bread  in  all  the  classes  of  the  community,  and  a  considerable 
extension  of  our  com  land,  the  evil,  though  perhaps  mitigated 
for  the  present,  will  recur  again.  But  the  difllculties  of  the 
present  year  should  claim  the  first  consideration  of  Parliament. 
Whenever  it  deliberates  upon  this  interesting  and  important 
question,  we  trast  we  shall  see  the  attention  of  all  persons 
anxiously  directed  to  one  and  the  same  object ;  to  relieve  the 
wants,  and  not  to  inflame -the  minds  of  the  people. 


SUGAR  PROM  BEET-ROOT.— Now  let  us  see  (keeping 
as  clear  aa  possible  from  technical  terms)  what  happena  to  the 
beet-root,  when  it  ia  brought  to  the  fhctory.  The  usual  plan 
of  operation  is  to  wash  the  roots  well,  so  as  to  free  them  from 
day  and  dirt,  and  then  to  place  them  within  the  clutches  of 
circular  aawa,  making  over  1,000  revolutions  a  minute,  by 
which  they  are  torn  to  pieces  and  reduced  to  pulp.  This 
latter  is  then  packed  in  linen  bags,  and  subjected  to  the  action 
of  an  hydraulic  press,  by  which  the  juice  is  all  squeezed  out, 
and  the  pulp  becomes  a  cake.  This  not  only  forms  the  beet- 
bread — so  valuable  for  feeding  purposes—but,  if  not  required 
for  that  end,  can  also  be  used  for  making  brandy  and  vinegar ; 
or,  what  is  still  more  remarkable-— paper,  it  being  found  hj 
paper  manu&otanra  to  be  superior  to  rag  pulp.  So  that, 
whatever  may  he  the  defects  in  the  beet  process,  inoapability 
of  utiUiatioiL  ia  not  out  of  ib!em,^JfM  /ommf* 
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ROYAL    AGRICULTURAL    SOCIETY    OF    ENGLAND. 
MEETING    AT    OXFORD. 


MACHINERY  IN  MOTION. 

We  continue  onr  notices  of  some  of  the  yarioos  imple- 
ment stands  in  the  endeavoar  to  do  justice  to  the  many 
deserving  exliibitors  who  by  their  mechanical  skill  and 
enterprise  added  so  largely  to  the  general  interest  of  that 
portion  of  the  showyard.  To  attempt  to  enumerate  or 
point  out  the  special  advantages  of  the  thousands  of 
implements  shown  wonld  be  utterly  impossible.  We  can 
only  make  such  brief  commentaries  as  oor  notes,  after 
inspection,  have  suggested.  We  commence  with  the 
machinery  in  motion,  which  always  drew  the  largest 
share  of  curious  visitors. 

Most  of  the  machines  at  work  deserve  a  passing  notice, 
although  some  of  them  were  working  miscellaneous 
olyects,  somewhat  foreign  to  agriculture. 

Nalder  and  Nalder,  of  Wantage,  had  two  finishing 
thrashing  machines  to  prepare  grain  ready  for  market, 
fitted  with  their  patent  screen  to  regukte  the  quantity 
of  tail  corn.  Also,  one  of  their  malt  screens,  capable  of 
screening  80  quarters  an  hour,  as  in  use  at  Barclay  & 
Perkin's  and  other  large  breweries. 

Marsden,  of  Leeds,  had  two  stone-breakers  at  work ; 
one,  Blake's  American  stone-breaker,  10  ft.  by  7  ft.,  has 
a  revolving  screen  for  breaking  and  separatiDg  McAdam's 
road  metal :  it  was  employed  breaking  about  100  tons  of 
limestone  per  day,  at  l|d.  per  too,  and  the  machine  will 
break  the  hardest  stone  at  a  cost  of  8d.  per  ton.  Another 
machine,  made  by  Marsden,  suitable  for  road  metal  or 
fine  cradling,  has  jaws  12  inches  by  8  inches,  and  is  used 
for  breaking  quarry  chips,  chips  for  road  metal,  or  for 
fine-crushing  emery,  cement,  or  coorolites. 

Walworth  and  Co.,  of  Bradford,  had  several  of  their 
smut  machines  and  wheat  cleaners  working,  aUo  a  fioor- 
dressing  machine  with  revolving  cylinder  and  external 
brushes.  One  improved  smut  machine,  fitted  with  sepa- 
rator and  powerml  exhaust  fans  on  the  most  scientific 
principle,  was  guaranteed  to  clean  110  bushels  of  wheat 
per  hour. 

Hancock  and  Foden,  of  Sandbach,  had  a  4-hor8e  and  a 
6-horse  power  steam  engine  at  work  driving  a  corn- 
driving  mill,  and  a  fixed  thrashing  machine  adapted  for 
large  occupations. 

Whitmore  and  Binyon,  of  Wickham  Market,  had  some 
of  their  improved  steam  engines  driving  grinding  mills 
with  meal  elevators. 

Marshall  and  Co.,  of  Gainsborough,  made  a  very  cre- 
ditable display  of  steam  engines,  among  which  were  five 
portable  engines  of  various  power.  Their  fixed  10-horse 
engine  took  the  third  priie  in  the  competitive  trials,  and 
their  4-horse  engine,  which  was  highly  commended,  ran 
six  minutes  longer  time  than  any  other  vertical  engine. 
The  grinding  mill  at  work  also  took  a  third  prize  in  com- 
petition. Some  thrashing  and  dressing  machines  and 
circnUr  saw  benches  completed  the  principal  objects 
shown. 

Foster  and  Co.,  of  Lincoln,  had  two  good  finishing 
thrashing  machines,  set  in  motion  by  an  8-horse  and  10- 
hone  portable  steam  engines  of  their  make. 

Davey,  Paxman,  and  Davey,  of  Colchester,  had  at 
work  a  4-horse  yertieal  fixed  engine  with  a  boiler  on  a 
new  prinoiple,  with  special  facilities  for  quickly  removing 
^-Irox  9m^  for  heating  water,  driving  corn-drying  ma- 


chines by  steam-heated  cylinders,  the  hlsst  passing  tiiroagh 
the  chamber  while  the  com  is  kept  in  complete  sgitttion. 

Robey  and  Co.,  of  Lincoln,  had  a  vertical  steam  engine 
with  patent  field  boUer  commended  by  the  judges.  It  is 
constructed  with  steam  jacketed  cylinder,  and  fitted  witK 
patent  variable  governor  expansion  gnr.  There  were 
engines  of  different  power  driving  grinding  milk  and 
thrashing  machines.  The  portable  combined  donUe-Ustt 
thrashing  and  finishing  machine  of  this  firm,  fitted  with 
Riley's  patent  wrought  angle-iron  frame,  improved  stnw 
shakers,  barley  awner,  patent  revolving  screen,  and  idf- 
feeding  apparatus,  was  honoured  with  a  silver  medsl. 

Ruston  and  Procter,  of  Lincoln,  had  six  of  their  itesm- 
engines  employed  for  different  purposes.  Their  other  ob- 
jects shown  were  sawing  benches,  com  miOs,  thruhing 
machines  and  straw  elevators. 

Holmes  and  Sons,  of  Norwich,  besides  sn  8-hone 
engine,  horse  gear,  and  oilcake  breakers  submitted  to 
trial,  had  a  straw  elevator,  the  combination  of  the  hone 
gear  with  which  renders  it  easy  of  removal  for  itaeking 
at  any  part  of  the  stack,  thus  saving  labour.  This  fiim 
also  had  a  good  collection  of  seed,  com,  aod  msnnre 
drills  and  manure  distributors.  A  18-row  lever-diiU,  hj 
adjusting  the  width  of  the  levers,  can  be  varied  to  any 
distance,  so  that  a  great  quantity  of  seed  or  grain  can  be 
deposited  per  acre. 

Riches  and  Watts,  of  Norwich,  had  a  large  nomber  of 
grist  mills,  which  attracted  attention — especially  Felton's 
American  mill  now  made  by  them,  also  some  hay  col* 
lectors,  and  a  vertical  4-hor8e  steam  engine  of  their  ovo 
make. 

Among  the  few  American  implements  shown,  Ghildi 
and  Co.,  of  Mark-lane,  exhibited  one  which  csn  be  oaed 
either  as  a  smntter  to  remove  the  smut,  or  as  a  deeorti- 
cator  to  both  remove  the  smut  and  thoroughly  holl  wheat, 
rice,  and  other  grain ;  also  an  aspirator  for  dressing  all 
kinds  of  grain  and  rice,  by  the  combination  of  ooarae  and 
fine  riddles  and  exhaust. 

Clayton  and  Shuttleworth,  of  Lincoln,  deoended  chiefly 
upon  thdr  engines,  which  carried  off  the  highest  piixes 
in  each  class.  They  worked  some  thrashing  mackiiiei 
and  straw  elevators. 

Whitehead,  of  the  Albert  Works.  Preston,  exhibited 
several  of  his  drain-pipe,  tile,  and  brick-making  msehines, 
which  have  met  the  approval  of  the  judges  at  many  of  the 
Society's  shows.  These  varied  in  price  according  to 
work  and  requirements.  In  one  of  these  tried  129ilbB. 
of  clay  was  screened  by  hand-power  in  the  short  spsoe  of 
one  minute,  with  a  screen  of  three-sixteeaths  of  spsoe 
between  the  bars.  There  were  also  fifty-nine  two-inck 
tiles  made  in  the  same  length  of  time.  It  carried  oif  s 
prize,  as  stated  in  our  last  number. 

Pinfold,  of  Rugby,  produced  some  stone  and  steel  grist 
mills  i  and  although  his  brick  and  tUe  machines  were  not 
entered  for  trial,  one  was  tested  by  the  judges  and  earned 
off  the  first  prixe  for  a  power  madnne,  which  ents  the 
clay  by  the  traveller,  and  is  adapted  to  make  a  large 
number  of  bricks  or  drainpipes  daily. 

Page,  of  Bedford,  was  another  exhibitor  otdtftmA- 
ing  rollers,  brick  presses,  and  pipe  and  tfle  ouking 
machines,  a  very  strong  double-end  machine  workai 
by  an  excentric,  and  suitMl  for  steam  power,  being  w^* 
mended  by  the  judges. 
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The  oaly  other  brick  and  tile  machine  (o  be  noticed 
vat  CalcQtt's,  manoiactared  by  C.  Lanipitt,  of  Baabory, 
which  when  worked  by  a  C-hone  power  engine  will 
prtpare  the  elay  and  make  20,000  to  23,000  bricka  in 
tea  hoon. 

Hodgkin,  of  Liverpool,  had  in  action  aeveral  of  the 
uefid  maehinea  made  by  Lawson  and  Sons,  of  Leeds, 
for  dressing  flax,  anited  for  scatch  mill  owners  or  large  or 
null  farmers.  They  were  driven  by  one  of  Ransome's 
portable  engines.  Theae  machines  took  both  the  prizes 
for  hand  and  steam  power  breakers  and  cleaners. 

Barrows  and  Stewart,  of  Banbnry,  exhibited  besides  a 
nrietyof  thraahing  machines  and  elevators,  and  the  neoes- 
arj  spparatns  to  steam  cultivation.  Smith's  perfected 
foor-wheeled  windlass  with  steel  wire  rope  was  highly 
commended  by  the  judges. 

Homphries,  of  Persbore,  had  one  of  Clayton's  ennnes 
driring  two  or  three  single  and  double  blast  thrashing 


llkofflas,  of  Cardigan,  exhibited  new  combined  grinding 
and  croshing  mills  for  making  fine  or  coarse  meal  for 
household  and  feeding  purposes.  These  were  worked  by 
ooe  of  Marshall's  5-horse  portable  engines. 

Brown  and  May,  of  Devisee,  had  eight  enginea  in  tke 
jard,  one  fixed  and  the  others  portable. 

Richmond  and  Chandler,  of  Salford,  pride  themselves 
ipceially  on  the  excellence  and  serviceable  quality  of  their 
rhaffentters,  for  which  they  again  carried  oif  the  two  first 
iNriia,  although  ran  close  on  this  occasion  by  the  firm  of 
Picbley,  Sims,  and  Co.  The  Salford  house  exhibited  no 
Ictt  than  nineteen  of  these  machines,  of  different  prices, 
ud  with  certain  specialities  and  new  improvements.  In 
one  tke  old  form  of  lever  and  weights  are  abolished,  and 
ipiral  springs  on  each  side  tne  mouthpiece  are  substituted, 
thereby  increasing  the  pressure  on  the  feed  as  it  becomes 
thicker,  and  the  steel  mouthpiece  is  also  of  an  improved 
foriQ,  10  as  to  render  choking  impossible.  Another  new 
implement  shown  was  a  litter-cutter,  for  cutting  straw 
into  long  lengths  for  beddinsr.  By  the  addition  of 
ckange  wheels  it  msy  be  adapted  for  cutting  chaff.  Bean 
ud  oat  mills,  root- washers,  and  sets  of  horse  gear  were  the 
other  artidea  shown. 

Coleman  and  Morton,  of  Chelmsford,  entered  horse 
gar  for  competition,  and  some  oilcake  breakers.  They 
il»  had  on  their  stand  a  miscellaneous  collection  of  useful 
implements  including  cultivators,  potato  diggers,  manure 
and  water  carts.  A.  patent  steerage  horse  hoe,  made  to 
ttke  ten  rows,  with  a  new  method  of  adjusting  the  draught, 
*M  entered  as  a  new  implement. 

nant  and  Pickering,  of  Leicester,  made  a  very  fine  and 
eitcDsive  display  of  useful  implements.  To  say  nothing  of 
hone  power  gearing,  grist  mills,  com  crushen,  nke 
hreikera,  and  turnip  cntten,  they  entered  several  cheese 
pKttei,  and  some  serviceable  ploughs  and  horse  hoes. 
Their  mowen  and  reapen  for  two  horses  wen  described 
to  hare  tome  improvdl  features.  The  mower  is  adapted 
to  cat  equally  weU  npon  ridge  and  fnrrow  as  upon  fiat 
jDodow  land,  and  theeutting  steel  parts  are  an  important 
improTement.  Another  form  has  the  back-delivery  reap- 
ing attachments,  so  as  to  make  it  a  complete  combined 
iQtthine.  A  light  and  simple  reaper,  adapted  for  back, 
tide,  aod  awathe  delivery,  cuts  breadth  of  five  feet. 

Bali  and  Son,  of  Rothwell,  drew  attention  by  their 
;  fine  collection  of  waggons  and  carta.     Some  of  their  har- 
I  fows  were  characterised  by  improvements,  and  their  sack- 
holdera  appeared  to  be  simple  and  useful  contrivances. 

Samndaon  and  Co.,  of  Banbnry,  contented  themselves 
with  exhibiting   reapen  and    mowen,  the  specialitiea 

of  which  sie  wdl  known,  and  Gardner's  turnip  cntten. 
BottthwtUaiid  Co.,  of  Rogdey,  exhibited  a  great  many 


improvcinenta  and  novelties  in  chaffcuttcrs,  cake  breakers, 
turnip  alicen  and  pulpera,  cheese  presses  and  stooU,  and 
mills,  besides  cultivaton  and  rollen,  the  specialities  of 
which  we  have  no  S]}ace  to  enumerate. 

Nioholson,  of  Newark,  brought  forward  eight  vertical 
engines  of  modente  horse  power,  some  of  the  smaller  ones 
being  specially  adapted  for  driving  chafT-cnttcrs,  churns, 
and  suchlike.  He  also  entered  several  cake  crushen  and 
breaken  for  trial.  This  maker  was  also  strong  in  hay- 
making machines  and  horse-rakes,  winnowers,  and  other 
useful  farm  implements. 

Wallis  and  Steevens,  of  Basingstoke,  had  two  portable 
steam-enginea  on  the  ground  working  thrashing  machines 
and  devaton  or  stacken.  They  also  exhibited  a  number 
of  their  ploughs  and  patent  harrows,  with  teeth  ranging 
firom  6|  inches  to  12  inches  in  length. 

Tumen,  of  Ipswich,  had  two  fixed  and  three  portable 
engines  in  the  yard,  bMidea  a  good  assortment  of  various 
crushing  mills,  cake  breaken,  floor  mills,  and  other 
articles  of  their  mannfiactura. 

The  stand  of  MeUard's  Trent  Foundry,  of  Rngeley, 
was  principally  noticeable  for  its  dairy  appliances,  es- 
pecially cheese  presses  and  curd  mills.  Pugh's  improved 
self-acting  cheesemaking  apparatus  for  cuttiug,  gathering, 
pressing,  and  vetting  of  curds  is  simple  in  construction, 
economizes  labour,  and  produces  more  and  better  curd 
than  by  handmaking.  This  firm  entered  also  several  very 
good  com  mills,  chaff-cutten,  oUcake  breaken,  and  root 
pulverizen  in  the  trials.  An  improved  double-action 
havmaker  was  also  shown,  which  is  a  strong  and  service- 
able machine,  with  backward  and  forward  motion,  and  a 
simple  method  of  raising  and  lowering  the  tine  barrels. 

Qnj  and  Co.,  of  Uddingston,  brought  forward  no  less 
than  SIX  improved  ploughs,  described  in  the  catalogue  u 
"new  implements."  They  are  double  furrow  ploughs, 
with  the  exception  of  one— a  triole  fhrrow,  which,  it  ia 
stated,  can  be  worked  on  light  soils  with  three  horses. 

McKenzie  and  Sons,  of  Cork,  obtained  high  commenda- 
tion for  a  very  useful  article— their  patent  mower  and 
reaper  knife-grinder  and  rest,  which  was  brought  out  in 
America  a  short  time  ago,  and  is  now  largely  in  use  in 
this  country.  It  combines  in  one  implement  a  knife- 
grinder,  common  grindstone,  and  a  knife  rest.  The  knife 
is  held  in  position  by  a  small  pinching  screw ;  a  convex 
stone  block,  worked  by  a  crank,  acts  on  one  side  each 
of  two  sections  in  an  oblique  reciprocal  motion.  It  grinda 
from  point  to  end,  requiring  only  a  boy  to  manage  the 
whole  thing.  Their  turnip  and  mangold  sower,  which 
sained  a  ulver  medal  at  Manchester  kst  year,  is  well 
known. 

Tye,  of  Lincoln,  besides  com  mills,  ooprolite  mills, 
devaton,  and  all  mill  utensils,  had  an  dght-horse  portable 
engine. 

The  old-established  and  well-known  seed-houses 
made  large  and  handsome  displays  of  roots,  seeds,  and 
forage  plants,  the  atanda  of  Sutton  and  Sons,  Thomas 
Oibbs  and  Co.,  and  J.  Carter  and  Co.  bdng  esperidly 
noticeable. 


The  following  corrections  have  been  reedved  : — 

The  Fixed  Steam-engine  Trials. — ^The  time  run  by 
Marahall,  Sons,  and  Co.,  of  Gainaborough,  with  the  Ten* 
horse  power  Engine,  was  2  houra  42  minutes.  The 
figures  in  our  report  wen  transposed. 

Crushen  for  Steam  or  Horse-Power. — Corbett  and 
Sons,  of  Wellington,  Sdop,  did  not  go  to  trial. 

Bone  Mills. — ^The  BeverleT  Company  roller  was  a 
single  not  a  double  one,  and  the  total  turned  out  by  that 
machine  8  cwt.  S|lbs.— viz.,  dust  1  qr.  2Slbs.,  i-inch 
8  qn.  51b8.,  i-inch  8  qn.  25ilbs.,  rongh  8  qn.  61bs. 
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THE    BIBMINGHAM    HOBSE    SHOW, 
IN  BINGLEY  HALIi. 


iJthongh  the  Hall  was  sot  packed  quite  so  full  as  we 
IkUTe  seen  it,  still  there  were  plenty  of  animals  gathered 
together  to  have  made  a  good  show,  provided  they  had 
been  of  the  right  sort.    Unhappily  this  was  not  the  case, 
and  we  looked  for  good  horses  even  as  the  parched  up 
country  has  in  many  places  gasped  and  thirsted  for  sum- 
mer showers,  which  many  a  tiller  of  the  soil  knows  to 
his  cost  have  heen  by  far  too  few.    Nevertheless  there 
were  some  plums  in  the  pudding,  and  as  the  hall  was 
nicely  ventilated,  and  the  custom  of  mixing  up  larking 
with  business  abolished,  together  with  another  wearisome 
fiulure,  that  of  bringing  the  horses  in  class  after  class 
before  the  judges  and  the  public,  it  was  altogether  an 
agreeable  and  interesting  meeting.    On  first  ratering  the 
▼ard  we  were  told  that  it  was  rather  strange  that  the  three 
judges  of  hunters  weie  Northamptonshire  men — ^for  the 
neat  residence  in  stone  and  slate  that  you  glide  by  on  the 
right  after  leaving  Rugby  for  Birmingham  is  well  known 
as  once  the  residence  of  Mr.  Oldacre,  the  London  saddler 
and  purchaser  of  horses — and  before  leaving  the  yard  that 
it  was  still  more  curious  that  the  chief  prizes  should  find 
their  way  to  Wansford  in  England,  which  is  also  in  the 
same  county.    We  do  not  for  a  moment  say  that  there 
was  any  unfair  leaning  to  the  grass  country  and  to  a 
feUow-sportsman,  but  we  think  that  such  a  remarkable 
coincidence  should  be  avoided  for  the  future,  as  some  of 
the  exhibitors  were  not  particular  in  picking  phrases  when 
giving  vent  to  their  feelings,  laying  the  emphasis  on  an 
«xpressive  word  as  strong  as  ever  Keeley  the  actor  did  in 
one  of  his  parts, 

"  This  is  the  scene  the  painter  drew. 
Here's  the  rock  and  there  the  blasted  jew,** 


But  in  the  ladies'  horses,  when  Mr.  Elliott  and  Migor 
Barlow  were  judging,  was  the  sensation  scene  of  the  play  I 
where  after  a  lengthy  deliberation  they  awarded  the  plating- 
looking  unmannerly  Squire  from  Wansford  the  blue 
riband,  in  preference  not  only  to  one  or  two  others  but  to 
Mr.  Jones's  neat  blood-like  bay  by  Artillery,  as  nice  a 
horse  for  the  purpose,  in  manners,  form,  action,  and 
temper,  as  one  would  wish  to  see — a  verdict  that  de- 
servedly brought  forth  hisses,  and  that  was  enough  to 
choke  Mr.  Jones  or  any  other  man  from  exhibiting  again. 
We  believe,  as  many  did,  that  the  bay  was  the  horse 
Major  Barlow  went  for,  and  if  so,  we  think  that  he  ought 
to  have  stood  out  for  his  opinion  as  he  would  for  his 
country,  or  at  any  rate  he  should  have  called  in  a  third  party 
.  — some  known  judge  of  horses  for  general  purposes,  and 
not  one  whose  qualification  is  his  having  given  so  many 
thousands  for  such  a  horse,  like  the  gentleman  who  on  the 
strength  of  his  having  parted  with  £50  for  a  Cochin  China 
cock  was  appointed  a  judge  of  poultry,  and  soon  after 
locked  up  by  his  friends.  Surely  after  such  a  decision  there 
ought  to  be  a  court  of  appeal,  or  at  least  the  ladies  for  the 
future  allowed  to  judge  for  themselves  as  they  could  not  fall 
into  such  a  mistake,  or  give  greater  dissatisfaction. 
The  four-days'  show  commenced  on  Tuesday,  the  16th  of 
August,  Captain  Clarke,  Messrs.  Oldacre,  and  Elliott, 
proceeding  a  little  after  nine  with  the  thorough-bred 
stallions;  the  Captain  taking  a  rather  passive  part 
throughout,  while  the  other  two  seemed  to  go  well 
together.  There  was  nothing  among  the  thorough-breds 
^ip  to  Palesman  of  last  fear,  comprising  a9  the^  did 


Legislator  by  Yoltigeur,  a  short  hoiM  of  iw  aabstanfie, 
and  his  toes  in ;  Laughing  Stock  by  Stoekwell,  an  otcc- 
topped  deformity,  a  Flatcatcher,  and  as  untrue  a  mads  hone 
throughout  as  we  ever  wish  to  see,  and  this  we  say  in  the 
face  of  all  the  prises  he  has  taken  from  the  time  Mi. 
Cookson  started  him  with  the  Royal  £100  at  Newcaatle, 
and  we  have  plenty  to  back  us  in  our  opinion.    What 
the  judges  can  see  in  him  but  beef  we  cannot  comprehe&d, 
but  we  have  set  our  pen  against  him  from  the  first,  ai  we 
did  against  Beechwood,  Master  of  Arts,  and  a  hoft  of 
others,  as  we  well  recollect  it  was  thought  at  the  time  to 
be  a  bit  of  presumption  on  our  part  to  differ  with  prw- 
tical  men,  as  it  was  with  Mr.  Oldacre  in  *67,  when  h 
put  False  Alarm  before  Scottish  Chief,  and  the  woodea 
Master  of  Arts  and  Voyageur  before  Mountain  Dew  and 
other  horses  that  could  move.    Of  course  a  man  who 
watches  show  after  show,  and  who  has  given  up  hii 
time  to  the  love  of  the  thing,  as  well  as  heard  the 
opinions  of  some  of  the  best  men  in  the  countiy  oyer 
horses  both  on  form  and  action,  cannot  know  aoythiog 
about  it ;  while  some  lad  just  out  of  his  teens,  who  hi 
escaped  drawing  corks  or  serving  out  sugar,  through 
picking  up  a  little  dog  Latin  during  a  six-month's  atiy  or 
so  at  Camden  Town,  can  bounce  into  a  ring  and  ditqnality 
a  horse,  though  a  couple  of  most  potent-grave  and  re?ertsd 
seniors  beg  to  differ  with  him  I     Surdv  we  are  aa  easy- 
going people,  when  we  know  what  mistakes  doctors  make, 
even  when  we  can  point  out  vhere  the  pain  is  oaradres. 
"  But  we  are  diverging,"  as  the  diner-out  said  when  h 
mistook  the  canal  for  the  towing-path.    The  next  on  tk 
list  was  Professor  Airy   by  Mathematician,  a  neatith 
topped  horse  of  no  substance,  and  not  in  appearance  a 
hunter  sire.   Bertie  by  Newminster  we  had  our  say  aboot 
as  a  hunter  sire  at  Wakefield,  as  we  had  of  the  \t^ 
Alcibiades  by  Cossack  when  he  won  at  lalingtoB,  aod 
that  some  say  is  like  his  sire,  and  that  we  say  juat  ahoat 
as  much  as  Tom  Spring  was  like  Tom  Sayers,  the  nKtfJ 
civil  of  boxers,  being  a  fine  big-boned  man,  while  the 
other  was  gipsy-like  and  wiry.      Then  Idler  by  U« 
Flying  Dutchman  is  deficient  of  bone  ;  and  Sincerity  by 
Red  Hart  we  have  given  a  portrait  of  in  our  Oxford  atd 
Wakefield  reports,  while  Carlton  by  StockweU,  bdonpng 
to  the  same  stable,  was  an  absentee,  as  were  all  Mr. 
Casson's  other  entries,  in  consequence  of  the  a»th  u 
his  father.     Hercules  by  Kemptown  could  not  bcloag 
to  the  crew,  as  his  dam  Polly  by  Hereford,  a  jerj 
handsome  hackney  mare  that  took  a  second  for  brwa 
mares  at  Oxford,  is  not  in  the  Stud  Book.    The  lart 
on  the  Ust  was  Jupiter  by  Weatherbit,  who  when  a 
yearling  was   the  hero   of   the   ring  at   one  of  w^ 
Middle  Park  sales  according  to  "Nunquam  ponnio, 
who  thus  describes  him;  "The  interest  of  the  wfioie 
affair     culminates     as     the     brother     to     iiefm^ 
the  finest  furnished  yearling  we  ever  set  eyes  upon,  ^ 
slowly  round  with  an  extraordinary  long  Po^cr^V  m^' 
There  was  a  strong  competition,  snd  Mr.  Jsckson  became 
his  owner  for  620  guineas;"  but  tcre  Jupiter  wMt^ 
noticed,  and  the  shuffling  going  Professor  Airy  beatt  n^ 
for  a  phice.  Laughing-stock  is  second,  and  SmccntJ^fl^ 
having  now  played  first,  second,  and  third  at  BirmingMO; 
Wakefield,  and  Oxford,  he  and  Langhing-atock  holding 
the  same  pUces  as  they  did  at  Wakefield,  wen^^- 
Elliott,  also,  acted  a^  a  judge.   Jupiter  t«k»  w*«*"' 
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ifUr  hii  nn  ind  Neptinras,  but  it  not  lo  lonnd  in  the 
buKl  or  w  poweiftil  and  mvaciilar  in  his  frame,  nor  has 
lie  the  beaotifQl  limbs  of  the  old  hone,  but  then  he  has 
not  Westherbit's  weakness  behind  the  shoulder  to  such  an 
extent.  He  is  a  lathy  wiry  hone  of  fair  form  that  we 
in  not  in  lore  with,  bnt  we  wonld  jnst  as  soon  or  sooner 
Mid  s  man  to  him  with  the  chance  of  breeding  a  hnnter, 
If  we  would  to  Langhing-stoeh,  Professor  Aiiy, 
Aleibiades,  Idler,  or  Legislator,  as  there  are  six  of  one  and 
half-a-dozen  of  the  other.  Langhing-stock  is  more 
likely,  perhaps,  to  get  weight  earrien,  if  like  gets  like ; 
u  in  that  case  they  will  hare  qnite  enongh  to  do  to  carry 
themselTes. 

Let  US  now  pass  on  to  the  hnnten  exceeding  fifteen 
bnds  snd  a  half,  np  to  fifteen  stone  with  hounds; 
ind,  taking  them  as  a  lot,  there  was  not  a  fint  class 
psnenger  among  them.  We  are  not  speaking  of  under* 
groond  sweOs  that  will  not  bear  the  light,  and  Uiat  can  cut 
tdash  for  fonrpence,  or  of  the  short  distance  gentlemen 
who  settle  dovru  into  the  second  class  when  they  get  out 
of  their  own  county,  but  of  the  genus  genuine,  who  can 
go  the  pace  and  distance  from  end  to  end.  The  &rit  hone, 
the  Yankee,  from  Wansford,  is  a  strong  beast,  but  lacks 
quality,  and  is  OTcr  at  his  shoulder -points,  with  his  forelegs 
tiDder  him,  aud  these  he  does  not  get  away  in  his  walk ; 
ilthoagh  he  seemed  to  use  them  better  in  his  gallop 
from  what  we  could  see  in  a  circus.  Then,  Tipperary 
wu  a  very  coarse-looking  gentleman  when  he  took  a  prize 
here  ai  a  four-year-old,  but  he  has  fined  a  bit,  and  is  a 
good-shaped  horse  barring  his  head ;  and  the  society  he 
was  now  m  suited  him.  Widmerpool,  the  third  prize,  is  a 
compact  hunting-like  horse  on  a  diort  leg,  with  great 
power,  but  with  his  jowl  set  too  £sr  into  his  neck. 
The  Don,  from  the  same  stable,  is  lengthy,  of  good  form 
m  top  and  limbs,  but  does  not  look  of  a  hardy  constitu- 
tion, slthough  he  can  move ;  while  Major  Barlow's  Fox 
and  Mr.  SiuiJEey's  bay  were  not  without  breed  and 
honting  characteristics.  Next  came  the  fifteen  hands  and 
a  half  hunten,  without  condition  as  to  weight,  which, 
like  last  J  ear,  was  the  class  of  the  show.  Among  the 
lot  were  Mr.  Lucy's  beautiful  mare  Heroine,  the  first  at 
Islington  this  year,  as  well  as  Golden  Hoe,  that  played 
second  to  her — a  mare  that  Lords  Portsmouth  and 
Corentty,  together  with  Mr.  Chaplin,  thought  better  than 
the  gig  horse  who  won  the  Badsworth  hunt  cup  at  Wake- 
field; bnt  here  Messn.  Oldacra  and  Elliott  won't  look  at 
Her,  ss  she  is  drafted  one  of  the  firet,  without  even 
patting  her  through  her  paces,  though  this  class  is  without 
condition  as  to  weight ;  and  the  Heroine  is  as  neat  a  light 
hnnter  as  ever  stepped;  while  Golden  Hue,  who  is 
cramped  in  his  forehand  and  not  near  so  free  a  mover, 
they  keep  in  and  award  a  third  prize,  as  they  can  afford 
to  do,  having  got  rid  of  the  Heroine.  "  But,"  says  some 
'cats  gentleman,  "what  limbs  Golden  Hue  hat  to  the 
msre  1"  and  we  grasp  them  and  find  the  difference  men 
^  splitting.  Major  Barlow's  neat  lengthy  man 
Bmnette  fares  much  the  same  as  the  Heroine ;  while  one 
Rally  nice  horse  and  a  goer,  Mr.  Bilke's  Genial  Bov, 
comes  in  for  a  commendation.  Mr.  Richards'  Ashwell, 
a  thoroQghbred  colt,  that  we  spoke  well  of  last  year,  with 
the  exeeption  of  being  a  little  throaty,  when  first  in  the 
fonr.year-olds,  is  now  a  gelding,  and  came  in  for  a  high 
commendation.  The  second  prize,  Highfiyer,  is  of  fair 
fonn  and  breed,  and  can  move ;  while  the  winner,  Mr. 
Percival's  Granby  by  Gemma  di  Vergy,  dam  by  Belzoni, 
Jred  by  Mr.  Watson,  of  Dorsley,  Totness,  where  we 
nave  seen  many  a  good  one,  is  a  deep  level-topped 
horse  of  quality,  as  his  pedigree  would  lead  one  to  expect, 
hardjr  looking,  with  a  nicely-proportioned  length  of  leg, 
hat  rather  light  of  bone  for  his  top,  and  he  did  not 
move  at  sU  freely.  Tres-aoe,  a  big,  narrow,  lathy, 
m&ut  ham  of  bieed|  that  waa  Booond  to  Topatall 


kat  year,  was  not  notifled.  The  hnnten  not  csoeeding 
fifteen  and  a-half  were  a  poor  lot,  and  we  doubted  whether 
the  judgea  would  award  a  prize,  as  the  best.  Coxcomb, 
who  took  two  prizes  at  Islington,  is  but  a  neat  back  or 
ladies'  horse.  The  gentleman  up  caused  a  little  amus^ 
ment  when  taking  him  over  the  gone  bar  for  the  first 
time  by  making  a  patent  safety  of  the  pommel ;  however, 
he  did  it  yeiy  cleverly  the  second  time  without  such  aid. 
On  our  asking  a  friend  by  our  side  whether  that  was  the 
way  he  held  on,  he  nplied,  very  quietly,  *'  Not  in  public." 
The  four-year-olds  were  not  grand,  and  we  thought  Mr. 
Holmea  was  more  deserving  of  the  prize  in  this  class  than 
when  he  waa  second  to  Ghranby  ;  but  not  so  much  with  his 
highly-commended  bay  by  Planet,  who  seemed  a  little 
tucked  up  in  his  back  ribs  and  peacoeky  in  his  quarten, 
as  with  Prudence,  a  wiry-looking  wear-and-tear  black. 
The  fint-prize,  Walton,  can  move,  and  was  of  fair  form, 
while  Doctor  de  Jongh  was  not  exactly  of  the  hunter- 
stamp,  though  with  plenty  of  quality,  and  Mr.  Roots'  com- 
mended, that  Mr.  Oldacre  kicked  into  a  scnmble  of 
some  sort  round  the  ring,  and  then  got  off,  and  looked 
at,  was  a  thick-set,  bad-shouldered  cob,  with  nothing 
of  the  hunter  about  him.  In  a  fitir  lot  of  three-year-olds 
the  fint  and  second  two-year-olds  of  last  year  took  the 
same  places ;  the  fint,  a  chesnut  colt  by  Saxon,  looking 
anything  but  well  done  by,  while  the  fiUy  by  the  Lawyer 
could  not  be  in  better  trim.  The  third  had  a  good  fore- 
hand ;  and  Blankney,  out  of  a  fiavourite  mare  of  Mr. 
Chaplin's,  was  rather  high  on  the  leg.  The  othen  we 
noticed  were  Mr.  Frost's  Comet  and  Mr.  Richards's 
Tommy  Dodd.  In  the  two-year-olds  Mr.  Richards  was 
again  to  the  fore,  playing  fint  and  third  with  a  deep 
g^od-limbed  thorough-bred  colt  by  Morocco,  out  of  a 
Fingal  mare,  and  a  nice-formed  one  of  not  so  much  sub- 
stance, but  a  free  mover,  by  Lacydes.  The  second  was  a 
long  narrow  colt  of  no  depth  by  Hurrah,  while  the  com* 
mended,  a  chesnut  with  four  white  legs,  pleased  us  better 
than  the  highly-commended,  whose  shoulders  were  not 
quite  right. 

The  second  day  eommenoed  with  the  roadsten  and 
hacks  exceeding  fifteen  hands  ¥rith  Major  Barlow  and  Mr. 
Elliott  in  the  judgment  seat.  Mr.  Holmes  won  easily 
with  a  well-made  brown,  cobby-hack,  of  great  power,  that 
could  move;  the  second.  The  General,  being  a  lathy 
thorough-brad  looking  hone,  with  gingerly  dancing 
action.  The  next  lot,  the  weight-carrying  hacks,  were 
very  poor  with  the  exception  of  half-a-dozen ;  the  blue 
riband  going  to  Alonzo,  a  bay  of  some  character  with  a 
drooping  quarter,  and  by  no  means  perfect  in  form ;  but 
he  moved  strong  and  well,  beating  a  very  handsome  red 
roan  hack,  Redpath,  firom  Charlecote  Park,  where  they  go 
for  beauty  as  well  as  form,  as  we  never  saw  an  ugly  one 
from  that  quarter.  Mr.  Elliott  rode  the  two,  pulling 
Alonzo  together  and  making  the  bay  look  twice  the  horse 
under  him,  that  he  did  with  his  groom  op ;  but 
as  he  did  not  get  the  mouth  of  Redpath  he  showed 
to  less  advantage  with  the  judge  than  he  did 
with  his  neatly  got-up  attendant.  The  third  was  a  useful 
one  of  Mr.  Holmes',  aud  we  think  second  at  Beverley. 
The  next  best  were  Mr.  Wilde's  Brown  Bess,  from 
Bridgnorth,  and  Mr.  Prast's,  of  Stretford's  Rufus.  Mr. 
Homsby's  old  mare  Beda  won  it  last  year,  bnt  now  was 
shown  in  a  ladies'  class,  with  her  stable  companion 
Odd  Trick ;  but  we  think  both  would  have  fiared  better 
as  gentleman's  hacks.  In  the  cobs  under  fourteen  hands, 
after  a  little  rattling  the  dice  turned  up  in  favour  of 
Chicken  Hazard,  a  good  topped,  very  stylish  pony  of 
thirteen  two,  with  that  peculiar  straight,  marching, 
hesitating  action,  although  we  thought  the  chances  were 
six  to  four  in  favour  of  Mr.  Marfleet's  fashionable  gentle* 
man  Starlight,  a  much  better  goer,  though  a  trifle  slack 
in  his  back.    The  second,  Clevelandi  a  strong,  weU-mado 
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one,  from  Tkargftrtoli  Priory,  with  power  and  action, 
would  hare  looked  none  tke  wone  if  the  gentle- 
man in  the  red  waistcoat  had  paid  a  little  more 
attention  to  hie  nag's  toilet.  The  Colonel  was  perhape 
more  of  the  cob  cat  than  either,  and  took  up  the  same 
position  as  he  did  Ust  year.  The  next  was  the  sensation 
class  that  we  alladed  to  in  the  beginning,  where  the 
Sqnire  of  Wansford,  as  a  lady's  horse,  was  pat  orer  the 
heads  of  Mr.  Jones'  bay  ;  Mr.  Badham^s  Eclipse ; 
Miy'or  Qnentin's  Burnt  Sienna,  a  second  prize  taker  at 
Islington ;  Mr.  Garnett's  Elegance,  well  known  on  the 
London  boards ;  Mr.  Hobson's  Artist ;  and  Mr.  Richards' 
Shambally,  who  figured  as  the  prize  hnnter  not  exceeding 
fifteen  two  Isst  year.  The  commended  Baton,  a  chesnnt 
from  Wansford,  was  more  to  our  fsncy  than  his  stable 
companion,  but  as  a  chai^,  and  not  a  Udy's  horse,  Mr. 
Badham's  old  grey  Miyor,  who  is  as  well-known  in  the 
ring  as  the  gentleman  in  the  white  hat  and  crape  that 
stcored  him,  most  have  nearly  filled  the  stocking  with  prize 
money  by  this  time,  as  hit  victories  are  as  numberless 
as  the  stars.  He  again  ]4ayed  the  conqueror  in  ladies' 
horses  not  exceeding  fifteen  hands,  with  Lady  Jane  as  his 
second,  an  iron  grey  of  a  good  figure ;  but  a  skittidi 
young  lady  of  a  aueer  temper,  that  was  coutinnally 
kicking  up  her  beds.  The  commended  was  a  pretty 
weed  from  Cowbridge ;  while  old  Beda  and  her  young  man 
could  not  keep  step  together,  lost  their  tempers,  and  were 
bowed  out  by  the  master  of  the  ceremonies.  Miss  Bevy, 
of  Leamington,  showed  a  rather  taking  grey  mare  by 
Cregane,  an  Irish  stalliou  shown  at  Wakefield,  and  Mr. 
Hobday  a  neat  black  hack  called  Robin  Hood.  The 
harness  horses  exceeding  fifteen  hands  high  were  not  up 
to  much,  with  the  exc^on  of  the  winner,  Greenfield, 
who  is  a  lengthy,  short-legged,  stylish-looking  horse, 
for  Mr.  Browning's  grey  was  rather  common-looking, 
and  Mr.  Thome  showed  a  bay  with  a  rather  waapy 
middle,  that  was  a  capital  morer,  going  oily  and  wdl. 
In  the  next  lot  in  harness  exceeding  thirteen  hands  and 
a-half  and  not  exoeeding  fifteen  h^ds,  tb^re  were  not 
many  of  anything  like  the  first  water;  the  Princess 
being  a  clever  mare,  with  nothing  extraordinary  about 
Mr.  Blyth's  second,  but  why  Leybourne  is  continually 
passed  over  as  a  ^g-horse  we  should  like  to  know,  as  the 
way  he  carries  himself,  with  his  beautiful  action  makes 
up  for  a  little  lightness  in  his  back  ribs.  Many  of  these 
horses  in  harness  had  not  their  numbers.  With  nothing 
worth  mentioning  to  oppose  him,  Mr.  Holmes  won  in 
harness  pairs  with  a  couple  of  dark  browns,  fine  looking 
horses,  but  they  did  not  null  well  together,  going  in  a 
sheepish  sort  of  way,  with  their  tails  tucked  in  and  their 
eyes  and  ears  working  backwards  and  forwards,  eridently 
not  more  at  home  in  the  circus  than  some  couples  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen  when  making  their  first  appearance 
in  a  public  coffee-room  in  this  country.  For  horses  or 
ponies  Mr.  Thome  was  awarded  the  prize  for  the  best 
appointed  tandem,  neither  the  leader  or  wheeler  being 
remarkable  for  anything  good.  To  our  mind,  Mr. 
Idler's  turn  out,  with  two  rather  varmint-looking  bay 
ponies,  well  in  hand,  was  by  far  the  best,  but  the  prize 
iuTariably  goes  to  horses  jiere  upon  this  reasoning: 
"Would  you  not  rather  sit  behind  horses  than  little 
bits  of  twisting  ponies?"  There  were  a  great  manv 
ponies,  but  as  with  the  horses  the  ordioaiy  ones  prevailed, 
and  the  beautifnl  were  few  and  (ar  between.  But  is  not 
this  the  same  with  all  things,  and  it  has  often  strack  us, 
as  we  dare  say  it  has  many  before,  when  gazing  out  of 
some  hotel  window  at  the  people  passing,  that 
if  war  were  declared  between  the  ugly  and  the 
hmdaome,  how  the  good-looking  ones  would  soon 
-»uted.  Of  course,  we  should  be  neutral, 
he  ugly  mugs  insisted  on  our  leading  them  on. 
no  time  to  notice  the  little  fry,  but  cannot  pass 


over  suck  as  Mr.  Homsby's  sweet  little  chelant,  Led/ 
Mary,  that  any  lad  would  fisll  in  love  with;  Mr.  Eaton's 
Beauty,  Mr.  Adderley's  Vulcan,  Mr.  Bower's  Jemmy, 
and  Captain  Brooke's  Fatty.  In  the  cob  stallions  the 
tug  of  war  was  between  St.  George,  the  Islington  snd 
•Oxford  prize  cob,  and  Mr.  Milward's  Sleaford  ^ro,  Don 
Carlos,  over  which  the  house  divided,  and  Mr.  Gnham, 
of  Yardley,  was  called  in  to  decide,  who  gave  it  in  fsroiir 
of  Bon  C^loe,  a  verdict  that  we  should  quite  agree  with, 
provided  the  Don  was  as  good  behind  as  he  is  before. 
The  agricultural  and  dray  horses  do  not  muster  in  great 
numbers  in  Bingley  Ilall,  but  what  there  are  of  them  are 
generally  good.  In  the  agricultural  stallions  the  first- 
prize  two-year-old  at  Oxford  not  quriified  to  compete  is 
Clydesdale  or  Suffolk,  Nonpareil;  a  veir  deep  weU- 
made  horse,  on  a  short  1^,  with  not  the  best  hesd 
or  eye,  beat  the  well-known  Clydesdale,  Youag  Loftj, 
about  the  handsomest  cart  horse  we  ever  saw ;  while  the 
gaudy  coloured  Young  Champion,  the  second  at  Oxford, 
was  third.  There  was  a  solitary  and  vcrv  moderate  spe- 
cimen of  a  Suffolk  exhibited  by  Mr.  Beale  Brown.  There 
were  four  four-year-olds,  the  third  at  Oxford  in  mares  and 
foals,  a  grey,  Nelly  by  name,  being  the  first,  and  a  osefol 
active  looking  bay  of  Mr.  Bullivant's  second,  while  Mr. 
Brierlv's  ehesnnt  Warwick,  the  second  at  Wakefield  in  i 
capital  class,  was  nowhere !  In  dray  horses  it  will  he  seen 
that  Mr.  Brierly  beat  the  Midland  Railway  Company,  who 
exhibited  a  couple  of  very  fair  specimens. 

PRIZB    LIST. 

JUDGSS.— F.  Oldakcr,  London. 

Captain  Clarke,  Spratton. 
J.  Elliott,  Towoeiter. 
Msjor  Barlow,  Woodbridge. 
J.  Borberiy,  Stratford-OD-AvoB. 
R.  Swale,  Wolverhampton. 
Thorough  bred  stallions  for  getting  hunters.— First  priie, 
£30,  J.  Cassoa,  Bnrgh-by-Sands,  Carhale  (Sincerity) ;  teeond, 
£10.  J.  Moffat,  Kirklittton,  Carlisle  (Laughing  Stoek);  thiid, 
£6,  W.  Eobinson,  Bonehill,  Tamworth  (Rofessor  Airy). 

Hanters  exceeding  15  hands  2  inches,  cqnal  to  15  stone,  3 
years  old  and  upwards.— ?int  prize,  £S0,  T.  PensTsl,  Wsu- 
ford,  Northampton  (The  Yankee) ;  second,  £10,  Westky 
Richards  (Tipperary) ;  third,  £5,  Westley  Richards  (Widmif- 


pod). 
Hui 


— unters  exceeding  16  hands  2  inches,  without  condition  u 
to  weight,  5  years  old  and  upwards. — ^First  prize,  £30,  T. 


FerciTia  (Qranby)  >  second,  £10,  G.  Holmes,  Bererley  (High- 
flyer) ;  third,  £6,  H.  Spencer  Lucy,  Warwick  (Golden  Hoe). 
UiRuly  commended:    Westley  Richards  (Ashwell).    (?ch&- 


mended :  C.  F.  Dilke,  Coleshill  (Genial  Boy). 

Hunters  not  exceeding  15  hands  2  inches  high.— First  prire, 
£20,Migor  Qoentin,  Cheltenham  (Oixoomb);  second,  110, 
F.  Blakeway,  Stourbridge  (Surprise). 

Hunters  four  years  old. — Fint  prise,  £20,  A.  Nevnss, 
Winohcomb,  Gloucester  (Walton) ;  second,  £10,  W.  H.Ho^, 
Leamington  (Doctor  de  Jonghj  ;  third,  £5,  0.  Milvsrd, 
Moseley  (black  ffBldinai.  fiSghly  commeaded:  Q.  Hohnes 
(bay).    (>ommended :  W.  Root,  Leamington. 

Three  yean  old  colts  or  fillies,  for  hunting  porpoaes.— Km 
prise,  £20,  Westley  Richards  (chesnut  colt) ;  second.  £10.  T. 
Argyle,  Tamworth  (Jenny).  Commended :  G.  Mitchell,  Bo- 
ton-on-Trent  (Blanniey). 

Two  years  old  colts  and  fillies,  for  hunting  pnrpoMS.— nnt 
prize,  £15,  Westley  Ricliards  (bay  colt) ;  second,  £10,  J- 
Mordaunt,  Staple  HiU,  Warwick  (ehesnnt  eolt) ;  third,  A 
Westley  Richards  (bay  cdt).  Highly  oomraeaded:  T.Jooei. 
Shrewsbury  (brojrn).  Commended:  G.  J.  Mitchell, Buton- 
on-Trent  (chiMnttt  colt). 


y^tighi  carrying  hacks,  exoeeding  14  hsnds  snd  not  exMed* 


mingham. 

Weight  carrying  hacks,  exoeeding  14  hsnds  snfl  noi  ewc^- 
ing  16  hands  2  inches.— First  prize,  £16,  G.  Wilkes,  ftnuv* 
ham  (Alonzo) ;  second,  £10,  H.  Spencer  Lncy,  Wsrt >cfi 
(Redpath) ;  third,  £5,  G.  Holmes  (brown  mare). 
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Cobs  not  exceeding  14  hands  high.— First  prise,  £15,  CtDt. 
J.  8.  Bollard,  Cowbndge  (Chicken  Hazud) ;  second,  £10,  H. 
Miivard,  Tburgarton  Trioiy,  NotU  (CleTeland) ;  third,  £6, 
E  E.  Willisma,  Handsworth  (The  Colonel).  Commended : 
C.  Harfleet,  Newark  (SUrlight). 

Ladies'  hoTses,  exceeding  15  hands  high. — First  prize,  £15, 
T.  Feraral  (The  Squire)  ;  second,  £5,  %  B.  Jones,  Chelten- 
ham ffaaj).    Highly  commended :  T.  ?erciral  (The  Baron). 

Ladies'  horses,  not  exceeding  15  hands  high. — First  prize, 
£15,6.D.Badham,  Sndhory  (Major) ;  second  £5,  W.  H.  Har- 
rison,  Ozendon,  Northampton  (Lady  Jane).  Commended :  R. 
N.  Hooper,  Cowbridge  (The  Hart). 

Harness  horses  exceeding  15  hands  high. — First  prize,  £15, 
C.  J.  Shaw,  Edgbaston  (Greenfield) ;  second,  £5,  J.  A.  Brown- 
ing, Birmingham  (Orey  mare). 

Harness  horses  exceeding  14  hands  and  not  exeeedinff  16 
hands  high.— First  prise,  £15.  H.  J.  Bock,  Shrewsoary 
(Triscen) ;  second,  £5,  T.  W.  Blyth,  Evesham  (Bay  gelding). 

Fairs  of  harness  horses.— Prize,  i620,  G.  Holmes,  Bererley. 

Tandems,  horses  or  ponies.— 'Prize,  £5,  G.  Tharme,  Bir- 
niogham. 

Ponies  in  harness,  not  exceeding  14  hands  high.— First 
prize,  £10,  Capt.  W.  J.  Brooke,  Weedon  (Fatty) ;  second, 
£5,  G.  Clements,  Birmingham  (Snltan).  Highly  commended, 
£.  Stereaton,  Swan  Village  (Brown). 

Ponies  not  exceeding  13  hands  high.— First  prize,  £10, 


J.  Homsbj,  Grantham  (Lady  Mary) ;  second,  £5,  J.  Thomas, 
Cardiff  (Minnie). 

In  harness.— First  prise,  £10,  W.  King,  Leighton  Bnzzard 
(Tommy)  ;  second,  £5,  J.  Cooke,  Banbury  (Prince  of  Wales). 
Commended,  J.  Eaton,  SouthweU,  Notts.  (Beauty). 

Ponies,  not  exceeding  12  hands  high,  to  carry  children.— 
First  prize,  £10,  F.  Bower,  BirminghamiJJemmy) ;  second, 
£5,  A.  M.  Hamer,  Stratford-on-Aron  (Kingcraft).  Com* 
mended,  F.  Bower  (Leominster). 

Pairs  of  ponies,  in  liamess.— First  prize,  £10,  Miyor  Qnen- 
tin,  Cheltennam  (Lothair  and  Corisande)  ;  second,  £5,  — 
Male,  Leamington  (Bobin  Hood  and  LittliB  John). 

Stallions,  for  getting  cobs  or  ponies.— First  prize,  i616,  B. 
Milward  (l)on  Carlos) ;  second,  £5,  H.  Roandell,  Otley  (Sir 
George). 

Dray  hones,  four  years  old  and  upwards.— First  prize,  £15, 
C.  W.  Brierly,  Manchester  (Champion) ;  second,  £5,  Midland 


years  old  and  upwards.— First 


Railway  Company  (Captain). 
Agricultural  horses,  four  , —  _. — 

5 rise,  £16,  A.  H.  Thnrsby,  Leamington  (Nelly) ;  second,  £5, 
.  BnllTant,  Birmingham  (Gilbert). 
Stallions.*First  prize,  £30,  W.  Wvnn,  Grafton,  Alcester 
^Nonpareil) ;  second,  £10,  the  Earl  of  Beauchamp,  Worcester 
Toung  Lofty) ;  thiiti,  £5,  J.  Manning,  Wellingboro*  (Young 


NOBTH  AND   EAST  MDINGS    OF  YOBKSHIBB   AGBICULTUBAL   SOCIETY. 


The  Searbro*,  Hackness,  and  North  and  East  Ridings  Agri- 
cnltnral  Society  has  just  held  its  annual  show.  Partly  no 
doubt  from  the  prevalence  of  foot  and  mouth  disease,  and 
partly  from  simiUur  gatherings  being  fixed  for  the  same  day, 
the  ibow  of  homed  cattle  in  numMr  and  in  Quality  was  far 
hdow  vhat  it  has  been  in  previous  years.  The  entries  on 
Priday,  taken  altogether,  numbered  a  little  over  800 ;  last  year 
they  exceeded  1,000. 

The  two  years  old  heifers  made  up  the  only  class  among  the 
Shorthorns  in  which  there  was  a  gooa  competition,  Mr.  Hombv, 
of  Oanton,  taking  the  leadine  prize  aeainst  four  other  breea- 
cn.  Major  Stapylton,  of  York,  took  the  leading  bull  prize 
vith  the  fire  years  old  Lord  Wetherby,  and  was  awarded  also 
tbe  first  nrize  for  bnll  calves.  The  two  years  old  bull  prize 
went  to  Mr.  Robert  Fisher,  of  Beverley,  and  the  three  years 
old  to  Mr.  Frank,  Fylingdales.  The  first  prize  for  ased  heifers 
vas  given  to  Lord  Feversham's  Columbia,  and  the  first 
honour  for  heifers  under  two  years  went  to  Mr.  Uomby. 
There  was  a  fair  show  of  sheep.  The  pigs  made  up  a  good 
shov,  and  most  of  the  dasses  were  well  mkd.  The  disphiy 
of  hones  was  a  pretty  large  one,  and  formed,  as  usual,  the 
chief  feature  of  the  show. 

JuDGu...^}attle,  sheep,  and  piM :  P.  Spencer,  Oaybrook, 
Lntterworth ;  F.  J.  Empson,  Bonby,  Barton-on-Humber ; 
W.  Jobson,  Bnteland,  Hexham.  Hunting  and  nag  horses : 
B.  Walker,  Somerby,  Brigg;  J.  E.  Bennett,  Bosworth 
Grange,  Rusby ;  W.  S.  Atkinson,  Barrowby  Hall,  Wood- 
lesfbrd,  Leeds.  Coaching  and  agricultural  horses:  J.  W. 
Amett,  Ulgham,  Morpeth ;  A.  Tnmbull,  Cxesswell,  Morpeth ; 
W.Wood,Habrough,Ulceby. 
The  following  list  contains  their  principal  awards  t 

CATTLE. 

8HO&THOB27S. 

Bun  of  any  age.— ^First  prize,  Major  Stapylton,  York; 
•econd,  D.  Hartley,  Weaterdale. 

Ball  above  one  and  under  two  years  old. — First  prize,  R. 
Fisher.  Beverley ;  second.  Earl  Feversham,  Hemslev. 

Bnll  calf,  under  twelve  months  old.— First  pnze.  Major 
Stapylton ;  second.  Earl  Feversham. 
^  Cow  or  heifer  above  three  years  old,  in  calf  or  milk.^Prize, 
Ewl  Feversham. 

Heifer  not  exceeding  two  years  old.— First  prize,  T.  Hornby, 
Ganton ;  second,  M^or  Stapylton. 

Ball  above  one  and  under  three  yean  old.«»First  and 
second  priim,  T.  Frank,  Whitby. 


Cow  or  heifer  above  three  years  old,  in  calf  or  milk.— Prize, 
T.  Frank. 

Heifbr  not  exceeding  three  years  old,  in  calf  or  milk.— 
Prize,  T.  Hodgson,  Scarbro*. 

Heifer  not  exceeding  two  years  old.— First  prize,  T.  Hornby ; 
second,  J.  M.  Crosby,  Scarbro*. 

CATTLl  0?  AST  BREED. 

Dairy  cow.— Prize,  G.  Chapman,  Sesmer. 

COTTAGER  AUD  MTLR  BBLLBR8*  PRIZE. 

Milk  cow.— First  prize,  Thos.  Cole,  Scarbro* ;  second,  0. 
Chapman. 

SHEEP. 

Two  shear  or  aged  ram. — ^First  prize,  E.  Riley,  Beverley ; 
second,  J.  W.  Sharpe,  Hull. 

Shearling  ram. — ^First  prize,  £.  Rily ;  second,  W.  Brown, 
Holme-on>Spalding-Moor. 

Pen  of  three  shearling  rams. — Urst  prize,  E.  Riley ;  second, 
J.  J.  Simpson,  Hunmanhy. 

Pen  of  five  shearling  gimmen.— First  prize,  W.  Brown  j 
second,  E.  Riley. 

Pen  of  five  Leicester  ewes.— First  prize,  R.  Tindall, 
Pickering ;  second,  S.  Staveley,  Driffield. 

Pen  of  five  Leicester  simmer  Umbs. — ^First  prize,  W.  S. 
Gray,  Whitby ;  second,  Mrs.  E.  D.  Nesfield,  Scarbro'. 

Bam  adapted  to  a  moor  or  mountain  district. — First  prize, 
W.  Rudsdale,  Danby  End,  Yarm;  second,  C.  Smith,  Wester- 
dale. 

Pen  of  three  ewes  adapted  to  a  moor  or  mountain  district.— 
First  prize,  C.  Smith ;  second,  W.  Radsdale. 

Fat  ewe  or  wether.— First  prize,  R.  Tindall;  second,  W. 
Brown. 

PIGS. 

Boar  of  huge  breed. — First  prize,  J.  and  H.  Sugdon,  Bever- 
ley;  second,  M.  Gibson,  Scraboro*. 

Sow  of  large  breed,  in  milk  or  pig.— First  prize,  J.  Thomp- 
son, Seamer ;  second,  G.  G,  Bilton,  Scarboro*. 

Boar  of  small  breed. — ^First  prize,  G.  Mangels,  Ripon  i 
second,  G.  Sedgwick,  York. 

Sow  of  small  breed,  in  pig  or  milk. — ^First  prize,  G.  Man- 
gles ;  second,  T.  Boggett,  Heworth. 

Tliree  store  pigs,  of  any  breed,  of  the  same  litter,  and  from 
four  to  nine  months  old. — First  and  second  prizes,  M.  Harri- 
son, Scarboro'. 

Boar  of  large  breed,  not  exceeding  twelve  months  old.-?- 
First  prize,  W.  Rodiidale,  Yarm;  second,  G.  Chapman, 
Seamer. 
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Sow  of  lam  breed,  not  eioeeding  tinl?e  monthi  oUL* 
Tini  prife,  wTRafldale ;  Moond,  G.  C^>^UL]l« 

Boarof  imall  breed,  not  ezoeeding  twelte  months  old^— 
First  prise,  G.  Chapman ;  ■eoond,  J.  Windle,  Pickering. 

Sow  of  small  breed,  not  exceeding  twelye  monthi  Qld.-*Fint 
prize,  W.  Wardell,  East  Ayton ;  second,  G.  Chapman. 

Store  pig,  the  property  of  a  cottager  or  working  man.^ 
Ilrst  prize,  G.  Chapman  ;  second,  G.  Scoter,  East  Ajton. 

Extra  stock.^Prize,  D.  Berryman,  Ruston. 

H  0  E  S  £  S. 

HUIVTERS. 

Stallion,  thorooghbred.— First  prize,  W.  Shaw,  Shipton; 
second,  G.  Lamplough,  Driffield. 

Brood  mare,  with  foal  at  her  feet — First  prize,  J.  Robinsoa, 
Thirsk ;  second,  G.  Aingrose,  Ganton. 

Yearling  gelding  or  Ally.— First  prise,  Sir  G.  Cholmley, 
Bridlington;  second, R.  Catley,  York. 

Two.year^)ld  gelding.— Furst  prize,  Charles  Elsley,  York ; 
second,  J.  Cattle,  Maiton. 

Two-year-old  filly.— First  prize,  J.  F.  Leighton,  Osgodby ; 
second,  J.  Robinson. 

Three-year<^ld  gelding.— First  prize,  E.  D.  Nesfield,  Scar- 
horo' ;  second,  Sir  G.  Cholmley. 

Three-year-old  fillv.— First  prize.  Sir  G.  Cholml^ ;  second, 
R.  Jackson,  Middlesbro*. 

COACHI?fO  H0ESX8. 

stallion.— First  prize,  G.  Holmes,  BcTcrley ;  second,  E.  R. 
W.  Hart,  York. 

Brood  mare,  with  foal  at  her  foot.— Prize,  J.  S.  Darrell, 
"WeBt  Ayton,  Sherbnm. 

Yearling  gelding  or  filly.- First  prize,  E.  Kercy,  Garton, 
Driffield;  second, J.  Jackson, Scarboro'. 

Two-year-old  gelding  or  filly.— First  prize,  G.  Hopper, 
Yedmandale,  Avion ;  second,  J.  Taylor,  Burton  Agnes. 

Three-year-old  gelding  or  filly.— First  and  second  prizes,  T. 
DarrelL 

K0AD9TXK8. 

stallion.— First  prize,  R.  Waters,  Gilling ;  second,  W.  Poad, 
Rnston,  Sherbnm. 

Brood  mare,  with  foal  at  her  foot.— Krst  prize,  W.H^or, 
Sledniere ;  second,  J.  F.  Morris,  Scarboro*. 

Yearling  gelding.or  filly.— Fiist  prize,  C.  Crosby,  Brompton ; 
second,  G.  Knowlson,  Thormanby. 

Two-year-old  gelding  or  filly.— First  prize,  T.  B.  Wilson, 
FolktoQ,  Ganton ;  second,  W.  Snowdon,  Slingshy. 

Three-year-old  gelding  or  filly.— First  prize,  T.  N.  Kendall, 
Picksring ;  second,  W.  Snowdon. 


Mare  or  nlding  of  anv  Ma^SM  i^riM^ 
Norton,  Maltoa;  seoon^  W.  Sterenion,  Cottingham,  HqU. 

AOBtCVLItJBAL  BOUZS. 

Stallion.— First  prize,  J.  Brsithwaite,  Ebberston,  Heiln- 
ton ;  second,  Francis  Simpkin,  Welton,  Brongh. 

Brood  mare,  with  foal  at  her  foot. — ^First  prize.  Mis.  £. 
Smith,  Bempton,  Bridlington;  second,  W.  A.  Wood,  Suttos 
Forest 

Yearling  gelding  or  filly.— First  prize,  R.  Darisoo,  Benp- 
ton ;  second,  John  Fetch,  Scarborough. 

Two-year-old  nlding  or  filly.— First  prise,  J.  Jacksos,  se- 
cond, J.  S.  Darrell. 

Pair  of  horses,  of  either  sex,  worked  doling  the  somnttr.— 
Prize,  R.  Tindal^  Kirby  Misperton,  Pickering. 

F0HIZ8. 

Mares  or  Horses,  under  two  years  old,  not  to  exceed  U 
hands  3  inches  high.— First  prize,  W.  Simpkin;  seoondi  J.S. 
Darrell. 

Mares  or  Horses,  nnder  eight  Tears  old,  not  to  exceed  IS 
hands  high. — First  prize,  H.  Walkor,  Scarboroogh;  aeoood, 
Col.  J.  D.  Astley,  Scarboroogh. 

Extra  stock.— First  prize,  Jas.  Barwich,  Scsrborosgh; 
second,  W.  Peacock,  Scarborough. 

8PICUI.  nuzBS. 

Hunting  gelding  or  mare,  of  any  age,  open  to  the  district 
only. — ^Prize,  G.  Ringrose,  Ganton. 

Hunting  mare  or  gelding,  five  yeaia  old. — ^Prise,  J.  S.  Dar- 
rell, West  Ayton,  Sherbnm. 

Hunting  gelding  or  mye,  four  years  old,  the  property  of  i 
tenant  farmer  residing  within  the  district.— Prize,  T.  ImrcII, 
West  Ayton. 

Ladies'  hackaej  gelding  or  mare  of  any  age.— Prize,  Sr  G. 
Cholmley,  Bridlington. 

Harness  gelding  or  mare,  not  less  than  three  but  under  eigbt 
years  of  age.— Pnze,  W.  Stephenson,  Cottingham. 

Roadster,  of  any  age  np  to  14  stone.— Prize.  J.  BobMn,  Old 
Maiton. 

IIAPINO  TBIZE!!. 

Horses,  of  any  age,  sex.  or  breed. — Prize,  T.  Yoodsn,  GtS' 
ton. 

Ponies,  of  any  age^  sea^  or  breed.— Friie,  T.  J.  Bodger, 
Sherbnm. 

The  luncheon  took  place  at  one  o'clock,  and  wu  attended 
by  a  numerous  company.  Mr.  £.  S.  Cayley,  of  Wyedale*  m 
of  the  Tice-presidents,  took  the  chair  in  the  absence  of  Ian 
Londesborough. 


PENISTONB  AGBIOULTUBAL  SOCIETY. 


The  serenteenth  annual  exhibition  of  the  Penistone  Society 
has  been  held.  The  amount  of  prizes  given  was  in  mon^ 
nearly  £250,  besides  fourteen  sUver  cups  for  the  best 
stock  on  the  ground.  The  entries  for  horses  were  not  nume- 
rous, only  numbering  forty-three ;  but  the  quality,  as  a  whole, 
was  venr  fair.  With  the  exception  of  seven  jumpers,  they 
were  all  for  agricultural  purposes.  Both  the  mares  and  geld- 
ings were  a  good  class,  while  the  foals  were  excellent.  Of 
cattle  there  were  S9  entries,  but  for  quality  they  were  the  best 
lot  here  CTcr  shown.  Bulls  were  excellent,  and  the  shorthorn 
.Gowsweio  exceedingly  good.  Sheep  comprised  AA  entries; 
taken,  as  a  whole,  they  were  a  very  good  class.  Pigs,  too, 
were  of  V  fair  class  throughout,  though  small  in  nunber. 

JuDOBs.— Cattle  and  Sheep :  G.  H.  Sanday,  Holme  Pierre- 

Kit,  near  Nottingham;  J.  Booth,  Stretton,  Alfreton, 
rbyshire;  W.  Mellows,  High  Melton,  near  Doncaster. 
Pigs  and  Horses:  F.  W.  Addey,  Upper  Cndworth,  near 
Barasley ;  Charles  Speight,  Millhouses,  near  -  -  *  *  ' 
Sheard,  New  House,  Huddersfield. 


CATTLE, 
Shortfaomed  bnll.— First 
Jan. 


Shortfaomed  bnll.— First  prize  and  silrer  enp,  T.  Statter, 
..Staadhill,  Whitefield,  Manchester:  second*  Mis.  Pack- 
- ,  Tupton  Hall,  Chesterfield.  ^ 


Shorthomed  yearling  bnlL— Fiitt  priie^  J.  Sanderisad,  Bil- 
lingley,  near  Barasley ;  second,  T.  Statter,  jun. 

Shorthomed  buU-oalf.- First  prize,  G.  Mann,  SeawtbyHail 
Doncaster ;  second,  J.  Mann,  Sprotbrough,  Donosster. 

Shorthomed  cow  or  heifer  in  ealf  or  milk.— First  piiie>  ^' 
Hqpkinson,  Woodthorpe,  Tnpton ;  seooud,  T.  Sftatter,  jvo. 

Cow  for  dairy  purraes.— First  and  second  priie  sod  iilnr 

cup,  W.  Marsh,  New  Uouseu  Penistone. 

Two-year-old  shoMhomed  heifer.— Pirst  prise,  Ctsw**' 
and  Blakeley,  Dewsbury ;  second,  J.  S.  Staahope,  Csonon  HiU- 

Two-year-old  shorthomed  heifiBr.— First  and  second  pn«> 
J.Burgon,HallRoyd,Silkitone.  ,   . 

One-year-old  shorthomed  heifer^First  prise  sad  ab« 
cup,  T.  Statter,  jun. ;  second,  Crawshaw  and  Bbkehy< 

One-year-old  shorthomed  heifer.— Prise,  J.  Kaish,  C8^ 
ley,  Penistone. 

Shorthomed  heifer  oalf  nnder  13  months  old.— Knt  r^f 
Crawshaw  and  Blakeley ;  seeond,  B.  Lowe,  Shirs  Green. 

Shorthomed  heifer  calf  under  ISmonths.-*Frise,  W.Miiiii- 


Bam  of  any  age.— First  prize  and  siher  enp,  T.  E  Hotdh- 
inson.  Manor  House,  Catteriek;  second,  J.  ]>iSBifeld, W' 
spring  Honse. 

Shearling  ram.— First  and  s«»ii4  piiMi,  T.H.H>leia»<»' 
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ShMrfing  nmu— Second  piue,  Eliiabeih  Birka,  Edge  Hill, 

Tap  lamb  bred  in  1870.— Rnt  prize,  T.  H.  Hntchinson ; 
m»iid,J.Dnui0field. 

Tm  iMib  bred  in  1870.— Rnt  priw,  B.  Birks;  second, 
W.  rUDJkt  Honsheli. 

?M  <rf  <J»«»  ewes  hsTing  raclded  Iambi  in  1870.— Knt 
prae.  T.H.flntchinacm;  leoond,  J.  Winder,  Newton,  Don- 
caster. 

Pen  of  three  ewes  haying  inokled  lambs  in  1870.— First 
wiic,  J .  Sharpley,  Scholehill;  second,  J.  Mills,  Whitefield, 

Pen  of  titree  shearling  gimmerSd^Flnt  prize,  silver  enp,  and 
aeeond  piue,  T.  H.  Hntehinson. 

P«  of  three  shearling  eimmers.— first  prize  and  silver  cnp, 
|\^'  Q*^*w  Hall,   fianisley;    second,   J.  Shaipley, 

P«  of  three  ewe  hunbs  bred  in  1870.— First  prize,  J. 
Winder,  Newton ;  second,  T.  H.  Hntehinson. 

Peo  of  ttiree  ewes  bred  in  1870.— Krst  prize,  W.  Paihin : 
wswidjJ.Sharpley. 

PIGS. 

Bow  of  larm  breed.— Rrst  nrize  and  silver  cnp,  P.  Eden, 
CroBS-laae,  Salford ;  second,  R.  E.  Dnckerbg  and  Sons,  Nor- 
tlKffpe,  lineobshire. 

Bwd  SDttU  breed.— Fifst  prize,  P.  Eden;  second,  B.  £. 
Baekenag  and  Sons,  Northorpe. 

Sow  of  large  breed  in-pig  or  with  litter  snckling.— First 
piMMd  nlver  cup,  B.  B.  Dnekering  and  Sons;  second, 


Store  1 


Sow  of  middle  breed  in-pig  or  with  litter  molding.— Firrt 
prize,  B.  E.  Dnekering  and  Sons ;  second,  P.  Eden. 

Sow  of  small  breed  in-pig  or  with  litter  snckling.— I  irst 
prize,  B.  E.  Dnekering  and  Sons ;  second,  P.  Eden. 

Store  pig  of  large  breed.— Prize,  B.  E.  Dnekering  and  Sons. 

Store  pig  of  middle  breed. — fint  and  second  prizes  and 
sUver  cnp,  C.  F.  HaUas,  Huddersfield. 

Store  pig  of  small  breed.— First  prize,  B.  £.  Dnekering  and 
Sons ;  second,  C.  F.  HaUas. 

COTTAGE  LAB0TJBX1L8*  CLASS. 

»re  pig  of  any  breed.— First  prize,  G.  Ramsden,  Penis- 
;  second,  J.  HoUand,  Thnrlstone ;  third,  C.  Webb,  Stain- 
borongh. 

HOBSES. 

Geldinff  or  mare  for  agricnltnral  pnrposes,- First  prize,  J. 
Dransfleld ;  second,  J.  Haigh,  Pule  Hill,  Thnrgoland. 

Brood  mare  for  agricnltnral  pnrposes,  with  a  foaL — First 
prize,  T.  Makin,  South  Milford ;  second,  W.  Bramley,  iim* 
ootts,  Doncaster. 

Foal  of  1867,  gelding  or  filly,  for  agricnltnral  pnrposes.-^ 
First  prize,  S.  Barker,  Marr,  Doncaster ;  second,  T.  Stotter, 
jnn. 

Foal  of  1888,  gelding  or  filly,  for  agricnltnral  pnrposes*— 
First  prize,  T.  Dnckett,  BenUey,  Doncaster;  second,  T. 
Wilkinson,  Ardsley. 

Foal  of  1869,  colt  or  filly,  for  agricnltnral  purposes.- Prize, 
S.  Silverweod,  Cawthome. 

Foal  of  1870,  colt  or  fiUy,  for  agricultural  purposes.- First 
prize,  T.  Makin,  Beckflehl  House ;  second,  T.  Statter. 


THE     EOYAL     DUBLIN     SOCIETY. 
THE   HOBSE   AND    SHEEP   SHOW. 


The  most  snceessAil  event  of  the  year  in  Ireland  has 
been  the  annual  horse  and  sheep  show  held  by  the  Boynl 
Ihblin  Society  in  ito  extensive  premises  KUdare-street. 
11  has  brought  together  the  finest  horses  from  every  direc- 
hoQ  that  Ireland  can  boast  of.  The  few  words  uttered  by 
Sir  John  Power  and  others  at  the  Boyal  Agricultural 
Soarty's  banqaet  in  Kilkenny  in  1853,  when  its  show 
WM  held  there^  were  taken  np  with  spirit  by  the  leading 
Dobtemen  and  gentry,  and  culminated  in  the  first  Irish 
horseshow  in  April,  1864,  when  870  horses  appeared  in 
competition.  The  progreaa  the  horse  shows  liave  made 
ance  wiU  be  best  understood  by  reference  to  the  foUowing 
tabls: 

Tear.  Bntries. 

1864  870 

1866  No  show 

1866  BOB 

1867  B68 

1868 868 

1869  452 

1870  498 

Bat  it  is  not  in  nnmhen  that  the  exhibition  shows  its 
"witB  but  in  the  increasing  yalue  of  the  young  stock 
JJMwly  brought  forward;  as  those  must  acknowledge 
|Mt  btve  kept  a  close  wateh  on  the  progress  made,  con- 
ing the  style,  quality,  and  condition  of  the  first  with 
we»ucceeding  shows,  of  which  that  under  notice  yields 
•^J«w  as  it  is  nnivemUy  acknowledged  that 

ctoStiT^"  ''w®  horses  shown  in  sach  good  working 

Tl»  first  section  included  stallions  "  beat  calculated  to 
Q^nwe  and  perpetuate  the  breed  of  sound  stout  thorongh- 
^  Jjoms,  weight-carrying  hunters,  and  horses  for 
fr^y  *Jtt  pnposea,"  in  which  eighteen  were  entered. 
^fixceUeacy  Earl  Spencer  was  put  first  for  General 


Hess,  occupying  the  same  position  as  he  did  last  year ; 
Mr.  F.  H.  Power,  Mallow,  comes  second  with  Citadel, 
bred  by  Lord  Derby,  by  StockweU  out  of  Sortie,  by 
Melbourne ;  a  high  commend  goes  to  St.  George  Man- 
seragh,  Tipperary,  for  Joco ;    and  commends  go  to  Mr. 
Power,  the  owner  of  the  second  prise  horae,  for  Bobin, 
bred  by  Baron  Bothschild,  B.  L.  Moore's  Little  Stag,  and 
Thos.  Lindsay's  Pathfinder,  the  second  at  last  year's  show. 
There  were  many  good  horses  besides  those  placed,  amongst 
which  were  Mount  Palatine,  Monarch  of   the    Glen, 
Tom  King,  Master  George,  and  Artillery— -the  prize  horse 
of  1866— a  little  out  of   form,   but  stUl  one  of   the 
finest    horses    in    Irdand.     In    the    next  section,  for 
thorongh-bred  sires,  calculated  to    get  carriage,  troop 
horses,  or  roadsters,  Strood,  the  prize  horse  of  1869, 
was  the  only  one  entered,  and  he  gets  the  prize  ;  while, 
singuhur  to  say,  that  in  the  next  section  for  thorough* 
bred  sires,  calculated  to  get  roadsters,  hacks,  or  harness- 
horses,  Kinnaird,  the  property  of  Captain  Morgan,  Athy 
was  again  the  only  one  entered,  but  passed  over  for  want  of 
competition.  This  wis  blowing  hot-and-cold,  for  Kinnidrd 
was  placed  second  last  year,  and  is  still  a  good  horse  for 
the  purpose:    A  very  fine  horse — Cleavdand — the  pro- 
perty of  W.  £.  Pitzsimons,  Mount  Forest,  Gorcy,  was 
entered  by  some  mistake  among  the  agricultural  horses. 
He  was  bred  by  Mr.  Riddell,  Great  Stanton,  Yorkshire, 
by  .Wonderful  Lad  out  of  Georgina  by  Master  George ; 
and  the  judges  were  so  much  pleased  with  him  as  to 
recommend  a  special  prize  medal.    Hunters,  not  less  than 
five  years  old :  The  first  section  for  weight-carriers  equal 
to  14  stone  and  upwards  numbered  65,  which  contained 
many  superior  animals.    Mr.  Bichardson,  Lainbeg  House, 
Lisbum,  was  deservedly  put  first  for  a  grand  and  very 
powerful   brown  gelding  by  Domino,  out  of  a  mare  by 
Last  of  the  Barons.    C.  M.  Coyne  owns  a  bay  mare  by 
Zouave,  dam  by  Leander,  which  came  ia> second.  jShe 
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has  good  action,  but  greatly  below  the  firat  prize  in  power. 
S.  Bruce,  Bennetabridge,  Kilkenny,  was  placed  third  with 
Caprice  by  Dongh,  dam  by  R^^nlator,  an  active, 
well-backed  cheanut  mare;  and  a  fourth  goes  to 
Captain  Cosby,  Stradbally  Hall,  for  Carrick,  bred  by 
Earl  Carrick,  Mouut  JuUet.  Mr.  Belfs  Lady  Spencer, 
Captain  Stnddert's  chestnut  gelding,  F.  King's  Qneen  of 
Tramps,  Captain  Tnthill's  La  Montague,  and  a  host  of 
others  unplaced,  were  taking  horses,  with  capital  action 
and  many  eqnal  to  the  reqnirements  named  in  the  section. 
Five-year-old  hnnters,  eqnal  to  ISst.  71b.  np  to  list., 
numbered  no  less  than  70.  Captain  Chaplin, 
A.  D.  C,  The  Castle,  Dublin,  is  first  for  his  bay  gelding 
Pioneer  by  Pilot,  dam  by  Donnfuen;  Joseph  Mnlkell, 
Termon  Boyle,  second,  for  C.  Ranger  by  Chit  Chat ;  J. 
Murphy,  Whiteleas,  Kildare,  third,  for  Roscommon  by 
Tom  Steele ;  the  fourth  went  to  Daniel  Dunn's  Rambler 
by  Arbutha ;  an  H.  C.  goes  to  Thos.  Tnrbitt,  Owenstown, 
for  his  half-bred  hunter,  winner  of  the  Ward  Hunt  Cup, 
1870,  and  a  commend  to  C.  Bury,  WoodviUe,  Roberta- 
town,  for  Dove,  by  Cheerful  Horn.  Many  horses 
in  this  section  went  well  over  the  high  leap, 
the  first  prize  goine  to  Captain  Ross,  Scot  s  Greys, 
for  a  really  clever  hnnter  by  Mallet  dam  by  Navarino. 
Hunters  6  years  old,  equal  from  list,  to  12|st., 
numbered  40.  Captain  Chaplin,  A.  D.  C,  The  Castle, 
Dublin,  was  phiced  fisrt  for  Tarquin  by  Harkaway,  dam 
by  Freny.  He  is  a  powerful  horse,  with  a  great  body, 
short  back,  and  well  set  on  his  limbs.  The  second  was 
W.  W.  Tennant's  Eden  by  Eden,  dam  Sheela  by  Bird- 
catcher.  He  is  a  capital  fencer,  and  took  the  second 
prize  over  the  high  leap.  The  third  prize  went  to  Rev. 
F.  Fitzpatrick,  Mohill,  for  Telegram  by  Pantaloon,  dam 
by  Irish  Birdcatcher ;  a  capital  horse  and  fine  jumper. 
C.  E.  Walker,  Moynalty,  Meath,  came  in  third  for 
Shrimps  by  M.  D.  An  H.  C.  went  to  Michael  Flood, 
and  a  commend  to  R.  N.  Bate,  Pordysbum,  for  his 
chestnut  gelding  by  Zouave,  dam  Eugenia.  The 
show  of  youDg  horses  was  most  creditable,  with 
scarcely  an  exception.  Of  four-year-old  colts,  equal 
to  ISst.  71b.  and  upwards,  there  were  42  entries. 
J.  Morrin  won  the  first  prize,  and  the  Dublin 
Citizens'  £100  Challenge  Cup,  open  to  horses  from 
4  to  6  years  old,  the  property  of  dond  fde  tenant- 
farmers,  whose  occupations  do  not  exceed  in  value 
£500  per  annum,  to  which  the  Society  adds  £20.  The 
second  goes  to  D.  A.  Mortimer,  Mnllagh ;  the  third  to 
Robt.  Smyth,  Emy vale ;  and  a  commendation  to  H. 
M.  Richardson  Rossfad,  Balljrcassidy.  Of  four 
year-old  fillies  up  to  some  weight  there  were  six 
entries.  The  prizes  were:  first,  Thos.  Bradley,  M.D., 
Kells  Orange,  Kilkenny ;  second,  Thos.  Connolly,  M.P., 
Castletown;  third,  Sanuel  Ridgeway,  Geashill;  four, 
A.  A.  Lawder,  Draimsna.  Of  four-year-old  colts  up  to 
from  list,  to  ISst.  71bs.  there  were  43  entries :  the  first 
prize  went  to  Mr.  Archdell,  Crocknacrieve ;  second,  D. 
A.  Mortimer,  Lake  View  Mnllagh ;  third,  Robt.  Smyth, 
Emy  vale;  with  R.  M.  Richardson  and  David  Rogerson  com- 
mended. Four-year-old  fillies  equal  to  the  same  weight 
numbered  16  eu tries:  first,  A.  E.  Connolly, Bleakhall- st., 
Dublin;  second,  R.  E.  Baillie,  Dnndalk;  third,  N.  M. 
ArchdaU;  H.  M.  Richardson  commended.  The  three- 
year-old  colts  numbered  22 :  first.  Dr.  Shiel,  BaUyshan- 
non ;  second,  Gerald  Fitzgibbon,  Merrion-square ;  third, 
N.  M.  ArchdaU,  Crocknacrieve;  fourth,  W.  J.  Perry, 
Bleak-rock,  Dublin.  Of  three-year-old  fiUiea  there  were 
nine :  the  first  prize  withheld ;  second,  Wm.  Woodhouse, 
Frankford;  third,  Major  Freud,  Feathard  Tip.  Two- 
year-old-colts,  12  entered:  first,  Allan  Pollock^  Lis- 
many;  second,  Wm.  Armitage  Moore,  Cavan;  third. 
Lord  Clanmorriss.  Two-year-old  fillies,  6  entered: 
first,      Migor     Llooyd,     Monaghan;      second     Mrs. 


Corbally,  Swords;  third  and  fourth  withM. 
Yearling  colU,  8  entered:  first,  C.  W.  Wise, 
Cahir  Tip;  second,  Allan  M1)onoeh,  Conagh-csfflp; 
third,  P.  F.  Casey,  Raheny,  Dublin.  Yearling  fiiUies,  1 
entered :  first  prize,  Baptiste  G.  Graham,  Kesh,  Co.  Fer- 
managh.  Ladies'  mares,  15  entered,  were  all  great  besaUei. 
The  Missea  Turbet,  Owenstown,  taking  the  prizes  for  two 
half-bred  mares.  Rose  and  Kitty.  Park  horses,  9  entries; 
first,  Peter  Lalouette,  Princes-street,  Dublin;  lecood, 
Allan  M'Donagh,  Curragh  Camp.  Wdght-carryiDg 
cobs  and  roadsters,  JL8  entered :  first,  C.  W.  Wiie,  Gshir 
Tip;  second.  Rev.  R.  D.  Faulkner,  Hollymoont,  Majo; 
third,  Mark  Colgan,  Enfield ;  highly  commended  David 
Rogerson,  Roundtown ;  oommendeid  B.  C.  Roaaell,  Haile- 
patch.  Cobs  or  roadsters,  14  to  15  hands  high,  eileo- 
tated  to  carry  13  to  15  stone,  14  entries:  fint, 
Patrick  Breen,  Gorey ;  second,  Wm.  Walpde,  BaUa- 
colla;  third,  Bernard  Sweeny,  Castlerea,  RoseommoD. 
Cobs  or  roadsters,  under  15  hands  high,  calculated  to 
carry  under  13  stone;  12  entries:  F^, Jno. ^lUii, 
Donnycamey,  Dublin;  second,  Jamea  Maher,  Enfield ; 
third,  David  Rutledge,  Tuam ;  highly  commended,  D.  H. 
Plunket-Johnstone,  Dalky ;  commended,  Capt.  Homfr^, 
Strabane.  Harness  horses  or  mares,  bred  in  Ireland;  11 
entries :  First,  Capt.  Coote,  Castleknock,  Dublin ;  secoad, 
Thos.  S.  Palmer,  Merrion-aquare,  Dublin ;  commeoded, 
Allan  K.  Algie,  Holymount,  Mayo.  Ponies ;  17  entna :  . 
First,  Dermot  Cole,  Kinnegad,  and  the  Austin  £5  Cop ; 
second,  Capt.  Tuthill,  Nass ;  third.  Miss  Lane,  Shinnon; 
highly  commended,  N.  J.  Harrison^  Clonard,  Kilkenny ; 
commended,  J.  K.  Rogerson,  Olney,  Roundtown.  Ponies 
under  12  hands  high :  First,  J.  F.  Bewley,  Black  Bock; 
second,  Peter  Noon,  Roebuck  Park,  Dundrum  ;  third,  B. 
H.  Morrison,  L^son  Park,  Dublin;  highly  com- 
mended, L.  Keogh,  Queen-street,  Dublin.  The  so»Ilest 
pony  in  the  yard :  W.  Bruwn,  Dalkey.  Broodmares— 
Thorough-bred  mares,  or  having  had  fiials  in  1869 
or  1870;  10  entries:  First,  C.  L.  Ellison,  for  Blue 
Bonnet,  by  Young  Melbourne,  dam  by  Teddington; 
aecood,  Thos.  N.  Wade,  Shrubbery,  Killock,  for  Marthi. 
by  Windfall,  dam  by  Launoelot ;  third,  Thos.  ConnoDy, 
M.P.,  Castletown,  Celbridge,  for  Barbara,  by  BtiwiiB, 
dam  by  Birdcatcher ;  commended.  Sir  Percy  Nugent,  far 
Cascade,  by  Artillery,  dam  Crystal,  by  Crosier.  Hua 
calculated  to  produce  weight-carrying  hunters,  in  foal  or 
having  had  foals  in  1869  or  1870;  20  entries:  Fust, 
Robt.  G.  Cosby,  Stradbally  Hall ;  second,  Jno.  Momo, 
Dunshaughlin;  third,  Robt.  Bodkin,  Armagh,  Co.  Gal- 
way;  fourth,  Thos.  Lindsay,  Derry  Bog  Hoose,  Co. 
Down;  highly  commended,  Joseph  Reeves,  Athgarru. 
The  first  section  of  cart  hones  contained  bnt  three 
staUions  over  four  years  old.  The  Eari  of  Ln^Ui 
Castlebar  House,  Mayo,  exhibited  a  very  powerful  Suf- 
folk stallion,  which  was  put  first,  and  also  awarded 
the  Royal  Agricultural  Society's  £50  challenge  cnp,  hot 
after  wearing  the  cards  for  the  first  day,  a  veterinary  ex- 
amination declared  him  unsound,  and  the  hononn  were 
transferred  to  the  second  prize.  Sir  Patrick  Wallace, 
the  property  of  Messrs.  Mooney,  Cmmline,  and  Co., 
Dublin.  The  EarVs  horse  is  a  grand  one  in  all  hii 
points,  but  was  not  active  on  his  fore  It^s*  ^ 
Patrick  Wallace  is  a  well-framed  powerful  horse  of  gn^ 
substance,  grand  fore  hand  and  quarters  wdl  ribbed, 
clean  limbed,  and  active.  At  the  show  of  last  yeir, 
the  judges  declared  tlus  horse,  and  all  shown  wHh 
him,  as  wanting  in  merit,  idthough  two  oat  of  tiiree 
of  the  judges  were  the  same  on  both  occiaioa* 
Four  staUions  under  fonr  years  old  made  np  the  next 
section,  bnt  unevenly  matched  as  to  age,  two  o{  J°|* 
being  a  year  older  than  the  other  two ;  Peter  0  im* 
Santry,  getting  the  fint  plaoe  for  Orphan,  a  yeariis;* 
and  half-brother  by  the  sire's  side  to  the  prise  hone 
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u  the  if;ed  section;  S.  Rait  Kerr,  Edenderry,  and 
W.  PalloD,  v.  S.,  Kilkenny,  being  second  and  third 
nsftetiftlj,  for  two  tvro-year-olds,  Lanark  and  Tenant 
Ri^t,  both  imported  Clydesdales  of  good  promise. 
Four  filliei  nader  five  years  old  made  up  the  next  section, 
in  vUch  Gerald  Rice,  Grange  Raheny,  took  the  first  prize 
with  Jesst  hslf-sister  to  the  prize  stallion.  She  occupied 
the  same  position  last  year  as  a  three-year-old,  and  is  a  full 
bred  Clydesdale  of  great  power  and  symmetry.  The 
second  went  to  Mr.  Archdall,  of  Crocknacrieve,  for 
Brown  Bess,  a  very  handsome  four-year  old  Clydesdale. 
The  Messrs.  Mooney  had  an  H.  C.  for  Nora  Creina,  a 
fine  dark-brown  two-year-old  filly,  and  full  sister  to  the 
l^'ie  hone  Sir  Patrick  Wallace :  she  held  the  same  posi- 
tion last  year  as  a  yearling.  Of  agricultural  brood  mares 
there  were  bot  two  imported  Clydesdales,  one  S.  R.  Kerr's 
fiell,  the  other  C.  L.  Ellison's  Bonnet,  which  were  placed 
in  the  order  named. 

Aeeording  to  general  expectations  the  show  of  sheep 
was  a  good  one,  numbering  141  entries  in  all  the  classes 
and  lections ;  but  the  show  of  pure  Leicesters  was  not,  in 
too  many  cases,  in  purity  of  type  equal  to  what  we  should 
hare  as  breeding  stock.  This  ckas  of  sheep,  to  which 
almost  all  other  breeds  owe  so  much,  was  confined  to 
Thos.  Marris,  The  Chase,  Ulceby ;  J.  6.  A.  £.  Gould, 
Poltiffiore,  Exeter — the  only  exhibitors  from  England ; 
Wm.  Owen,  Bleainton;  W.  R.  Meade,  Ballymartle,  Bal- 
linhassig,  Cork ;  Seymour  Mowbray,  KiUeany,  Moun- 
trath;  J.  G.  A.  Ferrin,  Chantilly,  Co.  Dublin.  The 
Messrs.  Gould's  sheep  are  strong  animals,  but  coarsely 
hied ;  while  Mr.  Marris'  were  much  neater,  higher  bred, 
and  Tery  even.  However,  in  the  thirteen  entries  which 
made  op  the  section  for  shearling  rams,  the  judges  seemed 
to  have  forgotten  all  former  precedent,  and  run  on  size 
and  weight,  giving  the  Messrs.  Gould  the  leading 
prizes,  Wm.  Owen  a  third,  W.  R.  Meade  a  fourth,  S. 
Mowbray  an  H.  C,  with  Marris'  very  neat  rams  unno- 
ticed. In  rams  of  any  other  age  there  were  but  ten 
entries,  where  the  judges  preferred  the  lesser  weighted 
rasa,  giving  Mr.  Marris  the  first  and  third  place  and  an 
H.  CI,  Mr.  Meade  the  second,  and  Mr.  Owen  a  com- 
mended ;  but  the  Messrs.  Gould  did  not  exhibit  in  this 
claa.  From  the  high  position  Messrs.  Owen  and 
Meade  have  oocapied  for  many  years,  and  the  pains  and 
expense  they  go  to  in  introducing  rams  from  the  most 
renowned  English  breeders,  and  the  symmetry  of  their 
sheep,  they  should  certainly  stand  higher.  In  the 
■ection  for  pens  of  three-shearling  rams,  which  is  unques- 
tionably a  very  trying  one  on  bikers,  there  were  seven 
entries— Bfr.  Marris  two  pens,  Messrs.  Gould  one,  Mr. 
Owen  one,  Mr.  Meade  two,  and  Mr.  Mowbray  one.  Mr. 
Mania  takes  the  first  and  third  prizes,  and  Messrs.  Gould 
the  second;  Mr.  Meade  an  H.  C,  and  Mr.  Owen  a  com- 
mendation. Of  shearling  ewes  there  were  but  four  pens,  of 
five  each.  Mr.  Marris  two,  Messrs.  Gould  one,  aud  Mr. 
Mowbray  one.  Messrs.  Gould  take  first,  and  Mr.  Marris  the 
Kcond  and  third  places,  and  S.  Mowbray  was  highly  com- 
mended. Mr.  Mowbray  was  the  only  exhibitor  of  ewes 
that  had  reared  lambs  in  1870,  which  of  course  gave  him 
a  walk  over. 

The  Border  Leicester  class  came  next  in  order,  and  were 
well  represented ;  twelve  very  fine  shearling  rams  made 
np  the  first  section,  where  Mr.  Thomas  Robertson,  Nar- 
^'^^hmore,  Kildare,  stood  first,  for  an  exceedingly  nice  one, 
with  good  wool,  good  ends,  back,  and  ribs,  and  in  prime 
working  condition.  Captain  Cosby,  Steadbally  Hall, 
Qneen's  Connty ;  R.  E.  Franks,  Jerpoint  Ilill ;  and  Loftus 
H.  Bland,  BUndsfort,  taking  the  prizes  in  the  order 
ituned.  In  aged  Border  rams  there  were  but  two  exhibi- 
ton,  Mr.  Bland,  and  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  from  his  Irish 
^emense,  Coollattin  Purk,  Wicklow ;  Mr.  Bland  toking 
nore  tiian  the  lion's  share,  the  noble  Earl  getting  the 


tikird  place.  Mr.  Bhmd  had  one  of  the  finest  rams 
of  this  pen-filling  breed  in  the  show,  but  by  some  mis- 
take he  was  entered  in  a  wrong  section,  dthough  the 
judges  did  not  like  leaving  him  out  in  the  cold,  and  re- 
commended him  a  special-prize  medal.  Seven  pens  of 
shearlings  of  three  each  made  up  the  next  section, 
and  a  splendid  one  it  was,  Messrs.  Bland,  R.  H.  Franks 
and  Ilobertson  taking  the  honours  resnectively.  The 
next  section  was  for  shearling  ewes,  of  which  there  were 
four  pens  of  five  each,  Messrs.  R.  F.  Franks,  Bknd,  and 
Colonel  Leslie,  Castle  Leslie,  Glesslough,  being  the  only 
exhibitors,  who  take  their  places  in  the  order  named. 
Of  ewes  that  reared  lambs  in  1870,  Mr.  Bknd  and  Lord 
Fitzwilliam  were  the  only  exhibitors,  witii  a  pen  each, 
and  they  divided  the  premiums. 

This  variety  of  sheep,  though  rams,  have  been  introduced 
from  time  to  time  to  cross  with  other,  has  not  been  bred 
to  any  extent  in  Ireknd.  In  size  and  symmetry  it  is 
fully  equal  to  any  breed,  and  its  wool  is  only  equalled  by 
the  Roscommon  in  length  and  lustre,  while  the  prise  shear- 
ling ram  clipped  28^1bs.  of  wool  in  April  last.  Mr.  Caleb 
Goring  is  the  principal,  if  not  the  onlv  breeder  of  Lincolns 
in  Ireknd ;  he  exhibits  eight  out  of  eleven  shearling  rams, 
one  of  them  the  Oxford  second  prize.  He  exhibits 
three  out  of  five  aged  rams,  two  out  of  four  pens,  of  three 
each,  of  shearling  rams;  he  is  equally  strong  in  the  ewe  sec- 
tions, and  takes  all  the  money  prizes  oflSsred  in  the  ckss. 

The  next  variety  of  sheep  ^is  that  which  has  got  snch 
notoriety  as  the  Roscommons,  but  which  owes  its  excel- 
lence to  the  importation  of  the  pure  Leicester  sort,  en- 
couraged and  fostered  by  the  old  Farming  Society  of 
Ireland,  formed  in  1800,  when  the  Dublin  Society 
thought  well  of  devoting  its  time  and  energies  and  cash 
to  sific  and  woollen  manufactures,  and  even  became  re- 
tailers of  those  goods ;  and  to  the  Farmiog  Society  of 
Ireknd  we  are  mainly  indebted  for  the  introduction  of 
improved  Shorthorns,  Longhorns,  and  Southdowns  as 
well  as  Leicesters. 

The  show  of  Roscommon  sheep,  at  length  accorded  a 
separate  class,  has  been  most  creditably  represented.  Eight 
magnificent  fellows  competed  in  the  one-  shear  section.  Mr. 
Roberts,  Fam,  Strokestown,  leads  off  with  Xenophon,  a 
worthy  son  of  last  year's  prize  ram  XXX ;  scarcely  infe- 
rior were  Mr.  R.  Flynn's  second  and  Mr.  Wm.  Cotton's 
third  prizes.  Twelve  Grand  Sultans  made  up  the  aped 
ram  section ;  Mr.  J.  Blood  Smyth,  Ftedamore,  Limerick, 
was  put  first  for  a  grand  ram  bred  by  Mr.  Roberts,  and 
that  was  first  at  this  show  in  1868,  and  at  the  Tralee 
Royal  and  Cork  and  Limerick  local  ahows  1869 ;  Mr. 
Roberts  and  Mr.  Flynn  coming  in  second  and  third.  In 
the  next  section  there  were  five  pens  of  three  each  of 
shearling  nuns ;  Mr.  Roberts,  W.  Cotton,  and  R.  Flynn 
taking  the  honours  respectively.  In  shearling  ewes 
there  were  four  pens;  Cox  Cotton  first,  Wm.  Cotton 
second,  and  J.  Blood  Smyth  third.  Of  ewes  that  reared 
lambs  in  1870  there  were  but  three  pens  of  five  each ; 
Wm.  Cotton  one,  and  R.  Flynn  two,  who  shared  the 
money. 

In  the  short-wooUed  class  the  beautiful  Southdowns 
have  disappeared  altogether  from  our  shows,  and  more 
the  pity ;  so  the  Shropshire  Downs  had  it  all  to  them- 
selves, and  so  had  Mr.  C.  W.  Hamilton,  who  took  all  the 
prizes  except  a  fourth,  which  went  to  Mr.  Morris  for  a 
shearling  ram. 

The  show  of  wool  was  small,  11  parcek  of  8  fleeces 
being  staged,  in  5  sections ;  the  prize  being  a  large  silver 
medal  in  each  section.  The  awuds  were :  for  Leicester 
wool,  Seymour  Mowbray;  Border  Leicester,  Robert 
Cotton ;  Lincoln,  Mrs.  Rooney  (hogget) ;  ditto,  Robert 
Cotton  H.  C.  for  wether;  other  Long-wool,  William 
Cotton;  ditto,  Mrs.  Rooney  commended;  Shropshire 
Down,  Robert  Cotton. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


9M 


THB  FABMBB'S  MAOAZnrB. 


Knt  day,  high  leip  onr  luiHlei  trimmed  witli  gone 
4^  feet  high.  First  elan  for  five-jear-old  hnnten  car- 
rying 14  stone.  Twenty-four  entries  were  made  for  this 
leap,  many  of  them  coming  out  from  the  lighter  weight 
carrying  classes ;  the  jumping  on  the  whole  was  good : 
first  prize  to  Captain  Ross,  Scots  Greys,  Cnrragh  Camp, 
for  his  hunter  by  Mellit,  dam  by  Naverino,  and  the  prize 
horse  in  his  section ;  second  to  W.  W.  Tennant*s  Mobar- 
nene  Tip  for  Eden,  by  Eden,  dam  Shedahby  Birdcatcher; 
this  horse  was  the  second  prize  in  the  section  open  for 
horses  to  carry  11  to  12st.  71b.,  but  carried  14  stone  to 
the  leap.  The  second  class  for  leaping  was  for  five-year- 
old  hunters  carrying  ISst.  71b.  and  upwards,  hurdles  4i 
feet  high :  first  prize,  R.  Flynn's  four-year-old  filly, 
Annie,  by  May  boy,  dam  by  the  Dean ;  second,  Arthur  A. 
Lawder's  four-year-old  filly,  Fiswn,  by  Roebuck,  dam  by 
Small  Hopes.  The  third  class  was  open  for  kdies'  horses, 
weight  carrying  cobs,  roadsters,  &c.,  carrying  16  stone 
and  upwards,  over  hurdles  4  feet  high  :  first  prize,  David 
Rogerson's  bay  cob,  no  pedigree;  second,  Bernard 
Sweeny's  Cock  Robin,  by  Tom  Steele.  The  fourth  class 
was  for  ponies  12  to  14  hands  high,  oyer  hur- 
dles 8  feet  high :  prize  to  J.  K.  Rogerson,  Olney,  for 
hay  mare;  no  pedigree.  The  fifth  class  was  for 
ponies  under  12  hands  high:  prize  to  R.  H.  Mor- 
rison, Leeson  Park,  for  bay  mare;  no  pedigree. 

Second  day,  over  stone  waU,  commencing  at  4i  feet 
high,  to  be  progressively  increased  to,  but  not  exceed  6  feet 
high.  The  fencing  was  admirably  contested  by  19  horses, 
till  there  remained  but  three  that  cleared  the  wall  satis- 
Ikctorily  at  its  full  height,  viz.,  Mr.  Low's  Jack  Spring, 
Captain  Morgan's  Chatterbox  by  Chit-chat,  and  Mr. 
Joseph  Kilgannon's  Surprise,  the  p  rize  was  awarded,  in 
the  first  instance,  to  Captain  Morg  m's  Chatterbox,  from 
the  superior  way  in  which  he  fiew  over  the  wall,  but  on 
going  to  the  scales  his  rider  wasundi  r  the  required  weight 
of  12  stone,  as  was  also  the  rider  of  Surprise,  so  the  prize 
fell  to  Mr.  Low's  Jack  Spring,  an  1  no  second  prize  was 
awarded. 

The  third  day's  business  wa  ^principally  devoted 
to  the  wide  leap,  over  a  hurdle,  trimmed  with  gorse 
21  feet  high  on  the  taking-offside,  with  12  feet  of  water. 
Twenty-nine  horses  came  to  the  scratch  for  the  prizes  of 
£10  and  £5.  All  but  two  jumped  the  obstacles,  but  at 
the  finish  the  judges  were  so  well  pleased  with  the  per- 
formance of  Mr.  Low's  Jack  Spring,  and  Mr.  Flynn's 
Valeria,  that  they  awarded  each  a  first  prize,  and  Mr. 
Russell's  Limerick  Lass  was  recommended  the  second 
honour.  Limerick  Lass  performed  in  grand  style  till  the 
last  two  rounds,  when  her  fore  part  came  in  contact  with 
the  hurdle. 

On  the  last  day,  Friday,  a  sweepstakes  of  lOs.  each, 
with  £8  added,  was  competed  for  over  a  hurdle  trimmed 
with  gorse,  wUch  was  won  by  Mr.  Richard  Flynn,  on  his 
four-year-old  filly  Annie,  the  winner  of  the  fonr  and 
a-half  feet  hurdle  leap  in  the  second-class,  and  thus 
ended  the  finest  horse  show  yet  held  in  Ireland,  and  the 
sports  connected  with  it. 

The  arrangements  were  excellent,  and  r^ect  great 
credit  on  the  Committee  of  Management;  but  there  are 
two  things  which  require  consideration  before  the 
next  year's  show,  viz.,  that  the  veterinary  inspection  of 
sires  and  brood  mares  take  place  before  they  are  sub- 
mitted to  the  judges,  or,  at  least,  before  the  awards  are 
made  public.  If  tUs  had  been  the  case  Lord  Lucan's  mag- 
nificent Suffolk  Punch  would  not  have  worn  the  first 
prize  card  and  ribbon  in  his  class,  and  that  of  the  Royal 
Agricultural  Society's  Challen|i:e  Cup  for  the  first  day. 
The  other  is  that  it  is  not  fair  when  prizes  are  open  to 
young  and  aged  horses  to  weight  them  equaUy  over 
hurdles  and  stone  walls ;  had  the  horses  been  weighted 
according  to  age  Captain  Morgan's  Chatter  Box,  a  four- 


year-old  gelding,  a  most  perfect  jWper,  and  made  tlie 
first  prize  for  his  splendid  performance  over  a  six  feet 
high  stone  wall,  would  not  be  disqualified  becaoBe  his 
rider  was  10  lbs.  light  of  12  stone^  the  prescribed 
weight. 

The  judges  were; 
Thorgughbrid  aud  Othxe  Sntxa  ahd  Bbood  Mabzs.— 
Captain  Archdall,  M.F.,  Castle  Archdall,  Keah;  Major 
Barlow,    Hasketon,    Woodbridge   Suffolk;   W.  Kennedy, 
Geganstown,  Brannoitown. 
HuirTKBfl.— Major  Borrowes,  Gilltown,  Newbridge ;  H.  Bris- 
coe, Tinvane,  Carriek-on-Soir ;  R.  Watson,  BaUydartoa, 
near  Bagnalstown. 
YotmG  HossKs  buxtablb  lOS  Huirms.— D.  Beatty,  J.P., 
Ennisoorthy ;    Hon.  W.   Arbuthnot,    Hatton,   MoBtiwe, 
N.B.;  W.  Donne,  CoUinstown,  ClondaUdn;  Captun  R. 
Bernard,  Forenaoghts,  Maas;  R.  S.  Fethentoa  H.,  J^., 
Knockriew,  Killacan;  R.  B.  P.  Peisse,  Moyode  C«de, 
AtheniT. 
Ladies'  Hoitszs  and  Hixmsa  House  on  Hisz  bud  dt 
Ireland. — J.  Devenish,  Rash  Hill,  Dromsna ;  lieateiuBt' 
Colonel  flillier,  Constabnlarly  Depdt,  Phoenix  Park ;  Mtjor 
Wilkin,  CasUeknoek  Lodge,  Castleknock. 

WlIOHT-CABRTIIfG  COB8  AlTD  R0ADSTBK8  AVD  POXIES.— 

R.  Moors,  J.P.,  Killashee,  Naas ;  H.  M.  Rachardsoo,  Bo» 

fad,  Ballycassidy;  M^or  IfArij,  J.P.,  Castkfisrk,  Btl- 

Unaaloe. 
AORicuLTUiLAL  HoRSEs.— Hou.  H.  Massy,  Clarina,  limerick; 

N.  M.  Archdall,  Crocknacrieye,  Ballina mallard;  J. Sunnn, 

Cloona  Castle,  HoUvmonnt. 
JuMFiifo  Prizes.— Sir  C.  £.  Kennedy,  Bait,  JohnstowD, 

Ratheoole :  B.  R.  P.  Persse,  D.L.,  Moyode  Casfle,  Athenrr; 

L.  Morrogn,  6, Great  Denmark-street,  Dublin;  S.  A.R^- 

nell,  J.P.,  Aroherstown,  Killncan;  Sir  J.  Pover,  But, 

Kiliane,  Thomastown ;  Minor  Wilkin,  Castlaknoek. 
YETERiNABit  SuRQEONS.— D.  Psley,  Stephen's  Green ;  T.  P. 

Lamberti  William-street ;  M.  Murphy,  Tarkgsto-street. 


AUSTRALIAN  EXPORTATIONS.  —  The  pmthaie  U 
Master  Batterfly  flSSll],  the  first  prise  boll  at  the  Sojil 
Chelmsford  Show  for  1,200  gs.  was  the  talk  of  the  colony  for 
many  years ;  but  his  career  in  Melbourne  was  not  of  loag 
duration.  Since  his  time,  Shorthorn  breeders  hays  looked  to 
Mr.  R.  M*Doagall  for  their  best  blood,  as  he  is  known  to  be  a 
pedigree  man.  Ten  years  ago  he  eiported  largely,  and  bis 
uom  time  to  time  haa  raloable  bolls  sent  out  to  him.  Lnt 
year  he  sold  a  largo  portion  of  his  herd,  upwards  of  100  head, 
for  an  average  of  oyer  60  gs.,  and  this  season  Mr.  M'Doogtn 
has  made  a  short  risit  here  for  the  purpose  of  hvfng  aoaie  of 
the  best  Booth  bulls  for  the  selected  portion  of  his  herd. 
Negotiations  for  Mr.  Carr's  young  pure  Booth  boll  £irl  of 
Clare  fell  through,  but  Mr.  M'Dongall  had  prerioosly  boozbt 
from  Mr.  Booth,  of  Warlaby  a  white  bull  calf  Field-Hanbil 
Booth  for  800  gs.,  of  great  promiseu  sad  by  Com- 
-in-Chief,    from    Ijudy    Mirth,    who  is  ont  of  the 


same  dam  as  the  cdebrated  prixe  cow  Lady  Frsgiast.  He 
also  bought  Major  (26790),  who  has  been  in  service  at  Her 
Mi^esty*s  Shaw  Parm,  and  is  of  the  same  family  as  the  l,000gi. 
Patricia.  Mr.  Dadding's  first  prize  bull  calf,  Robin  Hood,  it 
the  Royal  and  Yorkshire  Shows  was  bought  for  150  gi. ;  he  u 
by  Mr.  Potiambe's  Robin,  from  Countess  of  Wragby,  br 
Booth's  Sir  Roger,  dam  of  Countess  of  Yarboro',  the  leeosd 
prise  yearling  neifer.  The  first  price  Hereford  bull  calf  at 
Oxford  also  goes  out  with  these  Shorthorns ;  bred  br  Mr. 
T«ylor,  of  Showie  Conrt,  he  is  by  Triumph,  from  Haiel  M, 
and  called  Oxford  Lad.  They  left  Gray's  by  the  Angleser  lu> 
week,  in  charge  of  their  owner.  Some  yonug  bulls  have  aw 
been  sent  out  to  Mrs.  Clark  Irving's  stations  near  Sydoey. 
Seven  years  ago  the  late  Mr.  Clark  Irving  purehiaed  loae 
stock  of  Mr.  Jonas  Webb  and  other  breeders,  inelttding  Moe 
of  the  Cambridge  Rose  tribe.  The  three  bolls  now  eiyom 
are  of  Bates  blood ;  two  of  them  were  bred  by  Mr.  J- j- 
Foster,  of  KiUahow,  and  are  both  sons  of  Lord  DuDmor^J 
3nd  Duke  of  Collingham,  and  from  dams  one  of  Lord  Spn^jj 
Plorentia  fiamily,  and  the  other  from  CaroUne  5th,  of  »> 
Kirklevington  Cragss  tribe,  for  which  Mr.  Foster  »▼•  »» I** 
at  the  Didmarton  «de.  The  third  boll.  Famous  G«7^«t  ** 
bought  at  Mr.  Chas.  Howard's  sale  fiir  110  gs. 
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WHAT    TO    TALK    ABOUT. 


The  0^  or  second  Beaaon  Has  set  in.  Beyond  the 
fixtures  which  appear  in  oar  list,  will  be  many  a 
more  local  gathering,  where  there  will  be  something 
to  see  and  something  to  talk  about.  And  the  outside,  or 
more  general  interest  of  these  anniversaries  goes  to 
centre  the  rather  on  what  is  said  than  what  is  shown. 
Bj  the  time  we  haye  ran  throagh  the  Western,  the  Royal, 
the  Yorkshire,  and  a  few  other  leading  exhibitions,  we 
come  to  know  the  crack  stock  of  the  year  tolerably  well 
by  light  and  hand ;  and  neighbonr  Brown  msf  manage 
tobest  neighbour  Jones  without  creating  any  great  sen> 
sation  oat  of  their  own  immediate  circle.  But  even  a 
iheep  nle  or  a  ploaghing  match  will  often  serve  as 
the  occasion  to  draw  ont  an  M.P.  or  a  leading 
landlord,  if  it  shonld  not  give  a  straightforward  tenant 
the  chance  of  expressing  hia  opinions.  It  is  only  to  be 
boped  that  the  moat  may  be  made  of  sach  openings,  and 
tbst  people  will  not  rest  content  with  the  expression  of 
itik  plstitodes ;  such  as  how  the  interest  of  everybody 
is  identical  with  the  intweat  of  everybody  else — ^how 
ererf  man  Vho  rits  under  his  own  squire  is  certain  sure 
to  fum  under  the  best  landlord  in  £n^and->Qr,  how  it  is 
very  improper  to  broach  agrieultural  politics  at  agrieul- 
tnisl  meetings. 

If  only  fitly  handled,  there  are  many  questions  which 
would  pronuse  to  pay  for  a  little  closer  examination  when 
owner  and  occupier  meet  each  other,  as  it  were,  on  their 
own  common  grounds.  Without  ever  descending  to 
pvsonalities,  there  is  nothing  more  wholesome  than 
drifing  the  nsd  home,  as  there  is  nothing  more  absurd 
than  tscitly  assmming  a  man  is  going  to  do  better  simply 
beesose  he  has  been  doing  wrong  so  long,  and  nothing 
more  idle  than  passing  over  abuse  from  the  fear  that  the 
mention  of  it  may  be  unpalatable  to  some  offender  in  the 
eompeay.  When  the  young  Udy  asked  the  young  gentle- 
iDsn  if  he  oould  spell  such  a  very  long  word  as  op-por-tu- 
ai-tj  the  abashed  youth  began  gradually  to  realise  the  fset 
of  what  a  tongue-tied  simpleton  he  was. 

Still  it  b  necessary  to  proceed  with  some  discretion, 
■ad  fortunately  the  key-note  has  already  been  struck.  A 
rererend  man  and,  moreover,  a  reverend  landlord  has  been 
hind  enough  to  indicate  the  course  which  should  be  taken, 
the  tone  which  should  be  observed  at  the  celebration  of 
these  festivals.  He  has  gone  yet  fiirther,  and  laid  down 
ia  a  few  broad  lines  the  relative  duties  of  Landlord  and 
Taant.  Thus  early,  at  the  very  outset  of  the  proceedings, 
it  is  scarcely  poasible  to  overestimate  the  value  of  such 
idviee,  when  coming  from  such  a  quarter;  and  we  ac- 
oordindy  took  care  to  give  in  our  last  number  the  address 
of  the  Reverend  Brodie  Innes  when  speaking  for  "the 
landlords  of  the  Country"  at  the  dinner  of  the  Moray- 
shire  Farmen'  Club.  It  may  even  be  worth  while  to 
^vell  a  little  longer  on  this,  the  more  especially  as  the 
ntme  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond  was  introduced,  and  the 
^strict  stands  deservedly  high  for  the  system  of  cultiva- 
tion pursued.  Mr.  Innes,  then,  in  classifying  the  fea- 
tares  of  his  discourse,  says,  firstly :  "  The  best  thing  a 
^dlord  could  do  was  always,  and  in  every  way,  with  a 
dae  regard  to  his  own  rights,  to  accommodate  hinuelf  to  and 
couider  the  interests  of  his  tenants — ^to  hold  them  toge- 
ther, to  come  and  see  them  at  such  meetings,  to  see  them 
at  their  own  farms,  and  to  be  amongst  them  as  much 
M  possible.  These  were  things  which  he  consi- 
^^  to  be  Undlords'  duties."  This  may,  perhaps, 
WQ&d  a  little  vague;  as,  when  given  in  detail,  attending 


agricultural  dinners,  and  visiting  the  tenants  on  their 
farms,  slthough  no  doubt  very  excellent  things  in  their 
way,  would  seem  to  confine  landlords'  duties  within  a 
somewhat  limited  scope.  Again,  it  is  clearly  very  desir- 
able that  the  two  should  see  something  of  each  other,  but 
a  landlord  who  is  amongst  his  tenants  "as  mach  as 
possible,"  that  is  who  is  continually  over-looking  them, 
IS  apt  to  become  in  reality  an  intruder,  and  his  inter- 
ference to  do  more  harm  than  good.  An  occasional  ride 
over  the  estate,  when  the  owner  of  the  soil  may  see  and 
judge  for  himself  how  it  is  worked  and  what  is  wanted, 
should  be  productive  of  a  deal  of  good,  but  any  man  who 
is  always  busying  himself  about  another  man's  business 
is,  in  any  state  of  life,  but  too  often  in  the  way.  Secondly, 
or  on  the  other  side,  Mr.  Innea  cautions  his  hearers 
"  they  should  all  try  to  make  the  most  of  the  points  on 
which  they  agreed,  and  to  make  the  least  of  those  points 
in  which  their  interests  mi^t  probably  appear  to  differ ; 
and  if  there  were  diflierenoes,  to  keep  them  at  home,  and 
say  as  little  about  them  as  possible,  or,  according  to  the 
old  Scotch  proverb,  to  wasn  their  dirty  linen  in  the 
house."  And  here  we  arrive  at  the  grand  deduction  that 
the  best  thing  the  fiarmen  can  say  at  these  meetings  is  to 
say — ^nothing  whatever  I  If  they  altogether  agree  with 
what  the  landlords  have  said  there  can  naturally  be  no 
necessity  to  say  anything  more ;  and  if  they  do  not  they 
had  better  keep  their  differeneea  at  home,  or,  aa  Mr. 
Innes  elegantly  puts  it,  wash  their  dirty  linen  in  the 
house.  And  il  this  Ixdng  interpreted  means  to  say- 
there  ore  no  public  questions  which  concern  the  fiurmer, 
that  he  has  no  rights  to  aasert,  no  grievances  to  complain 
of,  about  which  he  should  have  the  impertinence  to  speak 
in  any  company  of  his  fellows.  Was  there  such 
rubbish  as  this  ever  uttered?  The  Reverend  Brodie 
Innes  says  "they  must  stick  to  their  class, 
to  their  interests  as  tenant-fiirmers ;"  and  how 
muat  they  do  so?  By  doing  and  saying  nothing.  Does 
the  reverend  gentleman  imagine  that  any  great  principle 
was  ever  recognised,  any  great  wrong  ever  redressed 
without  the  expression  of  popular  opinion  upon  it  P  He 
is  astonished  to  see  there  are  "a  great  many  farmers 
who  are  ready  to  join  in  the  cry  of  iig'uries  which  do  not 
toueh  themselves,  who  said  there  were  certain  erils 
over  Scotiand  in  one  way  or  other,  and  they  would  like 
to  protest,  like  to  petition  Parliament,  and  to  try  to  get 
them  removed.  When  they  came  to  ask  if  they  them- 
selves suffered  from  these  evils,  they  admitted  they  did 
not,  but  they  knew  somebody  in  the  neighbourhood,  or  a 
good  way  off,  that  did."  And  what  then  P  If,  as  Mr. 
Innes  advises,  these  men  are  to  stick  to  their  class,  surely 
it  is  all  to  their  credit  that  they  wage  war  against  evils, 
even  though  these  do  not  affect  themselves  but  only 
their  class.  Waa  ever  a  more  mean  selfish  doctrine 
sought  to  be  inculcated  I  Let  us  take  as  a  case  the 
crying  evil  of  the  day,  the  damage  done  by  game: 
if  a  tenant  wash  his  dirty  linen  at  home,  that  is,  if 
he  dare  complain  to  his  landlord,  it  is  about  equal 
main  and  chance  as  to  his  receiving  notice  to  auit,  or 
getting  any  redress.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  he  himself 
should  make  a  public  matter  of  his  "  injuries,"  he  is  only 
the  more  certainly  courting  his  own  ruin.  He  becomes  a 
marked  man,  not  merely  with  his  own,  but  with  all  the 
landlords  in  the  district.  An  evil  such  as  this  is  only  to 
be  eifeotually  attacked  by  washing  not  the  tenant's  but 
the  lflndl<«d's  rery  dirty  linen  in  publie--to  be  "cri«d" 
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down,  to  be  "protested"  aud  "  netitioned"  against  by  ! 
those  who  "  stick  to  their  ckss/   though  they  do  not 
suffer  themselves,  hot  know  of  some,  far  or  near,  who  do. 
Still  it  is  well  to  be  warned  in  time  of  the  consequences, 
and  Mr.  Brodie  Innes,  in  conclusion,  says,  impressively : 
"  If  the  landlords  seeing,  perhaps,  here  and  there,  oc- 
casion for  difference  on  some  points,  were  to  unite  as  a 
class    against    the     tenant-farmers    of    Scotland,    and 
say  they  would  stick  to    their   own  dass  as  against 
teuants,  what  would  the  result  be  P*'    Well,  we  repeat. 
What  would  the  result  beP      If  the  landlords,  seeing  | 
there  were  difElerences  which  required  proper  a^'ustment,  | 
still  refused  to  go  into  these,  though  the  tenants  as  a  , 
class  asked  that  such  matters  should  be  fairly  settled,  the  i 


result,  as  Mr.  Innes  appears  to  imply,  would  be  that  tlie 
tenant-iarmers  of  Scotland  would  be  turned  out  of  their 
farms.  Was  there  ever  such  rubbish  n  this  ?  or,  if  the 
threat  does  not  amount  to  thus  much,  what  does  it  meu  ? 
What  could  the  landlords  of  Scotland  unite  to  do  againit 
the  tenant-farmers  of  Scotland,  when  they  "  protested" 
against  abuses,  and  "petitioned"  for  rights  w&ch  would 
insure  the  land  being  maintained  in  a  better  state  of  cul- 
tivation P 

Mr.  Innes  regretted  to  see  so  few  of  the  landlords  of 
Scotland  present  at  the  dinner ;  but  if  these  gentlemen 
were  to  take  their  cue  from  him  it  was,  perhaps,  quite  as 
well  that  they  kept  away. — Mark  Lane  Expreu. 


LOCAL     TAXATION. 


The  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  and  report  whether  it  is  expedient  that 
the  charges  now  locally  imposed  on  the  occupiers  of  rate- 
able property  should  be  divided  between  the  owners  and 
occupiers,  and  what  changes  in  the  constitution  of  the 
local  bodies  now  administering  rates  should  follow  such 
division,  have  considered  the  matters  to  tbem  referred, 
and  have  come  to  the  following  resolutions,  which  they 
have  agreed  to  report  to  the  House : 

1.  That  your  committee,  without  pledging  themselves 
to  the  view  that  all  rates  should  be  deidt  with  in  the  same 
manner,  are  of  opinion : 

(a.)  That  the  existing  system  of  local  taxation,  under 
which  the  exclusive  charge  of  almost  all  rates  leviable 
upon  rateable  property  for  current  expenditure  as  well  as 
for  new  objects  and  permanent  works  is  placed  by  law 
npon  the  occupiers,  while  the  owners  are  generally  exempt 
from  any  direct  or  immediate  contributions  in  respect  of 
such  rates,  is  contrarv  to  sound  policy. 

{b,)  That  the  evidence  taken  before  vour  committee 
shows  that  in  many  cases  the  burden  of  the  rates,  which 
are  directly  paid  by  the  occnpier,  foils  ultimately,  either 
in  part  or  wholly,  upon  the  owner,  who,  nevertheless, 
has  no  share  in  their  administration. 

(c.)  That  in  any  reform  in  the  existing  system  of  local 
taxation,  it  is  expedient  to  adjust  the  system  of  rating  in 
such  a  manner  that  both  owners  and  occupiers  may  be 
brought  to  fed  an  immediate  interest  in  the  increase  or 
decrease  of  local  expenditure,  and  the  adminutration 
of  local  afiEiairs. 

(d,)  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  owners  as  well  as 
occupiers  directly  liable  for  a  certain  proportion  of  the 
rates. 

(e.)  That,  subject  to  equitable  arrangements  as  regards 
existing  contracts,  the  rates  should  be  collected,  as  at  pre- 
sent, from  the  occupier  (except  in  the  case  of  small  tene- 
ments, for  which  the  landlord  can  now,  by  law,  be  rated), 
power  being  given  to  the  occupier  to  deduct  from  his 
rent  the  proportion  of  the  rates  to  which  the  owner  may 
be  made  liable,  and  provision  being  made  to  render 
persons  having  superior  or  intermediate  interests  liable 
to  proportionate  deductions  from  the  rents  received  by 
them,  as  in  the  case  of  the  income-tax,  with  a  like  prohi- 
bition against  agreements  in  contravention  of  the  law. 

2.  Tlut  your  committee  have  examined  many  witesses, 
and  received  at  their  hands  very  conflicting  opinions  as 
regards  the  proportion  in  which  the  burden  of  rates  at 
present  falls  relatively  on  owners  and  occupiers. 

8.  That  in  the  event  of  any  division  of  rates  between 
the  owner  and  occupier,  it  is  essential  that  such  altera- 
tions should  be  made  in  the  constitution  of  the  bodies 


administering  the  rates  as  would  secure  a  direct  rqire- 
sentation  of  the  owners  adequate  to  the  immediate  iaterat 
in  lo(»l  expenditure  which  they  would  thus  have  acquired. 

4.  That  justices  of  the  peace  should  no  longer  set  ex 
officio  as  members  of  any  local  board  in  which  such  direct 
representation  of  owners  has  been  secured. 

6.  That  tiie  great  variety  of  rates  levied  by  different 
authorities,  even  in  the  same  area,  on  diffierent  assesimenti, 
with  difRerent  deductions,  and  by  different  ooUecton,  hu 
produced  great  confusion  and  expense ;  and  that,  in  any 
change  of  the  law  as  regards  local  taxation,  uniformitj 
and  simplicity  of  assessment  and  collection,  as  well  is 
economy  of  management,  ought  to  be  secured  as  for  ti 
possible. 

6.  That  the  consoUdattoa  into  one  rate  of  all  loeil  rates 
collected  within  the  same  area  is  a  matter  of  great  import- 
ance ;  and  that  your  committee  concur  in  the  resolstioo 
of  the  Select  Committee  on  Poor-rates  Assessment,  18d8, 
which  recommended  one  consolidated  rate,  viz.,  "that a 
demand  note  should  be  left  with  each  ratepayer  on  the 
rate  beiug  made,  stating  the  amount  of  the  reooisitions, 
the  rate  in  the  pound  for  each  purpose,  and  toe  period 
for  which  the  rate  is  made,  the  rateaole  value  of  the  pre- 
mises, the  amount  of  the  rate  thereon,  and  of  each  psj- 
menf'  of  the  instalments  of  the  rates. 

7.  That  whilst  it  is  necessary  to  make  provision  for 
limiting,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  disturbance  of  exiating 
contracts,  it  would  be,  on  many  grounds,  undesirable,  sod 
almost  impracticable,  to  extend  the  exemption  of  pro* 
perty  held  under  leases  from  the  operation  of  the  proposed 
changes  until  the  expiration  of  such  leases. 

8.  That  the  exclusion  of  the  owners  of  property  hdd 
under  long  leases  from  the  right  of  voting  for  local  sntfao- 
rities,  after  the  proposed  changes  had  tuen  effect  in  re- 
spect of  other  property,  would  lead  to  much  inconvenieoce 
and  confusion,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  would  be  ia- 
admissible  to  allow  them  to  vote  unless  they  acqaired  in 
immediate  interest  in  the  rates. 

9.  That  the  difficulties  of  the  case  would  be  eonitiblf 
met  by  exempting  the  owners  of  property  held  nnder 
lease  from  tiie  proposed  division  of  rates  for  a  period  d 
three  years,  and  by  providing  that  after  the  expiration  of 
that  time  the  occupiers  of  such  property  should  be  enti- 
tled, equally  with  all  other  occupiers,  to  deduct  from  the 
rent  the  proportionate  part  of  the  rates  to  which  the 
owner  may  become  liable,  power  being  given  to  the  owner  at 
the  same  time  to  add  to  his  rent  a  ram  equivalent  to  tk 
like  proportionate  part  of  the  rates,  calculated  oa  the 
average  annual  amount  of  the  rates  paid  by  the  oecapier 
during  the  three  years  above  referred  to. 

10.  That  by  the  terms  of  the  reforaiM  totheVi/oiv 
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temmittM  wtre  limited  to  the  question  of  the  diviiioii  of 
the  charges  on  rsteaUe  property  betvreea  the  owners  and 
ooea{uen,  and  what  changes  in  the  oonstitntion  of  local 
bodies  sdministering  rates  should  foUow  such  division  ; 
uid  ihej  hare  consequently  been  precluded  from  entering 
opoB  the  inqnixT  of  the  relations  of  local  and  imperial 
tantion,  and  the  nalnre  of  the  property  liable  to  the 
Bme. 

11.  That  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  iu- 
qiurjr  on  which  they  hare  been  engaged  forms  only  one 
briDch  of  the  general  question  of  bod  taxation,  and  that 
other  considerations,  besides  those  which  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  their  investigation,  should  be  previously  taken 
ioto  aeooont  in  any  general  measure  giving  effoct  to  the 
above  recommendations. 

15M/Wy,  1870. 

The  committee  was  thus  composed :  Mr.  Hunt,  Mr. 
Ayrtoo,  Sir  Massey  Lopes,  Mr.  Aeland,  Mr.  Corrance, 
Mr.  Rathbone,  Mr.  Pell,  Mr.  Oeorge  Gregory,  Sir 
William  Tite,  Mr.  Fielden,  Sir  Hedworth  Williamson, 
Mr.  William  Henry  Smith,  Mr.  Backhouse,  Mr.  Wheel- 
bue,  Mr.  St.  Aubyn,  Colonel  Brise,  Sir  James  Law- 
Race,  Mr.  Birley,  Mr.  Walter,  Mr.  Charles  Seely,  jun. ; 
Mr.  Goiehen  (Chairman). 

The  witnesses  examined  were :  Messrs.  D.  P.  Fry, 
F.  J.  Cochrane,  Tom  Taylor,  P.  B.  Gamett,  H.  A.  Hunt, 
T.  H.  Earle,  G.  A.  Webb,  C.  S.  Bead,  M.P.,  J.  Lam- 
bert, H.  Pownall,  W.  H.  Wyatt,  F.  H.  GIossop,  Genge 
Aadrewi,  Rogers,  Sqoarey,  Sir  S.  Waterlow,  Captain  F.  L. 
Diihirood,Dr.  W.  N.  Hancook,  SirT.  Thwaites,  J.  Caird, 
%  ward.  Grant,  Innes,  May,  W.  Middleton,  T  Aveney, 
and  Dodley  Baxter. 


LOCAL    TAXATION. 

The  Central  Chamber  of  Agriculture  called  a  pnblio  meeting 
itOiforloa  the  Wednesday  in  the  Show  week  forthepnrpooe 
of  diseoaainff  the  subject  of  loeal  taxation.  Cobnel  l\>mune, 
chainnan  of  the  Chamber,  was  to  have  taken  the  chair  at  the 
"  baoqoet "  bat  having  met  with  an  accident  he  was  unable  to 
ilo  10,  and  Sir  Massey  Lopes  occupied  his  place.  Sir  George 
Jenkiaion,  owinff  to  unforeseen  circumstances,  could  not  attend 
themertiDg;  Colonel  North,  M.P..  waa  alao  absent ;  Mr.  F.  S. 
Cornnce,  M.P.,  who  had  promised  to  attend,  did  not  appear; 
ud  Mr.  Bamett,  M.P.,  was  unavoidably  kept  away.  The 
attendance  generally  was  very  poor,  and  the  chairman,  in 
opraiog  the  bosiness,  regretted  the  smallneas  of  the  company. 

The  CaAixiLan  having  then  proposed  "  The  Health  of  Her 
Majcfty  the  Queen,"  the  only  toast  given,  moved  the  follow- 
'^H  rewlatton :  '*  That  this  meeting  protests  againat  the  pre- 
K&t  uDJoit  exemption  of  income  derived  from  peraonal  pro- 

afrom  contributing  towards  the  various  objects  for  which 
are  now  raised  by  loeal  rates,  and  is  atrongly  of  opinion 
^  thia  grievance  affects  owners  and  occnpier*  of  honae  pro- 
perty in  towns  qoite  as  much  as  the  landed  interest,  and, 
^heieibre,  that  both  descriptions  of  property  are  equally  in- 
tuited in  the  removal  of  this  anomaly."  fieferring  to  the 
AetofQuabeth,  which  ordained  that  everyone  should  pay 
towards  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  of  the  country  acooroing 
to  hit  means,  that  Act,  no  doubt,  excepted  from  anch  taxation 
voodi,  forests,  and  mines.  He  would  say,  let  them  be  in- 
dodcd,  and  ahio  let  peraonal  property  be  mdnded,  for  **  what 
^  Mace  for  tlie  goose  waa  aance  for  the  gander."  What  they 
ooo^ned  of  was  that  they,  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  land, 
pud  sot  only  their  fair  aniare  of  imperial  taxation,  bat  they 
vere  alao  ealled  upon  to  pav  the  exceptionally  and  ever- 
ioerMaing  income  tax,  beyond  the  imp«rial  burden.  They 
were  called  upon  to  pay  boome  tax  in  disgoise  to  the  extent 
of  about  13  per  cent  over  and  above  the  owners  of  other  de- 
Knytioa  of  property.  They  had  alao  to  pay  new  impositions 
ciDtirelj  unsonneetM  with  Poor-law  management,  and  now 
thej  were  ealled  upon  to  pay  an  education  rate.  That  was 
fated  to  be  8d.  in  the  £,  but  he  believed  it  would  more  often 
!«  6d.  Be  contended  that  all  these  rates  should  be  general 
la  their  ineidence,  and  that  all  descriptions  of  property,  in- 


eluding  perM>nal  incomes,  mines,  woods,  &e.,  ahould  pay  a  fair 
proportion  of  taxation. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Masjkii  (Staffordshire)  seconded  the  resolntion, 
maintaining  that  mannfacturers  paid  only  a  very  small  pro- 
portion of  taxation  for  labour  compared  with  tne  payments 
which  the  agriculturist — the  owner  and  occupier  of  land — ^was 
called  upon  to  pay. 

Mr.  mvLD  (Uanchester)  supported  the  resolution  in  a 
lengthy  speech,  in  the  course  ot  which  he  was  frequently  in- 
terrupted. 

Mr.  RusaxN  (Woroestershire)  alao  supported  the  resolu* 
tion,  which  was  carried. 

Mr.  A.  P£LL,  M.P.,  moved :  "That  the  proposal  to  divide 
the  payment  of  ratea  between  owners  and  oocnpier  does  not 
afford  any  relief  or  remedy  for  the  grievance  comphiined  of  in 
the  inddenoe  of  local  taxation,  and  that  no  settlement  of  the 
question  could  be  accepted  as  final  or  satisfactory  which  is  not 
preceded  by  a  thorough  inquiry  to  determine  whether  the 
objects  now  locsUy  provided  for  are  of  local  or  national  obli- 
gsAion.** 

Mr.  Sewill  Ebad,  M.P.,  seconded  the  motion.  He 
had  come  to  Oxford  direct  from  the  House  of  Commons 
that  day,  where  he  had  been  advocating  the  extinction 
of  all  ground  game,  and  he  hoped  he  should  be  ex- 
cused if  he  should  wander  a  little  from  the  subject  in  hand. 
He  was  himself  a  tenant-farmer,  and  might  be  said  to  repre- 
aent  the  occupiers  of  land  in  South  Norfolk,  and  if  he  said 
anything  in  favour  of  the  owners  of  land,  they  must  not  sup- 
pose that  his  sympathiea  were  altogether  in  favour  of  those 
owners.  He  proteated  emphatically  aninat  the  dogma  that 
beeanae  it  was  possible  to  say  that  the  owners  of  property 
might  incur  more  benefit  from  the  remission  of  local  taxation 
than  the  tenant,  thereforo  it  was  a  Question  which  ought  not 
to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Chamber  of  Agrienlture.  He 
protested  sgainst  any  such  narrow-minded  considerations. 
What  did  the  Government  propose  to  do  for  them  in  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  they  wera  plseedP  They  proposed  to  set 
landlord  and  tenant  by  the  ears— to  divide  the  rate  between 
the  owners  and  the  occupiers.  Li  fact,  by  putting  the  lots 
into  two  baskets,  on  the  back  of  one  donkey,  they  wanted  to 
make  them  believe  that  the  same  beast  did  not  cany  the  whole 
burden. 

Col.  Lxwis  (Wales)  supported  the  resolution,  which  was 
carried. 

Mr.  HoLLT  (Devonshire)  moved  the  lastresolutiou :  "  That, 
until  the  question  of  local  taxation  reform  has  been  satisfiac- 
torily  dealt  with,  this  meeting  pledges  itself  to  oppose  most 
strenuously  the  imposition  of  any  fresh  rates  on  the  present 
uigust  baaia,  for  anch  purposes  as  national  elementary  educa- 
tion, expenses  of  elections,  turnpike  roads,  emigration,  &c." 

Mr.  6.  Whittaxsb  (Worcestershire)  seconded  the  resolu- 
tion, wluch  was  carried,  and  the  meeting  broke  up. 

[Aceording  to  the  "organ"  of  the  Central  Chamber,  the 
**  general  company  consisted  mainly  of  farmers  attending  the 
Boyal  Agricultural  Show ;"  whereas  S^  North  of  Enplaitd 
Farmer  "  regrets  to  say  the  meeting  was  worse  then  a  failure. 
Instead  of  150  being  present,  as  the  authorities  of  the  Central 
Chamber  representea  there  would  be,  there  were  only  between 
fifty  and  sixty,  twenty  of  whom  were  reporters  with  free 
tickets  and  two-thirds  of  the  others  were  induced  to  attend  by 
a  Worcester  man.  This  is  not  our  idea,  we  wiah  to  aay,  but  the 
view  of  a  aecretary  of  a  provincial  chamber,  who  was  present."] 


LOCAL    TAXATION. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  ths  Nottinghamshire  Chamber 
of  Agrieoltura  held  at  East  Betford,  the  attendance  was  not 
BO  large  as  had  been  expected.  In  consequence  of  the  Educa- 
tion Bill  having  passed  the  House  of  Commons,  the  subject 
was  not  discnssed ;  and  Local  Taxation  wu  thus  the  only  one 
left. 

The  Bev.  C.  Nbvili  moved  the  first  resolution :  **  That  real 
property  as  opposed  to  personal  property  is  snlgected  to  much 
greater  burdens  in  respect  of  the  maintenance  of  the  poor, 
and  other  taxes,  than  it  is  entitled  justly  to  bear ;  this  meeting 
is,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  area  of  rating  should  be  ex- 
tended BO  that  the  whole  income  of  the  country,  however  de- 
rived, should  bear  its  £air  share  of  taxataon.*'  There  was,  no 
doubt,  a  difficulty  in  the  country  in  getting  fanners  to  unite, 
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•Ad  in.  thit  respect  thef  were  not  to  ineeeMAil  u  the  inhabtt- 
ints  of  towns ;  bat  itill  if  they  could  arruige  to  meet  tnd 
combine  together  it  wonld  be  a  great  adTantage  to  the  agri- 
toral  interest,  as  they  oonld  then,  by  united  action,  prees  their 
questions  on  the  Government  of  the  day.  It  was  sometimes 
■aid  that  this  question  of  rating  was  not  interesting  to  ten- 
ants— that  the  landlords  had  more  to  do  with  the  question. 
Now,  he  had  had  a  good  deal  of  experience  in  the  letting  of 
land,  and  he  was  sure  that  Lord  Galway  and  Mr.  Foljambe  would 
confirm  what  he  had  said  when  he  asserted  that  the  increase 
of  rating  fell  very  heavily  on  the  tenant.  It  was  the  reverse 
of  a  landlord's  question ;  but  he  said  this,  that  if  landlords 
did  their  utmost  to  save  tenants  every  shilling  they  could,  ten- 
ants in  return  should  do  what  they  could  to  support  the  adfo- 
eacy  of  such  great  public  questions. 

Mr.  John  Walkes  (Mattersea)  seconded  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Geo.  Stoker  supnorted  the  resolution.  He  thought 
the  ml  question  at  issue  lay  in  a  nut-shell.  The  mat  ques- 
tion  they  had  to  consider  was  that  of  rating ;  and  ne  thought 
that  all  farmers  there,  as  well  as  those  who  had  rateable  pro- 
perty of  any  kind,  must  see  that  the  rates  were  increasing  to 
an  uarming  extent.  In  addition  to  those  already  imposed, 
they  had  the  prospect  of  an  education-rate,  and,  looming  in 
the  distance,  perhaps  an  emigration-rate.  When  they  saw  the 
position  in  wriich  the  agricumiral  interest  was  at  present,  and 
the  fluctuations  which  were  inseparable  from  this  occupation, 
he  thought  the  time  had  arrived  when  the  agricultural  interest 
should  take  the  lead  in  examining  into  this  question,  and  ask 
why  it  was  that  they  were  charged  with  such  an  amount  of 
rates,  and  whether  other  classes  should  not  share  the  burdens 
of  those  rates  with  them.  Their  great  grievance  was,  that  as 
holders  and  occupiers  of  land  they  had  to  pay  taxes  on  land 
and  houses,  to  the  exclusion  of  personal  propertyor  property 
consisting  of  shares,  money  in  the  funds,  &c.  The  net  was 
that  about  two-thirds  of  the  whole  income  of  the  country,  as 
matters  at  present  stood  escaped  taxation. 

Mr.  F.  J.  S.  FouAMBE,  M..P.,  moved  the  second  resolution, 
**  That  this  Chamber  regrets  that  the  Government  has  made 
no  attempt  during  the  present  session  to  place  the  burdens  of 
taxation  on  a  more  extended  and  equal  basis  ;  and  therefore 
pledges  itself  to  use  eveiy  oonstitntional  means  to  produce  a 
speedy  adjustment  of  the  question.**  He  quite  concurred  with 
tne  assertion  that  the  Government  had  made  no  attempt  to 
settle  the  great  question  which  they  were  then  discussing,  but 
it  must  be  kept  in  mind  that  the  progress  of  the  Ministry  was 
one  which  demanded  the  strength  of  a  Hercules  to  cany  it 
out,  and  that  more  than  one  member  of  the  Government  had 
broken  down  under  the  labour  of  the  session.  He  hoped  that 
before  the  Government  framed  a  measure  on  such  a  great 
question  as  this,  great  oare  would  be  taken  in  reference  to  its 
provisions,  and  ample  time  given  for  its  consideration.  So  far 
as  the  resolution  he  had  read  went,  he  was  sure  that  all  who 
had  agreed  with  the  first  resolution  would  have  no  difficulty  in 
supporting  the  one  he  had  just  read.  The  duty  of  all  to  use 
every  constitutional  means  for  the  adjustment  of  the  question 
was  obvious ;  and  this  must  be  done  bv  bringing  it  before  Par- 
liament b^  petition,  supported  by  the  efforts  of  their  repre- 
sentatives in  the  House  of  Commons.  There  was  no  doubt 
some  reason  why  the  landed  proprietor  of  the  country  should 
be  called  on  to  pay  the  taxes;  because  the  original 
tenure  of  land  was  that  the  defensive  forces  of  the  country  in 
time  of  war  should  be  supplied  by  the  holders.  That  tenure 
had  now  completely  altered,  but  when  the  Act  was  passed  for 
rating  land  exclusively  there  was  very  little  property  of  any 
other  kind,  and  it  was  not  till  after  the  persecution  in  the  low 
countries  and  in  France  that  the  authors  of  our  now  extensive 
manufactures  came  to  this  country  and  laid  the  foundation  of 
England's  wealth.  Our  present  connections  as  a  nation  were 
now  entirely  altered,  and  the  necessity  of  a  change  in  the 
mode  of  rating  was  obvious.  It  would,  however,  require  great 
eara  in  the  framing  of  snoh  a  measure,  for  they  could  not 
always  give  a  specific  value  to  money,  ^ut  it  was  quite  in- 
controvertible that  a  great  part  of  the  income  of  this  country, 
which  had  not  yet  borne  its  proportion  in  the  payment  of 


taxes,  and  when  land  was  now  so  heavily  taxed  there  was 
great  danger  that  the  new  rates  which  were  in  prospeet 
might  belike  thelast  straw,  which  wonld  break  the  camel's  back. 

Mr.  H.  Bbevor  (Blyth),  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  GoPBSR  (Balderton),  supported  the  resolution.  The 
^aie9fPi^U«fflmt  teemed  to  mtYe  no  time  i^t  all  to  attend  to 


the  landed  intereet.  They  seemed  to  have  lost  rig^ht  of  Ssf • 
land.  They  were  killing  the  ihited  calf  for  Iielaad,  bet  tbff 
tamed  a  deaf  ear  to  l^eeomplaints  of  the  farmer.  Mr.Lofc, 
in  his  grand  budget,  forgot  aU  about  the  Malt  Tax,  laiit 
really  seemed  that  they  had  no  time  to  attend  to  the  fumtn  gf 
Ei^land,  but  they  must  look  oak  for  themselves. 
The  resolutioni  were  carzied. 


WEIGHTS  AND  MEASUEES. 

The  following  report  of  a  joint  eoBsmittce  of  the  Liters 
national  Decimal  Association,  and  of  the  Central  Chinbcf 
of  Ai^coltore,  has  been  issued,  under  the  signstars  dhoti 
fortescuef  as  chairman  :  From  evidence  biought  before  yoir 
committee,  it  appears  that  the  extreme  diffocnce  of  praetiee 
in  the  weights  and  measures  used  in  different  marketi  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  for  the  sale  of  grain  and  other  agncohonl 
products  and  manures,  is  the  cause  of  considenble  incocn- 
nience  and  loss.    The  Banbury,  Devonshire.  Essex,  fiovdes- 
shire.    Kincardineshirci  Leicestershire!  Malton,   HonnoQtfc- 
shire,  Norfolk,  North  of  Bngland,  North  Biding  of  Yorksbiff, 
Scottish,  Warwickshire,  and  Worceatenhire  Chamben  of  A|- 
riculture  are  unanimous  in  their  opinion  that  steps  abooU  be 
taken  for  obtaining  a  uniform  system  as  speedily  at  poisible ; 
and,  from  long  experience,  ^our  committee  are  conviBced  lU: 
no    voluntary  or   permissive  le^slalion,  and  that  bo  local 
arrangement  or  un«ierstanding  will  enable  us  to  rralize  the 
object  in  view.    In  the  language  need  by  more  than  oat  of 
such  Chambers,  "  Whatever  standard  be  decided  opon,  tb^ 
same  should  be  made  compulsoiy  throughout  thecooBtn." 
Besides,  however,  a  general  testimony  in  favour  of  uaifomit; 
of  weights  and  measures  in  the   United  Kiagdon,  jou 
committee  find  that  a  movement  has  been  gaining  (Toul 
for    extending     such     uniformity     among    all    coontho. 
And  your  Committee  are  strongly  impressed  with  the  coone- 
tion  that,  de^ndent  as  we  are  noon  foreign  countries  for  tiic 
supply  of  grab,  other  a|rioultnnl  products  and  numorcf,  ftai 
advantage  would  be  denved  if,  in  making  the  necessary  chip, 
we  could  contribute  to  the  realixation  of  this  lar^r  objfC. 
It  would  save  time,  it  would  prevent  errors,  it  would  fn'ij 
fiiciliiate  eommercial  transactions,  if  grain  were  quoted  id  tkf 
same  manner  in  every  market  of  the  worid,  and  if  osr  oef* 
chants  and  oom-growen  could  understand  tiie  orduuiy  qooti- 
tions  from  Stettin  and  Odessa  as  readily  as  thoie  from  tkr 
own  home  markets.    Nor  is  the  object  far  from  Vp^^ 
attainment.    Your  Committee  have  learned  that  considenbl' 
progress  has  already  been  made  in  the  great  work;  tbt  a 
large  number  of  countries,  having  an  aggregate  popoltliofl  s 
more  than  900,000,000  (two  hundred  millions),  both  oa  tbe 
Baltic  and  Mediterranean  seas,  and  on  the  Atlantic  and  f«s^' 
oceans,  have  agreed  in  adopting  and  are  already  nua^  t^ 
metric  system;  that  this  system  has  just  been  eitablisiv^ 
throughout  our  Indian  Empire,  and  that  in  this  kiDfrdom  ax 
in  the  United  states  of  America  the  use  of  the  same  vrirb'> 
and  measures  has  been  made  legal  and  permissive.   I'n^*' 
such  drcumstancea,  and  believing  that  if  a  change  ii  to  » 
made,  it  is  best  to  endeavour  to  secure  a  system  a«  ^erkd  ai 
possible,  one  not  likelv  to  be  again  altered,  and  one  qiiM 
suitable  to  the  general  wants  of  all  classes  of  the  eonttBfli|r. 
your  Committee  have  come  to  the  oondusion  that  ^.^^ 
mode  of  obtaining  a  real  and  permanent  uniformity  ia  v^P^^ 
and  measures  appUcable  to  the  sale  of  grain  and  other  ign- 
cultural  products  and  manures  is  by  adaptiog  osr  pi«^- 
practice  to  the  metric  system.    With  a  view  to  thii  object, 
your  Committee  beg  to  make  the  following  recommendstioB*. 
(1.)  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  it  ii  etantt 
that  the  Government  ahonld  be  requested  to  act  opoa  tn? 
recommendations  of  the  Standards  Commisiknen  is  \^ 
second  and  third  reports,  by  legisUtinr,  with  tlie  Inst  p^ 
ticable  delay,  in  reference  to  the  inlroduction  of  themewt 
weighU  and  measures  in  this  country, and  ftol»*^"?[!"^ 
use  by  making  proper  arranaements  for  the  legal  ^«5**°^ 
and  stamping  of  such  weights  and  measures.   (2)  •"« 
Chambers  of  Agriculture  and  the  Chambers  of  Coiuoerw  J^ 
recommended  to  petition  the  Legiilatnie  to  psm,  ^i^  . 
least  practicable  delay,  such  ennctmenU  as  will,  wf*"^  T^ 
kUogramme  with  its  decimal  multiples  and  «»▼»■«»»  *'J: 
itudard  unit  of  weight  in  liea  of  the  ptewt  poiai  "^ 
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iq^  tad  other  imp«Ral  tnd  eiutomarf  weightf.  (8.)  That 
itt  Um  oviiiion  of  your  Committee,  the  me  of  tnch  standard 
weif hti  looold  be  made  oompulaory  within  a  definite  time : 
ud  thenoeforth  oontracts  niade  by  any  other  weights  shoidd 
be  inTslid.  (4.)  That,  although  the  Central  Chamber  of 
Agricultnre  has  reeommended  that  grain  should  be  sold  by  the 
"  cental  **  of  100  lb.  (one  hundred  pounds),  which  is  in  nse  at 
liTcrpool,  yet  as  your  Committee  find  the  general  ayerage 
weigiit  of  a  seek  of  the  different  kinds  of  grain  to  be  abont 
2241b.  (two  hundred  and  tventy-fonr  pounds),  or  the  tenth 


part  of  a  ton,  thej  an  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  desirable  to 
substitnte  for  the  *< cental"  a  weight  of  100  (one  hundred) 
Idlogrammes  (or,  in  other  words,  **aqnintal**),  which  only 
differs  by  a  fraction  from  220  lb.  (two  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds).  (6.)  That  this  report  be  printed  and  copies  trans- 
mitted to  all  the  chambers  of  agriculture  and  cnambers  of 
commerce,  to  agricultural  societies,  farmer's  clubs,  and  mu- 
nicipal oonndls,  with  the  request  tJiat  they  will  circulate  the 
same,  and  consider  the  recommendations  of  this  Committee  at 
their  earlieat  oonyenlenoe. 


CALENDAR     OF    AGRICULTURE. 


The  haireit  orer  the  laigeat  part  of  tlie  kingdom  wiU 
be  done  during  this  month,  an  early  portion  of  the  crops 
beiog  cat  and  carried  during  the  latter  end  of  last  month, 
ud  the  Uttest  hanrest  extends  orer  the  North  of  Scot- 
hod,  and  in  kte  seasona  is  often  prolonged  into  October. 
Id  these  unsteady  climates  the  grains  are  all  cat  by  hand- 
Bckles,  toothed  or  scythed,  tied  into  sheaves,  and 
pUced  in  stooks  of  twelve  sheaves,  often  with  two 
placed  astride  on  the  top,  with  the  bntt-ends  meet- 
log,  and  the  grain  ends  split  to  coyer  the  ends  of  the 
•took.  This  position  defends  the  stook  from  rains,  and 
io  a  dry  condition ;  but,  when  thoronghly  wetteid  by 
heary  rains,  the  drying  of  the  stook  is  prevented  by  the 
eoTering  sheaves,  which  have  oflen  to  be  removed  for  the 
pnrpoie  of  exposing  the  stook  to  the  drying  winds.  Still,  it 
i<  reckoned  a  nsefnl  precaution.  Thatch  mnst  be  always 
ready  to  cover  the  ricks,  in  hand-drawn  straws  from  the 
last  year's  crop ;  and  in  wheat-growing  crops  it  suits  well 
to  thrash  the  new  crop  for  seed,  and  to  draw  the  straws 
for  thstch  from  the  operation  of  machinery.  But,  as  be- 
fore observed,  the  thatching  of  ricks  of  grain  will  be 
wholly  superseded  by  the  permanent  roofii  of  thin  irons 
which  cover  the  position  of  the  ricks,  in  a  row,  with  a 
nilvay  intervening,  for  the  convenience  of  the  graina 
being  eonveyed  to  the  thrashing  machinery.  The  ar- 
rangement will  wholly  remove  the  risk  of  damage  to  the 
ricks  before  being  thatched,  which  is  often  both  a  loss 
ud  a  perplexing  accident.  Except  in  some  cases  of  dry 
lands,  eariy  climates,  and  very  short  crops  of  straws,  all 
grtiDs  should  be  tied  into  aheaves  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
venient handling,  and  for  the  better  scutching  by  ma- 
chinery. Barley  and  oats,  which  are  the  crops  that  are 
treated  in  broadcaat,  may  lie  in  swathe  for  aome  days, 
tamed  over,  and  then  tied  into  sheaves.  Pew  crops  are 
w  ihort  in  straws  as  not  to  admit  this  mannfhcture.  The 
extreme  shortness  of  straw  prevails  only  on  the  chalks 
ud  lands  of  the  sonthem  counties,  in  which  the  thrash - 
iog  by  flail  rather  than  by  machinery  is  suited  for  the  se- 
paration of  strawa  and  grains,  that  are  forked  together  as 
a  hay-rick,  making  a  slovenly  work,  partly  necessary,  but 
mostly  continued  fW)m  custom. 

Peas  are  ripped,  torn,  or  cut  firom  the  ground  by  hand- 
licUe,  hud  into  small  heaps,  that  are  frequently  turned 
ojer  to  procure  a  uniform  dryness,  and  then  carried  into 
ricks  or  bams.  The  thatching  of  the  ricks  must  be  done 
qnickly,  aa  leguminous  bodies  imbibe  and  retain  much 
moisture.  A  platform  of  wooden  beams  and  bars,  pkced 
tome  feet  firom  the  ground,  is  a  very  suitable  position  for 
peas  and  beans.  An  open  space  underneath  is  advantage- 
ous to  any  ricks  of  dried  herbage. 

Machinery  cuts  beans  with  a  comparative  advantage  of 
the  stems  standing  upright,  and  of  strength  to  withstand 
we  cutting  power  of  the  machine,  and  to  fall  regularly 
from  its  stroke,  and,  aa  when  cut  by  hand-sickle,  the 
haulm  is  tied  into  sheaves  with  straw  ropes  or  with 
twred  twine,  which  last,  being  preserved,  will  bst  for 
JCTeral  yeara.  The  rieka  being  all  thatched  and  secured 
D)r  ropes,  the  ^ard  mufii  1^  xiMi  cleAn,  and  bU  rabbi^h 


cairied  to  a  dung-yard,  so  that  a  genenl  neatneaa  may 
prevail  on  every  point  oif  management. 

Lay  well-prepared  earthy  composts  on  graas-lands 
eaten  bare  and  on  lucerne.  Being  previously  scarified 
deeply,  spread  the  compost  evenly  over  the  surface,  bush- 
harrow,  and  then  roll  the  ground  heavily  in  dry  weather. 
This  treatment  promotea  an  early  spring  vegetation. 

Finish  the  dunging  of  clay  fdlows  for  wheats.  Cart 
stones  and  tiles  to  drains.  Scour  ditches.  Repair, 
straighten,  and  widen  brooks  and  rivulets,  and  mix  the 
excavated  materials  with  lime  for  earthy  composts. 

In  the  end  of  the  month  scarify  the  pea  and  bean 
grattans,  when  the  quality  of  the  land  will  produce  wheat, 
as  is  required  from  beans,  and  in  some  cases  from  peas : 
if  not,  it  is  referred  for  oata  and  barley  in  the  spring. 
Bum  into  ashes  the  rabbish  collected  by  the  scari^ngs, 
which  will  form  a  dress  for  the  land ;  and  it  may  answer 
a  good  purpose  to  apply  a  sprinkling  of  farm-yard  dung 
to  assist  the  crop  of  autumn  wheat. 

But  this  arrangement  wholly  depends  if  the  crop  of 
legumes  has  been  thick  on  the  ground  and  has  covered  the 
land  with  a  leafy  canopy  so  close  as  to  exclude  light  and 
drought,  kill  all  weeds,  retain  moisture,  engender  minute 
life,  and  promote  its  destraction  for  the  purpose  of  fer- 
tilizing the  soil.  Unless  these  circumstances  are  in 
existence  the  land  must  be  cropped  in  the  spring,  with 
the  advantages  of  the  surface  being  scarified  and  the  rub- 
bish burnt  into  ashes. 

Plough  grass  leys  for  wheat  in  the  end  of  the  month, 
when  the  ground  may  be  moistened  by  rains,  and  the 
land  may  be  exposed  for  a  time  before  sowing.  The 
practice  is  not  much  to  be  commended ;  for  on  turnip 
soils,  be  the  cause  what  it  may,  the  fact  ii  certain,  that 
the  turnip  succeeds  best  after  oats ;  and  as  in  the  case  of 
bare  fallow  lands,  wheat  on  ley  just  before  the  fallowing, 
and  being  sown  upon  it,  the  two  crops  of  the 
same  vegetable  are  too  nearly  placed.  Plough 
the  green  crop  lands  of  next  year,  and  perform 
the  operations  of  fallowing  into  the  second  or  third  earth 
with  the  rolling  and  clearing  away  of  weeds  and  stones. 
The  advantage  is  gained  of  a  forward  condition  in  the 
spring.  Objections  have  been  found  to  land  lying  during 
winter  in  a  fine  comminution  of  particles,  which  admit 
the  most  intimate  mixture  with  water,  becoming 
"  sleeched"  in  the  manner  of  mud,  and  with  its  weakness, 
having  the  adhesion  destroyed,  that  is  so  yery  necessary 
for  the  activity  of  vegetation  being  promoted.  Autumn 
fallowing  can  be  done  only  with  early  harveats  and  under 
benign  climates,  and  it  may  not  advance  beyond  some 
stray  performances. 

In  the  end  of  the  month  plough  clay  fallows  for  wheat, 
and  sow  winter  vetches  on  good  lands  for  the  early  spring 
food.  Mix  the  seed  with  beans  or  winter  barley  and 
rye,  which  last  may  be  sown  as  a  seed  crop,  and  also  for 
an  early  green  meat  for  ewea  and  lambs. 

Pick  hops.  The  flowers  are  cut  by  scissors  from  the 
haulm,  and  placed  in  bins ;  paid  by  measure  at  a  fixed 
late;  then  carried  to  the  oast,  and  dried  with  cok^  an^ 
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Bolpbar  to  gi^e  a  yellovr  tinge;  a  slight  coloaring  i« 
Bometimes  OMd.  The  hops  are  pressed  iato  bags  of  a  certain 
size  and  weight,  and  are  ready  for  the  market.  The 
hanlm  of  the  hop  is  used  for  litter  in  cattle  yards,  being 
slow  of  decomposition,  it  must  be  cut  into  short  pieces. 
Place  the  poles  on  a  dry  gronnd  in  a  conical  form,  with 
on  extreme  top  covering. 

The  latest  crop  of  spring-sown  yetches  along  with  the 
second  crop  of  clovers,  will  form  the  green  meat  of  the 
iarm,  and  mnst  be  amply  supplied  to  the  work  horses,  to 
tbe  milch  cows  at  the  evening  meal,  to  the  young  pigs  in 
the  store-yard,  and  to  a  yard  of  young  cattle,  and  the 
earliest  calves  of  the  year.  A  portion  of  the  herbage  of 
the  vetches  will  be  provided  with  an  early  seeding,  and 
being  made  into  hay,  or  so  far  dried  as  to  prevent  monld, 
wUl  form  a  most  valuable  food  for  work  borsea,  and  for 


■  keeping  stock.    The  yards  mnst  be  littered  often  soA 

thinly  with  straws  cut  into  short  lengths  by  the  thnsbiog 

maebineiy,  as  that  csndition  will  afford  mnch  conveaienee 

in  the  straws  being  mixed  with  the  solid  and  urinuy 

faces,  and  for  being  covered  in  the  land.    The  rammer 

;  straws  being  thus  prepared  for  litter,  the  yards  erected  io 

I  the  basin-shape  to  hold  moisture,  and  tbe  animsli  smplj 

supplied  with  green  meat  in  an  unbroken  sneceMioo. 

,  The  making  of  dung  may  go  on  during  the  nimmer 

months,  and  will  produce  a  most  valuable  adkition  in  tbe 

I  Quantity,  and  of  a  quality  fully  equal  to  the  winter  pro* 

I  auction.    It  will  wholly  depend  on  tbe  provision  thit  ii 

'  made  of  green  food,  which  must  be  unbroken,  and  ample 

!  in  the  quantity.    The  preparation  and    acquisition  of 

j  manure  is  fully  equal  in  importance  to  the  cnltintioa 

'  of  the  land  to  which  it  is  applied. 


CALENDAR    OP    GARDENING. 


Kitchen  Oaaden. 

Sow  salads,  as  mustard  and  cress,  twice,  with  ten  or 
fourteen  days  intervals ;  radish  in  firamts,  and  transplant 
lettuce  to  stand  on  ridges  all  winter.  The  seeds  may  be 
sown  early  for  winter,  and  so  soon  as  fit  for  transplanta- 
tion ought  to  be  pricked  out  into  a  roomy  frame,  where 
the  plants  will  prosper  and  stand  the  winter :  some  of 
the  hardiest  brown  sorts  may  perhaps  endure  the  frost, 
but  in  general  the  other  sorts  prevail. 

Plant  the  main  stock  of  cabbages  in  an  open  situation, 
the  soil  rich  with  manure,  unless  it  be  new  loam.  All 
the  "  Brassicas"  prosper  amazingly  in  fresh  earth,  and 
indeed  far  better  tium  in  old  garden  soil. 

The  plants  of  sninach  raised  from  seed  should  be 
thinned  out  to  regular  distances  of  two  or  three  inches ; 
the  plants  will  then  become  stocky,  and  may  be  thinned 
again,  and  the  plants  so  removed  may  be  used  for  the 
toble. 

Thin  out  and  hoe  the  spaces  between  the  rows  of  tur- 
nips, which  should  always  be  sown  in  drills. 

Sow  salad  again  if  required. 

Mushroom  beds  are  prepared  during  the  month,  and 
is  the  proper  season  for  those  produced  naturally,  especi- 
ally if  the  month  be  showery.  The  plants  diow  no 
reason  for  being  cultivated  in  the  dark,  as  they  are  seen 
to  pros]^  in  fudl  day-light. 

Continual  attention  to  weeding  is  now  reouired,  for 
now  the  garden  is  liable  to  be  quickly  filled  witn  ground- 
sel, chickweed,  and  other  rubbish. 

Trench,  ridge,  and  dig  spare  grounds.  Manure  and 
prepare  plots  for  artichokes,  asparagus,  sea-kale,  and 
rhubarb.  Carry  off  and  clean  the  garden  of  haulm,  and 
take  all  to  the  rotting  compost  heaps.  Big  potatoes  ; 
carefuUy  piek  out  the  worthless,  the  verv  small  tubers, 
and  the  least  appearance  of  disease,  for  though  it  is  said 
that  partial  symptoms  do  not  convey  the  infection  yet  it 
may  be  the  safnt  way  to  avoid  the  contact  as  much  as 
possible. 

Exterminate  all  weeds  which  will  appear  in  the  roots 
only,  as  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  stems  have  been 
allowed  to  bear  seeds  in  any  cultivated  grounds.  Digging 
and  hand-picking  of  the  roots  will  remove  the  pests  of 
the  garden,  which  create  a  constant  labour.  Each 
plot  of  ground  is  brought  into  a  state  of  clean  order, 
a  neat  digging  that  renders  a  sober  quiet  picture  during 
winter,  more  beautiful  perhaps  than  that  of  the  rampant 
luxuriance  of  summer. 

The  earliest  collected  manure  in  the  liquid  pit  will  be 
ready  to  be  used  on  the  beds  prepared  for  strong  looU, 


as  artichoes,  rhubarb,  sea-kale,  and  cabbage  pknts,  whiek 
require  a  strong  encouragement  both  in  the  sofl  sod  in 
the  manure.  Much  moisture  is  required  in  the  dung, 
which  should  be  deeply  saturated  with  liquids,  niked 
and  so  far  dried  as  not  to  lose  any  moisture  oy  droppiDg. 
The  collection  of  materials  for  manure  in  the  diy  com- 
post heap  and  in  the  liquid  tank  most  be  unremittingly 
continued  during  every  season  of  the  year. 

Fauit  Dbpartmxnt. 

The  first  operation  may  be  the  final  planting  of  itnw- 
berry  beds  and  rows,  well-rooted  young  plants  wiU  nidf 
fiul,  but  the  best  method  is  to  be  provided  with  jonog 
stock  raised  in  pots  and  now  tranaplantad  with  entire 
balls.    Pot  strawberries  for  forcing. 

Prune,  bark  to  within  three  or  four  eyes  of  the  projecting 
shoots,  of  apple,  pear,  plum,  and  cherry  trees  so  iar  to 
aid  the  sweUmg  of  fruitfol  buds.  At  the  end  of  tbe 
month  plant  young  fruit  trees  in  a  well  wronght  loim 
that  is  freehand  rich  with  dung,  or  in  a  turf  of  soil  of  a 
grassy  v^etation  which  retains  trees  in  mnch  health  and 
vigour.  Pits  in  which  trees  are  planteil  are  prepsred  for 
one  or  two  years  by  frequent  diggings  and  mixings  with 
short  and  rich  liquids,  so  that  tbe  tree  is  richly  fed,  bot 
the  roots  meet  a  strong  obstacle  in  the  passage  from  the 
loose  soil  into  the  finn  bank  of  unmoved  groond.  It 
may  be  better  to  place  the  roots  among  the  loamy  pre- 
paration in  a  moderate  depth  to  spread  horixontally  along 
the  upper  stratum  of  the  vegetable  anrface  in  wluch  the 
fibrous  roots  of  trees  seek  their  aliment.  Mulch  the 
ground  finely  over  the  position  of  the  roots.  The 
orchard  will  be  fenced :  single  trees  must  be  defended  hj 
three  or  four  posts  in  the  ground  bearing  eross-bowi  at 
the  top,  which  spread  wider  to  admit  the  brandies  hav- 
ing a  range  of  protection.  The  posts  to  open  outwards 
at  the  top  for  that  purpose.  The  stem  of  theyoong 
tree  in  two  feet  above  the  ground  must  be  defended  from 
the  gnawings  of  hares  and  rabbits  by  a  fence  of  s  few 
wires  joined  together.  The  tree  mav  be  five  to  aeren 
fleet  high,  clean  and  smooth  in  tbe  bark,  gently  tapering 
in  the  stem,  with  a  strong  leading  shoot  and  branchei 
regularly  spread,  of  uniform  length,  root  of  health/ 
fibres  attached  to  a  strong  tap,  which  must  be  ail 
shortened  when  planted  and  laid  in  proper  horixontal 
direction.  No  bundle  of  roots  can  be  inserted.  Gather 
the  crops  of  pears  and  apples,  and  lay  in  store  on  a  diy 
fioor  in  a  dry  place;  cover  with  dry  straw,  when  Isin  for 
some  time,  and  remove  every  appearance  of  dec^  fnm 
the  store. 
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Place  nets  in  firent  of  anj  wall  fruit  trees  to  catch  the  !  choice  green-houae  plants  and  place  them  in  their  winter 


falling  frait.  Protect  grapes  and  other  fruits  by  muslin  ' 
or  gsoxe  coTers,  and  if  wasps  abound  suspend  bottles 
liidf  filled  with  treacle-water  among  the  branches,  which 
viD  destroy  a  large  number. 

Flowbb  Garden. 
Finish  the  clipping  of  hedges,  hawthorn,  box-edgings, 
vMch  may  be  planted  and  renewed,  and  plant  slips  of 
herbaeeoos  flowering  plants;    remove  and  re-pot  any 


quarters,  and  transplant  pinks  raised  from  pipings. 

Weed  and  roll  gravel  walks  and  lawns,  when  in  a 
damp  state ;  rough  dig  or  fork  all  the  vacant  parts  of 
borders ;  give  every  portion  of  ground  a  neat  hoeing  and 
raking  to  destroy  weeds  and  to  bring  the  surface  to  that 
neat  appearance  which  is  so  reposing  during  winter. 
Weeds  and  rubbish  left  now  will  prove  a  great  nuisance, 
as  it  will  soon  be  too  kte  to  work  the  ground. 


AUTUMN    CULTURE. 


BY     A     FSACTICAL     FARMER. 


The  onusual  suitability  of  this  forward  season  for  the 
opentioos  of  antnmn  culture  must  be  our  excuse  for 
igain  touching  on  the  subject.  The  benefits  to  be 
derired  from  autumn  culture  are  immense,  and  the 
Tirtnes  and  fertility  imparted  to  the  soil  by  the 
nriona  operations  are  invaluable.  By  autumn  culture 
ve  mean  the  breaking  up  the  soil  immediately  after 
hirrest,  and  subjecting  it  to  the  customary  processes 
ofcnltirationasfor  a  summer  fallow.  For  this  purpose 
of  breaking  up,  the  power  of  steam  is  of  wonderful  ad- 
nntlge.  It  wonld  be  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  coun- 
try if  all  the  arable  land  not  under  crop,  which  has  been 
properly  drained,  could  at  once  be  broken  up  by  the 
3team  ploogh  or  cultivator  within  the  next  month.  The 
destnction  of  weeds  and  the  seedlings  of  weeds  would  be 
most  effective.  The  absorption  of  atmospheric  influences 
at  this  season  when  the  air  is  greatly  charged  with  the 
efflaria  emitted  from  decayed  and  decaying  vegetation  is 
of  sorpriaing  benefit,  being  deposited  by  dews  and  rains. 
Ilie  destroying  of  insects,  grubs,  wireworms,  slugs,  and 
ill  such  pests  by  these  processes  is  of  itself  salvation  to 
fflanj  a  crop.  The  dews  and  rains  alone  supply  the  soil 
under  this  management  with  all  the  constituents  neces- 
nry  for  tiie  production  of  a  wheat  crop,  and  the  prepara- 
tion of  other  soils  for  early  com  seeding  or  spring  root 
crops  is  of  great,  if  not  essential  importance.  It  also 
greatlj  facilitates  fallow  operations  for  the  ensuing  spring 
and  rammer.  Would  that  steam  cultivation  was  just  now 
MiTttsal  1  What  wondrous  benefits  it  would  confer  upon 
all  cultivators  at  this  season  I  and  to  clay  knds  and 
retentive  adhesive  soils  it  would  be  like  a  new  creation. 
The  amelioration  of  auch  soils  by  this  deep,  powerful,  and 
effective  pidverization  gives  it  new  powers,  which  could 
not  otherwise  be  obtained.  The  cost  of  steam  engines 
and  the  cultivating  machinery  and  apparatus  necessary 
for  these  works  would  be  amply  recouped  by  the  value  of 
thor  work  at  this  particular  season,  to  say  nothing  of 
their  value  and  usefulness  at  other  periods  of  the  year. 
The  steam  engine  itself  woold  almost  be  in  daily  use. 
^e  sincerely  hope  these  implements  will  speedilv 
he  aoeeaaible  to  every  fiirmer,  to  facilitate  which 
little  companies  should  be  formed  in  every  district 
for  the  purchase  and  management  of  these  expensive 
appliaacea  to  fkrm  culture,  each  member  having  the  use 
of  them  according  to  arrangement.  Wealthy  farmers 
▼ill  do  well  to  supply  themselves.  In  this  way  steam 
eoltivation  may  be  greatly  extended,  and  the  higher 
branehea  of  culture  wonld  thus  be  generallv  adopted.  To 
promote  this  order  of  culture  should  now  be  the  object  of 
erery  intelligent  farmer.  It  is  good  for  the  land,  it  is 
good  for  the  fiirmer,  it  is  good  for  the  country.  We  most 
Mcidedly  approve  of  steam  cultivation  for  autumn  culture ; 
hit  as  it  is  not  yet  in  general  practice,  we  should  suggest 
we  adoption  of  that  order  of  culture  which  most  nearly 
•pproaches  it.  For  this  purpose  ploughs  should  be  used 
*ith  the  digging  breasts  only,  as  supplied  by  all  ow 


leading  plough-makers,  or  the  strong  skeleton  ploughs 
well  armed  with  prongs  might  suffice.  The  object  bemg 
to  break  up  the  soil  as  roughly  as  possible,  in  order  that 
the  greatest  amount  of  surface,  be  it  clods  or  otherwise, 
should  be  presented  or  laid  open  to  the  sun  and  air,  for 
the  absorption  of  atmospheric  influences,  as  also  to  facili- 
tate  its  further  culture  by  scarifiers,  and  harrows.  Lands 
that  have  borne  a  pea  or  a  bean  crop  are  generally  in- 
fested with  slugs.  These  operations  are  certain  destruc- 
tion to  them,  and  if  the  season  is  suitable  for  the  wheat 
seeding,  a  splendid  plant  is  the  result.  The  autumn  pre- 
paration for  an  early  spring  crop  is  exceedingly  good 
practice.  Beans  and  peas  can  be  got  in  very  advantage- 
ously, but  it  is  still  better  for  the  potato  or  mangold  crop. 
On  mild  soils  very  little  more  is  required  in  the  spring 
but  a  good  harrowing,  followed  by  the  plough,  either  in 
ridging,   or  upon  the  flat,  so  that  the  crops  may  be 

Snt  in  according  to  the  will  of  the  farmer.  In  the 
istrict  from  whence  we  write,  it  is  customary  to  prepare 
thus  for  these  crops,  and  few  parts  of  the  country  can 
equal  them.  For  clays  and  stiffer  soila  it  ia  reqniaite 
to  lay  them  up  in  small  lands  or  broad  ridges,  ready 
to  be  broken  down  in  the  spring,  prior  to  seeding. 
We  will  give  our  suggestions  as  to  the  proper  course 
to  be  pursued  in  autumn  culture.  The  crops  should 
all  be  cut  as  close  to  the  ground  as  possible.  As 
the  fields  are  cleared,  the  breeding  ewes  and  ordinary 
grazing  sheep  should  be  put  in  to  pick  up  the  seedling 
weeds  and  grassy  headland.  In  a  few  days  a  surface  har- 
rowing should  take  place,  whereby  the  seeds  of  weeds  niay 
be  encouraged  to  vegetate,  so  as  to  secure  their  destruction 
under  the  cultivating  operations.  After  tliese  prelimina- 
ries, and  the  completion  of  the  harvest  (for  be  it  always 
remembered  that  the  ingathering  of  the  harvest  should 
at  all  times  be  of  the  fint  importance,  all  other  things 
giving  way  to  it),  all  the  teams  in  the  absence  of  steam 
power,  should  at  once  be  set  to  work  to  break  up  the  soil 
as  deeply  and  ronghly  as  possible,  the  rougher  the  better. 
When  all  is  thoroughly  broken  up,  let  it  lie  awhile,  till 
other  farm  operations  which  may  have  remained  in  abey- 
ance are  got  on  with,  so  that  no  department  of  farm  work 
is  injuriously  neglected.  In  a  week  or  two  from  the 
breaking  up,  the  various  operations  of  culture  should  be 
proceeded  to,  with  heavy  scarifiers  or  harrows  to  move 
all  the  broken-up  soil,  and  expose  fresh  surfaces  to  at- 
mospheric influences,  and  all  fidds  not  required  for  seed- 
ing may  be  thns  left  for  an  indefinite  time,  or  till  they  are 
required  for  spring  service,  providing  the  winter  and  wea- 
ther is  propitious ;  but  occasionally  they  get  so  drenched 
and  consolidated  by  rains  as  to  require  a  fresh  breaking 
up,  or  ploughing  in  the  spring,  this  the  farmer's  judgment 
will  decide.  All  fields  required  for  the  wheat  seeding, 
or  winter  beans,  should  be  left  in  the  rough  state  till 
seed  time,  and  then  to  be  reduced  to  a  proper  pulveriza- 
tion for  the  seed  bed,  by  such  harrowings  and  rollings  as 
may  be  required.    If  they  are  reduced  too  soon  the  pro- 
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iMibilitiea  are  thai  the  soil  would  nm  too  dose  together  to 
make  a  good  seed  bed.  We  repeat  that  automn  culture 
is  invaliuble,  and  ought  to  be  universally  practised.  We 
Bay  that  all  olyections  and  hindrances  to  this  order  of  cnl- 
toffe  must  give  way  before  an  advancing  agricolture.  We 
most  sincerely  urge  the  universal  adoption  of  steam  culti- 
vation at  this  particular  aeaaou  for  toe  first  operation  of 


breaking  up  the  soil.  All  sabseqoent  woridngs  mav  be  ad- 
vantageoualy  done  by  the  teams.  It  is  highly  oe&rsblt 
thus  to  promote  cleanliness  upon  the  fiann,  but  it  is  of 
higher  miportanoe  to  obtain  those  fertilising  properties 
which  are  mibibed  by  the  soil  under  this  system  of  colii* 
vation. 


THE     DBY     SEASON. 


BT    THE    NOSTHIBN    TASIOB. 


A  succession  of  drv  summers,  such  as  has  been 
experienced,  more  or  less,  during  the  two  past  and 
present  years,  but  most  severely  in  1868  and  1870,  has  a 
very  mavked  effect  on  the  business  of  the  agriculturist, 
seriously  affecting  his  pecuniary  interests,  and  when  there 
is  a  large  number  of  live  stock  to  be  provided  for  during 
the  winter  months  there  is  considerable  danger  of  the 
loss  occasioned  being  almost  irreparable.  During  the 
past  summer,  and  even  up  to  the  present  date,  but  few 
districts  in  these  kingdoms  have  sltogether  escaped  ii^jury, 
either  to  hay.  pastures,  com,  or  green  crops.  The 
spectacle  of  cattle  and  sheep  feeding  on  growing  com 
during  the  months  of  June  and  July  for  the  purpose  of 
trying  to  keep  the  animals  slive  is  one  but  seldom  pre- 
sented to  the  people  of  this  country,  and  vet  in  some  of 
the  southern  English  counties  it  was  this  season  un- 
fortunately too  common.  Such  a  proceeding  showed,  not 
only  the  straights  to  which  stockowners  were  reduced 
to  procure  food  for  their  animals,  but  also  emphatically 
proclaimed  the  miserable  condition  and  prospects  of  the 
com  crop.  Clearly  the  fields  so  occupied  were  not  sup- 
posed capable  of  paying  for  purchased  food  for  the  stock 
if  held  on  till  harvest  and  gathered  in  the  usual  course. 
The  loss  of  a  field  of  com  is  a  very  trying  thing  to  a 
tenant-farmer,  and  affects  him  more  ways  than  one,  as 
the  money  he  looked  forward  to  receive  by  the  sale  of  the 
grain  is  not  only  gone,  but  the  straw,  so  necessary 
for  winter  use,  and  laying  the  foundation  of  future 
fertility  in  the  shape  of  valuable  manure,  is  also  hope- 
lessly gone,  the  double  loss  amounting  to  something  con- 
siderable. Even  now  the  state  of  the  pastures  nearly 
everywhere  is  most  distressing  to  look  at,  the  grass,  when 
there  is  any,  being  utterly  devoid  of  succidence,  and 
where  the  fields  were  bared  down  in  the  early  part  of 
the  season,  and  the  sun  had  consequently  full  play  on  the 
roots,  there  is  not  a  vestige  of  anything  in  the  shape  of 
food,  the  entire  moisture  of  the  soil  being  apparently 
exhausted.  It  will  be  a  good  many  weeks  ere  the  soaking 
autumnal  rains  will  be  able  to  bring  back  a  shade  of 
verdure  to  such  fields,  powerfully  aided  as  they  will  by 
the  high  rate  of  temperature  imparted  to  the  earth's  sur- 
face by  the  lengthened  continuance  of  intense  heat. 
Grasses  and  clovers  spring-sown  have  done  better  amongst 
the  com  than  when  sown  without  a  crop ;  in  the  one  case 
benefiting  by  the  shade,  and  in  the  other  the  tender  root- 
lets were  unable  to  cope  with  the  full  glare  of  the  sun, 
and  slthough  perhaps  not  completely  killed  out,  yet  being 
only  able  to  maintain  a  feeble  and  straggling  existence, 
there  is  now  but  a  few  dried  blades,  where,  in  more 
congenial  seasons,  there  would  be  by  this  time  a  dense 
mass  of  luxuriant  vegetation,  capable  of  fattening  a  sheep 
of  any  size,  and  from  six  to  eight  to  the  statute  acre.  An 
instance  of  this  sort  has  occurred  in  our  own  experience 
this  season,  and  is  a  very  fair  illustration  that  a  mode  of 
farming,  however  good  .in  principle  and  successful  in  some 
years,  may  yet  occasionally  be  beaten  by  the  very  method 
which  it  is  supposed  to  supersede.  While  the  fields  on 
which  th9  SQ)aU  seeds  were  sown  simultaneously  with  the 


oom  crop  show  a  beantifiil  covering  of  verdure,  the  cloTer 
in  some  instances  being  half  way  in  the  sheaves  of  corn, 
about  twenty  acres  laid  down  without  a  crop,  conustiog 
of  grasses,  clovers,  and  rape,  cannot  admit  of  the  sheep 
being  put  on  them,  being  litaally  burned  down ;  the  npe 
leaves,  which  should  by  this  time  be  broad  and  laxoriaat, 
possessing  not  the  slightest  succulence.  This  is  on  land 
after  a  highly  manured  green  crop  the  previous  beuoa, 
capable  of  bearing  wheat  or  any  other  cerial,  so  that  botli 
com  and  straw  is  lost  in  this  instance,  without  mndi 
prospect  of  the  herbage  bein^  so  much  strengthened  as  to 
afford  a  fair  amount  of  feedmg  during  the  current  year. 
Swedes,  where  they  escaped  the  fly  in  the  earlier  stagei 
of  their  growth,  now  begin  to  succumb  to  the  intensity  of 
the  drought,  bige  squares  withering  off,  and  the  leaves 
where  not  actually  withered  yet  drooping  so  much  as  to 
make  it  very  dubious  whether  in  the  event  of  dry  weather 
continuing  much  longer  they  may  ever  be  able  to  recorer 
themselves.  This  crop  when  so  terribly  checked  by  dry 
weather,  is  extremely  apt  to  mOdew  late  in  automo,  the 
bulbs,  even  if  they  attain  a  moderate  size,  keeping  badly, 
being  affected  by  dry  rot,  and  having  black  or  discolonnd 
flesh,  a  sure  indication  that  the  feeding  properties  of  the 
plant  are  materially  impaired.  Mangolds  on  light  land 
suffer  also  from  such  a  lengthened  drought,  though  in  a 
less  degree  than  the  swede,  the  bulbs  being  in  general 
sound,  although  much  smaller  in  size  than  they  ooght  to 
be.  The  crown  seems  to  be  affected  first  and  the  leaves 
proceeding  inmiediately  from  it — ^withering  off,  growth  ii 
stopped — and  a  full  crop  cannot  be  calcSated  on  irhen 
this  casualty  becomes  at  all  general  on  the  field.  But  for 
the  immense  labour  consequent  on  watering  hirge  breadths 
of  green  crop  with  a  horse  and  water-cart,  it  ahoold 
surely  be  more  generally  attempted  than  it  is,  as  the  re* 
suits  even  from  such  a  primitive  method  of  laying  on  the 
water  are  so  successful  that  they  shoidd  command  both 
the  respect  and  attention  of  fanners  to  a  much  greater 
extent  than  is  given  by  them  to  the  subject  at  the  present 
day.  We  happen  to  know  a  small  farmer  who  is  a  highly 
successful  grower  of  turnips,  and  for  much  of  his  saocess 
he  is  indebted  to  his  energetic  use  of  the  water-cart  daring 
those  seasons  which  are  so  dry  as  to  threaten  partial  or 
total  loss  of  the  crop.  Singularly  enough  his  neighboan» 
probably  deterred  by  the  herculean  labour,  do  not  imitate 
him  in  an  example  so  meritorious,  preferring  to  risk  the 
crop  rather  than  attempt  it.  Tumips  raised  solely  with 
artificial  manures  have  a  trying  ord^  to  endure  daring 
such  a  season  as  the  present,  not  having  the  advsntage  or 
the  chance  of  the  slightest  particle  of  moiatoie 
from  dung  or  anything  present  in  the  soil  cspahle 
of  containing  moisture,  and  on  which  they  might  be  able 
to  maintain  an  existence,  however  strog^^g.  Is  ^^ 
case  the  water-cart  would  be  particularly  benefieisi,  pn>* 
bably  saving  the  crop,  or  at  least  greatly  increasing  iti 
bulk,  by  a  few  applications  at  the  most  critical  time  of 
its  growth.  The  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  srtifia*! 
watering  during  such  seasons  as  that  of  1870,  net  ^7 
for  one  crop  bat  for  all^ha^,  pastnresi  looti^  aod  eon^ 
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hMM  attneted  tlie  attention  of  tlunldng  men,  tnd  already 
amoTement  ia  on  foot  to  devise  the  beet  and  most 
eooDomieal  meana  of  irrigating  with  pnre  water,  whether 
the  rapplj  is  obtained  from  a  river  or  by  storing  that 
which  fidls  from  the  donds.  This  is  a  highly  important 
matter,  and  weQ  worthy  of  serions  attention,  particnlarly 
when  soch  resolts  are  obtained  from  the  application  of 
sewage,  and  the  modes  of  storing  and  putting  tne  latter  on 
the  land  being  so  easily  copied  or  modified,  so  as  to 
Boit  peenliar  circumstances  and  situations.  It  it  certainly 
highly  soggestive  to  find  such  large  snms  capable  of  being 
made  by  an  acre  of  grass  which  has  been  dressed  mm 
sewage.  Sorely  in  situations  where  river  water  can  be 
easily  led  to  piurticular  iields  and  laid  on  to  the  crop  by 
gravitation,  it  would  be  well  worth  giving  it  a  trial.  The 
fertilizing  property  being  absent,  the  same  results  could 
not  of  course  be  expected ;  but  they  might  easily  be  sup> 
posed  to  be  so  great  as  to  pay  for  all  expenses,  and  leave 
a  respectable  profit  besides.  Ordinary  irrigated  meadows 
are  a  fiuniliar  example  of  what  can  be  accomplished  by 
pnre  water ;  the  same  fields,  year  after  ^ear,  giving  heavy 
crops  without  the  aid  of  any  other  fertilizer.  One  could 
suppose  the  refreshing  influence  which  would  be  exercised 
on  a  pasture  field  by  the  letting  on  of  a  stream  of  water 
for  a  few  hours,  and  how  grateiully  the  parched  soil  would 
absorb  the  welcome  moisture.  A  field  so  treated  would 
be  an  oasia  in  any  district,  its  greenness  being  in  pleasing 
and  extraordinary  contrast  to  the  brown  and  withered 
appearance  of  the  surrounding  country.  Eor  a  regnlarlv- 
oTKanized  system  of  irrigation,  where  the  water  has  to  be 
raised  to  a  certain  height  before  it  can  be  used,  steam- 
power,  aa  the  most  regular,  most  completely  under  con- 
trol, and  at  all  timea  available,  would  probably  prove 
most  suitable.  Where  large  reservoirs  were  constmcted 
for  storing  the  water  until  required  for  use,  windmills,  the 
motive  power  for  which  eosts  nothing,  would  be  both 
serviceable  and  economical.  The  subject  is  an  important 
one,  and  we  are  greatly  deceived  if  this  season's  expe- 
rience will  not  have  the  effect  of  bringing  it  prominently 
forward ;  the  best  means  for  procuring  a  cheap  supply  of 
water  for  field  crops  being  agitated  and  discussed  by  men 
of  standing  and  mfloence  in  both  the  agricultural  and 
engineering  professions. 

Happy  is  the  farmer  this  vear  who,  having  a  heavy 
stock,  however  short  of  grass  he  may  be,  has  still  abnnd- 
nnce  of  water  on  his  own  land  or  within  easy  distance,  aa 
more  than  half  his  difficulties  are  overcome  when  this  is  the 
case.  Cattle  do  astonishingly  well  with  plenty  of  water, 
even  when  the  grass  anpeara  almost  incapable  of  supporting 
them ;  and  on  the  other  hand  if  both  are  short,  disease  is 
certain  to  get  in  amongst  them,  and  deaths  from  indiges- 
tion and  similar  causes  are  almost  sure  to  take  pkoe. 
Dairy  stock  have  dried  up  prematurely,  even  where  the 
nnge  was  large,  the  grasses  having  lost  all  succulence, 
ftttd  green  home-food,  even  where  preparations  had  been 


made  for  a  supply,  being  very  hard  to  obtain  in  large 
quantity.  Bntter  has,  in  eonseqnenoe  of  the  small  make, 
risen  to  an  extravagant  price,  and  has  every  appearanoe  of 
reaching  what  may  prove  a  heavy  tax  on  the  consumer, 
without  however  recouping  the  producer  for  the  loss  sus- 
tained by  the  indifferent  yield. 

Of  all  the  stock  on  the  farm  sh^ep  thrive  best  in  a  dry 
season,  particularly  if  they  have  the  shade  of  a  large 
fence  to  retire  to,  or  an  occasional  clump  of  trees.  TMs 
haa  been  a  trying  season  for  them,  the  fly  having  been 
extremely  troublesome,  great  assiduity  being  required  to 
preserve  them  from  injury  sustained  by  its  attacks, 
when  fly-struck  we  find  nothing  better  for  healing  the 
excoriated  skin  after  the  maggots  have  been  picked  off, 
than  a  little  dust  of  powdered  white  lead ;  it  not  only 
dries  up  the  moisture  on  the  wound,  and  allays  the  pain, 
but  it  also  is  a  thorough  preventive  of  a  subsequent 
lodgment  being  eflbeted.  Those  breeds  which  have  not 
a  protecting  lock  of  wool  on  the  forehead,  get  dreadfully 
s<»lded  from  the  constant  attacks  of  these  troublesome 
insects.  Applications  of  tar  are  not  only  unsightly,  but 
require  constant  renewal,  a  linen  cap  should  therefore  be 
placed  on  every  sheep  which  has  been  badly  abraded,  and 
all  further  trouble  is  at  once  obviated,  and  the  poor  ani- 
mals relieved  from  a  very  large  amount  of  annoyance  and 
even  pain.  Valuable  sheep  should  on  no  account  be  neg- 
lected in  this  particular.  Sore  breasts  have  been  and  stul 
are  frequent  this  dry  and  hot  season,  caused  by  the  sheep 
lying  flat  and  spen£ng  much  of  their  time  in  that  posi- 
tion. The  parts  coming  into  contact  with  the  ground  get 
stripped  of  the  skin,  and  a  very  bad  sore  is  the  inevitable 
consequence.  We  find  it  useful  to  scrape  off  the 
mortified  matter,  and  anoint  with  a  mixture 
composed  of  equal  parts  of  ''oil  of  tar,'*  "spirits 
of  turpentine"  and  *'  butyr  of  antimony."  For  all  sores 
on  sheep  this  mixture  is  very  healing,  and  should  be  con- 
stantly at  hand. 

To  all  appearance  the  approaching  winter  will  be  a 
trying  one  on  many  owners  of  stock,  the  hay  and  turnip 
crops  being  so  indiiSerent,  and  recourse  must  be  had,  and 
that  extensively,  to  artificiala.  Com  is  not  likely  to  be 
dear,  and,  if  not,  should  form  a  leading  feature  in  the 
assisted  food  of  both  sheep  and  cattle.  By  its  nse  adul- 
teration is  escaped,  the  consumer  knowing  exactly  what 
he  is  paying^or,  which  is  a  very  important  point,  and  one 
not  always  easily  ascertained  when  manufactured  foods  are 
purchased.  The  extreme  dryness  of  the  soil  has  rendered 
it  almost  useless  to  put  in  any  kind  of  turnips  after  com 
or  other  crops,  there  being  not  the  slightest  chance  of 
their  doing  any  good ;  but  grasses  sown  on  scarified  stub- 
bles will  come  exceedingly  handy  in  the  spring  for  sheep ; 
and  pure  Italian  rye-grass,  sown  on  rich  well-cleaned 
stubbles,  or  on  potato  land,  will  gire  a  supply  of  spring 
food  which  not  .only  come  in  early  but  prove  exceedingly 
yalnable. 


IBISH   BUTTEB    MABKET. 


TO    THX    IDITOS. 


SiBy-— As  a  seneral  rule  there  has  been  a  difficulty  in  asoer- 

taininff  the  leal  value _. 

from  we  ftct  that  the  qualities  ue~  so  variable  f  but  the  diffl- 


)  of  bntter  by  qnobitions  of  prices,  ariring 


ealty  is  to  a  great  extent  overcome  by  the  system  adopted  in 
the  Cork  Butt^  Market,  of  dividing  the  butter  into  six  quali- 
ties or  classes,  and  allowing  each  qiulitv  to  bring  its  own  value 
in  price — the  very  large  supply  to  we  market  causing  the 
prices  of  eaeh  quality  to  be  strictly  ruled  by  supply  and  de- 
mand. In  sndi  a  market  as  Cork— ^the  largest  bntter  market 
in  the  world— where  such  a  great  quantity  of  bntter  has  to  be 
•olderciyday,  BQ  pttwf  iflmoop  put  vvpply  md  donund  ew 


long  rule,  and  it  may  be  bjily  assumed  that  the  prices  of  Cork 
bntter  over  a  period  of  years  are  a  safe  standard  of  the  values 
of  the  respective  quidities,  the  price  of  first  Corks  being  the 
legitimate  value  of  the  best  Irish  outter,  and  that  the  prices  of 
the  other  classes  represent  also  the  value  of  butters  corres- 
ponding to  them  in  quality. 

I  send  yon  Tables,  showing,  Ist,  The  average  prices  of  each 
quality  per  month  for  the  past  three  years ;  2nd,  The  highest 
and  lowest  prices  of  first  quality  per  month  far  the  same 
period ;  Srd,  The  highest  and  lowest  prices  each  year  for  the 
other  qualitiev. 
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I  have  selected  a  tiiree  years*  average,  ns  it  deals 
with  the  present  valncs  of  goods;  while  an  average 
nmning  hack  over  a  longer  period  would  he  likely  to 
mislead,  as  it  would  include  pnoes  to  which  there  is  no  pro- 
hnbility  of  our  ever  returning,  and  a  totally  different  state  of 
affairs  as  regards  the  effect  of  foreign  supply  and  demand.  A 
careful  study  of  those  tables  will  give  a  good  idea  of  the  gene- 
ral course  of  prices,  hut  in  purchasing  Irish  butter,  to  be  able 
to  operate  to  advantage,  the  buyer  snould  have  an  intimate 
knowledge  and  experience  of,  and  should  constantly  and  care- 
fully study  all  the  influences  that  may  affect  it  in  price  and 
quality.  Those  influences  are  numerous,  extremely  varied, 
and  sabject  to  constant  change. 

The  price  is  affected  by  many  causes,  among  which  are  home 
supply,  foreign  supj^ly,  home  and  foreign  consumption,  by  the 
demand,  by  the  prices  of  butter  in  different  markets,  bv  the 
relative  prices  of  other  provisions,  by  the  weather,  by  stocks  in 
hands  of  both  consumers  and  speculators  in  various  places,  and 
by  many  local  and  temoorary  causes,  such  as  haymaking,  har- 
vesting, holidays,  rent-days,  &c.,  which  have  the  effect  of  either 
sending  in  or  keeping  back  butter  from  market. 

The  quality,  either  as  regards  its  keeping  properties  or 
otherwise,  is  affected  b^  the  weather,  by  the  condition  of  the 
milk,  the  description  of^  cattle,  by  the  pasture,  by  the  size, 
airiness,  and  convenience  of  the  dairies,  and  very  much  by  the 
sort  of  fuel  used  in  the  district ;  where  peat  or  turf  is  burned 
the  butter  generally  taking  a  flavour  from  it. 

Butter  intended  for  keeping  should  be  thoroughly  freed 
from  the  milk  in  making,  the  cream  being  in  good  condition, 
and  not  injured  by  heat,  and  the  butter  should  be  made  doee 
in  grain,  firm,  and  not  too  rich.  Such  butter  does  not  require 
the  great  quantity  of  salt  that  is  necessary  in  butter  not  pos- 
sessing those  keeping  properties.  Sound  judgment  on  this 
point  18  rare,  and  can  only  be  acquired  by  experience.  When 
buying  butter  for  keeping,  care  should  be  taken  that  it  has  not 
been  already  held  for  a  long  time,  particularly  during  the  hot 
summer  months. 

I  am  yours  truly, 

T.  J.  CLAjrc'hY, 

Wafereourset  Cork.  Butter  Merohant. 


Tabli  ahowing  the  Average  Price  per  Month  for  Three  Yean, 
for  eaoh  quality  of  tk>rk  Butter. 

lat.      2nd.  3rd.      4th.      5ih.  6th. 

1867.  a.         8.  a.          a.         a.  a. 

January 120  ...  112  ...  82  ...    72  ...    00  ...  — 

February 120  ...  113  ...  80  ...    70  ...    —  ...  — 

March 120  ...  118  ...  96  ...    68  ...    —  ...  — 

April 122  ...  120  ...  98  ...    64  ...    60  ...  — 

May 108  ...  101  ...  88  ...    76  ...    40  ...  — 

June 100  ...    97  ...  86  ...    78  ...    66  ...  — 

July 09  ...    96  ...  83  ...    76  ...    68  ...  36 

August. 97  ...    91  ...  79  ...    74  ...    60  ...  89 

September 102  ...    92  ...  82  ...    76  ...    63  ...  49 

October 106  ...    96  ...  86  ...    80  ...    70  ...  64 

November 106  ...    91  ...  83  ...    79  ...    70  ...  64 

December 107  ...    91  ...  80  ...    74  ...    68  ...  64 

1868. 

January 116  ...  100  ...  90  ...    76  ...    62  ...  40 

Febnuoy 120  ...  117  ...  106  ...    90  ...    63  ...  44 

March 121  ...  119  ...  112  ...    99  ...    74  ...  46 

April 128  ...  127  ...  119  ...  110  ...    94  ...  66 

Mjiy 106  ...  109  ...  94  ...    90  ...    86  ...  60 

June 102  ...  100  ...  93  ...    89  ...    76  ...  69 

July 100  ...  106  ...  98  ...    86  ...    81  ...  66 

August 121  ...  116  ..«  110  ...  106  ...    96  ...  76 

September 127  ...  121  ...  116  ...  112  ...  100  ...  80 

October 130  ...  126  ...  120  ...  117  ...  106  ...  108 

November 131  ...  127  ...  121  ...  119  ...  116  ...  99 

December 136  ...  133  ...  122  ...  118  ...  106  ...  98 

1809. 

January 146  ...  148  ...  128  ...  117  ...  107  ...  97 

Februaiy. 144  ...  144  ...  123  ...  107  ...  90  ...  99 

March 138  ...  138  ...  112  ...  90  ...  —  ...  — 

April 180  ...  126  ...  94  ...  84  ...  60  ...  60 

May 106  ...  101  ...  90  ...  81  ...  64  ...  62 

June 103  ...  100  ...  93  ...  86  ...  70  ...  67 

Jnly 104  ...  101  ...  94  ...  89  ...  79  ...  00 

August Ill  ...  104  ...  96  ...  92  ...  84  ...  68 

September 119  ...  llO  ...  101  ...  98  ...  87  ...  71 

October 125  ...  116  ...  107  ...  102  ...  91  77 

November ISB  ...  121  ...  118  ...  lOO  ...  97  '  82 

»«c«n^>w»i. IW  ...  119  ...  107  ...  101  ,..  96  [.[  88 
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SHEEP  SALES  AND  LETTINGS. 

SALE  OF  OXfX)RDSHIRE  SHEAHLING  KAMS.-At 
the  annual  sale  of  rams,  bred  by  Mr.  John  Treadwdl,  of  tbe 
Model  Farm,  Upper  Winchendon,  the  auctioneer  vu 
Mr.  J.  A.  Mnmford,  of  Chilton,  Thame.  The  folloviir 
are  the  purchasers  and  prices  realized:  Mr.  Foster,  \i\ 
gs.;  Mr.  Palmer  (Slenkey),  11  n.;  Mr.  Parrott  (Skii- 
>urn),  6  gs. ;  Mr.  Sahnon,  7igs. ;  Mr^  Foster,  lit  P-'*  ^^' 


PhiUips,  6|  gs. ;  Mr.  Bulford,  9|  gs. ;  Mr.  Bliss,  10  gs. ;  ^. 
Greaves,  11  gs. ;  Mr.  W.  Stevens.  6^  gs. ;  Mr.  Syrall,  9^  fi- ; 
Mr.  Dover,  9  gs. ;  Mr.  Blias,  7i  gs. ;  Mr.  W.  Stevens,  8  gs. ; 


Mr.  Dover,  V  gs. ;  Mr.  Jilias,  7t  g»< ;  Mr.  W.  Stevens,  o  gs-  i 
Mr.  Linnell,  10|  gs.;  Mr.  Saunders,  lU  gs.;  Mr.  lliggioi, 
11  gs. ;  Mr.  Bliss,  8  gs. ;  Mr.  Cooling,  4  gs- ;  Mr.  hinrott, 
9  gs. ;  Mr.  Gineer,  9  gs. ;  Mr.  Watson,  6  gs. ;  M^.  E.  Fre^ 
man,  10 gs.;  Mr.  Bulford,  6|  gs.;  Mr.  Dover,  7gs.;  3ir. 
Rowland,  10  gs. ;  Mr.  Bryant,  18  gs. ;  Mr.  Band,  6  gs. ;  Mr. 
Bulford,  6|  gs. ;  Mr.  Ginger,  6^  gs. ;  Mr. Rose,  7  gs.;  Mr. 
Bliss,  6  gs.;  Mr.  Gn»oiy,  8^gs.;  Mr.  Williaois,  8igs.; 
Mr.  Parrott,  S^gs.;  Mr.  Bund,  S^gs.;  Mr.  King.  10^, 
Mr.  Bliss,  H  gs. ;  Mr.  Jones,  9  gs. ;  Mr.  J.  Cos,  6  gs;  Mr. 
Eowhmd,  11  gs.;  Mr.  G.  CIarke,8gs.;  Mr.  Oiafer.Tffs-; 
Mr.Gny,6igs.;  Mr.  Brett,  8^  gs. ;  Mr.  £.  CUrke,  6  gs. ;  Mr. 


Mr.  J.  Perkins,  8  gs.    The  sale  realised  £470.    ThetTenp 
WM  ooniidenUy  below  thatoflttt  yew.  Pviaf  tb«^/*' 
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Txudvell  stated  that  he  intended  to  challenge  the  decision  of 
the  Jadps  at  the  Boyal  Show  at  Oxford  with  respect  to  the 
disqaalification  of  his  sheep,  ks  he  had  two  witnesses  to  prove 
that  his  sheep  were  shorn  in  the  first  and  second  weeks  in  April. 

THE  SCOKBOROUGH  KAMS.— The  annual  letting  of 
Hi.  James  Hall's  Leicester  rams  took  phoe  at  Scorborough, 
Bar  fiererley.  The  aheep  were  in  good  oonditiou,  and  there 
Tu  a  laige  bidding  and  a  snccessfol  letting.  Of  105  sheep  only 
13  did  not  find  customers  by  public  sale.  One  shearling  reached 
J£23  to  Mr.  J .  S.  Jordan,  fifty-five  shearlings  brought  an  average 
of  19  lis.,  and  tbir^-seven  ol  1  sheep  averaged  £6  9s.  The 
general  average  was  £8  7s.  6d. 

THE  WEST  DEREHAM  (MR.  HUGH  AYLMER'S) 
SHEEP  LETTING.—The  animals  brought  to  the  hammer 
consisted  of  100  ram  hunbs,  80  shearling,  and  ten  two-shear 
niDs,  sod  the  pricea  realised  were  for  ram  lambs  from  £4  5s. 
to  £8  15s.,  the  average  being  £5  4s.  4d. ;  the  shearlings  from 
£6  OS.  to  £17  lOs.,  the  average  ^£8  58.  9d.;  the  two-shears 
from  £6  5s.  to  £11,  the  average  £7  10. 

THE  MARHAM  HALL  RAM  LETTING.— The  annual 
letting  of  Cotswold  rams  and  ram  lambs  took  place  on  Mr.  T. 
Brovn'i  Una  at  Marham  Norfolk.  The  animals  submitted  to 
competition  comprised  80  ram  lambs,  80  shear-ling  and  10  two- 
thear  Cotswold  rams,  all  of  which  had  been  bred  by  Mr.  Brown. 
The  80  ram  lambs  averaged  £6  Oa.  lOd.  Of  the  shearling  rams, 
the  fint  10  averaged  £10  16e.  3d. ;  the  first  20,  £11  9s.  8d. ; 
the  fint  SO,  £10  lis.  6d. ;  the  first  40,  £10  ISa.  4d. ;  fint  50, 
£10  6«.  3d. ;  first  60,  £10  4a.  6d. ;  first  70,  £9  19s.  6d. ;  the 
80,  £9  13s.  The  10  two-shear  rams  averaged  £5  19s.  5d. ; 
one  of  the  sheep  shown  at  Harleston  let  for  iSl  10s.,  and  other 
good,  sheep  for  the  same  amount,  Mr.  Brown  reserving  his 
Oxford  pnze  aheep  for  his  own  use. 

THE  COTSWOLD  ANNUAL  RAM  SALES.— These 
unoal  sales  commenced  by  Messrs.  Lvne  and  Acock  submitting 
St  Broadfield  Farm,  for  Mr.  Lane,  five  prime  Cotswold  sheep 
for  letting,  and  selline  47  other  shearlings.  There  was  a  vigo- 
roQs  competition  for  No.  1,  and  the  hammer  ultimately  fell  to 
Mr.  Swanwick,  of  Cirencester  College,  when  80  guineas  had 
beta  reached,  the  highest  price  realised  in  the  sale*  Several 
others  made  high  figures,  and  the  result  showed  an  average  of 
iU  lis.  8d.  The  same  aucMoneers  offered  four  sheep  for 
letting,  and  sold  47,  drafted  from  the  flock  of  Mr.  R.  Game, 
of  Aldsworth.  Nos.  7  and  9  excited  spirited  biddings,  and 
they  vere  ultimately  knocked  down  at  50  gs.  each.  The  51 
»^p  averaged  £16  4s.  They  also  sold  for  Mr.  Walker,  of 
Nortbleach,  38  prime  shearling  Cotswold  rams.  Mr.  Barton, 
of  Coin  St.  Denis,  purchased  the  highest-priced  animal  for 
36  gnineas.    The  average  was  good,  being  £12  8s. 

SALES  AT  CIRENCESTER  FAIR.— Mr.  Clarke,  of 
Frsmpton  Mansell,  showed  10  shearlings,  which  were  sold  at 
an  sTerage  of  6^  gs.  each.  Mr.  Charles  Barton  showed  12 
khearliogd,  eight  of  which  were  disposed  of  at  8  gs.  each,  the 
highest  price  obtained  being  15  gs. 

MR.  COXON*S  ANNUAL  SALE.  —  The  fourteenth 
annoal  lale  of  Shropshire  rama  and  ewes  took  pUce  at  Freeford. 
The  sale  was  entrusted,  as  usual,  to  Mr.  W.  G.  Freeoe.  Tlie 
thearling  ram  Cap-tivator,  the  winner  of  the  first  prize  at  the 
late  national  show  at  Oxford,  after  a  spirited  bidding,  was  secured 
by  Mr.  W.  German  for  the  season  for  35  gs.  Commander  was 
purchased  by  Mr.  F.By  rd  for  36  gs.,  the  Breeder's  Friend  by  Mr. 
Harding  for  19  gs.,  and  ChanceUor  by  Mr.  German  lor  42 
p.  The  ram  which  seemed  to  be  the  prime  of  the  lot,  and 
vhich  reslised  the  longest  figure  was  Coercion,  secured  by 
Mr.  Clare  for  52  gs.  The  first  department  of  the  sale,  viz., 
'^9  rams,  realised  £498  15s.,  an  average  of  about  £17  4e. 
»ch.  The  next  lots  were  six  noted  rams,  the  principal, 
Preierrer,  being  bought  by  Mr.  Masfen  for  24  gs.,  and  Baron 
Peadeford  by  Mr.  Webb  for  18  gs.  This  lot  realised  £88 
^•,  an  average  of  £14  14s.  each-  There  were  ten  pens  of 
five  ewes  each,  which  realised  £135  78.  Gd.*  an  average  of 
i3U.  4d.each. 

MR.  E.  WATERS'  SALE  OF  RAMS,  RAM  LAMBS, 
AND  EWES  was  held  by  Mr.  Waters,  of  Salisbury,  and 
100  ram  lambs,  ]3  shearling  rams,  and  216  ewes  were  sold. 
The  two  former  classes  went  off  very  weU,  but  the  ewes 
told  badly.  Among  the  highest  prices  given  we  may  men- 
tion the  following :  Mr.  Mayo,  15  gs. ;  Mr.  Rawlence,  44  gs. ; 
Mr.  Kent,  \^  gs. ;  Mr.  Lyne,  25  gs. ;  Mr.  Compton,  25  gs. ; 
Mr.  RusseU  15^  gs.;  Mr.  Hoddinolt,  14|  gs.;  Mr.  Symes, 
13^ p. i  Mr.  C.  Long,  15^  gs.;  Mr.  Noteley,  16  gs.;  Mr. 


Kellow,  for  Mr.  A.  Morrison,  39  gs.  After  this  prices  gra- 
dually lowered  to  4  gs.,  and  the  avera^  over  100  lambs  dis- 
posed of  was  £9  188.  6d.  For  shearlings  prices  ranged  from 
4  gs.  up  to  2i  ga. ;  Mr.  Hoddinolt  gave  20  ga.,  and  Mr. 
Moore  gave  30  gs.  The  average  for  the  older  sheep  was 
£15  3a.8d. 

The  sale  of  the  second  portion  of  the  late  Mr.  £.  Waters'  im- 
proved Hampshire  Downs  at  Stratford-sub-Castle,  on  Wed- 
nesday last,  drew  a  large  attendance  of  the  principal  sheep 
breeders  and  agriculturists  of  the  surrounding  and  more  distant 
counties.  The  auctioneer  was  Mr.  John  Waters,  of  Salisburv. 
For  a  pen  of  ten  six-tooth  ewe%  the  extraordinary  price  of  £7 
per  head  was  obtained,  Mr.  Brine  (Dorset)  being  the  pur- 
chaser. The  average  for  this  age  was  £3  6s.  per  head.  For 
an  equally  fine  pen  of  four-tooth  ewes,  Mr.  Parker,  of  Lasham, 
Haute,  paid  £5  10s.  per  head— the  average  of  the  fonr-teetha 
being  £2  17s.  9d.  The  same  gentleman  (Mr.  Parker)  gave 
£5  10s.  per  head  for  the  best  pen  of  two-teeth  ewes,  and  thia 
age  averaged  £2  13s.  8d.    For  chilver  lamba,  50s.  was  the 

5 rice  paia  for  the  best  pens,  the  average  being  £1  168.  2d. 
'he  ram  lambs,  which  were  younger  than  those  sold  on  the 
first  occasion,  ranged  from  £o  to  £9  9s.,  averaging  £4  14«. 
per  head. 

THE  OXFORD  SALE  OF  SHORTHORNS.  —  Lady 
Knightly  2nd  goes  not  to  Australia,  but  to  Messrs.  Wolcott 
and  CampbeU,  New  York  MiUs,  Oneida  Co..  United  Stetea, 
who  also  purchased  Patricia,  through  the  same  agent,  Mr. 
R.  Gibson. 

MR.  COTHER*S  RAM  SALE.— Mr.  Cother'sthirty-ninth 
ram  sale  took  place  at  Middle  Aston,  and  there  was  a  fair  at- 
tendance of  fiannera,  breeders,  and  others.  There  were  46  lots 
sold,  and  the  highest  price  realised  was  16  gs.,  the  second 
14  gs.,  and  the  third  £12  la.  6d. ;  the  average  was  £7  12s.  Sd., 
and  the  total  amount  of  the  sale  £350  8s.  6d.  Mr.  Savage,  of 
Sarsden,  bought  five  of  the  best  sheep  for  Canada. 

THE  MARKSHALL  FLOCK.— The  anuual  letting  of 
Mr.  T.  Allen's  long-wooUed  rams  took  place  on  his  farm  at 
Markshall.  The  following  was  the  result:  The  21  ram  lamba 
averaged  £3  16s.,  and  the  34  shearling  rams  £6  17b.  6d. 

MR.  NICHOLSON'S  HAMPSHIRE  DOWNS  AND 
MR.  SEXTON'S  CX)TSWOLDS.— At  Ipswich,  Mr.  Snarling 
sold  for  Mr.  Nicholson,  who  had  been  a  verv  successful  breeder 
and  exhibitor  of  this  class  of  sheep.  Tiie  first  two  Hampsliire 
ram  Umba  fetched  £2  15s.  each,  three  others  £4,  £3,  and  £3 
respectively.  The  first  half-bred  ram  hunb  realised  £2  10s., 
another  £1  12s.  6d.,  and  a  third  £2  12s.  6d.  A  Hampshire 
sheading  ram  was  sold  at  £3,  a  Lincok  shearling  ram  £3  58., 
and  a  half-bred  £3  5s.  After  the  sale  of  Mr.  Nicholson's 
sheep,  about  20  Cotswold  shearling  tups,  the  property  of  Mr. 
G.  M.  Sexton,  Wherstead  Hall,  were  offered  for  sale.  Five  of 
the  tups  fetched  £4  each,  three  £4  5s.  each,  one  £4  10s., 
another  £5,  and  a  third  £7.  The  others  averaged  about  £3  15a. 

At  Binglev  Hall,  nearly  200  Shropshire  rams  and  3U0 
ewes  were  pitched ;  but  the  attendance  was  much  smaller 
than  usual.  Mr.  E.  Lythall's  lot  made  from  5|  to  10  guineaa ; 
about  half  being  passed.  Mr.  Yates's  from  5^  to  12 
gs. ;  half  sold.  Mr.  Nock's  6  to  20  gs. ;  aU  sold,  and 
averaging  about  11  gs.  Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke's,  Lord 
Sudeley's,  Mr.  R.  Wyatt's,  and  other  lots  were  withdrawn. 
One  only  of  Mr.  Sheldon's  was  sold,  at  30  gs.,  to  Mr.  D.  R. 
Davies.  Three  of  Mr.  May's  weut  at  from  5^  to  10  guineas, 
one  being  let ;  and  one  of  Mr.  Pilgrim's  at  15  guineas.  The 
interest  of  the  day,  however,  centred  in  Mrs.  Beach's  lot,  which 
included  three  Royal  winners.  The  third  prize  two  shear  was 
first  offered,  and  let  for  the  season  to  Messrs.  Webb  and  Sons, 
Seed  Farms,  Kinver  Hill,  at  63  guineaa.  Then  followed  the 
second  prize,  which  made  35  gs.  for  the  season,  to  Cap- 
tain Oliver.  Mr.  May  secured  the  third  prize-shearling  at  43 
guineas ;  the  others  bringing  the  average  down  to  £28  13s. 
The  prices  and  the  public  voice  both  confirmed  the  opinion 
that  the  respective  positions  of  the  two  aged  prize  sheep  at 
Oxford  should  have  been  reversed;  as,  in  fact,  the  third  prize 
has  previously  let  higher  than  the  second.  The  ewes  sold  far 
better  than  was  anticipated.  Mr.  Yates's  made  42s.  to  44s. ; 
Mr.  Pilgrim's  40s.  to  110s.,  the  highest  price  of  the  day,  given 
by  Mr.  Firmstone ;  Mr.  Nock's  538.  to  58fl. ;  Mr.  Lort's  40s. 
to  50s. ;  Mr.  £.  Lythall's  45s.  to  53s. ;  Mr.  Owen's  45s.  to 
508.;  Mr.  Shutdeworth's  46s.  to  47s.;  Mrs.  Beach's  63s.  to 
59s. ;  Mr.  Tongue's  45s.  to  49s. ;  Mr.  ToUfrec's  42s.  to  50s. ; 
Mr.  ChilwcU's  36s.  to  40s. ;  and  Mr.  Hughes's  45$. 
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Mr.  l^illonghby  Wood's  lalewas  held  at  Holly  Bank,  when 
86  rams  were  offered,  and  all  aold  at  prioM  ranging  fram  5^  to 
26  gomeas— the  average  being  £8  28.  Od.  The  ewes  made  from 
408.  to  658.--aTerage,  488.  Messrs.  Lythail,  and  Clarke,  of 
Birmingham,  condocted  the  last  two  sales. 

Mr.  James  Bawlence's  ram  sale  under  Messrs.  Ewer  and 
Winstanley  took  phu»  at  Bolbridse.  For  a  ram  lamb  there  was 
a  spirited  competition,  and  it  waslmocked  down  to  Mr.  Kellow, 
for  Mr.  Morrison,  of  Fonthill,  at  60  guineas  for  the  season.  For 
a  ram  lamb  of  similar  daas,  there  was  also  great  competition,  Mr. 
Kellow  bemg  again  tbe  hirer  at  40  guineas.  Lot  33  to  Mr.  R.  K. 
Melflome,  23  guineas  ;  lot  46.  Mr.  Rose,  21  guineas ;  lot  23, 
Mr.  Buckman,  16  guineas ;  lot  61,  Mr.  C.  Notley,  Codford, 
£13  2s.  Od.  The  otners  sold  at  prices  from  13  to  8  guineas. 
The  pairs  realised  sums  TSiying  from  19  to  7  guineas.  The 
two-teeth  rams  let  at  from  10  to  6  guineas ;  and  sold  from  11 
to  8  guineas.  Mr.  Arnold  hired  a  four-teeth  ram  at  £13  2s. 
6d.,  and  the  remainder  in  that  class  sold  and  let  at  from  10  to 
6  guineas.  A  Bix-teeth  ram  was  let  to  Mr.  Bennett  for  £12 
Is.  6d.,  and  a  six-teeth  ram  was  sold  to  Mr.  R.  Brine  for  13 
ffuineas.  The  average  for  ram  lambs  let  and  sold  was  £11  3s. 
od.  each,  and  the  average  throughout  the  sale  was  £10  12s. 
per  head. 

OXFORD  RAM  FAIR.— At  this  fair,  Messrs.  Franklin  and 
Gale  offered  70  very  capital  ram  lambs,  from  the  flock  of  H. 
Gale  of  Cuddesdon,  many  of  which  failed  to  find  purchasers. 
Those  sold,  however,  realised  satisfactory  prices,  varying  from 
£16  68. 6d.  to  £3  ISs.  6d.,  making  the  ven^  fair  average  of  £6 
10s.  The  same  auctioneers  then  proceeded  to  dispose  of  60 
ram  Iambs  and  a  few  older  sheep,  bred  by  W.  Chillinrworth, 
of  Cuddesdon.  The  whole  were  sold  at  an  average  of  £6  12s., 
the  highest  price  being  £14  3s.  6d.,  the  lowest  £3  13s.  6d. 
This  average  was  not  so  high  as  last  year's  (£10  6s.).  They  af- 
terwards submitted  for  sale  by  auction  16  ram  lambs,  the  pro- 
perty of  J.  M.  Gale,of  Chilworth,  which  were  aU  lold  except 
one,  at  an  average  of  £3  10s. 

ZEALS  RAM  SALE.— The  annual  sale  of  rams  and  ram 
lambs,  bred  by  Mr.  C.  Rose,  took  place  in  a  ficdd  a4]oining  his 
fiirm  buildings.  The  prices  realiied  were  frt)m  16|  gs.  down- 
ward, many  being  sola  at  11,1  0,  and  9  gs.,  &c.,  down  to  6  gs. 

BABINGLEY  RAM  SALE.— The  annual  sale  of  long- 
woolled  shearling  rams,  the  proper^  of  Mr.  Charles  Bradfteld, 
was  held  on  Wednesday  last.  Mr.  Long,  the  auctioneer, 
disposed  of  the  animals  with  the  following  results :  First  ten 
rams  £62  6s.,  second  £72,  third  £61  6s.,  fourth  £64,  fifth 
£60,  sixth  £47,  seventh  £48  16b.,  and  eighth  £44  16s.,  the 
average  being  £6  7s.  6d. 

MR.  DIBBEFS  RAM  AND  RAM  LAMB  SALE.— On 
Tuesday  last  the  annual  sale  and  letting  of  ram  lambs  and 
rams  lielonging  to  Mr.  Dibben,  of  Biahopstone,  was  hdd  at 
Fisherton,  the  auctioneers  being  Messrs.  Ewer  and  Winstanley. 
There  were  four  ram^  lambs^  to  be  let,  andjsighty-three  to  be 


be  let,  and  eighty-tl 

8i  gs..  13J.  et, 

hasers  were  Mr.  £. . 


sold.    Those  to  be  let  realised 

respectively.  Amongst  the  purchaKrs  were  Mr.  £'.  Pinckney, 
9^  gs.,  Mr.  Cheney  9  gs.,  Mr.  James  Rawlence  9  gs.,  Mr. 
Carpenter  13^  gs.,  and  16  gs.  for  a  two-teeth,  Mr.  Symes 
12i  gs.,  Mr.  Andrews  lOt  gs.  Mr.  Jenner  10  gs.,  Mr.  Whit- 
marsn  10  gs.    The  whole  lot  realised  an  average  of  £8  6s.  6d. 

THE  RAM  SALES  AT  HEREFORD  FARM.— Messrs. 
Russell  and  Son  ofiered  twenty-five  rams  from  Mr.  Downing*s, 
Holm  Lacv,  and  for  these  the  lowest  figure  was  6  gs.,  and  the 
highest  £8  6b.  Thirty  store  sheep  belonging  to  m.  Downing 
were  also  put  up  by  the  same  auctioneers,  and  sold  at  an 
average  oi  £2.  The  following  lots  were  also  put  up:  10 
rams  from  Mr,  Taylor's,  Showle  Court,  prices  from  £6  to 
£8  10s. ;  1-6  Oxfordshire  down  rams,  belonging  to  Mr.  Bryan, 
Southleigh,  prices  from  6  gs.  to  6|  gs. ;  4  rams  from  Stretton 
Court  (Mr.  leomans),  p;ice  6|  gs.  They  also  nld  a  quantity 
of  Oxfordshire  Down  rams,  belonging  to  Mr.  GiUett,  the 
prices  being  6  gs.,  6^  gs.,  and  7  gs. 

SALE  OF  RAMS  AT  RUDSTON  HOUSE.— On  Wed- 
nesdaf  a  large  number  of  the  principal  breeders  of  sheep  in 
the  district  assembled,  when  upwards  of  seventy  pure-bred 
Leicester  rams  were  submitted  to  competition  by  Messrs. 
Allison  and  Wentworth.  The  highest  shearling  was  taken  by 
Mr.  J.  H.  Medforth,  of  Gransmoor,  for  £30 ;  the  next  in  price 
was  £20,  taken  by  Mr.  J.  Staveley,  of  Dotterill  Park ;  another, 
by  Mr.  J.  H.  Medforth,  £16  10s.;  next,  by  Mr.  Simpson 
Staveley,  of  Tibthorpe,  at  £16  6s.  The  average  of  one- 
shearUngs  was  £10  6s.    Out  of  32  shearlings  offered,  22  were 


taken.  Of  the  two-yMff  ahutrlingn  eight  wen  at  u  avenge 
of  8  n. ;  and  of  the  three-shear  four  wen  let  at  an  avenge  of 
£8  lOs. ;  of  four-shear  three  were  let,  averaging  £8 17s  tbe 
highest  of  which  Mr.  Jordan,  of  Eoiswdl,  took  st  £14. 
Thirty-three  were  let  for  £841 14s.,  being  a  ihade  under  110 
9s.  each,  in  the  lot 

SHEEP  SALES  AT  MELTON  FAIR.— Meant.  SpoiW* 
sale :  Mr.  Lewin's  first  seven  score  of  blaek-ftoed  wether  Ismbc 
averaged  about  46a.  3d.  each,  and  the  ewe  lambs  18i.  and  15i. 
Mr.  Waller's  wether  lambs  about  20s.  6d. ;  the  cnmes  sboit 
22s.  8d. ;  two  shearling  tups  fetched  428.  each,  one  46s.,  one 
44e.,  and  another  62s.  Mr.  H.  Orford'a  Cut  sheep  fetched  S8s. 
6d.,  and  the  crones  27s.  6d. ;  his  tops  averaged  about  ik 
Mr.  Smith's  wether  lambs  16s.  6d.,  and  the  ewes  20s.  Mr. 
Bond  had  1,760  lambs  and  sheep  for  sale.  The  piinapal  cos- 
signois  of  lambs  were  the  executors  of  Mr.  Thomas  Criip,  of 
Gedgrave  Hall,  and  Mr.  A.  Crisp,  of  ChiUesford ;  their  wether 
lamta  averaged  about  14^  6d.  the  best,  and  inferior  sboot  Ih.-, 
some  half-bred  lambs  of  better  ouality  averaged  17i.  Sd.,  u 
did  the  down  crones ;  the  black-fiiced  shearlinff  ewes  avenged 
46s. ;  one  lot  sold  for  42s.  Mr.  W.  Toller's  (Gedmve)  Isabi 
averaged  20s.  6d.  Lord  Rendlesham's  black-faced  ewe  hunbi 
23s.,  and  the  ram  lambs  21s.  each ;  14  ewea  soM  for  S4s.  Mr. 
Crisp's  jrChillesford}  Ikt  sheep  averaged  about  898.  Mr. 
Ling's  (Otley)  half-bred  lambs,  one  score  sold  for  16s.,  othen 
for  less.  

SHROPSHIRE  SHEEP  AT  PATSHULL.- This  ssnsil 
sale  of  Shropshire  sheep,  the  property  of  the  Right  Hon.  tlie 
Eari  of  Dartmouth,  took  place  on  Monday  last,  and  was  at- 
tended by  a  greater  number  of  gentlemen  than  on  ut  prerioiu 
occasion.  Tnirty-fonr  rams  were  offered,  of  which  oO  woe 
disposed  of  at  prices  varying  6|  to  13  guineu.  Store  eves 
reslised  61s.,  and  yearlings  46s.  Messrs.  Nock,  Son,  sad 
Wileon,  of  Bridgnorth,  were  the  auctioneers. 

SiJjE  OF  LORD  CHESHAM'S  SHROPSHIRE  RAMS. 
»The  second  annual  sale  of  pur»>bred  Shropshire  shesrliDg 
rams  belonging  to  the  now  noted  Latimer  flock  took  pbee  oi 
the  17th  inst.  The  sheep  offered  were,  if  anything,  niperior 
to  those  sold  last  y<»r,  and  presented  all  the  best  chsractn- 
istics  of  the  breed— size,  quahty,  and  wool.  Two  rami  we« 
let  for  the  season— one,  the  highly  commended  at  the  Bapi 
show,  being  secured  by  Mr.  Bradshaw  at  21  guineu ;  the 
other  was  taken  by  Mr.  E.  Smith  at  11  guineas.  Twentj-ose 
shearlings  were  sold,  the  nrioes  given  raging  from  5  to  U 
guineas.  The  average  was  £7  3s.  Afterwards  126  stock  ewH, 
wMdi  were  in  fair  oondition,  considering  the  season,  were  k^ 
at  an  average  of  nearly  £3  pier  head,  which  was  eonsidefed  i 
very  satisfisctory  price. 

SALE  OF  H^iCPSHIRE  DOWN  SHEEP.— On  Thnrsdsj 
a  sale  of  sheep  was  held  at  Bradwell,  near  Stony  Stiat- 
ford,  Buckinghamshire,  the  residence  of  Mr.  W.  G.  DasGaa. 
This  was  the  first  sale  of  the  kind  in  the  ndghboorhood,  ud 
was  also  the  result  of  an  experiment  by  Mr.  Duncan  to  intro- 
duce the  Hampshire  breed  in  the  district  He  is  an  sdmim 
of  this  breed,  and  his  land  has  proved  suitable  to  the  breed,  u 
shown  by  the  splendid  animals  offered  for  sale.  lie  Issd  on 
this  part  of  Bucks  is  naturally  of  a  cold  descriptioa,  sod 
Hampshire  sheep  seem  more  adapted  for  it  tiian  long-wooUed 
sheep,  which  are  principaUv  used.  The  sale  was  quite  s  sot- 
cess,  and  Mr.  Duncan  s  first  appearance  as  a  sheep  breeder 
wiU  certainly  not  be  his  only  sale.  Mr.  J.  P.  Goodwin,  of 
Newport  Pagnell,  wu  the  auctioneer.  A  quanti^  of  theam 
made  from  £2  12s.  to  £2  16s.  per  head,  and  ewes  fetched  froa 
44s.  to  60s.  Wether  lambs  made  from  80a.  6d.  to  346.  Tht 
ram  lambs  sold  at  prices  varying  £2  12s.  6d.  to  £13  5s.  A 
two-shear  ram,  bought  at  the  late  Mr.  Humfrey*s  sale,  of  Ou 
Ash,  made  £13  16s.  

THE  GREAT  GIVENDALE  RAM  LBTTINGS.-The 
best  shearling  was  let  to  Mr.  Jordan,  of  EmsweD,  for  130. 
The  two-shear  sheep  commanded  a  still  better  oompetitum,ssd 
double  figures  were  the  rule.  The  second  best  sheariinff  of  b^ 
year  (£35  10s.),  after  a  strong  contest  with  Mr.  FbKsmWi 
agent,  was  secured  by  Mr.  Mede,  an  Irish  breeder  of  BtUj- 
narth,  BalUnhassig,  county  of  Cork,  for  £33  10s.  Amang 
some  of  the  leading  breeders  who  were  tskers  were  Mr.  Wiigbt, 
of  Methorpe-hall ;  Mr.  Staveley,  of  Hayton ;  Mr.  Phiffipj,  of 
Beadlam-grange ;  Mr.  Brown,  Holme  on  Spalding  Moor ;  Mr. 
Stamper,  Highfield-honse.  Nunnington,  and  several  others. 

B6dJ&  OF  ALDERNETS.— iC.  Bichaidaon  sabmltted  to 
publiG  competition,  a  valuable  herd  of  Aldemey  and  Gaens^ 
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cowi  iBd  haifim,  the  property  of  Mr.  P.  H.  Fowler,  of  the 
CURndon  Bepontory,  Watford.  Hertfordshire,  importer  for 
the  BoTal  dainet  at  Windsor  and  Osbome.  The  highest  price 
mliaed  wss  26  guineas,  while  the  general  arerage  was  aboat 
Slnineas. 

Messrs.  Mann  and  Baven  diroosed  of  a  nnmber  of  Lincoln 
•betriiBg  rams,  bred  by  Mr.  T.  Qannell,  of  Milton.  The  sale 
took  place  on  the  bowling-green  of  the  Lion  Hotel,  Cambridge. 
The  prices  reaUsed  were  very  good,  ranging  from  £40  down- 
wards.  The  prices  obtained  averaged  more  than  £11. 

A  isle  of  ewes  and  lambs  took  place  at  Shrewsbaiy  by  Mr. 
W.  0.  Freeee.  It  opened  shortly  after  ten,  when  some  snear- 
lingB  belonging  to  Mr.  John  Jones,  of  Agden,  Whitchurch, 
vere  pot  np.  The  first,  by  Dake  of  Cambridge,  was  sold  for 
9  goiaeas,  acd  two  others  at  7  and  6  guineas.  Mr.  Edwards, 
of  0x00,  had  eight  rams  entered,  one  of  which,  sold  for  10 
niBesi,  another  at  9|,  and  others  at  lower  prices.  Mr. 
nimer,  frodesley,  Salop,  had  fifteen.  A  two-shear  ram  sold 
for  11  gnineas,  and  another  at  9.  Mr.  Bowen  Jones,  Ensdon 
Home,  obtained  8  guineas  for  a  three-shear  ram.  Messrs. 
Cnne,  Shrawardine  and  Forton,  offered  twenty-eight  for  sale 
and  foor  for  letting.  Caractacus,  a  ram  by  CniefUun,  was  let 
for  53  gnineas,  and  another  ram  let  for  21  suineas.  The 
ma  for  sale  realised  20, 17, 16,  H  guineas,  and  lower  prices. 
A  nuD,  the  property  of  the  Bev.  C.  r.  Peters,  Pitchfora  Eec- 
\arj,  realised  32  gnineas.  Mr.  John  Evans,  of  Uffington,  had 
only  oos  or  two  under  fifty  entered.  The  first  put  up,  a  three- 
shear  ram.  Standard  Bearer,  was  let  to  the  Earl  of  Strathmore 
for  60  guineas,  which  was  the  highest  price  realised. 
Premiom  let  for  16  guineas.  Favourite  for  24^  Scottish  Hero 
iS,  Downton  Pippin  14,  another  for  21.  The  average  of  the 
rams  aold  was  12  giiineas>  and  the  average  of  the  ewes  £3 10s. 
Mr.  Thornton,  Pitchford,  offered  a  dozen  rams.  One  ram  let 
for  10  guineas.  The  highest  selling  price  was  30  gnineas, 
which  was  obtained  for  a  two-shear  ram.  Mr.  Thomas 
Horton,  Hamage  Grang^e,  let  two,  one  at  9  guineas,  and  sold 
MTenl,  the  highest  price  being  IS  guineas.  Mr.  Mansell, 
EksU  Park,  Mid  ten  rams  at  an  average  price  of  nearly  9 
Soiaeas.  The  Hon.  E.  Kenyon,  Maesfen,  let  three  rams,  one 
at  H,  one  at  10,  and  one  at  9  gnineas.  The  best  selling  price 
visUgumeas.  Messrs.  Fenn  and  Harding  let  Mai^regor 
for  13  gnineas.  The  hiehest  selling  price  was  13  guineas. 
Mr.  0.  Allen,  Ecdeshall,  let  a  ram  for  40  guineas,  one  at  35 
gnineas,  and  others  at  lower  figures.  One  fine  ram,  with  re- 
ourkaUy  good  wool,  was  bought  by  James  Hand,  of  Lud- 
low, for  41  gnineas.  On  Wednesday  an  unusuidly  large  quan- 
tity of  ewes  were  offered,  all  of  tnem  being  of  the  purest 
breed,  and  there  being  a  capital  attendance  of  buyers,  prices 
veremndi  better  than  on  the  day  previous.  Tne  Messrs. 
Crane  had  twelve  lots,  all  of  which  were  disposed  of.  A  pen 
of  fire  wss  sold  for  £5  10s.  each,  others  at  848..  63s.,  6ls., 
60]^  and  fewer  prices,  the  smallest  price  realised  being  49s. 
per  head.  Mr.  Evans,  Uffington,  had  thirteen  lots  of  five 
och,  and  they  sold  at  90s.,  80s.,  7&s.  71s.,  down  to  48s.  each, 
^leasrt.  Bowen  and  Jones,  Ensdon,  had  fifty  ewes,  and  all 
were  booght  up.  One  lot  sold  at  64b.  per  head,  another  60s., 
and  at  other  lower  prices,  down  to  46s,  Mr.  Evan  Bowen, 
Bicton  HoQse,  had  fifteen  pens  of  five  each.  The  best  price 
obcamed  was  61s.,  and  the  average  about  60s.  Three  pens 
belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Powis  were  sold  at  an  average  price 
per  head  of  46s.  The  Eev.  O.  P.  Peters  had  only  one  pen, 
out  it  contained  some  well-bred  animals,  which  were  readily 
diipo8edofat72s.each.  For  one  pen  the  Messrs.  Fowler, 
Aetoo  Beynald,  obtained  64e.  per  head,  for  another  66s., 
while  others  were  disposed  of  at  figures  somewhat  lower. 
Mr.  J.  Minton,  Forton,  obtained  an  average  price  of  66s. ; 
Mesan.  Fenn  and  Harding,  of  64s. ;  and  Mr.  Barber,  Harles- 
«ott,  726.,  one  lot  being  sold  at  868.  21r.  Horton  had  eight 
^Dt,  and  some  of  thmi  obtained  the  best  prices  of  the  cuiy. 
Foor  soperb  shearling  prize  ewes  sold  at  £10 10s.  each,  another 
roar  at  £9  16s.,  and  a  third  lot  at  the  same  price.  All  were 
booght  for  transportation  to  San  Francisco.  For  one  lot  of 
fife  Mr.  Tanner,  >odesley,  got  76s.  Mr.  Meredith,  Prodes- 
ley,  had  eirht  pens  of  five.  The  prices  varied  between  38s. 
•nd  428.  Mr.  Perry,  Acton  Pigott,  disposed  of  tUrty  ewes  at 
m  average  price  of  46s.  Mr.  Bach  had  fifty  ewes,  which 
'niised  an  average  price  of  46s.  Mr.  Lewis,  Baschurch,  had 
fotg  ewes,  which  sold  for  an  average  of  nearly  43s.  each. 

Mr.  Bigden's  annnal  tale  of  Southdown  ewes  and  letting 
IBd  sale  of  rams,  took  plaoe  at  Hove,  Brighton,  on  Friday. 


At  the  lunch  the  Chairman  (Ifr.  Turner)  gave  "  The  health  of 
Mr.  Bigden,  and  success  to  tne  sale.'*  The  sheep  brought  be> 
fore  them  to-day  might  be  in  bwer  condition  than  usual,  but 
that  was  easily  accounted  for  by  the  shortness  of  keep  they 
had  been  suffering  from  in  this  part  of  the  country.  They 
had  felt  the  effects  of  both  a  cold  spring  and  a  very  dry  sum- 
mer, and  in  fact  the  weather  had  been  against  them  ever  smee 
the  beginning  of  last  March.  Mr.  Bigden,  like  most  fiock- 
masters,  had  not  been  able  to  wiUistuid  the  effects  of  the 
severity,  and  conseauently  the  sheep  were  not  in  so  high  con- 
dition as  they  would  otherwise  have  been.  But  it  must  be  re- 
membered there  was  the  blood  all  the  same.  Mr.  Biiren  said 
it  was  perfecUy  true,  as  Mr.  Turner  had  said,  that  they  had 
incredible  difficulties  to  contend  against  daring  the  past  six 
months,  and  as  an  instance  he  might  mention  that  he  had 
sown  more  than  a  hundred  acres  with  rajpe  and  tnmips,  and 
not  a  single  acre  had  yet  made  anv  show.  No  one  would  hardly 
believe  that  sheep  could  have  lived  on  what  he  had  had  to 
give  them  during  the  last  two  or  three  months ;  he  had,  how- 
ever, been  fortunate  in  having  water,  and  that  was  the  only 
thing  that  had  saved  him.  The  sheep  to-day  would  all  be 
submitted  with  a  low  reserve,  and  he  must  do  the  best  he  could 
under  the  circumstances.  Mr.  Dnwbrid^,  the  Sussex  auc- 
tioneer, then  submitted  the  lots  to  competition.  Ewes :  Five 
full-mouthed  ewes,  £4,  The  Prince  of  Wales :  five,  £4  16s., 
The  Duke  of  Richmond ;  five,  £3,  Mr.  Woods,  Leatherhead : 
five,  £3  6s.,  Mr.  Woods ;  five,  £3  6s.,  E.  Stenning,  Godstone ; 
five,  £3,  Carew  Gibson ;  five,  £2 16s.,  E.  Cane,  Berwick ;  five, 
£2  10s.,  J.  S.  Turner,  Chynton ;  five,  £2  10s.,  E.  Sten- 
ning;  five,  £2  10s.,  Mr.  Gillespie,  Bolney;  five,  £2 
10s.,  C.  Gibson i  five.  £2  6s.,  C.  Gibson;  five,  £2 
7s.  6d.,  J.  Hodson,  BUtchington ;  five  shearling  ewes,  £2  16s., 
Mr.  Case,  Street  Pkce;  five,  £2  10s.,  Mr.  Case ;  five,  £2  16s., 
The  Prince  of  Wales ;  five,  £2  16s.,  Mr.  Northall  Lowne. 
fiams  for  letting :  Four  years  old,  by  Young  Elegance,  16 
guineas.  Colonel  Tomline,  M.P.,  Ipswich ;  two  years  old,  by 
Grandson  of  Archbishop,  27  guineas.  Colonel  Tomline ;  one 
year  old,  by  No.  40,  highly  commended  at  Taunton  and  Oxford, 
16  gnineas,  Mr.  Heasman,  Angmerin^ ;  one  year  old,  by  No. 
40,  oommended  at  Taunton,  16  guineas,  Mr.  Wodehonse, 
Hertford ;  one  year  oU,  by  No.  M,  commended  at  Taunton, 
16  guineas,  C.  Gibson ;  one  year  old,  by  No.  40, 16  guineas. 
Lord  Norbury ;  one  year  old,  by  Son  of  Plenipo,  10  guineas, 
Mr.  Dmmmond,  Southampton ;  one  year  old,  by  Son  of  rlenipo, 
12  guineas.  Lord  Norbury;  one  year  old,  by  Son  of  Plenipo, 
20 guineas,  Mr.  Gillespie,  Bolney.  Bams  for  sale:  Three 
years  old,  by  a  son  of  iCeserve,  10  guineas,  Mr.  Stevens,  North 
Devon ;  two  years  old,  by  a  son  of  Plenipo,  10  gs.,  Mr.  Gibson ; 
one  year  old,  by  a  ram  of  Mr.  Boys,  10  guineas,  Mr.  Hodson, 
Plymouth ;  one  year  old,  by  Younc  Plenipo,  dam  a  Bedding- 
ham  ewe.  11  guineas,  Mr.  Milward,  Notts ;  one  vear  old,  by 
No.  40,  dam  a  Goodwood  ewe;  12|  guineas,  Mr.  Hodson, 
Blatchington ;  one  year  old,  bj  No.  40, 12  guineas,  Northall 
Laurie ;  oneyear  old,  13|  guineas,  liidy  Shelley ;  one  year 
old,  dam  a  Webb  ewe,  10  guineas,  S.  Beard,  Eottingdean. 
Archbishop  won  the  first  prize  at  Canterbury,  and  was  sold  by 
Mr.  Webb  for  260  guineas ;  Young  Elegance  was  sold  at  Mr. 
Webb's  last  sale  for  140  guineas ;  No.  40  is  the  son  of  Be- 
serve,  highly  oommended  at  Leicester. 

The  sale  of  the  Attleborough  sheep  took  place  on  Thursday, 
when  was  offered  the  entire  fiock  consisting  of  42  shear- 
ling rams,  76  tup  lambs,  76  ewe  lambs,  26  shearling  ewes,  and 
160  flock  ewes.  The  average  results  of  the  sale  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

Average.  Total. 

41  shearling  rams £6  16    0  £279    0 

66  ram  lambs 4    0    0  268  10 

177  ewes 2  16    9  602  18 

76ewelamb8 118    0  142    0 

Total £1,182    8 

At  the  luncheon,  Mr.  C.  S.  Bead,  M.P.,  who  preatded, 
said,  1  remarked  just  now  that  we  were  very  blessed  in  living 
in  an  island.  There  is  one  thing  about  the  island,  however,  that 
we  seem  to  have  forgotten,  and  that  is  that  for  many  centuries  it 
kept  away  from  us  not  only  the  arms  of  the  invader,  but  also 
the  plsffues  and  nestilencea  amouff  stock  which  have  for  oen- 
tories  devastated  the  continent  of  Europe.  We  seem  now  to 
have  forgotten  this  Uuet,  and,  having  these  diaeaaei  located 


Digitized  by 


Google 


268 


THE  FABMEB'S  MAGAZINE. 


amongst  us,  we  have  A.cts  of  Parliameat  and  Orders  in  Coancil 
for  the  purpose  of  stamping  them  out,  but  I  am  sori^  to  say 
that  we  still  take  no  sufiieient  precaution  against  their  intro- 
duction. Why,  we  passed  a  measure  no  less  than  thirteen 
months  ago  for  the  erection  of  a  separate  market  in  the  me- 
tropolis for  the  sale  and  slaughter  of  foreign  stock,  and  yon 
will  hardly  belicTe  that  although  the  Corporation  of  London 
thtfteen  months  ago  knew  that  this  bill  was  passed,  yet  they 
have  not  at  present  uxed  uj^on  a  site  or  done  anything  at  all 
towards  the  erection  of  this  market.  Now,  what  is  the  con- 
sequence P  All  our  cattle  which  go  into  the  London  market 
are  obliged  to  be  slaughtered  there,  because  of  their  coming  in 
contact  with  foreign  stock  ;  and  1  would  ask  any  of  you  who 
have  had  the  misery  of  having  a  lot  of  cattle  there  on  a  bad 
market  day,  whether  it  does  not  seriously  affect  your  interest  P 
We  cannot  expect  to  get  that  market  open  until  such  time  as 
there  is  a  separate  market  for  foreign  stock.  We  have  passed 
an  Act  of  Parliament  that  has  been  put  in  force  with  a  certain 
amount  of  unanimity  in  this  county,  endeavouring  to  get 
rid  of  these  diseases,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  they  still  linger 
among  us,  and  are  on  the  increase.  I  don*t  doubt  that 
in  the  course  of  tliis  autumn,  when  we  have  our  usual 
importation  of  stock  from  distant  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
we  shall  have  serious  outbreaks  of  the  foot-and  mouth 
disease,  and  I  would  beg  you  to  be   very   careful   as   to 


the  quality  of  the  stock  you  buy,  and  the  state  of  health 
they  are  in.  I  believe  this  will  be  Uie  Is&t  of  the 
pleasant  gatherings  we  have  had  now  for  some  )tut 
past  at  Attleboro*  Hall.  It  must  be  a  feeling  of  regret  that 
we,  who  com«)  here  principally  to  meet  our  iriends,  should  be 
deprived  of  so  pleasant  a  holiday ;  but  it  must  also  be  & 
feeling  of  regret  that  those  esculent  sheep  wliich  M&sn. 
Salter  have  so  long  offered  for  our  notice  are  now  to  be  dis- 
persed, for  I  fear  from  the  fact  that  they  have  to  be  dispersed, 
they  have  not  altogether  answered  the  purpose  of  the  pro- 
ducers, Messrs.  Salter.  No  one  knows,  who  has  not  tried  it, 
the  expenses  that  are  incurred  by  keeping  up  a  good  flock  for 
the  purpose  of  furnishing  these  annual  ram  sales.  I  bow 
that  they  are  increasing  expenses,  and  I  don*t  wonder  that 
my  friend  Mr.  Salter  has  found  out  that  he  cannot  bestow 
that  time  and  attention  upon  them  any  longer;  and  that, 
therefore,  he  gives  them  up.  This  year,  when  oar  crop 
of  turnips  is  so  slender,  and  our  new  kyers  are  so  fust, 
it  is  more  than  ever  necessary  that  we  should  supply 
ourselves  with  the  very  best  stock,  and  I  think  for  qiuntitT 
and  quality  of  mutton,  and  length  of  wool,  you  canuot  id 
an^  sheep  superior  to  Messrs.  Salter's ;  and  as  I  know  that  in 
this  district  the  old  black-faced  ewe  is  still  a  favourite  with 
flockmasters,  I  say  it  is  impossible  to  find  a  better  cross  for 
them  than  coming  to  these  Attleboro*  rams. 


AGRICULTURAL    REPORTS. 


REVIEW    OF    THE    CATTLE     TRADE    DURING 
THE    PAST    MONTH. 

There  has  been  no  distinguishing  feature  in  the  cattle  trade 
of  the  past  month.  Notwithstanding  the  war  we  have  con- 
tinned  to  receive  supplies  from  the  Continent,  and  large  num- 
bers of  beasts  have  come  to  hand  from  Tonning.  It  is 
ezpNBcted,  however,  that  the  shipments  from  this  port  will 
he  immediately  stopped.  We  have  also  received  some  good 
animals  from  Spain.  From  our  own  grazing  districts  the 
arrivals  have  been  on  a  full  average  scale ;  bnt  there  has  been 
a  soarcitjr  of  really  prime  stock,  although  certainly  many  good 
useful  animals  have  been  exhibited.  As  regards  trade  a  fair 
amount  of  firmness  has  been  apparent,  notwithstanding  the 
absence  of  activity  in  the  demand.  The  best  breeds  being 
scarce  at  one  time  realized  5s.  8d.  per  81bs.,  but  the  quotation 
at  the  present  moment  is  5s.  6d.  per  81bs.  Other  breeds  have 
been  purchased  quietly,  and  the  currencies  have  been  somewhat 
irregular. 

The  supply  of  sheep  has  been  about  an  avera^^e,  both  as 
regards  number  and  condition.  For  most  descriptions  the 
traide  has  been  firm,  and  enbanced  quotations  have  oeen  paid, 
the*  best  Downs  and  half-breds  selling  at  5b.  6d.  to  5s.  8d. 
per  81bB. 

In  the  Iamb  trade  there  has  been  a  want  of  animation,  bnt 
prices  have  been  without  change,  ranging  from  5$.  lOd.  to  6s. 
6d.  per  81bs. 

Calves  have  been  in  moderate  supply,  and  fair  request,  at 
about  late  rates.    Pigs  have  sold  slowly. 

The  total  imports  of  foreisn  stock  into  London  during  the 
past  month  have  been  as  under : 

BeasU     7,278  Head. 

Sheep  andLambs 32,558 

Calves     2,301 

Pigs         2,388 

CoMPAKisow  OF  Imports. 
Aug.  Beasts.   Sheep  and  Lambs.    Calves.         Pigs. 

1869     8,840  80,116  8,245  2,803 

1868     10,179  26,112  1,883  3,288 

1867     8,741  28,943  1.067  5,726 

1866     14,927  44,666  2,960  4,087 

1866     16,536  61,060  3,287  8,251 

1864     11,475  41,830  2,786  4,326 

1863     9,502  39.062  4,327  4,108 

1862     5,630  85,056  2,060  3,297 

1861     6,581  36,386  1,874  3,718 

1860     6,647  40,105  2,520  4,075 

1869     6,502  32,483  3,254  1,806 

H^The  arrivali  of  bnUocka  from  our  own  grazing  districts,  as 


well  as  from  Scotland  and  Ireland,  thns  compare  with  the 
three  previous  years : 

Ang,     Aug.,    Aug.,  Ang., 
From—  1870.     1869.   1868.  1867. 

LincoLnshire,  Leicestershire,  and 

Northamptonshire   6,550    8,950    9,600   7,2^)0 

Other  parts  of  England 2,830    1,720    1,590   2,5(0 

Scotland    109         13      806       70 

Ireland  130       290     295      310 

The  annexed  fiaures  show  the  total  supplies  of  stock  exhi- 
bited and  disposed  of  during  the  month : 

BeasU      23,330  Head. 

Sheep  and  Lambs 164,690 

Calves      8,638 

Pigs         1,140 

CoMPABisoN  OP  Supplies. 
Aug.  Beasts.  Sheep  and  Lambs.    Calves.         Fig«- 

1869     22,179  155,660  8,769  5« 

1868     22,230  176,030  3.253  1,173 

1867     20,030  124,120  2.690  2.^05 

1866     26,840  153,720  2,690  2,560 

1865     29,600  147,520  3,828  2.46J) 

1864     29,1-20  154,800  3.426  3,D« 

1863     26,264  149.430  3,070  2,622 

1862     24,072  154,920  2,354  3.012 

1861     23,420  159,740  2,952  3,2i!3 

1860     22,290  151,500  3,348  2,070 

1859     23,170  166,090  3,322  2,320 

1868     26,915  151,630  2,127  3,510 

1857     20,695  143,788  3,173  S,«0 

1856     21,271  147,250  3,364  2,»:5 

Beasts  have  sold  at  from  3s.  6d.  to  5s.  8d.,  sheep  Ss.  6^  to 
5s.  6d.,  hunbs  5s.  lOd.  to  6s.  6d.,  calves  Sa.  4d.  to  5s.  6d.,  vA 
pigs  4fl.  2d.  to  5b.  8d.  per  81b8.  to  sink  the  offal. 
CoMPAiUsoir  OP  Prices. 

Aug..  1869.  Aug.,  1868. 

8.    d.    s.    d.  s.    d.   s.  d- 

Beef  from      3    4to6    4  3    Oto5  « 

Mutton  3    4  to  6    6  3    Oto5  6 

Lamb  6    4to5  10  4    6to5  C 

Veal 4    Oto6    4  3    6to5  2 

Pork 3  10  to  5    2  3    4  to  4  J 

A«g.,  1867.  An*.,  ISW- 

8.    d.     8.   d.  s.  d.    8.  «• 

Beef  from      3    9to5    2  8    8to5  6 

Mutton  3    2  to  6    4  8  10to6  0 

Lamb 4    6  to  6    6  6    8to7  ♦ 

Veal     4    0  to  5    4  4    Otoj  * 

Pork 8    4to4   4  *  OtoB  0 
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The  dead  meat  muketa  have  beea  moderately  supplied. 
The  trade,  on  the  whole,  haa  been  quiet,  at  about  late  rates. 
Beef  from  Ss.  6d.  to  3a.  lOd..  mutton  8s.  lOd.  to  68.  2d., 
Iambs  5s.  4d.  to  6s.  8d.,  veal  4e.  8d.  to  68.,  and  pork  4a.  to  oa. 
4iL  per  Slba.  bj  the  oarcaae. 

NOKTHUMBEELAND. 
Harrest,  which  iu  early  spring  months  promised  to  be  late, 
his  been  hastened  forward  by  the  unprecedented  dry,  hot,  and 
often  witlieriuff  days  of  June  and  July.  Beaping  was  partially 
begQD  on  early  gravelly  soils  adjacent  to  Woofer  and  Beau- 
moot  Water  the  first  week  in  the  present  month,  and  by  the  7th 
hirrat  became  general  over  the  entire  district.  Oats,  being 
dried  up  at  the  roota,  were  a  very  short  crop.  Barley  was  our 
bet  crop.  Wheat,  which  on  all  our  loamy  soils  was  in  former 
snutts  first  ready  for  the  sickle,  has  this  season  on'many  farms 
been  left  for  the  "kirn,"  or  finish;  and  by  the  end  of  the 
month,  with  such  roasting  atmosphere,  a  very  large  portion 
will  be  in  stack.  We  may  safely  assert  that  over  ninety  per 
cent,  of  the  entire  cereal  crop,  and  a  large  breadth  of  beans 
aod  peas,  has  been  cut  by  machineiy.  So  fSur  as  our  informa- 
tion roes,  no  test  as  to  yield  of  grain  is  certified ;  yet  the 
sh«af.l)ttlk,  when  packed  together  in  the  steck,  wUl  fall  woefully 
short  of  average  veara— a  poor  prospect  for  winter-keep,  in 
Q«  of  the  small  hay-cron  and  the  totally  dried-up  pasture- 
ims.  Our  only  hope  is  that  the  winter  may  be  a  mild  one.— 
Any.  28. 

NORTH  ETDING  OF  YOEKSHIBJE. 
With  the  brilliant  barveat  weather  the  work  is  proceeding 
Tigoroaslv.  Nearly  all  the  grain  in  this  district  is  cut,  and  a 
connderable  quantity  secured.  The  wheat  crop  is  turning  out 
*\  secording  to  our  last  report,  we  anticipated,  viz.,  a  fair 
werage  crop.  The  bulk  of  straw  not  exceasive,  but  qualitv 
fine  sad  likely  to  yield  well.  The  barley  crop  is  very  ^)od-^ 
thick  oa  the  ground,  all  standing,  and  the  heads  of  a  good 
Jnigth,  and,  so  &r,  mnch  haa  been  aeeured  without  a  stain. 
Oats  are  deficient  in  bulk  and  the  yield  Ukdy  to  be  bad.  In 
ntoy  fields  a  large  proportion  of  smutted  heads  are  seen,  and 
«J  «U  but  the  deep,  loamy  soils  the  grain  is  thin-bodied  and 
Hn.  On  the  18th  instant  we  had  about  half  an  inch  of  rain 
jad  some  trifling  ahowera  aince,  which  includea  the  whole  of 
the  ruo-fail  in  this  part  of  the  country  aince  the  beginning  of 
JDly.  Oar  putnrea  are  fairly  burnt  up,  and  aftermatha  have 
never  had  the  least  chance  of  growing.  To  maintain  out- 
door itoek  hay  and  arificial  foods  have  to  be  given ;  but  with 
aU  the  aid  that  is  given  they  make  but  litUe  progress,  and 
pnmebeefisverv  acaroe.  The  root  cropa  have  made  little 
p»th.  The  white  turnips  are  very  backward  and  are  suffer- 
la;  from  the  ravaflrea  of  the  grub.  Swedes  are,  and  have  been, 
tl  a  itandstiU.  and  the  whole  crop  ia  very  patchy.  Our  pros- 
pect for  winter  keep  is  very  bad  indeed.— Aug,  26. 

AGRICULTURAL  INTELLIGENCE, 
FAIRS.  &c. 
ALFORD  FAIR.— There  was  no  difficulty  to  find  a  buyer 
tor  «ch  lot,  upwards  of  400  sheep  being  penned,  which  sold 
y  sbottt  35s.  to  608.  for  drapes  and  ewes,  fat  mutton  7d.  to 
<K  per  lb.,  Umbs  I8s.  to  30s.  each,  13  fat  and  store  beasts, 
»luch  averaKed  98.  per  stone. 

w  .-^^^^^^  FAIR  was  a  dull  hanging  one,  and  owners,  who 
Mid  firm,  were  obliged,  in  order  to  effect  sales,  to  submit  to 
ouTCot  prices,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  food.  Gnsy.faced 
wether  hoggs  brought  from  158.  to  16s.,  half-bred  do.  148.  to 
lJ.,thTee-parU  bred  18a.  to  22e.,  black-faced  wethers  from 
offtbe feU  l8s.  to 22s.,  black-faced  ewes 208.  to  25s., and  half- 

»od  brought  high  prices,  but  otter  stocks  were  quite  a  drug, 
»M  many  remained  in  the  evening  in  the  pens  unsold. 

BODMIN  PAIR.— Fat  cattle  and  sheep  sold  freely,  but  in 
wnseqoence  of  the  scarcity  of  grass  the  demand  for  store 
wle  was  very  Umited.  Good  horses  were  much  aaked  for, 
Mt  the  prioes  wanted  for  a  few  superior  animals  present  were 
iohrn|  that  little  business  was  done  until  late  in  the  day. 
iiie  foUowUg  prioes  were  made :  Fat  cattle  from  TOs.  to  728. 
!«'  cwt.,  store  catUe  iOs.  to  428.,  cows  and  calves  COs. ;  fat 
w«P  7d.  to  7Jd.  per  lb. ;  ewea  368.  to  40b.  «ach,  lambs  268. 


BOSTON  FAT  SHEEP  MARKET.— Very  few  penned, 
and  prices  ranged  from  8d.  to  S^d.  per  lb. 

CARLISLE  FAIR.~Inthe  Umb  market  a  great  falling  off 
in  the  number  shown  as  compared  with  last  year,  only  13,000 
being  placed.  Last  year  upwards  of  34,000  lambs  were  exhi- 
bited. In  the  earlier  part  of  the  day  business  was  slow,  buyers 
being  unwilling  to  accede  to  the  terms  of  the  holders.  In  the 
afternoon,  however,  the  market  became  more  animated,  and 
hunbs  sold  pretty  freely  at  the  following  prices :  Half-breds 
198.  to  34s.,  Cheviots  168.  to  10s.,  crosses  16s.  to  24fl.  These 
prices  bear  favourable  comparison  with  those  of  recent  markets, 
and  are  considerably  in  advance  of  those  obtained  at  this  fair 
last  year.  The  number  of  cattle  was  verv  small,  and  consisted 
nminly  of  Irish  and  cross-breds,  for  which  £4  to  £12  each  were 
the  average  prices. 

DUNDEE  FAIR.  — Among  the  fat  cattle  shown  were 
several  good  lots,  the  top  lot  selling  at  £22  per  head.  Sub- 
joined are  a  few  of  the  sales:  A  lot  of  ten  two-year-olds  at 
£21  10s.,  a  lot  of  four  at  £18,  three  queys  at  £14,  a  pair  for 
£42,  a  single  beast  at  £15,  a  lot  of  ten  Highland  cattlb  at 
£7,  and  several  small  lots  of  yearlings  at  from  £7  10s.  to  £10. 
The  show  of  milch  cows,  chiefly  Ayrshires,  was  good,  but  far 
in  excess  of  the  demand.  Mr.  Liddle,  Denny,  showed  thirty, 
and  sold  a  few  only  at  prices  ranging  from  £13  lOs.  to  £20. 
Mr.  Thomas  Nicol,  Forfar,  showed  twenty-two,  and  sold  some 
at  from  £12  to  £21.  Four  harness  horses  sold  at  prices 
ranging  from  £15  to  £48. 

DUNSE  UOOK  FA1R.-Therewasaverygood  show  of 
lambs,  and  the  demand  was  £air,  prices  ruled  much  the  same 
as  at  Lamman,  though  in  some  cases  from  2s.  to  Ss.  a  head 
were  obtained  in  advance  of  Lammas.  A  lot  of  bred  lambs 
sold  at  30s. ;  a  lot  at  28s.  ;  a  lot  of  three-parts-bred  at  288. ; 
a  lot  at  22s. ;  a  lot  at  22a.  6d. ;  a  lot  at  268  ;  the  Greenlaw 
Dean  lot  at  228. ;  a  lot  at  20s. ;  a  lot  of  three-parts-breed  at 
208. ;  a  lot  of  greyfaced  at  12s. ;  a  lot  of  sheep  at  SSs.  a- 
head.  Leicester  tups,  a  lot  of  twenty,  brought  an  average  of 
£6  14s.  lO^d.,  the  highest  priced  one  £13  lOs.  Mr.  Wilson 
of  Cumledge's  lot  of  seventeen  brought  an  average  of  £7  ISs. 
4d.  the  highest  one  in  this  lot  being  purchased  at  £16. 

iPSWiCII  LAMB  FAIR.— Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  feed 
and  poor  prospects  as  to  turnips,  trade  was  dull.  Lambs  made 
from  20b.  to  30s.  Messrs.  Sj^urlingand  Sons  had  some  2,700 
sheep  and  lambs,  the  disposition  of  which  was  at  the  fall  of 
the  auctioneer's  hammer.  Mr.  Keeble's  (Tattingstone)  lamba 
sold  at  268.  to  288.,  Mr.  J.  Lay's  (Bentlev)  24s.  to  27s.,  Mr. 
J.  C.  Cobbold*8  228.  6d.  to  278.,  Mr.  T.'  Wainwri^hfs  (Ix- 
worth)  black-faced  ewe  lambs  268.  to  28s.,  shearling  ewes 
38b.  6(1.  to  43s.,  two-shear  ewes  40$.  to  43s.,  black-faced  tuna 
408.  to  80s.;  Mr.  Cooper's  (Holton)  ewes  408.  to 45s. ;  m, 
Emerson's  (Saffron  Walden)  shearling  tups  408.  to  808.,  lamba 
308.  to  40s. ;  Mr.  Woodward's  (Old  Newton)  468.  to  468. ; 
Col.  Tomline's,  M.P.,  shearling  ewes  388.  to  408.,  crones  24s. ; 
Mr.  W.  Ourdou's  (Brantham  Court)  shearling  ewea  46a.  to 
468.,  crones  S6s.  to  398.  Messrs.  Crnso  and  Uawkina  had  a 
number  of  tupa  for  sale.  I'wenty  shearling  Norfolk  Cotswold 
rams  belonging  to  Mr.  Thornton,  averaged  £7,  the  highest 
price  being  £9  158. ;  and  20  pure  Lincolnshires,  the  property 
of  Captain  Catling,  Needham  Hall,  Wisbeach,  averaged 
£7  15s.,  the  top  price  being  £10  16s.  Of  Mr.  C.  "RohfM 
Southdowns  7  only  were  let,  at  £6  6s.  each. 

KNARESBRtf  FORTNIGHTLY  MARKET.— There  was 
a  moderate  attendance  of  buyers,  and  a  thin  supply  of  fat  stock 
at  88.  to  9s.  per  stone.  Fat  sheep  7d.  to  8d.,  lamba  8d.  to  9d., 
fat  calvea  7d.  to  7id. 

LANARK  SECOND  LAMB  MARKET.— The  atock  con- 
sists  of  blackfaced  ewe  and  wether  lambs.  Cheviots,  and  crosses. 
Generally  ewe  lambs  take  the  lead  in  regard  to  numbers ;  but 
on  the  present  occasion  wether  lambs  were  by  far  the  hurgest 
class,  and  certainly  greater  than  has  ever  been  seen  at  the 
second  fair  at  Lanark.  The  total  number  of  all  kinds  was  esti- 
mated at  about  25,000,  or  nearly  a  third  more  than  last  year, 
which  mav  be  accounted  for  by  the  large  turn  out  of  wether 
lambs.  The  attendance  of  purchasers,  both  from  England, 
the  north  of  Scotland,  and  the  Lothians  was  moderately  good, 
and  a  considerable  stroke  of  business  was  done  in  blackfaced 
ewe  lambs  by  English  buyen,  and  also  in  blackfaced  wether 
lamba  by  thoae  from  the  north.  Wether  lambs  had  a  very  bad 
aale,  and  in  sympathy  with  the  slackness  of  trade  prices  were 
back  28.  apiece  from  the  lamb  fair  held  at  Lanark  a  fortnight 
ago.    The  best  demand  was  for  blackfaced  ewe  lambs,  tho 
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wbole  of  which  were  nndentood  to  be  lold  at  priees  above 
thoM  obtained  last  year,  the  incnaae  ranging  from  Is.  6d.  to 
2s.,  according  to  the  character  of  the  stock  and  the  fortune  of 
the  seller.    Cross  lambs  were  also  in  request,  and  thej  mav  be 

?aoted  at  Ss.  apiece  above  the  value  which  they  made  in  1869. 
Iheviot  stock  was  thinly  represented.  With  the  exception  of 
a  few  tops,  nearly  all  the  lots  of  lambs  on  sale  were  seconds. 

LINCOLN  FAT  STOCK  MARKET.— A  large  number  of 
beasts,  but  veiy  few  in  first-rate  condition,  they  made  9s.  per 
stone,  and  mutton  8d.  per  lb. 

MARLBOROUGH  FAIR.— A  Uirger  number  of  sheep 
than  has  been  known  for  many  jrears,  and  prices  receded  Ss. 
to  48.  per  head,  several  lots  remaining  unsold.  The  highest 
price  for  ewes  was  63s.,  realised  by  Mrs.  Price,  of  Wolfhall, 
who  fldso  made  46s.  for  lambs.  Mr.  Qeorge  Brown  made  50b. 
for  the  prize  ewes,  bought  by  Mr.  T.  Owen,  of  Clapton. 

MELTON  MOWBRAY  FAIR.— The  show  of  homed 
cattle  was  quite  as  large  as  might  have  been  expected  from 
the  long  continued  drought,  and  prices  (though  unremunera- 
tive  to  the  grazier)  were  very  fair  for  useful  meated  and  half- 
meated  beasts.  Norfolk  jobbers  were  present,  but  acted  with 
caution.  The  pitch  of  sheep  was  quite  up  to  the  average ; 
lambs  from  20s.  to  24«.  per  head. 

ROMNEY  FAIR.— About  12,000  sheep  and  Umbs  were 
penned — nearly  all  Romney-marsh  bred  and  fed,  but,  as  might 
DC  supposed,  considering  the  extreme  drought  which  has  pre- 
vailed almost  without  intermission  since  the  lambing-season, 
roost  of  the  latter  on  offer  were  in  poor  condition.  Tegs  and 
ewes  also  bore  evidence  of  the  shortness  of  keep,  but,  notwith- 


standing, boainen  waa  brisk.  Lambt  realised  from  10s.  to 
80s.,  ttn  37s.  to  SSs.,  and  ewea  fW>m  2Sa.  to  SOk  uer  hesd. 

fiOMSEY  SHEEP  FAIR.— The  nnmber  penned  was  above 
an  average.  Trade  was  heavy,  and  the  prices  naliaed  wen 
from  Ss.  to  4«.  per  head  less  than  laat  year.  Uunbs  fietehed 
from  186.  to  25s. ;  ewes  from  26s.  to  84s.  There  wis  a 
ready  sale  of  sheep  fit  for  the  butcher,  at  good  prices. 

RUTHERQLEN  FAIR.— Milch  stock  has  gone  to  a  very 
high  value ;  there  was  no  fkll  in  the  value  of  cattle,  bowerer, 
and  prices  were  much  in  accordance  with  those  obtained  tt 
the  market  last  month.  The  largest  lot  of  milch  cows  in  tbe 
fair  sold  at  from  £13  to  £18.  Mr.  John  Dnnlop  sold  at  from 
£12  to  £19.  Draught  horses  ranged  from  £25  to  £45,  and 
in  a  few  instances  from  the  latter  f^re  to  £60  was  obtained. 
Harness  horses  sold  at  from  £30  to  £50,  and  ponies  from  110 
to  £26. 

SALISBURY  FORTNIGHTLY  MARKET.-Th«  vw 
a  preponderance  of  middling  and  inferior  qualities.  Tbe  beet 
made  good  prices,  one  bt  of  prime  Devons  realizing  as  madi 
as  lie.  per  score.  Trade  however  ruled  slow,  especially  for 
inferior  animals,  which  were  purchaaeable  at  lower  fikres 
than  at  last  market,  and  were  not  cleared  off.  In  tbe  sheep 
department  some  2,500  were  penned  of  various  qoaiitiei 
Secondary  sorts  made  rather  less  money  than  before,  bat  good 
pens  maintained  late  rates,  and  the  whole  found  purebasen. 
Best  oxen  realized  from  12a.  6d.  to  Ids.  6d.  per  soore,  and 
heifers  from  lis.  to  12s.  Wether  mutton  made  as  a  generd 
rule  from  8d.  to  S\L  per  lb.,  and  ewe  ditto  from  7id.  to  8d. 


REVIEW    OF    THE    CORN    TRADE 

DURING  THE   PAST   MONTH. 


While  the  past  month  haa  been  the  time  for  the  gather- 
ing of  providential  blessing,  and  mnch  of  the  com  which 
lately  covered  the  fields  has  been  safely  hOnsed,  the  savage 
and  nnreaaonable  lusta  of  men  have  gathered  hostile  armies 
for  deadly  combat,  and  the  earth  from  which  we  all 
apring  haa  been  saturated  with  human  blood.  We  can 
only  hope  that  the  terrific  aacrificea  of  homan  life  will 
soon  come  to  an  end,  and  that  the  victories  of  Prusaia  will 
be  so  complete  that  peace  once  more  will  be  in  the 
ascendant.  England  has  no  small  reason  to  be  thaukfol 
that  she  has  done  her  best  to  prevent  this  effusion  of 
blood,  and  haa  kept  aloof  herself  from  the  tremendoua 
strife.  But  these  political  movements  have  made  most 
nnateady  markets ;  first  an  unusual  rise,  then  an  equal 
depreasion,  as  warlike  or  pacific  views  were  entertained, 
and  in  expectation  of  the  latter  new  wheat  haa  already 
fallen  from  its  first  made  prices  Ga.  to  78.  per  qr.,  and 
old,  both  foreign  and  English,  have  given  way  Ss.  to  48. 
per  qr. ;  but  at  this  point  there  seems  something  like  a 
settlement,  and  with  red  wheat  at  about  SOs.  and  white  at 
64s.  in  London,  we  seem  to  have  arrived  at  an  approach 
to  safety  for  farmers  under  most  unusual  circumstances. 
With  only  an  average  crop  as  the  highest  estimate,  we  see 
no  harry  to  realise  such  prices,  especially  aa  the 
Baltic  is  shut  up  both  by  a  Prussian  prohibition  and  a 
French  fleet,  and  the  ordinary  return  of  winter  will  most 
probably  shorten  the  receipts  from  Prussia,  &c.  The  ex- 
port of  wheat  to  France  has  ceased  since  she  has  gathered 
her  own  crop,  bnt  immense  quantities  of  oats  have  been 
taken  for  that  country,  where  the  yield  has  been  very  de- 
ficient ;  and  beyond  this  there  haa  been  a  free  export  of 
flour,  the  exigences  of  the  war  requiring  the  manufac- 
tured article  for  the  population  of  Paris.  The  quality  of 
the  new  wheat  has  been  answerable  to  the  fine  dry  wea- 
ther, but  the  temperature  haa  varied  exceedingly,  the 
third  week  having  brought  frosty  nights  and  mornings, 
and  still  heavy  rains  are  much  needed  to  revive  the  mea- 
dows, which  have  yielded  so  scanty  a  crop  of  hay.  Un- 
kH  they  fall  soqq  l««a  atgok  nmvt  be  forced  fyr  « time 


upon  the  meat  market,  and  evoitaally  add  much  to  iti 
price ;  and  what  mischief  this  war  will  do  is  yet  to  be 
seen  in  the  way  of  waste  and  deatmction.  Tht  folloriog 
were  the  range  of  prices  recently  paid  at  the  several  pUces 
named :  White  wheat  at  Paris,  62s.,  red,  60$. ;  old  irbite 
at  Bordeaux,  66s.,  new,  528. ;  red  in  Belgium  from  51s. 
to  588. ;  at  Hambro',  52s.  to  638.  6d. ;  at  Rostock,  SZi.; 
in  different  parts  of  Spain,  48s.  to  SOs.;  at  Pesth,  41s.; 
in  Italy,  60a.  to  63s. ;  at  Rostoff,  34s.  to  36a. ;  at  Alex- 
andria, 40s. ;  at  Algiers,  hard  488.,  soft  49s. ;  New  York, 
No.  2  red,  43s.  o.  f.  i.;  San  Faanciaco,  63s.  CicCL; 
best  wheat  at  Adehude  58.  4d.  per  bnahd. 

The  first  Monday  in  August  commenced  on  a  moderate 
English  supply  of  wheat,  with  heavy  arrivals  from  abiw^ 
nearly  40,000  quarters  being  from  the  Baltic  alone,  m 
12,000  from  America.  The  show  of  samples  from  tbe 
near  conntiea  was  scanty  this  morning,  and  with  them  ap- 
peared some  new  Talavera  of  moderate  quality,  which  sold 
at  608.  The  trade  on  the  whole  was  quiet,  bnt  Is.  over 
Monday's  rates  was  generally  realised.  In  foreign  ssm- 
plea  the  choice  was  for  Russian  qualities,  which  sIm 
brought  about  the  same  improvement.  This  adnnce 
noted  in  the  metropolis  was  quickly  responded  to  in  the 
country,  scarcely  any  market  bring  without  an  equal  id- 
vance,  while  a  riae  of  28.  was  reported  at  Bory  St. 
Edmund's,  Birmingham,  Hull,  Roeheater,  Stockton,  &c«i 
Market  Harborough  and  Melton  Mowbray  bang  28.  to 
3s.  per  qr.  dearer.  At  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh  the  ad- 
vance  waa  about  Is.  Dublin  could  only  report  more  firm- 
ness both  for  native  and  foreign  produce. 

On  the  second  Monday  the  English  returns  were  am 
but  the  foreign  again  considerable,  though  little  bcyoad 
half  the  preceding  week.  A  small  exhibition  of  sample 
was  made  on  the  Essex  and  Kentish  atands,  nearly  hali 
waa  new,  the  best  red  (weighing  641ba.  per  bnaL)  bro^M 
688.,  and  the  beat  white  (weighing  ftSlba.  per  hash.)  61*. 
High  prices  were  at  firat  demanded  for  old,  but  miai 
would  not  exceed  previona  ratca.  The  tanim  tiide  «8 
film,  and  8Qme  dwriptiQM  ocewigwHy  »w»pt  « 
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nifinoe  of  If.  per  qr.  Silei  of  floating  cargoes  coiild  only 
be  oMde  hy  aamt  eonceaaons.  The  country  trade  thii 
week  WM  extremely  doll ;  though  many  places  held  on  for 
the  prenons  rates,  others  accepted  a  decline  of  Is.,  and 
tome  were  2s.  easier,  as  Birmingham,  Bristol,  Oloncester, 
Keweastle,  and  Stockton.  Liyerpool  was  8d.  per  cental 
down  on  Tuesday,  with  an  eqnal  decline  on  Friday. 
Xkoogh  Glasgow  did  not  make  the  reduction  over  Is.  per 
q^  Edinburgh  wrote  a  reduction  of  2s.  to  3s.  In  ire- 
Imii  the  com  trade  was  dull,  Dublin  and  Cork  giving  ad- 
Tiea  of  the  same  tenor. 

On  the  third  Monday  the  home  supply  was  moderate, 
kt  tliat  finom  abroad  was  greatly  increased,  Daozig  and 
Rostock  leading  30,000  qrs.,  and  America  17,000  qrs. 
A  lerere  redaction  was  noted  in  new  samples  from  the 
itarting  prices,  the  highest  for  red  being  62s.  and  white 
54s.,  while  old  fell  in  value  3s.  to  4s.  per  qr.,  though 
Me  was  olTering.  The  business  done  in  foreign  con- 
tisted  principally  of  American  sorts,  which  also  were 
quoted  Ss.  lower,  and  to  sell  other  qualities  the  same  de- 
cliae  was  required.  Floating  cargoes  were  reduced  also 
is  Tslne  8s.  per  qr.  The  great  fall  noted  in  London 
tliRw  the  country  markets  into  apparent  confusion,  and 
sMMtirregokr  rates  were  the  conseqnence,  insomuch  that 
we  (an  only  take  the  average  deeline  on  new  at  Ss.  to  6s. 
per  qr.,  and  old  about  8s.  to  4s.  Liverpool  was  down 
6i  for  the  week  per  cental  on  Tuesday,  and  very  dull 
OS  the  locceeding  Friday ;  and  Olaagow  was  down  Is. 
per  boU,  or  2s.  per  qr.  Edinburgh  declined  2s.  to  3s. 
per  qr.  Dublin  noted  a  reduction  of  Is.  per  barrel,  on 
oldfordgD,  sales  of  new  red  being  made  at  81s.  per 
UrreL 

On  the  fourth  Monday  there  was  a  slight  increase  in 
the  English  supply,  and  a  great  reduction  in  the  foreign, 
thoogh  still  good.  There  was  a  fair  show  this  morning 
OB  the  Kentish  and  Essex  stands,  mostly  new,  of  good 
qoalitj.  A  few  samples  early  in  the  day  went  off  from 
the  Essex  stands  at  about  the  previous  currency ;  but  as 
the  day  advanced  Kentish  factors  found  they  had  to  make 
a  rednctioa  of  fully  Is.  per  qr.  before  they  could  do  busi- 
ness. This  being  done,  the  show  was  pretty  well  cleared 
off.  Old  was,  however,  no  lower,  there  bemg  but  little 
offered.  The  foreign  trade  was  moderate,  consisting 
prindpally  of  a  demand  for  Russian  and  American  sorts, 
vhieh  in  some  cases  were  sold  on  rather  easier  terms, 
thoagh  those  of  fine  Oalatz  were  held  as  on  the  previous 
Honday.  Floating  cargoes  were  quiet.  The  country 
tnde  this  week  waa  but  little  changed  ;  but  there  was  an 
occasional  decline  of  Is.  and  sometimes  of  28.  per  qr.  on 
new  samples. 

The  imports  into  London  for  the  four  weeks  were 
^,419  qrs.  English,  193,846  qrs.  foreign,  against 
13,005  qrs.  English,  183,998  qrs.  foreign,  for  the  same 
period  in  1869.  The  London  exports  in  the  same  time 
▼ere  2,260  qrs.,  with  31,876  cwts.  flour.  The  importe 
into  the  kingdom  for  the  four  weeks  ending  13th  August 
jere  3,197,879  cwts.  wheat,  310,667  cwts.  flour,  against 
3,232,531  cwts.  wheat,  466.276  cwU.  flour,  for  the  same 
time  last  year.  The  general  averages  commenced  at  49s. 
l^  and  closed  at  54s.  lOd. ;  and  the  London  averages 
KSaa  at  59s.  2d.,  and  closed  at  55s.  lOd.  per  qr. 

The  flour  trade  during  the  four  weeks  has  not  mate- 
^jTsried.  There  was  a  decline  in  country  sorts  of 
2s.  per  ssek  on  the  third  Monday,  notwithstanding  a  de- 
oiand  for  France;  and  though  that  demand  was  partly 
^pt  np  on  the  fourth,  there  was  so  little  home  inquiry 
w*t  it  only  served  to  prevent  a  falL  Barrels  fell  at  the 
•Mie  time  fully  Is.,  and  they  have  since  remained  with- 
out ehange.  Town  millers  have  not  lowered  the  top 
R which  hai  remained  54s.  The  imports  into 
I  te  (h«  fm  wed»  were  62,848  Mcka  £ii£^iah, 


14,097  sacks  29,932  banreli  foreign,  agtinst  62,284  sacki* 
English,  83,874  sacks  7,288  barrels  foreign,  in  1869. 

Maixe  has  been  declining  all  through  the  month, 
making  the  reduction  in  four  weeks  48.  to  5s.  per  qr., 
good  useful  yellow  being  procurable  at  31s.,  which  was 
recently  selling  at  35s.  and  more.  The  imports  for  the 
four  weeks  were  71,934  qrs.,  against  19,851  qrs.  in 
1869. 

The  crop  of  English  barley  being  exhausted,  and  but 
very  few  samples  of  new  yet  appearing,  the  few  shown 
have  brought  good  prices,  say  40s.  to  44s. ;  but  values 
cannot  be  said  to  have  yet  settled.  The  great  reduction 
in  Indian  Com  could  not  fail  to  influence  grinding  sorts, 
which  for  the  hist  four  weeks  have  given  way  fully  Is.  per 
qr.  every  week,  for  fair  quality  may  now  be  had  at  269.  to 
27s.  The  London  imports  for  the  four  weeks  were  767 
qrs.  EngUsh,  88,388  qrs.  foreign,  against  1,352  qrs.  Eng- 
lish, 8,060  qrs.  foreign,  in  1869.  We  think  it  probable 
there  may  be  some  recovery  from  this  decline,  as  stocks 
of  foreign  are  low,  and  the  new  Engli^  will  be  much 
above  these  rates. 

The  malt  trade  has  been  duU,  and  tending  downwards. 

With  some  of  the  new  crop  of  oats  arriving,  there  has 
been  a  gradual  increase  in  the  English  supply,  partly 
owing  to  the  better  prices  lately  made  through  the  extra- 
ordinary demand  for  France,  which  country  has  taken 
the  large  amount  of  139,470  qrs.  in  four  weeks ;  but 
there  have  been  eqnaUy  extraordinary  imports,  leaving 
the  balance  against  prices  of  about  2s.  per  qr.  Russian  38lbs. 
per  busheb,  lately  worth  about  25s.  or  more  closed  at  23s., 
there  being  some  symptoms  of  an  upward  movement  at 
the  last  market  to  the  extent  of  6d.  per  qr.  What  France 
may  yet  require  there  is  no  foreseeing ;  but  we  know  that 
Oerman  ports  are  closed  against  us,  and  this  may  mate- 
rially reduce  our  receipts.  Our  own  crop  is  decidedly 
short,  and  at  the  best  times  never  comes  up  to  our  neces- 
sities. The  imports  into  London  for  the  four  *  weeks 
were  6,144  qrs.  English,  62  qrs.  Scotch,  1,300  qrs.  Irish, 
493,133  qrs.  foreign,  against  4,810  qrs.  English,  180  qrs. 
Scotch,  1,000  qrs.  Irish,  127,715  qrs.  foreign,  for  the 
same  period  in  1869. 

The  occasional  appearance  of  new  samples  of  beans  of 
good  quality,  together  with  moderate  foreign  supplies, 
and  a  general  reduction  in  feeding  stnflb,  have  caused  this 
grain,  which  lately  commanded  high  rates,  to  gradually 
give  way,  say  from  28.  to  88.  per  qr.  in  the  four  weeks. 
For  some  hsrd  new  winter  42s.  was  bid  on  the  fourth 
Monday.  The  imports  for  four  weeks  into  London  were 
1,282  qrs.  English,  2,569  qrs.  foreign,  against  1,038  qrs. 
English,  2,640  qrs.  foreign  for  the  same  period  in  1869. 

New  peas  have  also  increased  the  English  arrivals  to  a 
moderate  extent,  but  very  large  imports  of  inferior  mixed 
white  from  the  Baltic  have  caused  a  general  decline  in 
this  pulse  to  about  the  same  extent  as  beans,  with,  how- 
ever, much  more  difficulty  to  place  them.  Some 
low  sorts  might  be  had  at  32s.  to  3Ss.,  the  better  at  35s., 
and  the  best  white  at  888.  to  40s.,  duns  378.  to  388. 
The  imports  into  London  for  four  weeks  were  2,258  qrs. 
English,  85,026  qrs.  foreign,  against  1,176  qrs.  English, 
6,674  qrs.  foreign  in  1869. 

The  supply  of  linseed  having  only  been  moderate  and 
the  want  of  grass  making  feed  scarce,  both  seed  and  cake 
have  found  a  fair  inquiry  at  full  prices.  The  imports  were 
23.343  qrs.,  against  42,762  qrs.  in  1869.  Very  little 
has  lately  been  passing  in  cloverseed,  but  prices  have 
ruled  flrm.  New  trefoil  has  been  placed  at  moderate 
prices.  New  white  mustard  seed  and  winter  tares  have 
been  inquired  for,  but  as  rain  is  much  wanted,  and  the 
prices  asked  have  beeu  high,  buyers  have  preferred 
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IriBh,  feed,  white  21 
Ditto,  black 21 

BBANS,Maiagan  ...40 
Harrow 42 

PBAS.  white,  boUerB.S6 


'OUBRENT  PBIOBS  OF  BRITISH  GRAIN  AND  FLOUR 
IN  MARE  LANB. 

whnHwf  p#r  Qeuurter. 

WHEAT,  new,  Essex  and  Kent,  white  60  to  66...new  60  to  63 

„  „  red...  60     62      „     47     49 

Norfolk,  Linclnsh.,  and  Yorksh.,  red  49     62     „     46     49 

BARLEY 32  to  86 OhevaUer  (nominal)  40     46 

Grinding 81      31 DietilUng 37     41 

MALT  (nominal), Bflsex,  Norfolk,  and  Soflblk 61     70 

Kingston,  Ware,  and  town-made 61     70 

Brown.. ..49     66 

RYE 86     38 

OATS,  English,  feed  28  to  80. ^ Potato 27     84 

Sootoh,  feed 00     00 Potato OD    00 

' ^*       26 Fine. 24     27 

24 Potato 26     80 

43 Ticks 41     48 

46 Pigeon 47     61 

X  «iA»,  ^s^^,  i^^»x..Mw      40Maplo  42  to  &Gr^,new  36     38 
FLOUR,  per  sack  of  280Ib8.,Town,  Hoa0oholds.nom.  48     61 

Country,  on  shore 86  to  37       ,.         39     40 

Norfolk  and  Suffolk^  on  shore 81     36 

FOREIGN  GRAIN. 

Bhilllngt  per  QoAxter. 

WHEAT,  Dantzic,  mixed 62  to  63 extra 67to60 

Kdnigsberg 60      62 extra 62     66 

Rostock 60      61 fine 62     66 

Silesian,  red. 47      60 white....  60     63 

Pomera.,  Meckberg.,  and  Uckermrk.  ...red 62     61 

Russian,  hard, 42  to  44...St.  Petersburg  and  Riga  46     48 

Danish  and  Holstein,  red  48    61 American  48     60 

French,  none Rhine  and  Belgium 00     00 

Chilian,  white  66...  Oalifomian  66  ...  Australian  67     60 
BARLEY,  grinding  26  to  29. . ..distilling  and  malting  32     37 

OATS,  Dutch,  brewing  and  Polands  23  to  30 feeid  21     26 

Danish  and  Swedish,  feed  22  to  26....  Stralsund...  22     26 
Canada  20to22,  Riga  21  to  23.  Arch.21to28,P'sbg.  23     26 

TARES,  Spring,  per  qr small  00    00 large  00     00 

BEANS,  BMesland  and  Holstein 41     46 

Kdnigsberg 40  to  43...Eg7ptian 39     41 

-"  '    -  -  --      86...fine  boilers 88     89 

83...yeUow 28     31 

00 
26 


PEAS,  feeding  and  maple...33 

INDIAN  CORN,  white 30  o«...veuuw  .... 

FLOUR,  per  sack,  French..41 '  43...Bpanish,  p.  sack  00 

Amcaican,per  brl 22  21...extraanad*ble.24 


COMPARATIVE    AVERAGES. 


WHEAT. 

BARLEY. 

OATS. 

Years.     Qrs.        s.  d. 

Qrs.        8. 

d. 

Qrs.       8.  d. 

1866...  62,636    ...  60  10 

1,169    ...  33 

8 

1,799|...26    6 

1867...  22,869   ...68    2 

671    ...  39 

4 

1,676|  ...  28  11 

1868...  61,642   ...67    1 

1,791    ...  41 

4 

l,927l...29    2 

1869...  46,279   ...63    1 

821    ...  33 

"^  i 

1,461|...26    8 

1870...  47,377   ...64    7 

839    ...  83 

6  ! 

2,919    ...  26  10 

Fob  ths  past  Six 

WSBKS  : 

16,  1870 

23,  1870 

30,  1870 

6,  1870 

Aug.    13,  1870 

Aug.    20,  1870 

Aggregate  of  the  aboye  , 
The  same  week  in  1869... 


AVERAGES 


July 
July 
July 
Aug. 


Wheat. 
s.    d. 

rX- 

49     8 

81      2 

49     9 

31      2 

62    10 

33      6 

64    11 

31      8 

64    10 

32    U 

61      7 

33      6 

62      0 

32      8 

63      1 

83      7 

Oats. 

s.  d. 

26  6 

28  11 

2i3  9 

28  8 

28  0 

26  10 

'26  11 

26  8 


FLUCTUATIONS  in  the  AVERAGE  PRICE  of  WHEAT. 


PaicE. 

July  16. 

July  23. 

July  30. 

Aug.  6.  Aug.  13.  Aug.  20. 

6  Is.  lid. 

•"J 

J'Lj 

64s.  lOd. 
648.  7d. 
628.  lOd. 
40s.  9d. 
40s.  8d. 

... 

...  1 '     -    . 

... 

:::  i  ::: 

BRITISH  SEEDS. 
UvstAXD,  perbosh., brown  ISs.  to  i6s.,  white   lls.tol88. 

OAjiABT,perqr , 6is.    68s. 

Clotxbsbxd,  red 61s.    68s. 

OosxAvnn,  per  cwt 21s.   228. 

Taxxs,  winter,  new;  per  bushel 12s.    13s. 

TsxvoiL,  new 22s.    248. 

Rtsokasb,  per  qr 288.    SOs. 

Lxvsxxn.nerqr.,  sowing  70s. to 728.,  crushing    68s.    648. 

LnrsBXD  O^xxs,  per  ton. £11 10s.  to  £12  Os. 

RArBBBsn,  per  qr 708.    7l8. 

Rapb  Cixx,perton £6  168.  Od.  to£6  10s.  Od. 

FOREIGN  SEEDS. 

OoBiurnn,  per  owt. 21s.to228. 

Cabbawat       „       new 80s.    81s. 

0]:K>TXB8BBn,red61e.to61i white    688.    76s. 

Hbmfsbbd,  small  44s.  to  46s.  per  qr....Dutoh    46s.    468. 
TsBvon „.., , .„„ aig     2|g 


HOP  MARKET. 


Wealds,  1870  £4  0 

Mid  and  East  Kents   6  0 

Sussex 4  0 

Farnham  and  Country    ...  5  6 

Yearlings 1  5 


.  £4  15  £5   3 

5  12 
4  15 

6  0 
1  15  3 


6   6 

6  5 

7  0 


POTATO  MARKETS. 
BOROUGH  AND  SPITALFIBLDS. 

iX)NDON,  Monday,  Aug.  29.— The«e  nmrkete  huTcbeen 
moderately  supplied  with  potatoes.  The  trade  has  been  nUier 
firmer  at  full  prices. 

English  Shaws SOs.  to  90s.  per  ton. 

„      Regents    ...   OOs.tollOs.     „ 

COUNTRY  POTATO  MARKET'S,  (Satnday  k8t.)-Do5. 
CA.STER :  The  market  was  well  supplied  with  potatoes,  and 
they  were  to  be  bonsrht  a  trifle  cheaper.  Kidney  potatoes  is. 
to  4e.  6d.,  and  round  ditto  Ss.  6d.  to  4s.  per  hamper  of  fire 
pecks. — Malton  :  Potatoes  were  stationary,  dealers  offering 
to  buy  wholesale  at  128.  per  tub,  or  Ss.  per  boshel— Ma^- 
ciiESTEA:  New  potatoes,  Ormskirk  5s.  to  lOs.,  Cheshire  5i. 
to  lOe.  per  load ;  old  potatoes,  Yorkshire  10s.  to  lis.,  Scotch 
9a.  to  lOs.  per  252  lbs. — York  :  As  yet  the  supply  of  potatoes 
is  not  large,  no  more  being  taken  np  than  are  considered  sd£- 
cient  for  present  wants.  They  are  of  excellent  quality,  and  if 
they  keep  free  from  disease,  of  which  there  is  no  appetraooe, 
the  prices  will  rule  low.  They  were  quoted  at  lOs.  per  tab  of 
280  lbs.  wholesale,  and  8d.  per  stone  of  14  lbs.  retail. 


PRICES  of  BUTTER, 

BUTTER,  per  owt. :  s.  s. 

Dorset 148  to  160 

Friesland  134  186 

Jersey 120  126 

Fbbsh,  per  dos.  ...  18  00 

BACON,  per  cwt : 

Wiltshire,  green...  74  00 

Irish,  f.o.b 82  86 


CHEESE,  HAMS,  Ac. 

0HEE8B,  per  cwt. :   s.  s. 

Cheshire,  new 56  to  64 

Dble.  Glonoester„.  70  74 

Cheddar,  old 88  90 

American 80  70 

HAMS:  York 96  » 

Cumberland 96  99 

Irish 112  W 


POULTRY,  «M5.,  MARKETS.— Geese,  4fl.  toTs.;  Docks, 
Is.  Gd.  to  38. ;  Surrey  Fowls,  Ss.  to  4fl.  6d. ;  Sussex  ditto,  2s. 
to  38. ;  Boston  and  Essex,  28.  to  3s. ;  Irish,  Is.  to  2«. ;  Bab- 
bits, tame  Is.  to  Is.  6d.,  ditto  wild  6d.  to  Is. ;  Pigeons,  Cd.  to 
9d. ;  Grouse,  Is.  Sd.  to  38. ;  Quails,  2s.  to  3s.  6d.  Eggs,  be^ 
10s.,  seconds  7s.  per  120. 

ENGLISH  WOOL  MARKETS. 
CITY,  Monday,  Aug.  20.— In  the  English  wool  mM 
next  to  nothing  has  been  doing.    The  tone,  however,  bu 
been  rather  firmer,  and  the  downward  movement  in  prices  ha 
been  checked. 

CUBSBKC  PSXCSS  OV  EVOLISH  WoOL.  8.  d.       8.  d. 

Fluoxb— Southdown  hogs  per  lb.  1   0  to  1  0^ 

Half-bred  ditto ....T   „  12  18 

Kent  fleeces „  1   2  1  2i 

Southdownewesandwsthon...    ,,  Oil  10 

Leicester              ditto                  „  1    1  1  U 

SoBTS*<?lothing,  picklock „  14  1^ 

Prime "  1   »»  1  « 

Choice  „  111*. 

Super  „  10  1  04 

Combing,  wether  mat. ,  12  13 

Picklock..... „  1   Oi  1  1 

Common „  Oil  0  lU 

Hog  matching „  1   4  1  |f 

Picklock  matching „  1   0|  1  }, 

Super          ditto     „  Oil  Olli 


PRICE  CT7RRBNT  OF  GUANO,  Ac. 

Peruvian  Guano  •'--'•-  <--  un  iIlw  impurttrs' stores,  £14  per  ton. 
Bonea,   £7  Os.  U-  ,     . 

Animal Charcoiii  i.»  ^-^i  .^i^i.c.  iixu^yhni^,  jt,j  vtttUm, 
OoproUte,  Cambridge,  whole  £3,  ground  £'i  10B.p«rtOIl. 

Suffolk,  whole  £2  IOh.,  ground  £3, 
Nitrate  of  Soda,  £15  15s.  to  £16  58.  per  ton. 

Oypsum.£l  los.    SupcrpbosphateH  of  T,'  ,    . '•|iB.to£ti».P«J'ton. 
Sulphurio  Acid,  concentrated  r84Sl a  arawQlTUOfld. 

Snlphiiteor  Ammonia  £16  Os.  to  £17    1  (In  LoOllOB)  ■■.  PW **• 

Bloort  Munure,  £6  6h.  to  £7  10a.   Difwulv-  1  i:     Mk£7  0«.  per  ton. 
LliiH«ed  Cakee,  lH>»t  American  brl.  £12  Dfi.  tx)  413  ISt,  baff  £U  ^  '^^ 

15s.    En^rlLsh  £u.    Marsallle^.  £0  per  ton. 
Cotton  deed  Cake,  £0  Os.  to  £0  Os.  per  ton. 

£.  FuBSBs,  London  Manure  Company, 

116,  Fenohnrdi  Stgegt.S.C^ 


a«rtealtiixalGh«mioal  Wocfes,8towinArk«k.  SoftU^  . 
Pmttoa'aOsrMlSuxurs for OomOropa .»..«...»..-...>. P«r ten  £8  o  « 

Iboffold  lUnuv -~ ..       *•  ?  ? 

Frentta«'a  Tomip  XMiars.. 


»  Sttp«iplipsp^iat( 


teoTLtrae.*..^.. 


cia  0 

«  0  « 
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NEW  SERIES. 


VOL.  LIX. 


1870. 


NO.  CZXZVII. 


PLATE  I. 
LADY   ANNB;   a   Prize    Shobthork   Oow. 

THR     PROPBRTT    OT     XR.     JAXtS     ROW,     OV     BROUORTOV,     HUNTINODON. 


Udy  Anne,  a  red-and-white  cow^  bred  by  Mr.  Logan 
It  Miindee,  near  Newport,  in  Monmoathflhire,  and 
olved  Angutt  14th,  1866,*  is  by  Prince  of  the  Empire 
(20378).  out  of  Lady  Elinor  by*  Sir  Roger  (16991),  her 
^  Udy  Sarah,  by  Baron  Warjaby  (7813)— Lady  Mary 
IjjUontrdo  (7187)— Lady  Anne  by  Bmperor  (lOU)— 
Stadley  by  Stndley  (628)— by  StirMng  (2705). 

Prioee  of  the  Empire  (20578),  a  red-and.white  bull, 
^  by  Mr.  Carr,  of  Staekhouie,'  and  calred  September 
12tti,  1861.  IB  by  Elfin  King  (17796),  ont  of  Wide 
Awike  by  Boyal  Bnek  (10750),  her  dam,  Bonmet,  b> 
fiaddiighui  (8239)— Blitt  by  Leonard  (4210)— Young 
BrooghtoD  by  Young  Matehem  (2282)— by  Jerry  (4097) 
7by  Yoang  Pilot  (4702)— by  JPUot  (496)— by  Son  of 
^poUo  (36).  Prince  of  the  Empire  waa  sold  to  Mr. 
l^B,  It  three  montha  old,  for  300  gs. 

lady  Binor,  a  red-and- white  row,  bred  by  Lady 
^^  lod  calved  January  17th.  1861,  ia  ako  the  dun, 
^'^  others,  of  La  Belle  Hddne,  another  weU-known 
ftwer  ia  the  show-ring*  ' 

At  Mr.  Logan's  sale,  in  the  spring  of  1867,  Mr.  How 
boQght  Lady  Anne,  then  seven  months  old,  for  80  gs. ; 
bat  be  did  not  exhibit  her  nntil  the  following  year,  since 
vbea  the  has  been  very  busy,  as  the  subjoined  list  of 
pnm  the  has  taken  will  teU: 

lS68.^1it  priie,  Norfolk  Society,  at  Downham,  on  Jane  18. 
l«t  prixe,  Bedfordshire,  at  Loton,  June  26 ;  and  the 

tpeeial  for  the  best  animal  in  the  yard, 
lit  price,  Cambridgediire  and  Isle  of  Ely,  at  New- 

iMrket.Jnlyl. 
lit  prise,  NoithamptonahifL  at  Oondle,  Jnly  2  and  8. 
lit  prise,  Lekester,  Boyal   Agriooltoral   Sotiety  of 

Sof^,  Jn^  16  to  21. 
lit  pnw,  South  Lineolnshire,  at  Grantham,  Jnly  24. 
art  prise,  Yorkshire,  at  Wetherby,  Aug.  5, 6,  and  7. 
lit  prise,  Oifordshue,  at  Banbuiy,  Sept.  0  and  10; 

ud  the  ChaanDion  ]^rise  for  the  best  animal  in  the 

Tvd ;  also  a  dianpion  prize  for  the  best  animal  ei- 
.  bibited  br  a  tenant-former. 
lit  price,  Hnatingdonshire,  at  Bamsey,  Sept.  23 ;  and 

^luvv  eup  for  the  best  Shorthorn  in  any  of  the 

^Seo^U  pr^  Bath  and  West  of  Bn|^nd»  at  Southamp. 
um,  May  81, 


Itt  priae,  Norfolk,  at  Attleborongh,  June  24  and  26 ; 

and  eup  for  the  best  oow  (the  was  entered  as  oow 

when  only  a  heifer,  fox  the  cup). 
1st  prize,  O&fordshire,  at  Oxford,  June  30 ;  and  the 

two  champion  prices,  as  at  Banbury,  for  the  best 

animal  in  the  yard. 
1st  prize,  Northamptonshire,  at  Northampton,  July  1 

and  2. 
Srdprize,  Manchester,  Boyal  Agrianltural  Society  of 

England,  July  19  to  24. 
2nd  prize,  Durham,  at  Bishop's  Auckland,  Jnly  29. 
1st  prize,  Lincolnshire,  at  Lincoln,  July  29  to  31. 
2nd  prize,  Yorkshire,  at  Bererl^,  Aug.  4  and  6. 
1st' prize,  Huntin^onshiref  at  Huntingdon,  Sept.  16. 
1st  prize,  Cambndgeshire  and  Isle  ox  Ely,  at  March, 

Sqit.  22  and  28. 
1st  prise,  Bedfordshire,  at  Bedford,  Oct.  1. 

1870.— 2nd  prize.  Norfolk,  at  Harleston,  June  23  and  24. 

3rd  prize,  Oxford,  Boyal  Agricultural  Society  of  Eng- 

Und,  July  18  t^  22. 
1st  prize,  Lincohishire,.at  Sleaford,  July  27  to  29. 
2nd  prize,  Yorkshire,  at  Wakefield,  Aug.  3  to  6. 
Ist  prize,  Northamptonshire,  at  Wellingl)oroagh,  Sept. 

15  and  16;    1st  prize,  Huntingdonshire,  at  St. 

Neot*s,  Sept.  21.' 

LadT  Anne  has  had  three  calves  at  single  births.  Her 
last  calf,  bom  on  her  birthdav.  August  14th,  1870,  is 
Lady  Fragrance,  a  red-and-white  heifer,  by  Lord  Blithe 
(22126),  an  own  brother  to  Mr.  Booth's  famons  sisters 
'Lady  Fragrant  and  Lady  Grateful,  and  a  bull  by  which 
Mr.  How  has  also  calves  this  season  out  of  Bright  Hope, 
British  Boee,  Windsor's  Butterfly,  and  Pauline  6th. 

The  Shorthorns  Judges  of  the  Boyal  Leicester  Meeting 
in  their  roport  speak  of  Lady  Anne  as  "  a  venr  perfect 
animal,"  as  the  should  be,  considering  she  beat  here  Mr. 
Booth's  Patricia,  put  second  to  her  and  Mr.  Booth's 
Lady  (Hiety,  the  roserve  number  of  the  class.  At  Man- 
chester the  Judges  wrote  thus  of  her :  "  Lady  Anne  is  a 
very  good  heifer,  her  fore-flank  particularly  a  good  point ; 
although  very  fot,  she  carried  her  flesh  very  evenly. 

Qnaen  Anne's  winnings  in  the  show-ring  amoont  in 
all  to  about  £280,  indnding  seven  silver  cups ;  and  she 
will  not  be  shown  again,  but  kept  for  brcediuR  purposes. 
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Oftmot,  bred  by  Lord  EUmoath  in  1867,  it  by  Sana- 
terer,  oat  of  Bess  Lyon,  by  Longbow,  ber  dam  Daughter 
of  Toscar,  by  Bay  Middleton — ICaldna,  by  Oscar — 
Spotless,  by  Walton. 

Sannterer,  bred  by  Mr.  Jaqnes,  in  1864,  is  by  Irish  Bird- 
catcher,  oat  of  Ennui,  by  Bay  Middleton.  He  was  sold 
when  a  foal  for  60  guineas  at  one  of  the  Easby  sales, 
being  booked  to  John  Osborne  for  Mr.  Jackson.  Baring 
the  roar  seasons  he-  was  in  training  he  started  fifty-fiYC 
times,  won  twenty-scYen,  and  ran  second  twelve  times. 
He  changed  hands  again  preTions  to  coming  out  as  a  fonr- 
year-old,  when  Mr.  Merry  gave  at  the  hammer  2,100 
guineas  for  the  black,  whose  performances  on  going  to  the 
stud  were  thus  neatly  summed  up :  His  pedigree  shows  a 
combination  of  blood  celebrated  for  speed  and  stoutness, 
both  of  which  qualities  he  possessed  in  a  high  degree — as 
proved  by  his  running  at  two  years  old ;  his  extraordinary 
performance  in  the  Cambridgeshire  ait  three  yeata  old ; 
his  winning  as  a  four-year-old  the  Goodwood  Cup  and 
Emperor's  Cup  at  Chantilly  in  a  canter,  beating  the  best 
English  and  French  horses ;  and  his  running  second  at 
five  years  old  when  half  fit  to  Fisherman  for  the  Ascot 
Cup,  beating  off  North  Lincoln  and  Defender,  lie  re- 
tired in  possession  of  the  Whip  which  he  had  held  for  two 
years.  It  was  thus  that  we  ourselves  wrote  of  him  im- 
mediately on  the  oonolusion  of  his  first  season  at  the  stud, 
when  we  met  with  him  once  again  at  the  Great  Middles- 
borough  Horse  and  Hound  Show :  "  How  nicety  timed  the 
change  does  come  after  so  much  of  the  big,  bee^^  Wind- 
hounds  and  De  Clares,  to  that  neat,  handsome,  sweet  bit 
of  a  racehorse  Saunterer — '  the  black  'un,'  as  they  eall  him 
— ^the  truest-made  horse  of  them  all,  with  his  weU-knit 
back,  his  fine  shoulders,  his  wicked  little  head,  and  thin, 
bloodlike  neck.  And  then  those  Jegs,  not  big  ones,  your 
lordships,  for  he  is  not  a  big  one  anywhere,  bat  as  clean 
as  paint  and  as  hard  at  iron.  Tom  back  to  your 
Ctttendan,  erudite  Mr.  Weatherby,  and  traoe  all  he 
has  done.  GK)  back  to  memory,  Mr.  Dawson,  or  ask 
your  next  door  neighbour  all  he  eould  do;  and  you. 
Squire  Jaques — '  the  melancholy  Jaqnes '  fbr  once,  as 
yon  stand  by  him  in  the  box-Hmd  reflect  how  readily  yon 
'  got  out '  of  him."     SAunterer  stood  at  Croft  in  1860 


shire  was  sold  to  go  to  HanoTer,  whenoe  he  was  ndumel 

by  Mr.  Blenkiron  for  the  Middle  Park  EstabliahmeDt, 
where  he  has  continued  since  the  spring  of  1866.  Hii 
stock  came  out  in  1888,  and  he  is  the  sire  amongit  otiur 
winners  in  this  country  of  the  following:  Coutgmri, 
Crisis,  Dandle,  Olmar,  Sir  Roger,  Zambea,  Attadi^, 
Gertrude,  Master  Walter,  Perambulator,  Westler.  lui 
Games;  the  winner  of  the  Oaks  being  amongst' tAe i-^ 
lot  of  three-year-olds  out  by  Saunterer  siooe  1^  letotiU 
En^^and. 

^  Bess  Lyon,  bred  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Shepherd  in  185S,  m 
in  a  few  races  as  a  two-year-old,  but  without  any  sneeca. 
In  1869,  she  threw  her  first  foal,  Bkcklock  (cot),  to 
Ellington,  and  then  passed  into  Lord  Esknoatii's  stod, 
where  her  account  stood  thus :  In  1860,  Edgworth  Bes, 
by  YandermeuUn;  1861,  Goldylocks,  by  Teddiogtos; 
1862,  Brown  WiUy,  by  WUd  Dayiell;  1863,  Eillyirood, 
by  Wild  Dayrell;.  1864,  Sunnylocks,  by  NeinniMter; 
1866,  Pearlfeather,  hj  Newminster;  1866,  misBed  is 
King  Tom;  and  in  1867,  Gamos,  by  Sannterer.  Bess 
Lyon  was  sold  with  the  Oaks  filly  at  her  foot  to  Mr. 
Blenkiron  for  £600,  and  her  produce  at  Middk  Pirlr  niu 
on  thus:  In  1868,  Loadstar,  by  Saunterer;  in  1869,  a 
colt  by  Manyas,  that  was  sold  the  other  dsjr  for  570 
guineas;  and  1870,  a  cdt by  Sawilerer, to whi^ bone 
the  mare  had  been  put  again. 

Gamos  is  a  Ught  chesnut  filly,  standing  a  M  oitan 
hands^  although  die  looks  higher.  She  hss  a  pbis  ia^^ 
not  particularly  well  set  on  to  a  lean,nngaiiily  neck.  Her 
fbrehand,  howerer,  is  otherwise  set  off  by  the  moita^ 
oifioent  shouMera,  long  and  beantifidfy  laid.  She  bi  aln 
good  depth  of  ribs»  but  is  otherwise  a  tall,  stsiiag^. 
standing  yery  straight  on  her  l^gs,  with  onrby  b«^^ 
altogether  middling  and  infirm*looking  joints.  loM 
she  was  in  her  appearance  as  Uttle  Hke  ranniog  orer 
Epsom  and  winning  the  Oaks  as  anything  in  thepiddfici; 
and  we  certainly  fancied  the  filly  far  moie  than  t  two- 
year^>ld.  It  ia  almost  neediees  to  uy  tbat  diedoeiiat 
bear  the  least  resembhince  to  her  dre^  At  Kr.  Blw- 
iron's  sale  in  1868  Gamos  was  knocked  down  foe  2») 
guineas  to  Mr.  Graham.  . 

It  will  be  notioed  that  the  winners  of  the  Deil^  uii 


and  1861,  and  at  the  end  of  his  second  season  in  York-  ■  Oaks  this  year  were  both  bred  by  Lord  lUaouUu 


THE     GLAYS     OF    OOBUWAlil*. 

BT    CUTBBEST    W.    JOHKSOK,    F.B.S. 


The  china-clays  of  Cornwall  are  of  world-wide  reputa- 
tion. In  trayelling  through  that  fine  county  the  agricul- 
turist will  notice  in  rarious  districts  the  very  white 
character  of  some  of  the  streams.  This  turbidness  is 
owing  to  the  preparation  of  the  china-clays,  which  are 
washed  out  of  the  granitic  soils,  and  also  firom  certain 
mining  operations.  It  will  be  useful  to  many  a  reader  of 
this  magazine  if  we  examine  the  composition  of  these  and 
other  clays ;  and  this  will  be  the  more  interesting,  since 
much  greater  attention  is  now  profitably  bestowed  on  our 
heayy  soils  than  was  a  few  years  since  deemed  nsefol, 
better  modes  of  cultivation  are  adopted,  and  their 
phemical  composition  maoh  better  understood. 


This  muddiness  of  some  of  the  Oonish  tiiesmi.  eioiej 
by  the  preparers  of  the  china-day  and  the  miner^  ^J^ 
injurious  to  some  of  the  beantifW  Cornish  sad  Dw» 
salmon  rivers,  and  is  the  more  to  be  regretted  nnce  it » 
capable  of  being  prevented  without  injurr  to  t^c  rilnaw* 
cky  and  mining  operations.  How  these  "fl"^^ 
fisheries,  and  the  easy  means  of  prevention,  wu  n^fjs 
since  deseribed  by  Mr.  Frank  Baddand,  when  f^»^ 
at  Exeter,  the  members  of  the  BritidiaisodiliQO.  ^iw 
wdl  remarked,  , .     ..^ 

<"nwqnestionof  pottntioiis  «n  t^^I^"**^^ 
is  a  very  serions  one,  and  here  we  at  once  «#»»**. 
face  by  the  danger  of  interfering  with  the  ownBewe « 
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tilt  eoontrf  .  Aoeording  to  miiM-owiian,  riven  an  the 
natonl  tewen  to  take  away  the  waahlnga  of  the  mine : 
ihej  therefore  pat  all  thetr  pollntioiu  into  the  river,  and 
these  act  injorioaaly — 1st,  inaamnch  aa  they  prevent  the 
fish  ascending  the  rivers.  Snd,  they  kill  tiiem  hy  aome 
sdable  or  insolnhle  compound  from  the  relttse  of  the 
mine :  thoa  latdy,  on  the  Tavy,  a  mine  waa  pnmped  ont, 
and  no  less  than  seven  or  eight  hnndredweight  of  salmon 
and  front,  small  and  great,  were  aU  deetroyed.  8rd,  the 
debris  fttnn  the  minea  covera  over  the  gravel,  ao  that  the 
iiih  cannot  find  spawning-plaeea,  or,  hiring  made  their 
nests  and  laid  their  eggs,  the  ^ga  or  yonng  flsh  become 
snflbcated  by  the  mnd.  4th,  the  poUotiona  fh>m  the 
mines  destroy  vegetation :  the  inaeeta,  therefore,  are  not 
batched  ont,  and  the  yonng  flah  eonaeqnently  suffer  ftrom 
want  of  food.  The  5th  dause  of  the  Yiahery  Act  of  1861 
gives  a  penalty  for  polluting  water  in  which  salmon  are 
found;  but  practically  this  ia  found  inoperative.  There 
can,  bowever,  be  no  doubt  that  a  aystem  of  catch-pita 
may  very  much  leaaen  the  injury.  Aa  an  instance  of 
tbis,  I  may  mention  that  there  were  copper-minea  near 
Snowdon  which  drained  into  the  Olaalyn,  paaaing  first 
tbrongh  three  small  lakea  or  tarns.  The  one  nearest  the 
mine  afforded  the  necessary  opportunity  for  the  poisonous 
refnae  to  subside ;  and  the  fish  in  it  have  been  oompletdy 
destroyed,  while  in  the  second  or  third  they  were  not  in- 
jored  in  the  least.  The  value  of  land  in  the  neighbour- 
bood  of  minea  ia  generally  veiv  small,  and  catch-pita  can 
be  made  at  a  slight  eipense  by  merely  digging  trenches 
in  tbe  ground.  It  very  often  happens  that  the  waahinga 
from  polltttiona  may  be  conducted  along  the  brow  of  a 
bOl :  small  ehanneu  should  be  put  into  the  main  channel, 
so  as  to  allow  the  poDution  to  spread  itself  out  gradually 
orer  land  which  ia  really  of  no  practical  value." 

The  Comiah  china-ckya  (to  which  I  have  allnded)  are 
prepared  from  the  aoila  restine  upon  the  granite  forma- 
tion, by  a  proceaa  which  b  wdl  described  in  Murray'a 
"  Comwill  and  Devon,"  to  which  I  am  indebted  for  tiie 
following  abridged  account  of  the  worka  in  the  neigh- 
bonrboodofSt.  Anatd: 

In  some  placea  the  granite  ia  known  u  "  soft  growan," 
and  is  cbanicteriaed  by  the  partial  deooraposition  of  its 
fdsinr.  In  some  lociditiea  the  growan  ia  tolerably  firm, 
and  is  qoarried  under  the  name  of  "  china-atone,"  which 
is  extensirdy  empl<^ed  in  the  potteriea.  Thia  china' 
stone  is  ready  for  nue  when  cut  into  conveniently-used 
blocks.  The  aofter  china-clay,  which  ia  dug  out  of  pita, 
and  is  known  aa  "  china*elay  "  or  "  kaolin,"  requires  a 
much  greater  preparation  for  the  purpose  of  separating  the 
qnartz  and  mica  firom  the  deeompoaed  felspar.  This  elay 
is  dug  up,  and  placed  upon  an  inclined  pUtfbrm  under  a 
smdl  fall  of  water,  and  here  it  ia  repeatedly  stirred  with  a 
"piggle"  and  spade;  by  which  meana  the  whole  ia 
gndoally  carried  down  by  the  water  in  a  atate  of  me- 
chanical suspension.  The  heavy  and  uselesB  portion  of 
the  cbys  collect  in  a  trench  below  the  platform,  while  the 
china-elay  ia  carried  on  through  a  aeriea  of  tanks,  in  which 
the  hearier  particlea  are  deposited,  until  it  arrivea  at 
larger  tanks  or  ponds,  firom  which,  after  retting  for  a  time 
and  depoaiting  ita  etey,  the  dear  water  ia  from  time  to 
time  withdiuwn.  When  theae  ponda  are  filled  with  olay, 
they  are  drained,  and  tiie  porcelain  earth  ia  removed  to 
'*  pans,"  in  which  it  remains  until  anffidently  conaolidated 
to  be  cut  into  oblong  pieoea.  It  ia  then  dried,  and  ready 
for  being  shipped.  'Hiis  day  waa  about  a  century  since  firat 
noticed,  and  I  bdieve  prepared,  by  W.  Cookworthy,  a 
Plymouth  Quaker. 

From  small  beginnings,  the  amount  of  china-clay  an- 
nnaOy  sent  firom  Gomwall  is  at  least  100,000  tons.  It 
u  shipped  not  only  for  the  nse  of  our  Staflbrdshire  and 
other  potteriea,  bat  to  Ywm,  Bdgium,  and  other  fordgn 


atitea.    Ita  usa  ia  not  confined  to  porodain ;  it  is  also 
employed  by  the  calico,  linen,  and  paper  makers. 

Gomwall  ia  not  the  only  district  from  whence  our 
mannfocturers  obtain  their  elay ;  there  is  a  large  quantity 
prepared  in  Dorsetdiire,  and  other  placea,  of  varying 
qualitiea.  That  which  ia  shipped  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  St.  Austd  is  sold,  according  to  its  quality,  at  from 
about  16s.  to  858.  a  ton.  I  have  no  Imowledge  of  the 
extent  of  the  earthenware  and  porcelain  annually  required 
by  our  own  oonntr)r,  but  the  exportation  to  foreign  lands 
is  enormous,  and  is  annually  increaaing.  The  declared 
value  of  the  earthenware  and  porodain  exported  in  the 
year  1866  waa  £1,000,788;  this  had  increased  to 
£1,642,650  in  1869,  and  in  1870  to  £1,778,630. 

The  origin  of  thia  fine  day  is  intereating.  To  begin 
with  the  granite,  by  the  decompoaition  of  which  by  the 
action  of  the  atmoaphere  ita  aoila  are  produced ;  let  ua 
firat  remember  ita  chemicd  composition.  It  is  chiefiy 
formed  in  varying  proportions  of  felspar,  mica,  and  qnartz. 
These  are  oompoMu  in  100  parts  of  the  following  sub- 
stanoea: 

Fdspar.  Mica* 

SiUoa 62-88    48-66 

Alumina  (day) 17-17    29-26 

lime 300    — 

Oxide  of  iron 100    5*06 

Potash  1800    14-05 

Oxide  of  man^eae     •—      ......      1-76 

Loss  in  analysis 8-00    .. 


100-00 


1-25 
10000 


Quartz. 

97-05 
0-60 

1-00 

075 
0-70 


10000 


The  granite,  notwithstanding  its  hard,  tenacious  nature, 
ia  dowly  decomposed  by  the  action  of  the  atmosphere, 
and,  when  reduced  to  powder,  its  constituents  are  sepa- 
rated with  considerable  facility ;  thus  the  granite  pave- 
ment of  the  London  streets,  which  is  gradually  worn  to 
powder,  in  that  state  readily  part  with  ita  potash,  and  to 
such  an  extent  that  after  rain  the  street  water  contains  a 
considerable  amount  of  potash.  The  formation  of  the 
soils  of  the  granite  formation  was  some  time  since  thus 
traced  bv  Mr.  T.  F.  Jamieson,  of  EUon  (Jour.  Soy,  Jg, 
Soc,  vol.  xvii.,  p.  461) ; 

The  felspar  of  the  granite  in  the  course  of  the  changes 
brought  about  gradually  loses  its  transparency  and  lustre, 
the  surface  becomea  dull  and  earthy,  and  at  length  it 
falla  down  into  a  powder.  This  powder  forms  the  kaolin 
or  porcelain  day ;  ita  composition  is  somewhat  variable, 
but  approximatea  to — 

Silica       47*2 

^Inmina ...      89*1 

Water     13*7 


100-0 
A  little  iron  and  lime  generally  remaina,  and  frequently 
some  potash  or  soda,  according  to  what  was  the  original 
conatitntion  of  the  minerd,  and  the  degree  of  complete- 
neaa  with  which  the  alkalies  have  been  waahed  out.  The 
following  table  contains  analyses  of  some  varieties  of 


Cornwall. 

Devon. 

[     Miessen. 

Boase. 

Fownes. 

Forchammer. 

Silica 

89-65 

47-20 

46-46 

Alumina 

88*05 

88-80 

86*37 

Peroxide  of  iron     •••     ... 

..* 

... 

... 

lime       

•«• 

0-24 

1*47 

Potash    

... 

1*76 

... 

Magnesia 

.1*45 

... 

Water     

12-60 

12-00 

18-'61 

InsohiUe  matter  and  talc 

8-70 

... 

... 

A  eomparison  of  these  with  the  andyaea  given  of  fdspar 
will  at  onee  show  what  haatoken  pkce.  When  the  removd 
of  the  dkallet  hat  been  ctwplete,  ornearly  ao,apoor  ate- 
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rile  clay  will  be  the  conaeqnence,  bnt  it  is  nunly  that  the 
alkaline  sifieate  is  altogether  disaoWed  out.  Forehammer 
considers  that  the  ydlow  clay  of  Denmark  consists  of 
granite,  the  felspar  of  which  has  been  altered^  whilst  its 
mica  remains  nnchanged,  its  qnartz  forming  the  sand  of 
the  clay;  while  the  blue  clay  results  from  syenite  and 
greenstone,  which  hare  no  mica.  The  elay  derived  from 
the  potash  fels^par  is  wanting  in  lime,  and  not  so  fayonr- 
able  to  vegetation  as  that  from  minerals  which  contain 
both  lime  and  potash  or  soda.  The  red  colour  of  the  day 
is  owing  to  the  presence  of  peroxide  of  iron.  In  the  blue 
clays  the  colour  would  appear  to  be  occasionally  owing  to 
carbonaceous  matter  acting  on  this  peroxide  and  convert- 
ing it  back  into  the  dark  protoxide.  Thus,  below  beds 
of  peat,  even  in  districts  where  the  clay  is  otherwise  red, 
a  blue-colonred  day  is  usually  found ;  and  beneath  vege- 
tation red  marls  and  sandstones  are  sometimes  seen  con- 
verted into  a  green  or  bluish-green  colour,  the  carbona- 
ceous matter  abstracting  part  of  the  oxygen. 

Sir  Henry  de  la  Beche  some  time  since  remarked  the 
vailing  quality  of  the  Cornish  granite,  and  of  the  soils 
which  rest  upon  them.  He  observed  how  much  the 
fertility  of  these  soils  depend  upon  their  devation  above 
the  sea  and  the  amount  of  rain  thev  received  {Jour, 
Bay,  Ag,  Soc^  vol.  iii.  p.  31).  As  he  remarked,  the 
rdative  fertility  of  the  granite  soil  of  Cornwall  would 
appear  greatly  to  depend  upon  the  abundance  and  easOy- 
decomposable  character  of  the  felipar  in  the  subjacent 
rock ;  he  dso  remarked  that  the  relative  proportion  of 
mica  would  appear  to  have  an  appreciable  efliset  npon 
such  soils,  tending  to  render  them  poor,  due  allowance 
being  made  for  atmospherical  influences.  These,  however, 
seem  to  influence  very  considerably  the  agricultural  valne 
of  the  granitic  or  growan  soils  (Cornish  name  for  gravelly 
soils).  Thus  we  have  been  unable  to  detect  any  appre- 
ciable difference  between  much  of  the  granite  on  the  high 
land  of  Dartmoor  and  that  in  the  Scilly  Islands,  in  places 
were  both  were  well  decomposed..  In  the  Scilly  Islands 
there  is  much  growan  land  which  is  fairly  fertile,  pro- 
ducing good  cropsof  potatoes,  wheat,  bsrlev,  and  grass ; 
whOe  Dartmoor  is'  merely  covered  by  heath  and  coarse 
grass,  and  peat  is  abundant.  In  the  one  ease  we  have 
islands  in  the  AtUntic  of  small  relative  height,  upon 
which  snow  is  rarely  seen ;  while  in  the  other  there  is  an 
extensive  area  in  the  interior  of  Devon  varying  from 
1,400  to  2,000  feet  above  the  sea,  on  which  fogs  are 
frequent,  and  suow  often  lalls  and  rests  before  it  is  even 
seen  on  the  lower  grounds.  The  country  around  More- 
ton  Hempstead,  several  hundred  feet  lower  than  the 
mass  of  Dartmoor,  of  which  it  is  the  geological  continua- 
tion, forms  a  striking  contrast  as  to  fertility  with  the 
high  granitic  soils  on  the  west  of  that  town.  The  grass 
land  is  generally  good,  tolerable  crops  of  barley  are  ob- 
tained, the  potatoes  grown  are  highly-esteemed  in  the 
Exeter  market ;  yet  the  general  chanter  of  the  granite 
around  Moreton  Hampst^,  and  of  that  upon  much  of 
the  acyoining  high  Und  of  Dartmoor,  are  mineralogically 
the  same. 

Judging  from  Cornwall  and  Devon,  there  are  few  soils 
which  are  more  influenced  by  relative  elevation  above  the 
sea  than  the  "  growan"  or  granitic  soils.  No  doubt  there 
may  be  some  variation  in  the  mineralogical  character  of 
the  subjacent  granites,  and  oonsequently  in  their  rdative 
productiveness ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  Uie  fer- 
tility of  the  granitic  groups  of  Cornwall  gradually  in- 
creases as  they  diminish  in  elevation.  The  growan  soil 
frequently  requires  rain,  of  which,  however,  there  is 
generally  no  want  in  the  district.  This  season  (1870)  has 
been  in  Cornwall  the  driest  ever  remembered,  Uttle  or  no 
rain  having  fiidlen  from  February  to  September,  yet  the 
harvest  has  been  excellent.  On  these  soils  potatoes  are 
nccessfully  cultivated.    Of  the  cereals,  barley  and  oats 


are  the  most  generaDy  grown :  wheat  is  more  so  tlun 
formeriy.  Tr^,  from  the  abundance  of  the  lea  breeug 
in  Cornwall,  require  shdter.  The  oak,  the  sycsmore,  ind 
the  ash  then  grow  wdl  on  the  growan  soils. 

The  amonnt  of  dumina  in  the  day  soils  of  Corawtll  is 
as  various  as  in  other  places.  In  some  districts  thej 
very  beneficislly  practise  the  burning  of  the  day  obtsined 
from  the  substratum.  The  success  of  this  operatios  of 
oonrse  depends  upon  the  chemicd  compositioa  of  the 
clays  thus  treated,  since,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  day • 
ashes  differ  as  widdy  in  eompoution  as  the  days  from 
which  they  are  produoed.  We  may  stiU,  however,  finm 
a  pretty  accurate  estimate  of  the  natun  of  the  snbitsntti 
usually  contained  in  eUy-ashes  from  the  chemicd  exsoii* 
nations  which  have  been  made.  These  ashes,  the  young 
fiurmer  must  remember,  not  only  contain  the  earthy  sod 
saUne  matten  of  the  day  and  of  its  organic  mstten,  bat 
of  the  similar  substances  contained  in  the  wood  or  other 
ftid  employed  in  their  preparation,  with  a  considaihle 
portion  also  of  thdr  carbon  or  charood ;  and  this  list 
substance,  when  the  amount  of  ashes  employed  upon  the 
land  is  verv  considerable,  is  much  greater  as  regsrdi  the 
exUfU  of  the  application  of  the  charcoal  tluui  msoy 
farmen  are  willing  to  believe ;  and  this  evidently  leads  to 
another  condudon — ^that  these  ashes,  from  the  absorbent 
powen  which  they  hence  possess,  are  wdl  sdapted  to 
have  liquid  manures  or  other  too-npidly-deeompoiuig 
matten  mixed  witi^  them,  either  when  they  are  used  ss  t 
covering  to  fiurm^rds  or  compost  heaps,  for  the  floors  of 
buildings  in  wmch  stock  are  \ept,  or  in  the  prepsiatioB 
of  drill  manures.  Davy  examined  the  ashei  obttind 
from  a  variety  of  soils,  principally  those  by  the  now* 
neariy-exploded  paring  end  burning  system.  He  obtaiad 
from  100  ijarts  of  the  ashes  produced  by  paring  ud 
burning  a  stiff  day  soil,  at  Mount's  Bay,  in  Corawall : 

Psrts. 

Charood  8 

Common  and  other  sorts 2 

Oxide  of  iron  7 

Chdk    2 

Clay  and  sand 81 

Supposing,  therefore,  that  60  tons  per  acre  of  theie  ashes 
are  applied  (a  quantity  often  much  exceeded),  we  firoBi 
this  analyus  percdve  that  the  fisrmer  must  often  dress  his 
land  (in  the  ashes)  with  about  four  tons  of  ^'^'^  P^ 
acre.  And  hence  we  may  safdy  conclude  that  the  good 
effoets  of  snch  a  dressing  must  be  evident  for  letenl 
years,  even  if  we  allow  bnt  little  benefit  to  be  deiiTd 
from  the  meehanicd  effects  thus  produoed  on  the  sdheuTe 
soils  to  which  it  is  applied. 

The  cultivaton  of  day  soUs  may  indeed  derive  eon- 
nderable  benefit,  in  moat  instancea,  from  a  csrefd  ex- 
amination of  the  result  of  the  laboun  of  the  chemiit. 
It  should  for  instance,  be  more  generally  known  that  the 
eompoution  of  a  clay  s(n1  often  varies  materisUy  st  dif- 
ferent depths,  a  hct  of  very  condderable  importance  not 
only  to  the  dndner,  but  to  those  who  are  endeavooiiog 
to  permanently  increase  the  fertility  of  their  soQs  bf 
deeper  ploughings  or  by  the  mixtnn  of  different  strsta. 
To  give  only  one  example,  an  apparently  unifonn  clay 
being  andyzed  by  Professor  Phillips  (Jour,  Sojf.  As- 
Soc,^  vol.  viL,  p.  258)  was  found  to  contain : 

At22in.       At64iB. 

Siliea   69.0  W 

Alumina 2SJS  15.* 

Per  oxide  of  iron 8.1  6.6 

Carbonate  of  lime  1.0  0.8 

Water,  sdphate  of  line,  &e.  ...      4.8  6.^ 

Gurboaate  of  magnesia  0.0  9.8 


And  again,  some  vduable  experimentd  reseszdies  vm 
the  days  adapted  for  tUea  were  made  by  Profeaior  John- 
ston.   He  fonnd  various  inftisible  or  fire  dsys  to  be  coin- 
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posed— 1,  firom  Cool  laland;   2,  from  Stourbridge;  8, 
from  SUnniogton ;  4,  from  HowtJb,  «i  foUowi 


1. 

Alomina 30.8 

Silica 46.e 

Peronde  of  iroa  lad 

2. 

88.8 

46.1 

IM 

8. 

40.0 

48.0 

ir? 

4. 

23.2 
67.06 

1.10 

Lima  Z, 1 

Magii«i«   - 

Potaah    0.4 

Water 14.2 

1.8 
0.68 

8"70 

Our  Uks  and  bricks  days,  sajs  Professor  Johnston,  are 
Qsoally  red  natnnlly,  or  become  so  when  homed.  This 
shows  the  presence  of  oxide  of  iron,  one  of  the  ingredi- 
ents  which  tend  to  make  them  fusible.  Manv  also  con- 
tain lime,  some  in  yery  considerable  proportion.  Mag- 
nesia is  by  no  means  nneommon,  while  notash  and  soda 
are  alwaya  present  in  quantities  more  or  tsss  appreciable. 
It  is  the  presence  of  these  ingredients  which  gives  to  onr 
bricka  and  tiles  the  homed,  ghusy,  swollen,  and  poroos 
appearance  th^  occasionally  present,  and  which  at  times, 
in  the  hands  of  a  careless  or  ooakilful  fireman,  eaoses 
them  to  mn  together  into  one  melted  mass.  The  follow- 
ing  is  the  analysis  of  four  Taricties  of  good  clay :  1, 
being  from  Cattle  Hill,  near  Domferline ;  2,  from  Sher- 
bom  Hill,  near  Dnrham ;  8,  from  Tollaione,  county  of 
Sligo  ;  4,  from  PortobeUo,  near  Edinbofgh : 


Silica  and  sand., 

Alomina  

Oxide  of  iron  .. 

lime 

Magnesia 

Potash 

Soda. 


Snlphorie  add... 

Canxmic  add  ... 

Organic    matter 

and  water 


1. 
64.14 
13.64 
7.67 
l.OO 
1.21 
1.86 
0.68 
1.37 


7.82 


2. 

61.00 

10.01 

6.76 

3.36 

2.38 

]  2.83 
8!68 


3. 

66.16 

16.08 

8.38 

1.83 


4.80 


4. 

53.06 

26.66 

8.06 

0.68 

1.61 

1.54 


8.60 


The  rerj  important  nraetical  eonclosion  to  which  the 
Pi  ofeasor  arrim  will  be  readily  responded  to  by  every 
sgrienltnrist :  **  The  cheapening  of  tiles  is  at  present  an 
an  object  of  the  highest  national  importance.  Onr  ma- 
chinea  for  making  tiles,  and  for  sereenins  or  washing 
days,  will  not  come  into  general  ose  till  the  persnuion 
is  erery  where  spread  that  there  is  no  day  so  apparently 
bad,  which,  by  a  skilful  preparation,  may  not  be  made  fit 
for  the  mannftctnre  of  tiles."  The  absoration  of  water 
by  ▼arions  specimens  of  tiles  and  other  bufdiag  materials 
is  often  a  question  little  regarded,  espeeially  in  those 
cases  where  it  is  important  for  the  sake  of  ooUeeting  rain- 
water for  cattle,  to  employ  for  roofing  a  material  which 
win  not  absorb  the  rain.  The  following  table  shows  the 
result  of  our  own  trials  to  asoertain  the  amount  of  water 
absorbed  by  1,  a  red  brick ;  2,  ared  pantile ;  8,  a  sqoare 
roof  tile ;  4,  a  skte,  which  the  former  will  note  does  not 
absorb  any  water.     This  table  shows  the  wdght  of  the 


material,  after  being  dried  for  three  hours  in  an  o?en, 
and  then  after  bdng  immersed  in  water  for  a  quarter  of  an 
hour: 

WXIOHT. 

Dried.  Soaked.  Increase. 


Bed  bride  

Bed  pantile  ... 
Square  roof  tile 
AsUte    


Lbs.  Ok. 

6  6 

4  11 

2  14 

6  11 


Lbs.  Oz. 

7  8 

4  18 
3  2 

5  11 


Lbs.  Ok. 
1        2 
0        2 
0        4 
0        0 


It  was  in  the  September  of  this  year,  when  on  a  pil- 
grimage to  the  beautiful  little  Cornish  port  of  Fowey, 
these  hets  engaged  my  attention.  To  this  place,  by 
means  of  the  Lostwithid  railway,  about  100  tons  per 
day  of  the  china-day  are  brought  and  shipped.  I  have  on 
former  occasions  aUaded  to  the  many  other  renr  inter- 
esting objects  which  Cornwall  posseeses ;  the  noble  cliffs 
of  Grauwacke — serpentine  and  granite — ^with  which  it  is 
environed ;  the  bruliantiy  bright  sea  water,  which  rolls 
its  waves  against  them ;  its  minerals ;  its  calcareous  sea- 
shore sands  and  sea  weeds,  so  extensivdy  employed  as 
manures.  Its  fisheries  too  are  of  abounding  interest  to 
the  pilgrim  from  the  more  levd  portions  of  our  island : 
and  such  a  traveUer,  if  an  agrienlturist,  will  not  fail  to 
notice  the  skilful  way  in  which  the  cnltivators  of  this 
noble  county  adapt  thdr  operations  to  the  'mildness  and 
moisture  of' the  dimate  and  the  hilly  nature  in  general  of 
thdr  forms. 

The  live  stock,  cattle,  sheep,  and  pigs  of  Cornwall  will 
especially  attract  the  visitor's  attention,  and  as  he  arrives 
in  the  ndghbourhood  of  Penzance,  the  extensive  districts 
devoted  to  the  g^rowth  of  brocoli  and  early  potatoes  will 
be  examined  with  considerable  interest.  These  occupy 
very  many  acres  around  Mount's  Bay,  and  are  extennvdy 
manured,  bendes  the  ordinary  farm  manures,  with  sea 
weeds.  The  quantity  of  these  vegetables  sent  to  the  me- 
tropolis by  railway  is  very  large.  The  average  annual 
despatch  of  early  potatoes  from  the  Penzance  railway 
station  for  the  past  four  seasons  is  2,387  tons,  and  of 
brocoli  2,627.  The  largest  total  of  potatoes  was  in  1868, 
when  8,146  tons  wero  sent  off,  and  of  brocoli  in  1868, 
when  the  quantity  was  8,571  tons.  This  year  2,691 
tons  of  potatoes  and  2,674  tons  of  brocoli  have  been 
despatched. 

The  wanderer  from  other  lands  will  also  not  fail  to 
note  the  intelligence  and  courtesy  of  the  Cornish  men, 
thdr  air  of  general  comfort,  and  the  absence  there  of 
anything  like  a  beggar.  Such  a  visitor,  to,  will  recall  to 
mind,  when  he  remarks  their  very  numerous  fishermen 
and  tiieir  sailors,  that  these  aro  the  men  from  amongst 
whom  came  many  a  noble  British  admiral  who  have  wdl 
hdped  to  preserve  our  empire  of  the  sea,  fh>m  the  days 
of  the  Crusaders  and  the  Armada,  to  the  time  of  our  own 
glorious  Queen  Yietoria. 


FOBBIDDEN  PRUTT  AT  THE.  AUTUMN  SHOWS. 


During  the  last  fortnight  or  so  the  local  agricultural 
shows  have  been  at  thdr  foil  tide.  Occasionally  thero 
have,  no  doubt,  been  too  many  meetings  of  the  same 
kind  in  the  same  district  to  invest  any  one  of  these  with 
any  particular  importance ;  nor,  moreover,  has  the  actual 
success  of  snch  exhibitions  been  altogether  up  to  an  ave- 
rage. Shortness  of  keep,  the  spread  of  the  Foot-and- 
Honth  disease,  with  some  other  concomitant  causes  have 
thinned  out  the  entries ;  while  it  looked  at  one  time  as  if 
the  consideration  of  any  former's  bnsiness  would  be 
crowded  out  at  the   after-dinner   nttiugs  by  the  one 


absorbing  topic  of  the  day.  In  our  Echoes,  a  very  good 
opening  having  been  made  at  Leamington ;  at  least  as  so 
it  seemed,  by  the  introduction  of  such  matters  as  the  de- 
sirability of  extending  the  Lincolnshire  Tenant-Right,  of 
removing  much  of  the  hedge-row  timber,  and  of  keeping 
down  the  ground  game.  But  all  this,  as  it  turned  out, 
was  all  wrong ;  and,  indeed,  as  the  President  subsequently 
hinted,  if  he  had  done  his  duty  he  should  have  called  any 
speaker  to  order  who  "  wandered  into  points  likely  to 
create  differences  of  opinion  and  discussions  hardly  fitting 
for  a  meeting  like  the  present.   You  must  remember  there 
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is  a  Chamber  of  Agriculture  to  whicli  these  matters  more 
especially  belong."  Very  good ;  or  at  any  rate,  let  ns  say 
ill  passing  that  feurmers  have  no  right  to  talk  abont  agree- 
ments, or  timber,  or  hares  and  rabbits,  aa  members  of  a 
connty  Agricultural  Society,  but  to  refer  all  such  grievunces 
to  their  county  Chamber  of  Agriculture.  Now  it  does  so 
happen  that  one  of  these  Climbers  has  been  started  in 
Warwickshire,  and  that  only  during  last  spring  the  Game 
Laws  were  very  vigorously  handled  by  that  body,  the 
proceedings  terminating  with  the  following  straightfor- 
ward resolution:  "That  rabbits  and  harea  should  be 
the  Bbsolute  property  of  the  occupier  of  the  land, 
and  that  any  agreement  to  the  contrary  between 
landlord  and  tenant  should  be  null  and  void." 
Whereupon  Lord  Aylesford,  in  a  letter  of  three  lines, 
ordered  his  name  to  be  taken  "  from  the  list  of  subscribers 
to  the  Warwickshire  Chamber  of  Agriculture ;"  and  Lord 
Warwick,  in  a  more  lengthy  communication  wrote  to  "  ex- 
plain the  reason  of  my  absence  from  their  later  debates.  I 
do  not  go  so  far  as  to  assert  that  the  working  of  the  Game 
Law  is  not  a  legitimate  subject  for  discussion  bv  a  Cham- 
ber of  Agriculture,  but  I  will  say  that,  considering  how 
liable  it  must  be  to  produce  antagonism  of  classes,  it 
should  only  be  entered  on  in  a  moderate  and  kindly  spirit" 
— and  so  on.  In  fact,  so  far  as  we  can  understand  its 
tone  and  purport.  Lord  Warwick's  letter  reads  vastly  like 
a  censure  on  the  Chamber  for  ever  taking  up  the  game 
evil. 

And  now  what  is  to  be  done  P  At  Leamington  Lord 
Warwick,  as  President  of  the  Agricultural  Society,  says 
the  game  question  is  hardly  a  fitting  point  for  the  meeting 
to  consider,  and  to  this  Lord  Leigh  says  Aear  /  hear! 
Turn  it  the  rather  over  to  the  Chamber  of  Agriculture ; 
and  when  the  Chamber  did  take  up  the  point  Lord  War- 
wick did  not  go  quite  "  so  far  aa  to  assert  it  was  not  a 
legitimate  subject,"  but  he  intimated  pretty  well  as  much, 
and  Lord  Aylesford  slopped  his  subscription.  What  is 
to  be  done  P  we  ask.  No  one,  we  imagine,  will  be  bold 
enough  to  maintain  that  the  over-preservation  of  game 
will  ever  be  corrected  without  protesting  against  the  abuse  1 
But  then  where  are  the  farmers  to  do  as  much  P  Not  at 
the  agricultural  dinners,  or  the  noble  chairmen  will  call 
them  to  order.  Not  at  the  Chambers  of  Agriculture,  or 
the  noble  presidents  and  vice-presidents  will  keep  away 
and  stop  their  subscriptions.  "  I  was  not  aware,"  wrote 
Lord  Warwick  in  his  fiunons  letter,  "that  hares  and 
rabbits  had  gone  so  far  as  to  take  the  streets  of  Birming- 
ham by  storm ;"  but  if  the  farmers  are  denied  their  oppor- 
tunity elsewhere,  the  streets  of  Birmingham  will  take  the 
hares  and  rabbits  by  storm,  as  there  will  be  nothing  else 
left  for  it  but  "  urban  indignation,"  the  Earmers^lubs^ 
and  the  House  of  Commons. 

Lord  Warwick,  as  President  of  the  Warwiokshiie  Agri* 
cultural  Society,  thought  they  had  wandered  too  mneh  on 
to  points  hardly.fitting  for  the  meeting;  such  "points," 
as  we  take  it,  being  farm  agreements  and  heavy  game-pre- 
serving. These  topics  were  here  introduced  by  Mr.  Horley, 
a  tenant-farmer ;  while  at  Walsall,  Lord  Hatherton,  as 
President  of  the  Staffordshire  Agricultural  Society,  dwelt 
on  precisely  the  same  subjects :  "  All  that  was  required 
was  a  simple,  short,  and  fair  agreement  between  landlord 
and  tenant,  with  liberal  covenants,  and  a  covenant  as  to 
nnexhausted  improvements  in  ease  of  outgoing  tenancy. 
There  could  not  be  anv  difficulty  about  unexhausted  im- 
provements, because  be  thought  that  building  and  drain- 
ing were  the  work  of  the  landlord:  and  when  ha  could 
not  do  it  the  tenant  ought  to  be  able  to  go  to  the  land- 
lord or  his  agent,  and  come  to  an  nnderstanding  as  to 
how  he  was  to  recoup  himself  fior  those  improvements  in 
case  he  became  an  outgoing  tenant.  There  shonld  be  a 
liberal  oovenani  with  regud  to  nnexhansted  valne  of 


manure  in  the  soil.  He  held  that  with  regnd  to  tbii  tlifl 
tenant  had  a  Ttenant-Rigfat."  Again,  he  "depreetted 
in  the  strongest  terms  that  modem  svstem  of  erunmiog 
an  estate  with  game  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  Iiad." 
Now  it  is  evident  enough  that  Lord  Warwick  woold  call 
Lord  Hatherton  to  order,  aa  if  anything  Lord  Hithertoa 
spoke  only  sUll  more  forcibly  than  Mr.  Horley  on  "  poiati 
hardly  fitting  for  such  a  meeting."  Then,  at  Tirporlcf, 
Sir  Philip  I^rton,  the  chairman,  ran  riot  on  exactly  tie 
same  line.  He  talked  chiefly,  if  after  rather  an  oiU 
&shion,  of  agreements  and  game :  "  No  written  doeofflciit 
was  equal  to  a  good  nndentanding  between  landbid  and 
tenant — a  mntu2l  feeling  of  dqiendence  one  upon  tlie 
other— a  fiseling  of  honour  between  man  and  mas,  mi 
Christian  man  and  Christian  man."  Sorely,  if  a  lasdlord 
in  the  chair  thinks  fit  to  expresa  himaelf  in  this  way,  tke 
tenant  may  be  allowed  a  word  or  two,  if  only  to  ny  that 
the  clearer  the  nnderstanding  the  better,  and  the  gieiter 
the  feeling  of  dependence  the  worse  in  the  long  nu  for 
evaybody. 

However,  as  Lord  Warwick  cautions  us,  these  nutten 
are  apt  to  get  "  somewhat  personal" — "  to  require  a  n- 
ply"—  "  their  discussion  may  lead  to  eertsia  dingr»- 
ments,"  and  so  on.  In  shoit,  according  to  Mr.  CUiie- 
eott,  "Mr.  Horley  had  lifted  up  two  landlords,  at  if 
there  were  no  others  like  them  in  the  county,"  sod  ^. 
Caldecott  emphaticallv  *' would  not  have  it."  Tltnee 
happy  Warwickshire  I  Where,  of  course,  erery  hod- 
lord  gives  his  tenants  the  privilege  to  kfll  the  groud 
game,  sanctions  the  system  of  compensation  for  mtei- 
haosted  improvements,  and  retnnu  them  the  vhok  d 
their  rent  on  the  wheat  land.  In  truth,  it  became  nch 
very  bad  taste  to  single  out  one  or  two  when  all  voe 
doing  so  well,  that  Lord  Leigh  at  last  protested  tbt  ^ 

Did  good  by  stealth,  and  blnahed  to  find  it  fane. 
'<  My  private  feelings  led  me  to  see  that  it  woaldbc  kt- 
t«r  for  me  to  give  up  ground  game  to  my  tenanta,  aad  I 
did  so  for  that  reason.  But  I  never  expected  it  mold 
pass  beyond  my  own  tenantry.  It  got  into  the  neri* 
papers,  and  it  has  been  to  me  a  source  of  annoyince,  asit 
sppeared  as  if  I  wished  to  dictate  to  mv  neighboon. 
This  naturallv  will  only  increase  the  dilemms.  H  ^ 
are  not  to  talk  abont  it,  if  we  are  not  to  cite  a  good  a* 
ample  when  we  can,  how  are  we  to  work  upon  thoie  "pn* 
vate  feelings,"  which  leada  landlords  to  do  preciidy  tlx 
contrary  P  For  our  part  we  are  inclined  to  think  th^ 
is  no  better  aignment  than  an  example,  good  orw, 
and  we  woold  make  the  moat  of  it. 

At  the  Jodgea'  dinner  at  Walsall  the  other  day,  we 
heard  Mr.  Maafon  declare  that,  "aa  to  the  ga* 
qnestioB,  there  waa  no  man  who  had  a  grester  h  tfior 
than  himself  of  being  game-eaten ;  while,  at  the  m 
time  no  man  had  a  greater  horror  of  the  qoeetioB  bajl 
taken  np  and  need  as  political  capital,  aa  it  had  been  ^J 
certain  nersons  during  the  last  twelve  or  eighteen  moatM. 
It  would  be  in  his  power  to  single  out  certain  gentkffl«f 
and  he  need  not  go  many  counties  distant  to  find  thes. 
who  had  spoken  very  Ubenlly  upon  this  qoeatioa  for 
political  purposes,  but  whose  actions  would  not  beer  R* 
fleeting  npon,  their  tenants  suffering  more  from  V^^ 
the  tenants  of  any  other  landlords  m  the  county.  ><"' 
good  as  this  is,  would  it  not  have  come  all  the  itn»g«" 
the  county  not  so  far  off  had  been  named,  orewa.?* 
genUemen  [who  speak  so  UberaUy  and  set  ao  di^ 
rently  P    StiU  there  is  a  wholesome  tone  in  sD  this ;«« 


the  moral  of  it  is,  that  people  who  attend  i^- 
dinners  with  the  idea  only  of  paving  vspid  empty  co^ 
menu  to  each  other  had  by  &r  better  stav  away,  irw^ 
they  be  noble  lords  or  tenant-fiirmers.  It  is  •  w«  J^ 
tion,  indeed,  whether  men  who  have  nothing  ntf*  ^  "^ 
shoold  not  at  once  be  called  to  tfrder. 
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THE  NEW  POEEIGN  CATTLE  OBDERS. 


Han,  the  God  of  Wir,  hu  been  depicted  as  attended  by 
fire,  &inine,  end  pestilenoe,  with  an  innnmerabie  brood  of 
minor  erils,  the  olbpring  of  the  same  malerolent  trinity, 
in  Iu8  train.  The  sadden  ontbreak  of  the  rinderpest  in 
Oennany  and  I^rance,  thenfore,  is  bnt  the  natoral  ofbpring 
of  things,  and  another  power  of  evil  let  loose  to  do  mis- 
chief to  mankind.  Pestalenee  amongst  cattle  will  now 
prodnce  acanity  in  the  districts  already  eat  np  by  mighty 
armies,  and  scarcity  will  probably  produce  ftmine,  and 
Cuoine  pestilence,  amonnt  the  populations  also  debili- 
tated by  privations  of  almost  erery  other  kind.  And 
thu  the  ministers  of  eril  assist  each  other.  Impressed 
with  this  tone  of  feeling,  the  pnblic  received  the  an- 
Donneement  that  the  cattle  plagne  had  appeared  in  Ger- 
many, with  some  apprehension ;  bat  the  information  still 
more  recently  pnbliiuied,  that  the  rinderpest  has  already 
nm  through  Germany,  the  whole  of  northern  France,  and 
ittTsded  Belgium  and  Holland,  startled  the  agriculturists 
of  England  as  much  as  any  news  published  during  this 
year  of  stirring  events.  Now  we  would  not  endorse  any 
alarmist  sentiment,  nor  deal  with  a  real  danger  and  matter 
of  fiict  in  the  sensational  manner  that  is  now  so  common, 
thanks  to  the  speciAl  correspondents  of  the  present  day, 
like  George  Colman's  friend,  "  two  single  gentlemen 
rolled  into  one,"  eombining  the  author  and  artist,  and 
ifswin^,  therefore,  doubly  on  imagination,  in  their  confi- 
dential outoooring  to  the  listening  world.  Still,  it  is  pos- 
aible  to  light  the  danger  beacon  without  setting  the  old 
conntry  on  fire;  and,  therefore,  while  the  fSacts  are  in 
themselves  real  and  serious  enough,  there  is  no  justification 
for  giving  currency  to  the  opinion  that  the  au&orities  are 
asle^  or  inert,  and  are  not  adopting  every  necessary  pre- 
eaation  within  their  reach. 

The  plague,  it  appears,  has  been  brought  trom  Fodolia 
and  Hnngary,  where  it  seems  to  be  permanently  na- 
tnnliied  in  the  nnmerous  herds  of  cattle  that  have  been 
lent  to  Berlin  for  the  use  of  the  German  armies.  From 
Beriin  the  speed  at  which  it  has  travelled  is  unprecedented. 
On  the  8th  of  September,  Mr.  E.  Eardley  Wilmot, 
of  the  Privy  Council  Veterinary  Department,  writes 
that  "information  has  been  received  of  the  existence 
of  cattle-plague  in  Kaiserlanten ;"  and  in  a  few  days 
ffterwards  we  learn  that,  after  reaching  Kaiserkuten, 
it  immediately  appeared  at  Saarbruck,  in  the  French 
departement  of  the  MoseU^  and  at  Bar-le-duc,  onlv  70 
mues  from  Paris ;  after  which  it  spread  with  marvellous 
npiditj  through  Belgium  to  the  Dutch  district  of 
W^en,  near  Rotterdam.  In  £act,  oridnating  with  the 
cattle  convoys  moving  westward  for  the  armies,  it  has 
ont-distanced  them,  and,  over-running  the  armies  them- 
selves, has  spread  over  Northern  France,  Belgium,  and 
HoQuid.  To  meet  these  fiicts,  so  fiir  as  they  bear  on  our 
own  orcumstances,  we  have  to  record  that  the  Privy 
Council  has  acted  promptly  and  energetically.  It  has  also 
officially  announced  that  Holland  and  Belgium  have  both 
been  in  the  list  of  scheduled  countries  "  since  the  passing 
ofthe  Act  of  1869,*'  and  that,  therefore,  they  have  not 
0^  ipecified  in  the  recent  Order  in  Council  dated  the 
«h  of  September,  by  which,  immediately  after  the  14th 
of  September,  France  takes  its  pkce  on  the  list  of  sche- 
dmed  countries ;  and  all  the  regulations  in  the  4th 
Khednle  of  the  Act  of  1869  apply  to  cattle  brought  from 
toy  port  of  France.  This  determination  was  arrived  at 
^5"  ^^7  ^^^^^  oidj  "  frx>m  the  probability  that  her 
c*«wm&7Decaiieinibct6d  by  those  which  are  sent  itom 


Prussia  for  the  use  of  the  German  armies."  How 
quickly  the  probability  has  become  a  certainty  is  well 
known  $  and  the  decision  of  the  Privy  Oouncil  was 
certainly  not  a  moment  too  soon,  and  we  have  a  strong 
hope  that  it  was  not  a  day  too  late. 

So  recently  as  the  20th  instant,  the  CouncU  is- 
sued  another  important  Order,  by  which  all  the  regu- 
lations in  the  fourth  schedule  of  the  Act  of  1869 
"shall  apply  to  sheep  and  goats  brought  to  Great 
Britain  from  any  port  of  the  States  of  the  North 
German  Confiederation  or  France,  and  landed  in  Great 
Britain ;  and  all  such  sheep  and  goats  shall  be  slaugh- 
tered within  ten  days  of  the  landing  thereof."  It  also 
orders  that  "with  respect  to  cattle,  sheep,  and  goats 
brought  firom  any  port  of  the  North  German  Confedera- 
tion or  France,  and  landed  within  the  Port  of  London, 
no  such  cattle^  sheep,  or  goats  shall  be  landed,  except  at 
places  approved  of  by  her  Migesty's  Commissioners  of 
Customs,  and  set  apart  for  such  purpose,  and,  notwith- 
standing any  order  to  the  contrary,  no  animal  shall  be 
moved  alive  out  of  any  place  so  approved  and  set  apart." 
Moreover,  "the  Government  here  has  issued  instruc- 
tions to  Customs'  officers  at  all  the  ports  to  exercise  the 
strictest  scrutiny  and  vigilance  in  the  examination  of 
foreign  cattle  ;*'  and  upon  this  and  the  ample  means  of 
information  which  Mr.  Forster  says  the  Government 
possesss,  we  have  to  rely. 

The  recent  Order  in  Coimcil  has  been  properly  and 
promptly  issued.  What,  however,  is  really  wanted  is  the 
long  promised  new  market  for  foreign  cattle,  on  the  banks 
of  tiie  Thames,  and  why  have  we  not  this  P  Is  the  Act 
permissive,  or  is  it  passed  in  one  Session,  with  liberty  to 
defer  its  being  put  mto  force  to  an  indefinite  time?  If 
so,  if  it  be  not  put  off  till  the  Greek  Kalends,  it  irill 
certainly  be  a  dead  letter  until  too  late  to  prevent  infection. 
If,  however,  it  be  tiie  &ult  of  the  Corporation,  we  hope 
the  Privy  Council  wiU  look  to  it.  Nero  fiddled  when 
Bome  was  in  fiames,  and  we  have  no  doubt  the  civic 
authorities  would  still  feed  on  turtle,  and  punish  coster- 
mongers,  while  our  herds  were  perishing.  It  was  said  by 
Sydney  Smith  that  we  should  have  no  safety  on  railways 
until  a  bishop  was  smashed  in  a  tunnel ;  and  we  believe 
that  if  the  Privy  Council  had  had  Star  Chamber  powers, 
and  had  put  the  aldermen  of  the  city  upon  vegetable  diet 
immediately  the  Foreign  Market  Act  had  been  passed, 
until  its  provisions  were  carried  out,  we  should  at  the 
present  moment  have  had  suchamarket  on  the  banks  of  the 
Thames,  and  London  would  now  have  been  placed  in  the 
same  position  for  preventing  the  spread  of  disease  from 
foreign  cattle  as  our  provincial  ports  are.  Still  there  is 
hope ;  on  only  Tuesday  last  2%e  limes  announced  that 
"to-day  Government  will  be  asked  by  the  civic  authori- 
ties to  sanction  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  the  proposed 
Foreign  Cattle  Market.  This  site  is  Deptford  Dockyard, 
the  sale  of  which  by  the  Admiralty  gave  rise  to  certain 
questions  at  the  dose  of  the  late  Session.  It  is  nuder* 
stood  that  the  City  Markets  Committee  has  entered  into 
an  agreement  to  re-purchase  22  acres,  for  the  sum  of 
£91,000."  This  would  look  like  Und  at  last ;  whereas 
The  City  Press  of  Saturday  declares  emphaticaUy  that 
"  whatever  amount  of  truth  there  may  be  about  this  state* 
ment,  one  thing  is  quite  clear— it  is  premature.  The 
matter  has  not  pt  been  decided  upon  by  the  Court  of 
CoBimon  Council." 
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"  WeD,"  dnwled  out  a  qnaiDt  eonntry  aactioneer,  u 
he  dropped  down  from  hii  perch  after  a  tcrriblj  dull  Mle 
on  the  Soathdowna^  "  Well,  I  only  with  we  could  have 
had  that  French  gen'leman  here  again  to-day  T*  And 
manT  will  echo  the  aapiration ;  for,  as  onr  report  of  the 
Biddenham  gathering  runs,  "  it  was  remarked  that  the 
naoal  visiton  from  the  Continent  were  absent,  and  it  is 
probable  there  was  also  a  deficiency  of  those  foreign  eom- 
missiona  which  nje  so  useful  a  stimulus  to  sales  of  this 
kind."  Precisdy  so.  We  care  not  what  breed  it  be — 
Southdown  or  Leicester,  Oxford  or  Shropahire,  Cotswold 
or  Lincoln — but  ereiywhere  bas  there  been  the  same 
deadnesa  of  trade,  as  we  do  not  beliere  there  has  been  a 
lettioff  dnring  the  season  but  where  the  result  has  been 
considerably  under  an  arerage.  In  many  cases  business 
has  been  so  bad,  that  the  auctioneer  hu  discreetly  de- 
clined to  go  through  the  catalogue,  but  preferred  that 
anyone  in  the  company  should  "  call"  any  sheep  he 
might  fimcy.  At  Hove,  Mr.  Turner,  the  chairman  at  the 
luncheon,  said  *'  the  animals  brought  out  might  be  in  a 
lower  condition  than  usual ;  but  that  was  easily  accounted 
for  by  the  shortness  of  keep  th^  had  been  suffering  from. 
They  had  felt  the  effects  of  both  a  cold  spring  and  a  very 
dry  summer ;  and,  in  fact,  the  weather  nad  been  against 
them  ever  since  the  beginning  of  March."  Tliis  may  be 
something,  but  not  much,  as  we  question  whiter 
a  home  customer,  more  especially,  would  can  about 
hiring  a  nm  for  use  in  the  same  high  flattering  condition 
in  which  he  might  have  been  sent  to  take  honours  at 
Oxford.  Indeed,  at  a  Lincolnshire  letting  Mr.  Bring, 
of  Claxby,  declared  that  "  on  these  occasions  he  should 
be  glad  if  the  breeder  could  vouch  that  there  were  no 
sheep  amongst  them  fed  on  anything  but  green  food  for 
the  last  six  months.  If  kept  on  green  fooid  they  would 
be  leaner,  few  sheep  would  fall  lame  when  they  got  them 
at  work,  and  there  would  be  more  work  in  them."  With 
the  general  shortness  of  keep,  farmers  may  not  care  so 
much  about  extending  or  even  maintaining  the  strength 
of  their  flocks ;  but  the  real  secret  of  that  slackness, 
which  it  would  be  only  idle  to  ignore,  is  the  absence  of 
the  "  French  gen'leman"  and  "  the  deficiency  of  those 
foreign  commissions." 

But  there  are  lulls  in  most  tndes ;  and,  although  the 
ram-breeder  may  find  more  sheep  on  his  hands  than  he 
quite  likes  to  see,  he  can  so  far  nave  no  great  reason  to 
despair.  The  scientific  cultivation  of  tlie  sheep  was  never 
carried  to  so  great  a  height  aa  it  is  just  at  present.  At 
Oxford  and  Manchester  these  sections  supplied  the  chief 
fealures  of  the  show.  The  Shorthorn  may  have  driven 
out  the  Longhom,  and  the  Devon  may  be  gradnally  drop- 
ping back  to  his  home  in  the  West;  but  the  more 
varieties  of  sheep  there  are  "  invented,"  the  more  people 
would  there  seem  to  be  ready  to  use  them.  The  Leicester 
and  the  Southdown  in  their  purity  were  never  more 
appreciated,  although  Wide  ranges  of  country  be  covered 
with  Shropshires  and  Oxfords  and  Lincolns.  "  No  ram 
breeder,"  as  it  was  said  in  a  kind  of  commentary  on  the 
career  of  Bakewell,  "  ever  died  a  rich  man,"  and  vet  no 
one  should  be  capable  of  doing  more  good  in  his  degree. 
More  modem  practice,  however,  would  go  to  dispute  Uie 
truth  of  such  an  axiom.  Dnring  the  early  autumn  it  is 
impossible  to  look  into  a  local  Journal  without  reading  of 
the  profuse  hospitality,  the  genial  welcome,  and  the  jovial 
after-sitting  associated  with  the  annual  letting  of  the 
fimious  Grange  longwools  or  HOl-side  shortwools,  aa  the 
case  may  be. 


The  war,  no  doubt,  has  much  to  answer  for,  bat  era  i 
Continental  war  cannot  in  these  times  be  of  very  long  donr 
tion,  and  Hope  may  still  be  found  at  the  bottom  of  the 
box.  It  must  be  remembered  that  during  the  ciril  ithic 
in  America,  "  the  Shorthorn  fever,"  as  it  was  tsme^ 
seemed  to  have  quite  died  out.  The  rage,  like  the  muk 
for  tulips  or  Cochin  Chinas,  had  quite  spent  itadf— ve 
should  never  see  such  prices  again — a  more  wholeione  fame 
would  mle  henceforth,  and  so  on.  And  resUy  for  s  mskri  it 
did  look  as  if  this  were  going  to  be  the  case.  Bat  ai  we  lO 
know  well  enough  highly-bred  stoek  is  again  ss  higUj  or 
more  highly  priied  than  ever.  A  heifer  now  is  woitJi  dor 
by  some  hundreds  than  the  best  bull  would  resliie  Mine  fev 
yean  since.  And  the  secret  here  again  is,  if  not  predselr 
the  presence  of  "  the  French  gen'leman,"  at  say  nlc 
the  infiuence  of  "  the  foreign  commission."  NotUog 
does  so  much  to  make  a  sale,  either  public  or  prirate,  ai 
the  fact  that  the  foreigner  is  a  buyer.  Let  the  nm-brnder 
then  bear  this  in  mind.  Just  for  a  season  his  mukA  U 
shut  up  by  the  war,  as  it  might  have  been  by  the  ctUk 
tnde ;  but  his  tnm  will  come  again,  and  probably  with  i 
better  average  than  ever,  so  that  we  would  coaniel  hin 
not  to  lose  heart,  not  to  miss  his  oppoitanity  on 
the  show-ground,  nor  relax  his  energies  in  the  iheep 
fold. 

In  sober  trath,  putting  onr  Canadian  and  Amtnliaa 
customen  out  of  court,  the  business  done  witJi  good* 
pedigree  cattle  is  hardly  in  a  more  enconraging  con- 
dition than  the  demand  for  carefully-bred  tbeep. 
Week  by  week  almost  some  of  onr  oontemporaiiei,  vitk 
more  nerve  than  we  quite  own  to  in  this  wsy,  will  not 
only  announce  but  anticipate  the  highly  suooesifiildispcr* 
sion  of  some  renowned  ho^,  which  is  i3>ont  to  be  brngh 
to  the  hammer.  These  notes  of  admintion  will  dwell  at 
the  excellenoe  of  the  tribes,  the  curious  felidty  of  the 
crosses,  and  the  imposing  appeannce  of  the  animab  thai- 
selves.  And  yet  the  results  have  often  been  hsrdly  worth 
reporting,  if,  indeed,  they  have  not  been  here  and  that  s^ 
tematicJly  suppressed.  During  the  Royal  meeting  ia Jilj 
people  were  not  particular  for  a  thousand  or  two  is  t« 
what  they  gave ;  and  since  then  many  a  Herd  Book  eotiy, 
good  to  trace  and  good  to  look  on,  might  hare  beea 
picked  up  for  twenty  or  thirty  sovereigns,  so  atroogarcthe 
vicissituaes  of  the  trade,  or  so  whimsical  the  ngmi 
of  fashion.  This  is  demonstrated  in  msnv  diHercat 
ways.  We  have,  in  turn,  imported  at  long  pricci, 
Shorthorn  stock  from  America,  and  we  are  b0* 
busy  buying  up  horses  from  Fnuoe.  The  stad  of  the 
Count  Lagnnge  in  which  the  Emperor  of  the  Fma 
was  always  supposed  to  have  an  mterest,  came  to  the 
hammer  at  Tatterasll's,  when  the  highest  price  n 
believe  ever  given  for  a  stallion  was  obtained  w 
Gladiatenr,  a  French  bred  horse  but  a  brilliant  perfomff 
in  this  country ;  and  there  is  something  pertinent  to  the 
theme  we  arc  touching  on  in  this  purchase.  Some  two 
or  three  yean  back  it  was  declared  that  the  tkorooghhrd 
yearling  sales  had  seen  their  best  day;  that,  with  tbe 
decline  of  two  or  three  young  noblemen  would  foDo'" 
decline  in  the  value  of  young  stock ;  and,  in  the  b» 
of  this,  Mr.  Blenkiron,  who  has  just  bought  Glsdiatear 
for  6,800  gn'meas,  has  seldom  known  a  better  areiif^ 
for  hU  yearlings  than  in  1870,  if  ever,  indeed,  he  m 
sold  so  many  so  well.  But  the  trade  stops  here ;  as  win 
Mr.  Booth  or  Mi«or  Guntcr,  nothing  joes  down  wju 
your  racing  man  but  Middle  Ptek  or  Hampton  Coon . 
and  elsewhere  thorough-bred  stock  has  been  biAj  ^^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THB  FABMEB'S  MAGAZINB. 


281 


away.  Naj,  often  enough  daring  the  past  summer,  lot 
after  lot,  like  a  Shropshire  or  an  Oxford  later  on,  has  been 
sent  back  without  a  bidding.  Bat  then,  like  Mig'or 
Gnnter,  Mr.  Blenkiron  has  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
stad  with  a  layish  hand.  In  truth,  if  no  one  obtains 
higher,  no  one  gires  higher  prices ;  and  he  is  continuallj 
baying.  A  dearer  baz;^n,  so  far,  than  Gladiateur  was 
perhaps  aerer  known.  As  utterly  untried  at  the  slnd  he 
could  not,  in  reason,  be  appraised  at  half  the  money ;  for 
it  by  no  means  follows  that  the  best  raoe-horses  turn  out 
tke  best  stallions ;  while  he  is  faded  in  his  appearance, 
baring  scarcely  laid  on  any  flesh  since  he  was  put  out  of 


work — ^a  not  altogether  wholesome  sign.  But  the  bye- 
standers  cheered  the  bidding ;  and  whatever  may  come  of 
it,  a  £set  snch  as  this  will  bring  over  many  a  customer 
hereafter,  or  so  soon  as  peace  shall  be  again  restored  to 
the  Continent,  An  old  saying  maintains  that  the  best 
articles  are  the  cheapest,  no  matter  what  they  cost ;  and 
Turner,  the  painter,  always  bought  up  his  own  pictures 
at  an  auction  if  they  were  going  low,  as  he  found 
in  the  end  it  paid  him  to  do  so.  Let  the  moral  of  this 
commend  it  to  any  one  who  is  looking  out  for  a  ram,  a 
bull,  or  a  horse.  The  money  is  sore  to  come  back  again 
some  day  or  other. 


SALE  OP  MR.  0.  B.  SAUNDEBS'  HEBD  OF  SHOBTHOBNS, 

AT    NUNWICK    HALL,   PENRITH,    SEPT.    23,   1870. 

By    Mr.   John    Thornton. 


It  seems  scarcely  fifteen  years  ago  since  we  sojourned 
in  the  north,  saw  Windsor  win  at  the  Royal  at  Carlisle, 
aod  then  looked  over  Mr.  R.  W.  Saunders'  herd  (father 
of  the  present  man)  previous  to  its  sale  on  the  Tuesday  of 
the  kst  week  in  July.  Pedigrees  were  then  not  accounted 
of  so  much  fashion  ss  now,  although  a  roan  six-year-old 
Gvyone  cow  did  make  70  gs.,  and  went  to  Holker  Hall ; 
while  the  top  price  of  the  day,  160  gs.,  was  given  for  the 
white  Filigree,  grand-daughter  of  Richard  Booth's  Fame, 
strangely  enough  by  Mr.  Alexander  for  Kentuckv.  Abra- 
ham Parker  (9856)  had  reigned  supreme  in  the  herd  after 
his  rictory  in  the  Northern  show  grounds — the  Edgar  of 
the  present  day — ^and  left  behind  him  a  number  of  whites 
and  light  roans.  Pearls,  too,  were  thought  more  of  than 
BOW,  and  we  remember  a  white  cow  making  60  gs.  from 
Mr.  Cartwright,  of  Northamntonriiire — the  Oliver  of  the 
period— end  her  white  calf  5()  gs.  by  a  local  man.  Then, 
as  now,  there  were  a  lot  of  aged  bulls  going  at  a  trifle 
over  batcher's  price.  Sir  Harry  Gwynne  (12080)  to  Scot- 
land for  30  gs.,  and  Sir  Charles  (12076)  secured  for  the 
district  st  46  gs. 

We  found  the  ring  pitehed  on  the  same  little  knoll, 
opposite  the  triangular  roof  of  the  bull  houses,  and  encircled 
with  the  trees,  which  had  thickened  in  foliage  with  their 
years,  but  with  this  addition,  that  the  ground  was  sur- 
rounded three  parts  round  with  a  strong  amphitheatre  of 
seats  four  deep,  giving  the  scene  more  the  appearance 
of  a  Spanish  bull  fight  than  a  peaceful  bull  sale.  The 
^7*  bright,  warm,  and  cheerful,  spent  among  green  fields 
of  rich  pastures  and  picturesque  scenery,  was  a  happy 
contrast  to  the  previous  one,  when  at  the  Penrith  show  we 
lounged  through  the  cattle  and  watched  the  excitement 
of  the  multitude  in  their  delight  at  the  hurdle  jumping. 
Many  £aces  at  the  show  were  present  in  the  pastures, 
where  the  cows  and  heifers  were  more  conveniently  seen 
than  in  the  byre,  certainly  with  its  calf  stalls  the  most 
compact  we  have  found  in  the  north.  The  road  was  very 
full  all  the  morning,  and  a  waggonette  and  pair,  with  the 
Doke  of  Devonshire  and  Col.  Towneley,  Lord  Skel- 
mersdale's  representatives,  Messrs.  Atherton,  Baxter,  and 
others  broke  down  with  its  load.  The  cows  showed  to 
mnch  advantage,  and  might  really  be  termed  a  fine  lot, 
especially  old  Waterloo  18th  and  her  daughter  the 
massive  but  doubtful  Waterloo  Duchess.  Calves,  milk, 
and  a  bad  time  had  pulled  the  three-year-clds  down  ;  but 
we  fancied  Wallace  had  much  to  account  for  as  wdl^  as 
none  of  his  produce  would  bear  critical  examination. 
The  two-year-olds  and  yearlings  were  as  pretty  as  paint, 
and  in  that  happy  condition  of  flesh,  fat  enough  to 
please,  and  lean  enough  to  breed;  good  treatment, 
is  the  shape  of  meal  and  crushed  cake  seemed  to  agree 


with  them,  as  well  as  careful  treatment  by  the  burly 
(}eorge,  whose  figure  was  as  round  as  the  Edgar  he  has 
so  frequmtly  led  out.  Still  they  might  have  been  fresher, 
especially  the  bulls.  A  covered  rick  bam  made  a  capital 
place  for  the  luncheon,  at  which  Lord  Kenlis,  supported 
by  Earl  of  Dnnmore,  Lord  Skelmersdale,  Col.  Kingscote, 
Sir  Harry  Vane,  Captain  Gandy,  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Foster 
presided.  The  usual  Royal  toasts  preceded  Mr.  Saunders, 
whose  brief  reply  led  to  brevity  in  the  remaining  speeches, 
for  no  sooner  liad  the  first  180  lunched  than  a  rush  was 
made  outside  to  refill,  and  altogether  we  heard 
687  hungry  mouths  were  filled.  The  massive 
Edgar,  and  lus  equal  rotund  and  handsome  son,  Lord  of 
Nunwich,  were  paraded  in  the  amphitheatre  after  the  first 
company  had  lunched,  and  Mr.  Thornton  at  half-past  one 
was  at  his  post  in  the  centre  of  the  arena ;  but  it  was 
remarkable  how  slowly  each  lot  was  put  up.  '*  Twenty 
guineas"  was  some  time  coming,  whilst  the  old  twelve 
year  Waterloo  18th,  from  Shetiiin,  a  true-made  Shorthorn, 
walked  slowly  round.  Bid  after  bid  came  out  chiefly 
from  the  local  men,  and  a  young  exhibitor 
and  neighbour,  got  her  at  84  guineas.  Jenny 
Deans,  with  her  bad  crops  and  fine  rich  quality, 
made  but  half  the  price  she  fetched  from  Mr. 
Spearman  at  Bushey  in  '62,  but  she  left  her  grand  hair 
and  quality  to  all  her  descendants.  This  however,  with  a 
line  of  sound  blood  going  back  to  Chas.  CoUing's  Daisv, 
did  not  take  the  public  fancy,  as  none  of  her  tribe  sold 
high.  The  dam  of  Edgar,  young  Enma,  was  a  beautiful 
cow,  with  much  elegance  and  the  same  grand  quality,  but 
her  teeth  were  bad,  and  she  lost  her  end,  so  she  was  not 
offered.  Lot  6  was  the  highest-priced  cow  at  Brayton,  in 
'67,  when  Mr.  Chas.  Saunders  pave  126  gs,  for  her ;  she 
had  deepened,  but  was  not  massive,  although  very  elegant, 
while  she  soon  ran  up  to  81  gs.,  and  went  to  a  friend  who 
sat  beside  Mr.  F^wcett.  Lady  Elvira  from  Countess 
Emma,  granddam  of  Edgar,  was  really  a  beautifnl  cow, 
full  of  quality  and  snbstvice,  but  with  short,  lumpy  quar- 
ters; she  went  to  Lord  Dnnmore,  who,  hke  Mr. 
Foster  of  yore,  seems  to  go  in  now  more  for  heavy  flesh 
and  good  animals  than  pedigree.  The  flrst  Gwynne  was 
not  handsome,  still  her  blood  sold  her,  fbr  two  Cumber- 
land men  wrestled  well  from  80  to  71  gB.  One  of  the 
grandest  and  most  stylish  lots  was  Waterloo  Duchess; 
the  has  slipped  once  and  never  bred,  and  seemed  alto- 
gether so  donbtfril  that  she  made  but  a  speculative  price. 
Duchess  Emma  had  a  plain  head,  and  was  common  coloured, 
notwithstanding  Ninth  Orand  Duke,  her  sire ;  but  Wild 
Eyes  Duchess  was  for  many  the  cow  of  the  day.  Difi'erent 
to  what  we  generally  find  a  Wild  Eyes,  she  was  immensely 
wide  and  round,  with  a  long  neck,  pretty  good  ahoolders. 
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and  verf  good  qoarten,  t&d  foil  of  Bateft'  style ;  as 
probably  one  of  the  best  of  the  sort  oat.  Lord  Skels- 
merdale,  Mr.  Baxter,  Atherton,  and  many  were  in,  bat 
ilnallly  Mr.  Jacob  Wilson  and  LordDnnmore  opposed, and, 
for  a  wonder,  Sooteb  blood  was  beaten,  and  sbe  was  boag^t 
for  Mr.  Cochrane,  of  Canada,  whose  parse  seems  bottomless. 
Fleda's  Farewell,  also  by  Ninth  Grand  Dnke  and  oat  of 
the  1 65  gs.  Knightly  Fleda,  was  a  Teiy  handsome  animal,  and 
Ids  lordship  secnred  her  at  nearly  hiuf  the  price  of  the  more 
fashionable  Wild  Eyes.  The  prodnce  of  Wallace  seemed 
hairless  and  light  fleshed,  and  in  the  next  doxen  lots,  a 
conple  of  Waterloo  cows  with  unfashionable  erosses  sold 
well,  a  white  "  Bates  npon  Knightley "  better,  as  soon 
after  the  roan  and  almost  pure  Waterloo  86th  entered. 
The  biddings  were  very  rapid,  from  100  np  to  300  in  no 
time,  and  then  Mr.  Jacob  Wilson  and  Mr.  Oliver  were  in 
np  to  450,  after  which  Lord  Kenlis  bid  and  finally  beat 
the  Captain  at  475  gs.  The  excitement  of  the  company 
conld  be  restrained  no  longer,  cheers  again  and  again 
bnrst  oat,  especially  as  it  was  known  the  lot  was  to  remain 
in  the  North.  The  next  animal  was  the  great  lot  of  the 
sale,  as  her  pore  pedigree  by  Mr.  Poster's  Royal  Cam- 
bridge—old Moss  Kose's  son — out  of  Mr.  Bolden's  Water- 
loo 31st,  made  her  about  the  third  best  Waterloo  in  the 
kingdom ;  although  not  particularly  a  handsome  red,  and 
somewhat  disfigured  by  a  hip  down.  After  the  excitement 
of  the  last,  the  biddings  were  not  so  easily  caught ;  but 
it  seemed  that  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Oliver  were  again  at 
it,  with  Lord  Kenlis  to  the  rescue,  for  at  470  Mr. 
Oliver  gave  500,  and  the  glass  ran  finally.  Once  more 
the  company  cheered,  and  the  place  presented  a  wonderful 
sight.  Not  only  was  the  raised  platform  crowded,  but 
the  people  climed  upon  the  roof  of  the  boll-hooses,  even 
to  the  pinnacle,  and  even  the  branches  of  the  trees  all 
around  were  filled.  It  was  considered  that  fully  1,500  to 
2,000  were  then  present.  The  two  succeeding  lots  went 
cheap  enough ;  but  when  the  yellow  red,  own  sister  to 
Waterloo  86th,  entered,  the  audience  was  as  quiet  as  a 
church  congregation,  every  bid  rang  out,  from  a  hundred 
upwards,  and  Lord  Skelmersdale  opposed :  though  Mr. 
Wilson  got  in  at  300,  and  she  joins  the  Wild  Eyes 
cow  for  Canada.  An  excee£ngly  pretty  roan 
heifer  by  the  same  sire,  and  out  of  lot  1, 
was  secnred  by  his  Lordship  at  half  the  price. 
False  Fanny,  a  very  pretty  roan  hairy  danghter  of 
Edgar's  out  of  Ellen,  a  Knightley  cow,  drew  forth  many 
bids,  and  finally  Mr.  Foster  and  Mr.  Hay  settled  down 
until  the  latter  was  beaten.  Elfin  Deans  had  rich  hair, 
colour,  and  a  fine  quality  of  fiesh,  and  she  went  cheap 
enough  to  Mr.  Dalzell ;  Mr.  Hay  securing  the  next  lot  of 
the  same  tribe,  only  a  lighter  roan,  for  New  Zealand. 
Then  came  another  daughter  of  Edgar's  out  of  the  pur- 
Waterloo  31&t.  Mr.  Oraham  began  the  oontest  early, 
and  at  last  he  and  Lord  Kenlis  were  the  only  bidders,  when 
the  Commoner  won  at  the  high  sum  of  360  gs.  There 
was  great  substance  and  plenty  of  hair  in  this  one-year-old, 
and  Mr.  Graham  got  two  substantial  ones  as  the  nucleus 
of  a  new  herd  at  Tmnscroft^  over  Darwen.  The  calves 
galloped  round  the  ring  to  the  delight  of .  the  com- 
pany. FiUe  d'Edgar,  own  sister  to  False  Fanny, 
was  equally  as  pretty,  and  Mr.  Foster  secured 
her  also.  The  most  attractively  -  bred  calf  was 
from  the  Wild  Eyes  cow ;  although  a  nice  one  and  of  a 
good  colour,  she  seemed  rather  flat  in  the  ribs,  but  Lord 
Dunmore  at  last  purchased  her  in  lien  of  her  dam,  and 
Mr.  Fawcett's  friend  took  the  pretty  Princess  Alexandra's 
calf  at  58  gs.,  though  her  sister.  Princess  Beatrice  by 
Kildonan,  was  no  taking  lot,  what  with  her  black  nose. 
The  other  calves  sold  well. 

Edgar  walked  gaily  round  the  ring ;  and  it  would  be 
difficult  to  find  afresher  lookiDg  bull,  or  more  active  at  his 
^e,  rising  eight  years,  even  fleshed  with  grand  hind 


qoarters  and  splendid  hocks  and  hind  legs.  Btittiie  joUie 
were  slow  to  bid  at  him,  ontil  a  bntdierveatnnd  Np.; 
then  Mr.  Brockbank  bid,  and  Mr.  Thomson  took  it  op, 
ontil  a  hundred  was  called;  a  nod  from  Mr,  Broekbook 
was  as  good  as  five,  "ten"  said  Mr.  ThompNii,  ud 
the  fflass  rnna,  "going  at  110  and— geae!"  UA 
of  Nanwich,  his  son  and  from  a  pure  Watorloo  dim, 
was  next  brought  in,  and  was  very  mneh  like  liii  nie, 
with  perhaps  a  trifle  more  elegance.  Mr.  Menengcr, 
who  was  bidding  for  Australia,  went  well  slosg  op  to 
200  gs.,  and  then  stopped,  so  Mr.  Wilson  got  him  for  bii 
own  and  his  ancle's  use  at  Shotley  Hall.  Earl  oC  Eglmtm, 
by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's  Tenth  Grand  Dnke,  tldmA 
a  good  sire,  was  bad  girthed  and  ahort-qnsrtered,  with  his 
tail  close  in  his  back,  so  that  Mr.  Brockbank  soon  second 
him,  and  Mr.  Lambert,  who  had  hired  Wild  B07,  t  bd 
flne  bull,  bought  him  outright  at  60gs.,  notwithitandiBgkis 
lameness.  General  Williams  was  impotent,  sndWatab 
Boy,  who  had  served  most  of  the  heifers,  slthough  surow- 
backed,  sold  well  at  89  gs.  A  Company  of  tenant  bmm 
had  formed  to  buy  one  of  the  best  bulls,  so  they  went  in 
for  Edgar's  brother,  but  dropped  off  at  5  gs.  orerSOgi. 
each  man,  and  he  goes  to  Australia  cheap  enoogh  ti 
180  gs.  This  was  by  far  the  best  boll  of  the  8«lc  The 
competition  was  very  slow  and  heavy  for  the  calTO,  JtHl 
they  averaged  well,  and  biddings  were  good  when  owe 
started,  though  the  long  time  that  elapsed  in  putting  then 
up  sadly  hindered  the  sale.  A  more  pleasant  one  we 
rarely  remember,  bright  and  cheerful ;  while,  compared 
with  the  last,  the  result  is  astonishing.  No  large  herd 
since  1867  has  made  so  good  an  average,  and  it  is  nearif 
£10  above  the  great  return  for  a  smaller  herd  sold  in  the 
spring  at  Edenbridge,  Kent,  and  hitherto  the  highest  thb 
year.    Subjoined  are  the  prices. 

COWS  AND  HEIFEBS. 

Waterloo  18th,  roan,  calved  AprU  23,  1858,  I7  Bosqvf 

(14183),  dam  Waterloo  16tii  by  The  Hero  {10»4).-J. 

Lamb,  Cumberland,  34  gs. 
EUen,  roan,  calved   May  3,  1858,  by  Prince  of  Gto^i^ 

(18617),  dam  Fleda  by  Grey  Friar  (9172).-A  Metoft. 

Westmoreland,  52  gs. 
Jenny  Deans,  roan,  calved  March  9,  1859,  by  Orest  Hon! 

(14651),  dam  Yoong  Daisy  hj  Zadig  (8796)^.  M 

Toung  Emma,  zoan,  ealfed  January  5,  1860,  by  MaeTuk 
(1^72),  dam  Countess  Emma  by  Heir^Uw  (ISOOS]^ 
Unfit  to  offer. 

Lady  Emma  Oxford,  red  and  white,  calved  April  7. 1S62>^^ 
Eighth  Dnke  of  Oxford  (15039),  dam  CoonteM£BUi^>? 
Heir-at-Law  (13006)— W.  Parker,  Penrith,  46  gs. 

Princess  Alexandra,  roan,  calved  March  10, 186S,  by  M^ 
Duke  of  Oxford  (16939),  dam  Catchit  byBarlof  DiM& 
(10178).— Maloobn,  CarUale,  81  as.  ^  . 

Lady  Elvira,  roan,  oalved  Jane  6,  1863,  hf  had(^ 
(2021^,  dam  Coonteas  Emma  by  Heir-at-Law  (ISOOs).- 
Earl  of  Dunmore,  84  gs.  .  _. 

Flower,  roan,  calved  March  16,  1864,  by  Bri^  Pniw 
(19354),  dam  Fleda  by  Grey  Friar  (9172).-J;  wiJ; 
Gaitskell,  Whitehaven,  64  gs.  And  white  cow  calf  by  &ri 
of  %linton.— T.  DalselL  Whitehaven,  19  n.         ^ 

Clara  Gwynne,  white,  wived  April  17,  1864,  by  J»^ 
Patrick  (18688),  dam  Nellv  Gywnne  by  Old  Bat*? 
(15020).— J.  Thorn,  Cmnberfuid,  71fs.  ^  ^    , 

Waterloo  Ducheas,  zoan,  calved  Jane  7, 1864^  hj  ^'^^ 
Duke  (19879),  dam  Waterkio  18lh  by  Bon*^ 
(14183).— Bev.  P.  Graham,  Lancashire,  66  sa.     ,  .,.,. 

Dnchess  Emma,  zoan,  calved  December  8,  18M,  hj^f 
Grand  Duke  (19879),  dam  Counteas  Emma  1^  Heir^t-1^» 
(18005).— W.  Saver,  Penrith,  51  gs.  ^ ._  . 

Wild  Eyes  Duchess,  r^  calved  Febmaiy  8, 186S,  Jjr  >«2 
Grand  Duke  (19879),  dam  Wild  Eves  19thbyl4bW« 
(16353).— M.  H.  Cochrane,  Canada,  276  r 

Fleda*s  I^uewcU,  roan,  oalved  Match  20,  ^ ""' 
Dnke  (19879),  dam  Fleda  by  Oiey  j 
Dunmore,  140  gs. 
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Eff;  Bmiu,  white,  eal? ed  Jamiaiy  18, 1866,  by  Edgar  (10680), 

dam  Jenny  Deans    by   Gzeat   Mogul    (14i651).-iT.   fl. 

FkrkBr,Culule,50g8. 
Lidy  Fanny  Oxfoid,  red  and  white,  calved  Eebmary  23, 1866, 

by  Valiant  Dnke  (SSIII),  dam  Lady  Iknma  Oxford  by 

8th  Dnke  of  Oxford  (15039).^W.  Thompaon,  Tebay  Weat- 

Bordand,  60  gs. 
Pearl  Brooch,  roan,  calred  I'ebmary  27, 1867,  by  Wallace 

(23166),  dam  Pearl  Powder  by  Ninth  Grand  Duke  (19879). 

—Dixon,  Northnmberland,  60  n. 
fair  Fanny,  roan,  calTed  March  7, 1867>  by  Wallace  (8S166), 

dam  EUen  by  Prince  of  Glonceater  (13617)  .-J.  Morton, 

Kendal,  56  n. 
Waterioo  22nd,  roan,  oalyed  April  2,  1867,  by  Kildonan 

(30051),  dam  Waterloo  20th  by  Cherry  Doke  2nd  (14266). 

—Dixon,  Northnmberland,  71  p» 
Aanie  Owynne,  roan,  calved  March  30,  1867,  by  Wallace 

(23166),  dam  Clam  Gwynne  by  Prince  Patrick  (18633). 

-O.H.Head,CarUsle,  67gs. 
Waterloo  34t}^  red  roan,  calyed  liay  10, 1867,  by  Wallace 

[23166),  dam  Waterloo  18th   by    Boaqnet  (14183).— B. 

Baxter,  Torkahire,  82  gs. 
lodian  Sqoaw,  red  and  a  little  white,  calred  October  7, 1867, 

\ij  Waliaoe  (28166),  dam  Imagine  by  Hayman  (16246).— 

CoL  Bigg^  Penrith,  36  n. ;  and  her  red  and  white  boll  calf 

hf  Waterloo  Boy.— J.  Nicholson,  Penrith,  16  gs. 
FareweU'a  White  Oose,  white,  calred  March  8, 1868,  by  Earl 

of  EsUnton  (23832),  dam  Pleda'a  Parewell  lot  13  by  9th 

Grand  Doke  (19879).— Lord  Skelsmersdale,  100  gs. 
Princess  Beatrice,  white,  calred  March  24, 1868,  by  Kildonan 

(20051),  dam  Princess  Alexandra  by  8th  Dnke  of  Oxford 

(15039).— JEL  Helherington,  Camberland,  34  gs. 
Fickle  Fanny,  red,  calred  March  24, 1868,  by  Edgar  (19680), 

dam  EUen  by  Prince  of  Gbuoester  (13617).— Bn  Jefler- 

ion,  Camberland,  61  gs. 
Lad;  ^iinton,  red   and  white,  calred  April  4»  1868,  by  Earl 

of  Egiinton  (23832),  dam  Lady  Emma  Oxford  l^   8th 

Doke  of  Oxford  (15939).— G.  M.  Tracy,  Kent,  70  gs. 
Waterloo  39th,  red  and  a  litde  white,  calred  April  16, 1868, 

bj  Waterloo  Chief  (23184),  dam  Waterloo  20th  hj  Cheny 

Doke  2nd  (14265).— Sir  W.  Lawson,  Camberland,  81  gs. 
Waterloo  86th,  roan,  calred  April  30, 1868,  by  Earl  of  &linr 

ton  (28832),  dam  Waterloo  32nd  by  Ninth  Grand  Doke 

(19879).— Lord  Kenlis,  Westmoreland,  476  gs. 
Waterko  37tb,  red,  calred  September  14,  1868,  by  Boyal 

Oambridge  (26009),  dam  Waterloo  31at  by  Third  Grand 

Doke  (16182).— B.  E.  OUrer,  Sholebroke,  600  gs. 
Pearl  Necklace,  roan,  calred  March  6,  1869,  by  WUd  Boy 

(25M7),dam  Pearl  Powder  by  Ninth  Grand  Doke  (19879).— 

Col  Sanderson,  Penrith,  47  gs. 
lady  laeanora,  red,  calred  Maich  16,  1869,  by  Wild  Boy 

(25447),  dam  Lady  Elrira  by  Lord  Oxford  (20214).— 

J.  White,  Aoftralia,  66  gs. 
Waterloo  S8th,  red.  calred  March  12, 1869,  by  Earl  of  Bglin- 

ton  (23882),  dam  Waterloo  S2ad  by  Ninth  Grand  Doke 

(19879).— M.  H.  Cochrane,  Canada,  800  gs. 
Waterloo  39th,  roan,  calred  March  18, 1869,  by  Earl  of  Eg. 

Hnton  (23832),  dam  Waterloo  18th  by  Bos^net  (14183).— 

Lord  Skelmeradale,  160  gs. 
Amy  Gwynne,  white,  calred  March  26, 1869,  by  Earl  of  Eg- 

linton  (23882),  dam  Clara  Gwynne   by  Prince  Patrick 

(1868S).-J.  Malcolm,  66  gs. 
False  Fanny,  roan,  calred  Maieh  27, 1869,  Vy  Edgaf  (19680), 

dam  EUen  by  Prince  of  Glo'ster  (13617}.-J.  P.  Foster, 
^Killhow,.40gs. 
Juia  Deans,  roan,  calred  April  24, 1869,  by  Earl  of  Egiinton 

(23832),  damEffy  Deans  by  Edgar  (19680).— T.  Dalxell, 

Camberland,  66  gs. 
Mt  Deans,  roan,  calred  October  31, 1869,  hj  Earl  of  EgUn- 

ton  (23832),  dam  Jenny  Deans  by  Great  Mogul  (14661).— 

T.O.HaT,  hew  Zealand.  61  gf. 
Waterloo  40th,  white,  calred  September  17,  1869,  by  Edgar 

(19680),  dam  Waterloo  3l8t  by  Third  Grand  Dnke  (16182). 

Ber.  P.  Graham,  Lancashire,  360  ga. 
wf  Gwynne,  red  and  white,calTedFebmar7  28, 1870,  by 

Wild  Boy  (26447).  dam  Clara  Gwynne  by  Prince  Pateick 
,  (18633).-^.  0.  Hay,  New  Zealand,  66 ga. 
lAdr  Emma,  red,  calred  March  16,  1870,  by  ^md    Bqy 

(25447)7dam  Lady  Elrira  by  Lord  OdM  (20214}^Earl 

0tDanmore,46gs. 


Fille  d'Edgar,  roan,  calred  March  8, 1870,  by  Edgar  (19680), 
dam  Men  by  Prince  of  Glo*ster  (13617).W.  P.  Poster, 

Wild  Eyes  Duchess  2nd,  red  and  white,  calred  March  16, 
1870,  by  Earl  of  Egiinton  (23832),  dam  WUd  Eyes  Duchess 
by  9th  Grand  Duke  (19879).— Eari  of  Dunmore,  120  n. 

Emma's  Pint,  red  and  white,  calred  March  17, 1870,  br  Game 
Boy  (26216),  dam  Young  Emma  by  Mac  Turk  (14872)^ 
K  Hetherington,  63  gs. 

Lady  of  Nnnwick,  red,  calred  March  18, 1870,  by  Earl  of 
%linton  (23832J,  dam  Lady  Emma  Oxford  by  8th  Duke 
of  Oxford  (16939)V-W.  Thompson,  Tebay,  46  gs. 

Prinoeas  Victoria,  roan,  calred  March  29,  1870,  by  Earl  of 
Egiinton  (23832),  dam  Princess  Alexandra  lot  6  by  8th 
Duke  of  Oxford  (16939).— J.  Malcohn,  Carlisle,  53  gs. 

TufW  Deans,  white,  calred  April  3,  1870,  ^7  Earl  of  Eglin- 
ton  (23832),  dam  Effy  Deans  lot  14  by  Edgar  (1968(^.— 
C.  W.  Wilson,  Kendal,  30  n. 

Duchess  Emma  2nd,  roan,  calred  April  3, 1870,  by  Gameboy 
(26215,  dam  Dnchess  Emma  lot  11  by  9th  Grand  Duke 
(19879).— W.  Thompson,  Penrith,  41  gs. 

BULLS. 
Edgar  (19680),  roan,  calred  December  22,  1862,  by  Prince 

Patrick  (15633),  dam  Tonng  Emma  lot  4  by  Mac  Turk 

(14872).— H.  Thompson,  Penrith,  dlO  gs. 
Earl  of  Egiinton  (23832),  roan,  calred  April  10,  1866,  by 

Tenth  Grand  Duke  (21848),  dam  Lady  Elrira  lot  7,  by  Lord 

Oxford  (20214).— E.  B.  Brockbank,  CarUsle,  61  gs. 
WUd  Boy  (25447),  red  and  white,  calred  April  20.  1866,  by 

Edgar  (19680),  dam  WUd  Eyes  19th  by  Labhtche  (16353). 

— M.  Lambert  Northumberland,  60  gs. 
Lord  of  Nonwick  (26702),  roan,  calred  September  16, 1867, 

by  Ednr  (19680),  dam  Waterloo  Slst  bj  3rd  Grand  Duke 

(16182).— Jacob  WiLxm,  Northumberland,  205  gs. 
.  rf,....         , ,    ,  ^      jmber  i. 

Prince  Patrick 


General  Williams  (24028),  roan,  calred  September  3, 1866, 

by  Wallace  (23166),  dam  Dora  Gi  ^  ^'       

(18633).— J.  Collins,  Penrith,  35^ 


calred  aem 
Gwynne  by 


Waterloo  B:.y  (27762),  red,  calved  December  9,  1868,  by 
Eari  of  Egiinton  (23832),  dam  Waterioo  2l8t  by  Cherry 
Duke  2nd  (14266).— Sir  H.  Vane,  Bart.,  89  gs. 

Great  Salkeld,  red  and  white,  calred  liarch  17, 1869,  by  WUd 
Boy  (26447),  dam  Lady  Emma  Oxford  lot  6,  by  8th  Dnke 
of  Oxford  (16939).— Ber.  O.  James,  Penrith,  32  gs. 

ItoweU's  Egiinton,  roan,  calred  March  18,  1869,  by  Earl  of 
I^linton  (23832).  dam  Pleda's  PareweU  by  9th  Grand 
Duke  (19879).— Captain  Thompson.  Carlisle,  66  gs. 

Prince  James,  roan,  calred  March  24, 1869,  by  Eari  of  Egiin- 
ton (23832),  dam  Princess  Alexandra  by  8th  Dnke  of  Ox- 
ford (15939).— J.  Nicholson,  Penrith,  40  gs. 

Salkeld  Dykes,  red  and  Uttle  white,  calred  March  28,1869, 
by  Wild  Boy  (26447),dam  Young  fimmaby  McTurk (14872). 
—J.  White,  Austraha,  130  gs. 

Palataff,  red  and  white,  calred  October  20,  1869,  by  WUd 
Boy  (26447),  dam  Flower  by  British  Prince  (19364).— 
Parker,  Bootle,  39  gs. 

Eden  Lao^,  red,  calred  March  13,1870,  by  Lord  of  Nnnwick 
(26702).  dam  Fair  Fanny  by  WaUace  (23166).— J.  Lan- 
caster, Penrith,  21  gs. 

Game  Laws,  roan, calred  April  8, 1870,by  Lord  of  Nnnwick 
(26702),  dam  Annie  Gwynne  by  Wallace  (28166).— T. 
Bowstead,  Eden  HaU,  34  gt. 

FitK-Edgar,  roan,  calred  March  6,  1870,  by  Edgar  (19680), 
dam  Fleda'sFaieweU  by  9th  Grand  Duke  (19879)«-G.  H. 
Head,  61  gs. 

Pearl  Seeker,  red  and  white,  calred  March  7,  1870,  got  by 
Game  Boy  (26215),  dam  Pearl  Brooch  by  WaUace  (23166). 
—Scott,  26  gs. 

Waterloo  Commander,  roan,  calred  March  16, 1870,  by  (jame 
Boy  (26216),  dam  Waterloo  22nd  by  KUdonan  (20061).-i 
A.  Graham,  86  gs. 

SUICMAXT. 

46oowf £10610i.4d £4,798   58. 

16bnUa £66   Ss.  8d £1,062  12s. 

61  averaged  £96.  £6,866  17s. 

In  1856,  38  cows  areraged  £44  I8e.,  18  bolls  £33  16s.  6d.» 
and  the  general  arerage  for  56  head  was  £41  6i.  6d.,  amouit* 
ing  to  £2,814  4e. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


284 


THE  FAEMEB'S  MAGAZINK. 


THE    NEWBOURN    HALL    SUFFOLK    SALE. 


On  Wednesday,  Sept.  21,  Mr.  Woltoa's  Snffolk  hones 
were  sold  by  auction  by  Messrs.  Biddell  and  Blenoowe,  and 
Mr.  Bond  (a  joint  firm  on  this  occasion),  and  the  sde  of 
Suffolk  cows  followed  on  the  next  day.  Of  late  years,  no 
one  has  done  more  to  keep  np  the  celebrity  which  Messrs. 
Crisp,  Catlin,  and  Barthropp  gave  the  Snffolk  hooe  than 
Mr.  Samnel  Wolton,  of  Newbonm  Hall.  Indeed,  we 
may  safely  say,  with  animals  of  their  own  breeding  not 
one  of  these  noted  exhibitors  has  been  more  snccessfnl 
than  Mr.  Wolton,  for  of  all  the  prizes  which  ha?e  been 
placed  to  his  credit  scarcely  one  has  been  won  by  an 
animal  not  bred  at  Newbourn  Hall— a  fact  reflecting  no 
little  credit  to  the  judgment  displayed,  and  adding  a 
pleasant  flavour  of  satisfaction  not  always  attending 
success. 

In  our  chronicles  of  noted  Sales,  it  more  often  &Ils  to 
our  task  to  append  an  obituary  sketch  of  the  late  proprie- 
tor. On  the  present  occasion  we  omit  the  notice — for 
the  excellent  reason  that  the  good  old  man  is  still  in 
the  flesh,  hale  and  hearty,  and  if  one  may  judge  by  a 
pleasant  word,  a  quiet  mind  and  a  look  of  contentment, 
we  may  add,  happy  also.  But  Mr.  Wolton  is  a  very  old 
man — ninety  next  March ;  and  in  the  lenith  of  his  fame 
as  a  breeder,  with  sons  in  the  prime  of  manhood  to  canpr 
on  what  he  has  established,  he  wisely  retires  from  busi- 
ness. The  history  of  the  Newbourn  Hall  horse-stock 
dates  a  long  way  back — according  to  the  opening  address 
of  the  officiating  auctioneer,  Mr.  William  Biddell, 
something  like  a  hundred  years.  Points  of  history, 
dates,  and  figures  culled  firom  introductory  speeches  at 
agricultural  sales  are  at  best  put  forth  as  sulgect  to  cor- 
rection. In  the  present  case  we  believe  the  fiujt  to  be  rather 
under,  than  over  stated,  for  in  our  sketch  of  the  rise  and 
progress  of  the  Newbourn  horses  we  may  go  back  almost 
to  the  middle  of  the  last  century.  In  those  days  there 
lived  at  the  Hall  a  certain  Mr.  Higham,  who  bred  and 
patronised,  as  every  farmer  in  the  district  did  at  that 
time,  pure  Suffolk  horses.  In  course  of  time  there  fell 
into  the  hands  of  a  young  man  in  the  neighbourhood,  a 
Mr.  Wolton,  one  of  Mr.  Higham's  daughters,  and  a  few 
years  hiter  all  the  old  man's  horses  also—tiie  lady  by 
marriage,  the  animals  by  valuation.  These  were  the 
parental  ancestors  of  the  present  occupier  of  Newbourn 
Hall.  In  1781  Mr.  Higham  died,  the  son-in-law  took 
the  farm,  and  that  same  year  was  borne  that  honourable 
specimen  of  an  EDglishman  known  by  thepresent  genera- 
tion of  Snffolk  fiurmers  as  "  old  Sam  Wolton  of  New- 
bourn Hall."  The  auctioneer  told  his  audience  that 
Mr.  Wolton's  father  was  "great  in  hones,"  and  if 
you  ask  Mr.  Wolton  what  old  Highham's  were  said  to  be 
like,  he  will  tell  you  "  At  good  as  mine'* — a  character 
those  who  were  present  on  Wednesday  may  regard  aa  rather 
a  high  one,  in  as  much  as  we  learn  that  in  the  said  valua- 
tion the  fint  four  were  put  down  at  £100  the  team ;  but 
price  is  not  always  a  correct  measure  of  merit,  and  if 
their  shoulden  were  a  bit  short  and  straight,  their  crests 
low,  and  their  feet  fiat,  they  were,  no  doubt,  good  in 
their  day.  The  autioneer's  remark  rests  on  a  more 
tangible  p  roof.  That  John  Wolton  was  "  great  in  horses" 
may  be  gathered  from  the  fiact  that  when  the  old  man 
died,  and  the  present  Mr.  Wolton  took  the  £arm,  he  bid 
80  gs.  each  for  the  fint  four  led  into  the  ring,  was  beaten 
off  for  all,  and  had  to  start  his  stud  with  other  animals 
from  the  same  sale,  at  £50  to  £60  a-piece.  This  was  in 
1812,  a  time  when  iannen  were  finsh  of  funds  and  coffen 
that  overfiowed  with  guineas ;  the  produce  of  £1  a  quarter 


wheat  and  half-a-crown  a  pound  wool  being  kept  inbotsdi 
by  late  houn,  port  wine,  and  much  company.  That 
money  was  plentiful,  or  Suffolk  horses  in  great  lepcte, 
one  other  or  both,  may  be  gathered  from  the  piies 
recorded  at  this  and  other  sales,  at  one  of  whick-Sir 
Robert  Harland*s,  at  Bourne  Hall,  Whentetd-ilke  fooi 
best  mares  made  440  gs.,  and  the  foals  40  each,  ftm 
this  time  Mr.  Wolton  has  scrupulously  kept  to  tbe  pare 
stock.  "  If  you  have  a  breed,  kave  a  breed,"  is  owef 
his  standing  maxims,  and  no  one  has  kept  to  this  mm 
persistently.  It  was  not,  however,  till  abort  tweaty 
yean  back  that  Mr.  Wolton  began  to  show  in  ptblk. 
His  fint  essay  was  for  the  sum  of  £3,  for  which  a  certiia 
grand  old  gelding.  Proctor  by  name,  wafted  mbe 
twelve  miles  to  Wick  market,  met  two  oo  tbc 
same  errand,  and  brought  home  the  coveted  Bed 
Rosette,  a  nest  egg  for  the  stable,  not  mnch  in  itidf,  te 
the  fore-runner  to  a  host  of  good  things,  which  in  the 
aggregate  must  have  amounted  to  a  handsome  ram.  lliis 
was  not  all.  Side  by  side  with  Proctor  stood  one  of  old 
Mr.  Catlin's  entries,  beaten  hollow ;  and  in  proportioo  is 
the  joy  of  Butley  over  a  victory,  so  was  the  draretooa  of 
defeat;  for  at  the  dinner  which  followed,  Newboorne 
vexed  Butley  in  no  measured  terms  in  chaff  and  tMstto 
the  last  glass  in  the  bottle.  In  1850  the  oonntjr  dio* 
was  at  Ipswich,  held  then  in  September,  and  here  we  fisd 
Mr.  Wolton  first  with  a  foal  as  big  as  a  yearliog,  ud 
good  looking  to  boot,  as  withal  prononnced  br  tk 
judges  as  the  best  of  fifteen  shown.  A  son  of  Catlia't 
Dnke  out  of  Smiler,  he  was  for  yean  afterwards  tnTefied 
in  West  Suffollk,  to  the  incakulable  benefit  of  the  brad 
in  that  district.  In  1861,  at  Woodbridge,  Proctor  tarn 
up  agau,  pLicing  another  "  three  pounds"  to  Newboorac. 
Doughty  by  Catiin's  old  Boxer  adds  £8  more  to  the  ow 
account,  and  her  foal  gets  first  prize,  and  better  still, 
is  there  and  then  sold  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton  for40gt. 
In  1852,  Proctor  walks  another  SO  miles  or  lo  for  the 
£8  at  Pramlingham,  and  gets  it  too,  while  another  of  the 
Newboume  mares  takes  second  prize  in  a  class  of  ten 
At  this  time  Mr.  Wolton's  name  as  a  breeder «« he- 
coming  pretty  widely  known.  His  stable  was  filled  with 
good  mares,  and  his  pastures  were  dotted  over  with  u 
promising  a  lot  of  young  things  as  one  would  wish  to  see; 
but  a  sorry  year  waa  1868  for  the  Newboune  Hallbonei- 
To  raise  a  stable  of  good  animals  of  one's  own  bree&i? 
is  a  work  of  patience,  of  many  yean,  often  of  a  lifetot 
One  maro  won't  breed,  another  alips  her  foalt  ■ 
third  never  breeds  a  filly,  and  the  filly  foal  of  j 
fourth  dies  at  a  week  old.  Then,  agmn,  what  tronble  vA 
disappointment  come  at  a  later  stage  I  Unsoondness,  i^ 
cident,  and  a  hundred  unforeseen  difficulties  come  betwea 
the  breeder  and  a  team  of  good  animals  of  his  own  lesnas. 
and  in  many  a  case  what  seems  a  promising  start  ends  ni 
utter  Mure.  From  1812  to  1868— more  than  ia^ 
yean— Mr.  Wolton  had  patiently  stuck  to  his  breed  ei 
Suffolk  hones,  and  at  that  time  sure  enoagh  he  bsdi 
stable  any  man  might  be  proud  to  own.  A  man's  fioci » 
liable  to  kmeness,  to  the  rot,  to  fearfiil  losses  i«  t« 
lambing  season;  a  herd  of  the  beat  Shorthoras  msjK 
destroyed  in  a  few  weeks  by  pleupo-pnenmona,  ns- 
derpest,  or  what  not,  and  the  best  breed  of  pig»  ^ 
all  go  wrong  in  a  few  months ;  but  in  a  gwerai  w^ 
a  stable  of  horses  is  subject  to  no  such  nvage.  ^ 
there  are  exceptions  to  every  rule,  and  of  all  the  vi«^|Jr 
to  which  flock,  herd,  or  stud  was  ever  subject,  noUuj 
came  with  such  destructive  devastation  as  in  nnbiowi, 
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iacnnble,  myitoiooB  malady  brought  apon  Mr.  Wolton's 
bona  in  the  year    1853.    In  that    year    in    a  few 
fflODtlu  he  flayed,  young    and  old,  fourteen !    In  one 
week  he  lost  six  snch  mares  aa  it  takes  a  life  time  to 
breed.    The  best  veterinary  ad?ice  was  called  in,  the  most 
ttieatifie  in  the  profession  came  and  gave  advice ;  bat  the 
oMt  aisidnoQS  attention   on  the   living,  the  strictest 
enmiofttion  of  the  dead  failed  to  arrest  this  frightful 
diiaie.    Such  a  calamity  would  have  damped  the  spirit 
ud  redueed  to  despair  many  a  man  who  could  bear  a 
Kood  deal,  too.    But  Mr.  Wolton  ia  not  one  given  to 
deipsir;  he  doesn't  look  as   if  he  were.    Out  of  the 
rannant  of  that    splendid  collection  he  set  to   and 
niied  lomething  hotter  than  ever ;  and  although  for  some 
ftm  after  this   oecurrence   his    name   waa    scantily 
seen  ia  the   catalogues  of  the  day,    he  soon    made 
a  mark  in  theprixe-list  that  he  has  never  ceased  to  maintain. 
Uiiog  the  beat  blood  of  the  day  and  occasionaUy  infusing 
%  frtth  strain  through  a  mare  from  another  stable,  he 
made  amends  by  his  perseverance  for  the  injury  Fortune, 
io  one  sf  her  sternest  modes,  inflicted.    The  "  Brightwell 
flail  mare,"  a  purchase  at  a  long  figure  many  years  ago, 
wu  a  prolifie  aonrce  of  good  animala.    Tliis  was  a  wide, 
iliort-legged,  aetire  mare,  of  no  very  great  siie,  but  of 
trae  Soflblk  stamp,  though  with  a  great  deal  of  white  about 
lier  kgi,  a  point  which  at  all  times  was  but  a  venial  sin 
in  the  Hall  stable ;  for  when  Old  Warrior  waa  bought 
from  Mr.  Crisp,  to  infuse  a  fresh  strain  of  blood  aboot 
twelre  years  ago,  he  startled  the  Newboum  horaemen  not 
a  little  by  malung  his  appearance  in  one  if  not  two  white 
Blockings.    With  thia  animal  he  was  particuLirly  fortu- 
nate, the  white  leg  made  but  little  mark  on  the  well-bred 
wbole-eoloan  he  waa  put  to,  and  hia  wide-fronted,  thick- 
bieked  progeny  Kare  fpreat  satis&ction  both  at  Newboum 
and  Kograve,  where  he  waa  also  extensively  used  by  Mr. 
Wolton's  son.    The  white  stockings  did,  however,  ooca«> 
nonally  make  their  appearance,  and  the  thick-short  neck 
and  faulty  hind  legs  were  there  as  well.    Catlin's  old 
Dnke  left  the  grand  old  prize  winner.  Moggy,  aa  his  best 
representative,  and  the  croas  with  Barthropp'a  Hero  on 
to  the  Brightwell  Hall  blood  reaulted  in  a  aucceaaion  of 
winnera.    Abbey,  a  two  yeara  old  mare,  bought  at  Mr. 
Catlin's   sale   for    185  «.,  paid  her  way  as    the    fo- 
irigaers  took    one    of  her    colts  at    a    long   figure, 
and  another  of  her  progeny,  a  three  years  old  War- 
rior fiUv,  made  76  guineas  at  the  sale  on  Wedneaday. 
The  ataUion  Monarch,  used  hitdy  in  the  pUce  of  hia  sire 
Warrior,  was  out  of  the  old  Mogg^  mare,  and  haa  been  in 
the  beat  place  at  aeveral  competitions  in  the  county  and 
oeighbouring  ahows.    Hia  stock  are  now  two  yeara  old, 
and  what  ia  ever  a  great  point  in  a  sire  they  are  all  of  a 
itamp,  and  that  not  a  very  bad  one.    He  is  sire  of  Mr. 
Wilson's  two  years  old,  which  took  all  the  honoura  at 
Wilden  and  Harleaton  thia  year.    As  a  general  rule  th^ 
IttTe  a  little  bit  too  much  daylight  below — afhult  Monarch 
himself  is  not  quite  free  of }  but  both  sire  and  progeny 
show    plenty    of      quality,    aize,    and     good     colour. 
Neither  Emperor  (Cheater  nor  Harwich)  nor  Canterbury 
Pilgrim  aeemed  to  have  been  used,  though  the  oU  Moggy 
waa  sent  to  Mr.  Biddell's  Abbot,  a  son  of  the  Pilgrim, 
*nd  a  right  good  colt  waa  the  reanlt,  albeit  he  inherita 
the  eolour  of  the  old  mare — ^her  worst  (iault,  and  perhapa 
his  own  too. 

The  stable  aa  submitted  to  the  public  on  Wednesday 
consisted  of  48  head,  includiuK  8  atallious,  8  marea  with 
toals  at  foot,  16  marea  in  foJ,  4  geldinga,  and  6  filliea, 
the  whole  of  which  were  open  to  tiie  purchaaer  who  was 
inclined  to  give  moat  money.  There  was  one  exception — 
the  old  Moggy  mare  waa  to  be  bought  in  at  any 
price,  and  preaented  to  the  aon  who  takea  the  farm. 
The  whole  of  the  animala  oflbred  were  in  beautiful 
condition,  but  not   over-fiit;   and,  on   looking  round, 


we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  were  a 
particularly  sound  collection  of  farm -horses.  Several 
were  bought  by  the  sons ;  but  they  were  buying  as  others 
were  buying,  and  as  the  auctioneer  announced  the  size  of 
Mr.  Wolton'a  family  precluded  hia  favouring  any  branch 
of  it  by  allowing  them  to  pick  the  animals  over,  the  pub- 
lic seemed  well  satisfied  to  enter  into  competition  with 
them.  To  enumerate  the  company  by  name  we  should 
have  to  give  the  entire  list  of  all  those  who  have  come  be- 
fore the  public  in  the  county  of  Suffolk  as  breeders, 
buyers,  or  exhibitors  of  horsea — few,  indeed,  connected 
with  the  trade  were  abaent ;  but  of  foreign  com- 
miaaonera  there  waa  a  aad  want.  Indeed  the  compe- 
tition waa  confined  to  one  or  two  agenta  of  land- 
lords, one  or  two  large  proprietors  who  were  there 
in  person,  and  tenant-fiinners  who  bought  as  something 
more  than  fancy  investments,  though  the  prices  they  gave 
approached  to  fimcv  prices.  The  highest  prices  for  the 
marea  ran  thua :  106,  106,  100,  00,  76  guineas,  or  just 
£100  each  for  the  five  best  marea ;  the  beat  ten  averaging 
a  little  under  80  each,  and  the  whole  atud,  including  stal- 
lions, foals,  &c.,  making  anaveraffeofratherover£61  each. 

Colonel  Wilson,  a  West  Suffolk  landed  proprietor,  who 
is  forming  a  stud  with  great  judgment,  bought  three : 
Lot  112,  by  Warrior,  out  of  the  Abbey  mare,  a  thick-set, 
short  necked  three-year-old— a  very  good  mare,  76  gs. ; 
Lot  180,  an  eleven  years  old  mare  by  Barthropp's  Hero, 
from  the  Bri|;;htwell  Hall  stock,  a  winner  of  several 
prizes,  60  ga. ;  and  Lot  148,  a  two-year-old  filly  by  War- 
rior, out  of  Leiceater  Violet  by  Canterbury  Pilgnm,  90  ga. 
Lot  111,  a  six-years-old  mare  in  foal  to  Monarch,  an 
animal  whose  action  round  the  ring  waa  a  little  feeling, 
waa  knocks  down  to  Mr.  Cordy  for  100  ga.  A  Mr. 
Collina  secured  two  very  aplendid  mares.  No.  113,  a 
winner  at  Oxford  in  July,  at  106  ga.,  three  years  old,  by 
Warrior  and  in  foal  to  Magnum- Bonum  ;  and  114,  a  aix- 
years-old  nuira,  by  Warrior,  out  of  the  Abbey  mare,  a  fre- 
quent winner,  at  the  aame  price.  Lot  116  made  67g8.,  the 
buyer  being  Mr.  Capon — ^perhapa  the  best  bargain  of  dny. 
Mr.  Horace  Wolton  secured  the  next  lot  at  60  gs.,  another 
Warrior,  and  winner  of  two  firat  and  one  aecond  prizea. 
Mr.  Samuel  Wolton,  jun.,  bought  the  foal  from  the  old' 
Moggy  mare  commended  at  the  Sudbury  show,  a  well- 
grown  promising  colt,  for  88  gs.  He  also  took  Monarch, 
the  six-yeara-old  atallion,  for  90  ga.,  as  well  as  Heir- Ap- 
parent, one  of  his  sons,  a  vear  old,  at  94  gs.,  a  very  good 
colt  which  we  shall  no  doubt  hear  of  again.  Peer  of  the 
Realm,  a  aon  of  Biddell's  Abbot  and  the  old  Moggy  mare, 
a  krge  dark-coloured  two-years-old  colt,  shown  several 
timea  this  year,  waa  aold  to  Mr.  Emsou  for  66  gs.,  perhapa 
the  cheapeat  stallion  of  the  day.  Altogether  the  sale  might 
be  considered  satiafactory,  but  the  absence  of  the  foreign 
buyers  reduced  the  average  conaiderably  ;  and  so  &r  Mr. 
Wolton  was  very  unfortunate.  The  French  and  Germane 
have  alwaya  been  large  purchaaera  of  Suffolk  horses,  but 
this  year  they  are  otherwise  engaged,  or  only  want  ani- 
mala for  guna  or  atanring  garrisons — and  Wednesday's 
prices  were  too  high  for  either.  We  must  here  re- 
mark that  neither  vendors  nor  auctioneers  bestowed  any 
trouble  on  pedigree  tables,  aa  few  of  the  marea  had  anv- 
thing  given  beyond  aire  and  dam,  and  not  alwaya  aa  mneh. 
Surely,  after  auch  yeara  of  trouble,  tiie  buyera  ahould 
have  been  fumiahed  with  the  linea  of  blood  the  pur- 
chaaes  embraced  1 

The  Bale  of  blood  red  cattle  waa  on  Thuraday.  Mr. 
Wolton'a  herd  ia  juatly-celebrated,  and  really  the  display 
they  made  waa  quite  creditable.  The  pricea  ranged  up  to 
86  ga.,  the  best  being  bought  by  Mr.  Tavlor,  of  Harlea- 
ton, in  Norfolk.  Mr.  Wolton'a  aona,  Mr.  Clarke  and 
Mr.  Stnbba — all  gentlemen  in  the-eaatem  diatrict.  Bdr. 
King,  from  Ashley  Hall,  Cambridge,  Mr.  Nockwold, 
Bramtree,  Mr.  Collina,  and  Mr.  Loft  also  aeenred  aeveral 
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lotf.  The  ten  bldittt  prieai  avenged  about  £88 
each;  bat,  as  wiw  the  hones,  so  with  the  herd- 
pedigree  seemed  to  be  a  matter  either  totally  disregarded 
or  not  deemed  worth  the  trouble  of  printing. 

Mr.  WoKon  is  sacceeded  at  Newboume  by  his  younger 
son  Horace,  on  whom  of  late  yean  the  management 
of  the  stud,  both  at  home  and  in  the  show-field,  has  en- 
tirely devolved,  and  the  herd  was  almost  of  his  own  selec- 
tion. He  has  secnnd  enough  both  of  horses  and  red 
cattle  to  start  well  on  his  own  aocoont,  and  all  wish  him 


Ood  speed  in  his  endeavoun  to  fbUow  in  the  fooiitepi  d 
his  father.  Mr.  Samuel  Wolton,  the  elder  son,  girei  op 
the  Kesgnre  fimn  to  take  the  lam  occupation  of  Batlqr 
Abbey,  from  whence  the  Lite  Su.  Crisp  and  Mr.  CtUia 
befon  him  sent  forth  their  renowned  SoiSblki  to  Tietor^. 
He  takes  with  him  from  Kesfijave  t  fine  stnd  of  mares, 
and  with  his  selections  from  his  &ther's  stable  ihoold, 
and  we  doubt  not  will,  do  great  things  in  the  ihowyiid, 
and  keep  up  the  character  Batley  Abbey  hsi  tc^Bircd 
throu|;h  his  predecesson. 


IXWORTH  FABMBBS'  CLUB. 


At  the  first  meeting  for  the  scMon,  Mr.  W.  Manfidd  in 
the  chair. 

Mr.  W.  M^TTHiw.  Knettishall,  read  a  paper  on  <*The  growth 
of  beet-root  and  sainfoin  in  connection  with  the  fonr-conrse 
tntem  of  farming,**  as  follows :  I  thought  I  conld  not  do  better 
than  choose  the  subject  I  hare  done,  and  among  the  many 
ressons  for  doing  so  is  that  experience  should  teadi  9s  know- 
ledge, and  now  that  we  have  had  the  experience  of  three  dry 
summers,  with  a  great  deal  of  sun,  I  feel  it  would  be  a  good 
thing  for  us  to  put  together  our  thouffhts  upon  the  matter, 
and  decide  what  is  the. best  thing  to  oe  done  to  meet  such 
wants  as  we  hare  felt  in  such  seasoni  as  these,  and  try  to  hit 
upon  lome  plan  that  will  leave  us  less  dependent  in  future 
upon  our  artificial  grasses,  clovers,  &c.,  and  tend  to  secure  a 
good  plant  of  beet-root,  for  upon  these  two  crops  for  spring 
and  summer  keen,  I  think  we  who  ftirm  light  and  mixed  soils  are 
now  very  dependent.  Another  reason  I  might  give  is,  I  think, 
we  as  farmers  require  a  system  that  will  render  our  farms  more 
self-BOpporting,  or  in  other  words,  lessen  some  of  those  heavy 
items  of  expenditure  for  eake,  artificial  manure,  labour,  &c., 
more  particularly  as  the  sources  from  which  we  draw  these 
supplies  are  beginning  to  fail ;  for  instance,  guano  £5  per  ton 
more  than  it  was  at  one  time,  eake  from  £2  to  £3  per  ton 
more  than  we  used  to  get  it  at,  and  the  quality  of  neither  any 
the  better  for  the  extra  price.  Another  reason  I  could  give  is, 
that  we  should  do  well  to  ask  ourselves.  Is  there  no  plan  by 
which  we  can  increase  the  quantity  of  our  stock  upon  onr 
farms  without  materially  diminishing  the  quantity  01  com  P 
X  will  thus  divide  my  sabjeet  into  three  heads :  1st— These  dry 
summer,  what  are  our  wants  P  how  best  supplied  P  2nd— The 
different  sonroes  of  manure  or  its  equivalent  that  we  have  at 
hand  upon  our  farms.  Srd — Increasing  our  supply  of  green 
food.  Any  suggestion  to  be  of  practiou  value  to  the  farmers 
of  Suffolk  must  be  made  to  fit  in  with  the  four-course  system, 
for  neariy  all  of  us  are  compelled  by  our  agreement  to  farm 
aeoording  to  its  rule,  and  this,  I  must  say,  I  think  one  of  the 
evils  of  farmings— for  when  a  man  hires  a  fmn,  his  landlord 
in  a  great  measure  farms  it  for  him— this  must  neoessarily 
check  that  spirit  of  enterprise,  without  which  no  business  can 
succeed,  nor  can  anything  new  be  tried  and  brought  out ;  but 
but  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  thought  I  am  condemning  the  four- 


course  svstem,  it  has  stood  the  test  of  ages,  and  when  other 
system  have  failed  it  has  been  found  to  succeed ;  but  I  think 
the  failures  of  those  who  have  tried  to  depart  fh>m  it  have 
arisen,  not  so  much  because  it  would  not  answer  ever  to 
do  so,  but  because  they  left  a  system  and  took  to  &rming 
without  any  system  at  all.  1st. — ^Then,  these  dry  summers, 
what  are  our  wants  P  How  best  supplied  P  Taking  a  retro- 
spectfve  view,  the  first  difficulty  we  nad  to  encounter  in  the 
pring  of  1868  was  the  difficult  of  obtaining  a  plant  of  beet- 
root. The  months  of  April,  May,  and  June  being  so  hot  and 
dry,  that  none  of  us  could  get  a  plant  but  those  who  were  for- 
tunate to  have  their  land  cultivated  in  the  Autumn,  and  the 
seed  drilled  by  the  middle  of  April.  The  next  difficulty  of  that 
year  was,  what  were  we  to  give  our  stock,  and  how  to  fill  our 
stackyard.  From  want  of  rain  the  crop  of  dover  was  very 
short,  also  the  mixed  grasses.  The  only  fields  that  did  well 
were  those  planted  with  sainfoin.  Then  the  season  ended  by 
our  discovering  immediately  after  harvest  that  all  our  young 
layen  were  dead,  and  we  must  either  have  gone  without  sheep 
the  ne&t  season  or  been  at  the  expense  of  drilling  them  over 


again.  I  will  now  describe  what  I  tried  myself  sad  tke  re- 
sults. Upon  one  field  of  40  acres  I  drilled  9  peeb  per  ten  of 
common  ^e-grass,  2  pecks  per  acre  of  ItaUsn  xye-gnas,  iped 
of  trefoil,  I  peck  of  white  clover,  i  peck  of  rib  irw.  tb 
result  of  this  was,  it  came  up  well  just  after  the  flnt  tbota, 
but  the  drought  and  sun  again  set  in,  and  the  trefoil  afidnek- 
linff  all  died  off,  but  the  rye-grass  and  rib-grsss  kept  aliT^  ni 
although  it  produced  but  little  food  in  the  cariy  psrt  of  ^ 
following  spring,  it  made  good  feed  in  the  ssauBer.adin 
sheep  and  lambs  settled  upon  it  better  than  any  other  1^ 
I  also  tried  a  mixture  of  Italian  grass,  rib  nsss,  sod  taiea:  1 
bushel  of  winter  tares  per  acre,  3  pecks  of  Itslisn  gn»  pa 
acre,  4  peck  rib  grass  per  acre.  This  mixture  did  vtU,  ud 
produced  a  capital  piece  of  early  feed  with  the  tarei  aad  m 
and  the  rib  eress  and  lye  grass  made  some  after-fiBed,  ud  pro- 
duMd  a  good  fiag  for  the  succeeding  crop  of  wfaest  leaamt 
say  I  prtfer  rye  grass  as  a  preparation  ftnr  wheat,  hat  ipM  cv 
Utfht  lands  it  is  better  than  nothing  at  all,  for  upon  thii  leU 
I  had  not  sufficient  rye  grass  to  finish  the  field  I7  thm  taa 
I  therefore  drilled  it  with  (he  tares  without  the  17s  gnn,  m 
the  wheat  crop  was  this  year  at  least  one  coomb  par  sen  son 
where  the  rye  grass  was  than  where  there  was  no^iog  it  ^ 
On  another  field  I  sowed  one  peck  per  acre  of  trifolinm;  tb 
I  mowed  for  hay,  had  a  far  crop,  and  my  hones  wen  ^ 
fond  of  the  stover,  but  the  wheat  this  year  was  very  Hgbtt^ 
it.    The  best  crop  again  on  my  fkrm  was  the  ssinfain;  iodeed 

the  only  crop  that  did  not  sufTer  fh>m  the  droncbt  lixn^ 
back  to  the  year  1869,  the  plant  of  dover  and  yaiDg  «« 
after  harvest  were  so  good  that  we  all  thought  mis  nnaff 
there  would  be  no  Lick  of  feed,  but  what  has  beea  the  cue? 
The  drought  and  sun  have  again  been  too  serere  fat  our  hjo 
of  one  year's  growth,  and  keep  for  stock  has  not  ton  n 
abundant  as  it  was  last  year,  with  only  the  hsif  plant  oflt.^ 
that  were  left  us.  Tares,  also,  were  a  paitial  crop,  ud^ 
have  sgain  had  the  same  difficulty  in  obtaining  s  plast  of  Wf 
root,  and  only  in  those  fields  that  had  the  antann  tiOigeH 
there  a  plant.  But  the  sainfoins  of  two  sad  three  yem  « 
have  again  done  well,  therefore  proving  that  plant  sUs  to  itiu 
the  severest  drought,  and  now  we  have  again  lost  onr  yoe>8 
layers,  aU  but  the  sainfoin.  I  have  again  drilled  orer  60 acff 
as  follows :  Half  bushel  per  acre  of  Schraederii  hrome  gn«, 
half  bushel  of  Italian  peas  per  acre,  quarter  peck  rib  gw  P^ 
acre,  8  pecks  of  red  suckling.     I  have  not  used  "J^^f 


the  success  of  this  late  feeding  than  I  should  otherviaehi^ 
done ;  and  I  will  now  ask  you  to  follow  ve  as  I  descnM  >! 
system  of  growing;  beetroot  and  sainfoin  upon  my  f*™  >  Pji 
hope  you  will  give  me  your  opinion  of  its  merits^  and  o»r 
such  remarks  as  may  strike  you  as  to  its  general  sdaptaoos  w 
this  neighbourhood.  I  will  suppose  then,  in  the  M  pUe«>.| 
have  600  acres  of  arable  Und  in  my  occupation,  and  I  ttaB«» 
right  te  grow  SO  acres  of  beetroot  in  each  yesr,thepIsBlptf- 
sue  is,  I  take  beetroot  after  barief-«.tf.,  not  kjing  dovn  » 
acres  of  the  bariey  shift  with  sauOl  seeds.  As  son  si  vbtf 
sowing  is  completed,  I  plough  in  the  bari^  ^yt'C! 
deep  earth— say  9  inchea}  then  as  soon  ss  the  hmd  w  h» 
acted  upon  by  the  weather,  I  harrow  and  ridge  us,  tjaon  w 
new  year,  or  earlier  if  I  can;  then  in  Xaroh  or  ipni,  «> '" 
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vMther  pofitiik  I  nuuifa  viUi— ity  14  loadi  per  aen  of 
finiTudmaek,  t  of  a  ton  per  un  of  rape  oakB,  aiid  Sowt.  of 
Mlt,  diillinfftlie  Med  not  later  than  the  middJa  of  ApiL  Thia 
beetroot  will  be  followed  by  wheat.  In  the  mcceeding  spring 
I  drill  in  the  wheat  wainfoia,  rather  over  one  ooomb  per  acre ; 
tiliii  ttinfoia  I  intend  to  lay  three  yean,  to  be  sncMeded  by 
whmi,  in  eonne  with  the  remainder  of  that  ahilt,  thos  making 
the  beetroot  and  sainfoin  fit  in  with  the  four-eoone  eystem. 
Ferfaipe  lome  will  njy  I  am  knng  sight  of  one  of  the 
headi  of  my  labieet,  in  making  nae  of  each  a  heaTy  drees- 
ing  of  manors  for  beetroot ;  bat  I  would  go  farther,  if 
rape  cake  ooald  be  bought  at  £6  per  ton,  I  woold  nae  half 
a  ton  per  acre,  and  taking  into  conaideration  that  thia  field 
is  to  have  no  more  mannre  for  fonr  yeara,  I  think  yon  wiU 
tt7  the  dreaaing  is  not  ezeesaive.  Ttw  eonrae  will  be :  lat, 
BeeteMt  after  barler,  inatead  of  layer ;  2nd,  Wheat  after  beet- 
nut,  in  oonrae ;  3rd,  Sainfoin,  after  wheat  inatead  of  tamipa ; 
4th,  Sainfoin,  inatead  of  bailey ;  5th,  Sainfoin*  instead  of  clover, 
fcc. ;  6th,  Wheat  alter  sainfoin,  in  oonrae.  I  ahonld,  there* 
vpoB,  have  20  acres  in  each  year  to  lay  down  with  aainiiDin, 
aod  20  acres  of  three-year-old  sainfoin  to  come  np  for  wheat 
io  each  vear ;  and.  if  1  aaoceeded  in  getting  a  plant  of  aain- 
finn,  I  ehoflld  alwaya  have  60  aorea  of  aainfoin,  of  three  diffe- 
Rot  agea,  growing  on  my  turn.  Again,  taking  beetroot  after 
barlev,  yoa  aave  the  aatamn  tillage  of  the  hmd.  The  land 
after  barley  ia  in  a  vn^  diiferent  8tate,and  doea  not  raqaire  ao 
maeh  laboor  to  bring  it  into  a  good  tilth  aa  after  wheat ;  the 
preparation  for  wheat  being  to  get  the  land  toeether  aa  mneh  aa 
m  can,  the  preparation  for  beetroot  bebg  to  leaive  the  land  aa 
light  u  yoa  ean.  Again,  taking  beetroot  after  barley  ena- 
biei  fon  to  dean  the  lead  well  before  laying  it  down  with 
■iafoin,  which  ia  to  lay  three  yeara,  and  upon  thia  will  your 
iDccess  mainly  depend ;  and,  aa  practice  is  better  than  theory, 
I  have  ittceeeded  in  obtaining  a  full  plant  of  beetroot  daring 
the  hut  three  yean  grown  in  this  way.  I  have  heard  some 
njt  "A  penn^  earned  ia  aa  good  aa  a  penny  aaved,'*  bnt  I  am 
indined  to  think  that  the  penny  aaTea  is  the  best,  inaamach 
as  the  saving  a  penny  Inoura  no  risk,  when  the  earning  a 
penny  mast  Ana  when  the  laboor  and  seed  question  ia  teated 
m  oonneotion  with  thia  plnn  of  growin|;  beetroot  and  aainfoin 
with  the  ordinary  foor-oonrae*  you  will  find  a  great  aaving 
vin  be  effected.  What  will  then  be  the  value  of  theae  cropa 
opon  thia  120  aerea  of  land  ao  treated  againat  110  aorea  under 
the  foar-^oorae  P  The  next  thing  I  ahould  like  to  introdoce 
for  oar  conaideration  ia  the  different  aourcea  of  manure  we 
have  at  hand  upon  our  farma,  or  ita  equivalent :  lat,  Comea 
the  oianore  fh>m  stock;  2nd,  Beat  is  equivalent  to  manure : 
H  Shade  ia  ditto,  ditto;  4th,  TilUun  to  heavy  land 
is  ditto;  6th,  Sneceasion  of  crops  is  ditto.  We  all  of 
Bi  know  that  stock  can  be  kept  upon  our  farms  with- 
OQt  limit,  if  we  put  our  hands  in  our  pockets  for  pur- 
ehaaedfood-^butirillitpavP  Yes,  half  way.  One  half  from 
the  pocket,  one-half  from  the  green  crops  of  the  fkrm ;  ttieie- 
fbre  if  we  want  to  increase  our  manure  supply  horn  this  source, 
ve  mnst  mcreaae  our  green  cropa  to  make  it  profitable.  Best 
to  land  is  equivalent  to  manure.  When  land  is  laid  down  to 
herbage,  the  future  Ycgetation  which  it  producea  tends,  by  its 
deeompoaition,  to  renovate  the  productive  power  of  the  soil. 
Land  in  thia  atate  ia  aaid  to  be  in  rest,  therefore  will  not  the 
three  years*  aainfoin  be  a  aouroe  of  manure  P  Shade  ia  also 
eooinJent  to  manure.  We  are  all  of  ua  aware  that  a  crop  of 
cTorer  mown  for  hav  ia  a  better  preparation  for  wheat,  than  if 
the  hmd  ia  fed  hare  bv  aheep  during  the  summer  montha,  more 
particnkrly  upon  lignt  land ;  alao  upon  heavy  land  a  atout  orop 
(tfbeanaia  conaidend  a  better  preparation  for  wheat  than  a 
poor  thin  crop  of  beana;  alao  a  good  thick  plant  of  muatard 
IS  better  than  a  light  one,  aa  a  preparatory  crop ;  alao  upon 
oar  lands  when  we  feed  our  olovera  with  aheep  we  find  it  bet- 
ter, as  a  rule^  to  apply  the  dreaaing  of  farmyard  manure  that 
we  intend  for  the  wneat  crop  before  harveat  Doea  not  this 
prove  that  the  land  ahaded  from  the  aun  ia  better  than  if  ex- 
poaed  to  ita  influence  P  Therefore,  may  we  not  aafely  infer 
thatshade is  equivalent  to  mannre  P  TiUage  to  heavy  land  is 
eqiivalent  to  manure.  We  all  know  that  a  well-cultivated 
field  of  heavy  land,  without  manure,  would  produce  a  better 
nop  than  a  field  of  iU-oultivated  laaid  with  manure.  Snoces- 
•ion  of  orops  a  source  of  mannre.  All  plants  grown  and  ear- 
ned off  the  ground  must  necessarily  tend  to  exhaust  the 
■oil ;  bat  plants  which  an  grown  and  suffered  to  decay, 
or  opnaiuiiM  by  animaU  upon  the  Und,  do  apt  exhaoit  the 


MsL  Bone  orops  prepare  the  land  for  ovopt  of  a  different  kind| 
taking  out  of  them  certain  propensities  and  leaving  oertaiit 
deposits  behmd,  thereby  rendering  the  field  more  kind  for 
a  succeeding  cro|^  of  some  other  species.  For  instance,  wa 
all  of  us  Imow  in  practice  that  a  crop  of  dover  without 
manure  ia  a  better  preparation  for  wheat  than  a  pea  atubble 
with  any  fair  amount  of  manun.  The  purchaae  of  artificial 
manure  to  restore  the  fertility  of  our  sou  is  a  very  easy  way 
of  getting  over  the  difficulty ;  but  ia  it  not  very  desirable  that 
ore  should  ask  oursdveo  Have  we  not  aome  undeveloped  aouroes 
of  manure  at  home  that  it  would  be  worth  our  while  to  look 
np  and  bring  outP  and  vrould  it  not  virell  repay  us  to  give  this 

nlon  of  auoceaaion  of  cropa  our  beat  attention  P  The  3rd 
of  my  subject— The  keeping  more  stock :  To  keep  in 
view  profit,  aa  I  Woro  mentioned,  we  must  find  one  half  of 
the  keep  from  the  ^reen  crops  of  the  farm.  Will  not  the 
having  60  acres  of  sainfiBin  increaae  my  food  for  atock,  whether 
it  is  cat  for  hay,  cut  for  soiling  daring  the  summer,  in  the 
yards,  or  whether  it  ia  feed  upon  the  knd  for  aheep  P  I  have 
found  aainfoin  for  horses  and  cattle  in  the  yards  during  the 
summer  months  aurpasa  any  other  green  food,  and  for  chaff 
during  the  winter  for  horses,  cattle  ai^  sheep,  there  is  nothing 
equal  to  it — it  is  both  food  and  physic.  Will  not  having  the 
sainfoin  from  60  acres  of  land,  all  taken  off  thia  60  acrea  and 
conaumed  upon  the  reat  of  the  farm,  enable  me  to  keep  more 
atock,  and  adding  the  other  half  of  cake  or  com,  make  the 
reat  of  the  land  grow  more  com  P  Will  not  the  60  acres  of 
land  requiring  no  manure  for  the  time  it  is  in  sainfoin,  enable 
you  to  manure  more  heavily  the  other  arable  lands  of 
the  fium  P  Will  not  these  20-acre  pieces  of  knd  that 
have  been  treated  in  this  way,  when  it  comea  to  be 
laid  down  vrith  clover,  be  more  kind  for  a  plant,  cut  more  haj, 
or  carry  more  stock,  and  therefore  smjw  more  wheat  P  Will 
not  g^wing  beet-root  in  the  way  I  have  mentioned  enable  na 
better  to  cnltivate  the  fallow  ahiftP  I  have  mostiy  found  thia 
portion  of  the  fallow  the  worat  cultivated  of  any  part  of  the 
arable  land.  Will  it  not  also  enable  ua  to  aow  more  awedes 
upon  our  light  lands,  increasing  the  quantity  of  food  for 
grazing  stock  P  Will  not  the  putting  theae  things  fairly  toge- 
ther compensate  for  the  loss  oi  twenty  acres  of  barley  P  Juid 
will  not  the  having  these  sixty  acrea  in  aainfoin  of  three  dif- 
ferent agea  be  the  best  means  of  providing  against  such  dry 
snmmera  aa  we  have  been  having,  and  also  prove  no  lose  in  a 
seaaon  when  we  have  plenty  of  rainP  To  arrive  at  a  proper 
oonclaaion,  I  will  name  wliat  I  have  had  a  field  of  16  acres  of 
sainfoin  produce  theae  last  three  consecutive  years :  1868— 
first  crop  of  hay,  83  waggon  loads ;  second  crop  fed  by  lambs. 
I860 — ^first  crop  of  hay,  35  waggon  loads ;  second  crjp,  80 
sacks  of  seed.  1870 — first  crop  of  hay,  33  waggon  loads ; 
second  crop  seed,  estimated  66  coombs.  And  here  I  may  add 
1  have  now  the  option  of  taking  it  up  for  wheat  or  letting  it 
lie  another  year,  which  I  intena  to  do,  in  consequence  of  my 
young  seeds  having  failed.  I  shaU  be  following  out  one  of  the 
rules  (if  not  all  of  them)  of  a  great  and  saeoessful  merchant, 
who  had  three  rules  by  which  he  exercised  his  judgment  and 
conducted  his  buainesa,  viz. :  **  Take  an  option  whenever  you 
can.  Cut  abort  your  lossea.  Let  your  profita  ran  on.**  I 
have  not  attempted  to  show  how  to  make  forming  a  paying 
occupation  or  a  profitable  inveatment  for  money ;  that  will 
depend  entirely  upon  the  buaineaa-like  habita  and  judgment  of 
the  man;  but  I  truati  have  introduced  auch  a  aoDjectfor 
this  evening^s  disenasion  as  will  bring  out  your  practical  sag- 
gestions,  and  such  will,  I  fear  not,  prove  a  mutual  benefit  to 
us  all. 

Mr.  Fisoir  asked  how  the  system  of  growing  sainfoin  would 
act  on  heavy  land.  Would  it  not  depend  upon  the  cleanness 
ofthehtndP 

Mr.  FsTO  said  it  mnst  depend  upon  the  chanuster  of  the 
land. 

Mr.  Matthbw  said  if  he  had  heavy  land  he  should  try  it, 
although  he  should  not  be  so  confident  of  suooers. 

Mr.  TisoN  said  he  had  tried  it,  and  it  had  soooeeded,  but  it 
was  a  fovonrable  piece  of  land. 

Mr.  Ferosaid  with  regard  to  sainfoin  on  heavy  land  he 
could  perhaps  give  some  information.  On  a  visit  to  Sussex 
two  years  since,  he  called  on  a  friend  farming  heavy  hmd,  and 
to  hia  astoniahmenti  on  a  chalk  subsoil  he  saw  as  good  a 
plant  of  sainfoin  as  he  had  on  his  own  farm.  But  it  was  useless 
to  grow  it  on  a  stiff  land  unless  it  had  a  chalky  subsoil.  Sain- 
foin was  mitaUe  to  the  kind  of  land  Mr.  If  aUhew  yrw  farming, 
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Hy  lowiag  a  certain  quantity  of  tuet  and  ryo-gran  thqr  got 
iMd  for  the  cattle  where  they  wonld  not  otherwiae  get  it 
Bat  it  then  became  a  qoettion  aa  to  a  wheat  orop.  He  had 
found  a  difficulty  in  producing  a  crop  of  wheat  after  two  luch 
cropa  together.  He  (Mr.  Peto)  saved  a  piece  of  lainfoin  for 
two  years  and  had  a  nice  piece  of  wheat  after  it.  He  re- 
gretted ploughing  up  the  sainfoin  this  year,  but  there  was 
great  difficulty  in  getting  sufficient  hay  and  feed. 

The  CHjLiUf  JLN  said  a  friend  of  his  planted  some  sainfoin  ou 
a  heavy  land  «ith  day  subsoil,  and  last  year  he  had  a  good 
crop  and  this  year  a  better  one.  If  the  soil  was  dry  sainfoin 
would  grow,  but  he  questioned  whether  it  would  grow  if  there 
was  no  chalk.  As  to  the  four-oourse  system  if  it  allowed  one 
crop  to  be  grown  in  succession  for  two  or  three  years  it 
was  a  very  great  improtement  upon  the  old  fonr-eourse 
system. 

Mr.  Matthiw  said  if  he  could  grow  three  green  crops, 
and  show  that  it  did  not  injure  the  land,  no  one  could  get 
damages  from  him.  If  a  tenant  grew  three  crops  of  sainroin 
he  would  not  be  strictly  following  the  lease,  but  he  would  defy 
anyone  to  make  him  pay  damages. 

Mr.  TjLTLOft  asked  the  depth  roots  of  sainfoin  would  run  in 
three  years. 

Mr.  Matthiw  said  he  eould  not  telL  Wheat  went  down 
some  distance,  and  no  doubt  sainfoin  went  down  quite  as  for. 

Mr.  FisoN  said  he  once  traced  the  roots  of  some  wheat  in 
full  vigour  nearly  SO  feet  into  the  ground.  It  is  a  gravelly 
soil. 

Mr.  Pbto  said  that  was  oontrarv  to  what  was  generally 
believed,  as  it  was  said  wheat  stopped  when  it  came  to  graveL 

Mr.  FisoN  said  he  thought,  after  what  had  been  said,  that 
thev  might  venture  to  grow  sainfoin  on  heavy  land. 

Mr.  Matthxw  said  the  stronger  the  oUy  the  more  likely 
would  they  be  to  ^  a  plant,  but  it  was  his  impression  they 
would  not  get  qnanti^. 

Mr.  HAinisoir  said  it  was  his  opinion  that  sainfoin  would 
not  do  on  heavy  land. 

Mr.  Matthiw  said  at  Biddlesworth,  where  he  managed  a 
farm  for  Mr.  Thomhill,  he  had  a  different  tystem  of  growing 
sainfoin.  The  land  was  farmed  on  the  nve-conrse  system, 
three  shifts  of  green  crop  and  two  of  con,  but  he  deviated  in 
this  way—he  kept  one  shift  always  down  in  sainfoin,  which  he 
let  lay  for  Ave  years. 

Mr.  Ha&rison  said  Mr.  Matthew  had  treated  the  subject 
so  ably  that  there  was  little  left  to  say.  He  (Mr.  Harrison) 
should  demur  from  the  system  at  Biddlesworth,  as  in  the 
seoond  round,  which  was  now  begun,  he  believed  the  plant 
would  fail.  He  did  not  think  it  was  safe  to  let  the  lana  rest 
less  than  I'i  years. 

Mr.  Matthew  said  the  land  at  Biddlesworth  had  20  yean 
rest  from  clover. 

The  Chairman  said  they  must  not  overlook  the  other  part 
of  the  question— that  of  growing  beet  in  connection  with  the 
four-course  system. 

Mr.  Sturgkon  said  be  found  the  best  way  of  growing  beet 
on  his  heavy  land  was  to  cultivate  it  by  steam.  He  had  a 
good  plant  ou  the  land  that  was  steam-cultivated,  and  on  some 
other  land  that  was  not  so  cultivated  he  had  not  a  plant.  He 
also  put  on  ten  loads  of  farm-yard  manure  and  quarter  of  a 
ton  per  acre  of  artificial  manure.  He  had  some  land  that 
would  not  grow  beet  or  sainfoin  any  season. 

Mr.  IfATTHBW  asked  what  the  steam  cultivation  cost  per 
acre? 

Mr.  Sturgeon  said  he  cultivated  the  land  twice,  and  it  cost 
S5s.  per  acre,  including  ooaL 

Mr.  f  ISON  said  he  bad  ten  acres  prepared  for  beet,  ma- 
nured with  ten  loads  of  form-yard  manure,  two  cwt.  salt,  and 
a  ton  of  guano.  It  was  after  rye,  and  he  had  a  splendid 
crop. 

Mr.  Deiscoll  said  he  had  found  the  artificial  manure  better 
than  the  farm-yard  manure  for  beet. 

Mr.  Gates  said  Mr.  Matthew's  system  of  growing  sainfoin 
seemed  to  be  a  means  of  losing  money  leu  than  l^  growing 
wheat  at  SSs.  a  coomb.  He  had  been  trying  sainfoin  on  the 
flat,  and  he  did  not  think  it  would  answer.  His  got  eight  saudl 
loads  off  ten  acres. 

Mr.  Pbto  said  he  agreed  with  Mr.  Sturgeon  as  to  the  steam 
cultivation.  If  a  man  had  that  kind  of  limd  and  the  capital, 
he  could  not  employ  his  capital  better  than  in  ploughing  up 
the  land  12  inches  deep.    He  did  not  agree  that  it  wu  right 


it  or  mind  soillaBd  before 


to  put  any  kind  of  manure  on  1 

Christmas.    Where  he  had  foldei  lands  he  put  1 

sheep  on  to  the  turnips  and  such  crops,  and  put  them  on  to 

Uyers  to  fold.    On  a  good  mixed  soil  and  cUy  land  they  oonM 

apply  the  manure  any  time  they  pleased. 

Mr.  FxsoN,  speaking  theoreticaUy,  thought  a  man  would  be 
more  sure  of  a  crop  if  what  could  be  spared  of  farmyard  manirs 
were  put  on  the  land  early  in  the  autumn. 

Mr.  Peto  said  he  spoke  from  eiperienoe.  He  had  pkmgfaed 
his  land  up  nine  inenes  deep  for  beet,  and  in  Febraaiy  he 
should  plough  it  back,  and  then  in  l£areh  he  should  boat  it 
up  and  put  the  manure  on  about  a  fortnight  before  he  put  the 
seed  in. 

Mr.  Goldsmith  said  he  had  grown  sainfbin  40  years,  sad 
at  first  he  found  it  successful.  He  asked  to  be  allowed  to  hm 
100  acres  of  his  land  on  the  five-course  system,  but  he  tra 
glad  to  get  it  back  again.  He  heard  a  ffentleaui  any  that 
sainfoin  should  lay  one  year,  and  he  tried  it  for  eight  years 
but  he  found  it  grew  less  every  year.  He  grew  better  wheat 
after  sainfoin  than  any  other  layer.  He  believed  if  he  had 
taken  sainfoin  with  beet,  he  should  have  done  better.  He 
believed  sainfoin  would  grow  on  chalk  that  was  thoroogfalf 
dry,  and  he  knew  instances  of  chalk  Und  that  was  oold  not 
growing  sainfbin.  m^th  regard  to  beet  he  thought  the  caHj 
cultivation  was  the  best  When  he  ploughed  his  maore 
in  the  autumn,  he  always  had  the  best  beet  If  a  man  had 
heavv  land,  and  wanted  a  crop  of  beet,  he  must  pot  his  haad 
into  hiapoeket. 

Mr.  Witt  was  of  opinion  that  they  should  grow  as  mack 
sainfoin  as  the  Und  would  reasonablv  grow.  Aa  to  mangold 
he  could  grow  better  from  artificial  than  from  farm-yard 
manure,  and  he  had  tried  both ;  and  his  barley  was  quite  as 
good  after  the  one  as  the  other. 

Mr.  Matthew  said  he  should  like  to  know  the  elect  of 
rape-cake  for  beet-root  The  Prench,  who  j^row  sagar-bcct, 
used  it  largely,  and  that  had  increased  the  pnee. 

Mr.  GoLXMMiTH  said  he  had  got  more  per  acre  off  the  laad 
on  which  he  had  put  rape-cake  than  he  had  off  other  land. 

The  Chairman,  in  summing  up  the  discussion,  said  that 
beet  and  sainfoin  were  too  expensive  crops,  and  especially  the 
former.  The  fewer  acres  of  beet  they  grow  the  oetter,  tsd 
their  aim  should  be  to  grew  the  greatest  quantity  of  roots  oo 
the  smallest  quantity  of  Und.  With  regard  to  sainfoin  he 
could  say  very  little.  He  had  tried  it,  although  with  partial 
success,  but  intended  to  grow  it  again,  and  should  so  between 
the  spitm  advocated  by  Mr.  Matthew  and  that  advocated  by 
Mr.  Gokkmith.  He  fMr.  Manfield)  should  first  grow  a  not 
crop,  to  be  followed  by  barlev,  to  be  followed  by  sainfoia,  to 
stand  again,  and  this  he  should  follow  by  wheat  After  wkeat 
he  should  put  bariey,  and  thus  miss  a  second  wheat  crop. 
Sainfoin  produced  more  stover  and  more  money  per  acre  thaa 
any  other  green  crop  of  the  clover  tribe  they  eoald  grow. 
Mr.  Matthew  had  spoken  of  ryegrass,  hut  that  would  belhe 
last  thing  that  he  (the  Chairman)  would  grow  ifhecoald 
help  it 

Mr.  Matthew,  in  replying,  said  he  quite  amed  wiih 
letting  the  sainfoin  lav  only  two  years  if  a  man  oonm  not  keep 
hU  land  clean ;  but  if  he  was  going  to  take  two  fallow  crops 
as  they  came  round,  he  should  let  it  lay  three  or  four  jesn. 
To  secure  a  crop  of  sainfoin  to  Uy  three  years  the  laad  sboaM 
be  in  the  best  condition. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Matthew  for  hu  paper  «m 
agreed  to. 


THE  NEW  MABKETS  AT  DONCABTEB.— The  fo«. 
datum  stone  of  the  new  Com  Kichange  and  the  south  east 
wing  of  the  market-house  was  laid  by  tne  Mayor,  Mr.  A.  J- 
Smith,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  concourse  of  people,  oa 
Thnnday  afternoon.  The  market  improvementa  ofl)oacaater 
are  amongst  the  most  important  works  whieh  Uie  Oorporatioa 
have  undertaken.  These  extensions  will  not  only  supply  a 
great  want  as  a  eora  exchange,  but  will  add  another  arefai- 
teetural  ornament  to  the  town.  Besides  thia,  the  inhabitaati 
will  also  have  a  spacious  hall,  which  nmy  be  used  for  puUic 
meetings,  assemblies,  coneerts,  and  their  iike,and  willaferd 
acoommodation  to  a  greater  number  of  penons  than  any  place 
at  present  existing. 
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hX    THE     XORTH£R.\'      FARM£H. 


It  will  be  coDceded  by  most  men  ioteresled  in  or  con- 
neeted  with  agriculture  that  the  man  who  makes  fewest 
efaanges  has,  in  the  long  run,  the  greatest  chance  of  snc- 
ens,  and  is  most  likely  to  attain  a  competency  for  his 
declining  years.  By  this  we  do  not  mean  or  allude  to  in 
inj  way  the  man  of  stubborn  spirit,  or  possibly  dull 
intellect,  who  sees  no  necessity  for  change,  but  is  perfectly 
satisfied  with  old  modes  of  farming,  breeds  of  cattle,  and 
implements  of  old  style  merely  because  they  are  old  and 
did  very  well  for  those  who  came  before  him.  Such  men, 
uoless  highly  faronred  by  fertility  of  soil  or  other  fortui- 
tous circumstance  which  gives  them  an  advantage  over 
others  in  the  same  business,  must  go  down,  and  every 
incceeding  year  finds  their  numbers  lessened  and  their 
places  taken  by  men  who  by  having  been  better  educated 
and  possessing  more  tact,  see  the  necessity  of  availing 
themselves  of  all  the  advantages  and  labour-saving  appli- 
ances which  a  progressive  age  has  phced  within  their 
reach. 

The  cLiss  we  particularly  refer  to  are  those  who  are 
constantly  changing  their  mode  of  farming  to  meet,  as 
they  suppose,  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  selling  off  their 
dairy  stock  to  get  into  sheep,  or  breaking  up  permanent 
paetore,  and  doing  away  in  a  great  measure  wiih  live 
stock  for  the  purpose  of  growing  an  increased  quantity  of 
corn  because  the  price  of  that  commodity  is  temporarily 
good.  Some  men  at  almost  regularly  recurring  intervals 
have  an  auction  at  their  farms,  the  public  notice  of  which 
ioTaiiably  states  that  in  consequence  of  a  change  in  their 
Bjstem  of  farming,  a  portion  or  the  whole  of  tne  present 
itock  and  many  of  the  implements  are  no  longer  required, 
and  will  be  disposed  of  by  public  sale.  Such  a  line  of 
eondact  pursued  by  a  farmer,  we  look  upon  as  highly 
dangerous  to  his  present  interests  and  future  well-doing, 
and  he  must  have  more  than  an  ordinary  share  of  luck  if 
he  benefits  in  the  long  inn  by  the  repeated  changes  which 
lu3  stock  and  style  has  undergone. 

Sappose,  for  instance,  the  case  of  a  man  breaking  up  a 
portion  of  permanent  pasture  for  the  purpose  of  growing 
sure  com  than  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  doing,  merely 
because  that  article  for  the  time  being  bears  a  relatively 
higher  value  than  it  had  done  for  some  years  past,  and 
displacing  a  portion  of  his  live  stock  to  enable  him  to  do 
ao.  The  probability  is  that  by  the  time  he  has  the  com 
ready  for  sale,  a  reaction  has  taken  place,  shippers  having 
lud  their  attention  attracted  to  the  very  thing  that  in- 
daced  him  to  break  up  his  land,  grain-ships  crowd  into 
^trj  port,  and  the  markets  everywhere  are  speedily 
lowered  and  equab'zed.  So  quickly  is  this  now  done,  and 
aoch  a  short  period  is  permitted  to  eUpse  after  the  mar- 
kets have  risen  so  much  in  these  islands  as  to  afford  a 
margia  of  profit,  that  it  has  become  nearly  an  impossi- 
bility  to  catch  a  paying  price  with  a  specially  grown  crop. 
In  like  minner  lou  is  frequently  experienced  with  live 
atock,  when,  after  a  year  or  two  of  good  prices  for  certain 
descriptions,  a  &rmer  is  induced  to  alter  his  mode  of 
management  so  as  to  have  all,  or  nearly  all,  his  animals 
of  one  sort,  and  ready  for  sale  at  the  period  of  the  year 
his  recent  experience  led  him  to  expect  prices  wonld  be 
high.  This  mistake  seems  to  be  easier  and  most  fre- 
quently made  with  fat  cattle  and  in  sheep  breeding,  and 
from  the  fact  of  numbers  simultaneously  following  the 
Mffle  course  and  adopting  the  same  line  of  argument  Ui 


making  their  arrangements^  the  markets  are  almost 
sure  to  be  glutted  at  the  very  season  they  were  previously 
scarce,  and  as  sales  must  in  general  be  forced,  the  profits 
are  scarcely  perceptible,  even  should  actual  loss  be 
avoided.  A  mode  of  farming  which  combines  regularity 
in  the  quantity  of  both  white  and  green  crops  grown  each 
year,  sustaining  an  easily-ascertained  and  regular  number 
of  stock  both  summer  and  winter,  must  obviously  be  a 
much  safer  system  for  a  farmer  to  follow  than  that  which 
attempts  a  change  in  one  or  more  of  its  departments 
every  other, year.  When  a  system  is  followed  with 
unvarying  regularity  for  a  succession  of  years,  the  man 
who  carries  it  out  has  an  opportunity  of  learning  his 
business  thoroughly.  He  finds  out  the  best  market  for 
his  produce,  or  may  even  succeed  in  making  a  local  mar- 
ket for  some  portion  of  it ;  he  can  calculate  almost  the 
exact  amount  of  food,  and  balance  his  animals  accord- 
ingly. The  quantity  of  manure  made  is  as  nearly  aa 
riible  proportioned  to  the  breadth  of  land  required  to 
gone  over ;  and  his  having  something  of  everything 
does  away  in  a  great  measure  with  the  danger  of  heavy 
loss.  A  rotation  of  crops,  based  on  sound  principles, 
and  embracing  as  far  as  possible  all  the  elements  of 
flfood  husbandry,  is  assuredly  the  best  safeguard  for  both 
the  owner  and  cultivator  of  the  soil,  the  interests  of  both 
being  protected,  and  their  prosperity  ensured  just  in  pro- 
portion to  the  striugency  with  which  its  conditions  are 
enforced.  We  seldom  hear  a  farmer  speak  of  extending 
by  a  year  the  rotation  which  he  is  bound  to  follow,  the 
extension  consisting  in  taking  a  second  corn-crop  in  suc- 
cession, withont  much  doubting  the  propriety  of  the 
course  which  he  proposes  carrying  out,  as  unleu  the  kmd 
is  very  good  indeed,  the  hay-crop,  which  succeeds  as  well 
as  the  subsequent  grazing,  is  impoverished  in  an  exact 
ratio  to  the  weight  of  the  crop  so  taken.  The  pasture 
will  be  noticeably  deficient  in  succulence ;  slow  to  make  a 
start  in  spring ;  growth  easily  checked  by  dry  weather  in 
summer ;  and,  as  an  unfailing  consequence,  the  field  will 
be  unable  to  keep  the  number  of  stock,  which  under 
more  favourable  circumstances  it  might  easily  have  sus* 
tained.  Even  when  again  broken  up,  the  scourging  crop 
will  show  by  a  feebler  vegetation,  neither  com  nor  straw 
being  up  to  the  mark ;  and  the  soil  will  not  recover  its 
fuU  vigour  and  strength  until  it  has  got  a  liberal  dressing 
of  Carm-yard  manure.  We  altogether  disbelieve  in  the 
renewing  influence  which  stock  exert  on  pastnr3-laud 
which  has  been  laid  down  in  poor  condition,  although  it 
is  an  idea  by  which  many  men  are  beguiled,  and  indnced 
to  crop  severely  in  the  expectation  that  when  in  grass  the 
stock,  particularly  sheep,  will  make  it  all  right.  Carefdl 
consideration  ought  to  make  it  apparent  to  all  interested 
in  the  mntter  that  before  the  animals  can  improve  the 
herbage,  they  must  be  fed  themselves ;  and  if  the  field 
has  nothing  under  the  surface  from  which  the  roots  of 
the  grasses  can  derive  nourishment,  it  is  vain  to  expect  a 
vigorous  or  abundant  growth.  Hence,  but  a  small  num- 
ber can  be  kept  on  such  land,  and  those  probably  barely 
able  to  keep  themselves  in  store  condition;  the  cash 
return  for  the  season  is  almost  ml ;  and  the  pasture  has 
not  visibly  altered  for  the  better.  In  the  course  of 
another  year  the  improved  grasses  begin  to  die  out  for 
want  of  nourishment ;  moss  spreads  itself  like  a  carpet ; 
the  herba|^  becomes  coarse  and  sour,  indicated  by  its 
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being  rqected  by  tbe  cattle,  mid  left  in  large  tufU  all 
oirer  the  field ;  and  the  improyement  which  was  calcu- 
lated on  BO  hopefully  ends  in  disappointment  and  loss. 
The  extended  introduction  of  portable  manures  has  often 
tempted  men  to  take  advantage  of  their  land,  with  the 
view,  it  may  be,  of  getting  over  a  temporary  difficulty  by 
BO  doing ;  and  corn  has  been  taken  after  turnips  grown 
with  guano  and  phosphates,  and  the  land  laid  down  in 
ordicary  course,  without  getting  a  particle  of  dung,  and 
the  roots  drawn  from  the  field  on  which  they  were  grown, 
and  consumed  elsewhere ;  or  probably  sold  off  the  farm 
altogether.  Lessening  the  live-stock  on  a  farm,  with  the 
view  of  growing  both  green  and  white  crops  nearly 
altogether,  with  the  assistance  of  artificials,  is  about  the 
most  suicidal  policy  a  farmer  could  contrive  to  follow. 
At  first  it  is  rather  attractive,  and  offers  some  advantages ; 
one  of  the  most  apparent  being  the  saving  of  labour  iu 
the  collection,  carting,  and  application  of  manure.  A 
couple  of  horses  may  be  dispensed  with,  and  probably  a 
few  hands,  less  or  more,  according  to  the  size  of  the 
occupation,  and  for  a  time  the  expenditure  is  sensibly 
diminished.  On  a  farm  in  good  heart  this  course  may 
be  followed  for  a  year  or  two  to  tide  over  a  difficulty ; 
and  if  done  judiciously,  may  possibly  reinstate  the  far- 
mer in  his  former  position  of  independence,  and  enable 
him  to  keep  a  full  stock  of  cattle  for  the  manufacture  o. 
the  indispensable  article,  dung.  To  persist  in  using  con- 
centrated manures  solely,  can  only  have  one  ending,  and 
that  is  ruin.  Objecting  so  strongly  to  that  mode  of 
farming,  which  to  distinguish  it  from  a  fixed  system  of 
husbandry  may  be  styled  erratic  or  occasional,  we 
necessarily  admire  the  forethought  and  wisdom  displayed 
in  those  leases  which,  under  liberal  covenants  to  the 
tenant,  yet  bind  him  down  to  follow  a  certain  fixed 
rotation,  which  observation  and  experience  has  fully 
demonstrated  to  be  most  suitable  to  the  peculiarities  and 
character  of  the  soil  which  he  has  undertiJcen  to  cultivate. 
To  have  permission  to  alter  the  arrangements  of  the 
lease  ;  particularly  with  regard  to  introducing  another 
corn-crop,  we  look  upon  as  being  but  a  verv  doubtful 
privelege ;  more  likely  to  injure  than  benefit  the  lessee ; 
the  immediate  monetary  return  being  eventually  ^^^l- 
lowed  up  in  restoring  the  land  to  its  original  condition. 
It  takes  a  very  clear-headed  and  talented  man  to  manage 
a  farm  on  which  the  business  is  conducted  irregularly,  the 
deterioration  of  the  soil,  the  changing  character  of  the 
seasons,  and  the  fickleness  of  the  produce  markets,  all 
combining  to  render  it  an  impossibility  to  calculate  with 
any  kind  of  precision  what  product  will  succeed  best ; 
and,^  moreover,  bring  the  largest  amount  of  money  for  the 
coming  season.  There  can  scarcely  be  an  error  committed 
in  growing  too  great  an  extent  of  green-crop ;  yet,  a 
large  breadth  is  too  frequently  avoided,  probably  on 
account  of  the  cultivation  being  elaborate  and  expensive, 
and  the  return  not  quite  so  quick  as  is  the  case  with  com, 
unless  sold  direct  off  the  farm — a  mode  of  disposing  of 
them  which  is  counted  such  very  bad  farming  as  to  deter 
any  one  from  attempting  it,  unless  under  circumstances 
peculiarly  exceptional.  Now  a  well-manured  green-crop, 
forced  into  rapid  and  succulent  growth  by  a  well  pre- 
pared soil,  is  in  the  end  the  cheapest  and  best  paying 
crop  a  man  can  grow,  as  its  characteristics  are 
essentially  restorative.  During  the  earlier  stages  of 
its  growth  the  land  is  cleaned  and  stirred,  and  thus  re- 
ceives all  the  beneficial  effects  of  atmospheric  infiuence 
which  it  could  have  had  if  under  a  plain  fallow.  The 
more  these  crops  are  forced,  and  the  greater  the  success 
achieved  in  their  cultivation,  the  less  do  they  take  from 
the  soil  by  the  absorption  of  its  manurial  constituents. 
It  requires  no  scientific  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the 
practical  farmer,  who  has  been  at  all  observant  of  the 
processes  going  on  yew  after  year  under  his  immediate 


observation,  to  show  him  that  all  plants  having  lirge 
leaves  act  beneficially  on  the  soil.  Experience  shows  him 
that  when  the  surface  of  the  fcround  is  covered  with  thii 
kind  of  vegetation  it  is  warmed,  and  weeds  are  destroyed 
by  the  shade.  Moreover,  by  means  of  the  largely  ex- 
panded surface  spread  out  to  the  atmosphere  in  the  ih&pe 
of  leaves,  the  crop  is  enabled  to  absorb  much  of  the 
nourishment  which  it  rec^uires  from  the  air  itself,  becom' 
ing  less  and  less  exhaustive  of  the  soil  as  the  leavet  ire 
developed.  Again,  the  roots  of  the  turnip  and  mangold 
being  taken  up  before  they  have  made  any  attempt  to 
perfect  their  seeds,  a  fruitftil  source  of  exhanstioa  is  at 
once  avoided,  and  the  soil  retains  the  manure  bot  little 
altered  in  its  character  for  the  support  of  sueeeediog 
crops. 

We  know  of  no  rotation  capable  of  being  so  oniTinally 
adopted  on  light  and  medium  land  as  the  fonr-coane, 
modified  or  extended  as  local  circumstance  or  climatic 
influence  may  render  suitable  or  obligatory.  It  emhrace 
all  the  elements  of  good  husbandry ;  its  very  foondatioB 
being  the  thorough  cleansing  of  the  land  from  weeds, 
and  the  restorative  and  exhausting  crops  being  so  eqoallj 
balanced,  there  is  no  danger  of  deterioration,  if  the  rules 
of  good  husbandry  are  carefully  attended  to.  To  keep 
up  the  large  supply  of  manure  which  is  yearly  required,  a 
heavy  stock  must  be  constantly  kept,  so  that  erery  thing 
in  the  shape  of  green  crop,  clover,  and  cultivated  grasies 
can  be  consumed  on  the  farm,  and  converted  ioto  this 
invaluable  fertilizer.  By  carrying  out  this  system,  the 
idea  with  which  we  started,  and  which  forms  the  heading 
of  this  paper,  viz.,  the  equal  "  distribution  of  stock  and 
crop  on  a  farm,"  becomes  realized.  The  breadth  of  roots 
grown  each  season  even  on  a  small  occupation  being  con- 
siderable, a  correspondingly  large  number  of  animals  can 
be  carried  through  the  winter,  and  thus  a  continuous  sys- 
tem of  reproduction  becomes  inaugurated  and  sastaiiied. 
In  exact  proportion  to  the  success  attained  in  one  leasoi 
will  be  the  power  to  prepare  and  collect  abundant  mat^ 
rial  for  the  sustenance  of  the  succeeding  crop,  and  lay  > 
solid  foundation  on  which  to  rear  a  wdl<eamed  and  isb- 
stantial  prosperity. 

It  is  singular  that  the  four-course  system  can  ecartelr 
be  profitably  carried  out  in  its  integrity  outside  the  Musty 
in  which  it  originated.  This  more  especially  applies  to 
growing  wheat  after  clover,  and,  although  repeatedly  tried  ia 
the  sister  countries,  invariably  proves  so  nnsnecessfol  that 
it  has  to  be  given  up.  We  saw  it  ourselves  persevered  in 
for  several  years  by  as  clever,  patient,  and  enthusiastic  a 
man  as  one  could  well  wish  to  meet ;  and  he  had  rcluc* 
tantly  to  give  the  matter  up.  He  could  not  conceive  that 
what  did  so  well  for  him  in  Norfolk  should  not  do  else- 
where i  but,  although  he  succeeded  splendidly  with  elover, 
the  produce  of  a  statute  acre  of  wheat  could  not  he 
forced  over  eighteen  bushels,  and  that  amount  wis 
reached  only  in  a  very  favourable  season.  Where  wheat 
will  not  sacceed  as  the  opening  crop,  oata  must  be  sohsti- 
tuted,  barley  being  still  continued  as  the  laying-dowu 
crop,  although  on  good  land  wheat  is  freouently  taken  in- 
stead. The  temptation  at  this  stage  of  the  course  is  ^^ 
great  to  take  the  second  corn  crop,  and  the  argnmeots  a 
favour  of  doing  so  which  present  themselves  to  a  man  s 
mind  are  peculiarly  seductive.  If  heavy  expense  baa  heea 
gone  to  in  preparing  for  the  root  crop,  and  the  land  con- 
sequently in  good  condition,  it  appears  but  a  trifling 
matter  to  Uke  wheat  first  and  then  barley,  the  latter  being 
of  superior  quality,  and  a  better  crop  than  it  would  hare 
been,  if  taken  immediately  after  the  roots,  and  beside 
being  so  much  safer  to  lay  down  with  than  wheat.  The 
second  com  crop  may  possibly  not  be  so  injurious 
when  followed  by  one  year  s  clover,  but  when  sown  down 
for  one  year's  hay  and  one  or  more  year's  pasture,  ;t  tells 
surprisingly  J  wd,  agaln^  oa  thp  opmiing  crop  it»  eiJWl 
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are  extremely  notieeeble.  By  towing  mixed  greaseft  and 
doTers,  and  pasinring  for  a  season,  the  foar-coorse  be- 
cornea  eitended  to  a  five  or  six -course,  as  the  case  may 
be,  and  in  this  way  becomes  extremely  conveaient  on  the 
thinner  soils,  rendering  the  work  less  laborious  and  re- 
eroiting  the  land  by  a  short  period  of  rest.  This  proves 
of  immense  advantage  to  the  green  crops,  all  the  varieties 
being  extremely  shy  growers  on  land  long  worked  and 
loose  of  texture,  but  delighting  in  fresh  land  newly  broken 
up,  even  although  so  coarse  and  lumpy  as  to  appear  al- 
most unfitted  for  the  reception  of  their  small  seeos. 

By  extending  the  rotation,  a  better  opportunity  is 
afforded  for  holding  over  a  stock  of  breeding  ewes  and  a 
burger  stock  of  cattle  for  the  summer  than  could  other- 
wise be  managed.  When  a  dairy  stock  is  kept  and  the 
calves  reared,  the  young  cattle  can  be  held  over  more 
conveniently,  coming  in  handy  to  tie  up  for  stdl-feeding, 
and  the  fioiner  becomes  in  a  great  measure  independent 
of  the  markets,  useful  stores  runniDg  so  high  in  the 
autumn  faura  when  in  such  general  demand,  that  the  obtain- 
ing of  anything  like  a  fSsir  profit  on  their  keep  for  the 
winter  is  becoming  every  season  more  problematical.  By 
so  arranging  the  crop  and  stock  of  an  arable  farm  as  to 
have  both  summer  and  winter  food  in  abundant  supply 
for  all  the  animals  reared,  selling  nothing  until  so  well 
finished  as  to  be  incapable  of  improvement,  all  the  profit 
that  can  be  extracted  from  them  is  secured  to  the  breeder. 
Another  very  important  advantage  which  accruea  to 
the  fanner  when  in  a  position  to  dispense  with  the  pur- 
chase of  extra  stock  is  the  immunity  from  contagious 
disease  which  he  enjoys.  He  may  not  always  escape,  the 
approach  of  distemper  of  any  kind  being  so  insidious  as 
to  frequently  baffle  all  arrangements  for  its  exclusion 
however  carefully  made,  but  his  chances  of  doing  so 
are  infinitely  greater  tiian  when  animals  that  have 
travelled  long  distances  are  periodically  introduced  to  his 
pastures  or  stalls.  Many  men  have  been  crippled  in  their 
reaources  for  years ;  nay,  brought  to  ruin's  ver^e  by  the 
introduction  of  one  diseased  animal,  no  notice  bemg  taken 
of  the  danger  until  numbers  had  been  contaminated  and 
the  mischief  irreparable.  CareruUy  bred  cattle,  well-fed 
from  their  birth,  are  more  uniform  in  their  character  and 
general  outline  than  those  usually  picked  up  at  markets 
and  fairs,  and  being  inured  to  both  climate  and  soil,  escape 
those  checks,  frequently  severe  in  their  nature,  which 
bought  cattle  too  often  experience,  and  which  are 
altogether  unavoidable  if  they  have  been  reared  in  a 
more  sheltered  district  than  that  to  which  they  have  been 
brought,  or  on  better  land. 

The  same  argument  applies  equally  well  to  sheep,  as  if 
a  breeding  stock  is  kept  its  owner  has  an  opportunity  of 
studying  and  improving  on  every  point  where  he  imagines 
there  is  a  deficiency — wool,  mutton,  and  milking  property 
all  coming  under  his  intelligent  supervision,  and  gradually 
worked  up  to  a  useful  standard,  becoming  diatinquished 
in  a  few  years  by  uniformity  of  type,  possessing  a  fair 
ahare  of  every  quality  that  constitutes  a  good  sheep. 
Above  all  things  he  can  improve  his  own  position  and  the 
character  of  his  flock  by  judicious  crossing  with  a  view 
to  enlarging  the  milking  capacity  of  the  ewes,  as,  how- 
ever well  bred,  if  they  are  poor  nurses  maturity  is  de- 
layed, and  under  the  most  favourable  conditions  the 
namber  of  puny  lambs  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  those 
marketable,  or  really  worth  holding  over  as  likely  to 
torn  out  paying  store  stock.  Bought  sheep  very 
frequently  prove  troublesome,  if  from  a  district  or  farm 
where  it  was  not  usual  to  feed  with  roots  in  winter,  as 
they  win  starve  almost  before  they  can  be  induced  to 
touch  a  turnip.  The  sheep  bred  on  an  arable  farm  being 
used  to  roots  during  their  first  autumn  and  winter,  wiU 
sabsiat  wholly  on  them  at  any  ftiture  period,  if  by  severe 
weatto  they  are  excluded  bom  being  able  to  pick  up  a 


living  on  the  pastures.  Cutaneous  disease  mav  never  be 
known  by  a  man  frt>m  youth  to  age  who  breeds  his  own 
stock;  whereas  if  he  makes  frequent  purchases  he  can 
scarcely  avoid  its  occasional  introduction  by  any  amount 
of  care,  forethought,  or  experience.  The  lou  from  this 
cause  alone  is  drndfully  severe,  and  the  annoyance  beyond 
expression,  when  it  becomes  established  in  a  large 
flock — ^years  sometimes  elapsing  before  it  is  thoroughly 
eradicated. 

The  ever-present  difficulty  with  the  arable  &rmer  is  the 
keying  up  of  a  regular  supply  of  fertilizing  matter  with 
which  to  nourish  the  crops  and  recoup  the  soil  for  the 
continual  draiji  upon  its  permanent  resources.  It  is  the 
husbandman's  interest  to  take  as  much  out  of  it  as  possi- 
ble ;  yet,  while  he  does  so,  he  cannot  afford  to  transgress 
the  rules  of  good  husbandry,  or  at  best  but  negligently 
attend  to  them,  as,  if  he  does  so,  the  earth  will  in  a  very 
short  time  refuse  to  yield  a  profitable  increase. 

Manure  can  only  be  made  on  the  farm  by  keeping  a 
large  number  of  well-fed  animals,  and  even  with  the  very 
utmost  that  can  be  done  in  that  way  the  quantity  will  be 
short,  unless  purchased  food,  either  bulky  or  concentrated, 
is  brought  to  the  fium  and  consumed  there.  When 
favourably  situated  for  procuring  bulky  manures  at 
moderate  cost,  the  farmer  may  grow  whatever  crops  he 
may  think  .likely  to  pay  him  best ;  but  when  from  re- 
moteness of  situation  such  a  supply  is  denied  him,  he 
must  of  necessity  give  a  preference  to  those  which,  by 
being  consumed  at  home,  leave  a  considerable  residuum 
for  the  nourishment  of  the  soiL 

Potatoes,  when  they  escape  disease,  pay  remarkably 
well,  and  most  men  like  to  have  a  few  acres  of  the  earliest 
varieties  for  sale,  the  amount  of  money  made  by  them 
being  large,  and  the  return  immediate.  Now  this  crop, 
although  chissed  as  ameliorating  or  restorative,  is 
only  partially  so,  inasmuch  as  although  it  requires 
to  be  well  manured,  and  gives  an  opportunity  for  cleaning 
and  stirring  the  soU,  and  thus  forms  an  excellent  prepara- 
tion for  a  paying  crop,  it  yet  robs  the  land  thus  far,  that 
being  sold  off  the  farm,  it  returns  nothing  in  the  shape  of 
manurial  constituents  for  the  sustenance  of  future  crops. 
No  one  knowing  the  importance  of  the  potato  to  the 
rent-paying  farmer  would  think  for  a  moment  of  recom- 
mending a  reduction  in  the  breadth  grown  for  the  reason 
above  stated ;  but  keeping  that  line  of  argument  in  view, 
he  may  with  great  propriety  recommend  the  purchase  of 
all  the  manure  required  for  the  potato  crop,  so  that  the 
roots  may  have  the  advantage  of  the  home-made  dung, 
and  a  full  breadth  grown  without  having  to  resort  too  ex- 
tensively to  portable  fertilixers.  Potatoes  do  well  on  the 
manure  from  large  towns,  and  this  should  be  trusted  to 
in  every  ease  where  it  can  be  procured  at  all  economically, 
whether  by  road,  water,  or  rail.  Five,  ten,  or  twenty 
acres  managed  this  way  every  year  according  to  size  of 
occupation,  is  of  immense  benefit  to  the  man  who  car- 
ries it  out,  as  he  can  by  the  use  of  this  extraneous  manure 
grow  a  crop  which  pays  all  expenses,  heavy  though  they 
may  be,  and  leaves'  a  good  profit,  besides  benefiting  the 
land  through  every  crop  in  the  rotation. 

In  this  paper  much  stress  has  been  kid  on  the  necessity  of 
keeping  a  heavy  stock  constantly  on  the  farm ;  yet  some 
care  must  be  exercised  to  provide  a  proportionate  amount 
of  food,  and  to  have  it  for  every  season,  otherwise,  instead 
of  profit,  the  year's  transactions  will  end  in  loss.  The 
farmer,  who  is  over-stocked,  is  always  in  trouble;  in 
spring  he  must  stock  the  pastures  too  early  for  the 
want  o'f  house-food,  and  in  autumn  he  must  permit  the 
cattle  to  remain  in  the  fields  until,  through  exposure  to 
bad  weather  and  insufficiency  of  food,  they  become  greatly 
reduced  in  condition.  If  to  avoid  this  he  begins  early  on 
his  store  of  roots  and  hay,  he  is  run  out  probabW  in 
March|  the  yery  seaaon  when  the  lengthening  day  aoa  thtt 
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chilly  cutting  winds  cause  increased  consumption,  and  & 
struggle  of  some  kind  must  be  made  to  hold  them  over 
on  purchased  food  until  something  can  be  picked  up  on 
the  pastures.  The  full  supply  of  food  tells  on  every  animal, 
but  of  course  most  noticeably  on  those  whose  produce  is 
being  daily  turned  into  cash.  The  widely-distended  bag 
of  a  well-fed  cow  as  she  comes  from  the  pastures  to  be 
milked,  and  the  sense  of  relief  which  she  nnmistakably 
shows  when  the  process  is  completed,  is  both  a  source  of 
gratification  and  profit,  and  is  in  wide  contrast  to  tiic 
limp  half-empty  appearance  of  the  udder,  when  the 
cows  are  on  bare  pastures,  and  have  to  roam  about  con. 
tinually  in  qnest  of  food.  No  amount  of  care  or  good  ma- 
nagement on  the  part  of  mistress  or  maid  can  make  up 
for  this  oversight  on  the  part  of  the  master ;  and  when, 
on  making  np  the  ye:\r's  receipts,  he  finds  the  amount  to 
be  little  over  half  what  it  reasonably  might  have  been,  he 
can  only  blame  himself  for  his  short-sightedness  in  keep- 
ing more  cattle  than  the  food  he  hud  provided  was  able 
to  sustain.  Breeding  ewes  tell  also  very  forcibly  by  the 
return  which  they  give,  whether  they  have  been  liberally 
fed  or  not,  any  deficiency  in  food  telling  at  once  on  the 
milk,  and  the  lamb  iu  consequence  ceases  to  g^ow,  and 
becomes  stunted  and  profitless.    A  flock  of  sheep  do 


grandly  when  on  a  good  range,  and  give  no  tronble,  the 
lambs  thriving  so  rapidly  aa  to  be  almost  teen  growing; 
and  the  ewe  herself  grows  a  good  soond  marketable  fleece, 
besides  being  nearly  always  in  prime  coodition,  a  very 
short   period   elapsing   after  the  lambs  have  been  with* 

j  drawn,  when  she  herself  is  fit  for  the  bntcher. 

A  fixed  course  which  recognizes  the  true  principles  of 

I  successful  husbandry,  the  restorative  and  exhaustive  cropi 
being  equally  distnbuted,  and  the  wants  of  the  lire-stock 
well  provided  for,  will,  if  patiently  persevered  in,  seldom 

I  fail  iu  placing  the  man  who  carries  it  ont  in  a  position  of 
independence  and  comfort.  When  a  farm  possesses  a  mo- 
derately good  soil,  and  is  not  over-rented,  the  tcaant  is 
encouraged  to  improve,  and  a  veiy  few  yeirs*  care,  att«ti. 

'  tion,  and  judicious  outlay  effects  a  vast  difference  on  its 

I  appearance  and  capabilities  ;  fences  arc  improved,  peren- 
nial weeds  eradicated,  and  the  increasing  balk  of  the 
crops  indicate  with  considerable  exactness  the  degree  of 
proi^ress  irhich  has  been  made.  The  grass  assumes  « 
more  healthful  and  brilliant  hue ;  the  sward  becomes 
thicker,  and  feeds  more  cattle  than  it  could  previouslj, 
and  to  better  purpose ;  and  as  the  "  face"  and  stamiaa  of 
the  farm  improves,  so  in  direct  proportion  does  the  farmer's 
present  condition  and  future  prospects. 


THE    GREAT    EXHIBITIONS    OF    IMPLEMENTS. 


At  the  closing  Council  Meeting  for  the  season  on  the 
first  Wednesday  in  August  it  was  resolved  that  *"*  The 
Implement  Committee  of  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society 
of  England  be  requested  to  consider  and  report  in  No- 
vember whether  any  or  what  restrictions  should  in  future 
be  imposed  on  the  exhibition  of  duplicate  implements, 
especially  by  agents,  and  on  the  exhibition  of  miscellaneous 
articles."  Again,  in  the  Special  Appendix  or  Report  on 
the  Taunton  Meeting  of  the  Bath  and  West  of  England 
Society,  as  just  issued,  the  pamphlet  opens  after  this 
fashion  :  '*  In  order  to  keep  the  show  within  reasonable 
dimensions,  duplicates  of  every  description  should  be 
forbidden,  that  is  when  the  maker  is  present.  Agents 
should  be  absent.  In  many  cases  we  found  the 
same  implements  on  dilTerent  stands.  The  miscellaneous 
department,  by  which  we  refer  to  the  immense  collection 
of  articles  not  in  the  remotest  degree  agricultural  in  their 
bearings,  requires  compression  and  centralization.  They 
appeared  here,  there,  and  everywhere.  We  would  go 
further  than  this,  and  suggest  that  exhibitors  of  similar 
kinds  of  machinery  should,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  col- 
lected together.  It  has  been  done  with  reference  to  the 
seedsmen  with  the  best  effect.  Why  not  in  other  depart- 
ments ?  The  coach-builders  made  a  great  display.  What 
a  comfort  to  an  intending  purchaser  if  he  could  have  com- 
pared the  merits  of  inventions  at  adjoining  stands  instead 
of  having  toconsultthe  catalogue  and  run  from  one  end  of  the 
show  to  the  other !  '  How  interesting  and  convenient  if 
all  makers  of  reaping  and  mowing  machinery  could  be 
put  nigh  one  another!"  The  agricultural  authority  of 
The  l^ffies,  we  believe,  claims  credit  for  having  advanced 
something  similar  on  the  overwhelming  extent  of  the 
implement  section  of  our  leading  meetings ;  bnt,  consi- 
dering the  terrible  muddle  he  made  of  the  stock  show 
at  Oxford,  he  should  surely  have  gone  a  little  further, 
and  have  recommended  that  there  should  be  no  *'  dupli- 
cates" of  cattle  or  sheep,  as  more  especially  not  of 
Devons,  nor  of  Herefords. 

Plainly  put,  of  conrse  the  resolntion  of  the  Royal 
Society  and  the  first  suggestion  of  the  West  of 
England  Society  go  directly  to  destroy  the  agency  busi- 
ness.   The  Royal  Society  aims  at  exhibition  restrictions 


"  especially  by  agents ;"  and  the  West  of  England  Societr 
says,  "When  the  maker  is  present  agents  should  be 
absent."  If  carried  out,  this  step  will  not  only  materiallf 
change  the  character  of  the  show  but  still  more  clesrir 
revolutionise  the  trade.  Many  of  these  agents  bave 
stands  of  their  own  at  the  great  and  smaller  gatherings  of 
the  year,  and  many  of  the  makers  prefer  that  orders 
should  be  executed  through  the  local  agents.  How  often 
have  we  heard  the  bead  of  a  firm  refer  a  customer  to  Mr. 
This  or  That,  "  in  your  own  neighbourhood,"  as  the  roan 
to  supply  him  with  a  prize  plough  or  a  reaping  machiuel 
But  henceforth  the  agtnt  is  to  be  "  absent."  We  do  aot 
suppose  that  it  is  proposed  to  go  quite  so  far  as  to  banisb 
him  bodily  from  the  show  ground,  but  he  is  to  be  denied 
the  great  benefit  of  this  greatest  of  all  advertisemeats,  and 
to  confine  his  operations  henceforth  to  the  market-place 
and  the  farmers'  ordinary.  There  is,  perhaps,  no  other 
business  which  depends  so  much  on,  or  which  has  de- 
veloped itself  so  signally  through  the  means  of  efUcieot 
agency  as  the  manufacture  of  agricultural  machinery ;  and 
the  proposed  reform  raises  a  question  that  would  certainly 
look  to  be  rather  a  delicate  if  not  a  dangerous  one  to 
deal  with.  As  regards  "the  miscellaneous  articles" 
the  course  is  clearer.  Every  body  is  coming  to  see 
"  the  opportunity,"  insured  by  the  attendance  at  a 
Royal  Society's  show ;  and,  unless  some  very  resolute 
restriction  be  adopted  here,  we  shall,  no  doubt,  veiy 
soon  have  grand  pianos,  patent  tooth-picks  and  soda- 
water  manufactories  distracting  one's  attention  from  tbe 
more  orthodox  display  of  chaff-cutters,  steam-engioes,  or 
haymakers. 

We  do  not  know  how  far  the  Implement  Paper  in  tbe 
West  of  England  Appendix  has  the  authority  of  the 
Council;  as  without  this  it  can  naturally  have  little  or  no 
weight.  But  taking  for  granted  that  the  opinions  here 
propontided  have  at  least  been  "passed"  by  the 
Journal  Committee,  wo  may  give  a  little  more  attention 
to  the  contemplated  alterations  in  the  exhibition  of 
implements.  The  writer  certainly  goes  " further,"  when 
he  advises  that  similar  kinds  of  machinery  should  as  far  as 
practicable  be  "  collected  together ;"  but,  although  appa- 
isntly  offered  us  such,  this  is  by  no  means  a  new  ides. 
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We  hare  aecte  it  adopted  at  meSetings  of  the  Highland 
Society,  and  with  the  most  thorough  fieiilure  and  general 
dissatisfaction.  An  exhibitor,  whose  expenses  are  heavy 
eDOQgh  akeady,  will  ha?e  to  multiply  his  staff,  while  the 
arrangement  of  his  stand  will  be  destroyed,  and  the  com- 
plete really  "  Royal"  look  of  the  gronnd  lost  to  us  for 
ever.  Nothing,  as  we  well  remember,  presented  a  more 
poverty-struck  appearance  than  that  row  of  ploughs  at 
Mnburgh,  where  "  the  intending  purchaser  could  com- 
pare the  merit  of  iuTentions, "  with  the  show-men 
jostliog  each  other  like  cheap-jacks  at  a  country 
fair.  Palpably  there  is  only  one  legitimate  way  of 
"  collecting  similar  kinds  of  machinery, "  and  of 
"  comparing  their  merits,"  and  that  is  of  course  by  public 
and  properly  organized  trials.  But  then  the  West  of 
England  Society  in  its  wisdom  has  discarded  any  proj^er 
system  of  trials  ;  anybody  goes  to  work  or  not,  as  pretty 
mach  when  and  where  he  pleases,  and  as  a  natural  con- 
leqaence  nobody  seenia  to  care  much  about  what  little  is 
done  in  this  way.  The  writer  of  the  report  says  that  at 
Taanton  '*  steam  cultivating  machinery  was  conspicnons 
by  its  absence.  Surely  it  might  be  regarded  as  an  evi- 
dence of  the  firm  root  it  has  taken,  that  makers  can 
afford  to  be  absent."  Was  ever  there  such  an  absurdity 
proffered  in  the  shape  of  an  argument  or  reasonable  de- 
duction !  He  might  as  well  say  that  the  steam-engine  or 
the  drill  has  taken  such  firm  root  that  makers  can  afford 
to  be  absent  I  The  trne  cause,  no  doubt,  is  that  it  does 
not  pay  to  exhibit  the  steam-plough  at  the  West  of  Dog- 
land  shows.  The  field  trials  command  but  little  interest, 
and  these  have  often  been  so  far  away  that  few  people  ever 
thought  of  viaiting  them.  When,  however,  the  Royal 
Society  next  year  offers  its  thousand  pounds  premium 
will  "  steam  cultivating  machinery  be  conspicuous  by  its 
absence  ?"  or  can  "  the  makers  aHord  to  be 
absent?"  In  our  report  of  the  meeting  we  said 
tbat  "the  trials*'  were  never  so  tame  as  at  Taun- 
ton ;  while  we  suggested,  as  we  suorgest  still, 
that  the  Council  should  offer,  say  a  hundred  pounds 
in  premioms  for  novelties  on  the  stands  or  in  the  fields, 


when  a  new  spirit  would  be  infused  into  these  proceed- 
ings ;  for,  as  their  own  reporter  now  puts  it,  "  the  de- 
cision arrived  at  does  guide  the  mass,  otherwise  we  shonld 
not  find  exhibitors  so  intensely  eager  for  success."  Who 
of  late  years  ever  saw  an  implement  exhibitor  intensely 
eager  at  a  West  of  England  Show  ? 

Colonel  Luttrell  writes  like  a  master  of  his  subject  on 
the  horses  ;  Mr.  Hole  concludes  his  notice  of  the  Devons 
by  "  regretting  the  absence  from  the  list  of  exhibitors 
such  as  Messrs.  Quartley,  Turner,  Mogridge,  Passmore, 
and  others,  as  no  question  the  show  Devons  from  this  or 
some  other  cause  are  much  below  their  average  excellence, 
despite  that  wondrous  tale  of  the  Tifnes,  which  declared 
them  at  Oxford  to  "  have  never  been  better  I"  Mr. 
Savidge,  the  Shorthorn  judge,  says  Royal  Butterfly  20th 
"qoile  surpassed"  Mandarin,  and  "won  point  for  point," 
a  decision  we  protested  against  at  the  time,  as  at  the 
Stroud  show  the  other  day  3Iandarin  "  quite  surpassed" 
Butterfly,  and  "  won  point  for  point,"  whatever  that  may 
happen  to  mean.  Then  Mr.  Henry  Fookes,  as  the  sheep 
steward,  "  has  every  confidence  in  asserting  that  the 
judges  went  through  their  arduous  duties  in  a  manner 
which  could  not  faU  to  give  satisfaction  to  all  possessing  a 
practical  knowledge  of  the  breeding  and  management  of 
sheep."  As  regards  the  Sonthdowns,  on  which  Idr. 
Fookes  is  especially  well  qualified  to  speak,  we  reported 
precisely  the  reverse  of  this.  The  judging  did 
not  give  satisfaction  ;  and  as  one  of  the  judges  at  Oxford, 
Mr.  Fookes  did  everything  he  could  to  upset  or  correct 
the  Southdown  judges  at  Taunton  I  Would  Mr.  Fookes, 
in  the  face  of  all  this,  be  good  enongh  to  tell  us  to 
whether  of  the  two  we  are  to  look  for  "  practical  know- 
ledge," "breeding  and  management,"  and  so  forth? 
There  never  was  a  more  direct  contradiction  than  these 
two  sets  of  awards  convey,  and  one  or  the  other  must  bo 
wrong.  Either  Mr.  Fookes  judges  belter  than  he  writes, 
or  vice  versd  ;  and  it  would  really  be  interesting  to  know 
in  which  province  we  arc  to  regard  him  as  the  better 
authority  ?  So  far,  precisely  as  he  writes  up  the  Taanton 
udges  does  he  write  down  himself. 


THE    ADMINISTRATION    OF    THE    POOR    LAWS. 


A  eoaference  of  the  counties  of  Hants  aud  Berks  was 
recently  held  at  Basingstoke,  Mr.  W.  W.  B.  Beach,  M.P.,  in 
the  chair. 

Pour  subjects  were  set  down  for  discussiou  at  this  meeting, 
via.:  1.  "  The  training  of  pauper  children ;"  2.  "  Vagrancy ;" 
3.  "Ottt-door  relief;"  4.  "Internal  management  of  «ork- 
hoasei." 

The  Chai&mah,  in  opening  the  conference,  said  they  were 
all  maeh  indebted  to  Mr.  W.  Portal  for  tite  great  trouble  he 
had  taken  ia  this  matter,  but  he  knew  full  well  the  great 
difficulties  which  arose  in  admioistering  the  Poor  Laws,  aod 
he  had  therefore  been  jastified  in  calling  those  more  parti- 
calarly  interested  in  their  removal  together  to  consider  what 
meaiares  might  be  taken  for  producing  some  amelioration  of 
the  present  Poor  Law  system.      No  doubt  the  diificulties 
which  existed  resnlted  very  much  from  a  difference  in  llir 
Kversl  modes  of  administering  relief  by  the  various  Boards  of 
Oaardiaas,  and  those  gentlemen  were  perfectly  justified  in 
jndging  in  each  ca&e  brought  before  them  ;  but  they,  perhaps, 
hid  not  always  the  same  opportunity  of  judxing  as  the  I 
members  of  another  board  might  have.     Different  cases  were 
brought  before  different  boards,  and  the  different  members  of  I 
a  board  mast  hold  their  particular  opinions  as  to  the  mode  of  I 
dealing  with  cases.    But  it  was  desirable,  if  possible,  that  , 
Bome  homogeneons  arrangement  should  be  effected  by  which  i 
boards  of  piardians  throughout  the  country  might  act  in 
harmuny  with  one  aaother.    The  present  Poor  Law  system  I 


had  now  been  worked  for  a  considerable  time,  and  it  was  a 

freat  improvement  on  the  system  which  had  previously  existed, 
auperism  in  extent  had  been  greatly  reduced,  and  an  im- 
provement had  been  effected  in  the  mode  of  carrying  out 
relief ;  yet,  from  various  causes  operating  at  the  present  day, 
we  wei-e,  to  a  certain  extent,  relap&ing  into  tbat  system  which 
existed  prior  to  the  passing  of  the  present  Poor  Laws.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  the  greiit  evils  which  were  prevalent  in 
former  times  in  administering  those  laws  resultea  from  relief 
being  given  in  aid  of  wages.  Tliis  encouraged  men  to  rely 
on  eleemosynary  relief;  but  it  should  be  their  object  to  give 
assistance  in  such  a  manner  .is  to  cucourage  a  man  to  rely 
upon  himself.  He  stiould  never  applv  for  aid  unless  abso- 
lutely in  need ;  but  he  (the  Chairman)  feared  there  was  now 
a  great  disposition  on  the  part  of  a  labouring  man  to  think 
that  upou  every  petty  occasion  he  was  justified  in  applying 
for  assistance,  lie  did  not  possess  that  spirit  of  indenendenoe 
which  years  ago  would  have  led  him  to  shrink  from  aoing  so. 
A  great  proof  of  this  was  to  be  found  in  the  great,  the 
alarming  extent,  to  which  out-door  relief  existed  at  the 
present  time.  The  proportion  of  such  relief  in  England  and 
Ireland,  although  the  analogy  did  not  quite  hold  good,  differed 
materially.  In  Irrland  out-door  relief  was  scarcely  in  excess 
of  in-door,  whilst  in  England  it  was  immensely  in  excess  of  it. 
Of  course  out-door  reUef  should  be  given  in  certain  cases— 
where,  for  example,  a  man  was  incapacitated  temporarily  from 
labour  in  consequence  of  accident  \  but  it  should  always  be 
awarded  with  great  discretion,  and  only  where  a  man  was 
totiJly  unable  to  support  himself  and  his  family.    Tomedictd 
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ifHirf  li0  ilMMld  be  eatiCbd  tt  nuii  tlmei,  and  Bum  thooU 
not  be  given  nnleit  he  was  totally  nnable  tonin  support  for 
himself  and  those  dependent  npon  him.  Varions  opinions 
were  entertained  as  to  the  modes  in  which  the  many  evils 
which  had  arisen  should  be  dealt  with  and  checked,  and  by 
which  a  better  system  might  be  brought  about;  but  these 
suggestions  iuTolved  such  a  large  number  of  subjects  that  he 
should  not  be  justified  in  trespassing  upon  their  attention  by 
bringing  them  forward  at  ma  commencement  of  that  im- 
portant discussion.  There  were  a  great  many  professional 
tramps  wandering  about  ^e  country,  and  it  should  be  as 
mueh  as  possible  the  object  of  those  engaged  in  administering 
relief  to  the  poor,  whust  affording  temporary  aid  in  work- 
houses to  those  passing  by,  to  check  the  lystem  of  professional 
tramping. 

YoiCB :  Professionsl  rtmiuy  does  not  exiit  to  anything 
like  the  extent  generally  beueved. 

Mr.  W.  Portal,  before  reading  his  paper,  made  a  few  pre- 
Hminary  remarks  on  the  course  of  the  proceedings  arranged 
for  the  day,  intimating  that  papers  would  first  be  read  by  gen- 
tlemen on  four  subjects,  which  would  afterwards  be  discussed. 
The  reasons  which  had  induced  others  and  himself  to  invite 
those  present  to  that  conference  were  that  in  other  parts  of 
England  meetings  of  the  kind  had  been  held,  and  had  been 
attended  with  boieficial  results.  Thev  had  present  amongst 
them  Mr.  T.  B.  Baker,  a  sentleman  wno  had  taken  great  inte- 
rest in  the  subject,  and  wno  had  the  management  of  a  confer- 
ence of  this  character.  He  (Mr.  Portal)  had  the  pleuure  of  at- 
tending one  of  these  at  Malvern,  not  long  ago,  ana  he  thought  it 
would  he  desirable  to  introduce  them  into  this  neighbourhood. 
It  appeared  to  him  it  would  be  well  that  the  people  of  this  coun- 
ty should  have  an  opportunity  to  discuss  the  different  modes 
of  administering  the  poor  laws,  for  it  was  astonishing  to  find 
the  difference  that  prevailed  in  Uuion  A,  Union  B,  and  Union 
C,  and  none  of  them,  he  thought,  were  so  weU  versed  in  poor- 
law  matters,  however  great  their  experience  might  have  oeen, 
tliat  they  could  learn  nothing  from  each  other  during  Uieae 
discussions.  They  had  that  day  some  fifty  or  sixty  gentlemen 
representing  88  unions— 26  in  Hampshire  and  12  in  Berkshire, 
and  it  would  be  a  question  for  decision  presently  whether  it 
would  be  advisable  hereafter  to  hold  these  meetmgs  periodi- 
oally— alternately  at  Basingstoke  and  Beading.  He  had  ven- 
tured to  take  the  lead  on  the  present  occasion,  and  (if  they 
would  permit  him)  he  would  now  read  the  paper  he  had  pre- 
pared :  Training  of  Pauper  Children— Upon  the  training  of 
the  children  of  paupers  how  depends  in  a  veiv  great  measure 
the  amount  of  pauperism  for  the  future.  "  C5nce  pauper,  ave 
for  ever  pauper !''  may  apply  with  but  few  exceptions  to  the 
adult,  but  inasmuch  as  the  vast  maioritr  of  pauper  chil- 
dren are  so  from  no  foult  of  their  own,  but  from  circumstances 
over  which  they  have  no  control,  and  for  which  they  at  least 
are  not  responsible,  we  shall  all,  I  think,  agree  that  we  are 
hound,  as  individuals,  and  as  a  nation  also,  to  spare  no  pains 
or  means  to  rescue  them  while  young  from  their  unenviable 
position,  to  foster  in  them  a  spirit  of  self-reliance  and  thrift, 
and  to  fit  them  for  taking  their  places  in  the  world  as  indus- 
trious, honest,  respectable,  and  respected  men  and  women. 
Let  me  remind  you  at  the  outset,  however,  that  *<  pauper^ 
children  are  not  a  very  hopeful  material  to  work  upon,  or  are 
they  altog^ether  capable  of  being  compared  with  the  ordinary 
ran  of  children  of  national  or  other  schools.  Many  are  weak 
and  diseased,  bom  of  diseased  parents,  weak  in  hody,  still 
weaker  in  mind ;  yet  all  are  equally  children  of  the  state, 
and  all  mnst  be  efficiently  tended  and  cared  for.  They  are,  in 
truth,  destitute.  No  one  else  will  have  them,  no  one  else  ndll 
take  care  of  them.  Some  are  bom  in  the  workhouse,  and  re- 
main there  until  able  to  cam  their  own  living,  while  others  are 
in  for  much  shorter  periods,  and  liable  to  be  removed  at  any 
time  by  their  parents.  Such  are  the  materials  we  have  to  deal 
with,  and  thc^  at  once  suggest  difficulties.  There  are  several 
wa^s  allowed  b;^  the  legislature  to  boards  of  ^p&rdians  for  the 
training  of  children,  and  for  facility  of  discussion  by  this 
conference,  I  divide  them  into  four  general  heads :  1,  Children 
out  to  School  i  2,  ChUdren  tanglU  in  the  fForkhouset  ; 
S,  Children  eeni  to  Dietriet  Sehoole  ;  4,  Children  Boarded  out, 
1. --There  is  the  vexy  small  workhouse,  where  the  children 
being  so  lew  in  number  that  it  is  not  deemed  desirable  to  have 
«  separate  school,  and  these  in  the  workhouse  go,  as  if  they 
liven  in  their  parents'  cottages,  every  morning  to  the  national 
echool  in  the  village  or  town  adjoinuig,  taking  their  mid-day 


meal  with  them,  with  their  date  and  liuir  hoelB,  and  iMdiig 
veiy  nearly  the  same  kind  of  life  as  their  poor  bit  freer  neigh- 
bours. I  believe  that  children  thna  taught,  and  nixiag  ssil; 
in  life  with  their  equals  and  their  betters,  ioinisg  in  thai 
games,  exposed  to  the  same  weather,  and  liable  to  the  sane 
temptations,  are  found  to  be  capable  at  the  accustomed  sge  to 
fill  with  credit  the  places  aUotted  to  them,  and,  presuming  al. 
ways  that  there  is  a  good  master  and  matron  in  the  work- 
house to  look  after  them  while  in  the  house,  instanees  of  per- 
manent  or  hereditary  pauperism  are  under  sndi  tRstumt 
seldom  to  be  met  with.  The  olgection  eomoonly  raised  to 
this  system  is  that  the  children  an  away  out  of  sight  of  ths 
master  and  matron  during  so  many  honn  of  the  day.  Thej 
cannot,  therefore,  be  wholly  responsible  for  the  condiui  and 
behariour  of  the  children,  and  that  such  gobg  out  of  asd 
coming  into  the  workhouse  |^ves  facilities  for  briD|iflg  into 
the  house  mu(^  that  is  objectionable  and  to  be  avoided.  It 
has  also  been  said  that,  by  the  village  or  other  school  diil- 
dren  these  poor  friendless  ones  from  the  workhouse  sie  rs- 
garded  as  **speek]ed"  birds,  looked  down  upon  by  thsa  si 
uiferiorsf  not  admitted  into  their  little  ooteries,  not  nersutted 
to  share  their  games  and  pleasure,  and  that  this  has  a  dspns- 
sing  effect  on  them.  How  &r  this  is  so  many  gentleaKn  heie 
can  doubtless  inform  us.  8. — We  come  now  to  mentioa  tke 
school  in  the  workhouse.  The  usual  type,  howem,  of  a 
workliouse  school,  conducted  either  aa  in  the  smaller  work- 
houses  by  one  teacher  only  for  boys  and  girls,  or,  ss  in  the 
larger  workhouses,  by  a  master  lor  the  boys  and  a  mistres 
for  the  girls,  is  the  mtem  most  eommoaly  ia  use  is 
country  unions,  and  under  which  system  the  majority  of  psopv 
children  are  brona;ht  np.  I  will  not  deacribe  therontiBS  psr- 
sued  at  schools  of  this  type,  because  they  are  well  kaovato 
all  here,  and  1  must  be  very  brief.  Wbaterer  may  be  the 
shortcomings  of  these  schools,  X  do  not  think  they  can  be  aaid 
to  have  failed.  Although  20, 15,  or  even  10  years  ago,  wich 
tiault  may  have  been  found  with  these  schools,  I  hare  yet  to 
leam  that  pauper  children  trained  in  them  become  psnpen 
when  adults,  whether  female  or  male,  or  that  the  present  is- 
mates  of  the  workhouses  of  this  country  contain  any  amnesF 
ble  proportion  of  those  who  as  children  reeei  ved  the  foil  besat 
of  trainmg  in  them ;  on  the  oontrary,  I  heheve  that  if  s  istan 
were  called  for  by  the  Poor  Law  B<Mrd,  showing  the  nofflber 
of  children  who  have  received  full  benefit  from  workkoue 
training  a  very  large  proportion  of  them  will  be  found  to  be 
dispauperised,  and  no  difficulty  whatever  is  found  in  proeansg 
rituations,  especially  for  the  girls.  Some  of  these  seboo^ 
however,  are,  we  must  all  allow,  unsatisfisctory.  And  yet  the 
discipline  is  found  to  be  good,  perhaps  too  good.  The  chil- 
dren often  look  drilled  and  disciplined  to  an  extent  that  rerge 
on  tiie  ridiculous  or  the  painful.  The  punctuality  and  regs- 
larity  is  not  to  be  excellea  in  a  regiment  or  in  a  man  of  var. 
They  watch  every  twinkle  of  their  master^s  eve,  and  ererr 
frown  on  his  brow,  and  they  smile  only  when  he  smiles,  ssd 
that  is  seldom  or  nevei^-in  their  presence,  at  least.  They  sis 
walked  out  once  or  twice  a  week  during  vexy  fine  weather ;  t^ 
mustn't  get  their  dothes  wet,  much  less  their  feet ;  bnt  u  tor 
games,  they  scarcely  know  any,  and  if  thev  did,  there  seem  sa 
absence  of  spirit  and  boyiah  energv  and  pluck  about  thesi 
which  we  all  delight  to  witness  in  other  playgronsdi  asd 
cricket  fields.  In  school  hours  they  for  the  most  P^'^.^ 
taught  to  read,  write,  and  sum  well ;  the  schools  are  penodi- 
cally  inspected,  are  generally  pronounced  to  be  in  a  creditsUB 
condition,  and  the  masters  ana  mistresses  "efficient,**  or  stsll 
events  *<  competent**;  and  vexy  many  children  are  mads  faff 
scholars,  and  are  good,  trustworthy,  well-meaning  boys  sad 
ffir]s,butmanyofUiemarenot  ahle  to  battle  with  the  woiid 
into  which  they  must  soon  enter,  and  are  unable,  ia  abort,  to 
get  their  own  living.  Though  many  of  these  schools  bate  sw 
an  industrial  teacher,  and  the  boys  are  freouently  taoght  bm 
tailoring  and  shoemaking,  I  believe  that  the  instances  are  ex- 
tremely rare  of  this  kind  of  training  being  turned  to  aay  rea^ 
good  purpose  in  after  life,  and  but  very  few  are  »"P^"**  "JJ" 
makers  or  tailors  from  this  instraction.  The  outdoor  ^•j  *JJ| 
in  the  garden  or  in  the  field  (as  the  case  may  be)  to  '^hieh  awe 
boys  are  taken  genenlly  (in  fine  weather,  at  "*I.''**J'Jf.  ^. 
afternoons,  seems  somehow'or  other  to  lack  rea%  ■''^^1' 
they  dig  unlike  other  boys,  they  walk,  theytaDc,iheynmuhfce 

other  boys.  If  you  watch  the  whole  proceedioff  yoa  caaaot  W 
bearing  away  with  yon  the  impreasioa  that  Umm  bowme^ 
working  for  their  own  liting.    Than  it  aa  artiiiW  «ff«^ 
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anoe  abont  the  whole  work.    It  doei  not  look  like  butineit, 
there  is  too  mneh  routine  abont  it,  and  when  farmen  and 
others  oome  to  the  home  and  atk  for  a  boy  to  enter  his  employ 
on  the  &rm,  or  in  his  honse  as  a  servant,  yon  hear  very  shortly 
that  the  poor  boy  is  more  trouble  than  he*s  worth,  that  he^ 
as  green  as  grass,  and  that  it  reqaires  the  temper  of  a  Job  to 
pat  np  with  nim.    And  the  same  may  probably  be  said  of  the 
same  workhonse  as  regards  the  bringing  np  of  ^rls,  in  that, 
though  they  have  been  tanght  needlework,  washing,  cooking, 
cleaning,  &c.,  they  are  nnftt  for  service  when  they  oome  to  be 
five,  and  thev  are  glad  to  go  to  sneh  an  "  Industrial  Home" 
as  that  established  hy  the  md  Miss  Twining  and  others,  to 
ilt  them  for  service,  domestic  or  otherwise.    When  all  this  is 
tme  of  a  workhonse  school,  to  what  cause  are  we  to  attribute 
it  ?     So  tax  from  believing  it  to  be  due  to  any  niggardly  or 
parstfflonioos  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  gnardians  (a  body  of 
men  who  recmve  a  hu^e  share  of  abuse,  and  of  whom  many 
hard  things  are  most  unjustly  spoken,  but  said,  I  am  inclined 
to  believe,  in  ignorance),  it  is  dae,  I  believe,  to  the  very  oppo- 
site canae.  The  life  of  children  in  a  workhonse  is  too  artijinal, 
too  tiniike  the  real,  hard,  stem,  struggling  life  which  they 
muti  engage  in  when  they  leave  it.   Instead  of  too  little  being 
done  for  them,  too  little  is  done  bv  them ;  they  have  not  to 
"roagh"   it  as  the  poor  labourers  child  has  to  rough  it. 
JSverything  is  not  found  for  the  labourer's  child  as  is  found 
for  these  children.    They  are  not  thrown  enough  upon  their 
own  rosoBrees— everything  is  done  for  them.    They  are  waked 
in  the  morning :  they  are  bathed  so  many  times  a  week  in 
most  workhouses,  hot  and  cold  water  laid  on.    If  thcnr  should 
be  poorly  the  dodor  calls  every  day,  or  mostly  so.    Their  food 
is   regularly  supplied;  three  hot  meat  dinners  every  week 
and  one  eold  meat  one,  and  three  hot  soup  dinners.    Some 
are  tsnght  knitting,  others  netting,  some  shoemaking,  others 
tailoring.    A  cow  or  two  is  often  kept,  so  that  they  may  have 
good  wholesome  milk,  instead  of  contract  sky-blue.     Their 
clothes  are  far  sunerior  to  those  of  the  ordinary  labourer's 
child,  and  so,  indeed,  is  their  diet,  and  so  is  their  bed  and  their 
bedding.    Large  nieces  of  hmd  are  bought  or  rented  as  much 
for  the  purpose  of  training  the  children  in  husbandry  as  for 
the  purposes  of  profit.    If  the  training  of  these  children  is  in 
some  of  these  workhouses  not  suffldent  to  enable  them  to  rely 
upon  their  own  energies  in  after  life,  the  remedy  must  be 
fonod,  I  think,  mainly  in  more  judgment,  more  discretion, 
more  interest,  more  common  sense,  first  in  the  master  and 
matron,    and   next  in   the  teachers  and  instructors.    The 
eonatant    bickerinn   and   squabblings   between  the  officers 
in  most  Iv^  workhouses  is  well  known  to  all  conneeted  with 
the  administration  of  the  poor  law,  and  this  militates  very 
sadly  against  the  welfare  oi  the  youth.    If  either  officer  is 
eeeu  to  digress  in  the  leut  from  the  strict  letter  of  the  oonsoH' 
dated  order  of  the  Poor-law  Board  (though  from  the  very  best 
motives  and  with  the  best  intentions)  he  runs  the  risk  ofbeing 
reported  on  the  following  board  day.    Each  one  is  too  often 
jealous  of  the  other,  and  the  children  may  suffer  in  conse- 
qoeaoe,  and  that  many  children  do  suffer  in  conseonence  is  to 
be  gathered  from  the  (act  that,  while  all  these  workhouses  are 
governed  by  the  same  general  laws,  and  under  the  control  of 
the  same  Poor-law  Boara  and  of  poor-law  inspectors,  you  will 
find  in  workhonse  A  the  training  of  the  children  dues  not  lead 
to  their  being  dispauperised,  while  in  workhouse  B  scarcely  a 
tin^e  instance  is  to  be  met  with  of  failure,  but  active,  honest, 
and  thrifly  young  men  and  women  are  the  result  of  the  training 
they   have  therein  received.    The  secret  of  success  is  this. 
Obtain  a  master  and  matron  who  have  their  heart  in  the  work-* 
good  kind  Christian  people,  but  who  do  not  come  to  the  situa- 
tion altogether  for  the  sake  of  the  sahry  that  goes  with  it,  but 
who  will  look  after  the  orphan,  the  friendless,  and  the  (other- 
wiee)  destitute  child  as  if  it  were  their  own ;  who  pride  them- 
selves  on  the  number  of  children  that  they  have  been  in  great 
measnre  the  means  of  sending  out  into  the  world  ready  and 
stroniC  enough  to  grapple  with  the  world's  trials  and  difficulties, 
with  good  common  sense  and  a  supply  of  what  we  call  *<nonse ;" 
who  teach  the  ehildren  to  look  to  them  not  as  their  master  but 
aa  their  friend ;  who  mvite  them  to  write  to  them  occasionally 
when  the^  leave  the  workhouse,  and  to  tell  them  of  their  suc- 
eeaa  or  failure,  as  the  case  may  be ;  who  invite  them,  when  on 
leave  or  holiday,  to  come  and  spend  a  day  or  two  with  them, 
even  though  it  is  at  a  workhouse  (in  the  so-called  "  vicious" 
and  **  eontaminating"  atmosphere,  of  which,  I  think,  there  has 
bean  mndt  eaggeratkm) ;  who  wiH  adriw  then  aa  to  their 


dubs  or  their  savings'  banks ;  who  will  entwine  themselves 
into  thdr  confidence,  aod  who  will  (like  the  Great  Master) 
never  leave  or  forsake  them.  I  have  known  several  such 
masters,  seteral  such  matrons,  thank  God ;  and  not  only  so, 
but  I  know  several  such  now  in  the  active  fulfilment  of  their 
duties.  With  such  a  master  as  this  over  the  workhouse,  and 
over  large  workhouses,  I  should  like  to  see  many  gentlemen, 
laity  or  dergy,  presiding,  and  there  would  be  no  such  need 
surely  of  en&avonring  to  persuade  Boards  of  Guardians  to 
incnr  still  further  expenditure  for  the  formation  of  the  (Srd) 
district  schools  into  which  all  the  available  children  of  several 
neighbouring  workhouses  would  be  consolidated.  Into  a  de- 
scription of  these  I  need  not  go.  I  know  well  that  many  of 
our  workhouse  school  inspectors  as  well  as  poor-law  inspectors 
advocate  the  establishment  of  district  schools,  such  as  faruham 
andfiartlev  Wintnev  District  School,  and  Beading  and  Woking- 
ham Distnct  School ;  or  as  Central  London  District  School 
with  1,100,  or  the  South  Metropolitan  District  School  with 
1,000  children.  For  the  children  of  London  or  of  other  lane 
dties  these  schools  are  a  necessity.  The  requirements  for 
earth,  air,  and  water,  for  space,  all  demand  it.  Their  health 
generally  makes  it  an  absolute  necessity  to  remove  them  frosi 
the  city.  The  results,  too,  of  the  training  in  these  schools,  as 
shown  in  the  last  report  of  Mr.  C.  Tuniell  to  the  Poor-law 
Board,  are  of  a  very  encouraging  character.  Some  years  ago 
I  was  a  strong  advocate  for  district  schools,  but  time  and  exp^ 
rience  have  led  me  to  feel  the  necessity  of  dosing  the 
"capital  account"  for  more  buildings  and  consequent  in- 
crease of  "establishment  ehar|^,"  and  of  developing  the 
means  that  we  already  have  within  our  reach.  I  think  alio 
that  the  advantage  to  the  children  of  having  them  s#ar  to 
those  who  are  most  likely  to  have  "  sympathv**  for  them  and 
to  find  pUoes  for  them,  near  to  those  who,  perhaps,  knew  their 
fathers  or  their  mothers,  and  thus  keep  up  rather  than  sever 
paroohial  ties  and  ties  of  friendship  between  tbem  and  their 
more  prosperous  ndghbours,  is  great.  There  is  much  (^ood  in 
these  district  schools,  nor  can  I  doubt  such  high  authonties  as 
my  friend  Mr.  Carleton  Tufnell  and  others  concerning  them, 
but,  to  my  mind,  large  masses  of  children  are  productive  of 


much  evil,  and  when  I  know  that  in  reformatory  schools  and 
in  industrial  schools  it  has  been  generally  held,  not  only  by 
the  managers,  but  also  by  the  Government  inspectors,  that  no 
more  than  fif^  should  be  collected  under  one  or  the  same  roof^ 
in  order  that  as  much  of  the  house  and  the  famil}  influence 
between  the  boys  and  the  teachers  as  is  practicable  should  be 
kept  up,  I  cannot  recommend  the  guardians  of  the  poor  (but 
who  are  ako  guardians  of  the  public  local-rates)  to  incur  an 
expense  which  is  by  no  means  a  necessity.  It  must  also  be 
borne  in  mind  that  you  can  only  send  your  orphans  and  friend- 
less and  deserted  children  to  these  schools,  ion  must  always 
$iia  have  a  certain  number  of  children  in  the  workhonse, 
namely,  the  "  ins  and  outs"  as  they  have  been  called— those 
who  come  in  for  a  very  short  period  of  time,  and  who  are 
liable  to  be  taken  out  at  any  minute  by  their  parents ;  and 
others  who  cannot  ^  to  a  district  school.  There  remains  (4th 
and  last)  the  boardmg-out  system  as  practised  in  Scotland  for 
many  years  past,  in  Bath  under  the  able  supervision  of  CoL 
Grant ;  at  Warwick,  in  the  Tbombury  Union ;  at  Choriton, 
Caistor,  Homcastle,  and  a  few  other  unions.  The  nearest 
examples  to  us  are  to  be  found  at  Christchnrch  and  Bingwood 
on  one  side  of  us,  and  Eton  on  the  other.  In  Enghind,  how- 
ever, this  system  of  farming  out,  or  **  boarding  oat,"  as  it  is 
now  called  (orphan  and  other  children  with  foster-parents), 
has  not  yet  had  sufficient  trial  to  enable  ns  to  form  a 
decided  opinion  upon  it.  There  seems  much  to  recom- 
mend in  it,  but  unless  thoroughly  wdl  looked  after,  and 
closely  and  continuoudy  watched,  with  a  searehing  sys- 
tem of  frequent  inspection — no  second-hand  contracts,  no 
under-letting— it  is  open  to  frightful  abuses.  The  reports  of 
Mr.  Bowyer,  of  the  eastern  ano  midland  district,  and  of  Mr. 
Wodehouse,  of  the  northern  district,  and  Mr.  Browne,  of  the 
western  district,  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Poor  Law 
Board,  dl  touch  upon  this  new  method,  and  there  is  a  very 
full  report  of  the  Poor  Law  inspector,  Mr.  Henley,  entering 
minutely  into  the  boarding  out  as  carried  out  in  Scotland,  aa 
well  as  in  certain  unions  in  England.  With  regard  to  the 
system  as  carried  out  at  Eton,  Mr.  Henley  states  that  the 
training,  both  mord  and  phyucal,  is  successful,  and  the 
children  thns  reared  are  likely  to  be  absorbed  into  the  popn- 
latioD,  and  iio<  to^  beeome  ptnpvi.    The  noil  aft  Bton  teens 
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to  be  about  3t.  to  4t.  a  week,  ezclnnve  of  20s.  to  80b.  for 
outfit  At  Chriatchurdi  it  hat  only  been  tried  a  few  months, 
bat  at  Bingwood  for  a  loach  longer  period.  This  mnch  is 
certain  abont  it,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  all  the  four 
methods  of  traininjf^  pauper  children— that  in  each  of  the  four 
systems  to  which  I  nave  called  your  attention  there  is  much 
good  to  be  found  when  efficiently,  honestlr,  and  sensibly 
worked.  It  is  adyantageous  to  hate  more  than  one  plan  as 
our  Bniversal  type.  Let  me  now  offer  one  or  two  practical 
suggestions.  We,  as  guardians,  want  rather  more  freedom 
and  discretion  afforded  us  in  the  matter  of  educating  our 
pauper  children  than  the  Poor  Law  Board  at  present 
allows  us.  Our  children,  trained  in  workhouses,  thonsh 
with  better  clothing  and  better  food  than  can  be  ob- 
tained by  those  of  the  ordinary  agricultural  labourer, 
generally  appear  to  suffer  from  want  of  that  liberty 
and  space  wnich  are  so  essential  to  their  healthY  dcTclopment 
of  body  and  mind.  It  would  be  well  to  break  down  these 
barriers,  and  give  us  permission  to  put  out,  either  on 
loan  or  hire,  as  day-workers  either  on  a  farm  or  else- 
where, those  who  are  preparing  for  their  first  situations 
in  life,  allowing  them  to  come  home  to  the  workhouse  as 
their  natural,  and,  indeed,  only  refuge.  Again,  as  children, 
in  the  small  workhouses  go  out  to  the  neighbouring  Tillage  or 
national  school,  so  let  the  ordinary  labourer  send  his  child  (if 
he  should  live  near,  and  wish  to  do  so)  to  the  school  in  tlie 
workhouse,  on  payment  of  the  ordinary  fee.  Again,  let  tlie 
weak-minded  and  idiotic  children,  not  the  atronc  and  healthy, 
be  removed  into  an  asylum  for  juvenile  idiots,  tne  building  of 
which  should  be  at  the  national,  and  not  at  local  cost.  Also, 
let  the  schooImaster^s  salary  depend  more  on  the  retulti  of  his 
training  than  on  the  number  per  head  committed  to  his  care, 
which  militates  unfairly  against  small  houses.  Apin,  let  us 
have  reliable  returns,  as  far  as  they  can  be  aseertained,  of  the 
success  that  has  in  after  years  attended  the  training  of  the 
children  under  each  of  these  systems.  I  hold  one  that  has 
been  fairly  kept  for  the  last  20  years  in  a  small  union,  and  the 
result  shows  that  a  small  workhouse  can  be  a  good  training 
achool.  Of  the  training  of  out-door  pauper  cluldren  I  have 
only  to  wish  that  the  order  of  the  Poor  Law  Board  were  made 
more  strinsent  upon  us  than  it  is,  that  no  out-relief  be  given 
to  the  children  of  out-door  paupers  unless  they  attend  some 
school,  if  practicable,  and  that  school  fees  be  made  always  ^rt 
of  the  relief.  After  all,  the  gentlemen  Boards  of  Qnar- 
dians  may  do  much,  and  the  officers  both  in  and  out  of  the 
bouse  may  do  much,  but  the  co-operation  of  others,  the  hidies 
and  gentlemen  who  have  the  /tMe  and  the  will  and  the  tjfm- 
pathy  to  assist  in  the  great  work  of  befriending  and  benefiting 
and  assisting  our  poorest  children  is  mo»t  ursently  needed.  I 
believe  that  the  present  Poor  Law  has  sadly  dned  up  many 
springs  of  charity  amongst  the  rich,  and  looaened  the  bonds 
of  parental  and  filial  affection  amongst  the  poor ;  but  let  us 
hope  that  such  meetings  as  this  will  call  public  attention  to 
some  of  the  wants  of  our  poor  orphan  and  destitute  children ; 
and  whether  by  committees  of  visitors  in  the  workhouses,  or 
district  visitors  for  our  villB|;es  as  well  as  towns,  kind  Chris- 
tian friends  will  be  forthcoming,  who  will  co-operate  with  the 
Poor  Law  Guardians  and  others  in  improving  the  condition 
and  brightening  the  future  of  our  pauper  children. 

The  Bev.  Mr.  Folb  remarked  that  in  their  union  (Kings- 
dere)  the  proportion  was  two-thirds  State  children,  or  children 
deserted  by  their  parents.  In  the  matter  of  training,  the  re- 
sults in  that  union,  which  was  a  small  one,  were  not  unsatis- 
factory, and  the  proportion  of  those  who  came  back  to  the 
house  after  leaving  was  very  small— not,  on  an  average  once 
a  year.  Many  of  them  did  very  well  in  after-life,  and  the  ffirls 
were  especially  fortunate  in  that  respect.  Frequent  applica- 
tions came  from  Reading  for  girls  for  domestic  service.  He 
Ihouffht  the  training  had  better  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
guardians  than  to  district  scboole ;  and  the^  would  do  much 
better  in  keeping  their  union  school  children  as  much  as 
possible  to  themselves.  Ue  did  not  think  the  boarding-out 
system  adapted  to  their  purposes. 

Mr.  Tatlok  observed  that,  prior  to  discussing  so  important 
a  question,  it  would  have  been  better  if  the  paper  just  read 
could  have  been  printed,  so  that  each  might  tiave  made  him- 
self perfectly  acquainted  with  its  contents.  Mr.  Portal  did 
not  appear  friendly  to  district  schools ;  but  he  (Mr.  Taylor), 
as  a  Guardian  of  Beading  Union,  and  having  known  tlie  work 
pf  a  district  school  for  siateen  or  seventeen  years^  and  having 


seen  Utat  ehildren  educated  in  it  hid  received  a  louid  ednea- 
tion  at  an  economical  rate,  and  had  afterwards  been  well 
placed  out  in  life,  rarely  appearing  again  as  panpen— he  wished 
to  sUte  his  views,  and  to  show  that,  though  there  were  diffi- 
cnlties  connected  with  district  Khools,  the  cost  of  maintainiag 
andedncating  these  children  had  not  been  eioeasive.  Mr. 
Portal  spoke  of  the  cost  of  Eton  children  bmng  about  3s.  or 
4s.  a  week,  exclusive  of  the  20s.  or  30s.  for  outfit. 
At  the  school  he  (Mr.  Taylor)  referred  to  it  had  only 
been  2s.  4d.,  and  7d.  a  week  for  clothing.  The  boys 
left  at  an  early  ajpe  for  agricultural  service,  and  the 
girls  for  domestic  emplovmeats.  Some  of  them 
got  on  in  life  afterwards  as  well  as  thoee  children  who  bad 
never  been  in  a  union. 

Mr.  TuFNBLL  said  there  was  such  an  opposition  to  district 
schools  in  the  country  that  he  despaired  of  ever  seeing  thra 
generally  adopted ;  but,  so  fiir  as  his  experience  went^  the  re- 
sults obtained  in  district  schools  could  never  be  equalled  ia 
workhouse  schools.  Their  olgect  was  to  prevent  bereditsxy 
pauperism  as  it  once  existed,  and  he  believed  the  district 
schools  about  London  had  stopped  it  entirely.  The  great  dif- 
ficulty in  all  schooh  was  to  know  in  what  industry  boys  shooU 
be  employed.  In  these  district  scliools  they  had  tried  every 
possible  one,  and  experience  had  shown  it  to  be  that  which 
none  of  them  would  ever  have  imagined  without  such  expe- 
rience. It  had  been  found  that  the  employment  best  adapted 
for  pauper  children  was  music.  These  children  were  teat 
into  the  army,  and  he  never  knew  of  a  single  instance  in  which 
a  boy  sent  out  as  a  musician  ever  returned.  He  was  ac- 
quainted, too,  withseverel  clergymen  who  were  pauper  boys  in 
some  of  these  schools,  and  there  were  others  in  tlie  army  doiog 
well  as  non-commissioned  officers,  and  one  was  now  expectiof 
to  get  his  commission.  These  observations  applied  more  psr- 
ticnlarly  to  orphan  children,  and  this  showed  that  the  best  way 
of  dealing  witn  young  paupers  was  to  send  them  from  their 
own  parishes,  and  so  remove  them  probably  from  the  inflnenoe 
of  degraded  parents.  If  he  couhl  have  his  own  way  he  woald 
send  every  boy  from  his  own  [wrish.  There  was  a  great  difli- 
culty  with  respect  to  tlie  training  of  girls,  who  sometimei 
failed  in  industry,  sometimes  in  moralitv.  This  demoralisa- 
tion uras  caused  by  mixing  together,  and  he  showed  more  psr- 
ticularly  how  it  was  brou{|ht  about.  He  reoommesdad 
tlie  plan  of  a  half  industrial,  half  intellectual  traiaiag. 
He  thong^ht  there  was  no  reason  for  limiting  the  number  of 
non-criminal  children  assembling  together  for  school  purposes, 
but  otlien  should  be  restricted  in  number.  A  parent  codd 
at  all  times  remove  a  child  from  the  guardian's  care.  He 
should  like  to  make  them  responsible  U  hcopareatU. 

Mr.  Marx  observed  that  children  were  sent  out  fiom  the 
Alresford  Union  ss  agricultural  kbouren  at  the  age  of  twdrc 
years.  Would  Mr.  Tufnell  inform  tlie  meeting  at  what  age 
the  generality  of  boys  left  the  district  schools  ruerred  to  P 

Mr.  Tufnell  admitted  tliat  the  boys  left  the  Loadoo 
district  schools  somewhat  late,  but  a  London  boy  of  fourteen 
was  not  larger  in  growth  than  a  country  boy  at  twelve.  They 
were  weaker,  and  were  half-starved  before  they  entered.  One 
oonntry  pauper  diild  was  equal  in  strength  to  two  or  three 
Londoners. 

Mr.  ScLATKB.  was  stronaly  of  opinion  that  district  schools 
were,  much  more  adapted  for  towns  than  for  country  uoioas. 
The  Chairman,  Vice-Chairman,  and  others  present,  could  not 
control  the  strong  opinions  and  prejudices  of  Boards  of 
Guardians,  and  therefore  he  thousrbt  it  was  almost  useleat  to 
discuss  the  question.  Ue  agreed  almost  entirely  with  Utr 
paper  read  by  Mr.  Portal,  but  he  thought  one  point  had  bees 
pressed  rather  too  far.  He  appeared  to  think  that  Dxaper 
children,  when  out  in  place  in  the  world,  were  rather  looked 
down  upon.  Tliat  feeling:  no  doubt  prevailed  many  jean 
ago,  and  it  liad  been  strongly  painted  by  Mr.  Charles  Dickeos; 
but,  in  his  opinion,  the  feeling  was  now  a  thing  of  tlie  past. 

Mr.  BKOU>'GK£a  asked  Mr.  Tufnell  if  a  band  could  be 
organised  in  a  small  union. 

Mr.  Tufnell  replied  that  it  could  not,  and  that  was  another 
advantage  of  district  schools. 

Sir  Nelson  Rycboft  enumerated  several  instances  of  boyi 
who  had  left  the  Sevenoaks  Union,  in  Kent,  for  various  «b- 
ployments,  and  who  had  been  tolerably  successful  in  after  life- 
Tailon  and  shoemaken  did  not  appear  to  have  ei^jcqped  u 
equal  amount  of  success. 

Mr.  Po&TAL  produced  written  documenta,  one  from  Mr. 
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Hoaie,  of  the  Bradford  .UnioDi  and  one  from  Mr.  Best.    On 
the   Bsbject  of  music,  the  first  named  gentleman  spoke  ap- 

EroTingly ;  bat  Mr.  Best  feared  that  it  was  likely  to  indace 
ojTs  to  lead  a  Tapant  life.  He  recommended  agricultaral 
laboor  for  boys,  and  that  girls  should  be  employed  in  laundry 
aLiid  domestie  work. 

Mr.  Palmek,  referring  to  Mr.  Portal^s  remarks  with  respect 
to  those  children  who  were  often  weak  in  body  and  mind,  and 
who  wen  not  the  best  sample  of  children  to  operate  upon, 
alluded  to  the  school  at  Wargrave,  and  said  he  did  not  believe 
that  any  private  school  in  England  could  produce  such  a  re- 
port as  to  health  as  could  be  furnished  with  respect  to  that 
■chool.  With  one  slight  exception,  there  had  been  only  one 
epedemic  in  20  years.  One  advantage  of  district  schools  cou- 
atsted  in  the  removal  of  children  from  the  evil  influences  in 
which  they  might  have  been  brought  up.  In  those  scliools, 
too»  the  children  were  surrounded  by  social  influences  which  it 
woold  bo  impossible  to  obtain  iu  a  workhouse.  At  Wargrave, 
people  in  the  neighbourhood  frequently  invited  them  out,  and 
they  mixed  with  tlie  residents  of  the  village.  When  they  left 
school  they  departed  mucli  with  the  same  feelings  as  those  enter- 
tained by  children  leaving  a  boarding  school,  and  if  they 
wished  to  surround  children  with  social  influences,  and  to 
destroy  that  workhouse  feeling,  the  best  institution  possible  at 
present  was  the  district  school.  The  farming-out  was  another 
plan,  bat  it  was  questionable  whether  or  not  it  was  a  good 
one ;  for  (as  Mr.  Portal  had  remarked)  it  would  require  a 
gTFat  deal  of  supervision  to  keep  things  from  going  wrong. 

Mr.  PosTiX  said  he  had  been  careful  to  sliow  that  under 
each  lystem  by  which  they  took  the  charge  of  children  they 
would  fiad  something  good,  but  none  was  perfect.  Yet,  oon- 
ndering  the  conditions  under  which  we  hve,  the  high  rates, 
&C.,  he  thought  this  was  not  the  time  to  encumber  themselves 
with  large  expenses  for  educational  purposes  when  probably 
they  had  ample  means  for  educating  the  children.  lie  had 
been  aomevhat  misunderstood  with  respect  to  district  schools. 
He  would  hesitate  to  provide  them  in  those  districts  which 
did  not  possess  them — not  that  he  positively  objected  to  them- 
With  regard  to  orphans,  the  theory  was  that  these  children 
were  the  children  of  the  State,  and  they  could  not  do  too 
mnch  for  them.  Mr.  Portal  concluded  by  moving  the  follow- 
ing reaolation — "  That,  though  great  difficulties  exist  in  esta- 
blishing district  schools  in  agricultural  districts,  yet,  where 
practicable  they  deserve  encouragement ;  and  that  idiotic  and 
weak-minded  children  should  be  removed  from  all  schools  to 
central  asylams.'* 

The  resolution  having  been  seconded, 
Mr.  Dayis  said  he  should  like  to  have  had  a  statistical 
aeeonnt  of  the  percentase  of  results ;  for  it  was  only  by  such 
statistics  that  they  could  arrive  at  any  substantial  conclusion. 
Mr.  Portal  had  remarked  on  the  condition  of  workhouse  boys, 
but  this  was  to  be  attributed  to  their  circumstauces  early  in 
life.  Thev  wtre  often  born  in  sin,  of  diseased  parents,  the 
outcasta  of  society,  and,  he  believed,  if  they  took  all  things 
into  consideration,  that  the  present  system  was  by  no  means  a 
had  one. 

Iklr.  ScLJLTER  asked  Mr.  Portal  whether,  when  he  suggested 
that  idiots  and  weak-minded  children  should  be  sent  to  an 
asylnm,  he  meant  to  include  all  children  of  that  kind  ?  Some 
of  these  were  in  the  workhouse  for  a  short  time  only,  and  he 
thought  the  latter  portion  of  the  resolution  should  be  con- 
fined to  those  children  never  likely  to  be  removed  from  the 
woriihoase. 

Mr.  Portal,  replying  to  Mr.  Davis,  said  he  had  rather  a 
weakness  for  statistics,  but  he  had  not  provided  them  on  this 
occasion,  because  persons  were  not  able  to  retain  them  in  their 
memory.  In  all  well  worked  schools  he  believed  it  would  be 
found  that  st  last  75  per  cent,  turned  out  well,  and  were 
dispauperised  in  after  life.  With  regard  to  the  last 
portion  of  the  resolution,  he  apprehended  that  there  could 
scarcely  be  a  doubt  that  the«e  idiots  and  weak-minded  children 
were  a  great  drag  on  the  masters.  They  were  miserable  snd 
unhappy,  bat  at  Earlswood  they  were  cheerful  and  contented. 
He  was  willing  to  withdraw  that  portion  of  the  resolution. 
Sktxhal  Voices  :  "  No,  no." 

The  Chairman  put  the  resolution  to  the  meeting,  and  it  was 
carried  intact,  no  further  dissent  being  shown,  and  the  meet- 
ing then  proceeded  with  the  reading  and  discussion  of  other 
papers  set  down  in  the  list . 


YAGRANCY.— ITS    CAUSES    AND   PRE- 
VENTION. 

Mr.  T.  B.  L.  BiiKiK    (Hardwicke    Conrt)    then    read 
the    following  paper:     I    am    much    honoured    by    being 
asked  to    write,    for   your   consideration,   a   ten    minutes* 
paper  on  "  Vagrancy :  its  causes  and  prevention."     But  to  do 
so  I  must  be  very  brief.    If,  therefore,  I  give  my  opinion 
quantum  valeat^  briefly  and  decidedly,  I  trust  that  my  doio^  so 
may  be  imputed  not,  to  want  of  courtesy,  but  to  want  of  time. 
The  causes  and  the  character  of  vagrancy  are  so  differently 
stated  by   writers  of  great  experience  in  different  parts  of 
England  that  I  can  only  come  rather  unwillingly  to  tne  con- 
clusion  that    we  have,  not  one    set  of  vagrants  travelling 
througout  the  whole  country,  but  several  distinct  species,  each 
keeping  to  their  own  district.    In  Gloucestershire  and  the 
neighbouring  counties  we  find  nothing  of  the  highly  amusing 
and  poetical  vagranU  described  by  Mr.  Doyle,  in  Cheshire,  nor 
of  the  burfflars  or  organised  robbers  described  by  Mr.  Dunne, 
in  Cumberland.    But,  in  truth,  all  our  accounts  of  the  class 
appear  sadly  liable  either  to  error  or  misconstruction.    Even 
our  statistical  retains  have  been  sadlv  misunderstood.    Many 
readers  of  the  judicial  statistics  took  slarm  at  the  returns  there 
given,  and  beliered  that  the  ratepayers  had  to  maintain  an  aver- 
age of  32,000  vagrants,  and  could  not  understand  the  Poor  Law 
Board  describing  them  as  ody  6,000.    The  return,  indeed,  of 
32,000,  which  was  intended  to  include  tramps  witli  vagmnts, 
has  been  found  on  examination  so  unsatisfactory  that  it  will  be 
omitted  for  the  future.    This  want  of  bformation  as  to  the 
numbers  and  character  of  the  class  we  have  to  deal  with  is 
greatly  to  be  regretted,  and  I  fear  we  shall  not  get  a  satisfac- 
tory solution  of  how  to  prevent  them  till  we  get  a  more  accu- 
rate knowledge  of  their  numbers  and  habits.    This,  I  think, 
may  be  acquired  by  one  of  the  modes  of  prevention  which  I 
propose,  if  it  be  ever  fairly  carried  out.    The  causes  of  va- 
grancy in  my  part  of  the  country,  I  think,  are  easily  stated.    A 
man  falls  out  of  work  either  from  slackness  of  trade,  which 
causes  not  only  the  most  idle  or  the  most  drunken,  but  also 
the  oldest  and  weakest  of  the  gang  to  be  discharj^,  or  even  at 
times  of  full  work  an  idle,  or  careless,  or  stupid  man  will  be 
occasionallv  turned  off.    These  usually  try,  in  the  first  place, 
to  ^t  employment  in  the  same  town,  but  if  they  fail,  and  find 
their  |money  and  credit  exhausted,  they  set  out  to  seek  it  else- 
where.   For  a  time  they  may  seek  for  it  honestly  and  dili- 
gently, but  those  who  fail  in  getting  employment  quickly — 
sleeping  in  filthy  vsgrant  wards  as,  alas !  most  of  them  are — 
insufficiently  fed — wet  through  by  day  and  with  small  means  of 
drying  bv  night— become  contaminated  in  body  and  mind,  and, 
finding  from  their  companions  the  advantages  of  begsing,  era- 
dually  join  the  ranks  of  the  older  mendicants  with  whom  they 
are  obliged  to  associate.    It  has  been  asserted  by  some  that 
most  of  the  vagrants  are  the  sons  of  vagrants  bom  snd  bred  to 
the  trade,  but  I  think  this  is  sufficiently  disproved  by  the  fact 
that  in  July,  1858,  there  were  only  2,069  vagranU  in  EngUnd 
and  Wales,  as  shown  by  the  Poor  Law  return,  while  in  1867 
there  were  6,248.    And  it  is  clearly  impossible  that  the  odd 
3,179  could  have  been  born  and  bred  in  the  time.    If  I  am 
right  in  these  causes  they  ought  to  be  some  guide  to  us  in  find- 
ing a  syfttem  of  prevention.    It  has  been  commonly  said,  that  if 
we  could  prevent  the  public  from  indiscriminate  alms-giving 
beggars  would  cease,  out  few  even  pretend  to  tell  us  how 
the  public  are   to  be   so   prevented ;  yet  unless  we  can  at 
least  greatly  diminish  the  alms-giving  we  shall  do  no  good. 
I  believe,  however,  that    this    is   quite  feasible  if  we  care- 
fully consult  the  public  feeling.    We  must,  in  the  first  pUce, 
take  the  utmost  care,  and  let  the  public  see  that  great  care  is 
taken,  that  no  man,  good  or  bad,  sliall  be  allowed  to  starve- 
that  the  workhouse  shall  give  an  ample  security  that  every 
person  who  comes  to  it  without  food  or  money  shall  be  quite 
secure  of  food  and  shelter.    Ii'  this  be  carefully  done  many 
will  cease  to  g^ve  to  those  of  whom  they  know  nothing,  and 
the  number  will  increase  year  by  year.    But  if  all  vagrants 
are  to  be  lodged  and  fed  means  must  be  taken  to  avoid  this 
kindness  becoming  a  temptation  to  idleness,  without  at  the 
same  time  using  a  degree  of  harshness  which  will  incline  the 
public  to  pity  and  assist  them.    X  think  we  may  fairlv  assume 
that  there  are  some  vagrants,  probably  few  in  number,  who 
travel  entirely  for  the  purpose  of  going  direct  to  some  place 
where  they  hope  to  find  work  or  return  to  their  parish— that 
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then  (ew  art  anzions  to  make  their  way  thither  at  their  hest 
speed,  and  that  these  generally  deserve  to  be  helped  on  the 
way.  We  may  also  assume  that  there  are  others,  probably  by 
fisr  the  major  part,  whose  object  is  merely  to  live  idly  from 
day  to  day,  and  these,  all  will  agree,  on^ht  to  be  sternly  re- 
pressed ;  bat  neither  the  charitable  pnbhc  nor  the  relieviog- 
officere  can  tell  with  any  certainty  whether  a  vagrant  belongs 
to  one  dass  or  the  other.  A  system  has  been  sn^rgested  of 
giving  to  every  man  a  ticket  oertirying  where  he  slept  on  the 

{revions  night,  and  to  what  point  he  professed  to  be  going, 
f  he  then  kept  to  his  true  line,  and  walked  a  fair  day's  journey 
in  proportion  to  his  strength,  he  shonld  be  relieved  from  any 
task-work  and  fairly  treated.  If  he  brought  no  such  evi- 
dence he  should  be  compelled  after  each  night  to  perform  a 
task,  the  severity  of  which  should  be  increased  till  it  was 
found  sufficient  to  deter  the  idler.  This  would  exactly  meet 
the  difficulty,  the  public  would  have  confidence  that  the  honest 
traveller  would  be  relieved  without  hardship,  and  they  would 
not  object  to  hardship  being  enforced  on  the  idler.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  walking  a  lull  steady  dav*8  journey  day  after 
day  would  entirelv  destroy  the  charm  of  an  easy  vagabond 
life.  It  would  also  have  the  important  advantage  that  it 
would  enable  us  to  know  the  course  of  our  vagrants.  But 
this  system  has  failed,  and  has  had  to  be  given  up  for  Ihe  pre- 
sent, not  as  I  believe  from  any  weakness  in  itself,  but  simply 
from  the  difficultv  of  getting  it  properly  carried  out.  To  deal 
with  such  an  evil  as  vagrancy  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  nearly 
unanimous  action  over  a  large  extent  of  countiy.  It  is  neces- 
sary also  to  make  the  labour,  where  it  is  inflicted,  real  and 
severe ;  but,  after  we  had  got  three  counties  to  adopt  a  far 
higher  degree  of  uniformity  than  had  previously  been  arrived 
at,  I  foncd  that  out  of  37  unions  24*  gave  from  12  to  18  ounces 
of  bread,  and  IS  gave  from  8  to  nothing ;  8  required  four 
hours  of  labour,  and  9  gave  none  at  all ;  6  had  baths,  and  82 
had  none.  From  such  a  want  of  uniformity  the  system  naturally 
failed.  I  endeavoured  to  get  permission  from  the  Poor  Law 
Board  that,  where  this  system  was  established,  and  where  all 
honest  travellers  were  altogether  relieved  from  labour,  those 
who  could  not  show  that  they  were  travelling  straight  might 
be  called  on  for  a  six  hours'  task  instead  of  four ;  but,  failing 
to  obtain  either  uniform  action  or  a  power  of  enforcing  labour, 
the  plan  had  to  be  abandoned.  I  cannot  but  believe,  however, 
that  in  due  time  the  care  of  vagrants  must  be  altogether  made 
over  to  the  police,  and  the  expense  paid  out  of  the  counbr  rate, 
as  was  suggested  in  1868  by  her  Majesty's  Poor  Law  Inspec- 
tors, Sir  John  Walsham  and  Mr.  Corbett,  and  urged  in  Parlia- 
ment  by  Sir  Michael  Beach,  then  secretary  to  the  Poor 
Law  Board.  When  this  is  done  uniformity  of  action  will 
be  secured ;  and  the  ticket  system  will,  I  think,  work  well. 
But,  though  we  have  been  unable  to  get  that  united 
action  which  alone  can  enable  us  to  cope  with  such  an 
evil  as  vagrancy  from  the  different  boards  of  guardians, 
we  and  several  other  counties  have  obtained  some  degree  of 
unity  of  action  from  the  magistrates.  At  the  Trinity  Quarter 
Sessions,  1869,  our  magistrates  agreed  to  adopt  the  system 
which  had  been  found  to  work  well  in  Cumberland  (described 
in  a  Parliamentary  paper,  "Vagrancy,  Cumberhmd  and  West- 
moreland,'!  printed  April  22,  1869),  and  had  been  more 
reoenthr  tried  with  good  success  in  several  other  counties,  viz. : 
that  of  the  magistrates  in  quarter  sessions  recommending  to 
their  brethren  throughout  the  county  that  every  person 
proved  to  have  begged  of  any  one  should  be  sent  to  prison. 
As  soon  as  this  resolution  was  passed  the  police  exerted  them- 
selves vigorously,  a  large  number  of  beggars  were  sent  to 
prison,  generally  for  ten  days  each,  and  the  effect  has  been 
that  the  vagrants  properly  so  called  (that  is  to  say  those  who 
sleep  in  the  vagrant  wards  of  workhouses)  have  diminished 
by  about  one-fifth.  But  the  far  larger  number  of  tramps  who 
used  to  pass  my  lodge  on  the  road  from  Bristol  to  Birming- 
ham have  diminished  bv  more  than  half,  and  the  nuisance  to 
the  poor  dwellers  by  the  road-side  is  greatly  abated.  This 
system  has  been  adopted  by  ten  counties  entirely,  and  by  six 
others  partially,  before  last  October,  and  in  all  with  similar  good 
results.  This  last  plan  is  simple  and  easily  carried  out.  It 
is  also  sound  and  unobjectionable  in  principle  wherever  the 
rule  is  carefully  maintained  of  securing  the  absolute  neces- 
saries of  life  to  aU  who  are  destitute.  So  long  as  this  is 
known  by  the  public  to  be  done,  they  will  more  and  more 
rapport  us  by  withholding  their  misplaced  charity.  Tet,  I 
bdwve  that  we  can  only  hope  for  a  real  luppieuion  of 


vagrancy  by  the  first  plan  of  tickets  where  the  whole  sue  q( 
this  class  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  poliee.  There  ii  i 
third  system  to  which  I  had  not  intended  to  rerot,  becsual 
thought  that  the  scheme  of  a  neighbouring  county  would  hire 
been  so  well-known  to  you  as  to  have  needed  no  remuki  of 
mine.  But,  however  well-known  to  yon,  I  must  mentioa  the 
scheme  of  my  friend  Captain  Amyatt  Browne,  duef-coBttib|e 
of  Dorset,  of  providing  by  privute  subscription  s  sapplc] 
mentary  assistance  to  all  travellers,  which,  I  uadentaoi  has 
had  the  effect,  which  might  have  been  expected,  of  iodacing 
the  public  to  withhold  their  alms  from  people  of  whom  thej 
know  nothing.  This  again  is  a  sound  principle.  It  hss  the 
slight  disadvantage  of  depending  on  voluntvy  sabKriptiQ&, 
and  being,  therefdre,  somewhat  1ms  reliable  than  a  rate  np- 
port,  and  it  is  less  punitive  than  I  would  wish  towtrds  the 
professional  tramp ;  but  it  is  good  and  independent,  and  woiU 
continue  to  work  well  with  either,  or  both  the  others.  For* 
give  my  asking  your  consideration  of  one  other  smsll  matter. 
Man;^  gentlemen,  who  have  not  gone  closely  into  the  stitiftiei, 
imagine  that  the  cost  of  vagrancy  is  a  heavy  item  in  the  poor- 
rates.  This  is  not  so,  and  our  object  in  repressing  Ttfranti, 
is  not  the  cost  of  the  rates,  but  the  rescuing  meo  wm  i 
vicious  life.  If  the  most  liberal  allowance  of  food,  fuel,  Ksp, 
&c.  that  is  given  at  any  union  were  made  universal  throngh- 
out  the  country,  the  cost  would  then  amount  to  about  one 
four- hundredth  part  of  the  total  rate,  so  that  a  farmer  vbo 
would  pay  twenty  pounds  of  poor-rate,  while  the  most  lihenl 
allowance  was  made  to  vagrants,  would  pay  £19  198.if  tUaid 
iO  vagrants  were  refused. 

Mr.  W.  PoETjLL  said  he  believed  he  shonld  eniesi  the 
general  feeling  of  the  meeting  if  he  thanked  Mr.  Mer  for 
coming  from  so  great  a  distance  as  Gloucester  that  daj  is 
order  to  attend  the  conference,  and  thus  help  them  to  isia- 
gurate  their  first  meeting.  The  subject  of  vagrancy  wis  oai 
of  extreme  importance,  especially  in  Hampshire  at  the  wtsai 
moment,  for  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  had  given  notice  tut,  at 
the  next  sessions  of  the  county  magistrate,  he  ihonld  be  pr^ 
pared  to  bring  some  notion  on  vagrancy,  more  or  less  definitt, 
before  the  Court,  with  the  view  of  putting  a  stop  to  iti  pest 
increase  in  the  county.  This  increase  was  shown  is  the 
returns  from  all  the  unions.  A  great  many  gentlcmea  hid 
most  kindly  forwarded  to  him  (Mr.  Portal)  eveiy  half  year  i 
half-yearly  statement  of  the  condition  of  their  unioDS.  ft 
was  much  to  be  desired  that  they  should  all  be  better  infonsed 
on  the  following  points :  Population  and  area,  which  vere 
generally  omitted  from  their  half-yearly  abstrads,  but  whieh 
would  be  found  very  useful ;  and,  ako,  not  only  the  nmhtf 
of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence  expended,  but  the  nnmber  of 
persons  relieved  during  the  past  half-year,  and  the  conwpw- 
ing  number  for  the  previous  half-year.  Furnished  with  the* 
facts,  those  at  a  distance  would  be  much  better  able  to  jii4ge 
by  the  returns,  and  when  they  met  at  that  conferenee  to  coa* 
pare  notes  for  mutual  advantage.  He  regretted  its  necwatj, 
but  he  thought  they  would  be  obliged  tu  revert  to  the  sptea 
of  handing  over  vagrants  to  the  police.  Some  of  the  Tspwti 
had  acknowledged  that  they  had  never  done  a  day's  work  a 
their  lives,  and  declared  that  they  never  intended  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Tatlor  referred  to  the  efforto  which  had  been  made » 
check  vagrancy  in  Berkshire.  It  was  arranged  that  trsaM 
shonld  receive  tickets  throngh  the  inspector  of  police  ia  Ae 
district,  under  the  supposition  that  if  they  presented  thsa* 
selves  before  the  police  their  number  would  DerBdaoed,ii» 
thus  be  the  means  of  effecting  the  object  in  view.  With 
respect,  however,  to  fieading,  the  naolts  had  aot  beea  n 
accordance  with  the  wishes  and  expectations  of  the  commiltee* 
who  devised  the  scheme.  After  a  time  the  number  of  trafip» 
increased  considerably ;  yet,  in  addition  to  the  aecsssity  oi 
obtaining  these  tickets,  a  certain  amount  of  labour  vas  iB* 
posed,  and  he  believed  the  plan  was  fairly  carried  out 

Mr.  Whitcombe,  speaking  of  the  Foitaea  Union,  said  tt^ 
in  1850  the  number  of  tramps  admitted  was  upwards  of  b,W 
but  the  numbers  progressed,  till,  in  1862,  they  had  mereiMd 
to  16,165.  The  Guardians,  finding  that  they  incmacdao 
rapidly,  oo-operated  with  the  Watch  Committee  of  the  CosacO, 
and  from  that  time  the  inspector  of  police  was  P«i4 *•}!*" 
saUiy.  Ha  gave  tickeU  to  these  tramps,  without  which  WJ 
could  not  obtain  a  nighfs  lodging.  The  ^""^"^"^S'? 
that,  twelve  months  afterwards,  the  number  was  rednced  M 
4,785,  and,  in  the  year  ending  Lady-day  last,  «^»"lj!r 
relieved  during  the  year  had  been  redaoed  to  Zfi9*»  tbi 
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OurdiiBi,  tiia«fer^  0(NiU  btar  tertiiiionj  to  the  adYantani 
TualtaBg  from  niefa  a  syitam  being  earned  oat.  They  had  a 
Bopolationof  nearly  100,000,  and  the  Tagrants  were  always 
Medtoabatfa. 

Sir  M.  H.  BiACH  laid,  he  had  taken  the  greateit  interest 
in  tiiit  sstgeet,  and  he  thought  statistics,  from  the  different 
oethods  adopted  by  the  various  andiorities  who  compiled  them, 
vera  rery  faUadoos  things ;  bnt  the  statistics  oi  the  Poor 
Uw  Bosrd  respecting  yagrants  were  taken  on  one  particular 
light,  sad  eompared  with  those  taken  on  that  partionlar 
Bi|ht  tgain  another  year.  The  whole  number  of  yagrants 
feud  ia  the  easnal  wards  on  the  1st  of  Julv,  1867,  only 
imounted  to  8,854,  bnt  on  the  1st  Jan.  in  the  following  year 
the  BoiDber  was  4,367,  and  in  July  reached  6,08S.  On  the  1st 
Jan.  1869,  it  decreased  to  6,846,  and  in  Jnlv  to  6,104,  while 
ia  isB.  1870,  the  figures  were  reduced  to  4,147  only.  This, 
hetbosfcht,  did  not  show  vagrancy  to  be  a  great  and  growing 
enL  The  main  reason  in  nvour  of  the  local  administration 
of  the  Poor  Lavs — namely,  that  the  guardians  were  acquainted 
with  the  cireumstances  of  applicants — ^was  not  one  that 
applied  to  these  vagrants.  They  belonged  to  all  parts  of  the 
eoontry,  aod  were  largely  composed  of  the  criminal  or  idle 
dm.  For  this  reason  he  considered  their  can  and  manage- 
Beot  should  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  police,  but  if  this 
vm  done  it  was  obvioos  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  alter 
the  ana  to  bear  the  costs.  The  good  result  of  this 
he  showed  from  an  actual  test  taken  in  London.  He  did 
Bot  vooder  at  the  statement  of  Mr.  Taylor  respecting  Reading 
ts  to  the  increase  of  vagrants  after  police  supervision.  In 
Glooeestenhire  the  authorities  fitted  up  certain  cells  in  a  dis- 
ued  prison  for  the  reception  of  vagrants,  and  this  plan 
Ncaral  the  advantagea  of  the  separate  system,  for  if  vagrants 
Hkeduything  it  was  herding  together.  A  superintendent 
policemaa  was  appointed  manager  of  the  wards,  who  had  2s. 

•  veek  for  his  trouble,  and  the  result  of  effective  management 
vu  eorions.  At  first,  however,  the  superintendent,  being 
ttw  to  the  business,  the  number  of  tramps  increased,  but 
nbsequently  they  decreased  considerably.  Me  would  remind 
then  that  it  wai  not  fair  to  take  the  effects  of  a  system  from 
u  isolated  instance,  and  whatever  system  was  taken  it  should 
be  onilonn  throughout  the  country.  They  would  then 
aaw  what  the  results  were  likely  to  be.  If  Mr. 
Baier^s  system  oould  be  carried  out  it  would  be  of 
the  greatest  importance,  as  securing  relief  to 
wy  one  travelling  m  a  bonJJUU  way  in  search  of  work. 
h  any  ease  he  would  have  sufficient  to  keep  him  from  starva- 
tion, audit  would  have  this  important  resnlt— that  when  the 
pnblie  knew  that  no  man  neea  starve  thev  would  button  up 
their  pockets,  and  he  thought  that  would  be  dealing  effectu- 
uy  with  vagrants.  Mr.  Goschen  had  conceived  that  it  would 
he  possible  to  confine  habitual  va^^rants  for  48  hours ;  but  he 
(the  speaker)  feared  this  proposition  would  be  a  dangerous 
one  to  adopt ;  for  it  would  do  away  with  the  benefit  of  the 
pnblic  knowing  that  any  man  might  receive  relief  when 
iitteriy  destitute.  Although  vagrancy  was  diminishing,  the 
qvstion  appeared  to  him  to  be  one  of  great  importance,  and 
Bothing  could  tend  better  to  a  solution  of  the  difficulty  than 
cooferaices  of  that  character,  where  they  oould  meet  and  take 
coDDsel  tonther. 

Mr.  B.  Baku  said  the  best  method  of  employing  vagrants 
*u  where  there  was  a  well  at  the  bottom  of  the  garden,  and 

*  hr^e  tank  on  a  rise  at  the  back  of  the  house,  to  set  all 
Twrants  to  carry  80  buckets  of  water  in  the  morning  before 
th<7  left.  That  waa  work  anybody  could  {lerform — it  required 
^>hill.  Stune-breaking  might  be  done  in  some  places,  gar 
^^^  in  others ;  bnt  there  certainly  was  a  difficulty  in  pro- 
^^g  profitable  employment. 

TheBev.  Mr.  FoLxotMerved  that  the  working  man  never 
objected  to  work.    It  was  the  professional  tramp. 

8ir  M.  H.  BiACH  said  it  was  not  correct  to  say  pauper 
J«»v  eonld  not  be  made  profitable.  He  had  known  a.  clear 
profit,  though  small,  on  each  vagrant  who  had  eome  into 
theaaion. 

Hr.  Mabx  said  at  Alresford  it  waa  foond  that  flint-emshing 
vu  not  unproftUble.  An  able-bodied  man  was  required  to 
cruh  a  bushel  of  flints  before  he  received  his  breakfast. 

The  Bev.  Mr.  Pols  remarked  upon  the  destruction  of 
«^iBg  by  tramps,  and  inquired  as  to  the  best  remedy.  They 
ttdaotre^  muiishment,and  he  did  not  think  they  were 
Mat  to  pnsoA  for  Bore  tiuB  91  dayi. 


Mr.  Leis  alluded  to  the  inoreaae  in  the  number  of  vagrants 
in  Hampshire,  hoping  that  the  discussion  would  result  in  an 
expression  of  opinion  by  the  meeting  that  they  should  be 
handed  over  to  toe  police. 

The  Chaibmaic  suggested  the  passing  of  a  resolution,  pro- 
viding not  only  that  vagrants  should  be  placed  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  police,  but  that  there  riiould  be  some 
interchange  of  communication  between  the  police  of  various 
counties  to  act  in  concert  together.  Such  an  expression  of 
public  opinion  would  show  what  the  feeling  of  the  country  was, 
and  if  his  suggestion  met  with  approval  he  would  embody  it 
in  a  resolution. 

Mr.  Bak£r  in  reply,  said  that  the  employment  of  a  police 
relief  officer  in  Essex  had  produced  an  extraordinary  effect  at 
first.  Since  it  had  been  established  it  brought  the  number  of 
vaunts  down  in  two  or  three  unions  from  82,000  to  some- 
thing like  1,200,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years.  Then  it  wu 
a  new  thing,  but  since  that  it  had  been  tried  all  over  the 
country  and  had  become  like  a  scarecrow,  which  at  first  kept 
birds  off,  but  subsequently  did  not  frighten  them.  With  re- 
gard to  the  question  of  what  thev  were  to  do  with  vagrants 
who  tore  np  their  clothes  he  would  remark  that  two  years  ago 
he  vidted  one  of  their  workhoosea  in  Qbooestershire  (Thorn- 
bury),  where  he  stayed  all  night.  During  the  ni^ht  a  man 
had  torn  up  his  clothes,  and  next  morning  he  waa  invited  to 
see  the  man  let  out.  He  waa  first  made  to  pick  oakum,  and 
then  a  aack  was  procured.  The  officers  cut  a  hole  in  the 
bottom  of  the  sack,  two  at  the  side,  and  then  pot  him  in  the 
sack,  with  his  arms  thrust  through  the  two  holes  at  the  side, 
in  which  condition  he  was  sent  out.  That  waa  a  perfect  cure. 
It  made  a  very  strong  impression,  and  since  that  there  had 
never  been  a  ease  of  clothes  tearing  in  the  Thombury  union. 

The  Chairium  then  proposed  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that 
all  vagrants  should  be  pUoed  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
police,  and  that  the  Chief  Constables  of  various  counties 
should  interchange  communications  for  the  purpose  of  acting 
in  concert,  so  that  the  destitute  might  be  relieved,  the  habi- 
tual vagrant  punished,  and  that  the  necessary  cost  be  defrajred 
by  the  borough  or  oonn^  rate,  whidi  was  oaened 
onanimonaly. 


OUT-DOOB     BELIEF. 

Mr.  Mabx  read  the  following  paper.  Having  been  re* 
quested  to  place  before  the  meeting  some  remanu  on  out- 
relief^  a  subject  which  will,  I  hope,  provoke  a  useful  discnasion 
to-day,  I  uentnre  to  request  your  patience  whilst  saying  a  few 
words  on  pauperism  generaUv,  and  on  the  direction  in  which 
we  must  look  if  we  desire  to  find  a  remedy  for  it.  The  ohangea 
which  occurred  in  the  use  and  holding  of  land  chiefly  during 
the  reigns  of  Henry  YII.  and  Henry  YIII.  converted  the 
peasantrjr  from  cultivators  into  labourers.  Under  that  great 
change  England  might  still  have  remained  free  from  panperiam 
but  for  later  errors.  Judging  from  the  history  of  HoUand  and 
England,  the  present  painful  and  disgracefrd  state  of  pauperiam 
in  which  we  find  ourselves  was  the  result  of  extravagant  ex- 
penditure on  foreign  war,  and  oonsequent  debt,  which  led  to 
the  substitution  of  indirect  taxation  on  the  necessaries  of  life 
for  direct  taxation  upon  land,  then  almost  synonymous  with 
property.  Thus  the  source  of  pauperism  waa  the  shifting  of 
taxation  from  the  land  of  the  nch  to  the  labour  of  the  pooi^— 
from  the  shoulders  of  those  who  had  property  to  the  backs  of 
those  who  had  none.  We  all  know  that  want  and  distress  are 
inevitable,  but  it  is  otherwise  with  pauperism,  which  is  a 
disease  of  man's  creation,  and,  once  called  into  being  b]r  a  bad 
system  of  laws  and  taxes,  it  spreads  gradually  and  continually 
like  an  infectious  disease.  Although  the  current  belia 
amongst  us  is  that  poor  Laws,  hke  ours,  lessen  poverty  and 
prevent  starvation,  they  probably  multiply  both.  The  poverty 
and  misery  permanently  existing  in  our  great  cities  is  without 
example  in  any  prosperous  country,  and  the  inefficiency  of  the 
poor  laws  in  time  of  severe  pressure,  as  for  instance  during 
the  cotton  famine  in  Lancashire,  or  during  the  last  winter  in 
London,  is  indisputable.  In  frict,  the  resource  which  should 
be  reserved  for  an  extreme  case,  viz.,  the  paying  of  public 
money  for  the  support  of  the  poor,  now  only  avails  under 
ordinary  circumstances,  and  we  nave  to  return  to  the  natural 
remedy,  namely,  private  charity,  in  any  great  crisis.  There  is 
rearan  to  beUeve  that  more  people  dii  St  want  and  its  ooaae* 
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qnencet  in  London  with  a  poor  law  and  three  millions  of 
inliabitants  than  in  Italy  with  twenty  miUiont  and  no  poor 
law.  It  is  remarkable  that  those  who  live  where  tiiere  is  a 
legal  and  compulsory  rate  for  the  support  of  the  poor  cannot 
believe  that  any  well-governed  country  can  get  on  without 
such  a  system,  whilst  those  who  live  where  there  is  no  such 
provisioQ  arc  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  it  can  be  necessary. 
In  Scotland,  where  a  Uw  for  compulsory  asse%smeut  has  long 
existed,  although  as  late  as  1815  it  ap|)car&  to  have  been 
enforced  only  in  some  exceptional  parishes  in  which  the 
Toluntary  system  had  been  allowed  to  fail,  the  Euglisth  system 
is  now  thoroughly  established ;  but  yet  cases  of  death  from 
want  are  as  likely  to  occnr  as  under  the  old  state  of  things, 
wlien  adole  of  meal  was  given  only  to  the  poorest  out  of  the 
money  collected  in  the  kirk.  The  consequences  of  the  com- 
palsory  system  are  so  fatal  to  piivate  cliarity  that  the  mere 
proposal  to  adopt  it  caused  the  weekly  collections  for  the  poor 
to  fall  oif  considerably ;  and,  as  poor  laws  had  come  to  be 
regarded  as  the  proof  of  civilisation,  even  the  success  of  Dr. 
Chalmers  in  Edinburgh  failed  to  convince  the  Scotcli  of  the 
Tilne  and  efliciency  of  their  ancient  habit  of  supporting  the 
poor  by  local  collections  and  unpaid  administrations.  One 
difference  between  a  country  with  poor  laws  and  another  with- 
out is — tliat  in  the  former  there  are  one  or  more  paid  relieving 
oflSceis  in  a  district,  whereas  in  the  latter  every  man  and 
every  woman  is  an  unpaid  and  self-appointed  relieving  officer. 
Of  late  years  many  taxes  have  been  taken  off  the  necessaries 
of  life,  and  the  peasant  is  no  longer  bound  down  to  the  hmits 
of  his  parish.  These  changea,  combined  with  the  enormoas 
expansion  of  commerce  brought  about  by  the  gold  discoveries, 
and  the  immense  amount  ot  labour  which  has  been  employed  in 
making  our  railways,  have  ctiused  the  evils  of  pauperism  to  be 
less  apparent,  and  to  grow  upon  us  less  quickly ;  ont  communism 
now  rampant  in  Russia,  powerful  in  France,  and  growing  in 
Germany,  will  come  upon  us,  either  by  gradual  steps  or  by 
sudden  revolution,  unless  we  give  up  palliatives,  and  seek  in 
earnest  to  rid  ourselves  of  the  disease  of  pauperism.  To 
effect  this  we  have  to  understand  its  causes,  and  to  investi- 
gate the  condition  of  countries  where  it  does  not  exist.  We 
may  then  be  induced  to  revise  our  land  laws  and  the  system 
of  government  and  taxation  which  have  prevailed  since  the 
Great  Revolution  two  centuries  ago.  Having  said  thus  much 
on  a  somewhat  distasteful  and  unpopular  subject,  I  turn  to 
the  case  more  immediately  before  us.  Can  we  prevent 
the  present  law  of  out-relief  from  increasing  the  distress 
which  it  was  designed  to  prevent?  I  fear  not.  It  is 
impossible  to  affirm  that  the  present  law,  aided  as  it  has  been 
by  circumstances  alluded  to  before,  viz.,  the  discovery  of  gold 
and  the  formation  of  railwajs,  and  also  by  improved  schools, 
allotments  of  land,  and  an  increased  number  of  benefit 
societies,  has  raised  tlie  agricultural  labourer  to  a  condition  of 
wholesome  independence  and  manly  self  trust.  The  legislation 
of  1834  swept  away  many  abuses,  and  saved  the  owners  and 
occopiert  of  land  from  ruin ;  but,  in  spite  of  it,  and  many 
subsequent  acts,  and  all  the  orders,  counter-orders,  apd  ex- 
ceptions of  the  Poor  Law  I5oard,  the  peasant  is  as  ready  as 
ever  to  draw  what  he  still  calls  "parish  pay,"  and  oiten 
objects  to  join  a  benefit  club  on  the  ground  that  "  it  wonld 
only  save  the  parisli."  At  the  same  time,  an  increasing 
number  of  artisans,  of  small  tradesmen,  and  of  other  persons 
who  have  friends  able  to  maintain  them,  are  constantly 
trying  to  obtain  out-relief.  Many  who  are  above  the  con- 
dition of  those  who  depend  ou  their  daily  labour  for  their 
daily  bread  have  no  shame  in  asking  for  out  relief,  little 
hesitation  in  obtaining  it  when  it  is  not  a  necessity,  and  no 
thought  that  the  rates  are  extracted  from  people  as  poor,  and 
often  poorer,  than  thera&elves.  All  will  admit  that  much  of 
the  money  spent  in  out- relief  really  acts  as  a  rate  in  aid  of 
wages,  and  keeps  down  the  latter  to  its  lowest  point,  thus 
deeply  injuring  the  agricultural  labourers,  particularly  the 
good  and  pruoent,  and  indirectly  injuring  those  who  emplov 
them,  for  the  men  work  short  hours  in  Hampshire,  and, 
except  when  at  task  work,  give  inferior  labour  for  inferior 
wages.  Artiaans,  Mho  are  lietter  able  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves, have  not  suffered  in  tlie  same  proportion.  They  have 
sncceeded,  by  trades  combinations  and  emigration,  in  keeping 
their  wages  at  a  high  figure,  although  they  are  at  the  present 
moment  suffering  seriously  from  want  of  employment->a  want 
which  wonld  be  partially  removed  if  they  would  accept  lower 
Mtminga.    A  Tftst  number  of  them  provide  for  illneas  and  old 


age  by  saving  or  by  benefit  dabe ;  but  many  of  them  tnit  to 
the  poor  law,  and  come  for  ont- relief  in  case  of  sickBesi,fitV<r 
immediately  or  after  a  few  weeks.  The  evils  of  oat-relief  la 
destroying  the  self-reliance  of  the  pauperised  classes,  tnd  q( 
undermining  that  of  the  class  just  above  them,  vss  to  k.^ 
been  averted  by  the  workhouse  test.  This  test,  however,  im 
failed,  and  is  almost  in  abejftnoe,  as  the  exceptioos  alk)itd  uj 
the  I'oor  Law  Board  are  acted  upotl  and  the  genenl  order  j 
not.  Boards  of  guardians  arc  naturally  reloctaat,  trirf /s; 
op/iou  14  leji  io  ihem^  to  take  a  step  which  may  force  peopji 
into  the  union  house  against  their  will,  and  break  up  the  bo-w 
of  a  family.  They  also  shrink  from  the  greater  oost  of  ket^is; 
a  family  in  the  union  house.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  '.!< 
amount  of  money  raised  by  benefit  dubs  in  agricaitani 
districts,  althougli  much  increased,  is  still  insigDificnt  is 
compared  with  the  sum  spent  in  ont-relief.  As  it  bit  ^ 
useful  to  compare  the  out-relief  given  in  different  luuosi  I 
subjoin  a  table  of  that  given  at  Alresford : 

1.  A  sick  man  with  a  family  receives  about  the  ordnar; 
amount  of  wages,  chiefly  in  money  and  partly  in  bread. 

2.  An  able-bodied  widow  witli  children  reeeires  for  ork 
child  one  shilling  and  a  gallon  of  bread  weekly. 

S.  An  old  couple  receives  5s.  6d. 

4.  An  old  person  receives  3s. 

5.  A  lying-in  woman  who«e  hnsband  is  at  work,  if  tk^ 
are  five  or  more  children,  receives  2s.  6d.  or  8s.  s  v«k  for 
four  weeks. 

6.  The  sick  have  a  nurse  found  them  when  neccsHTy.u: 
meat,  wine,  porter,  &c.,  when  recommended  by  the  doeur. 

7.  The  funeral  of  a  grown  person  co»ts  the  parish  from  23i. 
to  27s. ;  that  of  a  child  less. 

8.  An  order  for  medicAl  attendance  is  given  vhea  ap^'i^ 
for,  except  in  the  case  of  persons  earning  more  than  ordisi7 
wages. 

The  earnings  of  the  agricuUnral  labourer  average  »b* 
14b.  a  week,  but,  with  the  exception  of  carters  and  shqtberJs 
who  are  supposed  to  be  better  off,  we  take  their  earsmsi  t 
the  ordinary  rate  of  day-pay,  say  10s.  in  considmnir  ikt/ 
means  of  supporting  a  sick  wife  or  child.  If  a  man  bdfis^ 
to  a  benefit  club,  «e  treat  him  as  if  he  had  half  his  dcii 
allowance,  considering  the  other  half  as  a  meant  of  w^v 
ing  him  with  sick  comforts,  and  so  more  quickly  rtsJurai 
him  to  health.  The  cases  with  which  we  have  the  most  ii- 
culty  are  those  of : 

1.  Men  partially  disabled  who  apply  for  out- relief, laJ  *f 
permission  at  the  same  time  to  earn  what  they  can. 

2.  Children  of  able-bodied  men  in  full  work  for  whoo  no'-, 
milk,  &c.,  is  recommended  by  the  doctor. 

3.  Artizana  and  others  temporarily  ill,  whose  ordinary  ears- 
ings  are  from  ISs.  to  30s.  a  week. 

4.  Widows  with  children  occupying  a  house  rented  at  JM-'f 
£10  a  year,  and  carrying  on  some  business  which  the)  :iST  ^or> 
not  enable  them  to  support  their  children. 

5.  Persons  unable  to  work,  but  having  friends  able  or  W^ 
bound  to  support  them. 

If  the  responsibility  of  aupporting  the  last  da^s  cos^  }* 
made  to  fall  in  the  first  instance  on  the  relatives,  sad  oa  '^ 
union  only  when  these  have  proved  their  inability,  a  lafc 
amount  of  out-relief  wonld  be  struck  off  the  books.  At  p^ 
sent  the  relatives  frequently  escape  their  liability.  Ao<ithef 
improvement  in  the  law  would  be  to  make  relief  to  pem* 
not  living  in  the  union  illegal,  except  in  the  cases  of  ^^-^ 
and  public  institutions.  The  idea  of  charity  still  clings  to  «•■ 
relief,  which  in  all  the  above  cases  is  often  given  ahere  - 
would  be  better  systematically  to  refuse  it.  if  the  Ubosifr 
could  be  taught  to  depend  upon  himself,  and  not  oo  the  nw, 
he  would  receive  better  wages,  out  of  which  he  would  Ukj' 
to  put  by  for  sickness  and  old  age,  as  he  now  puts  by  ior  ^^ 
rent,  and  clothing.  It  is  quite  clear  that  diUrrss  is  "^  "-^ 
means  in  proportion  to  the  largeness  or  smallncfcs  of  "^ 
earnings,  but  rather  to  the  want  of  care  and  thrift  oo  the  f arj 
of  the  receiver.  Whilst  the  faroiliea  of  the  arraoortn  « 
Sutton  Coldfield,  who  earn  £1  a  day,  form  a  very  distitsai 
population,  as  the  men  work  about  three  days  a  «eel,i-- 
often  leave  a  wife  and  family  to  be  relieved  by  charity,  or  4 » 
loan  from  a  neighbour,  roost  of  those  wlio  are  prweat  \^ 
of  highly  credible  instances  amongst  the  agricultural  Ubooren, 
where,  notwithstanding  a  heavy  family  and  small  caniiap,tf 
home  is  kept  neat,  and  the  club  money  r^nlarly  psi^  ^*  ^ 
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eoBiideruig  the  qnestion  of  oat-relief  I  cominend  the  follow* 
in;  figures,  taken  from  the  Poor  Law  Reports  for  1868-69  aud 
1569-70,  to  the  attentioD  of  the  meeting : 

Indoor- Relief  Out- Relief. 

WaJsingham  (Norfolk)...  1868  £775  £»,262 

1869  923  9,168 

Atcham  (Shropshire) 1868  1,615  677 

1869  1,512  659 

HariDg  been  in  the  habit  of  considf  ring  that  under  ordiuary 
eircTiiDstances  a  union  was,  in  so  far,  fairty  well  managed 
•  herpthe  out-relief  amounted  to  three  times  ait  much  as  the 
iiMJoor,  I  am  quite  at  a  loss  to  nnder^tand  these  figures.  In 
the  Walfiinghara  Union  the  out-relief  is  nearly  twelve  times  as 
much  as  the  indoor,  aud  at  Atcham  it  comes  to  little  more 
than  one-third.  This  contrast  must  he  owing  to  exceptional 
circunijtances  or  to  exceptional  management,  and  in  either 
ft«  it  oaj[ht  to  throw  some  light  on  roor  Law  Administra- 
tion. I  will  conclude  by  askinjj  for  suggestions  from  those 
present  in  respect  to  the  adminiittration  of  out-rilief,  and  by 
piacmg  before  the  meeting  two  questions : 

1.  Is  it  desirable  that,  after  a  fixed  date,  out-relief  should 
be  ^ven  in  goods  only  ? 

2.  Is  it  desirable  that,  after  a  fixed  date,  out-relief  should 
be  sbolished,  excrpt  in    cases    of  urgent    and    immediate 

Mceaity. 

I  was  anxious  to  have  obtained  full  information  about  the 
vorkiny  of  the  Irish  Poor  Law,  where  only  a  small  portion  of 
ontrelief  is  given,  but  have  failed  to  do  so  from  want  of 
time.  It  must  be  understood  in  respect  to  the  above  qnes- 
tioM  that  any  large  change  in  the  law  of  out-relief  must 
Bot  affect  nersona  at  the  time  receiving  permanent  out- relief. 
Mr.  J.  B.  YoxGE  (Otterbourne)  read  the  following  paper : 
la  a  minute  of  the  Poor  Law  Board,  bearing  date  November 
^),  1869,  we  find,  "  One  of  the  most  recognised  principles  in 
onr  Poor  Law  is  tliat  relief  should  be  given  only  to  the 
wtnally  destitute,  and  not  in  aid  of  wages.*'  And  in  the  order 
prohibiting  out-door  relief  we  find  that  every  able-bodied 
|»rson  requiring  relief  shall  be  relieved  wholly  in  the  work- 
house, to  which  follow  certain  exceptions.  The  chief  difficulty 
of  proper  administration  by  the  guardians  lies  in  the  excep- 
tions under  which  comes  by  far  the  largest  portion  of  the 
ttfenditure,  being  for  the  year  ending  Lady-day,  1869, 
i'i.677,379,  against  £1,646,680  for  in-maintenance.  The 
cues  to  which  out-relief  is  allowable  may  conveniently  be 
divided  into  four  classes,  namely,  to  the  aged  and  iofirm,  to 
widows  with  families,  to  the  head  of  the  family  with  all 
dfpendent  on  him  on  acount  of  his  own  illness,  to  the  head  of 
the  family  on  account  of  the  sickness  of  a  member  of  it  de- 
pendent on  him,  including  medical  relief.  Witli  regard  to  the 
aged  who  have  become  incapable  of  maiutaiuing  themselves 
»ny  longer,  I  think  great  consideration  should  be  given  to  the 
wishes  of  the  persons  themselves,  and  also,  but  in  a  somewhat 
Ifss  degree,  to  those  who  are  infirm  from  sickness  in  compara- 
tive youth.  Some  have  no  great  objection  to  come  into  the 
poorhouse,  while  others  have  the  greatest  aversion  to  the 
restraints  necessary  for  the  welUbein^  of  any  number  of 
persona  brought  together.  The  guardmns  should  ascertain 
that  the  person  is  renlly  incapable  of  earning  a  maintenance, 
and  that  there  is  no  near  relation  of  sufficient  ability  to  pro- 
vide for  him ;  under  these  conditions  such  an  amount  of  out- 
relief  as  is  found  to  be  necessary  in  the  locality  should  be 
rented.  Indeed  the  opinion  of  the  Legislature  is  clearly 
enough  expressed  in  the  provision  that  two  justices  may  direct 
that  relief  shall  be  given  to  any  adult  person  who  shall  from 
a?c  or  infirmity  be  wholly  unable  to  work,  without  requiring 
thai  any  such  person  shall  reside  in  any  workhouse.  Next 
»e  may  consider  the  c:ise  of  widows  with  young  families,  and 
these  also  are  entitled  to  great  consideration.  If  the  widow 
w  a  person  of  anything  but  very  bad  character,  so  as  to  make 
it  desirable  to  remove  the  children  from  her  influence  in  any 
mamier  practicable,  the  general  value  of  home  bringing  up 
alo\e  that  in  the  workhouse  would  point  to  the  advisability 
of  granting  out-relief.  But  it  is  to  be  considered  that  the 
widow,  if  in  health,  ought  to  be  capable  of  maintaining  herself 
iiy  her  own  exertions,  and  therefore  any  out-relief  must  be 
ifTanted  in  respect  of  the  children  only.  This  is  ordinarily 
done  on  the  general  rough  scale  of  a  shilling  and  a  gallon  of 
oread  per  week  (or  each  child  of  tender  years,  and  if  the  widow, 


from  skill  in  trade  or  any  circomstauces,  ean  do  more  than 
maintain  herself,  she  must  as  far  as  possible  support  her 
children.  There  will  at  times  occur  a  case  in  which  a  widow 
may  apply  for  relief,  being  in  the  receipt  of  a  pension  from  i^ 
friendly  society.  Tlio  principles  of  action  applicable  to  thi^ 
have  been  so  fully  laid  down  in  a  letter  contained  in  the  last 
report  of  the  Poor  Law  Board  as  to  give  a  clear  guidance. 
They  point  out  that  an  income  arising  from  such  a  source  can 
no  more  be  overlooked  than  if  it  came  from  any  other  source 
whatever.  And  I  would  further  observe  that  inasmuch  as  it 
is  the  boundeu  duty  of  auy  parent  to  maintain  her  children  to 
the  utmost  of  her  power,  such  income  from  a  friendly  society 
could  not  be  considered  as  applicable  exclusively  to  the  widow, 
whatever  might  he  atlcmptcd  to  be  set  up  of  that  kind,  but 
must  be  employed  in  addition  to  her  own  kbour,  as  far  as  it 
will  go,  for  the  maiutenauce  of  her  chilcren.  The  great  thing 
to  be  borne  in  mind  by  the  administrators  of  relief  to  the  poor, 
as  well  as  by  possible  recipients,  is  that  nothing  but  destitution 
gives  any  person  a  title  to  be  maintained  at  the  expense  of 
their  neighbours ;  that  the  poor-nite  is  not  a  fond  to  bis  drawn 
on,  aud  to  get  as  much  out  ot  as  possible,  but  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  every  person  to  make  provision  and  to  use  the 
utmost  of  their  power  to  avoid  being  driveu  to  make  any  call 
on  others.  These  two  classes  are  comparatively  easy  to  deal 
with,  except  in  a  point  common  to  both,  and  that  is  whether 
guardians  should  grant  relief  to  persons  legally  charge- 
able to  their  union,  but  not  resident  within  it.  A  few 
cases  will  occur  when  this  may  be  desirable,  but  they  are 
very  rare,  and  should  be  discouraged  as  much  as  possiblt 
from  the  much  greater  difficulty  of  proper  superin- 
tendence, and  allowances  should  not  exceed  the  sum  found 
sufllcient  for  similar  cases  within  the  union  granting  relief. 
From  the  impossibility  of  exercising  the  necessary  vigilance 
by  the  officers  of  the  union  directly  interested,  these  cases  are 
more  liable  than  most  to  degenerate  into  relief  in  aid  of  wages, 
with  its  terrible  evils.  With  regard  to  all  ont  relief,  and 
especially  with  regard  to  the  classes  of  persons  now  to  follow, 
it  must  be  considered  that,  if  any  persons  in  higher  rank  were 
assured  that  in  case  of  illness  to  tnemselves  or  auy  member  of 
their  family,  medical  advice  would  be  provided  gratis — that, 
ill  the  case  of  those  making  an  income  by  their  own  personal 
exertion,  sustenance  in  their  own  rank  would  be  provided  in 
case  of  any  cessation  of  employment,  would  it  not  be  a  great 
inducement  to  spend  all  at  the  moment,  and  not  to  attempt 
any  provision  for  the  future  ?  And  yet  tins  is  precisely  what 
a  system  of  relief  unwisely  administered  oiferi  to  persons  who 
liave  to  live  a  life  of  toil  and  care  at  the  best,  while  we  all 
know  instances  that  show  how  much  is  in  the  power  of  those 
who  have  tlie  will  to  help  themselves  and  keep  from  need  of 
relief.  There  are  instances  of  men  who  can  earn  in  half  a 
week  an  ample  provision,  yet  spend  all  in  drink,  and  are  in 
destitution  till  pay  day  comes  again.  Should  such  a  man  &11 
ill,  is  his  a  case  for  gantiug  the  relaxation  of  ont  relief  P  It 
is  true  that  there  is  a  power  of  advancing  relief  by  way  of 
loan,  but  what  slender  chance  is  there  of  getting  anything 
back  from  such  a  man  F  He  might  never  be  reclaimed,  and 
probably  would  not  be,  but  the  example  should  be  given  that 
a  man  in  need  of  medical  or  other  aid  from  his  own  reckless- 
ness in  making  no  provision  for  the  future  when  able  to  do  so, 
should  not  be  relieved  anywhere  but  in  the  workhouse.  1 
draw  a  somewhat  extreme  case,  but  there  are  an  infinite  num- 
ber of  gradations.  It  is  not  right  for  a  man  in  regular  em- 
ployment, with  a  moderate  familv,  to  be  calling  on  the  reliev- 
ing officer  the  first  moment  he  falls  ill  to  supply  necessaries. 
And  yet  where  is  the  line  to  be  drawn  P  It  seems  impossible 
to  require  such  a  man  to  break  up  his  cottage  home  and  bring 
his  whole  family  immediately  into  tlie  workhouse  when  he  falls 
ill.  In  practice  it  cannot  be  done.  Indeed,  it  appears  politic 
to  be  ratner  liberal  of  relief  in  cases  where  the  bread  winner 
is  sick,  in  order  to  restore  him  as  quickly  as  possible.  The 
broad  conditions  of  out- relief  are  laid  down  for  us,  but  within 
them  lies  the  duty  of  the  guardians  in  discriminating  and  using 
the  workhouse  test  in  such  a  way  as  to  prevent  the  feeling 
that  there  is  a  sort  of  right  to  out-door  relief  in  all  cases  that 
come  within  these  conditions.  And  here  I  may  mention  how 
difficult  it  often  is  to  arrive  at  a  real  estimate  of  a  man*a 
ability.  Take  the  artizan  who  gets  a  pound  a  week  in  a  town, 
aud  a  labourer  whose  nominal  wages  appear  in  the  relieving 
officer*s  book  as  twelve  shillings  a  week,  when,  perhaps,  he  is 
in  reality  the  best  off  of  the  two.  The  townsman,  probably,  hai 
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mnoh  more  rent  to  pay,  has  no  garden,  no  means  of  making 
much  by  task-work,  no  thatching,  hoeing,  or  harvest ;  while 
the  labourer  Tery  likely  averages  in  money  over  ISs.  a  week 
for  the  year,  besides  advantages,  and  the  comparative  condi- 
tion of  the  two  men  is  not  soch  as  the  first  glance  would  sug- 
gest. I  think  in  the  country  that  out-relief  mnst  generally  be 
given  when  applied  for  when  the  head  of  the  family  is  dis- 
abled by  sickness,  but  not  if  a  man  was  in  receipt  of  rather 
exceptionally  large  wages  for  himself,  and  sons  at  home,  or  of 
abilitv  to  help,  or  if  the  family  were  light — that  he  should 
then  be  expecti^d  to  have  some  provision  by  him,  and  not  to 
ask  for  out-relief  unless  his  disability  continue  some  space  of 
time.  In  towns  especially  there  muit  be  other  elements  of 
consideration.  If  the  habitation  be  likely  to  retard  recovery 
from  over-crowding,  or  unhealthy  situation,  it  might  be  better 
to  take  a  man  into  the  workhouse,  even  family  and  all,  for  his 
more  speedy  cure.  An  intelligent  relieving  officer  may  here 
afford  most  valuable  assistance  by  making  observations  on  the 
cleanliness  and  accommodations  of  the  home.  If  a  home  be 
worth  having,  and  show  signs  of  care,  it  is  always  a  pity  and 
discouragement  to  break  it  up.  I  now  come  to  the  class  of  re- 
lief given  for  the  illness  of  some  member  of  the  family — the 
wifeor  child,and  generally  consisting  of  medical  attendance  with 
or  without  the  addition  of  nourishment.  There  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  practice  of  different  unions  has  been  dissimilar, 
and  miffht  with  advantage  be  brought  nearer  together.  Id 
some  places  the  attendance  of  the  doctor  is  granted  with  the 
utmost  freedom,  and  mischief  must  arise  from  this  practice 
making  almost  the  whole  population  paupers.  The  duty  of 
providing  medical  attendance  for  a  member  of  the  family  lies 
first  on  the  head  of  it,  and  he  has  no  more  claim  to  be  relieved 
from  that  duty  at  the  expense  of  others  than  from  any  other. 
Such  cases  as  men  in  regular  work,  with  not  more  than  two 
children,  should  generally  not  be  allowed  the  attendance  of  the 
union  doctor.  A  lon^-continued  course  of  illness  might  cause 
•uch  a  drain  as  to  produce  a  necessity  of  applying  for  relief  at 
last.  In  that  case  a  voucher  should  be  produced  to  show  that 
exertion  had  been  made,  such  as  a  receipted  doctor's  bill,  or 
satisfactory  evidence  that  a  great  expense  had  been  paid,  not 
onl^  incuned.  I  may  also  point  out  that  there  is  an  amount 
of  injustice  towards  the  meoical  officers  in  throwing  on  them 
a  large  amonnt  of  attendance  on  persons  who  should  not  really 
be  considered  paupers,  and  that  in  two  ways :  Brst,  by  throwing 
more  on  them  than  they  contracted  for ;  and,  secondly,  by  de- 
priving them  of  the  reasonable  payments  that  thev  should 
receive.  And  the  scale  generally  adopted  by  medical  men  in 
their  dealings  with  the  poor  is  not  such  as  to  be  beyond  their 
means.  Such  a  case  as  that  mentioned  above  is  not  one  of 
real  destitution,  and  really  a  man  who  should  neglect  to  provide 
medical  attendance  would  render  himself  liable  for  the  conse- 
quences of  such  neglect ;  and  if  the  doctor  attended  a  child  on 
an  order  given  by  the  relieving  officer,  I  suppose  that  the 
father  would  be  as  much  liable  to  punishment  for 
allowing  a  member  of  his  family  to  become  chargeable 
as  if  he  had  neglected  to  find  food.  But,  as  this  would  Be  too 
harsh  a  method  to  employ  in  practice,  the  alternative  must  be 
adopted  of  saying,  '*  If  yon  like  to  come  into  the  house  all  your 
wants  will  be  provided  for,  but  we  cannot  relieve  yon  out  of 
it."  It  will  be  observed  that  I  am  endeavouring  to  propose 
for  discussion  some  points  that  may  assist  in  ascertaining 
whether  a  person  comes  within  the  line  of  being  rightly  consi- 
dered so  far  destitute  and  unable  to  provide  what  is  requisite 
as  to  be  entitled  to  receive  it,  and  advocating  the  offer  of  in- 
door relief  in  many  cases  as  a  test,  and  that  oiy  opinion  is  that 
the  general  practice  has  become  too  ea^.  Take,  again,  the 
case  of  a  domestic  servant  comine  home  ul  from  a  good  place. 
Guardians  would  hardly  be  justified  in  treating  such  a  person 
as  one  who  coold  have  made  no  provision.  On  the  contrary, 
there  has  been  opportunity  of  laying-by  against  a  bad  time, 
and,  if  nothing  has  been  done,  such  a  person  ouffht  not  to  ex- 
pect out-relieL  Thpre  are  other  causes  that  should  also  be 
considered,  such  as  the  nature  of  the  habitation,  the  ability  of 
relatives  to  perform  nursing  efficiently,  and  the  nature  of  the 
disorder ;  these  are  i>nfficiently  obvious.  Two  other  points  I 
can  only  touch  on,  to  show  that  what  is  commonly  called  the 
doctor's  order  for  meat  or  other  subsistence  is  nothing  but  his 
certicate  that  he  considers  such  diet  desirable,  and  that  on  the 
guardians  lies  the  duty  of  decision  who  is  to  provide  this.  It 
ihonld  be  far  from  a  matter  of  ooune  to  allow  It  ai  relief.  Also, 
lAMMot  fKaer«b,tlMt  QOf^Miftfuico  ihoTOd  erer  lie  fiv^a  un- 


less the  funerals  lutve  been  conducted  in  the  most  mexpeBcve 
manner — no  expending  private  means  on  onameati,  isd 
coming  on  the  rates  for  necessaries-  I  have  lately  hard  of  i 
parish,  in  another  county,  where  the  relieving  officer  gira  2s.  k 
or  Ss.  aa  a  matter  of  course  on  a  death.  Complaints  are  uiTtntl 
of  the  increase  of  expenditore  for  relief  within  the  hit  £;¥ 
years.  May  not  a  lai^  portion  be  attributed  to  the  luit;  rf 
guardians  in  allowing  out-relief  too  freely,  and  thos  n^n^- 
ing  a  spirit  of  running  to  the  relieving  officer  foreveiytro-jbi, 
instead  of  exertion  to  get  on  without  assistance  P  It  his  bee: 
observed  that  in  proportion  as  the  amonnt  of  out-rdief  ii 
smaller  as  regards  the  sum  expended  on  in-maintesuoe,  k 
will  the  pauperism  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  union  be  fbui  U 
he  less,  and  the  population  hold  a  more  independent  <(nnt. 

The  Rev.  J.  G.  Joici  thought  it  was  a  matter  of  exhtse 
importance  that  every  one  connected  with  tiie  vofkiaj  d 
unions  should  ascertain  whether  it  was  possible  to  have  un- 
derstood scale  of  wages  at  which  relief  should  be  gruted. 

Mr.  W.  PoRTiiL  said  this  subject  seemed  enough  u>  eh: 
everyone  less  diffident  than  himself  quvl,  but  rarae  ooc  bi^ 
speak  to  ascertain  the  solution  of  the  question,  if  it  werrp>> 
sible  to  solve  it.  He  feared  that  in  Hampshire  tbn  vr* 
powerless  to  provide  a  remedy  for  the  eviL  Thefsetnat^ 
pauperism  was  still  increasing,  and  the  number  of  i|i|>lis 'j 
for  relief  in  regard  to  the  per  oeatage  of  the  popokios  w 
assuming  a  most  gigantic  phase.  He  would  refer  to  Ateb' 
the  chairman  of  which  Union  (Sir  B.  Leighton)  he  knf«.  i^ 
who  was  supposed  to  be  the  model  chairman  of  £Bglud,Li 
no  one  had  paid  more  attention  to  the  subject.  He  Id  hm 
chairman  ever  since  the  year  1836  or  1837,  and  be  (Ur.  Pcrtil 
attended  a  meeting  at  Midvem  at  which  Sir  Baldwia  Lefti'^ 
presided.  He  must  confess  that  Sir  Baldwin  did  not  orrj  .^ 
meeting  with  him,  for  he  laid  down  rules  which  others  sai 
himself  (the  speaker)  thought  in  prmctice  would  work  rerrUii; 
but  his  accounts  showed  the  moet  astonishing  lenhs.  Bt 
whole  of  the  outdoor  relief  did  not  come  to  more  than  t^Lr. 
of  the  indoor  relief.  He  asked  Sir  Baldwin  certain  qw^^ 
which  he  thought  would  be  posers.  He  asked  him  ose  tjI 
respect  to  the  militia,  namely,  when  that  body  wis  c&llfli.^ 
what  amount  of  relief  should  be  given  to  the  men's  fariL'*- 
Sir  Baldwin  expressed  extreme  anrpise  that  aay  pstki-: 
calling  himself  a  guardian  of  the  poor  should  put  &ach  i  ^ 
tion.  They  knew  so  well  in  his  locality  that  they  woaU  »pr 
get  relief  and  that  it  was  never  even  applied  for.  Mr.  Man  ^ 
made  a  proposition  with  which  he  could  not  agree  si  all— -'^' 
non-resident  relief  should  be  made  illegal,  for  hetho&f)''^ 
would  be  most  hard  that  guardians  should  refusetonw  reWo; 
less  they  had  the  people  under  their  control.  He  (Mr.  Portal  -  < 
not  suppose  he  should  carry  the  meeting  with  him.  He  bff 
that  the  practices  of  boards  differed  very  much,  bnt  he  coC^ 
regard  this  proposition  as  kind,  liberal,  or  CbrirfiiD.  fto 
the  case  of  a  poor  person,  perhaps  eighty  or  nioetr  jein  c  • 
who  wished  to  go  and  live  with  her  daughter,  yet  Ww  »^ 
lived  in  the  next  union  the  guardians  should  say  i\teirx>i. 
give  her  no  relief.  He  should  be  glad  to  abolish  the  lav  t 
settlement.  Where  the  tree  fell,  there  let  it  lie,  bot  he  ^^ 
be  very  sorry  to  see  aged  people  prevented  from  li»iaj  •^^ 
their  children  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  Asothfr  ^'> 
position  was  to  get  rid  of  all  relief  except  by  goodi.  b  I^ 

Cerary  the  system  of  out-relief  was  extremely  simple,  fcr  tb^ 
ad  nothing  like  our  permanent  list.  They  never  gsw  ^ 
for  more  than  one  week  at  a  time,  and  every  eaie  tbaj'-J* 
had  to  come  before  the  board  once  a  week.  In  Eagaia^^ 
pennanent  lists  were  revised  sometimes  once  aqnut^j';' 
seldom  once  a  month,  and  much  improvement  might  be  efo^ 
in  that  practice.  A  case  came  before  him  last  week,  ia  »»^ 
would  have  been  much  better  for  the  family  to  eater  theb^< 
but  they  did  not  seem  to  undervtand  that  it  would  beio>  ^f 
pardiaiis  wished  it,  but  the  famOy  said  they  wooU  BOtj^'i? 
it.  How  should  guardians  deal  with  such  cases?  He  fai^  -^ 
a  long  experience,  but  confessed  he  could  not  teL  A**- 
would  say  that  he  and  hia  wife  would  rather  stane  thinf^<| 
a  workhouse,  and  although  the  guardians  would  have  ^^^^ 
opinion  to  back  them  (and  that  was  very  valuaUe),  ^^  '  ^ 
thing  went  on,  and  the  guardians  oontmned  to  give  ssch  a  ^ 
dicum  of  relief  as  prevented  starvation.  The  present  ptf  ^ 
age  in  the  North  of  Hampshire  and  Berkshire  v»«^ 
large,  the  number  of  persona  receiving  oat-doori«».JfJJ 
aboutl9toI3peroent.ofthepopQlM90IU    lRW«a»*« 
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Kr.  Sclatie:  Perhapt  they  bave  more  work  in  that  union. 

Mr.  W.  Portal  oontinned  :  Sir  Baldirin  Leighton  thought 
be  eoald  pot  bimaelf  in  competition  with  anj  other  chairman 
of  t  ttoion  as  to  the  namber  of  Post-office  Savings*  Bank 
books  (some  forty  or  fifty)  which  he  held  belonging  to  the 
people  iroand  him.  A  domestic  servant  ought  to  save  money ; 
bat  vhen  she  came  home,  and  a  doctor's  certificate  was  placed 
b^re  the  guardians,  and  she  applied  for  out-door  relief,  it 
teemed  hsrd  that  a  person  like  that  should  be  ordered  into  the 
hosse.  A  domestic  servant  ahonid  not  be  destitute,  or  a  burden 
on  tiie  rates,  or  kent  by  her  relatives.  It  was  extraordinary, 
too,  bow  wonderfally  well  the  poor  population  thought  the^ 
knew  the  state  of  the  poor-law.  Adults  imagined  that,  if 
over  sixteen,  they,  if  ill,  conld  not  be  refused  out-relief.  He 
knew  several  instances  in  which  efforta  had  been  made  to  die- 
eotrr  friends  who  were  able  to  support  their  poor  relatives, 
tod  vitk  good  results.  They  would  say.  perhaps,  that  certain 
lelstives  were  employed  in  such  a  business,  but  they  never 
heard  from  them,  and  it  was  impossible  to  get  any  support 
fnm  them.  He  thought  boarda  of  gnardians  might  take 
mesas  to  discover  those  who  were  liable  by  law  to  support 
their  relatives,  and  thus  prevent  many  people  from  becoming 
psDpfrs.  He  considered  that  it  would  be  better  for  many  of 
the  poor  sick  people  to  be  taken  to  the  workhouse ;  and  he 
vi&hed  he  eould  perenade  medical  gentlemen  to  change  their 
nixtsres  to  a  more  aimple  diet  than  wine,  brandy,  &c.  He 
thooght  of  all  cases  that  came  before  them  the  most  painful 
sod  ttie  most  difficult  to  deal  with  were  those  which  he  was 
sorry  to  say  were  more  frequent  this  June  than  in  any  pre- 
vious Jane'  of  which  he  had  had  experience,  and  were  likely 
tobeiDore  prevalent  next  autumn  and  irinter — the  case  of 
those  who  did  not  want  money,  but  work  ;  the  men  who  came 
tod  told  the  guardians  that  they  wanted  not  relief,  but  only 
vork.  He  had  felt  deeply  such  applications.  As  chairman, 
he  hsd  told  a  man  before  now  that  he  must  strike  out  into 
the  eoontij  and  get  work,  and  he  had  been  so  foolish  as  to 
listen  to  his  advice.  He  had  gone  forth,  tramped  the  country 
for  six  weeks  or  two  months,  walked  hundreds  of  miles,  conld 
iret  00  work,  and  all  he  had  done  was  to  wear  out  his  shoes. 
As  in  the  metropolitan  districts  they  had  power  given  them  by 
Isw  to  provide  district  works,  so  he  thought  they  might  now 
iod  for  the  next  winter  have  the  same  privilege  accorded  to 
the  eoontry.  He  did  not  know  how  they  were  to  meet  the. 
ease,  though  he  did  not  wish  to  '*  croak  "  or  be  despondent. 
At  their  last  meeting  of  the  Basingstoke  board,  they  had  the 
esse  of  a  man  not  being  able  to  get  a  day's  work.  These  men 
were  not,  of  course,  the  cream  of  society,  but  they  must  live, 
SBd,  if  they  conld  not  obtain  work  under  the  present  condi- 
tion of  things,  they  would  be  in  danger  of  starvation. 

Hr.  ScLATER  wished  to  say  a  word  on  behalf  of  the  rate- 
V^jm  with  regard  to  out-relief.  He  perceived  that  the  general 
feeling  of  the  meeting  was  against  out-door  relief,  but  some- 
thing must  be  done  for  the  sick  and  destitute.  Let  them  take 
the  case  of  a  sick  man  with  an  average  number  of  young 
ehildren—say  fonr,  which  with  his  wife  and  himself  would 
Btake  six  in  family.  He  was  not,  probably,  the  member  of 
SDT  dab,  and  found  himself,  perhaps,  unable  to  support  himself 
ud  those  dependent  upon  him  during  a  temporary  illness. 
The  gnardians  refose  him  relief,  and  the  whole  family  enter 
the  workhouse.  The  expense  would  be  a  guinea  a  week  to  the 
ntepsjen,  whereas  it  was  quite  certain  less  than  half  that 
sooi  would  suffice  given  as  out-relief.  He  should  like  to  know 
whether  the  ratepayera  were  prepared  to  submit  to  that  im- 
fBcase  augmentation  of  expense,  for  it  would  certainly  happen 
if  people  who  required  temporary  relief  were  token  into  the 


Hr.  R.  A.  Bayis,  as  a  guardian,  expressed  himself  in  favour 
of  outdoor  relief,  considering  that  the  wagea  of  an  agricul- 
tartl  Ubonrer  were  insufficient  to  enable  him  to  save  money  as 
a  resource  in  old  age,  and,  after  devoting  their  whole  life  to  a 
*peeial  purpoae,  it  would  be  very  hard  to  say  to  such  people 
"  You  must  go  into  the  workhouse.**  In  his  opinion  there 
nast  be  soma  means  of  giving  employment,  or  people  must  be 
better  paid,  to  enable  them  "  to  provide  for  a  rainy  day.**  Put 
the  wages  at  12a.  a  week  for  a  Hampsliire  agricultural  labourer, 
bow  was  it  noasible  for  a  man  with  a  family  to  provide  for  the 
fatore  ?  The  subject  of  medical  relief  frequently  came  before 
the  board  at  Basingstoke,  and  he  always  upheld  the  orders  of 
the  medieal  man,  for  he  thought,  aa  an  eduoated,  profeasional 


was  necessary  to  restore  the  sick  to  health.  If  the  medical 
man  prescribed  certain  things,  he  did  not  think  they  were 
justified  in  interfering  in  the  matter,  thus  setting  their  opinions 
against  his  medical  knowledge. 

The  Rev.  J.  H.  Stkwa&t  agreed  with  Mr.  Davis  when  he 
said  that  the  wages  of  any  agricultural  labourer  were  insuffi- 
cient to  meet  all  the  wants  that  other  classes  of  society  were 
expected  to  meet.  The  Poor-Laws,  he  understood,  were 
founded  on  two  principles — Christianity  and  necessity.  It 
had  struck  him,  as  a  guardian,  that  one  of  the  practical  diffi- 
culties in  dealing  with  cases  of  out-door  relief  arose  from  sick- 
ness, old  age,  and  infirmity — ^in  giring  that  relief  which  they 
were  allowed  to  dole  out  by  the  law.  The  principal  difficulty 
was  in  the  theory  that  every  person  should  be  pertertly  destitute 
before  entitled  to  relief,  but  he  questioned  whether  the  per- 
sons relieved  now  were  utterly  destitute.  All  possessed  some- 
thing. It  was  very  rare  that  a  person  came  before  them  who 
was  a  friendless  being  without  anything  in  the  world.  Many 
who  came  before  them  had  the  means  of  paying  into  a  sick 
dub,  friends  in  a  position  able  to  help,  and  when  they  could 
relieve  they  knew  the  amount  was  not  sufficient  to  maintain 
these  persons.  The  sum  given  was  not  sufficient  without  other 
sources  of  income  to  keep  them.  The  fact  was  that  they  gave 
these  people  less  because  they  were  conscious  they  had  other 
sources  of  income ;  but  this  fact  was  not  recognised  by  the 
law.  That  they  belonged  to  benefit  duba  was  thoroughly 
recognised,  in  which  case,  perhaps,  certain  deductiooa  were 
made.  The  gnardians  must  at  certain  timea  ignore  the  letter 
of  the  law.  That  was  a  difficulty  which  at  often  struck  him, 
but  the  solution  of  which  he  was  not  able  to  offer. 

Sir  Nelson  Rtcrott  said  that  where  a  militiaman  was 
called  out,  he  would  at  the  end  of  the  month  receive  about  £2 
for  his  bountf.  In  addition  to  this  he  received  articles  worth 
about  12s.  6d.,  but  the  board  of  guardians  had  no  power  to 
put  a  stop  on  that  money.  On  his  return,  however,  if  the 
Doard  chose  to  take  that  man  before  the  magistrates,  and 
prosecute  him  for  leaving  his  family  chargeable  to  the  pariah, 
they  would  be  perfectly  justified  in  so  doing. 

Sir  M.  H.  Beach  thought  this  suggestion  did  not  quite  hit 
the  nail  on  the  head.  In  the  North  Oloucestershire  Militia 
they  found  the  following  plan  the  best :  The  colonel  and  other 
officers  persuaded  the  men  to  send  money  home  to  their 
families,  and  this  was  easily  done,  for  they  could  say,  **  We 
shall  not  allow  you  to  re-enter  again  at  the  close  of  your  ser- 
vice unless  you  send  money  home  to  your  family.*'  As  to 
prosecuting  the  men,  he  was  afraid  guardians  would  not  be 
able  to  get  much  out  of  them.  He  had  listened  with  great 
attention  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  W.  Portal,  with  whom  on  one 
or  two  points  he  could  not  agree.  He  said  that  relief  should 
be  given  in  cases  of  destitution  only,  and  that  it  should  be 
given  in  accordance  with  Christianity.  Now  he  (Sir  M. 
Beach)  would  venture  to  say  that  the  Poor  Law  and  Chris- 
tianity had  nothing  to  do  with  one  another.  The  real  fact 
was  that  out-relief  should  be  given  ouly  in  cases  of  destitn- 
tion.  It  was  a  legal  and  monQ  fact  that  boards  of  guardians 
had  not  only  the  right,  but  were  compelled  to  inquire  into 
the  circumstances  of  the  applicant.  If  he  were  a  member  of  a 
benefit  society,  if  he  had  property  of  his  own,  or  any  possible 
source  of  income,  the  guardians  had  the  power  of  determining 
how  much  relief  it  was  necessary  to  give  in  order  to  pre- 
serve the  family  from  destitution.  Mr.  Portal  spoke  of 
kindness  and  liberality,  but  he  (the  speaker)  considered 
these  were  connected  simply  with  private  charity,  not  with  the 
law  of  poor  relief;  and,  m  justice  to  the  ratepayers  and  everf 
one  concerned,  he  though  it  would  be  a  great  pitty  if  kina- 
ness  and  liberality  should  enter  into  the  matter  at  ail.  With 
regard  to  non-resident  relief,  it  might  be  hard  that  guardians 
should  refuse  to  administer  relief  to  the  persons  named,  but 
the  line  must  be  drawn  somewhere.  And  what  was  their 
protection  P  The  relieving  officer ;  and  how  was  he  to  make 
satisfactory  inquiries  beyond  the  bounds  of  his  charge  P  Theao 
cases,  however,  were  so  few  in  number  that  they  should  not 
be  allowed  to  outweigh  the  rule  that  no  relief  should  be  given 
unless  due  inquiry  be  made.  He  looked  vrith  great  dread  and 
distrust  on  any  system  of  public  works.  They  were  burdened 
enough  with  rates,  without  adding  anything  to  increase  them, 
and  establishing  public  works  throughout  the  country  would 
be  to  add  to  the  rates. 

The  Rev.  J.  0.  JoiCE  observed  that  the  higheat  pide  wu 
irw  Chmtiaiiit^,  u^d  the  intesitioa  of  the  !«▼  io  thu  napeet 
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was  clearly  shown  in  providing  that  tlie  m&Btrr  of  a  union 
should  read  prayers  daily  to  the  inmates. 

Mr.  HUEUEY  said  that  in  Heading  they  did  not  relieve  the 
family  of  a  militiaman,  except  in  very  unnsual  cases.  He 
recommended  the  anions  of  Ilampshire  to  diacontinne  the 
practice. 

Mr.  B.  W.  Carter  asked  if,  after  the  medical  officer  had 
once  given  an  order,  there  was  any  power  of  revising  that 
order. 

Mr.  W.  FoRTAX  said  snch  order  had  heen  revised  in  many 
instances. 

Mr.  Cave  remarked  that  the  medical  order  was  taken  only 
as  a  recommendation,  and  the  guardians  discussed  the  qaes- 
tion.  They  did  not  doubt  it  should  be  carried  ont,  but  the 
question  with  the  guardians  was:  Who  was  to  pay  for  it? 

Mr.  Lewis  thou^rht  it  would  be  most  injudicious  to  obstruct 
the  action  of  the  medical  officer  in  the  application  of  remedies, 
and  it  wonld  not  contribute  in  any  way  to  the  economy  or 
welfare  of  the  country.  The  extra  nourishment  and  stimu- 
lants ordered  were  not  given  withont  consideration  of  the 
necessities  of  each  case,  and  the  absence  of  either  might 
prove  very  prejudicial  to  the  progress  of  the  patient. 

Several  speakers  added  corroborative  testimony  to  the  fact 
of  the  order  of  the  medical  officer  having  been  "  revised.** 
It  appeared  that  the  relieving  officer  had  the  power  of 
stopping  its  execution  if  the  applicant  was  not  considered 
"destitute." 

Mr.  Westlake  spoke  of  the  various  difficulties  which  a 
roan  had  to  contend  with  who  could  not  get  work,  and  said  if 
guardians  could  give  such  a  one  only  a  shilling  a  day,  it  would 
prevent  his  becoming  quite  pauperised. 

Mr.  W.  Portal  quoted  "  6len*s  Consolidated  Orders  of  the 
Poor-Law  Board,"  to  show  that  the  medical  officer  had  not 
power  to  order— simply  to  recommend — such  and  such  nourish- 
ments and  stimulants ;  but 

Sir  M.  H.  Beach  said  that  the  notes  in  that  work  had  not 
the  authority  of  the  Poor-Law  Board. 

Mr.  B.  Baker  pointed  ont  how  beoeflcial  the  steps  taken 
by  Sir  Baldwin  Leighton  had  been  in  the  interests  of  the  poor 
population  around  him.  One  method  which  he  took  for 
benefiting  the  poor  was  the  fencing  off  a  piece  of  land  that 
he  might  keep  a  cow,  or  it  was  arranged  so  that  it  was  allowed 
to  run  with  a  farmer*s  cow  in  the  neighbourhood.  But  nobody 
was  allowed  to  keep  such  an  animal  before  he  had  deposited 
a  good  sum  in  the  savings  bank.  Mr.  Baker  quoted  from  a 
pamphlet  which  he  had  published  on  "  The  Poor,"  in  which 
lie  advised  that  an  Act  should  be  passed  authorising  boards  of 
guardians  or  their  relieving  officers  to  detain  any  who  had 
claims  relief,  and  to  take  them,  if  necessary,  before  the  petty 
session  ;  and  if  they  cannot  show  either  that  they  from  weak- 
ness or  ill-health  have  never  had  an  opportunity  of  laying  by 
some  money,  or  that  when  in  good  work  they  have  laid  by 
something,  but  from  recent  ill-health  have  been  obliged  to 
spend  it,  the  magistrates  may  order  them  to  be  detained  in  the 


workhouse,  and  kept  to  such  hard  labour  as  their  health  lad 
strength  will  admit  of,  not  exceeding  six  months,  sftfr  the  ill- 
ness which  has  caused  them  to  apply  shall  hsve  passed  sway. 
They  might  laugh  at  liis  proposition  ;  he  had  hard  msoj  per> 
sons  laugh  at  it  at  first,  but  they  had  often  come  roaad  to  kis 
opinion  subsequently. 

Mr.  Marx,  in  his  replv,  said  Sir  Baldwin  Loghton  lud 
certainly  done  great  good  in  his  district.  He  hsd  mni 
a  people  from  a  state  of  paupensm  to  one  of  msnly  indepta- 
I  denee.  In  his  (Mr.  Marx's)  own  small  way  he  had  tried  ii 
vain  the  same  thing.  Twenty  years  ago  he  started  to  help  i 
union  which  was  then  improperly  managed.  The  poor  ntet 
were  sometimes  as  much  as  6s.  and  68.  6d.  in  the  poiud.  Bi 
represented  that  they  shonld  be  reduced— a  thing  they  seeoied 
to  think  impossible ;  but  since  then  they  had  been  redaeedto 
3s.  6<1.,  3s.,  and  2s.  6d.  No  man  could  be  employed  in  i 
more  Christian  work  than  that  of  trying  to  raise  the  chander 
of  the  labourers  around  him.  Ue  thought  Mr.  Portal's  ideif 
of  finding  work  by  means  of  district  public  works  ni 
thoroughly  wrong,  and  hoped  it  would  never  be  entertaised, 
for  he  believed  he  was  utterly  vrrong.  He  was  sorry  to  differ 
from  him,  but  he  always  did  so  in  the  most  liiendly  viy,  fix 
he  was  one  of  his  best  friends. 

Mr.  C.  TuFNELL  referred  to  the  greatly  improved  state  of 
the  Scilly  Isles  under  their  present  owner.  Paaperism  was  it 
the  first  period  of  the  ownership  very  common,  and  the  fin: 
thing  done  was  to  establish  good  schools  and  make  edBcatioa 
compulsory.  The  main  cause  of  the  improvement  vas  doe  to 
these  measures,  and  pauperism  he  founo,  when  be  visited  tiie 
isles  some  nine  or  ten  years  ago,  had  been  nearly  banished. 

Mr.  YoNGE  spoke  of  the  extreme  danger  of  allowiog  oat- 
door  relief  in  order  to  save  in-door  relief,  believio^  it  to  be 
one  of  the  greatest  dangers  they  could  possibly  fall  uto.  He 
thought  they  must  follow  not  only  the  letter,  but  the  i{niitof 
the  Poor  Laws  in  their  daily  practice.  With  r^ard  to  what 
had  been  said  as  to  Christianity  in  connection  with  the  Poor 
Laws,  the  apparently  contradictory  expre^ions  might  be  recoa- 
ciled.  Christianity,  in  the  sense  of  lioeral  dealbg,  which  the 
first  speaker  appeared  to  mean,  was  quite  foreign  to  tbs  Poor 
Law,  as  had  been  pointed  out.  in  the  sense  of  the  preseata- 
tion  of  the  means  of  religion  to  all  inmates,  as  exprcsed  bj 
another  speaker,  it  was  most  necessary.  But  be  vouU  add, 
in  a  sense  with  the  first  speaker,  that  no  one  coold  hope  to 
approach  to  the  proper  performance  of  functions  oonaetted 
with  the  matter  in  hand  without  endeavonriog  to  £iid  b 
guidance  in  Christian  chanty,  which  would  inculcate  the  wd 
strict  performance  of  these  duties  of  trust  to  all. 

Mr.  W.  Portal,  who  had  succeeded  to  the  chair,  then  pit 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  unanimously  agreed  to: 
"  That  out-door  relief  requires  to  be  administered  with  ftnt 
care  and  discrimination,  and  in  conformity  with  the  spirit  of 
the  Poor  Law;  and  that  out-relief  should  not  be  Kiven  whea 
the  parents,  grand- parents,  or  children  of  the  applioaati  caa 
give  adequate  support." 


EATIONAL    CULTIVATION. 


At  the  ouarterly  meeting  of  the  Victorian  Agricultural  So- 
ciety, Mr.  Josiah  Mitchell,  of  the  Experimental  Farm,  read 
the  following  paper: 

In  the  first  place,  then,  tbe  growth  of  the  same  crop 
year  after  year  on  the  •  same  land,  "  wheat  afterwheat,** 
for  instance ;  the  production  of  successive  grain  crops  with 
out  any  manure,  and  with  only  an  occasional  bare  fallow 
when  the  land  becomes  foul ;  buruing  straw  instead  of  con- 
verting it  into  manure  by  the  aid  of  stock,  and  restoring  it 
again  to  the  land ;  the  laying  down  of  land  to  grass  after  it  has 
been  exhaused  by  the  growth  of  grain — these  are  some  of  our 
practices  that  are  not  rational  because  opposed  to  the  laws  of 
nature — rotation  and  restitution — which  govern  the  growth 
of  plants  and  the  continued  fertility  of  the  soil.  Rotation,  I 
have  said,  is  alaw  of  nature  thatg^ovems  the  growth  of  plants; 
it  compels  change  of  soil  or  situation.  No  plant  will  thrive 
continuously  on  the  same  spot.  This  applies  as  well  to  oak 
and  pine  forests  as  it  does  to  wheat,  oats,  or  any  of  our  cul- 
tivated crops.  The  necessity  for  rotation  or  change  of  crop  is 
caused,  partly  by  exhaustion  in  the  soil  of  elements  essential 
for  the  healthy  growth  of  the  plant,  and  partly  in  consequence 
of  the  excretory  matter  thrown  off  by  the  roots,  rendering  the 


soil  unfit  for  its  further  growth.  Tet  one  plant  hf  its  deatk 
and  decay  from  these  causes  makes  the  moat  suitable  prejiaia- 
tion  for  the  healthy  growth  of  some  other  plant  beloncuf  to 
a  different  order.  In  this  way,  the  great  globe  we  inbahit  aa 
been  converted  out  of  barren  rocks  into  the  thing  of  beaatf 
we  now  see  it,  and  become  fitted  for  the  sustenance  of  »•>• 
It  is  upon  this  law  that  the  modem  practiee  of  British  y^ 
culture  is  founded,  and  no  system  of  cultivation  caa  ^^"^ 
rational  if  it  does  not  embrace  some  rotation  of  crops.  I  sen 
only  instance  the  well-known  success  of  wheat  grown  after 
peas,  beans,  or  clover,  to  illustrate  the  advantages  ol  rotatifls- 
At  one  time  it  was  supposed  that  by  attention  to  a  proper  ro- 
tation of  crops^one  crop  preparing  the  ground  for  aaother- 
the  farmer  could  go  on  producing  crops  without  any  nsnaie 
to  the  end  of  time.  Increased  knowledge  has  dispelled  that 
illusion.  We  now  know  that  in  conjunction  with  rotatioa  ft 
must  also  have  restitution,  or  compensation,  if  we  wonld  Bsia* 
tain  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  and  avoid  barrenness.  Bttbttr 
tion  and  rotation  should  be  the  watchvrord,  the  creed,  bm 
merely  as  a  matter  of  faith,  but  the  everyday  practice  of  sli 
who  desire  to  cultivate  rationally.  We  cannot  go  on  plo*^' 
ing  and  sowing,  reaping  and  mowing,  taking  all  twaj,  aid  g>** 
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iog  nothing  back  to  replace  the  mineral  sabttancca  remoTed 
froffl  the  land.  We  cunot,  I  aay,  long  oontinae  this  system 
ofrobbeiT,  even  with  some  sort  of  rotation,  without  oeiofc 
broQght  face  to  face  in  the  long  ron  with  one  of  these  two  al- 
tenutives,  restitatioii  or  barraneas.  The  time,  of  coarse,  will 
▼aiT  with  the  qoality  of  the  soil,  bat  the  end  mast  come.  How 
little  this  ineiorable  law  of  restitation  seems  to  be  understood, 
or  if  nndrstood,  how  mnch  we,  by  parsoing  onr  present  eihaas- 
tiTs  practice,  seem  to  disregard  it  I  Tet  it  is  no  light  matter,  bat 
one  uanght  with  serious  oooBeqaences  to  any  community  where 
s  lyiteffl  of  spoliation  is  carried  on,  instead  of  rational  cultiva- 
tion. The  oUier  da^  I  met  with  the  following  statement  bear- 
ing on  this  salgect,  in  the  leading  columns  of  one  of  our  daily 
joorosls,  in  an  article  commenting  on  mining  leaaes.  In 
making  a  oompariaon  between  the  charge  for  a  mining  lease 
tad  the  cost  of  agricultural  land,  the  writer  proceeds  to  sav : 
"  Agncnltural  land  rightly  passes  at  a  small  charge  from  the 
GoTernment  into  the  permanent  posseaaion  of  the  cultivator, 
became  by  the  labour  of  him  and  hia  auccesaors,  it  will  con- 
tiniM  for  generationa  without  number  to  yield  the  prime  ne- 
eoMities  of  life,  food,  and  raiment  to  the  inhabitanta  of  the 
■tate,  becanse,  in  fact,  cultivation  makea  of  it  the  commiaaa- 
rist,  vithout  which  the  state  could  not  exist**  Now,  this 
holdi  good  onljT  where  rational  cultivation  is  carried  on ;  un- 
der an  ezhauative  system  there  ia  absolutely  no  diiference  be- 
tveen  agriculture  and  mining.  The  miner  worka  out  hia 
diiffl,  and  the  farmer  worka  out  hia  iarm.  The  former  ab- 
itncta  the  "  metallic  treaaure,**  wealth's  representative,  and 
the  latter  ahstraets  by  means  of  his  crops,  the  real  worth  of 
uy  nation,  the  fertility  or  producing  power  of  the  aoil,  there- 
by destroying*'  the  commiaaariat  without  which  the  atate  can- 
not exist.*'  Thia  ia  a  atartling  fact;  yet  our  state  looka  on 
vithbdilliBrenoe  at  a  condition  of  thinga  that  must,  in  the 
GOQTK  of  a  few  yean,  seriously  affect  its  own  existence.  Nay, 
not  only  does  the  state  look  with  indifference  on  the  present 
lyitem  of  spoliation  without  making  any  attempt  to  introduce 
a  more  rational  one,  but  it  actually,  by  "  settling  the  people** 
00  too  imali  portions  ^of  land,  renders  an  exhaustive  practice 
oompolsofy  ou  the  part  of  the  poor  settler.  With  the  frightful 
example  of  America  before  our  tju,  and  none  of  her  vast  re- 
warees  m  the  shape  of  rich  agricultural  land  at  our  back,  we 
iul  to  profit  by  tne  lesson.  There,  in  America,  such  is  the 
diitaoce  grain  has  to  be  transported  over  country  rendered 
more  or  less  barren  by  spoliation,  that  unless  the  price  of 
vbeat  rales  at  from  65s.  to  60s.  a  quarter  in  Britain,  it  will 
not  psy  the  fanner  in  the  **  far  west,'*  where  the  work  of  de- 
letion is  still  going  on,  to  harvest  his  crops;  and  they  are 
allowed  to  shed  on  the  fields.  Nearer  home,  we  read  of  an 
exodoiof  farmerafirom  already  exhauated  districts  ot  South 
instnlia,  comiiur  to  Victoria  to  take  the  benefit  of  our  recent 
Land  Bill,  and  of  coarse,  to  puraue  the  aame  aystem  here  that 
bas  kd  to  the  necesaity  of  their  leaving  South  Anstralia.  But 
to  come  home  within  our  own  colony,  we  are  told  by  the 
StmlicH  Spedaior  of  formers  in  the  Western  district,  who, 
banne  exluinsted  their  own  freeholds,  are  now  renting  land  on 
>bort  leaie  at  a  high  rent  for  the  purpose,  no  doubt,  of  earry- 
m^  on  the  lame  exhaustive  practice.  Meantime  they  have 
lud  their  own  farms  down  to  grass,  to  recover  the  lost  fertility. 
DelosiTe  hope!  If  it  be  the  mineral  constituents  of  which  the 
•oil  has  been  exhanaed,  there  is  but  one  way  of  restoration,  and 
^t  is  by  restitation.  However,  "  the  convenience  of  the  ar- 
nngement,"  it  is  said,  "  is  quite  mutual,  for  the  landowner 
^  get  s  far  higher  return  by  letting  his  land  for  ISs.  to  20s. 
per  sere,  than  he  would  bv  keeping  a  couple  of  aheep  to  the 
toe,  and  the  tenants  will  be  able  to  make  larger  annual  gaina." 
From  thia  it  would  appear  that  the  American  system,  when 
"tbe  Kttler  subdues  a  piece  of  land,  flogs  it  to  death  and  aban- 
soBi^the  carcase,  and  then  repeats  the  operation  on  a  new  sub- 
ject," a  lyitem  that  haa  been  condemned  by  thinking  men 
tt  all  eoontriea,  is  in  full  force  among  us ;  indeed,  some,  it 
*^  sppeer,  have  already  managed  to  compass  the 
"^  ot  the  first  victim,  and  are  seriously  setting  to 
it  the  second.  With  onr  "  limited  area  of  good  agricultural 
Md,'*  this  is  surely  an  unwise  course  to  pursue,  and  must  be 
it^ed  by  diustrous  results.  But  then  **  the  landowner  gets 
•  far  higher  return,  and  the  tenant  larger  annual  gains."  Here 
v«  have  the  true  aecret — an  inaane  desire  to  convert  the  fer- 
witv  of  the  soil,  at  all  hazards,  into  hard  cash— to  sell  the 
wthri|^t  of  »"*"Vi«'<  for  a  few  pieces  of  slittering  ore  I 
vonons  anomaly  of  human  law  this ;  we  wOl  not  allow  a 
fOornisetftUt  wiHefa  to  dettroy  hia  own  Biior»Ue  life,  but 


we  make  no  attempt  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  that  which 
maintains  life,  with  lettines  like  that  in  the  Western  dis- 
trict, and  the  Government  scuuections  of  80  acre  lots,  how  can 
we  expect  any  attention  to  be  paid  to  the  natural  laws  of  re- 
stitution  and  rotation,  or  any  attempt  at  rational  cultivation  ? 
Having  pointed  out  some  of  our  farm  practice  which  I  con- 
ceive is  not  rational,  and  endeavoured  to  show  ^ou  why  I  think 
so,  I  shall  now  pass  on  to  the  question,  What  is  rational  culti- 
vation P  **  The  object  of  fanning  is  gain.  Whether  an  agri- 
culturist grows  bread  to  strengthen  man,  wine  to  gbidden  nis 
heart,  oil  to  make  him  of  cheerful  countenance,  or  opium  to 
poison  him ;  whether  his  barley  be  made  into  wholesome  ale  or 
deleterious  gin,  lie  has  but  one  concern— does  the  cultivation 
pay  P"  This  being  the  case,  and  the  olyect  gain,  the  system 
that  enables  the  farmer  to  obtam  the  laiyest  quantity  of  healthy 
produce  at  the  smallest  cost,  and  realise  the  greatest  amount 
of  profit,  but— pray,  you  mark  this  well—'*  without  perma- 
nently lessenins  the  fertility  of  the  soil"— «ny  system  that  will 
fulfil  these  conditions  maybe  pronounced  a  rational  system  of 
cultivation.  The  fertUity  contained  in  the  soil  is  the  former's 
capital ;  when  he  sells  his  erop,  he  sells  part  of  this  capital. 
If  he  does  not  restore  to  his  land,  in  the  shape  of  manures, 
the  fertilising  substances  taken  away  in  the  crop  sold,  his  land 
will  be  permanently  so  much  poorer.  He  is  then  living  partly 
on  capital,  instead  of  on  interest  alone.  This  is  an  erroneous 
and  too  common  practice.  By  following  it  the  capital  origin- 
ally oontained  iii  the  soil  is  year  by  ;rear  diminisiied  and  the 
fknner,  with  diminishing  crops  of  grain,  as  a  matter  of  coarse, 
obtains  less  and  less  of  interest,  not  only,  mark  von,  on  the 
capital  in  the  soil,  but  also  on  the  capital  he  employs  to  work 
his  farm.  True,  the  former  maj  by  this  unwise  course  of 
practice,  when  his  land  is  in  its  vigin  freshness,  manage  to  save 
money,  hut  such  savings  cannot  all  be  regarded  as  legitimata 
profit  because  he  hu  simply  been  transferring  part  of  his 
capital  out  of  the  soil  into  some  bank.  Should  he  farm  the 
same  land  long  enough,  his  bank  account  will  dwindle  away 
again,  for  "  the  spoliation  of  land  leads  topoverty."  Now,  by 
following  the  opposite,  that  is,  the  rational  course,  and  restor- 
ing again  to  the  soil  annually,  in  the  shape  of  manures,  those 
elements  of  fertilitv  carried  airay  in  the  crops  sold  off  the 
fiarm,  the  farmer  will  retain  his  capital  in  the  soil  intact,  and 
will  always  obtain  undiminished  interest  on  both  the  capital 
m  the  soil  and  that  employed  in  working  the  farm.  Does 
some  one  inquire— will  this  rational  system,  this  constant 
manuring,  wiU  it  pay  P  Well,  all  I  can  sa^  in  reply  to  such  a 
question  is,  if  it  won't  we  have  no  business  with  the  land. 
Why  disturb  the  squatter?  Why  destroy  his  rational  and 
profitable  employment  of  the  land  in  the  production  of  wool 
and  tallow,  if  we  take  it  onlv  to  persue  an  exhaustive  system 
that  must  in  the  long  run  end  in  rendering  it  useless  for  culti- 
vation, and  unfit  even  for  the  production  of  wool  and  tallow  P 
The  fiact  is,  if  we,  as  farmers,  are  to  continue  to  cultivate  we 
must  cultivate  rationally.  It  is  a  case  of  "  Hobson's  choice, 
that  or  none."  We  must  also  make  it  pay,  for  that  is  one  of 
the  conditions.  How,  then,  are  we  to  set  about  it  P  It  is  not 
my  intention  to  attempt  to  lay  down  any  course  of  cropping. 
Every  one  must  decide  this  matter  for  himself  according  to 
circumstances,  dunatic  conditions,  and  local  requirements.  In 
one  part  of  the  colony  it  may  be  dairy  stock  in  conjunction 
with  grain  nowing;  in  another,  sheep ;  in  a  third,  the  pur- 
chase of  phosphatic  manures,  and  the  pbughing  in  of  an 
occasional  crop  of  green  manure.  So  that  it  oecomes  simply 
impossible  to  point  ont  any  specific  coarse  whereby  to  attain 
the  desired  end.  But  this  I  may  say,  that  whatever  system 
may  be  adopted  it  must  be  based  on  the  laws  of  restitution  and 
roUtion.  In  colonial  agriculture  generally  the  neural  ten- 
dency seems  to  be  to  begin  at  the  wrong  end.  Instead  of 
starting  from  grass  and  the  depasturing  of  stock,  the  production 
of  gram  is  made  the  starting  point.  By  the  contmued  pro- 
duction of  grain  alone,  the  land  becomes  exhausted,  and 
thereby  unabb  to  produce  grass  except  of  the  most  wortUen 
and  innutritions  description.  Now,  the  rational  course  woukl 
be  to  start  from  grass  as  a  basis,  and,  in  coigunction  with  this 
through  green  crops,  stock,  and  manure,  advance  to  grain ; 
then,  in  the  course  of  any  rotation  back  again  to  grass.  The 
laying  down  of  cultivated  land  to  grass,  after  a  course  of 
cropping,  may  be  likened  to  putting  it  to  bed :  of  course,  the- 
more  oomforUble  we  make  it  the  better  it  will  rest,  and  oon- 
;  it  for  a  time  to  **  nature's  sweet  restorer,  balmy  sleep, 
if  I  may  be  allowed  a  slight  Uberty  with  poetio  die- 
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Swiftlj  on  d0«y  pinion  fllM  from  fl«ldi 
Of  woe,  too  often  eropp*^  ^th  goldra  grtin. 
And  lights  on  ilopet  nnroffled  by  t  plough. 
The  bare  ikllow  is  like  poking  up  the  fire  to  make  it  bnm 
awaj  all  the  faiter.  Bat  a  green  orop  pnt  inwi  th  plen^  of  good 
mneV  and  fed  off  on  the  land  is  the  tme  **  roast  beef  of  old  Eng- 
land," and  will  be  followed  by  plenty  of  bread  and  cheese  and 
beer.  As  I  have  said  before,  if  we  take  eare  of  the  grass  the 
grain  will  take  eare  of  itself.  To  do  thii  we  mnst  taks  eare 
of  the  mnok,  and  to  get  mack  we  mnst  hare  stock  of  some 
ioit.  By  means  of  stock  the  farmer  can  collect  together  part 
«f  the  capital  contained  in  the  soil  of  his  grass  land,  and  apply 
it  to  his  arable  land  for  the  time  being.  By  thns  concentrat- 
ing his  fertile  capital,  he  will  seenre  a  larger  and  more  certain 
retnm  for  his  outlay  on  the  laboar  of  coltiration.  In  this 
way  the  fertility  of  the  farm  will  be  made  to  rotate  on  the 
tuna  itself,  along  with  the  rotation  of  crops,  and  if  restitntion 
is  made  for  loss  suffered  bv  produce  sold,  this  system  may  be 
earned  on  to  the  end  of  time.  The  first  step,  howerer,  to- 
wards the  initiation  of  such  a  course  of  practice  is  the  sub- 
division of  fiirms  into  fields;  the  next,  Keeping  stock  and 
taking  eare  of  the  muck ;  after  that  rotation  of  crops,  and 
last,  bat  most  important  of  all,  restitntion.  Under  pi^eaect 
eircumstances,  as  regards  population  and  cost  of  labour,  not 
less  than  three-fourths  of  a  farm  should  be  under  grass,  **  bush 
grass"  of  course  in  the  first  instance.  The  larger  the  farm 
the  larger  should  be  the  proportion  of  grass  land.  That  a 
svstem  of  rational  cultivation  will  not  pay  in  this  colony  I 
deny.  The  tmth  in  this  matter  is  not  left  without  witnesses. 
For,  although  an  exhaustive  practice  is  the  prevailing  one,  and 
tenant  farmers  can  hardly  be  expected  to  follow  any  other,  yet 
I  know  several  formers  who  cnltivate  their  own  freeholds  on 
n  rational  system,  and  who  make  it  pay  too.  It  is  also  a 
cheering  sign  of  the  times  that  many  are  now  impressed  with 
the  necessity  of  some  change,  and  anxious  to  adopt  a  more 
enduring  system.  S^liation  it  has  been  found  will  not  continue 
to  pay  ;  and  this  brings  me  to  the  third  part  of  my  snlgect  .n 
which  I  promised  to  notice  some  things  which  I  think  would 
tend  to  promote  rational  cultivation.  First  on  the  list  of 
things  that  would  tend  to  promote  rational  agriculture,  I 
will  venture  to  mention  Farmers*  Clubs,  such  as  this  Society 
has  had  the  honour  of  introducing  to  the  colony,  or,  as  they 
night  be  called,  farmers*  schools  for  grown  up  pupils,  "  Where 
each  by  turn  is  teacher  and  is  taught**  They  are  the  most 
leadilv  available  and  practicable  means  of  agricultural  educa- 
tion that  we  have  at  hsnd.  These  Clubs  and  the  national 
shows  of  the  fioyal  and  Highland  Societies  have  done  more  to 
advance  British  agriculture  to  its  present  position  of  high  excel- 
lence than  anything  elw.  They  have  taught  the  British 
farmer  to  thinJc,  and  to  express  his  thoughts.  I  can  assure 
Tou,  although  you  may  not  think  it,  I  read  with  fiur  more 
interest  and  profit  the  papers  and  discussions  of  some  of  those 
Farmers*  Dubs  in  the  old  country  than  I  do  even  the  Parlia- 
mentary debates  in  our  own.  Through  these  Clubs,  and  the 
agency  of  the  press  in  diffusing  the  knowledge  gleaned  at 
their  meetings,  and  by  that  strength  which  such  union  gives, 
the  British  farmer  is  fast  becoming  a  power  in  the  state.  In- 
stead of  being  considered  a  mere  cipher,  and  told  how  he  was 
to  vote  at  elections,  he  vriU  ere  long  dictate  to  his  landlord* 
how  they  must  vote  in  Parliament  on  such  questions  as  the 
•*  Game  Laws**  and  "  Tenant  Riffht.**  Now,  if  Farmers*  Clubs 
can  effect  such  revolutions  as  tney  have  done,  in  the  practice, 
in  the  social  and  intellectual  position,  and  in  the  political 
Influence  of  the  farmer  at  home,  why  should  they  not  produce 
the  same  results  in  this  country  P  Here  we  are  quietly,  for 
ftte  want  of  some  such  union,  idlowing  one  of  the  curses  of 
England,  the  game-laws,  to  be  fastendi  upon  us,  and  never 
bestowing  a  thought  upon  "  Tenant  Bright.**  Farmers*  Clubs 
tr«  a  far  greater  necessity  as  a  means  of  collecting  and  diffusing 
information  in  a  new  country  like  this  than  in  an  old  one. 
Here  we  have  a  climate  so  widely  different  from  that  of  the 
old  country  that  we  have  as  it  were  to  begin  afresh,  and 
tlaborate  a  practice  in  accordance  with  climatic  and  local  re- 
qmrements.  Nothing  can  aid  us  more  in  doing  this,  and  in 
devising  some  course  of  rational  cultivation,  than  periodical 
Bleetings  of  fanners,  to  "  reason  together'*  on  questions  affect- 
ing their  interesU  and  the  progress  of  their  art.  By  such 
Vwans  many  valuable  facts  derived  from  practical  experience, 
tod  that  would  o^owisebelost,  will  be  oofiected  andrecorded. 
4t»ftwnWDMrrClubathat  sone  icheme  for  the  eddcation 


of  yosng  bmm  ihoiild  euanatiL  and  the  BagMflTta 
education,  aa  I  have  alnadypdiAted  ODt.niav  be  sttsaaedvHk 
iqjurions  consequences  to  the  state.    The  fonnatin  of  UieM 
dubs  should  be  a  simple  matter;  all  that  is  requisite  ii  tied 
times  for  meeting,  a  sensible  chairman,  aelive  seeniaiT,  ui 
the  apostie  PanTs  definition  of  eharitf,  ilightlyiBodiiHai 
mlea  for  the  guidance  of  members.    I  hope  soon  to  m  then 
flourishing  in  every  district  in  the  edony,  and  I  fesl  nretheir 
esUblishment  will  be  attended  by  good  results  to  fimsn 
themselves,  and  to  the  oommunity  at  large.   Another  tUig 
that,  in  my  opinion,  woold  promote  rational  eahiTstkm  ii  i 
law  of  «•  Tenant  Bight.**    This  may  perhaps  soond  lUisfe  is 
a  new  country  wh^  every  one  is  supposed  to  Btvate  bii 
own  vine  and  fiff-tree.    Still  it  is  nevertheless  a  fset  tkit  V6 
have  a  large  ana  an  increasmg  dass  of  tenant  fsnnenaisoogit 
us.    The  conditions  here  are  Tery  wmilar  to  tboM  vUdi  in 
Ireland  have  led  to  snch  a  complication  of  intereiti  bftweai 
landlord  and  tenant,  paralysed  indnstrY  and  energy,  lod  n- 
tardcd  the  progress  of  rational  agricultars  in  thsteovBtiy. 
We  too  have  oar  absentee  landlords,  and  tenants  have  is  not 
instanees  to  make  all  their  own  improvements.   He  msa 
we  have  some  legal  enactment  that  vrill  secure  to  the  tenant* 
at-will,  in  the  event  of  haying  to  leaye  his  fkrm,  jost  conpn- 
sation  for  permanent  improvements  made  by  him  on  the  6nB, 
and  for  unexhausted  improvements  in  the  soil,  theiooner  w 
haTO  some  Tenant  Right  of  this  sort  the  better,  ss  ndiiWl 
would  aiaterially  tend  to  promote  rational  cultivstioB  by  to- 
ant  farmers.     Our  meat-preservinr  companies,  too,  iaimwi 
as  they  will  tend  to  maintain  a  higher  standard  of  vine « 
stock  of  tJl  sorts,  and  the  praiseworthy— I  might  esypstriote 
—efforts  of  Mr.  Matthew  M*Caw  to  udnce  farmen  to  BaBO- 
factare  cheese  and  cure  batter  and  baoon  m  such  a  vij  u  v^ 
seeare  for  them  a  European  market,  may  be  justlj  reguM 
u  tending  materially  to  aid  and  promote  a  ratioasl  syites  of 
cultivation.    But  above  and  beyond  all  things,  I  wooU  m 
upon  the  attention  of  onltivators  the  duty  of  revereaee  tod 
respect  for  the  laws  of  nature  ordained  by^  an  all-wise  Creitor, 
withont  which  permanent  success  in  cultivation  ii  mnplT  u- 
attainable.    The  more  we  stody  and  examine  those  Uwitfaii 
greater  will  be  our  rcTorence  and  respect,  snd  si  vs  tkm 
clearer  views  of  the  wisdom,  beauty,  and  harmony  of  eratiojii 
the  stronger  vrill  our  convictions  become  that  they  esooot  u 
outraged,  infringed,  or  disregarded  with  impnnify.   Sana 
expounds  those  Uws.    If,  in  the  course  of  my  remarb,  I  nqr 
wem  to  iterate  and  reiterate  certain  things,  it  is  becssielvv 
them  to  be  remembered  and  thought  about    The  sobject,  I 
need  hardly  say,  is  far  from  being  exhausted,  and  I  oolyrefsn 
the  few  thonghte  I  have  thrown  together  in  this  paper  u  i 

rtg  upon  which  you  will  hang  more  Taluable  lnfbnBstio& ;  lu 
will  condnde  with  the  following  quotation,  which  nay  "  ' 
carefully  stodied  by  stetesmen  as  well  as  farmen :  "TKu,  ej  I 
friends,**  says  the  profound  Ooethe,  •«  if  we  survey  the  aos 
populous  provinces  and  kingdoms  of  the  firm  earth,  veobian 
on  all  sides  that  wherever  an  available  soO  appears  it  it  euti' 
vated,  planted,  shaped,  beautified,  and  in  the  nme  dtowi^^ 
covetea,  teken  into  possession,  fortified,  and  defended.  Eeittj 
we  bring  home  to  our  conceptions  the  high  worth  of  prjpfjj 
in  land,  and  are  obliged  to  consider  it  u  the  first  isd  best 
acquirement  that  can  be  allotted  to  man ;  and  if,  on  close 
inspection,  we  find  parental  and  filial  love,  the  onjoi  « 
countrymen  and  townsmen,  and  therefore  the  nniveml  'eetci 
of  patriotism,  founded  immediately  on  this  nme  interest  in  tie 
soil,  we  cannot  bat  regard  that  seizinj[  and  retaining  of  ipi«« 
in  the  great  or  the  small  scale,  as  a  thing  more  important  tv 
venerable.  Tes,  nature  herself  has  so  ordered  it  A  s^ 
bom  on  the  glebe  comes  by  habit  to  belong  to  it ;  the  tv3 
grow  together,  and  the  fairest  ties  are  spun  from  their  una- 
Who  is  there,  then,  that  would  spitefully  disturb  thii  fou<^ 
tion-stone  of  all  existence  ;  that  would  blindly  deny  the  vor^ 
and  dignity  of  such  precious  and  peculiar  gifts  of  BiiTea.' 
And  yet  me  may  assert  that  if  what  man  possesses  ii  of  pf» 
worth,  what  he  does  and  accomplishes  mnst  be  of  iCiU  grtt^- 
In  a  wide  view  of  things,  therefore,  we  mnst  look  on  P^"^ 
in  land  as  one  small  part  of  the  possessions  that  have  wn. 
given  us.  Of  these  the  greatest  and  most  predons  part  eoe- 
sists  espeoially  in  what  is  moveable,  and  in  what  ii  gaioeil  r| 
moving  life.**  The  «  moveable**  and  «  moving  Kfb"  of  the  w^ 
is  its  fertility,  and  statesmen,  as  well  as  fimneis  wiO  ^J^^ 
prevent  the  ignorant  orwantan  deftroctionof  ^"fr>^* 
tion  stone  of  ftU  e^enoe.** 
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riELDS    AND    FOLDS    AT    HOME    AND    ABBOAD. 


Ererr  popnlir  prorerb  or  laying  has  ita  oonrene,  and 
if  thai  be  quoted ''  A  loDing  itone  gatlien  no  moss,*'  in 
proof  of  tHe  adtantaget  of  remainix^  at  home  as  the  beet 
wBj  to  mereaee  in  weidth,  if  not  in  wisdom,  we  may  on 
tite  other  hand  qnote  the  saying  that  "  Hie  rolling  snow- 
btn  gathers  as  it  goes,"  in  proof  of  the  advantages  of 
now  and  then,  at  least,  moying  out  of  the  groove  in  whieh 
we  ordinarily  go,  and  seeing  what  other  people  do,  and  what 
lestoQ  other  places  can  teach  ns ;  and,  in  tmth,  a  rery 
cnnoTy  view  of  the  matter  will  go  far  to  show  the  many 
idranta^  that  do  arise  firom  widening  the  sphere  of  onr 
oburration  and  extending  the  range  of  onr  experience. 
And  it  is  jost  heeanae  that  it  is  moss  that  a  qniet,  stay-at- 
liome  itone  does  gather,  that  fhr-seeing  men  maintain 
that  morefflent  is  necessary  in  order  to  gain  or  gather 
wmething  better  than  moss.    It  is  attention  and  constant 
rubbing  that  polishes  the  gem,  and  to  mb  ont  is  in  any 
case  better  than  to  rust  ont.    The  merchant  is  ever  on 
the  look  ont  for  new  markets,  and  there  is  no  reason 
vhj— erery  reason  why  they  shonld — fiurmers  should  not 
look  ont  for  "fresh  fields  and  pastures  new."    It  is  this 
mj  principle  whieh  nnderiies  the  system  we,  as  a  farm- 
m  eommnntty,  hawe  inaugurated  and  carried  so  tneoess- 
fallj  ont  of  hawing  showa.    These  bring  together,  from 
lU  qosrters,  great  gatharings  of  ftrmera,  ^Ao  oome  in 
contact  with  each  otiier,  getting  and  giving  new  ideas, 
and  htring  brought  before  them  the  eridenoes  of  nrogress 
whieh  are  being  made  in  every  department  of  farming ; 
and  there  can  be  no  donbt  whatever  of  the  vast  advan- 
tages whieh  arise  from  the  becoming  acquainted  with 
modea  of  woridng  and  the  different  appUaneea  brought 
thereby  into  reqniaition  whieh  have  in  some  districts 
tended  to  raise  their  pi«ctioe   so   high  above  others; 
sod  in  a  way  aa   marked,   although  doubtless  in   a 
diiEerent  way,  at  kut  in  some  of  its  varied  upeets,  are 
the  advantaji^  of  travel  both  in  our  own  oonntiy  and 
hk  the  best  known   and  meet   advanced    distriets    of 
eoantries  other  than  our  own.    It  has  been  the  privilege 
of  the  present  writer  to  see  many  Ihmona   districU, 
hotkintaeold  worid  and  the  new;  andi£  appears  to 
him  to  be  so  Iftely  a  thing  that  what  has  interested  him 
10  mnch  will  in  some  small  meuure  interest  the  readers 
of  this  Journal,  that  he  purposee  from  time  to  time  to 
pretest  in  ita  pages  some  records  of  his  rambles,  some 
tnecs  of  his  travela,  which  have  now  spread  throng  a 
long  aeries  of  yearn  and  over  a  wide  extent  of  country. 

Not  only  aa  being  likely  to  possess  greater  features  of 
novelty,  but  as  being  perhaps  more  appropriate  to  the 
MMon  in  which  we  write,  we  pnrpose  taking  our  readers 
with  ns  over  a  journey  in  various  distriets  of  Holland — a 
coontry  than  whieh  none  possesses  so  interesting  a  his- 
tory, none  stands  so  high  in  the  aanala  of  patient  perse- 
▼fring  industry,  none  whieh  haa  had  such  natural 
diffieolties  to  encounter,  and  in  whieh  these  difficulties 
have  been  so  auceessfnlly  overcome.  It  is  a  country, 
moreorer— and  this  is  more  to  the  point  for  the  purposes 
of  a  paper  such  as  this— in  which  there  is  muen  that  is 
of  great  agrieultuial  interest,  and  from  whieh  lessons  of 
8Tttt  practical  value,  at  least  of  considerable  practical 
■Qggestiveneas  may  be  gathered.  Another  point  renders 
&  paper  or  two  on  tUs  interesting  country  peculiarly 
sppropriate  thia  year,  for  HoUand  m^  be  said  to  be, 
amidst  the  disturbaoees  and  disorders  of  war,  the  only 
conntry  on  the  Continent  whieh  may  be  eomfortably 
riaited,  at  leaattha  anly  om  whia  if  wMun  mxf 
meh  of  any  of  our  ports. 


Rotterdam,  the  chief  jMrt  of  Holland,  at  least  tho 
one  most  cheaply  and  quickly  reached,  may  be  got  to 
by  one  of  three  routes :  direct  by  stouner,  from  Lon- 
don, Leith,  or  Hull ;  or  by  rail  from  London  to  Har* 
wich,  thence  by  steam ;  or  by  steamer  to  Antwerp  by 
Harwich,  or  finom  London,  Leith,  or  Hull,  and  from 
Antwerp  by  Moerdyke  and  Dort  (Dortrieht).  Ths 
last  route  is  peculiarly  interesting,  inasmuch  as  it  en* 
ables  the  traveller  to  take  the  very  interesting  town 
of  Antwerp  on  his  way,  and  enable  him  farther  to  aee 
the  fine  old  town  of  Dordt,  as  well  as  something  of  the 
Lower  Rhine.  Of  these  three  ways  of  reaching  Rotterdam 
the  direct  steamer  one  is,  to  onr  mind,  the  best ;  it  is 
certainly  the  most  comfortable,  always  supposing  that 
one  is  not  of  tendnr  stomach.  To  the  sea-sick  tra- 
veller, or  who  is  likely  to  be  on  the  waves  which 
Britannia  is  said  to  rule,  and  which  yellow  plook 
had  such  reason  to  know  had  ruled  so  "pl^nily 
uneven,"  the  best  way  is  by  rail  to  Harwich,  from 
which  a  short  sea-passage  takes  him  to  Rotterdam  or 
to  Antwerp.  This  route  is  cheap,  but  we  wish  we 
could  say  that  our  experience  would  enable  us  to  aver 
that  it  is  convenient— convenient  in  the  sense  of  finding 
things  wen  nunaged  on  board  the  boat  we  cannot  say  it 
is.  We,  at  all  events,  have  found  ourselves  so  uncom- 
fortably attended  to  while  at  sea,  that  we  have  vowed  the 
last  time  we  went  would  literally  be  the  last.  The  only  way 
to  make  it  at  all  comfortable  is  to  go  down  to 
Harwich  by  an  early  train,  secure  a  comfortable 
berth,  and  defy  the  crushing  crowd  of  tourists 
who  go  down  by  the  last,  or  "  boat  train,"  to  find  con- 
fusion reigning  around  in  tiie  boat  when  they  arrive,  and 
berths  allotted  to  those  only  who  are  importunate  with 
the  steward,  or  have  the  pluck  to  take  a  berth  and  keep 
it  nolems  volent.  Unhappy  he  who  is  bashful  and  quiet: 
he  has  no  chance  of  getting  any  of  the  good  things.  All 
this  discomfort  miffht  be  and  could  be  avoided  by  good 
administration  on  board  the  boat,  but  if  it  exists  as  a  rule^ 
all  we  can  say  is  that  we  must  have  been  under  the 
"  rule  of  the  exception  "  when  it  did  not  exist.  Other- 
wise this  route  is  a  good  one;  it  is  certainly  cheap,  and, 
as  before  said,  it  has  the  advantage,  to  some,  of  reducing 
the  area  of  sea-sickness  to  a  minimum. 

Whichever  of  the  routes  the  traveller  takes^  ha 
shonld  certainly  arrange  to  take  Antwerp  either  in 
going  or  returning.  It  is  a  charming  old  city,  ftdl 
of  much  that  is  worth  seeing,  and  snrroonded  by  a 
chaiminf;  country,  at  least  one  which  abounds  in  much 
that  is  interesting  to  farmers.  From  it  various  short 
excursions  can  be  made  to  districts  in  which  much  can 
be  seen.  We  pnrpose  taking  our  readers  first  direct  to 
Rotterdam,  thence  through  the  most  interesting  districts 
of  HoUand,  and  back  to  *'  dear  Old  England"  by  way  of 
Antwerp.  If  our  readers  will  have  but  a  tithe  of  the 
interest  in  what  we  say  that  we,  on  the  occarion  of 
several  visits  to  HoQand,  saw,  such  trouble  as  we  may 
have  in  the  saying  of  it  will  be  well  repaid. 

And  here  a  word  or  two  may  be  ssid  as  lo  a  veiy 
popular  notion  of  a  tour  through  Holland,  and  that  is, 
that  it  is  very  uninteresting.  Thus  at  the  outset  we  can 
only  say  on  this  point,  that  we  never  found  it  so.  Doubt- 
less, compared  with  other  parts  of  the  Continent,  it  U 
fiat,  and  the  aspect  of  the  country  is  not  that  which  raises 
sudi  fbelings  oi  wonder  or  pleasure  u  the  finer  and  bolder 
soeaeiy  of  Switseriaod,  or  the  charming  features  of  the 
Rhine,  the Meuse, or  the  Moselle,    Butmimteresting  it 
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cannot  be  said  to  be ;  certainly  not  in  the  higher  lense 
of  displaying  endences  of  that  patient  induatr}r  to  which 
we  have  already  allnded.  And  even  from  the  picturesque 
point  of  view  and  from  that  which  the  llon-hnnting 
and  sight-seeing  portion  of  English  tourists  think  so  much 
of,  Holland  as  a  country  in  which  to  spend  one's  holidays 
is  not  to  be  despised ;  indeed  an  observant  traveller — and 
it  is  to  readers  of  this  class  we  alone  address  ourselves — ^it 
is  one  greatly  to  be  thought  of.  The  lawns  are  in  them- 
selves quaint,  and  possess  many  objects  of  interest,  and 
it  is  not  possible  we  conceive  for  any  thinking  mind  to 
visit  them  without  having  fbelings  stirred  and  emotions 
aroused  which  do  men  good,  and  make  them  think  about 
things  of  higher  and  holier  import  than  inane  connection 
with  the  routine  of  mere  money-making  or  the  excitement 
of  seeing  sights  which  may  tickle  the  fancy,  but  can- 
not possibly  please  the  taste  more.  Our  readers  who 
have  an  acquaintance  with  the  fascinating  volume  of 
Motley,  where  he  recites  the  history  of  the  Netherlands, 
will  understand  what  we  mean  in  the  direction  of  thought 
and  observation ;  and  those  of  our  readers  who  have  an 
sortistio  taste  and  have  enjoyed  the  examples  of  one  of  the 


best  of  the  schools  of  nainting  will  undentand  wbst  ve 
mean  in  another.  Houand,  therefore,  we  maintain  ii  cot 
the  undulating  cotintry  some  hold  it  to  be :  it  is  zicli  io 
historical  and  artistic  associations,  and  rich  sin  in  Umkc 
with  which  our  readers  are  more  pecnliariy  snd  nutica- 
larly  connected.  Much  however  depends  upon  the  wij 
in  which  the  *'  tour"  is  done,  to  quote  the  cant  pbnie  of 
hurrying  tourists  who  think  more  of  the  mere  getting  om 
of  ground  than  of  what  is  to  be  seen  and  observed  in  it; 
to  &e  train  and  hurry  through  the  country  is  not  the  vaj 
to  see  it,  not  assuredly  the  way  to  see  it  so  thst  yon  cu 
"  observe."  The  work  must  be  gone  leisurely  about,  and 
infinitely  better  is  it  to  see  one  district  well  snd  thorongUy 
than  to  hurry  through  or  over  many  and  see  none  of  then 
in  this  the  only  true  way.  We  shall  endeaTour  in  the 
best  £uhion  we  are  capable  of  doing,  to  take  oar  rcadm 
in  the  way  we  did  it,  in  which  our  object  wss  to  ice  is 
much  as  possible,  and  to  economise  time — not  in  the  var 
some  think  tiiey  economise  it  by  saving  it,  but  by  wisdr 
distributing  it.  That  and  that  alone  is  tne  e»)noDj, 
resulting  in  the  maximum  of  work  obtained  with  the 
mfnimnm  of  time  employed. 


FARM     PHOTOGRAPHS. 


Scarcely  less  awfbl  to  look  upon  than  a  "  ship  on  fire  " 
is  a  stack-yard  in  flames.  As  a  spectacle  each  is  equally 
grand  and  painful  to  witness.  We  have  seen  the  mansion 
gutted,  and  the  manufactory  destroyed  by  fire ;  but,  irre- 
spective of  the  question  of  life  involved,  the  sight  was  not 
accompanied  with  that  painful  impression  that  attended 
the  scene  of  a  conflagration  of  farm  produce  and  promises. 
Under  every  variety  of  circumstances  it  has  been  our  lot 
to  see  this  sad  spectacle,  and  on  many  occasions  we  have 
been  at  hand  when  the  destroying  element  has  been  let 
loose,  and  till  it  completed  its  work. 

Once  it  was  an  immense  hay -rick ;  at  anotl^er  time  a 
detached  wheat-stack ;  and,  again,  a  row  of  barley-stacks 
that  were  consumed.  On  another  occasion  a  noble  old 
barn,  capable  when  it  was  buQt  of  holding  all  the  wheat 
grown  in  the  township,  fell  a  victim.  The  roof  was  oak, 
and  the  spars  reached  from  the  ridge  nearly  to  the  ground. 
One  end  was  fllled  with  straw,  the  centre  was  occupied  by 
machinery  and  grain  in  the  straw,  and  the  other  end  was 
full  of  unthrashed  oats.  The  flames  were  flrst  seen  at  the 
straw  end,  near  a  loophole  in  the  gable.  The  fire  had 
commenced  at  the  top  of  the  "  mow  "  or  stack,  and  when 
we  saw  it  a  few  minutes  afterwards  it  was  blazing  up  to 
the  sktes.  The  hard  old  oak  smoked  and  eharred  for  a 
short  time,  but  at  last  burst  forth  into  violent  fiames ;  the 
spikelets  of  fire  running  like  quicksilver  from  spar  to 
soar— now  to  the  ridge,  and  now  down  to  the  wall-plates. 
Now  the  principal  timbers  became  red,  and  the  flune 
snrang  from  one  to  the  other  in  great  tongues  reaching 
almost  across  the  building,  and  hundreds  of  small  lines 
or  forks  of  flame  ran  along  the  laths  under  the  slates,  and 
in  five  minutes  reached  the  opposite  end  of  tiie  long  roof. 
So  that,  long  before  the  straw  heap  where  the  fire  began 
was  consumed,  the  whole  roof  was  in  a  mass  of  flames, 
which  burst  out  of  the  doors  and  windows  as  though  seek* 
ing  outside  for  fresh  food  for  its  insatiate  appetite. 

Meantime  the  sparks  lighted  the  scattered  straw  on  the 
thrashing  floor,  and  the  flune  ran  like  a  twistipg  firework 
along  the  bottom  floor,  and  the  whole  of  the  machinery  in 
the  middle,  the  grain  in  the  chaff,  and  the  unthrashed  oats, 
were  homing  at  the  top  and  the  bottom ;  and  the  enemy 
lapped  round  and  over  its  ancient  victim  so  greedily  that 
in  twenty  minntes  the  roof  fell  in,  and  the  flames  were 


oonflned  to  the  lower  floor,  where  the  mingled  tifflbo, 
straw,  grain,  and  chafT  smouldered  and  bant,  oeea- 
sionaUy  during  the  night  breaking  out  into  a  blase.  And 
the  fine  old  ^ric  stood  out  in  the  dear  moonlight  of 
the  early  morning  a  mass  of  gable  and  wall,  naked  u4 
blackened.  It  was  a  grim  min,  without  a  veitige  of  the 
framework  of  the  stmotnre  or  of  the  internal  inaehiBCfT 
visible;  the  thick  main  beams  of  the  roof,  the  iroe 
skeletons  of  the  machines,  and  the  inorganic  d^brit  jt 
suiting  firom  the  fire  forming  a  confused  msss— s  capit 
mortuum,  without  shape,  beauty,  or  utility. 

On  another  occasion  a  fnend  of  ours,  on  resehiag  hosie 
from  church  at  noon,  took  a  turn  round  his  garden  befioR 
dinner,  and  aaw  the  smoke  cnrling  over  the  roof  of  hii  ham. 
The  stack) ard  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  bam;  as^ 
in  an  instant  he  saw  the  flames  peeping  out  of  the  she^'- 
window,  and  the  smoke  pouring  through  the  tiles.  Be 
was  quickly  there,  and  found  a  large  stack  on  fire  it  the 
bottom,  and  the  flames  winding  round  it  like  a  snake,  ud 
throwing  out  its  tongue,  and  seizing  upon  stack  sfter  itaei- 
A  gallop  of  three  nules  brought  the  news ;  snd  after  t 
few  minntes  on  one  that  had  often  gone  well,  hot  aevff 
at  a  better  pace,  across  country,  we  were  in  the  jard,  aa^ 
found  that  in  one  half-hour  the  bam  and  its  cooteats, 
comprising  100  sacks  of  wheat,  thrashing  msehineiy,  asd 
straw,  were  every  inch  on  fire.  By  great  exertioaa,  en- 
neetion  between  stables  on  one  side  and  the  eow-iheai 
and  granaries,  containing  beans,  oats,  and  other  propei^. 
on  the  other  side,  was  cut  off,  and  the  progress  of  the 
flame  at  each  end  arrested.  On  the  west  side  of  the  bn 
the  tale  was  diflbrent — seventeen  stacks  of  wheat,  ha^. 
and  oats,  one  or  two  of  clover  and  straw,  several  ladea 
waffgons  and  carts,  ladders,  poles,  and  other  imploicBti, 
and  every  combustible  in  the  yard — even  the  hedg* 
gates,  and  quickset  hedges— were  in  full  flsme.  Uke  » 
many  mighty  furnaces,  as  we  see  them  in  the  oad 
Country,  the  stacks  burnt  and  blazed,  the  fiaoea  nov 
rising  perpendicularly,  and  now  twisting  rapidly  nm 
as  the  current  of  air  changed  in  force  or  direction.  T» 
sheaves  being  tightly  packed,  as  the  flames  encloaedUt 
external  surfiuse  of  the  stacks,  and  prevented  a  foil  ^W 
of  the  oxygen  and  the  atmosphere,  the  violence  of  ti« 
flame  appemd.to  diminiih,  and  the  red  fire  had  to  » 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TfiB  FABMEB'S  MAGAZtNfi. 


•309 


id  way  into  the  solid  man,  the  stacks  at  such  times 
looldDg  like  so  many  mighty  cones  of  red-hot  iron.  A 
sodden  gust  of  wind  occasionally  sent  np  showers  of 
sparks  that  made  the  dear  sky  appear  for  a  few  moments 
stadded  with  myriads  of  stars.  And  then  the  flame  barst 
forth  again,  and  the  work  of  consamption  by  the  devonr- 
iog  element  progressed  at  a  quicker  rate. 

The  only  use  of  the  fire-engines  was  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  the  fire,  and  to  save  the  buildings  and  the 
hoase.  The  quantity  of  water  used  on  the  burning 
masses  seemed  simply  to  prolong  the  period  of  burning 
and  to  intensify  the  heat;  and  it  was  morning— quite 
daj— before  the  flames  shrank  within  the  heaps  of  ashes, 
which  still  were  red  under  the  surface.  In  one  day,  the 
/ear's  produce  of  many  hands  and  much  anxiety,  the  food 
of  many  hundreds  of  mouths,  had  disappeared,  a  few 
boshela  of  ashes  in  each  case  being  the  sole  remains  of  the 
noble  stack  that  on  the  day  previous,  thatched,  trimmed, 
and  finished  according  to  the  best  rule  of  farming  art, 
reared  its  tall  head  in  the  proud  company  of  its  fellows. 
Nothing  in  the  whole  scene,  however,  impressed  ns 
more  painfully  than  the  remains  of  several  carts,  which 
were  consumed.  Quite  new,  gaily  painted,  and  laden 
with  sheaves,  decorated  with  green  boughs  and  ribbons, 
tbej  had  formed  part  of  the  rmX  pageant  and  procession 
and  gladness  and  joy  which  a  few  days  before  had 
marked  the  suooeaafnl  finish  of  the  harvest  and  the  bringing 
home  of  the  last  abeaf.  Now,  there  was  the  place  where 
they  had  stood,  but  of  themselves  there  was  nothing  really 
to  see  but  the  iron-work  of  each  cart.  Off  this  the  fire  had 
licked  the  paint,  and  it  lay  twisted  and  reddened  by  tibe 
beat  in  each  case  exactly  in  the  position  on  the  ground  cor- 
respondiog  with  the  part  of  the  vehicle  to  which  it  had  be- 
longed. The  wheels  had,  as  it  were,  suddenly  collapsed,  and 
the  rim  was  laid  on  the  ground,  with  the  nave  in  the 
centre  of  the  circle  in  its  true  position.  The  axle  also 
was  hud  across  from  wheel  to  wheel,  and  every  other 
piece  of  iron — ^the  hooks  in  the  shafts,  the  iiastenings  of 
the  tail-board,  every  bolt  and  every  nail — ^was  present  on 
the  ground  in  ita  true  relative  position,  as  if  the  cart  and 
its  contents  had  melted  away  and  the  iron  had  remained. 
So  it  was,  and  the  mighty  solvent  was  fire. 

Shakespeare  or  Sterne  migbt  have  moralized  on  the 
tbeme — ^the  skull  of  Yorick  and  the  dead  ass  are  not  more 
striking  subjects — ^but  we  can  only  photograph  our  me- 
ffloiy  of  the  scene  and  the  transcript  of  it  is,  consequently, 
Ttty  imperfect. 

Now  we  have  seen  the  fire  burst  out  of  a  hundred  win- 
dows, and  the  cotton  and  oil  blaze,  and  the  machinery 
glow  with  red  heat,  till  roof,  floor,  gable,  and  wall  fdl 
with  loud  crash  into  one  mass  of  smotuderinff  wood,  iron, 
and  brick ;  bat  upon  however  gigantic  a  scale  this  scene 
ought  be,  we  never  felt  the  same  horror  and  meUncholy 
feeling  associated  with  it,  as  with  the  farm  fire  we  have 
pictured — ^when,  after  the  momentary  admiration  of  the 
glorious  grandeur  of  the  spectacle,  the  sudden  chill  and 
pain  supervened,  and  admiration  and  sorrow  alternated. 
Beaaon  also  gave  her  judgment  upon  the  two  scenes. 

In  the  mill  the  substance  destroyed  merely  represented 
capital,  and  cash  could  replace  everything ;  but  in  the 
farm  produce  destroyed  are  not  only  lost  human  food 
which  it  may  be  difficult  to  replacA  from  foreign  sources 
by  the  aid  of  money,  but  we  lost  a  part  of  the  annual 
gift  of  Ood,  which  constitutes  the  wnlth  of  the  nation, 
and  had  so  much  less  capital  to  buy  imports  vrith,  as  a 
•ubstitute  for  the  destroyed  produce.  Nor  can  we  when 
this  occurs,  possibly,  by  the  agency  of  all  the  capital  and 
labour  in  the  world,  grow  another  crop  in  the  same  year. 
We  have  had  our  promised  seedtime  and  harvest,  and  we 
have  reaped  the  anticipated  results,  but  we  have  fiailed  to 
preserve  them !  That  is  ike  case.  It  has  been  destroyed, 
and  the  nation  is  poorer  by  the  amount  and  the  supply  of 


food  less  by  the  same.  Imagine  the  consequences  if 
every  stack  in  the  kingdom  were  so  destroyed,  and  the 
argument  will  require  no  further  illustration. 

Now  we  have,  as  we  have  said,  drawn  this  scene  from 
our  memory,  and  photographed  it  for  a  purpose.  The 
particuhirs  and  facts  alluded  to  illustrate  a  subject  which 
we  aro  anxious  to  bring  before  the  farming  public,  and 
which  is  pertinent  to  the  season,  and  certainly  important 
to  the  farmer  at  any  time.  This  subject  is  a  method 
which  we  find  is  becoming  more  and  more  adopted  on  the 
large  farms  iu  Yorkshira,  and  which  we  have  occasionally 
met  with  in  other  districts,  of  diminishing  risk  of,  and 
the  loss  from,  accidental  fires  upon  farms. 

Under  the  present  circumstances  of  drought,  when 
every  substance  is  dry  and  hot,  and  vegetd>le  matter 
catches  fire  easily,  every  precaution  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary. In  1848  extensive  aieas  of  grass  wero  set  on  firo 
by  the  railway  engines.  Hedges  and  woods  wero  also 
consumed.  In  France,  during  the  present  summer,  ex- 
tensive forests  have  been  destroyed,  armies  of  soldiers 
being  required  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  flames. 
Several  fine  woods  have  been  consumed  in  England,  and 
upon  many  farms  hedges  have  been  set  on  fire  by  the 
resting  labourer's  ludfer-match  after  it  has  lighted  his  pipe. 
As  a  case  in  point  we  may  name  that,  upon  the  fiann 
when  the  fire  took  place,  to  which  we  have  previoudy 
alluded,  a  few  weeks  ago  a  fine  thorn  hedge  was  found 
blazing,  and  was  for  a  great  length  entirely  consumed. 
The  wind  fortunatdy  drove  the  sparks  towards  a  tumip- 
fidd :  had  the  hedge  burnt  the  opposite  way  the  loss  of 
standing  and  sh^  corn  in  the  fidd  might  have  been 
serious. 

While,  then,  the  dryness  of  the  season  should  make  us 
alive  to  every  precaution  now,  at  all  times  and  seasons 
due  and  proper  caro  should  be  taken ;  and  therefore  the 
practice  of  stacking  the  grain  in  three  or  four  different 
places  at  safe  distances  from  each  other,  and  from  the 
premises,  is  one  that  we  photograph  immediatdy  aa 
worthy  of  being  set  before  the  notice  of  the  agricultural 
community.  It  may  be  too  late  to  be  made  use  of  in 
many  instances  during  this  harvest,  but  it  is  a  lesson  of 
the  season,  which  should  be  listened  to,  and  made  use  of 
on  the  first  favourable  opportunity. 

The  practice  of  concentrating  the  whole  year's  produce 
in  one  stackyard  is  now  almost  universd.  Upon  moderate- 
sized  and  smaU  farms  it  is  practised  without  an  excep- 
tion. The  neat  workmanship  of  the  full  rickyard  gives 
certainly  more  than  an  imaginary  respectability  to  the 
fiirmhouse,  but  the  cost  of  the  embellishment  is  too  great. 
In  these  cases  the  stacks  are  generally  close  behind  the 
bam  and  stables.  The  haystack  often  stands  in  the  row, 
and  the  straw-stacks  are  as  near  the  doors  of  the  stable 
and  the  cow-sheds  as  may  be. 

And  here,  early  and  kte,  the  hibourer,  the  ploughman, 
and  the  boy  have  to  pass  and  repass.  That  they  use 
lucifers  and  candles  we  Icnow ;  and  that  an  accident,  while 
human  nature  is  Callible,  may  occur,  cannot  be  denied ; 
and  especially  while  smoking  is  so  universd  a  habit. 
When  a  fire  occurs  under  such  circumstances  the  loss  is 
seldom  partid.  In  fiact  the  risk  of  disaster,  and  the  conse- 
quences when  it  does  occur  are  both  augmented  by  the 
practice,  which  would  be  "more  honouredin  the  breach  than 
in  the  observance,"  and  which  may  be  obviated  so  easily. 
The  prevdent  and  dangerous  practice  has  no  advantage 
of  convenience  or  cost  in  its  favour.  Indeed,  where  the 
farm  is  wide  and  the  crops  distant,  it  interferes  with 
harvest  labour  to  bring  it  together,  and  it  might  be 
stacked  more  readily  and  at  less  cost  at  a  short  distance 
from  the  fidd.  In  such  case  it  has  eventually  to  be  carted 
home,  but  labour  is  not  so  expensive  at  thrashing-time  as 
it  is  in  harvest.  Moreover,  when  the  crop  is  brought  to 
the  premises  in  harvest,  it  has  to  be  removed  to  some 
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eonvenient  place  to  be  thmlied,  or  it  it  threshed  where 
it  is  in  stack,  and  the  straw  removed  afterwards— a  most 
costly  process.  So  far  as  economy  is  concerned,  it  may 
as  well,  therefore,  be  stacked  in  any  eonvenient  isolated 
locality  as  at  the  htm  steading ;  for  an  eitra  cart  will  at 
any  time  bring  the  grain  to  the  machine  as  fast  as  is 
required  when  the  stack  is  at  some  distance;  and  it 
requires  two  such  carts  to  do  the  work  when  the  stack  is 
in  the  yard.  Horses  being  no  cost,  an  extra  cart  only 
involves  an  extra  boy  to  drive.  And  this  chaise,  belong- 
ing to  the  outfield  stacking  system,  which  we  recommend, 
is  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  less  cost  at  harvest  of 
stacking  in  or  near  the  field  rather  than  carting  it  home. 
There  can,  therefore,  be  no  practical  objection  to  the 
system  of  storing  com  which  we  advocate,  so  far  as 
expense  and  inconvenience  are  concerned ;  and  as  regards 
the  greater  freedom  from  accidental  fire,  and  the  certainty 
of  dmiinished  loss  accruing  should  such  a  casualty  occur, 
the  advantage  is  at  once  patent  and  indisputable.  When 
the  year's  crop  is  divided,  in  case  fire  should  occur,  there 
must  be  a  valuable  salvage. 

The  same  farm  fire  to  which  we  have  previously  aUuded 
ibmishes  us  with  a  fiict  bearing  on  Uiis  point,  which 
bears  condnsively  on  the  qaestion.  In  the  year 
in  which  the  serious  fire  occurred,  the  com  crop 
of  the  farm  was  stacked  in  ikree  tUfereni  places  at 
considerable  distances  from  each  other,  there  being  17 
stacks  in  each  lot.    The  loss  that  occurred  amounted  to 


£1,400,  and  waa  nearly  eonnd  by  inioifiiM.  Bid  tk 
prevalent  system,  which  we  now  condemn,  been  sdontcd, 
and  the  51  stacks  placed  together,  the  whole  would  hiTe 
been  consumed,  and  the  loss  threefbld.  We  saw  tiie  time 
rickyards  the  other  day,  felt  the  good  sense  of  thst  mods 
of  securing  the  crop,  photographed  fh>m  our  memoiy  the 
picture  of  what  ocenrred  a  few  years  ago,  and  tnoseribed 
the  lesson  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  interested  in  farm 
prastice. 

To  small  as  well  as  large  finns  the  mode  adroeated 
commends  itself,  and  our  picture  applies.  When  all  is 
lost  nothing  remains ;  an  axiom  npon  which  the  impoEcj 
of  putting  all  our  eggs  in  one  basket  is  based. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Mark  Lane  Erpreu  calli 
attention  to  the  sudden  change  made  by  the  uaamet 
offices  in  London  on  the  mode  of  insuring  fsnning  itodc 
and  produce :  "  Notices  have  been  issuM  thst,  oa  and 
after  June  24  last,  the  '  Average  clause  poHe^  sjatem  a 
to  be  introduced  into  insurances  on  frinning  stock.  A 
special  condition  provides  that '  If  the  sura  iniond  oa 
as^ricnltunl  produce,  dther  separately  or  in  one  amoont 
with  other  property,  shall  at  the  breaking  out  of  a  fire  be 
less  than  three-fourths  of  the  value  of  all  the  nroperty 
insured  in  that  amount,  then  the  company  shall  le  liaUt 
only  for  such  a  proportion  of  the  loss  sustained  la  tbe 
sum  so  insured  shall  bear  to  the  total  value  of  iH  tli 
property  to  which  the  sum  applies.' " 


WORSLET    AND    SWINTON    AGBICULTURAL    SOOIBTY. 


This  Sodetjf,  which  ineludes  the  diatrict  oomprised  within 
a  radins  of  eight  miles  firom  Worsley  Courthouse,  held  its 
fifth  annual  exhibition  in  the  Park.  The  weather  was  all 
that  conld  be  desired,  and  although  the  district  can  searoely 
be  designated  as  one  purely  devoted  to  agricoltnre,  ^et, 
judged  from  the  success  experienced  last  week,  it  promiaea 
to  rank  high  among  district  ntherinn.  The  homed  cattle 
were  not  a  numerous  show,  ^st  bull  of  any  breed  above 
three  jean  old,  Henry  Nield,  The  Onnee,  Woraley,  for  Blair 
Athol,  an  aged  bnll;  and  for  the  beat  bnl),  not  excwding  three 
yeara  old,  nngh  Higaon,  of  Pendleton.  Best  boll  of  any  breed, 
not  exceeding  two  yean,  C.  W.  Brierley,  Rhodes  House,  Mid- 
dieton ;  Thomas  Statter,  inn.,  Stand  Hall,  second.  Beat  bull, 
not  exceeding  one  year,  Nathaniel  Bothwidl,  Great  Lever,  Bol- 
ton ;  Thomas  Statter  again  taking  seoond  plaoe.  Silas  Dom- 
ing, of  Little  Wardley,  Wonley,  was  first  for  the  beat  cow  for 
dairy  purpoiea,  in  milk  or  in  calf ;  and  for  the  beat  lot  of  milch 
eowa,  Nathaniel  Bothwell  received  the  fint  and  second  prise. 
Beat  pair  of  two  vMn  old  heifers,  Hngh  Higaon,  of  Pendleton; 
Henry  Neild,  of  Woraley,  second.  Beat  pair  of  year  old  heifera, 
Thomaa  Statter,  jnn.  Best  lot  of  calves  under  one  year  old, 
bred  by  tenant-farmen,  Thomaa  Stone,  of  Old  Hall  Farm, 
Woraley ;  Thomaa  Stone  waa  alao  fortunate  enough  to  take 
the  aame  plaoe  for  the  beat  heifer  calf.  C.  W.  Brierley  took 
fint  prisea  in  three  successive  competitions,  vis.,  best  fot  or 
barren  cow,  best  cow  or  heifer  of  any  breed  in  milk  or  in  calf, 
and  beat  one-yeai-old  heifer,  Hugh  Higson,  New  Hall  Farm, 
Pendleton,  taking  aecond  in  the  two  latter  classes.  Horses 
were  a  more  numerous  exhibition.  There  were  135  entries  in 
the  variona  daaaes  Best  district  stallion,  Thomaa  Stanbank, 
Sinderland,  Dunham  Maasev,  for  a  six  yean  old ;  Samuel  Nor- 
bury,  Cheadle,  fint  prize,  ror  the  best  thoroughbred  stallion. 
Best  roadster  stallion,  C.  Lund,  of  the  Caatle  Hotel,  Preaton. 
The  huntera  entered  for  the  leaping  trials  nambered  six.  For 
the  best  hunters  to  carry  14  stone,  the  Society's  silver  cnp  waa 
awarded  to  Downshire,  from  the  stables  of  William  Murray,  of 
Bron^hton  Mews,  Manchester ;  the  horse,  a  clever  grey  geld- 
ing, SIX  yean  old,  and  bom  in  Ireland,  waa  eatablished  first 
fkvourite  after  clearing  the  first  fence,  and  skimmed  the  re- 


mainder admirably ;  William  Thompson,  of  Lower  Broagktgii, 
seoond;  andThomasStotter,jun.,thnrd.  W.Mamywaaagua 
soooessfnl  in  the  competition  for  hunters.  A  seven  yeandfl 
brown  mare.  Brunette,  also  said  to  be  bom  in  Inland,  leecind 
the  fint  award  and  the  Soeietiy's  silver  cap,  as  the  beat  uuiul 
for  carrying  12  atone ;  Joseph  Walker,  Broomhnist,  Eeck^ 
second.  Best  roadster,  Charles  L.  Claie,  Higher  BRmgkUn; 
William  Hampaon,  of  Tew  Bank  Mewa,  Lower  BroughtoB,«- 
cond.  Beat  cob,  Joshua  Fielden,  Lostock  Grange,  Mo. 
Beat  pair  of  draught  horaea,  C.  W.  Brierley.  Bert  brood  man, 
T.  Statter,  jun.  Beat  roadster  brood  maie,  Jamea  Hipoi 
Thomas-street,  Manchester.  Bestpair  of  hones,  saitaUefer 
agricultural  purpoaea,  H.  Neild.  Best  mars  or  gdding,  nr 
the  aame  purpose,  C.  W.Brierl^y.  Bestfitty,  J.Haap«B, 
Vicar  HallFaxm.  Best  mare  or  gelding  used  this  yesriatta 
Duke  of  Lsncastex's  Yeomanry  at  permanent  dri]l,ssd  abo  ge- 
nerally employed  for  agricultural  purposes,  W.  Isaae  GhaUiBori 


Worslev;  Joseph  Gregory,  WalkSen,  seoond.  Besttwoyon 
old  gelding,  smtahle  for  agricultural  purposes,  Tinothy  Bcoth, 
Middle  Hulton ;  and  in  the  same  dass  for  one  ^-old,  Bowrt 


Barker,  of  Breightmet,  near  Bolton,  waa  snulsriv  plaeci 
William  Murray,  of  Broughton,  added  another  to  kit  bitj» 


by  tbe  Judges :  i^ranght  foal,  T.  SUttsr,  jUm 
half-bred  foal,  Peter  Nightmgale,  Wonley,  Vcj  fn 
sheep  were  shown.  The  first  and  seoond  awsrds  wt  tu 
best  long.wooUed  ram  fell  to  H.  NeUd,  of  tbe  Chaaff; 
the  same  gentleman  alao  receiring  the  first  preminma  for  tw 
best  three  long-wooUed  ewes,  short-wooUed  ewes,  ssdahort- 
woolled  ram.  In  the  Utter  eompetition  Mr.  NeiU  took  «« 
fint  and  seoond  awards.  Thomas  Stone,  of  tiie  Old  HsHFani, 
received  the  award  for  the  best  pen  of  hunbs.  fm  ^\ 
better  show,  but  Peter  Eden,  Salford,  who  ohi^ted  m  bx« 
the  dassea,  took  fint  and  aecond  prizea  in  all.  Beat  eotta^ 
breeding  aow,  W.  Richardson,  of  Moonide,Swinton;  fw  stow 
piga,  W.  Barlow,  ot  Partington,  Swinton ;  for  As  Bwnmw 
breed,  HenxyBoddington,  of  Monton  House;,  Eedea. 
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AIREDALE    AGRICULTUEAL    SOCIETY. 
MEETINO  AT  BINGLEY. 


The  total  entries  of  eibibitors  were  nther  under  tboieof 
the  preTioni  year,  there  being  661  in  1869,  and  onlj  628  thia 
jnr.  In  the  homed  cattle  department  there  was  n  marked 
dcemse,  owing;  to  the  spreading  of  the  foot-and-mouth  diaeAte, 
the  dread  of  wnieh  prerented  many  who  would  otherwise  have 
besa  eihiUtors  from  sending  their  animals  to  the  show.  The 
following  is  the  price  list : 

CATTLE. 

Short*homed  bnU.-^first  prise,  £.  D.  A.  Itfnrriner,  Woith- 
Tille,  Kdgfalej :  second,  6.  Jiibb,  Wild  Grove,  l^ezsal. 

Short-homed  cow  or  heifer,  any  age. — ^First  prize,  J.  H. 
Hatchioioa,  Manor  Honse^  Catteriek ;  second,  E.  D.  A.  Mar- 
riiMT* 

(Open  to  tenant  farmers,  chiefly  dependent  on  their  farms  lor 
aliTing.) 

Shoft-homed  bnll,  above  twelve  months  old.— First  piisei 
U.  Lamb,  Calej  Farm,  Otiey ;  second,  J.  Bobeishaw,  Grange, 
AUeiton. 

Short-homed  bull  calf,  nnder  twelve  months  old. — ^First 
pme,  J.  H.  Hutchinson;  second,  T.  ELLrd,  Small  House^ 
Skipton. 

Sboit-homed  cow  or  heifer,  above  two  years  oldw— First 
prize,  T.  Uird ;  second,  J.  Eobertshaw. 

Short-homed  heifer,  nnder  two  years  old.— First  prise,  J. 
Braton,  Fsralev,  Otley ;  second,  J.  Renton. 

Short-borncd  heifer  calf,  under  twelve  months  old. — ^First 
priie,  J.  fl.  Hutchinson ;  second,  J.  Atkinson,  Bingley. 

Cow,  for  dairy  purposes. — First  prize,  Wu  M.  £.  C.  Bent- 
Icj;  Kcond,  J.  Simms,  Cottingley  Moor>  Bm^y. 

HORSES. 

Honter^First  prise,  J.  B.  Booth,  Killerby  Hall,  Cat- 
teriek; Kcond,  H.  Crossley,  Broomfield,  Halifax:  third,  J. 
Bobion,  Old  Malum,  Malton. 

Leaper.— First  prize,  L.  B.  Morris,  Thoraton-in-Cnven ; 


,  W.  Sttgden,  Haworth ;  third,  H.  Butler,  Bingley. 

Roadster  staUion.— First  prize,  F.  Kirby,  North  Driffield; 
Keond,  J.  and  H.  Cockshot^  Cringles,  Silsden. 

Draogfat  stallion.— First  prise,  J.  Forshaw;  second,  T. 
GTMswood,  Calverley  Bridge. 

flone  or  mare  in  single  hareess.— First  prize.  Pox  &  Whit- 
ley, AUerton ;  second,  J.  Smith,  FiooadiUy,  Bradford. 

Nag  or  Toadst«r.—Fbtt  prise,  T.  Clarkson,  Melbourne 
Street, Leeds;  second,  £.  Charlesworth,  Roley  Villa,  Brad- 
ford. 

Cob,  under  fifteen  hands.— Firstprice,  W.  White,  Annthorpe, 
DoBcaster ;  seoond,  H.  Crossley,  Hroomfleld.  Halifax. 

Bosdater  brood  mare.— First  prize,  J.  Clarx,  Beeston,  Leeds ; 
Mooad,  J.  White,  Whefl^  Hal^  Bradford. 

B4Mkditer  gelding  or  flUy,  three  years  old.— First  prize,  B. 
Biiter,£lshwk :  second,  H.  Green,  Glusbnm. 

Boadster,  gelding  or  filly,  two  years  old.— First  prize,  D. 
Newtome,  Whack  House,  Teadon;  second,  T.  Speight^ 
Scholes.  Cleckheaton ;  third,  W.  TiUotson,  Howden  Park. 

Boaster,  gelding  or  filly,   one  year    old.— Firat   prize. 


G.  NewBome.  Carlton  Grange,  Dewsbury ;  second,  'John 
IVaakland,  WiMen  Hill ;  third,  A.  Blakey,  Addingham. 

Draught  brood  mare.- First  prize,  E.  and  W.  Fawson, 
Bnriey-in-Wharfdale;  second,  T.  Greenwood,  Calverley  Bridge. 

Draught  gelding  or  filly,  three  years  old.— First  prize,  W. 
Cloogh,  Cotnngly ;  second,  Mrs.  Dennison,  Heaton  Royds. 

Dranght  geldmg  or  filly,  two  years  old.— First  prize,  J. 
Moore,  Cottin^cy ;  second.  W.  Hartley,  Oledhow,  Leeds. 

Draught  gelding  or  filly,  one  year  old.— First  prize,  £. 
Hali7 ;  Koond,  J.  Snowdon,  Cottingley. 

Draught  mare  or  gelding.— Prize,  J.  Clarke,  Beeston,  Leeds. 

Mare  or  geldinc  for  general  purposes.- First  prize,  Glover, 
Son  and  Co^  Bradford  ;  second,  L  Freer,  Orenden. 

Pony,  above  12|  hands  and  not  exceeding  14  hands.- 
rat  prize,  J.  Gresham,  Far  Headingley ;  second,  W.  White, 
Armthorpe,  Doncaster. 

Pony,  under  12|  handfli— First  prize  (equal),  J.  Arnold, 
Bradford,  and  J.G.Hey,  Cleckheaton;  second  (equal),  J. 


Anderton,  Springfield,  Bingley.  and  £.  Milnast  Toller  Luiei 
Bradford. 

Pony  leapert  above  \^  handa  and  not  exceeding  li  handsi 
— First  prize,  J.  W.  Townend,  Newsam  Green,  Temole  New- 
sam ;  seoondt  S.  Proctor,  Bradford;  third,  W.  Lamb,  &ooh« 
dale. 

Pony  leaper,  nnder  19|  hands— First  prise,  T.  Snnderlandi 
Hali{kx;  seeond,R.  W.  Hall.  Eoeleshall ;  third,  J.  G.  Hey. 
SHEEP. 

LEICXSTm  OS  LOirO-WOOLLXD. 

Ram,  any  age.— First  and  second  prizes,  J.  H.  Hutchinson* 

Ram  lamb.— First  and  seoond  priies,  J.  H.  Hutchinson. 

Pen  of  three  ewes,  any  age. — tint  and  second  prizes,  J.  H. 
Hutchinson. 

Pen  of  three  ewe  lambs.— First  prizes  J.  H.  HutehinsoA) 
second,  M.  Lamb. 

L05X8. 

Ram,  any  age.— First  prize,  J.  M.  Green,  KeigUey ;  second, 
J.  Hoyle,  Clifle  Green,  Keighley. 

Ram  lamb.— First  prize,  B.  Dobson,  Craiglauds,  nUeyi 
second,  M.  Hanson,  High  Utley,  Keighle^r. 

Pen  of  three  ewes,  any  age. — ^First  prize,  J.  G.  Bridge^ 
Edge  Coates,  Rawtenstall ;  second,  C.  Sedgwick,  Riddlesden 
HaU,  Keighley. 

Fen  of  three  ewe  lambs.— First  prise,  J.  M.  Green ;  second, 
J.  G.  Bridge,  Rawtenstall. 

Ewe  lamb. — ^First  and  seoond  prizes,  J.  M.  Green. 

CROSS-BRED  8HnP. 

Pen  of  three  ewes,  any  age,  first  cross  from  lonka.— First 
prize,  C.  Sedgwick;  second,  J.  Midgley,  Meadow  Field, 
Keighley. 

Pen  of  three  ewe  hmbs,  first  cross  fromlonks. — ^First  prifa^ 
J.  Gill,  Howden  Park,  Silsden ;  second,  B.  Baxter,  Elslack. 

PIGS. 

Bosr,  large  breed.— First  and  second  prizes,  W.  Lister, 
Armley. 

Boar,  middle  breed.- First  prise,  J.  E.  Fox,  Great  Horton ; 
second,  C.  Roberts,  Wakefield. 

Boar,  small  breed.— Prise,  W.  Hatton,  Addingham. 

Sow,  large  breed.— First  prize,  W.  Lister,  Armley;  seoond, 
G.  Andrews,  Tuxford.  Newark. 

Sow,  middle  breed.- First  prize,  W.  Greetham,  Legrams 
Lane,  Bradford ;  second,  J.  Knight,  Bogs,  AUerton. 

Sow,  small  breed.— First  and  second  prizes,  W.  Hatton. 

Store  pig,  nnder  nine  months  old.— First  priso,  F.  Bnmfit, 
Manor  Street,  Leeds ;  second,  J.  Bollock,  Bradford. 

Fat  pig,  nnder  twelve  months  obi.- Prise,  M«  Walton, 
Halifax. 

Labourivo  MRU's  Prsmiuxs  : 

Store  pig,  under  nine  months  old. — ^lirst  prise,  J.  Mitchell, 
Saltaire:  second,  W.  Midgley,  Fell  Lane,  Keighley;  third, 
D.Keighly,Exygh  Head,  Keighley. 

Fat  pig,  under  twelve  months  old.— First  prise,  J.  SngdeB« 
Fell  Lane,  Keighley;  second,  J.  Reeday,  Keighley;  third, 
W.  Dracnp,  Saltaire. 


THE  PRESERVATION  OF  EGGS.— The  Jovrmd  di 
Pkarmacie  de  Ckimie  contains  an  account  of  some  ezperiments 
by  M.  H.  Yiolette,  on  the  best  method  of  nreserving  eggs,  a 
subject  of  much  importance  in  France.  Many  methods  had 
been  tried ;  continued  immersions  in  lime-water  or  salt-water ; 
ezclosion  of  air  by  water,  sawdust,  etc.,  and  even  varnishing 
has  been  tried,  but  respectively  condemned.  The  simplicity^  of 
the  method  adopted  on  many  farms,  namelv,  that  of  closing 
the  pores  of  the  shell  with  grease  or  oil,  had  however,  at* 
tracted  the  attention  of  the  author,  who  draws  the  following 
condasioos  from  a  series  of  experiments  on  this  method ; 
Vegetable  oils,  more  especially  linseed,  simply  rubbed  on  tho 
egg  hinders  any  alteration  for  a  sufficiently  extensive  period, 
and  presents  a  very  simple  and  efficacious  method  of  pressm* 
tion,  eeUpsing  any  methods  hitherto  recommended  or  practised* 
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WORCESTEESHIEB    AGRICULTURAL    SOCIETY. 
MEETING  AT  KIDDERMINSTEIL 


The  Worcestenhire  Rffrionltniiits  are  followiog  the  example 
of  their  neighboarB  in  Warwickshire  and  Gloaoestershire,  and 
instead  of  always  holding  their  annual  show  in  connection 
with  their  society  in  one  locality,  they  hare  resolved  to  make 
it  mi^tory.  This  year  is  the  first  time  they  ha?e  tried  the 
eipenment,  and  they  have  had  every  encooragement  so  far  in 
their  scheme. 

There  were  284  entries  in  all— vis.,  76  of  cattle,  67  of  sheep, 
82  of  pigs,  63  of  horses,  6  of  wool*  7  of  barlqr>  and  88  of 
imnlements,  &c.  From  these,  however,  a  slight  paroentage  has 
to  be  taken  off  for  withdrawals.  There  were  79  exhibitors  of 
live  stock,  wool,  and  barley,  and  87  of  implements. 

The  show  of  Herefords  may  be  set  down  as  good  hot  few. 
The  Shorthorns  were  also  very  fair.  Amongst  the  sheep  the 
Leicesters  were  not  largely  exhibited,  and  made  bat  a  poor 
competition.  The  shearling  rams  in  the  next  class  (long- 
wooUed,  not  being  Leicesters)  were  particularly  good.  The 
rams  of  anv  age  were  idso  good.  Theaves  and  ewes  in  this 
class  were  less  meritorious.  The  Shropshire  sheep  were  excel- 
lent, and  many  of  the  best  breeders  competed. 

The  judges  were: 

CATTIJE.--H.  Haywood,  Hereford ;  T.  Morris,  Gloucester ;  J. 
K.  Fowler,  Alesbury. 

Sheip  asd  Pigs.— G.  A.  May,  Tamworth;  C.  Hobbs, 
Cricklade. 

Cabt  Hoeses.— J.  Manning,  Orlingbuiy,  near  Welling- 
borough. 

HoB8£9  (HuwTiKS,  Hacks,  AND  PoJtiEs).— T.  Haywood, 
Herdbrd. 

Wool.— J.  Naylor,  Kidderminster. 

Bahusy.— E.  Woodward,  Arl^  Castle. 

PRIZE    LIST. 
CATTLE. 

HEBZF0KD8. 

Bulb  above  two  years  old. — First  prize,  T.  Bx>gers,  Coxall, 
Brampton  Biyan ;  second,  J.  Twinberrow,  jun.,  Suckley, 
Worcester,  Monarch  (8260). 

BuUs  above  one  and  under  iwo  years  old. — First  prize,  Bn 
Tanner,  Frodesley,  Salop  (Ponsonby)  (2408) ;  se^nd,  J.  S. 
Walker,  Knightwick,  Worcester. 

Cows  in  nuik  or  in  calf. — First  prize,  R.  Tanner  (Queen) ; 
second,  J.  Smith,  Shelsle]r  Walsh,  Worcester. 

Two-year-old  heifers,  in  milk  or  in  calf.— First  prize,  &. 
Tanner ;  second,  P.  Turner,  Leen,  Pembridge,  Leominster. 

Yearling  heifers.— First  prize,  R.  Tanner;  second,  P.Tur- 
ner ;  third.  J.  S.  Walker. 

Three  daiiy  cows  of  any  breed,  in  milk.— First  prize, 
Eari  Beauchamn,  Madresfield  Court,  Malvern  (Miss  Valen- 
tine) ;  second,  £.  Beauchamp  (Worcester  2nd). 

8H0RTH0BN8. 

A  special  prize  of  £25,  for  tiie  best  bull  in  Shorthorn  chuses. 
—Lord  Sudeley  (Mandarin). 

Bulls  above  two  years  oid.^First  prize,  Lord  Sudeley,  of 
Toddington,  Winehcomb  (Mandarin) ;  second,  G.  Game, 
ChurcMll  Heath  (Royal  Butterily  20th)  (26007). 

Bulls  above  one  and  under  two  years  old. — ^First  Prize,  S. 
and  J.  Perry,  Acton  Pigott,  Cawdover,  Salop  (Duke  of  Lan- 
caster) ;  second,  Thomas  Game  and  S<m,  Broadmoor, 
Northleaeh  (Rolls) ;  third,  James  Webb,  Fladbniy,  Pershore 
(Saturaus). 

Cows  in  ir=«V,or  in  calf.— First  prize,  George  Game  (Pride 
of  the  Ht-H  xnd,  Jacob  Dove,  Hambrook  House,  Ham- 
brook,  Gloucestershire,  (Garland). 

.J^^  7J?r.  °}^  ***^«"  ^^  ^'^^  «f  i»  calf.— First  prize,  James 
Webb  (BeUa)  (24829) ;  seoond,  Thomas  Game  and  Son 
(Monpanel) ;  third,  Jsoob  Dove. 

Teailing  heifers.— First  prize,  Henry  Allsopp.Hindlip  Hall, 


Worcester ;  second,  Jacob  Dove ;  third,  Thomas  Game  sad 
Son  (Pattern). 

Three  dairy  cows  of  any  breed,  in  milk.— Pint  and  second 
prizes,  Earl  Beauchamp  (Miss  Valetine  and  Worcester  2nd). 

SHEEP. 

LXICX8TEK8. 

Five  breeding  ewes,  having  had  lambs  in  1870,  and  saekld 
them  up  to  June  IsL— First  and  seoond  prizes,  T.  Harm, 
Stoney  Lane,Bromsgrove. 

Five  theaves.— First  and  seoond  prizes,  T.  Harris. 

Shearling  ram. — First  and  seoond  prizes,  G.  Tuner,  jss., 
Alexton  Hall,  Uppingham. 

Ram  of  any  age.— First  prize,  G.  Turner,  jun. ;  second  T. 
Harris,  Stoney  Lane,  near  Bromsgrove. 

LOirO-WOOLLXD,  HOT  BIIITO  LXICE8TESS. 

Five  breeding  ewes,  having  had  lambs  in  1870,  and  saekled 
them  up  to  June  1st.  — First  prize,  J.  Webb,  FUdbiuy, 
Pershore. 

Five  theaves. — ^First  prize,  W.  Smith,  Biburr,  near  Fiir- 
Fairford ;  second,  T.  Beale  Browne,  Salpeiton  Park,  Andoven- 
ford. 

Shearling  rams.— First  prize,  W.  Smith ;  second,  T.  Beale 
Browne. 

Ram  of  any  age.— FiFBt  and  second  prizes,  T.  Beale  Brone. 

SHBOPSOIBES. 

Five  breeding  ewes,  having  had  lambs  in  1870,  and  tacUeJ 
them  up  to  June  1st. — First  prize,  C.  R.  Keeling,  Ye« 
Tree  Farm,  Penkridge ;  second,  W.  C.  Firmston,  Bod 
ingham  Hall,  Hagley,  Stourbridge;  third,  W.  Baker,  Mocr 
Buns,  Atherstone. 

Five  theaves. — ^First  prize,  W.  C.  Firmstone;  secosi 
C.  R.  Keeling ;  third,  W.  Baker. 

Shearling  rams. — First  prize,  Sarah  Beach,  The  HaI- 
tons,  Brewood,  Penkridge;  second,  C.  Randell,  Chsdboi;, 
Evesham. 

Rams  of  any  age. — ^First  prize,  Sarah  Bench;  secos;. 
W.  Baker. 

CB088-BB1D. 

Five  breeding  ewes,  having  had  lambs  in  1870,  nnd  saekM 
them  up  to  June  1st. — ^First  and  seoond  prixea,  J.  Webb. 
Five  theaves.— First  prize,  J.  Webb. 


PIGS. 


Boar  pigs  of  anv  ase. — ^First  and  seoondprizes,  J.  Wheeler, 
liDng  Comjpton ;  tniru,  R.  £.  Duckering,  Earton-Iindsey. 

Sow  with  pigs,  the  ase  of  the  pigs  not  to  exceed  4  moatb. 
—First  prize,  J.  Wheeler;  second,  R.  £.  Docfcering;  tbri 
M.  Walker,  Stockley  Park,  Burton-on-Trent. 

Two  hilts,  above  four  and  under  twelve  months  old.— Fir^ 
prize,  R.  £.  Duckering:  second,  H.  Allsopp,  Uiadlip  HaH 
Worcester ;  third,  J.  Wheeler. 

HORSES. 

Stallion  cart  horse  for  agricultural  purposes. — ^Brstpritf. 
W.  Wynn,  Cranhill  Leys.  Grafton,  Aloester ;  seeoad,  ^. 
Dukes,  Cefii  Cock,  Llanarth,  near  Raglan. 

Pair  of  cart  geldings  or  mares  (or  gelding  and  nare),  thon 
four  years  old,  which  have  been  regularly  WDrked.~rui: 
prize,  S.  Davis,  Woolashill,  Pershore ;  seoond,  B.  Woodnrd. 
Arley  Castle,  near  Bewdlej. 

Cart  mare  and  lioal.— First  prize.  Lord  Sudeley ;  seoood,  K- 
Woodward. 

Cart  filly  or  gelding,  two  and  under  three  years  old.— Fu« 
prize,  J.  Thavers,  Cnckley-hill,  Gloucester;  second,  S.  Psw. 
WoolashiU,  Pershore. 

Thoroughbred  stallions,  that  have  served  mares  rmlui;  is 
the  coun^  of  Worcester  during  the  season  of  1870.— i'^*'^ 
prize.  Earl  of  Coventry.  Croome  Court,  Kempsey,  Woroester ; 
second,  H.  Cowley,  Blakeshill  Fiaim,  Hinton,  near  Emkasi. 

Hunters  equal  to  14  stone  (open  to  all  Eo^and).— IM 
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priie,  £.  W.  Haywood,  Sillins,  Bcdditeh ;  second,  W.  Steplten- 
lon,  Cottinghan,  Hall,  Yorkshire. 

Honten,  irraqtective  of  weight  (open  to  all  Eogland). — 
Fint  priu,  C.  Cook,  Taddington,  Wischoomh;  second,  T. 
Tayler,  Uanor  Honae,  Tnrkdean,  near  Northleach. 

HaBtera  that  hare  heen  ridden  in  the  past  aeaaoni  with 
hoBBCk—PSrat  pnie.  Earl  Coventiy.;  second,  W.  Colmao, 
Walton  Honse,  Tewkesbniy. 

Hantera,  the  propeitj  ot  tenant  fanners  reaident  in  Woroea- 
tenhire,  and  been  ndden  by  themselYoa  in  the  past  season  with 
the  Worcestershire  honnds. — ^First  prise,  N.  Smith,  Hartley, 
Worcester;  second,  £.  Bayliss,  Hownings,  Hanbury,  near 
Droitwich. 

Hnntiog  maxea  or  geldinga,  under  five  ye ara  old.— First 
prize,  W.  Stephenson ;  second,  J.  O.  Watkins,  WoodAeld, 
Droitwich. 

Hack  not  exceeding  fifteen  hands. — ^First  prize,  C.  Cook, 
I^uldiogton,  Winchcomb. 


Weiffht-carryingeob,  not  exceeding  fifteen  hands. — Fintt 
prize,  J.  Hillman,  Kidderminster. 

Pony,  above  twelve  and  nnder  fourteen  hands. — First  prize, 
J.  G.  Boraston,  Sntton,  Kidderminster. 

Brood  Mare  for  producing  hunters. — First  prize,  D.  Box- 
burgh,  Little  Witley,  Wortester. 

WOOL. 

Tod  of  wool  of  the  clip  of  1870,  shorn  from  long-wooUed 
sheep. — 'Einit  and  second  prizes,  T.  Harris,  Stonqr  Lane,  near 
Bromvgrore. 

Tod  of  wool,  of  the  clip  of  1870,  shorn  from  short-woolled 
sheep.— First  prize,  E.  Hickman,  Cotheridge,  near  Worcester ; 
second,  H.  Allsopp,  Hindlip  Hall,  Worcester. 

BARLEY. 
Sami^  of  barley  {grown  inrthe  county  of  Worcester  in  the 
year  1870.— Prize,  0.  MeCann,  Court  Farm,  Malvern. 


THE    KEIGHLBY    AGRICULTURAL    SOCIETY. 


At  the  twenty-eighth  annual  meeting  of  the  Keighley 
Agricultural  Society  the  Shorthorns  were  fairly  repre- 
sented ;  Mr.  Richard  Stratton,  of  Borderop,  Swindon, 
Wilts,  carried  off  the  first  prize  for  hulls  with  James 
the  First.  He  is  a  prize-taker,  well  known  in  the 
West  of  England.  For  bulla  above  one  year  old 
Mr.  Statter,  of  Whitefield,  Manchester,  was  first, 
vith  oae  which  haa  been  a  priie-taker  at  Preston, 
Blackpool,  Burnley,  Roaaendale,  Penistone,  and  other 
>hows.  There  were  seven  entries  in  the  class  of  bull  calves ; 
^he  first  premium  being  secured  by  Captain  Tennant,  of 
Scsreroft,  Leeds.  Captain  Tennant  was  also  successful 
in  shorthorn  cows  in  calf  or  milk — with  White 
Rose,  which  has  taken  a  first  prize  and  a  cup  at  Thirsk, 
sod  was  slso  a  prize-taker  at  the  Yorkshire  show.  The 
dsnes  of  cows  in  the  department  of  gentlemen's  premiums 
were  throughout  good,  the  class  of  dairy  cows  heinjg 
pcrhsps  the  strongest.  The  grand  competition  in  this 
department,  however,  wastiie  £50  prize  for  the  best  three 
Shorthorns.  Mr.  Stratton  eventually  came  off  victor  with 
the  bull  already  referred  to,  and  a  two-year-old  and  one- 
year-old  heifer,  which  were  also  prize-takers  in  their 
classes.  Mr.  Statter  was  awarded  a  second  prize  of  £10, 
»d  Captain  Tennant  a  third  of  £5.  The  show  of 
horses  was  not  only  large,  but  good.  There  were  ten 
entries  in  the  three  chmes  of  stallions,  and  several  of 
the  horses  shown  were  prize-takers.  The  classes  of 
draught  geldings  and  fillies  were  but  poorly  represented, 
hot  there  were  a  great  many  entries,  and  some  very 
good  horseflesh  in  the  hunter  and  hack  classes ;  while 
the  draught  horses  were  creditable.  There  were  fewer 
entries  of  sheep  than  last  year. 

JcDGEs.-^noRTHOB2r8 :  The  Rev.  H.  C.  Wood,  Poulton- 
le-Fylde;  W.  Sandy,  Holme  Pierpoint,    NotU;    U.  W. 

^  Beaaford,  Bedford. 

Hoasis :  T.  Gibbon,  Bumfoot-on-Esk ;  L.  Hodgson,  High- 
thom  House,  Eadngwold,  J.  Smith,  Humberston,  Borough- 
bridge. 

SHizr:  0.  W.  Langdak,  Park  House,  Leoonfield;  W. 
lU)b«)n,  Great  Ousebum,  York.  Lonk  Sheep :  G.  Browne, 
Troutbeck,  Windermere. 

Pi09 :  J.  Diion,  Bradford ;  J.  Calshaw,  Towndey,  BumW. 

Ciops:  H.  Ambler,  Watkinson  Hall;  J.  Ronton,  famley, 
OUey. 

Bima:  W.  Peacock.  Malhara. 

PRIZE      LIST. 
CATTLE. 

(0?1N  TO  THE  UNITXD  KINGDOV.) 

Shorthorn  bull  above    two  years  old.— first   prize,  R. 


Stratton,  Burderop,  Swindon,  Wilts ;  second,  T.  Statter,  jan.> 
Standhill,  Whitefield,  Manchester. 

Bull  above  one  year  old.— First  prize,  T.  Statter,  jnn. ; 
second,  A.  Hathom,  Smeathalls. 

Bull  calf  under  twelve  months  old.—Pirst  prise.  Captain  R. 
Tennant,  Scarcroft  Lodge,  Leeds ;  second,  T.  H.  Hutchinson, 
Catterick. 

Shorthorn  cow  in  milk  or  calf. — hini  prize.  Captain  R. 
Tennant ;  second,  T.  Herd,  Small  House,  Skipton. 

Heifer  under  three  years  old.— first  prize,  R.  Stratton ; 
second,  Captain  R.  Tennant. 

Heifer  under  two  years  old. — ^First  prize,  R.  Stratton ; 
second,  T.  H.  Hatchinson. 

Heifer  calf  under  twelve  months  old.— First  prize,  E.  D.  A. 
Marriner,  Keighley ;  second,  T.  Statter,  jnn. 

Dairy  cow.— First  prize,  H.  Croasley,  Watkinson  Hall, 
Halifax ;  second.  Miss  Bentley.  Allerton. 

Aldemey  or  Guernsey  cow  or  heifer. — First  prize,  £.  Holmes, 
Keighley. 

Best  three  Shorthorns.— First  prize,  R.  Stratton  j  second, 
T.  Statter,  jnn. ;  third,  Captain  R.  Tennant. 

Shorthorn  bull  above  two  years  old.— Prize,  E.  D.  A. 
Marriner. 

Ball  nnder  two  years  old.— First  prize,  S.  Newall,  Skipton ; 
second,  B.  Baxter,  Elslack  Hall. 

Bull  calf  under  twelve  montlis  old.— First  prize,  B.  Baxter ; 
second,  T.  Hird. 

Shorthorn  cow  in  milk  or  calf.— First  prize,  T.  Hiid ; 
second.  Miss  M.  £.  C.  Bentley. 

Heifer  under  three  years  old.— First  and  seoond  prize,  T. 
Hird. 

Heifer  under  two  years  old.-^First  prize,  T.  Hird ;  second, 
L.  Robertshaw,  Springfield,  Allerton. 

Heifer  calf  nnder  twelve  months  old. — ^First  prize,  £.  D.  A. 
Marriner ;  second,  B.  Baxtsr. 

HORSES. 
(open  to  the  united  rihodok.) 

Coaching  stallion.— First  prize.  Captain  Sutdiffe,  Sutton 
Honse ;  second.  Parkinson  Fort,  Wilsdeu. 

Roadster  stallion.- First  prize,  H.  R.  W.  Hart,  Dunnington 
Lodge,  Tork ;  seoond,  J.  &  H.  Cockshott,  Cringles,  Silsden. 

Draught  stallion.  —  First  prize,  J.  Forshaw,  Burley-in- 
Wharfedale;  second,  T.  Greenwood,  Calverley  Bridge. 

Two  years  old  draught  gelding  or  filly.— Prize,  J.  Moore, 
Cottingfey. 

One  year  old  draught  gelding  or  filly.— First  prize,  B. 
Haley,  Allerton ;  seoond,  £.  Bri^  Wilsd^ 

Three  years  old  roadster  gelding  or  f  .  .rst  prize,  J. 
White,  Bradford ;  second,  R.  Baines,  Keighley. 

Two  years  old  roadster  gelding  or  fiBy.— First  prize,  T. 
Speight,  Scholea,  Cleckheaton ;  second,  D.  Newsom,  Yeadon. 

One  year  old  roadster  gelding  or  fiUy.— First  prize,  J. 
Dnokett,  West  Morton ;  second,  J.  Ogden,  Layoock. 
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Dnnglit  Inrood  mire.— >fint  prUe  T.  SUtter,  jnn. ;  leeond, 
E.  &  W.  Pawion,  Bnrlfly-in-WharfecUle. 

Boadflter  brood  mare.~Fint  prize,  J.  White ;  lecond,  W. 
H.  Davis,  Gargra?e. 

Dranght  hone  or  mare.— Fint  prise,  J.  Clarke,  Beeston ; 
■econd,  H.  Olorer,  Son  &  Co.,  Brafibrd. 

Nag  or  roadater.— First  prise,  H.  Mason,  Bankftdd,  Cot- 
tingley ;  leeond,  £.  Charlesworth,  Boley  Villa,  Bradford. 

Cob,  not  to  exceed  16  hands. — ^First  prize,  H.  Croasley, 
Broomfteld,  Halifax ;  second,  A.  Hacxwell,  Think. 

Pony  ander  18^  hands. — ^Fint  prize,  A.  Hanxwell ;  second, 
J.  Mande,  Leeds. 

Lady's  horse  or  mare.— First  prize,  Captain  Smith,  Chel- 
tenham ;  second,  Adam  Dogdale,  Rose  Hill,  Bomley. 

Horse  or  mare  in  single  harness. — ^Fint  prize,  J.  White ; 
second,  F.  W.  Waller,  Bradford. 

Best  hunter.— Fint  prize,  S.'  J.  Wdfitt,  Tathwell  Hall, 
Loath ;  second,  J.  B.  Booth,  Killerby  Hall,  Catterick. 

Leaper.— First  prize,  H.  Johnson,  Spoiforth;  second,  W. 
M.  Barley,  Thome;  third.  Captain  Smith. 

SHEEP. 

(OFXK  TO  THE  UNITXO  XnrODOV.) 

Leicester  or  any  other  lonriroolled  ram,  two-shear  or  aged. 
— Fint  and  second  prise,  T.  H.  Hutchinson,  Catterick. 

Leicester  or  any  other  longwoolled  ram,  one-ihear.— Pint 
and  second  prize,  T.  H.  Hutchinson. 

Leicester  or  other  longwoolled  tup  lamb. — ^First  prize,  T. 
H.  Hutchinson :  second,  6.  Greaves,  Poole,  Otley. 

Pen  of  three  Leicester  or  any  other  longwoolled  ewes,  two- 
shear. — ^First  and  second  prise,  T.  H.  Hutchinson. 

Pen  of  three  Leicester  or  any  other  longwoolled  ewes,  one- 
shear. — uprise,  T.  H.  Hutchinson. 

Pen  of  three  Leicester  or  any  other  longwoolled  ewe  lamhs. 
—First  prise,  T.  H.  Hutchinson ;  second,  M.  Lamb,  Csl^ 
FsmL 

Leicester  or  sny  other  longwoolled  ewe  lamb.— 'First  prize, 
M.  Lamb ;  second,  W.  La^cock,  Woodrille. 

Loiru. 

(OfSN  TO  TBI  JTSITB)  Kl!r01K)X.) 

Bam,  two-shear  or  sged.— First  prise,  J.  Hoyle,  Layoock ; 
second,  J.  Smith,  Keiuley. 

Bam,  one-shear.-^Fint  prize,  J.  M.  Green;  second,  J. 
Smith,  Hainworth* 

Tup  lamb.— Fir^rize,  B.  Bobeon,  Craiglands,  IMej ;  se* 
oond,  M.  Hanson,  High  Utley. 

Pen  of  three  ewes,  two-shear  or  aged.-^Firat  prize,  J.  H. 
Oreen,  Black  Hill ;  second,  J.  B.  Sidgwick,  Biddlesden  Hall. 

Pen  of  three  ewes,  one-shear.— Pint  prise,  J.  B.  Sidgwick ; 
second,  J.  Craven,  PSrk  House,  Steeton. 


Pen  of  fhrae  ewe  lambs .-^Fint  prise,  J.  H.  Ofwn;  weesa, 
J.  Smith.  ,  ,,  ^ 

Ewe  lamb.— First  sad  second  prizes,  J.  H.  Qnea. 
Pen  of  three  ewe  Ismbe,  first  cross  from  Look  ewes.— nut 
ise,  B.  Baxter,  EUaek  Hall ;  second,  J.  Gill,  Hovdea  ?uk, 


Ewe  lamb,  flrst  cross  from  Lonk  twee.— Bnt  priie,  J.¥. 
Green ;  second,  J.  GilL 

PIGS. 

(OPXir  TO  TBS  xmiTXD  UHOSOH.) 

Best  pig.— Prize,  P.  Eden,  Salford. 

Boar,  large  breed.— First  prise,  P.  Eden ;  seoond,  W.Liiter, 
Armley.  ,  ^  „ 

Boar,  small  breed.— First  prise,  P.  Eden ;  second,  W.Hit. 
ton,  Addingham. 

Boar,  middle  bi«ed.— First  prise,  J.  E.  Kn,  Greet  Hoiias; 
second,  C.  Roberts,  Wakefield. 

Boar,  large  breed,  under  nine  months.— Pint  priie,  J.  Pil- 
mer,  Thor% ;  second,  T.  Trees,  Skipton. 

Boar,  small  breed,  under  nine  months. — First  prise,  J.  Swiif, 
Morton ;  second,  J.  Beeday,  Kei^hley. 

Boar,  middle  breed,  under  mne  months.— First  prita,  J. 
Cawood,  Keighley ;  second,  W.  Birtwhistle,  Bradlej. 

BreecUnff  sow,  Isrge  breed.— Firstprise,  P.  Sdea;  Mod, 
B.  E.  Duciering,  Northorp.  Kirton  Kindsey. 

Breeding  sow,  smsU  breed.— First  prise,  W.  Hattos;  »• 
oond,  R.  £  Duckering. 

Breeding  sow,  middle  breed.— First  prize,  W.  Gisethin, 
Horton ;  second,  R.  E.  Duckering. 

Gilt  laive  breed,  under  nine  months,  for  breedisf.— fiis^ 
prise.  P.  Eden :  second,  T.  Slater,  Keighler. 

Gilt,  small  breed,  under  nine  months,  for  breeding ^FiRt 
prise,  J.  Hudson,  Yeadon;  second,  J.  B.  Sidgwick. 

Gilt  nuddle  breed,  under  nine  sBonths,  for  breeding.— fo^ 
J.  B.  Sidgwick. 

Pig  of  any  dsas,  in  best  condition.— Prize,  W.  Hsttos. 

BOOTS. 

Six  swede  turnips.— First  prize,  J.  Biley,  Jmtdion  Ciw 
Hills ;  second,  T.  Brigg,  Guard  House. 

Six  yellow  tumipe.— Pint  prize,  J.  IBSdd,  Sutton;  koosc, 
B.  Pet^. 

Six  white  turnips.— ^Prise,  A.  WiDdnaon,  Morton  Bssb. 

Six  Scotch  cabbages.- First  prixe^  J.  Biley;  seeoad,  T. 
Brigg. 

BUTTBB. 

Two  pounds  of  baiter,  lib.  in  roQ,  snd  lib.  in  mni-Fni 
prise,  B;  Smith,  KiUwiek  Grange ;  seeond,  T.BIake7iSkw>- 


CBAVBN    AGBIOULTUBAL    SOOIBTT. 
MEETING   AT  SKIPTON. 


In  one  respect  the  exhibition  was  characterised  by  a  decline. 
None  of  the  great  breeden  of  Shorthorns  were  represented, 
although  some  of  them  had  entered,  but  this  was  not  attributable 
to  any  mismanagement  or  insnifiaeney  of  awards,  but  to  the 
simple  fact  that  those  possessed  of  very  valuable  stock  were 
frightened  oif  the  ground  by  supposed  danger  from  the  foot- 
and-mouth  disease.  There  were  only  two  buUs  in  the  aged 
class.  Captain  Tennant  secured  the  fint  honour,  and  was 
successful  m  most  of  the  dssses  in  which  he  competed,  snd 
was  airarded  the  80-guinea  cup  for  the  best  collection  of 
Shorthorns.  Amongst  the  horses  the  stallions  were  good  and 
brood  mares,  two-year-old  geldings,  cobs  snd  ponies,  were 
brought  forward  in  fidr  nuaibers. 

JvDOis— Shokthobns  !  George  Drewry,  Holker ;  Thomas 
Atherton.  Speke,  near  Liverpool.  Hobseb:  Wm.  Owen, 
Norxia  Qroen,  West  Derby;  John  Bromley.  Lancaster. 
Brae:  Strahen  Barrett,  ffniewood;  Joseph  Cnlshaw, 
l^ftwndw,  ^"ggr.    BooTB,  BuTOB,  CasBsi,  and  Cat- 


Ttf- 


PRIZE    LIST. 

CATTLE. 

ftHORTBOBZlS. 

(Open  to  the  United  Kingdom). 
Bttll,  tiro  yean  old  and  ttpwards.—Fiist  Briz^  CwtwW 
int, Scarcroft Lodge;  second, E. D.  A. lurrinnr, Kopuer* 
Yearling  bull.— Frise,  A.  Hathom,  Fienybridge.  ^^ 
Bnll  cafi;  under  twelve  months  aU.— fSnt  pnse,  G^ 

Tennant;  seeond,  A.  Bell,  Burnley.  .      ^.. 

Cow  in-calf  or  milk,  of  any  age.— Pint  pnie,  wpw* 

Tennant ;  second,  T.  Hird,  Skipton.  .  . 

Two  ywtfs  old  heifer.— Pint  prise,  G.Hargfeavei,Shii*y. 

second,  W.  Gomersall,  Otterbum.  «r 

Yeaiiing  heifer.— First  piise,  Captain  Tennsnt ;  seoosd,  ^  • 

Bissett,  iCdhaijiL  Tmh*  ^  i 

Heifer  calf,  under  twelTo  aumths  old.-^i^^^'^ 

Marriner, 
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CoUaetion  of  km  Shortiionis.-^Prix6,  Caiitaui  Tenntnt. 
(Open  to  Tenant  Farmen  in  the  District  onlv). 

Ball,  ttro  yeuB  old  and  upwards.— Pint  prize,  John  Parrar, 
Thornjholme,  near  Bnml«7;  second,  Micah  lAmb,  Cayley 
Finn,  Otkj. 

Yetrling  bii]L— Pint  price,  Bern.  Baxter,  Elslack  Hall, 
Skipton;  second,  Samuel  NewaU,  Eastby. 

JBoIl  olf,  onder  twelve  months  old.— lint  prize,  Beigamin 
Baxter ;  second,  John  Eenton,  Parnley,  Otley. 

Gov,  in  calf  or  milk,  of  any  age. — First  prize,  Alex.  Bdl, 
Ftadle  Forest,  Bnmley ;  second,  Thomas  Hird,  Smallhoase, 
Sboton. 

Three  yean  old  heifer,  in  calf  or  milk.— First  prize,  John 
Pirrer;  second,  Thomas  Hird. 

TVo  yesn  old  heifer,  in  calf  or  milL— Pint  prizes  J.  Pamr, 
iecoad,  A.  BelL 

Tearliog  heifer.— Pint  prize,  John  Parrer ;  aeoond,  John 
Beaton. 

Hetfer  calf,  nnder  twelra  months  old.— Pint  prize,  Beig. 
Baiter ;  second,  John  Parrer. 

Collection  of  Shorthorns,  not  less  than  three,  the  property 
of  the  exhibitor. — Silver  cnp,  John  Parrer. 


piizea,  Thoa.  Hird. 
,  J.  Harrison ;  s^ 


CATTLB  07  AITT  BRXZD. 

Cihing  cow  or  heifer. — ^First  and  aecond 

Tio  %it  Highland  heifers.— Pint  prize,' 
lODd,  W.  Butler,  CaiUon  Biggin. 

Fat  cow.— Pint  and  aecond  prizes,  J.  Ingleby,  Clapham. 

hi  heifer.— Pint  prize,  J.  Heyworth,  Bastby ;  second,  W. 
GooerHdl,  Otterbom. 

Two  store  bullocks. — ^PSrat  and  aeoond  prizea,  &.  and  O. 
Hey,  Beamsky,  Skipton. 

HOBSES. 

(Open  to  the  United  Kingdom). 

Ihoroaghbred  stalHon.— First  prize.  J.  H.  Wright,  North 
Ri|toa ;  aecond,  T.  Oreenwood,  CalYerley  Bridge. 

Boadater  stallion.— Pint  nrize,  J.  Gill,  Howden  Park,  Sila- 
den ;  aecond,  T.  Whaurton,  Skipton. 

Dranght  stallion. — Prize,  T.  Oreenwood. 

Brood  mare  for  hiinten. — Pint  prize,  J.  Clarke,  Beeston ; 
Koood,  W.  Thompson,  Rawdon. 

Brood  mare  for  roaidsten. — ^Pirst  prize,  J.  Clarke ;  second, 
T.  Walker,  Crookrise,  Skipton. 

Three  yean  old  gelding  for  hunten.— Pint  prize,  Wm. 
Boherts,  Thomyholme,  Burnley :  second,  G.  Foster,  Burley- 
in.Wharfcdale. 

Three  jean  old  gelding  for  roadsten. — ^W.  Duckworth,  Add- 
beham;  aecond,  B.  Baxter. 

Three  ^ean  old  gelding  or  fllly  for  dnught.— First  and 
second  pnzes,  J.  and  R.  Bennett,  Cawder,  Skipton. 

Three  yean  old  flUy  for  hunten.— First  prize,  H.  Green, 
Kiidwick ;  second,  W.  Poster,  Stainforth,  Settle. 

Three  yean  old  filly  for  roadsten.— Pint  prize,  H.  Green; 
leeood,  J.  Wells,  Keighlev. 

Three  yean  old  gelding  for  huntera.  —  First  prize.  W* 
Boberta,  Bumler ;  aecond,  H.  Morphet,  Wiggleaworth  Hall. 

Two  yean  old  gelding  for  roadsters.— Pint  prize,  S.  Wat- 
kinion,  Gargnve ;  aecond,  W.  H.  Davis,  Gargrave. 

Two  yean  old  gelding  or  JUly  for  draught-^Fint  prize,  T. 
Porter,  CUthero ;  second,  J.  Moore,  Cottingley. 

Two  yean  old  fiUy  for  hunters.— Pint  prize,  J.  Harken- 
d»l^  Gwgnve ;  second,  S.  Watkinson. 

Two  yean  old  filly  for  roadsten.— Pint  prize,  T.  Walker, 
Tipton ;  second,  A.  Bowness,  Rylstone. 

One  year  old  colt  or  gelding  for  hunten.— First  prize,  J.  W. 
leadon,  Fewstone ;  second,  S.  Watkinson. 

One  year  old  colt  or  gelding  for  roadsten,— Pint  prize,  S. 
Watkioaon ;  second,  J.  and  B.  Cockshott,  Cringles. 

One  year  old  colt  or  fiUy  for  draught— Pint  prize,  J.  Jack- 
»n,  Fewstone ;  second,  W.  Butler,  Carlton  Biggin. 

One  year  old  ftlly  for  hunten.— Pint  prize,  G.  roster,  Bnrley- 
in*Wharfdale;  second  J.  Roberts,  Leeds. 
,  One  vear  old  filly  for  roadsten.— Pint  priE^  J.  A.  Blakey, 
Addingham;  second,  W.  Paler,  Dnughton. 

Mare  or  gelding  for  loacUten,  of  any  age.— Pint  prize, 
^antain  Dewhunt,  CUthero ;  aeoond,  W.  Roberto. 

Cob  under  16  handa  high,  equal  to  carry  16  atones.— Pint 
PTue,  H.  Ciossley,  Halifax }  second,  J.  Holrqyd,  Bnmlgr. 

Fonv  under  18  handa  highw— Pint  prize,  J.  Qreaham,lMda; 
t^cond,  Ann  Sutdiffe,  Boraliy, 


Hunten,  of  any  age.<*IM  prize,  H.  Croaaley ;  second,  J. 
B.  Booth,  Cattmck. 

Leaner,  of  any  age.— Pint  prize,  L.  B.  Morris,  Thornton ; 
aecondl,  Ci^tain  Le  Gendre  N.  Starkie,  Bomley. 

Pony  leaper,  not  exceeding  18^  hands.-— Pint  prize,  R.  L« 
Hattenley,  Keighley ;  secona,  w»  Wilkinson,  Skipton. 

SHEEP. 
(Open  to  the  United  Kingdom). 
Long-wooBed  ram  of  any  age.— Pint  priz^  W.  Thompson, 
East  Witton :  second,  J.  and  W.  Finder,  Waddington. 

Short-wooUed  ram  of  any  age.— First  prize,  j.  Coulthurst, 
Oargnve ;  second,  Jowett,  Black  HiU. 

LONG  WOOLS. 

(Open  to  Local  Competition). 

Ram  of  anv  we, — First  prize,  W.  Tarley,  Airton ;  aecond, 
J.  Simpeon,  Spomirth  Park. 

Shearling  ram.— Pint  prize,  W.  Raper,  Clint,  Ripley ;  ae- 
oond, J.  Simpaon. 

^  Tup  lamb. — First  prize,  J.  Hartley,  Bawmier ;  second,  J. 
Simpson. 

Pen  of  five  shearlintr  giinmen.^Prize,  J.  Simpson. 

Pen  of  five  nmmer  lambs.— Pirat  prize,  A.Bent]ey,  Rnmley 
Bridge ;  second,  J.  Hartley. 

MouvTAiir  (Scotch  breed). 
(Open  to  Local  Competition).. 

Blackfiued  ram.— Pint  and  second  piizea,  T.  Greenwood, 
Eaatby. 

Shearling  nm.— Pirat  prize,  J.  Tonng,  Hazlewood ;  aeoond, 
T.  Green  wood* 

Tap  lamb^— Pint  prize,  8.  Hndaon,  Broadahaw ;  aeoond,  J. 
Young. 

Pen  of  five  ewea.— First  and  second  prizea,  S.  Newall, 
Eastby. 

Pen  of  five  shearling  gimmen.— Pint  prize,  S,  Hodaon  ; 
aecond,  W.  Bisset,  Malham  Tarn. 

Pen  of  five  gimmer  lambs.— First  prize,  S.  Hudson ;  second, 
S.  NewaU. 

Denastured  in  land  the  rateable  value  of  which  ahall  not 
exceed  Sa.  per  acre,  for  a  period  of  three  months  next  previous 
to  the  show.  Pen  of  five  two-shear  ewes,  Scotch  breed.— 
Pint  prize,  T.  Young,  Bardan ;  second,  T.  Greenwood. 

Pen  of  five  wethers,  Scotch  breed.— Pint  and  second  prizes, 
J.  Metcalfe,  Dambrook. 

Lomc. 
(Open  to  Local  Competition). 

Ram.— First  prize,  J.  Hoyle,  diffe  Green ;  aeoond,  T.  Seed, 
Baahall  Town. 

Shearling  ram.— Pint  prize,  J.  M.  Green,  Black  Hill; 
aecond,  W.  Riley,  Oakworth. 

Tup  lamb.— ^t  prize,  B.  Dobaon,  Craiglenda ;  aecond,  M. 
Hanson,  High  Utley. 

Pen  of  five  ewea.— Pirrt  prize,  J.  M.  Green :  aeoond,  J.  B. 
Sidffwick.  Ryddleaden  Hall. 

Pen  of  five  ahearling  nmmen.— Pirat  prize,  J.  B.  Sidg* 
wick;  aecond,  W,  Butler, Carlton,  Biggin. 

Pen  of  five  gimmer  lamba.— Pint  prize,  J.  M.  Green ;  se- 
eond,  J.  Barker,  Brunthwaite, 

HAIl'-BXEDS. 
(Open  to  Local  Competition). 

Pen  of  five  blackfiEuwd  Scotch  ewes.— Pint  prize,  H.  Natter, 
Sldpton ;  second,  W.  Lawson,  Beamsley. 

Pen  of  five  blaok&ced  shearling  gimmen.— First  prize,  H. 
Nutter ;  second,  T.  Wellock,  Toft  (£tte. 

Pen  of  five  blackfaced  gimmer  lambs. — ^Fint  prize,  A. 
Robinson,  East  Scale  Park ;  second,  W.  Carlisle,  Bordley  HalL  , 

Pen  of  five  blackfaced  Scotch  lambs,  depastured  upon  land 
the  rateable  value  of  which  shall  not  exceed  Ss.  per  acre,  for 
three  months  next  previous  to  the  show. — ^Fint  prize,  T. 
Wellock  :  second,  T.  Young. 

Pen  of  five  shearling  gimmen,  Cheviot^Pirst  and  aeoond 
prizea,  W.  Wilkinaon. 

Pen  of  five  gimmer  lamba,  Cheviot.— Pint  and  second  prizes, 
J.  Markendale,  Banknewton  Hall. 

Pen  of  five  ewes,  Lonk.— Pirat  prize,  G.  Demaine,  Draugh- 
ton ;  aecond,  H.  Nutter. 

Pen  of  five  ewea,  Lonk,  two-ahear.— Pint  prize,  G.  De« 
naine;  aecond,  H.  Nutter. 
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Fen  of  five  Lonk  thearliDg  jriannera.— first  pr{«5,  J,  Midg- 
ley,  Steeton ;  aeeond,  J.  GUI,  Howden  Park. 

Pen  of  five  honk  gimmer  lambs.— Pint  prize,  J.  Oill ; 
tecond,  B.  Baxter,  EUlack  Hall. 
PIGS. 
(Open  to  the  United  Kingdom). 

Boar  of  the  large  breed.— Pirrt  prize,  W.  Liiter,  Armley; 
woond,  J.  Palmer,  Thorlelqr. 

Boar  of  the  middle  breed.— First  prize,  J.  £.  Foz,  Great 
Horton ;  second,  S.  Applebj,  Armley. 

Boar  of  the  small  breed.^-Krst  prize,  W.  Hatton,  ^ding- 
ham  ;  second,  J.  Sagar,  Lister  Hills. 

Sow  of  the  large  breed.— First  prize,  W.  Lister ;  second,  W. 
Hatton. 

Sow  of  the  middle  breed.- Pirrt  prize,  W.  Parker,  Brad- 
ford; second,  B.  Barrett,  Crosahills. 

Sow  of  the  small  breed. — ^First  and  second  prizes,  W. 
Hatton. 

Boar  of  the  large  breed,  under  nine  months  old.— Fust 
prize,  J.  Palmer ;  second,  C.  Trees,  Skipton. 

Boiu  of  the  middle  breed,  nnder  nine  months. — ^First  prize, 
W.  lister ;  second,  W.  Birtwhistle. 

Boar,  small  breed,  nnder  nine  months  old.— First  prize,  F. 
Bramfttt,  Sheepsear :  second,  J.  Beeday,  Keiffhley. 

Gilt  of  the  large  breed,  nnder  nine  months  old,  for  breed- 
ing.— ^First  prize,  J.  Eeeoay;  second,  W.  Parker. 


Gilt  of  the  middle  breed,  nnder  nine  months  old,  fbi  bmd. 
,— W.  Birtwhistle ;  second,  J.  Reeday. 
lilt  of  the  small  breed,  nnder  nine  months  old,  for  breed- 


ing. — Prize,  F.  Bramfitt 

Store  pig,  nnder  twe 

prizes,  S.  Newall,  £aa%, 


itore  piff,  nnder  twdre  months  old.— First  and  aeeood 


Preminms  for  Labonrers  only  (open  to  Local  Oompetitiot). 

Store  pig,  above  nine  mooiths  old.— First  prize,!.  Tmi; 
second,  J.  Bceday. 

Store  pig,  nnder  nine  months  old.— First  prize,  J.  Beedij; 
second,  D.  Keighley,  Eiley  Head. 

Gilt  of  the  large  breed,  nnder  nine  months  old.— Bntpriift 


M.  Hindle,  Keigfikj ;  second.  J.  Slater,  KeigUcr. 
Gilt,  of  the  middle  breed,  under  nine  months  old.—] 


-lint 


prize,  J.  SUter;  second,  W.  Birtwhistle. 

Gilt  of  the  small  breed,  under  nine  months  dli—Fu^ 
prize,  W.  Birtwhistle ;  second,  T.  Trees. 

Sow  of  the  large  breed.— First  prize.  T.  Walton,  Kagbky; 
second,  H.  Binns,  Keiffhley. 

Sow  of  the  middle  breed.— First  prize,  H.  Bians ;  secosd, 
T.  Walton. 

Sow  of  the  small  breed.- Prize,  S.  Wilson,  l!snihiIL 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Society  wis  held  in  tksevcsai, 
at  the  Deronahire  Arms,  and  was  attended  \q  a  oosipny 
■  ""      The    Duke    of  Derositoe 


numbering  upwards  of 
presided. 


100. 


EOCHDALE    AGBIOULTUEAL    SHOW. 


The  fifteenth  annual  show  of  tbe  Whitworth  and  Bochdale 
Agricultural  Sodety  was  held  on  the  34th  August  The 
show  surpassed  those  of  prerious  years.  The  entries  numbered 
2,096,  wnereas  last  year  the  number  was  1,131,  showing  an 
increase  of  906.  One  new  feature  worthy  of  notice  is  that 
instead  of  only  £10  beins  offered  for  **  the  best  beast  on  the 
ground,**  two  £10  prizes  nave  been  given ;  one  for  "  the  best 
nude  beast,'*  and  the  other  fi^r  '*  the  best  female  beast,**  and 
the  change  has  given  general  satisfaction.  The  entries  of 
hunters  for  general  competition  were  numerous.  For  the  first 
time  prizes  were  offered  to  cottagers  for  the  best  pigs^  and  this 
had  toe  desired  effect  of  drawing  a  fine  muster. 

Judges :  Homed  Cattle:  J.  Brewer,  Whiteh^uae,  Port-, 
field,  Whalley ;  B.  Baxter,  ElsUck  Hall,  near  Skipton.  Horses : 
W.  S.  Atkinson,  Barrowby  Hall,  Woodlesford,  Yorkshire; 
T.  Metcalf,  Uttozeter,  Staffordshire;  ^Captain  Skipworth, 
Horsham,  Brigg,  Lincolnshire ;  T.  Dodds,  Warren  Cottage, 
Wakefield.  Sheep:  W.  Parker,  Ridge, near  Hebden  Bridge ; 
L.  Crossley,  Clirim  Lathe,  near  Bumlqr.  Pigs :  W.  Gamon, 
Hoole  Cottage,  Dee  Mills.  Chester ;  T.  Atherton,  Chaple 
House,  Speke,  near  Liverpool. 

P  R  I  Z  E-L  1ST. 
HORNED  CATTLE. 

Bull  of  any  breed.— The  challenge  cup,  value  £10,  R. 
Hurst,  Rochdale. 

Best  male  beast  on  the  ground,  the  condition  being  that 
the  animal  should  not  compete  for  this  prize  at  any  future 
show  of  the  Society.— A  piece  of  place,  T.  Statter. 

Best  female  bnst,  under  similar  condition  as  above.— A 
piece  of  plate,  C.  W.  Brierley,  Rhodes  Honse. 

Bull  cal^  under  twelve  months  old.— T.  Statter. 

Cow  in  calf  or  in  milk.— J.  Walton. 

Heifer,  not  exceeding  three  years  old.— J.  Farrar,  Thorny- 
holme,  Burnley. 

Heifer,  not  exceeding  two  years  old.— C.  W.  Brierley. 

Heifer  calf,  nnder  twelve  months  old.— J.  Farrar. 

Two  cows,  in  calf  or  in  milk  (open  to  cattle  dealers  only).— 
J.  Coates,  Rochdale. 

Fat  ox,  or  coWf  or  heifer  (open  to  butchers  and  dealers).^ 
C.  W.  Brierley. 

Fat  calf.— t  Statter. 

TENAIIT  VJlBJCESS*  PBXinTTK8. 

Bull  of  anv  breed.— C.  W.  Brierley. 

Cow,  in  calf  or  in  milk.— C.  W.  Brierley. 

Heifer,  not  exceeding  three  years  old.— C.  W.  Brierley. 


Heifer,  not  exceeding  two  years  old.— C.  W.  Biieriej. 

Heifer  calf,  not  exceeding  twelve  months  old.— J.  Witas. 

Two  cows,  in  calf  or  in  milk.— C.  W.  Brieriey. 

Heifer,  not  exceeding  three  years  old.— W.  Kershaw,  iUer- 
bank,Waid]e. 

Heifer,  not  exceeding  two  years  old.— R.  Fitton,  Csttkka. 
Rochdale. 

Cow,  in  calf  or  in  milk.— J.  A.  Mason,  Moorhoue,  Kill* 

Heifer,  not  exceeeding  three  yean  old.— J.  Bentky,  fit 
Booth,  near  Rochdale. 

Heifer,  not  exceeding  two  years  old.— ^.  A.  Msson. 

Heifer  calf,  under  twelve  montha  old.— T.  Walker,  Uisdli 
Pasture,  Healey. 

HORSES. 

Best  horse.— C.  W.  Brierley. 

Horse  under  16  hands.— Brierley  Brothers,  Rochdsk. 

Pair  of  horses  belonging  to  one  party  or  fina.^.  ^' 
Brierley. 

Pair  of  horses,  under  16  hands.— T.  Statter. 

String  of  four  horses  (open  to  horse  dealers  and  othm)-" 
The  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Buigeases  of  Rodidale  Wattf- 
works. 

AGRIGULTUULL  U0B8XS. 

Best  horse.— C.  W.  Brierley. 

Brood  mare,  together  with  foal.— T.  Statter. 

Thrae.year.old  gelding  or  filly.— J.  Willoughl^  HoU.  Wood 
Road,  near  Bury. 

Three-vear-old  gelding  or  fiUy,  adapted  for  saddle  or  bsrsai. 
—J.  L.  Becker.  Foxdenton. 

Two-year-old  gelding  or  filly.— W.  Robert^  Thonisjbol«> 
near  Burnley. 

One-year-old  colt  or  filly.— R.  Kay,  Chambcrhonse. 

Foal,  adai^  for  saddle  or  harness.— J.  F.  Crowther,  lur- 
field,  Yorkshira. 

Mare  or  gelding,  not  exceeding  16  hands,  ad^»ted  for  kir* 
ness.— H.  Crossley,  Broomfleld,  Halifax. 
SHEEP. 

UaOL  OE  STECKLB-rACID  BBXXD. 

Best  tup.— J.  G.  Bridge,  Edge  Cote,  Rawstenstall 

Tup  hon.— J.  M.  Green,  Black  HiU,  Keighky. 

Tup  lamb.— J.  Pickup,  Newchuroh. 

Three  ewea.— J.  G.  Brid( 

Three  ewe  lambs.— J.  G. 

Ewe  lamb.— J.  M.  Green. 

Three  wethers.- T.  Statter. 
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Finett  wooUed  tup.— J.  Bancroft,  ShntUoworUi,  near  Boxy. 

Finett  wooUed  three  ewes. — J.  Bancroft. 

Any  other  breed  of  theep.— J.  and  W.  Finder,  near  Black- 
bam. 

Three  ewet. — 6.  Stoicgrt  Burnkj. 

Three  tnp  lambs. — J.  riokap,  Tumhill,  near  Bawttenatall. 

Three  e«n  lambe.— O.  Storej. 

Fat  sheep. — ^B.  Tmman,  Blnepits. 

Best  tap  within  the  parish  of  Boehdale.— S.  Jackson> 
Whitworth. 

Tap  hogg. — S.  Jackson. 


Tnp  lamb.— S.  Jackson. 

Three  ewes  and  three  ewe  hoggs.— S.  Jackson. 

Three  ewe  hunbs.— J.  Hill,  Cowcloogh,  near  Rochdale. 

Ewe  lamb.— J.  Parker. 

Three  wethers.— T.  Howarth. 

Three  wether  lambs.— T.  Howarth. 

Flock  of  twelye  sheep,  bred  within  the  parish  of  Rochdale. 
—J.  Parker. 

The  President  of  the  Society  (Mr.  A.  H.  Rojds}  enter- 
tained the  committee  and  a  large  dfcle  of  prirate  fneads  at 
dinner,  at  his  residence,  Greenhill. 


THE    BATH    AND    WEST  OF    ENGLAND    SOCIETY,   AND    SOUTHERN 

COUNTIES    ASSOCIATION. 


The  meeting  of  the  Gonncil  of  this  Society  was  held  on 
Attgnst  80  at  the  White  lion  Hotel,  Bristol,  under  the  presi- 
dency of  the  Earl  of  Cork  and  Orrery.  There  was  also  pre- 
sent Sir  J.  T.  B.  Dnckworth,  Bait.,  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  J. 
Townshend  Boeeawen ;  Messrs.  H.  G.  Andrews,  R.  Brem- 
ridge,  Oement  Bnsh,  R.  H.  Bnsh,  Thomas  Danger,  J.  Daw, 
E.  S.  Dnwe,  A.  P.  Milton  Dmce,  C.  Edwards,  Jonathan 
Gray,  Jolm  Gray.  A.  Granfell,  J.  D.  Handooek,  J.  H.  HoUey, 
J.  Lnsh,  H.  A.  P.  LottreU  (Col.),  R.  Neville  Granville,  M.P., 
R.  Stnitoa,  J.  C.  Moore  Stevens,  R.  J.  Spiers,  W.  Tnomp- 
son,  H.  Williams,  H.  Spaekman  (Official  Saperintendent),  and 
J.  Goodwin  (Secretary  and  Editor). 

GUILDIOBD  MEETING,  1871. 

Tbe  foDowing  is  a  complete  list  of  the  Committees  and 
Stewards  for  the  ensuing  year : 

PuBLicinoN  CoxMiTTEi.— Thomas  Dyke  Adand,  M.P. 
(Chairman),  Hon.  and  Rev.  S.  Best,  F.  W.  Dymond,  Colonel 
Lattrell,  G.  S.  Poole.  Lord  Portman,  Herbert  Williams. 

Fi!fA3ici  AND  CoirTEA.GT8  CoxiOTTUd— H.  Williams 
(ChairmaiO,  J.  C  Ramsden,  Clement  Bnsh,  Charles  Edwards. 

Stock  Puzi-shut  Committei.— Col.  Lnttrell  (Chair- 
man), Thomas  Danger,  J.  T.  Davy,  A.  P.  M.  Drnoe,  T.  Duck- 
ham,  M.  Pkmnt,  Henry  Fookes,  C.  Gordon,  John  Gray, 
James  Hole,  T.  Huss^,  J.  Webb  King,  Col.  Lennard,  H. 
Middkton,  E.  P.  Mills,  W.  Rigden,  J.  S.  Turner. 

Implkicxht  Regulations  ComfiTTU.— J.  E.  KnoUys 
(Chairman),  CoL  Deedes,  Mark  Parrant,  W.  Pronde,  John 
Gray.  Jonathan  Gray,  A.  GrenfeU,  H.  P.  Jones,  Col.  Lennard. 

JuDOXS*  SiLXCTioM  CoxMiTTBX.— Col.  Luttrcll  (Chair- 
man), H.  Pookes,  John  Gray,  C.  Gordon,  Thomas  Hussey, 
Col.  Lennard,  W.  WippelL 

Bjlilwat  Absanqiiunts  Committu.— W.Adair  Bruce 
(Chairman),  CoL  Brent,  Sir  J.  T.  B.  Duckworth,  C.  Gordoo, 
Jonathan  Gray,  C.  Lennard,  Sir  M.  Lopes,  Bart.,  M.P.,  S. 
Pitman,  J.  C.  Ramsden,  R.  J.  Spiers ;  with  power  to  add  to 
their  number. 

DisqUALirruio  Comims.— John  Gray  (Chairman), 
the  Stewards  of  Stock,  the  Stewards  of  Horses. 

AJtTS  AND  Manuiactubea  Committex.— £.  S.  Drewe 
(Chairman),  T.  D.  Adand,  M.P.  (Vice-Chairman),  Hon.  and 
Rev.  S.  Best,  Col.  Brent,  J.  Daw,  R.  R.  M.  Daw,  Sir  J.  T.  B. 
Doekworth,  Bart.,  Jonathan  Gray,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  S.  H.  North- 
oote,  Bart.,  C.B.,  M.P.,  R.  King  Meade  King,  J.  E.  KnoUys, 
Rev.  T.  PhiUpotts,  S.  Pitman,  W.  R.  Scott,  P.  P.  Smith,  R.  J. 
Spiers,  J.  W.  Walrond,  E.  W.  Williams. 

Place  or  Mxxtino  in  1872.— As  the  Society's  Annual 
Meetings  are  now  held  alternately  in  the  Eastern  and  Western 
Districts,  and  as  the  meeting  of  1872  would  in  due  course  be 
held  in  the  Western  District  (indnding  the  county  of  Dorset, 
&cO»  it  was  resolved  to  defer  the  consideration  of  the  place  of 
meeting  nntil  the  October  meeting  of  Counril. 

Tlie  following  communications  from  Sir  J.  C.  Jervoise, 
Bart.,  were  read : 

*'Idsworth,  Homdean,  August  21, 1870. 
<*I  have  latehr  received  the  /owrWof  the  Bath  and  West 
of  England  Society,  1870.    At  p.  42  I  read  that  Professor 
Brown,  the  Society's  Veterinary  inspector,  states  that  persons 
coming  from  infected  stocks  are,  perhaps,  the  cause  of 


outbreaks  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  than  the  actual  and  direct 
contact  of  healthy  i  ith  diseased  animals. 

"  This  is  so  contraiy  to  my  own  experience  that  I  am  most 
desirous  of  bringing  the  question  to  demonstration,  and  with 
this  olgect  I  shall  be  glad  to  place,  for  the  space  of  one  twelve- 
month (from  September  1st,  1870),  twelve  out  of  thirteen  Irish 
steers,  purchased  in  June  last,  to  be  infected  by  Professor 
Brown,  or  any  member  of  the  Veterinary  College  he  may 
select,  in  the  way  and  in  the  manner  refeired  to  \j  Professor 
Brown,  '  othencne  than  by  actual  and  direct  eontaet*  The 
visits  to  be  paid  at  incervals  not  more  frequent  than  14  days. 
In  case  of  his  success  I  shall  be  ready  to  pay  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  pounds. 

**  I  shall  not  be  bound  to  the  number  of  twelve  cattle  against 
aU  casualties.  I  name  twelve  out  of  thirteen  because  one  of 
the  number  has  been  a  good  deal  shaken  by  a  severe  attack 
after  his  journey  from  Ireland. 

(Signed)  "  J.  Cla&u  Jjbktoise. 

"To  the  Secretary. 

"  P.S.  I  request  you  will  be  be  so  good  as  to  place  my  pro- 
posal before  tbe  Association.  The  state  of  affairs  in  Dorset- 
shire narrated  in  the  Time*  of  Augast  19,  where  the  highway 
from  Whitchurch  Canonicorumto  Bridport  is  stopped  with  a 
view  to  lessening  the  danger  of  contasion  lo  animals  passing 
thereon,  with  the  sanction  of  Mr.  Arthur  Helps,  wiU,  I  trust, 
justify  this  oommnnication." 

'*  August  22, 1870. 

**  Sir, — ^Referring  to  my  proposal  of  yesterday,  I  bee  leave  to 
suggest  that  '  member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinaiy 
Surgeons*  should  be  interpreted  as  any  Veterinary  Inspector 
appointed  under  the  Contagious  Disesses  (Animals)  Act; 
and  that  in  lieu  of  fortnightly  experiments  in  infection,  no 
subsequent  attempt  shall  be  made  till  within  21  days  after  the 
period  allowed  for  the  incubation  of  the  disease ;  and  in  order 
to  avoid  the  errors  which  may  arise  from  acddent  or  coind- 
dence  being  mistaken  for  consequence,  it  shall  be  necessary  for 
the  whole  or  the  miyority  of  the  beasts  submitted  to  tbe  ex- 
periment to  be  infected  daring  the  course  of  the  twelvemonth 
datiuff  from  September  Ist,  or,  if  nreferred,  October  1st,  1870. 

"  Tne  cattle  will,  as  a  matter  of  course,  not  be  subjected  to 
any  exceptional  treatment  or  habit. 

**  To  remove  anxiety  on  the  score  of  public  dsnger,  I  beg 
leave  to  call  to  mind  the  experiments  in  vaccinating  sheep  in- 
stituted by  the  Privy  Council  in  the  year  1862.  I  do  not 
know  in  what  locality  these  experiments  were  conducted,  but 
I  believe  Uiey  were  unattended  with  evil  consequences,  and  I 
trust  that  the  experiment  proposed  will  be  equally  harmless. 
(Signed)  "  J.  Clabxz  Jzbyoibi. 

"TotheSecretaiy." 

The  reading  of  the  letters  was  followed  by  an  animated  dis- 
cnssion,  and  it  was  ultimatdy  resolved,  *'  That  the  Council 
thank  Sir  J.  Clarke  Jervoise,  Bart.,  for  the  communication  he 
has  ma^,  but  after  giving  it  the  fullest  consideration  the 
Council  fed  themselves  unable  to  undertake  the  duty  suggested 
in  reUtionto  the  proposed  experiments." 

New  Mxmbzbs.— G.  H.  Parrant,  Salisbury ;  J.  Hutson, 
East  Brent  Weston-super-mare ;  Rev.  W.  St.  Aubyn  Basset, 
West  Bnckland,  Barnstaple;  J.  Ellis,  Guildford. 
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TSB  FABMBS'S  UAOAZINII* 


SALE    OF    MISSBS.    IHTCHELL'S    SHOBTHORNS,    AT   ALLOA, 

ON  THUBSDAY,  AUGUST  26th. 

Bt  John  Thoknton. 


The  lale  of  thit  berd  Iim  for  a  eontidenble  time  been 
the  rabject  of  conversation  among  many  of  the  admiren 
of  the  Booth  blood  of  Shorthorns.  Although  the  bro- 
thers Mitchell  had  not  been  so  happy  in  their  selection  of 
highly  fitthionable  female  tribes,  yet  the  known  judgment 
of  Mr.  Andrew  in  purchasing  good  animals  of  sound 
lineage,  and  putting  Mr.  Boo&'s  bulls  upon  them,  drew 
together  a  company  of  breeders,  but  not  a  large  assembly 
of  the  people,  as  hairiest,  which  is  now  on  in  Scotland,  kept 
many  Anners  away ;  this  may  have  had  its  effect  on  the 
arerage  of  the  bulls,  which  were  not  so  excellent  as  the  cows 
nd  heif^,  and  made  £86  each  against  £66  for  the  females. 
There  were,  however,  several  noblemen  and  breeders  pre* 
sent,  amongst  whom  we  noticed  the  Earl  of  Bunmore, 
Lord  Kellie,  Mr.  T.  C.  Booth,  Mr.  Meadows  (Ireland), 
Mr.  Smith,  Whittingham,  Mr.  Nicolmilne,  Mr.  L.  C. 
Chrisp,  Mr.  Deans  ni>m  Dalkeith,  Mr.  Jenkins,  Sec. 
B.A.S.E.,  Mr.  Russell,  Mr.  A.  Campbell,  Mr.  Saston, 
Mr.  Young  from  Kier,  Mr.  Husband,  Messrs.  Beveridge, 
Messrs.  Cruickshank,  Mr.  C.  LyaU,  Mr.  J.  Bowitead, 
Mr.  Tod,  and  otiier  noted  breeders,  besides  those  whose 
names  are  given  as  purchasers.  The  cattle  had  been 
reared,  as  Mr.  Andrew  Mitchell  said  in  returning  thanks 
for  his  health,  at  great  inconvenience  on  three  farms :  one 
at  Alloa,  another  at  Clackmanan,  and  a  third  on  one  of 
the  isltnds  in  the  Forth ;  so  that,  as  the  stock  had  to  be 
brought  up  to  AUoa  on  the  morning  of  sale,  several  ap- 
peared rather  lame  and  foot-sore.  The  cows  were  in- 
spected in  the  buildings  in  the  town  where  they  were 
certainly  seen  to  much  disadvantage,  u  one  gentleman 
remarked,  "  he  had  rarely  seen  better  animals  in  worse 
boxes."  As  a  whole,  they  were  really  fine  animals,  pos- 
sessing great  depth  of  fore-quarter,  fine  chests  and  bo- 
soms.  broad  loms  and  arched  ribs,  but  often  short  and 
coarse  hind-quarters;  the  heads  were  excellent.  The 
heifers  were  shown  in  a  field  dose  by,  and  were  a  nice 
even  lot,  with  plenty  of  substance ;  some  of  the  ealvea  too 
were  very  taking.  It  often  happens  that  ill-luck  precedes  a 
Bale.  Baron  Booth,  the  first  bull  and  a  very  noted 
animal,  formerly  owned  and  used  by  Mr.  Barclay,  at 
Keavil ;  had  fidlen  lame  on  his  hind-legs,  and  could  not 
be  brought  out.  Malvolio,  the  second  bull,  had  more 
beauty  than  good  temper;  he  was  really  a  very  hand- 
some animal  out  of  the  noted  prise  cow  Misletoe ;  but 
a  few  weeks  before  the  sale  he  had  rushed  from  the  herds, 
man  and  hit  his  head  with  such  force  sgainst  a  wall 
that  he  injured  his  spine,  and  was  nearly  hopeless ;  this 
also  pulled  down  the  bull  average ;  most  of  the  others 
were  mere  calves.  Three  young  bulls  of  Lord  Dunmore's 
were  also  shown  in  nice  condition  ;  but  the  competition, 
more  especially  at  this  season,  was  not  keen  for  them. 

The  luncheon  took  place  in  the  town  hall  of  Alloa, 
Lord  Dunmore  in  the  chair,  and  soon  after  one  o'clock, 
Mr.  Thornton  began  the  business  of  the  day,  in 
a  field  opposite  Mar's  Hill.  The  migority  of 
the  pedegrees  traced  back  to  a  cow  called  Rolla, 
bred  by  Gen.  Simson,  and  got  by  Chas.  Col- 
ling's  North  Star  ;  this  tribe  »  one  of  the  oldest 
Scotch  pedigrees,  and  had  many  very  fine  animals  as  its 
rcpresentetives  j  indeed,  Lucy,  lot  28,  was  as  beautifbl 
an  animal  as  is  often  seen.  The  best  tribe  was,  however, 
tho  BfU0|  bre4  km  Barbdlo  by  Cwdigui  (11^686),  % 


purchase  of  Mr.  John  Wood's,  Stanwick  Psrk  Sale,  1862, 
and  the  five  of  this  tribe  avenged  £d2  eseh.  Else  BeQ, 
the  Smithfield  priie  cow,  calved  a  white  cslf  in  April 
last,  and  hu  slnoe  won  the  ehallenge  oup  at  Sttriisfu 
the  best  cow  in-milk,  made  the  top  price,  and  gtoei  to  Mr. 
Cochrane,  Canada :  her  heifer  had  a  peculiar  formition  of 
the  lower  iaw,  but  was  otherwise  a  fine  animsl,  and  mat 
cheap  at  69  g*.  Cherry  Queen,  bred  fh>m  the  fiuliiouble 
Cherry  tribe,  was  a  stvlish-looking  cow,  with  fine  fort' 
hand,  ribs,  and  loin;  she  made  the  same  prieeai  Blae 
Bell,  after  some  sharp  competition  with  Lord  Dnamon. 
Her  calf,  a  veiy  promising  young  buU  of  fire  mo^tk^ 
went  for  81  gs.,  and  goes  into  Staffordshire.  The  beiierot 
the  Gwynne  tribe  was  of  a  rieh  fine  colour,  and  the  pKttbt 
of  the  heifers.  Mr.  Hay,  from  New  Zealand  oppoid 
Sir  William  Stirling  MaxweD  and  Mr.  Pole  Oellfor  hersp 
to  120gs.,  but  she  joined  her  dam  and  gon  into  Derbyahire. 
Pride,  of  Mr.  Chrisp's  stock,  was  considered  by  urenl 
the  beat  and  aweetest  looking  eoA,  and  there  wMmntl 
competition  for  her,  but  for  the  other  cows  the  biddings 
seemed  good  up  to  about  80  gs.,  but  as  languid  sfterwarih 
aa  they  were  liow  in  being  put  up.  Mr.  Bethane  wu  tbe 
largest  buyer,  and  it  was  said  purchased  several  for  Sir 
David  Baird.  Mr.  Arklay  also  got  some  cheap  useful 
eows  that  go  near  to  Dundee,  whilst  Mr.  Godiman  took 
two  of  the  beat  into  Aberdeenshire.  The  sheep  were  sflt 
high  in  condition,  but  of  good  eharaeter ;  they  were,  bor* 
ever,  too  early  in  the  market,  and  although  the  abearingi 
were  all  sold,  the  prices  were  not  high,  and  the  ewei  vm 
not  sold.    Subjoined  is  a  list  of  the  prices  and  boyen' 


OOWa  AlTD  HEsrxBa. 
Cameron  Lau,  roan,  calved  Peb.  4,  1880,  by  Prinee  Aifti' 

riSiOT),  dam  Mias  Haig ;  A.  Bethnn^  Blebo,  81 P-  ^  ^ 
Lady  of  the  Lake,  red  and  white,  calved  Aug.  10,l8<0,l9 

Prince  Arthur,  dam  Sonaie ;  A.  Bethune,  88  gs.     _  ^.^, 
Comely  8rd,  roan,  calved  May  81, 1862,  by  First  Fmits  (160tf ), 

dam  Comely  2nd ;  R.  Arklay,  Ethiebeaton,  89  ga. 
Pttnline,  roan,  calved  June  8,  1862,  by  Highthora  (190»}. 

dam  Young  Polly ;  G.  Wylie,  Amdean,  by  BoHar,  40  p. 
Luna,  white,  calved  Jane  10, 1862,  by  Pint  Pniita,  dam  Lsa* 

now ;  R.  Arklay,  82  ffs.  ^^,.,, 

Blue  Bell,  roan,  calved  Feb.  4^  1868,  by  Knight  Errnat  nBlf^}. 

dam  Barbelle :  M.  H.  Cochrane,  Gmipton,  Canada,  1^ 
Sonaie,  roin;  calved  Jan.  22, 1864,  by  Arthur  Gwyane  (!»«). 

dam  Lady  of  the  Lake:  —  Godaman,  Aberdeea,  6S  gt- 
Maid  of  Lochty.  white,  calved  Jan.  25,  186^  by  Aftte 

Gwynne,  dam  Maid  of  Orr ;  —  Godaman,  40  n. 
Belk,  white,  calved  March  1864,  by  Arthur  Gwynne,  dm 

Barbelle ;  E.  Mowbray,  Cambua,  54  gs. 
Amazon,  roan,  calved  March  20,  1864,  by  Aithvr  Ofyaa^ 

dam  Miaa  Haig ;  —  Gordon,  Clany,  84  gs.  ^,^, 

Cherry  Queen,  calved  April  27,  1886,  by  Warrior  (KUTS). 

dam  Cherry ;  S.  Bolden,  Springifield,  near  Lancaster,  IW p. 
Guerilla,  roan,  calved  May  7, 1864,  by  First  FniU,  dam  ha- 

pareil ;  J.  Young.  Alloa,  28  ge.  ».«__, 

Lady  of  the  XaleTroaB,  calved  Jan.  1,  1866,  hjSaStmd 

(16302),  dam  Lady  Laura ;  A.  Bethune,  85  ga.  . 

Sarah  Gwynne,  red,  calved  Feb.  18j  1866,  by  Sir  Samad,  dJB 

Snaan  Gwynne ;  BL  Chandoa,  Pole  GelL  46  ga.  , 

BeatriMi,  red  and  white,  calved  April  16, 1866,  bf  Sir  SaaeJ, 

dam  Amaaon ;  B.  Binnie,  Seton  Mama,  Hsddingtoiilui«i 

Samara  Farewell,  rosn,  calved  April  88, 1866^  by  Sir  SiB«lf 
dun  Paoline;  •■  JoUy,  lock,  ^S^ga, 
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Lufluiaa,  wUta,  etlvid  July  98,  186«,  by  Bngado  Miyor 

(S1S18),  dam  Luna  ;  E.  ArkUy,  27  gt. 
BeI]^  Totn,  ealT6d  Ang.  16. 1866.  by  Ued  Ifrutr  (M918),  am 

BeDa ;  Sir  W.  StirUng-Hazwell,  Bait^  60  gt. 
Pride,  white,  eahed  Nor.  B4,  1866,  by  Brigade  Mi^or,  dam 

Peaily ;  Sir  W.  Sttrling-Maxwell,  80  gs. 
Benia  Bdl,  red,  calvad  Feb.  «2, 1867,  by  Lord  Eagle  (22149), 

dam  Blae  Bell ;  A.  Bethime,  69  gs. 
Souie  2nd,  roan,  calved  ftb.  28.  1867,  byLord  Eagle,  dam 

Lidy  of  the  Lake;  ~  IfQaeen,  Difer'a  Well,  Alloa,  88  gs. 
Alice,  red  and  white,  ealved  March  26,  1867,  by  Lord  Eagle, 

dam  Amazon ;  J.  Yonng,  24  gs. 
Lney,  roan,  calyed  Jane  17, 1867.  by  Bed  Friar,  dam  Lima; 

—  Hay,  Pigeon  Bay,  New  Zealand,  120  gi. 
GiiMy  Giri,  white,  ealfed  April   16,  1868,  by  The  Sntler 

(23061),  dam  Guerilla ;  H.  Soott,  Broiherton,  Kincardine, 

29  n. 
Beanty,  Ted  and  white,  calved  Joly  18,  1868,  by  The  Sutler, 

dam  Amazon ;  —  Hay,  36  gt. 
Comdy  6th,  red,  calTed  Ang.  4,  1868,  b^  The  Sntler,  dam 

Comely  3rd ;  —  Philipt,  Haybridge,  England,  60  gt. 
Soldiei^t  Dan^rhter,  roan.  ealTod  Ang.  26, 1868,  by  The  Sntler, 

dam  Beatrice ;  G.  Hope,  Pentonbams,  Haddingtonthire, 

83  et. 
Sally  Gwynne,  roan,  calTcd  Nor.  16, 1868,  by  Ideiman  (26444), 

dam  Sarah  Gwynne ;  H.  C.  PolcGell,  125  gt. 
Litzie,  white,  calved  Dec  7,  1868,  by  Ideunan,  dam  Lady  of 

the  Lake ;  T.  Jolly,  36  gt. 
MiM  Blithe,  red  and  while,  calved  Feb.  28,  1869,  by  Lord 

Blithe  (22162),  dam  Qoeen  of  the  lalea;  H.  Cochrane, 

100  St. 
lUid  of  the  Forth,  white,  calted  March  16,  1869,  by  Lord 

BUthe,  dam  Maid  of  Lochty ;  H.  C.  Pole-GeD,  62  gt. 
Moat  Bote  2nd,  roan,  ealred  April,  1869,  by  Lord  Blithe,  dam 

MoesBote;  H.  Scott,  80  gt. 
BUthe  Bdle,  roan,  calved  May  6. 1869,  by  Lord  Blithe,  dam 

BeOej  —  Bty|106gi. 


Coimteti,  roan,  calved  Kof  •  9, 1869,  by  IdMrntt,  dam  Beatrice; 

A.  Bethnne,  36  gt* 
Lady  Samnel,  roan,  calved  May  8. 1870,  by  Malvolio  (24619), 

dam  SamueFt  Farewell ;  T.  Jolly,  23  gt. 
Sonne  m.,  roan,  calved  May  9, 1870,  by  Idennan,  dam  Lady 

of  the  Lake ;  A..BethQne,  84  gt. 

BT7LLS. 

laland Chief;  white, calved  Jnly  18, 1868, byThe Sutler, dam 

Cameron  Lau;  D.  Forreiter,  Woodoook  Hall,  Linlithgow, 

36  gt. 
Red  fiover.  red,  calved  April  11,  1869,  by  Malvolio,  dam 

Samnel'a  Farewell ;  E.  Mowbray,  37  gt. 
Master  BUthe,  red  and  white,  calved  Jnly  14, 1869,  by  Lord 

Blithe,  dam  Lady  of  the  Lake ;  A.  Bethnne,  41  gt. 
Baron  Forth,  roan,  calved  Ang.  9,  1869,  by  MalvoUo,  dam 

Comely ;  J.  M'Qneen,  16  gt. 
Lord  Kelli^  roan,  calved  Sept.  10,  1869,  by  Malvolio,  dam 

Cameron  Lau ;  Cant  Armstrong,  20  gt. 
Lord  Mar,  roan,  calved  Sept.,  1869,  by  Malvolio^  dam  Lnna ; 

—  Cheape,  31  gt. 
Lord  Borleigh,  roan,  calved  Jan.  11,  1870,  by  Gondolier 

(26277),  dam  Lucy ;  B.  Binni^  42  gt. 
Samnel  Gwynne,  roan,  calved  Feb.  7, 1870,  by  Malvolio,  dam 

Sarah  Gwynne ;  E.  Melonnge,  39  gt. 
Cherry  Prince,  roan,  calved  March  20, 1870,  by  Ttletman,  dam 

Cherry  Qoeen ;  J.  N.  Philipt,  81  gt. 
Waterman,  white,  calved  Blay  9, 1870,  by  lalenaB,  dam  Mott 

Bote ;  —  Peat,  Manor,  Stirling*  16  ga. 
Watehmaa,  white,  calved  Ang.  80|  lo69,  by  Malvolio^  dam 

AmaaoA ;  D.  M'Claae,  90  ga. 

aXTXlOXT: 

£  t.  d.  ifc   t.  d. 

S6Cowt 66  16    9    2,044    7    0 

11  Bolls 36    1    8    396  18    0 

4? Average  iS61  18  10    <2,441    6    0 


BADMINTON  FABMEBS'  CLUB. 


JuDoia: 
Hnntiiig  Stock ;  Col.  Kingtcote,  C.B.,  M.P.,  Kingioote-park : 

F.  6.  Jonet,  VJS.,  Cheltenham;  F.Sherboni,Bedfont, Mid- 
dlesex. 
Cart  Hortes,  Sheep,  Pigs,  and  Boots :  D.Holbrow,  Bagpath; 

Francit  Pinehin,  Hat  IVirm,  Box. 
Cattle:    Francit  Bomet,  Kingtcote;  Levi  Cnmock,   Shep- 

herdine,  Thombory  ;   Saul  P.  Savage,  the  Leyi  Farm, 

Wotton*nnder*£dge« 
Cheese :  W.  WrishC  Small-ttreet,  Bristol. 

The  following  is  the  prize-list : 

Hossss. — ^Brood  mare  and  foal  for  hunting  purposes :  W. 
White,  Greyhound  Inn,  Tetbury.  Yearling  colt  or  iDy  for 
hunting  purposes :  W.  Dean,  Ararat-larm,  Wotton-under-£dge. 
Two-year-old  gelding  or  fiUy  for  hunting  purposes :  Capt. 
Blathwayt,  Dyrham,  Chipping  Sodbury.  Hunter,  mare,  or 
gelding  above  three  years  old :  J.  Powney,  Lansdown.  Road- 
ster, mare,  or  gelding  above  three  years  old ;  Capt.  Blathwayt, 
Dyrham,  Chipping  Sodbury.  Brood  mare  and  foal  for  agri- 
emtaral  purposes:  C.  Beaven,  Shipton  Moyne.  Two-year- 
old  gelding  or  ftlly  for  agricultural  purposes :  J.  Millard,  Lea, 
Xalmetbuxy;  2nd,  G.  Anstee,  Hinton-farm,  Chipping  Sodbury. 

Cjlttli.— Bull  above  two  yean  old,  E.  H.  Gould,  Didmar- 
ton.  Bull  above  one  year  and  under  two  years  old,  D.F. 
Long,  Oldbury-on-the-Hill.  Bull  calf  above  three  and  under 
12  months  old,  John  Comock.  Cow  above  four  years  old,  in- 
millc  or  in-calf,  John  ThomjMon,  Badminton.  Cow  above 
tliree  and  under  four  years  old,  in-milk  or  in-calf,  John  Thomp- 
son. Hmfer  above  two  and  under  three  years  old,  John 
Thompson.  Heifer  above  one  and  under  two  years  old,  John 
Thompson.  Heifer  calf  above  three  and  under  12  months 
old,  John  Thompson.  Cows  above  three  years  old,  in-milk  or 
in-calf,  ftrtt  prise  John  Comock,  HilUIevi  second.  Bobert 
H.  Qould ;  third,  John  Comock.  Pair  of  neifers  above  two 
and  ander  three  years  old,  first  priie,  D.  F.  Long,  Oldbury-on- 
the-HiU ;  mcoaI  James  Goulter,  Acton  TarviUe :  third,  B.  F. 
]>mg«    xm  of  Attto  aibore  oao  aoA  unto  two  yean  M, 


first  prise,  Jamet  Goulter ;  teoond,  J.  C.  Hatherdl,  Oldbury- 
on-the-Hill;  third,  John  Neerot,  Wick.  Heifer  calf  above 
three  and  under  12  months  old,  John  Comock. 

Sbisp.— Pen  of  eight  long-wooUed  wether  lambs,  B.  F. 
Long,  Oldbury-on-the-Hill.  Pen  of  long-wooUed  Chilver 
lambs,  B.  F.  Long.  Short-wooUed  ram  of  any  age,  E.  H. 
Gould,  Didmarton.  Pen  of  eiffht  cross  bred  ewes,  Joseph 
Bennett,  Newhouse-farm  ;  2nd,  Samuel  Witehell,  Sopworu. 
Pen  of  oght  cross-bred  Chilver  lambs.  Joseph  Bennett. 

Pios.— Sow  above  twelve  months  <ud,  James  Goulter,  Acton 
TurviUe. 

Boora.— Selection  of  mangold-wurtsel  swedes,  and  com- 
mon turnips,  twelve  specimens  of  each  sort,  R.  H.  Gould,  Did- 
marton.  Twelve  specimens  of  any  variety  of  mangold  wurt- 
zel,  Mrs.  Mary  Witehell,  Stoke  Giflbrd.  Twelve  specimens  of 
any  variety  of^swedish  turnips,  Wm.  Minett,  Acton  Turville. 
Twelve  specimens  of  any  variety  of  common  turnips,  J.  M. 
Waiiams,  Dunkirk. 

Cnxn.— Best  cwt.  of  thick  cheese,  Theos.  Goulter,  Acton 
Turville.    Best  cwt.  of  thin  cheese,  John  Comock,  HiUsley. 


MORE  EXPORTATIONS.— It  seems  this  year  that  most 
of  our  best  cattle  and  sheep  are  leaving  the  eonntry.  The 
European  left  Liverpool  last  month  for  Quebec,  having  on 
boara  Mr.  Cochrane's  purchases  from  Mr.  Booth,  ineludinff 
the  1,600  gt.  cow  Lady  Grateful ;  alM  the  prise-cow  Blue  Bell, 
and  Min  Slithe  from  the  Alloa  sale,  as  well  as  Baddow  Rose, 
the  first-prize  heifer  at  the  Enex  county  show.  Mr.  J.  S. 
Thomson,  of  Whitby,  Canada  West,  also  had  a  yearling  buU 
and  four  neifers  from  the  Sittyton  herd  on  the  same  vessel.  And 
besides  these  Shorthorns  there  were  sIm  seferal  priae-sheep, 
including  Mr.  Marshall  and  Mr.  Cartwright^t  Linooki  tups, 
and  three  of  Mr.  Wiley's  prixe-pea  of  Leinster  gimmers  from 
the  Yorkshire  show :  these  were  really  very  boautifiil  shesp 
and  go  out  to  Mr.  Wallbridge.  Mr.  Stone,  of  Gnelph,  also 
se^t  ont  several  Cotiwold  rama  raoantiy  bonght  at  the  Gloiter* 
ihirpMlM, 
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FBEMENTATION. 


A  leetara  onthii  snbjeotwia  ddivflred  by  Profeiior  A.  W. 
Williamson,  F.BJS,  at  a  meetiDg  of  the  Sooietj  of  Arti. 

I  hare  sometimes  wuhed,  when  boilding  castles  in  the  air,  that 
I  could,  alter  a  few  hundred  years^  come  back  and  see  the  state 
of  science  at  that  time.  I  am  connnoed  that  those  who  will  look 
back,  from  soch  a  period  as  a  few  hundred  years  henoe,  at  the 
present  state  of  our  knowled|^  of  Nature,  in  any  one  depart- 
ment, will  be  surprised  at  its  smallness ;  in  fact,  eren  now, 
when  we  work  at  all  earnestly  at  any  one  part  of  the  field  of 
T^ature,we  cannot  refrain  from  feelinghow  little  is  our  know- 
ledge compared  with  our  ignorance.  But,  if  that  is  generally 
the  ease,  t  think  it  is  peenliarlY  the  case  in  those  studies  in 
which  life  is  conoemea ;  and  the  phenomena  of  fermentation 
hare  that  peculiarity  that  they  consist  of  processes  in  whidi 
rital  organisms  are  concerned,  and  in  which  there  is 
erery  reason  to  beliere  that  rital  organisms,  or  liriog 
beings,  take  an  active  and  leading  part  I  need  not  say  tha^ 
for  that  reason,  the  eiplanations  which  we  hare,  even  of  the 
simplest  and  best  known  of  the  phenomena  of  fermentation, 
are,  as  yet,  mere  sketches  of  the  reality.  It  is,  however,  not 
the  less  useful  or  the  less  important  to  know  them  for  that 
reason.  When  we  chemists  are  dassifyin^  substances,  we 
adopt  a  prindpla  of  dassiAcation  which  I  think  is  almost  in- 
evitable, out  it  may  be  as  well  that  I  should  mention  what  it 
is.  We  put  the  simple  things  together,  and  the  complex  or 
difficult  tilings  together,  and  then  vre  try  to  put  between  them, 
in  as  re|^uhir  an  order  as  possible,  the  intermediate  links  of 
the  chain  by  which  they  can  be  connected ;  and  1  believe  that 
our  best«~i  might  almost  say  our  only  explanations  consist  in 
thus  arranging,  in  a  natural  order,  the  facts  which  we  have  to 
consider,  and  then  viewing  them,  and  stating  what  we  see,  in 
the  dearest  and  least  ambiguous  terms.  Now,  the  term 
"  organic,'*|as  rpplied  to  a  certain  dass  of  chemical  substances, 
miffht  be  replaced — by  the  term  "complex.**  The  substances 
which  we  are  in  the  habit  of  including  under  the  term  organic 
are  peculiarly  complex ;  in  fact,  they  are  the  most  complex 
with  which  we  have  to  do.  The  phenomena  of  fermentation 
relate  mainly  to  them,  and  consist  prindpally  of  a  process  of 
change — ^the  breaking-up  of  those  organic  bodies  into  rather 
less  complex  substances  than  themselves — a  prodeu  of  partial 


analysis.  Of  course,  when  I  say  that,  I  gave  what  I  conodve 
to  be  a  characteristic  idea  of  the  general  method,  and  I  must 
not  be  supposed  to  assert  that  all  processes  of  fermentation  are 
analytical.  Amongst  the  characteristics  which,  I  think,  are 
particularly  useful  and  interesting,  as  serving  to  distinguish 
organic  from  inorganic,  complex  from  simple  substances,  is 
their  different  behaviour  under  heat.  I  have  found  it  exceed- 
inriv  interesting  and  instructive  to  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that 
while  simple  and  inorganic  compounds,  as  we  generally  call 
them,  are  sometimes  destroyed  and  resolved  into  other  com- 
pounds by  the  action  of  a  hi^h  temperature,  yet  many  of  them 
are  not.  Amongst  inorganic  substances  we  find  some  which 
are  broken  up  or  changed  by  exposure  to  a  hich  temperature, 
but  there  are  others  which  can  stand  even  the  highest  tem- 
perature without  undergoing  any  permanent  change — that  is 
to  say,  they  return,  on  cooling,  to  the  same  state  in  which 
they  were  before  the  heat  was  applied.  With  orsanic  sub- 
stances that  is  not  the  case.  All  organic  bodies  are  broken  up 
into  minute  partides,  and  assume  new  arrangements,  when 
th^  are  heated  to  a  sufficiently  high  temperature ;  and  that 
is,  I  think,  a  distinction  which  is  of  considerable  theo- 
retical as  well  as,  perhaps,  of  some  practical  import- 
ance. The  processes  of  brnking  up  which  are  effected  by 
heat  upon  organic  bodies  are,  in  the  very  great  majority  of 
cases,  different  from  those  which  are  effected  by  the  action  of 
these  wonderful  little  organisms,  the  ferments ;  and  it  is  a 
peculiarity  of  the  action  of  the  ferments  that  they  effect  the 
breaking-up — ^the  analysis— of  complex  organic  substances, 
and  form  products  which,  for  the  most  part,  we  have  obtained 
from  those  materials  by  no  other  process.  Amongst  the  pro- 
cesses of  fermentation  there  is  one  which,  from  its  pre- 
eminent importance,  and  from  tlte  fact  we  have  had  occasion 
to  study  it  more  fnUy  than  any  other,  ought  to  be  first  men- 
tioned. I  allude  to  the  process  of  fermentation  by  which 
alcohol  is  formed  ttUfldaUy.  I  may  say,  indeed,  it  is  the 
only  prooeM  by  which  aloohol  is  ever  made.    It  if  a  piooen 


which  consists  in  breaking  up  some  kind  of  8ngar-4or  mpr  is 
a  word  which,  although  popularly  restricted  to  one  particnlar 
substance,  which  is  extracted  sometimes  firom  the  sugar-cane 
and  sometimes  from  beet-root,  is  used  by  chemists  in  a  more 
general  sense,  serving  to  characterise  a  famil^r  of  bodies  which 
have  much  in  common  with  one  another,  being  for  the  most 
part  all  of  them  sweet,  and  containing  the  same  elemeats,  bat 
in  sUghtlv  different  proportions.  They  all  possess  many  pro- 
perties wnich  are  of  some  importance.  Thane  different  kinds 
of  sugar  are  broken  up  by  the  action  of  ferment  into  aloohol, 
and  also  into  another  product,  carbonic  add  gaa,  which  hss 
been  long  known,  and  lor  a  long  time  the  process  of  ■looboUe 
fermentation  was  supposed  to  consist  simply  in  a  a^antioa  of 
sugar  into  these  two  products,  alcohol  on  the  one  hand  mlI 
carbonic  acid  on  the  other.  A  more  careful  examiiiBtioa  of 
the  products  has  shown,  however,  that  these  two  never  appear 
alone.  I  believe  I  may  safely  say,  from  the  researches  of 
Pasteur  and  others,  that  no  case  of  the  formation  of  nleobol 
by  fermentation  has  been  known  to  occur  in  which  aevenl 
other  products  have  not  been  formed  simultaneonalj  with 
these  two.  With  regard  to  the  difference  of  properties  of 
these  two  bodies  there  are  one  or  two  points  of  some  littk 
interest,  espeddlv  this  one,  that  whereas  alcohol  is  an  eni- 
nently  comDustible  substance,  and  is  well  known  to  have  pro- 
perties of  that  kind,  bdng  frequently  used  as  fhd ;  on  the 
other  hand,  carbonic  add,  the  other  chief  product,  is  com- 
pletely burnt— it  is  a  substance  incapable  of  undergoing  uj 
chemical  change  whatever  analogous  to  combustion.  Aloohol 
is  a  substance  which  I  need  not  snow  you,  although  in  its  pure 
state  it  is  not  very  common ;  but  I  will,  in  order  to  remind 
those  of  yon  who  may  be  less  familiar  with  its  leading  pro- 
perties, make  a  little  carbonic  add  by  a  short  process.  I  will 
put  a  little  muriatic  acid  upon  some  white  marble,  and  the 
apparent  ebullition  which  you  see  takes  place  is  known  to  yoo 
all  as  due  to  the  liberation  of  carbonic  ada.  You  mi^t  imagine 
the  thing  to  be  fermenting,  only  that  the  process  in  that  esse 
would  be  less  rapid.  Now,  if  I  plunge  this  little  burning  paper 
gradually  into  the  jar  containing  the  carbonic  acid,  it  will 
burn  more  and  more  faintly,  and  ^  extingushed  when  it 
enters  the  ^ ;  it  is  totally  impossible  to  set  fire  to  the  gas. 
And  there  is  one  other  fact  that  we  may  notice  at  the  esH 
time— the  great  spedfic  gravity  which  charaeteiises  this  gas. 
I  will  show  you  that,  in  this  way.  I  will  ^  through  the 
motion  of  pouring  from  this  jar  containing  it  into  another 
smaller  jar,  and  no  doubt  the  heavy  carbonic  add  will  pass 
from  the  jar  in  which  I  first  collected  it  into  the  lower  one, 
where  we  shall  find  it  by  means  of  the  taper  as  before.  Io« 
see  that,  on  lowering  the  lighted  taper  into  this  small  jar,  it  ii 
extinguished  as  it  was  before.  I  will  show  you  the  test  bj 
which  we  usually  discover  the  presence  of  carbonic  add.  I 
have  here  some  water  containing  lime  in  solution — some  line 
water — and  I  will  pour  it  into  the  large  b«^er  glass,  in  whidi 
there  is  probably  stiU  some  carbonic  add  left.  You  see  the 
solution  immediatdy  becomes  turbid,  or,  as  we  express  it,  a 
precipitate  is  formed  by  the  combination  of  the  caAonic  *oi 
with  the  lime  water.  A  compound  is  formed,  whieh  is  nearlj 
insoluble  in  the  water,  called  carbonate,  whidi  goes  down  si 
a  predpitate.  In  addition  to  aloohol  and  carbonic  acid,  I 
ought  to  mention  another  kind  of  aloohol,  which  occurs  to  a 
oonsiderable  extent  in  some  distilleries  where  raw  grain  or 
potato  starch  is  used.  This  substance  imparts  to  the  prodscft 
a  very  unpleasant  odour,  and  some  unwholesome  qualities.  It 
is  known  by  the  name  of  fouad  oiL  It  does  Mt  mix  with 
water,  and  if  I  were  to  pour  some  of  it  on  water,  it  woaU 
float,  without  dissolving  to  any  considerable  extent  Tboe 
are  some  other  products  which  are  even  more  interesting  and 
important;  two  especially  I  ought  to  mention.  One  is  the 
dear  substiance  which  vou  see  in  this  bottle,  and  whieh  joa 
might  imagine  to  be  oil.  It  is  a  fluid  largely  made  now,  sad 
known  by  the  name  of  glycerine,  but  in  chemical  language  I 
should  say  tliat  this  wu  an  alcohoL  It  is  a  snbataaoe  which, 
by  tasting,  yon  might  mistake  for  susar,  for  it  poasfiiw  a 
sweet  taste  resembling  sugar ;  but,  to  chemists,  it  is  a  kind  of 
alcohol,  and  its  appearance  during  fermentatioa  together  with 
ordinary  aloohol  is  no  donbt  due  to  a  process  of  the  normal 
kind.    Another  prodnet  iriiieh  I  might  oompare  to  the  car- 
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Wie  add  whieii  I  jott  how  showed  yon,  ia  thii  beaotiful 
eryitilljiie  aeid  sabttance,  which  hat  been  lon^  known  by  the 
Bam  of  Miodaic  aoid.  It  got  thit  name  from  the  fact  that  it 
was  originallT  prepared  from  amber.  By  salyeoting  the 
anber  to  diy  oiatillation,  snednie  add,  among  other  prodaets, 
is  fcrmed.  GHyoerine  and  faocinic  add,  aa  well  aa  common 
akohol  and  carbonic  add,  are  always  formed  when  any  kind 
of  iDgar  is  made  to  decompose  by  the  process  which  is  termed 
alcoholic  Harmentation,  and  it  is  seldom  that  there  are  not 
other— and  probably  in  smaller  quantities  several  other — pro- 
dDds  formed  bendes  those  four.  In  fact,  the  different  kinds 
of  spirit  whieh  are  obtained  by  the  process  of  fermentation 
aod  sabseqnent  distillation— I  mean  those  kinds  of  spiriU  to 
whieh  no  artiUdal  flafonring  material  is  added  (gin  is  a  gene- 
lal  name  giren  to  certain  spirits  which  ax«  flaToured  by  arti- 
fiejal  means),  sneh  as  brandy,  mm,  and  others— owe  thdr  dis- 
tinetive  peeoliaritiea  to  the  presence  of  small  quantities  of 
Tolatile  anbstanees  which  are  formed  during  the  process  of 
fenneatation,  regarding  which  a  good  deiu  has  been  ob- 
aenred,  and  several  important  facts  have  been  ooUected. 
There  is  another  process  of  fermentation  which  I 
BBst  mention,  for  it  is  important  from  its  frequent  occurrence, 
and  that  is  a  process  by  which  another  kind  of  sugar  usually, 
bnt  sonetifflei  common  sum,  is  transformed.  The  substance 
which  most  naturally  undergoes  this  fermentation  is  milk- 
sigar.  These  hard  lumps  in  this  bottle,  which,  if  yon  were  to 
take  out  and  taste,  von  would  not  imagine  to  be  sugar,  are 
nsde  by  the  crystalL'sation  of  the  solid  substance  in  whey. 
The  whey  is  evaporated  carefully  to  a  small  bulk,  and  this 
nbstanoe  whieh  resnlts  is  known  by  the  name  of  milk-sugar. 
Wbea  a  solution  of  this  is  mixed  with  cheese,  which  is  the 
best  ferment  finr  the  purpose,  it  gradually  turns  add.  I  dare 
■7  it  is  known  to  all  of  you  that  milk  itself,  which  contains 
this  body,  and  cheeae,  or  rather  casdne  dissolved  with  it,  to- 
gether with  the  fatty  globules  of  milk,  when  exposed  to  the 
air,  tarns  add.  That  addity  is  due  to  a  change  which  takes 
puoe  in  the  sugar.  The  sunr  diuppears  mdually,  and  is 
bansformed  into  an  acid  substance,  of  whicn  I  have  a  little 
bottle  here.  It  is  a  strong  acid  j  and  here  in  another  bottle 
are  a  few  of  its  salta— a  lime  ssdt  and  a  zinc  salt,  which  is  a 
my  beautiful  and  characteristic  compound.  I  shall  have  oc- 
casion hereafter  to  show  you  a  Urge  bottle  whieh  is  now  at 
work,  in  which  I  dissolved,  not  this  particular  kind  of  susar, 
hat  the  ordinary  angar.  I  put  witn  it  a  quantity  of  calcic 
carbonate,  and  some  old,  Imn  eheese.  with  a  condderable 
qsautitj  of  water.  The  mixture  was  kept  at  a  temperature 
aboTe  blood-heat  for  some  condderable  time ;  and  a  compound 
oflaetic  add  is  being  formed.  That  is  a  process  analogous  in 
jts  general  featurea  to  the  fermentation  which  forms  alDohol ; 
rat  it  is  a  change  of  angar,  in  which  no  alcohol  is  formed. 
Somstiaies  there  is  a  trace  of  alcohol,  but  there  is  not  neces- 
Arilj  any,  and  no  carbonic  acid  is  formed ;  but  instead  of 
uiose  products,  the  dements  of  the  sugar  break  up  into  differ- 
«nt  groups,  and  arrann  themselves  in  another  manner.  That 
u  really  the  nature  of  the  process,  as  far  as  our  most  careful 
experiments  have  gone ;  and  the  add  which  we  make  in  that 
^J.  which  is  lactic  add,  or  acid  of  milk,  ia  really  sugar,  of 
vbieh  the  elements  are  arranged  in  a  different  way,  so  as  to 
aoqsire  add  properties.  The  third  process,  whic^  I  must 
mention  firom  its  remarkable  products,  is  one  which  perhaps 
la  some  respects  ought  rather  to  be  compared  with  pntrefac- 
^B,  for  it  is  a  process  which  haa  many  of  the  most  important 
characteristics  of  fermentation.  In  order  to  deal  with  the 
qoestbu  of  fermentation  generally,  it  is  necessary  to  allude  to 
>ome  varieties  of  such  chemical  changea  which  are  usually 
^<»ed  nnder  the  term  putrefaction.  As  a  general  rule,  I 
think  the  eharacteristic  of  processes  of  putrefaction  is  mainW 
the  unpleasant  nature  of  the  products  which  are  formed.  It 
u  not  long  since  a  disUoguiahed  chemist,  in  speaking  of  alco- 
holic fermentation,  said  that  it  is  leally  a  putrefactive  pro- 
cess; and  in  its  intimate  nature  it  is,  as  far  as  we  know,  a 
prooesB  much  like  the  truly  putrefactive  processes,  and  differ- 
ent from  the  processes  of  eremocauus,  or  oxidation.  This 
other  process  to  which  I  allude  condsts  in  forming  the  add 
substance  which  I  have  here,  and  which  I  will  not  open,  be- 
canae  it  is  not  a  very  pleasant  body.  It  is  a  substance  which 
u  known,  although  I  believe  not  very  commonly,  in  butter. 
The  peculiar  ranmd  odoar  which  butter  acquires  when  it  \s 
kept  too  long,  especially  in  warm  weather,  is  due  to  a  trBu&- 
lorattUon  of  some  of  its   materials   into   this   particular 


add,  which  Chevreul,  a  very  distiuguished  French 
chemist,  separated  from  butter ;  and  he  named  if, 
from  that  drcumstance,  butyric  add.  If  we  leave 
some  of  this  product  of  the  last  fermentation — some  of  this 
lactate  of  lime,  the  lime  salt  of  lactic  add — ^under  the  same 
conditions  in  which  it  waa  formed,  that  is,  if  we  leave  it  in  the 
same  vessd  in  which  it  had  been  formed  from  the  milk  of  sugar, 
and  leave  cheese  with  it,  and  keep  the  mixture  warm,  the  lac- 
tate will  gradually  decompose,  and  carbonic  add  will  be  given 
off  together  with  hydrogen  gas,  and  at  the  same  time  we  find 
that  the  lactic  add  will  be  decomposed,  and  in  place  of  it  we 
get  this  butyric  acid,  and  generally  some  valerianic  acid,  and  a 
Bttle  acetic  add.  Among^st  the  processes  which  really  are 
analogous  to  fermentation  in  their  nature,  but  which  differ  in 
one  particular,  I  must  mention  one  other,  the  process  of  form- 
ing vinegar,  or  acetic  acid.  This  .larse  bottle  contains  vine- 
srar  in  a  form  which  most  of  you,  I  dare  say,  have  not  seen. 
These  fine  white  crystals  are  the  pure  aubstance  which,  mixed 
with  water  in  an  impure  state,  are  generally  known  by  the 
trivial  name  of  venej^ar.  We  call  that  acetic  acid,  or  hydric 
acetate.  The  formation  of  this  body  from  alcohol  represents  a 
varietv  of  fermentation,  which  is  of  considerable  im^rtance 
and  of  frei^uent  occurrence.    Everybodv  who  has  noticed  the 

Erocess  which  takes  place  when  animal  or  vegetable  matter  is 
sft  to  itsdf  in  contact  with  air,  espedally  in  moist  localities, 
muat  have  observed  that  there  is  a  gradual  disappearance  of 
the  organic  matter.  Por  instance,  if  ^ou  leave  a  piece  of  wood 
in  a  moist  place,  nnder  certain  conditions  of  very  frequent  oc- 
currence wnich  are  favourable  to  this  process,  the  wood  gradu- 
ally ^ts  soft,  and  becomes  tranaformea  into  a  brown  substance, 
and  if  vou  leave  it  long  enough — in  this  country,  several  years 
generaUy  would  be  ncMed  for  this  purpose — ^it  gradually  cusap- 
pears.  If  you  were  to  put  a  piece  of  that  deoomposiufr  wood 
into  a  dosed  gUss  vessd,  ana  examine  the  air  above  it,  you 
would  find  that  the  wood  was  really  burning.  I  am  udng  the 
word  combustion  in  the  ordinary  chemical  sense— I  mean  by 
that  word  that  the  oxygen  of  the  air  which  you  have  endcMed 
with  the  wood  is  bdng  taken  up  by  the  wood,  and  the  produeta  of 
combustion,  carbonic  acid  and  water,  are  being  formed  from 
the  substance  of  the  wood.  One  great  dass  of  the  processes  of 
fermentation  is  of  that  kind.  They  consist  not  in  a  mere 
breaking  up  of  the  materials  already  contained  in  the  organic 
substance,  but  a  change  of  their  arrangements,  which  is 
due,  more  or  less,  to  the  absorption  of  oxygen,  and  thia 
formation  of  acetic  acid,  or  vinegar,  is  a  case  of 
that  kind.  In  fact,  if  we  were  to  leave  some  ordinary  fer- 
mented wort  in  an  open  vessel,  so  that  the  alcohol  weie  left 
there  in  the  mixture  in  which  it  had  been  formed,  we  should 
find  that  the  alcohol  would  gradually  disappear  and  give  place 
to  an  acid  substance.  The  prooeas  ia  well  known  to  wine* 
makers  and  to  brewers,  and  thdr  art  consists,  among  other 
things,  in  the  avoidance  of  this  process  of  the  oxydation  of 
thdr  alcohol.  While  the  acetic  add  is  being  formed,  oxygen 
from  the  air  is  taken  up,  and  in  that  respect  this  process  of 
aoehc  fermentation  differs  from  the  other  three  processes  of 
fermentation  which  I  have  described.  When  you  make  alcohol 
and  carbonic  acid  from  su^ar,  the  air  takes  no  part  in  the  pro- 
cess ;  when  vou  make  lactic  acid  from  the  sugar,  the  air  is  not 
wanted;  and  when  you  make  butyric  acid  from  lactic  acid, 
then  again  the  air  may  be  completely  excluded,  and  the  pro- 
cess will  ffo  on  without  it.  But  when  you  make  acetic  add 
from  alcohol,  you  must  of  necessity  allow  the  free  and  con- 
tinuous access  of  air,  and  the  air  givea  up  some  of  its  oygen  to 
this  fermenting  alcohol  to  transform  it  into  acetic  add  and 
water  by  a  true  proceas  of  fermentation.  Now,  the  question 
arises  whether  this  formation  of  acetic  acid  ought  tobecUssed, 
as  I  am  at  present  dasdng  it,  amongst  the  processes  of  fer- 
mentation. If  it  is  due  lo  the  absorption  of  oxygen,  you 
might  naturally  inquire  whetlier  one  ought  not  to  place  it 
amongst  the  common  processes  of  combustion,  and  it  is  right 
that  I  should  state  that  by  some  authorities  it  is  at  present  so 
classed.  My  reason,  however,  for  stating  what  I  have  done, 
that  it  if  a  process  of  fermentution  is  this,  that  it  i«  usually 
effected  by  the  action  of  n  peculiar  organism  called  the  vinegar- 

f>lant,  an  organism  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to  show  you 
tereafter,  which  does  exert  in  that  particular  process  the  func- 
tion of  taking  up  oxygen  from  the  air,  and  of  inducing  the 
alcohol  to  combiue  with  it.  Tlieic  are  mtny  other  processes 
by  which  we  could  get  it,  but  the  actual  process  by  m  iiich  we 
do  get  it  is  a  process  in  which  this  vital  organism,  the  vinegar- 
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pUmt,  ii  the  ag«iit  of  iti  fbrmatioiu  It  might  be  made  by 
mere  proeeaaet  of  oombutionj  bat  it  ia  made  by  a  proceH  of 
fisrmentatioii.  There  is  one  tingle  fSBatnre  in  the  fint  and  best 
Imown  of  these  prooesset — ^the  uooholic  fermentation— >which 
yon  will  notice  when  I  tell  yon  something  of  the  way  in  whieh 
the  processes  of  fermentation  present  themselTes,  eren  without 
Tery  great  care  on  the  part  of  the  observer.  If,  for  instance, 
yon  were  to  express  the  jnioe  of  some  sweet  frait— eay  grapea^ 
and  if  yon  were  to  leave  that  expressed  jnioe  in  contact  with 
the  air  for  a  little  time,  having  first  sqneeaed  it  throngh  some 
snitable  cloth  or  filter  so  as  to  have  it  clear,  of  oonrse  there 
would  be  no  solid  particles  in  it  when  yon  pat  it  aside ;  bat, 
if  yon  leave  that  in  a  tolerably  warm  place  in  contact  with  the 
air,  yon  wonld  find  that  little  solid  particles  wonld  appear  in 
this  joice,  that  they  increase  in  number,  and  that  in  propor- 
tion as  they  increase  in  number,  and  as  the  quantity  of  tnem 
becomes  greater,  so  does  the  process  of  cfliBrvesoenoe— the 
evolution  of  gas  from  the  grape  juice— become  more  and 
more  rapid.  These  little  solid  particles,  which  are  not  present 
at  fint  in  the  grape  juice,  but  which  gradoally  make  theii 
appearance  when  it  is  exposed  to  the  air,  are  what  we  com- 
monly call,  in  the  ordinary  case  of  alcoholic  fermentation  in 
this  country,  yeast — either  beerveast  or  wine  yeast— it  is  the 
same  organism  in  each  case.  The  peculiarity  of  the  prooeas  is 
this,  that  these  substances — this  ^east — which  seems  to  make 
the  sugar  into  those  products  which  I  enumerated  to  you,  does 
not  disappear  while  doing  the  work,  but  is  produced  by  the  very 
process.  The  more  active  the  production  of  these  yeast  cells, 
and  the  more  speedj  the  growth  of  theie  yeast  cells,  the  more 
effeetive  and  rapid  is  the  process  of  fermentation,  and  no  fer- 
mentention  of  the  kind  which  I  am  speaking  of  at  present— 
the  alcoholic  fermentation — ^has  ever  been  known  to  take 
place  in  the  absence  of  these  organisms.  That  drcomstance  I 
just  mention  briefly  at  present,  but  the  &ct  that  these  yeast 
cells  appear  whenever  the  process  is  going  on — and  the  more 
they  grow  the  more  rapid  is  the  fermentation — ^has  led  people 
to  suppose  at  first,  and  to  believe  afterwards,  that  these  yeast 
cells  were  the  agents  of  the  transformation,  the  active  sub- 
stances which  decomposed  the  sugu-  in  contact  with  the  water, 
and  induced  the  transformation' which  we  noticed.  Now,  the 
very  fiut  that  one  of  the  two  substances  which  are  reacting 
upon  one  another  chemically  (because  the  changes  are 
chemical  in  their  ftindamental  nature),  should  not  disappear, 
bnt  should  rather  increase  by  the  process,  is  entirely  anomalous 
—it  is  entirely  at  variance  with  the  simplest  and  best  known 
facts  of  chemistry,  so  much  so  that  if  it  were  not  established 
upon  incontrovertible  evidence,  I  beUeve  that  most  chemists 
would  be  inclined  to  disbelieve  it,  and  say  it  cannot  be,  it  is 
a  mistake.  If  you  tell  me,  as  a  chemist,  that  this  yeast  is 
transforming  sugar  bv  its  action  on  the  sugar,  and  that  instead 
of  being  consumed  the  yeast  is  actually  increased  in  quantity 
by  doin(^  that  work,  I  should  uy  it  is  nonsense— it  cannot  be, 
because  in  all  the  cases  of  chemical  action  which  I  know  best, 
nothing  of  the  kind  occurs,  but  the  very  opposite.  When  one 
substance  acts  upon  another,  each  one  disappears  in  the  pro- 
cess, and  is  transformed  into  a  product  having  other  properties. 
I  need  hardly  give  you  illustrations  of  that ;  but  one  or  two 
simple  cases  may  not  be  useless,  as  serving  to  fix  clearly  this 
important  circumstance  in  yonr  minds.  Iwill  take  at  first  one 
of  a  particularly  elemementary  and  simple  Idnd— a  process 
of  combnstion.  I  will  take  a  Uttle  strip  of  metsi— magnesium 
wire,  and  will  hold  it  for  a  short  time  in  the  fiame  of  a  spirit 
lamp,  so  as  to  raise  it  to  a  sufllciently  high  temperature.  The 
light  you  see  emitted  is  due  to  the  combustion  of  the  oxygen 
in  the  air  with  the  metal  magnesium,  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand.  This  is  one  of  the  simplest  possible  cases  of  chemical 
action.  The  metal  has  disappesired.  The  strip  of  wire 
is  gone,  and  oxygen  from  the  air  disappeared  also. 
At  the  same  time  a  white  powder  was  formed.  I 
dare  say  you  did  not  notice  it,  but  here  is  a  quan- 
tity of  the  same  substance  in  a  botUe.  It  consists  of  oxygen 
from  the  air  combined  with  the  metal  magnesium,  and  the 
point  is  this,  that  all  the  magnesium  which  took  part  in  that 
process  disappeared  and  went  to  form  this  white  powder,  and 
all  the  oxygen  whieh  took  part  in  the  process  also  disappeared. 
The  two  united  together,  each  disappeared  as  such  and  went 
to  form  this  new  prodnct.  And,  moreover,  we  can  tell,  frt>m 
an  examination  of  the  proportions  in  which  the  substances 
combine,  exactly  what  wmght  of  oxygen  would  disappear  for 
vreiy  part  by  weight  of  magneaium,    JfyoubunijfQTiwUwe, 


three  grammes  or  three  pounds  of  iMfniiaiai,  yoa  voaU 
require  exactly  two  grammes  or  two  pounds  ofoxynn.  For 
instance,  three  poui^  wei^  of  magnesinm  would  combiBe 
with  two  pounds  weight  of  oxjrgen,  and  theproduotofthetwo 
together  would  be  Ave  pounds  in  weight.  I  may  show  you 
the  same  thine  with  soda,  not  the  lubstanee  which  ii  oom- 


monly  called  by  that  name,  whieh  is  a  carbonate  of  thai  bsse. 
I  have  here  a  uttle  pure  aoda  sohition  in  a  bottle.     I  will 
poor  some  into  a  bMker-glass,  and  I  wUl  show  you  one  pro- 
perty which  characterises  it,  viz.,  that  of  changing  the  eoloor 
of  this  red  paper  into  blue.    Now,I  will  pour  aome  of  this 
acid  body,  the  oil  of  vitriol,  into  anotlier  beakcr-Klaai.     If  I 
put  the  paper  which  has  hum  discoloured  into  this  fm  add, 
it  would  be  dissolved ;  but  I  will  dilute  some  of  it  with  water, 
and  then  ycu  will  see  that  paper,  which  has  been  rendered  Uw 
by  the  agency  I  have  just  used,  is  brought  back  asain  to  red 
by  the  agency  of  this  acid.    Now,  it  I  mix  the  add  with  the 
soda,  we  shall  have  audible  evidence  of  violeBt  action  going 
on.    I  will  not  go  on  with  the  process*  but  I  have  fmpamij 
taken  the  two  substances  in  presence  of  very  little  water,  ia 
order  to  show  you  that  the  heat  evolved  makea  the  liomd 
boil  with  neat  violence.    I  could  have  avoided  that  by  addiag 
water  in  the  first  place,  but  I  wished  to  show  yoa  the  vimr 
with  which  they  unite  together.    If  I  were  to  go  on  afiisc 
acid  to  the  soda  little  by  little,  feeling  my  way  until  I  had 
just  completed  the  aeiion,  I  should  have  got  aome  water 
formed,  and  some  of  the  beautiful  salt  whieh  I  have  hat,  i 
body    which    is    neither    soda    nor    acid;  it    is  a  sslt 
called    Gkuber    salt,    or   aodio   sulphate,     and     all   mj 
materials  would  have  disappeared  in  the  proeeu.    If  I  sfs 
them  in  proper  proportions,  all  the  add  and  aoda  wodd  dis- 
appear, and  go  to  form  these  two  o&er  products.    I  might 
dissolve  some  of  this  sulphate  in  water,  and  might  nut  red 
paper  or  blue  into  it,  and  it  would  not  affect  dtha  of  tben ; 
it  IS  perfectlv  neutral  in  that  respect.    The  propoitioai  bf 
weight  in  which  this  combination  takes  place  is  thia.  If  I  add 
40  parts  by  weight  of  soda,  and  49  of  oil  of  vitriol  in  a  state  of 
punty,  I  Should  have  as  the  result  18  parts  by  wdght  of  water, 
and  71  of  sodic  sulphate ;  and  if  I  add  together  tibe  weight  of 
my  materials  and  the  weight  of  my  produdbs,  I  set  tlie  same— 
89.    Nothing  disappean  in  the  prooesa ;  all  the  add  aiid  sB 
the  base  which  takes  part  in  it  is  employed.    Eadi  jutiA 
which  took  part  in  the  process  disappeared  aa  asich,  and  it 
passed  over  into  another  form.    I  will  mention  one  other  eav, 
Mcause  it  is  somewhat  more  complex.    I  majr  take  the  em 
which  I  was  showing  you  just  now,  the  wlute  marfaie  s&i 
hydric  diloride,  or  muriatic  add,  which  I  used  for  making  the 
oarbonic  add  gas.    In  that  case  I  used  two  materials— or- 
bonato  of  lime,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  and  hyditM^doric  acid. 
We  get  three  products ;  on  the  one  hand  ia  a  salt,  whieh  is 
commonly  calmd  chloride  of  calcium— a  solid  suhsteoee  used 
for  drying  gases,  as  it  has  a  neat  affinity  for  water ;  aaodKf 
is  water ;  and  the  third,  as  I  showed  you,  carhonSc  add  gai. 
There,  again,  we  have  predaely  the  same  thing.     All  the 
marble  and  all  the  hydric  chloride  which  takes  part  in  the 
formation  of  those  three  products  disappeared  aa  snen,  and  ther 
resolved  themselves  into  other  compounds  posseaaiag  diffefoi: 
properties ;  bnt  the  wdght  of  the  products  is  equal  to  thf 
weight  of  the  materials.    That  rule  holds  good  throu^ioat  all 
ordinary  cases  of  chemical  action.    On  the  o&er  hand,  in  icr- 
mentation  it  is  not  so ;  one  of  the  active  substaaeeo  k  formed, 
and  the  more  active  the  fermentation,  the  more  doea  it  grow. 
In  feet,  if  you  want  to  get  yeast,  you  must  go  to  a  place 
where  tne  breaking  up  of  su^r  into  alcohol  and  caihoak 
add  is  going  on;  or  if  it  is  in  the  south,  yo«  most  go 
to  where  wine  is  being  made,  you  go  to  a  wrine^aakcr 
and   get  tiie  yeast  from  him.     The  only  way  of  gcdme 
yeast    is    from     that     process     of    fermentetua    mkiek 
sets  in  spontaneously  under  the  conditions  I  naased  to  j9l. 
I  ou^ht,  however,  in  justice  to  the  wonderful  proeeaa  I  alhsded 
to,  give  you  two  or  three  other  particulars  regarding  it.    I 
showed  that  sugar  is  broken  up  by  the  ferment  into  these 
products,  but  no  ease  is  known  of  pure  sugar — and  wbea  I  my 


chemically  pure  sugar,  some  of  your  yeast  would  deeompose, 
some  of  it  would  resolve  itsdf  iato  other  prodnefes^  and  other 
parts  of  it  would  be  absorbing  those  prodoots  whidi  are  | 
lenl  U(  (he  li^uid|aiid  wh«l«Tef  the  proven  ii  to  l)o  < 
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idfUiimoiiB^Aiid  npdly.  ittt  mutomaiy  to  add  tome  sae- 
ehaniie  liquid— Mme  other  nibatance  capable  of  noariihing 
the  jeaai.    Whea  I  want  good  fennentation  I  do  not  take 
water  to  diaaolvo  my  mnr^  and  pat  yeast  into  it,  bat  I  boil 
•ome  of  this  malt»  whicn  is  one  of  the  best  materials  for  this 
porpoee,  in  witer,  and  take  a  decoction  of  malt,  or  decoction  of 
yeast,  and  nat  the  sogar  into  it    In  snch  a  liqoid  there  aro 
se?eral  bodies  which  we  know ;  and  I  may  suebr  say  tliat 
there  are  a  neat  many  others  whioh  we  do  not  know,  and 
there  is  no  donbt  tliat  their  presence  is  of  considerable  import- 
ance to  the  chemical  change  which  takes  pbu».    There  are 
sabstanoes  which  I  shall  presently  have  occasion  to  show  yon 
and  to  Hteak  of,  fonned  by  the  germination  of  the  grain,  by 
the  formation  of  the  malt,  which  are  related  somewhat  to  thu 
body  which  I  have  here.    Tnis  was  some  pare  wheat  flonr^ 
erery  kind  of  floor  woold  not  do— and  it  is  supposed  that  some 
people  mix  other  materials  with  floor.    It  was  kneaded  op 
with  water,  pressed  together,  and,  whilst  the  pressure  was 
being  continoed  water  was  allowed  to  trickle  over  it.    I  have 
in   another  bottle  some  of  the  water  that  trickled  OTer  iu 
There  is  a  white  sobstanoe  deposited  from  this  water,  which  is 
commonly  known  and  moch  ased  b]r  the  name  of  starch,  and 
starch  is.  in  its  chemical  composition,  first  ooosin  to  sugar ; 
it  is  a  soDstance  which  passes  OTcr  very  readih  into  a  kind  of 
sugar  by  a  process  I  shall  presently  hare  occasion  to  allode  to. 
But  the  little  ball  of  flour  while  being  kneaded  had  the  starch 
washed  away  from  it,  and  I  have  left,  as  the  result,  a  sobstanoe 
which  is  generally  known  by  the  name  of  gloten.    If  I  were  to 
describe  it  in  chemical  langaage,  I  should  say  it  is  something 
like  flesh,  or  the  moscolar  flora  of  animals,  for  An  chemicu 
oomposition,  it  approaches  fery  nearly  to  that.    When  barley 
is  malted,   and   kept   in  a  warm   plaoe   for   some   time, 
the  grains  begin  to  germinate  and   decompose,  and  some 
bodies  are  formed  from   this   gloten,  which   is   partially 
broken  np.    The  malt  contains  also  some  wfu  made  from 
that  starch— grape  sugar,  as  we  usually  call  it.    If  we  had 
only  those  extreme  cases  I  really  do  not  know  what  we  should 
do.    If  we  had  in  oor  science  one  set  of  bodies  which  ap- 
peared so  constantly  to  act  at  variance  with  the  general  laws 
which  the  others  obey,  I  think  we  coold  not  call  chemistry  a 
scienee.    I  hays  taken  two  or  three  examples  to  show  yon  the 
definite  proportions  which  we  find  to  n^olate  the  ordinary 
proceas  of  combination.    I  might  have  taken  thoosands,  bat 
the  point  is  that  this  law  does  not  apnear  to  apply  at  all  to 
these  chemical  changes  which  we  call  fermentation.    One  of 
the  active  sobstances  in  fermentation  is  being  formed,  it  is 
inereasing,  not  disappearing  at  all,  and  the  contradiction  is  so 
strong  and  manifest  that  the  only  way  out  of  the  diflicolty 
viU  be  to  do  something  of  the  kind  which  I  was  speaking  of 
some  time  ago — ^that  is  to  say,  see  if  we  cannot  get  some 
intermediate  facts  which  will  serve  to  connect  the  extreme 
cmes ;  to  see  if  we  cannot  get  at  first  something  between  the 
two  classes,  and  then  try  to  get  some  farther  links  between 
them.    There  are  processes  of  chemical  change,  I  will  not 
eall  them  processes  of  fermentation,  for  I  do  not  know  whether 
they  are,  bat  which  are  analogons  to  it,  and  some  of  them  are 
very  interesting  and  very  beaotifol.    I  have  here  a  sobstance 
called  amvgdaHa,  made  from  bitter  almonds ;  it  is  a  bitter 
tasting  sobstanoe,  and  consists  of  foar  elements  which  it  is 
not  necessary  that  I  shoold  name.    In  this  other  bottle  1 
have  a  paste  formed  of  sweet  almonds,  which  have  been 
crashed  with  a  pestle  and  mortar,  and  I  will  pot  some  of  it 
into  the  warm  distilled  water  in  this  flask.    Into  the  mixtore 
I  will  pot  some  of  this  amysdalin ;  if  I  were  to  leave  it  with- 
ont  that  addition  there  woum  be  very  little  change ;  the  sub- 
stance would  gradually  subside,  bat  there  would  bs  no  product 
givoi  off  in  the  way  you  will  presently  see.    Ailer  letting  it 
stand  for  a  fisw  minutes  I  will  pour  some  of  the  mixture  into 
an  open  vessel,  and  we  shall  be  able,  without  diflioulty,  to 
penaeive  a  fragrant  smell,  which  is  due  to  the  presence  of  a 
Lqnid  of  which  I  have  a  quantity  here,  a  sobstance  known  by 
the  name  of  oil  of  bitter  almonds.    If  we  were  to  perform 
the  oame  experiment  on  a  large  scale,  and  macerate  some  of 
this  amygdalin  with  almond  paste,  pat  them  together  with 
warm  water,  distil  the  mixtore,  and  collect  what  comes  over, 
we  shoold  find  that  water  woold  pass  over,  and  with  it  woold 
be  a  few  drops  of  oil  of  bitter  almodds,  and  the  amygdalin 
woold  he  decomposed  in  the  process.    There  is  in  the  sweet 
Almond  pMt0  ft  lubftaAoa  whioh  I  oaoDot  dewriba  in  better 


jost  now.  It  is  very  simihur  to  it  in  its  oomposition,  and  by 
the  oontact  of  this,  the  synaptase,  as  it  is  called,  with  the 
amygdalin,  the  elements  of  the  amygdalin  are  broken  op  into 
several  prodocts ;  one  of  them  is  the  oil  of  bitter  almonds, 
another  is  prossic  acid,  which  generally  accompanies  the  oil, 
the  third  is  a  variety  of  sogar  of  the  kind  which  is  called 
grape-sogar,  and  there  is  probably  also  some  formic  acid. 
Here  we  nave  the  breaking-op  of  a  oomplex  body,  amygdalin, 
into  several  simpler  bodies  by  the  action  of  the  body  called 
synaptase ;  bot  there  is  not  in  the  process,  so  far  as  I  know, 
any  living  organism  at  work.  Tliere  is  a  sobstance  which  is 
somewhat  simiUr  to  these  living  arganisms,  bot  tiiere  is  no 
organised  stractare,  so  far  as  oor  knowledge  goes  at  present. 
Take  another  experiment.  I  have  here  something  whioh  is 
not  a  blane  uumge,  although  it  looks  something  like  it ;  it  was 
made  by  boiling  potato-starch  with  water.  We  let  it  cool,  and 
then  tomed  it  oot ;  some  was  pot  into  a  flask  with  two  or 
three  oonces  of  crushed  malt.  It  was  warmed  to  a  tem- 
peratore  of  60  degs.  centigrade  for  aboot  an  honr ;  there 
was  no  boiling.  The  sobstance  war  then  sqoeeaed 
throogh  a  doth  to  keep  back  the  husks  of  the  malt, 
and  here  is  the  liqoid  which  ran  throogh.  It  is  perfectly 
liqoid,  and  its  consistency  is  entirely  different  from 
that  of  starch,  from  which  it  was  made ;  it  is  qoite  sweet  to 
the  taste,  and  there  is  a  largeqoantity  of  sogar  in  it  There 
is  also  another  body  whioh  we  class  with  the  sugars ;  that  is, 
there  is  in  this  lipoid  a  good  deal  of  a  kind  of  gnm,  which  we 
call  dextrine,  which  womd  easily  pass  into  sogar.  The  stareh, 
when  it  was  being  converted  by  the  action  of  the  malt  into 
those  soloble  bodies,  did  not,  so  far  as  we  knowt  break  op  into 
simpler  sobstances ;  the  process  was  of  a  different  kind.  It 
assimilated  the  water ;  the  starch  combined  with  tlie  water, 
and  at  the  same  time  divided  itself,  some  of  it  forming  one 
and  some  the  other  product.  Here,  also,  there  was  not,  as  far 
as  my  knowledge  goes,  any  fierment  or  any  organised  cells  in 
the  hquid.  If  they  were  present  it  was  an  accident,  and  was 
not  essential  to  the  change  which  took  place.  I  am  the  more 
confident  in  saying  that  no  ferment  was  there  present,  for  we 
canget)  and  we  very  otvn  do  get,  precisely  the  same  formation 
of  starch  without  any  malt  at  all.  If,  instead  of  warming 
some  of  that  starch  with  the  infusion  of  malt^  I  had  mixed  it 
with  a  little — ^aboot  five  per  cent— of  that  strong  solphorio 
acid,  and  had  heated  it,  it  would  have  been  dissolved  almost 
like  sogar  in  water.  In  fact,  there  are  now  in  Qermany,  and 
also  in  jSn^land,  manofactories  in  which  stareh  is  converted, 
by  the  action  of  dilate  sulphuric  acid,  into  grape  sugar,  and 
the  same  change  whioh  we  get  by  organic  substances — ^thiit  is 
the  point— we  also  get  by  the  action  of  this  mineral  acid. 
Another  change  of  the  same  kind  I  may  mention,  especially  as 
the  subject  of  it  is  in  itself  interesting.  I  have  here  a  sob- 
stance which  people  have  been  accosed  of  making  for  the  por- 
pose  of  adolterating  qoinine.  It  is  made  from  willow  bark, 
and  is  believed  to  possess  febrifoge  properties,  so  that  there 
was  some  little  excose  for  what  I  have  mentioned.  This  sob-  * 
stance  is  called  salicine,  and  when  heated  with  dilute  sulphorie 
acid,  in  the  same  way  as  the  starch  when  so  heated  was  con- 
verted into'  sogar  and  dextrine,  this  salicine  breaks  op  in  a  way 
which  I  might  compare  with  that  in  which  some  bodies  are 
broken  np  by  fermentation.  Another  case  of  the  same  kind  is 
afforded  by  tannin,  a  substance  extracted  from  gall  nuts,  and 
which  is  present  in  oak  and  manj  other  barks.  It  is  used  for 
combining  with  gelatine,  which  is  the  principal  oonstitoent  in 
hides,  to  form  leather.  If  we  dissolve  this  tannin  in  water, 
and  leave  it  in  an  open  vessdi  it  will  aet  mouldy ;  and  if  yoo 
examined  it  after  some  time  you  would  find  none  of  it  left.  It 
would  all  disappear,  just  like  somr  in  the  process  of  fermenta- 
tion, and  in  place  of  it  yoo  woold  find,  in  that  particoUr  pro- 
cess, a  body  which  yoo  might  easily  ciystallise  oat  from  the 
liqoid,  and  which  I  have  here ;  it  is  called  gallic  acid.  It  is 
a  body  resembling  tannin  in  some  respects ;  for  instance,  in 
the  property  of  forming,  in  oombination  with  iron,  a  dark  sab- 
stance*  which  is  osed  io  sospension  in  water  for  writing  ink. 
Bot  it  wiU  not  do  to  form  leatiier  in  combination  with  gela- 
tine. If  yon  left  the  tannin  in  an  open  vessel,  it  woold 
decompose,  and  tliere  would  be  left  gallic  acid,  and  some  other 
material  which  was  formed  at  the  same  time  would  have  dis- 
appeared. By  boiling  tannin  with  dilate  aoid,  we  get  the 
process  performed  more  regolarly.  Upon  boiling  some  tannia 
with  dilute  lolphnrio  aoid,  yon  would  ind  thftt  water  woold  bft 
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would  break  up  i&to  bumf  and  gallic  acid,  the  proeeaa  being 
exactly  like  that  which  I  mentioned  in  the  caae  of  talicine. 
There  is  a  moat  direct  analogy  between  the  process  of  breaking 
up  with  snlphnrio  acid  effects  upon  tannin  and  that  of  fermen- 
tation. I  OQght  to  say,  when  telling  you  of  the  decom^- 
tion  of  the  tannin,  that  it  is  effected  by  httle  animal  organisms 
present  in  the  liquid,  and  it  appears  that  they  are  the  agents 
of  the  transformation.  Then  there  are  some  other  processes 
of  considerable  importance,  from  their  occurrence  in  the  animal 
economy — processes  which,  I  believe,  must  be  classed  between 
those  experiments  which  I  showed  you  a  little  while  ago,  and 
the  process  of  fermentation— I  mean  processes  which  occur  iu 
the  operation  of  digestion.  I  have  nere  a  gelatinous  solid, 
which  contains  a  substance  called  pepsine,  which  was  made  by 
dissolnng  the  inner  lining  of  a  pig's  stomach  in  diluted  hy- 
drochloric acid  at  about  blood  heat.  The  inner  lining  of  the 
stomach  of  tiiat  and  similar  animals  is  dissoWed  gradually, 
and  that  solution  possesses  the  property  of  dissolving  muscular 
fibre,  white  of  eg^,  and  other  similar  substances ;  it  is,  in 
fact,  artificial  gas&ie  juice,  and  it  would,  for  instance,  dissolve 
that  lump  of  gluten  which  I  showed  you  just  now — ^which 
looked  something  like  indiarubber — and  when  this  pepsine 
dissolves  albumen  by  digestion,  for  the  process  is  doubtless  of 
the  same  kind  as  that  which  occurs  in  the  animal  economy,  it 
does  so  by  breaking  up  into  bodies  which  are  no  doubt  simpler 
than  itself,  bodies  which  we  do  not  know  accurately  and  fnUy. 
They  are  called  peptones,  for  it  is  common  enough  to  give 
names  to  bodies,  even  before  one  knows  them  well.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  a  good  |>lan,  but  it  is  customany.  These 
bodies  are  a  good  deal  similar  to  those  which  are  present  in 
malt,  and  in  such  like  mixtures  which  have  undergone  vital 
changes.  Then  I  will  give  you  one  or  two  other  eases  of 
similar  processes.  Here  is  a  singdarly  beautiful  acid,  called 
hippuric  acid,  which  decomposes  with  very  great  readiness 
if  left  in  the  liquids  in  which  it  is  originally  found..  When 
that  organic  mixture  is  exposed  to  the  air  it  undergoes  a 
process  of  putrefaction.  The  general  appearances  which 
take  place  in  the  liauid  while  the  substance  is  decom- 
posing wouU  certainly  be  described  by  anybody  as  a  putre- 
factive process,  and  there  is  formed  by  its  decomposition  some 
of  this  other  beautiful  add,  called  benzoic  acid,  because  it  was 
originally  obtained  from  the  fragrant  gum  benzoin.  At  the 
same  time  there  are  other  products  given  off  which  decompose. 
Now  we  can  by  mineral  substances  effect  the  same  decompo- 
sition of  that  hippuric  acid.  A  German  chemist,  to  whom  we 
owe  many  researciies  in  these  matters,  showed  some  years  ago, 
that  if  30U  boiled  hippuric  acid  with  lUlute  sulphuric  acid,  it 
takes  up  water,  and  breaks  up  into  benzoic  acid,  and  this  crys- 
talline substance  called  blyoocol,  or  sugar  of  glae.  It  got  that 
name  from  the  circumstance  that  it  was  obtuned  origiaally  from 
glue  by  decomposing  action,  and  it  has  a  sweet  taste.  It  has  no 
an^loKy  to  sugar  m  its  nature,  but  it  has  that  superficial  re- 
sembl^oe  that  it  is  rather  sweet.  This  hippuric  acid  affords 
another  case  of  a  body  which  is  broken  up  either  by  putre&c- 
tion  or  by  the  action  of  dilute  sulphuric  acid.  It  affords  a 
strong  argument,  and  other  cases  I  have  adduced,  afford,  like 
it,  an  argument  that  the  action  of  these  organic  substances  re- 
sembles the  action  of  sulphuric  acid.  If  we  get  the  same 
change  in  several  cases  by  the  action  of  an  organic  body 
as  by  the  action  of  a  mineral  body,  the  fact  oertainJy 
goes  some  way  towards  showing  that  the  two  substances 
must  be,  in  tneir  mode  of  action,  generally  alike.  There 
is  another  case,  that  of  urea,  which  in  contact  with  water 
forms  a  carbonate.  That  may  be  done  by  either  class  of  re- 
agent. There  are,  however,  some  chemical  processes  even 
cimpler  than  these,  and  for  that  reason  they  are  oetter  known  to 
uSf  which  really  may  be  studied  with  advantage  side  by  side 
with  those  I  have  mentioned,  and  they  wiU,  I  think,  afford  us, 
on  further  consideration,  a  key  to  the  explanation  of  these 
processes.  I  will  only  mention  two.  One  is  a  process  which  is 
well  known  in  its  general  features,  and  it  is  a  process  of  break- 
ing up  truK  analogous  to  those  I  have  mentioned,  but  a  per- 
fectly simple  breaking  up  of  alcohol  into  two  substances,  both 
of  them  well  known  now,  one  being  water,  and  the 
other  ether.    It  is  a  process  which  consists  in  dividing  the 


elements  of  alcohol  in  such  a  way  as  to  get  nothing  formed 
but  these  two  products,  though  side  by  side  with  this  change 
there  are  some  secondary  changes  which  do  not  belong  to  the 
process.  This  change  w  effected  solely  by  the  action  of  oil  of 
vitriol  or  sulphuric  acid.    It  has  been  long  known,  and  it  was 


a  subject  of  wonder  for  some  time  that,  if  salnhniie  tad  u 
mixed  with  alcohol  and  heated,  you  can  distil  off  some  alcohol 
from  the  mixture  iu  the  form  of  these  two  prodncts ;  then  joa 
may  add  some  more  alcohol,  and  if  yon  distil  that  off,  it  is  also 
broken  up  into  ether  and  water ;  then  you  may  add  some  non 
again,  and  you  may  go  on  addmg  alcohol  to  that  originil 
quantity  of  sulphuric  acid,  and  it  will  decompose  nch  neccs- 
sive  portion  into  these  two  products.  There  is  no  limit  kaoTD 
to  the  extent  to  which  sulphuric  add  will  effect  that  change. 
You  percdve,  therefore,  that  this,  in  iU  general  features,  is  s 
process  analogous  to  those  which  we  were  oonaiderinj;  at  fint. 
1  may  illastrate  that  by  an  experiment.  First,  I  will  ihov  yoa 
how  we  discover  the  presence  of  sulphuric  add.  The  com- 
mon test  is,  to  add  some  salt  of  baryta— this  which  I  hsve  hoe 
is  a  chloride — to  the  sulphate,  when  we  get  at  once  a  precipit- 
ate sulphate  of  baryta.  The  sulphuric  add,  in  naJdiigthe 
ether,  passes  over  into  a  compound  that  does  not  nosam  thii 
propertv.  I  have  some  of  it  here.  It  is  a  dear  liqaid,  ui 
on  mixing  it  with  the  same  re-agent  I  used  just  now  jonsce 
that  it  w3l  not  form  the  precipitate.  I  put  some  of  the  sasK 
baric  chloride  into  it,  bat,  as  you  see,  the  liquid  remains  dear. 
Bat  I  can  bring  back  my  sulphuric  acid  to  its  original  state. 
Mr.  Taylor,  my  assistant,  was  heating  some  of  it  jfst  nov, 
and  it  has  been  standing  so  long  that  it  has  returned  to  in 
original  state  already.  It  has  returned  from  the  sUte  in  which 
it  does  not  predpitate  baryta  to  the  state  in  which  it  does. 
There  is  in  toe  process  a  successive  departure  of  tiie  soljihuk 
add  from  its  ordinary  state,  and  a  return  to  that  orij^ 
state;    it  is   a  kind  of  cirde   or   cycle.     The  sahatawe 

Eover  into  a  compound  which  does  not  preeipitate 
.,  and  then  it  returns  again  to  iti  original  fona, 
lat  is  the  key  to  the  anomaly.  When  the  salohiinc 
acid  has  effected  the  decomposition  of  one  portion  of  akabl 
into  ether  and  water,  it  comes  back  ag^in  to  snlphoric  acid, 
becomes  exactly  what  it  was  in  the  beginning,  and  is  abkto 
recommence  precisely  the  same  combination.  I  will  give  yn 
another  example  of  it.  I  have  here  a  substance  nsed  in  one  d 
the  commonest  raanufiictures,  that  of  oil  of  vitriol,  in  which 
the  same  operation  occurs.  I  have  there  a  substance  at  work 
called  nitric  oxide.  It  is  converting  a  quantity  of  snlphnrow 
into  sulphuric  aicd.  In  principle  it  would  so  contrert  an  iofi- 
nite  ouantity,  bat  in  practice  it  ia  limited  by  convenienee.  « 
acts  oy  carrying  oxygen  firom  the  air  to  one  portioa  of 
sulphurous  acid  and  then  to  another,  and  thus  it  goes  on,  laj 
effects  successive  oxidations  of  a  great  number  of  paitides  of 
aalphurous  add,  forming  sulphuric  acid  from  them,  and  it  doei 
that  in  virtue  of  a  process  perfectly  analogous  to  that  which  I 
just  now  mentioned.  The  gas,  after  one  operation,  returns  to 
the  same  state  in  which  it  was  in  the  beginning  of  the  first 
operation ;  it  is  a  cyclical  process.  I  have  here  some  of  the 
nitric  oxide  combined  with  oxygen,  and  when  in  that  state  it 
has  the  red  colour  which  jou  see  in  the  flaak.  If  we  biowi 
little  sulphurous  acid  into  it,  the  red  colour  will  disaiipesru 
the  nitrous  acid  gives  up  the  oxygen,  the  nitric  oxide  itself 
bdng  a  colourless  compound,  but  in  combination  with  oxyga 
it  is  red.  As  the  sulphurous  add  pasaes  into  it,  the  aitnc 
oxide  parts  with  the  oxygen  and  becomes  oolouriessthnt  oo 
again  olowing  in  a  little  oxygen  it  returns  to  its  former  rw 
colour.  This  shows  you  that  there  are  processes  of  cimplc. 
normal  chemical  action,  somewhat  analc^us  to  those  ler- 
me-ntive  properties  which  I  formerly  described.  Each  oacoi 
these  processes  takes  place  in  perfectly  definite  proportion, 
the  peiculiarity  being  that  one  material  which  tales  part  |b 
them  returns  at  the  end  of  one  operatioii  to  the  same  state  m 
which  it  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  operation,  so  that  the 
processes  are  cyclical,  and  this  re-agent  is  able,  by  acting  ff^ 
cesnvely  on  a  large  quantity  of  particles,  to  repwit  its  aenoo 
very  trequently  upon  them,  and  beyond  what  would  m^  * 
be  its  definite  combining  proportion.  Ton  see  this  red  ran- 
pound  of  nitric  oxide  and  oxygen  has  lost  a  great  deal  ffljta 
red  colour.  I  will  not  wait  until  it  is  completdy  Ueseted, 
but  will  blow  in  a  little  oxygen,  when  we  shall  get »  "5!I?  w 
the  original  deep  red  colour.  This  ia  the  ordinary  P"**fjJ 
which  sulphuric  acid  is  made  on  a  large  scale  in  lead  chambas. 
The  sulphurous  acid  is  allowed  to  remain  a  oonsiderabie  tuw 
in  the  ciiamber,  and  is  passed  on  from  one  to  another,  ai  n 
Is  acted  on  by  the  nitric  oxide,  which  parses  through  the  »^ 
cessive  stages  of  its  action  by  a  process  which  I  should  be  fw 
to  name  cyclical,  as  I  shall  have  occasion  again  to  ityff^  taa 
similar  process  of  the  same  name. 
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From  the  Fens  of  Lincolnshire  to  the  rice  fields  of 
Bengal,  or  from  the  Weldi  and  Cotswold  Hills  to  the 
Himalaya  Mountains,  is  a  wide  space  to  range  over  even 
in  imagination ;  bat  since  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  has  taken 
"  to  increase  and  mnltiplj,"  and  has  spread  over  the 
globe — ^here  with  a  group  of  colonists  and  there  by  a 
military  settlement — ^regions  however  remote  possess  for 
all  of  08  an  interest  and  to  some  adventurous  spirits  a  fas- 
cination which  cannot  be  found  in  the  homesteads  of  £og- 
bnd.  The  government  of  races  that  have  risen  to 
splendour  and  civilization  and  then  fallen  to  decay  has 
devolved  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  descendants  of  Clive 
and  Warren  Hastings ;  and  how  they  have  fidfiUed  their 
destiny  can  best  be  chronicled  by  the  administration 
formed  for  that  purpose.  Where  many  talents  are  given, 
mach  is  required ;  and  in  what  manner  these  responsible 
duties  have  been  fulfilled  we  are  in  a  position  to  ascertain 
more  aocnrately  than  hitherto.  The  last  report  upon  the 
moral  and  material  progress  of  India  furnishes  much 
excellent  matter  for  consideration,  and  not  a  little  satis- 
faction in  the  knowledge  that  our  rulers  are  equal  to  the 
task  of  governing  an  Empire,  over  which  the  Queen  now 
reigns,  in  place  of  the  Company  of  Merchants  formerly 
trading  to  the  East. 

From  the  wide  range  of  subjects  contained  in  this 
statement,  a  few  selected  facts  bearing  upon  the  agricul- 
tural prospects  of  that  country  may  not  be  unwelcome  to 
oar  raiders,  amongst  whom  there  must  be  some  who  hope 
to  find  a  krger  fidd  for  their  enterprise  than  is  contained 
in  the  narrow  limits  of  the  British  Isles.  The  opening 
of  the  Suez  Canal,  and  another  great  event  of  the  year, 
the  completion  of  the  telegraphic  communication,  has 
broaght  us  within  speaking  distance ;  the  junction,  too, 
of  the  Great  Indian  Peninsular  and  the  East  Indian  Rail- 
saya,  whereby  the  whole  breadth  of  too  Peninsuht  is 
spanned,  makes  the  time  occupied  in  reaching  Calcutta 
from  London  no  greater  than  it  took  twenty  years  ago  to 
travel  from  one  end  of  India  to  the  other.  A  notable  in- 
crease has  occurred  in  the  receipts  from  and  in  the  number 
of  letters  and  newspapers,  which  have  never  been  so 
numerous  since  the  year  following  upon  the  mutiny.  The 
more  rapid  transmission  of  the  mails  under  the  recent 
postal  regulations,  whereby  Bombay  is  made  the  point  of 
arrival  and  departure,  has  been  the  cause  of  greater  speed 
and  efficiency,  although  complaints  are  made  about  the 
enhanced  charges.  The  drought,  however,  cast  a  dark 
shadow  over  the  li^d ;  and  great  as  were  the  sufferings 
of  the  people,  they  were  much  lessened  by  the  liberality 
of  the  authorities.  From  neighbouring  states  many  of 
the  famine-stricken  ponred  into  British  territories  in 
search  of  food,  aggravating  the  burden  already  felt 
there.  In  the  Central  Provinces,  although  less  severe, 
the  drought  was  universal :  those  which  suffered  most 
were  the  north-western,  and  in  the  Punjaub,  the  districts 
lying"  south  of  the  Sutlej.  In  Madras  and  the  Lower 
Promces  the  causes  for  anxiety  on  this  account  were  but 
slight. 

It  is  not  therefore  a  matter  of  surprise  that  the 
finances  suffered,  when  the  large  sum  of  £10,578,160 
was  expended  during  the  years  1868-69  upon  public 
works  to  give  employment  to  the  destitute.  Otherwise, 
the  prospects  under  British  rule  arc  decidedly  better  than 
at  any  former  period.  The  principal  sources  of  revenue 
are  derived  from  the  land,  customs,  opium,  and  salt ;  the 
latter  is  the  only  tax  which  bears  alike  upon  all,  and  certain 


changes  are  in  contemplation  to  lessen  its  severity  upon 
the  poorer  classes  and  to  simplify  the  mode  of  its  col- 
lection. The  cotton  cultivation,  to  which  great  attention 
has  been  given  since  the  fiiilure  of  our  supplies  during 
the  American  war,  has  suffered  to  a  certain  extent  from 
natural  causes.  The  acreage  under  culture  was  some- 
what less  than  the  previous  year,  and  the  estimate  of  the 
yields  followed  in  like  manner.  The  figures  were — for 
Madras  1,466,372  in  1867-68,1,365,720  in  1868-69; 
for  the  Bombay  Precidency  in  1868-69  2,165,731  acres, 
against  2.181,173  acres  in  1876-68.  In  the  north- 
western  Provinces  there  was  a  falling  off  of  1,300,000 
to  800,000  acres.  Experiments  during  the  year 
with  foreign  seeds  have  met  with  uncertain  success,  partly 
owing  again  to  the  unfavourable  season,  and  in  future  it 
is  intended  that  all  such  will  be  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment, since  it  would  be  impolitic  to  place  doubtful  de- 
scriptions in  the  hands  of  the  ryot,  whose  bred  deponds 
upon  his  land.  There  are  strong  advocates  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  public  cotton  markets  at  all  important 
stations,  as  a  means  for  bringing  the  European  merchant 
into  direct  contact  with  the  cultivator,  and  of  freeing  the 
latter  from  the  bondage  of  the  Native  middle -men  and 
brokers. 

Tea  cultivation,  which  is  another  important  feature 
originated  in  a  discovery  made  in  Assam  in  the  year 
1830 ;  and  since  that  time,  by  the  aid  of  the  Government 
and  the  enterprise  of  private  companies  and  individuals 
although  the  results  have  not  always  been  financiiUy 
profitable,  yet,  upon  the  whole,  success  has  attended  the 
operations.  The  returns  of  the  planters  are  not  entirely 
reliable,  but  the  out-turn  for  the  Assam  district  is  stated 
to  have  been  9,491,600.1bs.,  or  about  2,000,0001bs.  more 
than  1867-68.  At  Kangra,  where  the  plantations  aie 
placed  on  the  lower  slopes  of  the  snowy  range  of  the 
Himalayas,  at  an  elevation  of  2,500  to  5,000  feet  above 
the  sea,  there  is  another  experiment  going  on 
in  tea-planting.  The  Government  have  disposed  of 
nearly  all  their  gardens  at  their  station  at 
Kumaon,  since  the  cultivation  has  taken  root  and  fallen 
into  the  heads  of  a  responsible  body  of  proprietors :  and 
here  there  apparently  exists  a  good  opening  for  enter- 
prising persons.  The  teas  are  chiefly  gathered  and  sold 
for  the  Central  Asia  market,  the  transit  charges  being  too 
heavy  to  admit  of  a  profit  in  the  Iiondon  market.  Of 
the  quantities  of  teas  exported  during  the  year  from  Cal- 
cutta there  can  be  no  doubt,  since  the  Customs  give  the 
toUl  at  11,434.000  lbs.,  against  8,789,344  lbs.  in  1867- 
68,  showing  an  increase  of  2,644,656  lbs. 

We  have  an  interesting  description  of  the  mode  of  life 
which  is  passed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  hills.  It  ap- 
pears  to  be  the  custom  of  these  people  to  remain  in  their 
villages  until  the  season  commences  in  May,  and  then 
the  whole  countryside  moves  up,  every  man  to  his 
patch  of  land  on  some  lofty  eminence.  Although  the 
clearing  of  a  space  of  dense  jungle  is  no  doubt  very  severe 
labour,  yet  the  surroundings  render  the  work  pleasurable, 
compared  with  the  toilsome  and  dirty  work  of  the  tillers 
of  the  plain.  On  the  one  hand,  the  hill  man  labours  in 
the  shade  of  the  jungle  he  is  cutting ;  he  is  in  a  lofty 
spot  where  every  breeze  reaches  and  refreshes  him ;  his 
spirits  are  enlivened  by  the  beautiful  prospect  stretching 
out  before  him.  He  is  surrounded  by  his  comrades ;  the 
scent  of  the  wild  thyme  and  the  buzzing  of  the  forest  bee 
are  about  him  -,  the  young  men  and  maidens  sing  to  their 
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work«  and  the  Uogli  and  joke  go  roimd  as  they  sit  at  their 
midday  meal  beneath  the  ahade  of  some  great  mossy  forest 
tree.  The  management  of  these  extensive  forests,  which 
spread  over  different  portions  of  India,  has  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  Goremment,  and  a  staff  of  experienced 
officials  is  being  prepared  for  that  espedal  purpose.  By 
the  system  at  present  adopted,  a  certain  number  of 
yonng  men  intended  for  this  branch  of  serriee  are  an- 
nually selected  and  sent  for  a  two-years'  course  of  train- 
ing in  the  forest  schools  of  France  and  Oermany.  In  the 
north-west  Provinces  we  find  the  education  of  children  has 
not  been  neglected.  The  number  of  schools  of  all  kinds 
was  8,462,  the  pupils  197,812,  and  this  out  of  a  popula- 
tion of  about  80  millions.  Notwithstanding  the  famine, 
the  attendance  advanced,  and  the  best  results  are  expected 
from  these  village  schools  in  spreading  a  sound  education 
among  the  agricultural  classes. 

In  the  oentral  Provinces  the  fnai  bulk  of  the  popula- 
tion live  by  agricultural  pursuits,  and  the  custom  still 
prevails  throughout  the  country  of  making  the  village 
proprietor  the  keystone  of  the  system  of  social  economy. 
On  him  the  greater  number,  if  not  the  whole,  of  lus 
tenants  depend  for  their  seed  grain,  and  for  the  means  of 
subsistence  until  harvest  time,  irhile  the  artizana  and 
village  servants  depend  in  their  turn  on  the  cultivators, 
so  that  unless  the  proprietors  have  stores  or  credit,  the 
whole  community  suffers.  The  total  area  of  this  province 
is  50,866,186  acres,  of  which  21,082,696  acres  are  bar- 
ren and  29,882,440  are  cultivatable.  About  one-half  of 
the  latter  is  under  the  plough.  Food  grain  it  appears 
occupy  79  per  cent,  of  the  hmd,  cotton  6,  oilseed  7,  and 
other  seeds  the  remaining  9  per  cent.  The  average  rice 
crop  is  about  6741b8.  per  acre.  Much  cannot  be  aaid 
for  the  success  of  the  experimental  sheep  and  cattle 
breeding. 

The  Puig'aub  and  the  feudatory  States  in  political  re- 
ktion  occDpy  a  space  or  200,000  square  miles,  so  that  we 
we  have  an  area  of  nearly  half  as  large  again  as  Fnmce, 
and  still  unappropriated  waste  land  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Government,  amounting  to  about  18,000  square  miles. 
The  forest  tracts  are  chiefly  in  the  interior  of  the  Hima- 
lavas,  but  it  is  only  in  localities  overlooking  rivers,  into 
which  the  logs  when  cut  are  thrown,  to  be  carried  by  the 
stream  to  the  plains,  that  they  can  be  turned  to  practical 
account.  The  agricultural  are  to  the  non-agricultural 
classes  as  nine  to  eight.  Owing  to  the  scanty  rainfiiU 
there  was  a  decrease  of  476,920  acres  in  spring  cultiva- 
tion, and  of  1,619,041  in  autumn  crop.  From  the  same 
causes  there  was  a  great  loss  of  cattle  during  the  year, 
amounting  to  460,000.  There  are  about  160,000  camels 
in  this  province.  The  rhea  or  China  grass,  a  plant  which 
has  been  introduced  from  Assam,  thrives  luxuriantly.    It 


possesses  a  valuable  fibre,  for  which  there  is  an  inliniited 
demand,  but  owing  to  the  want  of  suitable  machinerj  for 
detaching  the  fibre  from  the  stem,  the  devdopmeat  of  this 
important  trade  is  delayed.  A  reward  of  £5,000  has  been 
offered  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  inventor  whine 
ingenuity  most  completely  supplies  the  want.  It  wu 
in  this  region  of  the  finidalory  states  that  the  fiadne 
raged  moat  severely ;  the  searei^of  grain,  greataiit wu, 
was  trifling,  eompared  with  that  of  fimge.  It  is  bdievsi 
that  three-fourtha  of  the  cattle  have  died,  or  hsTebea 
sold  out  of  the  country  in  consequenoe. 

In  British  Burmah  the  principal  crop  is  riee,  of  whidi 
thei«  were  1,667,262  aeres,  or  abont  16,000  aereskntkn 
in  1867-68.  Notwithstanding  the  mnirsiB,  the  avmber  d 
flowa  and  boUooks  inenaaed  from  888,190  to  419,887, 
the  prices  of  skilled  labonr  vary  from  4a.  to  Is.  4d.  a^y, 
unskilied  ftom  Is.  to  Is.  6d.  Mysore,  which  has  sd  mi 
about  equal  to  the  Bnropean  kingdom  of  Bavaria,  has  is 
extent  of  land  under  eultnreestimated  at8,858,799  wsm,d 
which  2,198,476  are  taken  up  by  rd^  and  olher  fDodgnni, 
886,682  by  lioe,  and  108,741  by  coflbe.  The  malbcny 
is  cultivated  on  1,700  acres ;  but  the  mannftietnre  of  lOk, 
which  is  said  to  have  been  introdooed  by  Tippoo  Saitui, 
has  been  serioudy  affected  by  the  diseue  of  the  wans. 
Two  exhibitions  were  held  during;  the  year,  witii  the  ob- 
ject of  introduoing  improved  methods  of  flower  and  frut 
culture,  and  the  aocounta  reoeived  of  their  suecev  are  moit 
encouraging. 

We  cannot  altogether  omit  to  mention  the  trigollom^ 
trical  and  topographical  surveys.  These  were  condactri 
by  seven  parties,  and  neariy  all  the  ground  tnTcned 
possessed  hitherto  no  reliable  maps,  the  tracts,  in  mbc 
cases,  having  been  rarely  visited  by  Europeans.  Snnuaiag 
up  the  work  accomplished  by  the  latter  dqiartaiflBt, 
it  appears  that  during  the  last  quarter  of  a  eentwy  tie 
enormous  extent  of  nearly  600,000  square  miles  hai  bea 
surveyed,  an  area  about  flve  times  larger  than  the  Britiik 
islands ;  and  what  may  be  well  ima^ned,  the  joomsls  of  the 
oflloers  engaged  contain  much  valuable  information  oatbc 
geography,  ethnology,  &c.  of  the  loealitiea  smvejred  bj 
them.  Supplies  of  coal  for  the  railways,  and  fresh  water 
for  certain  stations  have  been  among  the  frnitfU  resalti  of 
their  explorations.  The  chief  operations  of  the  botanieil 
department  consisted  in  the  propagation  of  the  chinchoi 
plants  there  being  now  2.696,176  plants  belongiag  to  the 
Government  on  the  Neilg^erry  hills ;  besides  W,^i 
which  have  been  distributed  to  private  indirideab.  Tha 
and  much  other  information  that  we  have  not  sptoe  to 
renrodttce,  make  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  cRditabk 
volumes  tiiiat  has  issued  from  liie  oflflcial  printing  pn»> 
and  were  it  not  for  the  Iktal  blue  cover,  it  might  fisd  i 
place  in  our  circulating  libraries. 


DOCTORS    DIFFEB. 


Although  the  country  ia  getting  habituated  to  the  cry 
of  WbffJ  which  is  so  continually  being  raised,  tiiere  is  no 
doubt  a  good  deal  of  what  may  be  termed  second-rate 
disease  about.  Previous  te*  the  visitation  of  the  Binder- 
pest  very  little  would  have  been  heard  of  such  a  complaint 
as  the  Foot-and-Mouth ;  but  since  then  we  have  become 
more  keenly  alive  to  the  disorders  of  stock,  and  there  are 
now  very  few  "cases"  but  that  are  taken  up.  In  fact, 
from  the  appearance  of  the  Cattle  Plague  the  veterinary 
jirofession  may  be  said  to  have  been  gradually  educating 
itself  in  this  way,  as  te  have  discovered  how  there  might 
be  even  something  more  to  study  than  the  anatomy  of 
the  horse  or  the  distempers  of  the  dog.  It  would  look, 
however,  from  what  is  just  at  present  transpiring,  that 


this  branch  of  the  business  is  not  as  yet  in  a  rerf  taia' 
factory  condition,  even  if  the  leading  prindplei  of  the  irt 
are  as  clearly  laid  down  as  they  might  be.  Tha^  ^ 
the  September  number  of  f%e  Veterinarut*  s  con- 
tributor speaks  to  "the  many  instances  of  defectrrt 
observation :  Many  cases  of  a  catarrhal  nature  were  cod* 
denmed  on  fSanns  during  the  prevalence  of  theCatUe 
Plague  as  the  disease  itself."  Then,  again,  as  to '  the 
Bo-called  '  dropping  after  calving*,  loin-&Uen,  milh  ferer 
and  the  drop,  in  cattle-breeding  dislricta  pnctitioDen 
frequently  attend  .these  cases.  In  one  locality  we  Iisv« 
heard  of  a  most  unprecedented  aeries  of  dues  being  mtd^ 
and  forthwith  lost  no  time  in  making  dose  »' 
quiries.      The    practitioner^    in    a    otrtaift   iaitaa* 
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!!•  way  duury  of  hiA  infomuttion,  sllowed  ns  to  visit  some 
cases,  and  afforded  all  particnkn  required,  bnt  we  dis- 
covered his  nosology  included  parturient  apoplexv,  metro- 
peritonitis,  and  the  ordinaiy  ncrrous  debility,' or  loin- 
iaUen  as  one  affection.  Some  died  he  admitted,  but  many 
recoTored.  *  When  the  brain  keeps  all  ri^t,*  he  said, 
'the  cow  soon  geU  well."'  Further  still,  and  it  may  be 
very  Qsefol  to  extend  these  examples,  asoflbred,  be  it  ro- 
mombered,  on  the  authority  of  a  member  of  the  piofes- 
iion : — "  On  the  snigect  of  contagious  maladies  our  opi- 
monaare  not  at  all  in  unison.  The  writer  was  called  a 
Aort  Umc  ago  by  a  huge  agriculturist  to  pronounce  upon 
the  nature  of  disease  among  a  valuable  herd  of  cattle.  The 
owner  had  been  informed  he  had  to  deal  with  epizootic 
pleuro-pneumonia  and  was  much  alarmed.  Four  affected 
animala  were  put  under  treatment,  and  recovered  without 
the  dmeaie  spreading  any  fcrther,  or  the  use  of  disin- 
fectants of  any  kind.  In  an  action  for  damages  sustained 
vy  a  &rmer,  it  was  said,  by  the  conveyance  of  contagion 
from  an  adjoining  fiurm,  a  witness  gave  the  particulars  of 


sporadic  pleuro-pneumonia,  conscientiously  be- 
heving  he  had  treated  the  contagious  form ;  and  three 
otherasUted  in  the  witness-box  that  in  their  belief  con- 
tagion oonld  remain  dormant  for  three  months  and  even 
longer  and  preaerve  aU  its  fatal  properties,  but  when 
naked  by  counsel  could  give  no  proof  in  evidence." 

All  thU  shows  a  rather  loose  sUte  of  things,  empha- 
facally  pomted  as  these  differences  are  in  another 
direction.  On  the  subject  of  contagious  diseases  opinions 
9Tt  not  at  all  in  unison,  either  in  or  out  of  the  profession. 

J^***  *^*  T*"^  appendix  to  the  Journal  of  the  Bath 
and  West  of  EogUnd  Society,  the  veterinary  inspector 
wntiAgonthe  sanitaiy  condition  of  the  stock  at  Tkunton 
B^s  "  every  precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  the  entrance 
of  infected  animals  into  the  yard ;  but  no  provision  could 
be  made  to  exclude  persons  coming  from  infected  stocks, 
and  to  this  indirect  cause  of  inspection  perhaps  even 
more  ontbreaks  are  due,  than  to  the  aotual  and  direct 
^^^iS^  ^^^  ^^^  ^■•■^  animals."  Whereupon 
Sit  J.  Clarke  Jervoise  straightway  writes  to  the  Council, 
as  wiU  be  seen  from  a  report  in  another  part  of  this  day's 
paper,  to  say :"  This  is  so  contrary  to  my  own  experience, 
that  I  am  most  desirous  of  bringing  the  question  to 
demonstration  J  and,  with  this  object,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
place  for  the  space  of  one  twelvemonth  (from  September 
the  Ist,  1870)  twelve  out  of  thirteen  Irish  steers,  pur- 
chasedm  Junekst,  to  be  infected  by  Ptofeseor  Brown,  or 
any  membar  of  the  Veterinary  Coflcge  he  may  select,  in 
tha  way  and  in  the  manner  referred  to  by  Professor 
Brown,  oihermte  than  by  actual  and  direct  eontact. 
The  visits  to  be  paid  at  intervals,  not  more  frequent  than 
14  days.  In  case  of  his  snccess  I  shall  be  ready  to  pay 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds." 

Nothing  could  possibly  sound  fairer  than  this,  as 
nothing  would  promise  to  be  attended  with  more  uselul 
results  than  the  thorough  test  of  such  a  theoiy  as  is  here 
propagated.  According  to  the  showing  of  its  own 
membersand  its  own  Jburmtl,  nothing  can  be  more  lamen- 
table than  the  uncertainty  or  more  determined  ignorance 
existing  amongst  veterinarians  as  to  the  diseases  of  cattle. 
And  yet,  strange  as  it  may  sound,  the  Council  of  an 
Agricnitnral  Society  "  feels  itself  unable  to  undertake  the 
duty  sof^eatod,"  although  it  would  be  weiU  to  know  why 
It  shiriu  so  i^ropriate  an  offiofr— particularly  if  it  have 
any  confidence  m  the  dicta  of  its  own  Professor.  Failing 
such  support  it  is  onlv  to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  Brown  him- 
sdf  will  be  ready  to  back  his  own  opinions,  even  if  the 
profession  be  not  already  committed,  to  these  views.  In 
a  leader,  and  omseqaently  eoming  with  all. the  gnater 
wei^^t,  in  tha  new  number  of  2^  Veterinarian  it  is  de- 
dared  thai  *'8QM  of  tha  affeeliooa  an  not  in  the  ordinary 
\  of  the  wofd  ooQtBC^ioiii;  a  healthy  animal  might  be 


placed  in  contact  with  a  diseased  one  without  danger,  and 
a  diseased  beast  might  be  pkced  in  tiie  midst  of  a  healthy 
herd  in  a  healthy  locality  without  any  risk  being  incurred 
of  spreading  the  disease ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  animals 
from  a  healthy  district  cannot  with  impunity  be  brought 
into  the  neighbourhood  of  the  diseased  and  be  placed 
under  the  influence  of  the  conditions  which  fevoor 
the  development  of  the  malady."  This  reads  very 
much  in  unison  with  the  opinion  advanced  in  the 
West  of  EngUmd  Journal  against  the  spread  of 
infection  from  "the  actual  and  direct  contact  of 
healthy  with  diseased  animals; "  and  with  this,  notwith- 
standing  anything  the  experience  of  Sir  J.  Clarke  Jervoise 
may  tell  to  the  contrary,  the  veterinary  profession  is 
identified,  for  J%e  Veterinarian  is  "edited  by  Professor 
Simonds,  assisted  by  Professors  Brown,  Tuson,  and  Var* 
nell."  Of  course  we  all  know  the  inereased  liability  of 
strangers  to  take  disease,  but  can  it  be  safely  propounded 
that  animals  will  catch  infection  sooner  from  herdsmen 
than  they  will  ftom.  other  beasts?  Professor  Brown 
answers  that  they  will,  and  Sir  J.  Clarke  Jervoise  that 
they  will  do  nothing  of  the  kind ;  while  surely  tiie  question 
is  worth  bringing  to  an  issue  I  Again,  The  Veterinatian 
maintains  that  "  a  diseased  beast  may  be  placed  in  a 
healthy  herd  in  a  healthy  locality  without  any  risk  being 
incurred  I "  If  this  be  correct,  what  can  be  the  use  of 
our  preventions  and  cordons,  and  so  forth  ?  You  may 
take  the  animal  to  the  disease,  but  you  cannot  take  the 
disease  to  the  animal!  The  passage  is  not  quite  so 
clearly  put  as  it  might  be;  as,  indeed,  these  learned 
essays  rarely  read  very  plainly,  but  let  us  have  the 
names  of  these  stay-at-home  disorders  by  all  manner 
of  means,  and    let  us  hear  further  that  some  body  is 

Srepared  to  accept  the  challenge  of  Sir  J.  CUurke  Jervoise. 
uch  an  experiment  might  save  a  deal  of  idle  talk  hereafter. 

XNOCQLATION  FOE  PLEUBO-PNEUMONIA.— Mr. 
Bmoe  points  to  Belgium  and  Holland  in  support  of  bocula- 
tion.  The  latest  reference  which  has  come  onder  our  observa- 
tion as  regards  Belgium,  appeared  in  the  pamphlet  lately 
issued  by  Mr.  Howard,  M.F.,  on  "  European  fuming  and 
Peasantry.**  Mr.  Howard  states  that  when  inocolation  was 
performed  daring  sammer  in  Belginm,  the  tails  of  the  animals 
operated  upon  drooped  off,  and  when  inocolation  was  peribrmed 
in  cool  weather,  such  a  result  seldom  occorred.  We  coald 
give  numerons  extracts  from  Mr.  Brace*!  report  for  New 
south  Wales  of  the  opinions  of  owners  of  stock  condemnatory 
of  inocalktion,  for  it  is  the  recorded  opinion  of  not  a  few  of 
these  owners  that  it  was  neither  a  oaro  nor  a  preventive,  and 
that  in  some  herds  the  namber  of  deaths  from  inoculation 
was  apparently  greater  than  the  namber  who  died  from  pleuro- 

Eneumonia.  Bnt  as  the  belief  in  the  efficacy  of  inocolation 
as  recentl^r  extended  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  has  been 
latelv  practised  in  Ireland,  we  submit,  for  the  consideration  of 
the  believers  in  inocolation,  the  following  fects :  Ist,  There 
is  no  instance  of  inocolation  with  the  viras  obtained  from  a 
diseased  animal  proving  a  core  or  preventive  for  the  same 
malady  as  is  the  case  by  vaccinating  the  homan  sabjeet  with 
the  riros  of  the  cow-pox.  The  disease  known  as  small-pox 
in  man  is  prevented,  mit  cow-pox  and  small-pox  are  distinct 
disesses,  althoaeh  they  are  somewhat  analo^as.  What  would 
be  thought  of  the  mental  state  of  the  veterinarian  who  would 
advocate  inoculation  with  the  rirns  of  foot-and-mouth  disease 
as  a  preventive  of  that  irroptive  fever,  or  the  inocolation  of 
healthy  cattle  with  the  viros  obtained  from  the  longs  of  an 
animal  affected  with  the  cattle  plsffoe  1  The  troth  appears  to 
us  to  be  that  inoculation  of  tiealthy  animals  by  Uie  virus 
obtained  from  the  Inngs  of  an  animal  affected  with  pleura- 
pueninonia,  can  only  act  in  the  same  manner  as  a  seton  does 
by  prodncing  a  coonter  irritation  in  the  system  for  the  time 
being.  Those  who  practice  inocoktioQ  by  msertinff  a  tape  in 
the  tale  of  an  animal  which  has  been  steeped  in  liqoid  obtained 
from  the  longs  of  a  diseased  animal,  which  has  either  died  of 
the  disease  or  been  slaoghtered,  when  known  to  have  been 
affected,  are  quiltyof  an  act  of  cruelty  which  should  render 
them  liable  to  be  proseooted  under  Mr.  Martin's  Act— 
J^ortk  Britiih  AffHcuUvritt, 
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Oa  tho  debate  on  the  vote  for  imroigretion  parposcs,  which 
took  place  in  the  Legislative  Auembly,  Melboarne, 

The  Attoraey-Oeneral,  Mr.  MiciiiE,  said,  notwithstanding 
the  lateness  of  the  hour,  he  would  folfil  his  promise  of  giving 
the  House  facts,  to  which,  if  the  hon.  and  learned  meni^r  for 
Brighton  could,  he  should  adapt  his  theories.  There  was  no 
lack  of  these  facts.  Ue  remembered,  for  instance,  twenty-two 
or  twenty-three  years  ago,  when  the  wages  of  skilled  labour 
were  from  49.  to  5s.  per  day.  What  were  they  now  P  At 
the  period  of  his  retrospect  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  were 
under  200,000  ;  and  what  was  the  number  now  P  According 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  member's  argument,  each  subsequent 
influx  of  population  should  have  cut  down  the  wages  oif  la- 
bour ;  but  had  it  done  so  P  No,  it  had  not ;  and  what  then 
became  of  the  hon.  and  learned  member's  theory  ?  What 
were  the  very  newest  lights  of  the  hon.  and  learned  member 
in  comparison  with  all  this  ?  What  had  the  new  blood  been 
doing,  if  such  arguments  were  held  P  It  seemed  that  direcUy 
the  lion,  and  learned  member  came  in  contact  with  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  merclianta  he  lost  his  head. 
If  state  aid  to  immigration  brought  about  these  results,  what 
was  the  force  of  an  argument  which  oontended  that  it  should 
not  bring  about  those  results  P  According  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  member,  the  wages  of  carpenters,  now  from  9s.  to 
10s.  per  day,  should  be  reduced  to  4fl.  or  Ss.  per  day. 

Mr.  LoNGMORE :  Go  back  fourteen  years  only. 

Mr.  MicHiB  might  go  back  fourteen  months,  and  what 
would  be  the  difference  ?  And  as  for  the  hon.  member  for 
Ripon  and  Hampden,  why  should  he  speak,  when  the  regtda- 
tions  proposed  were  a  mere  bagatelle,  in  the  way  of  intro- 
ducing labour,  to  those  which  he  when  in  office  agreed  to.  If 
these  regulations  were  indefensible,  what  was  to  be  said  for 
those  of  the  government  of  which  the  hon.  member  was  a 
member,  and  whicluwould  have  facilitated  the  introduction  of 
a  vastly  larger  popuUtion  P  The  hon.  member  might  say  that 
he  was  not  aware  of  those  regulations ;  but  could  that  excuse 
hold  on  a  subject  of  this  vast  importance?  If  the  hon. 
member  objected  to  new  blood  now,  why  did  he  not  before  P 
But,  whether  he  was  new,  old,  or  middle  blood,  it  was  per- 
fect Iv  clear  that  the  legitimate  operation  of  these  regulations 
would  have  been  to  pour  a  flood  of  population  into  this  co- 
lony, to  which  the  stream  to  be  expected  under  the  present 
regulations  would  have  been  a  mere  rivulet  But,  coming  to 
higher  and  fairer  game,  he  reminded  the  hon.  and  learned 
member  for  Brighton  that,  whatever  theory  he  might  profess 
to  entertain,  he  must  adjust  his  theory  so  as  to  make  it  con- 
sistent with  facts.  How  did  he  (Mr.  Higinbotham) 
account  for  the  facts  that  he  had  witnessed  in 
actual  operation  in  this  colony  P  In  the  curious  ope- 
rations of  society,  where  at  once  all  the  members  of  the  body 
politic,  skilled  and  unskilled,  worked  not  merely  competitively  but 
harmoniously  together,  harmoniously  for  the  general  pros- 
perity or  the  particular  pro*perity,  in  the  limited  view  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  had  taken  of  the  subjrct,  each  of  them 
was  indispensable  to  the  interests  of  all,  and  ali  !o  each  ;  and 
as  the  various  interests  worked  together,  and  as  all  were  neces- 
sary customers  to  everybody  else  at  the  same  time  that  they 
were  supplying  the  wants  of  everybody  else,  so  all  prospered 
and  advanced  in  their  prosperity  together.  The  rates  of 
wages  ateadilv  rose  as  they  incieased  the  population — ("  No, 
»o,^  from  Mr.  Vale)— excluding  occasional  and  periodical 
fluctuations,  to  which  every  dviliied  community  was  subject. 
Would  it  be  pretended  Uiat  the  normal  operation  of  the  prin- 
ciple was  affected  by  the  circumstance  that  there  happened  to 
be  at  the  present  moment  a  comparatively  peculiar  oeprebsion 
at  BallaratP  A  great  portion  ot  the  capital  legitimately  em- 
ployed at  Ballarat  has  been  transferred  to  Pleasant  Creek  and 
other  places.  A  member  of  his  own  profession  had  within 
the  last  twelve  months  paid  away  £1,000  in  calls  without  re- 
ceiving a  shilling  in  the  way  of  dividends.  His  experience 
was  the  experience  of  scores  of  others ;  and  the  consequence 
was  that  a  great  deal  of  capital  legitimately  acquired  at  Balla- 
rat during  the  twelve  months  had  been  dissipated  in  variou 


transactions,  and  the  consequence  of  so  modi  capital  beioj; 
recklessly  and  unprofitably  pasaed  away  was  that  there  «» 
less  demand  for  labour.  But  nobody  who  had  read  the  de- 
ments of  political  economy  would  he  surprised  at  that. 
Periodical  fluctuations  in  wages  in  old  and  new  oommaaitica 
were  comparatively  trifling,  and  did  not  interraot  msterial 
progress  b  long  views  of  things,  or  the  normal  and  aeotsssi; 
operation  of  the  relation  of  capital  and  labour.  For  thit 
reason  he  was  prepared  to  recognise  these  regulatioas ;  asd  be 
defended  them  on  the  ground  that  they  wei«  precise  eooo^ 
and  at  the  same  time  elastic  enough,  to  admit  eveiy  forw  of 
Ubonr,  skilled  and  unskilled.  He  utterly  repelled  the  isaiBU- 
tion  that  the  hon.  and  learned  member  was  unhandsome  eaoifh 
to  mAe,  that  the  policy  of  the  Govenucent  was  to  inbodoee 
nothingbut  unskilled  labour. 

Mr.  Higinbotham  said  that  the  objection  he  btd  made  iaj 
at  the  very  root  of  the  system  of  State  aid  to  immixratMn. 
which  had  existed  from  the  commencement  of  respoeslue 
government  down  to  the  present  time.  He  blamed  tke  Go- 
vernment for  not  atating  why  thev  maintained  a  policy  vliicii 
encouraged  the  immigration  of  all  cUsaea  except  one. 

Mr.  MicuiE  :  The  hon.  and  learned  member  said  tbt  the 
Government  dare  not  bring  out  skilled  labour.  He  (Sir. 
Michie)  said  they  dared  and  would  bring  it  out,  and  the  itgs- 
lations  were  large  enough  to  do  it. 

Mr.  LoNOiiORS  inteijected  a  remark  to  the  effect  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  member  was  expreasbg  views  which  wodi 
obtain  for  him  his  dismissal  from  BaUarat. 

Mr.  MicHii  said  his  dismissal  from  Ballarat  woaUiot 
break  his  heart.    Bather  than  make  a  apeech  as  the  hoi. 
member  had  at  the  Bdvidere,  denouncing  immigtatioo  at  oae 
time,  and  at  another  time  be  prepared  to  father  such  a  syitMi 
of  immigration  as  the  hon.  member  had  fathered,  be  vobU 
prefer  to  be  hunted  out  of  every  political  arena  in  the  colony. 
What  did  state  aid  to  immigration  mean  P     (Mr.  Higin- 
botham :  £68,000.)    Whence  derived  P    (Mr.  £.  Con :  Oit 
of  the  pockets  of  the  working  men.)    He  maintRined  that  c 
came  from  the  proceeds  of  the  Crown  lands ;  and  if  the  ha. 
member  interrupting  him  said  that  the  land  was  the  peopkX 
he  replied  that  the  people  who  were  here,  ten,  tweatj,  m 
thirty  vears  ago — before  the  hon.  member  came  out^»id  the 
same  thing.    The  cries  raised  now  were  the  same  as  those 
raised  a  quarter  of  a  centnrv  ago.    If  the  people  of  that  daj 
had  said,  "  Oh,  the  countrylbelongs  to  us."     (Mr.  E.  Cow : 
"It  did  not.")    That  was  exactly  what  he  wanted  to  bnar 
about.    If  the  country  did  not  belong  to  them,  it  did  sot 
belong  to  us  who  were  here  now.    He  denied  that  ^^  y 
to  immigration  was  state  aid  in  the  aeuse  in  which  ve  orai< 
naril^  used  that  expression — as,  for  instance,  atstj  «d  to 
religion.    W^hen  the  hon.  member  talked  about  the  ttawhole| 
some  and  objectionable  spirit  of  pandering  to  the  conBieicw 
desire  to  import  persons  into  the  colony  to  have  morepeop 
to  trade  with,  and  connected  that  desire  with  the  exprefiw* 
"  state  aid,"  he  (Mr.  Michie)  requested  him  to  give  HtW 
to  *his  unmistakable  fact.    The  sea  so  £ar  sepanted  ai  o«> 
the  large  centres  of  population  aa  to  constitute  a  aort  of  wall 
of  China  around  us.    In  his  more  candid  and  diapaiaioDati 
moments  the  hon.  and  learned  member  would  aUov  the  ktv 
of  the  argument  that  if  physically  and  effectually  ^"f^^ 
from  more  numerously  populated  communities,  we  ihoaU,  tf 
a  necessary  and  inevitable  result,  unless  artificial  phuu  were 
employed,  be  altogether  prevented  from  adding  to  oor  popu- 
lation from  without ;  we  ahould  remain  utteny  iaaalatod.** 
absolutely  enclosed  by  the  seas  as  the  great  waU  of  Ckitf 
might  enclose  a  city.    How  under  these  «'**'■•*■"*?,  !JI 
there  to  be  an  addition  to  our  population  from  withoat  vj  tv 
natural  operation  of  competition  P      When  the  hon.  *» 
learned  member  gravely  said,  "  Oh,  whv  do  thia  iajw^^ 
the  working  classes  P  vrait  for  the  Intimate  operatma  ol  w 
demand  and  supply  of  labour,"  he  took  ap  a  pw"*""  Vf: 
was  practically  almost  as  absurd  as  was  the  rep^J  ■■*.?' 
Lord  EUeoborough  to  John  Home  Tooke,  when  hj  »?; 
"The  laws  of  England  are  open  alike  to  the  rich  aid  to  w 
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pour."  "  Yes,"  said  Home  Tooke,  **  and  so  is  the  London 
TaTern."  Lord  Ellenboroagh  was  right,  but  John  Home 
Tooke  was  mora  right.  Of  oonrse  there  was  not  a  panper 
in  London  vho  ooold  not,  if  he  had  the  money  in  his 
pocket,  hive  partaken  of  a  handsome  eliampagne 
dianer  in  the  London  Tavern,  hat  without  Uiat  its 
doors  voold  be  as  mnch  closed  against  him 
u  if  he  were  in  Kamtschatka.  Such  woold  be  the  effect  of 
the  hoD.  and  learned  member's  scheme,  if  earned  oat.  With- 
oat  ttsistanoe  of  some  kind  the  colooy  woald  be  rirtoallY 
dowd  against  the  working  classes  of  the  mother  conntry,  and 
eren  against  the  poor  scholars  and  gentlemen  whom  we  would 
ilao  be  glad  to  see  arrive,  if  bv  honourable  exertion  of  any 
kiod  they  ooold  contribute  to  the  advantages  ei^oved  by  the 
comfflonity  at  krve.  It  was  farcial  to  talk  of  the  law  of  de- 
miiad  and  supply  being  practicable  under  auch  circumstances. 
There  might  te  an  eztiaordinary  demand,  but  if  there  were  no 
oeaos  in  existence  to  meet  it,  it  might  continue  to  be  btense, 
while  the  sapply  would  be  ridicnloouy  below  it.  Some  people 
talked  of  inducing  capitalists  to  come  out  here,  but  if  the  scheme 
propowd  b^  the  Hon.  and  learned  member  were  adopted,  he 
(Mr.  Michie)  would  advise  people  with  money  at  home  not  to 
cone  oat  if  they  expected  to  do  any  good  to  themselves.  He 
Yoold  say  let  no  man  who  wants  the  legitimate  profita  that 
eapital  expeeta  come  out  to  this  country,  because  there  is  a 
jrneral  confederacy  againat  capital  and  the  legitimate  eifect  of 
it,  championed  by  the  hon.  and  learned  member  for  Brighton, 
by  vhich  capitaliata  will  only  be  eaat  under  the  feet  of  labour. 
r  No !  no  !**)  That  waa  the  inevitable  opeiation  of  the  prin- 
ciple be  advocated.  No  one  could  aay  that  at  the  present  mo- 
ment the  working  daasea  were  under  the  feet  of  capital.  Let 
them  take  np  a  tUe  of  the  Jr^ut  a  abort  time  before  the  mail 

left  and  read  the  rate  of  wagea  there,  and  they  would  find 

Mr.  LoNOKO&E  :  A  fiction  invented  for  political  pur- 
poses. 

Mr.  MicuiE :  The  hon.  member  might  designate  it  a  fiction, 
bat  be  (Mr.  Michie)  had  peraonallv  found  it  a  fact,  aa  no  doubt 
had  a  great  many  othera  who  had  occaaion  to  build  or  add  to 
their  hooses  of  late.  So  far  from  those  returns  being  fictitious, 
it  Yoold  on  inquiry,  he  thought,  be  found  correct  that  there 
vas  qoite  lately  a  atrike  amon^  aome  operativea  at  St.  Kilda 
becaase  their  wages  were  not  raised  either  to  Os.  or  lOs.  a  day. 
if  tke  Government  scheme  were  refused,  and  that  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  member  for  Brighton  adopted,  the  reanlt  would  be 
that  before  long  both  akilled  and  unskilled  labour  would  be 
CT7ing  oat  for  the  very  re^^tiona  which  were  now  oppoaed, 
in  order  that  their  legitimate  operation  might  bring  out 
capitalist,  for  of  course  unleaa  there  were  capital  to  employ 
laboor  the  labourer  most  anffer.  The  one  required  to  be  in 
proportion  to  the  other.    So  long  aa  nnder  the  regulationa 


capital  and  labour  were  not  brought  out  in  diaproporiion  to 
each  other  the  reaulta  would  be  beneficial,  and  the  more  intelli- 
gent of  the  working  claaaea  knew  and  acknowledged  it,  and  were 
aa  prepared  to  defend  the  regulationa  submitted  as  any  member 
of  the  Government.  The  regulationa  were  elastic  and  were  effi- 
caciona  for  the  introduction  of  akilled  aa  well  aa  unakiHed  labour. 
In  fact,  the  moat  wholeaome,  the  moat  beneficial,  the  most 
aecure,  and  the  most  virtuoua  form  of  immigration  that  could 
poaaibly  be  deviaed  waa  familv-aaaiated  immigration,  and  it  got 
reaaonably  and  philosophically  over  the  diificultiea  which  aepa- 
rated  ua  from  the  large  centrea  of  population.  If  they  could 
secure  such  a  class  of  immigration  by  devoting  a  portion  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  their  Crown  lands,  for  he  denied 
that  the  resources  for  such  a  purpose  necessarily  came  from 
taxation,  they  would  be  quite  justified  in  doing  so.  The  Grown 
lands  belonged  to  the  empire.  Before  they  were  surrendered 
to  this  country  they  were  Crown  lands  of  the  empire,  and  not 
the  property  of  thia  colony,  nor  of  any  community  on  thia  aide 
the  world,  and  he  aaked  would  it  be  either  rational  or  juat, 
after  having  received  thoae  lands,  to  aay  in  effect,  "  We  doae 
thia  territory  henceforth  againat  you  all**  P  for  without  the  aa- 
siatanoe  provided  by  the  regulationa,  acarcely  anv  labourer 
would  come  to  the  country.  [An  Hon.  Mjbhbir  :  Nonaenae.] 
The  hon.  and  learned  member  for  Brighton  did  not  aay  it  waa 
nonaenae.  He  knew  that  by  reaaon  of  the  proximity  of  the 
United  Statea  and  the  Canadian  dominion,  the  large  atream  of 
population  muat  flow  to  those  countries  unless  thia  colony 
offered  advantagea  auch  aa  it  waa  propoaed  to  offer.  The  pro- 
posal of  the  hon.  and  learned  member  amounted  virtually  to  a 
proposition  to  impose  a  pronerty  qualification  upon  immigrants. 
Those  who  were  nch  enougn  might  come,  but  othen  atop  muat 
away.  While  tens  of  thouaanda  went  to  the  United  Statea,  immi- 
gration here  waa  almoat  atopped.  Waa  that  to  be  perpetoal  P 
Without  the  addition  of  population,  new  blood,  or  whatever  it 
might  be  called,  they  could  not  make  progreaa.  That  waa  in- 
dispenaable  if  ever  they  exjiected  to  now  into  a  great  country, 
worthy  of  being  called  a  nation,  and  able  to  keep  up  ita  arma- 
ments, and  hold  ita  own  against  aay  community  in  the  world. 
Without  population  it  waa  ridienloua  for  the  hon.  and  learned 
member  to  throw  himaelf  into  a  warlike  attitude,  and  abuse 
Rogera  or  any  other  obnoxioua  character  on  the  other  aide  of  the 
wond,witli  a  population  contemptible  as  compared  with  the 
power  with  which  he  was  contending.  All  otlier  things  being 
equal,  population  was  a  large  and  moat  material  element  of 
power  ana  respect  in  any  natiooL  and  it  was  because  he  desired 
by  every  legitimate  means  to  aavance  the  respect,  power,  in- 
fluence, and  prosperity  of  this  country,  that  he  certainly  felt  tiie 
necessity  of  supporting,  regardless  of  what  might  be  the  per- 
sonal consequences  to  himself,  the  regulations  that  liad  been 
submitted  that  night. 


WHEAT    aROWING    IN    AMERICA. 


There  are  few  praetioea  in  American  farming  in  which  there 
i<  more  loss  than  in  the  careleas,  imperfect  manner  of  putting 
ra  wheat.  It  is  very  probable  that  more  than  half  of  the  lana 
|ovn  u  the  United  Statea  producea  cropa  that  range  from  10 
basbeb  per  acre  down  to  liothing,  where  only  good  manage- 
ment and  good  eolture  were  needed  to  average  from  20  to  80 
bosliels  per  acre.  In  growin.:^  winter  wheat  some  of  the  main 
eaaaes  of  and  reasons  for  t'leae  •  «ht  yielda  are  aowing  on 
^7-prepared  land,  either  :tf^er  apring  crops  or  on  an  old 
pass  sod,  and  on  land  too  much  run  to  produce  good  cropa  of 
wheat— land  that  in  aome  oases  is  too  much  exhauated  to  grow 
good  wheat  with  good  cultivation,  but  that  more  gperally  faila 
to  grew  paying  crops  for  want  of  good  cultivation  and  good 
nt.     I  believe  that  few  of  our  good  wheat  lands  are 


Uy  run  that  a  suitable  rotation  of  crops,  frequent  seeding 
to  clover,  and  a  well-worked  summer  fallow,  will  not  produoe 
heavy  crops  of  wheat ;  while  aa  a  general  rule  good  land  that 
aaa  had  thia  kind  of  management  Tor  aome  yean  will  grow 
very  fair  wheat  after  wdl-managed  apring  cropa.  That  ao 
moeh  hind  fails  to  now  paying  crops  of  wheat  when  sown 
after  spring  crops,  where  hut  little  attention  is  given  to  the 
rotation,  and  the  wheat  is  sown  kte  on  badly-prepared  land, 
IS  not  surprising.    It  is  true,  rich  new  lands  have  grown  good 


wheat  in  tliis  way,  but  it  would  not  be  expected  to  see  them 
continue  to  do  so  after  they  have  been  a  long  time  in  cultiva- 
tion. But  in  sections  where  wheat  appean  to  be  gradually 
failing  under  bad  cultivation,  good  farming  and  fine  cultiva- 
tion ma^  still  grow  good  crops.  A  large  part  of  wheat  farming 
is  on  soils  of  this  character  and  condition,  and  a  large  share 
of  the  failures  and  light  crops  are  owbg  to  sowing  such  lands 
after  spring  crops,  where  the  land  is  not  well  managed,  suitably 
prepaied,  or  properly  manured.  A  far  too  common  practice  is 
to  brmk  up  an  old  sod,  phmt  to  com,  potatoes,  and  beans  two 
or  three  yean ;  sow  to  oats,  barley,  or  some  other  spring  crop 
a  year  or  two  more ;  and,  siter  the  land  is  thus  pretty  well  run 
out  with  spring  crops,  sow  to  wheat  and  seed  down.  Now 
this  is  a  very  bad  system,  or  rather  way  of  farming,  for  there 
is  no  system  about  it.  To  thus  reduce  the  soil  with  spring 
crops,  and  then  expect  to  ^w  good  wheat  with  the  scant 
preparation  nsuallv  given  in  such  cases,  is  taxing  the  soil 
severely.  Li  the  fint  place  an  old,  and  in  a  sense  exhausted, 
June  grass  and  timothy  sod,  with  most  likely  a  good  sprinkling 
of  wire  grass,  ia  not  a  good,  genial  condition  of  the  land  to 
atart  with ;  it  is  far  inferior  to  a  good,  dean  clover  sod.  This 
ohi  sod,  with  the  scant  cnltivation,  and  veiT  little,  often  no 
hoeing  given  to  crops  now-a-days,  will  seldom  be  well  sub- 
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doed ;  but  the  vire  g^M  (Poa  (mprnta)  roots,  like  those  of 
the  CanAda  thutie  and  auack  graw,  will  now  as  well  one  end 
up  as  the  other,  and  other  weeds  will  largely  work  in.  So 
the  spring  crops  are  none  too  dean  at  first,  and  gradnally  get 
worse  as  the  land  is  kept  under  the  same  general  management, 
until  the  last  crops  are  quite  fool  and  poor.  A  good  summer 
fallow  is  needed  to  subdue  sach  land,  as  ft  will  he  much  more 
difficult  than  when  the  sod  was  first  broken  up ;  and  no  one 
should  expect  to  now  good  wheat  by  the  usnal  practice  of 
merely  taming  under  the  stubble^  smoothing  down  with  the 
harrow,  and  sowing  ^and  harrowing  in.  Tnis  course  is  still 
worse  from  being  usually  done  rather  late.  Such  farmers  are 
not  generally  any  too  well  along  with  their  work ;  while  it  is 
a  very  common  practice  to  sow  the  summer  fidlows,  or  rather 
well  prepared  fields  first,  and  leave  until  the  last  such  fields  as 
are  least  prepared  to  grow  wheat  with  such  treatment.  Another 
bad  practice  is  to  plough  up  old  sod,  harrow  down  the  ftirrow, 
and  sow  wheat  immediately.  Timothv  and  June  grass  being 
also  cereals  of  a  similar  nature  to  wheat,  exhaust  the  soil  in 
mach  the  same  manner :  thus  learing  it  in  a  rather  bad  con- 
dition for  wheat  Besides  the  wheat  plant  is  a  delicate  feeder 
that,  unlike  corn  and  peas  which  do  well  on  a  fresh  sod,  must 
have  the  manure,  sod,  or  other  plant  food  well  rotted  and  pre- 
pared to  be  fairly  available;  while  an  old,  di^  sod,  ploughed 
under  in  dry  weather,  is  a  long  time  in  rotting,  bo  an  old 
iod,  freshly  ploof hed  under,  makes  a  bad  preparation  for 
wheat.  A  good  dover  sod  is  a  f^ood  deal  better,  as  that,  in- 
stead of  exhausting  the  soil,  furnishes  additional  supplies  of 
the  very  dements  most  needed  by  wheat.  A  dean  clover  sod 
also  rots  much  soouer  than  the  old  grass  sod  above  described, 
and  much  sooner  brings  the  soil  into  condition  to  give  the 
wheat  a  good  start  Bat  even  with  dover  it  is  much  better 
to  break  up  three  or  four  weeks  before  seeding,  as  it  is  better 
to  have  anv  sod  pretty  well  rotted  when  the  wheat  is  sown. 
It  is  true  that  very  ^d  wheat  is  in  many  cases  grown  after 
spring  crops.  On  nch,  dean  land  a  dover  sod  may  be  planted 
to  com,  the  next  sprins  sown  to  barley  or  peas,  and  be  put 
into  wheat  the  same  fall.  If  a  good  dover  stubble  is  turned 
under,  and  a  light  dxeising  of  manure  is  given  before  sowing 


the  wheat,  ^ood  eropi  should  be  grown  in  this  eoone.  Mi 
better  way  is  to  grow  a  crop  of  clover  between  tiie  WIej  aad 
wheat  Clover  tekes  well  with  barley,  and  csa  thu  be  gran 
between  two  exhausing  grain  crops  to  Ae  vny  beat  advutage. 
But  then  is  a  good  deal  of  barley  >nd  other  stobUe  thatk 
not  seeded,  and  that  if  the  hind  is  dean  and  well  pRpand, 
has  a  light  dressing  of  manure,  and  is  sown  in  good  kuob, 
will  grow  good  wheat,  and  good  dover  if  seeded  vith  tin 
wheat.  Of  course  it  will  be  best  to  sow  watt  land  to  vKeit 
this  fklL  But  where  the  most  of  these  iinuortut  imusita 
of  good  fiuming  are  wanting,  where  the  land  ii  not  well  nb- 
dued,  reasonabW  sure  of  a  good  crop  of  wheats  sod  of  good 
crop  of  dover  if  seeded  with  tiie  wheat,  it  will  in  moat  cua 
be  best  to  leave  it  and  make  a  thorough  sommer  foUov  ik 
next  season.  For  where  land  is  to  grow  whest  tnd  tvo  or 
three  crops  of  erass  from  oue  preparation,  it  payi  to  do  it 
well,  as  a  small  defldency  three  or  four  times  repeitedinu 
many  crops  will  much  mora  than  offset  the  cost  of  tlw  otn 
cultivation  needed.  In  preparing  land  for  wheat  it  aboaldte 
made  fine  and  mellow,  not  light  and  huffy,  but  rather  v^ 
worked  down  together.  It  cannot  be  too  weJl  and  too  fladj 
cultivated  and  comminuted,  but  may  be  too  looie  and  opa 
The  latter  is  sometimes  the  case  with  stabUes  thathafe  m. 
very  dry  and  have  then  gone  through  a  softening  prooeai  tbi 
farmers  call  **  sUldnff,**  learing  the  soil  very  hgnt  andopea 
when  ploughed.  Wnen  a  heavy  stubble  is  ploaghed  under  oa 
land  in  this  condition,  it  makes  it  still  worse,  to  that  nnkii 
there  is  considerable  rain  it  is  quite  diifiealt  to  work  the  toil 
down  and  make  a  good  seed-bed  for  wheat  Cn»-ph»Kyts 
a  fallow  where  the  sod  is  not  thoroughly  rotted  will  aometina 
make  the  land  qaite  loose ;  in  such  cases  it  is  often  best  to  oasit 
the  ploughing,  and  make  a  good  seed-bed  witii  the  hanov  lad 
cultivator  or  gang-ploagh.  Where  stubble  or  other  hnd  is 
too  loose  it  should  be  well  worked  down  with  the  harrov  aod 
roller.  The  plough,  gauff-pbagh,  and  cttltivstor  all  hare  i 
tendency  to  make  the  lazid  more  loose ;  but  a  goodharro> 
and  roller  make  it  fine  and  mellow,  and  work  it  well  tog^< 
Land  in  the  latter  condition  is  much  less  Hkdy  to  bsavc  vA 
frost  than  when  it  is  light  and  hviBj.^jMenem  Co.  Gm04m 


THE  AGRIOTJLTUEAL  EBTTJBNS   OF  AUSTEALIA  FOE  THE   TEAE  1869.70. 


The  usual  taUee  of  statistics  for  the  year  ending  the  81st 
of  Mareh  last  were  published  in  the  Government  Oeutette  of 
the  20th  of  Mav.  The  returns  for  shires  and  road  districts, 
which  embrace  the  whole  area  of  cultivation,  were  frmished 
by  the  local  councils,  and  special  agents  collected  all  other 
statisticsi  Nearly  the  whole  compilations  have  been  performed 
by  the  staff  of  the  Registrar-General,  and  it  is  bdieved  that 
snperior  accuracy  has  been  attained. 

The  returns  are  considered  to  be  highly  satisfiictoiy.  The 
meaning  of  this  is,  that  as  compared  with  reoent  years  then 
is  aatis&ctory  progress,  and  that  the  erop  is  a  good  one. 

At  we  do  not  wish  to  take  advantage  of  bad  seasons  in  order 
to  make  oompazisons  favourable  to  our  argument,  we  propose 
to  show,  by  a  comparison  of  the  whole  succession  of  seasons, 
how  far  this  colony  has  benefited  by  the  liberal  land  policy 
adopted  in  1862. 

Fh>m  Mr.  Ardiei's  tables  we  have  oompiled  a  table  showing 
the  two  prindpal  crops,  wheat  and  oats,  and  the  total  culti- 
vation compared  with  population  in  the  illibend  or  anti- 
■ettlement  Mriod— that  is  previous  to  186^— and  the  figures 
for  an  eoual  period  after  1862.  From  this  table  some  veiy 
curious  mets  appear. 

The  increase  per  cent  in  the  respective  periods  were  as  fol- 
^^ '  1st  period—       2nd  period— 

1864  to  1862.      1862  to  1870. 
Lm.  per  oent      Inc.  per  cent. 
Totad  aeres  oceupied ...       277        ...        228 
Aeres  cultivated        ...    1,168        ...  89 

Acre*^^ 2.607        ...         46 

j^w»o?*»      8,671        ...         69 

Topulatwa     77       ..,         ^ 


To  these  we  may  add  the  respective  per-oentages  of  frofna 
in  the  produce  of  wheat  In  the  first  period  the  inaeaaevii 
from  164,202  bushels  to  3,607 J27  bushds,  or  2240Mr osf. 
In  the  second  period  the  increase  was  from  3,607,7S7  haslxs 
to  6,697,066,  or  67  per  oent 

The  simple  exphmation  of  the  above  astounding  reaolta  is-- 
that  so  long  as  there  was  a  remunerative  local  isarket  for 
the  produce,  settiement  and  production  proceeded  at  a  railnt 
pace,  in  spite  of  alleged  illiberal  land  laws ;  bat  the  ffloaest 
the  DToduetion  reached  a  snrpluS)  for  whidi  no  narkei^ 
available,  progress  was  arrested,  and  must  have  beea  aneaW, 
at  whatever  price  the  lands  were  sold.  Thus  liberal  ]t^ 
tion  was  neoessarily  from  the  first  abortive.  TheeoltiTaba 
of  wheat  declined  for  yean  after  the  Duffy  Act  waspaflv, 
and  the  cultivation  of  oats  has  been  at  a  standstQl  ftf  kvo 
years. 

The  theory  was  that  by  cheap  land  not  only  wodd  ef^- 
'  1,  but  emigntion  would  be  stiaia]ated,aod 


tion  be  promoted^ 

population  be  immensdy  iniereased. 

this  theozy  to  be  false  and  ddusive. 


The  ooapariioB  pitr« 
We  have  dl  sloBf  a^ 


sorted  that  for  cultivation  the  first  necessity  of  progRsa «« > 
permanentiy  remunerative  maiket  for  the  ptodaee,  asd  tktt 
the  only  attractions  for  Immigration  were— first,  cheap  «saaf^ 
money  I  and,  second,  an  assurance  of  higher  «tea««sg*- 


Cheap  land  by  itsdf  to  the  1 


I  was  never  an  attractioL 


As  regards  cultivation,  the  tables  are  exoeedingWiBStncti^ 
For  ten  years  past  the  liberal  politicians  have  been  hkm 
hounding  on  our  population  to  seize  upon  the  haidi.  V»if^ 
occupations  were  a  aim.  and  a  type  of  barbarism,  and  the  p^ 
toraf  occupiers  must  be  driven  across  the  Uurngr.  Hawtw 
population  responded  f  Have  the  happy  homes  beea  e^ 
Ibhed,  and  the  turn  subdatuted  lor  statioaf    It  »  ^ 
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tint  nsM  180d  ImAwmh  (bur  a&d  five  millions  of  acres  of  the 
liest  si^riciiltand  lands  hiTo  been  taken  from  the  pastoral 
tnuiti,  and  all  hat  giTea  away  to  persons  professing  to  be 
igricnltonsts ;  hot  oT  these  lands  what  proportion  has  been 
cu^Tsted  may  be  estimated  when  we  find  tnat  in  1863  the 
amoont  of  cnfeTation  was  four  acres  to  five  persons,  while  now 
it  is  BO  more  than  eight  acres  to  seren  persons ;  the  pnipor- 
tioa  in  each  case  remaining  aboat  one  acre  to  each  inhabitant. 
The  Lemder  has  of  late  in  a  most  emphatic  manner  denoonced 
tbe  proposal  of  coltiTation  in  this  colony  for  the  production  of 
I  flurplna  for  eocport  aa  a  dehision  and  a  snare.  In  one  of  its 
pablicstions  it  shows  in  the  clearest  manner  that  the  two  oom- 
pditon  lor  potssion  of  the  world's  markets  for  oereak  are 


America  and  Russia.  The  JUader  points  out  that  even  America 
will  not  be  able  to  compete  with  Enssia ;  and  that  Australia 
can  compete  with  neither.  With  an  emphasis  which  reminds 
us  of  the  fox  when  he  oonld  not  get  the  grapes,  the  Leader 
consoles  its  readers  with  the  aphorism  that  a  country  which 
grows  wheat  for  export  is  always  poor.  But  we  imagine  that 
the  Leader  has  learned  this  rather  late  in  the  day,  after 
all  the  mischief  has  been  done,  and  that  the  business  of 
the  Leader  is  not  to  pronounce  aphorisms,  but  to  point  ont  to 
its  readers  what  other  crop  they  can  grow,  and  where  they  can 
find  a  remunerative  market  for  an?  sort  of  surplus  proanoe. 
The  unfortunate  dupes  cannot  feed  their  families  or  recover 
their  lost  capitid  with  an  aphorism.— Jfi;/doifni«  Eamomitt, 


MAKOHESTER    AND    LIVSRPOOL    AGBIOTTLTUBAL    SOCIETY. 
MEETING    AT    WI6AN. 


Oimiidfiring  how,  to  a  great  estsat»  if  not  almost 
oduively,  the  town  and  the  immediate  neighboor- 
Ibood  is  devoted  to  mannfiietDring  and  mining  pursuits,  it 
zsigbt  have  been  thought  that  an  agricultural  show  would 
foaiBSs  bat  few  attractions  for  such  a  plaoe  as  Wigan ;  but 
the  very  oppoaite  has  been  the  result,  and  there  are  few  towns 
in  Lancashire  which  could  give  the  Society  a  more  hearty 
velcome  or  more  liberal  support  than  has  been  accorded  by 
tbe  inhabitants  U  this  town  and  district  in  connection  with 
the  present  show. 

The  ahow  of  implements  and  machinery  in  motion  took 
place  on  the  Monday.  Wednesdav  was  the  most  important 
(iay,  but  both  days  were  marred  by  the  nnfevourable  weather. 
Toe  arxanpments  on  the  show-ground  during  botii  davs  were 
rerj  aatiafectonr,  and  consideraiile  credit  is  doe  to  the  new 
Mcrstai^,  Mr.  Kgby,  for  the  manner  in  which  he  discharged 
hii  dutaea.  Hie  show  of  oattie  was  alto^^sther  one  of 
the  finest  that  haa  ever  been  brought  together  in  oonnection 
vith  the  Society.  The  show  of  shorthorns  was  numerous, 
and  the  dass  indnded  some  capital  specimens  of  the 
breed  of  cattie,  but  the  quality  on  the  whole  was  unequal. 
The  show  of  horses,  like  that  of  cattie,  was  very  good,  and 
several  local  exhibitors  were  high^  successful.  There  were  178 
entries,  the  number  included  in  the  classes  limited  to  members 
resident  in  the  Society's  district— the  whole  of  south  Lanca- 
shire and  Cheshire,  within  a  radius  of  86  miles  from  War- 
rington market-gate— being  47.  The  brood  mares  for  breeding 
horses  for  dnaaht  purposes  constituted  an  exhibition  scddom 
Bict  with.  There  were  16  dlasses  in  the  competition  for 
sheep.  Any  deficiencies,  so  far  as  regarded  sto&  from  tiie 
aeighbonrhood  of  Winn,  or  Lancashire  generally,  were  more 
than  made  up  by  breeders  from  a  distance.  This  was  particn- 
lariy  observaUe  in  the  Leicester  dass.  The  prindpaf  prises 
offered  for  pigs  were  nearly  alL  with  the  eioeption  of  those 
for  the  black  or  Berkshire  breed,  giTea  to  Mr.  ftoter  Eden,  of 
Salferd. 

13ie  foUowiBg  were  the  Judges: 
C^nLK.*0.  Bray,  Holker  Gnnge(Newtoa-in-Carimd;  B. 

Baxter,  EUock  Hall,  SUpton;  W.  H.  Hawdon,  Walker- 

field,  Staindrop. 
HoMM  Oii^t).— G.  day,  Wem.  Shropshire ;  Wm.  Foster, 

jun.,    Bunadon,    Morpeth,    mrthnmberlaind.     Draught 

hones:  J.  Bromley,  Lanofliter;    T.  Gibbons*  Bumfoot, 

near  Carlisle. 
Shsepw—B.  H.   Masfen,  Fendeford,   Wolverhampton;    F. 

Speacer,  Cbobrook,  Lutterworth. 
PiGs.—R.  H.  Watson,  Bolton  Park,  Wigton,  Cumberland : 

T.  Bodds,  Mount  Pleasant  Wakefield. 
Chzxsx  uxb  BuTTUL.— G.  Jennison,  Belle  Yue,  Manchester: 

a.  Pedley,  Crewe. 
GxAd,  Ecxna,  iso  Stxss.— Mr.  Bothwell,  Croft,  Warring^ 

ton ;  Mr.  Honiby,  Mindiull  Vernon,  Middlewich. 
iMFLMuiTa^-J.  Whallsy,  Mm  Gieen.  Bold,  Warrington; 

J.J.Bowley,Rowthome,Chestaile]d. 


PRIZE    LIST. 
HOBSES. 

(Competition  limited  to  members  resident  in  the  Sodety'tf 
district). 

Brood  mares  for  breeding  horses  for  draught  purposes.— 
Arst,  second,  and  third  prizes,  T.  Statter,  jun.,  Stand  Hall, 
Whitfield,  Manchester. 

Brood  mares,  for  breeding  roadsters  or  Catriage  horses.— 
Pirst  prize.  The  Earl  of  Crawford  and  Balcarres ;  second,  W. 
Taylor,  BiUinge  Higher  End,  Wigan ;  third,  Thomas  Statter, 
Jan. 

Pair  of  draught  horses.^Pirst  prize,  Chas,  Wm.  Brierlev, 
Bhodes  House,  Middleton,  Manchester;  second,  H.  B.  H. 
Blnndell,  Deysbrook,  West  Derby,  Liverpool ;  third,  William- 
son Brotiiers,  Bamsddl  Hall,  Lawton,  Cheshire. 

Pair  of  agricultural  horses,  the  properbr  of  tenant  fanners. 
-—First  prize,  C.  W.  Brierley ;  second,  S.  Lees,  Preston  Brook, 
Cheshire ;  third,  T.  Statter,  jun. 

Three  years  old  colt  (gdding  or  filly),  cart  breed. — ^First 
prize,  W.  Darbyshire,  Morris  Brook,  Warrington ;  second,  T. 
Statter,  jun. 

Two  years  old  colt  (gelding  or  filly),  cart  breed. — ^First 
prize,  J.  Hampaon,  Wrightington,  Wigan ;  second,  T.  Har- 
greaves,  Oakhnrst.  Wigan. 

One  year  old  colt  (geldiag  or  filly).— Prize,  T.  Statter,  jun. 

Weaned  foal  (horse  or  fiUy),  cart  breed. — First  prize, 
Catherine  Waterwortii,  UphoUand :  second,  T.  Statter,  jun. 

Two  years  old  colt  (selaing  or  filly),  half-bred. — ^First  prize. 
The  Earl  of  Crawford  and  Balcarres ;  second,  J.  Prescott, 
Dalton  Grange,  Ormskirk. 

One  year  dd  colt  (gelding  or  fiUy),  half-bred.— First  prize. 
Dr.  M'Gregor,  Acton,  Weaverham,  Cheshire;  second.  The 
Earl  of  Crawford  and  Balcarres. 

(Open  for  Competition  to  the  United  Kingdom). 

Mare  or  adding  for  dranxht  purposes,  four  years  old  and 
upwards.— Mrst  prize,  C.  W.  Brieney,  Middleton;  second, 
Fearson  and  Knowles,  Ince  Hall  Collionr,  Wigsn. 

Three  years  old  eolt  (gdding  or  filly),  draught  breed.— 
first  jrize^  Williamson  Brothers.  Lawton,  Cheshire ;  second, 
"  Farm,  livi 


\  draught  breed. — ^First 
;   second,  Thomas 


or  filly),  draught  breed.— First 


Geo.  Woods,  Sefton  Hall  Farm,  ] 

Two  years  old  colt  ({(elding  or  filly 
prize,  P.  Martin,  The 
Statter. 

One  year  old  colt  ^ ^ 

prize,  T.  StaUer;  lecond,  P. 

Three  years  old  colt  (gdding  or  filly),  half-bred.— First 
prize,  H.  Inman,  Stretford,  Mandiester ;  second,  P.  Wright, 
MidiUewich. 

Two  years  old  colt  (ffdding  or  filjv),  half-bred.— First  prize, 
R.  Barton,  Birkenhead;  second,  T.  Shortrede,  Winstanley, 
\TLran. 

One  year  old  colt  (gelding  or  filly),  half-bred. — ^Birst  prize, 
J.  Wright,  Middlewicn ;  second,  A.  C.  Smethurst,  The  Limesr 

Weaned  foal  (hone  or  filly),  half-bred.— First  and  second 
prizes.  The  Earl  of  Crawford  and  Balcarres. 
BrcKid  mares  for  breeding  hunters.— Brst  prize,  N.  EUisoUr 
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St  HelenB ;  teoond,  £.  L.  Wright,  HindUy  Hall,  Wigan ; 
third,  T.  Statter. 

Roadster  (mare  or  gelding),  above  14  hands  2  inches  and 
under  15  hands  2  inches. — lint  prize,  T.  Statter ;  second,  H. 
8.  Woodcock,  The  Elms,  Wigan ;  third,  T.  Heald,  Oreenfteld 
House,  BiUinge,  Wigan. 

Cobs  (mares  or  ^peldings),  above  IS  hands  2  inches  and 
under  14  hands  2  inches.— First  prize,  J.  Fielden,  Lostock 
Orange,  Westhoughton ;  second,  P.  Martin,  The  Street,  ntar 
Chorlej ;  thiid,  W.  Woods,  Wigan. 

Ponies  (mares  or  geldings),  above  12  hands  2  inches  and 
under  13  hands  2  inches. — First  prize,  T.  Statter,  jun.;  second, 
T.  Bigby,  Bamhall  Farmj  third,  J.  Brookwell,  Wallgate, 
Wigan. 

Ponies  (mares  or  geldinn),  under  12  hands  2  inches. — First 
prize,  H.  Ashton,  Poleftdd  Ilall,  Prestwich ;  second,  J.  C. 
Bogerson,  Manchester;  third.  The  Earl  of  Crawford,  and 
Balcarres. 

StaUions,  thorough- bred,  for  getting  weight-carrying  hunters. 
Prize,  Sir  B.  T.  Gerard,  Bart.,  Garswood. 

StaUions,  for  getting  horses  for  carrying  or  road  purposes. 
—First  prize,  Lund  and  Redman ;  second.  Dr.  M'Gregor. 

Stallions  for  getting  horses.— First  prize,  W.  Shaw;  second, 
A.  Cook ;  third,  B.  G.  D.  Cook. 

Colts  (entire),  for  draught  purposes,  foaled  in  1868.— First 
prize,  W.  Barron ;  second,  Peazson  and  Knowles. 

Carriage  horses  (gelding),  above  four  years  old. — Prize,  £. 
L.  Wright. 

Ladies*  hackneys  (mares  or  geldings). — First  prize,  R.  and 
W.  Barton  ;  second,  M.  Banks. 

nUNTB&S. 

Hunters  up  to  14  stone  and  upwards. 
Extra  prizes  to  the  best  leaper  over  hurdles  and  water. — 
First  prize,  T.  Statter  jun. ;  second,  £.  L.  Wright ;  third,  R. 
A.  Butcher.    Leapers. — First  prize,  R.  A.  Butcher ;  second, 
E.  L.  Wright. 

Hunters  up  to  12  stone  and  upwards. 
Extra  prizes  to  the  best  leaper  over  hurdles  and  water. — 
First  prize,  A.  Cross ;  second,  E.  L.  Wright ;  third,  B.  Good- 
all.    Leapers. — ^E.  L.  Wright ;  second,  Mrs.  H.  Johnson. 

SHORTHORNS. 
(Open  for  competition  to  the  United  Kingdom.) 

Bulls  above  two  vears  old. — ^First  prize,  C.  W.  Brierly, 
Rhodes  House,  Middleton,  Manchester  (Bolivar)  ;  second.  A. 
Clough  Smethurst,  The  Limes,  Wigan  ;  third,  P.  Martin.  The 
Street,  Choriey. 

Bulls  above  one  but  under  two  years  old. — First  prize,  W. 
W.  Slye,  Beaumont  Grange,  Halton ;  second,  T.  Statter,  jun., 
Stond  Hall,  Whitfield,  Manchester;  third,  P.  Martin, 
Choriey. 

Bull  calves  above  six  but  under  twelve  months  old. — Prize, 
N.  Eckersley,  Standish  Hall,  Wigan. 

Cows  above  three  years  old,  in  milk  or  in  calf. — Yvni  prize, 
T.  Atherton,  Chapel  Houw,  Speke,  Garston;  second,  Lord 
Skelmersdale,  Lathom  House ;  third,  the  Rev.  L.  C.  Wood, 
Sinsleton  Lodge,  Kirkham. 

Heifers  above  one  but  under  two  years  old. — ^First  and  se- 
cond prize,  T.  Statter,  jun.,  Whitefield,  Manchester. 

Heifer  calves  above  six  but  under  twelve  months  old. — 
First  prize,  T.  Atherton ;  second,  T.  Statter ;  third,  J.  Wal- 
ton, HomclifTe  Quarries,  Rawtenstall. 

OrnZR  BREEDS  OF  CATTLE. 

Ayrshire  cow  or  heifer,  above  two  years  old,  in-milk  or  calf. 
— First  prize.  The  Earl  of  Crawford  and  Balcarres,  Haigli 
Hall ;  second,  T.  Statter. 

Welsh  cow  or  heifer,  above  two  years  old,  in-m'lk  or  calf. — 
Prize,  T.  Statter. 

Kerry  cow  or  heifer,  above  two  years  old,  in  milk  or  calf. — 
First  prize,  Rev.  J.  C.  Macdona,  Hilbre  House,  West  Kirby ; 
second.  H.  Inman,  Rose  Bank,  Stretford.  Highly  com- 
mended:  Rev.  J.  C.  Macdona. 

French  or  Channel  Island  cow  or  heifer,  above  two  years 
old,  in  milk  or  calf.— First  prize,  T.  Stretch,  Vine  Cottage, 
Ormskirk ;  second,  T.  Statter.  Highly  commended :  T.  Short- 
rede,   Park  House,  Winstanley,  Wimm. 

French  or  Channel  Islands  bull.— Tlie  Society's  silver  medal, 
H,S.  Woodcock,  The  El  nw.Wigsn. 


CATTLE. 
(Competition  limited  to  members  resident  in  the  Soaetj'i 
district.) 
Bulls  of  any  breed  belonging  to  landlords,  Uist  sre  illo«d 
to  serve  cows  of  their  tenants  gratis.— The  SocietVi  liliv 
medal,  the  Earl  of  Crawford  and  Balcarres,  Haigh  iiilL 
There  were  other  local  prizes. 

SHEEP. 
(Open  for  competition  to  the  United  Kingdon). 

LKICESTXKS. 

Shearling  rams. — First  and  second  prize,  E.  Bilej,K:|ij£( 
Cotes  Farm,  Beverly. 

Rama  of  any  other  age. — First  prize,  E.  Bikj ;  iceooJ,  I. 
H.  Hutchinson,  Catterick,  York. 

Ram  hunbs  (Leicesters). — ^First  and  second  prixe,T.lL 
Htttchinson. 

Three  shearling  ewes.— First  prize,  E.  Rilej;  tecosi,!. 
H.  Hutchinson. 

Three  ewes  of  any  age,  having  reared  lambs  in  lS69.-fint 
and  second  prize,  T.  H.  Hutchinson. 

Three  ewe  lambs.- First  and  second  prise,T.  H.  HatduBx;. 

SHROPSHIRE  Downs. 

Shearling  rams.— First  prize,  Sarah  Beach.  The  Ha^a^ 
Brewood,PenkridRei  seoond,J.Cozon,FreefordFarai,IicMeii 

Rams  of  uy  other  a^. — ^First  prize,  Sarah  Bach ;  kcou, 
T.  Johnson,  The  Hermitage. 

Ram  lambs,— ^First  and  second  prize,  Sarah  Beach. 

Three  shearling  ewes.— First  prize,  C.  R.  KeeUag,  Teftnr 
House,  Penkridge;  second,  T.  Nock,  Sutton  Haddock.  Shifi^ 

Three  ewes  of  any  age,  having  reared  Umbs  in  W-- 
First  prize,  J.Coxon,  Froeford  Farm,  lichfield ;  8eeoBd,C.S. 
Keeling. 

Three  ewe  lambs.— First  prize,  Sarah  Beach;  mmi  i- 
Coxon. 

Of  AMY  OTHER   KIND. 

Shearling  num.— First  prize,  S.  Jackson,  Cock  Hall.  ^'^ 
worth,  Rochdale ;  second,  L.  Duckworth,  Sheep  Hsj,  Btfi^ 
bottom,  Lancashire. 

Rams  of  any  other  age. — First  prize,  S.  JscksoD;  new. 
R.  Short  reed* 

Three  shearling  ewes.— First  prize,  W.  Midgcley.SiIist'-^ 
Old  HaU,  Ribchester,  Preston ;  second,  R.  Sbortmd. 

Three  evres  of  any  ace,  having  reared  Iambi  in  iSi^.-i^ 
and  second  prize,  S.  Ashton,  Timperley. 
PIGS. 

WHITE     BREED. 

(Open  for  competition  to  the  United  Kiagdom.       i 

Boars  of  the  btfge  breed,  of  any  age.— Pinfc  m  ff 
prize,  P.  Eden,  Crosa•lane^  Salford,  Msnchester;  tlu<  --  j 
£.  Dnckering,  Northope,  Kirton  Lindsey.  .   . 

Boars  of  the  middle-sized  breed,  of  any  age.~Knt  pn:'.''  | 
E.  Dnckering ;  second  and  third,  P.  Eden.  i 

Boars  of  the  small  breed,  of  any  age.— First  pritf  ,  I «?;  I 
second,  W.  Hatton,  Addingham.  Leeds ;  third,  H.Niel>i,  i» 
Grange,  Worsley,  Manchester.  .  , 

Sows  of  the  large  breed,  of  any  age.— First  prize,  Y.i^» 
second,  R.  E.  Dnckering ;  third,  J.  Birch,  Sefton,  Mighu 

Sows  of  the  middle-sized  breed  of  any  sge.— Fi»»* »"  * 
oond  prize,  P.  Eden  ;  third,  R.  E.  Duckeriog.  . 

Sows  of  the  small  breed,  of  anv  age.— Fint  priw.!  **■» 
second  and  third,  W.  Hatton,  Addingham,  Leeds. 

BLACK  OR  BERKSHIRE  BREED.  jM 

Boars  of  any  age.— First  prize,  M.  Walton,  Hilifa ;  «<■ 
and  third,  H.  N.  Abbinett,  George  Hotel,  Liverpool. 

Sows  of  any  age.— R.  Dnckering;  seeond,  M.  »«»! 
third,  H.N.  Abbinett. 

EXTRA  PRIZES.  ^ 

Competition  Umited  to  residents  within  a  radiib  of «« 
miles  firom  the  borough  of  THgan.  ,  ,  ^. 

Best  boar  of  the  large  breed.— Prize,  the  E«rl  ^  "^^^ 
ford  and  Balcarres.  .     _^t 

Best  boar  of  the  small  breed.— Prize,  T.  Comber,  IWd* 
Ncwton-le-WiUows. 

Extra  stock  pig. — Prize,  T.  Comber. 

GRAIN  AND  ROOT  CROPS.     ^  ^.   . 
Grown   in   1870.    (Open   for  compeUtion  to  the  ib-^ 
Kingdom.) 

GRAIN.  ^   ,  .^tf  J. 

White  whf.V,  not  less   than  S  bndieI».-Knt  P"**' 
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Cones,  New  Fann,   HorkU»e,   Nantwich ;  Moond,  J.  K. 
f ovier ;  third,  Richard  Beekett. 

Btd  or  yellow  wheat.— Finfc  prise,  F.  Lvthal,  The  Spittal 
Ftfm,  Banbaiy ;  seoond,  T.  Rigbyi  Bamhall  Farm ;  third,  J. 
Comes. 

White  oats  (any  TarieCy.)^Firat  and  aeeond  prize,  Yf. 
Birch,  Stand  Farm,  Aintree ;  third,  F.  Lythal. 

YeDow  oats  (any  variety .)—PnM,  H.  Wield. 

Blaek  oats.— First  prize,  F.  Lythal ;  second,  Henry  Nield ; 
third,  Stmael  ABen. 

Bariey  (any  variety.) — ^First  and  second  prize,  J.  Cart- 
vri^ht,  Speke,  near  Liverpool, 

Beans  (any  variety.) — ^Fint  prize,  F.  Lythal ;  second,  J.  K. 
Fovler. 

BOOTS. 

Six  n»t8  of  Swedish  tnmips,  anv  kind. — First  prize,  J. 
Cross,  Gidlow  Hoose,  Wigan ;  seoond,  the  Earl  of  Crawford 
and  Balcarres ;  third,  R.  Birch,  Orrell,  Liverpool. 

Sue  roots  of  any  kind  of  turnips. — ^First  and  seoond  prize, 
(he  Earl  of  Crawford  and  Balcarres. 

Six  roots  long  red  mangel  wnrzel.— First  prize,  J.  Birch ; 
Ncond,  J.  Whitwoith,  Measham,  Atherstone ;  third,  J.  Birch. 

Six  roots  long  red  mangel  wnrzel. — Prize,  J.  Comes, 
Horlestone,  Nantwich. 

Six  roots  any  kind  globe  mangel  wnrzel. — First  prize,  J. 
Whitvorth,  Athei«ton« ;  second,  J.  Birch. 

BoQQd  potatoes  (any  variety.) — ^First  prize,  H.  Neild, 
Worsley,  Mancheatcr ;  second,  B.  and  W.  Barton,  Leigh ; 
third,  J.  Cartwright,  Speke,  Liverpool. 

Flat  potatoes  (any  variety.) — ^First  prize,  J.  Bowlinson, 
Warrin^n ;  seoond,  J.  (^kell,  Ashton ;  third,  J.  K.  Fowler, 
Ajlesbory. 

CHEESE. 
(Open  for  competition  to  the  United  Kingdom.^ 

Foot  cheeses  above  501bs.  weight  each,  made  on  exiiibitor's 
£mB.~Fii8t  prize,  O.  Willis,  Winsford ;  second,  G.  Prescott, 
Middlswich. 

Four  cheeses  less  than  SOlbs.  each,  made  on  exhibitor's 
^m.— First  prize,  J.  Wood,  Over,  Cheshire ;  second,  T. 
Rnchett,  Tarporley. 

Foot  cheeses  maide  in  Lancashire  on  exhibitor's  farm,  not 
less  thsQ  201bs.  each. — ^Prize,  H.  Wood,  Croft,  Warrington. 
BUTTER. 

Six  half-ponnds  mnde  by  exhibitor. — ^First  prize,  Henry 
!«eild,  Worsley,  Manchester;  second,  the  Earl  of  Crawford 
and  Balcarres ;  third,  S.  Daviea,  Middlewich;  fourth,  £. 
TarDer,  Heywood. 

Six  hal^poonds  batter  made  within  seven  miles  of  the  bo- 
rough of  Wigan. — First  prize,  Jane  Gibson,  Haigli.  Wigan ; 
aecond,  the  Earl  of  Crawford  and  Balcarres ;  third,  R.  Taylor, 
A*poll,  Wigan. 

IMPLEMENTS. 

Agricoltoral  machinery  m  motion. — First  prize,  Pickslev, 
Sims,  and  Co.,  Bedford  Foundry,  Leigh ;  second,  J.  and  H. 
Kfjworth,  Liverpool. 

CoUectioa  of  £arm  implements  and  tools. — First  prize,  J. 
and  H.  Keyworth ;  second,  Picksley,Sims,  and  Co. 

Dain  vessels  and  ntensils,  best  assortment. — ^First  prize, 
John  Gidman,  King-street,  Knutsford;  second,  W.  and  F. 
Richmond,  Colne. 


Articles  of  domestic  nse,  best  assortment. — First  prize,  Wm. 
Bennett,  Liverpool ;  second,  A.  Lyon,  32,  Windmill-street, 
Finsbnry,  London. 

Stands  of  carts,  waggons,  and  drays  for  farm  and  town  pnr* 
poees. — ^Prize,  Henrr  Hayes  and  Son. 

Waggon  for  farmmg  purposes. — Prize,  H.  Braoewell. 

Two-horse  cart  for  general  farm  purposes. — ^Prize,  H. 
Bracewell. 

Beat  one-horse  cart  for  farm  purposes. — Prize,  Henry  Hayes 
and  Sod. 

Stable  and  cowhouse  fittings. — ^Prize,  Musgrove  Brothers, 
Belfast. 

Two-horse  cart  for  agricultural  purposes  suited  to  the  dis- 
trict, with  harvest  gear,  &o.,  weignt  not  exceeding  16  cwt., 
wheel  tyres  not  less  than  5  inches  wide. — ^First  prize,  H.  Brace- 
well  ;  second,  A.  Brown,  Cottage  Farm,  Haigh,  Wigan. 

Ploughs. — ^Double  furrow. — ^First  prize,  J.  Higson,  Man- 
chester (Howard,  maker)  ;  second,  T.  Corbett,  Shrewsbury ; 
commended,  Ransomes,  Sims,  and  Head,  Ipswich,  and  J.  and 
H.  Keyworth,  Liverpool.  Swing  plough.—- Trize,  D.  Harkes, 
Mere,  Knutsford.    Wheel  plough.— Pme,  T.  Corbett. 

Cultivator  for  two  or  more  horses. — ^Prize,  J.  Higson. 

Link  chain  harrows. — Prize,  T.  Corbett. 

Combined  mowers  and  reapers. — First  prize,  Pickslev,  Sims, 
and  Co.,  of  Bedford,  Leigh ;  second,  A.  C.  Bamlett,  of  Thirsk. 

One-horse  reapers  and  mowers. — Prize,  Picksley,  Sims,  &  Co. 

Potato  diggers. — A  first  prize  of  £6,  and  a  silver  medal,  had 
been  offered  by  the  society,  for  improved  horse  potato  diggers, 
but  there  were  only  two  competitors— Mr.  Henry  Neild,  the 
Grange,  Worsley,  Manchester,  and  Mr.  James  Hi^n,  SO, 
Thomas-street,  Manchester.  The  judges  considenng  that 
then  was  not  sufficient  improvement  on  last  jeer's  implements 
to  show  any  merit,  refused  the  medal,  and  divided  the  first  prize 
between  the  competitors. 

Mr.  Bamlett  has  refused  to  accept  the  second  prize  awarded 
to  him  for  combined  reapers  and  mowers,  and  forwarded  us  a 
letter,  which  he  has  addressed  to  Mr.  Rigby,  the  secretary  of 
the  societv,  in  which  he  says :  **  1  was  induced  to  compete  at 
your  trials  hj  it  being  represented  to  me,  by  your  local 
secretary,  that  I  might  expect  a  thorough  and  impartial  trial, 
and  that  the  judges  would  not  be  local  men.  He  also  very 
courteously  showed  me  over  the  trial  ground ;  one  portion  of 
the  meadow  was  of  a  very  rough  nature,  having  deep  furrows 
in  it,  which  would  test  a  mowing  machine  more  severely  than 
any  trial  I  have  hitlierto  been  at  in  Lancasliire ;  the  other 
portion  of  the  meadow  was  nearly  level.  Now  what  are  the 
facts  of  the  ease  P  The  judges,  instead  of  being  strangers, 
two  of  them  had  (this  season)  acted  as  judges^  viz.,  at  Bartle 
and  at  Blackpool,  in  which  thev  gave  their  decisions  in  favour 
of  one  particular  machine.  Was  it  likely  they  would  wish  to 
reverse  their  own  previous  decisions  P  Now  what  I  have 
mokt  to  complain  of  is,  the  judges  not  testing  the  machines 
both  on  the  rough  as  well  at  on  the  smooth  ground.  They  were 
requested  jointly  by  myself  and  Mr.  Kearsley  to  do  so,  and  we 
received  evasive  answers,  which  partly  led  us  to  expect  they 
would.  Had  they  given  us  a  straight-forward  answer,  telling 
us  thev  did  not  intend  testing  tne  machines  on  the  rough 
ground,  we  would  have  withdrawn  from  the  trial,  as  we  knew 
that  our  machines  would  have  shown  to  a  much  greater  advan- 
tage on  the  rough  ground." 


RICHMONDSHIBE    AGRIOULTUEAL    SOCIETY. 
MEETING   AT    LEYBURN. 


This  is  a  very  young  Society,  having  only  been  in  existence 
A  fev  years.  U  was  rounded  to  give  an  impetus  to  the  pur- 
tuts  of  fanning  in  the  district  of  Richmond,  and  so  much 
vfs  its  inflaenoe  and  usefulness  felt  that  last  year  the  com- 
nuttee  agreed  to  extend  the  sphere  of  the  Society's  opera- 
tioQs  by  embracing  the  towns  of  Bedale  and  L^bnm,  both 
of  which  places  had  previously  had  their  agricultural  Asso- 
oattons.  lastead,  therefore,  of  having  shows  at  each  of  theae 
towQ9,  tad  thereby  making  the  district  in  effect  "  a  house 
dnidod  against  itself,''  it  was  resolved  to  amalgamate  the  three 
lovni,  and  to  have  one  show  for  the  whole.    The  entries  on 


this  occasion  were  66  in  excess  of  those  twelve  months  ago. 
Two  new  features  were  introduced  into  the  show  this  year, 
namely,  a  display  of  poultry  and  an  exhibition  of  agricultural 
produce,  indnding  cheese,  butter,  turnips,  potatoes,  and  onions. 
The  two  cksses  of  [Shorthorn  bulls  were  all  pedigree 
animals,  descended  from  the  purest  blood.  A  silver  cup, 
given  by  Lord  Bolton,  for  the  best  animal  in  the  cattle 
classes,  was  awarded  to  Messrs.  Willis  and  Son's  Windsor 
Fitzwindsor.  The  sheep  department  was  of  a  very  good 
character.  We  may  mention  the  classes  for  shearling 
rams  and  tup  lambs  for  crossing  with  black'fiiced  ewes,  the 
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former  lUimlMiiag  twenty  and  the  latter  MTenteea  prite  ani- 
mali.  The  pigt  were  not  lo  nomerons  as  iheep.  The  boan 
of  the  large  and  Bmall  breeds  were  deatnring  of  pniiae,  and 
the  eighteen  animala,  bowb  of  any  age,  of  the  small  breed, 
constituted  a  formidable  competition  in  that  dass*  the  snooess- 
Inl  exhibitors  being  Mr.  Oreaves,  of  Clotherh^me,  and  Mr. 
Chapman,  of  Seamer.  The  section  of  horses  was  one  of  con- 
siderable interest,  and  this  department  is  always  the  source  of 
attraction.  The  classes  generally  were  well  filled,  that  for 
hunting  brood  mares  being  well  represented,  as  well  as  the 
dasses  for  two  years  old  geldings  or  fillies  and  colts  or  filly 
foak.  The  coaching  horses  were  no  less  commendable,  the 
scTcral  classes  in  the  aggregate  comprising  thirty-six  animals, 
whilst  the  roadsters  might  be  said  to  be  their  powerful  riTals, 
as  thmr  nnmbered  forty-two,  the  five  daascs  into  which  they 
were  divided  being  in  every  respect  worthy  of  the  Society. 

The  following  were  the  Judges : 
Cattle,  Liigxstir  Shup,  and  Pios.— Qeo.  Atkinson, 

Manor  I^irm,  Seaham;  and  John  Unthank,  Nethercales, 

Penrith. 
Horses.— Hnnters  and  Hacks:  A.L.  Maynard,  Sldnninff- 

groTc,  Bedcar ;  and  Henry  Lambert,  Middleton  Wda, 

Beverler.  Coaching  and  Farm  Horses :  N.  Clarke,  Beamish 

Park,  Fence  Houses:  and  Robert  Wade,  Little  Burdon, 

Darlington. 
LovG-wooL   AVD   Cboss-bred   Shiip.— Bobcrt  Wilson, 

Skiveden,  Skipton;  and  John  B.  Beckwith,  Winterburui 

Skipton. 
IVPLBMBNTi.— Tlios.  Scott,  Grantlcy,  Bipon,  and  Broom 

Close,  Boroughbridge  j  and  Bichaxa  Kay,  Forcett  Valley, 

Parlington, 

PBIZE    LIST. 
CATTLE, 

Shorthorn  bull,  two  years  old  or  upwards.— First  prise,  T. 
Willis  and  Son,  Manor  House,  Carperby ;  second,  J.  Barker, 
Middleham. 

Shorthorn  bull,  not  exceeding  two  years  old. — ^First  prize, 
W.  Linton,  Sheriff  Hutton*  lork;  second,  J.  Onthwaite, 
Bainesse,  Catterick. 

Bull  calf.— First  and  second  prises,  T.  Willis  and  Sou. 

Shorthorn  cow  or  heifer,  in  calf  op  milk,  three  years  old 
or  upwards.— First  prize,  H.  T.  Robinson,  The  Cliff,  Leyburn ; 
second,  W.  Linton. 

Shorthorn  heifer,  two  years  old,  in  calf  or  milk.— First 
prize,  J.  Onthwaite;  second,  T.  Willis  and  Son, 

Yearling  Shorthorn  heifer.— First  prize,  T.  H.  Hntchinson, 
Ifanor  House.  Catterick ;  second,  T.  Willis  and  Son. 

Heifer  calf.— First  prize,  J.  Onthwaite;  second.  T.  H. 
Hntchinson. 

Cow,  in  calf  or  milk,  for  dairy  purposes,  not  being  eligible 
to  be  entered  in  the  herd-book. — ^First  prize,  H.  T.  Robinson ; 
second,  T.  H.  Hutchinson. 

Two-years-old  heifer,  not  being  eligible  to  be  entered  in  the 
herd-book.- First  prize,  T.  H.  Hntchinson ;  second,  F.  Bods- 
worth,  Harmby,  Leyburn. 

Yearling  heifer,  not  being  eligible  to  be  entered  in  the  herd- 
book.— First  prize,  T.  Willis  and  Son ;  second,  T.  R.  King, 
Wynbnry.Holme,  Leybnm. 

Heifer  calf,  not  being  eligible  to  be  entered  in  the  herd-book. 
—First  prize,  T.  R.  King ;  second,  T.  H.  Hutchinson, 

Cow,  in  calf  or  milk,  for  dairy  purposes,  the  property  of  a 
cottager.— First  prize,  W.  Busby ;  second,  J.  Tomlin. 

B^  animal  (bull,*  cow,  or  heifer)  in  the  show.yard.— 

Prize,  Willis  and  Son.         

SHEEP. 

Best  Leicester  ram,  two-shear  or  upwards. — ^First  prize,  T. 
H.  Hutcldnson ;  second,  G.  T.  Carter,  Mill  Close,  Bedale. 

Shearling  Leicester  ram.-^First  prise,  T.  H.  Hutchinson ; 
second,  G.T.Carter. 

Leicester  tup  lamb.— T.  H.  Hutchinson ;  second,  T.  H. 
Hntchinson. 

Three  I^ioesterewes,  each  having  reared  a  lamb  this  season. 
— Fmt  prize,  T.  H.  Hutchinson :  second,  T.  H.  Hutchinson. 

Three  shearling  Leicester  gimmers.— First  prize,  T.  H. 
Hntchinson  j  second,  G.  T.  Carter. 

Ix>ng.woolled  ram.  not  being  Leicesters,  two-shear  or  up- 
^»r^/T?^7*Pn!?.W.  Baw,^H  EPingtoftj  seco^J.O. 


^vA  A.  Trotter,  TliomWn  Sti 


Long-wooUed  shaailiiif  naii»  «at beiagLBieeieB^T. E 
Robinson.  The  Cliff,  Leyburn ;  second,  J.T).  and  A.  Tnitter. 

Long-wooUed  tup  lamb,  not  being  LeiQesten.>^PnR, 
H.DoQaon,  Leyburn. 

Pen  of  three  long-wooUed  ewes,  each  having  resiei  a  luab 
this  season.-«-Fin[t  prize,  T.  H.  Hutohinson  i  iMoad,  J.  0.  ud 
A.  Trotter. 

Three  shearling  loag-wooUed  pmmen."-FintpriH^J.O. 
and  A.  Trotter ;  second,  W.  Raw. 

Ram,  two-shear  or  upwards,  for  croastag  with  Ua^heri 
ewes.— First  prize,  W.ThomneoB,  Lane  Houe,  Esit  Witta; 
second,  J.  Styan,  Monnt  Park. 

Shearling  ram,  for  orosaing  with  Uaek&eed  evBi.-IM 

frize,  J.  Lunbot,  Swinithwaite ;  second,  C.  Other,  Ba 
louse,  Leyburn. 

Tun  lamb,  for  oroaaing  with  blackfoaed  ewes.-*Iint  pue, 
C.  Whitdoek,  Harmlqr,  Lqrbum ;  second,  J.Bonett,  Prnta, 
Leyburn. 

Fen  of  three  ewes  (each  having  reared  a  lambtiusmn), 
for  breeding  rams  for  crossing  with  blackfooed  em.— fiitf 
prize,  T.  H.  Hutohinaon ;  second,  J.  Theakstoa,  LeybBO. 

Pen  of  three  gimmers,  for  breeding  rams  for  emnos  vitk 
blackfooed  ewes.— First  prise,  T.  Willis  and  Sos,  Cupeiiri 
second,  R.  Kirk,  Gayle  Bank,  Leyburn. 

Pen  of  three  ewes,  being  a  cross  firomablaekfiwdm- 
First  prize,  T.  £.  and  J.  Swale,  Middleham  i  seooad,  W.  fbn, 
Leybnm. 

Pen  of  three  gimmen,  being  a  croas  ftoma  Usekfieedm 
—First  prize,  H.  Walton,  Giagerfield,  RachmoBd;  kcoU,!* 
Wilkinson,  Cold  Storms,  Downhohne. 

Pen  of  five  twice  crossed  lambe.—-Fint  priie,  W.  Wika, 
Scales ;  second,  T.  £.  and  J.  Swale. 

The  best  ram  (not  a  Leioa«ter)w— Price,  J.  UBbert,of 
Swinnithwaito. 

BLACX-TACID  01  V0UNTAl2r  IHIIP. 

Ram  two  years  old  or  upwarda.— First  prise,  W.  BiMia, 
Weadknd's  Head  Yarm;  seoond,  Cass  Smith,  Wemriik, 
Yarm. 

Shearling  ram.~First  prize^  W.  Rodsdsle;  Meond,  ^ 
Smith. 

Pen  of  three  ewes,  each  haviBff  reared  a  buakthiiieMia-  | 

First  prize,  C.  Smith ;  second,  W.  Rndsdale. 

Pen  of  three  shearling  gimmera.— First  prize,  W.  B««k  i  | 
second,  C.  Smith. 

PIGS.  I 

Boar  of  any  age  of  the  large  breed.— First  priie,  W.  Bei*> 

dale ;  aecond,  G.  Chapman,  Seamer,  Scarbro^. 

Boar  of  any  age  of  the  small  breed.— First  prim,  0.  Qit^ 
man ;  second,  G.  Chapman. 

Sow  of  anv  age  of  the  large  breed.— Firrt  prise,  6.  Ckf- 
man ;  second,  W .  Rndsdale. 

Sow  of  any  ase  of  the  small  breed.^First  priie,  J.  Gfei«« 
Clotherholme,  Ripon ;  seoond,  G.  Chapman. 

Pig  belonging  to  a  cottager.— First  prize,  J.  WihoB,  m- 
ton,  Thirski  seoond,  J.  Speuoe,  Leyburn. 


HORSES. 

HUNTEBS. 


J.T. 


Brood  mare,  with  foal  at  foot  or  stinted.—Fint  vm*'}: 
Robinson,  Asenby,  Thirsk;  second,  G.  Kej«Q*  ^*^ 
Brompton.  „ 

Three-year-old  gelding.— First  prize,  R.  Brnotos,  Mflt», 
Middlesbro';  second,  G.Meynell.  „    .. 

Three-year-old  fiUy.— First  prize,  J.  Brby,  Kwr»' 
Thirsk ;  second,  0.  Stirke,  Barden  Lane. 

Two-year-old  gelding  or  filly.— First  prize,  R  E"***^ 
Over  Duisdale;  seoond,  R.  Bmnton. 

Yearling  gcdding  or  filly.— First  priz^  R  Bbb««*' 
seoond,  G.  T.  Carter,  Mill  Close.  ^_   .   j 

Colt  or  fiUy  foal,  to  be  shown  with  ^am.-'Fint  fj-j 
aose,  Whiteaside,  Reeth;  second,  £ev.  £.  C  W^ 
HauxweU. 

COACHIWG  H0MI8.  u 

Brood  mare  with  foal  at  foot  or  stiatei-nrrt  pni^  * 
Robinson,  Ghus  House,  Hauxwril ;  seooad,  M.  Aowoioh 

Three;year-old  adding  or  fllly.-Fiist  pme,  C  Sofb; 
second,  J:  Hopps,  High  Burton.  _  i/-d-«l 

Two-year^U  gelding  or  filly.— Rrrt  fS^.'J^r!^ 
8r9ckhg}we,Th9rpt9ii4^|f9W|  wwVW.WIm^WW* 
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Tflixliiigoolt  or  iUlT.— Tint  priio.  Bey.  J.  C.  Wharton, 
GilliBg ;  seeoDd,  C.  Stirke. 

Colt  or  ftUy  foal  to  be  ihovn  with  dam. — ^Fint  prize,  H. 
Eobinson ;  teoondyR,  II.  Jaques,  Eaiby,  Bichmond. 

E0A9STXBS. 

Brood  mare,  with  foal  at  foot  or  stinted. — ^First  prize,  A. 
HuxveH,  Thuik ;  eeoond,  Miis  Staiaton,  Haaxwell,  Bedale. 

Three-7ear-old  colt  or  flQy. — ^Fint  prize,  W.  Snowdon, 
Sliogsby ;  second,  O.  Morton,  Bedale. 

Two-year-old  colt  or  filly.— Fintpriae,  J .  T.  Stowell,  Faver- 
dale  Hoose,  Darlington ;  second,  W.  Snowdon. 

Yearling  colt  or  filly. — ^First  prise,  J.  C.  Wharton; 
ncood,  B.  Jackion,  Aindtfby  Myers,  Catteriok. 

Colt  or  filly  foal,  to  be  shown  with  dam.— First  prise,  J. 
Greaves,  Qotiierholme ;  second,  J.  Tidyman,  Bellerby. 

H0UE8  FOB  AGRICULTURAL  FURP0SB8. 

Brood  mare,  with  foal  at  foot  or  stinted.^Fir8t  prize,  J. 
HoppB,  High  Barton ;  second,  0.  Linton,  Bedale. 

Three-year-old  gelding  or  fiUy. — ^First  prize,  N.  Stonehonae 
lad  Son,  Skelton  Mill,  Marske-by-the-Sea ;  second,  Mrs. 
HedoD,  Hewfidd  House*  Baldersby. 

Tvo-jear-old  gelding  or  filly.— First  prize,  Mrs.  Hedon; 
McoQd,  W.  Pratt,  Fond  Hoose,  Bedale. 

Yearling  gelding  or  filly. — ^First  prize,  J.  Holmes,  Hanx- 
wcll,  Bedde ;  second,  J.  O.  and  A.  Trotter. 

Colt  or  filly  foal  to  be  shown  with  dam.— First  prize,  H. 
Walton,  Richmond ;  eeoond,  C.  Stirk,  Barden  Lane. 

Fair  of  hones,  either  aez,  to  be  shown  in  plongh  hamees.— 
first  prise,  J.  Ambler,  East  Witton ;  second,  J.  Onthwalte, 
Catteriek. 

SpiciAL  Prism. 

Four  years  dd  hnnting  gelding  or  flUy.— First  prize,  J.  B. 
Booth,  Catteriek ;  seeond,  &.  MetcaUe,  llalton. 

aisn  old  or  upwards  banting  gelding  or  mare,  by  a 
-bred  horse. — ^First  prize,  J.  B.  Booth ;  second,  C.  O. 
hfflond. 
Hone  or  maze  of  any  age,  which  ihall  leap  ftooei  for  the 


paipoee  in  the  best  style.— First  prize,  C.  Othtf,  Jan.,  Bich< 
mond ;  second,  C.  Bmc,  Malton. 

Hunting  selding  or  filly,  not  exceeding  five  years  old,  the 
property  of  tenant-fiurmers  or  tradesmen  residing  within  the 
limits  of  the  Bedale  Hunt. — ^Prize,  J.  S.  Atkinson,  Yafforth 
Lodge. 

Boadster  gelding  or  mare,  not  more  Uian  16  hands,  and  not 
less  than  foor  years  old. — ^lirst  prize,  J.  Bobinson,  Old  Mal- 
ton ;  second,  A.  HanxweU,  Think. 

Pony  gelding  or  mare  of  any  age,  and  not  exceeding  14 
hands  high.— Fint  prize,  A.  HanxweU;  second,  A.  Toong, 
Bichmond. 

Gelding  or  mare  for  single  harness,  to  be  driren  on  the 
gronnd.— Fint  prize,  T.  M.  Fryer,  Wensley  Hoose ;  second, 
C.  OUier,janr. 

CHBESE,  BUTTEB,  BOOTS,  &c. 

New  milk  cheese.— First  prize,  W.  Hewgill,  Bedale :  second, 
C.  Thompson,  Askrigg ;  third,  J.  Piekard.  Bedale. 

Batter.-Fint  prize,  W.  Trotter,  Bedale ;  second,  Mn.  C. 
Chapleo,  Leybnm. 

Swede  tamipa.— Pint  prize,  a  Stirk^  Bedale ;  second,  M. 
Bobinson,  Thornton  Steward. 

Yellow  bollock  or  white  tamips.- Prise,  W.  Trotter. 

KidncT  potatoes.— Fint  prize,  G.  Madd,  Bedale ;  second, 
T.  Mallaby,  Spennithome. 

Bound  potatoes.— Pint  prize,  W.  Ward,  Leybom ;  second, 
W.  Trotter. 

Onions.— Pint  prize,  G.  Mudd;  second,  B.  Hood,  Ley- 
bam. 

IMPLEMENTS. 

W.  Waide,  Leeds,  £1,  for  improTcments  in  barrel  chnm ; 
J.  Teasdale,  Bedale,  £1,  for  deven-row  steerage  drill :  C. 
Busby,  Newton-le-Willows,  £1,  for  plooghs ;  W.  Bichardson, 
Leybar]i2£l,  for  collection :  H.  Basoell,  i  ork,  £1,  for  assort- 
ment ;  W.  Mattiaon,  Bedale,  £1,  for  improrement  and  cheap- 
ness in  new  reaping  j-- -«---- 


CLEVELAND    AGBIOULTUBAL     SOCIETY. 
MEETING   AT   GUISBOBOUGH. 


The  dereland  is  one  of  the  oldest  Societies  of  its  dass  in 
Yorkshire,  baring  been  established  nearly  forty  yean.  It  has 
had  a  lon^  career  of  naefalneea,  harinjg  riaitea  repeatedly  the 
rhole  oi  the  towns  included  within  its  eztensiYc  area.  The 
dinlaj  of  cattle  was  a  credit  to  the  Society.  The  daaa  for 
bnUi  of  any  age  was  represented  by  eleven  animals,  the  pick- 
iag  oat  of  the  prize  beaata  being  a  work  of  no  little  difflcolty 
on  the  part  of  the  jodges.  Tne  cows  in-calf  or  milk  com- 
priied  eight  prime  head  of  cattle,  the  cows  for  dairy  purposes 
were  five  in  number,  and  the  other  classes  of  cattle  inclnded 
aoiouli  of  some  excellence,  the  general  remark  being  that 
there  was  not  a  single  mediocre  oeast  in  the  yard.  As  re- 
sided the  sheep  there  waa  mnch  to  commend,  and  in 
^he  pig  lection  were  many  excellent  animala,  the  boan 
of  the  large  breed  under  two  yean  old  all  being  without 
doubt  large  in  the  fuUeat  aense  of  the  word,  as  it  would 

ll«Bl^,i^^?^ fVl-     A. J  -  _  _  ... 


be  alaost  impossible  to  produce  animals  of  greater  weight  and 
^'  The  ClereUnd  Society  has  long  been  proTerbial  for  ita 
display  of  horaes,  and,  as  Gnisborouffh  and  the  district  around 
is  the  home  of  the  renowned  Cleveland  bays,  there  was 
>t  this  ihow  one  of  the  bat  arrays  of  prime  horses  that 
onld  wen  be  witnessed.  It  was  said,  indeed,  there  was 
«  thorough  weeding  out  of  inferior  cattle,  the  ownen  of 
^hieh  for  very  shame  dared  not  bring  bad  animals  to  disgrace 
the  show,  and  therefore  there  was  only  the  very  cream  of 
horseflesh  present.  The  Cleveland  bays  were  not  in  such 
^ge  force  as  usual,  but  their  qualitv  was  never  anrpaaaed, 
whether  aa  regarded  aymmetry  or  colour.  For  the  agricul- 
tural italliona,  adapted  to  improve  the  breed  of  agricmtaral 
hones,  the  tempting  prize  of  £40  was  offered,  but,  the  con- 
ditoDs  being  somewhat  strict  and  difficult  to  comply  with, 
there  were  only  three  entries.  The  termss  were,  that  the 
hone  receiving  the  prise  must  be  perfectly  sound  in  every 
^P«<*i  w4  be  re^oiie*  tq  travel  the  Kwm  q(  1871,  the 


route  within  the  district  of  the  Soeietv  to  be  ftied  in  accordauoe 
with  the  deeisbn  of  the  Council,  and  serve  nuues  at  not  more 
than  SOs.  each ;  the  £40,  which  was  the  gift  equally  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Guisborough  and  a  few  of  the  landownen  in  the 
district,  to  be  held  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary  of  the  Society 
nntil  the  conditions  be  compUed  with. 

JUDGES. 

CiLTTLi,  Sbkbp,  and  Pios.— S.  Bowlandsoo,  Newton  Mor- 
rell,  Darlinflrton;  G.  Atkinson,  Hall  Farm,  Seaham;  T. 
Outhwaite,  GoUsboro*  House,  Knaresborongh. 

HoRaKa.^Hunten  and  Special  Prises :  C.  Wood,  Booth 
Dalton,  Beverley ;  T.  Ellerby,  Whitwdl ;  W.  ficarth, 
Keventone,  Darlington.  Cleveland,  Bays,  and  Coaching  t 
J.  Johnson,  Brigham,  Driffield ;  J.  S.  Darrell,  West  Ayton ; 
J.  Outhwaite,  Bainesse,  Catteriek.  Draught  Horses, 
Boadsten,  and  Ponies :  T.  Scott,  Broom  Close,  Borough- 
bridge,  and  Grantley,  Bipon ;  P.  Stevenson,  Bainton, 
Think ;  J.  Harrison,  White  House,  Hiddlesborongh. 

Bgos,  Buttkk,  and  CHzrsx.— G.  Watson,  MiddlesSorongh. 

SHOBTHOBN  CATTLE. 

OPEN  TO  ALL. 

Bull,  any  age.— First  prize,  W.  Linton,  Sheriff-Hatton  ; 
second,  Jackson  and  Cleasby,  Wilton,  Bedcar. 

Cows  in-calf  or  milk.— Knt  prise,  W.  Linton ;  second, 
Bear-Admiral  Chabner.  Longhnll,  Guisborough. 

Heiien  in-calf  or  milk. — ^Bear-Admiral  Chaloner. 

DISTRICT  CLASSES. 

Shorthorn  bulls  under  three  yean  oldw— First  prise,  D. 
Hartley,  Westerdale,  Tarm  $  aeoond,  W.  Coates,  SkfOtoa, 
Msfake-by-the-Sea. 

Shorthorn  hulli  wdcr  two  jem  old.— Firrt  pri$e,  T.  C«rr^, 
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Morton  Carr,  Oreat  Ayton :  seoond,  J.  Peinon,  Ayreholme, 
Qreat  Ajton. 

Shorthorn  bnlls  under  twelve  months  old. — ^Prize,  C.  Smith, 
WesterdAle,Yarm. 

Shorthorn  cows  in-calf  or  milk. — ^Fint  prize,  I.  Garbntt, 
Brag  Hoose,  Famdale,  Kirbymoorside ;  aeoond,  C.  Smith. 

Cows  for  dairy  parpoaes,  in-calf  or  milk. — Virat  prize,  J. 
Herring,  AckUun,  Middlesborongh ;  second,  T.  Atkinson, 
Ingleby  Greenhow,  Northallerton. 

Shorthorn  two-year-old  heifers,  in-calf  or  in-milk. — ^Priie, 
I.  Garbutt. 

Shorthorn  yearling  heifers.— First  prize,  C.  Smith ;  second, 
I.  Garbutt. 

LEICBSTEE  AND  BLACK-FACED  SHEEP. 

DISTRICT  PRIZSS. 

Shearling  rams. — First  prize.  J.  Peirson ;  second,  R.  P. 
Petch,  Priest  Croft,  Marske-by-the-Sea. 

Two  shear  and  upwards. — First  prize,  J.  Peirson ;  second, 
B.  Jackson,  Thornton  Grange,  Stockton. 

Pens  of  five  breeding  ewes. — First  prize,  B-  Peirson,  Kirby- 
bridge,  Carlton ;  second,  T.  Bickinson,  Snmer,  Yarm ;  thira, 
R.  F.  Fetch. 

Pens  ot  five  shearling  gimmers. — ^First  prize,  B.  P.  Petch ; 
seooiid,  T.  Bickinson. 

Tup  lambs.— First  prize,  B.  P.  Petch ;  second,  T.  Bickin- 
son. 

Blackfaoed  tups.- First  prize,  W.  Budsdale,  Danby  End, 
near  Yarm ;  second,  C.  Smitb. 

Pens  of  five  black&ced  breeding  ewes.— First  prize,  C. 
Smith ;  second,  W.  Bndsdale. 

PIGS. 

DISTRICT  FRIZKS. 

Boar,  under  two  years  old,  of  large  breed. — First  prize,  W. 
Bndsdale,  Danby  End ;  second,  J .  Bussell,  Guisborourh. 

Boar,  under  two  years  old,  small  breed. — First  and  second 
prizes,  W.  Budsdale,  Danby  End,  near  Yarm. 

Sow  of  any  age,  large  breed,  in  pig  or  milk. — ^Prize,  J. 
Watson,  Great  Ayton,  NorthUlerton. 

Sow  of  any  age,  small  breed,  in  pig  or  milk. — First  prize,  J. 
Nightingale,  Gnisborongh ;  second,  W.  Dixon,  Marton,  Mid- 
dlesborongh. 

Grazing  pig,  the  property  of  labourers,  tradesmen,  or  me- 
chanics.— ^First  prize,  J.  Fidler,  Stokesley ;  second,  S.  Pitt, 
Hartoo,  Middlesborough ;  tliird,  J.  Ord,  Upsall  Pit,  Gis- 
borough. 

Litter  of  pigs,  under  eicht  weeks  of  age.— First  prize,  B. 
Fidler,  Stokesley ;  second,  B.  Jaokaon,  Normanby. 

HOBSES. 

Best  Cleveland  bay  brood  mare. — ^First  prize,  B.  J.  Sayer, 
Great  Avton,  Northallerton ;  second,  J.  Porritt,  Gnisborongh. 

Cleveland  bay  colt  foal. — First  prize,  G.  Sayer,  Holbeck ; 
second,  C.  Smith,  Westerdale,  Yum, 

Cleveland  bay  filly  foal.— First  prize,  B.  Welford,  Newton 
Mulgrave,  Whitby ;  second,  T.  Wood,  Skelton,  Marske-by- 
the-Sea. 

dereland  bay  yearling  flUv.— First  prize,  I.  Garbutt,  Fam- 
dale,  Kirbymoorside ;  second,  B.  WeUord. 

Coaching  brood  mare.— First  prize,  E.  Watson,  Maltby 
House,  near  Stockton ;  second,  J.  Featherstone,  Marion,  Mid- 
dlesborough. 

Coaching  colt  foal. — ^First  prize,  B.  Johnson,  Brotton, 
Saltbum*by-the-Sea;  second,  J.  Jackson,  Great  Ayton, 
Northallerton. 

Coaching  fiUy  foal. — ^First  prize,  Mrs.  F.  Stainthorpe, 
Newton,  near  Whitby ;  second,  G.  Coatee,  Bedcar. 

Coaching  yearling  gelding.— ^Fi<vt  prize,  T.  Curry,  Great 
Ayton,  Northallerton  J  second,  W.  Lancaster,  Cleveland, 
Northallerton. 

Coaching  two-year-old  gelding. — First  prize,  B.  Watson, 
Stockton  ;  second,  W.  Scarth,  Skelton. 

Coaching  two-vear-old  filly.— First  prize,  G.  Gill,  Brotton, 
Saltburn-by-the-Sea ;  second,  J.  C.  Johnson,  Manfield,  Dar- 
lington. 

Coaching  three-year-old  gelding.— First  prize,  T.  Jackson, 
Bamby.  near  Lythe ;  second.  Earl  of  Zetland. 

Coaching  thmi^r-old  fiUy.— First  prize,  J.  Featherstone, 
Marton ;  second,  W.  Wright.  Middlesborough. 

Boadster  brood  mare.— First  prize,  Isaac  Garbutt,  Brag- 


house,  Famdale,  Kirby  Moorside;  second,  T.  Usrriion,Vrittl- 
diake,  York. 

Boadster  foal,  colt,  or  fillv. — ^First  prize,  F.Efflmoni, 
Hnlam, Castle  Eden;  second, T. Harrison. 

Boadster  yearling,  colt,  or  flUy. — Fint  prize,  &.  JoriisoG, 
Bedcar. 

Boadster  two-year-old  colt  or  filly.— First  prize,  W.  Shv- 
den  and  Son,  Sluigsby,  York. 

Boadster  three-year-old  colt  or  filly.— Fint  priie,  f . 
Snowden  and  Son;  second,  H.  B.  W.  Hart,  DosningtoB 
Lodge,  York. 

Draught  brood  mare. — ^First  prize,  T.  Makin,  Fairinn, 
South  liilford;  second,  W.  B.  I.  Hopkins,  GrejIWen, 
Bfiddleaborough. 

Draught  colt  foal.— First  prize,  T.  Hakia;  iecoBi,T. 
Upton,  Fallathorpe,  Tadcaater. 

Draught  fiUy  foal.— First  prize,  A.  H.  T.  Newcoms,  Kirk- 
leatham  Hall,  Bedcar;  second,  H.  Trotter,  Usnkebytise- 
Sea. 

Draught  yearling,  gelding,  or  filly.— First  priie,  N.  StOB^ 
house  and  Son,  Skelton  Mill,  Marske4qr-the-Ses ;  wMi 
Wacd,  Pinchingthorpe,  Gnisborongh. 

Draught  two-year-old  gelding  or  filly.— Fint  prise,  Ma 
Ann  Headon,  Hew  Field  House,  Bildersby,  Think;  wcsd, 
N.  Stonehouse  and  Son. 

Drausht  three-year-old  gelding  or  filly.— Knt  md  noaa 
prizes,  N.  Stonehouse  and  Son. 

In  pairs  for  agricultural  purpoeee,  mares  or  geUugsu^ 
eight  years  old,  the  property  of  a  tenant  farmer.— fim  pme, 
T.  Curry,  Morton  Carr,  Great  Ayton,  Northallerton ;  iwnd, 
W.  and  J.  Wilson,  Longlands  Farm,  Middlesboroagh. 

Pair  of  young  draught  horses,  mares  or  geldiogi,  eitlur  tvo 
or  three  years  old,  the  band  fide  property  of  one  or  two  per- 
aons  resident  within  the  district. — First  prize,  N.  StosdiMx 
and  Son ;  second,  N.  Stonehouse  and  Son  and  R.  Ste? eMoi. 

Mare  or  gelding  under  eight  years  of  age,  from  13  to  U 
handa  2  inches  high.— First  price,  J.  S.  Dandl,  Wot  Ajtoi; 
second,  H.  J.  Curry,  Stocton-on-Tees. 

Mare  or  gelding  under  eight  years  of  age,  not  to  vum  13 

inda  high.— First  prize,  J.  T.  Wharton,  Skdtos  Ciitlti 
second,  A.  Hauxwell,  Thirsk. 

Hunting  brood  mare.— First  prize,  J.  T.  Robinson,  I/eiq 
Palace,  Asenby ;  second,  R.  Jackson,  Normanby. 

Hunting  colt  foaL— First  prize,  J.  T.  Bobiason;  lecosd,  I. 
Boys,  Fryup,  Danby  End. 

Hunting  filly  foal.— First  prize,  J.  Dodsvorth.  Giai 
Stainton ;  second,  Paul  Shimmina,  Bbckhouse,  Whitby. 

Hunting  yearling  geldin^.^Rrst  prize,  Pi«ul  ShuaBO-s 
second,  J.  Mewbum,  Fell  Bnggs. 

Hunting  yearling  filly.— First  prize,  B.  Emmenon,  Dia*-' 
Grange,  Darlington ;  second,  A.  H.  T.  Newoomen,KirifitM£ 
Han,Redcar. 

Hunting  twoyear-old  gelding.— Fint  jprize,  J.  ^^ 
Barton- le-Street,  Malton;  second,  B,  F.  Treabolfli,  Btiw- 
wick,  Sedgefield. 

Hunting  two-year-old  fiUy.— First  prize.  J.T.BobiasB, 
Leckby  PaUce,  Asenby;  second,  T.  Bnidley,  Newtoa,  Greii 
Ayton. 

Hunting  three-year-old  gelding — First  prise,  K-Brsitfl^ 
Marton  ;  second,  W.  Ward,  Banniel  FUt,  Whitly. 

Hunting  thiee^year-old  filly.— First  prize,  B.  Jscbos,  .w 
manby ;  second,  W.  A.  Loy,  Great  Ayton. 

SPECUL  PBIZES. 

AGRICULTURAL  STALLIONS. 

Stallion  adapted  to  improve  the  breed  of  agricaltj^l}«* 
—Prize,  T.  Johnson,  Beaumont  Hill,  Darlington  (Prwuff) 

Five  years  old  and  upwards  hunting  gdding*.  g,. 
thoroughbred  horse.— First  prize,  J.  B,  Booth,  KillffbyK»^ 
Cattenck ;  second,  J.  S.  Darrell,  West  Ayton.  , 

Five  years  old  and  upwards  hunting  mare,  by  s  thorMp 
bred  horse.— First  prize,  Udy  de  L'lSe  snd  Dsdley .  l»fWJ 
Manor,  Northallerton ;  second,  B.  C.  Walker,  Gr»thi-. 
Stockton.  ,^   ji  ...- 

Four  years  old  hunting  gelding,  by  a  thoroughbred  hor» 
First  prize,  J.  B.  Booth ;  second,  W.  Stephenson,  Cottv 
ham,  Hull.  ,         .  r^  !.„«.- 

Four  years  old  hunting  mare,  by  a  thorouriibrri  lwn\ 
First  prize,  J.  Harrison,  Bedcsr ;  second,  S.  i>  ^^'"^ 
Windle  Beck,  Qanton. 
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fBlding  or  mare  of  way  afe,  bj  a  Ihorouffbred 
L  had  been  hunted  duiiur  the  lut  teuon  wita  tho 
r  Hnrworth  hoaiidi.^Iiiit  priie,  O.  Eobimon, 
,  MiddkdMnmgh ;  Meond,  T.  FMdf,  Skeltoa,  Manka- 
lij.the-Sea. 

Hona  of  whj  afe,  lei,  or  bread,  whieh  jampad  the  aiiiftcial 
feMCi  ia  thabert  atj&B.— lint  priia,  W.  DoalL  Low  Borrowby, 
Hiaderwall,  Saltbttra^by^ha-Seai  M»d»  B.  JaekMB,  Nor- 
ma&b/,  Middleeborongh. 
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Roadtfter,  gelding  or  mare,  not  more  than  15  hande  2  inches 


itoautftar,  geuimg  or  mare,  not  more  tuan  lo  uanoe  »  mcnes 
high,  and  not  Ie«  than  fiwr  but  under  eight  jaait  of  ago, 
qiulifled  to  carrr  13  itonai  weight  on  the  ioad.«»Fint_nriia9 
J.  Bobeoa.  Old Maltons  eeoo2t  A.  Hauwdl,  Todc  I^ion 
Bank,  Think. 

Lidiei'  haekney,  gelding,  or  mare,  not  exoefdinff  16  hands 
8  inehee  high,  and  not  lees  than  four  bnt  under  eight  ymn  of 
--!.— Knt  prite,  J.  Grose,  B "-"  urui^r. a 

Biekineon,  Soqner,  Yarm. 


age.— First  prite,  J.  Cross,  Buswarp  Hall,  Whitby ;  secoad, 
T.  B'  • ' 


STOW-ON-THB-WOLD  AND   OHIPPING-NORTON  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY. 

MEETING  AT  CHIPPINO  NOBTON. 


-  The  annnal  show  was  held  on  Sept.  7th.  The  animals 
shown  were  not  very  numerons,  bat  some  valuable  hnnten 
were  on  the  around.  Then  were  also  one  or  two  bulls  exhi- 
bited whieh  distinguiihed  thamselTes  at  the  Boyal  Show  this 
year.  Among  the  sheep  the  point  of  attraction  were  three 
Abysmnian — a  nm  and  ewe  with  a  lamb.  The  ram  and 
ewe  wwe  hnrnght  to  this  country  from  Abyssinia  by  Mr. 
Sootham,  of  Chipping- Norton,  who  was  eagaged  in  the  trans- 
poit  serriee  during  the  bite  war,  and  by  him  preseatcd  to  Mr. 
lUiss,  the  Plrasident  of  the  year.  Sinoe  then  the  hmb  has 
been  dropped,  and  the  three  shown  together  attraeted  mueh 
atteation.  There  is  nothing  beyond  their  strange  appeannee 
to  recommend  them ;  they  an  small,  ragged-lookbg,  and  by 
no  means  gaiaiy.  Some  prime  speciomas  of  Gloucester  cheese 
were  exhibited* 

The  Jadges  were :  For  Stock,  Mr.  Uewer,  of  fair  Green,  and 
Mr.  Sanent ;  for  Hones,  Mr.  A.  Bushout  and  Mr.  T.  A. 
Cook,  of  Sherborne.  The  following  is  a  list  of  their  awards . 

CATTLE. 

Best  bull,  coWf  and  oflkpring,  the  oaft  not  to  exceed  twelve 
moathi  obL— Pnae,  G.  Game,  Broadmoor  Esrm. 

Best  bull  of  any  breed,  exceeding  two  yean  old. — ^Prixe,  G. 
Game,  Chnrehill  Heath. 

Best  buU  of  any  breed,  under  two  yean  old. — First  prize, 
T.  Game,  Broadaioor  farm ;  second,  M.  Savidge,  Sarsdrn 
Lodge. 

Bat  breediag  cow,  of  any  breed,  and  being  in  actaal  milk 
on  the  day  of  exhibition.— First  prixe,  G.  Game;  second,  G. 
Game. 

Best  pair  of  heiliMrs,  above  two  and  not  three  yean  oU.— 
Prixe,  Q.  Game. 

Best  jpair  of  heiCnrB,  above  one  and  not  two  yean  old.— 
First  prar,  T.  Game;  second,  G.  Game. 

SHEEP. 

Best  long-woil  ram,  exceeding  the  age  of  two  yearsw— Priia, 
W.  Cother,  Middle  Aston. 

Beit  long-wool  shearfaog  ram.— First  prixe,  Exeentonof 
tbe  late  T.  Gillett,  Kilkenny ;  second,  Exeenton  of  the  late 
T.  GUIett. 

Best  long-wool  breeding  ewes,  each  to  have  brought  up  a 
kmb  this  seaeoiL— Priie,  J.  W.  Kimbar,  Shipton-undar-Wyeh- 
wood. 

Tta  best  long-wool  breeding  theaves.— Prize,  J.  W.  Kfanbcr. 

Best  Oxfcrfihin  Down  shaarhog  ram.— Prixe,  G.  Wallis, 
OldShilbfd. 

Best  six  Oxlbrdshiie  Down  breeding  ewes.- Prixe,  G.  Wattis. 

Tte  best  stodL  ewes,  of  any  other  short-wool  breed,  each 
having  brought  up  a  hah  this  season.— Prixe,  J.  W.  Comely, 


nG8. 

Best  boar  of  anv  breed,  eieeeding  the  age  of  one  year.— 
Prixe,  J.  Wheeler,  Long  Comoton. 

Best  boar  ot  any  breed,  nnoar  the  age  of  one  yaar.i-»PriiB^ 
J.Whaabr. 

Best  breediag  sow,  of  any  age,  with  a  Utter  of  pigs  nadar 
tea  weeks  old.— Prixe,  J.  Wheeler. 
^   Six  best  pigs  of  a  litter,  oLuy  breed,  not  exceeding  the 
age  of  four  months.— Prixe,  J.  Whealeri 


AGBICULTUBAL  HOBBES. 

Best  draught  stallion  that  has  served  mares  witliin  ten  miles 
of  Stow  or  Chipping-Norton.— Prize,  T.  Home,  Moreton- 
in-Manh. 

Best  mare  for  agricnltural  purposes,  and  foal,  her  own  off- 
spring.—Fint  prize,  W.  Hnristoa,  Ditehford  Friary ;  second, 
T.  Home. 

Best  cart_gelding  or  ftlly,  two  yean  old.— Fint  prize,  Lord 
Bedeidale,  Batofoid  Park ;  second,  J.  Thyer,  Cricklev  HilL 

Best  yearling  cart  colt  or  ftlly.— Pint  prize,  W.  Uarlston; 
',T.  florae. 


HACKNEYS  AND  HUNTEBS. 

Best  hackaey,  not  exceeding  six  year  oU.  or  16  hands,  and 
capable  of  carrying  H  stone.— fin  prize,  T.  Sargeant, 
Churchill;  second.  £.  Bighton. 

Best  horse  or  fiJlv,  four  yean  old,  bred  within  11  miles  of 
Stow  or  Chipping-Norton,  possessing  or  promising  to  possess 
the  qualities  of  a  hunter.- Prixe,  W.  Hurlston 

Best  weight-carfyittghnnter,notexceedina  seven  yean  old,the 
property  of  a  tenant  farmer  or  his  son,  ridden  Ust  season  with 
the  Heythrop,  Cotewold,  North  Cotewold,  or  Warwickshira 
hounds,  and  capable  of  carrying  li  stone.- Prize,  T.  Saigent. 

CHEESE. 
To  the  exhibitor  of  the  best  ewt  of  thick  cheese,  not  more 
than  three  cheeses  to  the  cwt.,  made  from  land  in  bis  occupa- 
tion.—Prixe,  Mn.  S.  ^rakins. 

At  the  dinner  Mr.  Hjknlbt,  M.P.,  said :  Passing  to  the 
businees  of  the  day,  he  was  sorry  to  ssv  that  he  could  not 
congratulate  them  on  the  appearance  of  the  show.  He  had 
certainlv  seen  better  exhibitions  in  Chipping-Norton  and 
Stow ;  but  the  present  meeting  was  so  dose  upon  othen  in 
the  county  that  one  and  all  of  thcHL  more  or  less,  were  not 
quite  in  so  henlthy  a  stete  as  they  ought  to  be.  He  had  been 
obserring  an  intneeting  sight  that  day;  he  had  seen  the 
labonren  receiving  their  rewards  at  the  hands  of  the  secretery, 
and  he  had  been  led  to  think  that  this  was  one  of  the  best 
fbatares  of  the  exhibition,  a  feature  which  placed  the  show 
above  maiiy  othen  of  ite  dees.  Although  the  rewards  were 
comparatively  small,  the  people  among  whom  they  were  dis- 
tributed valued  tham  mnmi  aoove  their  intrinsic  worth  when 
they  were  gained. 

Coloael  North,  M.P.,  reooUeeted  having  seen  the  show- 
vaid  better  filled  in  foaner  vean;  but  this  year  the  county 
had  had  a  great  national  exhibition,  and  that  miaht  have  had 
something  to  do  with  the  fidling  off  in  the  hMal  shows,  and 
with  the  exhibition  of  that  day. 

Mr,  Cabtwught,  M.P.,  said :  Not  many  weeks  ago  the 
crops  of  fkanee  were  ripening,  and  now  moat  of  tham  wan 
burned  or  dastrwed  bv  the  contending  armies.  He  had  re- 
cendy  vsturaad  mm  tte  scene  of  the  war,  having  crossed  the 
Bhine,  and  seen  the  valley  of  the  Moselle.  Tbe  peasantry 
had  been  endeavouring  to  get  in  and  gamer  their  crops,  and 
he  had  been  pleased  to  sse  the  machinery  in  motion  lor  that 


been  pleased  1 
purpose  on  the  varivos  brms.  On  many  of  the  farms  in  that 
district  lie  found  that  an  Oxfordshire  mannfbetnrer  was  wall 
known  and  highly  appreciated  by  tte  ooenpmn,  and  te  had 
frequenUy  seen  tbe  name  of  Mr.  Samnalion,  of  Banbury,  on 
nahy  of  the  implcitents. 
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THE   LEIOESTEBSHIEB   AOBIOULTUEAL   SOCIETY. 
MEETING  AT  HINCKLEY. 


OngiiudlTthe  Leioeitenhire  Sodflty,  tiui  next  amalgamated 
with  the  Waltham  Anociatioii,  and  nltunately  joined  the 
Sparkoihoe  Clnh,  which  had  proved  to  niooeaifbl  on  ihe  sooth- 
em  tide  of  the  shire,  and  year  by  ^rear  has  grown  into  its  pre- 
sent dimensions.  Owing  to  Tanons  canses,  the  meeting 
was  hardly  ezMctedto  be  so  large  as  that  of  last  year,  held  at 
Ashby.  Local  drcomstances,  or  other  reasons,  wonld  prevent 
its  attracting  so  many  visitors ;  hnt,  althoogh  the  latter  exhi- 
hited  a  falling-off  as  compared  with  the  attendance  at  Ashbv, 
in  the  show  itself,  as  regards  entries,  there  were  no  gronnos 
of  complaint  Of  horses  of  all  kinds  there  was  a  very 
very  fiur  show,  and  altogether  the  chief  featore  of  the  meet- 
ing. Of  sheep  the  show  was  not  large  bnt  still  some  veiy 
nselnl  animals  were  penned.  Mr.  Isaac  Wooton*8  cross-bred 
sheep  were  very  commendable,  as  also  were  the  ewes  exhibited 
by  Mr.  T.  W.  D.  Harris,  Wooton,  Northampton ;  Mr.  W. 
Everard,  Narboroogh  Wood  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Baker,  Moor 
Bams,  Atherstone.  Among  Leicesters  the  competition  was 
comparatively  small,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  breed 
oaght  to  be  well  represented  in  the  connty  firom  which  it  takes 
Its  name.  There  were,  however,  onl^  three  competitors  for  pnre 
Leicesters.  The  ewes  and  theaves  in  the  long«wooi  class  were 
of  very  good  quality,  and  the  Shropshires  were  creditable. 
The  catUe  were  well  represented.  Mr.  W.  Bradshaw's  bull, 
White  Satin,  was  mnch  admired,  and  secured  the  head  prize ; 
while  a  very  fine  bnll-calf  nnder  one  year  old,  named  Ctesar, 
the  property  of  Mr.  £.  H.  Cheney,  Qaddesby,  Leicester, 
Cttracted  much  attention.  Of  pigs  there  was  a  good  show. 
oomprisiAg  boars,  breeding  sows,  and  breeding  pigs. 

Tne  cheese  and  batter  were  exhibited  in  a  tent  and  proved 
a  capital  show,  the  competition  in  cheese  being  very  dose. 
Among  the  suocessfol  competitors  were  Mr.  T.  Oakey,  Nor- 
manton-le-Heath :  Maria  Barrs,  Oddstone  Hall ;  Mr.  W. 
Grewoook,  Barwell  Fields ;  and  Mr.  J.  Garratt.  Three  cheeses 
made  on  the  Derby  Factory  svitem,  exhibited  by  Mr.  S.  C. 
Pilgrimi  were  highly  commended,  although  not  for  competi^ 
tion.  Mr.  W.  N.  Berrv  took  the  head  prize  fbr  batter,  of 
which  there  was  but  only  a  small  supply.  The  poultry  sped- 
meni  shown  were  of  a  satisfketoiy  character. 

PaiZE     LIST. 

JTTSOXS! 

Bunting  and  Hack  HorBes.~J.  H.  Bland,  Thorpe  Lodge, 

Newark;  J.  M.  K.  Elliott,  Heathercote,  Towoester;   G. 

Higffins,  Bedford. 
Cart  Blorses.— J.  EarL  Earls  Barton.  Northampton ;  T.  Mar- 

ris,  the  Chase,  XJlceby ;  J.  W.  Ladkin,  Lutterworth. 
Long-wooUed  Sheep.W.  Earl ;  T.  Marris. 
Short-wooUed  Sheep  and  Pigs.— G.  A.  May,  Elford  Park, 

Tamworth ;  E.  Brown,  Wiggington  House,  Tamworth. 
Catt]e.^M.  Savidge,  Sarsdon,  Chipping  Norton  s  J.  Lyon, 

Church  Farm,  Sbioxton. 
Cheese  and  Butter:  E.  Mill,  Wolverhampton;  W.  Nuttall, 

South  Croxton. 
Implements.-^.  C.  Hioken,  Dunchuxoh. 

HOBSES. 

Best  hunter,  geldmg  or  mare,  not  less  than  five  vears  old  and 
under  ten  (open  to  aU  England).— First  prize,  £20,  S.  Gale, 
Oanou  Ashby,  Daventiy;  second,  £6,  J.  E.  Bennett,  Hus- 
bands Boswortfa  Grange,  Eugby.  Commended,  J.  Brage, 
Moulton  Lodge,  Northampton. 

Qelding  or  flUy,  four  years  dd,  adapted  for  hunting  pur- 
poses.—Fint  prize,  £16, 0.  Bass,  Bagwortfa  Pferk,  Ldcester ; 
second,  £6,  C.  A.  Pratt,  Shenton,  Nuneaton.  Commended, 
J.  Wakditt,  Bavensthorpe,  Northampton. 

Gddinff  or  filly,  three  years  old.  adapted  lior  hunting  pur- 

poses^First  prize,  £10,  A.  J.  Milner,  Kinoulton,  Notttng- 

ham;  seoond,  £6,  F.  L.  Ward.  Barton  Overy,  Leicester. 

Commended,  G.  J.  Mitohdl,  Newton  Mount,  Barton-on-Ti«nt. 

-      adding  9r  ftUy,  tvoycMi  ^  adapted  tor  hwitiii^pur. 


poses.— Prize,  £5,  G.  Hill,  EdBnhAm,Bowm,Linedn.  HigUr 
commended,  G.  J.  MitchdL  Commended,!.  Wood,  Aitos 
Flamville,  Hinckley. 

Mare  calculated  to  breed  hnnteis.— First  prise,  £10,  J. 
Torbett,  Eosliston,  Burton-on-Trent ;  second,  £5,  J.  Bale, 
Wdvey,  Hinckley.  Commmended,  T.  Oakey,  Noimntos-le. 
Heath,  Ashby. 

Hack,  not  less  tiian  14|  hands  and  not  exoeediBg  15  luils 
1  indi  high.— First  prize,  £7,  B.  Milward,  Thurgsitos  Frioy. 
SouthweU ;  second,  £3,  C.  S.  PilgriBi,The  Ontwood^ Bjickkf. 
Highly  commended,  Mijor  Wollaston,  Shenton  Hul,  oar 
Nuneaton.  Commended,  J.  Davis,  Gartiee  House,  Leioester. 
The  class  generally  commended. 

Cob.  not  exceeing  l^hands.- Krstprize,£6,K,MiM 
Thurgarton ;  second,  £2,  W.  H.  Harrison,  Oxeudos  Howe, 
Northampton.    Commended,  fi^  Milward.  ^  tv 

Pony,  not  exceeding  ISJ  hands.— Rrst  priie,  £6,  Sir  I V. 
C.  Hartopp ;  second,  £2,  J.  H.  LiUey.  J««*  Gtur 
Leicester.    Commended,    Isaac  Berridge,  North  filvortii, 


Ueiding  or  filly,  two  years  old,  for  purposes  of  ipicaltan. 
—First  prize,  £5,  S.  Bacon,  Batdiffe  Culqr,  AthostoM; 
second,  £2,  J.  Wood,  Aston  FlamviBe.  , 

Gelding  or  filly,  one  year  old,  for  purposes  of  sgnenHm.- 
First  prize,  £6,  J.  M.  Brown.  Ibstock,  Adiby :  leooad,  12,  B. 
E.  Bennett,  Marston  Hall,  MaxketHarborougL        . 

In-foal  mare,  fiir  purposes  of  agriculture.— Rrw|n«.«i 
W,  H.  Salt,  Bird's  Nest  Farm,  New  Parks,  Leicester;  i«ob4 
£2,  J.  Beale,  Wolvey,  Hinddey.  Highly  oomaieBW,J. 
Beale.  ,^,   .,^^ 

Cart  stallion,  for  agricultural  purposes,  to  tnvd  Uu  wk( 
of  Hinckley  fbr  1871.— Pnic,  £10,  W.Euslon,  OiTHto, 
Warwick.  .*  «  r 

Foal,  for  purposes  of  agriculture.— First  prize,  g,  s-^ 
PUpims  second,  £2,  J.  Beale.    Commended,  S.  C.  BlgnB* 

SHEEP. 

Lneeater  ahearUng  ram.<*Priza,  £6.  to  O.TirMr,j«^ 
Akxton  Hall,  Uppingham.    Comm0Bded,G.Tttner,jik 

Lncester  ram  of  any  age.— Prize,  £6,  G.  Turner. 

Long.wooUed  sheading  ram.— Prii^  £6,  A.  Hack,  But* 
minster,  Grantham.  „  . 

Long-wooUed  ram  of  any  oflier  a«.— Pri«^ **.^^HKt 

Pen  of  three  under  twenty  BMrnttm  oM  of  Uing-woonj^ 
wether  sheep.— First  prize.  £5,  Lord  Bemers.  KfljtMT« 
Hall;  seeond,  £2,  T.  W.  D.  Harris,  Woottoa, Ncitfawpto- 

Pen  of  three  long-woolled  ewes  which  have  ^^^ 
to  the  20th  of  June.— First  prize,  £5,  W.Ewnrf,»ir»- 
rough  Wood ;  seeond.  £2,  T.  W.  D.  Harris.  „ 

Pen  of  five  bng-woolled  theaves,  under  tweng  "J^ JT' 
intmidsd  fcr  breeding  purpoaes.— Priie^  £6,  T.  W.  D.  ^ 

Pen  of  five  long-woolbd  «ve  lamhi^Priie^  lo,  T.  w.  i** 
Harris.  ^  •  i_  u ^ 

Shropshiro  shearling  rwn^Pria^  £6,  W.  W*.  *^ 
Bams,  ^thentone.  Highly  eomssended,  J.  H.  Br^ 
Pipe-place,  Lichfield;   commended,  W.  Qamu,  «a"^ 

B^^^mi^  any  •ge.-Pri«>.  «»J-£j^ 
Highly  commended,  W.Bakmr;  '""'^'f^^J^^S^b^ 
^en  of  three  under  twcnW  months  old,  of  ShwpiW*'" 
wether  sheep.— Prize,  £6, 8.  C.  Pilgrim.  ^ 

Pen  of  three  cross-bred  fat  wether  sheep,  undst  ttm 
monthi  old.— Prize,  £6,  J.  Beale.  .     ^-  ^  n  », 

Pen  of  three  Shropshire  ewes*— Fliftpn»i»»*^'*' 
grim ;  seoond,  £2,  W.  Baker.  ^  ^ 

Pen  of  twenty  Shropshire  theaves,  under  twsntr  "^J!-, 
Intended  fbr  bweding  pnrtotes.--^P«i<,  £5, /j  fl.  *»»^ 

'oHN  ShwjAirt  ewe  llimbi^PHi^  »,  W,  B^ 
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Bn  of  ftn  lon^-wooUad  bvMdiag  «««■»  that  hate  loeklfid 
lnda.--fiift  priae^ieiO,T,W.B.fiunai  ieoond,£6.  No 
other  entiy. 

Ebb  of  tvwty  alMni-wooUad  breeding  owes,  that  have 
raekbd  lamht.— fint  priie,  £10,  W.  Baker  i  aaoond,  £5,  J. 
H.Biadbiinifi.    No  otte  entrioi. 

CATTLE. 
T9t  ox.— fint  prize,  £10,  to  T.  PnlTer  BroBghton,  Kette- 
ring, and  a  tilver  cop  givea  by  the  batohen  of  HinoUey » 
aeeond,  £6,  K.  Fenton,  Galdeoote.  Noiieaton.  Hiehlj  oom- 
mended,  K.  Fenton.  Commended,  J.  J.  Shaip^  Srooghton, 
KettBriag. 

Co«r  or  hoiiSBr.— Fint  pnie  £10,  W.  T.  Coz,  Spondon  Hall, 
Derbf ;  aaeond,  £6,  &.  Wood,  aapton,  Thrapston.  flighlj 
oommended,  J.  J.  Sharp.  Commended,  J.  Godfrey.  Ungaton 
Parra,  HiuUey.  ^ 

BoU,  above  oo^Lyear  and  under  two  yean  old.— Prize, 
£7.  W,  Bndshaw,  Wedneafleld,  Wolverhampton. 

Ball,  of  any  breed,  over  two  yean  old. —  Krst  prize, 
£7,T.  Handa,  Ganl^,  Coventry;  leoond,  £S,  W.  S.  Wood- 
roie,  Normanton-on-Soar*  Longhborongh.  Highly  oom- 
mended, K.  Fenton. 

Long-bom  bnlL—FSnt  Drise,  £5,  W.  T.  Coz,  Spondon 
Hall,  Derby;  leoond,  £2,  to  Tavemer,  Upton  Park, 
Naneaton. 

Ban  ealf,  nnder  one  yev  old.— Prize,  £5,  £.  H.  Cheney, 
Oftddetby,  Leioeater.  Highly  commended,  R.  Batotiffe, 
lfaHoiM>n-Trant. 

Cow,  in  milk,  having  had  a  live  calf  ainoe  January  lit, 
1870.— Ffait  prize,  £7,  to  K.  Fenton;  leeond,  £3,  W.  S. 
Woodroffe,  Nonnanton-on-9oar,  Longhborongh. 

Shorthorn  Cow,  above  three  and  nnder  fonr  yean  of  age, 
havini^  had  a  live  calf  tinoe  January  lit,  1870. — ^Fint  prize, 
£5,  K.  Fenton ;  second,  £^,  K.  B.  Milet,  Keyham,  Leicester. 
In-calf  heifer,  above  two  and  nnder  three  yean  old. — First 
prize,  £5,  K.  Fenton;  seoondi  £3^  E.  Batdiffe.  Highly 
commended,  C  Fenton. 

Stirk,  above  one  and  nnder  two  yean  of  ace.— Pint  prize, 
£7,  J.  J.  Sharpe ;  aeoond,  £8,  T.  Handa.  Highly  commended, 
B.  BAtdifh.    Commended,  B.  D,  Milea,  for  two  entries. 

Long-homed  cow,  in  milk,  baring  had  a  live  ealf  sinca 
December  1st,  1869.— First  prize,  £5,  J .  Godfrey ;  second,  £2, 
E.  H.  Chapman,  Upton,  Nnneatou. 

Long-bomed  heifer,  in  calf,  above  two  and  nnder  three 
yean  of  age.— First  prize,  £5,  W.  T.  Cox ;  second,  £2,  W,  T. 
Cos.  Highly  commended,  N.  Tavemer. 
Heifer  calf,  nnder  one  year  old. — ^Prize  £6,  E.  H.  Chapman. 
Aldemey  or  Gnemsey  cow  or  heifer,  haringhad  a  live  ealf 
since  Janoaiy  1st,  1870,  or  is  now  in  calf.--Piize,  £6,  W. 
H.  Jackson,  frolesworth,  Lutterworth. 

TXHAlfT  TA&MXBS'  CLA88X8. 

Boll,  of  any  age.— Fint  prise,  £5,  S.  Birchnall,  Batton, 
Borton-on-Trent ;  seoond,  £2,  J.  A.  Beale.  Highly  oom« 
mended,  W.  J.  Hands,  Burton  Fields,  Nuneaton. 

Cow,  in-milk,  baring  had  a  live  calf  since  January  1st, 
1870.— Fint  prize,  £6,  J.  Beale;  seoond,  £2  lOs.,  S.  a 
Pilgrim. 

Heifer  under  three  yean  old. — ^First  prize,  £6,  W.  Bnd^ 
bom;  second,  £2,  J«  A.  Beakw  Highly  commended,  J. 
Beale. 


Pair  of  sibb  under  two  yean  old.— Fint  prize,  £6,  J.  K. 
Grun4y,  Drayton,  Nuneaton ;  second,  £2,  S.  C.  Pilgrim. 
Highly  oommended,  J.  IL  Grundy.  Commended,  S.  C. 
Pugrim. 

Lot  of  not  less  Ibur  beasts,  exhibited  by  any  tenant  fbrmer 
residing  in  the  county  of  Leicester.— Prize,  £5,  J.  M* 
Grundy. 

PIGS. 

Boar  of  the  large  breed.— First  prize,  £3,  E.  £.  Dnekering 
and  Son,  Northorpe,  Kirton  Lindaay;  second,  £1,  S.  C. 
POgrim. 

Boar  of  tiie  small  breed.— First  prize,  £S,  S.  Deacon,  jun., 
Polebrook  Hall,  Onndle ;  aeeond,  £1,  W.  Carver  and  Son, 


Innrsby,  Li 

Berkahire  boar^-Flrst  prize,  £6,  E.  £.  Dnckering  and 
Son;  aeeond,  £1,  W.  B.  Fletoher,  Stemboro'  Mill,  Lutter- 


Breeding  sow  of  the  large  breed.— First  prize,  £3,  M. 
Walker,  Sftooklej  Park,  Bnrton-on-Trent ;  aeeond,  £1,  M. 
Walker.    Highly  commended,  E.  £.  Dnckering  and  Son. 

Breeding  sow  of  the  amall  breed.— First  prize,  £8,  E.  E. 
Dnekeiing  and  Son  ;  seeond,  £1,  W.  Carver  and  Sons. 
Hiffhly  commended,  M.  Walker. 

Three  breeding  piga,  of  the  large  breed,  of  one  litter,  not 
exoeeding  seven  months  old.— Fint  prise,  £S,  M.  Walker ; 
second,  £1,  F.  Spencer  daybrook  Magna,  Lutterworth. 
Commended,  F.  Spencer. 

Three  breeding  pigs  of  the  small  breed.— First  prize,  £8, 
E.  £.  Dnckering  and  Son ;  seoond,  £1,  W.  Carver  and  Sons, 
Highly  commended,  Sir  J.  W.  C.  Hartopp,  Bart. 

CHEESE. 

Four  cheesea  weighing  iOlbs.  each  or  more.— Fint  prize, 
£6,  T.  Oakey.  Normanton-le-Heath ;  seoond,  £8,  Maria  Barrs, 
OdatoneHall;  third,  £2,  T.  Grawooek  and  Sod,  Stapleton. 
Highly  commended :  W.  Thomson,  Osbaston. 

Four  cheeses  weighing  not  more  than  401bs.  and  not  less 
than  801bs.— Fintprize,  £5,  Maria  Bam;  second,  £8,  E. 
Abell ;  third,  £2,  W.  Grewoock.  Highly  commended :  T.  J. 
Scott,  Stretton  Baskerville ;  W.  Grewoock ;  J.  Gamtt,  CUy« 
brooke.  Magna. 

Four  cheeses,  weight  under  801bs.— First  prize,  £8.  J. 
Choree, Pinwall ;  seoond,  £2  (not  awarded);  third, £1,E« 

EzTSA  NOT  FOB  CoxpiTiTiOK.  —  Highly  commended: 
Three  cheesea  made  on  the  Derby  iketory  system,  by  S.  C. 

Pilgrim.  

BUTTEE. 

Six  pounds  of  fresh  bntter.-^Fint  prize,  £1,  W.  N.  Berry, 
Stoke  Golding;  second,  10s.,  T.  Adoock,  Lubbesthorpe« 
Highly  commended :  H.  Bentley,  Burbage. 

IMPLEMENTS. 

Messn.  Hunt  and  Pickering,  Leicester,  £8  for  one-horse 
reaper,  and  £2  for  English  grist  mill. 

G.  Penton,  Hinckley,  £2  for  Howard's  self-acting  horse- 
rake. 

W.  Choyoe,  Sibaon,  Atherstone,  £1  for  oom-drening  ma- 
chine. 

Geo.  Ball,  North  KOworth,  Eugby,  £2  for  agricultural 
carta. 


NORTHAMPTONSHIEB    AQBIOULTUBAL    SOCIETY. 
MEETING  AT   WELUNGBOEOUGH. 


This  being  the  fintyearof  returning  to  the  old  system  of  holcU 
inff  the  show  in  the  autumn  instead  of  at  midsummer,  consider- 
able enziefcy  was  felt  aa  to  the  weather,  but  the  Thursday  turned 
oat  to  be  an  exceedingly  Ane  day;  the  consequence  was  that 
there  was  a  Urge  attendance.  The  ilnt  prize  in  Glasa  1, 
open  to  ABpEngUmd,  for  the  best  ox,  waa  a4judged  to  a 
beast  shown  bjr  Mr.  Pnlver,  of  Broughton.  Mr.  Eobert 
Seanon,  a  Oncolnshire  breeder,  carried  off  the  blue 
ribbon  for  the  best  steer  under  the  above  age,  with  a  symme- 
trical MU]ud,a]l  white,  the  Mar^uii  of  Sifftfr  bnny  aegond 


with  n  red  and  white  beut;  a  steer  ahown  by  Mr.  E.  E.  Oli- 
ver,  of  Sholebrook  Lodge,  in  this  dass,  was  in  capital  form, 
but  failed  only  narrowly  of  securing  the  red  ribbon  (second). 
In  class  5,  the  Burghley  buU  Telemachus  carried  off  the  first 
prise,  and  Mr.  Panlett*s  Baron  Eillerby  second,  the  bnlls  Eoyal 
Errant  (22789),  Eoyal  Bntterfly  20(h,  and  Eoyal  Booth  (com- 
mended) being  in  competition.  In  class  6,  for  a  bull  above 
2  yean  old,  the  Gnnd  Duke  blood  was  well  represented ;  Mr. 
Charles  Bayes,  of  Ketterinr,  however,  took  fint  with  the  roan 
bull  Prince  Eoyal,    J^  ^  1,  tn  9k\niXi  between  one  mi 
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two  yean,  Mr.  J.  A.  Mamford,  of  Thame,  obtained  the  first 
award  with  his  Editor,  which  took  ftnt  prise  the  day  before  at 
the  Aylesbary  show.  The  bull  ealres  were  of  (pod  character, 
aad  gave  proioiae  of  development  into  fine  specimens ;  Mr.  T. 
£.  Pawlett,  of  Beeston,  was  the  winner  of  the  £10  prise. 
The  whole  of  the  cows  were  oommended,  and  heifers  were  in 
capital  eshibitioD.  There  wassifood  eompetition  in  Alder- 
ne^s  and  Gncmieys.  The  sh^  pent  contained  some  good 
animals,  among  wnich  were  worthy  of  mention  the  long- 
wooUed  exhibited  by  Mr.  T.  W.  D.  Hanit,  of  Wootton,  who 
was,  at  nsnal,  a  veiy  snooenful  exhibitor.  The  dasMsfor 
short-woolled  or  croai-bred  ewes  and  theavea  were  very  good, 
Mr.  J.  TreadweU,  of  Upper  Winohendon,  taking  two  firsts 
and  two  seconds  for  ewes  and  theaves.  Lambs  were  in  oonsi- 
derable  number,  and  were  a  foir  competition.  There  was  a 
very  fine  show  in  the  hinting  dasi,  Mr.  H.  H.  Langbam,  of 
Cottesbrooke  Park,  taking  the  first  prize  for  mares 
or  goldinas  6  yean  old  and  upwards,  witii  a  son  of  Corner- 
stone, llie  competition  the  cbssea  for  riding  purposes,  hack- 
neys, and  eart  horMs  was  good.  The  number  of  pigs  exhi- 
bited was  scarcely  up  to  the  average  of  fonner  years.  The 
poultry,  on  the  whole,  was  good ;  but  there  was  a  meagre  show 
of  butter.  Amongst  the  principal  exhibitors  of  implements 
were :  Mills  and  Co.,  WelUngborongh ;  Amies  and  Sarford, 
Peterborongh ;  Bradford  and  Co.  (washing  maehines).  Man- 
Chester ;  Corbett,  Shrewsburr ;  GiU,  Wellingborough ;  EoberU, 
Deanshanger ;  Wallis,  Welhngborough ;  Hall  and  iions.  Both- 
well  and  Northampton ;  Haves  and  Son,  Peterborongh ;  Mar- 
shall and  Sons,  Oainsborongh ;  Hilton  and  Co.  (refiriierators), 
Ix>ndon ;  Mobbi,  Snow,  and  Wood,  Northampton  •,  Ransome, 
Simms,  and  Head,  Ipswich ;  Eobey  and  Co.,  Lincoln ;  Jere- 
miah Bouse,  Lincoln ;  Stafford,  Namngton ;  Smyth  and  Sons, 
.Featanhall;  WatM>n,  Andover;  Nobles,  Wellingborough; 
Allchin  and  Sons,  Nortliampton ;  J.  Cooeh,  Harlestone  and 
Northampton ;  and  Bobinson  and  C^.  (sewing  machines), 
Kettering.  Mr.  Hope,  of  WelUngborongh,  had  a  tout  with 
samples  of  his  cattle  food. 

PRIZE    LIST. 

JUDGES. 
Cattle:  W.  AUitt,  Glinton,  Peluborough ;  C.  Howard,  Bid- 

denham,  Beds;  T.  Morris,  Maisemon  Court,  Gloucester. 
Biding  Horses:  B.  Arkwright,  Knuston  Hall;  J.  Berridge, 

Drayton  Lodge,  Banbury. 
Cart  Horses:  T.  Woods,  Wytchley  Warren,  SUmford;  B. 

Ward,  Harringworth ;  F.  J.  Berry,  Stanion,  Thrapston. 
Sheep  and  Pigs:  G.  Hine,  Oaklev,  Beds;  C.  H.  Siapkin, 

Wardley,  Uppingham;   J.  H.' Caswell,  Langhton,  Folk- 

ingham. 
Poultry :  R.  Hewitt,  Eden  Cottage,  Sparkbrook,  Birmingham. 
Butter:  J.  Hudson,  Ludgatehill,  London. 
ImplemenU :   T.  Wagstaff.  Hull  Farm,  Chesterton,  Peterbo- 
rough ;  T.  Polver,  Broughton,  Kettering. 
Ploughing:   G.  Underwood,   Little  Gaddesden,  HerU;  B. 

Dearlove,  Higham  Park;  J.  W.  Whitton,  Potoote,  Tow- 

cester;   S.  Ciiambers,  Doddington;   J.  Sheffield,  Barton 

Seagrave,  Kettering;   B.  B.  Seaton,   Hardwick   Lodge, 

Stamford. 

CATTLE. 

Ox,  exceeding  three  years  and  three  months  old  on  Ist 
December  next.^First  prize,  T.  Pulver,  Bioughton ;  second, 
Eari  Spencer,  K.G.,  Althorp  Park.  CommenM,  B.  Wood, 
Clapton,  Thrapstone. 

Steer,  not  exceeding  three  years  and  three  months  old  on 
the  1st  of  December  next.^First  prize,  R.  Searson,  Cran- 
more  Lodge,  Market  Deeping;  second.  Marquis  of  Exeter. 
Highly  oommended,  J.  J.  Sharp,  Broughton,  Kettering; 
oommended,  R.  E.  Oliver,  Sholebroke  Lodge^  Towcester. 

Cow  of  any  breed  or  age.— *First  prize,  J.  A.  Mnmford, 
Chilton  Park  Farm,  Thame ;  second,  J.  W.  Porridge,  Adstone. 

Heifer  of 'any  breed,  not  exceeding  four  years  oldw—Krst 
prise,  R.  Wood;  second,  J.  J.  Sharp. 

BEnDUfO  AND  8T0KS  STOCK. 

Bull  of  any  age.— First  priie.  Marquis  of  Exeter  (Tele- 
machns) ;  second.  T.  B.  Pawlett,  Beeston,  Sandy  (Baron 
KUlerby).    Commended,  T.  £.  Pawlett. 

BnU  a^ve  two  years  pU^Fiist  prize,  C.  Bayes,  Kettering 
fPrinoe  Royal);  ■wnd,  R.  E.  Oliver.  Commended,  Earl 
Spencer,  K,G.,  and  Sir  W.  de  Oapd  Brooke* 


BnU  above  one  and  under  two  years  of  age.^Fint  priie,  J 
A.  Mnmford;  second,  J.  N.  Beasl^.  Fit^foid  Hall,  Koitl 
ampton  (Jaz). 

Bull  calf  above  six  and  under  twelve  SMuths  oUL^Kn 
prize,  T.  £.  Pawlett  (Majestic)  ;  aeoond,  R.  Wood  (Lord  AW 
deen2nd).    ComniMuied,  O.  Pell,  Heyford. 

Cow,  in-milk  or  in-calf.— First  pnse,  J.  How,  BroschloB 
Hunte  (Lady  Anne) ;  second  R.  Searson  (Blagaolia).  Ui|kJ| 
commended.  The  Marqnis  of  Exeter. 

Pair  of  cows,  of  any  breed,  in-milk  or  in-oalL— Rnt  prizr 
R.  Searson  (Beauty's  Queen  and  Sprighdy);  Bseoad,!.! 
Mnmford  (Etona). 

Heifor,  of  any  breed,  in-milk  or  in-calf,  above  tlute  lai 
under  four  years  old.— First  prize,  R.  Searson  (Wutcr  Boir; 
second.  Sir  W.  de  Capel  Brooke,  Bart,  Geddington  Gimp 
Kettering. 

Heifer,  of  any  breed,  in-milk  or  in-ealf,  above  two  as^ 
under  three  years  old.— First  prize,  J.  A.  Mnmford  (OuiiI!i; ; 
second,  B.  Searson  (Sweetheart).  Highly  eosuModBd,  He 
Duke  of  Bucdeuch. 

Heifer,  of  any  breed,  above  one  and  under  two  yesn  oU.- 
First  prize,  J.  How  (Vesper  Queen)  ;  second,  0.  Pdl.  Hig% 
commended,  The  Duke  of  Buodeneh. 

Heifer  calf,  of  any  breed,  under  twelve  months  oli-Ftixe, 
T.  £.  Pawlett  (British  Queen). 

Short-homed  heifer,  above  one  and  under  two  vesn  oU.- 
First  prize,  J.  J.  Sharp ;  second,  R.  £.  Oliver.  UigUj  ew 
mended,  B.  E.  Oliver ;  commended,  J.  N.  Bessley. 

Aldemey  or  Guernsey  eow  or  heifer,  io-nilk  or  is-call' 
First  prize,  A.  A.Tonug,  Orlingbn^,  WeUingboraogk ;  r 
cond,  J.  Shaw,  Hunsbury  Hill,  Northampton.  OoamuM 
D.  Dnlley,  jun.,  Wdlingborongh. 

SHEEP. 

Pen  of  ten  long-wooUed  ewea,  that  have  sflckM  hsb  t^ 
the  1st  June,  1870,  bred  by  and  property  of  exhibitor.-Fu;^ 
mize,  C.  Clarke,  Ashby-de-la-Lannde,  Skaford;  Mosd,  1 
W.  D.  Harris,  Wootton,  Northampton, 

Pen  of  "      '  

exhibiter.- 

Exeter.  ^ 

Pen  of  five  short-wooUed  or  cross-bred  eves,  that  M 
sncUed  kmbs  to  the  1st  of  June,  1870.-Fint  md  s»»^ 
prizes,  J .  Treadwell,  Upper  Winchendon,  Ajlesbaiy. 

Pen  of  five  short-woolled  or  cross-bred  thesTW.— rirsH^ 
second  prizes,  J.  I'readwelL    Commended,  J.  Wooistcn,  WH 

Pen  of  three  short-woolled  or  cross-bred  theuhoo.-^!^ 

5 rise,  H.  Purser,  Wellington  Manor,  Beds;  Moond,  M.  I 
ones,  Wellingborough.    Commended.  J.  Woobtos. 

Pen  of  three  loug-woolled  shearhogs,— Fint  sad  «<«• 
prizes,  T.  W.  D.  Harris.^  ^  „  . 

Shearling  loog-woolled  tup— First  prize,  A.Hsck,Bcn 
minster,  Grantham ;  second,  C.  Clarke.  , 

Loug-woolled  tap,  of  any  breed,  two-shesr  sni  n^nm" 
First  prize,  A.  Hack ;  second,  T.  W.  D.  Harris.         . 

Shearling  down  tnp,  of  any  distinct  breed.— Bnt  pntf.' 
Street,  Harowdrn  House,  Bedford;  second,  J.  Ii»^ 
Grendout  Northampton.  ,     j 

Down  tup.  of  any  distinct  breed,  two-shear  sad  Bpvmb^ 
First  prize,  J.  Longland ;  second,  B.  E.  Oliver.  I 

Five  long-wooUed  wether  lambs.— Prize,  S.  HkUI^  I 
Water  Newton,  Wansford.  ,    . 

Five  long-wooUed  ewe  kmbs.— First  and  seeoad  prii^ 
W.D.Harris.  _.^^ 

Five  short-woolled  or  cross-bred  wether  laaibt.-FuKpn^ 
J.  Woolston;  second.  W.  Wykes,  Boaest.  ^ 

Five  short-woolled  or  cross-bred  ewe  ls«bi.-'««  •" 
second  prizes,  F.  Street 

PIGS.  . 

Boar  of  any  breed.— Fust  prize,  S.  Deacon,  ^^^^^ 
Onndle ;  second,  R.  E.  Dnokering,  Northorpe,  Kutos  UiJ«^i 

Breeding  or  sn^ling  sow,  of  any  breel—Knt  fio», 
Dnokering ;  second,  R.  Sykes,  Geddinston,  KsttHisjr. 

Breeding  or  snciaing  sow,  of  asaaUbrBsi'RBt|^' 


of  five  long-woolled  theaves,  bred  by  sad  wopirtj  a{ 
ter.— First  prize,  T.  W.  D.  Harris;  second,  jUrqw* 


R.  £.  Duckering ;  second,  J.  Wheeler,  Long  CoBptcn, 
ston-on-Stonr. 

Three  fat  pigs  of  one  Lttcr  of  any  brssdor  sg*/ 
R,  £,  Dnokering. 
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Five  breeftio;  pin  of  one  litter,  Asceedins;  three  and  not 
escctdiog  nx  iBonthi  old^<— First  prize,  J.  Wheeler ;  aecond, 
Jl.  Slices. 

HORSES. 

Hire  and  foa]»  for  honting  pnrpoaet.— First  prize,  T.  Stokes, 
Caldecott,  Boelangham ;  second.  Captain  M.  Clerk,  Spratton 
Hail,  Northampton. 

Mve  or  gelding,  fire  yean  old  and  upwards,  adapted  for 
hQ%  parpo«es.—Fint  prize,  U.  H.  Langhan,  Cottesbrooke 
Park;  woond,  L.  Lncaa,  Irthlingboroagh.  Commended,  W. 
6.  Mixwell,  Walton  Honae,  Peterborough,  and  W.  Whitehead, 
jiB^  Wollaston. 

Hue  or  gelding,  above  four  and  under  five  yean  old,  adapted 
for  hontiog  narposes.— First  prize,  A.  Britton,  Great  Billing 
firm ;  seoond,  J.  Drage,  Moolton  Lodge.  Commended,  T.  D. 
Henmaa,  Uarleatone. 

Gcldiae  or  filly,  above  three  and  under  four  yean  old, 
adapted  for  riding  pnrpoBea.^Fint  prize,  G.  B.  Lynes,  Preston 
Dhumi^  i  leeond,  W.  Tranklin,  Barford  Lodge. 

Gddmg  or  fiUy,  above  two  and  nnder  three  yean  old, 
ad^ted  for  riding  pnrpoaes.— Pint  prize,  W.  Core,  Fletton 
IxMn,  Peterborongh ;  second,  J.  £.  Parsons,  Charwelton. 
Hirhly  commended,  J.  Diz,^ywell  Grounds,  Biakesley. 

GeUing  or  filly,  above  one  and  under  two  yean  old,  adapted 
for  lidioK  parncMes.— First  prize,  R.  Battams,  Oxendon ; 
second,  J.  Qoodliff,  Conniiigton  Lane,  Hunts.  Commended, 
A.  Goodman,  Jan.,  Willow  Hall,  Thomey. 

Mare,  not  exceeding  16  hands  1  inch  high,  with  foal  at 
fool,  for  breedini;  haekneys.^Fir8t  prize,  S.  Wallis,  Barton 
Sesgrave,  Kettenng;  second,  T.  J.  Adkins,  the  Booth  Farm, 
NorthaiDptoBsliire. 

Hackoey  (mare  or  eelding),  not  exceedins  15  hands  1  ineh 
liigb.—Kr»t  prize,  W.  H.  Harrison,  Oxen£>n  House,  North- 
afflptoi> ;  second,  G.  B.  Lynes.  Commended,  J.  N.  Beasley 
and  W.  Whitehead,  jmn. 

Cob  (nare  or  gel^ng),  not  exceeding  14  hands  highd — 
Priz«,  J.  E.  Parsons,  Charwelton,  Daven%. 

Pony  (mare  or  gelding),  not  exceeding  13  hands  high.— 


Prize,  J.  Tew,  West  Haddon,  Eugby.  Highly  commended, 
J.  Goiodliff,  Connington  Lane,  Hunts. 

Cart  mare,  with  a  loal  at  foot. — First  prize,  F.  Fumaby, 
^pewell  Lodge,  Kettering ;  second,  J .  Hoore,  jnn.,  Bugbrooke, 
Weedon. 

Cart  gelding  or  filly,  above  three  and  under  four  yean  old. 
— ^Fint  prize,  n.  H.  Timms,  Manor  House,  Brannston,  Bngby ; 
second,  B.  H.  Hewitt,  Dodford,  Weedon. 

Cart  gelding  or  filly,  above  two  and  nnder  three  jean  old. 
— Fint  prize,  C.  B.  Bletsoe,  Grendon  Hall,  Northampton ; 
second,  K.  H.  Timms,  Manor  House,  Brannston,  Rugby. 

Cart  gelding  or  filly,  above  one  and  nnder  two  yean  old. — 
Prize,  C.  Richards,  Bunker's  Hill,  Glendon. 

BUTTER. 

Best  12  lbs.  of  butter,  made  up  in  21b.  lumps,  wholly  or 
partially  the  produce  of  Aldemey  oows. — Prize,  General  Bou- 
verie,  l3elanre  Abbey. 

Best  12lbs.  of  butter,  made  up  in  21b.  lumps. — J.  Tew, * 
West  Haddon. 

Beat  0  Iba.  of  bntter,'made  upiu  lib.  rolls. — ^Fint  prize,  J. 
Craig,  Fotheringhay ;  second,  W.  Walker,  Cranford  St.  An- 
drew; third,  A.  Britten,  Great  Billing  Farm;  fourth.  W. 
Goodliff,  Stowe. 

IMPLEMENTS. 

Medals  awarded  to  Mills  and  Co.,  Wellingborough,  for 
general  collection;  Amies,  Barford^  and  Co.,  Peterborough, 
general  collection,  also  for  grist  mill  and  dressing  aoptratus, 
and  for  improved  Campion's  patent  anchor ;  £.  ana  H.  Ro- 
berts, Dean»han8er,  improved  fastenings  to  V.  B.  plough: 
P.  R.  Wallis,  Wellingborough,  general  collection ;  Ball  and 
Son,  Rothwell  and  Northampton,  improved  leverage  to  share ; 
Hayes  and  Son,  Stamford  and  Peterborough,  collection  of 
waggons  and  carts ;  Manhall,  Son,  and  Co.,  Gainsborough, 
improved  engine  and  thrashing  machine ;  Mobbs,  Snow,  and 
Wood,  Paraoe,  Northampton,  general  collection.  Highly 
commended :  A  set  of  draining  tools,  exhibited  by  Mobbs, 
Snow,  and  Wood. 


WAEWICKSHIRE    AGRICULTURAL    SOCIETY. 
MEETING  AT  LEAMINGTON. 


^«  oompctition  was  somewhat  limited  in  several  classes, 
oottbhr  io  those  for  Hereford  and  Devon  cattle,  and  in  moat  of 
those  ibr  sheep.  In  tbe  Shorthorns  numerous  entries  were  made 
bj  Heasn.  Game,  but  none  of  the  animals  put  in  an  appearance, 
nd  io  the  aged  bull  elass  there  was  nothing  to  approadi  Mr. 
nvlett's  Baron  Killerby,  whose  value  as  a  sire  was  attested 
^  the  merit  of  hia  two  sons.  Royal  Booth  and  Htzkillerby, 
U>e  former  shown  liy  Mr.  FAwlett  and  the  latter  by  Mr.  £. 
Lythall,  which  ocea|iied  the  second  place  in  their  respective 
ouaes.  The  first  in  two-year-olds  was  the  Marquis  of 
Exeter's  Telemachns,  a  very  level  deep -grown  bull,  exccdlent 
B  bis  nrth,  and  a  prtmous  prizetaker  in  linoolnshire  and 
BAtlana.  Another  Bingl^  Hall  purelmse  at  the  sprins  show 
na  first  in  yearlings :  a  lar^-fhimed  red  bull  from  Mr.  R. 
Bobbins,  who  now  exhibited  him.  The  second  prizetaker  was 
^Hnrn  by  Mr.  Hamer  and  bred  bv  Mr.  Sheldon.  The  oows 
ttd  heifen  were  inferior  to  the  bulls.  In  the  Hereford  classes 
tors.  Baldwin  and  Whitehonse  were  the  only  exhibiton, 
ad  prizes  were  awarded  to  every  animal  they  sent.  A  solitanr 
)evon,  firom  Weston  Hall,  received  fint  prise.  Mr.  J.  H. 
^beiT,  in  very  short  dassea  obtained  both  the  bull  and  cow 
rizes  for  Longhorns.  As  far  as  regarded  tbe  Leioeater  and 
hnpshire  sheep,  the  awards  of  the  judges  were  completely  at 
arianoe  with  tncMe  at  the  recent  shows  at  Kidderminster  and 
finckley.  Mr.  Franeia  Spencer  here  had  the  beat  of  Mr.  G. 
ureer  all  throagfa  with  Leicester  rams.  A  very  short  show 
f  ShropsMres  ia  to  be  aooounted  for  bj  the  Uteness  of  the 
•son  for  rams,  and  wouhl  be  classes  for  Umbs  as 
>ore  likely  to  fill  at  this  time  of  the  year.  The  ram 
asics  were  almost  reduced  to  a  match  between  Mn.  Beach 
id  Mr.  Baker.  Mr.  G.  Wallis  was  the  only  exhibitor  of 
xfords.  He  aent  two  very  usefhl  rams,  and  a  magnificent 
oking  pen  of  yearling  ewes,  winning  two  firsts  and  a  siher 


cup  open  to  all  breeds.  Upwards  of  120  horses  were  entered. 
Amongst  the  hunten  Mr.  J.  £.  Bennett  took  the  £26  piece  of 
plate,  with  a  good-looking  son  of  Artillery.  Some  venr  useful 
hacks  and  ponies  were  shown  in  the  class  under  16  hands. 
The  white  pigs  of  Mesan.  Buckering,  Wheeler,  and  M. 
Walker  have  been  so  frequently  commented  on  of  late  that  it 
seems  almoet  needless  to  repeat  that  the  honoun  were  shared 
hj  these  breeden,  one  first  being,  however,  wrested  from  them 
with  a  small-bred  sow,  by  Mr.  £.  Umbers.  A  few  good 
Berkshires  were  shown.  Por  implements  the  society  gave 
£60,  to  be  awarded  in  sums  at  the  discretion  of  the  judges. 
The  following  were  the  snoeessful  ej^lubiton :  Messn.  Penney 
and  Co.,  Lincoln,  £6 ;  G.  Ball,  North  Kilworth.  Rugby.  £6 ; 
W.  Glover  and  Sons,  Warwick,  £6 ;  T.Baker,  Compton New- 
bury,  Berks,  £3 ;  G.  W.  Grove,  Leamington,  £3 ;  Richmond 
and  Chandler,  Salford,  Manchester,  £3 ;  T.  Corbett,  Per- 
severance Ironworks,  Shrewsbury,  £2 ;  Woods,  Coeksedge, 
and  Warner,  Stowmarket,  £2 ;  T.  Radclyffe,  Leamington, 
£2 ;  Bowen  and  Homcastle,  X>eamington,  £2 ;  J.  Le  Butt, 
Bury  St.  Edmunds,  £1.  Highly  commended,  Milbum  and 
Co.,  Whitechapel,  Loudon. 

JUDGES. 

Cattle.— W.  Sunday,  Radcliffe-upon-Trent,  Nottingham ;  J. 

Walker,   Knightwick,  Worcester;   Toon^   High    Cross, 

Lutterworth. 
Shup  and  Pi 08.— J.  Bryan,  Southleigh,  Witney ;  W.  Smith, 

Bibnry,  Vairford. 
UoRSKs.  —  Agricultural :    Phipps,  Manhgibbon,  Bicester, 

S.  Spencer,  Snareston,  Ashby-de-la-Zoueh.    iBhmten  and 

Hacks:  B.  Leeds,  Wicken  House,  Caatleacre,  Norfolk ;  T. 

Perdval,  Waaaford. 
Chkxsi  :  P.  Jaeka,  Leamington, 
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Pl^ughimg,  DRkimvG,  Hidgiko,  iin>  Thitching.— K. 
H.  Chapman,  Upton,  Noneatoa ;  O.  Keeling,  Hampton 
Honae,  Penkridge ;  J.  Beale,  Brockhnrsti  Lutterworth :  J. 
Coxon,  Freeford,  Tamworth. 
The  following  it  the  prize  li«t  x 

C  ATTLB. 

8HOITHOB1I8. 

Best  boll  abore  three  yean  old.— Prize,  T.  PawUtt,  Breee- 
ton,  Sandar  (Baron  Killerley). 

Beet  bnll  oter  twenty  montlis  and  nndsr  thtee  yean  old.*- 
Pirat  prise,  the  liarqnii  of  Euter  (Tdemaohna) ;  aecond, 
T.  £.  PawIeU  (Royal  Booth). 

Best  boll  over  ten  and  nnder  twenty  months  old. — ^Fint 
prise,  R.  Robini,  Kenilworth :  aeoond,  C.  M.  Earner,  Snitter- 
field  (Blue  Gown). 

Best  oow,  in-milk,  above  three  yean  old.— Pint  prise,  W. 
Bradbnm,  Wednee&eld  (Min  Chestorfield) ;  second.  Captain 
Seehonae,  Ashby  St.  Legen. 

Best  pair  of  heifen  nnder  three  yean  old,  in-milk  or  in- 
calf.^Pirtt  prise,  T.  Handa,  Canley;  eeoond,  B.  Eobbina, 
Kenilworth. 

Best  pair  of  heifen  nnder  two  yean  old.— Pint  prize,  T. 
Hands;  second,  W.  Bradbnrn,  Wednesfteld. 

HXKKTOBSB. 

Best  bnll  abore  thne  yean  old.— Prise,  J.  H.  Whitehonse, 
Ipsley  Conrt. 

Best  bnll  abore  ten  months  and  nnder  three  yean  old.— 
Pint  prise,  J.  Baldwin,  Lnddington ;  second,  J.  Baldwin. 

Beat  cow,  in-milk,  abote  three  yean  old.— Pint  prise,  J. 
Baldwin ;  second,  J.  H.  Whitehonse. 
DEvosrs. 

Best  bnU.— Prise,  the  Executon  of  the  late  A.  Umben, 
Weston  HaU. 

LOlVGHO&Na. 

Best  bull.— Prise,  J.  H.  Burbery,  Kenilworth  Chase. 

Beat  cow  or  heifer,  in-milk.— Prise,  J.  H.  Burbery. 

Beat  bull  for  breeding  porposes,  of  any  pun  breed.— Pnse, 
0.  H.  Canninff,  Shottery  (Bedford). 

Beat  pair  of  steen,  of  any  breed,  under  three  yean  old.— 
Prise,  W.  Caless,  jun..  Adderbury  Grounds. 

Best  pair  of  cows,  In-milk,  which  have  been  nsed  in  the 
exhibitor's  dairy  for  the  hbt  two  seasons.— Pirst  prise,  T. 
Hands,  Canley ;  second,  £.  Lythall,  Radford  Hail. 

SHEEP. 

LXICESTKRS. 

Best  shearling  ram^-Pint  and  second  prises,  P.  Spenoer, 
Claybrooke; 

Best  two-shear  ram.— Pint  prise»  P.  Spencer ;  second,  G. 
Turner,  jun.,  Alexton  Hall. 

Best  pen  of  five  ewes  that  have  suckled  lambs  to  the  1st  of 
June,  1870.— Prise,  W.  Hurleston,  Heathcote. 

OTHXK  LONOWOOLLED  8RBSP. 

Best  sheariing  ram.— Pint  and  second  prises,  J.  Wheeler, 
Long  Compton. 

C0T8W0LD  8HX1P. 

Best  shearling  nm.— First  and  second  prises,  Executon  of 
the  late  T.  Oillett,  Kilkenmr,  Paringdon. 

Best  two-shear  ram.— Pint  prise,  J.  OodwiUi  Troy  Parm, 
Somerton ;  second,  T.  Beale  Brown,  Salperton  Park. 

Best  pen  of  fire  ewes  that  hare  snokled  hunbs  to  the  1st  of 
Jane,  1870.— Prise,  Executon  of  the  kto  T.  Oillett. 

SUBOPSHIBE  SHXir. 

Best  shearling  ram.— Pint  pris^  W.  Baker,  Moor  Bams, 
Athentone ;  second,  Sanh  Beach,  The  Hattons^  Breewood^ 

Best  two-shear  ram.— Pint  prise,  W.  Baker ;  second,  Sarah 
Beach. 

Best  pen  of  five  ewes  that  have  suckled  hunbe  to  the  1st  of 
June,  1870.— Prise,  W.  Baker. 

OTHXK  8H0RTW00LLID  BBUr* 

Best   shearling   ram.— Prise,  0.  Walli%   Old  Shiflbrd, 
Bampton. 
Best  two^ear  ram.— Prise,  0.  Wallis, 
HORSES. 

AGRICULTURAL. 

oS^  ^^'  ^'  ^"^^^  Cryfield ;  second, 


Best  man  in  Ibal,  or  with  a  foal  at  her  fooL— 1M  prii^ 
A.  H.  Thunby,  Wormleighton ,  second,  J.  Davies,  Bidkod 

Best  filly,  imder  three  yean  <dd.— Pnse,  J.  CanunpiShei 
bourne. 

Best  cart  gelding,  above  four  yean  old,  that  has  besa  nft 
larly  worked. — ^Prise,  G.  Cook,  Grove  fields. 

Best  cart  nuRLabove  four  yean  old,  that  has  been  regald 
worked.— Prise,  J.  Canning. 

HUirrRSS. 

Stallion  best  adapted  for  banting  porposes^— Priis^  T.  Mit 
tington,  Wootton  Wawen  (Glenlyon). 

Best  banter  that  has  been  ridden  in  the  past  aesioavitl 
the  Warwickshire  hounds.- First  vrise,  Miss  £.  U.lkn:s 
Radford  Manor  Honse ;  second,  8.  Gale,  Canoaa  Ailiby. 

Best  hunter,  four  ^ean  old  and  upwards,  to  be  jused  « 
the  ground.- Ftrst  pnse,  W.  Rose,  Offchorch ;  seecnul,  S.  U 
terns,  Binl^. 

Best  fonr  yean  old  gelding  or  filly,  adapted  for  hiatisg  por- 
poses, the  property  of  a  tenant  fomier.- rrise^  L.  Biky ,  Bict- 
ington,  Coventry. 

Best  half-bred  two  yean  old  ooU  or  filly.— Priie,E.SQiwi, 
Wormleiffhton. 

Mare  best  ealoolated  to  breed  hoBters,  withafoilttkr 
foot. — ^Priae,  J.  Beale,  Wolvey  Grange. 

Best  hunter  belonnng  to  a  Warwiekahin  finur.-Frt 
prise,  J.  G.  Bennett,  Boeworth  Grange;  second, S. IL Siap- 
son,  Stoneleigh. 

Best  weight-carrier,  equal  to  not  leas  than  15  stoac.^Pntti 
E.  Bighton,  Thornton  House,  Eatington. 

HACKNIT8  AND  FOSISS. 

Best  hackney,  exceeding  16  hands  high.— Prix,  B.  S. 
Whitehonse.  Lnmington.) 

Beat  hackney,  not  eioeeding  16  hands  high.— Prize,  W. 
Mann,  Chesterton. 

Best_pony,  above  13  and  not  exceeding  14 btndi  ht^" 
Prise,  W.  WaUcer,  Hillmorton. 

Best  pony,  above  12  and  not  exceeding  IS  haB&  higl- 
Prise,  T.  Giurett,  Compton  Scorpion. 

Best  hacknev,  exceeding  16  hands  high,  bekmgii{  to  i 
Wsrwickshire  former.— Pnze,  H.  Stilgoe,  CkmtoD. 

Beat  cob,  not  exceeding  14  hands.— Prize,  £.  hsihaH,  l^ 
ford  HaU. 

Best  pair  of  carriage  horses,  not  less  than  16  han^Sa^" 
Prise,  W.  Root,  Leamington. 

PIGS. 

Bestboarjpigof  the  huge  bned  (eieeptiBerinhiie},  im^ 
18  months  old.— Pint  prise,  R.  £.Dnotoing,  Nartliorpe;ic 
cond,  J.  Wheeler,  Long  Compton. 

Best  boar  pig  of  the  luge  braed  (except  BerkihiR),^ 
18  months  oldw— Pirst  prise,  R.  £.  Duekcring;  ft^*'  I 
Wheeler.  „    | 

Best  bear  ]ng  of  the  small  bned,  under  18  auwtki  (ii<l' 
Pirst  prise,  J.  Wheeler ;  second,  R.  £.  Duckeriag. 

Bestboarpigof  the  smaU  breed,  above  ISnoflthiMt^ 
First  priae,  £.  Umben,  Wi^penbaiy;  wooad,  S>  a* 
Docknnng. 

Best  boar  pig  of  the  Berinhin  breed,  onder  18 Bfltb«^i- 
—Pirst  prise,  J.  Spencer,  YilUttTS  Hill ;  second,  B.HiiBP^ 
Kingstone  Farm,  Shrivenham.  .  .. 

Best  boar  pig  of  the  Berkshire  bned,  above  18  fl«^'^ 
—Pint  prise,  H.  Humphry;  second,  J.Ssiitb*  Bale^a• 
Arden.  ,^ 

Best  breeding  sow,  snekling  piga  of  her  own  fi^<r,/* 
large  breed  (except  Berikslure).- Pint  priie,  ^^^ 
Stookley  Park ;  second,  P.  P.  Wells,  W«*«-«wta*^^ 

Best  breeding  sow  of  the  amall  brsed^I^  V*^  '' 
Walker ;  second,  J.  Wheeler. 

Best  Berkshin  sow.— Pint  priie,  H.  HBopto^ 
J.  Stanley,  Leamington.  ^^jum 

Three  beat  breedng  pigs,  of  om  bmw  dlm*'^ 
hreed.-^Prise,  M.  Walker.  .  ^ 

Three baitbreeding  pin,  of  OMfomvof  1870, tf*^ 
breed.— Prise,  R.  B.  Dackering.  , «-,  ^  s-i. 

Three  beet  breedingpigs,rf  one fkitowef  1870,**^ 
•hire  breel— Piiaci  Rer.  H.  G. Bit^,SwiadH  TionF 

EXTRA  STOCK. 

Pive  shearling  Oxfordahin  down  etei,  JO  aw^®*'* 
Prise,  G.  WaUis,  OU  Shiffor^Bamptoa. 
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CHEESE. 

Time  belt  ehflMM.  not  lets  than  701b.  each,  the  property  of 
tiie  exhibitor,  a  memoer,  and  made  from  his  own  dairy  in  1870. 
->Fnie,  0.  Gibbons,  Tonley  Fkrm,  Bath. 

Best  three  eheesee,  not  exeeediM  6(ftb,  each,  the  property 
of  the  exhibitor,  a  member,  and  made  from  his  own  dairy  in 
1870.— Prise,  S.  C.  Pilgrim,  Bnrbage. 

IMPLEMENTS. 
For  impkmentfl,  £60,  to  he  given  at  lAie  discretion  of  the 


judges.— T.  Corbett,  Persererance  Ironworks,  Shrewsbury, 
£2  •  Milhum  and  Co.,  76,  Chnroh-lane,  Whitechapel,  London, 
highly  commended;  J.  Le  Butt,  Buy  St.  Edmunds,  £1; 
Woods,  Cocksedge,  and  Warner,  Stowmarket,  £2 ;  Barrows 
and  Stewart,  Banbuiy.  £6 :  G.  BaU,  North  Kilworth,  Ragjg, 
£6  ;  Bichmond  and  Chandler,  Salford,  Manchester,  £S ;  W. 
Glover  and  Sons,  Warwick,  £6 ;  T.  Eaddyffe,  High-street, 
Leanungton,  £3 ;  J.  W.  Maim,  Market-square,  Warwick,  £8 ; 
T.  Baker,  Compton,  Newbury,  Berks,  £8 ;  Bowen  and  Horn- 
castle,  Leamington,  £2. 


NOETH    SHBOPSHIEE    AQEICULTUBAL    SHOW. 
MEETIN0  AT  WELLINGTON. 


Ihe  umual  show  was  held  at  Wellington.  Of  the  cattle, 
the  Shorthorns  wero  decidedly  the  best  represented,  the 
daa  lor  bulls  of  any  age  beuur  remarkably  sood.  There 
«ere  some  choice  animals  among  the  Herefords,  out  as  a  dass 
thcj  did  not  come  up  to  the  Shorthorns.  The  sheep  wero  con- 
fined to  Shrapshiras  entirely,  and  were  not  so  meritorious  as 
one  would  have  expected  to  find  on  their  own  native  soil.  As 
it  was  the  most  suooessfiil  exhibitor  came  from  the  neigbouring 
ooontj  of  Staibrdr— Mrs.  Beach,  of  Brewood,  who  exhibited 
wme  exoeUent  pens.  Tho  judging  was  veiy  much  commented 
on  in  the  dasses  for  ewes,  m  whioi  some  apparently  very  fine 
pern,  exhibited  by  a  well-known  Staffordshire  oreeder.  were  en- 
tinly  pessed  over.  The  judges  excluded  them  on  the  ground 
tbst  Uiey  were  not  of  the  oure  Shropshire  type,  were  wanting 
is  onilonnity,  were  over-fed,  and  otnerwise  got  up  for  exhibi- 
tion.  There  was  a  ^ood  show  of  horses ;  those  for  agricul- 
tonl  parposes,  especiaUv  the  pairs,  were  perhaps  the  beet.  The 
Uy  mare  and  foal  which  took  the  first  prize  m  the  dass  for 
Dues  sad  foah  for  hunting  purposes  was  much  admired.  There 
VIS  I  good  cntiy  of  pigs,  and  a  large  proportion  of  them  were 
of  loperior  quahty.  Tne  Wellington  aistrict  not  being  a  dalrv 
coontiy,  then  was  not  much  competition  for  tiie  prizes  offerea 
for  batter  and  cheese. 

JCJPGES. 
Leaphto    HoBSSB.— C«»t.    Lloyd,    Shawbury;    Capt. 
.  and  Sir.  H.  G.  Hamage. 
Lea.  Stoke  Grange;   Mr.  Bourne,  Bnr- 


CATiuB.-^oithoms:  Mr.  Heatley,  Wem;  W.  Hassall, 
Babnej,  WMtefaareh.  Herefords :  ,Jos.  Meire,  Abbotsfield ; 
E.  Jonei,  Norton  Condover. 

Srszp  Am)  Pi08.»O.  Cureton,  Beam  House;  S.Hudson, 
WTtheford  Hall. 

lnu]aim._E.  Davies,  Patton,  Wenlock;  Mr.  Brew- 
iter.BaldertonHaU,  Middle. 

Chsue  astd  Buttu.— T.  Burgees,   Whitchurch  ;   Mrr 


PKIZE    LIST, 
HOBSES. 
liMpbg  horaes.— Fint   prize,    W.  Wright,  Stanford's 
onAgti  ncond,  £.  Beddard,  Wolveriiampton. 

AOmcULTUBAL  AND  OTHEK  HOBSES. 
Mars  and  foaL— First  priie,  T.   Mansdl,  EnaU  Park, 
WeOisgton;  second,  C.  Pelton,  Long  Lane  farm,  near  Wel« 

iU|t0D. 

^of  horsea.p-Fust  prise,  J.  Shenard,  Wellington ;  se^ 
cond,  Q.  Smith,  Eaton  Constantine,  Wellington. 
^  Sinris  hofses.— Fiiitprize,  C.  Mton ;  second,  T.  Camp- 
wll,  Ejton  fislL  near  Wellington. 

CoUs  foaled  in  1868.— Knt  priie^  Mrs.  Sankey,  Bration, 
Mr  Wellington;  second,  £.  B.  Steedman,  High  Ercall,  Wei- 
liBfton. 

Colts  foaled  in  1869.— Fint  priie,  St  J.  C.  Chariton,  Ap^y 
OmIb,  WeUmgton ;  second,  C.Telton. 

ror  hunting  purposes :  Mare  with  foal.— First  prize,  P. 
^dUJddagten,  Wrouter ;  second,  St.  J.  Charlton,  Apley 

^GoltsfiNded  in  1869.^Firat  prize,  T.  Dicken,  Ellerdine, 
•eeond,  W.  Ford,  EUbrd  Hill,  Eodeshall. 


Saddle  and  harness  horses.— Pirst  prize,  G.   M'^Jiight. 
Mossy  Green,  near  Oakengates ;  second,  T.  Mansdl. 

Colts.— First  prize,  G.    M'Knight;  second,  M.  Billing* 
Meeson  Hall,  near  Wellington. 

SHBOPSHUIE  SHEEP. 

Bams.— First  prize,  Mrs.  S.  Beach, Brewood;  second,  W. 
Fowler,  Acton  Beynald. 

Bams  of  1869.— First  prize,  Mrs.  S.  Beach ;  second,  T. 
Nock,  Sutton  House,  near  ShiffnaL 

Bams  of  1870^-First  and  second  prizes.  Mis.  S.  Beach. 

Ewes.— First  prize,  T.  Mansdl;  second, B.  Tanner, Dor« 

Era  of  1869.— First  prize,  T.  Nock ;  second,  T.  Mansdl. 
Ewe  lambs.— First  prue,  Mrs.  S.  Beach ;  second,  M.  Wii- 


CATTLE. 

Shorthorn  bulls.— First  prize,  S.  L.  Horton.  Park  House, 
Shii&ial ;  second,  J.  E.  Stanier,  XJppington,  Wellington. 

Shorthorn  bull,  calved  1869.— First  prize,  Sir  C.  f  .Smythe, 
Bart.,  Acton  Bnmell  Park,  Shrewsbury;  second,  S.  Dicken, 
Little  Ness,  Baschnrch. 

Shorthorn  cow.— First  and  second  prizes,  C.  Juckes,  Bedow 
Hall,  Wroxeter,  Shrewsbury. 

Heifen  calved  1868.— First  prize,  S.  and  J.  Perry,  Acton 
Pigott,  Condover ;  second,  S.  L.  Horton,  Shiffnal. 

Pair  of  Shorthorn  heifers,  cdved  1869.— First  mize,  W. 
Bradbum,  Wednesfidd,  Wolverhampton ;  secoiid,  S.  and  J. 
Perry. 

Hereford^  bulls.- First  prize,  Ribt.  W.  B.  G.  Botfidd, 
Decker  Hill,  Shiffhalj  second,  O.  Smith,  Wellington. 

Bulls  of  1869.^First  prize,  J.  Harding,  Bieton,  Shrews- 
bury ;  second,  R.  Tanner,  Frodedey,  Dorrington. 

Cows.— Urst  and  second  prizes,  M.  Williams,  Diyton, 
Wroxeter.  _ 

Heifers.- First  prize,  B.  Tanner,  Dorrington ;  second,  H. 
DaviciL  Patton,  Much  Wenlock. 

Hdfers  of  1869.— First  prize,  J.  Harding,  Shrewsbury ;  se- 
cond, B.  Turner,  Dorrington. 

Best  cow,  of  any  breed,  for  dairy  purposea.- First  prize,  B. 
Dicken,  Wellington ;  second,  St.  J .  C.  Chariton,  Wellington. 
EXTRA  STOCK. 

Horses.- First-class  medal,  St.  J.  C.  Charlton;  second- 
dasa  medal,  H.  J.  Wilde,  CUverley,  Bridgnorth. 

Cattle.— First-dass  medd,  R.  Everall ;  second-dass  medals, 
S.  and  J.  Perry,  Condover. 

PIGS. 

Boar.— First  prize,  J.  Heatley,  Old  Springs  Farm,  Market 
Drayton ;  second,  Mrs.  Allen,  Upton  Magna. 

Breeding  sow,  in  pig.— First  prize.  Sir  H.  G.  Harnage, 
Bart.,  Bdswardyne  Hafl,  Much  Wenlock ;  second,  T.  Jukes, 
Wellington. 

Farrow  of  pigs.— First  prize,  T.  Badcliffe,  Cheswdl  Grange  j 
second,  W.  Ford,  Elford  Hill,  Ecdeshall. 

Cotteger's  pig.— First  prize,  R.  Bachards,  Wellington ;  se- 
cond, W.  Hendl^,  Wellington. 

CHEESE. 

First  prize,  J.  Heatley,  Market  Dnyton ;  second,  T.  Simon, 

Temlull,  Market  Drayton. 

BUTTER. 

FiifltprizopH. Smith, Eaton Constentine,  Wellington^  ae« 
cond,  G.  Smith. 
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CHESfflRB    AGRICULTURAL    SOCIETY. 
MEETING    AT   SANDfiACH. 


The  entrin  of  cheese  were  scarcely  ao  numerous  ts  they 
hare  been  in  previous  years,  but  it  was  observable  that  there 
was  much  less  disparity  as  to  merit  in  the  different  classes. 
There  were  nineteen  entries  for  the  first  premium,  the  cham- 
pion uriae  beinff  taken  by  a  well-known  Cheshire  maker,  Mr. 
Jos.  Aston,  of  Brassey  Green ;  and  very  close  upon  his  heels 
came  Mr.  Balmer,  of  Tattenhall-lanes.  The  judges  remarked 
that  they  had  never  seen  a  finer  show  of  cheese.  The  butter 
taking  prizes  was  sood,  but  perhaps  not  up  to  the  ideal  of  what 
fresh  butter  should  be.  The  flavour  can  be  seriouslv  im- 
paired or  disguised  bj  salt  The  stock  was  most  noticeable  on 
aooovnt  of  the  younger  bulls  and  the  dairy  cows,  there  beiug 
a  marked  faUing-off  in  the  other  youni  stock,  as  only  for 
one  premium  was  there  competition,  toat  offered  for  heifer 
calves ;  both  heifers  and  stirks  were  conspicuous  by  their  ab- 
sence. Of  the  pigs,  the  entries  both  of  the  large  and  small 
breeds  brought  togetner  some  good  pens.  There  was  just  the 
right  class  of  agricultoral  horses,  and  the  hunters  were  fnUv  up 
to  the  average  standard  of  merit.  None  of  the  Shropenire 
sheep  breeders  had  entered,  but  still  there  was  no  lick  of  compe- 
tition, or  rather  entries,  for  one  exhibitor  had  entered  five  sheep 
for  one  premium,  three  for  another,  two  for  another,  and  so  on. 
His  enternrize  was  rewarded  by  a  second  prise.  They  were 
long-woolled,  and  perhaps  the  qnali^  of  these  was  better  than 
that  of  the  short-wooUed,  where  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Frodsham, 
possessed  an  undoubted  advantage  over  the  other  ezhibitors. 
The  vegetables  and  seeds  were  go<ML  The  show  of  imple- 
ments was  very  fair.    The  following  is  the  list  of  prises : 

CHEESE. 

I'or  the  best  daiir  of  cheese,  either  old  or  new,  not  less  than 
SOlbs.  weight  each.— *First  prize,  J.  Aston,  Brassey  Green, 
Tarpoley ;  second,  T.  Balmer,  Tattenhall  Lane». 

Best  datiT  of  new  cheese,  not  less  than  SOlbs.  nor  more  than 
60lbs.  weight  each.— First  prize,  S.  Willis,  Clotton,  Tarporley ; 
second,  W.  Beckett,  Clive. 

For  the  best  dairy  of  cheese  averaging  above  40lb8.  weight 
each,  not  made  on  the  Sabbath  Day.—Frize,  W.  Beckett 

Best  daily  of  cheese  not  on  the  average  exceeding  40ibs. 
weight  each,  not  made  on  the  Sabbath  Day.— Prize,  J.  Beckett, 
Thurlwood  Farm,  Lawton. 

BUTTER. 

For  the  best  six  dishes  of  butter,  made  by  the  exhibitor. — 
First  prize,  S.  Davies,  Eardswick  Hall ;  second,  S.  Willis, 
Clotton,  Tarporiey ;  third,  J.  Parry,  Weetwood,  Tarporley. 

CATTLE. 

Best  bull  of  anv  ase.— Prize,  C.  Sherwin,  Bostock. 

For  the  best  bull  above  two  years  old. — First  prize,  G. 
Willis,  Ridley  Hall,  Tarporley ;  second,  R.  Bamett,  Wetten- 
hall. 

Best  yearling  bull.— First  prize,  J.  Barker,  Rnditon ;  se- 
cond, k.  Bibbqr*  Astbury  ;  third,  J.  Yemon,  WilUngtons. 

Best  bull  cafr.— Prize,  C.  T.  Dean. 

Beet  pair  of  dairy  cows.— First  prizCjIiord Crewe,  Crewe 
Hall ;  second,  G.  Willis ;  third,  J.  Parr,  HaUon  Hall. 

Best  dairy  cow  in-milk.— First  prize,  J.  Hart^  Bulkdey : 
second,  J.  Parr,  Hatton ;  third,  G.  Willis. 

Best  pair  of  heifer  calves. — ^First  prize,  J.  Goolden,  Hale, 
Altrincham ;  second,  J.  Hart,  Bulkeley ;  third,  J.  Barker, 
Rushton. 

PIGS. 

For  the  ooltager's  or  labourer's  best  fetted  pig.— First  prize, 

LAKOl  BRXBD. 

^^  ^M»J5  ^  "7  aje.— First  prize.  H.  Goodall,  Aralid  j 
eeoottd.  Sir  Phibp  de  M.  Gray  EgerUm,  Oulton  Park. 
Bett  bnediag  sow  of  any  age<— First  prize,  J.  Robinson, 


prize. 
Quit 


Lee  Green  Hall,  Middkwick;   second,  P.  Wright,  ChBiek 

MinshuU. 
Best  litter  of  pigs  not  less  than  eight  in  nnmber.—Fiirt 
xe,  S.  Davies,  &rdswick  HaU;  seeond,  R.  T.  Beekeit, 
ilton  Park,  Tarporley. 

SMALL  BBXED. 

Best  boar  pig  of  any  age.— First  prize,  S.  Davis;  stcoad, 
H.  Goodhall. 

Best  breeding  sow  of  any  agc^First  priie,  S.  Davies ;  se- 
eond, H.  Goodall. 

Best  litter  of  pigs  not  less  than  eight  in  nnmber.—Prize, 
S.  Davies. 

Best  pair  of  gilts.— First  prixe,  Maiqnia  of  Weetminsicr; 
second,  R.  Beckett,  Hartford. 

HOBSES. 

Best  pair  of  horses  for  agricultural  purposes. — ^Fiist  prixe, 
Stonetrough  Colliery  Company;  aeoond,  S.  Lees,  Newtoa, 
Preston  Brook. 

Best  mare  or  gelding  for  agricultural  purposes. — First  prise, 
J.  Pover,  Elton  Hall,  Chester;  second,  Stooetnmch  Collicf; 
Company. 

BMt  stallion  for  affricnltnnl  purposes.— First  prize,  R.  ids 
Biddalph  ;  second,  £.  Burgess,  Smallwood. 

Best  mare  or  geUing  as  a  roadster. — ^First  prixc,  G.  F.  sad 
A.  Brown,  Nantwich ;  second,  G.  Millington,  Ravcnacraft. 


Best  brood  mare,  inth  the  foal  at  her  foot,  for  achcahonl 
purposes.— First  prize,  P.  Leather,  Stretton ;  second,  Marqtis 
of  Westminster. 


Best  two-year-old  gelding  or  fiUv  for  agricultural  purposn. 
— ^First  prize,  J.  Guner,  Tattenhall;  second,  J.  Hombj, 
Minshull  Vernon. 

Best  ^rling  seldbgor  filly  for  agricultural  pwposcs— 
First  prize,  C.  HoUingshead,  Minshiul  Vernon ;  aecoad,  J- 
Hiomby. 

Best  brood  mare  for  breedbg  hunters. — ^Arize,  StoB^ 
trough  Colliery  Companv. 

Brat  three-year-ola  colt  for  hunting  purposea.— Priae,  J.  W. 
M'Gill,  Sparrow-lane,  Sandbaeh. 

Best  mare  or  gelding  suitable  for  a  hunter. — ^Firtt  pritf, 
W.  R.  Court,  Newton  Manor,  Middlewich;  second,  J 
Pdnons,  Tiverton. 

Mare  or  gelding  who  is  the  best  performer  aa  a  hnnter.-* 
First  prize,  P.  il.  Taylor,  Congleton;  seoond,  J.  Oibh, 
Worleston. 

SHEBP. 

Best  longwoolled  ram. — First  and  second  piiies,  R.  Johi* 
son,  KirUreton,  Wirksworth. 

Best  shearling  longwoolled  ram.— First  and  aneond  priffi. 
R.  Johnson. 

Best  longwoolled  tup  Uimb. — ^First  prize,  R.  Johnson ;  se- 
cond, R.  Richardson,  Sandbaeh. 

Best  three  longwoolled  ewes.— 'First  prize,  J.  Cheeta,  Btf- 
row ;  second,  R.  Johnson. 

Best  three  longwoolled  shearling  ewea.-^F!nt  pme,  B- 
Richardson;  seconid, R.  Johnson. 

Best  three  longwoolled  ewe  lambs. — ^First  prise,  8.  Darittr 
Emrdswick  Hall ;  second,  T.  Ridundson,  Booth  liue,  Std- 
bach. 

Best  shortwooUed  ram.-T-rirat  priz^  T.  JoIumib,  Tbt 
Hermitage,  Frodsham ;  second,  T.  Rigbv,  Over,  Wiasfecd. 

Best  ^leailing  shoitwooUed  ran.— F^rat  priae^  T.  Johmos; 
second,  R.  O.  Leyceater,  Toft. 

Best  shortwooUed  tap  hunb.— >F!rst  prise,  T.  Johniai 
second,  8.  Alien,  Onston,  Weaveriiam. 

Best  three  shortwooUed  ewes.— lirat  prixe,  T.  Johasea 
second,  J.  Barker,  Rushton. 

Best  three  shortwooUed  sheaiiiMf  e«ea.«-ff  ist  priie,  T. 
Johnson ;  second,  R.  0.  Leveester,  Toft. 

Best  three  abortwooiwr  ewe  laaba.— First  pose,  RO. 
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I/Tccsteri   second,  Sir  P.  de   31.    Grey   Ggerton,  Oulton  ' 

Park.  I 

vegetabj.es  and  seeds. 

For  the  beet  sample  of  white  wheat. — Prise,  T.  H.  Hodson, 
Edieitou  fann,  Nantwich. 

For  the  best  aampto  of  yellaw  or  red  wheat. — ^Frise,  T. 
Rigby,  Ofer. 

best  sample  of  oats,  any  Tariety.— Prize,  J..Bobi]i80D,  Ijee 
GrecD  UbU,  Middlewich. 

heA  itmple  of  barley,  any  variety. — Prize,  T.  H.  Hodaon. 

Best  sample  of  beans,  any  variety. — Prize,  S.  Davis,  Eards- 
viek  Hall. 

Best  six  roots  of  tornipa.^ — ^Prize,  Golonel  Cholmondeley* 

Best  nx  roots  of  mangold9.~Prize,  T.  Balmer,  Tattenhall 
Lenes. 

Best  sample  of  potatoes,  of  any  kind.— Prize,  J.  Wright, 
Church  MinshoU. 


IMPLEMENTS. 
£10  |nven  at  the  discretion  of  the  judges  for  the  best  in- 
viduai  implements  shown  at  the  different  stands :  Richmond 
and  Chandler,  Salford,  Manchester,  £1  10s.,  for  chaff  cotter ; 
T.  Bostock,  Burslem,  £1  10s.,  for  Howard's  self  acting  rake  ; 
Hancock  and  Poden,  Sandbach,  £1  for  Ransomes  and  Sims' 
plouffh  and  foor-horse  ensine ;  D.  Harkes,  Mere,  £1  for 
donble-fiirrow  plough ;  G.  Lewis,  Hassall,  Sandbach,  lOs.  for 
a  mill ;  Messrs.  Keyworth,  33,  Tarleton-street,  Liverpool,  lOs. 
for  double  turnip  scarifier,  alao  £1  for  sheep  rack  and  cotu 
crasher. 

WOOL. 

Best  three  fleeces  of  short  wool.  —  Prize,  T.  Pinchett, 
Rushton. 

Best  three  fleeces  of  long  wool. — First  and  second  prizes, 
R.  Richardson,  Sandbach. 


EAST    CHESHIRE    AGEIOULTXJRAL    SOCIETY. 
MEETING   AT  MACCLESFIELD. 


At  the  first  annual  exhibition  of  the  East  Cheshire  Agri- 
cBltursl  Society,  the  weather  seriously  marred  the  suooesa  of 
the  show,  a  violent  atorm  of  wind  and  rain  prevailing  during 
thedar.  The  Society  haa  onJy  been  in  existence  a  short  time, 
ud  iaits  formation  amalgamates  a  number  of  small  local 
eihibitioQs  in  the  division  of  the  county  in  which  it  is  esta- 
blished. A  sum  of  £600  was  offered  in  prizes,  bnt  this  amount 
seemed  to  fail  in  securing  an  exhibition  of  stock  at  all  eom- 
mensarate  with  the  district. 

There  were  267  premiums  offered,  bnt  in  a  great  number  of 
instaaces,  partly  on  account  of  the  weather  and  partly  owing 
to  the  fact  of  the  great  county  aliow  at  Sandbach,  which 
opeoed  on  Thursday,  there  was  no  competition.  The  samples 
of  maagold  wurtzel  entered  for  competition  in  the  class  for 
the  large  red  description  were  of  extraordinary  size  and 
fabesi.  John  M*Lnclue,  Batley,  received  the  first  award  out 
of  competitors  from  Bollington,  Edgeley,  Eaton,  and  Hand- 
forth.  For  swede  turnips  Mr.  Newcombe,  Bollington,  was 
flrst.  The  staple  cheese  and  butter  created  an  interest  in  the 
show-ground  only  exhibited  at  a  Cheshire  ahow,  and  the  first 
prize  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Robert  Hyam,  Snelson,  the  second 
to  Margaret  Wood,  dairymaid  to  Mr.  E.  Herford,  Borriahall. 
Foar  first  preminona,'  awarded  for  cheese,  were  distributed  as 
foIloTi :  Best  specimen,  not  leas  than  three  shown,  each  60lb. 
veight,  Solomon  Etchells,  Batlej;  under  601b.  and  not  less 
IhsQ  30Ib.  in  wdght,  William  Weatherb^,  Siddington;  for 
hest  three  cheese,  not  less  than  501b.,  madem  the  present  year, 
^^wtfit  Jackson,  Old  Withington ;  best  three  cheeses,  under 
^Ib.,  made  in  the  present  year,  Peter  Robinson,  Rainow. 
In  the  awards  for  grain,  J.  Faolkner,  Offerton,  received 
M  premium  for  four  bnshels  of  new  white  wheat  grown  this 
jear;  and  S.  Ridgway,  Upton  Hall,  for  red  wheat. 

A  better  show  of  cattle  might  reasonably  have  bean  expected 
in  inch  a  district  Includin^r  the  op^  competition,  ana  thoae 
confined  to  tenant  farmers  within  the  district^  there  were  only 
oianimali  entered,  and  in  many  competitions  the  stock  were 
of  Rucli  a  deacription,  and  the  entries  ao  few,  that  the  judges 
withheld  the  awarda.  In  the  class  for  tenant  farmers  resident 
vithin  the  district  the  first  prize  for  the  beat  bull  nnder  three 
yean  was  given  to  John  Chetham,  Norbnry ;  Thomaa  Nor- 
hory,  Mettram  St.  Andrew,  aeoond.  ifor  bulla  nnder  two  veara 
old,  first  Joseph  Anderton,  Oawsworth  ;  second.  J.  Jackson, 
Handforth.  The  other  awards  were  for  bull  calf.  Allan 
Canwell,  Batley  ;  cow  in-milk  or  in-calf,  John  Leather, 
Higher  Bent  House,  Cheadle-Hulme ;  barren  cow,  John 
Chetham ;  cow  or  heifer.  Captain  T.  W.  Sykea,  Cheadle ; 
heifer  in-calf  or  in-milk  under  three  yeara,  John  Chetham: 
heifer  under  two  years  old,  John  Chetham.  In  the  general 
competition,  James  Golden,  CL&y  Houae  Hall,  Altrincham, 
noetved  the  first  for  aged  bull ;  Daniel  Ashbrook,  Reddish, 
Mar  Stockport,  for  the  best  cow ;  W.  J.  L^h,:M.Pn  Lyme 
Park,  two-year-old  heifer ;  the  same  gentleman  for  the  best 


year-old  heifer ;  best  year-old  bnUt  W.  Jackson,  Lyme,  Hand- 
le ;  James  Robinson,  Rainow,  for  cows  of  any  age  in-milk 
or  in-ealf ;  Samuel  Barlow,  Rainow,  for  the  best  calf. 

The  horses  as  a  class  were  not  an  exceptional  show,  those 
used  for  anicnltural  pnrpoaes  predominating  in  point  of 
nnmber,  although  bv  no  means  numerous  for  such  a  district. 
Best  brood  mare,  J.  F.  D'Arcy  Wright ;  best  three-year-old 
gelding  or  filly,  John  Millward,  Sutton  ;  and  the  Other  chief 
awarda  were  as  follows — ^Two-year-old  gelding  or  filly,  W.  C. 
Brocklehnrst,  M.P. ;  roadster  mare,  Richardson  Andrew, 
Frestbarv  Hall ;  cob  nnder  15  hands,  H.  S.  Aspinwall, 
Macclesfield ;  pony,  mare  or  gelding,  James  Dalziel,  Batley. 
In  the  dass  for  tenant  faiteers  the  awards  were:  PAir  of 
horses  for  agricultural  purposes,  Thomas  and  Samuel  Nor- 
bury,  Chelford :  mare  or  gelding,  for  agricultural  purposes,  S. 
Worthington,  Woodford  ;  brood  mare  for  similar  purposes  J. 


and  J.  Hlimson.  Poynton ;  three-vear-old  gelding,  S.  Worth- 
ington; two-year-old  ditto,  F.  Philips,  Wilmslow ;  vear-old, 
gelding  or  filly,  W.  Shaw,  Oawsworth ;  weaning  foal,  J.  and 


J.  Hamson.  In  the  genovl  competition  the  premium  for  the 
best  stallion  was  awarded  to  Thomas  Standbank,  Dunham, 
Massev  ;  and  for  hnnter  mare,  W.  C.  Brocklehnrst,  M.P. 
J.  C.  Rogerson,  Manchester,  took  the  premium  for  a  pony  not 
over  13  hands ;  Sykes  and  Co.,  Edgeley,  for  mare  for  draught 
pnrpoaes;  and  the  Stonedongh  ODlliery  Co., Lancaster, Tor 
the  best  pAir  of  draught  horses. 

The  prizes  for  sheep  and  pigs  were  by  no  means  closely 
contested.  There  were  80  entries  in  the  former,  and  in  the 
latter  about  25.  Nathan  Cotham,  Norbury  Hall,  received  the 
award  for  long-wooUed  ram ;  John  Willott,  Runow,  for  tup 
lamb,  pen  of  five  long-woolled  ewes,  pen  of  eve  Iambs,  and 
pen  of  fat  ewes;  W.  J.  I^egh,  M.P.,  for  ehort-woolled  ram 
and  ahearling  ram ;  the  Rev.  J.  Thomcroft,  for  tup  lamb : 
John  Wright,  Walker's  Heath,  Oawsworth,  for  best  pen  of 
five  year  olds  of  the  long-woolled  breed ;  Enoch  Cla^rton, 
Bosley,  for  pen  of  fat  wethers ;  and  J.  F.  D'Arcy  Wrightj^ 
Mottram  Hall,  for  pen  of  short-woolled  ewes  and  ewe  lamba. 
For  pigs  Mrs.  T.  Mottershead,  Sutton,  received  the  first  award 
for  boars  of  the  krge  breed ;  W.  D.  B.  Davenport,  M.P., 
for  boan  of  the  middle  breed ;  Richardson  Andrew,  Prestbory 
Hall,  for  breeding  sow  of  the  large  breed ;  J.  Oliver.  Ivy 
Lane,  Macdeafield,  for  the  best  fat  pig;  and  C.  Bullock, 
Macclesfield,  in  the  class  for  cottagers. 

The  principal  preminma  for  implements  were  awarded  as 
follows :  Best  stand  of  implements,  Samuel  Holland,  Macdea- 
field ;  beat  stand  of  implementa  manufactured  by  the  exhi- 
bitor, D.  Harkea,  Mere,  Knutsford.  MedaU  were  awarded  to 
J,  Sinclair,  London  and  Manchester,  for  chemical  fire  engine, 
and  to  Norton,  Stockport,  for  patent  filter. 

At  the  annuial  dinner  of  tlie  sodety,  hdd  in  the  Town  Hall 
on  Tneaday  evening,  the  chair  waa  oocnpied  by  Mr.  W.  C. 
Brocklehnrst,  M.P. 
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GLAMORGANSHIRB    AGEICULTUEAL    SOCIETY. 
HEETIMO  AT  OOWBBIDGrE. 


The  Agrienltanl  Sodety  of  ths  oonntjr  ntanied  to  its 
native  place,  after  jooneying  in  aacoeiaiTe  years  to  Car. 
diir  and  Neath.  It  oriKinated  in  the  Yale  of  Glamorgan  near 
a  century  hack.  It  held  its  meetings  annoaUy  at  Cowbrid^ 
for  many  following  years,  and  after  a  short  ezperienoe  of  nu- 
gratoiy  movement,  sncceesftdly  introdooed  three  years  ago,  it 
nas  p^d  **  the  garden  of  Wales'*  another  visit,  and  has  proved 
by  the  result  that "  there  is  no  place  like  home.'* 

There  were  a  hundred  more  entries  than  in  any  previous 
year.  It  is  sonewhat  singular  and  certainly  unusoal,  that  the 
show  was  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  county.  There  were 
no  fingHsh  competitors  for  any  of  the  prises,  nor  any  entries 
sent  in  by  farmers  outside  the  limits  of  the  county  of  Gla- 
morgan. There  was  a  dight  fidling  off  in  the  number  of 
shMp,  which  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  badness  of  the 
season ;  bat  this  was  made  up  by  the  increase  in  the  horses 
and  cattle.  There  was  a  fine  exhibition  of  Herefords,  and  the 
Shorthorn  and  cross-breed  show  was  larxe.  Some  of  the  beasts, 
and  particularly  the  bulls,  were  very  fine,  of  good  proportions, 
with  plenty  of  flesh.  Horses  made  the  best  display,  and  were, 
on  the  whole,  good. 

PRIZE   LIST. 

CATTLE. 

HSBZT0BD8. 

Best  two  cows,  above  three  years  old,  in  calf  or  in  milk,  and 
their  olbpriug  under  twelve  months  old. — ^Rrst  prize,  W.  S. 
Powell,  Eglwysnunyd,  Taibach;  second,  W.  8.  Powell. 

Best  cow,  above  three  years  old,  in  calf  or  in  milk.— Pirst 
priie,  W.  5.  Powell ;  second,  W.  S.  Powell. 

Best  boll.— First  prize,  L.  and  H.  Thomas,  Tydraw,  Cow- 
bridge. 

Best  yearling  bull.— Priie,  W.  8.  PoweU. 

Best  two-year-old  heifer,  in  calf  or  in  milk,  for  breeding 
purposes. — First  and  second  prizes,  W.  S.  PowelL 

Best  yearling  heifer  for  breeding  purposes.— First  nrise, 
T.  Thomas,  St.  Hilary,  Cowbridge  j  second,  W.  S.  Powell. 

BHORTHOBirS. 

Best  two  cows,  above  three  years  old,  in  calf  or  in  milk,  and 
their  offspring  under  twelve  months  old. — First  prize.  J. 
Gaxsed,  The  Moorknds,  Lantwifc  Muor  (Blanche) ;  second,  D. 
Owen,  Ash  Hall,  Cowbridge  (Fancy).  . 

Best  cow,  above  three  years  old,  in  calf  or  in  milk.— First 
prise,  T.  Dalton,  Cardiff;  second,  A.  Watts,  Coity. 

Best  bull.— First  prise,  D.  Owen;  second,  J.  H.  Harding, 
Cardiff. 

Best  yearling  bull.— Prize,  A.  Watts. 

Best  two-year-old  heifer,  in  caU  or  in  milk,  for  breeding 
purposes.— First  prize,  J.  M.  Harding,  Hill  Earm,  Swansea 
(Q^een  of  the  Ocean) ;  second,  J.  M.  Harding  rEmblem). 

jBest  yearling  heifer,  for  breeding  purposes.- First  prizci  D. 
Owen ;  second,  J.  Bruce  Pryce,  the  I)uffiryn,  St.  Nicholas. 

OTESR  PUBS  OS  CR088-BBXXD8. 

Best  two  milking  cows,  three  years  old.— Pint  prize,  W. 
Prichajd,Bryntirion,  Bridgend;  second,  A.  Watts. 

Best  milking  cow,  above  three  years  old.— First  prize,  J. 
Thomas,  liswomey. 

Best  pair  of  yearling  steers.— Prize,  W.  S.  PowelL 

Best  bull  c  Jf,  of  any  pure  breed.— First  prize,  T.  ThomaM ; 
second,  W.S.Powell. 

Best  heifsr  calf  of  any  pure  breed.— First  prize,  J.  Williams, 
liantrithyd  (Fancy) ;  second,  T.  Thomas. 

Best  bull*  cow  in  calf  or  in  milk,  and  their  oibprinff  under 
twelve  months  old,  of  any  pure  breed.— First  prize,  Mjuot  T. 
Picton  TubcrviU,  Ewenny  Abbey,  Bridgend ;  second,  W,  S. 
PowelL 

EXnU  STOCK. 

Highly  comxiended,  J.  ITilliams,  Llintrithyd. 


lohg-wool. 

Best  yearling  nBii.-.Firsk  prize,  C.  Sp«ioer,  G^l«toI^s«tt 
Cowbri^e;  second,  W. Donne, Monkton, neuBndnB^ 

Best  ram  lamb.— First  prize,  J.  Williams,  CacRsdy.Cof- 
bridge;  second,  W.  Donne.  . 

Best  five  evre  lambs,  for  breeding  purposes.— Kist  pn»,l. 
Thomas;  second,  J.  Williams. 

Best  five  wether  lambs.— Prize,  J.  Williams. 

Best  five  ewes  exceeding  threeyean  old  tiwt  have  bred  tte 
preceding  year.— First  prize,  J.  Williams. 

SHOST-WOOL. 

Beat  yearfing  nm^First  prize,  Morgan  Bees,  Gazthlkm, 


Swansea. 
Boat  ram  lamb.F— First 


East  ram  lamb.F— First  prizci  M.  Beea. 

Best  five  ewe  lambs  for  breeding  purposes.— First  pnie,  M. 
Bees ;  second,  J.  B.  Pryce. 

Best  five  ewes,  ezoeoling  three  years  old,  tiiathavebndtk 
preoeding  aeason.— Priaci  M.  Bees, 


Best  yearling  nun.— First  prize,  J.  Wffliams,  Bed  hm, 
Penlline. 

Best  five  yearling  ewes^— First  prize,  Howell  Hany^CwU, 
Tstradowen.  _ , , 

Best  pen  of  four  breeding  ewes  and  one  taiii,of  Wet* 
mountain  breed. — ^Prize,  H.  Harrys. 

Best  pen  of  five  mountam  wethers  bred  in  the  eomf." 
Prize,  H.  Harrys.  ,     ,    ww 

Best  nen  of  five  yearling  ewes  of  any  ppre  breefl.— rini 
prize,  J.  Williams  Oong-w«>l);  second;  C,  Spencer  (k»g- 
wool).  _„.       _ 

Best  aged  tain  of  any  breed.— Prize,  J.  WilhaiM  (kB«- 
wool). 

WOOL. 

For  the  best  ten  long-wool  fieeoes.  the  dip  of  1870,  ftf» 
sheep  bred  by  the  exhibitor  in  the  county  of  GbmaTgu-- 
Prize* C.  Spencer.  ,     ,.    ,,„,, 

Best  ten  short-wool  or  croes-bred  fieeces,  the  dip  ot  im 
— Prize,  W.S.  Powell. 

HGS. 

Best  sow,  with  pigs  or  in  furrow,  of  any  large  breei— W«» 
J.  Thomas,  East  Fidd  House,  Cowbridge. 

Best  sow  with  pigs  or  in  forrow,  of  any  small  brBefl.-"rniei 
W.  Harding,  Cowbridge  Mills.  

Best  boar  of  any  laree  breed.— Prize,  J.  B.  Pryce.        - 

Best  boar  of  any  small  breed.— Prize,  T.  B.  Bees  IJfflJtf- 

Best  boar  under  a  year  old.— Prize,  T.  V.  Beeci^^UuWt 

Best  pair  of  sows  under  a  year  dd.— Prise,  F.Tbo»"*» 
Goldsland,  Wenvoe. 

HOBSES. 

Best  cart  stallion,  which  shaU  cover  in  theconBjrtejJ 
the  season  of  1871.— Prize, T.  Eari.  St.  Mary  Hill.Bnjr*^ 

Best  maw  and  foal  for  the  general  purposes  of  hMbsacr.- 
Prize,  B.  Thomaa,  Aberavon,  near  Tkibaeh. 

Best  two-year-old  gelding  or  maie  for  the  geneisl  psqw^ 
of  husbandry.— Prize,  A.  Watta.  . .  _ 

Best  yearling  colt  or  filly,  for  tlie  general  fnpwes  of  an- 
bandi^.— Prize,  K.  Thomas,  Tipper  Court,  TaihadL 

HTTVTBXS. 

Thoroughbred  8taDimi,oaktttaled  to  pRid«Bewd*t^«^ 

hunters,  to  cover  in  the  comity  for  ti»  season  of  1871  «*2 
—First  prize,  D.  Eari,  Croes  Inn,  Whitctandi,  ^^ 
(Loyola,  by  SurpUce.  dm  Latitude  by  Uafft)^  ^>P^ 
commended:  D.EarL 

Broodmare,  oaknlatodtot 
and  covered  by  a  thoroughbred  horse  for  a  i 
hunter.«Prize,  M.  Williams,  Abeipeigvm. 
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Two-][ear-old  gelding  or  mm,  gjot  by  « thoroiighbred  hofie, 
for  a  weight-emyiog  hunter.— Price,  L  and  H.  Thomai,  T7- 
draw,  near  Cowbridge. 

Yeariing  oolt  or  flDy,  got  by  a  thoronghbted  hone  for  a 
vdght-eanying  hunter.— Frize,  L.  Jenkui,  l^nyoaia,  Bt. 
Haiy-hill. 

flackney  gelding  or  mare,  between  14  and  16  handa  high.— 
Prize,  W.  Davia,  The  Meadowa,  Bridgend  (Matchleaa). 

Cob  between  13  and  14  handa  highw— frixe,  Captain  J.  S. 
Ballard,  The  Verlanda,  Cowbridse. 

Poay  not  eineeding  IS  handi  high.— Friae,  Migor  T.  Ficton 
Tarbenrill. 

Pair  of  eart-honea,  for  the  general  pnrpoaea  of  hnabandry. 
—First  priae,  E.  Williama,  Farknewydd,  Fyle ;  aeoond,  v, 
Owen,  Aah  &11,  Cowbridge. 

Poor-year-old  honter,  np  to  at  leaat  12  atone  with  honnda, 
the  property  of  the  exhibitor*  who  muat  be  a  tenant  farmer  in 
fbe  eoonty  of  Glamorgan,  occuping  50  acrea  or  npwarda  of 
Jaiul,  opentonon-aubacribera  £10  lOa.— Frize,  C.  Spencer. 


Weight-oarrying  banter  got  by  a  thoronj^hbred  horae,  up  to 
at  leaat  14  atone  with  honnda.— Firat  prize.  Captain  J.  S. 
BaUard ;  aeoond.  Captain  J.  S.  Ballard. 


Light-weight  hnnter,  got  by  a  thorooghbred  horae.— First 
ize,  B«v.  C.  Stac5y,  m*   ■  ~    .— 

bariea,  Ely  MiUa,  Cardiff. 


prize,  Bev.  C.  Stao^,  'Vniitcharch,  near  Cardiff;  aecond,  J. 


Foor-year-old  oolt  or  filly,  far  hameaa  pnrpoaea,  not  under 
15 1  handa  high,  bred  in  the  county  of  Olunorgan.- Frize,  J. 
Williama,  Bed  I^arm. 

DAIRY  FRODUCE. 

Beat  lot  of  cheeae  not  leai  than  1  cwt — ^Firat  prize,  T.  Cul- 
▼erwell,  Llwynheiig,  Cowbiidge:  aeeond,  T.  Culverwell; 
third,J.Wimama7 

Beat  lot  of  freah  batter  in  pounda,  not  leaa  than  ten. — ^Firat 
wize,  J,  Darid,  Stemb ridge,  near  Cowbridge ;  aecond,  J.  Jonea, 
Old  Beanpre,  Cowbridge ;  third,  J.  Darid. 

Beat  cwt.  of  thin  cheeae,  made  in  the  county  of  Glamorgan. 
—Frize,  T.  CulrerwelL 


FEODSHAM  CENTRAL  FAHMERS'  CLUB. 


The  Frodaham  Central  Farmera*  Clnb  mar  be  looked  upon  aa 
the  rerascitation  of  the  Dareabor^  and  Frodahun  Farmera^Clnb, 
which,  like  many  agricultural  aooetiea,  coUapaed  when  the  cattle 
plague  appeared.  But  the  new  Society  haa  oonaiderably  ex- 
tended  the  area  of  ita  operationa,  and  bida  fair  to  achiere  much 
greater  sncoeae  than  the  old  one  could  haTo  erer  hoped  for. 
Proof  of  that  waa  now  given,  but,  aa  waa  the  caae  laat  year,  the 
iBoeeia  waa  not  ao  great  aa  waa  anticipated,  aa  one  very  necea- 
laiy  element,  fine  weather,  waa  again  wanting.  The  abow,  aa 
a  vbde,  wae  unqueetionably  in  advance  of  the  last, 
and,  despite  the  weather,  may  be  looked  upon  aa  a  ano- 
oess.  The  entriea»  ezoepting  thoae  of  aheep  and  roota  and 
com,  were  in  exoeaa  of  last  year,  and  the  competition  waa 
conseqnently  keener.  The  oheeae  waa  very  good  and  pretty  ripe  ; 
a  lot  of  aneoloar«i  waa  but  poor,  while  the  best  waa  that  take 
jug  the  Marqoia  of  Cholmondelejpa  prize,  given  to  cheeae  made 
in  a  dairy  where  Sunday  labour  ia  entirely  dispenaed  with.  Of 
the  batter  we  defer  to  the  judges  aa  to  the  firat  and  aecond 
beat,  hot  tiie  remainder  had  that  fault  common  to  Cheahire, 
too  moeh  aalt  Some  of  the  stock  waa  very  good,  but 
this  doea  not  apply  to  all  the  oUaaes,  aa  it  will  be  aeen  there 
vu  only  a  few  young  thinga  ahown.  Of  horaea  there  waa  a 
&irihow. 

The  nubea  were : 

B.  Broady,  Mancheater.       J.  GrilHtha,  Hawarden. 
*  Dickenaon,  UphoUand.    G.  Jackaon,  TattenhalL 
Hugh  Doran,  Stretford.       J.  Lowe,  Fresoot. 
-  Dutton,  Stantborne.        T.  Rigby,  Over. 

FRIZE  LIST. 
CATTLE. 

Best  bull  of  anj  breed  most  suitable  for  dairy  purposes 
uder  four  vears  old.~First  prize,  J.  W.  Antrobua,  Stockham ; 
second,  T.  Moreton. 

Best  bull  under  two  vears  old.— First  prize,  W.  Darbyahire, 
Grappenhall ;  eeoond,  J.  Hewitt,  Norton. 

Best  rair  of  dairy  eowa,  any  breed.— Firat  prize,  W.  Wil- 
kinson, Dutton ;  second,  J.  Hewitt. 

Best  pair  of  heifera  under  three  years  old*— First  prize,  W. 
Wiikioson;  second,  J.  Hewitt. 

Best  pair  of  beifen  under  two  years  old.— First  priie^  J. 
HewiU;  second  (divided).  F.  Frieatner,  Feel  Hall. 

Best  pair  of  heifer  calvea. — ^Prize.  J.  Hewitt. 

Best  bull  of  any  age.— Frize,  J.  Fercival,  Godaeroft. 

Best  Boll  under  two  years  old.— Frize,  S.  Allen,  Onatoa. 

Best  dairy  oow  of  any  breed. — ^Firat  prize,  J.  Swinton,  Run- 
corn ;  second,  J.  Weir,  Lower  Walton. 

Best  heifer  nnder  three  years  old.— First  prize,  J.  Weir; 
Bccond,  J.  Reynolda,  Frodaham. 

Best  heifer  under  twoyearsold.— First  prize,  J.  Highfleld, 
Frandley  Houae,  Seven  Oaki;  second,  T.  Ditchfield,  Rnn- 
eora.- 

Best  pair  of  heifer  ealves^FirstpriM^  W.  BnrgeH^  Stodb- 
bam }  aecond,  J.  Wxi^t,  Helaby. 


Beat  bull  moat  auitable  for  dairy  purpoiea  under  four  yeara 
old. — Firat  and  aeoond  prizea.  J.  Hewitt. 

Beat  pair  of  dairy  oowa. — Firat  and  aecond  prizea,  J.  Farr, 
Hatton. 

Best  pair  of  heifers  nnder  three  years  old.— First  prize,  J. 
HLnan ;  second.  J.  Hewitt. 

Best  pair  of  heifers  under  two  years  old.-^Frize,  J.  Hewitt. 

HORSES. 

Best  stallion  of  the  cart  or  waggon  kind.— Frize,  P.  la- 
ther, Strotton. 

Best  team  of  cart  horses  with  or  without  gears.— S.  I^es, 
Newton-by-Daresbury ;  second,  T.  Johnson,  Runcorn. 

Best  agriciiltural  horse,  mare,  or  gelding. — ^First  prize,  J. 
Fover,  Elton  Hall ;  second,  F.  Leather,  Stretton. 

Best  brood  mare  of  the  cart  breeds — ^First  prize,  S.  Mort, 
Frodaham ;  second,  S.  Littler,  Trafford. 

Best  gelding  or  filly  under  three  years  old.— First  prize,  J. 
Fover,  Elton  Hall ;  second,  M.  Ravenseroft,  Kingsley. 

Best  gelding  or  filly  under  two  years  ohL — Frize,  S.  Hort. 

Best  weaning  oolt.— First  prize,  T.  Ditchfield.  Rnneom ; 
second,  R.  Nicholson,  Chester. 

HUHTXRS. 

Best  brood  mare  suitable  for  breeding  hunters.— Frize,  J. 
Higson,  Frodsham. 

Beat  hunter  of  any  a^  np  to  14  atone.— Firat  prize  (silver 
oup),J.H.Haye8.~'    '  .-•«.«         ^    . 


up),  J. 
Beat 


any  age  uj 
Frodaham 


lu; >  tf .  u.  uajcs.  m: ■woiwih  -,  acoond,  W.  R,  Weaver,Chester. 

Best  hunter  of  any  age,  light  weight.— Firat  prize  (aiiver 
_  ip).  R.  Aahton,  Five  Crosaea ;  aeoond,  T.  Lowe,  Old  Pale. 

Beat  three  or  four-year-old  gelding  or  fiUv  beat  adapted  for 
making  a  hunter.— Prize,  J.  Cossins,  Blue  Cap  Cottage,  San- 
diway. 

FIGS. 

Best  boar  of  any  breed  most  suitable  for  farmers'  purposes. 
—First  prize,  W.  Darbyshiro,  Grappenhall ;  second,  A.  Lock- 
wood,  Cnester. 

Best  breedmg  sow  suitable  for  formers*  purposes.— First  prize, 
J.  Hewitt,  Norton ;  second,  A  Stretch,  Riley  Bank. 

For  the  beat  fat  pig  belonging  to  any  cottager  in  the  dis- 
trict.—Firat  and  aecond  prizes,  T.  Berrington,  Overton ;  third, 
R.  Trelfall,  Frodaham ;  fourth,  T.  Woodvrard,  Overton. 
SH££P. 

LONG-WOOLLED. 

Best  long-woolled  ram  of  any  age  most  suitable  for  the  dis- 
trict-First prize,  J.  Cheers,  Barrow ;  second,  J.  Parr,  Hatton. 

Best  shearing  ram,  as  above.— First  and  second  prizes,  J. 
Cheers. 

Best  tap  lamb  of  any  age.— Ilrst  prize,  J.  Sheen,  Eddis- 
bury;  second.  J.  Cheers. 

Best  pen  of  three  ewes  of  any  age.— Brst  and  second  prizes, 
J.  Cheers. 

Best  pen  of  three  shearling  ewes^—Bist  prize,  J.  Pkrr,  Hat- 
ton ;  second,  J.  Cheen. 

Best  three  ewe  lambs,— fust  prize,  J.Parr)  second,  J.Cheeit. 
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SnORT-WOOLLlU. 

Bc»t  shori-vooUed  ram  of  any  Hgc— Pri*e,  T.  John&oa, 
Hermitage. 

Bert  ihearliiig  ram. — Firrt  prize,  T.  Johoson ;  aecond,  J. 
Uord,  Traffbrd. 

Best  top  lamb.^ilrst  priae,  S.  Allen,  Onston  \  aecond,  T. 
Johnson. 

Bert  pen  of  three  ewes.— -Firrt  prize,  T.  Johnson ;  second, 
G.lioyd. 

Best  pen  of  tiiree  shearlinff  ewes.— Prize,  T.  Johnson. 

Best  three  ewe  lambs.-*Fnze,  T.  Johnson. 

CHEESE 
(Prises  open  to  the  connty  of  Chester ) 
Best  three  cheeses  where  Sunday  labour  is  entirely  dis- 
pensed with.— Prize,  W.  Beece,  Ashton  Hall  Chester. 

Bert  three  eheeses. — Firrt  prize,  J.  Bobinson,  Ernslow 
Orange ;  second,  J.  PoTer. 

Bert  three  cheeses.— Firrt  prize,  T.  Golbome,  Willington ; 
second,  J.  Drinkwater,  Seren  Oaks. 

BUTTfiE. 
For  the  best  basket  of  butter  (six  1  lb.  prints). — First  prize, 
J.  Parnr,  Bridge  End  Furm  ;  second,  J.  Andrews,  Frodsham ; 
third.  T.  Booth,  Wheatwood-cottage,  near  Tarporley ;  fourth, 
T.  Horton,  Frodsham. 


RCX)TS. 
Bert  six  roots  of   common  turnips. — ^Frii«,  J.   Higfeon, 
Frodsham. 
Bert  dx  rooU  of  Swedish  tornips.— Prize,  J.  Hi^soa. 
Best  six  roots  of  mansold-wnrtzel.— Prize,  J.  HigMm. 
Bert  three  Scotch  cabbages.— Prixc,  W.  Weir,  Noitoa. 

SEED  CORN. 

Bert  sample  of  white  seed  wheat— Prize,  T.  Wright,  Wood- 
houses.  ^   , 

Bert  sample  of  yellow  or  red  whealw— Prize,  J.  Wright, 
Helsby. 

Best  sample  of  white  seed  oats.— Prize,  J.  Swiatoo,  Rob- 
com. 

Best  sample  of  yellow  seed  oats.— Prize,  £.  Dodd,  MooU». 
worth. 

Best  sample  of  black  seed  oats.— Prize,  J.  H.  Haves, 
Frodsham. 

AGRICULTURAL  IMPLEMENTS. 
Selection  of  agricultural  implements  snitadile  for  lae  in 
the   district.— Firrtprizc,  J.  and    H,  Keyworth  sad  Co, 
Chester:    second,    W.   Watkin  and    Son,  Haltoa;  thiri, 
J.  W.  Rothwell,  Frodsham. 


EOYAL  AND  CENTRAL  BUCKS  AGBICULTURAL  ASSOCIAnON. 


MEETING   AT   AYLESBURY. 


The  ploughing  took  place  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  T.  W.  Morris, 
of  Bedgrove,  about  a  mile  from  the  town,  where  some  exoeed- 
iogly  good  work  was  done.  The  stock  show  was  noi  so  large 
as  on  some  other  occasions. 

JUDGES. 

Plouohiko.— E.  Freeman,  Chilton ;  J.  H.  Guy,  Wliit- 
church. 

Horses.— J.  Manning,  Orlingbury ;  J.  K.  Elliott,  Heathen- 
cote,  Towcerter. 

Cattlk.— M.  SaWdije,  Sarsden  Lodge  Farm,  Chipping 
Norton ;  C.  Howard,  Biddenham,  Bedfora. 

Sbxef.— M.  Druce,  Bnrghfield,  Reading;  A.  Smith, 
Somerton,  Bicester. 

BuTTisR.— A.  J.  P.  Sterens,  Metropolitan  Meat  Market, 
London. 

Root  Chops  and  Boots  in  the  Show  Yakd.— J. 
Treadwell,  Winchendon;  C.  Elliott,  Hnlcott ;  £.  Denchfield, 
Burston. 

Poultry.— £.  Hewitt,  Eden  Cottage,  Sparkbrook,  Birming- 
ham. 

PRIZE    LIST. 
HORSES. 

Geldings,  three  years  old  and  upwards.— First  prize,  £5,  and 
2,  Z.  W.  Stilgoe,  Adderbury,  Bambniy. 


Geldings,  under  three  years,  for  tenant  fanners  only.— Firrt 
prize,  £5,  and  second,  £2,  J.  Hughes,  Waddon  Hill,  Stone. 
Mares,  three  vears  old  and  upwards. — ^Furt  prize. 


,  £5  6s., 
W.  Rose ;  second,  £2,  J.  P.  TenV,  Pntbwes,  Aylesbury. 

Mare  and  foal  (the  foal  dropped  in  1870),  for  tenant  urmers 
onlv.— First  prize,  £6  6s.,  £.  M.  M.  Lucas;  second, £2,  J. 
ana  £.  Denchfield. 

Mares  under  three  years,  for  tenant  fiumers  only. — Prize, 
Co  6b.,  J.  and  E.  Denchfield. 

Horses  or  mares  for  hunting  purposes,  for  tenant  farmers 
only.— Firrt  prize,  £7  7s.,  G.  A.  Lepper,  Aylesbury ;  second, 
£3  3s.,  F.  W.  Thorpe,  Berry  field. 

Nag  ^dings  and  mares,  for  riding  and  generalpurposes.— 
Firrt  pnze,  £6  6s.,  J.  Hughes;  aecond,  £2,  H.  Gumey,jun., 
Aylesbury. 

Best  yearling  nag  colt.— Prize,  silver  cnp,E.  Clift,  Weedon. 

Bulls,  any  breed,  two  years  old  and  upwards. — ^Firrt  prize, 
£6  6s.,  J.  Upson,  BivenhaU,  Witham,  Essex ;  second,  £2,  W. 
S.  Jessop,  Dorton  Camp. 

BuUs  under  two  years.— FSrrt  prize,  £6  6s.,  J.  A.  Mumford, 
Chilton  Pvk  Farm ;  second,  £2,  J.  K.  Fowler. 


Cows,  in  milk  or  in  calf.— Firrt  priae,  £6  6s.,  C.  A.  Banra, 
Chorley  Wood,  Rickmansworth ;  seeond,  £2,  J.  A  MoBfort. 

Three  cows,  in  milk  or  in  calf,  tor  tenant  farmow  oaly- 
First  prize,  £10  10».,  and  8«»nd,  £6  5s.,  J.  and  E.  DeaehfaU. 

Heifers,  in  milk  or  in  calf,  under  three  and  orer  two  yetn, 
—Firrt  prize,  £6  68.,  and  second,  £2,  J.  A.  Mumfoid. 

Heifers,  in  pairs,  under  two  years.— Firrt  prize,  wwj  J- 
and  £.  Denchfield ;  second,  £2,6.  Und«rwood,TittteGaWcii. 

Fat  cows.— Firrt  prize,  £6  6s.,  T.  L.  Senior,  Brosghtm; 
second,  £2,  J.  A.  Mumford.  ,     _ . 

Best  animal  exhibited  in  the  classes  of  homed  stocL-Fw, 
£6  6s.,  J.  Upson. 

SHEEP. 

Rams,  any  breed.— First  prize,  £6  68.,  J.  LongUBd,Gi»- 
don  ;  second,  £2,  Lord  Chesham. 

Five  store  ewe  lambs,  for  breeding  purposes.— Pint  pntf, 
£6  5s.,  Lord  Chesham ;  second,  £2,  T.  Kingdey,  Bosiwtft, 
Trin^.  . 

Fire  fat  ewes,  any  breed  or  age,— First  prize,  £6  5^J. 
Treadwell,  Winchendon ;  second,  £2,  Lord  Chesbaai. 

Five  fat  wethers.— Firrt  prize,  £5  6s,  Lord  CheiMB; 
second,  £2,  Z.  W.  Stilgoe,  Adderbuiy. 

Five  long-wooUed  ewes,  intended  for  breeding  purpow.- 
Prize,  £5  5s.,  J.  Godwin,  Troy  Farm,  Bicester. 

Five  Down  or  cross-bred  ewes,  intended  for  bfeedisR  P"J' 
TOses.- First  prize,  £6  6s.,  J.  Treadwell ;  second,  0,  B. 
JPowlcr.  -J, 

Five  Shropshire  ewes,  intended  for  breeding  purpoMi.^rv» 
prize,  £5  5s.,  R.  Fowler;  second,  £2,  £.  Baylis,  Bogstooe. 

Five  theaves,  any  breed,  intended  for  breeding  {"557 
First  prize,  £5  68.,  Lord  Chesham  ;  second,  £2,  J.  TrBsdwi. 

Bert  pen  of  breeding  ewes  or  theayes  in  the  yard.— nue, 
£5  6s.,  Lord  Chesham. 

Best  pen  of  fat  sheep.— Priz^  £3,  Lord  Chesham. 

Boars,  any  breed.— Firrt  ifriae,  £3  3s.,  J.  Wheeler,  I^ 
Compton ;  second,  £2,  E.  C.  Clarke,  Haddenham. 

Sows,  any  breed,  either  in  pig  or  with  ****^»-5rjTu 
formers  only.— Firrt  prize,  £6  6i.,  J.  and  E.  Deof^Mtu, 
second,  £2,  J.  Treadwell.  ^_ 

Three  fiit  pigs.— First  prize,  £3  3s.,  W.  Cooper,  Wiart* 
don ;  second,  £2,  C.  EUiott,  Hulcott. 

PLOUGHING.  ^ 

For  ploughing  half  an  acre  of  land  in  four  bom^-g* 

prize,  £2,  to  the  ploughnuui  of  A.  Tindal,  Ayktoyi  «^ 
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priie,  £1,  to  the  plooglimAii  of  MMtn.  BamomM,  Simi,  and 
Head,  Ipswieh. 

BUTTER, 
for  lilba.  of  batter,  in  21b.  lomiw.— First  priit,  £8,  J.  y. 
Ptfkini ;  Moood,  £9,  T.  Mntth«ira,  WnddMdon ;  third,  £1,  A. 
lloidi,Bowihini.  '         t     * 

Bxxxrs. 

For  the  belt  erop  of  mnngnld  wnrtiel  of  not  lets  thnn  lira 
aem,  tha  whole  oftha  maagoldi  on  thafiurm  to  be  taken  into 
eouidention,  for  tenant  farmen  onij.— Prise,  £10  lOa.,  £. 
fnenaa,  Chilton,  Thnne. 


For  the  best  crop  of  twedet  of  not  lets  than  six  acres,  the 
whole  of  the  swedes  on  the  fimn  to  be  taken  into  oontidera- 
tioo,  for  tenant  iamien  only.— Prize,  £10  10s.,  T.  Clarke, 
EUesborooffh,  Tring. 

For  the  best  coUeotion  of  roots.— First  prise,  £5  6s.,  J.  K. 
Fowler,  Aylesboiy ;  second,  J.  and  £.  Denehfleld,  Borston. 

For  the  best  S6  mangolds,  taken  from  a  pieee  of  not  less 
than  two  aeres.-— First  prise,  £2,  £.  M.  Lneas,  Eownham ; 
second,  £1,  R.  Fowler. 

For  tlie  best  12  purple-topped  swedes,  (antrimmed),  taken 
from  a  piece  of  not  less  than  two  acrss.— First  prise,  £1,  T. 
Clarke;  second,  lOs.,  J.  H.  Qoy,  Whitchnrch. 


LBIOBSTERS     AND     OTHER     LONGWOOLS. 
Sonne.— An  office  in  Dublin. 


OMusoii.— Now  tall  me,  Mr.  Sheepshanks,  wliat  1  am  sen- 
OBily  aboat  to  ask  yon.  How  many  pore  breeds  of  long-wooUed 
•hsra  docs  En^and nownally  prodncaP 

Sketp.—Tmo :  The  Dorsets  and  other  Horns  excepted. 

ffai.-Is  that  all  P 

Skeep.—l  beliafe  so. 

&<ik— And  what  are  they  P 

^i«r^.— LsiceOers  and  CotswoUs. 

^«»*-~Yon  amase  me ;  first  in  regard  to  Leioestars,  your 
opisioais  thai  there  is  only  one  kind  of  thorongh-brad  P 

A^p.— Host  aawuedly  the  leieetier  is  as  nnmistakable  as 
As  Arabian  hfltia.  Jny  other  Leieeiter  partakes  rather  of 
As  Andnaa  Nights,  or  if  yon  will,  of  Uiat  fignrs  in  rhetoric 
udsr  which  yonr  profession  is  raoognised. 

<3«n.— Ton  believo  then  that  Border  Leicester,  Yorkshire 
liattiler,and  ImproTcd  Idoeetar-*- 

'SUf^.— An  mere  terms  <A  hnztering  elap-trap ;  heard  for 
tilt  iri  time,  and  soon— if  she  disapprot es  being  laughed  at— 
to  bs  hssid  for  the  last  time  in  hdaad. 

<?M.— Ars  Ton  acquainted  with  the  soil  and  climate  of  this 
mutiy,  Hr.ShaepahanksP 

5^p.-Partiy.^ 

&«».— And  what  do  von  think  of  than  P 
^i^.— Why,  that  the  southern  and  western  provinces  are 
both  equal  to  any  in  the  three  kingdoms  for  the  production  of 
VQol  and  mutton. 

Gm,—\Q^  think,  then,  that  what  the  eloquent  and  icfined 
Ciriiile  termed  the  "  weeping  skies'* 

•Sle^.— Will  do  no  harm  whatarer  to  the  sheep  thqr  veep 
OB,  if  you  only  put,  as  we  do,  something  inside  *em. 

^•m.— Good.  My  next  inquiry  will  be:  Ara  you  ac- 
qsaistsd  witliour  natiTa  breeds  of  sheepP 

*«3P.— I  am. 

^a».— Tdl  me  your  belief  in  them. 

«^B.— -I  baliara  in  the  wise  arrangemante  of  Proridence, 
tad  in  the  instineto  of  ages  thus  for :  that  ctcit  spot  of  earth 
upon  which  we  ilad  a  race  of  animals  showing  healthy  conati- 
tutiou,  and  a  high  quality  of  food,  that  upon  that  race  should 
Its  foture  dfuasty  be  founded. 

v«n.— ThMi  jou  would  not  attempt  the  pore  breeding  of 
either  of  the  two  distinctions  yon  rafor  to  in  IrdandP 

^.— Host  certainly  not 

Gns.— And  which  would  you  prefer  to  cross  with  P 

^^A— You  don't  ask  that  question  serionsly,  do  yon  P 

^M.— Why  not  serionsly  P 

«4«^.— Because  the  whole  sheep-breading  community  have 
•^Jijansweiedit. 

»Mi.— I  understand ;  but  do  yon  say  that  yon  hate  only 
two  distinct  breeds  of  long.  wooUed  sheep  in  Oieat  Britain  P 

«*«/».— No :  I  did  not  say  that. 

^m.— What  then  did  yon  say  P 

Skeep/^l  said  we  had  only  two  pure  breeds. 

^.— How  aboat  the  lineolnP 

««»jp— The  Unooln  has  a  distinction,  and  a  high  one,  but 
nc  csBoot  bs  said  to  be  pure,  inasmuch  as  he  owes  it  all  to 
vbst  Mr.  Ptetaar  calls  the  visite  of  the  Leicester. 
Ofl«i.-l,thatafectP 

Sheep.-~.Zm.  Yon  may  tey  all  Ireland  upon  it,  and  throw 
^^onsnght  ia  for  fock ;  and,  what  [^  more,  yon  may  make  th» 


I  same  bet  upon  every  improfcd  breed  of  long  wooli  in  England, 
Ireland,  and  Scotland. 

Oam, — ^That  is,  indeed,  saying  a  great  deal  for  the  Leices- 
ter, but  how  do  you  account,  under  i^  for  the  enormous  high 
rates  obtained  for  the  Lincoln  sires  P 

iSA«r/>.— Where  the  first  judges  of  England,  and  from  all 
parte  air  Engtend,  ara  the  handicappers,  I  have  great  foith  in 
ngures,  and  the  weight  they  have,  by  general  consent,  put 
upon  the  Lincoln  arises,  I  opine,  from  two  causes :  first,  it 
appears  to  have  been  a  crou  peculiarly  happy  in  ite  results, 
and  then,  again,  it  has  been  so  skilfolly  and  carefully  managed 
by  the  lineoln  breeders,  that  ther  have  succeeded  in  impart- 
ing  shape  and  touch,  which  they  had  noi,  without  destroyioff 
that  which  they  had,  and  were  always  for  wool  and  sixe,  and 
which  nowgive  them  a  position  above  all  other  cross-breedf . 

(7aM.— What  is  your  opinion,  Hr.  Sheepshanks,  of  the 
Cotewold,  as  a  genenl  sire  P 

Sheep, — ^He  is  a  noUe  specimen  of  his  race,  but  he  has  not 
a  sire  out  of  his  own  ebss  and  district 


^OM.- 1  think  I  understood  yon  to  sav  that  you  would  not 
recommand  pore  breeding,  or  eloee  breeding,  even  of  Leicesten 
in  Ireland  P 

Sheep,— Ho,  nof  of  any  other  foreign  importation. 

(7Mi.-WhyP 

AlAfjD.— Because  it  has  been  tried  in  almost  every  country, 
and  ia  almost  every  country  it  has  foiled. 

(7em.— Do  yon  si^  so  P 

.Sd^jD.- Yes;  an^in  the  case  of  the  Leicester,  foiled  to  a 
degree  that  alone  gives  the  Ue  to  theee  impudent  pretensions 
of  the  BordeKgenUaman. 

(?«».— How  P 

Sheep.—Baw  P  Why,  ia  every  case  where  the  pure  breeding 
of  the  Leicester  has  been  attempted,  and  a  fertile  genius,  and 
an  equally  fertile  soil  and  dimnte,  brought  to  assist  the  art^  he 
has,  in  spite  of  all,  grown  graduallv  less ;  but  if  this  northern 
stoiy  is  to  be  accepted,  he  has  there,  in  his  purity,  grown 
more  strong  and  large. 

Oam.—WhMi  nature,  then,  do  you  assign  to  this  Border 
Leicester  P 

JBlAf/— Call  bim,  if  tou  please,  by  the  name  that  he  is 
known  on  his  own  side  the  Channel. 

(?aM.— And  what  u  that  P 

Shcep.'^ThB  Border  sheep. 

^OM.- WeU,  then,  this  Border  sheep  P 

^SkM^.— If  he  has  any  nationality  at  all,  he  is  a  Cheviot. 

^oM.— And  how  does  that  appear  P 

Shetp, — Because  his  grandmother,  with  the  fifty  G.'s  before 
hef;  waa  a  Cheviot,  and  if  he  disowns  that  respectable  old  tedy 
in  simt  pottiaoate,  he  is  a  snob. 

0«H.— You  amuse  ma. 

Shcepn'^Bo  I P  You  havajplsnty  of  amusament  in  Ireland, 
if  it  amuses  you  to  find  an  animal  who  forgete  who  his  grand- 


W*WP»     WW*. 

(?««.— Good,  Hr.  Sheepshanks,  very  good.  I  like  your 
hnmoor.  Let  me  now  inquire  of  yon  about  Leicaster  No.  8, 
brought  h^re  as  Yorkshire  Leicesten. 

Sheep. — ^Yorkshire,  Hr.  Gammon,  stands  very  high  in  ite 
eminence  as  a  sheep-breeding  county,  and  in  it  are  Leteester 
breeders  of  the  Ant  position,  gt  tht  head  of  which,  I  baUeve, 
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ibai4i  Mr.  BortoiL  the  viikiM  of  10  miay  pniet  at  tlia  B4^ 
Sodotyoflofl^Aiil  Thsra  an  iIm  m  it  lono  goo4  MBD^wlio 
otny  out  Um  plan  of  tho  liaooln  bmden  on  ilio  n?tiie 
principle. 

Oam,-^ThKt  ii»by  adoptiBga  liaoolnP 

^SlMp.— PnoiMly. 

(?aM.— And  with  what  nralta  P 

^iMpv— The  aame  happj  onM  that  haTt  mooaded  the  re- 
Tene  eron ;  they  keep  what  they  alwayi  had  from  the  dam— 
tJU^  ami  Unuh,  and  get  what  they  had  viokr^-^^ool  and  Hze, 
They  teem,  in  fiust,  two  familiee  siade  for  each  other. 

Oam,-^ki  any  rate,  from  yonr  obterrationt  I  gather  that 
there  ia  really  little  differenoe  between  a  Lincoln  andaTork- 
ahire  Leicester. 

Sheep. — Very  little  in  lome  of  the  fkmiliea,  bat  I  mmk  not 
omit  stating  that  all  are  not  Torkihire  Leiceatera  which  are 
bred  in  Yorkshire,  and  sheep  have  been  qnacked  npou  the 
breeders  of  this  country  as  Leioestan  and  Yorkshire  Lnoeatera, 
whose  dams  had  no  distinotion  whatever,  and  whose  sires  were 
tldrd-rate  Cotswolds. 

Qam, — Is  it  possible? 

Sheep.— V\i  voneh  for  it  Yorkshire  is  still  Yorkshire,  and 
to  deal  with  her  yon  mnst  be  "  Yorkshire  too.*' 

Qam, — But  bow  can  men  of  moderate  jnd^pnent,  or 
we  will  say  with  no  judgment,  escape  these  qoaokenes,  as  yon 
call  them,  and  avoid  baying  a  bad  animal  P 

Sheep,^^xi!iX  as  I  avoid  baying  a  bad  hat.  I  know  nothing 
of  the  hat,  bat  I  take  oare  to  know  something  of  the  hatter. 

0am, — ^Very  good.    A  sonnd  maxim  to  be  snre. 

Sheep, — ^The  chief  opportunity  for  these  qoacks  arisea  oat 
of  the  absence  of  that  registnr  of  animals  which  the  herd- 
book  fhmidies  in  the  case  of  shorthorns.  Yon  have  no 
pedigrees  of  sheep,  and,  therefore,  yon  ahoold  as  in  all  sneh 
eases  look  to  the  breeding  character  of  the  men,  and  never  act 
withont  that  eaotion. 

flkm.— Bat  is  this  easy  to  get  at? 

5A«^.-*Nothing  easier,  for,  like  the  ehorthom  prodootions, 


tho  boat  blood  ia  Sft  eoBptiiti?alv  fov  haala»  and  tt  would  te 
easy  to  obtain  the  namea  of  all  oi  them,  and  eoaine  fomsdm 
to  &oie  and  their  next  of  kin.  Tlua  plan  would  in  fact  1» 
the  foandation  of  a  aheeo  herd-book. 

(Tom. — ^And  how  wonld  yon  commence  a  naity  of  ae^  to 
earry  ont  a  plan  of  tiiis  kind? 

Sheep.—^j  the  formation  of  a  Society  somewhat  resemblisf 
the  Torf  Glab,  and  oonftainf  yonr  paiehaaes  of  sixei  to  ib 
members,  who,  to  estahUah  a  diwaeter  for  their  flodD^  ikoaU 
prodaoe  their  pedigree,  and  pay  a  heavy  penalty  for  a  iik 
one,  or  be  disnuased  the  dab. 

(7aai.— And  do  yoa  think  sooh  a  Sooielf  woald  taks  k 
Ireland? 

Sheep.^'^oi  a  donbt  aboat  it,  if  it  was  establislied  on  a 
aoond  foundation,  and  tied  together  with  something  mocs  tab* 
stantial  and  something  more  naefal  than  "  red  tape.** 

Qam,—ytTj  good.  And  now  aboat  Leicester  No.4,tlis 
Improved  Leicetter. 

^il««p.— "Improved'*  ia  a  word  in  which  there  is  gmt 
virtne,  and  may  be  made  to  mean  anything  or  aothisff.  If 
there  is  any  sach  animal  at  aU,  he  is  to  be  foo&d  in  tbelot 
last  described,  and  yon  mav  give  the  title  if  yoa  like  to  tin 
Border  sheep,  it  yon  prove  by  experience  that  his  eoBBoiaa 
with  the  Cheviot  jastifles  it.  It  is  a  term  hard  to  di^icte 
when  olaimed  by  sportamen  for  the  orooa  of  a  greyhoaad  fiih 
a  ball-dog. 

Gam, — ^Then,  if  I  understand  yon,  BEr. 
sheep  known  as  the  Enj^ish  Leicester  — 

Sheep, — ^Is  the  only  tnie  Loioaater. 

(7dwi.— The  Border? 

Sheep,— k  Cheviot  bred  in  and  in  to  the  Laisestsr. 

0aa».— The  LincohL? 

Sheep.— Q^  a  Lineohi  improved  by  the  Leicertor. 

^oM.^The  Yorkshire  Leicester? 

Sheep. — Still  a  Leioester  enlaqted  by  a  Lincoln. 

^From  m  Paa^kUt  ly  Mr,  Frandt  Fa§e^44  Tkmk^  « 
^  The  Quttoieriet  of  Sheep^Weeitn** 
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SALB   OF    THE    REV.   T.   STANIPORTH'S    SHOETHORNS. 

AT  8T0UBS  FAEM,  WINBEBHERB. 

Qv  TuiiDJLT,  Sir.  IS,  1870,  bt  Jqhs  Thobhtos. 


Notwithstanding  a  very  wet  day  a  Urge  company  of  between 
foor  and  five  hnaored  peonle  assembled  at  this  the  seoond  of 
the  Stours  draft  sale.  A  luncheon  in  the  bam  preceded  the 
business,  Captain  Gnndy  occupying  the  chair.  After  the 
Eoyal  and  usual  toasts  the  company  adjourned  to  the  ring, 
situnted  in  a  fine  grass  field  on  the  edge  of  the  hike.  The  stock 
were  brought  out  in  a  highly  creditable  manner  by  Mr.  Robert 
Smith,  tbe  form  steward,  whose  own  family  history  can  be 
traced  to  Jacob  Smith's  bull  (308),  that  is  said  to  have  been 
owned  by  his  grandfather.  The  cattle  were  truthfoUy  called 
drafts ;  bnt,  as  Mr.  Thornton  remarked  on  opening  tne  sale, 
the  best  might  be  picked  from  some  herds  and  be  found  no 
better  than  those  he  would  bring  before  them.  Claribel,  bred 
by  Mr.  Carr,  and  a  pure  Booth  cow,  had  caused  many  inquiries, 
but  her  slip  in  1868  had  resulted  in  barrenness,  and  she  had 
never  been  in  season  for  a  year ;  as  a  fat  beast  she  was  worth 
three  or  four  pounds  more  than  the  29gs.  Colshaw  gave  for  her. 
What  the  Towneley  pastures  may  do  remains  to  m  seen ;  bat 
the  purehase  of  a  pure  Booth  cow,  after  the  Bates  eombina^ 
tions  and  the  Oxford  dynas^  at  Towneley,  is  qnite  reminis- 
cent of  old  times  when  Jeweller  and  Jasper  ftonnshed.  Frede- 
rick's Pride,  a  purchase  by  Mr.  Drawy  at  Towneley,  in  *6i,  was 
in  fall  health  and  breeding,  being  for  advanced  in  calf  to  Peer 
of  the  Bealm.  There  was  comparatively  little  competition  for 
her,  and  she  returns  at  62  gs.  to  her  old  home  at  18  gs.  cheaper, 
and  five  yean  older,  than  she  left  it.  Oracefol  was  of  the  Stndley 
and  Famley  Medora  tribe,  and  several  were  of  the  same  strain, 
although  a  plain  beast,  she  was  a  regohur  breeder  and  a  great 
milker.  Mr.  Meadows,  who  had  been  wandering  in  the  Lake- 
district,  takes  her  to  IreUnd  at  89  gs.  Ringlet  was  a  flue 
cow,  and  out  of  A  grand-danghter  of  Mr.  8.  Owen's  Ruby, 
that  gave  thirty  quarts  a-day.    Mr.  Swarbreck,  after  biddings 

Im  nri«w  ^owtm,  got  W  M  M  ga.,  ind  iOm)  booghl  two 


other  good  lots.  Lady  Grace  at  66  «.,  and  Gaiety  at  53  g^ 
Music  and  Musical  (47  gs.)  were  of  the  Gwyane  tribe,  im 
from  a  parehase  at  Uolker.  Musie  was  a  fine  rosa  eov  vitii 
plenty  of  hair,  and,  after  frequent  **  pennys**  from  the  eosity 
men,  she  fell  to  Mr.  Drewry  for  tho  Dnke  of  Derosiliin  t 
70gs.  Mr.  R.  Jdferson  got  a  dieap  oow,  down  eahia^i  to 
Mr.  Booth's  High  Sheriff,  in  Swiss  at  40  g>n  asi  it  ns 
rumoured  that  next  year  will  see  a  fine  lot  to  be  broo^t  iiio 
the  ring  at  Preston  Hows.  Sprightly,  an  advaaoed  yeaibDr. 
verv  level  and  ftdl  of  hair,  took  Mr.  Henry  Smith's  faBe^  bte 
of  Drax,  and  he  bought  her  at  88  ga.  for  the  Uakaw  QAp, 
Durham. 

The  first  bnll,  Double  Foggathorpe,  seemed  to  vast  aoi! 
middle  and  substance^  but  he  nad  been  among  the  beifiH«,«iutt 
accounted  for  his  lean  state.  A  local  man  f  took  bin  at  SS  p. 
The  next,  Sunshine,  was  of  a  rich  oofoor  and  grsat  depth,  aidt 
yonng  bull  of  some  promiae.  Mr.  Smith  also  boaght  hin  w 
TJshaw  College  at  40  gs.  _^ 

At  the  condasion  of  the  sale  of  the  Shortfaons  Mr.Py? 
sold  the  Cnmberland  heifors,  which  showed  maehbnedfflr 
and  quality,  and  the  trade  waa  very  good  for  theai.  ^^'^^ 
toany  iospeeted  the  eowa  of  the  herd,  and  also  High  ShenS, 
from  Warlaby,  a  yonng  oreamy-white  boll  of  grmtsfegia* 
and  quality,  bnt  the  wet  day  waa  maeh  agaiast  thsir  appetf* 
anoe. 

SmnumT.  .  ^ 

21  cowa  avenged  48  14    0  eqaalto  917  14  0 

4boUi        „        86    8    6        .       14014^ 

$6  „      iA&    t    %        •.*!.<»«.  ^,% 

The  Cnmberland  heifins,  aeveral  of  which  weie  n  ^< '^ 
weU  at  prices  varying  from  14  to  19  (puaM  sach,  tMiv 
•Twaging  jut  oror  JU7» 
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BHEEP    SALES    AND    LETTINaS. 


THE  FANION  EAHS.^-Tha  ?arifd  and  wdl-deflned 
meriti  of  Mr.  H.  Dikddin^t  Aetp  attnefced  « large  and  in- 
Inentul  eomiMui7|^hieh  inelnded  the  principal  ram  breeders 
of  the  eoonW.  The  anotioneer  waa  it.  Caithrop,  and  the 
following  ii  the  reaolt  of  the  tak: 

£    8. 

Mr.  Borman,  Swallow...  10  10 


le 
,  17 
,  82 


— IWP.      £    B. 
Mr.  J.  L.  Naodham,  Hni- 

toft..       80   C 

Mr.  Ealand,   SkeUing- 

thoipe      

Mr.  Kemp,  Bamnber  ... 
„  darke,  jUhby     ... 

BOLD. 

Mr.  FrankiBh,  Kirming< 

ton 

Mr.  HoUday      

„  Thompson 

M  Howard,  Temple 

Bmer      ... 
Mr.LoveT       Z       Z 

»  gwflt         

n  Retard      

fi  Hargrare,  Nor- 

nianby     ,., 
Mr.  Brocklesl^  ... 


0  10 
90  0 
16  0 

12  10 
11  0 
20  0 

13  0 

15  10 

16  0 


„  0.  Walker,  Bigaibj  13    0 

Poster         ■'    '^ 

Walker,  Bigsby    ... 

Bramlej     

Swallow     

Borman,  BwaUow... 

McVicar     

WilliamB,  Aflhby  ... 
Clarke        ...        ... 

Bpton 


Dawion 
Swallow 


Nelson,  Wjham  .. 

Asbton       

Nelson,  Wybiim  .. 
Hewett,  Lndford  .. 
Boiman,  Swallow.. 
Nelson,  Wyham  .. 

McTlcar     

Adams,  Lodttbird  .. 

Tateson      

Ucey,Flanton 


CoatoB 

Kemp,  Thnrlby 


Coafeea         10  10 

Bett,  AlTim^ham  ...    8  10 

Goatee         8    0 

Swallow      9 

Ooates        9 

Boynton     27 

Treuncm,      Benni- 

worth       11 

Mr.  Epton,  Laagton   ...  11 

Tateaon      12  10 

Bearby,  Strobby  ...  10   0 

FranUah     9  10 

Riohardaon 10   0 

Aflhton        8    0 

Ashton        10  10 

Bbarplev,  Althorpe  13  10 
Orom,  Piamboro' ...  11  0 
Pean,  Haokthome  12  0 
Nelson,  Wyham  ...    9    0 

18    0    ;;    MoYicar      10 10 

18    0    „    Hewitt        6  10 

16    0    ,,    Adams        7    0 

11  1(J    „    Turner        7    0 

11  10   „    Borman      12    0 

14  0    „    Borman      9  10 

11  10    „    Bett XI   0 

11  0    ,,    Dudding.  Saxby  ...    6  10 

10   0   „    Coatee        10   0 

10  10    „    Mason         0   0 

12  0   „    Thompson  ...       ...    7   0 

10   0    ,t    Boberto       9   0 

12  10    ,,    Bearby       8  10 

15  10    „    Frankieh     8   0 

10  10    „    Daddlng     7   0 

10    0  VWO  SKXAXB.— ui, 

9  10  Mr.  Boynton      ... 

9  10    M    Kemp,  Thnrlby 
10   0    ,,    Oarflt,  Boothem  ...  82 
10 10    ,,   J.     L.     Needham, 

10  10  Hnttofb    36 

18   0  Iff.  WUliamB,  Carlton- 
10   0  le-Mooriand 

9  10  Mr.  Smith         , 

12  10   „    Bteyeoflon 

8    0    „    Ooates         , 

28   0    „    Stevenson  ... 

Brockleaby 


18 
61 


,  21 
.  12 
.    8 


8  10 
8  10 
10  10 


M    ajgmpy  xaariuj    ...  so    u 
„  Audd,  DorringtOQ  10  10 

THE  BISCATHORPE  LINCOLNS.r>At  the  letting  at  Mr* 
Thomas  Kirkham'a  ram  show,  there  was  a  Teiy  large  attendance 
of  nm  breedera  and  sheep  fiurmers  from  all  parts  of  England,  and 
Kversl  foreign  braeders.  Six^  shearling  rams  were  let  by 
aoetion,  and  averaged  £13  7b.  6d.  each.  The  highest  price— 
M^was  given  to  Mr.  H.  Maekinder,  of  Langton.  The  two- 
•bear  rams  (S8  in  nnmber)  were  let  at  prices  ranging  from  £7 
to  MO,  Mr.  Needham,  of  Huttoft,  giving  the  latter  priee }  the 
tvenge  of  these  pens  was  £11  9s.  8d.  The  three-shear  and 
upwards  realiied  prices  varying  from  £5  lOs.  to  £28,  prodncing 
i  net  average  of  £8  Se.  9d.  There  were  several  Yorkshire 
breeders  at  the  letting.  One  hondred  and  twenty  rams  were 
let,  ud  the  breeder  has  sn^ained  the  reputation  of  previoos 
jm,  tiiis  being  his  SOth  season. 

MR.  C.  R.  KEELINGPS  SHROPSHIRES.— The  Tew  Tree 
flock,  though  not  of  long  standing,  was  originally  founded 
on  n  admixtnre  of  animals  obtained  from  Mr.  W.  Masfen, 
of  Norton  Canes,  and  the  Shipley  and  Harley  flocks. 
There  was  a  nnmeroos  company  assembled,  Mr.  Horley  j^re- 
tiding  at  the  luncheon,  and  competition  for  the  rams  was  brisk. 
Priee*  ranged  from  5^  to  60  gs.,  the  latter  sum  being  paid  by 
Mr.  Evans  Ibr  the  hire  of  Royaltf ,  a  son  of  Cardinal  fipom  a 
Competition  ewe.  No.  2  was  reserved  for  showing  at  Kid- 
derminster and  Walsall,  but  realized  14  gs.  for  the  season  to 
Mr.  Fellow*.  A  very  asefol  two-shear,  bred  by  Mr.  W.  Masfen, 
vent  eheanly  at  11  gs. ;  as  also  another  two-shear,  which  Mr. 
B,H,Xadmobt8lq04Ml(p.   The  eww  ranged  from  ^OOi. 


for  onepen  down  to  60b.  ;  another  pea  makinff  90b. ;  a  third 
78b.  llie  general  average  for  the  rams  wonld  oe  abont  12  gs, 
each.    Mr.  Preece,  of  Shrewsbury,  conducted  the  sale. 

THE  FENDEFORD  SALE  OF  8HBpPSHIRES.^60 
shearling  rams,  bred  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Masfen,  six  stock  rams,  and 
80  sheaning  and  stock  ewes  were  snbmitteid  for  competition  by 
Mr.  W.  G.  Freece.  Lot  1  made  16  gs.,  to  Mr.  Robinson ; 
lot  3  was  bought  by  Col.  Lane  for  25  gs. ;  lot  6  made  86  gs., 
to  Mr.  Chetwynd;  lot  6  made  30  gs.,  the  buyer  being  Mr. 
Waynam ;  lot  11  was  let  at  25  gs.  to  Mr.  Pilgrim ;  lots  12, 
18,  27,  each  realized  25  gs. ;  lot  26  made  22  gs. ;  the  other 
shearlings  ranging  down  to  5^  gs.  Only  one  out  of  the  59 
was  nnsold.  The  average  was  nearly  £10  each,  while  the  older 
rams  averaged  £13  138.  each.  Tlie  ewes,  which  were  in  good 
condition,  made  from  45s.  to  82s.  6d. 

THE  SHREWSBURY  SALE.— A  Uurge  Shronshiie  sale  of 
100  rams  and  260  ewes,  was  held  by  Messrs.  Lythall  and  Clarke, 
of  Birmingham.  The  flzat  lot  were  15  shearling  rams  from 
Mr.  J.  L.  Meire,  of  Eyton.  The  highest  price  realized  was  16 
gs.,  the  lot  averaging  £5  16s.  6d.  Next  came  20  shearlings 
and  a  four-shear  from  Mr.  H.  Matthews,  of  Montfort.  One 
of  these  made  £17  17b.,  another  £13  18s.,  and  the  rest  from 
£11  lis.  to  £6  168.  6d.,  the  average  being  £8  6s.  6d.  Messrs. 
Morris,  of  Gare,  had  14  shearling  and  two  old  sheep.  These 
made  an  average  of  £6  ISs.  Mr.  W.  Yates'  10  shearlings 
made  the  average  of  £10  2s.  6d.,  one  of  them  being 
let  at  £18  IBs.  Lord  Willonghhy  de  Broke's  10  averaged  £8 
10s.,  the  highest  price  being  £11  lis.  Mr.  Sheldon,  of  Brailefl 
House,  had  eight,  which  made  £7  10s.  each ;  and  Ave  firom 
the  Coalbrookdale  Inm  Company  were  sold  at  6^  gs.  each. 
The  sale  of  the  ewes  was,  oonsidering  the  want  of  keep  this 
season*  veij  good,  the  whole  of  the  lots  being  disposed 
of.  Mr.  Matthews*  13  pens  ranged  from  47s.  6d.  to  60b.  ; 
Mesars.  Morrifl*  18  pens  from  44e.  to  60b.;  Mr.  W. 
Yates*  from  46s.  to  60b.;  Mr.  Williams*  from  49b  to  64a.; 
and  Mr.  ChiIweU*s  44s. 

SALE  OF  RAMS  AT  FORRES.— At  the  sale  of  Leicester 
and  other  rams,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Forres  and  Northern 
Fat  Cattle  Club,  there  was  a  large  attendance  of  fiirmers  and 
agrieulturists  of  Moray,  and  the  adjoining  counties.  The  follow- 
ing  were  the  lowest  and  the  hight  sums  realised  for  each  lot, 
and  the  average :  Mr.  Harris's  26  Leicester  shearlingB  went  at 
prices  ranging  frmn  608.  to  12  guineas,  and  averaged  978. 
Mr.  FbrffUBon's  eleven  Oxford  Down  lambs  fetched  froin  858.  to 
70b.,  ana  averaged  46s.  Mr.  Sutherland's  four  shearlings  sold 
fhnn  60s.  to  80s.,  and  averaged  over  728.  Mr.  Hunter's  twenty 
shearlings  went  trom  66s.  to  £6,  and  averaged  over  SOs.    The 

eincipal  purchasers  were:  Mr.  Thomas  Murdoch,  Forres; 
r.  Brown,  Linkwood ;  Mr.  Colvie,  Earlsmill ;  Mr.  Walker, 
Allure;  Mr.  Collie,  Elgin;  Mr.  Grant,  Glen-Grant;  Mr. 
M'Pherson,  Kerrow ;  and  Mr.  M'Pherson,  Muirtown. 

THE  BIDBENHAM  RAM  SALE.— The  annual  sale  of 
Oxfords  from  the  flock  of  Mr.  Charles  Howard,  at  Biddenham, 
near  Bedford,  was  deferred  to  a  later  period  than  usual,  and  some 
doubts  were  entertained  as  to  its  success,  but  the  well-known 
quality  of  the  flock  and  the  high  reputation  of  the  breeder 
always  secure  a  good  attendance  at  these  pleasant  gatherings 
at  the  old  manor  of  Biddenham.  On  this  occasion,  notwith- 
standing  that  the  season  has  been  adverse  to  breeders  and  dis- 
couraging to  farmers,  a  good  company  assembled,  manv  of  the 
buyers  coming  from  distant  counties ;  but  it  was  remarked  that 
the  usual  visitors  from  the  continent  were  absent,  and  it  is  pro- 
bable there  was  also  a  defideucy  of  those  foreign  commissions 
which  give  so  useful  a  stimulus  to  sales  of  this  kind.  After 
the  visitors  had  made  an  inspection  of  the  flock,  they  were 
invited  to  a  handsome  luncheon  provided  in  a  lar^  tent  in  the 
garden,  the  chair  beins  taken  by  Colonel  Higgins.  The 
customary  toasts  having  been  given  Mr.  James  Howard  pro- 
posed the  health  of  the  oreeders  of  sheep,  and  commented  on 
the  remark  of  the  bite  Lord  Leicester,  that  the  introduction  of 
the  swede  turnip  and  the  improvement  in  the  breed  of  sheep 
had  added  many  millions  to  the  wealth  of  this  nation. 
It  might  be  juatiy  daimed  by  the  breeders  of  England  that 
th^jhad  bees  benefaotQn  to  their  countr^oken,   Srery  nwi 


Digitized  by 


Google 


%6^ 


THB  FARMER'S  MAGAZINE. 


vho  bad  trafelled  much  in  other  eonniriea  oould  bear  tetti- 
monj  to  the  gmtt  sonority  of  the  Engtiih  over  the  oonti- 
nental  iheep ;  a  laperiority  of  which  the  EagUih  breeders 
might  well  be  prood.  Mr.  Wallis,  in  retponding,  agreed 
witti  Mr.  Uowud  that  the  English  slieep  oontrasted  most 
ikvouraUj  with  the  foreign ;  bnt  the  breeders  of  this  coun- 
try oonld  not  boast  of  any  great  peenniaiy  soceess  this  year : 
he  hoped,  however,  that  the  sale  to-dav  woold  show  a  rsaotion. 
Mr.  l^BASWXXX,  who  was  also  eaUed  upon  to  respond,  said 
that  notwithstanding  the  diffieolties  of  the  present  year,  the 
farners  of  England  had  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  profits 
'  to  themseWes  u  well  as  the  honoor  of  having  added  to  the 
wealth  of  the  nation  generally,  as  had  been  stated :  and  for 
his  part  he  thought  that  they  oonld  afford  a  bad  season 
now  and  than.  This  sentiment  was  applanded,  bnt  some  of 
the  listeners  gravety  shook  their  heads,  and  took  another 
sip  of  Mr.  C.  Howard's  good  wine.  The  health  of 
the  Chairman  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Trethewy,  who 
enbgiMd  the  gaUant  Colonel  as  a  leading  pnblie  man  of 
the  county,  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  weli-know]i  middle 
dass  school,  one  who  had  greatly  assiited  in  seonring  railway 
coiamnnication  between  this  oonnty  and  Northamptonshire, 
and  one  who  was  always  foremost  in  the  Oakley  Hunt. 
The  Chubkait,  after  expressing  the  gratification  he  felt  in 
meeting  the  agricnltnrists  of  this  oonntry,  said  it  was  peenliarly 
pleasing  to  him  to  know  that  the  interests  of  this  dass 
wera  as  proeperons  as  had  been  suggested  b^  Mr.  TreadwelL 
With  reference  to  the  middle-class  whool  which  has  been  es- 
tablished in  this  county  mainl/  lor  the  advantage  of  farmers* 
sons,  it  gave  him,  as  a  director,  great  nleasura  to  be 
able  to  announce  that  it  now  contained  300  boys,  the  fall 
nomber  expected.  In  giving  the  next  toast,  the  health  of 
their  esteemed  firiend  the  host,  he  said  it  would  be  dilBcalt  to 
find  a  more  eminent  agriculturist  in  any  oonnty  than  Mr. 
Howard,  as  he  had  all  those  qualifications  which  that  im- 
portant bnsinesB  demanded— industry,  intelligaioe,  and  enthu- 
siasm ;  and  it  was  sneh  men  as  he  who  not  only  added  to  the 
wealth  bnt  also  to  the  character  of"  their  country.  The 
sheep  now  submitted  had  been  deservedly  eulogised  by  all  who 
saw  them ;  but  he  did  not  know  how  much  the  breeding  of 
such  flrst-ehtfs  animals  had  turned  to  the  advantage 
of  the  breeders.  The  toast  having  been  duly  hononred, 
Mr.  Charlxs  Howabd  responded,  and  very  cordially  ex- 
pressed a  welcome  to  all  present  He,  like  every  other  man 
connected  with  the  business  of  breeding  animals,  had  for  his 
,  olgect  the  realization  of  some  reward  ror  his  own  exertions ; 
but,  he  added  humourously  in  reply  to  the  remark  of  the 
Chairman,  it  was  not  for  hun  at  that  moment  to  tell  them  how 
much  he  had  realized  (laughter).  He  might  say  generally, 
however,  that  he  was  well  satisfied;  but  there  were  some 
seasons  when  men  in  lus  position  were  perhajM  a  benefit 
to  the  neighbourhood  yet  had  not  succeeded  in  securing 
a  corresponding  benefit  for  themselves.  On  the  whole, 
however,  it  was  a  great  satisfection  to  him  to  know 
that  he  had  the  credit  of  breeding  a  class  of  animals 
which  would  do  some  good  wherever  they  went.  After 
some  hrief  remarks  from  Mr.  Strafford,  the  company  ad- 
journed to  the  psddock  where  Mr.  Strafford  commented 
on  the  high  qualities  of  the  Biddenham  flock,  and  sub- 
mitted to  competition  43  fine  Oxfordshire  Down  shearling 
rams,  together  with  some  two-shear,  three-ihear,  and  four- 
shear  ramsi  At  first  the  biddings  wen  given  slowly  and  cau- 
tiously, and  a  few  lots  were  witharawn.  At  the  invitation 
and  suggestion  of  the  auctioneer  calls  were  made  for  cer- 
tain lote,  and  after  an  active  competition  over  one  fine 
shearling,  which  eventually  went  at  nineteen  guineas 
to  Mr.  Milton  Bruce,  the  tone  of  the  sale  improved. 
Thirty-five  of  these  sheep  were  knocked  down  to  purchasers, 
twelve  others  remaining  unsold.  Amongst  the  lots  brought 
into  the  ring  there  were  some  remarkably  fine  animals  which 
at  any  other  season  would  have  commanded  a  high  figuro ;  and 
it  was  remarked  byeeveral  connoisseurs,  who  have  jcnown  the 
flock  well,  that  the  shearlings  on  this  occasion  looked  bigger 
and  better  than  any  previously  produced  hera.  Notwithstand- 
in^  all  the  disadvantages  of  this  extraordinary  season,  the  36 
aumals  sold  realized  an  average  of  9/.  Is.  6d. 

SALE  OF  PURB-BRED  SHEEP  AT  ABERDEEN.— 
Mr.  J.  Duncan,  livc-slock  agent,  Aberdeen,  disposed 
of  a  number  of  very  superior  Leicester  sheep,  the  pro- 
perty of  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Pitmeden,  and  Mr.  iWsquejOf 


Kingoausie.  Two  of  the  shearliuff  rams  got  the  lint  ud 
second  prizes  at  the  recent  Royal  Northern  AgricaltiarsL  So- 
eirty  Show  at  Aberdeen,  and  brought  high  prices.  The  to 
one  was  sold  to  Mr.  Garland,  Cairnton,  Kincardinediire,  for 
20  gs.,  and  the  second  one  to  Mr.  Thomson,  Clayhills,  for  & 
68.  The  flnt-prize  aged  tnp  at  Aberdeen,  three  sheer,  vn 
bought  by  Mr.  Harris,  Eamhill,  Pones,  for  £9  Ifls-U;  S6 
ewe  lambs  brought  from  22s.  to  SOs.  each;  8  gimMn,fToa 
44s.  to  7U.  each;  26  east  ewes,fiR>m  S4e.  to46s.s>hesd;9 
tnp  lambs,  from  26s.  to  48s. ;  12  sheading  tups  from  13  Ti- 
ed, to  £21;  Sthrae-shear  taps,  from £6  6s. to  £9  12i.6(L 
Kingcausie  sheep  sold  readily,  and  weregood after tapi,bRd 
by  Lord  Polworth  and  Mr.  Brown,  of  Wattoo,  aod  btd  ibr 
dams  ewes  bied  by  Mr.  Torrof  Aylesby,  andMr.  Sssdy.  Tb^ 
wera  all  shearling  taps,  and  brought  from  £2s  Qs.  to  iS  k 
6d.each.    The  bidding  was  brisk,  and  the  sale  a  good  ose. 

SALE  OF  THE  SUTTON  MADDOCK  SHfiOFSHI££ 
FLOCK.— The  sale  of  rams,  ram-lambs,  and  ewe^  the  pie 
perty  of  Mr.  Henry  Smith,  was  hehl  at  New  flottie,  Soto 
Maddock.  Lord  Chesham  pieaidod  at  the  Isseheoi, 
and  the  agents  for  the  Duke  of  Sutherland,  JkAdDtii- 
mouth.  Earl  of  Bradford,  Lord  Comberoeie,  Lord  Wii- 
loughby  de  Broke,  Lord  Boyne,  Mr.  W.  O.  Foster,  M.P..  ui 
Captam  Oliver  attended,  and  were  amongst  the  priscipilpBr- 
chasers.  Tlie  first  ram,  Laltimer,  a  four-shear,  wsi  bosibt  bf 
Lord  Chesham,  at  34 gs. ,  others  making  32, 26, 17.  U,  U.K 
down  to  6ig8.  Of  the  fifty-nine  offered,  npvaids  ofifiy 
wera  sold,  at  an  average  of  sUghtly  over  £11  esch.  Tbe  na- 
Umbs  were  small  and  in  very  low  conditioa ;  nsUsg  mj 
from  S6s.  to  66s.  each.  But  it  meat  be  sUted  thst  ther  «m 
the  worst  end  of  a  lot  of  upwards  of  100.  The  ev«t  nn 
very  superior,  and  commanded  high  figures.  Csptsis  Oimi 
secured  the  Royal  AgricnlUral  Soooty  Oxford  show  thtarati 
168s.  each.  Lord  Ohesham  took  foor  peas  at  116s.,  85i.,  9h> 
and  SOs.  per  head;  Lord  Bradford  two  pena  at  120s. udllk. 
Mr.  Morgan  Jones  one  at  90s. ;  Mr.  Robot  SoiiUi  lenai 
good  lots  at  80s.,  70s..  d2s.  6d.,  down  to  47s.  fld.,  the  Ioi«t 
price  given;  Mr.  NiehoU  one  pen  at  86s. ;  Mr.  Kselisc  m 
penat  80s.;  Mesire.  Webb  and  Sonaand  Mr.  W.  0.  Foif 
one  pen  each  at  62s.  6d.  The  whole  120  aversgsd  sesrij  14 
each.  Meun.  Lythall  and  CUrke,  of  Birmiaghan,  oosditfid 
the  sale. 

THE  HUTTOFT  LINOOLN  RAMS.— At  theeightkiBiil 
showat  Mr.St.Peter  Robinson's  form  the  resultovere-SiOii- 
LXicos :  No.  1,  Mr.  R.  Brooks,  £6  16a. ;  2,  Mr.  Driaf.  Chx^. 
£6 16s.;  3,Mr.Higgins,£6;  Mlr.Qloseop.Anderby.^i  ^^ 
North.  South  Thoresby,  £20;  6,  Mr.  Banoroft,  Soatli  S<«0 
eotes,£21 ;  7.  Mr.  HoUen,  Revesby.  £14 ;  8,  Mr.  WiUosi 
HatcUffe,  £16 ;  9,  MrTNorth,  ill ;  10.  Mr.  Kirkkia 
Markby,  £17 ;  11,  Mr.  J.  Hill,  Strablqr,  £7:  12.  Mr.Drji. 
£8 ;  13,  Mr.  HilL  iCll  10s. ;  14,  Mr.  Foster,  Seremby,  &  l(k ; 
16,  Mr.  R.  Williams,  £8  6s.;  16,  Mr.  Msekinder,  Hnl?. 
£8  10s. ;  17,  Mr.  Driag,  Seremby,  £10 ;  18,  Mr.  fiigP>>. j»: 
£7  10s. ;  19,  Mr.  Binder,  Skendleby,  £6  6s. ;  SOriir.M 
Huttoft,  £13  10s. ;  21,  Mr.  T.  C.  Johnson,  Tothbf,  » 1': 
22,  Mr.  T.  C.  Johnson,  £6  16s. ;  23,  Mr.  Merrikiii.  One- 
thorpe,  £8 10s.;  24,  Mr.  Crow,  £7  10s. ;  26,  Mr.  9'^ 
jun..  £7  16s.;  26,  Mr.  Crow,  £8;  27,  Mr.T.C.Jolw». 
£6  10s. ;  28,  Mr.  Binder,  £6  6s. ;  29,  Mr.  Hicffias.  £7  »' 
Two-Shsabb  :  30,  Mr.  George  Cartwrigfat,  WsU,  £/ ;J^ 
Mr.  J.  Nelson,  Wyham.  £10  10s. ;  82^  Mr.  Hiniaf,  110 1^; 
33,  Mr.  W.  Wells,  Withwn,  £10  lOe. ;  34,  iK  J.  W.  B»- 
croft,  £8  6s.;  36,  Mr.  Higgins,  £6  16s.;  86,  Mr.  H«^ 
£9  10s. ;  37,  Mr.  R.  Bro^  £8 ;  38,  Mr.  Gloswp,/T  1*^- 
39,  Mr.  G.  Cartwright,  £6  16s.;  40,  Mr.  Bveioft.  Sfl«l> 
Boston,  £6  16s.— Thrsb-Shiabs  :  41,  Mr.  Wsllii  W«U.£>i 
42,  Mr.  WUUam  Chatterton,  HaUingtoa,  £20;  4S^ 
Parkes,  Swaby,  £10  lOs.;  44,  Mr.  Geo.  Holdea,  Bemi?. 
£10  10s. :  46,  Mr.  North,  £9 ;  46,  Mr.  Masoa,  Hattoft  Boi 
£7;  47,  Mr.  Maokinder,  Hanby,  £510ft.;48,Mr.  Q-Outrn^ 
£6  10s.;  49,  Mr.  John  Bndibent,  Anderbj,  110;^ 
Mr.  T.  Young,  £11 ;  61,  Mr.  S.  Abrahams,  WsiBfl»t,l«l^. 
62,  Mr.  G.  Cartwright,  £6:  63,  Mr.  Wm.  Hsj,  Sj^ 
Reston,  £6 ;  64,  Mr.  Wallis  Wells,  £6  6s.;  65,  Mr.  Cki80 
ton,  £10. 

THE  WOOTTON  DALE  UNCOLN  BAM&-jto 
flock  was  placed  under  the  hammer  of  Mr.  C^^*t 
the  foUowiBg  prices  were  realised :  Lot  1,  ^  J^ 
Wright,  Nocton    Heath;    8,    £8,  Mr,  Ceriessi,  &^ 
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Coat€8.  OrimBby ;  3,  £12,  Mr.  J.  Beaulah,  Scawby ;  4,  £17 
10s.,  Mr.  W.  Nainbj,  Baruoldby-le-Beck ;  5,  £7.  Mr.  F.  K. 
Manhall,  EUham  ;  6,  £7,  Mr.  Jackson,  Ulceby ;  7,  £7,  Mr. 
F.  R.  MarshaU  ;  8.  £6  lOs.,  Mr.  J.  Dexter,  Ulceby ;  9,  £12, 
Mr.  Rt.  Walker.  Somerby.  Brigg ;  10,  £10,  Mr.  R.  H.  Pearwn, 
Stallingboro*,  Ulceby;  11,  £10  lOa.,  Mr.  J.  Dauby.  Hibald- 
»tow,  Brigg ;  12.  £8,  Mr.  W.  Marris's  cxors.,  Limber ;  13,  £13. 
Mr.  Bygott,  Barton  ;  14,  £10  10s..  Mr.  Sharpc.  West  Halton, 
Brigff;  16,  £10,  Mr.  J.  Campbell's  eiors.,  Gokewell,  Brigg ; 
16,  £9  10s..  Mr.  East,  Hibaldstow;  17.  £16,  Mr.  Champion, 
Lincoln;  18,  £19  lOs.,  Mr.  J.  Bygott;  19,  £19,  Mr.  R. 
Walker;  20,  £23,  Mr.  J.  Beanlah;  21,  £10  lOs.,  Mr.R.H. 
P?arson ;  22,  £13.  Mr.  J.  Sharpe ;  23,  £9  lOs.,  Mr.  W.  Dunn, 
Warlabv,  Brigg ;  24,  £11  10s.,  Messrs.  E.  and  R.  Empsou, 
Bonby,  Barton  ;  26,  £16,  Mr.  G.  Nelson.  Great  Limber ;  26, 
£12,Mr.HiIl,Poolethome,  Brigg;  27.  £16,  Mr.  Sharpe;  28, 
£S,  Mr.  W.  Brooks.  East  Halton  ;  29,  £10,  Mr.  Ingham,  York- 
tliire;  30,  £11  lOs.,  Mr.  Sharpe;  31,  £1210s.,Slr.Nainby; 
32,  £11,  Mr.  F.  Pearson,  Ulceby;  33,  £10,  Mr.  Sargeant, 
Thornton  Curtis;  34,  £8.  Mr.  J.  Campbell's  exors.;  36,  £8 
10«.,  Mr.  J.  Beaohh  ;  36,  £14  10s.,  Mr.  Pease,  Broughton  Vale, 
%?;  37.  £10,  Mr.  R.  Raven,  Little  Limber  Grange ;  38, 
XS  10s.,  Mr.  W.  Marris's  exors. ;  39,  £9,  Mr.  P.  R.  MarahaU ; 
40,  £12108.,  Mr.  G.  Houghton,  South  KiUingholme;  41,  £8 
10s.,  Mr.  Brooks ;  42,  £1 0,  Mr.  J.  West,  Melton  Ross,  Ulceby ; 
«,  £10108.,  Mr.  W.  Brtwks,  East  Halton;  44,  £9,  Mr.  F.  R. 
Marshall ;  46.  £10  lOs.,  Mr.  W.  Brooks  ;  46,  £12,  Mr.  J. 
Sharpe;  47.  £9.  Mr.  J.  Campbell's  exors.;  48,  £10,  Mr.  E. 
Abraham,  Bametby-lft-Wohi ;  49,  £10,  Mr.  Jackson,  Ulceby ; 
50,  £8  lOs.,  Mr.  Beaulah  ;  61 .  £8,  Mr.  R.  Brooks,  Doncaster ; 
52.£9.Mr.F.R.MarshaU;  63,  £8  10s.,  Mr.  W.  Brooks  ;  64, 
£?  10s.,  Mr.  F.  R.  Marshall;  56,  £10  10s.,  Mr.  W.  Smith, 
Kirmington,  Ulceby.    The  average  waa  £11  4«.  each  lot. 

THE  EAST  KEAL  LINCOLN  RAMS.— Tho  flock  the 
property  of  Mr.  J .  Skinn,  of  East  Keal,  were  let  by  Mr.  E.  Raney . 
Th«  company  waa  by  far  the  largest  with  which  Mr.  Skinn  has 
eTer  been  hononred.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  shearlings 
thf.  sheep  were  all  let  by  the  hammer  at  prices  varying  from  £4  to 
£11  OS.,  at  which  sum  an  aged  sheep  waa  taken  by  Mr.  Moore. 

HALTON  HOLGATE  LINCOLN  RAMS.— At  the  let 
of  Mr.  J.  H.  Vesscv's  flock  of  Lincolnshire  longwool  sheep, 
nnmbfring  nearly  200,  after  an  inspection,  the  sheep  were 
taken  by  private  arrangement,  only  20  remaining  unlet  at  the 
close.  Some  of  the  rams  went  for  from  £30  to  £40  each  ;  but 
hmen  requiring  rams  for  general  service  were  accommodated 
with  suitable  animals  at  from  £8  to  £11  each. 

TAB  OWERSBY  RAMS.— The  flock  of  the  late  Mr.  John 
■D»»ey  averaged  as  follows ;  Shearlings  £15  Is.  9d.,  two-shears 
^12  19s.  7d.,  three-shears  and  upwards  £12  5s.  6^. ;  gross 
average  £U  Os.  4|d.  One  hundred  and  fifty  ewes  and  gim- 
men  were  afterwards  sold  in  Iota  of  ten  each.  The  ewes  were 
knocked  known  at  from  748.  to  80s.  each,  and  the  gimmers  at 
70s.  to  749.  each  ;  the  whole  being  bought  by  Mr.  Edward 
^^t  of  Thoreaway,  and  they  wUl  remain  on  the  farm  with 
the  exception  of  one  lot  of  gimmers,  which  were  bought  at 
7is.  by  Mr.  BeU,  agent  for  Mr.  Bankea  Stanhope. 

THE  ASHBY  RAMS.— These  rams,  the  property  of  Mr. 
Clarke,  sold  as  follows :  The  sale  commenced  with  the  shear- 
^gs.  The  first  was  knocked  otf  at  12  p.,  and  the  sale  went 
on  prosperously  to  nearly  the  end  of  the  yearlings,  when  a 
•[Bart  shower  drove  the  company  from  the  ring  side,  and 
slightly  depreciated  the  prices  of  the  few  last  lots.  The  prime 
yearlings  were — No.  6,  sold  to  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Wellingore, 
for  25  gs. ;  No.  30  sold  to  Mr.  Woolhouse  for  31  gs. ;  and 
No.  20  bought  by  Mr.  Patterson  for  25  ga. ;  Mr.  Trotter 
MQght  No.  32  (a  very  handsome  sheep)  for  20  gs. ;  and  Mr, 
James  Hutchinson  got  No.  44  very  cheap  at  14  gs.  The 
prices  made  for  the  two-shea.'s  were  very  satisfactory ;  No.  70 
making  20  gs.,  and  No.  80  25  ga.  The  two  old  sheep  (99 
and  lOO)  were  perfect  models  of  symmetry,  and  went  to  Mr. 
Cappe  and  Mr.  Harston  respectively  for  20  gs.  and  14  gs. 
The  average  was  ^£10  18s.  6d.  each,  which,  all  things  con- 
sidered, may  be  regarded  aa  satisfactory  to  the  breeder,  and 
certainly  to  the  purchasera. 

Kr.  Wm.  Baker^a  second  annual  sale  of  Shropshire  rams 
>Ad  ewes,  waa  held  at  Moor  Barns,  Atherstone, 
A  few  rams  had  been  bred  and  sold  privately  for 
leveral  years  untU  1867,  when  Mr.  Baker  determined  to  try  the 
test  of  tU  ihow  yard,  and  with  such  aocoesa  that,  since  then,  no 
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fewer  than  seventy-thrce  prizes  have  been  obtained  bv  the 
flock.  This  fact,  no  doubt,  much  increased  the  attendance, 
which  included  several  gentlemen  from  North  Wales,  Lincoln- 
shire, Northamptonshire,  and  most  of  the  midland  counties. 
Six  two-shear  rams,  including  the  winner  at  Wakefield, 
averaged  £14  3s.  6d.,  one  being  let ;  and  thirty-one  shearlings, 
(all  sold  but  two),  made  £9  68.  each ;  four  of  these  were  let, 
one  for  the  latter  part  of  the  season  only.  The  ewes  were 
of  ffood  size,  and  included  two  or  three  from  the  Montford 
flocic.  The  competition  was  brisk,  at  from  52s.  to  75s.  per 
head ;  the  average  of  the  seventy  being  59s.  9d.  No  ram 
went  higher  than  seventeen  guineas,  tne  sum  paid  by  Mr. 
Timmis  ifor  Sparkenhoe,  by  Viceroy ;"  a  like  figure  bein^  given 
by  Mr.  Shaw  for  Blenheim,  by  Superior.  The  other  principal 
buyers  were  Messrs.  Bate,  rlint ;  Battams,  Northampton ; 
Marris,  Lincoln;  Maxwell,  Northampton;  Dormer,  Qrundy, 
Vergette,  Sanders,  Wykes,  Webb,  Abel  Bentlev,  Lee,  Pegg, 
Feltbonse,  Princip.  rowers,  Drakely,  Arnold,  Wooid,  uuL 
Adams,  &c.    Messrs.  Lythall  and  Clarke,  condncted  the  sale. 

A  Bale  of  Hampshire  Down  sheep,  belonging  to  the  execa- 
tora  of  the  late  Mr.  Q.  D.  Cockeram,  was  held  by  Mr.  J. 
Waters,  at  Niton  Farm.  The  average  of  all  ages  of  ewes  was 
33s.  per  head,  the  two-teeth  ewes  realising  41s.  (Mr.  Olding), 
34s.  33s.  30s.,  to  28s.,  the  average  of  this  age  being  32s.  5d. 
srhead.  Four-teeth  ewes  bronrht  45s.  (Mr.  Crook),  S5s. 
4e.  to  29s.,  averagiug  349.  8d.  The  six-teeth  ewes  sold  at 
45s.  (Mr.  Sloper),  3Ss..  37s.,  to  30s.,  and  averaged  36s.  Full- 
mouthed  ewes  ranged  from  34a.  (Mr.  Moore)  to  20s.,  and 
averased  29s.  9d.  per  head.  The  Chilver  lambs  brought  398. 
(Mr.  Moore),  35s.,  29s.,  the  cull  lot  realising  14s.,  and  the 
average  being  27s.  Wether  lambs  brought  31s.  and  26s.,  and 
the  cull  lot  12s.  per  head.  The  cart  horses  all  aged  ranged 
from  37  gs.,  33  gs.,  31  gs.  28^  gs.,  &c.,  down  to  14  gs.  It 
rained  hard  during  the  sale,  bnt  the  result  waa  considered 
satisfactory. 

At  Compton  Farm,  Enford,  Mr.  J.  Waters,  submitted  for 
sale  by  auction  the  breeding  flock  of  the  late  Mr.  Jamea 
Martin,  which  consisted  of  about  1,100  ewes  and  lamba, 
including  220  two-teeth  ewes,  230  fonr-teeth  ewes,  206  six- 
teeth  ewes,  180  full- mouth  ewes,  280  cliilver  lambs,  and  eight 
rams.  The  following  were  the  average  pricea  realised :  Two- 
teeth  ewes,  highest,  47s.,  Mr.  Chisman ;  lowest,  35s. ;  average 
38s.  3d.  per  head.  Four-teeth  ewes,  highest,  60s.  Mr.  Moore  ; 
lowest  d7s. ;  average  44a.  6d.  per  head.  Six-teeth  ewes, 
highest  51s.,  Mr.  Ferris ;  lowest,  346. ;  average,  39s.  8d.  Fall- 
mouth  ewes,  highest,  50s.,  Mr.  Wadman;  lowest,  34«. ; 
average,  38s.  Id.  per  head.  Chilver  lambs,  higheat,  52s.,  Mr. 
Carpenter ;  loweat,  23s. ;  average,  308.  lOd.  per  head.  The 
cart  horses  reaUsed  51g8.,43gs.,  39gs.,38gs.,  364  gs.,  32ig8., 
30n.,  &c.,  &c.,  the  whole  (21)  having  averaged  £28  15s.  6d. 
each. 

THE  ULCEBY  GRANGE  RAMS.— There  were  snb- 
mitted  49  lincolns,  descended  from  well-selected  sires,  and  dama 
from  the  flocks  of  Mr.  Marshall  of  Branston,  Mr.  Lincoln, 
Mr.  Mackinder  of  Laugton  Grange,  Mr.  Kirkham  of  Bisca- 
thorpe,  Messrs.  Dudding  of  Panton,  Mr.  Needham,  and  Mr. 
Topham.  The  49  rams,  all  shearlings,  were  offered  by  Mr. 
Caithrop,  and  realized  the  following  prices,  vis.:  Lot ^ Mr. 


Thomas  Edlington,  Brumby,  £6 ;  2,  Mr.  John  Brooks,  Woot- 
ton,  £8  lOs. ;  3,  Mr.  Beaumont,  Faldingworth,  £6  10s. ;  4, 
Mr.  Leonaid,  Patrington,  £8  10s. ;  Mr.  Bradv  Nicholson, 
Leeds,  £12;  6.  ditto,  £12;  7,  Mr.  Nicholson,  Willoughton, 
£14 10s. ;  8,  Mr.  Wm.  Maw,  Walk  House,  £12  10s. ;  9,  Mr. 
W.  YouhUl,  Laceby,  £6  10s. ;  10,  Mr.  Jordeason,  Bishop 
Burton,  £6  Ss. ;  11,  Mr.  John  Brooks,  £6 ;  12,  Mr.  George 
Cartwright,  Kirminiton,  £6  10s. ;  13,  Mr.  F.  Hookham, 
Thornton,  £0;  14,  Mr.  Musgrave,  Owersby,  £11  10s.;  15, 
ditto,  i:15  lOs. :  16,  Mr.  Atkin,  £10 ;  17,  Mr.  Wood,  Snnr- 
ford,£6;  18,  Air.  Nicholson,  £6  10s.;  19,  Mr.  Smith,  Hall, 
£5  10s. ;  20,  Mr.  Thoa.  RoUett,  Northorpe,  £7;  21,  Mr.  Jonaa 
Webb.  Melton  Ross,  £7  10s. ;  22,  Mr.  Leonard.  £13  168. ;  23, 
do.,  £13 15s. ;  24.  Mr.  Brady  Nicholson,  £17 ;  25,  Jonaa  Webb, 
£10 ;  26,  Mr.  Geo.  Bland  Herring,  Redbourne,  £8  6s. ;  27, 
Mr.  Smith,  £7;  28,  Mr.  Morris,  Faldingworth,  £7;  29,  Mr. 
Jordeason,  £6  10s. ;  30,  Mr.  Tlios.  Rollett,  £8  ;  31,  Mr.  John 
Brooks,  £11  10s.;  32,  ditto,  £8  10s.;  33,  Mr.  Smith,  £7; 
3 K  Mr.  Beaumont.  £7;  35,  Mr.  George  Cartwright,  £8;  36, 
Mr.  Smith,  £6  lOa. ;  37,  ditto,  £6  ;  38,  Mr.  John  Brooks,  £6j 
39,  Mr.  Gorge  Gnrnell,  Brumby,  £9  ISs. ;  40,  Mr.  John  Ste- 
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phenion,  "The  Beeches,"  £13  6».;  41,  Mr.  Abra- 
bam,  Scartho',£910s.i  42,  Mr.  Nicholson,  WUloughton,  £7 
10s. ;  43,  Mr.  John  Brooks,  £7  158. ;  44,  Mr.  Wm.  Hudson, 
Kirmington,  £13 ;  46,  Mr.  Jonas  Webb,  £7  10s. ;  46,  Mr. 
Smith,  £6  lOs. ;  47,  Mr.  W.  J.  Frankish,  Kirmington.  £8  5s. ; 
48,  Mr.  Smith,  £7 ;  49,  ditto,  £6  lOs.    Total,  £429  15s. 

THE  WEST  WILLOUGHBY  BAMS.— Mr.  W.  Wood 
offered  for  sale  by  auction  sixty  rams,  bred  by  Mr.  Rndkin. 
Annexed  are  the  prices:  No.  1,  Mrs.  Smart,  Ropsley,  £9 
15s. ;  2,  Mr.  Newton,  Ancaster,  £8 ;  8,  Mr.  Palmer,  Wil- 
longhby,  £6 ;  4,  Mr.  Widdowson,  Swaton,  £6  10s. ;  5,  Mr. 
Ward,  Sndbrook,  £6  5s. ;  6,  Mr.  Dolby,  Foston,  £12  6s. ;  7, 
Mr.  Snodin,  Branston,  £6  ;  8,  Mr.  Ward,  Ancaster,  £6  15s. ; 
9,  Mrs.  Hoyes,  Hanby,  £6 ;  10,  Mrs.  Sardeson,  Sapperton, 
£6 ;  11,  Mr.  Sardeson,  Haydor,  £9  10s. ;  12,  Mr.  Ward,  Snd- 
brook, £7  5s. ;  13,  Mr.  Slight,  Willonghby,  £16 ;  14,  Mr. 
Andrews,  Somnrby,  £6  6s. ;  16,  passed ;  16,  Mr.  Widdowson, 
£6  ;  17,  Mr.  Slight,  Wilsford  Heath,  £6  ISs. ;  18,  Mr.  Rud- 
kin,  Hanby,  £9  159.;  19,  Mr.  Robert,  £14;  20,  passed;  21, 
Mr.  Sardeson,  HoweU,  £10;  22,  Mr.  Snodin,  £15 ;  23,  Mr. 
Brothwell,  Braccby,  £13 ;  24,  Mr.  Thomas  Minta,  East«n, 
£7 ;  26,  Mr.  Bull,  Boothby.  £15 ;  26,  Mr.  Thomas  Minta, 
£5  5s.;  27,  Mr.  Boyall,  Grantham,  £8  lOs.;  28,  Mr. 
Brackenbury,  Londonthorpe,  £8  10s.;  29,  Mr.  Casswell, 
Falkingham,  £5  5s. ;  30,  Mr.  Wadeson,  Normanton,  £9  10s. ; 
SI,  Mr.  Nixon,  Kelby,  £5  5s. ;  32,  Mr.  Lord,  Hough,  £7 ; 
83,  Mr.  Thomas  Minta,  £6  6s. ;  34,  Mr.  Robinson,  Sedee- 
brook  Mill,  £6  5s. ;  35,  Mr.  Thomas  Minta,  ^8  5s. ;  36.  Sir 
Thomas  Whichcote,  Aswarby,  £13  ;  37,  Mr.  Blankley,  Han- 
beck.  £9  5s.;  38,  Mr.  Hedwortb,  Oasby,  £7  158.;  39,  Mr. 
Castle,  Grantham,  £6  10s. ;  40,  Mr.  Andrews,  Somerby,  £6 
16s. ;  41,  Mr.  Sardeson,  Howell,  £5  5s. ;  42,  Mrs.  Sardeson, 
Sapperton,  £o  10s. ;  43,  passed ;  44,  Mr.  Parkinson,  Wils- 
ford, £5  59. ;  45.  Mr.  Robinson,  Haceby,  £7  lOs. ;  46, 
Mr.  Castle,  .€5  10s.;  47,  Mr.  Ward,  Sndbrook,  £5  Ss.;  48, 
passed ;  49,  passed ;  50,  Mr.  Robinson,  Sedgebrook,  £5 
58.;  61,  Mr.  Bull,  Cranwell,  £7  lOs. ;  52,  Mr.  Bull, 
Boothby,  £5  15s. ;  53,  Mr.  Sardeson,  Haydor,  £5  5s. ;  6^, 
Mr.  Snodin,  £9  lOs. ;  55,  Mrs.  Hoyes,  £5  5s. ;  56,  Mr. 
J.  Hardy,  Grantham,  £5  15s.;  57,  Mr.  Brackenbury, 
£6  6s. ;  68,  Mr.  Casswell,  £5  6s. ;  69,  passed ;  60, 
Mr.  Hoyes,  AUington,  £6  10s. ;  making  an  average  of 
£7  13s.  7id. 

THE  CULVERTHORPE  BAMS.— The  twenty-sixth  an- 
anal  sale  took  place  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  G.  King,  Culfer- 
thorpe  Hall,  Mr.  Law  of  Sleaford,  being  the  auctioneer. 
The  following  were  the  the  prices  made :  No.  1,  Mr.  Pick- 
worth,  Kirkby  Laythorpe,  £12  128. ;  2,  Mr.  Wm.  Thompson, 
Grantham.  £i  ISs.  6d. ;  3,  Sir  Thomas  Whichcote,  Aswarby 
Hall,  £16  48.  6d. ;  4,  Mr.  Draper  Mackinder,  Sempringham, 
£8  8s. ;  5,  Mr.  Vincent,  Bottesford,  £1 1  lis. ;  6,  Mr.  HarrU, 
Rauceby,  £7  178.  6d. ;  7,  Mr.  Sharp,  Sleaford,  £8  18s.  6d. ;  8, 
Mr.  Cooper,  Swineshead,  £21  ;  9,  Mr.  Ward,  Ancaster, 
£6  168.  6d. ;  10,  Mr.  Lynn,  Lrnton,  £13  28. ;  11,  Mr.  King, 
Laneham,  Retford,  £3  89. ;  12,  Mr.  W.  Birkett,  Silk  Wil- 
longhby, £7  78.;  13,  Mr.  Bowett,  Rocklcy,  Retford,  £6, 
168.  6d. ;  14,  Mr.  Avery,  Welby,  £9  98. ;  16,  Mr.  Green, 
Knipton,  £10  lOs. ;  16,  Mr.  Bacon,  Rippingale,  £8  8s. ;  17, 
Mr.  Hill,  Ropsley,  £8  8s. ;  18,  Mr.  Richardson,  Digby,  £10 
IO9. :  19,  Mr.  Welborn,  Woolsthorpe,  £6  168.  6d. ;  20,  Mr. 
Cooper,  Swineshead,  £17  68.  6d. ;  21,  Mr.  Roberts,  Somerby 
£10  108.;  22,  Mr.  Hind,  Stroxton,  £5  15s.  6d. ;  23,  Mr. 
PilkingtoD,  Brauncewell,  £13  28.  6d.;  24-,  Mr.  Harrison, 
Ashby-dela-Lannde,  £10  lOs.;  26,  Mr.  Searson,  Bulby,  £9 
198.  6d. ;  26,  Mr.  Read,  Great  Hale,  £7  178.  6d. ;  27,  Mr. 
C.  Sanderson,  Derableby,  £7  7s. ;  28,  Mr.  Sharp,  Sleaford, 
£8  188.  6d. ;  29,  Mr.  Blankley,  Hanbeck,  £9  98. ;  30,  Mr. 
Rifrgall,  Threekingham,  £9  98. ;  31,  Mr.  Bacon,  Rippingale, 
£10  10s. ;  32,  Mr.  Frances  Leasingham,  £8  188.  6d. ;  33,  Mr. 
Wadsley,  Swaton,  £6  68. ;  34,  Mr.  Bacon,  £5  6s. ;  36,  Mr. 
lAnn,  £7  78. ;  36,  Mr.  Pope,  Kirkby  Underwood,  £5  168. 6d. ; 
87,  Mr.  Robinson,  Haceby,  £6  69. ;  38,  Mr.  Creasev,  Rusking- 
ton,  £6  6s. ;  39,  Mr.  Mackinder,  Sempringham,  £5  15s.  6d. ; 
40.  Mr.  Pheasant,  Thi«ekiDgham,  £6  16s.  &. ;  41,  Mr.  Brack- 
tnbory,  Horbling,  £6  6s. ;  42,  Miss  Amos,  Grantham,  £6 
16s.  6d.  i  43,  Mr.  Hardy,  Jericho  Lodge,  £6  X6s.  8d. ;  44, 
passed;  45,  Mr.  Pickworth,  Kirkby  Lajthorpe,  £8  18s.  6d.; 
46,  Mr.  Mackinder,  Sempringham  Fen,  £6  15s.  6d.  Nos.  47, 
i6, 49, 60, 61,  62,  and  68  w«re  passed.    The  nveraj^  for  tb^ 


forty-five  sold  is  £8  188.  8|d.  A  number  of  breeding  ewei 
were  advertised  for  sale,  but  only  three  pflDS  were  offered, 
which  realised  4k.,  48s.,  and  46s.  6d. 

PETERBOROUGH  RAM  FAHSL— This  aonoil  fair  w 
held  in  the  Recreation-nonnd.  There  were  497  rams  penned, 
being  23  more  than  lait  year,  the  namber  then  beiiw  474. 
The  following  is  an  account  of  the  rams  sold :  Messrs.  Masoa 
and  Son  sold  60  animals  bred  by  Mr.  T.  Caswell,  of  Pointos; 
the  highest  prices  obtained  being  £17  17s.  for  one  sold  to  Mr. 
J.  Byron,  of  Kirkby  Green ;  £15  15s.  for  one  sold  to  Mr.  Moii, 
of  Whisby ;  £16  16s.  for  one  sold  to  Mr.  airk^  of  Bythelr ; 
and  £16  16s.  for  one  sold  to  Mr.  Staplee,  of  Oxney.  Tli* 
flock  averaged  £10  6s.  per  sheep.  Messrs.  Mason  also  m!: 
SO  longwool  shearlings,  ttie  property  of  Mr.  Byron,  of  Kirkby 
Green,  who  we  nnderstand  has  obtained  three  medsli  and  U 
first  and  second  prices  during  the  last  12  months.  Thehi^b^ 

?rice  obtained  was  for  two  animals  sold  to  the  Hon.  G.  W. 
'itxwilliam^viz.,  £16  16s.  and  £15  16s.;  the  avp rag«  vss 
£9  17s.  Mr.  J.  Wilders,  of  Croxton  Kcrrial,  showed  25  ihear- 
lings,  with  very  good  backs  and  skins.  The  highest  price  o> 
Uined  was  £17 ;  the  average  bein^  £10  18s.  Mr.  W.  Mias 
sold  40  fine  rams,  the  property  of  Mr.  T.  Cartwright,  of  Dm- 
ston  Pillar,  the  highest  price  obtained  being  £23  for  s  >^.  tp 
sold  to  Mr.  Gilbert ;  average  £11  12s.  Mr.  J,  Fox  «oli '  i 
prize  sheep  (Oxford),  the  property  of  Mr.  Gonnell,  m  c 
which  was  sold  to  Mr.  Rudkin,  of  WiUonghby  for  39  gs.  Tt - 
same  auctioneer  also  sold  47  animals,  the  property  of  Mr.  W. 
Kirkham.of  Markby  Priory,  the  highest  price  obUined  bf  d: 
£11  lOs.  Messrs.  Briggs  sold  48  animals,  the  propertj  c 
Mr.  J.  R.  Kirkham,  of  Audlcby  Villa,  the  highest  pria  Wis: 
;e44  given  bv  Mr.  Breeverton  ;  average  £14.  Messn.  Shfto/r 
and  Son  sold  30,  the  property  of  Mr.  Hack,  of  Buckmia 'r 
the  highest  prices  were— Mr.  Foster  £22,  Mr.  Sharpei:!, 
Mr.  Saunders  £14;  average  £10.  Mr.  Lumby  toldcO.tb' 
property  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Caswell,  of  Langhton ;  highest  pnef?- 
Mr.  Rook,  of  Weldon,  £26,  Mr.  Wnllis  £23,  and  Mr.  Uir{vD 
£22;  average  £11  10s.  Mr.  E.  Law  sold  17  animalxtSf 
property  of  Mr.  Gamer,  of  Willonghby  Heath ;  the  hutn' 
price  Iteing  £9  10s.,  and  the  average  £7  58.  Hr.U«il< 
sold  34,  the  property  of  Mr.  Wool  house;  the  highest  pr-* 
being  £10  10s.,  and  the  averaw  £8  15s.  M«sr«.  U^' 
and  Carter  sold  50  shearlings,  the  property  of  Mr.  S.  EDtst, 
of  Dowsby ;  the  highest  prices  being— £31  giTen  by  Mr.  5. 
Middleton,  £17  10s.  by  Mr.  Godfrey,  Mr.  Seward  116,  "i 
Mr.  S.  Middleton  £16 ;  the  average  being  £12  10s.  ne- 
was  a  very  good  attendance  of  buyers  and  othen,  m  y 
arrangements  for  the  ground,  which  were  carried  oat  ufi^?f 
the  superintendence  of  Mr.  J.  Ruddle,  the  surveyor,  tot'- 
Improvement  Commissioners,  gave  general  satisfactiooj-Tj 
disgraceful  way  in  which  some  of  the  rams  were  oiled,  ti- 
colourwashed,  says  a  correspondent  of  the  Uncoi*  Mf^  .- 
calls  for  the  interference  of  the  agricultural  show,  fl^* 
long  will  buyers  allow  themselves  to  be  deceived  by  r^^ 
practice  I 

SLEAFORD  NEW  RAM  FAIR.— The  CranweUiws.^ 
in  number,  the  property  of  Mr.  Sardeson,  were  sold  bf  tuct-is 
by  Mr.  Law  at  an  average  of  £8  10s.  each ;  the  KiAby  Uj- 
thorpe  rams,  22  in  number,  the  property  of  Mr.  'IV''!!^'*! 
sold  by  the  same  auctioneer  at  an  average  of  £7  esch.  Sev^^ 
other  lots  were  also  disposed  of  at  satis-£ietory  prices. 

THE  ATLE3BT  RAM  SHOW.— Last  year  the  avfnr 
price  paid  for  the  use  of  each  ram  was  £16 ;  howewfi '  ^ 
average  did  not  now  exceed  £14,  the  highest  prices  nn-'A, 
from  £30  to  £35,  whQe  none  let  for  less  than  £10. 

SALE  OF  THE  PATCHAM  SOUTHDOWN  nX)Ct-  , 
The  flock  of    the   late  Mr.  William  Tanner.  Pstcham.  «  I 
submitted  to  public    competition  by  Mr.  Drawbndgr,  ^ 
the  direction  of    the   executors.     The  sale  took  plj«^  I 
Standean  farm,  in  a  secluded  valley  among  the  SwtMowi- 
hills  between  Bnghton  and  Hassoek^te.  Theslt«ji^»" 
rather  thin,  owing  probably  to  the  inaccessibility  of  the  u.^ 
tion,  but  among  those  present  were  several  flockmaiteri  troo "» 
western  part  of  the  county.    Of  full-mouthed  •«»,»*y;" 
four  loU  of  .five,  and  twelve  loU   of  ten.   '^J^i;^ 
were  sold  at  60s.  to  Mr.  Hart,  Beddingham, 60«. to  Jir-; 
Bushby  and  Mr.  Hayward,  Gloucester,  and  4fli,  to  Mr^;* 
venson,  steward  to  Mr.  F.  H.  Farrer,  Abiager-hsU  I»^r 
The  lots  often  were  bought  by  Mr.  Burnett,  ^^^L., 
Kingioote,  at  iji.  j  Mr.  ArkcoU,  ^Mtbounie,  4«».  i  I*'' " 
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vcBtonthneloti  li  ilt.  iniiOi.;  Mr.  Outon,  Swiffham, 
Biz]otiat48«.,40i^  89i^  37b.,  and  S6i. ;  and  Mr.  Cordy,at 
34a.  One  lot  of  Broken-monthed  ewes  was  boagbt  at  SSs.  hj 
MeiaiB.  Brown.  Of  six-tooth  ewes  there  were  foar  lots  of  fire, 
cteren  lots  of  ten,  and  one  lot  of  sixteen.  The  lots  of  five  were 
bonght  hr  Mr.  Fox,  Westhoatly,  at  61s.  and  SSs. ;  and  Mr. 
Hajwar^  at  SSs.  and  60b.  The  lots  of  ten  were  bought  hv 
Mr.  Bannister ;  ten  lots,  at  46s.,  438.,  40s.,  and  30s. ;  by  Mr. 
Arkcoil,  at  44;  Mr.  CUxton,  two  lots,  at  42s.  and  41s. ;  Mr. 
Bnmett,  42s. ;  and  Mr.  M'Nanghten,  388.  The  Utter  also 
bought  the  lot  of  sixteen  at  36s.  Of  the  foar-tooth  ewes  there 
were  fonr  lots  of  fire,  fourteen  of  ten,  and  one  of  twelre.  The 
fires  were  bought  by  Mr.  Hart,  at  60s. ;  Mr.  Fox,  at  47s. ; 
Mr.  Bushby,  at  49$. ;  and  Mr.  Dendney,  at  44s.  The  others 
were  bought  by  Mr.  Arkcoll,  at  60s. ;  Mr.  Bushby,  at  48s. ; 
Mr.  Bannister,  four  lots,  at  468.  and  44i. ;  Mr.  James  Kent, 
47s. ;  Mr.  Haward,  at  48$. ;  Mr.  M'Nanghten,  three  lota,  at 
468.,  44e.,  and  42s.;  Mr.  Claxton,  46s.;  Mr.  S.  Beard,  two 
lots,  47s. ;  and  Mr.  Deudney,  40s.  Of  two-tooth  ewes  there 
were  four  lots  of  fire,  and  twenty  lots  often.  The  former  were 
bought  by  Mr.  £.  Blaker,  two  lots,  at  60s.,  and  Mr.  Claxton, 
two  lots,  at  56s.  and  50s.  The  tens  were  purchased  by  Mr. 
Claxton,  three  lots,  at  598.,  48s.,  and  47s. ;  Mr.  Gibson,  two 
bta,  49s.,  47s.,  and  458. ;  Mr.  Bannister,  five  lots,  at  50s.  46s., 
46s.,  44s.,  and  42s. ;  Mr.  Stevenson,  458. ;  Mr.  Uayward,  at 
478.  and  4Ab.  ;  Mr.  Arkcoll  46s. ;  Mr.  Uampton,  three  loto,  at 
45a.  and  44s. ;  Mr.  Beard,  45s. ;  Mr.  M'Nanghten,  448.  Of 
ewe  lambs  there  were  Beven  lots  often,  five  lots  of  twenty,  and 
one  of  eighteen.  The  tens  were  bought  by  Mr.  Russell,  at 
34s. :  Mr.  Burnett,  at  378. ;  Mr.  Arkcoll,  two  lots.  Sis.  and  30s. ; 
Mr.  Hammond,  28s.  and  27s. ;  Messrs.  Brown,  26s.  The  twen- 
ties were  bought  by  Mr.  Brown,  at  25s.:  Mr.  Russell,  238.; 
Mr.  Havward,  23s. ;  Mr.  ArkooU,  228. ;  Mr.  Russell,  two  loto, 
22a.  and  £0s.  Full-mouthed  ewes  mnged  between  348.  and  60s. 
a-head  and  aveiaged  43s. ;  the  six-tooth  ranged  between  86s. 
and  53s.,  and  averaged  438. 3d.  The  four-tooth  ranged  from  408. 
to  60s.,  and  averaged  46s. ;  the  two-tooth  from  428.  to  60s., 
aTeraging  47s,  6d. ;  and  the  Umbs  from  208.  to  SOs.,  averaging 
^7s.  Bams :  Three  years  old,  by  a  ram  of  Mr.  Hart's,  Sed- 
dingfaam,  Mr.  Walters,  £3  lOs. ;  two  years  old,  by  ditto,  Mr. 
Blaker,  £5  lOs. ;  ditto  by  Mr.  Rigden*s  son  of  Webb,  No.  21, 
Mr.  J.  Famcombe,  £14  14s. ;  ditto,  Mr.  Bannister,  £4  14e. 
6d. ;  ditto,  flock  sheep,  Mr.  Bieard,  £8  ISs.  6d. ;  one-year-old, 
by  Mr.  Uart*s  ram,  Mr.  Blaker,  £21 ;  ditto,  by  Mr.  Brown's 
ram,  of  Patcham,  Mr.  Chandler,  £4  5s. ;  ditto,  Mr.  Chandler, 
£4  lOs. ;  one-year-old,  by  Mr.  Brown's  ram,  of  Patcham,  W. 
Famcombe,  £3  58. ;  ditto,  Lord  Chichester,  £8  Ss.;  ditto,  by 
Mr.  Hart's  ram,  £4  14s.  6d.  Ram  Iambs :  By  No.  1  ram,  aam 
half  Heasman,  £3  3s.,  Mr.  J.  S.  Turner;  ditto,  dam  half 
Rigden,  £1 178.  6d.,  Mr.  Deudnev ;  ditto,  dam  half  Waters, 
£1  10s.,  Mr.  Knight ;  by  Mr.  Boy^s  ram,  dam  half  Brown,  £2 
6s.,  Mr.  Chandler ;  ditto,  £1  158.,  Mr.  J.  Famcombe ;  half 
Brown,  £2,  Mr.  Case ;  ditto,  £1  15s.,  Mr.  Arkcoll ;  ditto,  dam 
half  Waters,  £1  ISa.,  Mr.  Botting :  ditto,  £1  lOs.,  Mr.  Knight ; 
ditto,  £1  15s.,  Mr.  Knight;  flock  sheep,  £2,  Mr.  Dendney. 
The  prices  for  ewes  were  generally  good,  but  for  choice  pens 
not  so  \d(A.  as  might  have  been  expected  for  a  flock  of  such 
repute.  The  bidding  for  rams  was  very  languid,  and  except 
for  a  few  of  the  best  the  prices  were  very  low.  The  dairy  cows 
ranged  from  14  to  28  gs. 

THE  BIRLING  SOUTHDOWNS— The  flock  of  Mr.  John 
Gomnge,  ofBirling,  was  submitted  to  public  auction  by  Messrs. 
Sontherden  and  Morris,  of  Uailsham  and  Lewes.  The  sale 
waa  in  oonseqnence  of  Mr.  Gorringe  leaving  his  down  farm  for 
the  lowlands.  The  sheep,  not  having  been  "  made  op"  for 
sale,  and  having  subsisted  upon  the  produce  of  the  land  as  they 
picked  it  up  for  themselves,  were  not  in  very  high  condition ; 
out,  notwithstanding,  very  fair  prices  were  made.  Of  ewes 
there  were  78  loto,  of  ten,  consisting  of  15  loto  of  full-mouthed, 
20  loto  of  six-tooth,  20  loto  of  four-tooth,  and  22  loto  of  tegs. 
The  ewe  lambs  numbered  250,  the  rams  and  ram  lambs  16. 
For  the  sheep  the  following  prices  were  made:  Ten  fall- 
mouthed  ewes,  Mr.  Stenning,  Godstone,  37b.  ;  ten  ditto,  Mr. 
Stenning,  39s. ;  ten  ditto,  Mr.  S.  Stevenson,  steward  to  the 

ra's  Physician,  Abinger  Hall,  Dorking,  SSs. ;  ton  ditto, 
Stenning,  SSs. ;  ten  ditto,  Mr.  Mannington,  Laughton, 
33a. ;  tea  ditto,  Mr.  Bradford,  Wannock,  33s. ;  ten  ditto, 
Mr.  Stevenson,  34s.;  ten  ditto,  Mr.  Mannington,  34s.; 
ten  ditto,  Mr,  T.  ArkcoU.  Sis.  6d,;  ten  ditto,  Mr, 
Stereoion,  80,)  W^  ditto,  >(r.  T,  Jenifer,  ^e»thfield,S4tf} 


ten  ditto,  Mr.  Stereoion,  88s.;  tm  ditto,  Mr.  Mm- 
nington,  848.  ;  ten  ditto,  Mr.  N.  Breton,  348.  Six- 
tooth:  Sold  to  Messrs.  Bradford  at  458.:  W.  Ashby, 
45s. ;  D.  Aylwin  ^Maresfield),  seven  loto  at  41a., 
41s.  6d.,  41b.,  40s.  Bannister  (Cuckfield),  who  hu  token 
Westdean  Farm,  bought  six  loto  at  40s.,  SQs.,  SSs.  W.  Yer- 
rall  (Itford),  428.  Honeyman  (Sir  J.  Duke),  41a.,  378.  6d. 
T.  Arkcoll  (Eastbourne),  42s.  6d.  F.  Tnppen  (Westham), 
43s.  Four-tooth  Sheep:  W.  Verrall  (Itford),  51s.  James 
Kent  (Southease),  45s.  T.  Arkcoll,  44«.  6d.  Bannister  (nine 
loto  at),  44s.,  40s.,  SQs.,  388.,  37s.  Tuppen,  41s.  Joseph 
Gorringe  (Eastbourne),  two  lots  at  40s.  Homewood  (East- 
bourne), 40s.  Groom  (Folkisgton),  428.  Brown  (Ailing- 
ton),  38s.,  S7s.  Two-tooth  Shr«p :  Messrs.  W.  Verrall,  508., 
48s.,  448.,  and  40s.  Joseph  Gorringe,  SOs.  W.  P.  Ashtiy, 
488.  Bannister,  46s.,  45b.  6d.,  438.,  42s.  6d.,  41s.,  40s.,  S9s., 
and  SSs.  Tuppen,  44s.  A.  Brown,  40s.  and  SSs.  Avlwia, 
SSs.  Stevenson,  SSs.  Noakes,  41s*  Ewe-lambs:  Messrs. 
Burnett,  SSs.  Messrs.  Brown,  29s.,  28s.,  27s.,  26s.,  25s., 
24s.,  2Ss.  Stevenson,  26s.,  25s.,  24s.,  238.,  aud  2l8.  Noakes, 
29s.  Hams :  No.  1,  P.  Gorringe,  £2  los.  No.  2,  P.  Gor- 
ringe, £5  5s.  No.  3,  Tuppen,  £5  Ss.  No.  4,  Stevenson, 
£3  13s.  6d.  No.  5,  ditto,  £4  48.  fiam-lambs :  No.  1,  Joseph 
Gorringe,  £2  10s.  No.  2,  ditto,  £1 178.  6d.  No.  3.  Steven- 
son, £2  12s.  6d.  No.  4,  Joseph  Gorringe,  £2  12s.  6d.  No. 
5,  ditto,  £3  Ss.  No.  6,  Stevenson,  £2  2s.  No.  7,  Joseph 
Gorringe,  £2  2s.    No.  8,  Mr.  Osborne,  £2  10s. 

LINCOLN  SHEEP.—Theram  sales  in  the  Liucobi  cattle 
market  were  not  so  well  attended  as  they  have  been  for  the  last 
few  years,  and  the  prices  made  showed  a  considerable  falling 
off;  attributoble  probably  in  some  measure  to  the  large  num- 
ber of  rams  disposed  of  at  the  homes  of  the  breeders.  The 
following  is  a  summary  of  the  business  done :  Mr.  Cropper's 
rams  (sold  by  Messrs.  Tateson  and  Bichardson) :  Lot  I,  Mr. 
Johnson,  £7  10s. ;  3,  Mr.  Gaunt,  £6  5s. ;  5,  Mr.  Frierson, 
£8  5s.  Mr.  Eudgard's  rams  (sold  by  ditto} :  Lot  S.  Mrs.  Jack- 
son,  Heighington,  £5  5s. ;  5,  Mr.  Godfrey,  I'illingham,  £6 
15s. ;  6,  Mr.  Ashton,  Waddington,  £8  10s. ;  7,  Mr.  Alhxick, 
Nottingham,  £4  15s.;  8,  ditto,  £4  5s.;  9,  Mr.  Barratt,  £4 
lOs.;  10,  Mr.  Hayward,  Waddington,  £5;  11,  Mr.  Vickers, 
NeUlebam,  £4  58. ;  12,  Mr.  Barratt,  £4  15s. ;  13,  Mr.  Spratt, 
Owersby,  £4  lOs. ;  14,  Mr.  Cottingham,  Snorford,  £5  Ss. 
15,  Mr.  Cartwright,  Tattershall,  £5 ;  16,  Mr.  HoweU,  £4  lOs. ; 
17,  Mr.  Young,  Clixby,  £7  5s. ;  18,  Mr.  WUson,  SaxUby,  £7 
5s.  Mr.  &.  Toynbe,  Bed  Hall  (sold  by  ditto) :  Lot  1,  ram, 
Mr.  E.  Davy,  £16  16s. ;  2,  ditto,  Mr.  £.  Davy,  £14  14s. ;  1, 
8  gimmers,  iiev.  Mr.  O'Grady,  Derbyshire,  £6  each ;  2, 4  ditto, 
Mr.  Irving,  Doncaster,  £5  lOs. ;  3,  3  ditto,  ditto,  £5  Ss. :  4, 
4  ewes,  Mr.  Frudd,  Donington,  £^  17s.  6d. ;  5,  4  ditto,  Mr. 
Irving,  £3  10s. ;  6,  ditto,  ditto,  £3  7b.  6d. ;  7,  ditto,  ditto,  £3 
17s.  6d. ;  3,  ditto,  Mr.  Johnson,  £3  78.  6d. ;  9,  ditto,  Mr. 
Marshall,  £3  2s.  6d. ;  10,  ditto,  Mr.  Hardy,  £3  2s.  6d. ;  11 
ditto,  Mr.  Clarke,  £2  18s. ;  12,  6  gimmers,  Eev.  Mr.  0*Gradr, 
£6  58. ;  IS,  6,  ditto,  ditto,  £5  Ss. ;  14,  ditto,  Mr.  Irving,  £8 
48.  Several  lambs  from  the  same  flock  sold  at  from  36s.  to 
4Ss.  each.  Mr.  Ealand,  Potterhanworth,  80  superior  gimmerB, 
with  good  fleeces,  sold  by  Tateson  and  Co.  at  from  4Ss.  to  64s. 
each.  Tlie  Nocton  Heath  Bams  (sold  by  Mr.  Law)  :  41  ram 
were  shown  by  Mr.  A.  Wright,  of  Nocton  Heath.  Unfortu- 
nately, however,  there  was  saoi  a  glut  of  rams  on  offer  that 
many  really  excellent  animals  were  disposed  of  at  nomiaal 
prisefl.  Lot  9,  a  shearling,  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Blaok,  from 
Scotland,  for  l.^^  i-^.  Holmes,  of  Nettlehanj^  secured  lot 
10,  a  sheading,  for  25  gs.^nSr.  T.-TfetftssT^xellingtho™, 
purehased  lot  11  for  10  gs. ;  lot  12,  a  shearlinz,  fell  to  the  bid 
of  Mr.  W.  Cartwright  for  21  gs. ;  Mr.  Markham  secured  lot 
20  for  14^ gs.;  and  Mr.  Grebby  became  the  possessor  of  lota 
27  and  28  for  lOi  and  ISi  gs.  respectively.  The  40  sheep  sold 
realized  £387  98.,  being  an  average  of  £9  13s.  Sd.  each. 
The  Ingleby  rams  (auctioneers  Measrs.  Briggs) :  Last  year  Mr. 
Paddison,  of  Ingleby,  whose  sheep  have  for  several  seasons 
been  bred  with  the  greatest  care,  obtained  the  highest  arerage 
in  the  fair,  and  although  the  rams  shown  by  him  were  fully 
up  to  the  mark,  the  prices  realized  were  eonsiderably  lower 
than  Mr.  Paddison  had  a  right  to  anticipate.  The  22  rama 
only  realized  £175,  beinr  an  average  of  a  httle  nnder  £S  eaeh. 
The  Timberbnd  rams: 'Twenty-one  shearlings  and  two  aged 
sheep  from  the  old*  and  well-known  flook  of  Mr.  GiUiatt,  of 
Tim Wland,  w^re  ne«t  of  ered.  Lot  7  (a  Yery  flue  shearling) 
Wfff  knooked  down  to  Mr,  Wilden  for  i|21,  Mr.  Topbam  set 
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cnrad  bt  8  for  £12,  Mr.  Holder  lot  9  for  £14  10b.,  Mr. 
Hornby  lot  10  for  £12,  Mr.  F.  Brown  lot  11  (a  remark- 
ablT  handsome  animal)  for  £20,  Mr.  Stainton  lot  16  for  £16, 
and  Mr.  Clarke  lot  23  (a  three  shear  ram)  for  £20.  The  23 
sheep  made  £261  lOs.,  being  an  average  or  £10  18s.  8d. 

THE  TATHWELL  BAMS.— The  whole  of  the  stock 
of  rams  and  sheep  belonging  to  Mr.  W.  Chaplin,  of  Tath- 
well,  were  offered  nnreserredly  by  auction,  by  Messrs.  Briggs 
and  Son,.  The  following  lots  were  then  pnt  np  first  at 
£6  each— Shearlings :  1,  Mr.  W.  Martin,  £9  lOs. ;  2,  Mr.  Mar- 
shall,  £17  10s.;  3,  Mr.  Meredith,  £7  lOs. ;  4,  Mr.  Needham, 
£18;  6,  Mr.  Clark,  £10  lOs.;  6,  Mr.J.Iles,£9  10s.;  7,  Mr. 
T.  Yonng,  Coyenham,  £10  ;  8,  a  noble  animal,  bonght  by  Mr. 
Vessey,  £40;  9,  Mr.  Thos,  Eve.  £10  10s.;  10,  Mr.  W. 
Mason,  £9;  11,  Mr.  Marshall,  Kisehobne,  £11;  12,  Mr. 
Tomer,  £26  ;  13,  Mr.  Cartwright,  Blankney,  £27 ;  14,  Mr. 
Sowerby,  £10 ;  16,  Kev.  T.  Livescy,  £9  lOs. ;  16,  Mr.  Hon- 
dleby,  £8 ;  17,  Mr.  Dawson,  Boxby,  £16  10s. ;  18,  Mr.  Rob- 
son,  £10  lOs.;  19,  Mr.  J.Byron,  £10;  20,  Mr.  Meredith, 
£12 ;  21,  Mr.  Sowerby,  £8  ;  22,  Mr.  BiggaU,  Manby,  £9  lOs. ; 
28,  Mr.  C.  Bobson,  £12  lOs. ;  24.  Mr.  Reed,  Belchford, 
£7  10s.;  26,  Mr.  Phillips,  £11  10s.;  26,  Mr.  Pears,  £16 ; 
27,  Mr.  Mason,  £9  10s. ;  28,  Mr.  T.  Dudding,  £11 ;  29,  Mr. 
Tonng,  £9 ;  30,  Mr.  Woodruffe,  £7 ;  81,  Mr.  Brown,  Maiden- 
well,  £9;  82,  Mr.  Wright,  £7  10s.;  33,  Mr.  Hesseltine,  £16 ; 
84,  Bir.  T.  Wingate,  £23 ;  85,  Mr.  Brown,  £9  ;  36,  Mr.  Exley, 
£8;  37,  Bir.  Danby,  Je7  10s. ;  38,  Mr.  Foster,  Tetney,  £8 ; 
39,  Mr.  Kemp,  Swaby,  £10 ;  40,  Mr.  C.  Bell,  £8  10s.;  41, 
Mr.  R.  Martin.  £7  10s. ;  42,  Mr.  W.  Mason.  £7 ;  43,  Mr. 
Chatterton,  £11 ;  44,  Mr.  Needham,  £11;  46,  Mr.  Roberts, 
£8;  46,  Mr.  Burton,  £8;  47,  Mr.  Wright,  £7;  48,  Mr.  Win- 
gate,  £8 ;  49,  Mr.D.  O.  Briggs,  £9 ;  60,Mr.  W.S. Weliitt,  £11 . 
61,  Mr.  C.  Bell,  £8 ;  62,  Mr.  Parr,  £6.  Two-shears :  68,  Mr' 
LiTe8ey,£6  10s. ;  64,  Mr.  J.  Robinson,  £6  10s.;  66,  Mr.  Emp- 
son,  £12 ;  66,  Mr.  Trobve,  £6  ;  57,  Mr.  Foster,  £7 ;  68,  Mr. 
C.  Briggs,  £6  10s.;  69,  Mr.  Robson,  Fulletby,  £6;  60,  Mr. 
R.  Martin,  £6  10s. ;  61,  Mr.  Hesseltine.  £11 ;  62,  Mr.  Rob- 
son,  £6 ;  66,  Mr.  Parr,  £6  10s. ;  66,  Mr.  Danby,  £11  10s. ; 
67,  ditto,  £15 ;  68,  Mr.  Rcast,  £7  lOs. ;  69,  Mr.  R.  Mason, 
£6  10s.;  70,  Mr.Cas8well,£6;  71,  Mr.  Wingate,  £7  lOs.; 
72,  Mr.  W.  Byron,  £6  lOs. ;  73,  Mr.  PhiUips,  £6;  74, 
Mr.  Martin,  £6 ;  76,  Mr.  Byron,  £10 ;  76,  Mr.  Empson, 
£13;  77,  Mr.  OUver,  £5  10s. ;  78,  Mr.  T.  Eve,  £6 ;  79,  Mr. 
Tomer,  £16.  Three-shear :  80,  Mr.  Young,  £6  lOs.  Foor- 
ahear ;  81,  Mr.  Martin,  £6.  Siz-shear :  82,  Mr.  Turner,  £11. 
A  large  lot  of  ram  lambs  were  next  disposed  of,  at  prices 
ranging  from  £2  28.  to  nearly  £6  each. 

THE  BRANSTON  RA1£S.— Instead  of  disposing  of  his 
sheep  at  home,  as  osoal,  Mr.  Marshall  this  year  determined 
to  send  them  to  Ldnooln,  and  48  were  offered  by  auction  by 
Messrs.  Briggs.  A  shearling  was  secured  by  Mr.  Christian 
for  £12  10s.,  a  wonderfol  sheep  fell  to  the  bid  of  Mr.  Irring 
for  £23,  Mr.  Homer  purchased  a  lot  for  £13  10s.,  Mr.  Mitton 
a  lot  for  £12  lOs.,  and  Mr.  Marshall  (Scampton)  a  lot  for 
£18.  Amongst  the  two-shears  were  three  remarkable  rams — 
the  first  was  bonght  in  at  SO  n.  for  Mr.  Wallbridge,  an 
American  gentleman,  who  has  tiiis  year  porehased  a  large 
amoont  of  prize  stock  in  this  country ;  the  second  was  secured 
by  Mr.  Hinds  for  £23  10s. ;  the  tlurd  was  knocked  down  to 
Mr.  Harrison  for  £23.  The  48  sheep  realized  £477  10s., 
being  an  avemge  of  nearly  £10  each.  After  the  announce- 
ment of  the  sale  Mr.  Marshall  sold  20  rams  and  gimmers  to 
Messrs.  Eells  and  Douglas,  who  reside  near  the  Falls  of 
Nia^ra,  at  fancy  prices,  and  he  has  sold  this  season  to 
foreign  customers  76  rams  and  24  ewes  and  gimmers  for 
£1.05l. 

THE  NOCTON  RISE  RAMS.— Mr.  Calthrop  offered 
aboot  20  very  good  shearling  rams,  the  property  of  Mr.  J.  E. 
Howard,  of  Kocton  Rise,  but  as  they  did  not  reach  the  value 
placed  upon  them,  only  six  were  sold  by  auction,  these  realized 
41  gs.    Others,  however,  were  sold  by  private  contract. 

THE  BUSLINGTHORPE  RAMS.—TwelYe  shearling 
rams,  the  properW  of  Mr.  Odling,  of  Buslingthorpe,  were 
offered  by  Messrs.  Walter  and  FaviU,  but  owing  to  the  market 
being  overstocked  the  prices  made  were  very  bw.  The  owner, 
however,  was  determined  to  get  out  of  them  at  any  price,  and 
the  12  realized  £61  6s.  6d.,  several  being  bought  by  Netting- 
ham  butchers.  »       «  o 

CADBBY  ^L  RAMS.--The  annual  sale  of  rams  be- 
longing  to  Mr.  John  Walesby  Kirkham  was  held  on  the  16th 


Sept.  Messrs.  Briggs  offered  thirty^or  bngwool  shfiuUogi, 
entirely  descended  firom  the  famous  old  Hagnaby  snd  Btsa- 
thorpe  flocks.  The  prices  realised  were,  here  as  diewhere, 
below  those  of  previous  years,  and  no  doubt  the  bad  cropt  of 
com  last  year,  the  drr  season  of  this  year,  the  depreci&tioB  in 
the  price  of  wool,  and  general  monetaiv  depression  in  the  leri- 
cultural  world,  have  all  a  tendency  to  lower  the  ram  market. 
The  first  ram  was  bonght  by  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Thormanbj.for 
£10  10s. ;  No.  2,  Mr.  Isaac,  of  Grainsby,  £22 ;  No.  3.  £20 ; 
Mr.  Stephenson,  of  Walmsgate;  No.  6,  £16  lOs,  Mr.  Mem- 
kin  ;  No.  6,  Mr.  J.  Coatsworth,  £16.  Mr.  Sowerby,  of  With- 
call,  purchased  nine  choice  rams,  and  the  whole  vss  sold  it  u 
average  of  £10  lOs.  each.  Previous  to  the  ssle  a  samptoon 
luncheon  was  well  served  in  a  marquee  erected  on  the  lavit  in 
front  of  the  old  hall. 

THE  BBAUMONTCOTE  RAMS.— TSie  remtining  ya- 
tion  of  this  flock  of  lincolnshire  rams  was  offered  for  ale  in 
the  sheep  market  paddock,  where  there  wsa  s  tole- 
rably large  attendance  of  farmers  and  others  intereited  ia  the 
breeding  of  longwoolled  sheep.  Mr.  Calthrop  vu  the  ik- 
tioneer.  The  principal  purchasers  were  Mr.  John  Bnolkj, 
Barrow-on-Hnmber ;  Mr.  Furlow  Sergeant,  Goxhill ;  Mr.  Jos. 
Burkill,  Northlands  House,  Winterton ;  Mr.  Samuel  RobuwB, 
cattie  salesman,  Barrow ;  John  Ferriby,  Esq.,  Wootton  Hill, 
Ulceby;  Mr.  Jos.  Sergeant,  Thornton  Curtis;  Mr.  Frtdk. 
Coopland,  Walcott ;  Mr.  Sergeant,  Barrow ;  Robert  Tijlsr, 
Esq.,  Barton  New  Hall;  and  Thomas  BenneU, Esq., Subj 
Villa.  The  average  price  realised  was  £7  lOs.  per  head.  Mr. 
Hesseltine,  we  un&rstand,  realised  a  larger  average  atCaistor 
fair. 

MR.  J.  J.  CLARK'S  RAMS.— Mr.  J.  J.  CUrk,  of 
Welton-le-Wold,  penned  26  shearling  rams,  which  were  sold 
by  Messrs.  Bnggs,  and  realisusd  £269,  the  wm^ 
being  about  £10  7s.,  exclusive  of  commission,  \iwf 
£1  a-head  more  than  anything  in  thb  fair.  Wc  heir 
that  at  Caistor,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Clark  was  alio  ai 
the  top  of  the  tree.  The  following  is  a  list :  Mr.  Dawber,  £7 
6s. ;  Mr.  Garniss,  £7  10s.;  Mr.  Bingham,  £11;  ditto,  £11; 
Mr.  Hart,  £26;  Mr.  Garnisn,  £10;  Mr.  Pescock,  £12; 
ditto,  £16 ;  Mr.  OUver,  £11 ;  Mr.  Caswell,  £12 ;  Mr.  iiet- 
son,  £8;  Mr.  Harrison.  £11 ;  Mr.  Sowerby,  £9;  Mr.Ifev- 
Bon,  £9;  Mr.  Young,  £11  10s.;  Mr.  Harriwo,  £10  lOi.; 
Mr.  Dixon,  £7  6s, ;  Mr.  Fieldscnd.  £7 ;  Mr.  Carratt,  £S ;  Mr. 
Fieldsend,  £4;  Mr.  Rannard,  £12;  Mr.  Sowerby,  £S  lOi.; 
Mr.  Fowler,  £10;  Mr.  Bowman,  £8  10s.;  Mr.  Bagley,^; 
Mr.  Ashton,  £6. 

THE  SCOTHORNE  RAMS.— Two  rams  bdoaging  to 
Mr.  A.  Garnt  (part;  of  the  celebrated  flock  of  the  late  3tr. 
Battersby)  were  sold  at  £6  10s.  and  £6  6s.  respectiTely. 

Messrs.  Tateson  and  Richardson  had  a  large  nomber  oi 
stock  on  offer.  Three  rams  from  the  flock  of  llr.  Cropper,  tf 
Minting,  were  sold  for  £7  10s.,  £6  68.,  and  £8  6s.  respecawtr. 

THE  REDHALL  FLOCK.— This  noted  flock,  ihe  propertj 
of  Mr.  R.  Toynbee,  included  the  animals  which  took  priwj  t 
the  shows  at  Idnooln  in  1869,  and  at  Sleaford  this  year.  T» 
following  were  the  prices  made :  Ram,  Mr.  E.  Darr,  £16 1^ ' 
ram,  ditto,  £14  14s. ;  three  gimmers,  Rev.  T.  CGradj,  Dcr- 
byshire,  £6 ;  four  ditto,  Mr.  Irving,  Doncaater,  £5 10*. ;  thrfe 
ditto,  ditto,  £6  6s. ;  four  ewes,  Mr.  Frudd,  Dorrington.  £*  1/t 
6d. ;  four  ditto,  Mr.  Irving,  £3 10s. ;  four  ditto,  ditto,  £3  ,i. 
6d.;  four  ditto,  ditto,  £3  17s.  6d.;  four  diUo,  Mr.MD«a, 
£3  7s.  6d. ;  four  ditto,  Mr.  Marshall,  £3  2s.  6d. ;  fourditto.  Mr. 
Hardy,  £3  28.  6d. ;  four  ditto.  Mr.  Ckrke,  £2  18s. :  hi  pa- 
mers.  Rev.  T.  O'Grady,  £6  68. ;  six  ditto,  ditto,  iiS  Ss. ;  a 
ditto,  Mr.  Irving,  £3  4s.  per  head.  The  eighteen  Mmis 
from  the  same  flock  sold  at  from  30s.  to  368.  per  head. 

THE  POTTERHANWORTH  FLOCK.— Foor  ginstfrs, 
Mr.  Rippon,  £2  ISs. ;  flve  ditto,  Mr.  Surflect,  £2  198.;  &» 
ditto,  Mr.  Johnson,  £3 ;  flve  ditto,  Mr.  Surfleet,  13 19i. ; ;« 
ditto,  ditto,  £3;  five  ditto,  Mr.  Rippon,  £2 19s.;  five  it»i 
ditto,  £2 17s. ;  five  ditto,  ditto,  £2  18s. ;  eight  ditto,  ditto,  *- 
lOs. ;  eight  ditto,  ditto,  £2  14s. ;  eight  ditto,  ditto,  £2  U; 
eight  ditto,  ditto,  £2  128. ;  eight  ditto,  ditto.  £2  lli. «. 

Is. ;  ten  ( 

6d.;  ten  i , . ,  -„ .     ^       _ 

THE  MARTIN  RAMS.— Twenty-three  ^»^V^^ 
announced  as  the  last  sale  in  Lincoln,  Mr.  Gilliatt  taTO? 
taken  a  farm  in  Yorkshire.  The  aversge  of  the.fl<w«  J" 
£10  188.  8d.    The  following  were  the  prices  obtained:  .Mr. 
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KelsoD,  £7;  Mr.  Holder,  £11;  Mr.  ConiDgton,  £8;  Mr. 
Melbonine,  £6  10s. ;  Mr.  Gnibb,  £7  10s. ;  Mr.  Petch,  £11 ; 
Mr.  Wilder,  £21;  Mr.  Topham,  £12 ;  Mr.  Holder,  £14  10s.; 
Mr.  Hornl^,  £12;  Mr.  P.  Brown,  £20;  Mr.  CoapUnd, 
£9  10s.;  Mr.  Holder,  £12;  Mr.  Stephenson,  £11  10s.; 
Mr.  Stainton,  £16 ;  Mr.  Preston,  £9  10s. ;  Mr.  Melbourne, 
£10;  Mr.  Snow,  £7;  Mr.  Coppin,  £6  10s.;  Mr.  Nelson, 
£7;  Mr.  Holder,  £7  lOs.  Three-shears :  Mr.  Holder,  £7 
10b.;  Mr.  Clarke,  £20. 

THE  NETTLEHAM  RAMS.— From  this  flock,  which  bfr. 
longi  to  Mr.  Wm.  Bndgard,  of  Nettldiam,  16  were  sold  for 
£81  ISs.,  being  an  average  of  £6  9s.  {ler  head.  The  prices 
vere  as  follows :  Mrs.  Jackson,  Heighinsiton,  £6  6s. ;  Mr. 
Godfrej,  Fillingham,  £6  16s. ;  Mr.  Ashton,  Waddington, 
£S  IDs.;  Mr.  Alcock,  Nottinsbam,  £4  16s. ;  ditto,  £4  6s. ; 
Mr.  Bamtt,  £4  10s. ;  Mr.  Uajward,  Waddington,  £6 ;  Mr. 
Viekers,  Netdeham,  £4  6s. ;  Mr.  Barratt,  £4  16s. ;  Mr. 
Snratt,  Owersby,  £4  lOs. ;  Mr.  Cottingham,  Snarford,  £6  6s. ; 
Mr.  Cartwright,  TattershaU,  £6  ;  Mr.  HoweU,  £4  lOs.  Two- 
ihears;  Mr.  Tonng,  Claxby,  £7  6s.;  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  SaxUby, 

n  68. 

Ms.  MAY'S  SHBOPSHIRE  RAMS.— After  an  interral 
of  two  years  Mr.  G.  A.  May  again  determined  to 
hold  his  annual  ram  sale  at  home;  and  a  very  business- 
like company  responded  to  his  invitation  to  attend  at 
£iford  Park,  near  Tamworth.  The  rams  were  of  great  size, 
carried  heavy  fleeces,  and,  although  not  exactly  adapted  for 
nun  breeding  purposes,  were  remarkabW  well  suited  for  im> 
proviog  the  stamina  of  a  black-Caoed  flock,  or  for  crossing. 
One  ram  was  let  to  Mr.  Madan  at  7  guineas,  and  one  sold  to 
Mr.  W.  Baker  at  SO  guineas ;  others  makins  14, 12, 11,  and 
10,  down  to  6^  guineas.  The  whole  were  oisposed  of  at  an 
average  of  £8  6s.  The  neiehbourhood  of  Tamworth  and 
licblield  has  suffered  especially  from  the  dry  weather,  and, 
conseqaently,  few  local  men  were  buyers  of  store  ewes,  several 
^ad  Dens  being  taken  bv  local  butchers,  and  twenty-five  pur- 
chaaed  for  an  Irish  nobleman.  The  average  reuised  was 
ilightly  over  60s.  The  principal  purchasers  were  Sir  A. 
Walah,  Messrs.  Baker,  Bradbume,  Coxon,  Eanx,  Capell  (Kots), 
Yonng  (Mansfield),  Harris,  Bennett,  Roberts,  Kendall,  Wood, 
^'Vg'f  Singleton,  Hopkins,  Sale,  Earp,  Qlover,  Hodgson,  and 
Oldacre.  Messrs.  Lythall  and  Clarke,  of  Birmingham,  con- 
docted  the  sale. 

T9£  BINGLEY  HALL  SALE.— An  extensive  salo  of 
Shropshire  rams  and  ewes,  consisting  of  about  140  rams  and 
500  ewes  and  lambs,  consigned  from  various  noted  flochmasters 
Iq  the  midlands,  was  held  in  Binriey  Hall,  Birmingham.  A 
£ur  demand  was  obtained  for  botn  rams  and  ewes,  but  prices 
vere  under  those  of  former  years.  Mr.  £.  Lytball*s  lot  of 
£fteeo  made  from  8  to  13  guineas  each,  the  average  being 
oTer  £10.  The  £arl  of  Warwick  took  the  best  shearling  at 
the  higher  figure.  Mr.  Tates*s  sixteen  made  from  6|  to  10 
goioeu,  Mr.  rfock*s  6|  to  10  nineas,  and  Lord  Willonghby 
de  Broke's  6  guineas  each.  Mrs.  Beach's  lot  included  the 
^t  prize  aged  and  shearling  rams  at  Wellington,  Wigan,  and 
Kidderminster,  which  were  let  for  the  season  at  20  and  19 
goineas  respectively  to  Messrs.  Canning  and  Tolfree ;  others 
«ellu>g  at  21,  16,  and  12  ffuineas.  Lord  Sudeley's  No.  1  was 
bonght  for  the  Marauis  of  Exeter  at  10  guineas,  and  another 
07  Colonel  IHott,  M.P.,  at  the  same  figure ;  the  average  being 
nearly  £S.  Mr.  Sheldon  made  slightly  less  for  a  lot  of  seven. 
Mr.  C.  Stubbs  sent  a  few  sheep,  one  of  ^hich  was  bought  by 
Uie  Earl  of  Aylesford  at  24  guineas,  a  second  by  Sir  John 
WhitwoTth,  Bart.,  at  16  guineas,  and  a  third  by  Mr.  Thomp- 
^n  at  12  guineas.  Mr.  Tidy  made  16  guineas  for  a  two- 
^hear,  but  the  other  lots  do  not  call  for  special  remark.  Mr. 
^ce's  Oxford  Down  rams  made  about  £8  each,  two  or  three 
being  unsold.  The  ewes  met  a  better  trade  than  at  the  August 
^le,  the  recent  rains  having  improved  the  appearance  of  the 
tornins.  The  600  averagedi  over  60s.  each,  the  highest  prices 
paid  being  SOs.  for  two  pens  of  Mrs.  Beach's,  81s.  for  a  pen  of 
Mr.  'Kdy's,  708.  for  a  pen  of  Mr.  Lort's,  and  76s.  and  7&.  for 
Jwws.  The  principal  buyers  of  ewes  were  Sir  J.  Allan 
Walsh,  Bart.,  Mr.  E.  Greaves,  M.P.,  Captain  Hatherall,  Mr. 
Mte  (Flint),  Messrs.  Solomon  Ashton,  Lort,  Sidwell,  Horton, 
tlavkes,  Lane,  Mason,  Hood,  Wrisht,  Dodds.  Pearman,  Ben- 
^t,  and  Woodbridge.  Fifty  Iambs,  from  Sir  G.  Jenkinson. 
Mrt,  M.P.,  avenged  26s.  6d.  each.  Messrs.  Lythall  and 
^^ka  wen  the  auctioneen  engaged. 


SALE  OP  SHROPSHIRE  SHEEP  AT  BBXDGNORTfl. 
—An  extensive  sale  of  sheen  took  place  at  Messrs.  Nock  and 
Wilson's  Auction  Mart,  Bridgenorth,  when  about  660  ewes 
and  about  100  rams  were  sold.  Among  others,  purchases  for 
Lord  BQvne,  Lord  Forester,  the  1^1  of  Dartmouth,  were 
made.  The  following  are  some  of  the  names  of  the  breeden 
of  Shropshire,  together  with  numben  of  sheep  sent,  and  the 
average  amount  made:  Mrs.  Wadlow,  30  rams,  averaging 
from  £6  16s.  6d.  to  11  guineas ;  Mr.  Wadlow,  of  Acton 
Round,  five  Rams,  averaging  £6  168.  6d. ;  Mr.  Pitt,  of  Posen- 
hall,  16  rams,  from  £6  9s.  to  8  guineas ;  Mr.  T.  Instone,  14 
rams,  from  £6  to  17  guineas,  making  one  of  the  best  avenges 
of  the  sevon ;  Mr.  Thomas  Thursfield,  seven  rams,  from  6 
guineas  to  6  guineas ;  Mr.  Wadlow's  ewes  fetched  an  average 

grice  of  from  46s.  to  66s.  each  ;  Mr.  Instone's  averaged  66s. 
d.;  Mr.  Massey's,  from  46s.  to  60s.;  Mr.  T.  Thunfiehi's, 
from  42s.  to  46s. ;  Mr.  Pitf  s,  from  63s.  to  66s.  Strong  store 
nigs  went  at  from  61s.  to  84e. ;  cows  and  calves,  £14  to  £16 
2s.  6d. ;  barrens,  from  £9  to  £13  10s. ;  fat  heifen,  from  £16 
to  £17. 

THE  NORMANTON  HILL  RAMS.— The  annual  letting 
of  these  rams  took  place  at  the  residence  of  the  owner,  Mr. 
C.  W.  Minta,  at  Normanton  Hill.  Mr.  Spreckley,  of  Gran- 
tham, was  the  auctioneer.  There  was  a  large  company  of 
farmen  and  sheep-breeden.  Considering  the  scarcity  of  grass* 
keeping,  the  animals  were  brought  out  in  very  good  conmtion, 
and  64  nms  were  disposed  of,  making  an  avenge  of  7  guineas, 
the  highest  price,  £l6,  going  to  Mr.  Thomas  Garner ;  the 
next,  £13  16s.,  to  Mr.  F.  Vincent,  of  Barrowby. 

SALE  OF  CHEVIOT  RAMS  AT  BEATTOCK.— At  the 
biennial  sale  of  rems  at  Beattock  bred  by  Mr.  Carruthen, 
Kirkhill,  and  Mr.  Johnstone,  Capplegill,  a  large  attendance 
around  tiie  ring.  There  was  dinner  at  the  Beattock  Hotel. 
About  seventy  gentlemen  sat  down,  and  were  presided  over  by 
Mr.  Stewart,  MUtongill,  Mr.  Denham,  Beattock,  being 
croupier.  The  sale  commenced  at  two  o'clock,  Mr.  Jamea 
Russell  officiating  as  auctioneer.  The  stock  of  both  breeden 
were  in  good  condition.  From  the  low  price  of  wool,  and 
deficiency  of  lambs,  this  season  is  not  a  very  prosperous  one 
for  flockmasten,  and  the  high  prices  of  former  sales  were  not 
anticipated ;  but,  nevertheless,  prime  animals  brought  ex- 
tremely high  prices,  but  ordinary  rams  exceeded  the  value  for 
butcher's  purposes.  The  sale  commenced  with  Mr.  Carru- 
ther's  lot  about  two  o'clock.  Three  three-year-old  rams  sold 
at  £4  16s.  to  £26,  to  Mr.  Paterson,  Howdeuch,  and  £10,  the 
averue  £13  68.  At  the  previous  sale  the  avenffe  of  six  nms 
was  £6  6s.  Thirteen  two-year-olds  sold  from  £3  lOs.  to  £28 
—the  hitter  bought  by  Mr.  Hyslop,  Clearins,  and  Mr.  Dalg- 
leish,  Rennalburn,  bought  the  last  of  the  lot,  Bismarck,  at 
£20.  The  avenge  was  £8  2s. ;  in  1868  the  avenge  was  £5 
19s.  6d.  Forty-six  one-year-old  nms  were  sold  at  prices  from 
£1  lOs.  to  £12.  Two  rams  bringing  the  latter  ngura  were 
boufffat  by  Mr.  Johnstone,  Arehbsink,  and  Mr.  Grierson,  Mor- 
ton Mains.  The  average  was  £4  6s.  6d.  The  total  prooeeds 
of  62  hunbe  is  £341  18s.,  and  the  avenge  £6  13s.  6d.,  or  18s. 
6d.  higher  than  in  1868. 

THE  CAPPLEGILL  RAMS.— This  sale  proceeded  im- 
mediately the  last  of  Mr.  Carruther's  rams  disappeared  from 
the  ring,  and  commenced  with  a  five-year-old  sheep,  which 
brought  £4  10s.  Nine  four-year-old  rams  were  sold  at  prices 
from  £2  6s.  to  £9  10s.,  the  average  of  the  lot  being  £4  lOs.  9d. 
Ninety-three  rams,  of  three  yean  old,  were  sold  at  figures 
from  £2  to  £11,  the  latter  a  ram  bred  by  Mr.  Birdon,  and 
bought  by  his  son,  Mr.  James  Brydon,  jnn.,  Dairy.  The 
average  of  the  lot  was  £4  16s.  6d.  At  the  previous  sale 
twen^-one  rams  avenged  £4 16s.  8d.  There  were  thirty-two 
nms,  two  vean  old,  sdd ;  prices  ranged  from  £2  2s.  to  £39, 
the  latter  figure  being  obtuned  for  a  splendid  ram  bought  by 
Mr.  Archd.  Johnson,  Ajrchbank.  The  avenge  was  £6  4s.  4d. ; 
the  avenge  for  twenty-nine,  in  1868,  was  £6  8s.  6d.  There 
were  thirty-six  one-year-old  rems  sold,  at  prices  from  £1 16s. 
to  £17,  thepurehaser  of  the  Utter  being  Mr.  Biydon,  Kinnil- 
head;  Mr.  Johnston,  Kingledoors,  bongnt  one  at  £11.  The 
average  was  £4  Is.;  in  1868,  the  average  of  thirty-nine  waa 
£4 198.  The  total  proceeds  of  clipped  rams  was  £461  8s.  6d., 
and  the  general  average  £4 12s.  The  sale  concluded  at  half-past 
6,  and  prices  were,  on  the  whole,  oonndered  good,  the  amount 
of  both  sales  being  £803  3b.  6d. 
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LOBJ)  FALMOUTH'S  ANNUAL  SALE  OF  CATTLE. 
—The  aniraBl  Sile  of  pore-bred  North  Deron  cattle  and 
Shropshire  Down  sheep  took  place  at  Tnwonnal  hna,  in  the 
parisn  of  Lamorran,  by  Hnssey  and  Son,  the  anctioneers,  of 
lizeter.  Ewes  averaged  468.  each»  Iambs  258.  to  278.  eaich, 
hogg  rams  (two  very  good)  fetched  £6  lOs.  and  £6  Ss.  6d. 
respectively,  cow  with  calf  £16,  cow  in  calf  £15,  two-year-old 
heiier  £10  ITs.,  two-vear-old  steer  £8  12$.  6d.,  yearling  £6 
6s.,  a  boar  pig  not  twelre  months  old  £7,  a  sow  in  fiirrow  £6. 
Five  buUs,  some  of  which  were  only  ten  months  cid,  brought 
£20  each,  and  one  £25. 

THE  ELMHAM  HALL  STOCK  SALE.— The  exceUenee 
of  the  Elaaham  Southdown  and  Norfolk  red-polled  cattle  at- 
tracted a  laTj^  gathering  at  I/>rd  Sondes*  fifth  annnal 
sale  and  letiug.  The  stock  offered  for  sale  comprised 
400  Southdown  sheep,  17  blood  red  polled  Norfolk  heifers, 
and  three  bulla ;  and  twenty-fiYC  Southaown  rams  were  to  be 
lei.  An  upset  price  was  placed  against  each  of  the  nms, 
and  those  only  wore  brought  into  the  ring  that  were  called  for 
by  any  customer  who  was  prepared  to  give  the  price.  Fifty 
shearling  ewes  were  nut  up  in  lots  of  five  each,  which  were 
disposed  of  at  firom  £%  6s.  to  £3 19s.,  produeing  an  aTenge  of 
£2 19s.  per  head.  Sixty  more  shearlings,  in  lots  of  ten,  made 
an  average  of  £2  6e.  6d. ;  sixty  stock  ewes,  £2  6i.  4d. ;  ninety 
ewe-limM,  298. 6d. ;  and  one  hundred  and  forty  wether-hunb^ 
268.  6d.  The  rams  for  lettinjr  indnded  the  three-»hear  ram, 
winner  of  the  first  prize  and  silver  cup  aft  the  Harieston  show, 
and  highly  commended  at  Oxford,  which  was  secured  for 
26  nineas  for  Sir  W.  Throckmorton,  one  of  Lord  Sondes* 
rivius  in  Southdown  breeding.  Another  animal,  the  first-prize 
shearling  ram  at  Harieston,  was  knocked  down  to  Mr.  J.  J. 
Colman's  agent  for  24  guineas.  Mr.  Clarke,  of  Southacre, 
secured  a  two-shear  for  16  guineas ;  and  a  shearling  and  a 
three-shear  were  hired  for  the  Prince  of  Wales  at  12  guineas 
each.  The  remainder  of  the  rams  were  not  called  into  the 
ring.  The  Norfolk  polled  cattle  comprised  15  heifon,  many 
of  which  were  bought  by  Sir  A.  Maodcmald,  the  priees  varying 
from  12  to  26  guineas.  There  were  only  three  duIU,  one  of 
which,  a  two-year-old,  the  first  piize-winner  at  Attleboro* 
and  Harieston,  brought  26  guineas ;  the  other  young  animals 
only  9  and  4  guineas  each  respectively. 

HKMFTON  OKEEN  FAIE.— There  was  a  large  and  ex- 
cellent  show  of  rams,  whose  quality  was  quite  an  average ; 
and,  oontruy  to  expectation,  they  realised  better  prices  t£ui 
those  obtained  for  the  last  few  years.  Among  the  rama 
oifond  for  sale  were  a  bt  of  forty  Cotswolds  (rom  the  Mar- 
ham  HaU  Farm.  They  realised  an  averaoe  of  £10  10s.  lid., 
the  best,  commanding  the  sum  of  £16  10s.  A  bt  of  thirty 
shearling  kmg-wool  rams,  bred  fitom  the  West  Dereham  flool^ 
the  property  of  Mr.  Thornton,  avenged  £9  la.  2d.,  the  high- 
est price  being  £14  15s.  An  important  feature  in  the  busi- 
ness  of  the  day  was  the  sale  by  Mr.  Bobert  Ayhner,  who  is 
declining  ram-breeding,  of  the  Wsstaere  flock.  This  flock, 
which  had  descended  from  blood  obtained  from  Messrs.  Lane. 
Game,  and  Hugh  Ayhner,  consisted  of  seventy  bng-woolled 
shearling  rams  and  two  hundred  bng-woolied  ewea.  The  sale 
was  conducted  by  Messrs.  Salter  and  Simpson.  The  rams 
avenged  £8  4s.  6d.,  the  highest  bid  being  £14  10s.,  and  the 
ewea  averaged  £3  12s.  A  lot  of  fifty  kmg-wooUed  sheariing 
nms,  the  property  of  Mr.  P.  J.  Sharman,  avenged  £7  2s., 
and  the  highest  bid  was  £11  5s.  The  next  sale  was  that  ot 
thirtv4hree  Cotawold  rams,  the  property  of  Mr.  John  Aylmer, 
which  avevsged  £7  lis.  lOd.  Twelve  Lincoln  and  hafr4)red 
sheep,  the  property  of  Mr.  BnUer,  avenged  about  £4 ;  twelve 
Oxford  Downs  (part  lambs  and  part  shearlings),  the  property 
of  Mr.  Applegat^  avenoed  £5  Is.  lOd. ;  and  eight  Oxfoid 
Downs  and  a  number  of  Down  ewee  avenged  for  the  former 
£6  11a.  6d.  (the  property  of  Mr.  T.  Case). 

THB  CAISTOB  SALE  OF  SHOETHOBNS.— At  this  sale 
the  stock,  havinj^  suffered  from  the  dry  summer,  appeared  to  dis- 
advantage. This,  coupled  with  a  bad  hay  crop  and  little  pro- 
spect  of  vdnter  keep,  resulted  in  bw  prices.  Nearly  every 
cow  and  heifer  had  a  calf  at  foot,  and  were  only  m  milk. 
They  went  from  16gs.  to  SOgs.  each,  but  several  of  the  calves 

a  white  buU  (Pwadox  7th)  S6gB.  There  was  a  very  large 
company ;  but  the  competition  was  very  bngnid,,  and  tKe 
r  '  ^th  an  avenge  of  £2011s,  for  cowi, 


SALE  OF  ME.  HABBIS'  aEOBTH0BNS.*Tbe  eatiis 
held  of  Shoithonis,  of  Mr.  Thomaa  Harris,  of  Stoaey  Luk, 
Bromsgrove,  has  just  been  disposed  ot  Mr.  Hum  hi 
acQuired  a  well-eanmd  reputation  as  a  first-dan  sgricaltonit, 
ana  has  frequenth  been  selected  to  act  as  judge  at  tbe 
principal  shows  in  Kngland.  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  Ahhouh 
not  prejudiced  in  tkvour  of  either  Bates  or  fiooth  blood,  fee 
could  appreciate  a  good  animal  of  either  strain ;  the  beit  evi- 
dence of  his  sound  judgment  being  found  in  the  fsd  thit 
amongst  the  entire  herd  there  was  not  an  inferior-attde 
animal  Sir  Qeorga  Jeakinsoa.  Bart.,  M.  F.,  presided  st  the 
luncheon  over  a  company  of  900.  The  eompaay  thn  ad- 
journed to  the  sale  nag,  where  Mr.  Lythall,  of  the  finof 
Lythall  and  Clarke, conducted  the  bniness.  The45eowiuid 
heifonover  12  moathaold  averaged  Sy .  4s.  6d. ;  the  bnlb 
over  that  age  29A  Ss. ;  and  the  if  young  eahes,  some  oalji 
dayortwoQld,21/.0s.9d.:  the  total  bebr  1,786/.  lli.  fid. 
The  principal  lots  were  Favourite,  61  gs.  (Earl  Beaadunp) ; 
Eleanor,  41  gs.  (Mr.  Bewbotham)  ;  Batterwort,  priie  heii^ 
at  Coventry,  66  gs.  (Sir  G.  Jciikmsen) ;  Gertrude,  the  csn- 
panion  heifer,  46  gs.  (Hon.  Mr.  Vernon) ;  Lady  WiOmm, 
41  gs.  (Sir  G.  Jenkinson)  ;  Lavinia,  40  n.  (Esrl  Beaneha^)); 


years,  42  gs. 


L  (Mr.1 
(Mr.Z. 


.  VMr.  F.  l^tiufi) ;  Lady  Sinh,  tvo 
.  Price,  M.P.)  :  Lsdy  Blissbeth,  two 
yean,  41  gs.  (Mr.  Z.  Walker) ;  I^dy  Blandie,  9  mootb.  SO 
gs.  (Earl  Beanchamp)  ;  Satellite,  bull-calf,  seven  nontitt,  30 
gs.  (Mr.  Webb) ;  H^s*^  buU-ealf,  three  months,  22  g».  (Mr. 
Jerrard) ;  Habnab,  one  day  old,  13  ga.  (Bad  BesBduuap] 
The  sale  vras  over  in  exactly  three  h«»rs,  the  Inddiapbug 
regulated  by  the  ^ass. 


A  GOOD  FBICE^Mr.F.Leney  has  just  sold  his  Shoft. 
horn  bun-cali;  Duke  of  Geneva,  to  Sir  C.  Lam^soo,  thnari 
the  agency  of  Mr.  StrafiMd,  for  700  nineas.  8rud  Dste 
of  Geneva,  a  roan,  calved  on  January  90th,  1870,  ii  bv  Gnid 
Duke  16th  (21862),  out  of  Dneheas  GcMva  Srd,  bj  lord 
Oxford  (22200).  At  the  sale  of  the  American  Shoithflnsit 
Windsor  Dodiess  of  Geneva  was  knocked  down  to  Mr.  Iff! 
for  700  {[uineaa,  as  he  also  purahased  two  othcn  of  the  is- 
ported  hofan  at  long  prices    at  least  in  those  days. 

DEATHS  OF  PBIZE  SHOBTHOBNS.-Mr.  BooA« 
famous  bull,  Commander-in-Chief  (21451),  £ed  from  loflia- 
mation  of  tbe  intestines ;  and  Lady  Pigotfs  price  cow,  Qua 
of  Bosalea,  from  a  brokni  blood"Veessl,  on  retaniagfiw  tk 
Northumberhmd  show.  The  Queen,  as  our  npoiti  have  eoa- 
tinned  to  record,  has  had  a  vwy  hard  season  of  it>  sad  peihifi 
no  animal  w»  ever  exhAited  so  often. 


PBOFESSOB  GAMGEE  AND  HIS  MEAT-FB£SXRT- 
ING  PBOCESS.— Touching  the  sn^ject  of  meat  presnTiif 
other  shipments  of  meat  preserved  under  Profioisor  Oans** 
process  have  been  inspected  in  Melbourne  dnriag  the  ps< 
month.   Irenetthat  lean  report  no  better  of  thsMt^ 
the  one  of  wnich  I  gave  you  an  aooount  in  a  former  Ma- 
Some  cases,  per  Cnuader,  consigned  by  the  Ageat-Geaew 
of  Victoria  to  our  Chief  Secretary,  were  opened  reee&t:/ 
at   the   Custom-house  in   the   presenoe  of  Bsveial  >«** 
ben  of  the  Litercolonial  Conference,  and  of  many  othen  »)« 
or  less  interested  in  the  sul^ect.    The  shipaient,  coai^og^ 
two  cases*  a  cask,  and  an  iron  cylinder,  i^peared  to  be  ■» 
securely  packed,  and  the  admission  of  air  to  the  cootctf| 
seemed  to  be  impossible.    On  the  opening  of  ^  inn  ^^ 
<*the  gas  bunt  out  with  a  hiss.*'^  as  one  of  the  ny«» 
correctly  described  it,  and  the  assembled  noses  had  set  loog^ 
wait  for  information  as  to  the  condition  of  the  cootssti.  so 
with  the  other  cases.    When  the  mutton  wu  I><»«^,^^ 
stench  was  scarcely  endunble.    The  pork,  sithooga  loonf 
better  to  the  ey^  was  no  better  on  further  trial   Theieviiii| 
beef  at  aU.    The  whole  of  the  meat,  with  the  tsUovsacwoav 
to  5271b.  ureight,  waa  at  once  sold  to Bavldoa  oAQt^ 
thetaUow-mi3[er^atId.alb.    Asecondiiifpeetioaofaac^ 
shipment,  per  Turkish  Empire,  to  Mews.  J.  White  ssd  tf> 
waa  made  a  few  days  back  at  the  S|peaOBr.street  Bsi^nj^ 
Two  cases  were  opened,  one  containing  about  60tb.  ^^'f^ 
mutton  in  shooldoa^  Imb,  and  saddles,  and  the  other  ">  OT 
sheep  packed  in  oat  hosks.    The  meat  was  q»^  j^!^ 
human  food,  and  waa  sold  for  boiliBs-dowupviiaiei  ■  "•  r 
lh,^Mel6o»me  CorretpoMdmii  qf  lie  Tmtt. 
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CALENDAR    OF    AGRICULTURE. 


This  moDtk  is  the  general  season  of  sowing  wheat  on 
day  fallows,  ploughed  with  one  farrow,  on  leys  with  a 
single  ploughing,  and  on  the  clover  hrush  of  a  four  years' 
course.  The  grass  surfaces  should  be  ploughed  early  and 
soirn  ia  the  latter  part  of  the  month  in  order  to  expose 
tiie  land  to  the  action  of  change  for  the  purpose  of  pul- 
Tenzation.  Sow  by  hand  the  seed  at  the  rate  of  two  to 
three  bnshels  to  an  acre,  and  corer  with  three  single 
tiaes  of  harrowing ;  draw  the  water-furrows  withoat  de- 
lay on  wet  soils,  with  the  common  or  donble  monld-board 
plough,  and  miJce  spade-cnts  into  the  side  ditches  from 
the  inside  and  ends  of  the  headlands.  Water  furrowing 
will  be  very  much  superseded  by  the  thorough  draining 
of  clay  lands. 

Sow  wheats  by  the  drill  machine  on  all  fine  dry  soils 
that  do  not  require  furrowing  or  draining.  The  seeds 
are  steeped  in  any  corrosive  liquid,  as  staJe  unne,  solu- 
tions of  vitriol  and  copperas,  or  even  in  salted  waters  ; 
the  light  grains  are  skimmed  off,  and  the  wheat  is  en- 
cnisted  with  a  mixture  of  hot  lime  and  dried  for  the 
band  and  the  drill.  Shut  up  the  sown  fields  for  the 
winter  by  making  secure  the  gates  and  the  fences.  Sow 
wbfrit  on  the  lands  that  are  suitable.  Prepare  by  fallow- 
m  the  green  crop  lands  of  next  year  to  be  planted  with 
the  early  plants,  as  potatoes  and  mangold  wurzel.  One 
earth  of  the  course,  in  a  cross-ploughing,  harrowing,  and 
rolling,  and  another  furrow  to  lay  the  soil  open  against 
ileecking  and  to  receive  and  retain  the  winter's  moisture, 
will  mneh  forward  the  fallowing  process  in  the  spring, 
with  the  advantage  of  less  exposure  of  the  land  to  th« 
eraporation  of  moisture,  a  large  benefit  in  the  early  and 
arid  climates,  in  which  alone  the  autumn  fallowing  of 
lands  can  be  performed. 

Raiae  the  crops  of  potatoes  from  the  ground  in  dry 
weather,  and  place  the  tubers  in  a  longitudinal  heap  of 
six  feet  in  width  and  four  feet  in  height  on  a  dry  site, 
and  eorer  the  ridged  sides  with  looee  straw  beneath  a 
Btratam  of  drawn  thatch,  in  thickness  according  to  the 
8e?ehty  of  the  elimate  in  rains  and  dry  colds.  Grassy 
torf  is  a  good  covering,  but  is  not  very  convenient,  and 
a  thiek  covering  of  earth  very  much  encourages  the 
sweating  and  sprouting  of  the  tubers.  A  dry  coolness  is 
the  best  preservative  of  potatoes,  obtained  by  a  covering 
of  straw  in  thatch,  and  when  a  severe  snow  and  frost 
oceors  the  heaps  are  well  protected  by  a  loose  covering 
of  strawy  dung  from  the  stable  door,  as  it  is  dry  and 
light,  and  little  affected  by  frost.  The  tubers  are  best 
dug  from  the  ground  by  hand-fork  of  three  prongs,  which 
penetrate  the  ground  into  the  openings  for  the  percola- 
tion of  air  and  moisture,  which  forms  a  large  part  of  the 
sdvaatage  of  digging  groxmd  over  ploughing.  On  the 
other  h^d,  the  raising  of  the  potatoes  by  the  plongh 
sledges  the  under  soil  by  the  soleplate  of  the  implement, 
dosing  instead  of  opening  the  orifices  of  percolation. 
Hand-digging  is  also  most  convenient  for  the  removal  of 
any  weeds  and  stones,  which  can  be  gathered  by  hand 
separately,  and  also  of  the  haulm  to  the  cattle  yards  for 
the  bottom  litter,  and  being  indestructible  wiU  be  ad- 
▼antageously  chopped  or  cut  into  short  lengths.  A  per- 
asnent  site  of  potato  heaps  may  be  formed  with  gravels 
or  dry  earths,  raised  a  little  above  the  level  ground,  and 
a  permanent  roof  made  of  flakes  or  hurdles,  that  are  lined 
wJJh  straw  and  twine,  and  divided  into  convenient  pieces 
to  be  removed  and  replaced  in  the  yearly  requirement. 
^^J  thickness  of  loose  straw  may  be  placed  betwixt  the 


potatoes  and  the  thatched  roof  to  protect  against  severity 
of  cold. 

Mangold  wurzel,  carrots,  and  parsnips  are  secured  in 
the  same  way,  the  outsides  of  the  heap  being  built  with 
root  end  of  the  plant  placed  outwards,  and  the  inside  in 
a  promiscuous  position,  to  afford  many  openings  for  the 
transmission  of  air.  The  loots  being  juicy  and  succnlent, 
require  small  heaps  in  position.  The  hand-sickle  cuts  tht 
roots  and  fibres  from  the  bulb,  and  also  the  tops  close 
from  the  crown,  which  are  given  to  cattle  in  the  yards 
or  in  the  grass-fields,  moderately  at  first,  to  prevent  bor- 
ing of  the  animals. 

The  animals  of  the  farm  will  be  arranged  by  the  end 
of  this  month  for  the  winter's  accommodation,  cattle  in 
houses  and  yards,  sheep  in  the  fields,  swine  in  a  store- 
yard  and  fattening  sties,  poultry  in  a  large  yard  and  in 
separate  houses  for  each  class  of  animals,  and  the  milch 
cows  in  a  house  and  yard  that  are  permanent  for  the 
special  purpose,  and  are  never  changed.  After  all  that 
has  been  spoken,  written,  and  practised  on  the  subject  of 
wintering  cattle,  both  in  the  fattening  and  lean  condition, 
it  is  concluded,  and  the  conclusion  is  in  accordance  with 
a  long  experience  of  its  validity,  that  the  most  advanta- 
geous arrangement  places  the  "largest"  fattening 
bullocks  in  two,  three,  or  four  together  in  a  yard  with  a 
shelter-ahed,  with  fresh  water  in  a  trough,  fed  by  a  ball- 
cock,  moveable  racks  for  hay  and  straws,  with  wooden 
cribs  placed  along  the  sides  pf  the  yard  and  under  the 
shed,  the  bottoms  perforated  with  holes  for  the  escape  of 
moisture  and  filth,  and  the  animal  may  eat  at  pleasure  in 
the  open  air  or  under  cover.  The  second-sized  beasts 
are  in  four,  five,  or  six  together,  with  an  enlarged  accom- 
modation in  the  yard  and  shed.  Store  animals  in  six  to 
ten  together,  with  the  same  plan  of  accommodation,  en- 
larged to  suit  the  number  of  beasts,  classed  by  age  and 
condition.  The  unruly  homed  breeds  of  Scotland  re- 
quire a  close  confinement,  and  tied  by  the  neck  to  stakes, 
but  even  these  beasts  are  seen  to  thrive  best  in  yaids, 
after  a  time  settling  their  roving  habits.  Single  boxes  have 
been  used  for  fattening  animals,  but  with  no  advantage. 
The  lair  becomes  very  dirty,  and  the  beast  is  deprived  of 
the  light,  fresh  air,  and  of  the  exercise  that  is  necessary 
for  the  performance  of  the  natural  functions.  Animals 
should  be  classed  together  by  age,  size,  and  colour, 
polled  or  1  omed,  and  also  by  the  seeming  aptitude  to 
fatten.  Tht  similarity  and  fitness  of  objects  evinces  an 
exactness  of  knowledge  which  is  only  obtained  by  exact 
measurements. 

On  turnip  farms  that  fatten  any  considerable  number 
of  beasts,  the  shelter-sheds  standing  back  to  back  with 
a  road  between  of  20  feet  in  width,  will  be  provided  with 
a  railway  and  a  waggon  to  fetch  the  turnips  and  other 
roots  from  the  store-pits  at  the  ends  of  the  range  of 
houses.  The  fresh  condition  of  the  roots  must  be  used 
and  of  straw  and  hay  in  the  racks  in  two  days'  use,  and 
Utter  in  not  many  days'  distance.  A  close  and  unceasing 
attention  is  essential  on  all  these  points.  The  roots  for 
the  fattening  beasts  are  delivered  from  the  waggon  on  the 
railway  through  spout-holes  in  the  wall  into  the  cribs  in 
the  shelter-shed,  in  order  that  the  animals  may  be  under 
cover  in  the  most  boisterous  climates,  as  in  Wales  and 
the  north  of  Scotland.  In  South  Britain  the  open  air 
may  be  preferable. 

By  the  end  of  the  month  the  sheep  flocks  will  be 
arranged  in  tlic  winter  management,  the  Iambs  of  the 
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year  requiring  the  earliest  provision  on  the  first  sown 
white  turnips,  that  are  now  the  green  food  of  the  farm 
and  are  tender  foi  the  young  teeth  of  the  sheep.  Oonfine 
the  animals  on  a  certain  extent  of  the  growing  turnips 
for  a  few  days'  supply,  with  nets  on  stakes,  flakes,  or 
hurdles,  and  move  the  fence  as  the  meat  is  consumed  to  a 
fresh  break  of  ground,  and  ^ick  from  the  earth  hy  a 
hand  claw  the  whole  of  the  roots  that  are  left.  In  this 
way  the  whole  fields  are  consumed,  with  the  animals 
manuring  the  ground  by  being  confined  within  a  fold  of 
two  square  yards  to  one  sheep.  In  stormy  latitudes  the 
animals  require  all  the  open  ground  to  wander  for  lair 
and  shelter,  which  are  not  obtained  in  the  fold. 

The  fattening  flock  are  maintained  in  the  same  way, 
with  a  full  allowance  uf  the  food.  On  the  peachy  loamy 
lands  on  which  the  best  crops  of  turnips  are  grown,  the 
wetness  may  render  it  neccssnry  to  carry  the  half  of  the 
turnip  crop  to  a  ley  or  stubble  field,  to  be  consumed  in 
broadcast  by  the  sheep,  when  the  land  is  much  improved 
for  oats  or  a  (allow  crop.  The  turnips  are  also  sliced  by 
hand-cutter  into  troughs,  with  the  tops  in  short  lengths, 
and  may  be  topped  and  rooted  into  covered  heaps,  that 
are  dealt  out  as  required.  But  it  may  be  doubted  if  any 
preparation  prevails  over  eating  the  roots  fresh  growing 
on  the  ground. 

The  store  flock  betwixt  the  lamb  and  the  fattening  is 
treated  in  the  same  way,  with  a  less  allowance  of  food. 

On  hill  farms  of  sheep-growing  that  are  not 
cultivated,  the  whole  success  depends  on  the  quantity 
of  winter  food  that  is  provided  in  hays  from  the  meadow 
ground  that  are  attached  in  some  greater  or  less  quantity 
by  the  sides  of  brooks  in  vallies.  Being  placed  in  ricks 
in  convenient  positions,  the  animals  will  gather  around 
the  place  to  receive  an  allowance  throughout  the  winter 
from  the  end  of  this  month. 

Place  the  breeding  ewes  with  the  tup,  one  to  forty  or 
fifty  for  six  weeks,  on  a  grass  ley  or  stubble  field,  and  they 
may  get  a  supply  of  small  turnips  and  tops  to  maintain 
a  ^esh  condition  of  body,  which  much  improves  the 
salacity.  The  skill  and  judgment  of  the  farmer  wi'l  be 
sharply  exercised  in  the  formation  of  the  breeding  flock 
by  rejecting  the  faulty  animals  in  age,  shape,  and  general 
appearance,  from  those  of  a  robust  vigour  in  the  eye  and 
action,  lengthy  closeness  of  wool,  without  being  matted  or 
too  open  to  the  skin.  A  sqna  e  frame  in  a  round  carcase  is 
a  very  chief  consideration,  and  the  nearest  approaches  to 
it  must  be  carefully  observed.  The  rams  being  painted 
on  the  brisket  will  mark  the  ewes  as  in  the  order  of  im- 
pregnation, and  the  right  and  left  ears  being  pierced  with 


a  hole  in  the  fore  and  back  marlc  will  distinguish  the  pro* 
geny  of  the  same  mark  in  the  rams,  and  show  the  descent 
of  the  whole  flock,  and  enable  the  breeding  from  propa 
consanguinities  and  nearness  of  kin.  The  rejected  ani- 
mals for  breeding  are  sold  to  yield  another  crop  of  lunbs 
or  fattened  on  the  farm,  always  remembering  to  disp(»e 
of  the  animals  while  the  mouth  of  teeth  is  able  to  fatten 
the  carcase.  The  room  thus  vacated  in  the  breedi&z 
flock  is  supplied  by  an  equal  number  of  ewe  hoggs  from 
the  flock  af  eighteen  months.  In  order  to  preserve 
special  uniformity  in  every  class  of  animals,  the  old  and 
young  must  not  be  mixed,  but  form  separate  division!  of 
old  and  younger  breeders.  This  arrangement  will  be  rery 
advantageous  on  large  farms. 

Dip  sheep  for  a  few  minutes  singly  in  a  liquid  of  cor- 
rosive mixtures  to  kill  vermin  and  remove  imparities. 
The  mountain  sheep  of  stormy  and  northern  climates  aie 
smeared  with  tar,  with  butter,  and  oil,  and  no  chemica! 
substitute  has  yet  been  found. 

Swine  are  placed  in  a  store  yard  for  young  aninjils. 
and  in  sties  of  two  pigs  together  for  bacon  ho«,  on 
boarded  floors  or  paved  with  timber  blocks,  warcied 
underneath  by  a  pipe  from  the  cooking-house  andwonned 
into  every  floor  of  the  piggery  and  poultry  houses.  Tb? 
boar  and  brood  sows  are  lodged  in  single  apartmenti 
from  which  the  weaned  pigs  are  sent  to  the  store  yard, 
fed  with  roots,  and  amply  littered  and  sheltered.  TIk 
most  forward  are  drawn  as  wanted  into  the  fattening 
sties  in  which  the  food  is  given  of  meals  and  steamed 
roots  mixed,  with  a  meal  daily  of  raw  grains,  as  beans 
and  barley  in  the  last  month  of  fattening  to  impait  a 
white  flrmnass  to  the  flesh.  The  season  of  fattesin: 
from  this  month  will  yield  two  casts  of  bacon  hogs  be- 
fore the  season  of  curing  must  cease. 

Poultry  are  lodged  in  separate  apartments  for  eacli  kiol 
of  animals,  with  special  purposes,  and  fed  with  Mi^' 
grains,  and  the  meal  as  for  pigs.  The  boarded  floors  of 
the  houses  are  warmed  underneath  by  the  pipe  as  in  tbe 
piggery,  as  the  warmth  will  much  conduce  to  the  larinz 
of  eggs  and  the  early  hatching  of  chickens. 

Milch  cows  in  the  shed  and  yard  of  the  special  g« 
will  begin  to  get  the  green  food  as  it  comes  into  use  alooj 
with  hays  and  chaffs. 

Sow  rye  for  a  seed  crop  and  for  an  early  green  food  for 
ewes  and  lambs.  Sow  winter  vetches  for  an  early  gr«B 
food,  in  a  thick  seeding,  with  a  small  mixture  of  rye  or 
winter  beans,  or  barley,  or  a  late  cutting  on  clean  laao! 
of  good  quality.  Sow  winter  beans  and  barley  for  leel 
crops. 


CALENDAR    OF    GARDENING, 


Kitchen  Gakden. 

Plant  peas  and  beans,  with  the  chance  of  an  early  crop. 
Transplant  and  sow  hardy  lettuce,  according  to  the  direc- 
tions before  given.  Cape  brocoli  requires  early  care; 
and  as  each  head  is  cut  the  stump  and  leaves  ought  to  be 
removed,  and  when  dry  should  be  burned  for  the  sake  of 
the  ashes.  Spring  brocoli  plants  should  now  be  sloped 
down,  their  heads  to  the  north,  and  earth  brought  up 
nearly  to  the  leaves,  or  if  in  trenches,  the  stems  ought  to 
be  landed  up. 

Beet-root  and  carrot  are  partially  digged  up,  and 
stored  in  sand,  for  early  use. 

Cauliflowers  in  frames  or  under  glasses  are  to  have  an 
abundance  of  free  air  in  dry  vreather,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  month  remove  some  of  the  best  plants  to  beds  or 
warm  borders,  to  be  covered  by  hand  lii^hts ;  place  three 
or  four  in  a  spot,  making  the  earth  firm  around  the  roots 


and  stems ;  cover  till  growth  be  established,  and  tiien 
give  all  the  air  possible  in  fine  weather. 

Plant  hearting  cabbage  and  colewort,  and  finish  as  sooji 
as  possible.  Sow  some  roazagan  beans,  and  also  small 
salads  once  more,  of  which  the  trouble  is  slight :  the 
success  may  be  uncertain,  but  the  relish  is  very  agreeiWe. 

Tie  up  some  good  plants  of  endive  for  bhinchinf,  «<» 
draw  fine  earth  around  the  stems.  Thin  out  winttf 
spinach ;  keep  it  clear  from  weeds,  and  make  the  gitwisj 
clean.  Hoe  and  earth  brocoli,  cabbage,  borecole,  va 
Brussels  sprouts.  Cut  anon  the  decayed  sterna  of  mrtt, 
balm,  thyme,  and  other  sweet  and  aromatic  herbs;  a« 
the  ground,  and,  if  needful,  add  a  littie  nice  firesh  earth  » 
the  spaces;  plant  slips  of  the  pot-herbs  and  din« 
mint.  ,         , 

Asparagus  beds  should  be  brought  into  winter  o^ 
not  waiting  for  the  ripening  of  the  seeds.  A  good  aetft 
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U  the  following:  Cat  to  within  two  or  three  inches  all 
the  iuLolm,  remove  every  week,  then  dig  trenches  on  each 
side  a  foot  deep,  and  spread  the  earth  over  the  beds 
or  rows,  turn  the  hanlm  into  these  trenches,  treading  it 
eren  at  the  bottom,  and  sprinkle  half  a  ponnd  of  salt 
o?er  it  in  every  trench  of  twenty  to  twenty-five  feet  in 
leogth ;  finally,  fill  the  trenches  to  the  ground  level  with 
yf  decayed  stubble,  dung,  and  leaves.  Sea-kale  may  be 
treated  in  the  same  manner ;  the  leaves  of  every  vegetable 
ought  to  be  returned  to  the  soil,  but  deeply  buried. 
fihubard  and  artichokes  are  mainly  assisted  in  this  way, 
the  earth  in  the  trenches  soon  becoming  an  admirable 
earth.  These  plants  are  strong  feeders,  and  require  a 
powerfol  manure,  as  will  be  found  in  the  contents  of  the 
tank,  which  must  be  in  a  condition  of  half  decay,  with  a 
moisture  without  dropping,  at  least  not  largely. 

Raise  from  the  ground  and  lay  iu  store  the  potatoes  of 
all  kiods,  of  which  the  haulm  is  yellow  in  decay. 

Commence  to  excite  asparagus  if  any  is  wintered  in 
frames,  and  sea-kale  also. 

Dig  all  kinds  of  land,  and  ridge-trench  heavy  soils. 
iQcorporate  manures,  and  keep  all  quarters  clean. 

Fjiuit  Department. 
Trees  sDd  shrubs,  deciduous  and  evergreen,  are  safely 
plaated  from  the  middle  to  the  end  of  the  month.  To 
do  the  work  effectually  such  ground  ought  to  have  a  well 
drained  bottom,  and  be  trenched  eighteen  inches  deep, 
according  as  the  apper  earth  is  deep  or  shallow;  lay 
daog  over  the  soil  that  covers  the  roots,  as  top-dressings 
may  be  the  best  of  all  manurings.  In  that  case  no 
digging  or  trenching  of  the  land  is  required,  but  always 
a  most  complete  thorough  drainage  iu  all  soils  iuclined 
to  wetness.  Raise  the  grassy  turf  on  the  upper  stratum 
a  few  inches  in  depth,  root-prune  the  young  trees,  and 


spread  the  shortened  roots  even  and  thinly  on  the  ground 
over  a  thin  layer  of  guano-mixture  in  five  or  six  to  one, 
and  tread  the  earth  firmly  over  it,  fixing  the  tree,  and 
cover  the  ground  around  it  in  a  yard  of  extent  with  very 
moist  half  rotted  farm-yard  dung,  or  the  v^etable  con- 
tents of  the  liquid  tank.  Deep  digging  and  horizontal 
covering  may  be  eligible  in  all  cases  of  fruit  trees,  large 
shrubs,  and  standard  trees,  that  are  planted  to  fill 
corners  and  to  remain  singly  for  beauty  or  otherwise ; 
for  groups  and  clumps  of  trees  the  same  treatments  is 
recommended. 

Ghither  and  store  apples  and  keeping  pears ;  the  latter 
require  a  warmer  room  than  apples. 

Flower  Garden. 

Plant  auriculas  in  airy  frames ;  camellias  and  heaths  in 
a  dry,  cool,  and  well  ventilated  green-house  or  pit ; 
succulent  plants,  as  cactus  and  pelargoniums,  in  a  house 
with  a  full  southern  aspect.  Reduce  water  in  any 
glass  erections.  Neatness  in  the  open  air  departments 
and  in  the  shrubbery  is  what  is  now  to  be  chiefly  at- 
tended to. 

The  winter  aspect  of  a  garden  for  pleasure,  or  for 
growing  fruits  and  vegetables  in  conjunction,  shows  the 
cultivation  of  the  ground  and  the  crops  that  have  been 
obtained  by  the  total  absence  of  weeds,  and  the  neat 
order  of  the  grounds  after  cropping.  Dig  for  the  early 
spring  sowings  of  the  lighter  plants,  as  peas  and  legumes, 
and  rough  trenched  with  dung  in  mixture  to  be  planted 
with  the  stronger  plants,  as  potatoes,  beet,  and  other 
tap-roots.  Winter  manuring  is  preferable  to  the  spring 
for  succulent  crops,  with  a  deep  preparation  and  a 
strength  of  aliment.  The  land  lying  in  exposure  during 
winter,  will  derive  the  benefit  of  the  reciprocal  action  of 
atmospheric  and  terrestrial  elements. 


AGRICULTURAL    REPORTS. 


REVIEW   OF    THE    CATTLE     TRADE    DURING 
THE   PAST    MONTH. 

Throoghout  the  month  a  considerable  increase  of  steadiness 
has  been  noticed  in  the  cattle  trade,  and  prices  have  ruled  verv 
iiigh.  Theapparent  determination  of  the  French  to  resist  aU 
attempts  at  the  spoliation  of  their  territory,  and  to  carry  on 
the  war  to  the  bitter  end,  render  the  prospect  of  our  receiving 
eootioBoos  supplies  from  the  Continent  somewhat  uncertain. 
From  this  circumstance  the  total  eupplies  at  market  have  been 
1^  extensive.  An  Order  has,  at  the  same  time  been  promnl- 
Kated,  forbidding  the  removal  of  French  and  German  cattle 
irom  the  waterside,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  disease  in  those 
countries ;  and,  in  fntore,  only  Dutch  and  Spanish  beasts  will 
he  allowed  to  pass  the  barriers.  The  quality  of  the  stock  has 
^n  Teiy  unequal,  and  really  prime  breeds  have  continued 
remarkably  scarce.  However,  tnis  is  not  a  subject  to  be  won- 
dered at,  especially  when  the  failure  of  the  hay  crop,  and  the 
great  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining  food  for  the  cattle 
are.takeu  into  consideTation .  Much  anxiety  is  still  felt  as  to  the 
means  of  obtaining  sufficient  supplies  of  food  during  the  winter 
months.  The  pastures  and  meadow  lands  have  certainly  im- 
proTedto  some  extent,  under  the  beneficial  influence  of  the  late 
rains,  and  the  root  crops  are  also  turning  out  well,  but  the  main 
staple  is  sadly  deficient  in  quality,  and  there  is  therefore  every 
probability  of  cheap  meat  during  the  winter  season.  At  the 
present  moment  the  best  Soots  and  crosses  are  Belling  at  6s. 
lOd.  to  6s.  per  81bi. 

With  sheep  the  market  has  been  scantily  supplied.  The 
quality,  as  in  the  case  ot  beasts,  has  been  very  mdifferent ; 
nevertheless  the  trade  has  ruled  firm.    At  one  time  the  best 


breeds  were  making  6s.  2d.,  but  the  best  Downs  and  half-breds 
are  now  selling  at  Ss.  lOd.  to  6s.  per  81bs. 

Calves  have  commanded  a  fair  amount  of  attention,  at  full 
quotations.    The  supplies  have  been  moderate. 

In  pi^,  the  business  doing  has  not  been  important,  and  the 
fluctuations  in  values  have  been  tzifiin^. 

The  total  imports  of  foreign  stock  in  London,  during  the 
month  have  been  as  follows: 

Beasts     9,320  Head. 

Sheep  and  Lambs 31,661 

Calves     2,109 

Pigs         8,089 

CoicpARisoN  OF  Imports. 

Sept.               Beasts.  Sheep  and  Lambs.    Calves.  Figs. 

1869     13,745             47,341            3,385  4,587 

1868     11,051              11,846            1,493  3,116 

1867     11.082  34,672  779  4,600 

1866     16,405  46,626  2,183  2,942 

1865     12,653  69,792  3,192  9,434 

1864     14,444  48,201  3,161  6,701 

1863     11,923  60,780  3,213  2,691 

1862     7,219  33,985  2,267  2,646 

1861     6,759  36,236  2,323  3,214 

1860     8,120  37,4^0  2,200  3,188 

1869     6.966  49,141  1.744  1,896 

1868     6,999  26,205  2,736  2,472 

1867     7,346  24,288  3,963  2,067 

1866    7,084  23,606  2,772  1,669 

The  arrivals  of  bullocks  from  our  own  grazing  districts,  as 
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irell  u  from  Sootiand  and  Iidand,  thiu  compare  with  the 

three  prenous  yean :  ^  «    ^     «    * 

^  Sept,  Sept.,  Sept.,  Sept., 

From-  1870.  1869.  1888.  1867. 

Lincolnshire, Leicestershire,  and  .„^,^«^^    «  „pa 

Northamptonshire    8,550  11,450  12,750    7.650 

OthcrparUofEngland 2,800    1,730    1,990    2,770 

Scotland    .....TT;. 315  3      360         11 

Ireland  1,200       880      382    1,04^ 

The  total  supplies  of  stock  exhibited  and  disposed  of  at  the 
Metropolitan  Market  daring  the  month,  have  been  as  under : 

Beaste      23,116  Head. 

Sheep  and  Lambs 126,570 

Calves      2,889 

Pigs         1,116 

CoMPAKisoN  OP  Supplies. 
Sept.  BcasU.  Sheep  and  Lambs.    Calves.  Pigs. 

1869     28.255  166,680  4.142  706 

1868    26,940  157.440  2,643  1,630 

1867     75,290  127,610  1,665  2.979 

1866     26.660  129,430  1,984  3,120 

1865     27,040  151,440  3,324  8,287 

1864    30.910  137,490  3,184  3,700 

1863     27,710  131,100  2,468  2,657 

1862     28.074  139,200  2,364  3,031 

1861     26.950  142,990  2,260  3,626 

I860     27,080  144,450  3,302  2,922 

1859     24,560  145,430  1,891  2,771 

1858       ....     27.416  131,150  3,280  4,281 

1857     .".....     25.734  117.716  2,220  2,535 

1856     24,002  132,014  2,452  2,800 

Beasts  have  sold  at  from  3s.  8d.  to  68.,  sheep  38.  lOd.  to 
6s.  2d.,  calves  3a.  6d.  to  6s.,  and  pigs  4s.  4d.  to  6s.  per  8  lbs. 
to  sink  the  offal. 

COMPAMSON  OP  PSICES. 

Sept.,  1869.  Sept.,  1868. 

8.    d.    8.    d.  8.    d.    8.    d. 

Beasts  from    3    4  to  5    2  3    2  to  5    6 

Sheep  3    4  to  6    8  3    2  to  5    2 

Calves  4    0  to  6    4  8    6  to  5    0 

Pig.    4    2  to  6    0  3    4  to  4    4 

Sept.,  1867.  Sept.,  1866. 

8.   d.     8.   d.  8.  d.     8.  d. 

Beastofrom     3    2  to  6    2  3    6  to  5    6 

Sheep  3    4  to  5    2  4    8  to  6    4 

Calves 4    0  to  6    8  4    4  to  6    6 

Pigg     3    6  to  4    4  4    0  to  6    2 

The  dead  meat  markets  have  been  moderately  supplied. 
The  trade,  has  been  firm,  and  fall  prices  have  been  obtained. 
Beef  from  8s.  4d.  to  6s.  4d.,  mutton  Ss.  8d.  to  68.  6d., 
veal  48.  4d.  to  68.  4d.,  and  pork  Ss.  4d.  to  os.  lOd.  per  81b8. 
by  the  carcase. 

WEST    SUSSEX. 

The  harvest  of  1870,  a  very  short  and  inexpensive  one, 
having  been  some  time  concluded,  the  thrashing*machine  has 
been  pretty  freely  used.  There  probably  never  was  a  greater 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  yield  of  the  wheat  crop.  It  is 
generally  supposed  that  it  will  yield  well  according  to  the 
crop  of  straw,  but  the  Utter  is  certainly  short  and  deficient  in 
bulk.  During  the  winter  a  great  deal  of  the  growing  wheat 
looked  thin  and  weakly,  and  some  of  it  did  not  come  up  well ; 
it  appeared  to  be  attacked  by  grub  or  wireworm,  and  although 
not  done  to  any  great  extent  in  the  aggregate  in  this  division, 
a  considerable  number  of  acres  were  ploughed  up,  not  being 
considered  good  enough  to  stand  for  a  crop,  and  the  land 
resown  with  barley  or  oats.  Then  came  in  one  of  the  most 
trying  springs  ever  known,  with  frosts  and  dry  parchinr 
easterly  and  north-easterly  winds  prevailing  for  days  and 
nights  together.  Th<)  furze  and  evergreens  eeemed  scorched 
as  if  by  fire ;  hut  the  wheat  plant  passed  through  all  this 
better  than  could  have  been  expectea,  and  when  the  more 
genial  weather  did  at  last  come  it  tillered  out  well,  and  showed 
good  strong  ears,  and  the  blooming  time  was  favourable  ;  and 
80  the  season  continued  up  to  harvest.  To  sum  up,  therefore, 
I  think  it  may  be  fairly  assumed  that  on  good  deep  holding 


ioiU,  well  farmed,  there  will  beagooderop;  buteonn^nQg 
the  quantity  of  hill  land  and  the  wealden  cUy,  benda  « 
quantity  of  other  land  (not  true  wheat  land),  it  appears  to  te 
the  more  prevailing  opinion  that  in  West  Sosaex  the  ercp 
will  not  prove  an  average.  Barley  it  is  snnposed  will  be 
a  fair  crop,  but  the  colour  is  not  first-rate,  hardly  enoo^ 
thrashing,  however,  has  been  done  to  fairly  test  thii.  Gits 
will  be  the  worst  crop  grown  in  this  division  for  years,  ui 
very  deficient  in  straw.  Early  sown  peas  on  suitable  boi 
weU  farmed  will  turn  out  a  fair  crop.  Beans  are  not  mui 
grown,  they  seemed  very  short  in  the  haulm.  The  hay  cro^t, 
both  clover,  seeds,  and  meadow  grass,  may  be  safely  pn>> 
nounced  the  worst  crop  grown  in  the  memory  of  any  fanner 
living ;  and  what  is  to  be  done  during  the  next  wioter,  par- 
ticularly should  it  turn  out  a  severe  and  long  one,  caa  har£r 
be  imagined.  We  have  had  some  fine  rains  latterly,  and  the 
consequence  is  that  some  very  good  fields  of  manzfl  umi, 
swedes,  and  white  turnips,  are  to  he  seen,  but  the  tailaits  art 
also  Badly  apparent,  rat  stock,  as  might  be  expected,  u 
hardening  in  price,  and  there  will  he  a  difficulty  amonf  the 
graziers  to  keep  the  local  markets  supplied.— Sept.  Sisd. 


AGRICULTURAL  INTELLIGENCE, 
FAIRS,  &c. 

CMSTOR  FAIR  (Saturday,  Sept.  17).-<3ood  iliw  of 
sheep  and  plenty  of  buyers  ready  to  bid  at  reoeat  prices ;  »it 
sellers  holung  out  for  an  advance,  sales  in  most  instanen 
were  slow  and  tedious.  BeasU  very  few,  and  qaickly  bourfe: 
up.  Ram  sales.— The  Wold  Newton:  25  sold  by  ^. 
Richardson,  highest  price,  lot  19,  12/.  6s.;  average;'  o^. 
The  Beaumont  Cote  :  26  sold  by  Mr.  Calthrop,  highest  pnrf 
lot  8.  12/.;  average  7/.  168.  The  Kettlebythorpe :  21  wi 
by  the  same  auctioneer,  highest  price,  lot  14,  14/.  lOi.;  are- 
rage  6/.  10s.  _  ,  , 

DRIFFIELD  FAIR  AND  RAM  SHOW.— The  second  f 
the  harvest  fairs  is  noted  as  a  Umb  fair,  and  more  wpcciL-j 
as  the  supply  amounted  to  9,000,  most  of  which  were  Umtfi. 
At  the  commencement  holders  asked  high  prices,  hot  euam- 
ally  sold  at  a  reduction  of  28.  to  3s.  per  head.  Prices  nQ?« 
from  22s.  to  408.,  the  general  average  being  328.  to  37f.  p«r 
head.  There  was  a  sprinkling  of  ewes,  which  sold  at  3>«.  to 
40s.  per  head.  A  few  fat  sheep  went  at  7id.  to  8d.  per  it 
There  was  a  moderate  show  of  rams,  which  sold  at  £7  to  ii ' 
each.  Homed  cattle  were  scarce,  and  there  was  not  a  twJt 
fat  beast  offered.  Year-olds  £8,  in-calving  cows  £18  to  t.\ 
heifers  £14  to  £16  per  head.  In  the  horae  fair  there  w  i 
moderate  show  of  inferior  animals,  with  a  few  draught  bo!«i, 
which  sold  at  £27  to  £30  each.  ,     ^. 

DUNDEE  LATTER  FAIR.— This  annual  marht,  tte 
last  of  the  season,  was  held  on  Tuesday.  The  show  of  catti^i 
almost  exclusively  two  year  olds,  waa  the  largest  seen  for  ajw 
time.  There  could  not  be  much  under  1.000  head  «  tie 
ground.  The  show  of  fat  was  Umited,  few  cattle  fit  Jof  « 
shambles  being  offered.  MUch  cows  were  in  demaad,  awJ «« 
supply  was  good.  Some  sold  by  Mr.  liddle,  Denny,  were  «• 
perior  animals,  and  fetched  high  prices.  The  show  of  fcwsft 
was  less  than  usual,  but  what  was  wanting  in  quantity  wis  awj 
than  compensated  for  in  quality,  and  numbert  of  really  ^ 
farm  horses  changed  hands,  the  rates  for  which  r»g«  tw^ 
20/.  to  43/.,  saleebeing  effected  at  the  hOter  ««««•  JT 
superior  animals,  fpr  which  as  high  as  50/.  was  ••«;»,.  v" 
mained  unsold.  There  was  not  Uie  usual  qn^n^^^y  **  1^, 
animals  shown,  so  any  sales  made  were  at  higher  rates  owa> 
to  the  want  of  competition.  .    .    «k, 

DUNSE  EWE  TRTST.— The  first  ewe  tiyst  m  the  ww^ 
district  took  place  at  Dunse,  on  Tuesday,  and  was  weU  auciwj 
by  farmers  and  dealers.  There  was  a  fair  show  of  eirei, j" 
lambs  were  a  large  show.  For  draft  ewes  there  w  •?«? 
demand  at  prices  from  2«.  to  Ss.  a<head  above  the  W^Z 
tained  List  year,  and  at  the  ctese  «U  were  sold  off.  *<^/^ 
there  was  not  an  active  demand.  Sales  went  oji  "Jr'*,,,^ 
at  mid-day  a  number  of  the  lota  remained  unsold,  iw  pn^ 
asked  in  the  morning  had  to  be  lessened  somewhat  Wore  ^ 
sales  took  place.  Among  the  prices  obtained  fcr  di^/Tf 
were  the  following  :-Mr.  Rutherford,  ^atoaaii,  s^-^ 
three-parts  bred  ewes  at  45s.  a  head.  Mr.  Fo»»  *!*^Srm 
sold  Ills  lot  to  Colonel  Hay  at  38s.     Mr.  Gillespie,  Sunpr 
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Ktiai,  loU  hit  loU  of  three-parts  at  426.  Mr.  Fender  sold  the 
XoantAlbynlotof  half-bred  eves  at  S98.  lir.  Bertram, 
Bbekenton,  told  hii  half-bred  ewes  to  Mr.  Caw,  Whitaome 
Hill,  It  SOs.  Mr.  Weatherhead,  Whitebnm.  sold  his  half-brad 
evnat  86t.  The  Graenlaw  Dean  lot  of  half-breds  were  sold  at 
36s.  Mr.  Cowe,  Old  Cambns,  sold  his  half-bred  ewes  at  SSs. 
Mr.  Barton,  Cromstanes,  bonght  a  lot  of  three-parts  from  a 
fanner  near  Daue  at  SOs.  Mr.  Halliburton,  Eildon,  sold  a 
lot  of  three-parts  lambs  at  SOs.  Mr.  Purres,  Thorniedykes, 
wldalotthree-partaataOa.  Mr.  Mill,  Hyndeside,  sold  a  lot 
of  three-parts  at  86a.  6d.  Mr.  Rae,  sheepi^agent,  Lander,  sold 
the  Earl  oflAnderdale's  lot  of  three-parts  at  29s.  6d.,  the 
llireepvood  lot  at  21s.  6d.,  and  other  lots  at  from  23a.  to  27s. 
Hem.  Cnrrie,  dealers,  Morebattle,  sold  a  lot  of  half-breds  at 
191  Mr.  Craw,  Whitsome  Hill,  sold  a  lot  at  2Is.  6d.  Mr. 
Scott,  St.  Bo8weU*s,  sold  a  lot  of  half-breds  at  17b.  Mr. 
Oatenon,  Jordanlaw,  sold  a  lot  at  21  s.  Sale  of  Taps. — ^Aboat 
detea  o'dock.  a  sale  of  Leicester  rams  took  place  m  a  field 
a^nisf  tbeEnrlish  Chapel— Mr.  Penny,  Kelso,  wielding  the 
btuier.  The  demand  was  not  brisk,  bat  fair  prices  were 
obtiined.  Mr.  Fender,  Rnleamaina,  sold  68  rams,  at  an  average 
of  £5 11a.  8d.,  the  highest  price  being  £11  10s.  The  lot  of 
8  nnu,  belonging  to  Mr.  Aoberteon,  M.P.  for  the  county 
aTenged£414s.  Od. 

GLASTONBUBY  TOR  PAIR  (Sept.  19).— There  was  a 
laige  attendance  at  this  fidr,  and  the  sapply  of  cattle,  sheep, 
iambi,  and  pigj  was  large.  Beef  realised  from  12s.  to  ISs.  per 
Moie,  maton  lid.  to  8d.  per  lb.,  pigs  10s.  6d.  per  score.  There 
via  also  s  good  sopply  of  mares  and  foals,  and  many  of  the 
latter  changed  hands'at  good  prices. 

GLENISLA  CATTLE  AND  SHEEP  MARKET.— This 
iarn  annaal  market  for  the  sale  of  sheep  and  cattle  was  held 
to^y  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Kirkton  of  Oleniak.  The  attend- 
asoe  of  farmers  and  cattle  and  sheep  breeders  was,  as  usual, 
large,  while  that  of  dealers  was  also  numerous.  The  dispUy 
of  black  Highland  cattle  was,  as  usual,  large  and  sunerior, 
nay  of  the  animals  being  in  good  condition  and  ready  for  the 
biteker.  The  greater  portion  were  two-year-old  stots  and 
qv9«,  bat  there  was  also  aa  eioeUent  turn  ont  of  six-quarter- 
old  beaats,  which  commanded  considerable  attention.  At  an 
nrly  boar  bosiness  began  briskly,  and  to  the  dose  of  the  dav. 
The  sales  bqraa  before  eleven  o'clock,  and  by  two  wen  nearly 
•tadose.  Prices  were  ramunerative  to  exposers.  For  the 
belt  fat  beef  9s.  6d.  to  lis.  per  Dutch  stone  were  the  quota- 
tioQs.  The  best  two-year-old  stots,  at  two  and  rising  three 
pn,  oonmanded  from  £16  Ss.  to  £17  and  £20.  Por  the 
b«t  qnejs  of  the  same  age  the  prices  were  from  £12  lOs.  to 
to  ili,  for  the  best  fat  cowa  £lito  £24p,  tmow  cows  £1S  to 
il9  10a.  per  head ;  for  best  six-qnarter-old  cattle  £9  to  £11 
vu  freely  given,  and  at  the  close  scarcely  a  lot  of  good 
attle  left  the  ground  unsold.  The  show  of  sheep  was  not 
hrger  than  last  year,  and  though  the  animals  were  generally 
of  rood  (jnality,  there  appeared  to  be  but  little  denmnd,  and  as 
uttle  denre  to  sell.  Highland  ewes  sold  from  14fl.  to  16s.  per 
bead,  cross  lambs  17s.  to  20s.  per  head.  A  few  lots  changed 
b^  St  these  rates.  The  best  mutton  sold  at  6d.  to  Sd.  per 
lb.  At  the  dose  a  dearanee  was  not  nearly  effected,  though 
pricei  indicated  a  downward  tendency. 

HAWICK  TUP  FAIR.— The  weather  was  very  line;  and 
u^  was  a  Uirse  attendanee  of  fiumers  in  the  district  north 
ud  aoath  of  tne  Border  line,  besides  buyers  from  various 
iwta  of  the  three  kingdoms.  The  Cheviot  stock  is  the  prin- 
pp^  feature  of  the  market,  which  ranks  among  the  foremost 
in  the  country  for  this  daas  of  shrap.  The  numbers  on  the 
pound  were  about  the  average.  The  market  may  generaDy 
be  pronounced  a  good  one  for  the  best  class  of  sheep  ;  but  in- 
Rnor  beasts  were  a  drug,  and  did  not  realise  the  expectations 
o'etpoaers.  All  bat  a  small  portion  were  sold  in  the  auction 
lUigs.  The  only  transactions  in  private  pens  that  we  heard 
or  veiQ  those  of  Mr.  Grieve,  Skdfhill,  who  sold  rams  at  from 
£4  to  £20.  The  whole  business  of  the  day  was  condnded 
MOBt  fife  o'dodc.  The  show  of  Leicesters  was  larger  than 
QsasI,  the  tempting  prices  of  late  years  having  induced  many 
to  enter  the  market.  The  consequence  was  a  dedine  in 
pncea  fbm  the  rates  of  last  year ;  but,  taking  quality  into  ac- 
v^*  ^^  '^*"  ^"^  ^  *®*  obtained  at  Kelso  and  Edin- 
burgh. This  is  mors  of  a  Cheviot  than  a  Leiceater  district ; 
^?^  ^  ^"^  ^^^^  breeders  have  through  a  bng  course  of 
fnis  biaught  sheep  to  the  ground  which  will  compare  with 
uy  hat  the  very  higheat-piiced  in  the  Kelso  rings. 


L^aiBERrS  CASTLE  FAlA  (Sept.  17)  was  tolerably 
well  attended,  but  only  about  600  sheep  were  penned,  and 
trade  was  dow.  Pin  plentiful  and  well  sold.  The  horse 
flair  was  tolerably  well  supplied,  and  some  business  was  done. 
Home  wool  13d.  to  IS^d. 

LEWES  GREAT  SHEEP  FAIR.— This  old  established 
fair  was  hdd  on  Wednesday  last.  The  number  of  sheep  and 
lambs  penned  was  about  26,000,  which,  although  somewhat 
less  than  in  the  two  orevions  years — when  the  numbers  were 
thirty-six  and  thirty-rour  thousand  respectivdy — is  rather  over 
the  average  of  the  last  twenty  years.  The  cold  sprin|(  was, 
of  course,  very  unfavourable  to  lambing,  and  exercised  a 
marked  influence  in  the  numbers  reared  and  this,  coupled 
with  the  fact  that  many  flockmasters  were  constrained  by  the 
severe  effects  of  the  drought  to  accept  the  low  prices  prevail- 
ing at  the  early  fairs,  led  many  to  expect  a  short  supply  and 
better  prices.  The  result  showed  that  although  the  supply 
waa  not  bdow  the  average  an  improvement  was  certainly  no- 
ticeable in  prices.  There  was  a  large  attendance  of  bnyen, 
induding  many  from  distant  counties.  To  the  stagnation  oi 
trade  and  agricnltaral  industry  in  France  and  Germany  may 
also  be  ascribed  the  fact  that  the  choice  rams  and  pens  of  ewes 
at  the  flock  auction  sdes  this  season  have  not  been  so  eagerly 
sought  after,  and  consequently  have  not  realised  nearly  so 
high  prices  as  usual.  Ewes  ranged  from  278.  to  46s.  6d.  In 
lambs  there  was  a  wide  range  between  14s.  and  31s.  The 
highest  price  made  by  the  large  hill  flockmasters  was  28s.  6d. 
There  was  a  splendid  show  of  rams ;  the  trade  was  not  very 
brisk,  but  a  considerable  number  were  disposed  of  at  prices 
rangmg  between  8  and  20  gnineas.  Of  cattle  there  were  a 
few  score  head  of  black  runts,  and  there  were  also  some  horses, 
but  in  the  trade  there  was  no  spedal  feature  worth  notice. 

LOCKERBIE  LAMB  FAIR  (Sept.  22).— The  show  of 
stodc  was  much  less  than  at  the  correspondinff  market  of  last 
vear,  but  was  fully  as  large  as  at  the  August  lair.  The  num- 
ber would  be  about  24,000  head,  and  was  composed  of  half- 
bred  lambs,  mostly  seconds,  Cheviot  lambs,  cross  lambs,  and 
a  few  lots  of  blackfaced  lambs.  Only  two  lots  of  draft  ewes 
were  on  the  hiH ;  there  were  several  lots  of  Cheviot  wethen 
and  gimmers.  The  stock  was  in  good  condition.  About 
2,200  hunbs  were  sold  by  auction  on  Wednesday  afternoon, 
and  on  that  account  fewer  half-breds  were  shown  to  day. 
There  was  a  huge  attendance  of  buyers  from  Wigtonshire, 
with  a  good  number  from  the  south.  The  late  abundant  rains 
have  greatly  improved  the  turnip  crop  in  Dumfriesshire  and 
Galloway ;  the  young  grasses  and  dover  are  now  available, 
the  fields  now  being  cleared  of  crop  ;  and  in  this  district  there 
is  no  lack  of  keep  for  stock.  Business  commenced  briskly  for 
the  half-bred  lambs,  most  of  the  best  lots  being  picked  up  hr 
Wigtonshire  buyers  earlv.  After  the  better  class  of  half-bredi 
had  been  sold,  the  market  grew  less  animated.  There  was  a 
good  demand  for  Cheviot  wether  lambs,  and  the  tops  were 
readily  sold.  Ewe  lambs  were  rather  slower  to  sell  than 
wethers,  but  most  of  the  lots  went  off.  Crosses  were  not  so 
much  in  request  as  half-breds,  and  the  market  was  slow  for 
that  dass  in  the  morning,  few  sales  being  reported  until  near 
noon.  Afler  eleven  o'dock  there  was  a  sbght  lull  in  the 
market,  but  after  mid-day  business  again  got  brisker,  and  by 
three  o*dock  a  clearance  was  nearly  effected,  except  where  a 
few  lots  were  held  by  dealen.  Half-bred  Lambs  were  Is.  6d. 
to  2s.  up  since  August,  besides  paying  their  keep ;  Cheviot 
Iambs  were  6d.  to  Is.  6d.  higher  aifter  paying  keep ;  prices  for 
half-bred  lambs  were  from  268.  to  S4s.  6d. ;  Cheviot  wether 
top  Umbs  lis.  to  16s.,  second  wethen  8s.  to  10s.,  mid-ewe 
kmbs  12s.  to  15s.,  thirds  8s.  to  10s..  crosses  14e.  to  22b.  The 
cattle  were  an  average  in  number,  and  inckded  322  Galloways, 
63  Highlanden,  76  Ayrshires  and  crosses,  61  Irish,  12  Here- 
ford cattle ;  in  all,  622.  Some  excellent  stocks  were  shown, 
but  on  the  whole  the  show  was  scarody  an  average  in  oualitv, 
some  herds  usually  shown  at  this  fair  being  previously  sold 
privatdy. 

PARTNEY  SEPTEMBER  FAIR.  — This  extensively 
known  and  celebrated  mart  for  sheep  and  beasts  had  its  com- 
mencement for  sheep  on  Monday  last.  The  number  of  sheep 
penned  was  not  less  than  on  former  occasions.  Good  useful 
two  or  three-hear  ewes,  well-wooUed,  were  in  request  for 
breeding  purposes.  Mr.  Wright,  Ashby,  made  63s.  6d.,  a 
superior  lot,  ahnost  ready  for  the  butcher ;  the  general  run 
was  from  40s.  to  SOs.  Lambs  made  from  20s.  to  S9s.,  ae- 
cordiug  to  quality. 
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T£[E  FARMER'S  MAOAZlKS!. 


REVIEW    OF    THE    CORN    TRADE 

DURING  THE   PAST   MONTH. 


The  montti  of  September  lias  been  most  extnordinitry, 
both  ia  its  political  and  commercial  aspect,  the  sac- 
cess  of  Pmssia  in  the  war  with  France  cnlminatiDg  in  the 
complete  investment  of  Paris,  and  the  establishment  of 
650,000  Germans  on  the  soil  of  France.  Everybody  was 
in  hopes  that  peace  would  soon  be  the  frnit  of  snch  de- 
cided victories,  but  it  seems  as  far  off  as  ever,  and  more 
human  blood,  it  appears,  most  flow,  and  treasure  be  de- 
stroyed  before  these  deadly  foes  will  cease  from  strife. 
The  very  idea  of  war  on  snch  a  scale,  and  so  close  to  onr 
own  shores,  in  former  times  wonld  have  advanced  rates 
fully  lOs.  per  qr. ;  but  no,  while  home  supplies  of  new 
have  been  free,  foreign  abundant,  and  stores  accumulat- 
ing, the  value  of  wheat  has  gone  down  further  2s.  per  qr., 
though  the  last  London  markets  seems  to  have  reached 
their  lowest.  The  fact  is,  no  speculation  is  afloat,  none 
being  confident  of  the  issue  of  the  present  conflict,  and 
therefore  all  have  put  a  reserve  upou  their  capital  till 
better  times  shall  induce  them  to  use  it  freely.  With  the 
prospects  of  peace  so  distant,  however,  it  is  only  reasonable 
to  calculate  on  the  effects  of  a  continued  war ;  and  as  re- 
spects France  more  especially,  these  are  easily  made. 
Already  we  have  heard  of  a  destruction  of  food  near  Paris, 
to  prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and 
should  this  policy  of  destruction  apply  through  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land,  agriculture  there  must  be  forced 
to  an  involuntary  rest,  while  the  gatherings  of  the  past 
year,  already  small  enough,  may  be  not  only  wasted,  but 
wilfully  destroyed.  For  who  will  till  or  sow,  uncertain 
whether  he  or  the  enemy  shall  be  the  better  for  it  ?  The 
demand  for  oats  has  fallen  off,  acd  well  it  may,  for  how 
many  of  the  French  cavalry  have  fallen  fiom  their 
horses,  and  left  the  animals  to  be  bought  for  a  song  by 
Belgium  dealers  1  and  though  peas  were  being  shipped 
to  the  famishing  armies,  as  more  nutritious  than  other 
com,  this  demand  too  has  ceased,  and  we  now  are  left 
to  the  wants  of  Belgium  and  Holland,  whose  supplies 
have  hitherto  been  shut  out  by  the  French  blockade. 
In  the  midst  of  all  these  things  it  is  remarkable  that  Ger- 
many herself  was  so  lately  threatened  by  heavy  rains, 
that  the  ports,  blockaded,  had  they  been  free,  would  have 
sent  us  next  to  nothing,  from  the  greater  value  at  home ; 
and  though  these  ports  are  now  open,  they  are  still  above 
our  range,  and  yet  may  remain  so.  America  and  Russia 
are  the  countries  whence  our  chief  supplies  have  come. 
Russia  itself  has  lately  become  too  high  for  new  trans- 
actions, and  though  New  York  has  been  willing  to  meet 
English  views,  the  last  advices  thence  show  an  upward 
movement.  So  all  we  have  to  say  is,  that  the  signs  of 
the  times  are  much  more  favourable  to  an  advance  than 
otherwise.  The  last  price  noted  for  flour  in  Paris  was 
48s.  6d.  per  2801bs. ;  wheat  not  being  quoted.  White 
wheat  of  the  week.  New  Zealand  sort,  was  64s.,  and  the 
same  was  quoted  at  Amsterdam ;  at  Lyons  wheat  was 
5  8b.,  red  at  Antwerp  58s.  6d. ;  Hambro'  quotations  were  54s. 
to  58s.,  at  Petersburg  44s.  c.  f.  and  i.,  the  same  not  being 
worth  here  over  428. 6d.  Stettin  and  Danzic  rates  were 
much  above  our  own,  at  the  latter  50s.  f.  o.  b.  was  the  last 
price  paid ;  free  on  board  wheat  at  Milan  was  48s.,  Bar- 
letta  at  Naples  468.  8d.,  at  Messina  54s.  6d.,  at  Valla- 
dolid  51b.,  at  Alexandria  41s.,  at  Valparaiso  528.  6d.  cost 
freight  and  insurance ;  at  Adelaide  42s.  6d.,  at  Melbourne 
408.  J  No.  2  at  New  York  42s.  9d.  per  480  lbs.  cost  freight 
and  insurance. 


The  first  Monday  in  Mark  Lane  commenced  on  a  £ur 
supply  of  English  wheat,  and  very  liberal  arrivtls  from 
abroad.  The  trade  opened  dull,  though  the  show  of  fre»k 
samples  from  the  near  counties  was  but  moderate,  aad 
sales  could  only  be  made  at  a  decline  of  2s.  per  qr.,  the 
bulk  consisting  chiefly  of  new  samples.  Buaiaess  i& 
foreign  was  very  inactive,  at  fully  Is.  per  qr.  leas  monn*. 
Notwithstanding  a  moderate  demand  for  HoUsnd  aod 
Belgium,  with  fair  arrivals  off  the  coast,  the  demand  for 
floating  cargoes  was  limited.  This  week  the  London 
advices  had  their  nsual  effect  on  the  country  matketi 
Every  report  was  dull,  and  most  were  cheaper.  Birmij^- 
ham.  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  Leeds,  Maidstone,  Newcastle, 
and  Uppingham  were  severally  Is.  per  qr.  lower,  but  a 
reduction  of  Is.  to  2s.  per  qr.  was  more  general,  and  at 
a  few  places  the  fall  was  as  much  as  3s.,  as  at  Louth  and 
Sleaford.  Liverpool  advices  noted  a  decUne  of  4d.  per 
cental  on  Tuesday,  and  a  further  reduction  of  2d.  on 
on  Friday,  equal  to  2s.  6d.  per  qr.  on  the  week.  Edin- 
burgh was  Is.  to  2s.  per  qr.  cheaper,  and  Glasgow  fid.  to 
9d.  per  boll  down.  Too  little  Irish  wheat  was  offering' 
at  Dublin  to  lower  prices,  but  foreign  samples  were  in 
favour  of  buyers. 

On  the  second  Monday  there  was  a  fair  supply  of 
English  samples,  and  another  heavy  arrival  of  foreign. 
The  show  of  fresh  samples  during  the  morning  on  the 
Essex  and  Kentish  stands  was  limited,  yet  business  kept 
dull  at  last  week's  currency.  The  large  foreign  supply,  con- 
sisting mostly  of  American  qualities,  then  were  Is.  per  qr. 
ekeaper  to  sell,  and  other  descriptions,  had  they  heea 
forced,  were  quite  as  much  down.  With  large  arrivals  off 
the  coasts,  there  was  a  better  demand  for  floating  cargoes 
at  the  previous  week's  quotations.  This  week  was  a  quiet 
one  in  the  country,  with  very  little  change  of  valoei. 
Some  places  experienced  an  improved  demand;  among 
them  were  Boston,  Gainsborough,  Market  Harboronglii 
and  Uppingham,  while  Wakefield  and  a  few  other  markets 
noted  an  advance  of  Is.,  but  Bury  St.  Edmunds  was  Is. 
lower,  and  others  tended  to  decline.  Liverpool,  afier 
losing  2d.  per  cental  value  on  Tuesday,  recover^  on  the 
following  market.  In  Scotland  prices  were  mach  the 
same  as  at  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh.  More  firmness  was 
evinced  at  Dublin,  both  in  foreign  and  home  grown 
samples. 

On  the  third  week  there  were  increased  arrivals,  both 
English  and  foreign,  yet  the  better  accounta  from  the 
country  as  well  as  a  foreign  inquiry  disposed  some  heixas 
to  ask  Is.  more,  which  was  occasionally  paid,  bnt 
eventually  the  market  had  a  duller  aspect  and  no  general 
advance  was  quoted.  The  foreign  trade  found  some  clear- 
ance of  inferior  samples  for  export  at  fiiU  prices,  hot 
there  was  no  improvement  on  the  higher  sorts.  Floatins 
cargoes  went  off  quietly  without  change  of  valoei. 
Country  advices  this  week  were  more  decidedly  improred. 
Spalding,  Market  Harborongh,  Rugby,  Lynn,  Stocktoo, 
Manchester,  Hull,  Leeds,  Rotherham,  Newark,  and  Salis- 
bury were  all  up  Is.  per  qr. ;  Sleaford,  Melton  Mowbraj, 
Louth,  Thirsk,  Birmingham,  and  Newcastle  were  all  np 
Is.  to  2s.,  and  Doncaster  still  more.  At  Glasgow  and 
Edinburgh  the  improvement  was  Is.  per  qr.,  with  a 
moderate  sale.  The  Irish  markets  again  evinced  more 
firmness,  with  prices  rather  against  buyers. 

On  the  fourth  Monday  there  was  a  fidr  sopply  of 
English  wheat,  and  a  good  arrival  of  fweign,  in  abost 
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eqiul  proportiooB  between  Roasia  and  America.  The 
morniog's  ihow  from  the  near  counties  was  small,  and  as 
lereral  of  the  country  markets  were  dearer,  and  the  de- 
mand for  HoUaud  and  Belgium  was  moderately  kept  up, 
nles  were  made  with  greater  fEicility  at  the  fuU  prices  of 
the  prerious  Monday.  The  foreign  trade  also  had  more 
life  in  it  by  a  count^  demand  as  well  as  from  the  conti- 
nent, but  sales  were  not  free  enough  to  establish  a  general 
adrance. 

TbearriTsls  in  London  during  the  four  weeks  were 
49,567  qrs.  English,  169,610  qrs.  foreign,  against  27,283 
qn.  English,  154,532  qrs.  foreign  in  1869.  The  imports 
for  foar  weeks  into  the  kingdom  to  17th  September  were 
2,876,685  cwt  wheat,  872,910  cwt.  flour.  The  exports 
from  London  were  16,957  qrs.  wheat,  47,512  cwt.  flour. 
The  London  averages  commenced  at  52s.  2d.,  and  closed 
at  483.  2d.  The  general  averages  began  at  51s.  3d.  and 
ended  469.  6d. 

The  country  flour  trade  has  very  little  varied,  but  sales 
hare  been  more  or  less  free,  as  the  state  of  the  wheat 
trade  was  known.  Norfolks  have  all  along  been  quoted 
35s.,  with  the  higher  qualities  up  to  398.  Barrels  have 
rather  hsrdened  in  value,  the  finest  being  worth  about 
263.  Town  millers  lowered  the  top  price  on  the  19th  to 
47s.,  after  it  had  stood  at  50s.  for  a  month.  The  last 
qnotations  from  Paris  for  the  eight  marks  was  48s.  2d., 
bat  our  communications  have  been  cut  off,  and  promise 
to  remain  so  during  this  fearful  war.  The  imports  into 
London  for  four  weeks  were  104,112  sacks  English, 
56,767  sacks  51,818  barrels  foreign;  against  76,593  sacks 
Eoglish,  14,939  sacks  64,059  barrels  foreign  for  the  same 
period  last  year. 

Without  very  heavy  supplies  of  maize,  we  have  had 
falling  markets,  the  decline  for  two  weeks  having  been 
2i.,  and  since  then  prices  were  rather  in  buyers'  favour ; 
bat  with  the  low  vfdues  now  realized,  say  29s.  for  yellow 
and  30s.  to  31s.  for  white,  we  rather  expect  a  revival  than 
otherwise  as  the  winter  approaches.  The  imports  into 
London  for  four  weeks  were  51,828  qrs.  against  41,570 
qrs.  in  1869. 

Oar  supplies  of  malting  barley  have  hitherto  been  very 
small,  and  few  really  fine  samples  have  been  among  them. 
Such  always  have  gone  off  at  full  rates,  but  the  value  of 
the  balk  has  seldom  been  over  38s.  to  40s.  When  the 
•eason  is  fiairly  on  we  think  it  probable  rather  more  will 
be  paid  for  extra  sorts.  Fortunately  Scotland  has  again 
some  fine,  weighing  581bs.  per  bushel,  which  is  likely 
^ways  to  command  a  sale.  £ven  the  best  heavy  foreign 
has  lately  rather  improved;  and,  with  only  moderate 
^applies  of  grinding,  the  demand  has  increased,  fair  501b. 
being  worth  fully  26s.  per  qr.  ;  but,  while  oats  and  maize 
keep  low,  there  cannot  be  much  advance.  The  imports 
into  London  for  four  weeks  were  5,204  qrs.  British, 
18,931  qrs.  foreign;  against  7,871  qrs.  British,  20,759 
qn.  foreign  in  1869. 

The  malt  trade  has  been  dull  all  through  the  month, 
*ith  prices  declining,  say  Is.  to  ^s.  per  qr.,  with  more 
desire  to  sell  old  stocks,  as  the  new  samples  hitherto  have 
been  good. 

Oar  supplies  of  foreign  oats  have  again  been  large,  and 
principally  from  Russia,  the  blockade  of  the  Prussian 
porta  cutting  off  arrivals  thence  ;  but  the  French  demand 
tearing  greatly  fallen  off,  there  has  been  more  than 
ordinary  consumption  could  take  off,  and  a  consequent 
farther  decline  in  prices  of  Is.  to  2s.  per  qr.  This  has 
brought  rates  down  to  a  very  moderate  scale,  381b.  Russian 
being  worth  only  18s.  6s.  to  19s.  6d.,  according  to  condi- 
tion, and  fine  401b.  23s.  per  qr. ;  but  the  higher  the 
weight  the  more  diflicult  are  they  to  procure,  and  we 
cannot  help  thinking  that,  though  the  French  blockade  is 
now  withdirawi),  present  prices  will  not  encourage  ship- 
ments from  tlae  Baltic  ports.    It  is  worthy  of  note  alto 


that,  weight  for  weight,  oats  are  now  cheaper  than  hay, 
and  so  it  seems  improbable  that  there  will  be  much  further 
decline.  With  this  war  prolonged,  agriculture  must  suffer, 
not  only  in  France  but  Germany,  and  some  future  day 
we  may  see  quite  a  reaction,  as  our  own  crop  has  been 
scanty.  The  imports  into  London  for  four  weeks  were 
6,118  qrs.  English,  95  qrs.  Scotch,  316,912  qrs.  foreign  ; 
against  11,933  qrs.  English,  1,200  qrs.  Irish,  161,576  qrs. 
foreign  in  1869.  The  exports  this  month  were  80,647 
qrs.,  against  199,730  qrs.  in  the  five  weeks  of  August. 

Since  the  arrival  of  new  beans  at  market,  and  the  great 
fall  in  maize,  this  pulse  has  been  dull  and  declining,  say 
to  the  extent  of  3s.  per  qr.,  during  the  four  weeks.  New 
ticks  and  Mazagans  are  hardly  worth  more  than  35s.,  old 
38s.  to  39s.,  Sicilian  the  same.  The  decline,  however,  on 
the  fourth  market  ceased ;  and,  with  a  very  deficient  crop 
this  year,  we  don't  expect  ikrmers  at  these  prices  will 
send  up  except  very  sparingly.  The  imports  into  London 
for  four  weeks  were  2,219  qrs.  English,  3,890  qrs.  foreign  ; 
against  1,645  qrs.  English,  10,967  qrs.  foreign  in  1869. 

Peas  have  also  cheapened,  but  not  to  the  same  extent ; 
but  inferior  white,  of  which  there  is  plenty,  have  been 
very  difficult  to  place,  even  at  34s.  ;  while  the  better 
qualities  have  been  worth  fully  38s.  Some  shipments  were 
lately  made  to  France,  but  the  demand  has  since  fallen  off. 
They  can  hardly  be  cheaper,  but  we  see  no  chance  of  an 
immediate  rise.  The  imports  into  London  for  four  weeks 
were  1,993  qrs.  English.  7,849  qrs.  foreign;  against 
2,068  qrs.  English,  4,162  qrs.  foreign  in  1869. 

Linseed  has  been  steady  all  through  the  month,  and 
cakes  have  sold  well  for  the  want  of  grass.  But  little 
new  cloverseed  has  yet  appeared;  old  has  been  firm. 
New  tares  have  declined  to  10s.  to  lis.  per  bushel. 

OUBRBNT  PBIOBS  OF  BRITISH  GRAIN  AND  FLOUR 
IN  MARK  LANE. 

BhUllaga  per  Qfuutar 

WHEAT,  new,  Essex  and  Kent,  white 49  to  61 

t,  ti         red 46  47 

Norfolk,  Linclnah.,  and  Yorkah.,  red 45  47 

BARLEY SO  to  84 Ohevalier  (nominal)  86  42 

Grinding 80      81 DistiUing 86  88 

MALT  (nominal),  Esaez,  Norfolk,  and  Snfiblk 61  69 

Kingston,  Ware,  and  town-made ei  69 

Brown 4%  55 

RYE 86  88 

OATS,  English,  feed  21  to  28 Potato 26  82 

Bootoh,  feed 00     00 Potato 00  00 

Irish,  feed,  white  19      22 Fine 23  26 

Ditto,  black 19      21 Potato. 24  28 

BBANSfMaaagan  ...87      40 Ticks 87  40 

Harrow 40      44 Pigeon 44  48 

PBAS^hite,  boilera.86      89Maplo  41  to  42Qre7,new  86  87 

FLOuR,  per  sack  of  28Olb0.,Town,  Honsehold8.nom.  43  47 

Coontry.on  shore 86  to  87       „  33  89 

Norfolk  and  SniTolk,  on  shore 88  86 

FOREIGN  GRAIN. 

WHEAT,  Dantric, mixed ......61  to 62....^IexSi.!!!!.^Mto68 

KSnlgsberg 60      61 extra.....  62  64 

Rostock 48      60 fine 61  63 

Bilesian,  red 47      49 white....  49  61 

Pomera.,  Meokberg.,  and  Uokermrk.  ...red 49  61 

Rnaaian,  hard,  41  to  42. . .  St .  Peteraburg  and  Riga  43  46 

Danish  and  Holatein,  red  46    49 American  46  48 

French,  none Rhine  and  Beljgriam 00  00 

Chilian,  white  64...  Califomian  64  ...  Anatralian  66  68 

BARLBY,  grinding  26  to  28.... distilling  and  malting  81  86 

OATS,  Dutch,  brewing  and  Polanda  21  to  28. feed  10  22 

Danish  and  Swedish,  feed  20  to  28....  Btralannd...  20  28 

Canada  18  to 20,  Riga  10  to  20,  Aroh.  19  to 20,  P'sbg.  20  23 

TARES,  Spring,  per  qr small  00    00 large  00  00 

BEANS,  Friesland  and  Holstein 43  44 

Kdnigsberg 89  to  42...Bg7ptiaii 88  40 

PEAS,  feeding  and  maple...SS      86...fine  boilen 87  88 

INDIAN  CORN,  white 28      8l...yeUow 28  29 

FLOUR,  per  sack,  Frenoh..40      42...8pani8h,  p.  sack  00  00 

American,  per  brl 22      23...extra  andd'bla.  24  26 

IMPEBIAL    AYEBAGfiS. 
For  the  week  ended  Sept.  17, 1870. 

Wheat 01,81U  qrs.      46b.    6d. 

Barley S4,441l    „         86s.    4d. 


Oats, 


f  •••MHt  Nt  ••••••  tit  •••  Ht  t.t 


4,741 


2Sb.    Od. 
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OOMPABATIYB    AYXBAOEB. 


WUKAT. 
Ton.    Qn.        s.  d. 

XoOw...  wlfWIVT  •»•  SW       9 

1867...  64,0261 ...  62  11 
1868...  91.0761  ...64  4 
1869...  67,6931  ...  60  6 
1870...  91,811i  ...  46    e 


BABLBY. 

Qn.        s.  d. 
ll,477i  ...  87  10 

8,038   ...  40  7 

26.266   ...  44  0 

6,394    ...  38  3 

24,4411  ...  86  4 


OATS. 

Qn.       s.  d. 

S,284iM.M  1 

S,Ul{...17  0 

4,006    ...8S  6 

8.391  r... 26  6 

4.7491  ...23  0 


AVEBAGES 


Fob  tk«  pabi  Six 

WxsKB : 

Aug.    13.  1870 

Auff.   20,  1870 

Aug.   27.  1870...............M. 

Bopt.     S.  1870.......M.M.....I 

Sept.   10,  1870 

Sept.   17,  1870 

Aggregmte  of  the  abore  ... 
The  same  week  in  1869. 


Wheat 
B.    d. 

rx- 

64    10 

82    11 

64     7 

88     6 

61     9 

86     8 

49      1 

86     S 

48      1 

36      8 

46      6 

86     4 

60      0 

85     S 

60      6 

88     3 

FLUCTUATIONS  in  the  AVERAGE  PRICE  of  WHEAT. 


Pbicb. 

Aug.  13.  Aug.  20. 

Aug.  27. 

Sept.  3. 

Sept.  10. 

Sept.  17. 

64b.  lOd. 
64b.  7d. 
6lB.  3d. 
49b.  Id. 
48s.  Id. 
46s.  6d. 

:  :  :  :  : 
:  :  :  :      : 

... 

... 

... 

„.  L 

»•• 

...  L 

••• 

L 

Ml 

BRITISH  BBEDB. 
l£u8CAu>,  perbQBh.,brown  13b.  to  14b.,  whit«     9s.k>  lOs. 

Oajtabt,  per  qr 628.    66s. 

OLOTBBBBBD.now  rod 80b,    92s. 

Oobiajtobb.  per  owt 21b.    22b. 

Tabbs.  winter,  new,  per  bnehel 9s.    IOj. 

Tbbvoil,  new 21b.    2Sb. 

Btbobabb,  per  qr 28a.    30s. 

LnrsBBD,  per  qr..  sowing  CSs.to 70b.,  crashing    67b.    628. 

LnrsBBS  Oakbb,  per  ton  £11  16b.  to  £12  lOs. 

Rapbsbbd,  per  qr 70a.    72b. 

Rapb  GAKB.perton £5  IDs.  Od.  to  £6  58.  Od. 

FOREIGN  SEEDS. 

OoBXAvniB.  per  cwt 2l8.to220. 

Gabbawat       „       new 3Ia.    328. 

Oi^TBBSBBD.  red  51s.  to61s., white    68b.    728. 

Hbicpsbbd.  small  428.  to  43s.  per  qr.... Dutch    468.    438. 

Tbbvoxl 218.    228. 

BTBOBA88.  per  qr  238.    SOs. 

LxvsBBD.  per  qr..  Baltic  66s.  to  61s... Bombay    6l8.    628. 

LxvBBBD  OAXxa,  per  ton £11  ISa.  to£12  lOs. 

Ravb  OAXB.pertcn £5  lOs.  Od.  to  £6  68.  Od. 

Baybbbbd.  Dutch 68s.    70^. 

HOP  MARKET. 

Weald  of  Kent £3    5  £3  16  £4  10 

Mid  and  East  Kents   4    0  5    6  7    0 

Sussex 3    0  3  10  8  16 

Famham  and  Coantry    ...       4  10  5    6  6    G 

Olds 1    0  115  2  10 

POTATO  MARKETS. 
BOROUGH  AND  SPITALFIELDS. 

EnglishShaws 70s.  to    SOs.  per  ton. 

„      Regents SOs.  to  100s.      „ 

„      Rocks 40s.  to    60s.      „ 


PBIOES  of  BUTTBE,  CHEESE.  HAMS.  Ac. 

BUTTER,  per  cwt.  t  s.  b. 

Dorset 146  to  160 

Friesland  130  13i 

Jersey 100  124 

Fbbsh.  per  doB.  ...  14  19 
BAOON,  per  cwt  t 

Wiltshire,  green...  74  78 

Irish,  f.o.b 74  78 


OHBBSB.  per  cwt. :    s.       s. 

Cheshire,  new 64  to  84 

Dble.  Gloucester...  60  72 

Cheddar,  old 72  90 

American 60  08 

HAMS:  York 108  112 

Cumberland 102  112 

Irish  106  114 


POULTRY,  &c.,  MARKETS.— Turkeys,  4a.  to  78. ;  Geese. 
4«.  to  8s. ;  Ducks.  Is.  6d.  to  3s. ;  Surrey  Fowls.  2s.  6d.  to  5s. 
6d. ;  Sussex  ditto.  2s.  to  Ss. ;  Boston  and  Essex.  Is.  6d.  to  3s. ; 
Irish.  Is.  to  28. ;  RabbiU,  tame  Is.  to  Ss. ;  Pigeons.  4d.  to  Od. ; 
Partridges.  Gd.  to  Is.  6d. ;  Hares.  Is.  6d.  to  Ss.  6d. ;  white 
Scotch,  Is.  Od.    Eggs,  best,  lOs.  per  120. 

IXJNDON  CUEESE  MARKET.  Sept.  22.-*Since  our 
last  report  there  has  been  a  moderate  but  steady  demand  tot 
the  best  descriptions  of  Cheese.  We  have,  liowever.  found 
hnjen  more  thsi^  nwRUy  di«caH  to  please,  especially  in  the 


qaestion  of  flaronr.  The  nipplj  of  nally  dean  Cheew  (witk 
quality)  seems  eioeptionallT  small,  and  good  prices  can  be 
made  of  this  article  (whether  English  or  foreign)  when  ob- 
tained. Firm,  sound,  handsome  lamps  are  wanted.  Tender- 
edged,  eraeked,  or  soft,  bolgy  Cheese  are  afoided  by  seariy  al 
boyers,  even  though  offered  at  low  priees.  Inferior  qvAlities 
of  all  kinds  are  at  present  almost  unsaleable.  SeoUh  Qieddar 
of  prime  qnali^  and  flaTOor  are  moderately  saleable  at  aboait 
eSs.  to  72s.  Swedish  ditto  ^t  about  64b.  to  68s.  American 
Cheese  are  in  good  supply,  and  rather  slow  defloand  at  priees 
TBXjing  from  about  52s.  to  66s.  Some  of  the  primest  Factory 
Dairies  show  more  or  less  the  effects  of  heat.  The  arrivals 
reported  rioce  last  Thursday  are  37,097  boies. — Ookdesot 
AST)  Co.,  Mill  Lane,  Tooley  Street. 

CHICORY. 

IiONDON,  Batumday,  Sept.  24. 

There  haa  been  a  moderate  inquiry,  at  about  late  rataa. 

DnLxmABLi  FBox  Whaxv  nr  B^oa.  nzcLVBXTa  ow  Drrr. 

Harlingen   ...£11    Ok>£ll  16  I  Antwerp  ....«  0    Olo  £0  6 

Bmges 1110       12    6  |  Hamborgh  ..    0   0  0  9 

BARK  AND  TANNINO  MATERIALS. 


LONDON,  Batvibat,  Sept.  24. 
£   S.  £  s. 


gngHsh.  psr  losd   of 

U  owidsUTwsd  In 

London U  lOtoU  0 

Oopploo 0  0     0   0 

I>iitoh,porton.... B  0     S  to 

Hsmbro' BO     5  10 

AntwwpTrso SO     S  10 

I>o.Oop|»io« 5   0     S   0 

FrsBOh 0   0     0    0 

WiwoBS  Ohoppsd .........  8  0 

Do.  OroQiul...............  7  IS 


s  Oto?  t 
9  e  ID  I 
u  0  i;  e 

IS    0    14  » 

9  e  u  t 


Do.Lonir.. 


Trse.Bsrti 
Do.  Barnlmsn 

Vsloolft.  Smjnia ... 
Do.  Osmate ......... 

Do.  KorsB.......... 

Terra  Japooiaa:— 
a«nbterlBbaiM.^MU   S  • 

DlttofTMoabM IB   e  a  • 

Catoh,bMtPeca    ..  91   C  91  W 

8  17  DtTl  DlTl U    e   U  M 

9  0|KyTBbOUiM    10   e   IT  I 


7  0     7  lOifluiiiMb.Blell]r.p.ewt.  m   0  U  i 


Hemp.  Petsrsbarah 
oloan,  par  ton  n 

Oatahoi 80 

EBlf-Olera  .. » 


Smfllm 


FLAX,   &c. 

£  M.       £     M, 

Ooiijmm. 
as  OtoSllO     Junk 

so   0      0   0     FIbf* 

0      0    0  FlacBlga 
H  0     0  0— 

fiS    0     85    0, 

16   0     MO         . 

It  0    n  lol  SnrpfciAB 


ENGLISH  WOOL  MARKET. 
GuaaivT  Pbicbs  op  EaeiiBK  Wool. 

Flbbcbs— Sonthdown  hoga  per  lb. 

Half-bred  ditto , 

Kent  fleeoea „ 

Bonthdown  ewea  and  wallien ...    „ 
Leicester  ditto  „ 

8obt»— Clothing,  picklock „ 

Prime „ 

Choice I, 

Super  „ 

Combing,  wether  mat „ 

Picklock „ 

Common „ 

Hog  mat^^hing „ 

Picklock  matching „ 

Bnper  ditto     „ 


a.  d.  s.  <L  , 
1  0  tol  1  I 
12        IS 


1     It 

0  10 

1  1 
1  4 
1    t\ 


1   tk 

1    Oi 

0  11 

1  4 

1  04 

0  11 


I  3 

on  I 
I  l\  I 

1   4i 

1   i     ' 

1  H  I 

1  S| 

oiU  ' 

1  **  , 

1  \ 


PRICB  OURBBNT  OF  QUANO,  Ac. 
a  Ottsao  direct  from  the  Importwa'  ■tores,  £14  p«r  loo. 
.  £7  Ob.  to  £7  ISt.  per  too. 
AalmslOharooel  (70  per  cent.  Phosphate)  £5  per  ton. 
OoproUte,  Oembridae,  whole  £3.  groond  £s  lOi.  per  tan. 


BolIbUL  whole  £a  lOe..  ffroond  £3. 
r.  Soda,  £15  Ifia.  to  £1S  Ss.  par  ton. 


Vltrataof  8oda,iL 

OTp«a2n,£l  10b.   Buperpboephateaof  Lline,£saa.to£Sis.B«rti 
8nU>liario  Aold.  oonoentrated  ISIS  Id.  per  lb.,  brawn  1*719  P«d. 
gulphateof  Ammonia  £iS  0^  to  £17  lOa.   Salt  (tn  Loodao)  9S«.  pw  tcs. 
Blood  lUnare,  £S  Sa.to  £7  10b.  DIaaolTed  Bon«e,£7  Sa.  per  ton 
Tilnieed  Oakea,  best  Amertcaa  brL  £1S  Ob.  to  £19  lOa,  h*s  £11  to  <'-2 

Us.    Knfflisb  £0.   HaraeiUea,  £0  per  Uw. 
Cotton  deed  (Sfcke,£0  Ob.  to  £•  Ob.  per  Um. 

B.  Pvasaa,  London  ICannre  Oonmany, 

116,  Fenohareh  8a«ei.K.C. 


aaaao.  PeraTlaa  £18  17  S  to£0  0  o;OofeBd.OBfca,daaor£7  10  o  to£i  e  i 

Bone  Ash 6  15  0        0   0  0  Clovanaad.  K.Am. 

Phosphate  of  LlineO    12        0   0  0.    rad.BawperowtjS  oo       »  ^f 

Lbueed  Cake,  per  ton—  iVfgar ..a   7  0       8-^ 

Amer..thiii.  bga.ll  10  0       11  15  Oliriftr.of  Boda,p.ot.O  US       «  M 

Llnsd.Bomb]r,p.qr.S  10  0        SO  0  Oermaa  KatnSt. 0  0  0       <•  •  * 

BapeBeed.Chaserat  8   S  0        8    4  0  Tallow,  let  P.T.0. 16  0       (>   '  f 
Cottonseed.BKn>t.O  0  0       0  0  o!   .,  snper.Voctlw a  SO       i  i* 

8A1CUJBL  DOWNBS  avo  CO^  General  Broken, 
No.  7,  llie  Albanj,  LiTOrpooL 


▲pUmltaralOhemioalWorks,! 
Prantloe'B  Oereal  Kannre  for  Com  Orcfps 
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PLATE   111. 
A     DOESET     EAM. 

THE  PaOPERTY  OF  MR.  HENRT  MATO^  OP  COKSRS  PROHS,  DORCHESTER. 


This  nm,  bred  by  Mr.  Mayo,  took  the  first  prize  of 
£20  as  the  best  yearling  ram  in  the  Somerset  and  Dorset 
horn  class  at  the  Taanton  Meeting  of  the  Bath  and  West 
of  England  Society  and  Southern  Coanties  Association  in 
June  last ;  and  the  first  prize  of  £20  in  the  shearling  class 
of  Donets  at  the  Oxford  Meeting  of  the  Royal  Agricul- 
taraJ  Society  of  England  in  July.  These  are  the  only 
two  occasions  on  which  he  has  been  exhibited. 

At  Taanton  we  said :  "  The  strong  point  of  the  Taunton 
Meeting  is  no  question  the  capital  entry  of  Somerset  and 
Dorset  Horned  sheep,  where  in  every  way  some  praise- 
worthy  progress  is  observable.  Indeed,  those  who  know 
the  breed  beat  were  by  no  means  prepared  for  the  extra- 
ordinary improvement  shown  in  these  sheep.  So  long  as 
tbey  managed  to  get  a  bit  of  fat  on  the  loin  and  to  have 
them  ready  early  as  house-lamb,  little  more  was  sought 
after.  Now,  however,  they  unite  more  size  with  more 
symmetry,  set  off  as  they  are  by  those  grand  curling  horns ; 
and  at  Oxford,  if  we  may  augur  from  this  home-show,  the 
Doraeta  and  Somersets  will  well  maintain  their  right  to 
that  distinction  as  a  breed  which  the  Royal  Society  has  at 
length  accorded  them  in  the  arrangement  of  the  classes. 
Noticeably  enough,  at  Southampton  last  year,  although 
as  liAndy^  there  were  not  in  all  a  dozen  entries  of  these 
sheep,  whereas  at  Taunton  there  were  upwards  of  twenty 
shearling  rams  in  competition,  with  numerous  commenda- 
tiona  appended  to  the  actual  awards.  Mr.  Henry  Mayo, 
who  has  given  much  attention  to  his  flock,  clearly  under- 
stands not  merely  how  to  breed  a  sheep,  but  how  to  show 
him;  and  his  rams  were  very  artistically  turned  out.  Smart, 
however,  as  is  the  winning  shearling,  Mr.  Herbert 
Farthing's  second  was  almost  equally  good ;  and  in  the 
smaller  class  of  old  rams,  a  sheep  from  Nether  Stowey  of 
fine  character  and  size  had  a  long  way  the  best  of  it. 
Tbere  was  a  time  when  Mr.  Danger  was  altogether  too 
ttron^  for  hit  friends  and  neighbonrs,  but  his  flook  now 
W  ^A^e  hands  of  Mr.  Bond  can  reach  no  higheif  thu 


seconds  or  commendations."  Again,  at  Oxford,  we 
said :  "  The  Dorset  men  offered  a  very  poor  front  for 
their  special  classes,  there  being  in  all  only  a  dozen  entries 
against  thirty  at  Taunton.  The  same  sheep  were  here 
pretty  much  in  the  same  pkces,  although  it  was  dis- 
covered when  too  late  to  tutor  the  judges,  that  Mr.  Mayo's 
otherwise  big,  useful  shearling  had  black  eyes  instead  of 
white,  and  that  his  horns  were  not  nearly  so  well  curled 
as  they  should  have  been.  And  here  of  course  arises 
the  question  as  to  the  judges  duly  appointed  being  quite 
up  to  this  branch  of  their  business  ?" 

In  the  West  of  England  Society's  own  report,  pub- 
lished some  time  subsequently  to  either  of  our  own,  Mr. 
Henry  Fookes,  as  a  sheep  Steward,  says  that  at  Taunton, 
"  Of  Somerset  and  Dorset  horns  there  never  on  any  previous 
occasion  had  been  such  an  exhibition  in  England;  In  the 
yearling  ram  class,  twenty 'One  entries,  Mr.  H.  Mayo  took 
the  lead  with  a  sheep  of  wonderful  quality,  with  good 
back  and  loins,  and  of  great  girth,  but  not  considered 
'  quite  correct '  in  his  head  and  horns,  in  which  latter 
qualities  he  was  surpassed  by  Mr.  Herbert  Farthing's 
second  prize  animal,  which  lacked  the  fine  touch  of  the 
premier  ram."  The  judges  of  the  Royal  Show  at  Oxford 
report  that  "  the  Dorssts  were  few  in  number,  but  gene- 
rally good  in  quality ;  the  first  prize  ram  and  the  first 
prize  pen  of  ewes  being  especially  meritorious."  The 
judges  of  the  homed  sheep  at  Taunton  were  Messrs.  F. 
Budd,  Hatchwarren,  Basingstoke,  and  Mr.  H.  Woods, 
Merton,  Norfolk  ;  and  at  Oxford  Messrs.  W.  B.  Canning, 
Elston,  Devizes ;  R.  J.  Newton,  Campsfield,  Woodstock ; 
and  H.  ThurnaD,  Royston,  Herts — not  one  of  whom,  we 
believe,  is  a  breeder  of  Dorsets ;  so  that  if  they  did  go 
wrong  o\'er  the  eyes  and  horns  this  is  scarcely  to  be 
wondered  at. 

The  peculiar  merit  of  the  Dorset  sheep  is  their  drop- 
ping lambs  as  early  as  September,  and  these  being  fiittened 
fiHT  the  Iiondon  markft  xMliM  capital  priois  abont  Christ. 
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HUM  time.  Mr.  Turner  says :  "  The  kmbB  are  confined 
in  small  pens,  fire  or  six  together,  and,  after  being 
suckled  in  the  morning,  the  ewes  are  turned  away  to  a 
pieee  of  sheltered  grass,  on  which  they  hare  tnndps  and 
hay  given  to  them.  About  the  middle  of  the  day  the 
ewes  are  brought  back  again  to  their  lambs  for  an  hour, 
after  which  they  are  again  turned  out  for  the  afternoon, 
and  on  their  return  they  remain  with  the  lambs  all  night. 
Any  ewes  which  have  had  their  lambs  sold  are  brought  in 
between  the  meals  and  held  whibt  other  lambs  suck  them. 


Thus,  by  keeping  the  ewei  well  fed  and  the  building  eba 
and  healthy,  the  lambs  thrire  rapidly." 

The  Dorsets  have  been  very  mnsh  improTed  of  lite, 
daring  which  time  Mr.  Mayo's  floek  has  ben  oitahMed 
— ^now  aboat  eleven  years  aince.  He  does  not  coniida  tke 
mutton  is  quite  equal  to  the  Southdown  or  Exmoor;  but 
he  thinks  it  very  superior  to  any  of  the  longwooli,  and  ik 
to  many  of  the  Hampshires.  No  breed,  of  coune,  willluib 
so  early,  and  when  crossed  with  a  Sussex  ram,  the  \tak, 
he  says,  are  second  to  none,  the  quality  b^ng  lo  good. 


PLATE    IV. 

THE     STAFF. 


The  Colonel  is  beating  the  other  side  of  the  hill,  which 
would  look  to  be  a  likely  place  for  rabbits,  if,  as  the 
tenant  says,  it  don't  carry  much  other  kind  of  crop.  The 


group  smacks  a  good  deal  of  Ansdell,  the  grey  gVFia 
more  especially. 


WHAT    WE    POUB    INTO    THE    SEA. 

BT    CUTHBEBT    W.    iOESaOV,    P.B.8. ' 


The  amount  of  organic  matters  which  are  incessantly 
pouring  into  the  sea,  through  our  countless  streams,  we 
are  not  wont  to  regard  with  desirable  attention.  These 
finely  separated  organic  substances  are  the  riehest  portions 
of  our  soils.  They  may  be  usefully  divided  into  two 
great  classes :  First,  those  matters  which  are  conveyed  to 
the  sea  in  the  streams  of  which  they  naturally  form  a 
portion,  and,  secondly,  those  substances  which  owe  their 
presence  to  the  operations  of  mankind.  Over  the  first 
great  class  which  includes  the  foreign  matters  contained 
in  surface  drainage  and  springs,  we  have  not  much  power 
to  reduce  the  amount,  although  even  there  something  con- 
siderable is  to  be  accomplished.  Thus,  in  our  warping 
operations,  and  even  in  some  of  our  water  meads,  where 
the  bright  spring-water  is  employed  as  soon  as  it  issues 
from  the  earth,  portions  of  the  earthy  and  other  matters 
of  the  water  are  abstracted  by  subsidence  or  by  the  grasses. 

It  is  not,  however,  so  much  what  man  abttraeU  from 
the  drainage  waters  of  the  earth  that  is  most  worthy 
of  our  attention,  but  what  he  addt  to,  and  thereby  pol- 
lutes those  streams,  and  thus  impoverishes  our  soils  with 
increased  rapidity;  and,  unfortunately,  he  does  this;  cer- 
tainly until  very  lately,  with  reckless  indifference.  Indeed, 
if  this  fouling  of  the  waters  did  not  create  a  nuisance — 
did  not  cause  the  waters  to  become  offensive  and  even 
poison  the  fish,  nothing  would  perhaps  have  been  at- 
tempted by  public  authorities  to  stay  the  enormous  im- 
poverishing drain  Ujpon  our  land  to  which  I  allude.  When, 
however,  courts  of  equity  interposed,  and  constituted 
authorities  began  to  awaken  from  their  torpor,  aneyr  light 
began  to  dawn  gradually  upon  those  commissioners.  An 
inquiry  was  by  slow  degrees  commenoed  as  to  the  vslue 
of  the  fertilising  matters  hitherto  flowing  by  the  rivers 
into  the  sea.  Calculations  were  made,  and  it  was  then 
found  that  the  money  value  of  the  sewage  ponring  into 
the  great  waters  was  more  than  equal  to  that  of  the 
various  artificial  fertilizers  which  great  fleets  were  bearing 
to  rroair  this  vast  loss.  And  yet  how  vast  is  the  value 
of  those  fertibzers  may  be  seen  from  the  following  short 
table  of  the  weight  and  the  declared  value  of  A  tew  Bub- 
•tancei  unported  ia  the  year  1$09 ; 


Weight.  Valae. 

85,979  tons  ...  £600,019 

Qoano      810,010  tons  ...  2,640.983 

Cable  Fetre         .<,.    906,69i»  owt.  ...  703,055 

Oilcake     159,269  tons  ...  1,861,530 

If  we  inquire  as  to  the  value  of  the  sewsge  condBctd 
into  our  rivers,  we  have  abundant  evidence  of  its  im- 
portance. To  give  one  instance  of  the  amoimt  ind  nlv 
of  the  sewage  oondncted  into  the  Thames  by  the  hii 
aad  middle  levd  sewers  of  London  (Mr,  W,  Hope,  SoofU 
of  JrU,  March,  1870>  :  These  were  examined  byl^ 
fesBor  Way  and  Dr.  Odling.  Samples  were  taken  ti^. 
half-hour  day  and  night,  at  the  Wick  Lane  Station,  ^ 
208  days ;  they  were  mixed  together  at  regular  inteml^, 
and  repeated  analyses  were  sude.  The  resolt  wis  tJ 
show  an  average  of  about  8  gndna  «f  ammonia  to  'k 
gallon  of  dry  weather  sowace,  and  the  foHowiag  ttUt 
shows  the  quantitiea  passing  the  station  during  thit  period 
daring  dry  weather  only,  from  the  19th  of  Mardi  to  ti? 
7th  October,  1865.  The  daUy  average  being  27,43I,0Oj 
gaUons. 

GaDona. 

Sundays       ,    17.706,000 

Mondays      «7.877.000 

Tuesdays      89,514.000 

Wednesdan 80,187,000 

Thorsdays 29,487.000 

Fridays         25,293,000 

Saturdays     81.948,000 

In  rainy  weather,  during  the  same  period,  the  aref^ 
daUy  flow  increased  88,288,000  gallons,  the  average  icf 
each  day  being 

'  GaUoBi. 

Sundays       19^9,000 

Mondays      81,184^000 

Tuesdays      84,280,000 

Wednesdays 86,516.000 

Thwidj^ 88,562,000 

Fridays         40,12i000 

Saturdays     88,184^000 

Unfortunately,  added  Mr.  Hon?,  there  is  Mnaidcnto 
doubt  u  to  the  popoktioa  retur«N&t64  by  tiui  fio«i  «»^ 
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there  are  alio  one  or  two  dishubing  caoies  to  be  taken 
into  aeooont  whose  magnitude  eannot  be  defined;  but 
this  is  certainly  a  higher  per-eentage  of  ammonia,  and, 
therefore,  a  more  &7oarable  analTtii  than  previona  obaer- 
Tationi  led  one  to  expect,  and  it  muat  be  remembered 
that,  when  the  low  level  sewer  is  completed,  an  analyaia 
of  its  contents  may  be  expected  to  ahow  a  yerr  percep- 
tibly higher  per-eentage  of  ammonia,  owing  to  the  denser 
popolatioQ,  and  the  great  throng  of  bnsiness  men  of  all 
classes  ia  the  lower  parts  of  the  metropolis  during  the 
day,  many  of  whom  repreaent  a  temporaiy  addition  to 
even  the  total  population  eatimated  for,  aa  they  reside 
beyond  the  metropolitan  boundary  ^together.  Now,  the 
estimated  "  dry  weather  "  aewage  of  London  north  of  the 
Thames  ia  120,000,000  tone  per  annum,  while  that  por- 
tion of  the  rainfall  which  doea  not  eacape  into  theThamea 
and  the  Lee  higher  up  by  the  **  atorm  overflowa,"  but 
reachea  Barking,  can  hardly  be  leas  than  another  sixty  to 
eighty  millions  of  tona.  It  appears  impossible,  therefore, 
to  plsce  the  manurial  yalne  of  the  stream  with  which,  at 
a  cost  of  £100,000  or  £150,000  a-year,  the  Thames  is 
polluted  at  Barking  at  less  than  £1,000,000  per  annum, 
equal  to  about  8a.  8d^  per  head  of  the  popuhition.  And 
this  we  may  take  as  a  pretty  near  approach  to  the  unit 
of  yalne  in  estimating  the  yearly  worth  of  the  sewage  of 
a  given  popolation. 

1  have  giyen  this  analysis  of  the  contents  of  one  sec- 
tion of  the  drainage  matters  of  the  metropolis,  because 
that  is  the  most  popnloua  of  all  our  cities ;  but  the  organic 
matters  thoa  wasted  are  not  the  only  impurities  committed 
to  the  Thames.  The  towna  on  its  upper  portion,  as  &r 
Oxford,  and  those  like  Banbury  and  Newbury,  on  its 
tributary  streams,  aU  send  their  sewage  into  our  Queen 
of  Rivers.  It  is  moreover  to  be  remembered  that  a  very 
large  namber  of  our  populous  places  follow  the  example  of 
the  citizens  of  London,  and  commit  their  aewage,  either 
directly  or  by  some  river,  into  the  aea.  And,  again,  aa  I 
hare  before  atated,  there  ia  an  incessant  flow  of  organic 
matter  from  the  land  in  those  waters  which  have  not  been 
coQtaminated  by  man,  and  which  substances  may  com- 
monly be  reduced  in  amount  by  paaaing  the  water  over 
tbe  soil.  Let  ua  here  notice  the  result  of  some  of  thoae 
valuable  chemical  examinations  upon  which  I  have  in 
another  place  recently  dwelt.  The  warp  water  of  the 
Trent,  aa  it  flowed  on  the  land,  waa  found  by  Herepath  to 
hold  In  an  imperial  gallon  259  graina  of  foreign  matters ; 
after  resting  for  some  time,  it  then  held  as  it  flowed  off 
the  soil  only  49  grains  {Jour,  Boy.  Jg,  Soe.^  vol.  xi.,  p. 
100).  The  waters  of  the  great  rivers  of  the  earth  vary 
in  the  amout  of  their  impurities,  according  to  the  season 
of  the  year — such  as  the  water  of  the  NQe,  the  Miaaia- 
6ippi,andthe  Ganges.  Mr.  Everest  found  in  a  gallon  of 
the  water  of  the  Ganges  only  four  grains  of  insoluble 
matter  in  the  first  week  in  July,  but  232  grains  on  the 
8th  of  August.  The  mud  deposited  by  the  Ganges  and 
the  Nile  is  composed  chiefly  in  100  parts,  after  being 
driea,  of— 

The  Nile.  The  Ganges. 

Water      10.70        LOO 

Organic  matter 2.80        2.76 

Oxide  of  iron   13.66        6.00 

Silica       42.50        69.60 

Carbonate  of  lime    ...      3.86        6.60 

Alumina 24.26        7,32 

Magnesia 1.06 

The  water  of  the  Thames,  in  certain  states  of  the  rainfiUl, 
IS  as  impure  aa  any  qf  these.  After  all  its  inaolohle  nut- 
ters have  aubsided,  the  Thames  water  contains,  according 
to  Br.  Letheby,  about  28  grains  of  solid  matters  per 
gallon ;  the  water  of  the  Lea,  about  23  ;  that  of  the  Colne, 
21.3 ;  that  of  the  Trent,  60.16.  The  Thames  water  im- 
purities were  as  follows ; 


Oarbonateofliffle... 
Sulphate  of  lime  ... 
Sulphate  of  soda   ... 
Commom  salt 
Oxide  of  iron,  &C.... 

Silicic  acid    

Organic  matter    ... 


11.10 
4.78 

.48 
1.88 

.76 
1.00 
2.76 

22!76 


With  such  imporities  contained  in  their  waters,  we  need 
hardly  feel  surprised  at  the  good  effects  they  produce  when 
employed  in  irrigation,  but  we  may  reasonably  conclude 
that  much  more  will  yet  be  accomplished  in  that  way. 
The  water  of  our  lakes  is  far  more  pure,  but  still  even 
they  contain  matters  which  are  food  of  plants.  The 
waters  of  Looh  Katrine  contain  only  about  2  grains  of 
foreign  matters  in  a  gallon,  that  of  the  Bala  Lake  about 
5  grains ;  that  of  some  of  the  Cumberland  lakes  only 
a^nt  4  grains.  Three  of  these  waters  were  found  by 
Professor  Way  to  contain  in  grains  per  gallon : 

flaweswater.  Ulleswater.  Thirimere. 

Cabonateoflime 0.90  ...  1.46  ...  0.76 

M         magneaia...  0.36  ...  «0.4d  ...  0.29 

,,         soda 0.66  ...  0.40  ...  0.20 

Chlorides  of  soda  and 

potassium       0.40  ...  0.69  ...  0.77 

Sulphate  of  aoda       ...  0.90  ...  0.66  ...  0.78 

Oxide  of  iron,  ailica,&c.  0.26  ...  0.20  ...  0.05 

Organic  matter 0.62  ...  0.36  ...  0.77 


Total  soUd  matter      ...  3.99 


416    ...    3.61 


The  same  degree  of  purity  appears  to  belong  to  the  great 
lakes  of  the  Old  and  New  World.  In  the  American 
lakes,  the  greatest  of  all  collections  of  fresh  water,  the 
same  transparenoy  is  remarked. 

When  the  members  of  Boards  of  Health  and  other  cor- 
porations began  to  be  convinced  that  there  is  a  great 
money  value  in  the  sewage  of  a  town,  they  were  soon  en- 
tangled in  another  grave  inquiry,  into  which  they  were 
compelled  to  enter  by  injunctions  firom  Courts  of  Equity, 
viz.,  how  best  to  remove  from  the  sewage  its  most  noxious 
and  most  fertilizing  impurities,  so  as  to  render  it  admissi- 
ble into  the  a^joininff  stream.  It  was  now  that  a  bevy 
of  schemers  appeared,  each  provided  with  a  better  plan 
than  any  other  yet  known. 

Almost  all  those  gentlemen  rested  their  proposals  upon 
the  nse  of  some  chemical  substances,  which  precipitated 
the  grease  and  other  mechanically-suapended  impurities 
of  sewage,  but  had  hardly  any  effect  upon  its  chemically- 
combined  substances,  but  in  almost  every  case  added  to 
these  substances,  and  thus  still  left  the  sewage  iigurious 
to  the  fisheries  of  the  stream.  The  result,  therefore,  of 
all  this  class  of  schemes,  into  which  some  unhappy  cor- 
porations have  entered,  has  been  a  mere  waste  of  the 
ratepayers'  money.  They  were  the  results  of  very  im- 
perfoct  infonnation,  were  not  founded  upon  Dame  Na- 
ture's suggestions,  whieh  are  ever  the  wisest  and  moat 
seeore. 

Two  of  these  great  hinta  of  her  ladyship  have,  how- 
ever, been  successfully  adopted,  and  bid  fiair  to  be  gene- 
rally emploved  in  the  deodoriiation  of  sewage,  viz.,  1st. 
The  irrigation  system,  which,  I  take  it,  is  by  £ar  the  best 
in  deuMly-popnlated  districts;  and,  2ndly,  the  earth- 
closet  made,  adopted  aince  the  ereation  of  the  world,  by 
every  cat,  which  appears  to  be  only  suitable  to  small  ool- 
leotions  of  houses,  Danracka,  lunatie  asylums,  and  suuh 
oUier  public  institutions,  where  the  moat  systematic  re- 
moval and  renewal  of  the  earth  can  be  ensured.  On  a 
large  scale  the  nuisance  would  be  intolerable.  It  was  in 
vain  that  the  Parisians  struggled  on  upon  the  system  of  a 
daily  removal  of  the  excreta,  for  which  they  provided 
separate  reoeivon  fh>m  those  which  held  the  other  por- 
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tions  of  the  house  sewage.  They  for  some  time 
adhered  to  this  plan,  tempted  hj  the  considerable  soms 
of  money  paid  to  the  authorities  of  Paris  by  the  con- 
tractors, who  managedj  the  removal  of  these  in  the  most 
careful  manner,  but  they  were  compelled  at  last  to  aban- 
don the  system. 

We  are  then  to  examine,  2odly,  the  other  mode,  which 
appears  to  be  the  only  one  adapted  to  the  wants  of  large 
towns. 

It  is  too  frequently  ill-understood  what  those  re- 
quirements are.  With  most  persons,  the  contents  of  the 
water-closet  are  alone  regarded  ;  the  liquids  flowing  from 
the  sinks,  the  baths,  the  streets,  and  manufactories  which 
are  inadmissible  into  streams  are  deemed  of  no  consequence, 
or  if  at  all  thought  of,  are  to  have,  it  is  gravely  suggested, 
special  sewers,  constructed  for  their  use.  Now  it  is  cer- 
tain that  by  no  known  process  can  all  the  sewage  of  a 
large  town  be  so  well  and  so  profitably  provided  for  as  by 
the  irrigation  of  land — a  mode  which  is  not  only  to  be 
depended  upon  in  all  seasons,  but,  far  from  being  an 
expense,  is  profitable  to  the  town. 

At  Croydon,  where  I  reside,  we  have  two  farms  irri- 
gated with  sewage,  both  farms  we  chiefly  rent  at  about 
£10  per  acre — the  one  at  Beddington  (about  450  acres)  is 
sublet  for  the  present,  and  from  which,  therefore,  the  Board 
of  Health  derives  little  or  no  profit ;  but  the  smaller  farm 
at  Norwood  (about  36  acres),  which  is  on  the  London 
basin  clay  has  been  in  our  own  possession  since  Lady-day 
1868.  In  that  year  our  expenditure  for  labour  was  £114 
188. ;  the  receipts  for  the  grass,  &c.,  £918  18s.  In  the 
next  year,  1869,  the  expenses  for  labour  were  £264  18s. 
6d. ;  the  receipts  for  the  grass  and  othet  produce  of  the 
land  £742  9s. 

At  the  Lodge  Farm  at  Barking,  which  consists  of  207 
acres,  of  which  112|  acres  are  under  sewage,  the  balance 
in  the  year  ending  August  81,  1870,  of  the  valuations  and 
receipts  was  £1,232  Is.  6d.  in  favour  of  the  occupiers. 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  we  may  fairly  conclude 
with  Mr.  R.  Rawlinson,  when  at  the  meeting  at  the 
Society  of  A.rts,  after  referring  to  some  of  the  difficulties 
of  the  sewage  utilization,  he  remarked  that  "  There  are 
two  sides  to  the  sewage  shield,  as  to  most  others,  but  he 
believed,  nevertheless,  that  in  the  proper  application  of 
this  system  there  was  a  mine  of  wealth,  by  bringing  com- 
mon sense  to  bear,  and  avoiding  blunders  which  had 
already  been  committed.  On  the  other  hand,  in  many 
places  it  had  become  a  sheer  necessity  to  do  something  of 
this  sort,  in  order  to  avoid  poisoning  the  rivers,  and  would 
be  more  and  more  so  every  day.  The  man  who  could 
solidify  sewage  and  make  it  a  portable  manure,  could  in- 
vent perpetual  motion  and  square  the  circle.  The  most 
perfect  chemical  researches  had  yet  failed  to  do  more  than 
take  out  one-seventh  of  the  valuable  properties  of  sewage 
in  a  solid  form ;  and  taking  a  ton  of  sewage  as  being  worth 
17s.  6d.,  and  treating  it  in  any  possible  way — and  he 
spoke  from  having  been  associated  on  the  commission 
with  some  of  the  first  chemists  of  the  day — ^the  result 
would  be  to  take  out  solid  matter  to  the  value  of  2s.  2d., 
and  leave  15s.  4d.  worth  to  go  away  with  the  effluent 
water,  which  might  nevertheless  appear  perfectly  pure 
and  bright.  On  the  other  hand,  when  liquid  sewage  was 
passed  through  twenty  inches  of  soil,  it  had  but  the  barest 
trace  of  these  valuable  salts  left  in  it.  This,  therefore, 
was  the  only  true  and  profitable  chemistry." 

The  loss  of  organic  matters  by  the  drainage  waters  is 
not  the  only  source  of  impoverishment  to  the  soil.  The 
addition  of  those  foul  waters  to  our  rivers  is  destructive 


to  their  fish.  And  this  is  no  trifling  iigoiy  to  our  mppl? 
of  food.  I  have  on  another  occasion  remarked :  "  Few 
persons  indeed  are  now  aware  of  the  loss  which  has  long 
been  sustained  by  the  owners  of  our  rivers  from  the  fbol. 
ing  of  their  waters.  To  give  only  a  single  instance--«t 
the  commencement  of  the  present  century  the  Biver 
Thames  abounded  with  salmon,  and  those  of  the  finest 
quality.  '  Thames  salmon'  then  bore  a  higher  price  this 
that  obtained  from  most  other  streams,  and  so  copbu 
was  once  the  supply,  that  in  the  olden  time  it  wag  nsuil 
to  insert  a  clause  in  the  indentures  of  London  spprea- 
tices,  that  they  should  not  be  fed  upon  sahnon  more  tbn 
a  certain  number  of  days  in  the  month.  Then  csme  the 
time  when  the  river  water  became  impure.  Not  only 
was  the  population  enormously  increased,  but  the  metro- 
polis became  well  sewered,  and  its  vast  net- work  of  dniu 
poured  their  huge  contents  (by  the  authority  of  an  .\d 
of  Parliament)  into  the  river.  Then  gss  worbven 
made,  and  their  ammonical  water  still  ftirther  poiNoeil 
the  stream.  Against  these  impurities  the  salmon  M 
not  contend ;  they  gradually,  and  at  length  totally,  dis- 
appeared from  the  waters  of  our  queen  of  riven.  In 
other  streams  great  dunage  has  been  caused  to  taliBoa 
and  other  fish,  not  only  by  the  fooling  of  thor  waten, 
but  by  the  interruption  of  the  fish  by  dams,  and  tlie 
abolition  of  the  ladders,  or  water-courses,  which  formeily 
facilitated  the  course  of  the  fish  from  the  sea  to  their 
spawning  grounds.  Of  late,  however,  considerahle  efforts 
have  been  lAade,  and  successfully  too,  to  purify  the  waitrs 
and  restock  our  rivers  with  salmon  and  other  fish.  Go- 
vernment Salmon  Fisheryilnspectors  have  been  appointed, 
Acts  of  Parliament  have  been  passed  to  protect  the  fish, 
and  breeding  ponds  established.  There  is,  indeed,  great 
reason  to  b^eve  that  both  our  river  and  oar  aea  fisheries 
may  be  rendered  far  more  profitable  and  productive  thai 
at  present,  and  that  a  much  greater  amount  of  fish  mj 
be  produced,  even  in  enclosed  waters,  than  the  readtr 
would  at  present  deem  probable. 

It  is  true  that  we  to  some  small  extent  recover  from 
the  sea  by  its  fish  what  our  streams  convey  into  it.  Bf  the 
report  of  her  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  inquire  into 
our  Sea  Fisheries,  we  learn  tl-at  the  weight  of  what  k 
known  at  Billingsgate  as  prime  JUA  only  daily  cooiumM 
in  our  island  is  fully  equal  to  300  tons— by  the  tens 
prime  fish,  merely  including  such  fish  as  salmon,  tarbot. 
cod,  soles,  &c.  And  then  again^  to  a  smaller  extent  we 
procure  firom  our  rivers  a  much  larger  supply  of  fish  than 
is  commonly  understood.  For  instance,  the  anpplf  « 
salmon  to  the  London  market  averages  from  1,500  to 
2,000  tons  per  annum.  But  after  making  every  allov- 
ance  for  the  fish  we  receive  from  our  streams  and  fm 
the  sea,  the  amount  recovered  bears  no  comparison  to  Uie 
amount  of  organic  matters  we  pour  into  them.  The 
solid  matters  contained  in  the  sewage  of  the  nietro(K)bi 
alone,  has  been  estimated  to  be  equal  to  aboat  l.^W 
tons  per  day. 

These  facts  can  hardly  be  too  generally  understood. 
They  are  such  as  all  classes  of  the  commumty  are  dcepK 
interested  in  ;  not  only  the  owners  of  our  river  fishena, 
or  the  agriculturist,  as  diminishing  the  prodoee  of  tbor 
waters,  or  their  land,  but  to  every  one  who  w*""^^"* 
sanitary  condition  of  his  dwelling.  It  irill  indeed  w 
self-evident  to  the  reader  that,  by  every  improvemeBt 
ihtitcBnU  projUabfy  introduced  into  *!»« '>*^"^"  ? 
our  Impure  drainage  waters,  we  strengthen  *k*"'"r 
of  those  who  are  labouring  to  improve  the  health  and  t»e 
general  oomfbrt  of  their  fellow  cnatores. 
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A    NATIONAL    RATE. 


NotwithflUuiduig  that  the  war  continnM  natorally 
eoongh  to  be  the  leading  topie  amongit  all  claMea  and  at 
all  assemblies,  we  are  enabled  to  still  take  up  our  Echoes 
from  the  Antunn  Meetings  at  some  length,  and,  as  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  not  withoat  some  advantage.  There  has 
been,  indeed,  a  deal  of  useful  suggestive  talk  at  these 
dinner<  while  the  Earmers  €lnbs,  like  the  Hexham, 
the  BUndford,  the  Dorchester,  the  Winfrith,  and 
others  Eastern  rather  than  Westward,  have  been 
opening  the  after-harvest  session  with  something 
beyond  their  average  strength.  Amongst  much  that 
is  strictly  practical  a  few  semi-political  questions,  as 
they  would  yet  seem  to  be  considered  by  some,  like  the 
Game  Abuse,  Tenant  Right,  the  Education  Bill,  and 
Local  Taxation,  have  often  been  touched  upon,  the  course 
of  action  being  generally  pretty  clear  alike  to  the  orator 
and  his  audience.  If,  however,  there  be  a  matter  that 
nobody  from  the  Government  downwards  has  fairly 
pappled  with  or  mastered  it  is,  no  doubt,  that  somewhat 
intricate  business  of  Local  Taxation.  The  further  dis- 
cussion of  this  subject  is  nevertheless  gradually  devebp- 
ing  a  proposition  for  which  it  is  as  well  that  the  country 
should  be  prepared.  Sir  Massey  Lopes  suggests  that  the 
magistrates  in  Quarter  Sessions  assembled  should  "  Si- 
multaneously petition  the  Legislature  to  relieve  them  of 
some  of  those  burdens  which  are  national  rather  than 
local  in  their  objects,  and  which  equally  concern  and  in- 
terest every  class  in  the  community."  And  accordingly, 
in  his  own  county  of  Devon  a  notice  has  been  given  to 
the  effect :  "  That,  inasmuch  as  very  many  of  the  charges 
at  present  paid  by  county  rate  (e.  g.y  police,  lunatic 
asylums,  militia  stores,  gaols,  vaccination,  registration, 
&€.)  are  rendered  necessary,  not  for  the  benefit  of  one 
particnkr  class,  but  of  the  community  at  hirge,  it  is  both 
joat  and  politic  that  those  chaiges  should  be  more  krgdy 
sapplemented,  if  not  altogether  defrayed  from  the  national 
exchequer ;"  while  for  Lincolnshire  the  notice  runs  on  to 
"  the  present  poor-rate,  inasmuch  as  it  bean  exclusively 
and  unjustly  on  incomes  arising  from  real  property, ' 
although  the  remedy  in  this  case  is  not  quite  so  deciddUy 
pat.  Nevertheless  the  ice  is  broken,  the  thin  end 
of  the  wedge  inserted,  and  at  Shepton  Mal- 
let only  the  other  day  Mr.  Genge  Andrews 
proceeded  to  drive  it  home  after  this  fashion  :  "  An  asso- 
ciation had  been  established  in  London,  with  the  present 
Lord  Mayor,  Mr.  Besley,  at  the  head  of  it,  for  the  read- 
justment of  the  poor-rate  question,  and  for  a  national 
IM)or-nte.  So  strongly  did  he  feel  with  reference  to  the 
movement  in  London,  that  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Besley 
to  tell  him  he  should  be  very  glad  to  become  a  member  of 
that  association  for  the  whole  being  cast  upon  a  Common 
Fand — a  national  rate  for  England  and  Wales.  For  it 
was  utterly  impossible  to  regulate  the  operation  of  a  tax 
levied  on  personal  property  for  small  area,  such  as  a 
union ;  and  you  could  only  properly  apportion  it  for 
England  and  Wales." 

We  here  come  to  something  really  tangible  at 
last,  and  the  point  now  to  ascertain  is,  how  ready 
the  country  would  be  to  adopt  a  system  of  national 
rating,  or,  to  put  it  yet  more  phunly,  a  national  poor- 
rate?  Nothing,  we  bdieve,  would  be  more  impolitic  or 
more  unpalatable  to  the  general  body  of  farmen,  as 
nothing  would  threaten  to  so  certainly  increase  the  ex- 
penses of  a  county  or  a  district.  Anything  like  a 
wholesome  check  would  straightway  be  removed,  as 
everybody  would  be  spending  somebody  else's  money. 


What  could  be  the  possible,  or  at  least  probable,  good  to 
arise  from  remodelling  the  management  of  the  county 
finances  if,  as  Sir  Massey  Lopes  says,  "  these  charges  be 
defrayed  from  the  national  exchequer"  ?  That  which  one 
county  saved  the  adjoining  one  might  spend;  and 
as  ratepeyen  would  feel  they  had  little  real  interest  or 
control,  the  expenditure  might  be  left  with  the  magis- 
trates as  heretofore.  The  same  argument  applies,  of 
courae,  vrith  still  more  force,  to  the  administration  of  the 
poor-rate.  The  establishment  of  unions  freed  the 
labourer  from  the  fetten  of  a  parish  settlement, 
but  by  no  means  discharged  the  district  of  its  duty  to 
itself.  As,  though,  will  be  seen  from  our  Echoes  Mr. 
Andrews  was  at  once  answered  in  a  very  good  practical 
speech  from  a  county  magistrate,  Mr.  Clerk,  who  thus 
took  up  the  proposition  for  nations!  rating  :  "  They  were 
to  pay  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  they  meant  ?  Very 
well,  who  was  to  have  the  management  of  that  fund  ? 
They  said,  local  bodies.  He  said,  it  would  never  work ; 
they  would  never  get  anyone  to  put  it  in  the  hands  of 
local  boards.  He  thought  there  were  a  very  large  number 
of  classes  at  present  massed  together  under  the  poor- 
rate  which  might  come  on  the  Consolidated  Fund  with 
advantage;  but  that  was  a  very  different  thing  from 
taking  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  putting  that  on  the  Con- 
solidated Fund.  The  militia  and  the  police,  he  thought, 
they  might  put  on  the  Consolidated  Fund — those  were 
not  poor-rate,  they  were  county-rate.  But  what  did  they 
amount  to  in  the  end  ?    Why  a  mere  nothing." 

But  even  the  system,  as  it  is,  that  is  under  union 
management,  would  look  to  be  getting  some- 
what lax.  A  London  evening  paper,  Fhe  Vail  Mall 
Qazette^  has  just  quoted  from  Mr.  Sewell  Head's 
evidence  on  this  very  business  of  Local  Taxation 
as  to  the  administration  of  out-door  relief:  "It 
has  an  immense  influence  upon  the  habits  of  the 
poor,  and  if  they  could  not  so  frequently  run  to 
the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the  most  trivial  occa- 
sions, and  know  that  they  would  get  our-door  relief,  they 
would  be  more  provident  than  they  are."  And,  again, 
before  the  same  Parliamentary  Committee,  Captain  Dash- 
wood,  a  tenant-farmer,  a  poor-law  guardian,  and  a  magis- 
trate of  the  county,  replied,  in  answer  to  the  question 
"  With  regard  to  out-door  relief  as  administered  now  by 
the  occupiers  chiefly,  do  you  think  there  is  a  tendency  to 
administer  the  poor-law  in  the  direction  of  relief  in  aid  of 
wages,  and  is  that  tendency  growing  ?"  ''  Not  directly, 
but  indirectly  ;  a  great  deal  of  out-door  relief  must  lower 
wages.  A  year  ago,  only,  I  heard  the  vice-chairman  of  a 
board  of  guardians  say  that  he  would  rather  have  high 
rates  than  high  wages."  There  is  something  very  sug- 
gestive in  such  evidence  as  this ;  but  if  with  union  rating 
the  management  has  become  so  careless  or  indifferent,  so 
ready  to  expend  money  in  this  way,  what  might  we  ex- 
pect under  a  system  of  national  rating,  where  no  one 
would  feel  any  precise  pressure,  nor,  consequently,  any 
inducement  to  economise  ?  "  Taking  all  England,  we  arc 
now  spending  about  £3,700,000  a-year  in  out-door  relief, 
mostly  in  money.  This  is  28  per  cent,  higher  than  it  was 
eight  or  nine  yean  ago."  Of  course  the  fint  aim  should  be  to 
r^uce  our  expenses,  but  is  it  likely,  we  repeat,  that  we 
should  do  so,  under  a  system  that  would  only  give  us  the 
less  encouragement  to  look  after  our  own  affain  ?  The 
result,  we  believe,  would  be  that  there  would  be  less  in- 
quiry, less  interest,  and  less  activity  amongst  the  rate- 
payen,  and  that  the  whole  work  would  gradually  come 
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under  Go^emment  direction.  Our  contemporary,  how- 
ever, goes  yet  further,  and  interprets  the  declaration  of 
the  Oxfordshire  vice-chairman  in  this  way :  "  It  means, 
when  farm  work  is  plentiful  give  the  kbourer  pay  just 
sufficient  to  keep  body  and  soul  together ;  when  farm 
work  is  slack  or  stopped,  leave  that  function  to  the  doles 
of  the  relieving  officer.  The  English  fiurmer,  represented 
by  this  estimable  vice-chairman,  wants  no  hold  peasantry 
to  till  his  lands.  The  low-waged  helot  of  the  parish 
pay-table  better  suits  his  purpose."  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  a  London  Journalventurestosaysomuch  on  the 
evidence  of  men  like  Mr.  Sewell  Read  and  Captain  Dash- 
wood,  or  rather  on  the  opinion  quoted  by  one 
of  them.  It  must  be  manifestly  unjust  to  condemn  a 
whole  class  on  the  word  of  such  an  exception  as  we 
take  this  same  vice-chairman  of  guardians  to  be,  but 
were  we  to  throw  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  upon  a 
general  fund,  his  doctrine  might  find  more  followers 
than  it  does  at  present.  A  year  or  so  since,  in  a  dis- 
cussion at  the  Farmers'  Club  on  Pauperism  and 
Vagrancy,    Mr.  Congreve,  a  clergyman,  said,  "What 


the  oonntry  wanted  was  a  national  rate,"  isi 
this  was  met  with  very  general  cries  of  No! 
No!  while  Mr.  Traak,  who  read  the  openiBg 
T,  and  who  took  the  meeting  very  much  with  him, 
it  to  be  "  of  the  highest  importance  that  the  area  of 
taxation  should  not  be  extended  beyond  the  area  of  id- 
ministration.'*  This  sounds  like  veTf  practical  if  eot 
political  eoonomy ;  while  at  a  meeting  of  the  same  (^sb 
some  years  previously,  Mr.  Smythies  said,  uader  uatiooil 
rating  there  might,  no  doubt,  arise  "  a  dim  cousdoosna 
that  yon  were  dipping  your  hands  in  other  people's 
pockety  and  not  in  your  own."  This  is  a  very  graphic 
illustr&tion  of  what  might  ensue ;  and  if  we  are  to 
arrive  at  a  proper  adjustment  of  Local  Taxation  ooJj  bj 
throwing  everything  on  one  common  charge,  it  behora 
us  to  consider  very  seriously  what  we  might  gtin  asd 
what  we  might  lose  by  a  change  of  system  that  so  6r 
has  found  few  practical  men  to  give  it  their  support  i 
National  Rate  is  of  course  not  a  new  notion  to  the  farmer, 
but  like  the  man  at  an  awkward  place  with  hounds,  "tks 
more  he  looks  the  less  he  likes  it." 


THE    HEBEFOBD    SHOW    AKD    FAIB. 


The  untoward  season  and  the  shortness  of  keep  have 
naturally  done  much  to  hasten  the  falling  fortunes  of 
Hereford,  and  whether  for  its  annual  show,  its  "  perio- 
dical "  sales,  or  its  once  famous  fair,  the  gathering  would 
now  seem  to  be  scarcely  worth  a  visit  from  those  either 
far  or  near.  The  comparatively  few  lots  of  half-starved 
steers  pitched  in  the  streets  commanded  but  little  cus- 
tom at  any  price,  and,  save  half-a-dozen  or  so  good 
beasts  from  Lawton  Bury,  we  neither  saw  nor  heard  of 
anything  particular.  Then,  beyond  the  entry  of  young 
bulls,  the  show  was  more  meagre  than  ever,  whUe  the 
elements  declared  against  the  "  periodical"  auctioneering 
on  the  second  day,  and  many  lots  which  were  not  bought 
in  went  often  for  what  a  butcher  might  be  induced  to 
offer.  According  to  the  advertisement,  and  the  results, 
a  dozen  or  so  of  "  first-class  cows,"  and  another  dozen  of 
calves  from  herds  of  "great  celebrity,"  reached  to  an 
average  of  21)  gs.  for  the  dams  and  of  12  gs.  for  the  pro- 
duce. Some  of  the  bulls  did  better,  although  whether 
these  were  "on  sale  or  return"  we  cannot  undertake  to 
say.  A  couple  of  yearlings  from  Mr.  W.  Tudge's  herd, 
one  of  which  had  been  commended  in  his  class,  were 
knocked  down,  Coll^an  at  66  gs.,  and  Sir  Edwin  at  40 
gs. ;  while  Mr.  Thomas  Rogers'  best  yearling.  Student, 
was  bought  in  at  90  gs.,  as  a  hundred  was  asked  for  him 
in  the  yard.  Another  yearling,  Mr.  B.  Rogers*  Patentee, 
though  merely  commended  by  the  judges,  went  up  to  120 
gs.  at  the  hammer,  the  highest  figure  of  the  day ;  whereas 
the  third  prize,  Pearl  Diver,  reached  to  only  88  gs.  by  public 
appraisement,  and  was  then  bought  in.  Mr.  Roberts'  first 
prize  old  bull.  King  Tom,  was  knocked  down  for  06  gs. ; 
Mr.  T.  Edwards'  Leominster  3rd,  a  Royal  winner  at 
Manchester  and  Oxford,  for  42  gs. ;  Tomboy,  from  the 
same  herd,  but  bred  by  the  late  Mr.  Monkhouse,  for  41 
gs.,  and  the  Wintercott  yearling  Sir  Robert,  for  40  gs. 
Mr.  Harding's  two-year-old  Ck}unt  Fosco,  another  win- 
ner at  Oxford,  made  but  M  gs.,  and  Mr.  Hill's  Presi- 
dent, who  was  next  best  to  Eosco,  in  July,  40  gs. 

The  public,  probably,  saw  more  of  the  judging  than  it 
ever  previously  had  any  opportunity  of  doing  at  Hereford, 
for  the  judges,  of  cattle,  that  is,  were  noticeably  deliberate 
if  not  undecided  in  their  movements,  and  it  really  looked 
at  one  time  as  if  the  plaeing  of  the  yearlings  would  have 
to  be  adjjoumed.    Their  grave,  not  to  say  tedious  eon* 


snltations,  only  served  to  show  how  amusingly  primitive 
are  the  arrangements  of  this  meeting.  No  attempt  is  made 
to  map  out  a  ring,  although  this  might  easily  he  effectel, 
but  the  several  classes  are  put  into  a  comer  or  aiding,  hen 
or  there,  just  as  it  happens,  while  the  entries  are  brongbt 
out,  without  any  yisible  numbers,  but  with  merdja 
whisp  of  curl  paper  twisted  into  the  head-stall,  of  vhieb 
secret  cypher  the  attendant  herdsman  generally  knows  ao 
more  than  the  inquiring  atranger.  And  when  a  deeisoa 
actually  is  arrived  at  no  ribbon  is  handed  over,  no  ap 
whatever  is  made  for  the  information  of  the  looken- 
on,  but  the  judges  whisper  results  to  the  director,  aodin 
some  half  hour,  whde  hour,  or  couple  of  boon, 
as  the  case  may  be,  the  placards  are  pot  op. 
And  this  in  Herefordsldre  is  facetiously  termed  publk 
judging — an  admirable  ^tem,  under  which,  to  reallj 
imderstand  what  is  going  on,  you  have  litersUy  to  take 
the  bull  by  the  horns. 

In  the  bull,  cow,  and  offspring  dass,  howerer,  Sir 
Hnngerford,  wearing  well,  fitiriy  placed  himself,  as  lus 
fiur  companion  is  a  smaU,  mean  cow,  and  bejood 
Mr.  Edwards'  lengthy  good  Tomboy  there  ma  ^ 
much  to  encounter.  Mr.  Drinkwatw's  were  a  tcrriblj 
coarse  lot,  and  we  like  Mr.  Morris'  Royal  Stow  oalf 
the  less  the  more  we  see  of  him,  as  surely  so  indiffereot 
an  animal  could  never  have  had  any  pretenaioBS  to 
aplace  in  good  company.  There  were  twenty-two  year- 
lings  entered  from  the  herds  of  Mr.  Richard  Hill,  Mr. 
Philip  Turner,  Mr.  Bei^amin  Rogers,  Mr.  Tiiomis 
Rogers,  Mr.  Thomas  Roberta,  Mr.  Tndge,  the  Berer^Bd 
Archer  Glive,  Mr.  Evans,  of  Swanstone,  Mr.Taybr.ef 
Showle,  Mrs.  WooUey,  Mr.  Rawlings,  of  Stoke,  and  Mr. 
Edwards,  of  Broadward.  And  as  these  weresU,  orseaiij 
all,  sent,  the  interest  or  the  positive  success  of  the  meeU^ 
centred  here.  In  JBwjt,  but  for  the  yearlings,  the  Hereford- 
shire Society  might  have  amalgamated  with  Worcesta^ 
shire  and  Gloucestershire,  in  which  counties  there  are  is 
every  other  respect  much  better  meetings ;  and  as  ereo  tv 
Hereford  show  does  not  now  lead  on  to  mudi  biuineaa  u 
the  way  of  sales,  it  is  a  grave  question  whether  it  wovU 
not  be  all  the  better  for  the  breeders  of  the  white  fttfs 
that  they  should  go  away  from  home  occasioDsIly.  Ib 
plain  truth,  as  at  present  oondueted,  the  HeicfonUfairB 
Agricultural  Sode^  ia  htX  wearing  oat,  as  the  voy  «obi>9 
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people  do  not  aeem  io  can  mnch  about  it.  According 
to  Tke  Midland  Counties  Herald  of  Tfannday: 
"  There  no  doabt  exists  a  great  deal  of  apathy  with  re- 
ference to  the  show,  and  this  is  particnlarly  manifested 
inth  reference  to  the  staple  productions  of  the  district^ 
m.,  cider»  perry,  and  hope.  Only  three  entries  were 
made  in  the  two  classes  for  these  bererages ;  two  of  these 
coming  from  Mr.  Apperley,  the  gentleman  who  kindly 
offered  the  second  prises,  and  who  was  awarded  both  the 
firsts  offered  by  Lady  Emily  Foley.  In  hops,  too,  there 
was  bat  little  competition,  and  the  prize  was  again  secured 
by  Mr.  W.  Tkylor,  of  ThingchilJ."  The  same  report  says : 
'*  The  few  stands  of  implements  do  not  call  for  special 
comment.  No  prizes  were  offered  but  the  chaff-cutter  of 
Messrs.  Richmond  and  Chandler,  the  straw  derator  of 
Mr.  Lewins,  the  saddlery  of  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Jennings, 
the  liquid  manure  cart  of  Mr.  James,  and  the  plough  of 
Mellard's  Trent  Foundry  Company  were  favourably 
noticed  by  the  judges,"  The  Hertford  Journal  says  : 
"  The  entries  for  the  cider  and  perry,  together  with  the 
money  amount  of  the  premiums  offered,  are  and  were 
simply  a  disgrace  to  the  county ;"  and  again, "  it  is  a  pity 
that  oar  Society  is  so  poor  that  it  could  not  afibrd  to  give 
a  prize  for  miscellaneous  implements."  Berond  tiiis  we  can 
only  say  that  Messrs. Richmond  and  Chandler's  representa- 
ttTC  assured  ns  that  the  charges  were  proportionatdy  higher 
and  the  business  less  than  at  any  mating  he  attended,  and 
that  his  firm  would  neyer  be  at  the  trouble  or  expense  of 
sending  again.  We  gather  thus  much  and  more  of  how 
few  are  the  entries  of  sheep,  how  indifferent  the 
horses,  and  how  scarce  the  pigs,  whilst  the  judges 
are  pozing  and  re-pozing,  viewing  and  re-viewing  Sie 
yearling  bulls.  They  do  not  look  to  work  with  mnch 
method,  while  the  spectators  hazard  all  sorts  of  surmises 
as  to  which  they  may  be  taking  to  and  as  to  what  that 
may  be  1  If  the  aim  of  the  management  were  to  keep 
the  public  as  mnch  as  possible  in  the  dark  as  to  all  that 
were  going  on,  this  was  well  seconded  by  the  somewhat 
systemless  system  by  which  a  decision  seemed  to  be  ar- 
rived at.  However,  to  cut  a  very  long  story  short,  Uie 
best  yearling  was  eventnaUy  pronounced  to  be  Mr. 
Rogers'  Student,  a  son  of  those  two  famous  prize 
cattle,  Battenhall  and  Silk,  and  himself  the  reserve 
and  highly  commended  calf  at  the  Royal  Oxford  Show 
in  the  summer.  And  a  very  clever,  useful,  and  com- 
pact young  bull  Student  is,  not  remarkably  for  mere 
size,  but  very  true  in  his  frame  and  taking  in  his 
appearanee.  As  Mr.  Yeomans,  one  of  the  judges,  can- 
didly says  of  him  in  the  Journal  of  the  Soci^,  **  he 
bids  fair  some  day  to  be  placed  in  a  higher  position  than 
at  Oxford ;"  and  this  promise  has  ahready  been  realized, 
as  no  question  Student  was  one  of  the  best  young  bulls 
at  Hereford.  But  beyond  this  it  would  not  be  safe  to 
follow  the  award,  as  there  were  probably  half  a  dozen 
belter  animals  in  the  ckss  than  the  second  prize,  which 
has  neither  symmetry,  style,  nor  quality  in  his  &vour. 
Mr.  Turner,  of  The  Leen,  showed  s  very  handsome 
taking  young  bull,  out  of  the  same  cow  as  his 
two-year-old  heifer,  bat  this  was  merely  com- 
mended, though  sold  as  he  stood  for  70  gs.;  while 
the  120  gs.  Patentee,  as  purchased  at  that  figure  by 
Mr.  Tudge,  did  no  better  I  Again,  Mrs.  Wooley's  highly 
commended  entry,  a  wonderfolly  good  growing  calf, 
waa  sorely  better  at  most  points  than  either  the  second 
or  third  prizes ;  and,  mdeed,  we  have  little  faith 
in  the  line  taken  here  being  very  closely  followed 
hereafter.  It  was  on  the  whole  and  aU  things  considered 
a  very  good  class,  but  the  wretched  arrangements,  the 
want  of  numbers  and  the  want  of  room,  made  anything 
Uke  a  proper  examination  of  the  several  animals  when  out 
almost  impossible.  The  two-vear-old  or  yeariing-off 
bulls  wen  not  so  good,    although  Count  Fosco  and 


President,  the  second  and  third  prizes  at  Oxford, 
now  got  no  higher  than  commendations,  but  they 
are  neither  of  them  beasts  of  any  remarkable 
merit,  their  main  advantage  as  show  stock  being 
that  they  were  some  months  older  than  any  of 
their  competitors.  The  best  bull  was  no  doubt  Mr. 
ll^lliams'  first  prize,  also  with  some  advantage  in  the  way 
of  age,  but  a  thick,  deep,  wealthy  animal,  and  altogether 
a  fine  specimen  of  the  more  modem  Hereford.  Still, 
however,  the  handsomest  Hereford  is  Battenhall,  wearing 
wonderfully  well  and  preserring  all  his  good  looks  at 
eight  years  old ;  and  Battenhall,  as  some  people  said,  for 
the  first  time  in  his  life  was  now  placed  second — to  Mr. 
Roberta'  King  Tom,  who  should  the  rather  be  cal'ed  King 
Dick,  as  he  is  as  hump-backed  as  Richard  the  Third, 
although  but  for  this  eye-sore  a  very  grand  bull, 
particularly  good  to  meet,  and  with  plenty  of  quality, 
a  very  mountain  of  good  meat.  He  rather  oversized 
the  neater  and  truer  Battenhall,  and  the  decision  was 
more  of  a  butcher's  than  a  oonnoisenr's  after  all.  The 
class  of  yearling  heifers  was  deservedly  commended,  and 
DO  question  there  was  not  a  bad  pair  in  the  entry.  In 
foot,  the  yearling  bulls  and  yearling  heifers  may  be  said 
to  have  saved  the  show.  But  Mr.  Arkwrigbt  had  a  great 
puU  here  with  three  couple  for  the  judges  to  choose  from, 
and  all  of  these  high-bred  and  good  looking.  Indeed, 
the  Hampton  herd  would  have  had  it  all  to  themselves 
but  for  Mr.  Evans,  of  Swanstone,  who  sent  in  the  only 
two  yearling  heifers  he  has,  and  with  these  took  the  se- 
cond prize.  One  of  these  was  the  best  calf  at  Oxford, 
where  we  spoke  of  her  as  "  perhaps  the  best  of  all  the 
heifers,  straight,  clean,  and  handsome,  without  being  over- 
done with  mother's  milk,"  as  she  is  still  fulfilling  her 
promise,  and  growing  into  a  sweet,  if  not  very  large  ani- 
mal. Of  course,  with  only  another  to  pick  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  match  her,  and  they  were  not  much  of  'a  pair. 
The  same  thing  occurred,  though  not  with  the  same  result, 
with  the  two-year-olds  in  couples,  where  Mr.  Tanner  had 
two  as  like  as  peas,  and  of  a  very  nice  useful  sort,  too ; 
while  it  was  announced,  perhaps,  rather  too  loudly, 
considering  the  hole  and  corner  where  the  judges  were  at 
work,  that  one  of  Mr.  Philip  Turner's  was  the 
handsomest  animal  in  the  yard,  and  that  she  was 
already  sold  to  go  to  Australia.  This,  as  we  take 
it,  is  the  sister  to  Leopold,  and  a  lovely  heifer  she  is,  nar- 
ticularly  forward,  if  a  trifle  short  in  her  quarters.  But  there 
was  not  much  to  cavil,  and  her  companion  was  naturally 
not  equal  to  her  in  merit.  The  judges,  as  a  consequence,  did 
not  agree,  and  Mr.  Walker  being  called  in  went  at  once 
for  the  Pembridge  pair,  as  "only  look  at  their  heads,"  a 
grand  point  certainly.  But  if  there  be  any  virtile  in  pairs 
as  pairs,  as  were  we  to  jndge  cattle,  as  a  houndsman  might 
an  entry  in  couples,  then  the  Frodesley  Ladies  were  far 
away  the  most  "sorty."  Mr.  Evans'  higUy-bred 
steers  have  had  nothing  to  eat,  for  they  have  no 
turnips  at  Swanstone,  and  are  so  about  to  grind 
down  the  apples  to  mix  up  with  the  cattle  food,  a  fact 
that  will  pro&ibly  cause  no  little  surprise  to  the  county 
correspondent  of  a  contemporary.  The  Showle  two-year- 
old  steers  were  as  good*looking  and  better  done  by,  but 
of  course  the  season  told  again^  any  great  display  in 
this  way ;  and  there  were  only  one  lot  of  breeding  cows, 
from  Frodesley,  with  two  or  three  very  sweet  animals 
amongst  them,  although  the  judges  would  give  no  more 
than  a  second  prize.  The  fat  cow  class  included  two  very 
handsome  animals,  Mr.  Rogers'  Silk  and  Mr.  Hill's 
Excelsior,  bnt  they  were  neither  of  them  so  fiat  as  Sir 
Joseph  Bailey's  cow,  which  accordingly  took  the  prize, 
although  she  is  so  terribly  faulty  and  unsightly  about  her 
quarters  that  many  judges  would  never  have  looked  at  her, 
in  such  companv  atany  rate.  There  werebnt  two  fot  steersin 
the  class,  but  the  entry  from  The  Leen  is  ftall  of  style  and 
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quality,  and  needs  only  to  be  a  little  riper  to  make  his 
mark  hereafter. 

There  were  seren  classes  of  sheep,  and  in  all  eleven 
entries  in  the  seven  classes  1  Still  these  sheep  were  al- 
most generally  good,  and  the  prizes  deservedly  awarded. 
Mr.  Tanner  showed  some  neat  but  hardy-looking  Shrop- 
shires,  Mr.  Downing  some  very  nice  Ryelands,  Mr. 
Davies  some  stylish  Cotswolds,  and  Mr.  Jowitt  some  good 
specklefaced  longwools,  the  particular  breed  of  which  was 
not  so  clear.  Mr.  Pulley  also  exhibited  some  Shropshires, 
as  at  Lower  Eaton,  close  by,  they  grow  Shorthorns 
and  Alderneys,  and  anthing  but  White-faces.  In 
the  show  proper  there  were  seven  pigs,  the  best 
of  which  was  decktfed  to  be  a  plain  hungry 
headed  white  boar  from  Moccas ;  although  amongst  the 
extra  stock  Colonel  Fielding  entered  half-a-dozen  as  good 
bacon  pigs  as  we  ever  saw  together.  These  are  of  the 
white,  not  over  large  breed,  and  so  with  quality  rather 
than  coarseness  to  back  their  many  other  good  points  in 
the  way  of  length  and  depth,  good  collars,  and  kindly 
heads.  So  good  were  they  that  the  judges  might 
fairly  have  laid  out  all  their  extra  money  over  the  pen. 

The  two  prize  "  nags  "  were  the  main  credit  of  the 
horse  show.  Mr.  Bosley's  chesnut  three-year-old,  by 
His  Excellency,  is  a  stylish  powerful  three-year-old  filly, 
which  should  grow  into  a  hunter ;  while  the  varmint, 
but  rather  common  looking  old  Mermaid,  has  won 
prizes  over  a  country  as  well  as  in  a  show- 
ground. The  best  cart  stallion  was  a  light-bodied  shelly 
grey,  that  was  kept  as  closely  covered  in,  and  boxed  up, 
as  if  he  had  been  the  light  of  the  harem,  or,  a  penny 
peep-show  pig  with  two  heads.  In  fact  it  is  too  much 
the  fashion  here  to  cover  up  the  animals,  bulls  and  all,  as 
though  they  were  hot-house  plants  rather  than  farm  stock. 
The  chief  topic  of  conversation  at  the  dinner  was, 
naturally  enough,  the  unsatisfactory  condition  into  which 
the  show  has  gradually  drifted.  Like  Falstaff,  though 
the  means  be  small  the  waste  is  great,  or  at  least,  it 
was  said,  the  expenses  are  heavy.  If  the  Society  will 
not  ami^gamate  with  others  it  would  be  manifestly 
impolitic  to  change  the  time  of  the  meeting  ;  although 
its  conduct  requires  thorough  revision.  As  an  exhibition 
to  attract  the  public  it  is  made  the  least  rather  than  the 
most  of. 

PRIZE    LIST, 

Judges.— Cattle  :  P.  Evans,  Old  Court,  Bredwardine ;  J. 
Moore,  Ham  Castle,  Clifton-on-Teme,  Worcester.  Horsxs, 
SnxxF,  and  Pios:  J.  Walker,  Knightwick,  Worcester; 
A.  DowIp,  Bemithon,  Boss.  The  four  judges  acted  together 
over  extra  stock,  cider,  and  hops. 

CATTLE. 

Bull,  oow,  and  offipring. — First  prise,  £10,  J.  H.  Arkwright, 
Hampton  Court,  Leominster  (Sir  Hunnrford  and  Lady  Lei- 
cester) ;  second,  £5,  T.  Edwards,  Wiateroott,  Leominster 
(Tomboy  and  heifer).  Highly  commended:  J.  Morris  (Stow 
and  Pleasant). 

Ball,  calved  on  or  after  the  1st  July,  1869. — First  prize, 
£10,  T.  Rogers,  Coxall,  Brampton  Bryan  (Student)  ;  second, 
£5,  T.  Roberta,  Lawton  Bury,  Pembridge  (Kingcraft)  ;  third, 
£2,  R.  Hill,  Orieton  Court,  Ludlow  (Pearl  Diver).  Highly 
oommended :  Mrs.  Caroline  WoUqr,  Weston  Court,  Pembridge. 
Commended :  P.  Tamer,  Leen,  Pembridge  (Leopold) ;  Beoj. 
Rosers,  The  Orove,  Staunton-on-Arrow  (Patentee) ;  W.  Tudge, 
AdJorton,  Leintwardine  (Sir  Edwin). 

BalL«d?ed  on  or  after  the  1st  of  July,  1868.— First  price, 
£6,  J.  Williams,  St.  Mary's  Kingsbmd ;  second,  £3.  J.  Hard- 
ing,  Bicton,  Shrewsbury  (Noble  Boy).  Highly  eommended  i 
T.  Edwards  (Sir  Robert).  Commended :  J.  Harding  (Count 
foseo^  ;  and  R.  HUl  (President). 


prii 
Pri( 


Ball,  cal?ed  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1868.— First  prize, 
1st  of  Julyri869.-.l^ist 


£6,  T.  RoberU  (King  Tom) ;  teoond, 

ham.    Hiffhlv  oommended :  T.  Edwa 

Pair  of  hfliiers,  calved  on  or  after  ] 


.      ,  _.  Rogers  (Batten. 
Edwards  (Leominster  3rd). 


priie,  £5,  J.  U,  Arkwright ;  second,  £3,  H.  R.  Evan*,  jm. 
Swanstone  Court,  Leominster  (Lady  Oxford  and  Genile  5tlt . 
Highly  commended :  J.  H.  Arkwright,  Commended:  Wb 
Harding  (Lirzie  Jeffreys  and  Rod  Dahlia)  ;  J.  H.  Arkwright; 
P.  Tum«r ;  and  J.  Williams.  The  Class  Commended. 
Pair  of  heifers,  ealved  on  or  after  1st  of  Joly,  ISdS.-FiTst 

Erize,  £6,  P.  Turner  (Butterfly  and  Venus) ;  leeood,  £3, 
L.  Tanner,  Frodesloy  (Lady  MUton  and  Udy  Frodnby). 
Hiffhly  eommended :  J.  Morris,  Town  House,  MaiUej  (Chigna 
and  Beautiful).  ,  ,    ,^^^    ^ 

Pair  of  steers,  calved  on  or  after  Ist  of  July,  ISeO.-Fust 
prize,  £5,  J.  Williams;  second,  £3,  J.Pricc,Conrt  How, 
rembridge. 

Pair  of  steers,  calved  on  or  after  1st  of  Jnly,  1868.-hn(t 
(rize,  £6,  W.  Taylor,  Showle  Court,  Ledbury ;  second,  £>,  J. 

Lot  of  breeding  cows  or  heifers,  not  under  three  ycsn  o^, 
that  have  had  a  calf  within  six  months.— Second  priie,  £a,  L 
Tanner,  Frodesley,  Dorrington,  Salop  (Queen,  Mariii,  Uaat:, 
Symmetry,  and  Spring  Flower). 

Fat  cow  or  heifer.-First  prize,  £6,  Sir  J.  B.  Bsiley. Ml"- 
Glanusk  Park,  CrickhowcllJLady  Alice).  Highly  comutouft:. 
T.  Rogers  (Silk) ;  Rich.  Hill,  Orieton  Court,  Ladlo*  jii 
celsion. 

Fat  ox  or  steer.— First  prize,  £5,  P.  Turner,  The  Ut^ 
Pembridge.  Commended:  W.  Dew,  Kivemoll, KueL  Dfv. 
church  (Chariey). 

SHEEP. 

Pen  of  20  Shropshire  Downs,  or  short-wooiled  bre^J^ 
ewes,  under  three  years  eight  months  old.— Priie,  ii,  H  Tin- 
ner Frodesley,  Dorrington. 

Pen  of  20  short-wooUed  whitetaoed  breeding  eves,  sciff 
three  years  and  eight  months  old.— Prize,  £5,  J.  B.  Jk^vi^t- 
Holme  Lacy,  Hereford. 

Pen  of  20  long-wooUed  breeding  ewes,  under  thise  w 
and  ei^ht  months  old.— Prize,  £6,  J.  Davies,  Webtoa  Coat, 
Madiey.  ^  ^ 

Pen  of  Ave  yearling  wethers  (iong  wool).— Pnie,  iJ.  - 
Jowitt,  The  Old  Weir,  near  Hereford. 

Pen  of  five  yearling  ewes  (long  wool).— Prise,  £o,  Tuoz* 
Jowitt.  . 

Wethers,  short  wool  (cross-breeds  not  excladed).—nu*,iJ. 

J.  B.  Downing.  .      . 

Ewes,  short  wool  (cross-breeds  not  exdnded).— Pnze,  ti 
R.  Tanner. 

PIGS.  ^  ,, 

Boar,  under  two  years  old.— Prize,  £3,  Her.  Sir  G.  i 
Comewall,  Bart.,  Mooeas  Court,  Hereford.  Commended,  l 
King.  Westhide,  Hereford. 

Breeding  sow,  in,  or  with  pigs,  of  the  Urge  *h»t« '»'f*^" 
Prize,  £6,  Lieut-Colonel  Feilden,  Dulas  Court,  Hertford. 

HORSES. 

Cart  staUion.- Prize,  £6,  M.  J.  Imms,  Twyfori,  (>»'•' 
Hereford  (Young  CaUow).  Commended :  J.  Jamea,  G»id-*, 
Llanbadam-fynydd,  Hadnorshire  (Invincible). 

Three  years  old  colt,  gelding,  or  filly,  suitable  for  m^ 
purposes.— Prize,  £5,  J.  Bosley,  I^de.  Hereford. 

Nag  mare  with  foal  at  foot.-Prize,  £5,  S.  Sowth,  Wo*- 
manton,  Hereford  (Mermaid).  .. 

Cart  mare  with  her  foal  atfoot.— Prize,£6,  J.  MorTu,Ton 
House,  Madiey  (Bounoe). 

CIDER  AND  PERRY.  ,  .  ^ 

Dozen  of  cider,  made  bv  the  exhibitor,  and  frosi  f^jf!^' 

on  land  in  the  exhibitor^s  occupation.— First  pnf*-  7  ^  ' 

W.  H.  Apperley,  Withington,  Hereford ;  seoood,  «i,  "= 

Taylor,  Showle  Court  ,  ^     z..*--! 

tiozen  of  perry,  made  by  the  exhibitor.and  froni<««fr 

on  hind  in  the  exhibitor's  oocnpation.— Firifc  pme,z='* 

W.  fl.  Apperley. 

*^  HOPS.  p-„ 

Sample  of  hops  grown  in  the  county  of  Hereford.-     • 

£6,  W.  Taylor,  Showle  Court,  Ledbury.    HigUy*""**' 

W.  Taylor,  Thingehill  Court,  Hereford. 

EXTRA  STOCK.  ^, .  p^ 

First  prize,  £2,  Lieutenant-Colonel  l^j!fu^ 

Heiefor/(2x  bacon  pigs) ;  second,  £1,  H.  GJ^^fv^ 

Bishop,  Hereford  (bSf  Gratefiil) ;  third,  l(h,  J.l««^ 

Dalfohike,  Rosa  (ram). 
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At  ihe  dinoer,  Mr.  Wiuss  Hoskyks,  M.F.,  said  that  the  dry 
season  we  had  had  this  year— preceded,  as  it  had  been,  by 
several  seasons  of  extraordinary  drought— had  been  some- 
thing  hardly  ever  witnessed  before  in  this  country.  He 
thought  he  could  say,  without  any  affectation  of  modesty, 
that  be  was  one  of  the  firat  who  went  into  the  subject  of  deep 
drainiDg.  He  had  had  the  satisfaction  of  draining  four  fete 
deep,  from  l,iOO  to  2,000  acres,  in  which  a  tile  had  never  been 
placed.  He  was  then  thought  to  be  a  most  Yentureome  man, 
as  a  tile  had  never  been  put  deeper  than  three  feet  before.  But 
if  the  seasons  we  had  had  for  the  last  four  or  five  Tears  were 
to  continue,  it  would  become  a  serious  question  to  tne  agricul- 
tnrist  how  to  obtain  a  supply  of  water.  If  we  looked  at  the 
immense  value  of  the  turnip  crop — ^at  the  loss  to  the  country 
not  to  have  that  most  useful  and  valuable  crop,  upon  which 
BO  moch  depended — he  thought  he  should  not  be  considered  as 
^ing  further  a  field  in  a  ventursome  proposition  than  he  was 
m  placing  the  drainin^-tile  four  feet  deep,  if  he  said  he  felt 
that  the  streams  and  rivers  which  we  possess  must  be  made  to 
contribute  to  the  support  of  that  crop  upon  which  we  mainly 
depend.  It  would  be  no  great  feat  for  an  engineer  to  raise 
water  from  that  noble  river  which  he  had  been  passing  by  for 
eight  miles  from  Mr.  Stallard's  house.  It  only  required  a  little 
^^fgy*  perseverance,  ingenuity,  and  love  of  agnculture  to 
make  our  streams  and  rivers  conducive  to  the  prosperity  of 
agrienlture,  while  we  should  still  have  the  pleasure  which  we 
now  derive  from  them.  If  that  were  done,  it  would  make  a 
great  change  in  our  system  of  agriculture ;  and  he  felt  that 
■pmethingmiut  be  done  if  our  turnip  crop  were  to  be  con- 
tinned.  He  bad  been  through  the  show,  and  alUiongh  they 
oould  not  congratulate  themselves  upon  its  being  a  large  show, 
thfrre  «ere  nmny  excellent  animals  in  the  yard.  StiU,  he  must 
confess  he  should  like  to  set  his  eyes  upon  some  other 
animals  than  the  Herefords.  There  might  be  some  good 
reason  for  the  existing  conditions ;  but  he  should  certainly 
like  to  see  a  little  more  competition  in  kind  as  well  as  in 
qoality. 

Mr.  Grsezilt  said:  With  regard  to  Mr.  Biddalph's  remarks 
ai  to  the  late  time  of  the  year  at  which  the  show  was  held, 
he  knew  that  there  were  a  great  many  gentlemen  in  the 
county,  about  the  county,  and  some  in  that  room,  who  were 
inelmed  to  hold  it  at  a  ditferent  time,  bnt  he  protested  most 
firm'y  against  any  alteration  being  made.  As  an  old  Here- 
fordshire farmer,  and  as  a  Herefordsiiire  breeder,  he  said  that 
if  tbey  knocked  on  the  head  Hereford  October  fair  they  would 
do  more  harm  than  anytiiin^  that  could  be.  He  strongly 
urged  them  to  keep  the  show  in  connection  with  the  October 
^r.  Winter  was  coming  on,  and  they  knew  what  they  had 
to  prepare  for ;  and  he  maintained  that  it  was  a  very  good 
time  to  hold  the  show.  He  had  also  to  protest  against  a  re- 
mark made  by  Mr.  Hoskyns.  Whatever  we  do,  don*t  let  us 
have  any  Shorthorn  prises  offered  in  the  Hereford  showyard. 
The  Koyal  Agricultural  Society  of  England  very  properly  has 
its  Shorthorns,  Guernseys,  Jerseys,  and  other  breeds ;  but  let 
us  at  Hereford  give  pnzes  only  to  Hereford  cattle,  and  keep 
the  Shorthorns  out  of  the  couuty. 

^Ir.  JoHM  BosLEY  hoped  the  day  was  far  distant  when  they 
should  have  an  alteration  in  the  time  of  holding  the  Herelord 
cattle  show.  The  October  fair  and  the  October  show  were 
hke  the  Siamese  twins,  having  always  been  together,  as  he 
hoped  they  always  would  be.  Then  as  to  Hereford  cattle.  It 
was  a  pure  local  breed,  ai^  there  was  no  countv  in  England 
which  could  boast  of  any  one  breed  similar  to  Herefordshire, 
fle  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  show  would  be  confined  to  Here- 
fords. As  long  as  he  was  a  member  of  the  society  he  should 
hold  op  hu  Iiand  in  favour  of  keeping  the  show  exclusively  to 
Herefords ;  and,  although  he  was  not  selfish,  he  must  say  he 
thought  it  was  the  duty  of  every  Herefordshire  man  to  support 
its  breed  of  cattle. 

Mr.  BiDDULPii  said  other  counties  had  their  fairs,  but  they 
did  not  hold  their  cattle  shows  in  conjunction  with  these 
fairs.  He  thought  it  was  a  mistaken  notion  to  suppose  that 
the  success  of  the  October  fair  depended  upon  the  show  ;  if 
so,  he  was  sorry  that  the  show  had  not  been  a  larger  one. 
They  had  had  a  good  show,  but  not  a  large  one — ^not  such  a 
one  as  they  could  be  proud  of  as  a  county  show.  He  did  not 
cast  any  reflection  upon  the  county,  but  he  thought  that  the 
show  ought  to  be  a  much  larger  one. 

Mr.  DucKHAX  referred  to  the  subject  which  had  been  mooted 
by  Mr.  Hoskyns,  viz.,  the  propriety  of  giving  prizes  to  other 


than  Hereford  cattle.  That,  he  buid,  was  a  subject  which  he 
had  oHen  heard  touched  upon  before,  and  which  had  been 
dealt  with  in  the  press ;  but  hu  opinion  was  simply  this — 
looking  at  th&  small  amount  of  prizes  which  the  society  was 
able  to  offer  for  the  breed  of  cattle  indigenous  to  the  couuty 
it  would  be  injudicious  to  altf  r  its  prise-sheet. 

Mr.W.H.APFERLXT  regretted  that  better  samples  of  the 
county  beverages — cider  and  perry — ^were  not  more  generally 
met  with.  Unless  they  went  into  a  private  house,  there  was 
scarcely  anv  cider  to  be  got  above  the  class  that  was  called 
"  family  cider."  In  his  opinion  the  show  was  not  such  an  one 
as  the  countv  of  Hereford — a  county  furnishing  almost  every 
kind  of  produce  which  all  other  counties  yielded — ought  to 
liave,  but  the  great  difficulty  which  had  to  be  contended  against 
was  want  of  funds.  If  the  society  had  more  funds,  he  believed 
that  it  could  do  much  more ;  and  his  opinion  was  that  if  the 
resources  of  the  counties,  instead  of  being  frittered  away  on 
small  shows — some  of  which  were  dying,  while  there  were 
others  which  were  actually  dead — were  concentrated  on  one 
county  show,  the  result  would  be  very  beneficial.  When  they 
saw  that  in  four  of  the  sheep  classes  there  was  in  each  only 
one  exhibitor,  he  thought  they  must  say  that  the  society  was 
not  carried  on  in  the  way  that  it  ought  to  be  by  Herefordshire 
men. 

The  Kev.  Berkeley  Staivhofe  considered  that  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  society  was  very  large  in  proportion  to  the 
total  amount  which  the  society  had  to  meet ;  and,  therefore,  it 
could  not  perhaps  be  a  matter  of  wonder  that  the  prizes  were 
so  small.  For  instance,  there  had  been  about  £100  expended 
in  shedding. 

The  Eev.  A.  Cliye  approved  of  the  establishment  of  chambers 
of  agriculture,  but  he  hoped  they  would  not  go  bejfond  the  ob- 
ject for  which  they  were  formed.  If  they  did  so,  and  touched 
upon  the  general  politics  of  the  country,  they  would  have  a  bad 
effect.  If  they  confined  themselves  to  discussions  of  the  subjects 
which  legitimately  belonged  to  them,  they  were  calculated  to 
have  a  good  effect ;  but  not  otherwise.  With  regard  to  other 
breeds  of  stock,  he  was  ready  to  acknowledge  their  excellence ; 
bnt  he  regarded  the  Hereford  show  as  a  local  one,  and  thought 
they  weuld  make  but  a  poor  eeturn  to  the  agriculturists  of  the 
county  if  they  admitted  other  breeds  of  cattle  than  the  Here- 
fords. The  show  had  been  but  a  small  one,  and  in  some  re- 
spects it  reminded  him  of  a  stor^  which  he  had  iieard  of  that 
gallant  soldier,  the  late  Sir  David  Baird.  When  at  a  parish 
school  in  Scotland— one  of  those  schools  which  were  very  good 
of  their  sort,  and  to  which  the  middle  and  poorer  classes  sent 
their  children  indiscriminately — he  had  been  rebuked  by  his 
mother  for  being  at  the  bottom  of  the  class ;  and  once  when 
she  asked,  "  Where  have  you  been  to-day  P"  he  replied,  **  Se- 
cond best."  "And  how  many  were  there  in  the  class P" 
"  Just  myself  and  one  lassie,"  was  the  answer.  And  that,  he 
thought,  was  a  position  in  which  some  of  the  competitors  had 
that  day  been  placed. 

Mr.  Akmitage  was  very  anxious  that  nothing  should  be 
done  to  injure  the  October  fair  ;  but  he  considered  that  while 
Herefordshire  had  so  many  beasts  that  it  could  not  show  them 
all  in  one  day,  the  show  was  only  a  prelude  to  the  fair,  to  the 
commercial  prosperity  of  which  he  did  not  believe  the  show 
contributed  one  iota.  He  did  not  think  that  a  beast  had  been 
sold  out  of  the  showyard  that  dsy.  Certainly  he  could  say  for 
himself  that  when  he  had  exhibited  here,  he  had  never  sold  a 
sheep  or  a  pig  in  the  show.  His  opinion  was,  therefore,  that 
if  the  show  were  held  at  another  time  of  the  year,  and  in  other 
towns  of  the  county  alteroatelv,  the  commercial  character  of 
the  fair  would  never  be  altered  thereby.  9e  was  himself  con- 
vinced that  the  show  might  be  held  in  Ledbury,  Ross,  Leo- 
minster, and  other  towns,  without  the  least  injury  being  done 
to  the  October  fair. 

Mr.  Dlxkham  said :  There  was  an  important  point  to  which 
he  wished  to  refer,  viz.,  the  holding  of  the  Royal  show  in  1872. 
In  that  \ear  Hereford  would  come  within  the  district  selected  for 
the  holding  the  show ;  bnt  whether  the  county  would  take  u 
much  interest  in  endeavouring  to  get  the  show  at  Hereford  as  it 
did  in  1863,  he  could  not  attempt  to  say.  The  point,  however, 
to  which  he  wished  to  direct  prominent  notice  was  the  mode 
of  selecting  a  town  adopted  oy  the  Royal  Society.  He  did 
not  approve  of  the  practice  of  putting  the  towns  in  a  given 
district  into  competition,  and  thus  entailing  upon  each  com- 
peting town  a  heavy  expense  as  well  as  great  labour  and 
anxiety.    As  an  instance,  he  referred  to  what  had  been  done 
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here  in  1663,  when  a  sabscripiion  of  £5,000  or  £A,000  wai 
gtiaranteed,  and  when  the  expenses  incnrred  involved  a  deduction 
of  6  per  cent,  upon  all  snbscriptions  of  £5  and  upwards.  Yet, 
after  all  that  expense,  anxiety,  and  labour  had  been  incurred, 


the  show  was  held  at  Worcester.  He  gave  a  preferefitt  to 
the  practice  of  the  Bath  and  West  of  England  Sodetr,  til, 
the  selection  of  a  town  and  offering  it  conditions  if  it  dine  ts 
accept  them. 


THE    GROWTH    OF    SUGAE-BEET. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Cirencester  Chamber  of  Agriculture, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Edmonds,  the  president  in  the  chair,  Professor 
Chubch,  of  the  Eoyai  Agricultural  College,  said  that  the 
possibility  of  cultivating  sugar-beet  was  of  great  interest  alike 
to  the  fanner,  the  sugar- manufacturer,  the  spirit-distiller,  and 
the  chemical  manufacturer  of  potash  both  in  England  and 
Ireland.  The  new  iuduatiy  had  assumed  gigantic  proportions 
in  many  parts  of  the  Continent ;  but  the  few  attempts  made 
to  follow  it  in  England  had  not  as  yet  been  considerably 
successful,  though  the  renewed  attempts  of  the  last  two  or 
three  years  seemed  likely  to  have  better  results.  In  1869 
Uiere  was  in  France  alone  a  total  weight  of  300,000  tons  of 
beet-sugar  manufactured  at  £26  a  ton ;  thus  the  industry  in 
France  represented  a  value  of  7i  millions  sterling.  Then,  in 
the  manufacture  there  remained  a  certain  amount  of  molasses, 
a  sort  of  rough  treacle,  whicii  might  be  made  into  spirits,  and 
was  also  veiv  acceptable  to  the  palate  of  certain  animals ;  and 
the  hundred  thousand  tons  lett  from  the  quantity  of  sugar 
named  would  be  worth  half  a  million  sterling.  The  Professor 
claimed  that  th^  cultivation  of  beet  had  a  greater  interest  for 
Ireland  than  tMt  of  the  potato  once  had,  and  that  the  one 
was  likely  to  replace  the  other,  and  said  that  insurmountable 
difficulties  as  to  the  excise  which  no  politician  had  yet  been 
able  to  overcome  made  tobacco  culture  an  impossible  remedy 
for  Irehnd.  He  then  said  that  it  was  only  in  1747  that  a 
Berlin  apothecary  first  discovered  that  there  was  sugar  in  the 
beetroot  exactly  as  in  the  sugar-cane,  and  that  he  extracted 
from  four-and-a-half  to  six  parts  of  sogar^  from  a  hundred 
parts  of  beetroot.  But  the  methods  of  chemical  manipulation 
were  then  very  poor ;  no  one  knew  how  to  separate  the  saline 
matters  from  the  sugar  in  the  root;  and  the  attempts  at 
oiKanised  manufacture  failed.  In  1790  the  experiment  was 
renewed  in  Silesia  with  a  very  good  strain  of  sugar-beet,  and 
a  large  yidd  was  obtained,  Uiough  the  anality  of  the  sugar  was 
not  first-rate.  Then  between  1795  and  1815  the  European 
wars  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  almost  entirely  prevented  the 
re-establishment  of  this  industry,  until  a  very  scientific  minister 
of  his  established  enormous  manufactories  for  carrying  it  on ; 
and  now  the  sugar-beet  was  grown  from  Austria  to  Sweden ; 
and  the  extent  of  district  in  which  it  could  be  grown  was 
enormous.  The  speaker  admitted  the  extent  to  which  the 
growth  would  use  up  land  now  devoted  to  cereals,  but  said 
that  the  same  objection  had  been  raised  to  the  cultivation  of 
sugar  in  the  West  Indies,  especially  in  the  parts  where  the 
sugar  was  turned  into  spirit,  and  observed  that  in  England 
there  would  be  counterbalancing  advantages,  naming  particu- 
larly as  one  the  constant  employment  afforded  to  the  rural 
population  throughout  the  winter  months.  "It  will  also,"  he 
said,  "favour  the  development  of  many  ingenious  contrivances, 
employ  a  large  amount  of  capital,  &cilitate  enterprise,  advance 
science,  and  offer  altogether  a  new  field  for  industry,  science, 
and  capital."  The  increase  abroad,  he  said,  had  been  enormous. 
France  had  increased  the  number  of  its  manufactories  from  29 
in  1827  to  336  in  I860,  and  probably  to  600  at  the  present 
time ;  and  there  were  also  at  least  500  distilleries  for  con- 
verting the  sugar  into  spirit.  On  the  whole  Continent  in  1869 
there  were  1,800  factories,  producing  more  than  611,000  tons 
of  sunir  yearly  ;  and  in  the  same  year  the  sugar  was  imported 
into  &e  United  Kingdom  as  an  ordinary  commercial  article  to 
the  extent  of  55,000  tons,  costing  £1,600,000.  Onlv  about 
seven  distilleries  had  as  yet  been  established  in  EngUna — four 
of  them  r.ear  London,  and  one,  Mr.  Campbell*s,  at  Buscot 
Park.  Touching,  then,  upon  the  botany  of  the  subject,  the 
Professor  said  there  were  many  varieties  even  of  the  sugar-beet, 
hut  that  some  of  them  differed  but  slightly  the  one  from  the 
other.  One  kind  was  the  Silesian,  wim  many  varieties; 
another  was  the  Imperial  beet,  a  great  favourite  in  France, 
and  which  would  now  probably  be  called  the  JRepiMican  beet ; 
and  there  was  a  third  kind  grown  to  a  large  extent  in  Holland. 
It  would  be  needful  to  make  experiments  during  two  or  thiee 


vears  in  order  to  ascertain  what  variety  best  suited  the  loii 
Deing  used  \  the  soil  must  be  in  a  very  fine  state  of  dirisioa 
and  tilth,  and  must  especially  be  free  from  stones.  Profosor 
Church  here  selected  from  the  heap  of  roots  and  pulp  id 
sugar  in  front  of  him  a  root  which  had  had  its  tan  divened  Ij 
a  small  stone  and  its  sugar-producing  properties  taos  dectnjtd 
to  a  great  extent.  This  led  him  to  contend  for  the  aeed  of  i 
good^  shape  to  the  root,  and  he  showed  in  illnstratioD  oos  cf 
the  two  or  three  hundred  plants  he  has  grown,  and  vhicb  bs 
said  he  is  saving  for  experiment.  The  root  should  hate  nj 
neck,  and  should  not  be  forked,  seeins  that  the  mM 
removal  of  the  forks  would  cause  bleeding  and  so  forth,  i24 
thus  waste  much  of  the  sugar.  He  also  showed  the  ed  of 
too  large  a  proportion  of  leaf,  holding  up  a  root  vkich,  v.u 
a  proportion  of  100  of  root  to  200  of  leaf,  yielded  only  'i>\  ?o 
cent,  of  sugar,  while  fromiinother  root  in  which  thepioportios 
was  reversed  to  some  extent  was  drawn  12  per  cent  of  i«g»- 
He  spoke  of  the  crinkling  of  the  leaf,  and  pive  agues 
showing  the  gradually  decreasing  proportion  of  lof  to  i^  J 
a  plant  ne  haS  been  noticing  for  some  weeks.  He  meatio&td 
that  the  good  average  weight  sought  in  the  roots  had  gnialiy 
advanced  from  1  lb.  or  I|  lb.  to  2  lbs.  or  9\  lbs.,  thoozh  foat 
had  been  grown  as  heavy  as  5  lbs. ;  and  he  said  that  %\m.  tbe 
root  was  good  it  should  sink  in  water.  The  yield  of  xvM  per 
acre  varied  in  different  countries ;  in  Austria  the  avenp  vis 
ten  tons,  in  Prussia  fourteen,  and  in  France  tvelve.  Ii  i^ 
latter  country  the  scientific  minister  named  could  grow  oair 
ei^ht  tons  to  the  acre ;  later  another  man  grev  tea ;.  Utit 
still,  a  doctor  produced  sixteen ;  and  last  year,  an  sgncaltsnit 
in  the  Department  of  the  Seine  prodnced  an  average  of  ihir?- 
eight  tons  alike  on  his  own  farm  and  on  several  othen  in  '^ 
Commune.  Another  man  also  gave  thirty-eight  tons  is  hi) 
average,  and  a  German  authority  of  equal  value  retsned  < 
like  average  for  the  district  in  which  his  method  of  caltif ttks 
had  been  used.  The  Irish  experiments  yielded  from  tUtteii 
to  forty  tons  of  roots  per  acre,  and  the  6ugar-b«et  coQta;id 
sixteen  per  cent,  of  sugar ;  the  sugar-cane  didn't  yield  son 
than  seventeen.  In  France  the  cost  of  growth  was  3^  ^ 
acre  more  than  that  of  wheat.  Turning  homewud,  u4 
answering  the  question,  "Is  the  dimate  suitw  to  the  (trovtar' 
the  Professor  said,  "  We  may  conclude  that  nearlj  the  %lk 
of  Ireland  as  well  as  of  England  is  capable  of  growing  bat 
containing  a  large  proportion  of  sugar,  but  that  the  aeaio^ia 
sowing  and  harvesting  must  be  carefully  watched.  To  aocciv 
ance  with  the  temperature  and  other  conditions,  ;oa  b^^: 
know  when  to  pnt  in  the  seed,  what  sort  of  seed  and  bueir 
to  use,  and  so  lorth  j  and  then  in  nearly  all  parts  of  ^F|^ 
and  Ireland  the  crop  may  be  grown.  A  moist  dimate  im  i 
moderate  amount  of  sun— conditions  which  we  can  prtttTVc^ 
realise  hero— wUl  suit  the  beetroot  Car  better  than  a  veir  ^i 
hot  air,  and  a  brilliant,  powerful  sun.  It  must  not  be$!> 
mitted  to  either  very  great  cold  or  very  serious  drovgbt ;  eins 
condition  injures  the  growth  of  the  plant  and  interferes  via 
the  percentage  of  sugar.  The  plant  has  been  nova  lei} 
nearly  to  the  Artie  circle— from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Ca<F^ 
Sea ;  and  one  variety  sprouts  at  a  temperature  of  4i'  f>^- 
The  root  does  not  rot  if  exposed  to  the  freeung  point  fori 
short  time ;  but  if  exposed  lower  than  that  pmnt  for  anj  esj 
siderable  period  it  becomes  soft  and  rotten."  It  was  oootcda 
that  England  was  better  suited  to  the  culture  thu  ni 
Belgium,  for  the  reason  that  the  system  of  culture  was  w 
here  than  there ;  and  it  was  said  also  that  the  higher  la»i^ 
culture  needful  in  this  department  would  tend  to  wst*^ 
culture  generally.  One  point  of  culture  bsisked  opoa  •« 
that  the  roots  should  be  so  earthed  up  as  that  it  ihoald  bej> 
possible  to  tell  whether  they  were  red  or  white  wiil>«j 
removing  them,  for  the  reason  that  when  raised  shove  tbei* 
there  was  great  resistance  to  the  formation  of  the  ^'^'^'^^'^ 
the  plant  would  not  develop  itself  regularly,  and  ^J^ 
was  a  root  forked  and  oontcacted  and  poor  in  sagar. 
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the  top  layer  of  an  expoied  root,  and  you  would  probably  find 
only  6  per  cent,  of  sugar ;  the  nest  layer  would  yield  6|  per 
oent. ;  and  to  the  increaie  wonld  advance  to  16  or  18  percent, 
in  a  root  the  average  yield  of  which  was  perhaps  ooIt  10  per 
cent.  With  regard  to  soil,  neither  pure  cbialk  nor  chalk  mixed 
with  a  little  marl  or  clay  or  sand  answered ;  it  should  not  be  a 
poor  or  simpiv  a  sandy  soil.  A  mixed  soil,  not  too  easily 
dried,  answered  best,  and  a  soil  not  too  stiff  was  better  than  a 
soil  with  too  large  a  proportion  of  granular  matter  in  it ;  and 
for  8B(;ar  it  was  essential  that  the  alkaline  matter  in  the  soil 
should  not  be  too  large,  for  the  reason  that  this  matter  would 
interfere  much  with  the  quality  of  the  sugar ;  for  distillery 
purposes,  howeyev,  the  presence  of  the  saline  matter  was  not 
of  so  much  importance.  On  many  soils  the  application  of 
burnt  lime  conferred  great  benefit,  and  calcareous  matter  was 
also  found  to  be  very  useful  in  stiff  soils  otherwise  well  adapted 
to  the  growth  of  beet.  Deep  ploughing  was  considered  a 
neat  requisite  of  success,  and  twice  was  better  than  once. 
For  sugar,  the  manure  needed  to  be  put  upon  the  land  in  the 
autumn ;  for  spirits  it  was  needless  to  regard  this  point.  The 
land  must  be  ready  for  sowing  about  the  middle  of  April. 
lUdng  the  fair  average  vield,  there  would  be  twenty  tons  of  beet 
and  fifteen  of  leaves.  Ihese  twenty  tons  of  beet  would  remove 
from  an  acre  of  land  ISOlbs.  of  potash,  SOlbs  of  phosphoric  acid, 
3il\».  of  magnesia,  18  lbs.  of  sulphuric  add,  and  67  lbs.  of 
nitrogen.  These  substances,  save  the  nitrogen,  were  solid, 
farthy,  mineral  matters,  which  the  plant  could  not  get  except 
from  the  soil.  Thirty-five  bushels  of  wheat,  1621bs.  to  the 
bushel,  wonld  only  take  from  the  acre  of  land  on  which  they 
grew  121b8.  of  potash  and  ISlbs.  of  phosphoric  acid :  thus  the 
9o  bushels  extracted  only  SOlbs.  of  solid,  earthy,  mineral  mat- 
ter. But  while  the  twenty  tons  of  roots  took  awav  8471bs., 
with  their  leaves  they  extracted  8401bs.  of  mineral  matters, 
and  among  these  potash  and  phosphoric  acid,  two  of  the  most 
ralaable  ingredients  of  the  soil.  Allusion  was  made  to  the 
consequent  rise  in  the  price  of  potash  salts  and  of  the  mineral 
coming  from  Saxony  which  was  really  sulphate  of  potash ; 
and  g^wers  were  exhorted  to  restore  potash  to  the  land  by 
using  the  large  quantities  of  valuable  refuse,  bone-black,  and 
so  forth,  resulting  from  the  sugar  manufacture.  The  liroe- 
waate  in  the  purification  of  the  juice — ^the  scum  that  resulted 
from  the  boiling  down — the  worn-out  sacks  used  for  pressing 
the  pulp,  and  which,  being  made  of  wool,  were  rich  in  nitrogen 
when  they  had  become  thoroughly  rotten — the  waste  from  the 
furnaces  and  the  scrapinga  of  the  roots — ^the  still-liquor  waste, 
containing  three-fourths  of  the  lost  potash — the  manure  of  the 
ani.nala  led  upon  the  pulp  and  the  leaves,  embodjring  the  other 
fourth — all  these  embraced  elements  of  great  value  to  the  soil. 
As  to  the  kind  of  the  manures  needed,  the  Professor  said  that 
saline  matters  were  had  if  the  purpose  was  sugar-making,  but 
observed,  "  Distilleries  will  probably  largely  take  the  place  of 
sugar  manufactories — for  a  great  many  people  who  refuse  a 
lolipop  will  accept  a  dram."  As  giving  an  idea  of  how  much 
saline  matter  could  mix  with  knd  a  long  distance  from  the 
sea,  he  told  that  during  the  past  six  months  Slbs.  had  come 
from  the  Biiatol  Channel  in  the  rain-water  alone  upon  every 
acre  of  the  Cotswolds,  and  that  probably  the  whole  year  would 
yield  from  701be.  to  601bs.  per  acre.  Therefore,  he  said,  there 
was  no  need  for  the  artificial  application  of  common  salt. 
With  reference  to  the  seed,  he  said  it  was  of  great  importance 
to  have  a  good  strain,  and  that  the  time  for  sowing  ranged 
from  the  bt^nning  of  April  to  the  beginning  of  May,  that  the 
seed  should  be  soaked  in  water  and  then  rolled  in  fine  bone- 
black,  and  Uiat  wise  distances  between  the  rows  and 
drills  would  be  18in.  by  22in.  He  spoke  of  the  difficulties 
resulting  from  not  striking  the  due  medium  of  distance, 
and  showed  examples  of  good  effect  among  plants 
grown  this  year  npon  the  College  soil,  which  was  not  rery 
deep  and  had  not  been  manured — and  then  with  only  a  few 
loads  of  farmyard  manure — for  four  years.  In  tliis  crop  were 
found,  in  every  lOOlbs.  of  beets,  these  per  centages  of  sugar — 
on  Aug.  10th  8-70,  ditto  24th  9*20,  Sept.  7th  9*77,  ditto  dlst 
10*48,  Oct.  6th  i  200  ;  and  it  was  said  that  in  another  fortnight 
there  wonld  probably  be  ISlbs.  or  141b8.  of  sugar.  He  in- 
tended, he  said,  to  carry  the  experiments  to  a  conclusion,  and 
to  watch  the  effect  of  tlie  frosts  and  what  changes  there  were, 
and  bow  far  th«  sugar  was  developed  and  when  it  began  to 
lessen.  Professor  Church  referred  to  the  beautiful  instruments 
used  in  the  mannlhcture  upon  the  Continent — one,  like  a  series 
of  cli6ese4aiteEi  pkotd  aido  by  aidfi,  for  transplanting  the  beet- 


root, and  another  for  earthing  up  any  parts  of  the  root  exposed 
to  the  light.  He  said  that  the  proportion  of  sugar  varied  even 
in  plants  growing  side  by  side  from  8*6  per  cent,  to  13-5  per 
cent,  in  every  100  parts  of  root.  He  liimself  didn't  have  a 
very  good  strain  of  seed  last  year,  and  his  proportions  were— 
Sept.  8th  6-8,  Oct.  9th  7*6,  Nov.  3rd  8*6,  and  Nov.  24th  10. 
The  formation  of  the  sugar  might  be  tested  by  the  growth  of 
the  leaves,  seeing  that  undue  vigour  in  that  respect  meant  loss 
in  the  other.  But  the  easiest  test  was  to  take  up  a  few  roots 
and  rasp  them  upon  a  bread-grater,  and  find  the  specific 
gravity  of  the  juice  by  seeing  if  it  would  float  a  bulb  sold  for 
the  purpose :  if  the  bulb  marked  7  floated  Uie  juice  was  good 
— ^ifnot,  it  waspoor.  The  specific  gravity  of  the  juice  was 
1*07,  but  was  sometimes  higher.  Another  test  was  as  to  the 
blackening  of  the  root  when  a  knife  was  passed  through  it :  a 
good  root  generally  turned  pink  when  exposed  to  the  air. 
The  effect  of  a  root  running  to  seed  was  very  injurious,  the 
flowers  and  buds  benefiting  at  the  expense  of  the  sugar.  The 
percentages  of  sugar  in  certain  roots  in  different  stages  taken 
from  Buacot  and  elsewhere  were  stated ;  and  then  directions 
were  given  as  to  the  preservation  of  the  roots  and  the  different 
rotations  of  crops  with  oats  and  potatoes  and  clover  and  so 
on.  It  was  exphiined  that  the  pulp  mixed  with  other  sub- 
stances formed  an  admirable  food  for  dairy  cows,  and  if  ex- 
eluded  from  the  air  would  keep  for  any  length  of  time  -,  a  bot- 
tleful  was  shown  which  was  nine  years  old,  and  appeared  to  be 
as  good  as  ever.  A  ton  of  pulp  was  equal  to  a  ton-and-a-half 
of  the  roots  from  which  it  had  been  made.  The  liquor  ex- 
pressed might  be  used  either  for  sugar  or  alcohol ;  but  in  any 
case  the  waste  honor  might  be  used  on  the  land  again.  The 
Professor  concluded  by  further  urging  the  return  to  the  land 
of  the  different  constituents  drawn  from  it  by  the  roots. 

Mr.  Little,  jun.,  gave  figures  he  had  obtained  while  in 
France.  A  ton  of  beetroot  cost  20  frs.  at  the  distillery  door ; 
containing  7i  per  cent.,  it  would  yield  1651b$  of  sugar,  which, 
at  6d.  per  lb.,  would  fetch  £4  2s.  6d. ;  the  cost  of  manufacture 
and  materials  was  9s.  4d.,  the  duty  £1  8s.  4d.,  and,  with  5s.  for 
wear  and  tear  of  machinery  and  interest  of  money,  there  would 
be  a  total  of  £2  2s.  8d.,  whicli,  added  to  the  20  frs.  of  original 
cost,  would  make  £3 ;  on  the  other  hand,  9s.  for  pulp  and 
molasses,  added  to  the  market  price  of  the  sugar,  would  make 
£4  Us.  6d. ;  and  thus,  taking  the  cost  of  production  from  the 
amount  of  sale,  there  woula  be  left  a  clear  profit  of  31s.  6d. 
upon  every  ton.  In  the  distillery  he  saw  produced  from  a  ton 
of  beetroot  14^  gallons  of  spirits,  and  discerned  several  inci- 
dental advantages  connected  with  the  manufacture  in  either 
department. 

Mr.  £.  Ruck  said :  In  the  last  week  in  March,  1869,  a  letter 
was  published  in  the  Times  pointing  out  the  great  advantage  to 
be  gained  by  growing  beet  in  England,  and  in  consequence  I  went 
to  Lavenham,  in  Suffolk,  in  the  first  week  in  April  to  see  works 
erected  there  by  Mr.  Duncan  for  Uie  purpose  of  manufacturing 
sn^ar  from  beet ;  and  I  found  there  a  very  extensive  set  of 
buildings  and  machinery.  Mr.  Duncan  had  been  giving  to 
the  farmers  for  their  roots  £1  per  ton  on  delivery  ;  the  farmers 
had  taken  back  the  pulp  at  13b.  per  ton ;  and  the  crop  averaged 
from  16  to  24  tons  per  acre.  In  the  third  week  lu  April  I 
went  to  Prance  to  examine  their  mode  of  manufacture,  and 
inquire  as  to  the  profits  derived  from  it.  I  found  that  a  ton  of 
beet  would  yield  20  gallons  of  spirit,  and  that  the  pulp  would 

Ky  for  the  manufacture  and  the  interest  of  Uie  money  employed' 
may  was  the  great  sugar  market  for  Prance,  and  there  were 
figuzes  showine  the  great  rise  in  the  price  of  land  near  a  manu- 
factory or  distillery.  Some  land  yielded  thirty  tons  to  the  acre,  and 
the  beet  had  been  grown  for  fifteen  years  in  succession.  Thus 
the  farmer  and  the  manufacturer  had  alike  £30  an  acre,  and  the 
pulp  paid  nil  expenses.  The  two  chief  sorts  erown  in  Prance 
were  the  red  beet  and  the  white  Silesian,  the  last-named  yield- 
ing the  i^eater  per-oentage  of  sugar ;  and  great  care  was 
needful  in  preventing  coarseness  in  the  plants  by  having  them 
due  distances  apart  and  so  on.  The  cost  of  a  sugar  manufac- 
tory, with  spirit  distillery  attached,  would  be  about  £20,000; 
and  such  a  place  would  oonsume  10,000  tons  of  beet  in  a  year. 
But  under  one  system  a  distillery  could  be  erected  and  pro- 
vided with  macbineiy  at  a  cost  of  £1,600.  In  England,  the 
Government  duty  on  the  spirit  was  10b.  per  gallon,  so  that  with 
an  acre  yielding  20  tons  of  oeet,  and  these  producing  400  gallons 
of  spirit,  the  Government  would  receive  £200  for  each  acre. 
It  has  been  proved  from  analysis  that  no  country  has  a  soil  or 
climate  bettor  adapted  than  qub  to  the  growing  of  these  roota 
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profitably;  and  I  believe  that  the  raooessiTe  cro^s  of  beet 
are  not  injorioos  to  the  land.  Whererer  we  went  in  rrance 
in  the  neighbonrhood  of  a  manufactory  or  a  distillery  we  saw 
persons  who  had  plen^v  of  money  in  their  pockets,  thoagh  the 
farmers  in  such  a  neighbonrhood  are,  as  a  mle,  a  very  poor 
class ;  and  I  saw  therefore  that  this  was  a  new  and  profiteble 
industry  yeiy  mneh  needed. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Smith,  of  Bibnry,  it  was  stated  that  a  ton 
of  pulp  resulted  from  fonr  tons  of  root. 

Mr.  Smith  said :  Professor  Charch  has  told  ns  that  onr 
land  is  suited  to  this  culture ;  but  I  don't  think  our  climate 
is  sufficient.  It  appears  that  the  growth  has  been  tried  in 
several  places  in  Eogland,  and  has  come  to  nothing :  and  I 
think  it  we  wait  a  little  while  we  shall  see  Mr.  Campoell's  ex- 
periment come  to  the  same  end. 

Professor  Wriohtson  objected  to  a  mere  expression  of 
opinion  such  as  that,  and  put  it  that  if  there  was  a  satisfac- 
tory yield  per  acre  the  essentials  of  climate  and  soil  must  be 
present  inEnglaad. 

The  Principal  o(  the  College  asked  Professor  Church 
whether  tlie  returning  of  the  pulp  to  the  soil  was  not  giving 
food  for  the  future  crop  in  a  more  available  form  than  it  could 
otherwise  be  obtained. 

The  Professor  answered  that  it  was  universally  admitted 
that  it  paid  the  grower  to  give  12s.  a  ton  for  that  forming  the 
fourth  part  of  that  for  which  they  had  obtained  16s.  a  ton,  and 
he  read  a  printed  opinion  to  this  effect — "  I  give  it  aa  my 
opinion  that  beetroot  pulp  at  12s.  a  ton  is  unquestionably  a 
cheap  and  valuable  food  which  may  be  used  aa  a  good  sub- 
stitute for  roots."    With  regard  to  another  point,  the  Profes- 


sor said,  *<  I  am  certainly  convinoed  that  all  theforaa  Mm 
in  ^wing  beet  for  logar  or  spirit  in  this  oooatzy  have  bes 
owing  to  unfortunate  mistakes  in  regard  to  the  sppsntu  v 
the  processes  used,  and  not  in  any  degree  to  the  dinte  or  tJx 
soil :  I  am  certain  that  we  should  have  as  great  a  mtem  ii 
the  growth  of  sugar  in  thia  oonntry  as  m  any  pazt  of  Empe. 
The  fanners  may  grow  from  twenty  to  tiiirty  tons  d  n^- 
beet  per  acre,  and  they  can  get  16s.  a  ton,  and  no  obta 
back  the  pulo  at  12a.  or  ISs.  a  ton— and  I  take  it  that  ia 
using  that  pulp  they  not  only  provide  food  for  sbIbuIs,  b« 
also  manure  for  the  soil.  The  greater  part  of  the  potash 
needed  is  in  the  farmer's  own  hands,  for  the  reuos  tio! 
potash  salts  are  converted  into  manure,  and  can  be  pircbied 
at  a  very  cheap  rate.  The  crude  liquor  will  prohsbl^  be  tt- 
tarned  to  the  farmer  for  nothing — and  ihat  oootsins  foe- 
fifths  of  the  potash  taken  away.  Until  potash  lunafutaiB 
have  been  established  in  England,  the  waste  liqoor  I  hai; 
named  will  be  of  no  use  whatever ;  and  therefore  tmsp- 
ments  should  be  made  to  carry  it  back  to  the  land.  B«t  t* 
whole  subject  demands  very  ^careful  thought,  and  I  hv 
avoided  several  points  for  want  of  time.*' 

Mr.  Smowsell  said  Utat  the  profit  suggested  nsoflltSs 
an  acre. 

Mr.  Ruck  said.  If  I  understand  arithmetic  grovifij  & 
tons  of  beet  on  an  acre,  and  selling  them  off  st  £1  a  :ffi, 
would  yield  £30  an  acre  to  f^  into  the  fiumer's  pocket;  ak 
you  might  leave  the  pulp  with  the  manufacturer  if  joa  dsooir 
— which,  by  the  way,  is  what  I  should  do. 

It  was  then    decided  to  adjourn   the 
month. 


STOCK    MANAGEMENT    AT    TILLYFOUB. 


In  no  other  county  of  Scotland  is  the  breeding  and  fattening 
of  cattle  so  successfully  carried  out  as  in  Aberdeenshire. 
Without  cattle  the  present  rents  could  not  be  paid,  as  the 
return  obtained  for  fat  cattle  is  the  main  source  of  agricul- 
tural wealth.  The  county  at  large  is  therefore  deeply  in- 
terested in  stock  management.  What  applies  to  the  county  of 
Aberdeen  applies  within  certain  limits  to  nearly  every  county 
of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Onr  attention  has  been  frequently  called  within  the  last 
two  or  three  months  to  the  difficulties  which  the  owners  of 
stock  have  experienced  to  keep  their  cattle  in  a  progressing 
state.  The  difficulties  of  the  present  season  are  not,  however, 
exceptional,  as  farmers  have  often  had  to  contend  with  the 
perplexing  problem,  how  to  keep  cattle  which  are  being  pre- 

Sared  for  the  fat  market  in  a  progressing  state  from  the  end  of 
uly  to  the  beginning  of  October.  Having  this  summer  fre- 
quently seen  the  scarcity  of  food  in  pastures,  and  the  almost 
entire  absence  of  forage  crops  which  could  be  used  as  a  sub- 
stitute for,  and  an  auxiliary  to,  the  scanty  and  withered  herbage 
in  the  pasture  fields,  we  resolved  to  visit  Aberdeenshire,  in  the 
expectation  that  we  would  see  instances  of  how  the  problem 
has  been  satisfactorily  solved — viz.,  the  autumn  keeping  of 
cattle  which  were  being  prepared  for  the  fat  market ;  and 
knowing  the  practical  skill  and  energy  displayed  tft  Tillyfour 
in  the  management  of  cattle  by  Mr.  WiUiam  M*Combie, 
M.P.,  we  visited  him  last  week. 

Taking  train  from  Edinburgh,  and  proceeding  by  Stirling 
and  Perth  to  Aberdeen,  we  observed  almost  everywhere  that 
the  pastures  were  bare,  affording  little  keep  for  cattle,  beyond 
the  withered  stalks  of  the  grasses  which  had  formed  seed. 
Between  Perth  and  Aberdeen  were  seen  well-stocked  pastures, 
with  cattle  in  a  condition  from  lean  to  half  fat,  but  in  no  in- 
stance  did  the  herbage  appear  to  be  so  abundant  or  so  succu- 
lent as  to  advance  condition.  In  manv  instances  it  appeared 
to  ns  that  the  cattle  must  be  getting  older  without  advancing 
in  condition ;  or,  speaking  more  correctly,  thej  are  losing  con- 
dition acquired  in  the  beginning  of  the  graa  season.  It  was 
after  we  had  reached  the  station  of  Whitehonse,  in  the  Vale 
of  Alford,  that  we  observed  that  although  the  herbage  was 
comparatively  browned  by  the  summer  drought,  there  was  suffi- 
cient  for  the  annimals  to  eat,  but  the  grass  was  not  of  a  de- 
scription calculated  to  fatten  them. 

•'-  —  -mly  after  we  inapeeted  the  stook  on  the  three  farma 


occupied  bv  Mr.  M*Corabie,  M.P.,  vi*. :  Tillyfoar,  Bridgesi, 
and  Dorsel,  amounting  to  between  1,100  and  1,300  aar> 
arable,  that  we  found  the  problem  aatisfactohly  iolv«d,l:3f 
feeding  cattle  could  be  kept  with  a  profit  dariog  the  hie 
part  of  the  summer  and  the  greater  part  of  antamn  ritiiss' 
reducing  their  numbers  until  the  tnmip  crop  was  mtivt^ 
At  Tillyfour  we  found  forty-one  polled  cattle,  aged  from  tiiis 
to  four  years,  comfortably  housed,  twenty  being  in  stnv-n.*^ 
and  twenty-one  tied  up  in  byres.  The  cattle  in  the  sfanissR 
fed  three  times  a  day  on  a  mixture  of  oats,  peas,  uA  ta«- 
The  forage  is  nearly  ripe,  and  the  catUe  receive  as  vaA  s 
they  can  eat  without  waste.  In  addition  to  the  fonge  {o^^ 
barley,  and  tares),  they  have  a  feed  of  good  dover  a»i  ^1 
that  IS,  four  feeds  a  day  of  forage.  The  cattle  tied  up  >!» 
receive  forage  three  times  a  day  along  with  turnips,  bat  ^s^ 
cake  at  the  present  time.  Water  is  introduced  isto  u  *> 
sheds.  The  cattle  in  the  sheds  receive  from  tvo  to  tkr 
pounds  of  the  best  linseed  cake  a  da^.  The  cattle  cosfiae^  is 
oyres  are  allowed  as  many  turnips  with  the  shaws  attach  a 
they  can  eat ;  the  variety  is  the  Aberdeen  Yellow :  the  be.^ 
are  already  well  grown,  and  promise  to  be  a  vei;  fall  era?  t« 
October.  The  seed  was  sown  in  the  latter  part  of  Mbt.  i^ 
cattle  in  the  sheds  are  expected  to  be  ready  for  tfael^- 
don  market  in  a  month  or  six  weeks  from  the  prrtent  da»^ 
while  the  largest  sized  cattle  confined  in  the  byrei  are  a^ 
be  despatched  for  London  until  the  Christmas  market.  Ivf 
will  be  allowed  cake  about  the  end  of  October  utu  ^^ 
time  they  leave  for  London  '*  to  give  them  tbeir  last  ^P- 

In  a  somewhat  high  and  exposed  fidd  were  gradaf  v^ 
thirty  cattle,  purehaaed  in  spring  at  from  llOtoii^F^ 
head.    The  pasture,  second  crop  clover,  was  veiy  g^d,  9^ 
the  cattle  seemed  as  if  they  would  have  been  the  better^ 
shelter.    There  is  a  shed  in  the  field.    Ote  iaquiiy  we  N«< 
that  these  animals  will  be  removed  in  ten  days  to  tbeftnaf 
stalls.    In  another  field,  consisting  of  upwards  of  lOOaoti' 
old  pasture,  a  large  number  of  cattle  were  grasiiig.   1^«  r^ 
had  been  at  one  tune  under  the  plough,  but  at  a  ^^^^ 
Observing  some  draining  operations  prooeediag,  we  iaW^ 
that  the  field  ia  to  be  broken  up  and  put  throogh  a  eoetges 
eronping.    Judging  from  the  nerban,  we  aasiuned  tw^ 
land  was  superior,  Dut  the  altitude  ia  high,  being  betwcs  ^ 
and  800  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.    The  csltte  la  tbi 
field  were  neither  bo  nnifonn  nor  to  good  as  those  n  ■>- 
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eTioaaly  leen.  A  few  of  the  oatUe  had  heen  worked  in  the 
)iurh,  but  all  were  ahoat  three-parts  fit^t*.  g,,  tetting  them 
the  Tillyfbw  standard  of  fatness.  We  also  obserred 
x>  or  Uires  coloured  eattle  in  this  lot. 
Adjoining  this  field  were  36  acres  of  Swedish  tomips.  The 
Id  was  without  a  blank,  and  so  luxuriant  were  the  leaves 
at  the  rows  oonld  not  be  distinguished.  Surprised  at  the 
pearance  of  the  field,  we  learned  that  it  had  been  for  a  long 
nod  in  grass.  Broken  up  in  1807»it  had  produced  two 
traordinazj  crops  of  oats.  The  land  received  about  eight 
rtloads  of  liirmjard  dang,  and  from  6  to  7  cwts.  of  dissoWed 
nes  per  sere,  prerious  to  sowing  the  Swede  seed.  We  ha?e 
idom  seen  in  any  season  such  a  promising  crop,  and  nowhere 
is  autumn  have  we  obserred  a  field  at  all  approaching  this 
e  on  the  fkrm  of  Tilljfour,  the  result  mainly,  we  beliere,  of 
e  number  of  years  the  field  has  been  g^razed. 
In  a  field  near  the  house,  where  a  part  of  the  breeding 
xk  was  kept,  we  found  about  thirty  cows  in  milk,  generally 
ith  ealves  at  their  feet.  The  cows  are  hure,  handsome,  and 
loerally  in  Terv  high  condition.  Among  tnem  was  the  first- 
ize  cow  at  the  Oreat  International  Exhibition  at  Paris  in 
(56.  She  is  now  eighteen  years  old ;  and,  although  fet,  she 
lows  the  effects  of  aoVancinff  jears.  We  learn  that  this  year 
»e  lost  her  odf,  but,  with  tnis  exceotton,  she  has  bred  regu- 
rly  since  she  was  two  years  old.  This  cow,  when  in  bloom, 
IS  one  of  the  most  perfect  specimens  of  Foiled  Angus  that 
tT  was  exhibited,  and  has  nerer  been  beaten  in  any  competi- 
3n,  except  by  her  daughter,  '*  The  Pride  of  Aberdeen,'*  who 
MS  in  the  same  field  with  a  splendid  heifer-calf  at  her  foot, 
^veral  other  first-prize  cows  of  the  Highland  Society  were 

10  in  the  field.  In  one  of  the  byres  was  a  three-year-old 
ill  of  the  PoUed  Angus.  In  open  sheds  were  three  yearling 
lUs.  One  of  these  is  a  remarkable  animal  for  his  size,  ana 
lows  prominently  the  characteristics  of  the  breed. 

On  the  farm  of  Borsel  we  learned  from  the  farm  manager 
At  he  had  100  cattle  on  the  farm— part  under  cover,  and 
i7t  in  the  field.  A  number  of  these  cattle,  howcTer,  were 
nzbgon  the  adjoining  ferm  of  Astown.  Of  the  46  cattle 
ader  corer  24  were  in  open  sheds,  and  the  remainder  tied  up 
t  byres.  The  cattle  which  are  in  open  courts  are  expected 
»  be  despatched  to  London  within  the  next  six 
eeks.  We  learned  they  were  purchased  in  spring 
i  £22  lOs.,  and  that  the  pnoe  expected  in  London  is  from 
30  to  £35.  The  cattle  tied  up  are  not  so  finished,  but  are 
f  Isrger  sixes,  and  are  intended  for  the  Christmas  market. 
be^  are  not  all  pure  Polled  Angus ;  some  of  the  best  ha?e  a 
niD  of  the  Shorthorn.  The  feeding  at  Dorsel  is  the  same 
i  at  Tillyfour.  In  a  well-sheltered  grass  field  below  the 
eadiDg  we  found  nearly  30  very  good  cattle,  which  under 
rdinary  circumstances  wonld  have  been  considered  fit  enongii 
r  the  market ;  but  we  learned  that  thev  are  to  be  tied  up 
ithin  the  next  ten  days  to  be  thoroughly  finished  for  Lon- 
3u.  Id  a  field  adjoining  were  a  number  of  heifer  calves,  snd 
i  a  hi ffh- tying  field  were  about  from  16  to  SO  yearling 
nfen  which  Mr.  M'Combie  had  bred.  The  turnips— yellow 
ad  Swedish — on  this  farm  are  very  superior  to  anything 
1  the  district.  The  extent  under  turnips  is  from  65  to  70 
cres. 

On  the  farm  of  Bridgend  we  were  shown  a  number  of  cattle, 
>me  of  which  were  superior  to  anything  we  hsd  seen  housed 
tTilljfoor  or  Borsel.  The  first  lot  we  examined,  numbering 
^at  twenty,  had  been  eight  weeks  in  the  house  ;  they  were 
rime  fat,  although  they  had  only  been  receiving  from  21bs.  to 
Ibi.  of  cake  dsily  for  the  last  six  or  seven  weeks ;  bnt  they 
ere  alao  receiving  forage,  a  mixture  of  tares,  oats,  and  peas 

11  of  which  were  nearly  ripe.  These  catile  were  purchased  in 
pril  at  £22  I5s.  per  head,  and  should  now  be  worth  about 
^33  in  the  market.  In  a  byre  we  examined  a  number  of 
Qimala ;  the  aged  cattle  were  of  large  sizes,  and  in  sood  con- 
ition,  bnt  they  will  not  be  shown  in  London  until  the  season 
( farther  advanced.  In  the  byre  there  are  three  black  steers, 
8^  two  years,  bred  at  Tillyfour,  and  should  they  continne  to 
inprove  as  they  have  done  they  may  be  entered  for  compe- 
itum  for  the  gnat  prizes  offered  for  fet  stock  when  they  are 


matured.  Standing  next  to  these  were  four  Shorthomed 
Angus  cross-breds ;  two  of  these  are  alreadv  in  a  condition 
suitable  for  competition,  yet  we  learned  that  tney  have  not  re- 
ceived any  cake  or  com.  In  another  part  of  the  byre  were 
two  cows  and  one  heifer,  victims  to  the  pernicious  system  of 
over-feeding  for  the  showyard,  and  this  over-feeding  had  been 
perpetrated  to  gain  prizes  offered  for  breeding  animals.  The 
two,  aged  four  and  five  years,  competed  successfully  at  the 
Highland  Societs's  Show  at  Aberdeen  in  1868.  The  heifer 
was  first  at  the  show  of  the  Great  Northern  Agricnltural 
Society  the  same  year,  and  the  first  in  Edinburgh  at  the  High- 
land Society's  Show  (1869^  as  a  two-year-old.  These  animals 
have  been  rendered  unproductive,  are  being  trained  for  compe- 
tition for  nrizes  offered  for  fat  animals.  We  were  also  shown  an 
ox  and  a  neifer,  intended  for  exhibition  at  the  forthcoming 
shows  of  fat  stock  at  Birmingham  and  London.  The  heifer 
obtained  the  first  prize  at  the  Highland  Societ]r'>  Show  in 
Aberdeen  in  1868  (m  the  class  for  two-year-old  heifers).  Since 
then  she  has  not  been  exhibited,  and  having  proved  unfruitful, 
she  is  now  being  prcpaied  for  the  fat  shows.  After  many  years 
Mr.  M'Combie  appears  to  have  at  last  dis<xivered,  that  the 
training  of  animals  of  his  favourite  breed — the  PoUed  Angns-^ 
is  ultimately  productive  of  disappointment,  and  this  year  he  has 
not  been  an  exhibitor.  In  the  adjoinining  field  to  this  farm 
were  about  40  or  50  cattle  grazing,  which  in  a  few  days  are 
to  be  under  cover  to  be  prepsred  for  the  Islington  market, 
where  they  will  probably  be  shown  in  the  month  of  December. 
On  the  farm  of  Bridgend  the  turnips  are  splendid,  and  there 
ajipears  to  be  a  good  prospect  on  all  the  farms,  that  there 
will  be  no  want  ot  turnips,  whatever  there  may 
be  of  fodder,  to  prepare  the  cattle  for  the  fat  market. 
Mr.  M'Combie  expects  that  in  the  course  of  the 
next  seven  or  eight  months  he  will  despatch  to 
the  London  market  between  300  to  400  fat  eattle. 
The  last  two  years  the  average  price  obtained  has  been  from 
£35  to  £36  a- head.  It  will  be  apparent  to  the  reader,  that 
Mr.  M'Combie  has  successfully  solved  the  problem  how  cattle 
for  the  fat  market  can  be  snccessfnlly  kept  on  nntil  the  turnip 
crop  is  ready  to  be  used  for  fattening.  It  is  apparent  that  great 
care,  founded  on  experience,  is  required  to  carry  out  the  sys- 
tem followed  on  the  farms  occupied  by  Mr.  M'Combie.  As  re- 
gards the  general  management,  we  may  state  that  the  cattle 
are  turned  out  to  graze  on  young  grass  from  the  10th  to  the 
15th  of  May,  and  a  portion  of  that  yonuff  grass  is  cleared  of 
stock,  by  the  10th  to  the  15th  of  June,  to  be  reserved  for  cut- 
ting.  When  the  clover  plants  are  abundant  a  very  succnlent 
cutting  is  available  for  feeding  stock  kept  under  cover.  This 
second  crop  of  clover,  with  the  forage  crop  of  tares,  oats,  and 
peas,  and  a  few  acres  of  yellow  early- sown  turnips,  with  a 
smaU  allowance  of  cake,  solves  the  problem  how  cattle  are  to 
be  kept  dnring  summer  and  autumn  in  any  year.  During  Mr. 
M'Combie's  long  experience  as  a  feeder  ot  cattle,  the  present 
year  has  been,  he  stated,  one  of  ihe  most  difficult  to  carry  on 
his  stock  during  the  trying  period  from  the  month  of 
July  to  the  time  when  the  turnips  will  be  available.  We 
may  state  further  that  Mr.  M'Combie  believes  that  profitable 
feeding  depends  in  a  great  measure  upon  the  proper  selection 
of  the  animals  to  be  fattened,  and  that  cattle  should  not  be 
parted  with  until  they  are  fully  matured  for  the  shambles ; 
and  to  secure  this,  early  housing,  with  proper  feeding  and 
proper  care  taken,  is  essential  to  secure  tnat  ripeness  which 
obtains  the  highest  prices  in  the  Islington  market.  Mr. 
M'Combie  does  not  believe  in  an  indiscriminate  use  of  cake 
or  meal.  He  has  found  by  experience  that  cake  supplied  be- 
yond six  or  eight  weeks  will  seldom  pay  the  feeder  of  cattle  in 
Aberdeenshire.  We  may  add  further  that  the  period  of 
grazing  cattle  is  being  gradually  shortened  in  Aberdeenshire, 
and  that  house-feeding  is  becoming  more  popular  every  day  ; 
that  at  the  present  time,  on  Mr.  M'Combie*s  farms,  honse- 
feeding  extends  to  nearly  nine  months  of  the  year.  We  be- 
lieve that  the  time  is  not  distant  when  house-feeding  will  be 
much  more  generally  practised,  and  that  grazing  on  arable 
farms  will  be  gfreatly  curtailed. — TAe  North  Brituh  Agricul- 
tnrUt, 
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SALE   OF   SIR  G.  R.  PHILIPS'   SHORTHOENS, 
AT     WESTON     PARK,    SfflPSTON-ON-STOITE,     ON     OCTOBER    18th. 


BT    ME«    H.     STRATrOlLD. 


Saocessfiil  auction  salei  rarely  take  place  of  draft  ttock ;  and 
unless  some  choice  joung  animals  of  fashionable  blood  tempt 
the  public,  few  breeders  will  undertake  a  journey  in  the  un- 
certain weather  of  mid-October  days.  Mr.  FinUy  Dun,  who 
has  the  management  of  the  Weston  Herd,  and  is  the  very 
popular  agpnt  of  Sir  George,  hit  unon  a  happy  project  to 
gather  together  a  few  of  the  best  Shorthorn  men,  and  we 
found  the  two-twenty  train  from  Paddinrton  conyeying  a 
dozen  or  more  to  Moreton-in-the  Marsh  or  elsewhere. 
The  last  sale  at  Weston,  three  years  ago,  made  only  a 
third-rate  average,  but  this  took  place  just  before  the  sale 
of  Ilor  Mnjcbty's  and  Mr.  Sheldon*s  imported  American  stock. 
When  Sir  Chas.  Knigntley  departed  in  peace  at  a  ripe  old  age, 
"  the  small  but  select  herd,"  as  the  old  baronet  loved  to  call  it, 
remaining  at  Fawslev  was  put  up,  and  Mr.  f  inlay  Dun  bought 
the  two  first,  and  by  far  the  best  two  cows,  Polytint  and 
Lactea ;  these,  with  f  awsley  GarUnd  and  f  awsley  from  the 
Havering  Park  sale,  and  Sweetheart  2nd  and  Sorceress  from 
MUcote  formed  the  Knightley  portion  of  the  herd.  Welcome 
by  Col.  Towneley's  Squire,  a  purchase  at  Mr.  Dudding*s  sale 
ten  years  since,  had  by  this  time  eleven  descendants  ;  and  with 
the  Gwyneth,  a  short-pedigree  tribe  from  Sarsden,  and  some  of 
the  old  Weston  Paik  cattle,  the  catalogue  comprised  forty- 
nine  head.  The  entire  Knightley  portion  was  sure  to  attract ; 
the  Welcomes  were  a  venture,  and  with  the  sure  company  and  the 
venturesome  few,  the  other  lots  were  pretty  certain  to  go  off.  A 
bright  morniog  was  the  beginning  of  good  things,  and  by  eleven 
o'clock  there  was  a  capital  assembly  looking  verv  earnestly  at 
the  various  lots  in  the  hill  field  iust  by  Mr.  Dun  s  ivy-covered 
house.  No  better  place  could  have  been  chosen,  as  they 
showed  to  the  utmost  advantage.  A  pretty  little  hairy  heifer, 
of  Mr.  J.  A.  James'  breeding,  was  the  first  to  attract  the  eye ; 
then  a  thick  roan  Welcome,  called  Winsome,  and  a  broad, 
round-barrelled  Gwyneth,  called  Genevieve.  But  the  old  cows 
hung  to  the  hill  top,  and  were  really  admirable,  preserving, 
despite  old  age.  very  good  flesh  and  remarkably  fine  forifi. 
they  were  excellent  models,  especially  Fawsley,  Garland,  and 
Lactea.  The  upright  staggy  liorns  of  a  thick  short-legged 
heifer  were  also  noticeable — this  was  Lactea  Oxoniensis — 
and  the  rough  red  coat  of  a  good-headed  but  flat-ribbed  heifer 
turned  out  to  be  Poly  cherry.  A  few  of  the  heifers  and  calves 
were  shown  in  the  houses  as  well  as  the  bulls,  and  were 
chiefly  surrounded  by  a  local  company.  Mr.  Clayden 
took  the  chair  at  the  lunch,  and  delivered  a  speech 
on  agriculture,  to  which  Mr.  J.  K.  Fowler  replied,  with  some 
remarks  on  the  compulsory  slaughter  of  foreign  cattle. 

It  has  often  been  asserted  that  the  Shorthorn  breed  is  a 
short-lived  race,  but  the  first  lot.  Sweetheart  2nd,  was  a  living 
contradiction,  as  she  walked  gaily  round  the  ring  although  she 
was  witliin  a  couple  of  months  of  nineteen  years  old.  Her 
countenance  show  ed  age,  as  well  as  a  little  heaviness  in  moving, 
but  she  was  in  good  condition,  and  worth  best  part  of  the 
20  gs.  (Mr.  Walton)  she  went  for  to  kill.  Fawsley  Garland, 
fourteen  years  old,  also  by  Earl  of  Dublin,  had  a  remarkably 
Bweet  head  and  elegant  form,  with  magnificent  shoulders,  three 
months  gone,  was  however  of  little  avail,  and  she  made  onlv 
25  gs.  from  Mr.  Bliss.  Lot  3,  Polytint,  fourteen  years  old, 
calved  in  March  last  and  served  again  in  June,  looked  like 
breeding  another  calf,  but  she  was  lame  and  rather 
to  pieces.  Several  were  in,  Mr.  Thornton  being 
the  last  bidder,  but  she  fell  to  Mr.  A.  Winnall  for  42  gs. 
Lactea  12  years,  a  very  fine  white  cow,  in  good  condition  and 
on  very  short  legs  was  also  like  breeding,  Mr.  J.  C.  Adkins 
bid  and  got  her  at  45  gs.  Sorceress  of  the  Sweetheart  line, 
and  down-calvini;,  looked  bad,  having  also  a  hip  down  ; 
many  were  bidding  and  Mr.  Wright  got  her  for  Mr.  Hardy, 
M.P.,  at  60  Ks.  Wallflower,  the  first  of  the  Welcomes,  could 
hardly  be  called  a  first-rate  cow,  nor  were  any  of  the  family 
particularly  good ;  Mr.  Stone  bought  this  cow  at  42  gs.,  and 
be  must  have  been  a  "  pearl  of  great  price"  that  sleety  after- 
aooa^oritcMM  oai^waiyiiftw  diBawvMhotookfiftew 


other  lots  besides,  u  well  u  a  nice,  wbite  Darlington  boll  of 
Mr.  Sheldon's  at  26  gs.  Some  of  the  lots  wereitran- 
monred  for  Canada  but  they  hardly  teemed  of  the  qoality  b 
export,  considering  what  fine  stock  has  already  gore  oat  to  that 
country.  Captain  Barclay  of  Surrey,  took  two  of  the  beat  Wel- 
corae8,Welcome8rd,5year8  old  at  40  g8.,and  Winsome,  3 yon, 
for  58  gs.  A  very  sweet  heifer  calf  from  Welcome  3rd  went  to  ]t. 
Brierley  at  S3  gs.,  and  a  long,  fine  calf  from  WUlow  made  3') 

SB.  (J.  H.  Blundell},  two  guineas  more  than  its  three  je&n  oli 
am.  To  return  to  the  Kniffhtleys ;  Fawsley.  a  white,  with  i 
dark  nose,  by  Third  Duke  of  Thomdale  from  Fawsley  Garliai 
went  to  Mr.  Cutler  for  62  gs.  The  spirit  of  the  sale  kovwer 
rose  with  the  entrance  of  Lactea  Oxoniensis,  for  which  50  p. 
was  offered.  "  She  ought  to  have  been  put  ap  at  a  he- 
dred"  drew  out  a  few  more  bids,  and  at  last  100  was  bid.  Mr. 
Clayden  then  took  up  the  mnning,  but  Messrs.  Leney  tsM 
it  at  200  gs.  Genevieve,  three  years  old,  made  42  g^  ui  i 
succession  of  low  prices  followed.  Lot  21  wasnotoffaoj, 
and  Furiosa  (newly  calved)  made  32  gs.,  her  roan  htikt  aJ 
6i  gs.  Polycherry,  by  the  Cherry  buU  Third  Pake  of  Geam, 
a  dark  red,  deficiently-girthed  bull,  from  PenrhTs  C«itle, 
out  of  Polvthom  by  Fourth  Duke  of  Thomdale,  gi  Polj^t, 
went  speedily  along,  and  in  the  final  heat  Mr.  bheldon,  of  Bn iw, 
beat  Messrs  Leney  and  others  at  205  gs.  Her  dam  hsd  bta 
secured  privately  by  Mr.  Sartoris  early  last  year  at  300  p. 
Lactine,  one  of  the  prettiest  lots  in  the  sale,  by  Third  Med 
Geneva  from  Lactea,  was  a  long  sweet  roan,  of  not  the  wJ 
quality.  Mr.  CUyden  and  Mr.  Seldon  were  both  in  here,  u 
the  final  "  five"  (175  gs.)  was  given  by  Mr.  Thornton  forbd 
Feversham.  The  next  lot,  Polygcneva,  1 10  gs.,  joined  ImQ» 
and  was  not  quite  in  condition  for  selling.  The  interest  of  tse 
sale  ceased  here,  nevertheless  some  of  the  calves  esperisg  is 
the  ring  sold  well. 

Menmac,  a  white  Knightley  bull  bred  at  Mileote,  wsssoi^ 
what  slack  in  the  back,  but  good  in  nnany  points ;  three-}<v- 
olds  the  public  do  not  fancy,  so  he  went  for  83  gs.  Tbt  leil 
also  a  white  Grand  Duke  of  Wateringbury,  bred  by  M®a 
Leney,  went  for  a  guinea  less  to  Mr.  Canning,  and  tk  bus 
generally  sold  low.  Polytechnic,  a  deep  roan  calf,  with* 
cloudy  nose  and  scouring  aa  well,  a  son  of  Pdytint,  wts  lx 
bought  by  Mr.  Hutt  for  39  gs.  , 

Six  bulls  bred  by  Mr.  Sheldon  at  Brailes,  were  silerm^ 
offered.  They  were  not  in  the  best  of  condition,  nor  cojJ 
they  be  called  a  blooming  lot,  nevertheless  they  sold  •eJl.*'' 
George  Game  gave  67  gs.  for  Earl  of  WarwicfahireSf,* 
nice  roan,  and  Mr.  C.  Hobbs  took  Lord  Hastings  of  the  log- 
gathorpe  tribe  at  48  gs.    The  six  averaged  42  gs. 

OOWS  Aim  HBI7EK8. 

Sweetheart  2nd,  white,  calved  December  27. 1861 ;  bv  Eir! 
of  Dublin  (10178).  out  of  Sweetheart  by  Accordion  (5.05i. 
—Harris,  Brailes,  21/.  ^  .  , 

Fawsley  Garland,  roan,  calved  Angnst  26, 1856 ;  by  &rt  o{ 
DubUn  (10178),  out  of  Garland  by  Grey  Friar  {9hi}'" 
Bliss,  Edgcombe,  26/.  5#.  .  ,„  ... 

Polytint,  roan,  calved  October  80.  1866;  byEsriofDj** 
(10178),  out  of  Comhind  by  Jaaixary  (8175).-A  B.  «* 
nail,  Ledbury,  44/.  2*.  ^  ^,  ^..., 

Lactea,  white,  calved  January  16, 1858;  by  Sarawak  (15-^^ 
out  of  Combind  by  Janixary  (8176).-J.  C.  Atiuu,  Jb- 
cote,  47/.  6*.  «    .^ 

Sorceress,  roan,  calved  January  22,  1862;  b;  »«»« 
(18406),  out  of  Syren  by  Amiens  (14095).-John  H»rd5. 
M.P.,  52/.  10s.  ^  „    «.f 

Wallflower,  roan,  calved  Januanr  28,1862  ;  ^  ^n 
(20623),  out  of  Welcome  by  The  Squire  (12217).-^' 
Stone,  for  exportation,  44/.  2*.  .    «.  .« 

Welcome  2nd,  red,  calved  March  1.  1868;  ^J^ 
(10423).  out  of  Welcome  by  The  Squire  (liilT)--''' 
Stone,  42/.  .    ^.  ,  ^.l, 

Vftwik/.whit^  Mired  ]>MMib« !»,  l««Si  by  Huni  ^ 
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of  Tliondak  (17740),  out  of  Aiwd«T  Garknd  b/  Earl  of 

DiLhlm  a0178).— T.  Q.  Curther,  Droitwich,  66/.  it. 
Hyacinth,  nd,  oalved  Jairauy  21, 1864;  by  Fan  (18616), 

oat  of  Uoneytoekle  by  Washington  (17313).— Walton, 

Bonnington,  24/.  S*. 
Genoa,  lA,  calved  March  6,  1864 ;  by  Pan  (18616),  oat  of 

Owyneth  by  Qlo*iter'a  Grand  Dake  (12049).— J.  H.  Blon- 

deli,  Lnton,  Bedfordahire,  81/.  10#. 
Bosalind,  nd,  calved  Janaary  26,  1866 ;  by  Fan  (18616), 

oat  of  Boaamond  by  Waahington  (17218).— J.  J,  " 

for  exportation,  28/.  It. 
Welcome  Srd,  roan,  calved  November  28, 1866 ;  by  Sj 

Stone  (22078),  ont  of  Welcome  2nd  by  Chanter  (10423).— 

Capt.  Baicky,  Leatherhead.  42/. 
Dinorah  2nd,  red  roan,  calved  March  31, 1866;  by  Barleycorn 

the  IToonger  (21200),  ont  of  Dinorah  by  Bampant  (20623). 
-J.  J.  Stone,  32/.  11«. 
Lactea  Oxonenaia,  roan,  calved  Janaary  27, 1867 ;  by  Imperial 

Oxford  (18084),  ont  of  Laotea  by  Sarawak  (16238).— F. 

Lenoy,  Waterinffbnry,  Kent,  210/. 
Winaome,  roan,  calved  Febmary  8,  1867;  by  Barleycorn  the 

Yonnger  (21200),  ont  of  WdJflower  by  Bampant  (20623).— 

Capt.  Barclay,  Leatherhead,  60/.  18#. 
Genevieve,  roan,  calved  Febrnary  1 1,  1867 ;  by  Barbycom 

the  Yonnger  (21 200),  ont  of  Qoinevere  by  Bampant  (20623). 

J.  J.  Stone.  44/.  2f. 
Dev,  roan,  calved  April  21, 1867 ;  by  Barleycorn  the  Yonnger 

(21200),  ont  of  Dawn  by  Pan  (18616).— Walton,  Bar- 

mington,  28/.  7«. 
WOlow,  roan,  calved  May  18,  1867  ;   by  Barleycorn  the 

lonnger  (21200),  oat   of   Weateria  by  Steppmg  Stone 

(22078).— J.  J.  Stone,  20/.  St. 
Fair  One,  red  and  white,  calved  Jane  0, 1887 ;  by  Bari^com 

the  Yonnger  (21200),  ont  of  Fairy  by  Pan  (18616).— 

Walton,  23/.  2#. 
Filagree,  roan,  calved  October  1,  1867 ;  by  Barleycorn  the 

Yonnger  (21200),  oat  of  Fatima  by  Waahington  (17213).— 

J.  J.  Stone,  26/.  4f . 
Bonne,  red,  calved  Febrnary  2, 1868 ;  by  3rd  Dake  of  Geneva 

(21502),  ont  of  Barmaid  by  Bampant  (20623).— Met  with 

an  accident  and  paaaed. 
Forioan,  red,  calved  Febrnary  10,  1868 ;  by  3rd  Dake  of 

Geneva  (21602),  ont  of  Fmitfol  by  Pan  (18616).— J.  £. 

Shirley,  Satington,  33/.  lis. 
BUntyre,  roan,  oilved  May  6,  1868  ;  by  3rd  Dake  of  Geneva 

(21502),  ont  of  Bhunange  by   Bampant  (20623).— Capt. 

Barclay,  37/.  16*. 
Tasmania,  roan,  calved  Jaly  1, 1868 ;  by  Srd  Dake  of  Geneva 

(21502),  ont  of  Titania  by   Pan  (18616).— J.  J.  Stone, 

39/.  18#. 
Larline,  roan,  calved  Jnly  7. 1868 ;  by  Lackey  (24A01),  oat  oj 

LadyUke  by  Noble  (14007).— J.  J.  Stone,  27/.  6«. 
Polycherry,  red,  calved  September  27,  1868 ;  by  3rd  Dake  of 

Genera  (21602),  ont  of  Polythom  by  4th  Dake  of  Thomdale 

(17750).-^.  H.  Sheldon,  Brailea,  216/.  6#. 
Golnare,  red,  calved  Febrnary  16,  1860;   by  Srd  Dake  of 

Geneva  (21602),  oat  of  Gainevere  by  Bampant  (20623).— 

J.  J.Stone,  27/. 6». 
Laetine,  roan,  calved  March  14, 1860 ;  by  Srd  Dake  of  Geneva 

(21592),  oat   of  Lactea  by  Sarawak  (16238).— Earl  of 

Feveraham,  183/.  16#. 
Pdygeneva,  red  and  a  little  white,  calved  March  20, 1860; 

by  Srd  Dake  of  Geneva  (21602),  ont  of  Polytint  by  Earl  of 

DabUn  (10178).— Earl  of  Feveraham,  116/.  lOt. 
Eoaebnd.  roan,  calved  April  H 1860 ;  by  Lackey  (24201),  ont 

of  Boaemary  by  ChaUenger  (17621).— T.  G.  CarUer,  42/. 
Winning,  red,  calved  December  12,  1860 ;  by  Srd  Dake  of 


Geneva  (21602),  ont  of  ^Hnaome  by  Btrleyoom  the  Yonnger 

(21200).-^.  J.  Stone,  20/.  8f.  ^ 

Dora,  red,  calved  December  28, 1860 ;  by  Srd  Dake  of  Geneva 

(21602),oat  of  Deborah  by  Barleycorn  the  Yonnger  (21200) . 

—Died. 
Dinorah  Srd,  red,  calved  Janaary  11,  1870 ;  by  Srd  Dake  of 

Geneva  (21602),  ont  of  Dinorah  2nd  by  Barleycorn  the 

Yonnger  (21200).— J.  J.  Stone,  16/.  I6t. 
Boaa,  red,  calved  Janaary  12,  1870 ;  by  Srd  Dake  of  Geneva 

(21602),ontofBoaalLndbyPan(18616)— J.J.Stone,18/.13«. 
Graaamere,  red,  calved  Febrnary  16,  1870 ;   by  Srd  Dake  of 

Geneva  (21692),  ont  of  Ghiinevere  by  Bampant  (20623).— 

J.  J.  Stone,  16  ga.  /         r       v  / 

Fair  Maid,  red  and  white,  calved  March  20,  1870 ;  by  Sir 

Bainald  (26164),  ont  of  Fair  One  by  Barleycorn  the  Yonnger 

(21200).— T.  Q.  Cartler,  10/.  lOf. 
Welcome  4th,  rich  roan,  calved  April  2,  1870 ;  by  Srd  Dake 

of  Geneva  (21602),  ont  of  Welcome  Srd  by  Stepping  Stone 

(22978).— C.  N.  Brierley,  Mancheater,  34/.  13*. 
Wallfrnit,  red,  calved  April  20»  1870 ;  by  Srd  Dake  ot  Geneva 

(21692),  ont  of  Wallflower  by  Bampant  (20623).— J.  J. 

Stone,  11/.  11#. 
Willow  Twig,  roan,  ealved  May  18,  1870 ;  by  Srd  Dake  of 

Geneva  (21692),  ont  of  Willow  by  Barleycorn  the  Yoanger 

(21209).— Blandell,  Laton,  Bedfordahire,  31/.  10*. 
(3enoeae,  red,  calved  May  28,  1870 ;  by  Srd  Dake  of  Geneva 

(21692),  ont  of  Genoa  by  Pan  (18616).-^.  J.  Stone,  8/.  St. 
Extra  heifer  calf;  by  Srd  Dake  of  Geneva  (21692),  ont  of 

Farioaa.— J.  £.  Shirley,  Eatington,  6/.  16f.  Qd,    - 

BULLS. 

Merrimae  (26897),  white,  calved  October  28,  1867 ;  by  Pa- 
trioian  (24728),  ont  of  Maryland  by  Ball'a  Ban  (19368).— 
Hatt,  34/.  ISt. 

Grand  Dake  of  Wateringbnry  (26296),  white,  calved  October 
SO,  1868 ;  by  16th  Graad  Dake  (21862),  ont  of  Connteaa  of 
Wateringbnry  by  Lord  Tenterden  (22222).— Canning, 
Stratford-on-Avon,  33/.  12t. 

Gbry,  red,  calved  Jnne  7,  1869 ;  by  Srd  Dake  of  Geneva 
(21692),  oat  of  Genoa  by  Pan  (18616).— Wheeler,  Shipaton, 

Geraint,  roan,  calved  Jane  13, 1869 ;  by  Srd  Dnke  of  (jeneva 
(21692),  ont  of  Guinevere  by  Bampant  (20623). — Moore, 

Whia^  red,  calved  Jane  13,  1869;  by  Srd  Dake  of  Geneva 

(21692),  oat  of  Welcome  2nd  by  Chanter  (19423).— W. 

AikeU,  Moreton,  26/.  6#. 
Hottentot,  red,  calved  Jnne  9, 1869 ;  by  3rd  Dake  of  Geneva 

(21692),  out  of  Hyaciath  by  Pan  (18316).— Sir  B.  Balkeley, 

Bangor,  N.W.,  42/. 
PoWtechnic,  roan,  calved  March  16,  1870;  by  Srd  Dake  of 

Geneva  (21592),  oat  of  Polytint  by  Eari  of  DnbUn  (1017S). 

—Hatt,  40/.  19*. 
Woerth,  red  and  little  white,  calved  Jnly  20,  1870;  by  Srd 

Dake  of  Geneva  (21692),  ont  of  Welcome  2nd  by  Chanter 

(19423).— J.  Taylor,  Lonff  Compton,  13/.  13*. 
Harry,  red  and  white,  ealved  Jnly  20,  1870 ;  by  Srd  Dake  of 

Geaeva  (21692),  ont  of  Hyacinth  by  Pan  (18616).— W. 

Dickena,  Cherrington,  6/.  6*. 

AVESAGES. 

£      a.  d.  £    a.  d. 

13  Fawaley  and  Charmera...  1,099  18  0  averaging  83  16  9 

llWelcomea  366    8  0         „         33    4  4 

SQwynetha  174    6  0         „         29    1  0 

18  Shorter  Pedigree  446  16  6        „        24  16  6 

89  Femalea 1,824    7  6  46  16  6 

9Balla 262    0  0  28    0  0 
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At  a  meetinff  of  thia  dab  Mr.  John  Willxamsow,  of  Low 
Walton,  read  the  following  paper  on  the  Antomn  Sowing  of 
Wheat: 

Ion  anderatand  that  I  have  not  come  to  read  an  eUborate 
paper  before  yon,  bat  aimply  to  introdoce  it  for  diacaaaion, 
which  1  ahall  do  very  briefly.  PreparalioH  of  the  land  i  It 
I*  the  gttiMnd  if  uot  (he  l&TMrUble  praotioe  ia  this  locality  to 


aow  wheat  after  root  cropa,  and  in  aome  caaea  after  beana ;  and 
daring  the  period  of  their  growth  we  expect  that  the  land  will 
be  well  tified  and  cleaned  by  meana  of  the  grabber,  the 
harrow,  and  the  hoe ;  ao  that  after  thia  crop  ia  removal  the 
land  reqoirea  bnt  little  premration  for  the  wheat,  the  aimple 
pTOoeaa  of  ploaghing  and  harrowing  aoffieing.  However,  it 
lometliaes  bappensi  even  with  the  grenteit  TigUaae^  tiuit« 
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little  ooneh  grus  will  be  fbimd  after  the  green  crop  it  taken 
off ;  and  in  this  ease,  u  the  plants  are  hot  few,  it  is  an  ex- 
ceUent  plan  to  fork  it  out  by  hand  labonr.  After  the  land  is 
sown  down,  it  is  some  time  before  snch  another  opportunity 
comes  of  eradicating  weeds ;  and  dnring  the  growth  of  sob- 
seqaent  crops  these  lew  plants,  that  were  perhaps  looked  upon 
as  insigniflcant,  are  spreading  their  lateral  sockets  and  ramifvmg 
over  the  whole  field.  In  one  of  onr  eastern  and  midlana 
connties  the  wheat  crop  in  the  rotation  takes  the  place  of  onr 
oat  crop — that  is,  it  is  sown  after  clover.  It  is  considered,  I 
believe,  that  clover  root  forms  suitable  food  for  the  wheat.  I 
never  adopted  the  practice,  bnt  I  may  say  oar  worthy  secretary 
has  tried  it  and  found  it  to  answer.  The  land  is  rolled  with  a 
roller  so  constmcted  that  it  presses  npon  the  fnrrow  seams 
without  rolling  the  whole  surface,  thus  making  a  regular  and 
firm  seed-bed.  With  respect  to  ploughing,  where  the  land  lias 
been  previously  deeply  tilled,  I  like  to  have  a  good  strong 
furrow  for  wheat.  The  plants  are  then  able  to  strike  their 
roots  deep  in  the  earth,  and  are  less  liable  to  be  thrown  out 
by  spring  frosts.  All  that  I  have  to  say  of  naked  fallows  for 
wheat  is  that  on  light  land  the  practice  is  out  of  date, 
and  mostly  on  heavy  land.  I  dou*t  anow  that  it  is  unprofitable 
to  pursue  the  practice  on  land  of  a  stiff  tenacious  nature. 
Manurina :  Although  a  great  admirer  of  Jethro  TuU,  yet  I 
don't  believe  in  trying  to  grow  wheat  without  manure  on 
strong  clay  or  deep  loamy  soils — ^what  we  commonly  denomi- 
nate good  wheat  soils.  Where  a  heavy  covering  of  farm-yard 
dung  has  been  applied  to  the  preceding  green  crop,  a  crop  ot 
wheat  may  be  grown  without  any  fnrker  application  of 
manure,  but  on  sharp  light  soils,  in  my  opinion,  a  better 
practice  is  either  to  grow  the  green  crop  with  artificial  manure 
alone,  and  apply  a  full  dressing,  say  from  ten  to  fifteen  tons  of 
farm-yard  dong  per  acre,  in  the  autumn ;  or,  otherwise,  to  give 
for  the  green  crop  what  we  would  call  half  a  manuring  of 
farm->ard  dung,  and  then,  ag:iiu,  in  the  autumn,  give  another 
dressing  for  the  wheat.  In  the  case  of  strong  soils  the  pro- 
perties of  the  manure  can  be  retained,  whereas  porous  soils 
require  manuring  at  shorter  intervals.  A  practice  obtains, 
and  one  of  which  I  quite  approve,  of  leaving  the  turnip  tops 
on  the  land  on  which  they  are  grown,  and  ploughing  them  in 
for  the  benefit  of  the  succeeding  crop.  There  is  no  doubt  they 
afford  a  rich  supply  uf  carbonaceous  food  for  the  wheat  crop. 
It  is  better  to  cart  them  away  if  the  tops  are  blighted,  or  in- 
fested with  caterpillars  and  such  like.  I  think  a  good  crop  of 
spring  wheat  may  be  grown  with  light  manures.  5  cwt.  of  bones, 
2  cwt.  of  Peruvian  guano,  and  1  of  nitrate  of  soda,  per  acre, 
have  yielded  me  a  fair  crop  when  both  roots  and  tops  were  carted 
off.  Time  of  Sotcing :  Our  rotation  is  such  that  we  cannot 
sow  very  early.  Tu  the  fanner  holding  heavy  land,  which  no 
doubt  is  a  disadvantage  in  a  wet  climate,  I  would  say,  **  Em- 
brace a  fitting  opportunity;  sow  when  you  can  without 
puddling  the  surfnce.  The  light  land  farmer  may  sow  almost 
when  he  likes.  Early  sowing  is  advantageous ;  less  seed  is 
required,  and,  other  circumstances  being  the  same,  the  crop 
will  ripen  booner.  I  have  found  it  to  answer  very  well  to  sow 
any  time  between  Martinmas  and  Christmas.  In  fact,  I  have 
seen  it  do  better  sometimes  than  when  sown  in  October ;  and 
we  never  feel  itpprehensive  of  wet,  although  the  horses  may 
be  sinking  to  tlie  fetlocks.  Tliis  would  not  answer  on  stiff 
land ;  the  treading  would  poach  the  surface  so  that  the  water 
could  not  perrueHte.  Selection  of  Seed  \  There  is  perhaps  no 
part  of  this  subject  that  is  of  mora  importance  to  us  than  the 
selection  of  good  seed.  A  change  is  also  desirable  sometimes 
from  a  different  climate  and  soil.  The  seed  should  possess  the 
true  characteristic  qualities  of  the  variety,  and  be  free  from 
seeds.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  sowing  of  dirty  samples 
is  oftentimes  a  fruitful  source  of  disseminating  weeds.  As  in 
the  animal  kingdom  the  ailments  of  the  sire  are  frequently 
transniitted  to  the  offspring,  so  in  the  vegetable.  If  we  sow 
sound  seed  we  may  expect  good  produce ;  but  if  a  poor  thin 
sample  be  sown,  perhaps  already  contaminated  witn  disease, 
we  cannot  reasonably  look  for  a  good  clean  produce.  With 
respect  to  the  sorts  of  wheat,  it  would  be  difficult  to  say  which 
is  the  best.  There  are  a  great  variety  of  kinds  in  coltivation, 
both  red  and  white,  bearded  and  beardless.  I  will  name  a 
few :  Chiddam ;  this  is  an  old  and  much  esteemed  variety. 
Hunter*s  wheat ;  this  is  considered  by  some  to  be  one  of  the 
best  white  wheaU  in  cultivation.    Then  there  are  Hopetoun 

Spalding's 

ikoatbesidflt. 
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let  each  grow  that  kind  which  he  finds  to  nay  him  flie  bcsL 
QitaMiiiy  of  Seed :  In  all  caiea  the  nature  ana  condition  of  the 
soil,  the  d^mate,  and  the  season  of  the  year  materiaUy  sled 
the  quantity  of  seed  to  be  sown.  I  know  there  aretboie  vfao 
cling  pertinadooaly  to  the  naages  of  their  ancestors,  sad  tIw 
are  nnwilling  to  leave  the  beaten  track  in  this  matter  of 
seeding.  I  Itel  extremely  loath  to  disregard  their  advise  or 
ngect  their  practice,  but  I  do  think  that  in  many  cssntken 
is  more  seed  sown  than  is  deairahLe.    Althoogh  I  dooH  belim 


in  Uvishly  and  indiscriminately  sowing  the  seed,  I  voald  jA 
carefnllv  abstain  from  following  the  adviee  of  theorab 
who  talk  about  sowing  and  reaping  a  crop  from  sn  inperial 
neck  to  the  acre.  It  won't  do  to  sow  less  broadeist  thin 
from  eight  to  ten  pecks  imperial  per  acre  on  light  lisi 
Method  of  Sowing :  There  are  three  modes  of  sowug,nimelj, 
by  means  of  the  drill,  the  dibbler,  and  btoadeast  lovii;. 
With  respect  to  sowing  with  the  drill,!  have  not  tried  it ; 
therefore,  I  cannot  speak  from  experience ;  but  my  opiniiaii 
that  eventually  it  wul,  in  a  great  measure,  supersede  otker 
methods,  and  for  this  reason,  tluit  it  deposits  the  nediti 
uniform  depth,  and  as  a  corollary,  we  look  for  it  toeoneop 
and  also  to  ripen  uniformly.  There  ia  also  a  saviagofnti 
Another  advantage  that  this  system  has  over  broadcsst  90vii| 
is  this,  that  the  Und  can  be  more  effectually  cleaned  is  tSe 
spring.  Although  I  do  not  use  the  drill,  I  may  ssy  thtt  ti» 
system  is  successfully  adopted  in  our  own  neitthbosrhood. 
Mr.  John  Carter,  of  St.  Bees,  adopts  this  m^od,  ssd  isly 
approves  of  it.  With  respect  to  dibbling,  there  is  no  dosbt  it 
is  a  true  and  perfect  metnod  of  depositing  the  seed.  I  hut 
used  a  hand  dibbler,  wliich  answera  very  well  for  s  imill  pk( 
of  ground ;  but  the  method  is  so  slow  and  tedioos  that  it  a 
Quiie  impracticable  to  use  it  on  a  large  scale.  Whicbrfer 
method  is  followed,  the  seed  should  not  be  put  in  more  tim 
about  au  inch  in  depth.  I  used  to  think,  till  experienoe  tiB^l 
me  better,  that  by  bnryinjr  the  seed  prettv  deep  it  vc«i^ 
prevent  the  frost  from  throwing  it  out ;  but  I  hsve  foind  tLil 
a  better  plan  is  to  cultivste  deer  and  sow  shsllor.  To 
whatever  country  it— the  wheat  plant  may  be  indi^oo«,it 
is  extremely  hardy.  We  often  see  it  left  ia  the  esrtii  k 
weeks  together,  and  during  that  time — perhaps  jiut  after  the 
tender  germ  has  burst — subjected  alternately  to  keesfiwU 
and  drenching  rains  without  apparently  suffering  an;  iajv?, 
and  unlike  many  other  plants  it  aeeros  to  grow  sod  thhif 
eoually  well  in  hot  chmates  as  in  cold.  This  pec&fcir 
adaptation  leads  us  to  conclude  that  it  was  iotesdcd  b; 
an  All-wise  Providence  to  form  the  stsple  food  of  lai^ 
BiacJt  Ball  and  Wire-worm  :  The  wheat  plant,  like  sll  otbfrs. 
is  s  bject  to  the  attacks  of  many  enemies.  Perhaps  the  vTij 
of  all  is,  among  vegetable  parasites,  what  is  oommonl.y  eiM 
black  ball,  and  amongst  insects  the  most  destruetiTC  i%*^^ 
worm.  With  respect  to  the  former  of  these,  a  very  old  aw 
common  practice  obtains,  as  a  preventive,  of  steepii^  i^ 
seed  in  chamber-ley,  and  afterwards  of  dusting  it  ow  r.'.i 
eauslic  lime.  I  have  tried  the  plan  for  some  years,  sod  1  msA 
confess  that  I  have  no  great  faith  in  ite  efficacy.  Soiu 
recommend  a  solution  of  sulphate  of  copper  as  being  eiEoo^ 
but  a  friend  told  me  the  other  day  that  he  has  tried  tu 
solution,  and  he  is  now  having  recourse  to  the  old  practice,  m 
being  the  better  of  the  two.  WiUi  respect  to  wire-woro,  ti? 
prub  of  the  May  beetie,  I  believe  the  beat  application  thaim 
be  made  to  check  its  ravages  is  about  4  cwt.  of  salt  to  the  aere. 
In  conclusion  I  will  iust  refer  to  some  experiments  ilutww 
made  a  few  yeare  back  by  Professor  Bnckman,  takea  froeW 
Royal  Agricultural  Society's  Journail.  They  are  initnirfw- 
lie  says :  "  I  pUnted  four  plote  of  wheat  in  the  folloini? 
order.  Firstly,  much  diseased  wheat  without  pickle ;  ff^h 
much  diseased,  treated  with  sulphate  of  copper;  tbiidlT, 
perfect  picked  seed  without  pickle ;  fourthly,  perfect  ^ic»^ 
seed,  with  sulphate  of  copper.  The  resulU  were  as  f«w>« 
Plot  1,  much  of  the  seed  germinated,  but  the  crop  tss  oaefl 
blighted  both  in  straw  and  grain,  in  fact  scarcely  a  perfscteL' 
of  the  latter ;  plot  2,  a  very  small  quantity  of  the  seed  ^ 
nated,  the  few  resulting  ean  were  free  from  bUght ;  pw  s. 
germinated,  with  a  good  and  clean  crop ;  pkt  4,  the  u^ 
result  as  plot  3."  Rom  this  it  appeara  that  the  P««"*" 
tiie  perfect  picked  seed  without  pickle  was  equal  toths  pwn« 
of  the  perfect  picked  aeed  which  waa  piekled.  At  the  «« 
time  the  result  ahowa  the  efficapy  of  sulphate  of JoffffB 
destroying  the  germs  of  the  diaeaae,  for  in  plot  3,  ^^7z 
diseased  wed  pickkd,  ^  ^<nr  nniltiag  cuivtn  A<*  >^ 
Uiffht.  ' 
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ABORTION    IN    COWS. 

BXFORT     or     THE     COMMISSXOXnR     07     THB     NsV     YOBK     STATI    AGRICULTURAL     SOCIITT, 

A8    Read    bbfcre    the    Societt    021    the    9ts    Feb.,    1870. 


On  Jose  2, 1869,  the  commiisioner  had  the  honoar  to  ad- 
diMt  a  letter  to  your  teeretaiy,  oontaining  a  propotition  to 
oontuiae  the  iiiTeatigation  of  the  tabjeet  of  abortiona  among 
com  for  another  year,  as  follows : 

-  New  York,  69,  West  46th  St., 
Jane  2nd,  1869. 

Mr.  T.  L.  Hanson :  Dear  Sir— As  yon  are  aware,  the  in> 
▼estipatioii  into  the  sobjeet  of  abortions  among  cows  wu  not 
eonsidered  closed  at  the  time  of  handing  in  my  report  in 
Pebraary  last,  and  although  certain  views  were  therein  ex- 
preased  aa  probably  exertbg  a  strongly  unfaTonrable  inflaenoe 
against  the  healthful  performance  ox  the  process  of  gestation, 
it  was  still  held  that  the  information  in  the  possession  of  the 
eommissioner  did  not  warrant  an  expression  that  these  iriews 
had  been  established,  however  probable  they  might  appear. 
In  order  that^  if  possible,  a  more  decided  expression  may  be 
allowed  and  those  views  confirmed,  if  correct,  as  also  that 
measores  ealcniated  to  arrest  the  disease  may  be  advised ;  or, 
what  is  perhaps  more  important,  in  order  that  no  false  impres- 
soons  may  be  promnlgated  in  a  semi-official  form,  eren  in  the 
goardcd  manner  there  Riven,  if  further  inquiry  should  throw 
oonbt  upon  their  prooability,  I  would  respectfully  suggest, 
tiurough  yon,  to  the  Aj^iicnltural  Society,  that  the  investi^- 
tion  be  continued  durmg  the  comins  season  in  certain  dairy 
and  eattle>raising  districts  in  tiie  Western  States  (where  in- 
quiries, in  1867,  showed  that  the  disease  had  not  appeared), 
to  a  snffieient  extent  to  determine  whether  the  same  practices 
in  breeding  and  milking,  daring  pregnancy,  prevail  there  to 
the  degree  foand  to  exist  in  Herkimer  county,  where  the  dis- 
ease is  so  extensive.  I  make  this  suggestion  with  more  free- 
dom, aa  the  whole  amoant  of  the  appropriation  made  by  the 
Legialatore  last  year  was  not  exhaosted  by  the  commission, 
Init  a  sufficient  sum  was  then  left  nnexpended  to  allow  the  in- 
vestigation here  referred  to  to  be  made ;  and  I  beg  leave  to 
state,  in  addition,  that  I  shall  make  no  ohmnee  for  my  own 
aenricei,  bat  that  all  the  available  funds  will  be  applied  to 
gathering  information,  or  used  in  the  necessary  expenses  in- 
cident to  the  getting  oat  of  the  report,  so  that  as  Um  a 
number  of  reports  (of  farms)  shall  be  obtained  as  is  possiole. 
Very  respectfully  yours,    W.  H.  Carmalt. 

In  reply,  the  following  letter  was  reoeiTed,  June  26, 1869 : 
Albany,  June  24th,  1869. 

W.  H.  Carmalt,  M.D.,  Commissioner,  &c. :  Bear  Sir— I 
have  to  inform  you  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  New  York  State  Agricultural  Society,  held  this 
day,  upon  reading  your  letter  of  the  2nd  instant,  it  wu 
ocderea:  That  the  commissioner  in  charge  of  the  abortion 
investigation  have  authority  to  expend  such  a  sum,  not  exceed- 
tng  five  hundred  dollars,  as  he  mav  see  fit,  in  the  snp{»le- 
mentaiT  investigations  proposed  by  him  in  his  communication 
dated  the  second  of  June,  instant. 

Yours  respectfully,    T.  L.  Harison,  Secretary. 

In  order  to  carry  oat  the  especial  olyect  above  given,  and  to 
make  the  comparisons  instituted  perfectly  fair,  two  points  were 
necessary.  1st.  That  the  dauqr  products  of  the  districts  com- 
pared should  be  the  same,  snd  if  prepared  by  the  same  methods, 
the  comparison  would  be  still  more  accurate.  2nd.  That  the 
treatment  of  the  oows,  in  all  points  relating  to  their  care  or 
breeding,  should  be  thoroughly  inquired  into,  and  whatever 
differences  found  be  foUv  oonsideTed.  The  selection  of  a 
locality  which  would  hola  a  fair  comparison  with  the  investi- 
gation last  year  was  the  subject  of  much  care,  and  after  u 
thoroogh  an  examination,  from  the  means  at  the  disposal  of 
the  commission,  as  possible,  Oeauga  county,  Ohio,  was  chosen 
as  bearing  the  closest  comparison,  in  the  matter  of  dairy  pro- 
docts,  wiUi  Herkimer  county.  New  York.  Por,  in  the  investi- 
gation of  1867,  under  Dr.  Dalton*s  direction,  the  farmers' 
reports  from  the  States  of  Ohio,  Michigan,  Illinois,  and  Iowa, 
indicated  that  the  so-ealled  western  reserve  district  in  Ohio, 
was  the  most  imnortant  dairy  district  in  the  west,  and  from  an 
czamination  of  toe  reports  received  from  twenty-thee  counties 
.n  that  State,  together  with  the  report  of  the  Ohio  SUte  Board 


of  Agriculture  for  the  same  year,  it  was  found  that  of  about 
twenty  millions  of  pounds  of  cheese  made  in  that  State,  fire 
millions,  or  twenty-five  per  cent,  was  made  in  Qeauga  county ; 
and  further,  that  more  than  one-third  of  all  the  cheese 
factories  in  the  State  were  in  that  county,  fifty-two  being 
reported  in  the  State,  of  which  nineteen  were  in  that 
connty.  This  made  the  comparison  tolerably  dose  for  the 
Census  Benort  of  the  State  of  New  York  for  1865  (two  vears 
before),  indicated  that  Herkimer  county  was  the  largest  cheese 
producing  county  therein,  manufacturing  about  nineteen  per 
cent,  of  all  made.in*New  York ;  and  we  thus  have,  in  each,  the 
largest  cheese  producing  county  in  their  respective  States,  each 
also  preparing  its  cheese,  to  a  verv  great  extent,  by  the  means 
of  cheese  factories.  With  regara  to  the  second  point  above 
mentioned,  the  reports  and  letters  received  in  1867,  by  the 
commission,  from  about  one  hundred  farmers  in  the  twenty- 
three  previously  mentioned  counties,  situated  in  all  parts  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  showed  no  evident  difference,  to  account 
for  the  absence  of  the  disease  there  u  compared  with  New  York, 
so  far  as  was  included  in  the  points  inquired  into  that  year.  In 
order,  therefore,  to  determine  if  the  points  in  the  investigation 
of  1868,  contained  the  elements  by  which  to  account  for  the 
disease,  a  blank  form  of  report  containing  the  same  series  of 
questions,  similar  in  all  respects  to  those  used  in  1868  (except 
as  to  datn),  was  furnished  to  inspectors ;  who  were  instructed 
to  pursue  the  investigation  by  personal  inquiry  and  examination 
on  the  different  farms,  u  had  oeen  practised  for  the  two  previ- 
ous years.  It  is  unnecessary  to  enter  into  the  details  of  their 
instructions ;  thOT  differ  in  no  respect  from  those  contained  in 
the  report  of  1868,  except  in  one  particular,  i .  e.,  that  u  in 
1868,  the  instructions  were  to  inspect  every  farm ;  in  1869, 
the  following  directions  were  substituted:  "  As  the  olgect  of 
the  inspection  this  year  is  to  make  an  accurate  comparison 
between  the  dairy  farms,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  dairy 
business  is  conducted,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  care  and  treat- 
ment of  the  cows,  you  will  please  inspect  those  farms  only  on 
which  batter  and  cheese  (or  milk)  an  made  an  article  of  sale, 
those  farms  on  which  cows  are  kept  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
stock,  onlv,  not  being  considered  to  afford  a  proper  comparison 
with  the  dairy  farms  of  Herkimer  county."  In  addition  to 
the  points  embraced  in  the  blank  form,  they  were  instructed  to 
report,  '*  How  Ions  has  this  farm  been  used  for  dairy  pur- 
poses P"  **  Has  the  usease  of  abortion  ever  prevailed  thereon  P" 
"  If  so,  when,  how  long  did  it  continue,  and  when  did  it  stop  P'* 
The  commission  was  so  fortunate  as  to  secure  the  services,  as 
assistant  inspector,  for  a  part  of  the  time,  of  Dr.  Benjamin  K. 
Swan,  who  had  been  in  the  service  of  the  society,  and  in- 
inspected  the  towns  of  Newport  and  Fairfield  last  year.  The 
experience  then  obtained,  of  the  manner  in  which  the  cows  of 
Herkimer  county  were  cared  for,  made  his  observations  all  the 
more  valuable  here,  and  he  was  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the 
form  of  report  used  in  1867,  in  which  the  points  more  directly 
referaUe  to  thier  care  are  contained,  and  was  instructed  to 
note  any  differences  therein,  as  between  the  two  districts ; 
thus  establishing  the  accuracy,  or  otherwise,  of  the  reports  re- 
ceived, in  1867,  from  the  farmers  themselves,  as  also  loing 
over  the  whob  ground  with  more  care  than  any  Mneral  direc- 
tions would  have  been  likely  to  have  secured.  Dr.  Swan 
b^an  his  term  of  service  on  August  13th,  and  finished  on 
September  7th.  He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  George  A.  Van- 
wagenen,  who  entered  on  duty  September  20th,  and  finished 
on  October  16th. 

Reports  were  received  from  these  inspectors  as  follows,  viz : 

Cows  carry- 
Farms,    ing  calf  to  Abortion. 
fuU  term. 
From  the  town  of  Chester     60    ...     775    ...    1 
From  the  town  of  Chardon   44    ...     6<^9     ...    — 
From  the  town  of  Munson    63    ...  1,0^     ...    — 
From  the  town  of  CUridon    66    ...     737    ...    1 
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Of  the  iboitioiii,  <ma  oeeomd  in  the  lixth  month  of  prag- 
nancj,  the  other  in  the  ninth ;  one  took  place  in  Deoembo', 
the  oUier  in  March ;  one  was  aired  by  a  yearling  boll,  the 
other  by  a  two-Tean-old ;  both  oceorred  in  oows  which  had 
borne  a  calf  at  fall  term  the  pieTiou  pn ;  both  oowe  had 
been  on  the  reepectire  farau  upon  which  they  then  were  for 
more  than  one  year ;  no  history  of  injury  was  obtained  in 
either  case.  The  proportion  of  abortions  to  the  whole  nnm- 
ba  of  fhll  term  calves  is  too  small,  however,  to  consider  these 
cases  u  otherwise  than  independent  of  infloenoes  at  present 
affecting  the  cows  generally,  nor  will  they  be  again  considered 
in  this  report,  the  district  being  assnmed  to  m  free  from  the 
disease.  The  investigation  in  Ohio  being  simply  a  continaar 
tion  of  that  of  last  year,  the  points  in  the  report  then  made 
will  be  taken  np  seriatim,  ana  the  two  compared. 
l8T.   Ab  to  Tax  Aoxs  or  xhi  Bulls  Usxd.— 

In  Herkimer    In  Geangn 
coanty.  oonnty. 

Per  oent.       Per  cent. 
Cowi  served  by  yearling  bnlls  ...        S2       •«•       40 
Cows  served  by  two-year-old  balls       66        ...        46 
Cows  served  by  <<  aged "  bnlls  ...         3        ...         6 
Showing,  so  fiur  as  the  prevalence  of  abortions  in  Herkimer 
eonnty  is  concerned,  there  can  be  no  immediate  inflaenoe  against 
the  nse  of  yearlin|f  bolls,  bat  argning,  so  fkr  as  it  goes,  to  an 
advantage  in  their  fiivoar.     Yoor  eommissioner  desires  to  be 
understood  in  this  question ;  he  does  not  in  either  report  assert, 
or  intend  to  imply,  that  the  age  of  the  boll  is  likely  to  infloenee 
in  one  way  or  tne  other  the  probability  of  a  cow  once  impreg- 
nated carrying  her  calf  to  term ;   the  fcotns  conceived  by  a 
yoonff  boll  would  be  just  as  likely  to  live  as  that  conceived  by 
an  older  one ;  the  ovum,  once  having  been  impregnated  by 
healthy  material,  is  under  care  of  the  dam,  to  wnom  we  must 
thereafter  look  for  any  stoppage  in  the  natural  process  of  ses- 
tation.    The  infloence  of  the  age  of  the  boll  most  be  looked 
fbr  (kither  on— farther  than  it  is  practicable  for  this  oommis- 
lion  to  carry  it — i^.,  to  the  point  of  determinin*  whether  the 
eow  whose  sire  was  an  immature  bull  carries  ner  calves  to 
term  or  habitually  aborts ;  but  this  is  beyond  any  tangible 
information. 
Sss.    As  TO  Excxssivx  Sx&Ticx  or  thx  Bulls.— 
A«»g..«nWorCo«.       1-fl^'J-    ^^^ 

Served  by  yearling  bulls    80        ...        23 

Served  by  two-year-old  buUs 83        ...        SO 

Served  by  "aged  "bulls 41        ...        29 

There  is,  therefore,  no  indication  in  this  table  that  any  unusual 
drain  is  inflicted  on  the  bulls  in  the  affected  disMcts  to  cause 
tills  disease,  conflrming  the  observations  of  both  previous  years. 

3iu).  As  TO  THE  PxoiffAifCT.— No  marked  difference  has, 
in  either  of  the  former  investigations,  been  shown  as  to  liability 
to  abortions  between  first  and  subsequent  preniancies ;  and  it 
is  worthy  of  remark  here  to  find  that  about  the  same  per- 
eentage  of  the  herds  in  each  district  are  heifers ;  in  Herkimer 
county  9  per  cent,  in  Oeauga  county  8  per  cent 

4th.  with  Rxoaso  to  Bamovals  noM  Pasx  to 
f  ABM.— By  the  investigation  in  Herkimer  county  it  was  found 
that  there  the  per-centage  of  abortions  among  cows  raised  on 
the  farm  was  less  than  among  those  brought  on  at  any  time 
during  or  since  their  first  pregnancy,  in  the  proportion  of  *046 
to  Of;  and  it  was  therefore  inferred  that  in  a  country  where 
no  abortions  prevailed,  the  proportion  of  cows  raised  on  the 
farm  would  be  greater,  but  the  investigation  this  year  does  not 
justify  this  inference.  In  Herkimer  county  37  per  cent,  of  the 
cows  are  raised  on  the  farm  reporting  them ;  in  Oeauga  county 
but  30  per  oent.  are  thus  raised,  and  the  conclusion  drawn 
from  the  inspection  of  Herkimer  county  is  not  sustained  by 
the  statistics  obtained  in  Oeauga  county ;  though  justice  to 
the  farmers  of  Oeauga  county,  who  have,  through  Dr.  Swan, 
entered  their  protest  against  the  practice  of  frequent  changes 
in  their  herds,  requires  that  his  remarks  on  this  subiect  should 
be  given.  On  Aug.  19th,  soon  alter  commencing  nis  inspeo- 
tioUfhesays:  "The  fiinners  are  stronsly  prqudioed  agunst 
cows  from  the  West  preferring  those  Chat  have  been  raised 
about  here,  and  they  seem  to  think  that  it  is  best  to  raise  their 
own  stock,  and  most  of  them  raise  two  or  three  every  year." 
On  the  21st  he  states;  «I  find  the  herds  more  permanent 
here  *»»»  in  Newport  ^e  same  oows  remain  on  a  fonn  till 
toooUtobopioAt»ble,wfai]tt  in  Newport  it  itm  rm  to  hard 


the  same  herd  in  December  that  WM  OIL  the  pbfis  in  Jsmuiy.* 
After  having  finished  the  inspeetion,  his  final  report  itstn 

tSfr     ^'^    ' 


have  tried  the  pLu  of  *deaooning'  all  the  cdns 

and  buying  cows  to  repknish  the  daiiy,  but  it  has  been  gives 
up ;  all  (P  Com.)  sayit^s  much  better  to  raise  their  ova  am; 
that  oows  broognt  m  firom  the  west  and  south  never  do  Td 
the  first  year;  and  they  find  they  can  raise  a  eslfsboiiu 
cheaply  as  they  can  buy  a  cow,  and  then  they  know  wlut 
they^re  got  I  am  told  that,  four  or  five  years  u;o,itvai 
almost  universal  to  buy  cows,  and  not  raise  calves ;  bat  it  vu 
decided  that  it  wu  a  ruinous  process  and  it's  been  itoppd, 
and  I  do  not  remember  one  who  has  not  firom  one  to  i 
doaen  ealves  growing  up;  the  plan  being,  to  raisetfaebot 
ealves,  and  seU  the  poorest  cow,  u  the  dairy  ineressei  in  um- 
bers. In  this  way  the  herd  is  growinc  better,  and  it  it  tina 
refsse  oows  that  drovers  take  to  I^ewTork."  IsisfeitlMrn- 
neellully  submitted  that  the  apparent  diser^aaey  betwos 
the  inspwtors' reports  and  the  fiumen^  statements  is  sooaitai 
for  in  the  letter  last  quoted,  where  it  says,  **  four  or  Htc  jein 
ago  it  was  almost  untverssl  to  buy  eows,  and  not  isiie  ctmi.'' 
May  not  the  insceetonT  reports  be,  to  n  Isorge  per  eent,  nab 
from  the  cows  thus  bought  P  A  fertber  investigstion  of  tfas 
point  nlates  to  the  coiSlition  of  pregnancy,  or  othervu^it 
the  time  or  removal.  From  the  iaets  prasented  6om  He- 
kimrr  county,  it  appears  that  cows  sabjected  to  renonl  fim 
one  fsrm  to  another,  during  pregnancy,are  mors  liable  to  lixRt 
than  those  removed  non-pregnant  and  who  sabseqaeatlj  htaat 
so.  No  cows  wese  reported  non-pregnant  at  the  tins  of  iter 
removal,  in  the  (bur  towns  inspected  in  Oeauga  eoBBt^,  w 
the  proportion  of  yrnvfy  removals  b  less,  being  bst  12  pe 
eent,  wnile  Herkimer  county  reports  17  per  cent  of  jttnj 
removals.  An  isolated  fiut  bearing  on  this  point  mjbe 
mentioned.  Dr.  Swan  writes :  **  I  met  to-day,  at  Mr.  Itffar 
Taylor's  in  Claridon,  a  Mr.  Wilder,  a  dairy  farmer  fiois  m- 
fbmia.  He  keeps  about  three  hundred  cows,  two  hmm 
milking,  the  otners  coming  on;  he  makes  butter entnoj. 
*  *  *  Last  year  he  drove  his  cows  down  firoffl  one  nsflhn 
the  mountain  slope  and  through  the  TaUeyto  another  naa, 
and  the  next  day  a  number  aborted.  Whether  it  «u  tb 
journey,  which  wu  only  seven  or  eight  miles,  and  not  ulW 
or  the  change  of  fised,  or  strains,  he  oould  not  telL" 

6th,  Bx&iod  at  which  THi  Cows  itest  mgait  bbuo- 
nCG.— The  instructions  to  the  inspectors  were  the  ooeai 
last  year  and  the  importance  of  getting  accurate  replia  v> 
insisted  upon ;  all  doubtful  cases  were  rejected,  and  they  n^ 
as  follows,  via. :  Of  eight  hundred  and  seveoty-aine  eon  o 
Oeauga  county,  which  were  raised  on  the  fcrms  reportiin  ttai 
(or  were  brought  on  as  unimpregnated  heifers),  five  hwm 
and  fifty-five,  or  63  per  cent,  first  calved  at  under  three  jem 
of  age,  while  in  Herkimer  county,  last  year,  83  per  ceot  wr 
comprised  in  the  same  dass.    In  other  words,  the  fsmm  of 
Herkimer  county,  where  abortions  prevail  at  the  rtte  of  k 
per  cent  of  all  birtiis,  subject  21  per  cent  more  of  thar 
heifers  to  the  process  of  gestation,  at  an  eariier  period,  tha 
is  the  habit  with  the  farmers  of  Oeauga  conn^,  where  ibor- 
tions  do  not  prevail.    The  injurious  tendency,  in  nhyt^i 
the  heifers  to  this  process,  before  arriving  nearly  si  nutontr. 
wu  insisted  upon  last  vear,  and  subsequent  i^^^^f*^^ JlJf 
but  served  to  confirm  the  views  then  expressed ;  sad,  ilthoagt 
the  reports  from  Oeauga  county  do  not  show  thst  tht  arwjj 
there  are  free  fit>m  the  charge  of  too  eariy  bnedisf  .  jt^^ 
practice  is  not  carried  the  extreme  degree  that  it»MP*' 
aimer  county.  Among  thoee  who  make  a  study  of  I^TJ^T^' 
in  either  its  sdentifio  or  its  praetieal  aspects,  there  is  w  on 
opinion  as  opposed  to  subjecting  an  animal  to  *  P^"'*^ 
making  such  great  demands  upon  its  nutritive  vowtn,  wNf" 
arriving  at  nearly  its  full  growth ;  and  it  is  a  well  toowB  rt«, 
that  the  too  early  or  the  excessive  exercise  of  any  ""^^u! 
pairs,  either  permanentiy  or  tempararily,its  «>"^*"2!i 
ment    And  the  following  conclusions,  besrieg  directly  e^ 
this  point  are  drawn  from  tiie  statistics  of  16,>58  cssei  ffl  »« 
female  popuUtion  of  Sootiand.    1st  Ihat  ttie  toaoBiiPi 
fortuity  of  the  female  population  increases  grsdailly  wffl  » 
commencement  of  the  child-baring  period  of  hfe  lutJ  ib^ 
the  age  of  tiiirty  years  is  reached,  and  tiien  »*  j^jj: 
gradually  declines.     2nd.  The  initial  fecundity  «  wjj 
gradually  waxes  to  a  climax,  and  tiien  gwdntJly  wweij"^ 
The  climax  of  initial  fecundity  is  probably  shout  ««  V  " 
twenty.fifs  years.    In  tiie  ease  under  i»w«^??»/iS 
9Qiiit6tiiktidlpixtioftiMOi9«iiinlunol»bi«o4  '^ 
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ttooU  !umflMlr«miiiiQfldeii%idf>iiMd  to  enable  ihe^ 
to  beer  tbe  demand  upon  their  nutrition  and  fatatt  derebp- 
nent»  wUeh  Mtation  entaili;  tiie  infloenee of  tbe  latter  being 
townrde  eheoking  the  growth  of  aD  tiie  reet  of  the  organization, 
to  the  hindranee,  more  or  len  remotdy  in  the  eoone  of  genera- 
tione,  of  the  derdopment  of  the  nprodneti?e  proceis,  and  it 
BMi  therefore  only  be  neoeteaxy  to  ihow  tbat  a  neiferhai  not 
nrrired  at  her  proper  breedinff  period,  at  from  one  year  to 
fifteim  months  or  age,  in  order  to  prore  that  the  disease  com- 
plained of  is  a  direet  oonseqnenoe  of  this  practice.  Tet  this  is 
the  time  at  whidi,  as  hu  been  shown  in  1867,  and  again  in 
1868,  88  per  oeni  of  the  heifers  of  Herhimer  ooonty  are  ftnt 
eorered  w  the  bnll,  and  the  reprodootiTe  process  initiated. 
The  (ket  of  the  presenoe  of  that  portion  of  the  reprodnctive  pro- 
cess, eomprised  in  the  phenomenon  of  heat,  or  nt,  is  not  soiBl- 
eient  aotbori^  for  a  breeder  to  immediately  sabjeot  a  young 
heifer  to  the  labour  of  carrring  on  the  remainder.  Habits  of 
domestieation  tend  powerfblly  to  stimulate  this  fonotion  to  an 
early  development  and  more  active  exercise;  but  rules  must 
not  be  assumed  from  exceptional  cases,  and  although  in  the 
inTeetigation  of  this  subject,  u  well  u  in  his  personal  expe- 
rience u  a  fkrmer,  your  oommiHioner  may  have  met  with 
eases  of  extreme  precocity,  more  extended  observatioDs  do  not 
jostiiy  that  these  should  be  oonsideied  otherwise  than  ab- 
BormaL    One  case  is  recorded  where  a  heifer  gave  birth  to  a 


IbUy-developed  calf  when  she  (the  dam^  was  but  fifteen  months 
and  twelve  days  old.  She  must  therefore  have  been  imprw- 
nated  at  the  age  of  six  months,  the  sire  being  a  calf;  at  the 
time  of  eoverinar,  of  four  months.  Surely  no  one  will  assume 
from  this  case  that  it  would  be  good  or  even  allowable  ma- 
nagement to  set  all  calves  to  breeding  as  soon  as  they  will 
allow  mtereourse ;  yet  this  is  the  argument  which  the  formers, 
where  abortions  prevail  so  extensively,  use*  asserting  that  the 
artiileial  stimulation  which  habits  of  domestieation  invariably 
excite  is  the  natural  apatite.  In  a  t&ble  relating  to  the  pro- 
cess^ of  reproduction  in  mammaTift^  tnnlii^iitg  about  fifty 
ipeeiee,  Prof.  Dungliion  gives,  under  the  head  of  **Age  ca- 
pable of  engendering  Toung,"  that  of  a  cow  at  two  years. 
As  the  suae  table  gives  the  human  female  to  be  capable  of 
engendering  young  at  fourteen  years,  it  is  evident  that 
the  compiler  intended  to  make  this  the  Minimim  age,  at  which 
the  heifer  could  naiwrallp  conceive,  for  no  one  will  clidm  that 
fourteen  years  is  a  pro^  child-bearing  period  in  woman. 
Cuvier  states, "  The  cow  is  gravid  nine  months,  and  can  breed 
at  eighteen**  (inontbs).  Additional  evidence  would  not  be 
wanting  on  this  point  among  strictly  sdentiAc  authorities, 
but  it  is  unnecessary.  Theoretically,  the  practice  is  opposed 
to  recognised  physiological  laws ;  but  to  show  that  these  laws 
an  not  in  opposition  to  practical  experience,  a  few  extracts, 
among  a  large  number  to  the  same  effect,  from  the  writings 
of  those  engaged  in  active  agricultural  pursuits,  may  be  of  in- 
terest, as  showing  the  plan  which  they  have  found  to  be  the 
most  advantageous.  Keary  on  the  Management  of  Cattle  in 
Cheshire,  a  celebrated  oheese  district,  in  the  JawnuU  of  the 
Boyal  Agricultural  Society,  says:  *<The  age  at  which  the 
heifers  are  first  bulled  varies  in  different  herds,  some  breeders 
patting  them  to  the  bnll  at  eighteen  months  old,  while  others 
prefer  allowing  them  to  run  until  they  compleU  their  second 
year.  Wright  on  Management  of  Breeding  Cattle :  "  Heifers 
are  uauallv  put  to  bull  at  two  years  old— sometimes,  but  very 
mrsly,  before ;  and  this  arrangement  is  found  most  conducive 
to  the  fruitfulness  of  the  animaJs.**  fiowick*s  Prise  Essay  on 
tlie  Bearing  of  Calves :  <*If  a  cow  brings  her  first  calf  when 
from  two  to  three  vears  old,  which  the  minority  probably  do, 
thouirh  all  will  admit  that  it  is  too  early,  we  should  not  care 
to  nulk  her  more  than  five  or  six  months  after  calving.**  In 
how  many  instances  is  this  latter  precaution  observed  m  these 
districts  where  abortions  are  so  fluent  P  Let  the  report  of 
last  Tear  answer,  page  S3.  And  it  was  then  forther  reported 
to  this  eomaimion,  many  times,  that  the  habit  among  the 
frnneit  wee  to  force  the  heifers  to  as  long  a  lactation  as  poa- 
ahU,  on  the  ground  that  if  this  process  wee  prokmied  to  the 
examne  that  her  fotue  periods  of  lactation  would  also  in- 
uiisse  a  proposition  that  no  physiologist  will  adsut,  and 
which  nearir  eveiy  forsMr  who  is  capable,  or  rather  who  is  in 
the  habit,  of  pnltug  the  observations  of  two  snocessive  years 
tofether,  will  deny.  Prise  Essay  on  Management  of  Gbttfek 
by  little,  who  ia  nporting  the  method  adopted  on  one  of  the 
Ivitcrtntfli  ia  the  nofth  «C  EniMi:  "Abont  fifty  or  sixty 
Weal  HigUandheifony  a  year  and  a  half  old,  ve  umtially 


bought  at  the  lUkirk  Tiyit,  or  lair,  hi  Scotland.    They  aia 

hro^riithome,  •  •  •  where  they  are  wbtered.  •  •  ♦ 
In  May  they  are  turned  out  to  nasture,  *  *  *  and  the 
Shorthorn  bull  is  put  amongst  tnem  in  the  beginning  of  July.  * 
This  brings  them  to  at  least  two  years  old  before  impresna- 
tioa.  Evershed  on  tbe  Agrienlture  of  Staffordshire,  describing 
the  manner  of  rearing  young  heifers:  **The  third  winter, 
hems  then  m-eal/,  they  are  fed,"  etc..  etc.  These  extracts 
show  the  course  pursued  by  English  breeders.    In  Frauce, 


Boussingault,  whose  position  as  a  judicious  rural  economist 
is  foremost,  savs :  **  The  aae  at  which  it  is  advisable  to  put 
heifers  to  bnll  depends  a  good  deal  on  the  way  in  which  they 


have  been  kept  and  brought  up,  and  also  on  their  growth. 
Tonng  animals  of  a  good  kind  that  have  been  well  fed  from 
their  birth,  and  received  all  the  care  which  contributes  so 
powerfully  to  their  development,  will  be  ready  to  receive  the 
ouU  when  they  are  between  a  year  and  a-half  and  two  yean  old. 
^  *  The  rule,  however,  is  not  to  allow  the  young  female  to 
be  leapt  untfl  she  is  nearly  at  her  full  growth.**  It  is,  therefors^ 
evident  that  from  a  year  and  a-half  to  two  years  is  the  minimum 

Xat  which  it  is  practically  economical,  in  its  true  sense,  to 
w  a  heifer  to  begin  the  process  of  gestation.  The  observa- 
tions of  the  physiologist,  and  the  experience  of  the  practical 
breeder,  who  breads  for  the  best  results  to  his  herd,  thus 
arrive  u  they  always  will,  to  the  same  conclusion. 

6th.  Thb  Amouitt  or  Milk  Obtainxd  pib  Cow^^ 
This  question,  as  affecting  the  immediate  result,  is  second  in 
importance  to  none  other  presented ;  and,  as  will  be  remem- 
bend,  considerable  emphasis  was  laid  upon  it  last  year,  and 
the  results  obtained  by  the  investigation  this  year  are  suffimently 
coafinnatory  to  folly  wammt  the  views  then  taken. 

THX  ATXXIOI  TIILD  Or  MILK  FSB  COW         Pouuds. 

In  Geaaga  county,  of  8,979  cows  in  1868,  was    8,868 
In  Herkuner  county,  of  11,908  cows  on  non- 
affected  fanns,  in  1867,  was 4^386 

In  the  State  of  New  York,  of  1,196,481  cows 

by  the  census  of  1866,  was  2,671 

By  this  it  is  seen  that  in  Herkimer  county  the  average  yield 
is  85  per  cent,  neater  than  in  Geauga  county,  and  that  the 
average  yieU  of  the  latter  is  lOper  cent,  more  then  the  average 
quantitv  obtained  in  the  wholJB  State  of  New  York.  As  m- 
tween  the  counties  of  Herkimer  and  Oeau^  this  comparison 
must  be  taken  as  nearly  accurate.  The  inspection  was  made 
in  the  same  manner  in  both  counties,  in  part  in  each  by  the 
same  person,  and,  as  was  stated  last  year,  inspectors  were  di- 
rected to  make  reference  to  the  books  of  cheese  factories  when- 
ever desirable.  It  may  also  be  here  mentioned  that  both 
gentlemen  exprosed  themselves  under  obligations  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  fectories  for  the  facilities  afforded  them  in  taking 
notes  from  their  books.  In  the  case  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  there  are,  of  course,  many  districts  in  which  the  dairy  is 
of  a  very  subordinate  oonsiderstion,  and  in  which  but  little 
care  is  taken  to  collect  the  dairy-products.  Very  great 
exist  between  individual  oows  as  well  ss 
with  regard  to  the  amount  of  milk 
which  they  will  yieU ;  and  if  it  could  be  shown  that  the  cows 
of  Herkimer  county  were  a  jerj  superior  race,  better  fed  and 
better  cared  for  than  those  in  Qeanga  county,  it  might,  with 
some  propriety,  be  assumed  that  tlm  above  difference  in  the 
vield  of  milk  is  doe  to  a  natural  difference  between  the  local 
breeds.  That,  however,  will  not  hold  as  between  the  cows  of 
Herkimer  county  and  those  of  the  remainder  of  the  State  of 
New  York  (it  is  unnecessary  to  dte  authorities  on  this  point, 
it  is  a  matter  of  too  common  observation)  ;  and,  as  between 
Geauga  county  and  Herkimer  county.  Dr.  Swan's  evidence  is 
dear,  and  directly  opposed  to  the  assumption  of  the  superiority 


differences 


of  tbe  Herkimer  county  cows  over  those  of  Qeanga  county. 
This  gentleman,  as  has  already  been  stated,  was  a  careful  in- 
spector of  the  towns  of  Newport  and  Fairfield  ia  Herkimer 
county,  in  1868,  and  was,  therefore,  able  to  make  a  lair  com- 
parison between  the  districts,  and  his  instructions  (beibn 
given)  induded  observations  on  tfaisjpoint.  He  began  inspect- 
ug  August  18th,  and  writes:  "I  like  the  kwks  of  the  cows 
much  better  than  in  Newport**  On  the  21st :"  I  saw  several 
herds  yesterday,  and  was  surprised  at  the  exodlence  of  the 
atoek.  The  eows  an  large;  the  bulls  at  one  and  a-half  to 
tvoyitti,  are  kiger  than  two  of  the  Newport  boUs.**  On 
the  86th;  **Tho  non  I  see  of  the  eows  the  more  I  am  con- 
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vinoed  of  their  superiority,  as  a  race,  over  the  Newport  cows." 
A  man  said,  to-day,  "  They  ought  to  have  good  cows  in  New 
York,  for  they  come  here  to  bay/'  Another  spoke  up  and 
said,  "  Yet,  but  we  only  sell  our  poorest/*  On  September  3rd, 
in  reference  to  the  manner  in  which  the  dairies  are  kept  up, 
after  de5cribin(<  which,  he  adds  :  "And  it  is  these  refuse  cows 
that  drovers  tue  to  New  York,  as  von  can't  buy  a  man's  best 
cow  here/'  And  an  examination  or  the  retams  in  the  reports 
of  1867,  from  all  the  States  above  mentioned,  shows  no  dif 
fereuce  or  pecnlianty  in  the  breeds  of  cows.  They  are  re- 
ported, in  a  large  majoritv,  as  "  natives/'  the  remainder  being 
"grades/'  in  no  marked  difference  of  proportion  between 
"Shorthorns,"  "Aldemeys,"  aud  "Ayrshires."  As  the  evi- 
dence obtained  by  the  commission,  is  opposed  to  the  view 
that  the  cows  of  Herkimer  connty  are  of  a  sape>rior  quality, 
the  question  which  would  most  natarally  arise  next,  is 
whether  the  Herkimer  county  cows  are  better  fed.  Reports 
were  made  on  this  point  from  every  farm  inspected,  in  the 
three  years  during  which  this  investigation  has  been  pro- 
gressing, aud  the  result  of  a  careful  examination  thereof  is 
against  this  view.  In  the  Beport  of  last  year  it  was  shown 
(pa^  S3)  that  the  farmers  of  Herkimer  coontv  were  in  the 
habit  of  milkinff  their  cows  to  as  hite  a  period,  darin|:  preg- 
nancy, as  poasiole,  and  that  this  wu  the  means  by  which  the 
increased  amount  was  obtained.  The  deleterioni  influence  of 
this  practice  upon  the  progress  of  gestation  was  also  con- 
sidered there,  m  some  detail,  to  whicn  it  is  only  necessary  to 
refer  now.  But  do  not  farmers,  in  districts  where  abortions 
are  unknown,  pursue  the  same  plan  ?  It  has  been  fonnd  im- 
practicable to  obtain  absolute  statistics  on  this  point.  The 
exact  date  at  which  conception  took  place  is  oftentimes  un- 
known, and  no  record  as  to  the  time  at  which  milking  ceased 
is  taken ;  but  allowing  farmers  to  state  their  views,  those  of 
Geanga  connty  are  fonnd  widely  different  from  those  in  Her- 
kimer countv  given  last  year.  Dr.  Swan  states,  August  19 : 
"They  (the  farmers)  all  speak  of  the  necessity  of  letting  the 
cows  rest,  and  think  tht^  get  more  out  of  a  cow,  in  the  Ions 
run,  by  letting  her  run  dry  three  months,  than  to  milk  dose.^' 
Angost  25th :  "  The  cheese  factories  here  are  not  owned  by 
the  farmers  in  joint  stock,  as  in  Newport,  but  by  an  individual 
who  buys  the  milk  out-and-out  from  the  fanners,  so  much  pei 
gallon.  A  farmer  told  me  that  Mr.  Randall,  one  of  the  fiictory 
men  here,  was  urging  fanners  to  sow  corn  for  fodder,  and 
feed  it,  and  milk  through  the  winter,  saying  they  did  it  in 
New  York  State.  The  farmer  said  he  thought  a  cow  wanfed 
rest,  and  it  would  be  better  for  the  farmers  to  dnr  off  for  three 
months  at  least ;  he  thought  thev  would  be  richer  at  the  end 
of  ten  years  than  if  they  milked  eleven  months/'  In  his  final 
report,  sununiug  up  the  observations  of  his  inspection,  he 
says :  "  This  country  is  the  cheese  district  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve. The  country  is  rolling,  in  some  places  very  hilly,  much 
more  forest  than  in  Herkimer  county.  New  York.  The  soil 
has  a  large  amount  of  day.  It  is  well  watered,  though  not  so 
well  as  Herkimer  connty ;  there  being  much  more  bottom  land 
and  more  sluggish  streams,  the  clay  lessens  in  amount,  and 
the  country  is  better  watered  as  we  go  further  south.  The  al- 
most universal  custom  is  to  let  the  cows  run  dry  at  least  three 
months,  all  affirming  that  the  cow  needs  i«st,  and  that  she 
comes  out  in  the  spring  mnch  bett«r  for  it."  It  is,  therefore, 
evident,  from  the  facts  actually  presented,  as  well  as  from  the 
observations  of  the  inspectors,  as  thns  shown  in  comparing  these 
two  extensive  cheese-prodncing  counties ;  in  one  where  abortions 


do  not  prevail,  and  in  tlie  other  where  they  do,  that  the  views 
expressed  in  the  Report  of  last  year  are  in  their  most  essential 
points  sustained ;  one  element,  however,  i^.,  that  of  fireqaent 
removals,  considered  in  Herkimer  connty  to  be  a  eomewhat 
frequent  exdting  cause  of  the  disease,  has  been  found  to  exist 
to  a  greater  degree,  in  Geanga  countv  ;  but  this  is  a  minor 
point,  and  must  be  considered  as  one  of  ^e  daas  of  simply  ex- 
citing canaes,  as  distinguished  from  the  predispoaing  or  ootisti- 
tntional  cause.  The  immediate  exdting  eanae  of  an  abortaoa 
may  be  one  of  many,  all  more  or  leas  accidental  in  thcsr  na* 
ture,  but  it  became  evident,  as  this  investigatioii  proceeded, 
that  a  disease,  affecting  so  extensive  a  region  of  coontry ,  aris- 
ing, as  this  did.  onlv  after  the  dairy  business  had  eoaae,  in  the 
course  of  years,  to  be  the  jirindpal  interest  of  the  district,  and 
which  gradually  extended  itsdf  as  that  interest  increaaed,  that 
some  general  predisposing  or  constitutional  inflaeaoe  or  in- 
fluences were  at  the  bottom,  and  that  the  various  eaiuea  as- 
signed on  all  sides  were  but  indications  of  a  ttmdemey  to  the 
disease,  which  must  not  be  confounded  with  the  main  eSenot 
In  the  fint  year  of  the  investigation  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mission was  mainly  directed  to  influences  affecting  individaal 
cows,  bnt  nothing  positivdy  pointing  to  a  cause  vraa  arrived 
at,  although  immense  progress  was  made  in  dearing  away  a 
mass  of  conflicting  theories  or  opinions,  which  had  previoady 
presented  themsdves  as  important  influences ;  affainat  crcfj 
one  of  which,  however,  more  negative  facta  could  be  braoght 
to  bear  than  could  be  presented  in  its  support.  Still,  e^cn  at 
this  early  stage  of  the  investigation,  inuicationa  of  the  pnc- 
tice  of  breeding  prematurdy  were  seen,  bnt  they  conld  not  then 
be  daasified  in  a  manner  to  he  made  usefd.  In  the  foUowiar 
year  the  attempt  was  made  to  discover  influeaces  affecting 
farms,  rather  than  cows ;  bnt  still  no  pontive  reason  eoold  be 
found  to  account  for  the  comparative  immunity  of  one  CarsL 
over  another  in  the  affected  districts.  The  more  definite  Ibrm 
in  which  the  inquiry,  with  regard  to  the  age  at  wiiidi  the 
heifers  were  bred  from,  was  put,  devdoped,  however,  the  im- 
portant fact  of  its  very  genenl  early  practice ;  aad  the  in- 
creased average  yield  of  milk,  over  that  obtained  firom 
the  cows  throughout  the  State,  who  were  of  pre- 
cisdy  the  same  breeds  and  eared  for  in  the  s 
way  in  other  respects,  indicate  an  additiond  injurious  infla 
upon  the  reproductive  process,  which  would  directly  reaet  i  _^  _  ^ 
an  animal  already  subjected  to  the  labour  of  premature  gesta- 
tion found  in  both  years  to  be  exacted.  It  was  then  oeta- 
mined  that  whatever  tendendes  were  at  work  to  nve  riae  to 
the  disease  were  those  of  a  predispodng  nature,  affecting  the 
whole  practice  of  dairying  as  carried  on  in  the  Tariona  dis- 
tricts inspected,  and  that  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  satiafjactoiy 
condusion  the  investigation  must  be  carried  to  a  oomponaoB 
of  districts.  The  result  of  this  last  comparison  is  now  before 
you,  and  the  explanation  of  the  manner  in  which  those  in- 
fluenoes  act,  having  been  presented  la«t  year,  it  is  unneeeasaiy 
to  enter  upon  them  in  more  detail.  And  if,  in  the  reports 
from  time  to  time  presented  to  your  notice,  bnt  little  refieresee 
has  been  made  to  many  canses  which  have  been  advaneed  ^ 
authorities  having  everv  right  to  consideration,  it  has  not  been 
because  they  did  not  have  vdne  in  the  miM  of  your  com- 
missioner, bnt  becauae,  after  investigation,  they  urere  fonnd  to 
hold  the  secondary  position  of  bdng  nmply  exdting  or  aed- 
dentd  in  thdr  action  as  affecting  inuvidul  cows,  and  not  pre> 
disposiag  canses,  infinendng  whole  districts. 

W.  H.  Cakmalt,  M  J).,  CommisdoDer,  &e. 


LAVENHAM    FARMERS'    CLUB. 


This  club  has  held  its  first  meeting  for  the  autumn 
season,  when  the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  r.  P.  Hitchcock. 

Mr.  ViNCE  read  the  following  paper  on  "  Cultivation ;  or, 
how  to  draw  the  largest  amount  of  vdue  from  the  soil  at  the 


You  will  excuse  me  when  I  tell  you  I  have  prefaced  my 
paper  on  cultivation  with  notes  borrowed  from  history,  and 
some  remarks  from  better  informed  persons  than  mysdf.  I 
tmst  the  heading  of  mv  paper  will  not  mislead  some  of  our 
young  members  to  think  my  object  is  to  teach  them  to  farm 
vinthottt  capitd,  if  so  they  will  be  disappointed.    Cultivation 


is  the  art  of  tilling  and  managing  land.  The  hittoiy  of  a 
nation  odebrated  Tor  wedth  and  power  is  in  eveiy  war 
intimatdy  connected  with  cultivation ;  the  soil  may  w  said 
to  be  the  true  riches  of  a  country.  In  ancieat,  aa  wdl  si 
in  modem  times,  nations  have  increased  in  wedth,  power, 
and  importance,  just  in  proportion  as  they  cultivated  the 
soil.  Commerce  and  manufactures  are,  no  doubt^  powcrfd 
resources  for  multipl)  ing  the  wedth,  and  greatnea  of  a  aatiOB ; 
but  then,  I  think  I  may  say  the^  never  have,  nor  ever  can 
fiourish  until  the  cultivation  of  its  soil  haa  readied  a  eeitua 
degree  of  perfection.    In  the  eariiest  ages  of  the  worM(it  is  not 
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probable  that  man  made  himulf  much  arauaintod  with  a  col- 
tare  of  the  soil ;  whikt  the  inhabitaats  of  the  earth  wen  lew 
and  thinlj  acatteced  over  ita  rarface,  hantiog  and  fishing, 
with  the  addition  of  froity  &c,  afforded  ampe  provitiona; 
bnt  as  mankind  increaaed^  they  tamed   their  attention   to 
coltivation.  to  anpplj  their  wanta  with  a  more  certain  anb- 
aistence.    The   firtt  attempt   at  cnltiTation  was,  probably, 
bv  the  nae  of  the  apade,  which  was  eridently  used  pnor  to  the 
ploflgh.    We  read  Adam  himaelf  waa  placed  in  the  midat  of  a 
garden  to  keep  and  till  it ;  hia  aona,  after  the  ezpolaion  from 
Faradiae,  coltiTated  the  ground ;  and>  in  after-timea,  the  riae 
and  proneaa  of  cnltivation  appeara  to  have  improved,  ao  aa  to 
supply  the  increaaing  wanta  oi  mankind.    The  Greeks  were  an 
ingenions  and  literary  people,  and  were  the  firat  who  taught 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil  aa  a  adenoe.    The  Romana,  aa  well, 
held  asrienltare  in  the  higheat  eatimation ;  their  aenators  and 
genenOa  often  worked  at  the  plough  when  their  aervioea  were 
not  required  elaewhere.    In  the  present  age  the  cultivation  of 
tlie  soil  takes  a  prominent  place  in  the  history  of  a  country,  u 
institntions  to  atimulate  production,  and  honours  to  encourage 
talent  and  diacovery  have  long  been  and  are  oeatowed  amongat 
the  nationa  in  Europe.    In  retiu,  the  hnabandmen  are  yearly 
admitted  to  the  presence  of  royalty,  and  in  China  the  emperor 
peribrma  once  every  year  the  taak  of  holding  the  plough: 
thua,  by  example,  ahowing  that  no  man  ought  to  be  Hfhemefl 
of  being  a  farmer.    In  aeveral  countries  of  Europe  the  culti- 
vation of  the  soil  is  taught,  as  one  of  the  most  usaul  branches 
of  education;  and  hiatoffy  tells  us,  when  nations  have  become 
eihanated  by  wara,  governments  have  ^ven  encouragement  to 
thia  science,  as  tlir  only  meana  of  recruiting  the  permanent  re- 
aouroea  of  the  country ;  and  perbapa  it  would  be  weU  if  our 
aeighbonra  that  have  cauaed  within  the  kat  few  weeka  ao  much 
bloodshed  and  miaery  ahould,  after  thia,  turn  their  attention  to 
this  humble  employment.    I  think  I  may  say  an  example  of 
thia  may  be  found  amongat  the  acta  of  our  own  Oovemmenta 
in  da^a  paaaed  bv.    Sometimea  in  a  atate  of  comparative  de- 
pression rather  tnan  one  of  prosperity  may  be  looked  to  aa 
lavourableto  permanent  improvement.    Neceaaity  ia  aaidto 
be  the  mother  of  invention.    The  beat  cultivatora  have  often 
been  made  from  the  pooreat  aoila,  whilat  many  &rming  such 
aoils  as  require  liftle  more  than  mowing,  ploughing,  and  sowing, 
manifest  an  indifference,  and  sometimes  an  aversion,  to  improve- 
ment.   Now,  gentlemen,  if  we  take  a  glance  at  the  ancient 
and    modem   practices   of  cultivation   and   implements   of 
husbandry,  some  idea  ma;^  be  CDrmed  of  the  advancement 
of  the  sdenee.    I  have  said,  no  doubt  cultivation  was  first 
commenced  by  spade  huabandrv ;  there  are  some  even  now 
who  wonid  persuade  us  it  can  be  done  to  some  profit.    Che- 
mical science  has  thrown  much  light  upon  the  auqject  of  aoila 
and  manurea  aa  well  aa  the  effect  oi  atmoaphenc  influencea 
npon  our  aoUa,  and  the  conaequent  neceaaity  of  deep  and  ahal- 
knr  ploughing,  according  to  the  cireumatancea.    Our  fore- 
fathera  commenced  their  instraction  by  recommending  alternate 
fallowa.    I  well  remember  one  or  two  poor  heavy  land  fiuma, 
where  the  pUn  was  adopted  furthest  from  the  homestead.  The 
last  half  oentury  has  worked  a  revolution  in  graxin^and  farm- 
iag.     Our  martial  neighbours  can  boast  of  their  Sniders, 
Chaasepots,  and  needle-guns  as  engines  of  destraetion :  we 
ean  ngoioe  over  our  steam-draining,  steam-ploughing,  and 
steam-threshing  engines,  assisting  us  in  developing  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  soiL    The  art  of  cultivation  differs  materially 
from  any  other  art  practised  by  man.    Man  can  prepare  and 
sow,  whilst  the  bringing  up  and  the  bringing  to  maturity  re- 
mains in  the  handa  of  an  ever  wiae  and  indulgent  Providence. 
We  have  known  aome  fooliah  enough  to  wiah  for  a  wet  harvest 
or  a  bloody  war.   We  had  the  first  in  1860.  The  hut,  I  think 
we  have  had  to  perfection  in  1 870.    Have  we  reallv  received 
any  benefit  from  either  P    I  fear  not ;  but  I  do  think  the  laat 
few  yeara  the  aeaaona  have  been  aomewhat  favourable  for  our 
opentioua  in  thia  neighbourhood,  although,  I  fear,  not  for 
very  lig^t  land  ooenpationa.   That  knowledge  ia  power,  ia  cer- 
tainly applicable  to  the  boaineaa  of  the  farm.    Knowledg|e  ia  a 
capital  of  the  greateat  value  in  the  abaence  of  more  avaiUble 
advantagea.    There  is  no  dass  who  rely  more  on  their  own 
skill  than  the  farmers ;  we  must  admit  there  are  many  of  us 
who  have  not  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  our  busi- 
ness.   In  these  days  of  modem  or  rather  model  farming,  we 
must  always  be  acquiring  fresh  knowledge ;  it  cannot  be  said 
that  the  cnltivation  of  our  soils  lias  yet  been  brought  to 
that  degree  of  perfection  which  it  is  capable  of  reaching. 


In  a  business  noint  of  view  the  intention  ia  to  obtain  the 
greatest  possible  amount  of  produce  from  the  soil,  and 
the  farmers  object  ia  to  raise  it  at  the  least  cost  to  afford  him 
the  greateat  profit.  In  this  a  tenant  may  be  aaaiated  ma- 
terially by  Ilia  landlord  allowing  uaeleaa  poUard  trees  and 
fences  to  be  removed,  and  suitable  baildinga  and  yards 
arranged  for  all  grazing  purposes.  Half  the  rent  of  a  farm 
may  be  lost  for  toe  want  of  proper  accommodation.  Oood 
farm-yard  manure,  well-prepared,  la  the  farmer^s  beat  friend.  I 
am  fully  convinced,  let  what  may  be  aaid  to  the  contrary,  that 
really  good  farming  cannot  lie  maintained  without  good 
grasing.  Our  forefathera"  chief  wealth  conaiated  in  cattle,  and 
our  dependence  must  be,  in  a  great  measure,  upon  cattle  alao. 
How  can  we  enrich  the  soil  better  than  with  good  substantial 
manure  ?  Mannfacturera  and  their  agents  will  dispute  it,  but 
sound  practical  fanners  will  not.  I  am  convinced  the  more 
cattle  we  can  keep  the  better  it  will  be  for  us,  directly  or  in- 
directly. Of  course  it  requires  discretion  and  indgment  in 
buying  and  selling  at  tlie  proper  time  The  English  nation  is 
a  large  meat-consuming  community ;  for  some  years  past,  in 
spite  of  all  the  imports  of  foreign  cattle,  meat  has  realised  a 
fair  remunerative  price.  I  remember  saying  to  a  sheep- 
grazing  farmer  in  Hadleigh  some  15  years  since,  "  You  keep 
a  large  fiock  of  sheep,  and  feed  them  at  a  heavy  expense. 
His  answer  waa, "'  We  cant*t  make  meat  too  faat  when  it  will 
fetch  8a.  per  atone."  As  something  above  that  price  haa  been 
reaUsed  of  late  years,  I  think  the  same  remark  will  apply  now. 
I  am  not  one  of  those  who  would  say,  "  Sheep  pay  best,  or 
beasts  pay  best" ;  I  would  say,  keep  all  you  can  fairly  of  each ; 
keep  them  well,  and  should  they  at  the  year's  end  not  show  so 
favourably  npon  your  balance-sheet  as  you  could  wish,  you 
will  have  the  oonsoUtiou  of  hoping  for  some  better  results 
from  the  manure  heaps  they  have  manufactured.  Now,  gentle- 
men, I  have  not  recommended  a  small  expenditure  per  acre  to 
produce  the  lar^t  amount  of  value  from  the  soil  at  the  least 
expense,  farming  under  the  most  economical  Drinciple  possi- 
ble is  expensive,and  requires  close  application  ana  good  manage- 
ment. I  think  steam-power  has  in  some  measure  cheapened 
our  labour,  and  also  relieved  the  labourer  from  some  of  his 
most  laborious  work.  Steam  ploughing,  I  am  convinced  will 
become  more  general,  and  with  much  better  results  than  were 
bv  many  anticipated.  Beeping  and  mowing  machines,  with 
tneir  improvements,  are  more  in  favour,  and  have  this  year  more 
than  realised  the  anticipations  of  those  that  employed  them, 
and  will  ultimately  become  as  necessary  an  implement  as  the 
oom  drill.  I  was  very  pleased  this  harvest  in  seeing  one  of 
Burgess  and  Key's  two-norse  reapers,  with  one  man  onlv  to 
drive,  Uying  the  whole  field  in  even  sheaves  in  workman-like 
manner  ready  for  tying.  Thanks  to  science  for  these  modem 
appliances.  When  we  can  reconcile  ourselves  to  the  general 
use  of  them,  I  believe  they  will  cheapen  labour  and  assist  to 
increase  the  vdne  of  our  produce.  You  have  already 
heard  able  papers  from  some  of  our  most  intelligent 
and  practical  members,  upon  the  waste  of  force  in  farming 
operations,  economy  in  the  keep  of  ferm  horses,  deep  and  fieet 
draining,  &c  I  shall  not  enter  upon  these  matters.  The  chief 
object  of  my  paper  is  to  enforce  the  necessity  of  breeding  stock, 
&c.  Good  grazmg  in  connection  with  our  modem  cultivation, 
as  far  as  my  own  experience  goes,  has  been  satisfactory,  and  I 
think  there  are  many  of  our  members  who  expend  a  large  sum 
for  stock  and  feeding  stuff  who  will  admit  they  have  received 
a  fair  return  for  their  outlay.  We  have  heard  £10  an  acre  as 
a  fair  outlay  upon  an  occupation,  and  many  no  doubt  think 
they  manage  very  well  with  that  sum.  I  would  not  go  so  far 
as  our  friend  Mechi,  and  say  £30  would  be  much  better,  but  J 
would  urge  upon  our  young  members  the  neoMsity  of  breeding 
stock  and  grazing  as  a  means  to  increase  their  profits  and  im- 
prove the  mud ;  always  bearing  in  mind  the  producing  man  is 
the  man  for  his  country,  and  the  man  who  will  ultimately  re- 
ceive the  best  letnm  upon  his  capital. 

The  Chaikman  said  Mr.  Vince  had  referred  to  steam  cul- 
tivation, and  he  would  produce  for  their  inspection  some 
beet  roots  which  he  was  told  were  the  result  of  deep 
cultivation.  Mr.  Hitchcock  then  placed  upon  the  table 
four  roots,  two  of  extraordinary  dimensions  and  two  much 
smaller,  and^  also  some  of  the  subsoil,  which,  he  said,  was 
unmitigated  day.  The  beet  came  from  Mr.  Campbell's, 
Basket  Park,  near  Faringdoo,  Berks,  the  large  ones  having 
been  taken  from  the  bottom  of  the  field,  where  the  soil  was 
less  tenacious,  but  all  were  grown  upon  pure  clay.    On  the 
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■ame  fiurin  there  wen  1,800  Mm  of  TOola»  m  good  m 
ha  had  produced.  He  (the  Cheimiaii)  wm  at  the  htm.  on 
the  pieriou  day,  and  taw  two  engines  of  80-hoiae  power 
each,  tearing  n]>  the  land  to  the  depth  of  two  feet  It  was 
angar-beet  farming,  and  not  a  wjtbtm  that  thej  ooold  well 
follow.  The  beet  was  not  for  making  ragar  with,  bnt  to 
make  spirits,  therefore  the  diatillery  waa  more  taken  into  oon- 
aideration  than  the  farm.  Beet  waa  also  naed  to  feed  a  great 
number  of  oatUe  and  sheep,  there  beiar  at  the  present  time 
1,600  bnUocks  and  5,000  sheep  on  the  farm.  The  proprietor 
sold  50  fat  bnllocks,  and  from  800  to  400  sheep  bj  aoetion 
every  week.  He  (the  Chaizman)  thought  they  moat  all 
thoroughly  agree  that  de^  caltiTation  was  the  thing  in 
loots. 

Dr.  Whiti  said  the  specimen  of  snbeofl  orodneed  had 
plenty  of  oarbonic  acid  in  it.  It  was  partly  dolomite^  which 
was  a  mixture  of  limestone  and  magnesia. 

The  Chaibman  said  he  did  not  think  there  was  any  lime- 
stone in  the  soil,  as  they  had  in  that  neigfabonrhood  to  cart 
material  for  the  roads  a  distance  of  40  miles,  iriierew  th^ 
might  use  limestone. 

The  SiCKSTABT  read  t  tefegrau  he  had  reeeiTed  fhmi  Mr. 


statugOiMt  hi  vooUght  •  pin  of  MO  is  Ik 
grower  of  beet  whose  voota  wese  the  nehest  in  sagBr;tki 
roots  to  be  tried  to  weigh  not  less  than  Slbs.,  and  to  bsjsdgil 
by  density  of  jniee  in  an  avenge  old  roots. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  Seoprtary  ahonld  write  to  Mr.  Doa- 
ean,  thanlmig  him  for  the  oAr,  and  ask  him  by  what  tiasthi 
roota  most  be  sent  in. 

Dr.  Wnn  said  he  had  seen  the  steam  plough  at  ami  n 
Mr*  Hiteheoek»s  hmd,  bnt  he  ttioaght  there  was  a  gnat  km 
of  power  in  only  having  one  grmbber  to  two  engiaBs. 

Mr.  Vud  said  if  any  man  oouldinvsnta  meaaioftvi 
gmbbeiB  being  woriud  at  onoe  with  any  stats  of  eftataey  ki 
could  aoon  get  a  patent 

Mr.  HvafCUK  asked  Mr.  Vlnee's  opinion  npen  fte  km 
eonrae  wstem  of  &nning« 

Mr.  VDrci  said  as  rciards  the  shift  of  fbrnnng,  the  lesiii 
fermer  could  not  say  much  about  that  Many  of  thn  vm 
tied  to  the  foor-oonse  shift,  although,  perhaps,  tiicf  voiU 
like  to  alter  the  course  a  little.  He  thought  th^  were  ofta 
not  liDrward  enou^  in  preparing  their  landa  for  msaioUs;  it 
ought  to  be  done  in  the  autumn.  A  person  ooold  sot  b^ 
cattle  unless  he  had  roots  for  them. 
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MUBTINO  AT  CH£ST£EFIELD. 

five  theavee,  Shropshirss  or  8oB«hdovns/*FiiB^  A'* 
Booth,  Stretton.    Highly  ooauaended,  O.  I 

Five  ewe  lambc-HPirst  prise,  £9,  B.  i 
Mia.  Esnahaw,  Bank  House,  Staveky. 

PIGS. 
Boar  of  the  large  or  middle  breeds— Fint  fnat,  J.  B* 

Gragory,  Baveasneat.  Aahover ;  second,  C.  B.  Spei|^ 
Boar  of  the  small  breed.— Frixe,  C.  B.  Speight 
Sow  of  the  large  or  middle  breed,  in  milk  or  iapig.— Fu*^ 

prise,  B.  Hudy,  Ashover ;  second,  J.  B.  Gregory. 
Gdt  of  the  large  or  middk  breed,  in  milk  or  ia  vi^.-Trs^ 

prise,  C.  B.  Speight ;  second,  S.  Holland,  GiasnaoQr. 
Sow  or  gelt  of  the  small  breed.— Priae,  C.  B.  SpeigkL 
Store  pi^.—Fint  priae^  C.  B.  Speight ;  second,  CWn^ 

rmorethsalutfif 


At  the  twenty-eiffhth  annual  meetmg  of  tiifloe  united  Societiea 
the  entries  were  fallv  u  large  as  in  former  years,  and  consider- 
ing the  want  of  herbage  during  the  drought,  which  has  kept 
animals  in  poor  condition,  the  stock  waa  fully  an  average. 
Amongst  the  cattle,  the  dairy  cows  were  a  very  good  dass ; 
the  heifers  were  rather  poor :  bat  the  stirks  mneh  better. 
The  first  cow^ndf,  and  the  first  bull-calf  were  good.  The 
sheep  were  a  superior  show.  There  were  also  some  good  nigs. 
The  older  draught  horses  were  a  good  class.  Only  thrae 
hunters  faced  the  hurdles.  There  waa  good  competition  for 
the  prises  for  butter  and  cheese.  The  roots,  for  the  season, 
were  good,  the  only  poor  dass  being  the  cabbages. 

PRIZB    LIST. 

JUDGES. 

HoRSis :  J.  Bobinson,  Grove  Horse  Repository,  Manchester ; 

T.  Eodgers,  Wath-upon-Deame. 
Cattlx  Ain)  Sheef  :  W.  Tomlinson,  Bradl^  Pastures,  Ash- 
borne  ;  F.  Smith,  Ashbome  Grange, 
Pioa :  J.  Byrom,  Penistone :  H.  Jenkinson,  Tinstone. 
Daisy  Produce  :  R.  Wright,  Chesterfield. 
AoiUCULTU&AL  Pboduce  :  Messrs.  Tomlinson  and  Smith. 
CATTLE. 

Bull.— First  prise,  £3,  Mrs.  Packman,  Tupton  Hall :  second, 
£1  10s.,  J.  Fletcher,  Eckinffton. 

Yearling  bnlL— Prise,  £8,  Mrs.  Packman. 

Cows.— First  prise,  JB2,  and  second,  £1,  Mrs.  Packman  : 
thiid,10s.,J.Foi,Pleaaley. 

A  sweepstakes  for  pair  of  dairy  cows  in-milk  or  calf  was 
awarded  to  Mr.  Hopkinson,  Woodthorpe,  who  showed  against 
Mrs.  Packman. 

Hdfer.'FirBt  prise,  £9,  J.  Fox;  second,  £1,  8.  Lowe, 
Tupton ;  third,  lOs.,  R.  Crofts,  SUttmg  MilL 

Stirk.^First  prize,  £2,  J.  Fox;  second,  £1«  G.Cox,Ebnton 
Park ;  third,  10s.,  M.  Hopkinson. 

Wye  calf.— First  prize,  £1.  W.  Fowler,  Whittington ;  second, 
10s.,  W.  J.  Cawton,  Park  Hall. 

Bull  calf.— Prizes,  £1,  Mrs.  Phckman,  and  £1,  S.  Lowo. 
SHEEP. 

Long-woolled  shearling  ram.— Prize,  £3,  M.  Scorer,  Soar- 
diffe. 

LouK-wooUed  above  a  shearling.— Urst  prize,  £S,  and  se* 
oond.  £1 10s.,  R.  W.  Crawshaw,  the  Hagge. 

Of  any  breed.— Prize,  £2,  G.  Sampson,  jun.,  BeaQchieit 

Five  breeding  ewes.— First  prize,  £2»  R.  Croft ;  second,  £1, 
M.  Scorer. 

ISvo  theavea.^Fiist  priie, £S, M. Soorer ;  8aoond»£l,B. 
vt  .  Crawshaw. 


CotUgera'  pig,  the  owner  not  to  ocoupv  mors  thsa  hstf  n 
acre  of  land.— Krst  prize,  W.  Clayton,  Chestsrfisld;  Menf 
Conway,  Cheateriield;  third,  G.  WOoookson,  CbattHMi 
fourth,  W.  Clayton. 

IXTBA  STOCK,  to. 

Beat  pig,  not  eiceeding  six  months  old,  fed  on  iitflsvoM  < 
cattle  spec— Prize,  timepiece  valae  £5,  J.  Wiight,  Chf 
Cross. 

Best  pag  in  showyaid  lader  18  months,  fed  on  Iitd>«»f< 
cattle  ^cc— Prize,  a  ailvar  cim.  B.  Hardy,  Ashover. 

Best  pig  under  one  year  old,  fed  on  food  lesunsiwtt 
Simpson's  cattle  spiccd— First  prise,  J.  B.  Grogoiy ;  i«^ 
L.  2ionntaey,Bakewell;  third,  C.  B.  Speight. 

DAIRY  PRODUCK 
buttee. 
First  prize,  £1  Is.,  Mrs.  T.  0.  Hazard,  The  HeriioA  >«* 
ton;  second,  10s.,  Mrs.  Blanksby.Hardwicklani  tM>**» 
Mrs.  Ewingt  Tnptom 

CraauL— First  prize,  £1  Is.,  W.  J.  Cawtoai  ssood4,1<a> 
Mrs.  W.Whetton;  third,  6s.,  Mrs.  T.O.Hamid. 

Ordinarv  cheese— First  prize,  £2,  B.  Hardy,  Aiwv«i 
aecond  of  £1,  M.  Hopkinson. 

AGRICULTURAL  PBODUG& 
Swedesd— Prise,  G.  Sampson. 
Common  tumipe.— Prize,  J.  Booth. 
MangoUsw— Prizcf  R.  W.  Crawahaw. 
Cabbage.*Pr]ze,  W.  Blanksl^. 

H0BJ9BS. 
Hunter  not  lest  than  three  years  of  ifi^-^  J% 
sUver  enp  and  £6  6s.,  T.  Beny,  Shsffieldi  momdot*  1^ 
T.  Xirk^  Oak  Mount,  Sheffield. 
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Entire  hone  Of  the  diMight  kind.— Prize,  £5  Ss.,  W. 
Whetton,  Sutton. 

Temrlinff  n«gjr--f!nt  prize,  £2,  J.  Brtdbory,  TJnitone  Hill ; 
leeond,  £1,  J.  Wilcoduon,  Brampton. 

Two-vear-old  gelding  or  filly,  of  the  nag  or  riding  kind.— 
Fint  pnze,  £2,  Mr.  Hoyland,  Wingfield;  leoond  of  £1,  T. 
Hfljnrood,  Chesterfield. 

Three-jear-old  gelding  or  filly  of  the  ridinff  or  nag  kind. — 
Krvt jnize,  £2,  J.  J.  Crofts,  Staveley  -,  seeond  of  £1,  Q.  Wet- 
ton,  Brimington. 

Boadster  from  14  to  151  hands  high.— First  prize,  £3  8s., 
R.  W.  Cnwshaw,  The  Hagge;  second  of  £1  Is.,  S.  Bnrkitt, 
Chesterfield. 

Hamtes  honot  not  nnder  15  hands.— First  prize,  £3  Ss.,  W. 
GaitskeU,  Duokmanton;  second  of  £1  Is.,  £.  Goodwin,  Ches- 
terfield. 

Brood  maie  of  tiie  nag  kind,  with  a  foal  at  her  foot.— Prize, 
£2,  J.  Booth. 


Tearling  gelding  or  filly  of  the  cart  kindd— First  prize,  £2, 
J.  Wilcoekson;  second,  £1  Is.,  J.  Fletcher. 

Two-year-old  gelding  or  filly  of  the  cart  kind. — ^First  prize, 
£2,  Mr.  Fletcher,  Owl  Cotes,  Heath ;  second  of  £1  Is.,  B.  W. 
Crawshaw. 

Three-year-old  carting  colt  or  filly.— First  and  second  prizes. 
£2  2  and  £1  Is..  T.  Ward,  Intake.  Highly  commended :  T. 
Marples. 

Brood  cart  mare,  with  foal  at  her  foot. — ^First  prize,  £3  Ss., 
W.  Bogers,  Linacre ;  second  of  £1  lOs.,  J.  Bradbury,  Unstone 
Hall. 

Draught  gelding  or  mare  above  three  yean  old.— First  prize, 
£5,  T.  Ward ;  second  of  £2,  W.  Lister,  Oreenhill  Hall ;  third 
of  £1,B.W.  Cnwshaw. 

Pony,  mare  or  gelding,  nnder  14  hands.— Fint  prize,  £2,  J» 
Martin,  Y.S..  Chesterfield;  second  of  £1,  W.  Stamford,  snr« 
geon,  Tibshelf.    Highly  commanded  x  J.  £wing« 


HUNTINGDONSHIBE  agbioultubal   sooibty. 
meeting  at  st.  neots. 


For  many  yean  past  the  meeting  of  this  Society  have  been 
migratoiT,  and  hamg  been  held  alternately  at  St.  Ives,  Bam- 
aey,  and  Huntingdon,  this  year  came  round  again  to  St.  Neots. 
Of  horses  the  supply  was  good,and  some  really  fine  animals  were 
eihibited.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  breeding  stock,  Mr. 
Pawlett,  Beeston,  Bedfordshire,  being  always  a  great  exhibitor. 
The  show  of  sheep  was  small,  not  being  nearly  so  large  as  at 
Hnntbgdon  bMt  year.  ScTcral  dasses  did  not  fill.  Figs 
wem  indiiferently  repreaented ;  there  were  only  five  classes, 
and  the  entries  were  by  no  means  large.  The  poultry  show 
was  likewise  small,  and  much  bebw  the  average. 

PBIZE    LIST. 
HOBSES. 

Best  stallion  lor  agrieultural  purposes.— First  prize,  £15, 
J.  Flintham,  Somenham :  second,  £7,  Mr.  Battock,  Heming- 
ibrdAbbots. 

Cart  mare  and  foal.— First  prize,  a  cup  value  £10,  J.  Warth, 
Jan.,  Sutton,  Isle  of  Ely ;  second,  £3,  J,  Firer,  Chatteris. 

Two-year-old  cart  gelding.- Fint  prize,  £4,  and  second,  £2, 
T.  and  S.  Fyson,  Warboys. 

Two-year-old  cart  filly.— Pri^  £4^  Mr.  Tt^Udnson,  God- 
mandiesler. 

Cart  foal.— Prize,  £2  2s.,  E.  H.  Ekms,  Wennington. 

Maxe  or  gelding,  above  four  and  under  five  yean  old.— 
Prize,  n  cop  value  l26,  Mr.  Cheney,  Gidding  Grove. 

Mare  or  gelding,  five  yean  oUL— Priae,  £10,  J),  Cooper, 
Spaldwick. 

Mare  and  foal— Prize,  a  enp  vake  £10,  J.  Pattenon,  jun., 
Walesby. 

Mare  or  geldiag,  above  foar  and  nnder  five  yean  old.  not 
exceeding  15  hands  1  inch.- Prize,  a eup  value £10,  J.  Warth, 
jun. 

Mare  or  geldinff,  above  five  yean  old.— Prize,  a  cup  value 
£5,  J.  Topham,  Otawn  Farm,  Great  Staughton. 

Fony,  not  eioeeding  13  hands  high.— Pnze,  £2  2s.,  J. 
Warth,jun. 

iZT&a.  TBin. 

Mare  or  ^eldin^,  entered  in  either  of  the  above  dassea, 
which  shall  jump  in  tiie  best  forBd— Prize,  a  enp  valoe  £6,  J. 
T.B]ott,BiaBieade. 

CATTLE. 

Bun,  not  under  two  yean  old.— First  prize,  £8,  and  second, 
£4^Mr.  Pawbtt,  Beeston.  Sandy,  Beds. 

Bull,  under  two  yean  old.— First  prize,  £6,  Mr.  Pawlett; 
second,  £3,  P.  Brown,  Houghton. 

Cow,  of  any  age,  having  prodnoed  a  calf  within  nine  months. 
—First  prin,  £5,  J.  How,  Broughton ;  second,  £8,  P.  Brown. 

Cow,  of  any  a^  in  calf,  or  wiving  produced  a  calf  within 
-Fust     •—'*'-  ,  ^«  ^  — 


_  -     i prize,  £5,  P.Brown;  seeond, £3, B.H. 

Bowdl,  Oldhnist. 

Heifer,  under  three  yean  old.— Fint  prize.  £4,  J.  How; 
Mcona,£2^C.Ha]],St.Iieots. 


Heifer,  nnder  two  yean  old.— First  prize,  £3,  J.  How; 
second,  £1  10s.,  Mr.  Pawlett. 

Steer,  under  three  years  old.— Prize,  £5,  Mr.  Sisman,  Buck- 
worth. 

Steer,  under  two  yean  old.— First  prize,  £3,  J.  How;  second, 
£1  lOs.,  Mr.  Sisman. 

Pairof  steers.— Prize,  £4,  Mr.  Squire,  Cross  Hall,  St  Neots. 

XXTBl  PUZB. 

Bull,  to  be  kept  in  the  district  for  12  months.— Prize,  t  cop 
value  20  gs.,  Mr.  Pawlett. 

SHEEP. 

LONG    WOOLS. 

Pen  of  5  theaves,  under  two  yean  oR^First  prize,  £4, 
and  second,  £2,  Mr.  Cranfield,  Buckden. 

Pen  of  five  ewes.— Fint  prize,  £4,  and  second,  £2,  Mr. 
Cranfield. 

Pen  of  five  wether  lambs.— First  prize,  £4,  and  second,  £2, 
Mr.  Cranfield. 

Pen  of  five  ewe  lambs.- First  prize,  £4^  and  second,  £% 
Mr.  Cranfield. 

Pen  of  five  top  lambs.— First  prize,  £4^  and  second,  £2,  Mr. 
Cranfield. 

SHORT  WOOLS  OE  MIXBD  BBXXD8 

Pen  of  three  wethen,  under  two  yean  old.— First  prize  £4^ 
and  second,  £2,  T.  Topham,  Staploe. 

Pen  of  five  wether  lambs.— Fint  prize,  £4,  J.  Hall,  Eynes- 
bury;  second,  £2,  E.  Baintree,  Woolley. 

Pen  of  five  ewe  lambs.— Fint  prize  £4^  and  second,  £2^  F. 
Street,  Harrowden. 

PIGS. 

Boar,  of  the  large  breed.— First  prize,  £8,  J .  Pashler,  Great 
Catworth ;  second,  £1 10s.,  Mr.  Crawley,  Waresl^. 

Boar  of  the  small  breed.— Fint  pnze,  £3,  Mr.  Deacon, 
Oundel :  second,  £1  lOs.  to  Mr.  Squire. 

Breeding  or  suckling  Sow,  of  the  large  breed.— First  prize, 
£3,  Mr.  Pashler ;  second  £1  lOs.,  Mr.  Sauire. 

Breedmg  or  suckling  sowi  of  the  small  breed.— First  prize^ 
£3,  Mr.  Deacon ;  second,  £1  10s..  Mr.  Squira. 

Pen  of  three  yelts<— Prize,  £3,  Mr.  Squire. 

BOOTS. 

20  Swede  tunups.— First  prize,  £1,  Mr.  Wood,  Clapton ; 
secon^  10s.,  G.  Day,  St.  Neots. 

20  Green,  white,  or  red  turnips.— Prize,  15s.  Mr.  Squire. 

20  Globe  mangels.— Fint  prize,  £1,  P.  Brown ;  second,  10s.| 
Mr.  Sisman. 

20  Long  mangek.— First  prize,  £1,  Mr.  Sinnan ;  second, 
10s.,  Mr.  Looker,  Wyton  Manor. 

20  Carrots.— Prize  15s.,  Mr.  Ekins^  Wennington. 

20  Kohl  Babbi.— First  prize,  £1,  Mr.  Looker ;  second,  IQki 
Mr.  Sisman. 

10  Cabbages.— Prize,  15s.,  Mr.  Sisman. 

20  Boots  exhibited  in  dasses  3  or  4^— Special  prize,  teup 
value  5  gs.,  Mr.  Sisman. 

Jigitized  by  VjOOQIC 


390 


THB  FABMEB'S  MAGAZINE. 


FIELDS    AND    FOLDS    AT    HOME    AND    ABBOAD. 


Rotterdam  is  a  quaint  old  city,  wdl  worthy  of  a  few 
hoars'  qniet  sanrey ;  and,  as  there  is  not  much  to  be  seen, 
those  few  hours  will  suffice  to  see  all.  The  most  charac- 
teristic view  of  the  whole  is  to  be  had  from  a  tower  of 
the  High  Church,  the  peculiarities  of  the  place  being  at 
once  observable  from  this  vantage  post  Of  these  the 
chief  is  the  intersection  in  all  possible  directions  of  the 
streets  by  the  numerous  canals,  or  rather  the  twining  and 
twistings  of  the  great  canal,  the  ramifications  of  which  are 
so  diversified  as  to  give  altogether  a  peculiar  feature  to  the 
city :  the  canals  take  in  point  of  fact  the  place  of  the 
streets  of  other  cities,  the  real  streets  forming  compara- 
tively narrow  strips  on  each  side  of  the  canal.  The 
number  of  bridges  is  conseonently  very  great ;  and  these, 
when  viewed  from  a  lower  level,  form  a  feature  in  many 
cases  picturesque  and  in  all  peculiar.  The  houses  are 
very  high  as  a  rule,  and,  being  nearly  all  built  on  earth 
which  can  scarcely  be  charaetersed  as  solid,  many  of  them 
are  off  the  "  plumb,"  and  that  in  some  cases  to  a  degree 
which  is  somewhat  alarming  to  an  on-looker  who  has  been 
accustomed  to  the  straight,  erect  structures  built  on 
more  solid  soils.    In  many  cases  the  houses  are  built 

auite  close  up  to  the  sides  of  the  canals,  and  look  as  if 
^ey  would  some  day  inevitably  topple  over  and  spladi 
into  the  waters  below.  In  many,  we  may  perhaps  say 
the  majority,  of  the  streets  skirting  the  canals,  trees  are 
planted,  wluch  give  the  charm  to  a  city  which  they  alone 
can  give. 

The  view  from  the  tower  of  the  High  Church  gives 
on  a  clear  day  a  very  striking  view  of  what  may  be  cidled 
the  exceedingly  narrow  limits  within  which  are  com- 
prised the  towns  and  districts  of  this  little  kingdom; 
indeed  a  good  eye  may  take  in  the  whole  of  it,  and  that 
by  no  great  exertion  of  its  seeing  capabilities.  To  the 
south  is  seen  the  lower  reaches  of  the  brdly  river  the 
Bhine,  about  which  so  much  has  been  written  and  said, 
and  in  praise  of  which  the  songs  of  Germany  abound — a 
river  at  this  point  which,  as  it  "  drags  its  slow  length'* 
along  in  quiet  and  placid,  or  sluggish,  style,  is  the  very 
antipodes  of  that  noble  phase  which  it  presents  for  miles 
away,  where  it  dashes  over  the  rocks  of  Scha^Hiausen, 
or  runs  swiftly  through  the  pass  of  the  Lurlie,  or  washes 
the  base  of  the  vine-clad  cliffs,  the  summits  of  which  are 
capped  by  the  ruins  of  the  castles  which  make  the  upper 
Rhine  such  a  charming  river.  But  the  lower  Rhine,  in 
its  quiet  placidity,  is  not  a  river  by  any  means  to  be  despised; 
its  banks  no  doubt  lack  the  features  to  which  we  have 
above  alluded,  but  they  possess  charms  to  those  fond  of 
quiet  rural  scenery,  abounding  in  much  that  is,  if  not  pictn- 
turesque,  at  least  that  is  very  pleasing.  We  are  aware  that 
it  is  the  fashion  amongst  the  English  tourists  to  pooh- 
pooh  the,  lower  Rhine  as  a  river  all  sailing  upon 
which  for  sight-seeing  is  to  be  avoided,  but  on  such 
fair  ^acquaintance  with  it  as  frequent  voyages  upon  it 
may  reasonably  be  supposed  to  ^ve,  we  can  claim  for  it 
this — that  it  is  at  all  events  worth  sailing  down  at  least 
once.  And  if  this  is  done  by  one  of  our  readers  on  the 
strength  of  this  statement,  he  will  not  be  disposed  to  find 
fault  with  us  for  giving  him  the  advice.  All  the  more 
pleasure  will  it  be  if,  to  the  interest  which  a  true  agri- 
culturist will  take  in  seeing  much  that  is  suggestive  of 
rural  life  of  a  character  somewhat  diverse  from  that  met 
with  in  our  own  country,  he  adds  that  interest  which 
an  artistic  taste  will  throw  around  sccneiy  which  will 
remind  him  many  a  time  in  the  course  of  a  day's  sail  of 
our  charming  pictures  of  the  old  masters.     He  will  see 


many  a  production  in  real  life  of  that  whidi  in  tinr 
works  he  has  bug  studied  and  admired.  Bat  to  retun 
to  our  view  as  obtained  from  the  tower  of  theHigk 
Church  of  Rotterdam.  Following  the  river  np  its  buki, 
if  banks  they  can  be  called,  he  will  see  the  red  pM 
houses  and  the  prominent  steeples  of  Dortnehd 
(Doit),  a  venerable  city,  which  with  its  old  kiitorial 
associations,  and  its  fine  buildings,  and  the  beaatifid  uk 
whioh  maybe  made  on  the  borders  of  the  river  nuTMud* 
ing  it,  is  well  worthy  of  a  visit.  Taming  towards  Ik 
north-west  he  will  see  the  railway  shooting  out  ia  i 
straight  "  bee  line"  right  off  to  the  queer  old  town  of 
Delft— once  famous  for  its  crockery — and  still  &moia  for 
the  church  in  which  repose  the  remains  of  some  of 
Holland's  heroes  and  great  men.  Farther  on  the  ^ 
takes  in  the  steeples  of  the  still  more  famous  town  of  the 
Hague,  a  charming  toy  town,  which  should  be  rinted, 
not  less  for  the  art-treasures  which  are  there  to  be  met 
with,  than  for  the  pleasant  trips  whidi  can  be  made  in  iti 
vicinity.  Amongst  which  may  here  be  noted  thewiteiiog 
place  in  the  North  Sea — ^the  Baden-Baden  of  HoUini 
Further  on  you  see  the  town  of  Leyden,  famoui  for  its 
university,  and  not  less  famous  for  its  size  and  iti  hetm 
defence.  Still  further  on  the  eye  rests  npon  the  boiUiigs 
of  Haarlem,  famous  for  its  huge  organ,  and  still  farther  n 
those  of  the  regal  town  of  Amsterdam ;  still  sweepi; 
round,  the  ejt  next  rests  upon  the  quaint  fine  old  town  d 
Utrecht,  and  nearer  Rottei^bm  that  of  Goods,  eelebntod 
for  its  cheese.  Within  this  circle  lies  nearly  the  whok  tf 
Holland,  and  its  principal  cities. 

The  character  of  the  country  agriculturally  miy  k 
seen  at  a  glance,  it  is  essentially  meadow  and  partuehai 
but  such  pastures  1  It  does  the  hes^  of  a  staonchoU 
farmer  gcmd  to  see  the  grass  amongst  which  the  oafs 
luxuriate ;  it  is  suggestive  of  an  endless  flow  of  the  fiMt 
milk,  of  supplies  of  the  richest  cream.  But  more  of  thii 
and  of  cognate  subjects  as  we  proceed. 

The  chief  characteristics  of  the  towns  of  HoUiad  fit 
cleanliness  and  quiet,  not  but  what  we  have  acea  dirty 
slums  even  there,  and  smelt  scents  not  by  tajam» 
suggestive  of  the  "  Sabean  odour  from  the  sfney  ahoR" 
of  which  the  poet  sings.  But  deanliness  is  wiftoit 
doubt  the  rule,  cleanliness  which  does  not  conteat  itidf 
with  the  condition  of  interior  bat  concerns  itself  «H^ 
with  the  exterior  of  the  houses.  Nothing,  indeed,* 
clearly  oontrasts  with  the  state  of  too  many  of  the  itreeti 
of  our  towns  and  the  slovenly  state  of  too  many  of  the 
houses,  especially  of  the  lower  classes,  than  the  wiy  in 
which  cleanliness  "  inside  and  out"  is  looked  after,  ud 
undoubtedly  secured  throughout  the  whole  of  HoUsod* 
There  is  certainly  no  stint  of  water,  and  still  more  eer- 
tainly  there  is  no  stint  in  its  use  for  deaning  porpoKL 
The  very  streets  are  washed,  and  pavement  senbbed  like 
parlour  floora— 'the  brass  worksisof  the  most  briBsat,  ^ 
paints  of  the  purest.  Qoietneaa  of  the  towns,  with  w 
exception  of  Rotterdam  and  Amsterdam,  i^^  ■'b^ 
many  respects  quite  noisy  and  basiling  enoagh,  ii  snothff 
characteristic  which  cannot  fidl  to  strike  the  <>li*^^] 
traveller.  It  is  a  "  silence  which  may  be  hesrd/'  ud 
which  imparts  to  all  around  a  sleepiness  which  is  ray 
catching,  but  which  to  one  ooming  from  the  never  e>di>| 
push  and  bustle  of  our  towns  has  a  charm  of  its  ows- 
To  the  man  who  has  been  over-wrought,  ••  |'  ^  ^ 
the  case  with  many  of  us,  a  poative  benefit  is  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  strolls  throng  the  great  stieeti  ^  «« 
minority  of  Dutch    towns— the  strain  is  tikeaofftM 
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mind,  and  it  is  allowed  to  go  to  rest  as  one  dreamily 
sannten  along.  There  is  qoite  enough  of  historical  in- 
terest attached  to  nearly  all  the  towns  to  impart  an  in- 
teUectnal  rest,  to  keep  the  mind  alive  without  taxing  it  in 
any  way.  Bat  the  true  "  dranght  of  nepenthe"  is  to  be 
drunk,  so  to  say,  when  one  steals  through  the  countiy 
on  board  one  of  the  canal  boats  or  trnchshuits  whi<^ 
"  ran,"  we  were  going  to  say,  borrowing  a  phrase  from 
our  own  go-a-head  Tocabulary,  but  which  we  should 
rather  say  "creep"  from  town  to  towa.  We  are  quite  aware 
that  this  mode  of  traTolUng  is  all  too  slow  for  the  hurrying 
tourist  to  whom  a  railway  is  scarce  quick  enough,  and 
to  whom  the  object  seems  to  be  to  get  through  or  over  a 
coQQtry  as  fast  as  possible,  regardless  of  what  he  sees,  or 
rather  what  he  does  not  see.  But  to  one  who  wishes  to 
see  the  coantry  in  its  true — which  to  our  readers  means 
its  agncoltural— aspect,  to  see  the  people,  the  houses  they 
live  in,  the  work  they  do,  and  what  may  be  called  the 
inner  life  of  the  villages,  we  would  strongly  recommend 
the  tonriat  to  devote  at  least  two  or  three  days  to  travel  by 
canal  boat.  If  the  weather  be  fine,  we  know  of  no  more 
delightful  mode  of  conveyance ;  there  is  just  spurt  enough 
of  motion  to  give  the  notion  that  progress  is  being 
made,  yet  not  enough  to  dispel  the  dreamy  drowsiness 
which  to  the  overworked  man  is  so  delightful,  and  which 
is  so  well  calc&lated  to  aid  nature's  recuperative  powers. 
And  as  the  gardens  of  the  better  class  of  houses  almost 
invariably  stretch  down  towards  the  canal,  charming 
views  of  the  inner  lives  of  wealthy  Dutchmen  are  often 
obtained.  Gardens  laid  out  with  the  richest  profusion  of 
shmbs,  trees,  and  of  the  flowers  for  which  the  Dutch  are 
so  famooa,  are  frequently  passed ;  nor  are  views  of  lower 
life  wanting,  as  the  canals  pass  through  the  centres  of 
the  villages,  forming  indeed  the  h^hway,  so  that 
views  of  quaint  old  honses  are  often  obtained.  And 
every  now  and  then  a  stage  in  the  journey  is  reached  at 
which  the  boat  stops,  and  as  these  stoppages  deserve  the 
name  they  get — unlike  the  hurried  minute  or  two  we  get  at 
our  halting  places — ^the  tourist  has  time  enough  to  "  liquor 
up"  in  some  queer  old  smidd^  of  a  drinking  shop,  in  which 
more  frequently  than  otherwise  an  "  interior"  view  is  ob- 
tained of  house  and  housewife,  which  puts  the  artistically 
inclined  traveller  in  mind  of  some  rare  old  bits  of  Teniers. 
And  hut,  although  not  least,  in  importance  to  the  prudent 
man  who  wishes  to  get  the  maximum  of  pleasure  or  in- 
f<»ination  at  the  minimum  of  expense,  a  consideration 
worthy  to  be  considered,  and  so  considered  by  all  who  are 
not  of  the  class  who  have  "  more  money  than  wit" — ^the 
cost  of  conveyance  by  truckshuit  is  low,  almost  ridiculously 
low.  Taking  everything  into  eonsideration  for  those 
who  wish  really  to  see  what  is  worthy  to  be  seen. 
We  pronounce  the  truckshuit  as  the  best  conveyance  to 
take  in  Holland.  We  have  travelled  through  the  country 
in  all  ways,  and  we  maintain  that  those  who  travel  only 
by  railway,  do  not,  and  cannot,  see  Holland  as  it  is,  and 
the  Dutch  people  as  they  are.  Another  pleasant  mode 
of  travelling  to  see  the  country  is  what  we  would  call  a 
gig  :  this  is  generally  provided  with  a  hood,  by  no  means 
a  convenience  to  be  despised  when  the  sun  is  pouring 
down  its  fierce  lays,  and  not  less  so  when  a  heavy  shower 
Calls.  This  is  not  the  only  kind  of  conveyance  to  be  had ; 
some  indeed  are  so  odd  in  bmld  as  to  defy  the  powers  of 
description  of  any  maker  of  such  vehicles  as  we  have. 
Carriages  can  be  hired  at  almost  any  viUage,  and  as  the 
roads  are  generally  good,  a  fair  extent  of  road  can  be  got 
over  in  a  short  time,  with  this  great  advantage,  that  you 
can  poll  up  at  any  point,  to  examine  closely  what  may 
strike  you  as  worthy  of  examination,  an  advantage 
which  the  truckshuit  does  not  afford  you.  The  horses, 
as  a  role,  tent  out  with  those  conveyances  are  not  much 
to  "  crack  on ;"  but  they  manage  to  get  famously  along, 
nevertheless,    opposite   as  they  are  to  the  obese  con- 


dition which  is  supposed  to  be  the  characteristic  of  the  well- 
built,  broad-beamed  Dutchman— a  characteristic,  by  the 
way,  we  may  name  in  passing,  not  so  frequently  met  with 
in  Holland  as  we  would  be  led  to  infer  from  what  has 
been  written  and  said  of  them.  In  point  of  £sct,  we 
have  seen  greater  numbers  of  "  Dutch  builds"  in  the  human 
frame  in  Paris  and  France,  than  we  have  seen  in  Amster- 
dam and  Holland,  notwithstanding  the  popular  notion  of 
the  "  lean  and  lanky  Johnny  Crapuad." 

Prom  what  we  have  already  said  it  will  have  been  ob- 
served that  the  chief  towns  of  Holland  lie  in  what  Bob 
Cratchet  called  "  a  circle ;  so  that,  setting  out  from  Rot- 
terdam, the  traveller  takes  them  all  in,  and  can  return  to 
Rotterdam  in  the  opposite  direction  from  that  in  which 
he  set  out.  Thus  he  mav  go  from  Rotterdam  by  way  of 
Delft,  taking  thereafter  the  Hague,  Leyden,  Haarlem,  and 
Amsterdam ;  thence  to  Utrecht  and  Oouda ;  and  from 
Gouda  back,  if  so  he  wills,  to  Rotterdam ;  or  he  may  go 
first  to  Oouda,  and  thence  ronnd  by  way  of  Utrecht  to 
Amsterdam,  reversing  the  order  in  which  the  other  towns 
are  named. 

For  reasons,  which  may  or  may  not  be  obvious,  and 
which,  after  all,  are  of  little  moment,  we  purpose  taking 
our  raiders  in  the  last  of  the  two  named  ways — ^namely, 
by  Gouda — as  the  first  point  to  be  reached. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  land  on  both  sides  of  the 
canal  or  railway  from  Rotterdam  to  Gouda  is  devoted  to 
meadows  and  pastures,  comparatively  little  being  under 
cultivation,  and  that  little  devoted  chiefly  to  rye  and  oats 
amongst  the  cereal  crops,  and  colza  and  potatoes  amongst 
the  forage  and  root  crops.  The  colza  is  grown  ahiefly  for 
the  seed,  but  is  also  used  in  its  green  state  for  forage 
purposes.  It  is  usually  sown  in  the  month  of  July — ^if 
the  crop  is  to  be  raised  from  transplanted  plants — in  a 
well-mannred  seed-bed.  As  soon  as  the  stubbles  are 
cleared  the  land  is  ploughed  deeply,  and  the  furrows — 
where  the  best  cultivation  is  sought  after — carefully  laid 
up  after  with  the  spade.  The  plants  are  then  trans- 
planted from  the  seed-bed,  in  rows  at  distances  from  each 
other  varying  from  twelve  to  sixteen  inches,  and  at  dis- 
tances in  the  rows  of  twelve  inches.  If  the  season  is 
early,  and  the  plants  have  taken  well,  they  are  hoed  before 
winter,  the  land  being  left  as  rough  as  possible ;  they  are 
then  left,  and  early  in  the  roring  again  noed,  and  a  good 
feed  may  be  sometimes  obtained  from  it  if  peculiarly 
luxuriant  and  the  season  is  early  ;  it  will  after  this  shoot 
up  rapidly  and  grow  for  seeding.  If  entirely  used  for 
forage,  this  will  be  done  so  early  as  to  allow  of  the  land 
being  prepared  for  rye,  oats,  and  potatoes.  When  in 
flower,  the  bright  yeUow  appearance  of  the  fields  or 
patches  of  land— more  frequently  these  than  those — upon 
which  it  flprows  presents  a  fine  contrast  to  the  surrounding 
green  lands,  and  give  to  the  aspect  or  the  country  a  cheer- 
ful look.  When  the  crop  is  ready  for  harvesting,  it  is 
cut  with  the  sickle,  a  long  stubble  being  purposehr  left, 
upon  which  the  cut  crop  is  laid,  and  being  thus  well  kept 
off  the  ground,  it  soon  dries.  When  it  is  thrashed,  the 
chaff  from  the  seeds  makes  an  excellent  substance  for 
mashes,  and  so  does  the  straw  if  cut  up  small  into  chaff, 
although  it  is  generally  used  for  littering.  Colza  is,  how- 
ever,  a  much  more  important  crop  in  the  neighbouring 
country  of  Belgium,  where,  to  be  sure,  the  style  of  fiirming 
is  very  different,  as  we  may  hereafter  see,  from  that  car- 
ried out  in  Holland.  There  ean  be  no  doubt  of  this,  that 
on  light  lands  we  oould,  by  cultivating  rape  more  largely 
than  we  do,  add  greatly  to  onr  stock  of  feeding  or  forage 
plants.  Where  good  colza  is  grown  there  must  also  be 
good  farming,  another  point  in  its  favour.  The  land  aU 
the  way  up  to  Gouda  is  largely  composed  of  peaty  or  mossy 
soil,  as  evidenced  in  the  peats  which  may  be  seen  here  and 
there  laid  on  land  to  dry,  and  in  the  dark  sided  pools  of 
water}  although  there  are  parts  where  sandy   soil   is 
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abon^nt.  The  Und  ii  indeed  u  t  role,  of  axnrthing  but 
a  solid  character;  to  far  firom  this,  that  if  a  baildingor 
any  great  weight  is  to  be  erected,  the  first  operation  is 
that  of  piling.  We  saw  a  station  shed  in  oonrse  of  erec- 
tion at  Oouda,  and  the  piling  driven  to  secare  the  foonda- 
tion  showed  the  treacherons  character  of  the  soil,  and  the 
consequently  costly  character  of  the  stnxctnre.  CloTer, 
generally  the  scarlet  clover,  is  also  cultivated  as  forage, 
for  snmmer  feeding.  The  winter  forage  consists  almost 
entirely  of  hay,  rais^  from  the  meadows.  The  crops  are, 
as  may  be  expected  from  what  we  have  already  said,  gene- 
rally heavy,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  large  and  well-filled 
sheds  or  covered  stacks  attached  to  small,  or  what 
appear  to  be  small  farm-honses.  The  meadows 
are  liberally  top-dressed  with  manure,  this  being 
composed  not  only  of  fiirm  dung,  but  of  town  refuse 
often  carried  a  considerable  distance  in  small 
boats,  these  being  tracked  along  the  water-ways  or 
small  canals,  which  are  seen  evemrhere  over  the  land. 
These  are  so  numerous  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gonda, 
that  the  solid  land  lies  between  the  canals  in  narrow 
patches ;  and  it  is  a  curiously  sug^tive  sight  to  see, 
when  one  looks  across  the  country  in  the  direction  of  the 
water-ways,  the  strips  of  alternating  zreen  contrasting 
with  the  water-ways,  and  stretching  ur  away  into  the 
distance  where  they  seem  to  merge  one  into  another. 
Not  that  the  distinction  between  water  and  grass-land  is 
always  very  marked,  for  so  covered  are  some  of  the  water- 
ways with  green  weeds,  and  that  so  closely,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  see  at  any,  even  a  short  distance,  which  strip 
is  land  and  which  is  water— only  this,  that  the  cattle 
grazing  indicates  certainly  the  one  which  is  solid.  These 
water-ways  are  frequently  used  to  transport  the  manure  to 
the  fields ;  the  boats  are  small,  but  their  want  of  capacity 
is  made  up  by  the  height  to  which  the  manure  is  piled  up 
^-so  piled  up,  that  many  a  time  we  looked  out  for  a  cap- 
size. The  manure  for  top-dressing  the  meadows  is  laid 
liberally  on  the  meadow  land,  and  with  scrupulous  care 
spread  over  the  surface,  special  attention  apparently  being 
given  to  the  breaking  up  of  the  lumps  and  giving  as 
uniform  a  dressing  as  possible  to  the  surface  of  the  land; 
This  care  is  well  repaid  in  the  magnificent  crops  with 
which,  as  a  rule,  the  £urmers  of  Holland  are  blessed. 
The  distribntLon  of  the  manure  is  aided  by  wheelbarrows 


and  sometimes  by  smidl  oddly-shaped  Inii  hs&^isv- 
wheeied  wsggons,  in  which  the  manure  is  taiken  from  &e 
boats  and  laid  in  heaps  over  the  meadow. 

The  cows  are  kept  out  in  the  pastures  nig^t  and  dsy  is 
the  summer  time,  the  milking  being  done  three  times  t- 
day.  The  "  milk-maids"  are  a  sight  to  see  in  the  genenllj 
picturesque  costumes  in  which  they  appear,  and  tlie 
scrupulous  cleanliness  of  person  and  of  dress;  the  tux 
remark  may  be  made  of  the  vessels  used.  These  are  often 
of  brass,  and  are  polished  till  they  reflect  the  nji  of  tk 
snn  like  burnished  gold :  if  of  w(x>d,  they  are  boond  witii 
metal,  iron  or  brass,  hoops,  which  are  also  kept  aen^- 
louslv  bright,  and  contrast  finely  with  the  white  w(»d, 
which  also  tells  of  the  "  elbow  grease"  which  has  been 
expended  in  cleaning  it.  Like  the  peasantry  of  fiel^no, 
that  of  Holland  take  an  especial  pride  in  their  ntosils: 
they  are  often  very  costly,  and  are  cleaned  and  bnrmihed 
till  th^  shine  again,  and  are  always  placed  in  the  kooia 
in  such  conspicuous  positions  as  to  indicate  the  vaJae 
placed  upon  ^em ;  they  are  the  honsehold  gods  and  nnt 
devoutly  worshipped.  The  milk  is  carried  home  in  reasiii 
suspended  from  the  two  ends  of  a  pole  which  rests  opa 
the  shoulders  of  the  milk-maid — a  most  oonTeaiat  nj 
of  carrying.  The  cows,  where  supplies  can  be  had,  hiTC 
distillery  wash  or  dreg,  this  beii^;  given  in  large  tubs, 
which  are  placed  at  convenient  parts  of  the  field.  We 
have  seen  these  frequently,  especiallv  on  the  other  tide  of 
Rotterdam,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Schiedam,  that  phce 
so  celebrated  for  its  fine  distilleries. 

The  fields  are  by  no  means  large,  the  strips  of  lud  in 
districts  as  at  Oouda,  where  the  water-wajs  are  so 
numerous,  indeed  prevent  this ;  in  other  parts,  ai  ia  tke 
polder  lands,  the  fields  are  larger,  and  the  water-vtp 
less  numerous.  There  are  no  fences,  the  water-waji— or 
dykes,  as  they  are  called — ^forming  the  dirisioDi.  To 
admit  of  access  from  one  strip  to  another,  and  ss  forming 
in  fact  the  roadways  to  the  farm,  bridges  or  boarded  foot> 
ways  are  thrown  across  the  water-ways ;  and  to  prefeat 
the  animal  crossing,  when  it  is  desired  they  ahoold  k 
confined  to  one  strip  of  pasture,  part  of  the  roadwsj  is 
movable  or  hanged,  so  that  it  can  be  lifted  up,  or  one  or 
two  of  the  centre  boards  are  taken  out,  thus  prereotiag 
the  animals  from  crossing  till  the  hinged  put— dnr- 
bridge  fiashion — is  let  down  or  the  planks  pat  m  ^aoe. 


PENEITH    AGBICULTUBAL    SOCIETY. 


Notwithstanding  the  ^nt  of  local  shows  at  this  seaBon« 
that  at  Penrith  not  only  "  held  its  own,*'  but  exceeded  in 
many  respects  the  achievements  of  former  years.  In  the 
cattle  dass  there  were  sixy  entries,  inolnding  some  of  the  bc»t 
breed  of  which  these  emmently  breeding  counties  can  boast. 
The  bnlls  were  a  grand  specimen  of  what  enterprise  can  effect 
backed  by  eapitaland judgment,  and  no  diversit? of  opinion 
existed  as  to  the  discretion  of  the  judges  in  awaimng  the  pre- 
mier prises.  The  aged  Shorthorn  mills  were  a  magnifleeat 
olaas.  Mr.  J.  C.  Bowsiead,  of  Haekthorpe  Hall,  adding  an- 
other to  his  weli-eamed  lanrela  with  his  matchless  Hut  of 
Britain,  a  pars  white,  with  spUndid  head,  excellent  foie- 
qnarters^  good  gait,  and  elrohantine  but  aymmetrical  propor- 
tions. The  Emperor,  for  the  two-year-olds,  and  Mr.  Bow- 
stead's  British  ^ner  and  Iflag  of  Britain  had  but  little  to 
eontend  against,  excepting  Mr.  Hogar&'s  Saint  Julian,  pro- 
mising a  good  fhture.  Shorthorn  cows  and  heifers  were  a  very 
attraotive  show,  three  first  prises  going  to  Sir  G.  Mnsgrave^s 
•alebnted  herd.  Mr.  W.  towth's  premiom  of  a  tea-gninea 
cup  was  carried  of  by  the  first^prise  bull  above  alluded  to. 
Mr.  Biefcerbj's  Snperor,  now  lor  the  fint  time  shown,  and 
tor  which  a  seooad  price  wias  given  in  dass  S,  bids  £ur  to  hold 
a  leading  position  at  fotore  sEows.  In  the  horse  dass  there 
were  SM  entries,  and  it  was  altogether  a  useful  good  show. 


The  agiienltaral  geldings  wen  not  ^^rywaoaam,  Wg^ 
of  thnr  class.  light  horses  wen  vny  wdl  mpnieatai,  w 
thehnnting  fillies  wen  also  mooh  uid  deserredb  adBino- 
The  sheep  show  was  throughout  a  capital  daas,  ue  l^c^ 
ters  more  particularly.  The  black£aoed  sheep  were  also  gm 
in  their  dass— indeed,  the  judges  eipressed  an  opinioQ  tbt 
they  had  never  seen  better  shown.  Where  there  yufo 
much  ezodlenoe,  it  is  almost  invidious  to  psrticdarise,  w 
raedal  mention  ahouU  be  made  of  the  dnngfati  froa  w 
flocks  of  Mr.  Irring,  of  Shap  Abbey,  whose  mplA^^ 
again  sncaessfiil,  and  had  other  fiavoua  showind  apoo  ua 
There  wasias  usual  several  reversions  of  tlM|.deeisMaa  *^^^ 
shows,  and  in  no  case  more  pointedly  than  ia  the  aeari  w 
the  best  border  Leicester  tan.  whidi  was  eivea  to  Mr.  J.  u 


of  pigs  was  not  larg^  but  it  indnded  some  very  good  speo* 
mens  of  porcine  exeeUenoe.  Some  reoatable  dairiee  were  it- 
pnuM,  theicdonbtaUe  Mrs. ])obsGB, of  WHlisastova, 
and  Mrs.  Davidson,  of  GnenmU^diridiBg  the  tao  hoiwo^ 
whidi  indnded  two  pieoes  of  jyepimntBdl7Mr.B.W- 
ler,diun  mann£aotnrer.  Means.  Stslker.  B-XiaUs,  uf 
Armstrong, of  Penrith*  madea  large dispoy of  •pi^"'^^ 
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of  light  ltd 


it  ItihioiiAblj-WBitriMted  ▼•huln.    Tbanwu  a 


tkowat  looti,  bf  Mr.  InriedMr,  of  Sewbormri,  Mr.  Wright^ 
of  Cbriflton,  ana  Mr.  Curk,  of  Penrith,  bat  no  prixat  wen 
oflered.  Ab  swholef  tiMihow  was  ooiuidered  a  complete 
■nrrwi,  aotwithi^iadiag  tha  heatatun  oa  tha  purt  of  aome 
to  ran  the  liA  of  euooontering  the  pievalent  daiaaie  which 
haa  happi]T  mat  dityUqFad  itaeu  wita  eieeauTa  vinlanoa  in 
thaJBiMndiata  aaighboorhood  of  Paniith. 

Lr-43horthoni  oattle,  and 

Bomlej;  Thomas 

Uelrose.     Leicester, 


ma  iBisiiMiiaTa  aaigannaTBOott  or  rannui. 

Hie  following  weia  tha  jatos.— 43ho] 
pigs:  Joseph   Colshaw.  Townd^Park, 
AtheEton;  Ifieboi  Mime,  Skde  side,  Ua 


hoider-LeioeBter,  and  kmg-wool  sheep:  B,  W.  Cresswell, 
Ashby-de-la-Zoac|L  Leicestershire :  Lambert,  Elrington  Hall, 
Hexham ;  John  Wood,  Stanwick  Park,  Darliagtoa.  Hunting 
and  harness  hones :  Bmmle^,  West  Lancaster ;  John  Black- 
stock,  Hayton  Castle,  Muyport.  Agricultand  horses: 
John  PoTster,  Longtown  ;  James  Steepman,  BosUn, 
Edinburgh.  BlaokCused  sheep:  WiUiam  lloble, Beckford, 
Bampton ;  Geo.  Browne,  Trontbeck.  Batter :  John  Inring, 
Longmarton;  John  Shields,  Kirkbjthside.  Lispectors  of 
green  crops :  George  Smith,  Cockermonth ;  B.  Hetherington, 
Park  Hall,  Silloth;   Peter  Crosthwaite,  Keswick.— Orr^/^ 


WIGTON  AGBIOULTURAL  SOOIBTT. 


JUDGES. 

HosazSw— Saddle  and  harness  horses :  Mr.  HalL  Sedgefleld, 
Darham ;  Mr.  Pearon,  Keekle  Hoase.  Cart  horses :  Mr. 
T.  Marshall,  The  Howes,  Annan ;  Mr.  M*  Teanan,  White 
S*iTdi,  Dnmfrias. 

C^TTLB.— Shorthorns:  Mr.  J.  Unthank,  Netherscales,  Pen- 
rith ;  Mr.  A.  Haddon,  Honsvbam,  Hawick.  Galloways : 
Mr.  Kerr,  Bed  Hall;  Mr.  J.  GiiarMn,  Brandedelys,  by 
Croekatford. 

Skbzp  Ain>  Pioi^— Mr.  J.  BaIIeirfing«  Whitehall,  Lockerbie ; 
Mr.  J.  Mackensie,  Bnmhill,  Damfnes. 

FBIZE     LIST. 
CATTLE. 

8H0&TH0BN8. 

Bafl%  tafarad  pranoos  to  Janaazy  1st,  1868.— Pirst  prixe, 
J.  Tod^  Miredda ;  second,  J.  Bams,  Baragh. 
Balls,  calved  in  1868.— first  prixe,  J.  Scott,  Little  Crosth- 


waita ;  aaoottd,  J.  P.  Poster, 
BBn8,ealvedinl869, 


J.  C.  Bovitead,  flack- 


thorpa  llall;  second,  J.  Nelson,  Bask 

Ball  calf,  calved  in  1870.— PIrst  nriie,  J.  Lamb,  Bnrrell 
Given ;  saeoad,  J.  and  J.  Nomaa,  Bndga  Mill. 

Cows  or  haifeia  in  calf  or  ndlk,  ealvad  pravioas  to  1868.— 
Pint  prize,  J.  Todd;  second,  B.  B.  Hetherington,  Park 
Head. 

ELeifers,  calved  in  1868.— Pint  piiia,  T.  Daliall,  Hollins ; 
seeoad,  T.  DakeU. 

Heifers,  calved  in  1869.— Pint  prise,  J.  Gnnson,  Sandwith, 
Whitehaven :  saeoad,  J.  P.  Poster. 

Pair  of  he&fer  calves,  1870.— Prise,  J.  Todd. 

Pair  of  stean,  calved  in  1869^-Pint  prise,  J.  Cowen, 
Coxthwaite ;  second,  J.  Clark,  Wampool. 

Cap,  valna  80  gninaas,  fsr  the  best  Shorthorn  boll  of  any 
age.— Prise,  J.  Lamb. 

Twen^  junaas  for  the  bast  Sboithon  eow  or  heifer  of 
asT  aga.— rrisa,  B.  B.  Hetherington. 

Shorthorn  balls  above  12  months,  and  not  eieeeding  86 
montbe  old.— first  prise,  J.  0.  Boostead,  Haekthorpe  Hall ; 
second,  J.  Scott,  IdtttoCiQakhwaite;  third,  T.  Donal^  Sanden 
House. 

Ball  of  any  agBd— Prise,  J.  Pisher. 

flALUVATS. 

Balla,  arived  pianoaa  to  Jaaaaiy  let,  1868.— Pint  prise, 
J.  Pisher,  The  Knells ;  second,  J.  Graham,  Plaroelstown. 

BaUa^aahadin  1868^Pint  priae,  BTPeat,  Stona  Hoose, 
Seaville. 

Balls,  calved  in  1869.— Piist  prise,  J.  Johnson,  Tha  Green ; 
second,  J.  Thirwall,  Whitrigglees. 

BaU  aalf,  eabad  in  1870^Prisa^  J.  fiahar. 

Cowa  or  heifcn  in  aalf  or  milk,  calved  previooa  to  1868w^ 
Pirat  priaa^  J.  Gnhaai ;  second,  J .  Graham. 

Heifers,  calved  in  1868^-Pintpriae,  J.Giahan;  aaeond, 
W.  Harrison,  Weatfield  HoBsa. 

Heifors,  calved  in  1869^— Prise^  J.  Gnhaau 

HOESB& 
aanvLi. 
Brood  insMM-Pirit  prisa,L  W.  T.  Pyiar,  HefflaUmi  Donet<> 
ihin;  aeeoDd, T. Baxter,  BiomftaUL 


One-yetf-old  filly.— Pint  prise,  T.  Baxter;  second,  G. 
Moon,  Whitehall. 

Two  year  old  filly.— Pirst  prise,  W.  P.  Wilson,  The  Gala ; 
second,  J.  Bobinaon,  Bowness. 

Thra^ear-old  Ally.---Pirat  prise,  H.  Bailton,  SnitUegartii ; 


Bnddick,  Arkleby. 

One-year-old  colt.— Pint  prise,  T.  C.  Thompson,  Kirk- 
hoase ;  second,  T.  J.  Steel,  Sontherfield. 

Two-year-old  coh.— Pint  prise.  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson,  Bart., 
Bnyton  Hall ;  second,  J.  S.  Steel,  Laythes. 

liiree-year-oldeolt.— Pirst  prise,  L.  Potts,  Wigton;  second, 
G.  T.  Carr,  Silloth. 

Brood  mare,  calcalated  to  breed  hunters,  with  foal  at  foot. 
—Pirst  prise,  L  W.  T.  I^ler ;  second,  T.  Baxter. 

HAXHISS. 

Brood  mare.— Pirst  prise,  J.  Jennings,  Thomby ;  second, 
T.  Morton,  Longburgh  Honie. 
One-year-old  filly.- Pirst  prise,  J.  Nicholson,  The  Bank ; 


second,  J.  Jennings. 
Two-year-old  iUljNj-Pirst  prise,  I 


8.  Stamper,  Waverton; 


second,  J.  Bowley,  Warthole  ( 
""  ar-old  filly.— Pint 

Bcond,  J.  Thirlwall,  

One-year-old  colt^lirst  prixe,  G.  H.  Head,  Rlckerby ;  se- 


Three-year-old  fiUy.— Pint  prise,  C.  and  J.  Armstrong, 
Carliale ;  second,  J.  ThirlwaU,  Whitrigglei 


cond,  B.  P.  Irving,  Torpenhow. 

Two-year-old  colt.- Pint  prise,  T.  Baxter ;  second.  Sir  W, 
Lawson. 

Three-year-old  oolt.— Pirst  prise,  B.  H.  Watson,  BoHon 
Park ;  second,  T.  Baxter. 

CAET. 

Brood  mares.— Pirst  prisa*  T.  Ball,  Townfoot^  Brampton ; 
second,  G.  Little,  Heads. 

One-year-old  filly.— First  prise,  G.  Little;  second,  W, 
Atkinson,  Greenrigg;  commended,  J.  Williamson,  Torpenhow. 

Two-year-old  fUly.— Pirst  prise,  W.  lattle,  Whitngglees ; 
second,  Mrs.  little,  Bownes  Hall. 

Thraa-year-old  fiUy^Prisa,  Mn.  B.  Camthen,  Highfield 
Moor,  near  Carlisle. 

One-year-old  colt— Pirst  prise,  G.  H.  Head,  Bickerby; 
second,  B.  Barnes,  Laythes. 

Tw»>year-old  c<^t— Piiat  prise,  W.  Atkinaon ;  aecond,  Mn. 
little. 

Three^aar-old  cokU— Pirst  niise,  S.  Stamper,  Waverton; 
aecond,  J.  W.  Black,  Longbnnrh. 

Cart  horse  or  mare  from  8  to  8  yean  old,  Ixmdjlde  the 
property  of  a  tenant  frurmar.— Prise,  T.  Ball,  Townfoot  Parm. 

SWIS?8TAXS8. 

Pkir  horse  or  mare«— Prise,  B.  and  J.  Little,  Guards. 

Colt  or  fllbr  foal  for  saddlcw— Prise,  H.  Bailton,  Snittle- 
garth. 

Colt  or  fiUy  foal  for  hamessv— Prisa^  A.  Hayton,  Border 
Cottage. 

Cart  colt  foal^Prise,  J.  Ostla,  New  Cowper. 

Cart  fillvfoaL— Prise,  B.  Barnes,  Laythes. 

Pony  of  anyage,  not  exeeeding  18  hands  2  inehas  high.-^ 
Prise,  B.  H.  Watson,  Bolton  Park. 

HMkney,  af  any  agcw— Pirst  prise^  H.  Bailton ;  second, 
B.  Peddon,  Thunby. 

Hunter.— Pirst  prise^B.H.Wataon;  second,  G.  Hollidayi 
Hawbray  Hayiigg. 
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SHEEP. 

L1ICX8TBX8. 

Taps  of  any  ag«,to  be  approTed  atock  getton^— First  prise, 
J.  Todd.  Miretide ;  seoonl  J.  Tbdd. 

Shearling  tap8.~Iirit  prise,  J.  HetheringtoD,  Moorrow; 
second,  J.  Todd. 

Three  ewes  that  have  reared  lambs  this  season.'^First  prixe, 
J.  Todd ;  second,  W.  Boper,  Ling. 

Three  gimmers.— Prize,  J.  Todd. 

BOKDXR-LKlCZaTlkKS. 

Border  tups  of  any  age. — ^First  prize,  T.  Bell,  Whitehead 
Hill  (Town  Foot.  Brampton} ;  second,  J.  P.  Forster,  Killhow. 

Shearling  border  taps.— ilFst  prize,  T.  Bell ;  second,  J.  P. 
Foster. 

Three  pore  border  ewes.— First  prize,  J.  P.  Foster ;  second, 
O.  F.  Statter,  Broomhill. 

Three  border  gimmera.— First  prize,  J.  P.  Foster  second, 
Q.  F.  Sutter. 

LOnO  WOOLS. 

Taps  of  any  age.— First  prize,  W.  Norman,  Hall  Bank ; 
second,  W.  Norman. 

Shearling  taps.— First  prize,  W.  Norman;  second,  W. 
Norman. 


Three  ewes  that  have  reared  lambs  this  seaaoa.«fin< 
prize,  W.  Norman ;  second,  W.  Norman. 

Three  gimmers.— First  prin,  W.  Nonnan;  seooid,  W. 
Norman. 

MomiTAur. 

Moantain  top.— First  prize,  A.  Parker,  NoUwr  Bov.CiU- 
beck ;  second,  A.  Parker. 

Shearling  tap.— First  orize,  A.  Pkrker ;  second,  A.  Fitte. 

Five  moantain  ewes,  naTing  reared  lambs  this  ikmb.- 
First  prize,  A.  Parker ;  second,  A.  Parker. 

SWUPSTUUCS. 

Pair  of  ffimmer  lambs  of  anj  breed. — ^Prize,  W.  Bapsr. 
Tnp  lamb  of  any  breed.— Prize,  W.  Norman. 
Ewe  of  any  breed.— Prize,  W.  Norman. 

PIGS. 

Boar  of  the  laxge  breed.— First  prise,  J.  EobiasaB,  Kigtoi; 
second,  T.  Hodgson,  Longnewton. 

Boar  of  the  small  breedl—Prise,  T.  HodgsoB. 

Sows  in  pig  or  mild  of  the  large  breed.— Friis,J.asd/. 
Norman,  Bridge  Mill. 

Sow  in  pig  or  milk  of  the  small  breed.->Fri».  B.  B. 
Hetherington,  VtA  Head. 


GREASLEY   AND    SBLSTONB    AGRICULTURAL    SOCIETY. 
MEETING   AT   MOOB   GBEEN. 


The  annoal  exhibition  of  the  Qreasley  and  Selstone  Agri- 
caltaral  Society  took  place  at  Moor  Green,  and  thongh 
it  was  not  (^nite  so  well  attended  as  on  many  previons  oc- 
casions, yet  it  excited  considerable  interest  amongst  the  in- 
habitants of  that  locality  which  the  Society  embraces  within 
the  scope  of  its  operations.  Some  Tery  (rood  cattle  were  ex- 
hibited; bnt,  owing  to  the  drought  for  wnich  this  season  has 
been  so  remarkable,  and  also  to  the  foot-and-month  disease 
having  been  so  preralent,  they  were  neither  so  nomerons  nor 
of  so  fine  a  qoality  as  in  Tears  gone  by.  The  show  of  roots, 
particnlarly  of  mangold  wnrtxel,  was  Tcry  creditable, 
eyervthing  considered,  thoogh  the  swedes  have  saffered  very 
much  from  the  insects  with  which  they  literally  swarm.  The 
judges  wen  S.  Fidid,  of  Famsfleld,  W.  Machen,  of  linby,  E. 
Watson,  of  Scarrington,  and  W.  Ladtkin,  of  Latterworth. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  the  prizes  awarded  :«• 

HOBSES. 

Horse  adapted  for  banting  purposes.— First  prize,  —  Bald- 
ing, Bulwell  Hall ;  second,  S.  T.  Jackson,  Watnall. 

Cart  mare  with  foal  at  her  foot.— First  prize,  H.  Allcock, 
Linby ;  second,  —  Annable,  Watnall. 

Cart  foal.— Prize,  H.  Allcock. 

Two-year-old cart geldingor filly.— First  prize,  E.  Godber, 
Hacknall ;  second,  Burber,  Walker,  and  Company. 

AGRICULTURAL. 

Pair  of  hones  adapted  for  agricultural  purposes,  that  have 
plooghed  at  the  match|to  be  shown  in  harness. — ^First  prize, 
£.  Godber ;  second,  J.  Winson,  Watnall ;  third, — Braithwaite. 

HACKS. 

Hack  or  roadster.— First  prize,  S.  T.  Jackson ;  second,  J. 
Widdowson,  Hacknall. 

BEASTS. 

Cow  in  milk,  that  has  had  a  calf  since  April  1st,  1870.— 
First  prize,  H.  Allcock  ;  second,  J.  C.  Musters,  Annesley. 

In-calf  cow,  stating  the  time  of  calving. — ^First  prize,  H. 
Allcock ;  second,  H.  Allcock. 

Heifer  under  three  years  of  age,  aJved  or  in  calf. — First 
prize,  Colonel  Holden,  Nuttall;  second,  T.  Edge,  Strelley. 

Beast  under  two  years  old.— First  prize,  J.  C.  Musters ;  se- 
cond, T.  Edge.  '^ 

Beast  under  one  year  old.— First  prize,  T.  Edge :  second,  J. 
C.  Musters. 


Bull  two  years  old  and  upwards. — ^FSrst  prize,  J.  C.  Ma- 
ters ;  secoud,  H.  Allcock. 

Bull  onder  two  years  old.^Fir*t  prise,  J.  Widdowws;  »• 
cond,  E.  Godber. 

SHEEP. 

Three  losg-wooUed  ewes,  having  reared  a  huab,  sBd  kirjf 

Sin  been  or  intended  to  be  put  to  the  ram.— Pint  pme,  JL 
oock ;  second,  H.  Allcock. 

Three  long-wooUed  theaTcs,  having  reared  a  Issib,  uiw- 
ing  again  been  or  intended  to  be  pat  to  the  raiL— fii*  P"^ 
—  Annable ;  second,  —  Annable.  .    „ 

Five  long-woolled  ewes  or  wether  lambs.— Pint  pri«»  »• 
AUcock;  second,  H.  Allcock.  , 

Long-woolled  ram  of  any  age  above  a  shsaxliBg.— ni4 
H.  Allcock. 

Long-woolled  ram  lamb. — ^First  prize,  —  Btib«,  *■ 
Green;  second, — Evans. 

Short-woolled  ram  of  anv  age. — ^Fint  prize,  —  JUlv**> 
Papplewick ;  second,  —  Mello' 


short-wooUed  ewes,  having  reared  alsab,  ladtai- 
ing  again  been  or  intended  to  be  pat  to  the  nusv— fint  F°'> 
-*  Mmlows ;  second,  —  MeUows. 

Three  shoEt-wooUed  theaves.— First  prise,  —  Helloni  C' 
cond,  —  Mellows. 

Five  short-woolled  ewes  or  wether  lambs.— Fiiit  r^ 
—  Mellows ;  second,  Eev.  J.  L.  Prior. 

PIGS. 

Boar.— First  prise,  —  MeUows ;  second,  —  Ms^ 
Breeding  sow,  pigged  or  in  pig.— Finit  prize,  -*  £nBi ;  *■ 

cond,  J.  C.  Musten.  ^ 

GUt  pi^^  or  in  pig.— Fint  prise,  J.  WiddovioB;  im** 

J.  Widdowson. 

BOOTS. 

Crop  of  Swedish  tamips,  four  acres  and  upwards,  «*>«** 
—First  prize,  —  Annable ;  second,  T.  Day,  NittilL 

Croo  of  Swedish  turnips,  one  acre  and  under  fev-'''' 
prize,  H.  Allcock ;  second,  J.  Widdowson. 

Crop  of  manrold  wurtzel,  three  acres  and  spwiri*.-''* 
prize,  Colonel  HoUen ;  second,  T.  Day. 

Crop  of  mangold  wortsel,  one  acre  and  ondsr  tiine.'' 
prise,  J.  l^t^ddowBon ;  second,  H.  Allooek. 
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THE    DEBBYSHIEB    AGRICULTURAL    SOCIETY. 
MEETING    AT    DERBY. 


The  show  wm,  on  the  whole,  one  of  the  best  the 
Societj  has  erer  had.  The  classes  were  well  filled,  and 
lome  of  the  animals  shown  of  high  character.  The  dairy 
cows,  shown  in  fours,  in  pairs,  and  in  single  animals,  were 
very  good,  as  were  the  Shorthorn  balls,  the  best  of  which 
woold  take  a  position  at  a  Royal  Show.  The  sheep  were 
iafierior,  and  Derbyshire  lisrmers  wonld  do  well  to  look  to 
their  short-wools.  The  pigs  were  not  numerons,  but 
with  some  good  specimens  amongst  them ;  and  the  horses, 
u  a  whole,  as  enoonraging  a  show  as  the  Society  has 
jefc  had.  Fifteen  makers  of  cheese  entered  into  com- 
petition, and  some  fi^e  or  six  of  the  lots  were 
excellent  in  quality.  The  whole  of  the  competing 
cheese  was  of  the  flat  or  thin  variety.  The  show  of 
wheat,  both  white  and  red,  was  very  superior;  the  barley 
very  good,  but  the  oats  not  of  that  first  order  of 
exeellenee,  nor  were  the  entries  at  all  numerous.  Not- 
withstanding the  exceptional  dryness  of  the  season  the 
exhibition  of  roots  was  remarkably  good.  The  entry 
of  implements  was  not  considerable.  Several  makers 
who  had  intimated  their  intention  to  be  present  did  not 
put  in  an  appearance,  and  with  very  few  exceptions  the 
tpeeimeos  did  not  display  features  of  novelty.  Mr. 
Mnrray,  of  Elvaston,  exhibited  his  models  of  a  cheese 
hctory  working  dant,  for  which  a  silver  medal  was 
awarded  at  the  WalsaU  meeting  of  the  Staffordshire 
Society  last  week,  and  again  at  this  meeting.  J.  and  6. 
Havwood,  of  Derby,  sent  a  collection  of  implements  by 
leading  manu&cturers ;  W.  and  J.  Ratcliff,  of  Derby, 
exhibited  a  large  and  varied  oolleetion  of  implements. 
Fhompson  and  Upton,  of  Derby,  showed,  amongst  other 
things,  a  new  horse-gear  works,  in  which  all  the  wheels 
ire  enclosed  in  a  east-iron  case,  which  has  the  advantage 
of  keeping  the  works  free  from  dirt;  Mellard's  Trent 
Foundry  Co.  had  a  stand,  the  most  noticeable  article  on 
which  was  the  new  patent  revolving  mould  board  plough 
ytJi  American  invention,  which  the  patentees  and 
licensees  predict  wUl  effect  a  revelation  in  ploi^hing ; 
ind  Bell  Brothers,  of  Dean-street,  Oxford-street,  London, 
sxhibited  their  washing  machines. 

The  judges  of  farms  report  that— "After  carefully 
Soiog  over  the  several  forms  entered  for  competition,  we 
kward  the  first  prise  to  Mr.  Robert  Sybray,  of  Alderwas- 
ey.  His  fisrm  comprises  110  acres  arable,  and  118  acres 
tt  pasture,  and  does  great  credit  to  Mr.  Sybray.  The 
wcond  prize  we  award  to  Mr.  Matthew  Walker,  of  Stock- 
ey  Pkrk,  a  farm  of  110  acres  arable,  and  150  pasture; 
preat  credit,  and  if  sapplemented  by  a  better  class  of  pas- 
;are  land,  would  make  it  a  first-rate  occupation." 

PRIZE    LIST. 

JUDGES. 
^ATTLB :  Mr.  Mnrray,  Elf  aston ;  Mr.  Dieken,  Mansfield. 
LORICULTUBAL  U0S8BS:  Mr.  0.  Woolhonae,  Wellingore; 

Mr.  Speneer,  Looghboro*. 
irsTBU  Airp  Hacks:  Mr.  Corbet,  Farmers*  Clab;   Mr. 

Colton,  Newark ;  Mr.  Bland,  Newark. 
iKMMF,  Lone-wooL :  Mr.  T.  Tomlinson,  Atlow ;  Mr.  J.  Lynn, 

Stroston.  ' 

laoRT-wooL  JOTD  P168 :   Mr.  Hall,  WUne;  Mr.  Coion, 

c^eefind* 
lEAix  uiD  Eoois :  Mr.  0.  Wheeldon ;  Mr.  Sybray. 
;BXBan :  Mr.  S.  W.  Cox ;  Mr.  Ktehes. 
luTTXB:  Mr.  Barber. 
^ooL:  Mr.T.TonJinson;  Mr.  J.  Lynn. 
KPLXMurrs :  Mr.  Bosworth ;  Mr.  Bollock ;  Mr.  Abeh 
^manrABT  Sitmsou  :  Mr.  Cowlishaw,  Derl^. 


CATTLE. 
Fonr  oowi  for  daizy-pnrpoaes,  belonpng  to  members  keep- 
ing more  than  20  oows.— First  prize,  £10,  and  silver  cop 
valae  10  goineas,  M.  T.  Hopkinson,  Woodthorpe ;  second,  £5, 
0.  J.  Mitehell,  Newton  Moant;  third,  £2,  M.T.  Hopkin- 
son,  Woodthorpe.     Highly  commended:   J.   Hodgkinson, 


Allestree.    Commended :  T.  C.  Smith,  Birdsgrove. 

Two  cows  for  dairv-parposei,  belonnng  to  members  not 
keeping  more  than  20  oows.— First  prize,  £5,  £.  Vale,  Rose 
HilL  Litchnrch  ;  second,  £3,  W.  Worthington,  Newton  Park  ; 
third,  £3,  E.  Vale.    Highly  commended :  Dr.  Hitchman. 

Shorthorn  cow,  having  oslf. — first  prize,  £5,  J.  Fox, 
Pleasely :  second,  £8,  E.  Yale ;  third,  £2,  &.  Ratcliffe,  Walton 
Hall.  Highly  commended:  J.  Hodgkinson.  Commended: 
W.  S.  Woodroffe,  Normanton-on-Soar. 

Pair  of  heifers  under  three  years  oU.— First  prize,  £6,  R. 
Ratdiffe,  Walton  HaU;  second,  £3,  W.  T.  Cox,  Spondon 
Hall ;  third,  O.  J.  Biitchell,  Newton  Mount.  Highly  com- 
mended:  O.  ThomaB,  LitUeover.     The  class  commended. 

Pair  of  in  calf  heifers,  belonging  to  a  tenant-farmer  dairy- 
ing not  less  than  12  cows.— First  prize,  £3,  M.  T.  Hopkinson, 
Woodthorpe;  second,  £2,  O.  J.  MitcheU;  third.  £1,  J. 
Foster,  Thnlston.  Highly  commended:  W.  J.  Matthews, 
Repton. 

fair  of  stirks,  under  two  years  old,  best  adapted  for  dainr- 
purpooes,  bebnging  to  a  tenanUfermer.— First  prize,  £8,  R. 
Ratcliffe;  teeond,  £2,  O.  J.  Mitchell;  third,  £1,  J.  Fox. 
Highly  commended :  T.  Yates,  Sapperton. 

Shorthorn  boll,  two  years  old  and  upwards.— First  prize, 
£5,  and  silver  cap,  Mrs.  Packman,  Tapton  HaU ;  second,  £3, 
T.  Robinson,  Barton-on-Trent.  Highly  commended:  G. 
Beyer,  Markeaton  Park.  Commended :  T.  Yates,  Sapperton, 
and  W.  S.  Woodroffe,  Normanton-on-Soar. 

Yearling  Shorthorn  bull. — ^First  prize.  £6,  and  a  silver  cup, 
R.  Blackwell,  Tansley ;  second,  £3,  J.  Rose,  The  Ash  ;  third, 
£2,  M.  Walker,  Stockley  Park.  Highly  commended :  J. 
Rmor,  Markeaton. 

Bali  calf  not  exceeding  twelve  months  old. — First  prize, 
£8,  R.  Ratdiffe,  Walton ;  second,  £2,  Mrs.  Packman ;  third, 
£1,  J.  Raynor. 

Four  rearing  calves. — First  prize,  £2,  S.  Robson,  Jan., 
Melbourne ;  second,  £1,  H.  Leeke,  Holbrook. 

Fat  ox  or  steer  of  any  breed. — ^First  prize,  £5,  F.  Ratcliff, 
Cliff  House,  Burton  Cross;  second,  £2,  W.  T.  Cox.  Highly 
commended :  G.  J.  Mitchell.    Commended :  J.  Evans,  Alport. 

Fat  cow  or  heifer  of  any  breed. — First  prize,  £6,  and  a 
silver  cap  value  £6,  W.  T.  Cox;  secoad,  £4,  W.T.  Cox; 
third,  £2,  J.  FSalkner,  Bretby. 

HORSES. 

Stallion  for  agrieoltoral  pnrposes,  two  years  old  and  up- 
wards.—First  prize,  £6,  J.  Nix,  Alfreton ;  second,  £3,  J. 
Borroirs,  Stanley. 

Brood  mare  sod  foal  for  agricnltaral  purposes.— First  prize, 
£6,  T.  Travis;  leoond,  £3,  T.  Orme,  Uoon;  third,  £2,  R. 
Marples,  Kedleston. 

Cart  foal— Prize,  T.  Orme,  Hoon. 

Two  year  old  gelding  or  filly  for  agricultural  purposes. — 
First  prizcL  £i^  A.  Tomknson,  Stenson ;  second,  £2^  A.  Tom- 
linson :  third,  £1,  E.  Thacker,  Ambastoo.  Highly  commended : 
T.  Bnllock,  ^sinton. 

One-year-^  geUing  or  fillv  for  agrienltaral  narposes.— 
First  prize,  £4,  J.  Yickeis.  Wellinston;  ssoond,  £2,  J.  £. 
Gkiffin,  Thnlston.  Commended :  J.  £.  Griflin ;  F.  Tomlinson, 
Sonthwood ;  and  J.  Vickers,  Wellington. 

Pair  of  horses  for  agriedtural  purposes.— Hirst  prize,  £5, 
J.  Rose,  The  Ash ;  second,  £8,  W.  Radford,  Thnlston ;  third, 
£2,  J.  Hawksworth,  Barlow. 

Brood  mare  and  foal  best  snited  for  breeding  hunters  and 
hacks.— First  prise,  £6,  W.  Parker,  Alvaston;  second,  £8, 
T.  H.  Smith,  Ambaston. 

Hack  or  harness  horse  above  four  years.— First  prize,  £5, 
T.  B.  Worthington,  Derby ;  second,  £2»  H.  Boden,  Ednaston. 
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HigUy  oommieiidfid:  T.Ward,  DalboiyLeet.    ComnundBd t 
H^jSoden,  Ednaston. 

Odding  or  fiUy,  of  ths  faloe  of  MSO^  not  tiiOfoigkM 
above  three  and  onder  four  yean  of  age.«Fir8t  prize,  £6,  J . 
Pegge,  litUeoTer;  ieoond,£2  lOi.,  iLAndinvood,  Werton 

Ge^ng  or  filly  above  two  and  nndsr  three.— Fint  price, 
£8,  G.  J.  MitcheU ;  second,  £2,  W.  W.  Woodward,  Stanton- 
by-Bridge. 

Cob  not  ezoeedinc  14  handa.— Fiitt  priie,  £8,  iSb»  Bail  of 
Harrington;  teconi  £3,  H.  Flower, Derby.     .      ^   .       _ 

Hunter,  four  years  old  and  upwards,  foUowing  the  honnda 
hunting  in  Derbyshire.— First  price,  £6,  and  a  sUver  cop  valoe 
£6,8.  jELobson,jnn.,  Melbourne;  second,  £6,  G.  Wheeidon, 
Derby;  third,  £2,  A.  Hubbentr,  Braekenfield ;  fourth,  £1, 
T.  A  Smith,  Ambaston.    The  bum  commended. 

£xT&Ji  Stock.— Highlv  commended :  The  Ifidlaad  Bail- 
way  Company,  for  a  dray  horse. 

SHEliP. 

LOHO-WOOU. 

Five  breeding  ewes  having  had  lambs  >n  WOv-Ofint  price, 
£8,  F.  Dean,  £rk  Ireton ;  second,  £2^  S.  Wade,  Miekleover, 
third,  £1,  B.  Johnson,  Kirk  Ireton. 

Five  theaves.— First  price,  £3,  A.  Bryer,  Quamdon ;  second, 
£2,  B.  Johnson,  Kirk  Ireton ;  third,  £1,  J.  PegRc,  Littleovwr 

Five  ewe  lambs.— First  price,  £2,  C.  Melior,  AUow }  second, 
£l,W.BUey.Boulton.  «_^      •      ^x  *^ 

Bam  of  any  age  above  a  shearlinff.— First  price,  £4l  Fred. 
Dean,  Kirk  Ireton;  second,  £2^  B.  Johnson,  Kirk  IvBtoai 
third,  £1,  B.  Johnson.  «... 

ShearUng  ram.- First  price,  £4,  B.  Lee,  Knivston;  aeeond, 
£2,  B.  Lee;  third.  £1,  B.  Johnson,  Kirk  Ireton.  Highly 
eommended :  B.  Johnson.    Commended :  F.  Dean. 

SHORT-WOOLS. 

Five  breedmg  ewes  having  had  hunbs  in  1869.— First  nrice, 
£8,  W.  Baker,  Moor  Bams ;  second,  £2,  W.  Baker ;  third,  £1, 
C.  Smith,  Kirk  Langley.  Highly  commended :  J.  Bose,  The 
Ash. 

Five  theaves.— First  prize,  £8,  W.  Baker ;  second,  £2,  J. 
Eose,  The  Ash ;  third,  £1,  C.  Smith,  Kirk  Langley. 

Five  lambs.- First  nrice,  £2,  W.  Baker;  second,  £1,  J. 
Bose.    Commended :  C.  Smith. 

Bam  of  any  age  above  a  shearling.— First  price,  £*,  W. 
Baker;  second,  £2,  W.  Wood,  Holly  Bank;  third,  £1,  J. 
Bote.    Commended :  C.  Smith. 

ShearUng  ram.— First  price,  £4,  W.  Baker;  second,  £2, 
W.  Baker ;  third,  £1,  T.  Bobinson,  Burton.  , 

Lamb.— First  price,  £2,  W.  Baker ;  second,  £1,  C.  Smith. 
T.  Bose,  The  Ash,  showed  six  rams  in  this  class,  which  were 
highly  commended.  .      ,      .  >.      «.* 

Pen  of  five  fat  wether  sheep,  of  any  breed,  not  exceeding  22 
months  old.— First  price,  £3  3s.,  J.  Bose;  second,  £2,  W. 
SiJe,  Smisby. 

PIGS. 

LAKGS  BBXED. 

Boar  of  any  age.— First  prize,  £2,  M.  Walker,  StoeUey 
Park  ;  second,  £1,  J.  B.  Gr^ry,  Ashover. 

Sow  of  any  ajre. — ^Firstpnce,  £2,  J.  B.  Gregory,  Ashover; 
•eoond,  £1,  M.  Walker.  Highlv  commended :  T.  Yates,  Sap- 
perton.    Commended:  H.  Walker. 

Three  breeding  pigs  of  one  litter,  not  exceeding  7  aontha 


oUU-Iint  piiie,  £S,  H.  Walker;  aaoond,  £l,]LWaIfab 
The  ehaa  highly! 


Boar  of  any  an.— First  price,  £2^  and  aeeood,  £1,11^ 
•tr,  Biutan-on/nwnt. 

Sow  of  any  age.— First  and  second  prices,  IL  Walb. 
Hi^yoommaid«d>  J.  QfCfoiy,  Ghdlasfan.   CmuhsU: 

Three  broDding  pigs  of  one  litter,  not  exeeBilBK  leni 
months  old.— First  price,  2,  J.  Gregory;  ieo(md,li;6.J. 
Mitehdl. 

Pig,  the  property  of  an  agricaltanl  khoawr.— IWbbb, 
£2,  J.  Mo£y!lhiulston;  second,  £1,  S.  Bosvorth,  asb 
den;  tiiiid,  lOs^T.  Bosworth,  Biekliy. 

Extnu-M.  Walker,  highly 

BOOTS. 

Sixnota  oTnaBgold  wurtzel,  to  b« taken ft«iienM( 
not  kas  than  two  aeread—Firat  prise,  £1,  J.  aiWUini,  »• 
km ;  seeond,  10s.,  W.  StfvttOB,  BriaUnoola. 

Sixswedes,to  be  taken  from  »  cn» of  not Wi tki tn 
aerea.— First  price,  £1,  J.  Nirttiai,aiaddaidni  M8sd,10h 
W.Stretton. 

Six  turnips,  to  be  taken  from  a  crop  of  not  mi  Qoa  tn 
aerea.— First  price,  £1,  J.  FUfawr ;  second,  10s.,  H.  Aaiis- 
woodfjuA. 

Six  ox  cabbages,  to  be  taken  tnm  n  erop  of  acA  tai^ 
one  aero.— First  price,  £1,  J.  Greatonxi  sBsoal,l(h.,  Ws. 
Btntton. 


Cheese  of  not  leas  'than  1  owt.— Flist  price,  £S,1C.Wi^ 
StocUey;  second,  £8,  J.  Eoee,  The  Ash ;  third,i^J.^- 
rington,  Croxden  Abbw.  Highly  eommended :  C  Somt^ 
DuMey  iB.  Burohell,  Cotton ;  A.3ryer,  Qoamdon ;  J.  fiam- 

son,  Brauaford.  

BOTTBBn 

Milk  butter  (not  less  than  61ba.)— First  jprite^  II,  I  Wod, 
Spondon ;  second,  10s.,  A.  M.  Mnndy,  Shipiey. 

Milk  butter  (not  less  than  61bs.),  made  fay  the  te^ 
a  member.— First  price^  T.  Haaeoek,  Dale  Abbqr;  mKi 
10s.,  J.  Greatorex. 

WOOL. 

Three  fleeces  of  bug  wool- First  pw  £2,  E.  J«l!»«i 
Kirk-Ireton;  second,  £1,  C.  Bosworth,  Dishley. 

Three  fleeces  of  short  Wool.— First  price,  £2,  J.  Baie;  a- 
eond,  £1,  G.  J.  Mitbhell. 

Bed  wheat— First  price,  £1,  J.  Qientonx;  mad,  Kh,/. 
Pene,  Littleover.  .  .. 

White  wheat— Pint  pria^  £1,  J.  Gfoataiex;  sseoai,  li)^ 
J.  Greatorex.  ,  „, 

BarlOT.— First  price,  £1,  J.  Faulkner,  Bietl^ ;  kM  l<^ 
G.  J.  Mitchell 

Oats.— First  price,  £1,  and  second,  10s.,  J.  Gnstom. 
IMPLEMENTS. 

Selection  of  imnlementa  for  agricuftutal  pi'P^Kf^^f^ 
price,  £8,  and  a  silver  medal,  J.  and  G,  Hay«ood,Jk2.tt 
Howard's  new  horse-rake,  and  Howard's  "■P'^^J'JS^ 
furrow  plough ;  second,  £2,  and  a  silver  medal,  BiWJ 
Derby;  third,  £1,  uid  a  silver  medaL  ThmM»  » 
Upton.  His^  eommendM  for  portable  tnfavm^ 
Brothers. 


Juiwzs.— P.  Turner,  The  Leen.  Pembridge. 
J.  Bennett,  The  Park,  Boss. 
W.  Price,  The  Yem,  England's  Gate. 

PRIZE    LIST. 
CATTLE, 

Two-year^ld  heiftr  of  any  breed,  in  calf  or  with  a  calf.— 
Furst  pnce,  rilver  cap  value  £6  Bs.,  J.  Y.  Mutfow ;  second, 
Mrs.  Bishop,  Pegs  Farm. 

Fair  of  twcyear-old  h0ifoft.—Fiiet  price,  F.  Ward,  Pntley ; 
aeeond,  F.  Ward. 

9ix  beat  yearling  heifon  ox  iteer8(of  either  Mx}.«^Firfl^ 


J.f 


LBDBUEY    AGEIOULTURAL    SHOW. 

nrice,  silver  cop  Ttloe  £6  Si.,  J.  Y.  Maltovj 

MutloW.  TTJl— a 

Best  bun  of  any  ago.— Pri«,  £i,  B.  D.  Qwjp.y^ 

Aged  buU.— First  price,  J.  Sparkman,  Littl<B£snlB}«»» 
Bev.J.Hopton,GaBonFroooM»  «  „.  ^  b.4«t 

Two-yeaf^ld  buU.-Fiist  price.  M.  B.  Hiatt,  ftaWJ. 
second,  Jt  Spaifaain.  *  t  v 

YearlingTull.— FiMk  priae^  B.  D.  (kA»\mu^**" 

MutloW.  —   «,_   vM' 

Pair  of  two-year-utt  Atatoa^Bal  fom,  T.  Mf,  *»"' 
second^  T.  Edy. 
Pair  of  yeMtag  aleM.— IM  priMi  #« 

itoae;  seoond, Mrs, Bishop, 
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Teailiiig  haiftr^^Knt  piiie,  J.  Lofoidgej  leeoBdly  F. 
Waid. 

Fat  cow,  keifer,  or  ox.~PkiBe»  E.  Pritdhett. 

Cow  or  heifSur  in  ealf  or  with  a  calf. — ^Finfc  prisot  R.  B. 
Cooke;  leeood, Mr. Drinkwater, The IVmn. 

Cow  or  heifer  for  dainr  purpoeee,  in  eilf  or  with  odf,  of 
•ny  hieed.— FSnt  prize,  J.  V .  Mutlsw ;  leeond,  W.  Haztland, 
Fretton  Court. 

SHEEP, 

Bam.— Fiiffc  prixe^  T.  Hartland,  Brometberrow;  leoond,  J. 
Hickman. 

Teaziiag  nun.«-Firrt  prise.  J.  Hiokman ;  leoond,  J. 
Hickman. 

f  oi  of  live  itore  ewes,  bng  wool.— Fint  prisej.  C,  Bidham, 
Stonehonee ;  second,  C.  Badham. 

Pen  of  five  store  ewes,  short  wooL^First  priie,  E.  Mason, 
Hazle ;  seeoad,  Mrs.  Bishop. 

Pen  of  five  jearling  wetherk^Fint  prize,  Ladj  Emiij 
F<^;  second,  B.  Mason. 

Pen  of  fiTC  yearling  ewes.— First  prize,  Lidy  Emily  Foley  j 
second,  F.  Ward. 

Pen  of  fire  lambs,  shorn. — ^Prize,  W.  Smith  (Arnolds). 

Pmi  of  Ave  lambs,  nnshom.— Prize,  J.  Y.  Mutlow. 

PIGS. 
Boar  pig.— First  prize,  J.  Y.  Untlow;  seeond,  J,  Y. 
Mntlow. 


Bi«diijgiow^lWniiia,T.E^^^  iMoiid,  J.V.Mnflow. 

Pen  of  Ave  pus  nnder  fix  months  oUL— Priie,  J.  ffiiAm«^, 

Kg  shown  by  «  fittm  laboarer.P.-Fint  prize^T.  Jnes, 
Preston;  second, T.Green. 

HOBSES. 

Cart  mare  and  foaL— Prize,  G.  Weston,  Messington. 

Nag  mare  and  foal.— Prize,  J.  Hickman. 

Thieeorear^ld  oart  ooltv— First  priz^  W.  Smith  (Arnolds); 
second,  T.  Hodges. 

Two-nar-old  oart  celtw— First  prize,  T.  H8ywood,Hi]ll\>ps 

Yearling  cart  colt,— First  prize,  J.  V.  Mntbw;  second, 
Be7.  J.  a^pton.  ^^ 

Three-year-old  hackney  colt.— First  prize,  J,  Sparkmani 
second,  Ber.  W.  G.  Lyall,  Castle  Fioome. 

Two-year^ld  hackney  eolL— First  prize.  Major  Peyton: 
seoond,  C.  Badham. 

Yearling  hackney  oolt.F*Prize,  Bar.  W.  O.  lyaU. 
EXTBA  STOCK. 

Td  be  dinded  at  the  diseietion  of  the  jndges,  £10:  To  Mr. 
Pritohett,  for  foor  &t  oien,  £2 ;  J.  Hickman,  for  eight  heiferi. 
£2 :  B.  Msson,  for  six  two-year-old  steers,  £1 10s.  j  T.  HarU 
land,  for  six  heifers,  £1 ;  B.  Mason,  for  20  store  ewes,  £1 
B^Mupn,  for  20  yearling  ewes,  £1:  T.  Haywood,  for  hro- 
▼ear-old  cart  colt,  lOs. ;  B.  Mason,  for  ten  yearling  wethera. 
10s, ;  and  J.  S^admuA,  for  lire  pigs,  lOi. 


OUMBEBLAND  AND  WBSTMOBBLAND   AGMOULTUBAL  SOOIBTT. 

MEETING  AT  BBAMPTON. 


There  wu  Agood  show  of  agricoltnral  horses ;  and  the  same 
may  be  said  of  fight  hones.  Shorthorn  oatUe  were  not  nnme- 
ronsly  represented,  bat  Mr.  Torr  uid  tiie  qnali^  wai  good. 
There  was  a  oommendaUe  entry  of  sheep  and  pigs. 

JT7D6ES. 

Sadsli  ufS  HABKisi  HoBSM. — ^N.  Miln,  Foldon  Side; 
J.  Borthwi^  Monkwray;  J.  Wilson,  Woodhom  Manor, 
Morpeth. 

Dbaugbt  Hossia^— B.  Spraggon,  Naffsrton ;  B.  Bobie, 
Tlnwald  Park. 

Shorthouis.— W,  Torr,  Ayleaby  Manor ;  M.  Stephenson, 
Jan.,  Fonrstones. 

OiLLLowAT  CATfLB.— B.  Swsn,  The  Brae,  Dnmfries ;  B. 
Smith,  Lady  Land. 

liBirxmE  LoNO-wooL  aud  Down  Shiep.— Mr.  Aitehe- 
son.  The  Bock;  Mr.  Bortmi,  Barton  House;  Mr.  Sanday, 
Jan.,  Holoie  Pierrepoint. 

Chjetiot  and  Blacxtaoid  SHXir.— Mr.  Arehibald, 
Btowe;  Mr.  EUiot,  Hindhope. 

BoTTBX.— Mr.  Wood,  CarUde ;  Mr.  Beattie,  Longtown. 

PBIZB    LIST. 
HOBSES. 

Hare  with  foal  at  her  foot,  for  breeding  hnnters.— Fint 
prize,  —  Baxter,  Bromfldd ;  second,  A.  Wannop,  Geltside. 

Mare  in  foal,  for  breeding  hanters.—First  pnze,  T.  Jeflbr- 
ion,  Hallllatt,  Scaleby,  Cumberland ;  second,  T.  Mark,  Durdar 
Honae,  Carlisle. 

Fonr-year-old  geUing  for  honting.— First  prise,  Messrs. 
Thompson,  Kirkhouse,  near  Brampton ;  second,  W.  Armstrong, 
KeodaL 

Fonr-year^ld  flUy  for  hnnting.— First  prize,  Measn.  Thomp- 
son; second,  O.  Coolthard,  Laaereost. 

Tnree-year-old  gelding  for  honting.— FLrst  vrize,  J.  Brown, 
Howgill,  near  Laneroost ;  second,  J.  Bell,  Hslton  Lea  House, 
neair  Haltwhistle. 

Three-year-old  fiUy  for  hunting.— J.  P.  Law,  Croas  Hill, 
IrthiogtiMi ;  second,  B.  Brougfa,  Bye  Close,  Irthingtem. 

Two-yev-oH  gslding  for  hnnting.- First  prize,  J.  S.  Steel, 
Lsithes,  Kirkbride ;  second,  Messrs.  Thompson. 

Two-^enr-old  filk^for  hunting.- First  priie,  J.  IfUboni, 
WmgmizB  QoQMtf  \mibU0  ;  iaooM|f  *  ftwwn* 


One-year-old  oolt  for  hunting.*>F!rrt  prize^  Messrs.  ThoDp« 
son;  second,  T.  Gibbons,  Burnfoot. 

One-year-old  fUly  for  hunting.— Prize,  Mr,  Baiter,  Broom- 
ileld. 

Mare  with  foal  at  her  foot,  for  breeding  oarriage  horses.—* 
Fir«t prize,  T.  Morton,  Longburgh  Honae,  Carlisle;  second. 
G.  Hoadley.  Wetheral  Abbey. 

Mare  in  foal,  for  breeding  carriage  horses.— Furst  prize,  J, 
Fkwoett,  Scalel^  Castle;  second,  H.  N.  Fraser,  Hay  Close, 
Penrith. 

Three-year-oldgelding  suitable  for  harness.— Fint  prize, 
B.  Stoekbridge,  West  Chii;  Carlisle ;  second,  T.  Jefferson. 

Three-year-old  filly  suitable  for  harness.— First  prize,  T. 
Morton,  Longburgh  Houss^  Carhsls;  seoond,  A.  Harmng^ 
Kinnion  Hills,  Lsneroost. 

Two-year-old  geldingsuitable  for  hamess.-'First  prize,  Mr, 
Baiter;  second, Bsr.  w.  Daore,  Irthington. 

Two-year-old  filly  suitable  for  harness.-*F!r8t  prize,  B. 
Brongh.  B^e  House  Close,  Irthington  ;  seoond,  J.  Beay,  Prior 
Bin,  Irthmgton. 

One-year-old  colt  suitable  for  harness.— First  prize.  J. 
Waaffh,  Mosspetteril,  Hsltwhistle;  secood,  W.  Phillips, 
Smithsteads,  Lanercost, 

Mare  with  foal  at  her  foot,  snitable  for  breeding  agricultural 
horses.— First  prize,  T.  BeU,  Townfoot,  Brampton ;  second 
J.  Dobinson,  Throp,  Qilsland ;  third,  J.  Lamb,  Burrell  Green, 
Penrith. 

Mare  in  foal,  for  breeding  agrioultural  horses^— First  prize^ 
H.  N.  Fraser;  second,  J.  Lancaster,  LaTcrsdale;  third,  J, 


Three;>yearjoId  gelding  for  affrieDltnml  purpoaea.— Fint 
ieultnral  purposes.^— First  prize, 


prize,  W.Phillips; 

Three»year-old  lUly  for  agrii  .    .  ^___  , 

Mrs.  Camithen,  High  Field  Moor,  Irthington;  second, T.  k 


1.  Hodgson,  Little  Strickland  Hall,  near  Penrith. 

Two-year-old  gelding  for  agrienltnral  purposes. — ^First  prize^ 
T.  Milburn,  Headswood,  Iruington  j  aeoond,  Mrs,  Gibbons, 
Bosetrees,  near  Longtown. 

Two-year-old  filly  for  agricnltoral  purposesv— First  prize,  J. 
Fisher,  Knells,  near  Cariisle;  second,  J.  Qtaham,  Parcels- 
town,  near  Westlinton.  Carlide. 

One-year-old  colt  for  agrienltnial  pipoaaad    First  ] 
Mn.  G&bons}  swxnd,  0,  B.  Bm^  BiekAyi  CMda. 
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One-jear-old  Ally  for  agrtcultunl  nurpoMt.— Firtt  priw,  T. 
Gibboni;  second,  lPigg.C>»ckletHm,KirkUng^^    . 

Pony,  not  giww^ing  foorteenhuidf  high.— JTintpnze,  J. 
Lamb;  second,  J. Littfi,Whitehm,Scal«by.     „.   ^      .      _ 

Pair  of  hones  for  aKicultand  purposes.— First  pnae,  1. 
Gibbons ;  second,  R.  &  J.  Little,  Gourds,  near  Gretna. 

Colt  foal  by  a  thoroughbred  horse.— Fir«t  pme,  A,  Wan- 
noo;  second,  Kev.W.Dacre.  ,      .      m« 

Klly  foal  by  a  thorooghbred  horse.— Second  pnie,  T.  Mor- 

Poal  for  a«icnltnral  purposes.— Priw,  J.  Graham,  Warwick 
Land,  Nich^  Porest.  ,  ,       ^  .. 

Hackney,  rising  fi?e  years  old  and  upwards,  not  exceeding 
fifteen  hands,  and  to  be  brought  into  the  ring  mounted.— First 
prise^.  Casson,  Bnrgh-l^-Sands.  Carlisle ;  second,  B.  Sprag- 
Hon,  William's  Wyke. 
*    *  CATTLE. 

Shorthorn  bull,  three-year-old  or  upwards.— Firrt  pme. 
Mesas.  Coulthard,  Soiith,  and  Bell,  Brampton  ;  second,  J.  C. 
Bowstead,  Hackthorpe  HaU.  ,:,     «  _^ 

Shorthorn  buU,  above  two  and  under  three  years  old.— First 
mice,  A.  Metcalfe,  BaTcnstonedal^  Kirkby  Stephen ;  second, 
J.  Crieighton,  Scotby.  ,^     _.   ^ 

Shorthorn  bull  above  one  and  under  two  years  old.— First 
prize,  J.  C.  Bowstead;  second,  J.  Hogarth,  Julian  Bower, 
Kirkbythore.  ,,     „.   .      .      t  r     u 

Shorthorn  bull  under  one  year  old.— Pirst  pme,  J .  Lamb, 
BurreU  Green,  Penrith ;  second,  J.  J.  Hethenngton,  Middle 
Farm,  Brampton ;  third,  J.  Lamb. 

Shorthorn  cow,  which  must  hate  had  a  calf  withm  the 
twelve  months  previous  to  the  day  of  show,  and  must  be  in- 
eali  or  milk  at  the  time  of  show.— First  priae,  E.  B.  Hether- 
ington.  Park  Head,  Silloth;  second,  W.  Umbert,  Elrington 
Hall,  Hay  don  Bridge.  ,^     ^.  ^ 

Shorthorn  cow  or  heifer,  under  four  years  old,  which  must 
have  had  a  cidf  within  the  twelve  months  previous  to  the  day 
of  show.— Priu,  A.  Metcalfe,  Ravenstonedal^  Kirkby  Stephen. 

Shorthorn  heifer  above  two  and  under  three  years  old.— 
First  price,  Sir  Q.  Musgrave,  Bart,£den  Hall;  second, T. 
Dalzell,  The  HoUins,  Whitehaven. 

Shorthorn  heifer  above  one  and  under  two  years  old. — ^First 
price,  A.  Metcalfe,  Ravenstonedale,  Kirkby  Stephen ;  second. 
Sir  G.  Musgrave.  t   o   •  u 

Shorthorn  heifer  under  one  year  old.— Price,  J.  Smith, 
Coat  HiU,  Brampton.  ^    ,  .^    , 

Shorthorn  bull  of  any  a«.— First  price,  Messrs.  Coulthard, 
Smith,  and  Bell ;  second,  J .  C.  Bowstead. 

Shorthorn  cow  or  heifer  above  three  years  old,  which  must 
have  had  a  calf  within  twelve  months  previous  to  the  dajr  of 
show,  and  must  be  in-calf  or  milk  at  the  time  of  show. — ^Price, 
R.  B.  Hetherington,  Park  Head,  SiUoth. 

Shorthorn  heifer  above  two  and  under  three  years  old.— 
Price,  Sir  G.  Musgrave. 

Shorthorn  heifer  not  exceeding  two  years  old«— Pnze,  A. 
Metcalfe. 

Medal,  A.  Metcalfe. 

Society*s  Challenge  Cup,  A  Metcalfe. 

GALL0WAT8. 

Bull  above  two  years  old.— First  prize,  J.  Fisher,  Knells, 
Carlisle ;  second,  J.  Graham,  Paroelstown,  West  Linton. 

Bull  under  two  years  old.— Price,  J.  Johnstone,  The  Green, 
Longtown. 

Bull  calf  under  twelve  months  old.— Prize,  T.  Watson,  Bum- 
foot,  Haltwhistle. 

Cow  in-calf  or  milk.— First  price,  G.  Lowes,  Chesters,  Halt- 
whistle  ;  second,  J.  Graham. 

Cow  or  heifer  under  four  years  old,  which  must  have  had  a 
calf  within  twelve  months  previous  to  the  day  of  show. — ^First 
and  second  prices,  G.  Lowes. 

Heifer  above  two  and  under  three  years  old.— First  price,  J. 
Graham ;  second,  W.  Armstrong,  Tarn  End,  Milton. 

Heifer  above  one  and  under  two  years  old.— First  price,  J. 
Monnsey,  Dovecot,  Walton ;  second,  W.  Armstrong. 

Cow  or  heifer  above  three  years  old.— Price,  G.  Lowes, 
Cheaters,  Haltwhistle. 

CR088-BRXBS. 

Polled  bullock  above  two  years  old.— First  and  second  prices, 
G.  Lowes. 
Polled  Heifer  above  two  years  old.— Price,  G.  Lowes. 
Polled  bullock  under  under  two  years  old.— Prize,  G.  Lowes. 


Polled  heifer  under  two  years  old.— First  prize,  Masi 
Hyalop,  Denton  Hall,  Brampton ;  second,  0.  Loves. 

SHEEP. 

Aged  blue-feced  Leicester  tup.— First  price,  J.  Inring,  Sb? 
Abbey ;  second,  J.  Hogarth,  Julian  Bower,  Kirbythore. 

Shearling  blue-feced  Leicester  tup.  — First  pn»,  In. 
Winter,  Low  House,  Haltwhistle ;  second,  W.  Siswn.  Teapfc- 
sowerby. 

Thrve  Uue-fkced  Leicester  ewes  which  have  leani  iaabi 
this  year.— First  price,  W.  Sisson ;  second,  J.  Todd,  Minde, 

Three  blue-feced  Leicester  gimmer  shearlings.— Rnt  piz;, 
J.Todd;  second, T. Sisson.  „«..«... 

Bolder  Leicester  tup.— First  price,  T.  BeB,  Tojnte, 
Biampton;  second,  W.  Umbert,  Elrington  Hall,  Bx^ 
Bridge. 

Border  Leicester  shearUng  tup.— First  price,G.  G.I«,  bid 
Ends,  Haydon  Bridge ;  second,  T.  BeU. 

Border  Leicester  ewes  which  have  reared  boubs  thu  yen.- 
First  price,  J.  Watson,  Gdt  Hall,  Castlecarrock ;  ««<& 
G.Lee. 

Pen  of  Border  Leicester  Gimmer  shearlings.— Rr*p», 
J.  Watson ;  second,  J.  J.  Hetherington,  Middlehra,  Bnaj^ 
ton. 

Aged  long-wool  tup,  not  being  a  LeiceBter.--IiBt  ne, 
wTNorman,  HhU  Bank,  Aspatna;  second,  J.lmag,% 
Abbey.  «.      , 

Shearling  loni-wool  tup,  not  being  a  Leicsster.-I«ife 
second  prices,  W .  Norman. 

Three  long-wool  ewes,  not  being  Looesten.  ybch  teR 
reared  lambs  this  year.— First  and  second  prizes,  W.  yttm. 

Three  loogwool  gimmer  shearlings,  not  bring  I^cetea- 
First  and  second  prices,  W.  Norman. 

Aged  Down  tup.— First  price,  Capt.  Thompson,  KwUw. 
Brampton ;  second,  W.  Parker,  Carleton  Hill,  Ptonth. 

Shearling  Down  tup.— First  price,  Capt.  Thompaoiii* 
oond,  W.  Parker.  ,  ,    ,^  .. 

Pen  of  Down  ewes  which  have  reared  Iambi  this  tewj- 
Firit  price,  J.  Carrick,  Fkwhfield,  Wigton ;  second,  W.hrtff 

Pen  of  Down  gimmer  shearlings.— First  prize,  J.  Unw, 
second,  W.  Parker.  _  _  _      .^ 

Aged  black-faced  tup.— First  price,  H.  Thompjmi,I*BiW^«. 
GilsUnd ;  second,  F.  Moscrop,  Buttcrburn,  GiWjnd. 

Shearling  black-feoed  tup.— Fint  prize,  Messrs.  w«. 
Hopehouse,  Falstone ;  second,  F.  Moscrop.  . 

Three  black-faced  ewes.— First  prize,  J.  Irnag,  J^Bi? 
Abbey ;  second,  H.  Thompson,  Lamperts,  G»l^d--^    ^ 

Three  black-faced  gimmers.— First  prize,  H.  Thompi" 
second,  J.  Irving.  ,  ,  ^    .       n  «.i-.t 

Aged  Cheviot  tup.— First  price,  J.  Johnstone,  C*m^ 
MoSt ;  second,  J.  Johnstone,  Bodesbeek,  Moffiit 

Shearling  Che?iot  tup.— First  price,  J.  JohnitOBe,  upp 
gUl ;  second,  J.  Johnstone,  Bodesbeek.  . 

Three  Cheriot  ewes.— First  and  second  prizes,  J.  ttyi^ 
Wyliesyke,  GUsland.  _        .     t  i  u* 

Three  Cheviot  gimmer  sheariings.— Erst  pme,  J.  a.jom 
stone,  Arohbank,  Moffat ;  second,  J.  Graham. 

PIGS. 
Boar  of  the  Urge  breed.— Price,  J.  Hetberingtoa,  Ct<^^ 

^Ik^  of  the  small  breBd.-Price,  E.  and  J.  littk.  G«^ 
Ghretna.  ja^ 

Sow  pigs  of  the  large  breed,  of  any  age,  ia-wg  or  wit 
Price,  J.  C.  Bowstead,  Hackthorpe  Hall,  Pennth. 

Sow  pig  of  the  small  breed,  of  any  ag^  »S'P«S'Sc, 
First  pme,  G.  Foster,  Wetheral;  second,  B«t.  W^^' 
Irthington,  Brampton.  ..^i^-RBtu* 

Pig  belonging  to  a  cottager,  labourer,  or  "5^  iS^ 
second  prizSs,  C.  Bendle,  B««»Pton;  thijjj- '^ 
LUlies  House.  Laversdale ;  fourth,  E.  Osrrutlien,  I*««^' 

Irthington.  

BUTTEB.  ^ 

Best  basket   (61bs.)-Miss  Wanwy,  BjaJ^J  E 
Mr..  Wannon,  WaUhead,  Cros^^ffen ;  ^^^^ 
Throp,  Qilsland ;  fourth,  Mrs.  Stongr,  WsUhes*,  tw«. 


Best  lirkin  of  butter.— First  prize,  Mrs.  Dobsos,  Sol**' 
Walton ;  second,  Mrs.  Graham,  Bed  HilL 
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Tlw  show  of  eitUe  wu  inferior  to  that  of  many  former 
yean,  eqweially  in  the  nnmber  of  entries.  The  ohrions  reasons 
are — ^ftiit,  che  exceptional  dryness  of  the  season ;  and,  secondly. 
Hie  pretalrace  of  the  foot-and-month  disease,  which 
lias  had  the  effect  in  all  parts  of  the  country  of  deterring 
ownen  of  Talnahle  animals  from  incurring  the  risks  attending 
gatherings  of  this  description.  At  the  same  time  there  was  a 
good  proportion  of  really  prize  animals  exhibited.  With  regard 
to  the  dairy  stock,  it  may  be  stated  that,  with  one  exception, 
the  whole  of  the  six  balls  exhibited  were  good  animals ;  bnt, 
ao  far  as  the  pairs  of  dairy  cows  were  concerned,  it  must  be 
pointed  out  that  only  one  nair  were  in  tme  dairy  condition, 
the  remainder  being  so  buruened  with  iat  that  the  judges  with- 
held the  second  prize.  It  is  not  at  aU  unlikely  that  when 
exhibitors  see  that  judges  insist  upon  dairy  cows  being  shown  in 
their  proper  condition  the  competition  in  this  class  will  be  in- 
creased. There  was  not  a  single  entry  in  the  dass  of  in-calf 
heifiBn  in  pairs  not  exoeeding  two  years  old,  and  only  two  in  the 
next  dass  of  heifers  nnder  two  years  old,  but  these  latter  were 
all  iLae  anianls.    In  the  class  of  hX  cattle  there  were  only 


fire  entries.  The  competition  for  the  first  prize  was  Tery  close 
between  the  ffliorthom  cow  of  the  Marquis  of  Anglesey  and 
Lord  Hatherton's  Hereford  ox ;  and  the  latter  was  tiie 
CsTonrite  with  the  public. 

In  Leicester  sheep  only  one  dass  showed  more  than  two 
entries,  and  therefore  the  competition  was  little  more  than 
DominaL  The  remaining  specimens  of  the  longwool  breeds 
were  respectable,  bnt  not  remarkable  in  point  of  quality.  The 
entries  of  Shropshire  sheep  were,  as  was  to  be  expected  from 
the  greater  &TOur  with  which  the  breed  is  regiurded  in  the 
eonnty,  mnch  more  numerous. 

The  show  of  pigs  was  one  of  the  best  cTcr  made  at  the  meet- 
ings of  the  SUffbrdshire  Sodety;  but  still  Mr.  T.  Walker 
carried  nearly  all  before  him.  He  secured  a  medal  and  no  less 
than  fire  out  of  eight  first  prizes,  besides  one  or  two  minor 
distinctions. 

The  show  of  horses  for  hunting  and  hackney  purposes  was 
not,  taken  as  a  whole,  of  the  sufterior  character  one  mi^fht 
hare  reasonably  expeded  at  a  meeting  of  a  Sodety  which  in- 
dndes  within  its  district  four  good  packs  of  foxhounds,  and 
nnder  whose  auspices  such  handsome  prizes  are  offered.  The 
daases  were  somewhat  differently  arranged  to  Ust  year,  for 
weight-carrying  hunters  Lord  Hatherton  offered  a  prize  of  £20 
and  the  Waliali  Committee  one  of  £10,  and  for  these  prizes 
there  were  fi?e  competitors.  Both  prizes  were  awarded  to  Mr. 
A.  Harrison,  of  Edgbaston ;  the  flnt  for  his  chesnut  Rob  Roy, 
ap  to  most  weight,  and  the  second  to  his  brown  horse  Mulatto, 
which  showed  a  deal  more  breed,  style,  and  action,  but  was  not 
quite  upto  the  wdght.  The  light-wdght  hunters  were  deddedly 
the  best  of  the  lot,  the  three  noticed  horses  especially  being 
▼ery  superior  animals.  The  £25  offered  by  the  eentlemen  of 
Mr.  Mejnell  Ingram's  Hunt  only  attracted  a  moderate  dass ; 
and  mares  with  foals  at  foot,  suitable  for  breeding  hunters, 
were  bebw  the  mark  with  the  exception  of  the  first  prize 
animal.  There  were  only  two  entries  in  the  class  for  mares 
in  foal  best  suited  for  hackney  purposes,  and  neither  call  for 
special  remark.  The  hackneys,  though  a  larger  dass,  were 
not  BS  a  rule  superior  snimals,  and  the  same  remark  applies 
wHh  even  more  force  to  the  cobs,  which  were  an  indifferent 
lot  The  horses  for  agricultural  purposes  were  less  meri- 
torious, and  only  attracted  an  entry  of  22,  all  told. 
Br  far  the  best  dass  was  that  for  entire  horses,  in 
which  some  good  animals  were  exhibited.  Mr.  M'Lean*s 
handsome  prize  of  £26  was  taken  by  a  fine,  powerful  animal. 
Crown  Prince,  belonging  to  Mr.  Enston,  Warwick,  who  cane 
on  accredited  with  honours  from  other  meetings ;  and  Mr.  J. 
Mannings  Champion,  also  a  rery  good  horse,  was  second. 
The  show  of  toick  cheese  was  moderately  sood,  but  the 
I  quality  was  not  by  any  means  equal  to  that  of  the  thin  cheese 
I  exhibited.  In  this  ktter  class  there  were  16  entries  as  against 
\  fire  only  in  the  (imner.  There  was  a  rery  fair  show  of  butter. 
I  The  nioCBy  considering  the  icMon,  were  remarkably  good. 


There  were  some  capital  mangolds,  and  the  quality  of  the  swed^ 
turnips  was  surprising  after  the  long  drought  of  the  pas^ 
summer.  The  kohl  rabi  in  Mr.  Fleming's  first  prize  collec- 
tion was  exceedingly  fin«.  The  potatoes  also  were  rery  good. 
The  show  of  grain  was  exceedingly  good,  the  white  wheat 
especially,  the  prizes  offered  for  which  excited  the  most  com- 
petition, bein^  of  superior  quality.  Barley  and  oats  only  had 
three  competitors  each,  but  the  prize  samples  were  good  as 
regards  colour  and  size. 

JUDGES. 
Shorthobns  kUD  Fat  Cattli. Saridge,  Sarsden,  Chip- 
ping Norton ;  H.  Lowe,  Comberford,  Tamworth. 
Shbopshike  Shxx?  and  Pigs. — T.  Mansell,  Ercall,  Well- 
ington ;  J.  Hardy,  Kinrer  Hill,  Stourbridge. 
Dairy  Cows  aitd  Lxicxstsr  SHnr.— F.  Smith,  Ashbome 
Grange;  —  Sterenson,jun.,  Swepstone,  Ashby-de-la-Zouch. 
HoRsxs. — ^Agricultural :  •—  Wright,  HoUington,  Longford ; 

J.  Ward,  Siddemore,  Brewood. 
HuNTSRS :  W.  T.  Stanley,  Leamington ;  H.  Corbet,  Farmers' 

Club,  London. 
CHXxas.— S.  W.  Cox,  Derby;  H.  E.  Emberlin,  Leicester ; 
J.  Danid,  Burton-on-Trent ;  T.  H.  Smith,  Clifton,  Ash- 
bome. 
iMrLXMXirrs.— J.  J.  Bowley,  Rowthome,  Chesterfield;  R. 
Craren,  Uttoxeter ;  —  Brewster,  Bulderton,  Middle  Salop ; 
W.  Cower,  Bryancote,  Stafford. 

PRIZE    LIST. 
CATTLE. 

SHORTHORNS. 

BuUs.— First  prize.  £10,  and  the  Society's  silrer  medal,  Rer. 
W.  Sneyd,  Kede  Hall,  Newcastle  (Ironmaster) ;  second,  £6, 
S.  Burchnall,  Catton,  Burton-on-Trent  (Grand  Duke  of 
Essex).  Hiffhly  commended,  T.  Hands,  Canley,  Cor  entry 
(Lord  Larenoer). 

Yearling  bull.— First  prize,  £10,  and  silrer  medal,  W.  Brad- 
bum,  Wednesfidd,  Wolrerhampton  (White  Satin) ;  second, 
£6,  W.  Sneyd  (Prince  Patrick)/ 

Bull  calf.— First  prize,  £6,  W.  Snerd  (Lord  of  the  Manor) ; 
second,  £2  10s.,  R.  Ratdiff,  Walton  Hall,  Burton-on-Trent. 

Cows.— Prize,  £6,  R.  Ratdiff. 

In-calf  heifers,  in  pairs,  not  exceeding  three  years  old.-* 
First  prize,  £6,  W.  Sneyd ;  second,  £4,  T.  Hands.  Highly 
commended,  R.  Ratdiff. 

Heifers,  in  pairs,  under  two  years  old.— First  prize,  £3,  R. 
Ratdiff;  second,  £3,  T.  Hands.  Highly  commended,  C. 
Stnbbs,  Preston  Hall,  Penkridge. 

ANT  BRXZD  ADAPTED  TOR  DAIRY  rURPOSRS. 

Bulls. — ^First  prize,  £10,  and  silrer  medal,  W.  Lorerock, 
Hominglow,  Borton-on-frent  (Duke  of  Sutherland) ;  second, 
£S,  T7Nash,Featherstone,  Wolrerhampton  (Nimrod)..  Highlr 
commended,  T.  Nash  r4th  Duke  of  Churo) ;  commended,  J. 
Booth,  Shenstone,  Lichfidd  (Radford). 

Cows,  m  pairs.— Prize,  £10,  T.  C.  Smith,  Birdsgrore,  Ash- 
boume. 

Heifers,  in  pairs,  under  two  years  old.— First  prize,  £4,  W. 
Bradbum  (Ammonia  and  Moss  Rose)  ;  second,  £2,  J.  Brawn, 
Boases,  Shenstone,  Lichfidd. 

IAT  CATTLE. 

First  prize,  silrer  cup,  £10,  the  Marquis  of  Anglesey,  Beau- 
desert,  Rngdey  (Shorthorn  cow) ;  second,  £6,  Lord  Hatherton, 
Teddedey  HaU,  Penkridge  (Hereford  ox). 
SHEEP. 

LEICESTER  OR  OTHER  LONOWOOLS. 

Ram. — ^First  prize,  £6,  R.  Johnson,  Kirkireton,  Wirks- 
worth ;  second,  £8,  R.  Johnson. 

Shearling  ram. —  First  prize,  £6,  and  silrer  medal,  R.  John- 
son; second,  C.  Mellor,  Atlow,  Aahbome.  Highly  com- 
mended, R.  Johnson  and  C.  Mellor. 

Ram  lamb. — ^First  prize,  £3,  R.  Johnson ;  second,  £2,  R. 
Johnson.    Highly  commendedi  C.  Mellor. 
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Breeding  ewes,  pen  of  fiTe.— Tint  prize,  £8,  E.  Johnion ; 
Monnd,  A..^rjer,  Qoamdon,  Derbr. 

Shearling  ewes,  pen  of  fl?e.<»Bnt  prize,  £3,  B.  Johnion ; 
second,  A.  Bryer. 

Ewe  lambs,  pen  of  five. — ^Prize,  B.  Johnson. 

8H1LOP8HIILRS. 

Bam.— First  prize,  £6,  W,  Baker,  Moorbams,  Atherstone ; 
second,  W.  Wood,  Holly  Bank,  Borton-on-Trent.  Highly 
commended,  the  Earl  of  Bradford,  Weston,  Shiinal. 

Shearling  ram. — ^First  prize,  £5,  and  silter  medal,  J.  Coion, 
Freeford,  liohfield ;  second,  C.  Stnbbs.  Highly  commended, 
W.  Wood ;  commended,  W.  Baker. 

Bam  lamb.— First  prize,  £3,  J.  Stnbbs,  Weston,  Stafford ; 
second,  £2,  W.  Stnbbs,  Stockton,  Stafford.  Highly  com- 
mended, Rev.  £.  Creswell,  Seighford,  Stafford. 

Breeding  ewes,  pen  of  five. — First  prize,  £5,  J.  H.  Brad- 
bnme,  Fipcplaoe,  lichfleld ;  second,  £3,  W.  Baker.  Highly 
commended,  C.  B.  Keeling,  Penkridge. 

Ewe  lambs,  pen  of  fire. — ^First  prize,  £3,  W.  Baker ;  second, 
£2,  J.  Coxon.  Highly  commended,  C.  Smith,  Kirk  Langley, 
Derby. 

PIGS. 

BoaiB  of  a  large  breed.— First  prize,  £3,  M.  Walker,  Stock- 
ley,  Analow,  Borton-on-Trent ;  second,  £2,  H.  Tomlinson, 
BHthford,  Bngeley,  Commended,  T.  Bantock,  Meiridale, 
Wolverhampton. 

Breeding  sow  of  a  large  breed.— Firstprize,  £S,  M«  Walker ; 
second,  £2,  H.  Tomlinson,  Bngeley.  Highly  commended,  T. 
Bantock,  Wolverhampton.    Commended,  M.  Walker. 

Boar  of  a  small  breed. — ^First  prize,  £3  and  silver  medal,  M. 
Walker ;  second,  £2,  J.  T.  Poyser,  Burton-on-Trent. 

Breeding  sow  of  a  small  breed. — ^First  prize,  £3,  and  second, 
£2,  M.  Walker.    Commended,  Bev.  W.  Sneyd,  Newcastle. 

Boar  of  the  Berkshire  breed.— First  prize,  £3  and  silver 
medal,  B.  Wyatt,  Stafford;  second,  £2,  Dr.  J.D.Hewson, 
Stafford. 

Breeding  sow  of  the  Berkshire  breed. — ^First  prize,  £3,  the 
Earl  of  Bradford;  second,  £2,  Dr.  J.  D.  Hewson.  Highly 
commended,  R.  Wyatt. 

Fen  of  not  less  uian  three  pigs,  same  litter,  of  a  large  breed, 
abore  three  and  nnder  six  months  old. — ^First  prize,  £3,  and 
■eoond,  £2,  H.  Walker. 

Pen  of  not  less  than  three  pi g^,  same  litter,  of  the  Berkshire 
breed,  above  three  and  under  six  months  old.— ^Prize,  £3,  the 
Earl  of  Bradford. 

HORSES. 

rOB  AGRICULTURAL  FURP08X8. 

Entire  horses  (open  to  the  United  Kingdom^. — ^First  prize, 
£26  and  silver  medal,  W.  Enston,  Claverdon,  Warwick  (Cfrown 
Prince)  ;  second,  £15,  J.  Manning,  Orlinbury,  Wellingborough 
(Champion).  Hiehly  commended,  R.  Orange,  Bellington, 
Horpetn,  Clydesdale  (Conqaeror). 

Mare  and  foal. — ^Prize,  £8,  R.  Swale,  Saredon,  Wolverhamp- 
ton (Madam). 

Two-year-old  gelding  or  filly.— First  prize,  £5,  K  Tongue, 
Aldridge,  Walsall  (The  Drummer) ;  second,  £3,  W.  Masfen, 
Norton  Canes,  Cannock,  Stafford.  Highly  commended,  W. 
S.  Tavemor,  Ubberley,  Stoke-on-Trent  (iJell). 

Yearling  gelding  or  filly.— First  prize,  €5,  J.  Hawksworth, 
Barton  Fields,  Derby  (DarUng) ;  second,  £3,  T.  C.  Ball, 
Prestwood,  Ellastone,  Ashborne.  Highly  commended,  J. 
Hawksworth  (Boss). 

?0R  HUNTINO  FURrOSXS. 

Hunting  horse  or  mare,  equal  to  16  stone.— ^First  prize,  £20, 
A.  Harrison,  Metchley,  Edgbaston  (Rob  Roy) ;  second,  £10, 

A.  Harrison  (Mulatto).    Commended,  H.  Morris,  St.  Thomas, 
Stafford. 

Hunting  horse  or  mare,  equal  to  12  stone. — ^Fint  prize,  £16, 
T.  H.  Walwyn,  Doveridge,  Uttoxeter  (Princess) ;  second,  £5, 

B.  Gilpin,  Longford,  Cannock.    Highly  commended,  A«  Har- 
rison (Sultan). 

Class  39.— First  prize,  £16,  C.  A.  Pratt,  Shenton,  Nuneaton 
(Flirt) ;  second,  £10,  C.  Stnbbs,  Preston  Hill,  Penkridge 
(Sandon).    Commended,  J.  S.  Clay,  Branstoue,  Burton-on- 

Mare  with  a  foal  at  foot,  suitable  for  breeding  hunters. — 
First  prize,  £6,  T.  W.  Gardom,  Butterton  Park,  Newcastle 

grazenose)  ;  second,  £i,  the  StOnetrough  CoUiery  Company, 
wton,  Cheshire  (The  Fawn). 
Marc  in  foia  Qi  with  foal  at  foot,  best  suited  for  hackn^  or 


roadster  purwMes.— First  prize,  £6,  Lord  Hathoton  (Fmnj) ; 
•econd,  £4,  J.  Coxon. 

Hackney  mare  or  gelding,  not  exceeding  16  hands  2  indHs. 
—First  prize,  £3,  F.  James,  Aldridge,  Walsall  (Topsy)  i  leooiid, 
£4,  F.  James  (Punch}. 

EXTRA  STOCK. 

Hoitsu.- Medals  to  Lord  Hatherton  (harness  hone),  T. 
A.  Negus,  Lynn,  Walsall  (dray  horse). 

Shisp.— Medals  to  C.  Smith,  Kirk  Untjey,  Dcrl^i  J. 
Cozen ;  R.  M.  Wright,  Coppenhall,  StaffiDrdsmre. 

FiQS^Medal  to  M.  Walker. 

CHEESE. 

Thick  ehecic— First  prize,  £9,  T.  Woolf,  StsadoaHill, 
Eeoleshall ;  second,  £6,  T.  Simon,  Temhill,  Market  Dia^; 
third,  £4,  T.  Ashcroft,  Walford,£cclfldudl;  finzih,  £2  l(k, 
C.  Byrd,  littywood,  Stafford. 

Thin  cheese.— First  prize,  £9,  M.  Walks,  Sioeklsy,  yidi 
special  prize  for  best  cheese  in  yard ;  second,  £6,  J.  Csnisf- 
ton,  Croxton,  Uttoxeter;  third,  £4,  J.  Smith,  Spoa  Pim, 
Alton,  Cheadle ;  4th,  £2  lOi.,  J.  Hawksworth,  Bsxtoa  fv^ 
Derby.  Cummended,  W.  Smith,  Rangemoor,  BaitoB4i- 
Trent;  H.  Tomlinson,  Blithford,  Rugeley;  Mx8.Wsrd,Gii- 
veUy  Bank,  Uttoxeter. 

Thin  cheese.— First  prize,  £10,  M.  Walker ;  seeona,  26,  S. 
Bnrehnall,  Catton,  Burton-on-Trent.    Highly  cnmmmdrf,  J. 
Carrington;Mrt.  Ward;  J.Smith.   Commended,  J. HstlM- 
worth, Barton,  Derby;  W.  T.  Carrington. 
BUTTER. 

First  prize,  £8,  F.  H.  Tatee,  Great  Burr,  Binuagba; 
second,  £2,  W.  Masfen ;  thiid,  £1,  Mra.  Bond,  Dnyeott,  On. 
die.  Commanded,  J.  T.  Poyser,  Stapenhill,  Boitim-OB  Tnsi; 
The  Stonetrou^  Colliery  Co. ;  J.  Booth,  Shcnstone )  £.  Bor* 
kj,  Norton  Canes,  Stafford. 

CORN. 

White  wheat.— First  prize,  £2,  J.  Grcttoiez,  Stnitss, 
Burton-on-Trent ;  second,  £1,  R.  H.  Maifen,  Ptodefoid,  Wol- 
verhampton.   Commendod,  J.  Greatorex. 

Red  wheat.— Fint  prize,  £2,  J.  Greatorex ;  seooad,  £1,  W. 
T.  Carrington. 

Barley.— Fint  priie,  £2,  J.  Greatorex ;  second,  £1,  K  H. 
Masfen. 

Oats.— Fiitt  prize,  £2 J.Gnatorez ;  seoond,£l,B.lUi^ 
AGRICULTURAL  ROOTS. 

Ox  cabbage.— Prize,  £2,  J.  Greatorex. 

Late  potatoes  (any  variety ).—P^iz^  £S.  W.  W.  Pttw, 
Measham,  Atherstone.  Highlv  eonunended,  6.  IkBi% 
Groundslow,  Stone ;  W.  T.  Carnngton. 

Collection  of  roots  (not  less  than  three  varieties).—!^ 
£3,  G.  Fleming.    Highly  commended,  J.  Greitom ;  T.  Ba- 
took,  Merridale  House,  Wolverhampton. 
IMPLEMENTS. 

SiLVijL  1CXDAL3  to  J.  T.  Mackall,  Union-street,  Load« 
for  general  joiner;  J.  Perkins,  YoxaU,  for  plough  with  sw 
breast j  T.  Corbett,  Shrewsbury,  for  single plonrii,  andw 
double-action  turnip-cutter ;  Richmond  and  CnsBdler,  Stl^ 
for  chaff-cutter ;  G.Murray,  Derby,  far  a  model  of  wor'^j 
plant  for  cheese  factorr  on  American  principle:  T.  3nwa 
and  Co.,  London  and  mnchester,  for  "  vowel  A'*  wishinr  a*- 
chine;  Southwell  and  Co.,  Rugeley,  for  combined  »e(p- 
rack  and  trough ;  Gower  and  Son,  Market  Ditytos,  fcr  U- 
feet  broadcast  machine  for  clover  and  lyegnus.  with  doaw 
box  to  keep  the  seeds  separate ;  Ball  and  Son,  Northsmpto:. 
for  plough  with  lever  neck ;  Lambert  Brothen,  WahjH  k: 
stand  ofpumps.  steam  and  water  fittings,  snd  wn>oghl-uj 
tubes;  W.S.  (Tnderhill,  Newport,  Salop, for  double  ploc^ 
and  for  fiTc-horse  steam-engine ;  Robc^  snd  Co.  (Luute-. 
for  eiEht-horse  single  cylinder  steam-engine;  S.  CoiWt  uj 
Son,  Wellington,  for  root-pnlper :  Woods,  Cocbedp, «» 
Warner,  for    two-horse    gear;    Mellard's  Trent  Fouriiy 

S limited),  Rugeley,  for  double-roller  oa-€*kc  bwktf- 
oney  prizes  (SOs.,  unless  otherwise  stated) :  J.  BtfJ* 
Sbenstone,  Howard*s  patent  iron  plough,  Bansome  sod  ^ 
iron  plough,  Ball  and  Son's  nine-tined  cultivator ;  J.  P««^ 
on  expanding  bocse-hoe;  T.  Corbett,  two-honefesr  and  oef 
horse  cart;  J.  Le  Butt,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  com  lereea;  ^• 
BaU,  Rugby,  carts  (2  prizes) ;  Southwell  snd  Co,  usfj^ 
plough,  and  double  or  Cheddar  cheese-press;  Go*^'*""^ 
coulter  corn-bill;  BaU  and  Son,  waggon  (40^).;  ^\ 
Trent  Foundry,  hone-power  gear,  •eveu-*'-^  -'*--*"  ** 
patent  chum, 


eiOtiritor^ 
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WEST  TBVIOTDALE  AGEIOULTUBAL 
SOCIETY. 
TbB  uuuial  exhibition  of  thii  looiety  took  plaoe  in  the  Loch 
PlukyEavick.  Tht  weather  was  flne,  bat  the  attendance  wai 
limited.  The  display  of  atook,  though  indodinfc  fint-claas 
aniBiala  in  tome  departnenta,  waa  on  the  whole  veiy  meagre. 
In  the  elan  of  eattie,  the  qnality  waa  good ;  the  prise  Ajr- 
ahire  being  aa  pretty  a  little  animal  aa  erer  graced  a 
ahow.  In  the  data  of  Leioeater  aheep,  aoma  well-known 
priae-takoia  of  fonner  yeaia  did  not  pnt  in  an  appear- 
anee,  bnt  Mr.  Wilaon,  who  haa  lately  tamed  earefal 
attention  to  this  department^  made  np  for  the  absence  of 
many.  In  the  Cheviot  daas,  always  the  leading  featare  o^ 
thia  ahow»  the  competition  waa  namerically  bdow  the  aTerage, 
bat  the  qoality  for  the  ohief  preminms  waa  good. 

JUDGES. 
Chsviot  Shbef.— Mr.  Scott,  Oilmanadaich ;  Mr.  Elliot, 

Hartwoodmyres ;  and  Mr.  Shortreed,  Attonbnm. 
Cattlx,  Lbicxstis  SHXxr,  Ain>  Honsxs. — Mr.  Amos,  Earl- 
aide  ;  Mr.  Scott,  Hawfoid ;  and  Mr.  Swan,  Bosh. 

PBIZE    LIST. 
CATTLE. 

Shorthorn  ball.— First  piize^  Messrs.  Ayres,  Hallrale; 
aeeond,  BCr.  Amos,  Earldde. 

Shorthorn  milch  cow,  in  regolar  milk  at  the  time  of  the 
ahow. — ^First  prize,  Mr.  Wilson,  Midshields ;  second,  Mr. 
Tamball,  Bamfooi. 

Ayrshire  cow,  calved  after  1st  January  last,  and  in  regolar 
milk  when  shown.^Fir8t  prize,  Mr.  Hadon,  Honeybum ; 
aecond,  J.  Henderson,  hind,  fioneybom. 

Shorthorn  qoey,  two  years  old,  calved  subseanent  to  Ist 
Jannary,  1868.— ^firrt  and  second  prizes,  Mr.  Tttmboll. 

Shorthorn  qaey  stirk,  calved  tabseauent  to  Ist  Janaary,1889. 
-'Fint  and  second  prizes,  Mr.  Tumball. 

SHEEP. 

I.SICX8TXB8. 

Best  top,  of  any  age,  shearling  excepted,  to  be  osed  within 
the  district  for  the  ensoing  season. — First  prize,  Mr.  Haddon ; 
aeeond,  Mr.  Selby,  Hassendeanbank. 

Best  pen  of  five  gimmers. — ^First  prize,  Mr.  Wilson ;  second, 

Best  pen  of  Ave  ewes. — ^First  prize,  Mr.  Wilson :  second, 
Mr.  Sdby. 

HiXf-BBEBS. 

Best  pen  of  five  ewes. — ^Prize,  Mr.  Wilson. 
Best  pen  of  five  gimmers. — ^Prize,  Mr.  llVilson. 

CHEVIOTS. 

Tap  of  any  age,  to  be  osed  in  the  district  for  the  ensoing 
■eaaon. — ^First  prize,  Mr.  Aitchison,  Linhope ;  second,  Mr. 
Grieve,  Skelf  hilL 

Two  tops,  two  years  old,  to  be  osed  in  district. — ^First  p4ize, 
Hr.  Grieve ;  second,  Mr.  Aitchison. 

Two  shearling  tups,  to  be  osed  in  the  district.— First,  Mr. 
Oliver,  Howpasley ;  second.  Mr.  Tumboil,  Fabaah. 

Pea  of  five  ewesi  from  the  hill. — ^Prize,  Mr.  Paterson, 
Chapelhill. 

Pen  of  five  ewes,  withoot  restriction. — Prizet  Mr.  Grieve. 

Pen  of  five  gimmers  or  shearling  ewes.— Prize,  Mr.  Oliver. 

Pen  of  five  ewe-lambs,  from  the  hill,  lambed  after  11th' 
April  last,  bred  by  competitor.— Prize,  Mr.  Grieve. 

HOBSES. 

Mare  for  breeding  draoght  hones,  with  foal  at  foot,  bona 
fide  the  property  and  in  the  possession  of  any  member  of  the 
Society  from  1st  Janoarr  last. — First  prize,  Mr.  Fenwick, 
Korthonse ;  second,  Mr.  Paterson. 

Two-year-old  draoght  colt  or  filly*  belonging  to  a  member 
of  the  Sodety,  and  having  been  his  property  for  six  months 
previous  to  the  show. — ^First  prize*  Mr.  Aitchison*  Winning- 
tonrigg ;  second,  Mr.  Forsyth,  Ashybank. 

I>raoght  mare  or  gelding,  above  three  years  dd,  bdonging 
to  the  exhibitor.— Fint  prize,  Mr,  Wilson  -,  second,  Mr. 
Blythe,  Whitriggs. 


THE  FLAX  EXTENSION  ASSOCIATION 
IN  IRELAND. 

The  bi-monthly  meeting  of  the  conndl  of  this  assodaUon 
was  held  in  DaUin,  Mr.  J.  W.  M*Master  in  the  chair. 

The  Secretary,  Mr.  Andrews,  read  the  following  report  for 
September.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  conndl  of  thU  assooia« 
tion,  which  was  held  in  Joly,  a  very  ftill  and  satisfactory  report 
of  the  Irish  flax  erop  was  presented,  and  which,  in  accordance 
with  the  resolution  then  passed,  was  printed  and  extensivdy  dr« 
eolated.  Sobseqoent  reports  received  firom  fisrmers  and  scutch- 
mill  owners  corroborate  the  fkvoorable  statement  then  made 
regarding  the  anticipated  produce  per  acre ;  but,  owing  to  the 
hot  weather  which  occurred  when  a  Uvge  portion  of  the  crop 
was  on  the  grass,  the  quality  has  in  some  instances  been  in- 
jured. A  circular,  in  consequence,  was  issued,  recommending 
farmers  to  keep  thdr  fiax  in  stack  for  some  time  before 
seatchingit,  with  the  object  of  remedying,  to  some  extent,  the 
injury  which  had  been  done.  Early  in  the  month  of  August 
your  secretory  made  a  short  tour  through  some  of  the  flax  dis. 
tricU  in  tbe  county  of  Donegal.  The  places  visited  were 
Stranorlar,  Donegal,  Mount  Charles,  Letterkenny,  Bamdton, 
and  lifford.  Owing  to  the  fiivourable  season,  the  flax  crop 
waa  exoeptiondly  good.  In  some  localities  the  culture  is  not 
done  with  moeh  oare,  and  the  preparation  of  the  fibre  is  in- 
different; bat  this  is  likdy  to  be  remedied,  aa  the  farmers  are 
becoming  more  willing  to  receive  advice  and  gnidance  as  to 
the  management  of  their  flax  crop  than  formerly.  On  the  10th 
of  kst  month  the  return  of  acreage  under  flax  in  Ireland  was 
recdved  from  the  Begiitrar-General,  an  abstract  of  which  waa 
promptly  printed  and  circulated  among  the  local,  English,  ahd 
Scotch  trade.  This  return  showed  a  decrease  in  the  area  ap- 
propriated to  flax  in  every  province  except  Monster,  whidi 
exhibited  a  marked  increase.  The  Mnnster  flax  markets, 
which  were  arranged  by  this  association,  have  contributed  to 
produce  this  result — having  been  attended  daring  the  past  two 
seasons  by  boyers  from  northern  spinning  firms ;  and  it  is 
hoped  the  same  sopport  will  be  rendered  this  season  at  the 
markets  dready  fixed,  of  which  circulars  have  been  issoed. 
Delay  has,  in  some  instances,  occorred  in  the  erection  of  scotch 
milLi,  to  which  aid  was  ^ven  by  this  association,  arising  from 
the  difficulty  of  arrangmg  for  the  sites.  In  one  instance, 
owing  to  this  cause,  a  contemplated  mill  had  to  be  abandoned 
for  this  season.  New  applications  for  assistance  towards  pro- 
posed scotch  mills  will  be  submitted  this  day  for  yoor  consider- 
ation, and  the  necesdty  is  pre8sin|r  for  scotching  accommoda- 
tion in  the  districts  where  tnese  mills  are  projected.  Scotchers 
have  been  ennged  and  sent  to  the  south  and  west,  and  farther 
applications  nave  been  made,  which  are  being  attended  to. 
In  every  case  the  engagements  have  been  made  by  the  week. 
The  introduction  of  skilled  northern  scutchers  into  these  lo- 
calities is  of  paramount  importance  to  fiax  growers.  The  Bd- 
E'an  scutching  machine,  mofed  by  hand-power,  to  which  al- 
sion  was  msde  in  last  report,  has  been  tested,  and  found  to 
dean  flax  admirably ;  and,  from  the  lightness  of  the  handles, 
the  quantity  of  tow  made  is  now  reduced  to  a  minimum.  With 
the  application  of  horse  power  to  mdntain  the  requisite  speed, 
this  madiine  would  be  invduable  to  fiax  farmers.  A  hand- 
breaker  has  also  been  reoei?ed  from  Bdgium,  which  would  be 
of  advantage  in  drstricts  where  hand-scutching  is  practised, 
and  would  be  a  sreat  improvement  on  the  mode  hj  which  flax 
is  at  present  broken  in  these  districts.  From  the  simplicity  of 
its  construction  it  is  inexpensive.  It  is  intended  shortly  to 
issue  query  slips,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  the  necessary  in- 
formation, to  arrive  at  an  approximate  of  the  average  yiddper 
acre,  this  seasou,  of  the  flax  crop  in  Ireland. 

Resolutions  were  passed  confirming  the  sevend  loans  to 
scutch-mills  alluded  to  in  the  report,  and  a  cheque  was  signed 
in  payment    of   grants  to  scutch-mills,  sanctioned  at   the 

5 resent  meeting,  and  alsQ  at  the  meeting  held  on  the  21st 
nlylast. 
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THE   NEW  BEGULATIONS   FOB  THE    INSUBANCE   OF   FARMING  STOCK. 


[The  following  U  a  fall  report  of  the  meeting,  of  which  we 

hate  already  giten  the  chief  pointej 

A  meeting  of  the  Norfolk  Chamher  of  Agriooltare  wae  held 

at  Norwich,  Mr.  C.  S.  Head,  M.P.,  the  Prerident,  in  the  chair. 

The  Chairman  called  upon  Mr.  T,  Brown  to  open  the 

diicnnion.  .    . 

Mr.  Brown  laid :  Donbtiesa  many  of  yon  hate  received  a 
cirenlar  from  the  directors  of  the  office  in  which  yon  inMire 
yonr  property  against  fire — a  circular  that  with  kind,  almost 
paternal  care,  instructs  you  as  to  the  amoont  at  which  tou  must 
insun  your  property  and  how  you  shall  insnre  it.  Perhaps  I 
had  better  read  one  of  the  circnlars,  but  before  doing  so,  T 
would  notice  the  capricious  manner  in  which  the^  hate  been 
issued.  Say  there  are  four  farmers  in  a  Tillage ;  in  one  case 
three  out  of  the  four  shall  have  received  a  cirenlar ;  in  another 
two  of  the  four  shall  hate  received  one;  and  in  a  third  case 
but  one  of  the  four.  I  know  an  instance  of  three  brothers, 
two  living  in  one  parish  and  the  other  in  the  parish  adjoining; 
all  insure  in  the  same  office,  through  the  same  agent ;  one  has 
received  a  circular  and  the  other  two  have  not.  Again,  some 
persons  received  the  circular  quite  three  weeks  ago,  others  but 
a  day  or  two  since,  and  many  others  have  not  received  one  at 
all  I  will  not  trust  mvself  to  speak  of  the  shortnen  of  the 
notice,  but  will  now  read  the  precious  document : 
"  Norwich  Union  Fire  Insurance  Society, 

Sun^-street,  Nonrich,  16th  Aujfust,  1870. 
"  DxAX  Sib,— The  continuous  bad  results  of  mrming  stock 
business  have  led  the  Fire  Insurance  Offices  to  consider  how 
far  they  may  be  obviated  by  increasing  the  amount  of  the  in- 
surance to  tne  value,  and  by  ceasing  toe  practioe  of  grouping 
in  one  or  two  sums  so  many  different  objects  of  insurance. 
The  result  of  the  deliberation  is,  that  the  offices  have  all  agreed 
only  to  renew  their  farming  stock  policies  on  the  understanding 
that  if  a  fire  occurs,  and  it  turns  out  that  a  farmer  is  not  in- 
sured np  to  three-fourths  of  the  then  value  of  his  aarieultural 
produce,  the  office  will  be  only  liable  to  make  good  such  pro- 
portion of  the  damage  as  the  sum  insured  bears  to  the  full 
value.  In  your  case  if  the  amount  vou  now  insure  proves 
equal  to  three-fourths  of  the  entire  value,  the  condition  will 
not  apply ;  but  if  you  consider  the  amount  is  below  three- 
fourths,  you  will  please  yourself  whether  you  increase  your  in- 
surance,  or  prefer  a  settlement  (in  the  event  of  loss)  under  the 
above  conditions  of  proportion. 

"  In  future  you  will  find  the  notice  duly  incorporated  in 
your  receipt. 

"  With  regard  to  the  insurance  of  different  items  of  risk  in 
one  sum,  the  office  has  decided  in  all  new  policies  to  divide  the 
insurance  into  three  heads,  vis. : 
"  I.  Agricultural  produce,  indnsive  of  growing  crops,  also 
hops,  seeds,  roots,  fruit,  wool,  cheese,  cider,  artfieial  and 
other  food  for  cattle,  and  manures,  ^wn  on,  or  to  be 
used  upon  the  furm,  but  not  indudmg  hops  and  grain 
undergoing  any  process  of  drving. 
**  2.  Implements  and  utensils  ot  husbandry  worked  by  hand 
or  horse-power,  only  on  the  said  farm,  for  which  not  more 
than  £40  shall  be  paid  for  loss  on  any  one  article,  unless 
especially  mentioned. 
**  3.  Live  stock  on  the  said  farm,  for  which  not  mora  than 
£40  shall  be  paid  for  loss  on  any  one  animal,  unless  spe- 
cially mentioned. 
**  No  increase  of  rate  is  proposed  by  the  offices,  except  un- 
der special  circumstances. 

"  I  am,  dear  sir,  yonrs  truly 

**  Samuel  Biomold,  Secretary.'* 
Fearful  that  we  should  not  quite  understand  the  cironlar,  they 
have  been  kind  enough  to  explain  it  for  us  in  a  memorandum : 
"  Every  policy  under  which  agricultural  produce  and  farm- 
ings tock  are  insured,  will  hereafter  be  subject  to  the  following 
special  condition : 

"  If  the  sum  insured  on  agricultural  produce,  either  sepa- 
rately or  in  one  amount  with  other  proper^,  shall,  at  the 
breaking  ont  of  a  fire,  be  less  than  three-fourtns  of  the  value 


of  aU  the  property  insued  in  that  amount,  then  this  CompsBr 
shall  be  liable  only  fbr  such  a  proportion  of  the  lo«  mfttasi 
as  the  sum  so  insund  shall  bear  to  the  total  value  of  all  the 
propertf  to  which  such  sum  applies.*' 
Then  they  give  us  an  iUuatration : 

"  A  farmer  insures  his  agricultural  prodnee  andnmisg 
stock  for  £300,  and  at  the  brwJdnff  out  of  a  ftrethevalMrf 
the  proper^  amonnU  to  £400,  the  sum  insured,  therefore, 
being  thiee-fourths  the  value  of  the  property,  the  wbdeutosBt 
of  loss  up  to  £300  will  be  payable.  ^  _ 

*•  Bntif  the  value  of  the  property  be  over  £400,  say  £500. 
then  the  office  willonly  pay  such  proportion  of  the  loss  h  the 
sum  insured  bears  to  the  value  of  the  property,  vis.,  tim- 
fi.ths ;  and  similarly  in  anv  other  case  whoe  the  saminsnredu 
less  than  thiee-fourths  the  value  of  the  property  at  the  tiw 
of  fire." 

That  U  to  say,  if  a  person  insures  for  £1,000,  the  valoeof  kii 
property  when  a  fire  occnra  being  £3,000,  ahould  he  nutsu  a 
loss  of  £600  the  office  wiU  only  pay  £200.  Tb  fiizther  Olii. 
trate  the  matter.  We  will  suppoaethat  the  insured oceapia  a 
farm  of  1,000  acres  of  average  land.  The  value  of  kii  pro- 
perty when  he  insures  will  probably  he  about  £8,000.  To 
entitle  bim  to  recover  from  the  insurance  office  the  fell  asMMmt 
of  bss  he  may  sustain  by  fire  he  must  inaure  to  the  smonat  of 
three-fourths'  of  the  value  of  such  property— that  is.  £6,000. 
If  he  insures  for  £4,000,  he  wiU  be  entitled  to  but  one-hslfhtt 
loss ;  if  for  £2,000,  he  wiU  be  entitled  to  but  one-finirth.  1 
now  proceed  to  analyse  the  £8,000.  I  wiU  aasnme  the  rahe 
of  the  corn  and  hay  crop  to  be  £4^000;  the  vakeofthelBpl^ 
meats  and  utensils  of  husbandry,  exclusive  of  steam  maehioeiy, 
to  be  £600;  and  that  of  the  hve  stock  to  be  £3,400.  A^, 
I  will  assume  that  the  value  of  the  sheep  on  neh  a  bm 
amounts  to  £2,000.  Now,  the  risk  of  loss  from  fire  on  iheep 
is  next  to  nothing;  therefore  that  itemof  one-fouthiujbe 
fiurly  struck  off.  The  risk  of  loss  from  fira  on  the  horses,  csttk, 
and  implements  may  be  represented  by  £1,000 ;  therefore  the 
total  risk  by  the  office  would  be  £5,000.  Now,if  8adibe,Ml 
believe  it  to  be,  a  fhir  representation,  are  we  to  be  told  tbt 
to  entitle  such  an  insunid  person  to  recover  the  full ^mivAd 


tellyouwhy.    I  have  shown  that  the  risk  of  fire  at  the  tine 


of  insurance  only  amounU  to  £5,000 ;  before  Cbrittmsstbt 
risk  wiU  be  reduced  at  least  one-third— say  to  £3,000  J^T 
Lady-day  it  wiU  be  reduced  three- fourths-say  to  £1,(X»; 
and  by  the  1st  of  June,  just  before  the  hay  crop  is  secsnd,  it 
wiU  probably  be  reduced  to  £500.  Therefore,  an  iBsnisooeof 
£2,000  would  represent  more  than  the  average  risk,  sad  jet 
we  are  informed  that  to  entitle  such  an  insured  jwisoa  to  r^ 
cover  the  full  amount  of  any  loss  he  may  sustain  bv  w» 
must  insnre  for  £6,000.  Note  the  moderatioa  of  tkeie  di- 
rectors—they  don't  propose  any  increase  of  the  rate  of  lanr- 
anoe :  they  only  say  that  in  the  case  which  I  havesMisfld. 
and  in  which  I  think  I  have  shovm  that  an  iofarssoeo^ 
£2,000  is  ample— that  you  must  insure  for  £6,000,  thjMWMl 
of  premium  payable  at  the  present  rate  being  on  £2,000,  id, 
and  that  on  £6,000  being  £15— an  increase  of  on|r  800  pa 
oenti  I  would  ask  who  are  these  directors?  Are  the j  geatte- 
men  versed  in  the  law,  are  they  merchants,  are  they  n^°^ 
turers,  are  they  brewers,  are  they  persons  oonveissat «» 
agricultural  aflaim,  or  are  they  gods,  that  they  thos  wi  ttor 
mandates  P  I  very  much  mistake  vou,  gentlemen,  if  jo«^ 
submit  to,  if  you  vrill  not  spurn,  such  arrogant  dictation,  a^ 
I  am  told,  and  that  by  an  intelligent  and  much  '""PJ"'^ 
of  an  insurance  office  in  this  county,  that  these  direooB  » 
not  mean  what  they  say,  that  they  only  mean  their  cutsiw" 
apply  to  agriculturel  produce— that  is,  to  the  haj  and  con 
crop.  I  am  afraid  the  dictum  of  thU  pjenUenaa  wiU»^ 
hold  good  in  a  court  of  law— but  suppoeine  him  to  w^^T 
in  his  reading,  all  I  desire  to  say  is  that  it  is  a  pi^tA^^' 
rectors  did  not  attend  school  long  enough  to  eaaWe  tMS 
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explMn  their  meeting.  I  weU  recollect  these  directon— these 
vonld-be  dictaton— inning  an  iattniGtion  to  their 
agenti  to  the  following  effeet:  That  ftteam  ma- 
chineiy  mwt  at  the  time  of  innuranoe  be  inaored 
to  ita  fhll  Talne,  and  that  snch  inraranee  moit  be 
r^nood  yearly  twenty  per  oent.,  that  is,  if  the  valae 
of  such  machinery  was  £300»  it  most  first  be  insored  to  that 
UDoont ;  the  seooq^  year  the  iniaranoe  was  to  be  £240,  the 
third  year  £180,  the  fonith  £120,  the  fifth  £60,  and  the  fol. 
lowing  year  it  would  be  nninsnrahle,  althongh  the  machinaiy, 
ifkeptingood  repair, mi^ht  be  nearly  as  Talnable aa when 
first  msmed.  Now  it  stnkes  me  that  the  inatmetions  which 
many  of  as  have  reoeiTed  betrays  the  same  degree  of  arrogance 
and  incapacity  as  the  oirenlar  to  which  I  have  just  alhided. 
These  directors  say  that  the  insorance  on  farming  stock  does 
notpav.  If  that  statement  is  correct,  and  I  will  aasome  that 
it  ia,  althooj^h  a  short  time  since  they  gave  as  a  bonus  on  snch 
inaoranoe— if  soch  statement  ia  correct,  then  I  say  their  legi- 
temate  coone  is  either  to  increase  the  rate  of  snch  insurances 
generally,  or,  what  woold  be  a  far  better  oouie,  to  vary  the 
rate  according  to  the  risk.  Now  the  risk  on  a  farm,  say  in 
Weat  Norfolk,  where  the  com  is  stacked  in  the  field  on  which 
it  grows,  is  much  less  than  where  the  whole  com  crop  is 
o^Iected  in  a  stackyard,  aa  it  is  in  some  of  the  fen  districts. 
Tharefore,  I  say,  accordini^  to  the  risk  so  let  the  insurance  be. 
In  tme,  I  say  to  these  directors  vary  yonr  rate  of  insurance, 
increase  your  rate  if  the  present  rate  does  not  pay,  but  don't 
attempt  to  dictate  to  us  how  much  we  shall  insure,  or  how  we 
ahall  insure  it.  Well,  I  have  said  that  aa  this  sabrject  re- 
quired but  little  explanation,  so  it  appeared  to  me  that  our 
eoarse  of  action  respecting  it  was  phun  and  unmistakeable. 
That  course  I  take  to  be,  in  the  first  instance,  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee.  Should  yon  agree  with  that  course, 
and  I  beliere  you  will,  1  presume  the  first  step  such  committee 
would  take  would  be  to  seek  an  interview  with  the  directors 
of  the  Norwich  Union  Fire  Office,  they  holding,  I  belif.ve,  the 
largest  amount  of  iniurancea  of  fanning  stodc  of  any  office  in 
the  kingdom.  If  at  such  interview  your  committee  should 
fiadl  to  convince  these  directors  of  the  error  of  their  ways,  then 
I  auppose  your  committee  would  counsel  you  to  start  an  in- 
sorance comity  of  your  own.  Much  aa  I  dislike  companies 
of  any  kind,  m  snch  a  case  I  shall  be  prepared,  and  I  hereby 
pledge  myself  to  take  a  full  proportion  of  shares  according  to 
my  means.  Mr.  Brown  concluded  l^  moving  the  following  reso- 
lation :  **  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to  tiJ» 
snch  action  in  the  matter  of  the  new  Fire  insurance  Begu- 
lationa  as  they  may  deem  neeessair.*' 

tfr.  W.  f LATT,  who  seconded  the  motion,  said  he  oon- 
aidered  that  Mr.  Brown  had  exhausted  the  sulgect,  and  ex- 

Sreased  hit  concurrence  in  Mr.  Brown's  protest  against  the 
mnera  bong  dictated  to  in  the  matter  of  how  they  should 
inaare  their  produce,  what  amount  they  should  put  upon  it, 
or  anything  of  the  kind.  If  the  insurance  on  farming  pro- 
duce did  not  pay  the  offices— of  course  no  man  took  business 
unless  it  paid  him,  though  farmers  nnfortunatrly  did  so  some- 
times— let  the  rates  be  raised,  for  that  was  the  fair  way  of 
proceeding.  In  West  Norfolk,  where  he  residMl,  com  was 
never  found  stacked  anywhere  but  where  it  was  grown,  and 
if  a  man  insured  for  three-fourths  at  the  commencement  of 
the  harvest,  or  when  his  gnin  was  stacked,  it  miffht  be  fair 
and  proper  to  take  an  averags,  for  the  farmer  woula  be  fiurly 
insured,  and  the  offices  ought  to  be  satisfied.  Farmers  could 
not  shut  their  eyes  to  the  fact  of  this  being  a  business  tran- 
saction ;  and  if  the  offices  said :  "  We  won't  have  you,"  then 
as  a  matter  of  course  they  must  attend  to  their  own  interest, 
and  do  the  best  they  could.  Mr.  Flatt  trusted  that  the 
direeton  of  the  fire  offices  would  yet  see  the  error  of  their 
ways,  retrace  their  steps,  and  so  put  tiie  fiurmers  into  a  fiur 
pontion. 

Mr.  C.  £.  BiGzroLD  said  that  the  directors  of  the  Norwich 
Union  Fire  Office  would  be  the  last  ^rsons  to  oppose  lir. 
Brown's  resolution,  because  it  was  their  wish  to  have  an  ami- 
cable understanding  with  the  fiurmers,  not  only  of  Norfolk, 
but  throughout  the  kingdom.  While  regretting  that  there 
was  not  one  of  the  directors  present  to  explain  the  matter, 
Mr.  Bignold  said  he  was  certain  that  if  tlie  resolution  were 
agreed  to  and  a  deputation  of  five  gentlemen  appointed  to  wait 
upon  the  directors  of  the  Norwich  Union  Office,  that  that 
body  would  endeavour,  as  far  as  possible,  to  meet  their  views 
to  the  extent  they  were  able.    But  it  most  be  remembered 


£ 


r 


that  the  resolutions  combined  in  the  circular  were  not  those  of 
the  Norwich  Union  Office  alone— they  were  the  resolutions  of 
aQ  the  offices  throughout  the  kingdom,  founded  on  facts  which 
Mr.  Brown  himself  could  not  gainsay.  A  statement  of  ten 
years*  working  of  all  the  fire  offices  in  England  showed  for 
the  first  five  years  a  bare  profit,  and  for  the  last  five  years  a 
positive  loss,  and  that  throughout  the  whole  country.  What 
ooune  could  the  offices  adopt  except  either  raisins  the  rete. 
and  that  largely,  or  to  see  that  the  fiurmers  generally — he  did 
not  say  those  round  about  them — ^were  insnrra  more  closely  up 
to  the  value.  It  was  proposed  to  raise  the  rate.  That  was 
carried  with  but  two  dissentients — two  large  offioes^so  it  was 
felt  that  as  the  offices  generally  would  not  one  and  all  raise 
the  rate,  that  point  must  be  dropped.  The  other  point  was 
then  considered,  and  it  was  the  most  essential.  Time  was 
when  fanning  stock  was  insured  at  Is.  6d.  per  cent  The  rate 
then  went  up  to  2s.,  Ss.,  and  4s.  Ten  years  ago,  in  1859,  the 
rete  was  raised  to  6s.  In  each  case,  it  would  be  observed,  the 
rate  was  raised  because  the  previous  rate  had  not  paid.  Tliere 
must  be  something  wrong,  then,  in  the  mode  of  conducting 
the  business,  and,  in  inserting  the  aveiage  clause,  the  offices 
were  endeavouring,  if  they  could,  to  place  the  business  on  a 
fairer  basis.  Mr.  Brown  had  said  that  the  office  asked  him  to 
insure  on  the  supposition  that  hia  stock  was  worth  £8,000. 
Now  Mr.  Brown  had  made  a  great  mistaJce  in  his  figures.  If 
Mr.  Brown's  whole  stock  were  worth  £8,000,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  3-4ths  the  value  on  his  agricultural  produce, 
he  must  deduct  £2,000  the  value  of  his  sheep,  and  £1,000  the 
value  of  his  horses  and  implements,  as  on  tnese  he  had  the 
option  of  insuring  any  sum  he  liked,  without  the  average 
disuse  being  enforced— but  with  regard  to  the  remaining 
£6,000  he  must  be  covered  up  to  3-4th  its  value,  unless  he 

efiBRed  his  loss  being  settlea  under  conditions  of  proportion. 

r.  Brown  himself  1ms  supplied  an  argument :  he  says,  **  I 
stack  in  tbe  fields,  and  therefore  I  cannot  lose  more  than  £2,000 
by  anv  fire."  But  were  the  offices  for  a  premium  on  £2.000 
to  unoertake  a  risk  in  a  half  a  dozen  places  P  that  would  be 
palpably  unjust. 

Mr.  BBOwn :  I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  BiONOLD :  Yon  said  it  was  so  in  West  Norfolk  par- 
ticularly. All  the  offices  asked  was  that  gentlemen  should 
insure  up  to  such  a  fair  value  as  would  pay  them.  The  diree- 
ton of  tne  Norwich  Union  could  show  them— he  did  not  feel 
justified  in  doing  it— that  the  farming  stock  business  had  cost 
the  proprietors  during  the  last  ten  years  £i,000  a  year — 
£4,000  a  year  had  they  paid  more  than  they  had  received.  It 
thcorefore  stood  to  reason  that  something  must  be  done,  and 
what  had  been  done  he  hoped  was  only  fiur  and  right.  On 
reading  the  oirenlar  put  before  the  Chamber  he  could  not  see 
how  it  said  that  larmen  must  insure  3-4ths  on  all  their 
poperty,  if  it  were  divided.  It  said, "  The  result  of  the  de- 
liberation ii,  that  tbe  offices  have  all  agreed  only  to  renew 
their  farming  stock  policies  on  the  understanding  that  if  a  fire 
occurs,  and  it  turns  out  that  a  farmer  is  not  insnied  up  to 
S-4ths  of  the  then  value  of  his  agricnltunl  produce,  the 
office  will  only  be  liable  to  make  good  such  a  proportion  of 
the  damase  as  the  sum  insured  bears  to  the  full  value."  How 
did  Mr.  Brown  from  that  arrive  at  his  condnsionP 

Mr.  Bboww  :  I  am  not  bound  to  find  the  English. 

Mr.  BioiroLD :  But  I  have  found  the  English.  It  does  not 
say  a  word  about  implements  and  utensils  in  husbandry ;  it 
says  especially,  "agricultural  produce."  I  trust  that  objection 
is  sufficiently  explained.  Mr.  Bignold  again  said  that,  with 
regard  to  insurance  on  live  stock,  every  farmer  could  do  as  he 
pleased  in  the  amount  he  placed  upon  it.  Some  gentlemen 
made  a  mistime  in  supposing  that  there  was  no  risk  upon  live 
stock.  This  year  the  Norwich  Union  must  have  paid  200 
different  claims  for  losses  of  live  stock  by  lightning ;  some- 
times  the  amounts  were  £60,  £60,  or  £70,  tnough  the  ma- 
joritv  of  them  were  not  of  course  more  than  i£20.  On  the 
whole,  this  fact  showed  that  there  was  a  certain  amount  of 
hA  in  live  stock.  Mr.  Bignold  regretted  that  Mr.  Brown 
had  to  complain  that  insuren  in  his  district  had  not  received 
their  circulars ;  that  was  the  fault  of  the  agents  to  whom  they 
had  been  sent  to  distribute,  and  then  expressed  his  readiness 
to  answer  any  questionss. 

Mr.  R.  England:  The  offices  do  not  require  thrpe-fourths 
of  the  value  of  the  live  stock  to  be  insured  r 

Mr.  BiGMOLD :  Unless  you  insure  it  in  one  sum  with  your 
agricultural  produce. 
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Mr.  En OLJLNi) :  Yoa  an  ki  libttty  lo  iuran  in  ny  amoiut 
yon  please  on  implements  and  life  stock  F 

BIr.  BiGNOLD :  Yes ;  any  amoont. 

Mr.  England  :  And  yoa  only  ask  for  three-fonithi  of  the 
Talne  of  farm  produce,  hay  and  com  ? 

MrBiONOLD:  Certainly. 

Mr.  England  :  From  some  oonTenation  I  hare  heard  I 
was  sure  there  was  some  misapprehension  on  this  snbrjeet ; 
and  I  am  glad  that  Mr.  Bignom  has  been  idile  to  explain  the 
matter  to  as,  for  I  think  he  has  withdrawn  a  great  part  of  the 
objection  which  farmers  had  to  it. 

Mr.  R.  SxiTH  inqaired  whether  "  agrienltaral  prodnce," 
inclading  growing  crops,  was  meant  to  embrace  roots. 

Mr.  BioNOLD  said  most  nndeniably  they  wereprodnee. 
The  Norwich  and  San  Offices  were  fiur  more  liberal  than  any 
of  the  others  in  their  payments  for  losses  on  growing  crops. 
The  Norwich  Union  certainly  wonld  not  take  root  crops  and 
yoang  wheat  intoconsiderationat  the  insurance  on  three-ronrths 
Talue,  and  it  was  optional  for  a  farmer  to  strike  oat  the  words 
so  that  growing  crops  should  not  be  cotered.  He  considered 
it  was  rather  liberal  on  the  part  of  the  offices  than  otherwise. 

Mr.  Smith  said  while  the  words  remained  the  insarance 
must  naturally  be  held  in  a  court  of  jnstice  to  indnde  roots ; 
therefore  they  would  come  in  as  a  proportion  of  the  value  of 
the  produce  of  the  farm.  Unless  ''roots**  are  entirely  struck 
ont  any  office  might  say  to  the  farmer  that  the  insnranoe 
included  the  value  of  his  roots  as  well  ai  that  of  his  com. 

Mr.  BiQNoLD :  Strike  out  the  words. 

Mr.  Brown  :  That  won*t  bind  the  other  offices. 

Mr.  BiGNOLD:  But  it  would  bind  ours.  There  are  very 
few  offices  which  pay  for  growing  crops  at  all. 

Mr.  Smith:  Is  artificial  food  for  cattle  intended  to  be 
included? 

Mr.  BiGNOLD :  I  think  decidedly  that  that  is  agncnltnral 
produce,  and  I  do  not  see  why  yon  should  not  insure  it  up  to 
a  fair  amount  of  value. 

Mr.  Smith  :  I  do  not  think  yon  can  find  a  single  instance 
were  danger  arises  npon  a  farm  from  artificial  fooa  for  cattle 
as  in  the  case  of  hay. 

Mr.  BiGNOLD :  If  yoa  had  your  bams  and  warehonses 
burnt  down  you  would  find^-— 

Mr.  Smith  (interposing) :  But  we  do  not  keep  artificial  food 
in  those  places.  It  seems  that  for  the  sake  of  our  com  and 
hay  those  things  are  to  be  added  in.  We  might  have  £200 
worth  of  cake,  which  wonld  be  no  risk. 

Mr.  BiGNOLD :  It  would,  if  there  was  a  fire. 

Mr.  Smith  :  That  £200  worth  of  cake  would  be  added  to 
the  value,  and  we  would  have  to  pay  a  premium  upon  it  just 
to  make  as  safe  with  our  growing  crops  which,  perhaps,  may 
be  hay  and  turnips. 

Mr.  BiGNOLD :  Ton  have  the  opportunity  of  not  being 
insured  for  it.  If  you  wish  to  be  covered  tor  it  it  is  only 
right  you  should  be  insured  up  to  a  fair  proportionate  value. 

Mr.  Smith  :  It  is  verv  certain  that  as  soon  as  harvest  is 
over  and  we  begin  to  thrash  our  corn  we  roduce  the  risk  to 
the  office  very  materially,  and  in  the  course  of  three  months 
the  risk  is  not  more  than  one  fourth  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  BiGNOLD :  Would  you  mind  stating  to  tiie  meeting  the 
case  you  put  f o  me  outside. 

Mr.  Smith  :  What  was  thatP 

Mr.  BiGNOLD :  Ton  said  supposing  that  you  had  value  to 
the  amonnt  of  £2,000  at  harvest  time  and  yon  did  not  choose 
to  insure  for  three-fourths  of  that  value ;  and  that  you  insured 
for  £1,000,  and  in  the  course  of  two  months'  time  yoa  had 
only  £1,000  value  instead  of  £2,000.  Would  you  receive  on 
the  full  amount  P  I  say  **  Yes,**  because  at  the  time  the  fira 
broke  oat  you  were  fully  insured — even  more  than  three- 
fourths  ;  but  until  the  fire  occurred  you  ran  the  risk  to  the 
same  extent  yonrself.  But  that  was  optional,  Mr.  Bignold 
then  remarked  that  fiEurmers  thought  they  were  being  treated 
differently  to  any  other  class.  There  was  not  an  insurance  on 
the  books  of  any  insurance  office  extendinff  ever  more  than 
one  pkoe,  withoat  the  average  clause  being  inserted— what  he 
might  be  allowed  to  call  a  pure  and  simple  average  clause. 
If  the  amonnt  insured  was  equal  to  the  {nil  value  the  danse 
did  not  apply,  but  if  a  man  insured  for  £19,000  what  was 
worth  £20,000  he  was  his  own  insurer  for  the  remaining  20th 
as  he  had  insured  for  only  I9.20ths.  The  insurance  offices  gave 
farmers  the  boon  of  insuring  up  to  three-fourths  of  the  vine, 
while  everyone  else  most  be  iniued  np  tothe  fall  value- 


therefore,  the  hrmm  had  iA  adn&iaga  of  S6  p«  eni. 
granted  them. 

Mr.  HowiBD  Tatlob  said  it  teemed  to  him  that  the  oica 
had  been  endeavooiing  in  this  drcalar  to  carry  out  a  reform 
which  was  abaolntely  pecnnianly  neocHaiy  to  them;  ssi 
there  eonld  be  no  donbt  m  the  mind  of  any  one  who  had  it  all 
acquainted  himielf  with  the  very  eleBsnta  of  fin  insoisnfl^ 
that  the  formera  had  np  to  the  present  time  had  escepdoail 
advantagea  in  inanranoe.  Bat  if  that  were  so,  he  eoold  aot 
see  why  the  offices  should  eanie  all  those  exeeptknal  sdm- 
tages  to  be  transformed  in  futon  into  exeeplMmil  dissdm- 
tagee.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  offices  had  endsavoncd  to 
carry  ont  an  equil  reform,  but  had  not  done  so  in  a  sstii£»> 
tory  manner.  The  main  diitinetion  between  the  inpirtaee  of 
house  property  and  agricultural  prodoee  was  that  ia  the  osa 
case  there  was  a  constant  value,  and  in  the  other  a  niiaUs 
value.  If  a  person  did  not  insure  his  house  up  to  the  fiH 
value,  he  knew  that  for  the  diffiBrenoe  between  the  insensee 
and  the  value  he  stood  at  his  own  risk ;  but  when  apenos 
insured  his  occupation,  it  was  for  a  different  valne  vnrj  d^ 
in  the  year ;  ana  therefore  it  was  imposnble  for  him  to  imr« 
tain  directly  what  would  be  the  value  of  the  agrieottoral  pio< 
dace  in  any  particular  day  in  twelve  months.  In  lookiiic  it 
the  alteration  suggested  by  the  offices,  it  would  be  leea  tlot, 
in  order  for  a  person  to  bring  htmadf  within  the  benefits  « 
complete  and  entire  insuranoe,  he  must  be  insored  ap  to  tl» 
value  of  three-fourths  of  the  agricultural  prodoee  at  a  tint 
when  a  fire  took  phice.  It  was  not  three-fourths  of  the  tfer- 
am  value  of  a  farm  during  the  year,  but  it  was  three^oaitb 
of  the  value  when  a  fire  occurred.  Therefore,  in  order  that 
the  insurer  should  secure  for  himself  the  advantages  of  thit 
insarance,  he  must  keep  his  premium  up  to  themssBBU 
value  of  his  property  at  any  time  in  the  year.  Then  wis 
another  point  in  which  the  offices  appeared  to  have  labjected 
theinsuren  to  exceptional  diaadvantagea.  Theysudtotb 
farmer,  **  You  must  insure  in  three-fourths  of  yoor  exiitiB; 
value"— that  was  what  they  intended—."  but,"  they  alio  nid, 
"  if  you  are  not  insored  np  to  three-fourtha  of  the  valne  tt  the 
time  a  fire  breaks  ont,  the  sum  you  shall  receive  shall  be  is 
proportion  to  the  total  value  of  the  insured  property."  Tbct^ 
again,  the  farmers  would  be  subjected  to  a  disadvantage  in  tte 
calculation  of  the  amount  to  be  paid  as  oompenaatioa.  It 
therefore  seemed  to  him  that  the  ckun  in  the  drculsr  had 
been  framed  without  a  due  consideration  of  the  ^nn'ibl^mM 
attending  agricultural  produce.  If  the  oommittae  pnpon 
waited  npon  the  directors  of  the  Norwich  Unkn,  whim 
course  woidd  no  doubt  have  »  cemmMiding  inflaeaee  spos 
other  offices,  and  pointed  out  thu  matter  clearly,  it  voaU  be 
almost  impossible  for  them  to  maintain  the  position  they  hsi 
assumed.  Although  tiiey  were  fomiliar  with  qNciie  pn* 
perty,  they  were  not  so  well  acquainted  with  that  whidi  ns 
variable.  . 

Mr.  BiONOLD  said  there  wen  three  formers  oi  the  bosri 
of  directors  of  the  Norwich  Union,  so  the  thing  *»*  ***  *2 
done  withoat  the  advice  of  practical  men.  He  shonH  be  oad 
if  Mr.  Howard  Taylor  would  explain  how  formers  hsdbao 
treated  in  an  exceptional  manner.  If  a  merchant  insoied  mH 
of  cotton  in  warehouses  at  Liverpool,  he  had  tojoao sndff 
the  average  clause:  and  cotton,  surely,  had  a  diffenntTalaa 
at  different  times  m  the  year,  just  the  aome  as  con.  Nuy 
different  species  of  merehandise  varied  more  than  eoni.  S* 
fanner  insured  at  Michaelmas— and  that  was  a  general  tkin^ 
he  was  almost  certain  to  be  insured  for  three-foorths  dsn« 
the  whole  year;  and  the  Norwich  Union  Office^  if  it  Iw 
tiiat  a  former  had  endeavoured  to  the  beat  of  his  aUli^  to  to 
covered  up  to  three-fourths  the  value,  would  not  take  snj  a«* 
vantage  of  him  if  he  happened  to  he  a  trifle  under. 

Mr.  J.  EVERITT  said  that  he  was  a  shareholder  in  the  w 
wich  Union  Fire  Office ;  but^  at  the  aame  time,  he  had  s  line 
capital  invested  in  the  soil ;  and  therefore  it  would  be  a  sawdtt 
act  if  he  were  to  offer  any  observations  whidi  wsw  «*«JJJJ 
to  depreciate  or  to  do  harm  to  the  agricultural  intaest  of  tw 
coun&y.  Taking  a  common  sense,  commercial  «■•  •J^™' 
matter,  it  was  absurd  to  suppose  that  a  large  oftae  hketia 
Norwich  Union,  or  any  other  office  in  the  Idngdon,  «*?JJj2 
on  ad  inJtMiium,  incurring  oonaiderahle  kM  I7  one  **«VJ* 
of  msurance.  There  was  a  oonaidenble  risk  on  all  pnpo?  i 
but  he  contended  that  there  was  greater  risk  upon  ftrausfF^ 
dace,  it  being  exposed  to  the  dangen  of  h^tnag  aitf  n«^ 
diariam.   There  was  •  time  when  foaifol  toases  were  tha  w»« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  PAEMEE'S  MAGAZINE, 


405 


of  the  Utier  eaiue.  Then,  again,  tliey  wera  exposed  to  the 
caretemieu  of  their  aerrants ;  the  eooiamptioii  of  tobacco  had 
increased  tenfold,  and  almost  evezy  farm  boy  had  now  a  pipe 
in  his  month,  farther,  he  beHeved  that  he  was  stating  a  fact 
when  he  said  that  one  of  the  greatest  losses  from  fires  arose 
from  children  innocently  plaTing  with  lucifer  matches.  Having 
looked  at  the  question  carefally,  as  a  practical  man,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  insoianoe  office  was  asking  nothing  nnzea- 
sonable  in  fixing  the  rate  of  insnrance  forthe  whole  prodace 
of  the  farm  at  Ss.  per  cent.  Perhaps  three-fonrths  was  rather 
abore  the  Talne ;  pat,  as  the  directors  were  men  of  inteUi- 
genoe  and  moderation,  he  had  no  doabt  a  coarse  would  be 
snggcsted  whieh  woold  meet  the  views  of  the  directors  and  of 
the  agricoltoral  body  in  general. 

Mr.  F.  Clowes  wished  to  ask  Captain  Bignold  whether,  as 
the  repieieiitative  of  the  Norwich  Union  Office,  he  was  able  to 
give  them  any  pledge  as  to  what  wonld  be  the  fatnre  coarse 
with  regard  to  the  areolar  P  lie  apprehended  that  the  cir- 
cnlar  waa  not  the  dictom  of  the  Norwich  Union,  bat  of  many 
efficeaP 

Mr.  BiQNOLD :  Precisely. 

Mr.  Clowxs  :  Therefore  nothing  could  be  come  to  nntil 
another  meeting  of  that  association  in  London,  where  the 
oflioes  met  and  oonooeted  and  contrived  the  means  of  pro« 
teeting  the  oommnnity  by  fixing  the  rates  of  insurances, 
when,  a  hw  years  ago,  he  was  the  director  of  a  fire  office,  he 
looked  particohirly  into  this  matter,  and  the  determination  he 
came  to  was  that  insnrances  upon  growing  crops  and  the 
prodace  of  the  Und  of  an  infiammable  nature  would  pay  at 
10b.  per  cent. ;  but  then  if  the  stacks  were  separated  about 
the  land  they  might  be  taken  at  another  rate.  Then,  looking 
at  the  cireukr,  he  saw  that  the  office  had  brought  into  three 
distinct  classes  not  only  the  produce  of  the  farm,  bat  what 
was  upon  the  farm.  Thev  might  keep  it  so.  In  taking  the 
prodace  of  a  farm  at  what  was  grown  and  harvested,  there 
was  a  danger  that  micht  be  taken  at  one  rate,  and  the  im- 
plements  and  live  stock  at  other  rates,  for  the  live  stock 
they  might  go  down  as  low  aa  Is.  6d.,  and  the  implements 
th^  might  take  at  something  like  Ss.  6d.,  and  the  other 
ranging  at  10s.,  separated  and  divided  where  the  stacks  were 
set  apart  Such  was  his  proposition  at  the  time.  It  was 
eommanicated  to  the  association  in  London,  but  thqr  ignored 
it;  still  he  thought  some  such  arrangement  was  desirable. 
Anyhow,  let  them  nt  rid  of  the  average  dause,  and  have  a 
rate  which  should  be  satialaetorv  to  both  parties.  This  neat 
difilcol^  arose  here,  that  the  pohey  was  not  a  floating  pohqy ; 
it  was  a  fixed  poUcj  upon  the  &rm. 

Mr.  fiiesoLD :  It  floats  over  the  whole. 

Mr.CtowjM:  But  still  then  were  a  variety  of  risks,  and  if 
th^  were  separated  in  this  way  it  was  like  the  floating  policies 
which  were  taken  at  a  lower  rate.  Eor  instance,  in  the  iu- 
snrance  of  cotton  at  Liverpool  they  took  a  floating  policy  over 
the  whole. 

Mr.  BioNOU) :  At  a  shilluig  a  month. 

Mr.  Clowis:  And  some  for  a  good  deal  less. 

Mr.  BiasoLD:  No,  none;  many  higher. 

Mr,  Ctowis  thought  that  if  they  were  to  devise  some 
means  of  separating  the  produce  the  office  might  with  advan- 
tage take  a  higher  rate  upon  what  was  grown  and  harvested. 
He  did  not  mean  roots,  because  roots  would  take  no  mischief 
hat  what  would  bum.  They  might  then  cut  the  other  rates 
down,  and  he  was  sure  the  office  would  be  glad  to  insure  the 
live  stock  at  Is.  dd.  For  his  own  part  he  would  much  rather 
do  so  than  take  the  other  risk  at  10s.  He  hoped  the  oom- 
mittee  would  make  some  such  suggestion  as  this  to  the  office. 

Mr.  BioiTOLO  agreed  to  a  certain  extent  with  what  Mr. 
Clowes  had  said.  It  was  impossible  to  get  the  other  offices  in 
London  to  agree  to  what  he  had  stated.  One  of  the  things 
tried  ibr  was  that  if  there  was  not  a  certain  division  between 
every  stack  a  higher  rate  should  be  charged ;  bat  aa  two  other 
large  offices  woohl  not  agree  to  it  the  thing  could  not  be 
carried. 

The  Chaibxak  :  Would  the  Norwich  Union  Fire  Office 
take  the  insurance  on  agrienltural  produce  and  implements 
without  the  live  stock  on  the  fann  P 

Mr.  BiONOLD :  Certainly ;  bat  if  von  put  the  implements 
in  the  same  item  with  the  agricultural  produce  the  implements 
would  have  to  be  sulqeeted  to  three-fourths  of  the  value,  the 
some  as  the  prodace.  If  yon  look  at  the  dienlar  yon  will  see 
it  is  so :  **!!  the  iom  innued  on  agricmltural  prodace,  either 


separately  or  in  one  amount  with  other  property."  You  notice 
that  the  words  "  in  one  amount**  show  that  if  you  insure  £500 
on  dead  farming  stock  that  includes  agricultaral  produce  and 
implements. 

The  Chairman  :  I  do  not  think  Captain  Bignold  has  an- 
swered the  veiY  forcible  objection  raised  by  Mr.  Howard  Taylor. 
Mr.  Taylor  dia  not  say  a  word  about  the  price  of  our  agncul- 
tural  produce,  nor  did  he  say  a  word  about  the  quantity  we 
||^w.  Of  coarse  we  mast  have  new  policies  every  year,  that 
IS  certain.  Take  a  light  land  farmer  this  year ;  ms  crop  of 
wheat  is  perhaps  not  worth  £5.  I  hope  that  a  kind  ]^vi« 
dence  will  bless  him  so  next  year  that  it  will  be  worth  £10. 
Then,  Mr.  Howard  Taylor  really  put  the  matter  in  its  true 
light.  A  farmer,  directly  after  harvest,  has,  of  course,  an  im- 
mense amount  of  inflammable  stuff  npon  his  farm,  but  just 
before  the  hay  comes  into  the  stackyard  what  has  he  P  Hardly 
anything  besides  the  straw,  and  perhaps  a  bit  of  old  hay ; 
nothing  else  in  the  shape  of '*  agncaltural  produce."  There- 
fore it  is  very  difficult  in  properly  arriving  at  what  thev  are 
good  enough  to  call  "  three-fourths"  of  the  value.  I  think 
that  the  observations  made  by  Mr.  Everitt  about  smoking 
ought  to  receive  attention  in  this  Chamber,  and  that  the  subject 
is  worth}  of  more  consideration  than  has  been  given  to  it.  The 
careless  use  of  lucifer  matches  is  no  doubt  the  whole  cause  of  idl 
these  disturbances  betweox  the  insurance  offices  and  the  farmers. 
One  insurance  office  has  been  good  enough  to  send  me  a 
circuhir  in  which  it  savs  **  children  are  permitted  to  pUy  with 
lucifer  matches  in  rickyards.**  Why,  good  gracious  me  1  who 
permits  P  You  know  uiat  accidents  cannot  be  helped,  but  the 
careless  use  of  lucifer  matches  are  a  source  of  more  destructive 
flres  than  all  other  causes  put  tof^ther.  I  am  quite  sure  that 
Captain  Bignold  will  say  that  it  is  so  in  Norfolk ;  and  I  do 
think  that  one  point  which  onp^ht  to  be  considered  is  whether 
there  should  not  be  some  restriction  pat  upon  the  sale  of  those 
lucifer  matches  which  ignite  upon  anything.  There  is  a  safer 
kind  of  match,  which  ignites  only  on  the  box,  and  one  never 
hears  of  a  child  taking  a  whole  box  of  lucifer  matches  to  plaj 
with — and  if  they  were  used  I  believe  the  risk  would  be  maten- 
ally  diminished.  I  will  just  make  one  observation  farther— I 
particularly  object  to  the  way  in  which  this  circular  has  been 
put  before  us,  and  I  object  still  further  to  the  time.  This 
meeting  was  held  in  London  on  the  10th  of  May.  Our  poli- 
cies are  all  renewable  on  the  29th  September.  The  Norwich 
Union  Office  has  certainly  dated  their  letter  the  16th  August, 
but  some  of  us  have  not  yet  received  a  copy,  and  others  only 
received  one  in  the  coarse  of  this  week. 

A  M^ifn»Tt :  I  received  mine  this  week. 

Another  Mxmbb&:  I  have  not  received  mine  vet. 

The  Chaibman  :  Some  of  the  offices  in  London,  according 
to  a  letter  which  I  have,  say :  "  We  are  abont  to  inform  our 
agricultaral  friends  of  these  new  regulations."  I  may  tell  yon 
this :  I  was  a  director  of  an  Insurance  Company  in  London ; 
but  things  were  managed  in  such  a  very  nice  manner  that  I 
knew  nothing  about  tms  until  I  received  this  notice  firom  the 
Norwich  Union  Fire  Office  of  these  new  regulations.  I  need 
not  say  that  as  soon  as  I  saw  that,  I  resigned  my  seat  on  the 
Board,  because  I  did  not  wish  to  be  made  a  puppet  of,  nor  did 
I  wish  to  run  the  risk  of  being  had  up  before  the  Lord  liavor, 
and  committed  to  prison,  if  some  discontented  shareholder 
flnds  that  the  Sode^  does  not  flourish  quite  so  well  as  he  ex- 
pected. I  should  like  to  inquire  of  Captain  Bignold  whether 
it  is  the  insurer  who  has  to  ask  this  long  list  of  ooestions— 
eleven  in  all,  bat  they  are  compound  qnestions  which  would 
lead  to  aboat  80,  more  or  less— or  the  poor  unfbrtonate  agent  P 

Mr.  BiONOLD :  The  poor  unfortunate  aoent. 

The  Chaibmak  :  I  am  very  glad  indeed  that  the  fsnnen 
have  not  to  ask  them.  Some  of  those  questions  are  ridiculous. 
I  have  before  me  some  put  by  a  London  Office— ^e  Norwich 
Union  does  not  go  quite  that  length— and  one  is,  "  Is  the 
insurer  popular  with  his  labonrers  r' 

Mr.  BiONOLD :  That  is  a  very  material  point. 

The  Chubmait  :  Yon  will  next  have  this,  **If  a  mannfSu:- 
tnnr,  what  are  hii  politics,  and  is  he  popular  with  the  mob  P" 
Captain  Bignold  has  told  us  that  fire-insurance  does  not  pay. 

Mr.  BiONOLD :  Not  generally,  we  don*t  say  that. 

The  Chaibman  :  I  make  this  challenge  to  Captain  Bignold 
—and  I  have  pretty  good  authority  for  it— Fire  insurance  on 
fitrm  produce  in  Norfolk  does  pay.  I  do  not  say  that  it  does 
pay  aU  over  the  kingdom ;  but  I  say  that  it  does  pay  m  Nor- 
tbu,  and  I  challenge  the  directors  to  prove  that  it  does  not* 
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Why  should  we  b«  made  to  pay  for  the  ihortoomings  of  other 
eoantiee  P  There  was  a  time  when  there  wai  a  Taat  amount 
of  incendiarism  in  Norfolk.  Happily  that  time  has  sone  by ; 
bat  incendiarism  still  exists  to  a  certain  extent  in  otner  por- 
tions of  the  kingdom.  I  do  not  nj  a  word  abont  that, 
because  the  poor  formers  cannot  help  it  more  than  we  can. 
But  in  most  other  counties  the  whole  of  the  agricultural  pro- 
duce is  grouped  in  most  beautiful  fantastic  ricks  all  round  the 
premises.  The  «  Royal  Farmers"  Office  say,  «  We  hare  just 
had  to  pav  a  loss  in  which  there  were  27  stacks  destroyed." 
Now  I  will  ask  yon  whether  such  a  thing  as  that  could  by  any 
possibility  happen  in  the  largest  farm  in  Norfolk  P  Of  course 
it  could  not.  Therefore  I  say  that  we  in  Norfolk  ha? e  no 
right  to  bear  this  infliction,  but  that  CTeiybody  should  be  in- 
sured according  to  the  proportion  whidi  he  takes.  Let  us 
hate  Tarying  rates.  For  my  part,  I  have  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion that  nothing  shall  ever  insure  my  live  stock.  Mr. 
Clowes  says  he  would  insure  it  for  Is.  6d.  per  cent.  I  would 
not  insure  it  at  3d.  per  cent.  What  risk  is  there  P  Perhaps 
some  stupid  pig  may  run  his  nose  under  a  rick  and  get 
smothered ;  or  some  cocks  and  hens,  but  they  are  not  taken 
into  account,  I  believe 

Mr.  BiGNOLD :  There  would  be  some  cackling  if  they  were 
not  paid  for. 

Mr.  EviiUTT  :  What  abont  horses  iu  the  ease  of  fire  in  a 
stable  P 

The  Chairmaw  :  Well,  occasionally  you  may  have  a  horse 
destroyed.  Let  any  practical  farmer  go  round  his  premises  at 
Michaelmas  and  value  his  live  stocK.  I  am  only  a  small 
farmer,  occupying  400  acres  of  land.  I  shall  be  sorry  indeed 
for  anyone  in  the  month  of  October  to  come  and  pay  me 
£2,600  for  my  stock.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  anv  risk 
whatever  upon  sheep  P  They  may  occasionally  be  killed  by 
lightning;  and,  as  to1)ullocks,  I  wish  we  had  an  insurance 
against  pleuTo. 

Mr.  BioNOLD :  We  nearly  had  an  insuranoe  against  pleuro 
the  other  day. 

The  CHAiRMAif :  I  think  the  insuranoe  companiee  have 
treated  the  farmers  particularlv  bad  as  regards  time.  They 
have  not  given  us  time  to  establish  a  Mutuid  Luuranoe  Com- 
pany, which,  perhaps,  would  be  a  bad  thing  for  us ;  but  at  the 
same  tune  I  would  rather  be  a  shareholder  in  such  a  company 
than  have  this  injustice  inflicted  on  the  agricultural  interest. 
And  I  would  say  this :  Weren't  we  laughed  at  and  scoff'ed  at 
m  the  year  1843,  when  we  established  the  HaU  Storm  In- 
surance  Company,  and  is  that  such  an  extremely  bad  specula- 
tion  P  I  believe  not ;  and  I  also  firmly  believe  that  if  a  body 
of  farmen  would  nnderUke  mutually  to  insure  each  other, 
they  wonld  take  such  legitimate  precautions  that  a  premium 
on  fire  insurances  at  6s.  would  be  a  very  profitable  investment. 

Mr.  BiONOLD  remarked  that  he  thought  they  could  hardly 
complain  of  the  office  not  having  given  them  sufficient  time  to 
establish  an  association  against  them,  but,  nevertheless,  he 
assured  them  that  the  desire  of  the  directors  was  that  they 
should  have  sufficient  notice.  With  regaid  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Mutual  Insurance  Office,  if  they  took  that  conrse, 
he  did  not  think  they  would  find  the  proflU  to  be  much ;  but, 
on  the  otlier  hand,  he  believed  it  would  share  the  fate  of  one 
established  some  time  ago.  Pray  let  them  try;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  the  Norwich  Union  would  be  sorry  to  lose  anyone 
who  insured  with  them.  The  question  as  to  whether  a  man 
was  popular  with  his  labourers  he  regarded  as  an  important 
one,  because  no  less  than  28  per  cent,  of  the  losses  sustained 
bj  fire  arose  from  incendiarism,  and  if  a  man  had  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  harsh  to  his  labourers  and  of  ill-treating  them, 
that  might  be  an  important  element  as  tending  to  incendiaiy 
fires.  With  regard  to  what  the  chairman  had  said  as  to  his 
not  having  answered  Mr.  Howard  Taylor,  the  chief  point  in 
that  gentleman's  observations  was  that  the  farmers  were  being 
treated  in  an  exceptional  manner.  He  (Mr.  Bignold)  waa  at 
a  loss  to  see  bow  this  was,  because  the  office  asked  the  farmer 
to  insure  up  to  three-fourths,  or  to  have  an  average  clause, 
whereas  in  every  other  case  a  man  had  to  insure  up  to  the 
full  amount,  so  that  the  farmer  had  the  advantage  by  25  per 
cent. 

A  Member  asked  if  tramps  were  not  the  cause  of  most  of 
the  incendiary  fires  P 

Mr.  BiGK  OLD  said  that  most  of  the  losses  incurred  through 
tramps  came  under  the  head  of  accidental  fires 

The  CiiAiaiLkii  said  that  if  they  looked  at'lhe  calendar  of 


aoy  Norfolk  assizes,  the?  would  see  that  ahnost  all  ioecodiaiy 
fires  were  caused  either  by  tramps,  by  some  one  for  alaik,  or 
by  some  pleasant  individual  who  wanted  to  get  traaiported. 
As  far  as  regarded  the  labourers  themselves,  whether  a  an 
waa  a  hard  or  very  f^eneroos  masterP  was  a  question  thstngiit 
not  to  be  put  by  an  insurance  offioe. 

Mr.  BiONOLO  :  We  don*t  put  such  a  question.  I  am  oslr 
defending  others  who  do. 

Li  answer  to  Mr.  Browv,  who  resretied  the  obsemtiofl  of 
lir.  Bignold  as  to  its  not  being  likely  the  office  would  gin 
them  sufficient  notice  to  enable  them  to  form  a  Matosi  Is- 
suranoe  Office, 

Mr.  Bignold  remarked  that  the  direotora  never  dreuacd  of 
such  a  thing  being  possible,  and  that  they  had  given  fire  wnb* 
notice,  the  non-deuvery  of  the  drcnlan  being  entifely  tk 
fuilt  of  the  agents. 

A  MxKBXs  remarked  that  Mr.  Bignold  waa  mistaken  if  k 
supposed  hxmtn  would  be  put  down  now  as  they  vm 
twenty  years  ago. 

The  resolntion  was  then  adopted  nnaaimoualy ;  and  on  tk 
motion  of  Mr.  Clowes,  seconded  bv  Mr.  J.  EvxiiR,  tk 
following  gentlemen  were  appointed  the  oommittee :  TW  PA- 
sident,  tiie  Vioe-Preeident,  Messrs.  T.  Brown,  B.  Bead,  lad 
W.Flatt 

The  Chairmjln  said  that  he  waa  rare  the  Chanber  im 
much  obliged  to  Mr.  BignoUL  for  attending  there^  snd  fcr  tk 
courteous  explanations  he  had  given. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Etbritt,  seconded  by  the  Ber.  i. 
L.  Brxretoit,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  DvmI^ 
who,  in  acknowledgment^  said  that  the  Norwich  lim 
Office  insured  eleven  millions  of  farming  propcrtf  is  tk 
kingdom,  and  they  would  very  much  regret  not  to  teBiis  at 
the  top  of  the  tree. 

The  meeting  then  terminated. 

An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Norfolk  Qunkr  d 
Agriculture  was  held,  Mr.  C.  S.  Bead,  M.P.,  in  the  chiir,  to 
farther  consider  the  question  of  the  terms  upon  whkh  » 
surancea  of  agricultural  produce  are  required  to  be  effededii 
future  by  the  principal  insuranoe  eompuies. 

A  committee  appointed  to  confer  anon  the  ">^9^  TJI^J^ 
directors  of  the  N  orwich  Union  Fire  Ininrance  cffiee  inoited : 
"  Your  committee  are  informed  by  the  directors  that  ue  em- 
ditions  requirin|[[  agricultural  produce  to  be  insaxed  mto 
three-fourtns  of  its  rail  value  apply  only  to  all  msnarat  W 
for  cattle,  &c.,  produced  or  used  upon  a  fiurm;  and  that  it  a 
competent  for  a  farmer  to  insure  his  com  and  hay  oropi  to  tk 
exclusion  of  roots,  food,  manures^  and  other  itens.  I>tk 
event  of  a  fire  only  the  particnlar  produce  iasued  ww 
be  taken  into  account  in  eatimating  or  valuing  the  »* 
The  directors  declined  to  amend  or  withdraw  the  drolir  md 
by  them.  They  also  informed  the  oomnuttee  that  aresioMit 
amount,  having  due  regard  to  the  total  value,  can  be  umbm 
on  implements  and  also  on  live  stock,  anch  reasonable  ibow 
being  in  their  opinion  not  less  than  one-third  of  thcTino 
thereof;  and  that  if  such  reasonable  amount  wan  ioio^ 
any  amount  not  exceeding  the  amount  insured,  woaU  be  m 
in  full  without  any  limitation  or  restriction,  beyond  the  iw 
one  that  not  more  than  £40  will  be  paid  for  an;  v^  ^ 
animal  unleu  spedally  mentioned.  Your  cooumttoe  noiiM 
out  that  the  foregoing  terms  were  a  radical  change  u^.™  ^ 
tem  of  farm  insurance,  that  farmers  were  eatitjed  to 
due  notice  thereof,  and  that  as  th^  had  not  had  iw 
due  notice  your  committee  suggested  a  renenl  of  j^ 
chaelmas  policies  on  the  old  system  for  a  wyw** 
time  to  enable  a  committee  of  fi^rmars  to  meet  ^^'^'^^ 
and  endeavour  to  arrange  terms  whidi  would  be  istiiaM" 
bothimrties.  The  directory  whik  admitting  the  iawiQ 
of  notice  declined  to  grant  any  extension  of  tin^  but  tavm 
that  insurances  should  be  efieeted  on  their  terms,  *^^^ 
there  would  then  be  a  whole  year  for  brmen  to  cowMff  "■ 
matter." 

Mr.  GsRABD  DiT  proposed  that  a  firesh  inuiBce  eoap>B7 
shonld  be  formed.  - ..  r  w« 

Mr.  C.  £.  Biohold,  assistant  seeretaiy  of  the  Normtfi  l^ 
Office,  stated  that  that  office  had  insunmoeo  of  ^"^^ 
produce  to  the  amount  of  iB2,000,00D in  Narfolk.  ^^*V^ 
years  the  profit  realised  on  this  amount  of  bnsine»  bM  d^ 
only  £300  per  annum,  and  for  the  lait  fiw  yew  »«•  "■ 
been  a  positive  losi. 
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The  Chairma:^  said  the  diiecton  of  the  Norwich  Union 
appeared  to  wish  Norfolk  fanners  to  pay  for  the  shortcomings 
of  the  insurers  of  other  districts.  I'armers  ought  to  have  a 
lieavy  policy  from  Jnlv  to  December,  and  a  fight  one  from 
December  to  July.  They  ooold  not  insure  under  an  average 
danse  without  a  great  de«l  of  trouble  and  an  immense  amount 
of  injustice,  and,  tberefore,  he  for  one  would  not  so  insure. 


After  a  good  deal  of  conversation  the  proposition  for  the 
formation  of  a  fresh  insnranoe  company  was  withdrawn,  but  the 
Chamber  adopted  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  it  regretted 
that  the  directors  of  the  Norwich  Union  had  thought  fit  to 
adhere  to  the  average  clause  system  which  the  Chamber  con- 
ceived to  be  unfair  to  the  agrienlturists  of  Norfolk. 

The  proceedings  then  terminated. 


ECHOES  FROM  THE  AUTUMN  MEETINGS. 


WABWICKSHIRE. 

At  Leamington,  Mr.  T.  Horlsy  said :  We  must  feel  that 
we  are  exceedingly  fortunate  in  having  such  a  nobleman  as 
Lord  Lri^h  as  lord-lieutenant  of  the  county,  lie  is  always 
foremost  in  everr  charitable  movement  whi<m  is  started,  and 
he  has  always  shown  himself  ready  and  wilfing  to  alleviate 
the  sofferings  and  better  the  condition  of  the  working  daases. 
As  a  landlord  he  is  a  noble  esuunple.  Since  the  last  meeting 
of  the  society,  his  lordship  has  given  his  tenants  the  privilege 
of  killincp  ground  ^ame  on  his  estate.  I  am  quite  certain  that 
neither  his  lordship  nor  his  friends  will  ever  find  legitimate 
sport  interfered  witn  by  reason  of  the  concession  he  has  made. 
Bat  Ix>nl  Leigh  has  done  yet  more  for  his  tenants ;  he  has 
promised  compensation  for  unexhausted  improvements  carried 
out  on  his  estate ;  and,  if  that  act  should  lead  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  good  practical  system  of  Tfenant-Bight  in  the 
county,  it  will  be  a  great  thing  for  Warwickshire.  I  must 
also  apeak  of  the  fibendity  of  another  hmded  proprietor  of  the 
county — Mr.  Mark  Philips— who  has  intimated  his  intration 
to  retorn  to  his  tenants  tne  whole  of  the  rent  of  land  upon 
which  they  had  grown  wheat,  which  would  amount  to  about 
25  per  cent  of  the  aggregate  pavments.  That  is  a  noble  and 
generous  act,  and  one  showing  that  Mr.  Philips  takes  a  deep 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  tenantry.  It  has  oeen  mentioned 
in  connection  with  the  prize  offered  by  the  High  Sheriff  of 
Oxfordshire  for  the  best  cultivated  farm  at  the  hist  meeting  of 
the  Royal  Society,  that  in  Lincolnshire  they  have  a  Tenant- 
Right,  which  was  attended  with  the  best  effects.  It  has  tended 
to  create  enterprise  among  farmers,  and  if  the  same  thing 
were  adopted  throughout  tne  country,  then  the  whole  country 
would  participate  in  the  good  which  has  unmistakably  resulted 
in  Lincolnshire.  It  will  be  a  red-letter  day  for  Warwickshire 
when  we  have  a  practical  Tenant-Bight  in  vogue.  Referring 
to  the  condition  of  the  agpcnltnral  kbouxers,  I  must  say  I  be- 
lieve no  system  of  education  will  do  good  unless  the  labouring 
classes  have  sood  dwellings  to  five  in.  Nothing  will  do  more 
good  to  the  tanners  or  their  servants  than  providing  on  the 
farms  suitable  dweUings  for  the  latter  class,  with  good  gardens, 
and  all  near  to  their  work.  I  also  hold  that  the  landlords 
should  not  canr  on  the  practioe  of  having  large  preserves  of 
game.  It  would  be  productive  of  much  good  ifthey  would 
remove  a  large  quantity  of  the  hedgerow  timber  from  their 
fields.  If  a  few  of  these  things  were  brought  about,  we  should 
no  longer  hear  of  the  farms  in  Lincolnshire  and  Northumber- 
land being  in  a  better  state  than  those  in  Warwickshire  and 
other  counties,  but  there  would  be  a  better  state  of  things 
throughout  the  whole  country. 

Mr.  C.  N.  Nkwdsoatx,  M.P.,  said :  I  was  glad  that  Mr. 
Hoiley  congratulated  the  meeting  upon  the  decision  of  the 
Lord-Lientenant  that  he  would  upon  his  estate  allow  compen- 
sation ior  unexhausted  improvements.  I  am  a  half-bred  Lin- 
colnshire man,  and  for  more  than  15  years,  in  all  my  agree- 
ments with  my  tenants,  there  has  been  a  clause  that  binds  my 
estate  to  give  them  compensation.  That  system  of  agreement 
has  been  the  foundation  of  the  success  of  agriculture  in  Lin- 
cobshire  which  now  surprises  even  Scotland  itself.  I  will 
not  touch  on  all  the  observations  tliat  have  been  made  with 
respect  to  agriculture ;  but  when  Mr.  Horley  says  **  fell  more 
of  the  hedgerow  timber,*'  I  must  call  to  his  attention  the  ad- 
mitted fact  that  in  the  counties  where  there  is  the  least 
hedgerow  timber  they  have  suffered  most  from  the  drought, 
and  that  it  is  an  ascertained  fact  that  in  Egypt  there  were  no 
showers  about  Cairo  till  thev  planted  rows  of  poplars.  As  we 
have  experienced  a  period  of  unexampled  drought,  T  doubt  the 
poficy  of  feUing  the  hedgerow  timber  round  grass  land.    I 


have  in  this  drought  watched  the  state  of  things  in  the  park 
at  Arbniy,  and  I  have  found  that  where  there  have  been  trees 
and  shelter  there  has  been  more  natural  pasture  this  season 
than  I  have  seen  anywhere  else.  I  think,  therefore,  that 
what  Mr.  Horley  recommended  should  be  quahfied  to  the  feU- 
ing of  hedgerow  timber  where  it  stands  between  arable  fields ; 
and  this  even  ma;r  require  further  qualification,  for  I  am  con- 
vinced a  great  mistake  has  been  made  in  Leicestershire,  where 
the  hedgerow  timber  in  the  fences  which  separate  pasture  land 
has  been  cut  down.  I  think  the  recommendation  of  Mr. 
Horley  needs  the  qualification  I  have  mentioned.  I  am  an  old 
member  for  the  county,  but  I  am  a  young  farmer ;  yet  this 
year  I  have  tried  an  experiment  I  would  hke  to  mention.  I 
was  the  first  to  propose  and  give  a  prize  for  draining,  as  a 
member  of  the  Rugby  Agricultural  Society,  and  I  do  not  re- 
pent it ;  but,  happening  to  have  a  level  meadow  this  year 
with  a  spring  in  it,  I  stopped  up  my  drain,  and  I  think  I  had  more 
pasture  there  than  aU  my  neighbours.  I  admit  that  that  is  an 
experiment  to  be  tried  with  caution,  but  if  it  be  done  wisely 
where  there  are  springs  you  wiU  be  able  to  withstand  the 
drought  of  such  a  season  as  this. 

Mr.  C.  M.  Caldxcott  said :  If  I  had  the  fortune  of  our  noble 
Lord-Iientenant,  and  possessed  the  quantity  of  land  which  he 
possesses,  I  think  I  should  also  be  incfined  to  give  my  tenants 
the  privilege  of  shooting  hares  and  rabbits  on  the  farms  they 
occupy.  1  have  a  small  farm  at  home,  with  about  SOO  acres, 
occupied  by  one  tenant  and  on  that  farm  I  have  shot  eleven 
hares  in  thiee  years.  1  have  been  out  three  days  this  year, 
and  saw  one  hare  on  the  farm.  I  do  not  take  particohir  credit 
to  myself  for  not  being  a  strong  preserver  of  hares  against  my 
tenants.  As  to  Mr.  Mark  Phifips,  a  better  man  never  fived ; 
and  if  I,  fike  him.  had  £30,000  a  year  and  saw  my  tenants  in 
difficulties,  should  I  not  help  them  P  Mr.  Horley  has  fifted  up 
these  two  landowners  as  if^  there  were  no  others  like  them  in 
the  county.  I  object  to  this,  and  I  will  not  have  it.  I  quite 
agree  with  him  that  a  Undlord  ought  to  think  of  his  tenants, 
and  what  is  best  for  them  in  the  way  of  helping  himself  by 
helping  them,  and  by  giving  good  houses  to  the  labourers,  and 
aU  that  i  but  it  is  not  to  be  a  one-sided  arrangement,  it  mutt 
be  worked  all  through ;  everybody  must  have  the  same  feeling 
—the  inferior  towards  the  superior,  and  tiie  equal  towards  the 
equal.  There  mnst  not  be  one  man  set  on  high,  and  people 
say  "  There's  none  fike  him !" 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Bibury,  Oxon,  said  hedgerow  timber  wu  a 
source  of  great  injury  to  tenanU.  At  a  time  fike  the  present, 
when  such  great  demands  were  made  on  the  hmd.  the  soil 
should  be  made  the  most  of.  One  of  the  greatest  drawbacks 
to  the  tenant  was  the  over-preservation  of  ground-game. 
In  whatever  district  he  fived,  if  the  farmer  was  much 
over-run  by  ground-game,  he  could  not  make  the  beit 
of  his  land.  He  hoped  to  see  the  day  when,  like 
Lord  Leigh,  landlords  would  give  up  ground-game  to 
their  tenants.  Landlords  would  then  nave  as  nod  sport 
as  at  present,  and  that  without  the  expense  of  so  many 
gamekeepers.  Every  tenant-famer  would  be  a  keeper  of 
nis  landlord.  If,  on  the  contrary,  they  had  no  share  of  the 
sporty  when  they  saw  men  lurking  about  their  fields  they  miffht 
be  inclined  to  look  another  way,  saying,  "They  are  not  going 
to  rob  me,  but  to  take  the  robbers  off  my  lana.'*  White,  ob 
the  other  hand,  if  they  had  a  share  in  the  sport,  they  might 
seek  assistance  and  arrest  the  suspected  characters.  Rabbits 
were  the  worst  of  vermin,  and  their  over-preservation  was  un- 
natural He  had  had  an  interview  with  Sir  Michael  Beach, 
who  asked  him,  **  What  do  yon  require  us  to  do  P"  He  replied, 
**  All  we  wish  you  to  do  is  to  set  a  good  example.    We  wish 
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you  to  legislate  «i  yov  please ;  but  we  ire  now  come  to  aak 
Tou  to  allow  your  tenants  to  destroy  rabbits  and  coone  hares." 
He  had  giren  that  permission  for  the  last  two  years.  It  was 
said  that  every  pheasant  cost  a  guinea,  while  its  market  Talne 
was  only  3s.  6d. 

Lord  WABwicK,tbe  President, said:  Ihopeyoawilleicase 
me  for  saying  one  or  two  words  with  respect  to  the  discussions 
which  have  been  held  during  the  speeches  this  evening.  I  do  so 
in  good  part,  and  with  the  best  feeling.  It  is  my  earnest  wish  to 
hear  from  all  practical  men  their  practical  opinions  on  farming, 
on  stock,  and  on  what  may  advance  the  interests  of  agriculture. 
I  think,  as  President  of  this  Association,  it  becomes  me  to 
say  that  we  have  a  little  too  much  wandered  into 
points  which  are  likely  to  create  differences  of 
opinion  and  discussions  which  are  hardlv  fitting  for  a 
meeting  like  the  present  (Hear,  hear,  from  Lord  Leigh).  If 
there  were  no  other  places  where  they  could  be  discussed,  I 
should  say  let  us  discuss  them  with  all  that  good  feeling  evinced 
by  my  friend  Mr.  Caldecott  But  you  must  remember  that 
there  is  a  Chamber  of  Agriculture,  to  which  these  matters 
more  especially  belong.  I  hupe  you  will  nearly  all  agree  with 
me  that  if  we  introduce  these  matters,  which  are  somewhat 
personal,  and  which  almost  require  a  reply,  or  if  we  ^et  into 
the  discussion  of  sncli  questions,  there  may  be  certain  disagree- 
ments which  we  should  wish  to  avoid,  and  which  no  one  who 
looked  forward  for  a  moment  would  wish  to  encourage. 

Lord  LxiOH :  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  a  few  words  in 
reference  to  the  matters  alluded  to  by  the  noble  President. 
I  must  say  that  I  most  entirely  and  completely  agree  with 
what  has  fallen  from  my  noble  friend.  I  regret  that  myname 
has  been  more  than  once  mentioned  by  m^  friend  Mr.  Uorley 
and  others  in  reference  to  the  game  question.  I  must  say  that 
I  perfectly  agree  with  my  noble  friend  the  Earl  of  Warwick, 
that  it  is  far  oetter  to  avoid  the  introduction  of  such  questions 
as  the  excessive  preservation  of  ground  game,  referring  them 
to  the  Chamber  of  Agriculture,  wbich  is  the  medium  for  their 
consideration.  My  private  feelings  led  me  to  see  that  it  would 
be  better  for  me  to  give  up  ground  game  to  my  tenants,  and  I 
did  so  for  that  reason,  ^ut  I  never  expected  it  would  pass 
bevond  my  own  tenantry.  It  got  into  tbe  newspapera,  and 
it  has  been  to  me  a  source  of  annoyance,  as  it  appeared  as  if 
X  wished  to  dictate  to  my  neighbours.  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
good  feeling  of  every  landlord  in  Warwickshire  would,  if  he 
oould,  induce  him  not  to  have  an  excess  of  ^ame.  I  am 
equally  convinced  that  if  my  noble  friend  the  president  thought 
came  was  doing  any  ii^'ury  to  his  tenants,  ne  would  usenis 
oiscretion  aa  to  Uie  manner  in  which  it  shodd  be  remedied.  It 
is  a  question  between  landlord  and  tenant,  and  one  which 
should  not  be  introduced  at  these  assemblies.  If  the  tenant 
has  anything  of  which  to  complain,  let  him  state  his  grievances 
to  his  landlord — but  do  not  let  him  comehere  and  quote  Mr.  A. 
or  Mr.  B.  as  examples  of  giving  up  their  ground  game.  It  has 
been  to  me  a  source  of  great  annoyance  to  hear  my  name 
frequently  mentioned  in  connection  with  this  subject.  I  hope 
tenants  will  speak  out  to  their  landlords,  and  not  introduce 
auch  discussions  at  festive  gatherings  like  the  present. 

NORFOLK. 
At  Wa^land,  Mr.  Mathew  said :  Besides  the  difficultiea  of 
feeding  his  stock,  the  farmer  had  had  other  difficulties  to  con- 
tend with,  and  he  was  afraid  there  were  yet  more  in  store 
for  him.  During  the  last  few  years  they  had  experienced 
very  adverae  seasons.  There  waa  a  time  when  the  light 
land  farmer  by  well  and  judicionaly  applying  his  money 
eonld  meet  with  some  encouragement,  out  now,  however 
much  akill  and  energy  he  brought  to  bear  in  the  farming  of 
light  soils  the  reault  waa  not  that  which  he  might  reasonably 
expect.  Possibly  these  adverse  drcumatancea  in  the  long  run 
might  be  attended  with  benefit.  It  might,  perhaps,  put  them 
on  a  sounder  baaia.  In  the  firat  place  no  doubt  it  had  a  atrong 
tendency  to  do  away,  in  tiie  ancoeaafnl  cropping  of  the  aoil, 
with  ground  game,  or,  'more  properly  apeaking,  vennin.  He 
waa  sure  they  woidd  all  agree  with  him  in  thimldng  the  noble 
preaident  for  having  taken  the  initiative  in  dealzoying  theae 
peats  to  the  fanner.  It  waa  true  that  in  the  courae  of  time 
parliament  might  enforce  the  auppreaaion  of  them,  but  their 
noble  prendent  had  anticipated  &ia,  and  had  acted  wiaely 
in  takmg  the  mitiative.  He  thought  they  would  alao  oon- 
cmr  with  him  that  the  rente  of  the  Ught  hnda  were  not  ex- 
actly genuine.    Th^had  been  put  np  to  an  extreme  degree 


by  what  he  might  term  outaide  men,  men  who  were  not  Vrongki 
up  in  practical  forming,  and  who  imagined  that  if  tkg 
could  g^  hold  of  a  light  land  fiurm  it  would  be  luce  to 
gallop  a  horae  acroaa  the  farm,  ao  that  they  had  been  ii- 
duoea  to  come  and  give  more  for  that  land  than  it  vu  tb^ 
aolutely  worth.  Thia  put  i  practical  man  in  a  very  dificii 
position,  especially  when  the  seasons  fovoured  that  dttcripttoB 
of  land,  but  he  believed  the  last  few  seasons  had  ihon 
that  the  practical  men  who  were  willing  to  give  a  &i;  m; 
and  to  give  no  more,  were  the  men  in  whom  alone  tfaej  could 
trust. 

Lord  Walsikoham  said  :  With  respect  to  gronnd  psi, 
that  waa  always  a  difficult  and  moot  question,  and  he  hidiLKcr 
heard  it  discussed  without  ite  being  qualified  by  the  sbtea^t 
that  it  was  very  wrong,  and  people  ought  not  to  be  alloved  to 
have  too  muck  ground  game.  But  who  wu  to  deckk  b^ 
tween  too  much  and  too  little?  A  man  when  he  took b 
farm  inquired  and  aacertained  from  his  neighboan  «lttt 
amount  of  ground  game  the  hindlord  was  in  the  habit  of  keep- 
ing, and  if  he  was  dissatisfied  he  need  not  take  np  the  Iok, 
and  had  better  go  to  where  there  waa  no  game.  Itvsi 
question  which  rested  entirely  with  the  bmdlord  sad  ^ 
tenant,  and  one  with  which  the  law  could  not  deal  A)  to 
theoretical  men  paying  more  rent  than  practical  aeB,tb 
landlord  tried  to  get  aa  practical  tenants  as  possible,  as^  i 
men  turned  out  not  to  be  practical,  it  was  no  fsolt  of  tec 
landlord.  There  might  be  non-prectieal  men  get  hold  of  &rm; 
but,  aa  a  rule,  he  believed  the  farmers  of  Norfolk  were  practi- 
cal men,  and  knew  the  value  of  land  jnat  aa  much  u  the  bad- 
lord,  and  would  never  give  more  than  it  was  worth,  vjka, 
indeed,  he  happened  to  be  a  man  not  of  strong  mind  and  saabk 
to  judge  for  himself.  If  they  had  a  horse  to  sell,  thej  tried  to 
make  as  much  of  him  aa  they  could ;  and  if  tiiey  asked  a  priee 
they  oould  not  obtain,  it  waa  proof  poaitive  that  the  nlse  j^ 
upon  the  horae  waa  more  than  it  waa  worth.  It  was  a  mias 
of  agreement  between  landlord  and  tenant  between  bover  ai 
aeller.  Referring  again  to  the  question  of  ground  guse,  i^ 
noble  lord  aaid  that  the  tenant  would  have  a  right  to  eoophia 
of  hia  andlord  if  he  kept  up  more  game  than  ne  had  bees  b 
the  habit  of  keeping  up  before  he  let  the  farm ;  bat  if  the  os- 
ditiona  and  cireumatanoea  undor  which  he  took  it  Rstsiaedths 
aame,  he  could  not  aee  on  what  ground  any  comphkint  could  be 
made. 

LIKOOLNSHIBE. 

At  Halton  Holgate,  Mr.  J.  H.  M.  Mu^cBTaaid  hewasse^r 
the  oldeat  on  the  roll  of  the  magiatratea  of  this  coaatr.  Us 
hoj^ed  they  might  ao  adminater  the  juatioe  of  the  amt^, 
which  had  been  placed  in  the  handa  of  the  magistriSB 
of  Eneland,  that  they  might  not  be  reduced  to  tfait  Fac- 
tion which  prevailed  in  most  other  countries,  where  jn^ 
waa  conducted  by  a  paid  magiatracy.  They  were,j«rt»yi 
not  alwaya  ^uite  ao  cooveraant  with  the  intricades  of  the  lav 
aa  paid  magutratea  might  be,  who  would  be  selected  frm  ^ 
legal  profession ;  but  they  had  their  magiatzates*  derb-^ 
of  uprightneaa  and  int^ty — to  whom  Uiey  could  appeal  viu 
every  confidence  in  any  legal  difficulty,  an  advantage  tb» 
aaaiated  them  to  do  what  waa  jnat  and  nght;  ,      , 

Mr.  HxANLST,  in  reaponding  for  •*  Succesa  to  ft™^  "* 
Grazing,"  aaid  it  took  a  clever  man  to  form  at  a  profit,  is^ 
more  to  graze  at  a  profit.  Under  the  preaent  r^ime,  J^ ' 
European  war,  they  were  not  to  have  wheat  alH>Te47i-jX^ 
quarter,  and  cake  waa  coating  £13  per  ton.  AsapncQca- 
man  hia  advice  waa  **  fhrm  aa  well  aa  you  can."  He  re«a- 
mended  the  uae  of  artificial  manurea,  the  necentj  of  hanM 
aheep  on  a  farm ;  and  with  a  European  war,  wheat  isw^ 
being  at  four  guineaa  had  come  down  below  6(h^  vfaich  ^ 
muat  try  to  make  up  for  by  growing  a  greater  quantitf.  ^ 
next  thing  he  coula  recommend  waa  conaideratioa  for  then- 
bourer,  and  that  he  ahould  be  paid  in  proportion  to  hisliwar. 
Mr.  Mundy  had  given  them  a  litOe  apeech  on  the  adAis»^ 
tion  of  justice  in  the  county  of  lincom.  He  (Hr.  Heaa^^. 
contoidiBd  that  they  had  spent  too  much  in  priaon  bnildai  ^ 
thia  county,  and  they  had  got  aoBadicalaa  to  think  ve(Kig3i 

to  have  a  paid  magiatracy.  They  could  not  take  two  bw^ 
poaed  to  each  other  before  a  juatice  and  both  win  the  caie,^ 
when  the  investigation  waa  before  a  derwynan  what  wis  c« 
reault  P  Why,  the  man  who  loat  dedared  he  woald  ae«r  P 
to  church  any  more,  and  became  a  diaaenter.  There  «« "** 
ready  plenty  of  diaaent,  and  he  hoped  we  ahoald  alwaw  m'J 
anEatobliahedChuch  in  the  raam,  but  he  did  sot  tiuiU  a 
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is  oouitr  of  tiiieoln  the  kw  ooold  be  ftdminiiiend  withoat 

2  to  the  der^,  became  there  were  not  enough  country 
men  for  the  twk  withont  them.  If  it  was  an  nndeniable 
ct,  then,  that  the  man  who  went  before  a  derpymaa  and 
it  his  esse  tamed  disaenter,  it  was  time  we  had  stipendiaries. 
Mr.  Tnos.  Dbuvg  (Claxby)  followed.  He  thouffht  that  to 
isore  prosperitj  it  needed  the  united  efforts  of  the  owner, 
«apier,  and  Uboarer.  There  was  a  great  deal  to  do  which 
vould  require  thoee  three  interested  to  carry  oat  to  the 
-eatest  adTanlage,  bat  when  he  looked  back  he  admitted  there 
id  been  a  Yeiy  great  deal  of  prosperity  in  the  country.  Not 
ilj  farms,  bat  whole  parishes  now  grew  more  than  double 
«  qoantity  of  every  description  of  crop  that  they  did  40  years 
;o ;  yet/ whilst  there  had  been  that  prosperity  in  agncolture, 
« farmers  may  not  hate  made  much  by  it.  There  were  three 
liogs  that  bad  been  very  valuable  to  occupiers — namely, 
earn  thrashing  machines,  reaping  machines,  and  artificial 
annrei.  All  these  had  been  productive  of  great  benefits. 
xtiiicial  manares  produced  great  turnip  crops.  If  it  had  not 
sen  for  the  use  of  reaping  machines  tnev  would  almost  have 
xa  beaten,  bat  with  them  they  got  in  the  harvest  just  when 
It]  ought  to  do.  A  reaping  machine,  in  fact,  was  one  of  the 
est  thiogs  a  farmer  could  have.  There  was  another  thing  or 
ro  that  had  also  tended  to  the  prosperity  of  agriculture. 
aadowners  or  their  representatives  had  not  only  oeen  con- 
iderate  for  tlieir  tenants  by  building  them  warm  sheds,  &c., 
at  had  built  sood  cottages  for  the  labourers  in  the  neigh- 
oarhood  of  tneir  work,  and  copied  the  best  specimens  of 
veiling  that  could  be  found ;  but  he  could  not  see  the  use  of 
Iloving  a  ^ree  to  grow  on  a  space  worth  say  2s.  a  year,  which 
t  the  end  of  a  century  produced  SOs.  He  thousht  there 
Qight  be  a  great  advantage  gained  by  improving  Knees  and 
Tubbing  Qp  trees.  There  were  also  a  great  many  other  things 
« could  name  that  would  be  a  benefit  to  agriculture.  They 
hoold  have  sheep  from  the  best  flocks,  and  cattle  from  the 
lest  herds,  and  get  the  most  they  could  out  of  the  soil  by  en- 
IcaTouring  to  grow  more  than  their  neighbours.  Another 
hiog  was,  that  on  these  occasions  of  ram  shows,  he  should  be 
M  if  the  breeder  could  vouch  that  there  were  no  sheep 
moQgst  them  fed  on  anything  but  green  food  for  the  last  six 
QOQtEi.  If  kept  on  grass  food  they  would  be  leaner,  fewer 
herp  would  fall  lame  when  they  got  them  at  work,  and  there 
roQld  be  more  work  in  them.  Mr.  Vessey's  sheep  were  this 
m  in  better  condition  for  work  than  he  had  ever  seen  them, 
r^r  were  fat  enough,  but  not  too  fat,  and  those  who  had 
fUM  them  would  be  lietter  satisfied  than  if  they  were  so  very 

Mr.  C.  M.  McNDY  differed  in  Mo  with  Mr.  Heanley  when 

*  "^i^  >^pendiary  magistrates  would  be  preferable  to  the 
i&paid.   He  had  fbona  inconsistencies  in  the  administration 

*  justice  committed  not  oidy  by  stipendiaries,  but  by  the 
greatest  judges  of  the  land.  It  had  been  his  dut>  to  servo  on 
M  Qnnd  Jury  at  Lincoln  Ajsizes,  and  he  had  observed  that 
(made  a  great  difference  in  the  sentence  passed  upon  a 
njoner  m  respect  to  the  person  who  represented  her  Mfgesty 
a  tbe  Jud^e  of  Assize.  He  had  seen  judges  sitting  with  their 
|*u«  to  one  another  in  Lincoln  Castle  when  one  had  given 
>^Q  months'  imprisonment  and  the  other  fifteen  years*  penal 
emtude  for  the  same  offence.  It  was  impossible  for  magis- 
^  to  make  as  much  difference  as  that.  Then  the 
upendivy  magistrate  would  entail  great  expense,  which 
ould  faU  on  the  ratepayers.  Take  for  insUnce  this  district. 
ftS^  ^hey  had  a  stipendiary  magistrate  for  Louth,  Hom- 
^  Spiliby,  and  Alford ;  he  oould  not  do  more  than  those 
i"  puces  m  a  week,  and  a  man  could  not  be  found  to  do 
htm  under  a  thousand  a-year.  [Mr.  Heanley :  He  could  do 
^tm  for  a  deal  less.]  No  doubt  they  could  get  a  man  to  do 
h/  f?°^  the  dasa  of  man  that  was  necessary.  A  man  of 
^  euibre  of  a  County  Court  Judge  would  not  take  the 
u^A  ^J^oju  of  Loath,  Homcastle,  Spilsby,  and  Alford, 
^  a  thousand  a-year.  And  if  that  would  be  the  cost  of 
'^  loor  petty  sessional  divinona  it  would  be  an  expensive 
wkL  "^  ^^  divisions  in  the  country.  The  justices  did 
«  get  many  thanks  for  what  they  did,  but  in  ninety-nine 
^o^t  of  a  hundred  they  did  their  duty  to  God,  to  their  feUow 
^^w,  and  to  their  neighbours.  When  the  countrr 
sfTT*  should  become  so  afflnent  as  to  have  many  thonsands 
^^n«  to  throw  away,  then  it  would  be  soon  enough  to 
vobU  J      ^iintion  of  a  paid  magistracy.    But  then  they 

^  ^  ^^y  irith  one  of  the  o^ecto  for  which  oountxy 


gentlemen  live  here.  There  would  be  onlv  two  or  three  more 
things  which  induce  gentlemen  to  reside  here  that  they  could 
be  deprived  of,  and  if  they  abolished  them  one  by  one  they 
would  find  them  going  away  to  a  foreign  country  to  spend 
their  days  in  a  finer  climate  than  that  of  LincolDshire.  He 
had  been  bom  here,  and  he  hoped  to  live  and  die  here 
amongst  his  friends,  and  to  live  as  a  country  gentlemen  should 
do.  But  it  was  a  great  mistake  on  the  part  of  those  who 
would  try  to  do  away  with  those  inducements  which  made  it 
worth  while  living  amongst  them.  If  everything  was  made 
unpleasant  here  for  the  country  gentlemen  they  would  find  a 
more  pleasant  place  to  live  in. 

At  Aylesby,  Mr.  John  ToKR  said  he  thought  that  success  in 
agriculture  had  been  attained  by  the  indomitable  perseverance, 
self-denial,  and  pluck  of  the  tenantry  of  England.  He  did 
not  pretend  to  be  well  up  in  the  statistics  of  Lincolnshire,  but 
to  illustrate  his  argument  he  would  say  that  no  part  of  the 
country  could  boast  of  a  greater  increase  in  the  value  of  land 
or  in  improvement  of  stodc  than  that  county.  He  had  heard 
that  Limber  Mania  had  once  let  for  half  a  crown  an  acre. 
It  vras  not  Lord  larboronffh  who  raised  its  value  from  2s.  6d. 
to  S6s.  an  acre,  but  the  cultivator  of  the  soil.  He  made  these 
remarks  ad  eap/andum,  and  said  that  if  they  were  to  toast  the 
landlords,  let  them  also  toast  the  tenants. 

Mr.  C.  Naimby  said,  with  regard  to  the  improved  position 
of  this  county  and  other  counties  in  agriculture,  he  agreed  that 
it  was  the  industry  and  intelligence  of  the  farmers  that  had 
brought  it  to  such  a  position,  still  it  could  only  be  arrived  at 
by  a  mutual  confidence  and  understanding  between  landlord 
and  tenant.  The  two  landlords  whose  names  had  been  brought 
forward  co-operated  with  their  tenants,  and  their  motto  was 
**  Live  and  let  live."  They  had  one  great  difficulty  to  contend 
with  in  bringing  the  land  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
that  was  the  miserable  return  it  brought  them.  He  kept 
working  hard,  but  found  he  oould  get  but  little  together.  He 
tried  to  keep  his  farm  up  to  a  respectable  standard,  and 
perhaps  he  gave  what  land  he  had  or  his  Lordship's  a  better 
chance  than  his  own.  But  if  they  had  many  more  years  like 
the  last  it  would  make  a  great  difference.  He  had  been  unable 
to  get  anything  for  himself.  He  lived  loyally,  but  it  had  not 
been  his  fortune  or  misfortune  to  take  a  wife,  and  he  had  no 
incumbrances.  Yet  his  returns  were  very  small.  He  thought 
therefore  that  those  gentlemen  who  had  the  start  of  him,  and 
had  ftmiliee  to  look  after,  must  be  better  managen  than  him- 
self. 

Mr.  WiLLiiv  ToBB  said :  I  return  you  my  earnest  thanks, 
not  as  a  ram  breeder,  but  as  a  friend  who  is  nad  to  see  yuu  at 
his  bourd.  It  makes  little  difference  to  me  whether  you  come 
here  to  take  my  sheep  or  not,  but  I  have  the  satisfaction-* 
which  is  something  at  mj  time  of  life— of  svying  I  have 
shown  yon  some  very  gooa  ones,  and  that  cannot  be  denied. 
If  you  are  satisfied,  I  am  the  more  pleased.  I  believe  this, 
that  farmers  may  be  thought  by  some  to  have  no  more  intel- 
ligence than  the  dod  they  cultivate,  but  they  have  in  their 
heads  as  good  sense  as  any  class  in  her  Miges^s  dominions. 
They  have  integrity  of  purpose,  and  when  called  upon  are 
ready.  My  frienil  has  so  thoroughly  enunciated  the  position 
between  landlord  and  tenant  that  it  leaves  me  nothing  to  say. 
I  should  hardly  have  expected  so  good  and  sensible  a  speech 
fW>m  him.  I  have  had  a  long  experience  as  a  fiumer,  and  have 
found  out  that  if  a  tenant  pays  his  landlord,  and  spends  as 
much  as  a  green-grooer  in  a  town,  he  would  hiave  littie  left  for 
his  family.  But  if  a  farmer  is  not  rich,  it  is  a  long  time 
before  you  can  break  him.  He  will  grunt  long  and  grunt 
well,  but  he  has  never  grunted  so  well  as  daring  the  last  three 
yean.  You  have  lost  your  money  from  a  succession  of  bad 
seasons,  during  which  the  higher  a  man  farms  and  the  more 
land  he  cultivates  the  g[reater  is  his  loss.  I  have  no  idea  of 
a  man  fanning  and  savins,  and  doing  no  good  to  those  who 
may  come  after  him.  I  think  every  man  ought  to  live  fairly 
and  &rm  well ;  and  farm  so  that  something  may  come  after 
him.  From  1860  to  1861  was  a  disastrous  year  in  farming, 
but  1868,  I860,  and  1870  were  the  worst,  and  those  who 
fiurmed  on  the  Wolds  must  have  been  last  year's  rent  out  of 
pocket,  for  their  fianns  have  made  them  nothing.  I  say  it 
guardedly.  Look  at  last  year,  when  wheat  and  barley  did  not 
exceed  three  quarters  to  the  acre.  Where  could  you  get  yonr 
profit  after  payins  labour  P  This  year  things  look  improving, 
and  we  shall  not  loee  so  much  aa  we  have  done.    Yet  there  is 
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nothing  to  be  said  against  the  Umdlordi.  Bat  it  is  a  bad  time 
for  landlords  to  raise  rents.  I  say  that  gnardedly.  The 
tenant  farmers  of  this  coontxy  form  a  most  respectable  body  of 
men,  and  if  they  have  no  knowledge  of  chemistry  to  help  them, 
they  haye  a  deal  of  practical  knowledge,  bat  they  might  learn 
chemistry  to  boot.  Let  as  move  together  and  stick  to  each 
other,  "and  let  the  devil  take  the  hindermost." 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 
At  Aylesbary,  Mr.  Disraeli  said :  I  hope,  although  this 
has  been  a  tenr  trying  year  to  my  constitaents  and  the  agri- 
coltoral  world  genendly,  I  may  ventare  to  state  that  the 
termination  of  year  laboars  has  not  been  altogether  so  ansatis- 
factoiy  as  it  once  promised  or  rather  menaced  to  be.  I  believe 
we  shall  all  agree  that  the  harvest  is  a  good  harvest,  and 
even  in  the  hght  lands  in  which  I  live  the  wheat  harvest  is 
one  of  which  I  am  not  ashamed ;  barley  is  not  so  plenteoos  as 
it  might  be,  hot  it  is  of  ezoellect  qaality.  It  is  of  that  bright- 
ness which  oar  maltster  loves  {**  hear,  hear,"  and  a  langh), 
and  I  think  we  shall  be  able  to  place  it  in  the  market  with  con- 
lldence  in  those  with  whom  we  deaL  No  doabt  we  have  all 
•offered  terribly  in  the  expectations  which  we  entertained 
respecting  th  root  crops,  bat  the  late  rains  have  been  most 
beneficial  and  althooffh  I  cannot  flatter  myself  so  far  as  to 
snppose  that  the  balM  will  expand  at  this  late  season  of  the 
year,  still  there  is  no  doabt  there  will  be  a  lare  qaantity  of 
green  staff  which  will  be  valuable  food  for  the  wiater.  And 
on  this  sabiect,  looking  to  the  unexpected  drought  which  has 
prevailed  this  year,  I  would  advert  to  one  point,  and  one 
point  only,  to  wmch  I  wish  to  call  your  anxious  attention,  and 
that  is  tomakeprovisionfor  a  better  supply  of  water  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  soiL  Where  I  have  lived  I  have  never 
built  a  cottage  without  making  tanks,  and  I  have  introduced 
tanks  among  all  the  old  cottages  fkS  far  as  I  could  manage  to 
do  so,  and  daring  the  trying  times  you  have  lately  experienced 
it  is  difficult  to  express  what  a  mitigation  of  simering  of  the 
population  generally,  especially  on  the  table  lands  on  the  top 
of  the  Chiitem  Hills,  has  been  nroduced  by  these  tanks.  I 
think  it  is  well  for  the  agricultural  world  to  consider  whether 
that  principle  should  not  be  pursued  ttill  further,  and  for  my 
own  part  I  cannot  see  why  eveiy  farm,  especially  in  those 
districts  where  there  is  a  want  of  water,  should  not  be  fur- 
nished with  a  reservoir.  I  hardly  know  anything  more  striking 
than  the  great  waste  of  surface  watet,  and  when  I  remember 
the  intense  suffering,  not  only  of  the  peasantry,  but  of  the 
cultivators  of  the  soil,  this  year  from  the  want  of  water,  I 
think  the  time  has  come  when  we  ought  to  consider  whether 
greater  use  might  not  be  made  of  that  surface  water  which 
now  is  entirelv  wasted.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  the  habit  were 
introduced  of  establishing  reservoirs,  veiy  great  advantage 
might  be  obtained,  and  under  the  difficult  circumstances  of 
years  of  drought  like  the  present  very  great  benefit  might 


Mr.  J.  K.  FowLEB.  said  that  he  had  just  received  a  tele- 
gram stating  that  the  rinderpest  had  broken  out  among  the 
Putch  catUe.  The  Gk)vemment,  to  meet  the  question  of 
preventing  the  importation  of  the  cattle  plague  into  this 
countiy,  had  made  an  Order  in  Council,  prohibiting  the 
importation  of  stock  from  France,  but  France  wants  now 
•very  animal  she  could  get,  and  it  was  from  Holland  and  the 
other  countries  in  the  rear,  not  in  front  of  the  armies  engaged 
in  warfare,  that  the  prohibition  should  be  applied  to.  If  the 
representatives  present  would  see  that  this  frightful  soorge 
was  not  allowed  to  be  brouffht  into  this  country  again  they 
would  be  thankful,  and  the  firitish  fanner  would  not,  in  the 
words  of  Mr.  Disraeli,  be  appalled  I 

CHESHIEE. 
At  Sandbach,  Lord  Db  Tjlblet,  in  giving  "  Success  to 
the  Cheshire  Agricultural  Society,"  said  a  very  grave  ques- 
tion had  arisen  as  to  the  future  of  this  Society.  He  thought, 
in  short  he  took  it  for  granted,  that  the  presence  of  all  the 
KcnUemen  he  now  addrened  proved  that  they  felt  an  interest 
in  the  Cheshire  Agricultural  Association.  The  question  was, 
should  the  county  association  go  on  or  notP  The  result  that 
day  had  been  promising,  and  he  thought  if  they  held  together 
and  iucreased  their  subscriptions,  and  infaaed  a  littie  new 
blood  into  the  affair,  they  m&ht  continue  their  existence  as  a 
county  association.    He  had  alluded  to  a  sister  society— the 


Manchester  and  Liverpool.  With  that  awocistiwi  tkej  mtA 
come  to  an  understanding,  either  for  friendship  or  pcch^i  *k 
contrary.  He  had  great  confidence  in  the  resolt  of  tlu  wet- 
ing  to-day.  He  hoped  the  county  association  voaU  boU 
together,  and  it  was  with  great  satisfaction  that  he  prapoiri 
its  continued  success.  He  could  not  sit  down  without  tMs^ 
to  two  or  three  facts  which  Mr.  Tollemaehe  wooU  hsTc  tm 
ably  brought  under  their  notice  had  he  been  piesent.  Itns 
only  right  that  Cheshire  farmers  should  know  the  cud  por- 
tion iu  which  they  stood,  in  order  not  to  disooorsge  tbcst,  be! 
to  stimulate  their  exertions.  Mr.  TbUemaehe  had  test  his  t 
statement  of  the  importation  of  Amrrifan  dune,  vhici 
showed  that  from  1866  to  1869  there  had  been  sa  iscnue  a 
the  importation  of  nearly  a  hundred  million  hoiidndvdfb 
of  cheese.  In  1865  the  total  foreign  cheese  imported  vm 
868,277  cwts.,  and  last  year  it  was  979,189  cvts.  StiL  k 
(Lord  de  Tabley)  thought  there  was  no  cause  for  iuanim- 
ment,  for  with  a  large  increase  of  popolstioB  u  tb 
coontxy,  there  were  additional  ways  of  diiposin£  of  Hud  po- 
duoe :  while  as  to  quality,  he  did  not  think  loreigB  deoi 
would  ever  beat  a  good  Cheshire.  Poor  cheese  micfat  hi  i 
difficulty  of  sale,  but  sood  Cheshire  would  never  be  boio. 
Improve  the  make  of  vour  cheese,  then,  he  would  nj.i^i 
beat  the  foreigner  out  of  the  field. 

Mr.  a.  DuTTON,  said :  Notwithstanding  the  wiAei  rf  ^• 
Latham,  Mr.  Mainwarine,  and  other  gentleaea vhovcM 
them  to  come  under  the  shadow  of  a  much  grcster  raj,  v 
could  not  help  thinking  that  it  would  not  be  to  their  att .: 
one  of  tiie  first  sgricnltural  counties  in  the  kingdon  vcr  ^■ 
able  to  maintain  one  large  county  association.  He  vu  j^it 
certain  that  they  could  maintain  one,  but,  in  ords  to  » : 
they  must  all  bepreoared  to  allow  for  each  other*!  pecftuir.- 
ties ;  must  try,  should  he  say,  to  mmke  wider  their  syapia'*! 
explain  their  opinions,  and  be  willing  to  bring  in  tnm  wc^ 
parU  that  which  made  the  Manchester  and  Liverpool  the  «- 
manding  society  it  was.  If  his  young  friends  wonld  tiit  oe 
advice  of  an  old  man  who  had  watched  the  nroeeediais  u 
that  society  fiom  its  commencement — for  he  had  bees  i  ■fi- 
ber from  the  first,  and  had  not  been  absent  from  one  toff. 
and  could  only  say  he  was  forcibly  impreseed  by  the  iw 
of  many  of  the  originators  ot  the  society,  but  that  B»t  t^ 
divert  them  from  the  greater  object  they  should  have » ftf*- 
they  would  all  try  to  do  what  they  could  to  make  the  jeo? 
more  efficient,  and  to  do  that  they  would  take  leMOss  fne  i 
somewhat  more  powerful  rival.  They  must  put  ssde  t^<» 
ceited  and  somewhat  narrow  notioii8---for  he  did  aot  Vf^ 
to  say  that  farmers  were  not  a  UtUe  selfish,  with  s  tesdn?^ 
monopolise —  and  try  and  throw  open  some  of  the  disti' 
if  one  thing  would  strike  them  more  than  another  »«^ 
tion  with  the  Manchester  and  Liverpool,  it  was  the goodfiw 
they  brought  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom.  They  w^ 
first-cUss  stock  from  the  east,  the  west,  the  nort^*.  "t^V 
south ;  and  hence  he  thought  one  of  the  fint  thisp  for  tia 
to  do  was  to  make  their  show-yard  more  attrsctire.  i^ 
into  account  the  area,  the  subscription  list  of  **»* JJ**?. 
and  Liverpool  was  not  krger  than  theirs,  and  th«i«i««  •» 


any  other ;  let  their  Cheshire  farmers  see  them,  sad  s»  a  ^ 
could  not  take  a  leaf  out  of  the  books  of  others.  M  ^. 
so,  but  he  would  have  a  champion  prise  tat  cheese,  oja  - 
the  whole  of  the  kingdom,  so  that  ftey  could  get  "^  " 
send  from  Somerset  and  Sootiand,  and  let  them  t>7^^J*: 
how  the  cheese  was  made  there  witii  a  view  to  m«P°V^ 
methods.     There  were  other   points   too  which  i^-^ 
a  littie  ventilation.    He  would  have  premiuois  s*  wf  '^ 
to  the  sphere  of  tiie    Society's  operation^  w^  ..".^ 
tion  to  aU-commers*  prises,  he  would  make  •  ©w^^ 
between  those  who  made  a  living  by  sgricottnit  m»r 
who  did  not.    He  did  not  hardly  like  to  see  l^f^ 
competing  with  dairy  farmers,  and  thongh  hw  *«*2t^j 
fairly  beaten,  and  it  was  his  (Mr.  Dutton's)  hos»t  of |- 
that  a  better  pair  of  cows  was  in  theposwnofiW?*;; 
farmer  than  tiiose  belonging  to  Uie  R»?htHoB.^»^ 
still  he  thought  a  large  landowner  like  hw  lordship  ih^^ 
compete  with  tenant  farmers.    However,  isen  sw 
and  he  (Mr.  Dutton)  thought  tiiat  the  V^^^l^^^i 
specific  purpose  in  this  direction  should  be  ^"^  TJ^^ 
living  mainly  by  fimning.    Then  he  would  ftm  « "P^ 
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ndga  that  in  giving  the  prizeB  for  the  beet  dairy  eov  or  best 
■ir  of  d&iiy  oowi,  uey  should  not  giTe  them  to  those  with  a 
Badeacy  to  Uiy  on  fiit.  It  did  not  follov  that  the  cow  in  the 
flit  eoodition  was  the  best  dairy  cow.  It  mightprodaoe  ex- 
^t  itoek,  and  yet  not  be  a  pood  milker.  Tnerefore  he 
R»]d  inftnict  their  jaiges  to  give  their  attention  to  the 
jjaiities  the  cow  possessed  for  the  dairy,  and  if  they  liked  to 
yn  pri»8  to  the  oest  oow  irrespective  of  that,  thev  could  do 
0.  The  other  day  a  cow,  which  was  nnqaestionably  the  best 
aioal,  was  shown  against  other  dair^  cows ;  bat  after  con- 
idertble  hesitation  tne  jad^res,  he  being  one,  decided  that 
hflj  ootid  not  give  the  pnse  to  that  oow  and  made  a  note 
B  their  book  that  thongh  they  considered  it  the  best  in  the 
vd,not  being  the  best  dairr  cow,  they  did  not  consider  it  was 
atitled  to  the  preminm.  There  was  one  more  qneetion  which 
verjbody  teemed  inclined  to  shirk,  bat  npon  which  he  had 
pokm  oat  more  than  once,  this  was  in  reoard  to  the  stallions 
ad  brood  mares.  He  considered  that,  whatever  their  merits 
I  other  respects,  if  they  were  not  perfectly  sound  they  should 
lot  be  allowed  to  take  prizes.  They  would  hiugh  at  a  judn 
rbo  gave  a  prize  to  an  unsound  cow  or  an  unsound  bull.  He 
CUV  that  sometimes  an  unsound  horse  came  into  their  posses- 
ioB,  and  that  they  got  the  jeers  and  taunts  of  every  horse- 
bler,  who  woald  ask,  '*  What  do  you  want  for  your  screw  P" 
lad  he  most  say  that  to  ^ve  a  premium  to  an  entire  horse 
rUchwasansonnd — ^he  did  not  say  this  with  any  specific 
Bfereaeeto  what  had  been  dona— was  to  do  a  positive  injury, 
lad  to  hold  ont  an  encouragement  to  the  horse  to  travel 
hrooghoat  the  lensth  and  breadth  of  the  country,  propagating 
losouad  hones.  As  to  mares,  he  knew  the  common  notion 
nu  that  when  a  mare  was  unfit  for  sale  the  best  thing  to  do 
lith  her  was  to  make  a  breeder  of  her ;  but  he  held  that  no 
UB,  be  he  farmer  or  gentieman,  would  act  wiselv  in  putting 
iQ  anuund  brood  mare  to  the  horse  when  the  probabibty  was 
bat  ia  five  cases  out  of  seven  she  would  propagate  her  own 
uuoofldiiess ;  and  therefore  he  thoueht  there  should  be  a  foot- 
Mte  iaaeited  under  the  premium  for  horses,  requesting  the 
adgei  to  withhold  premiums  from  entire  brood  horses  which 
a  their  opinion  were  unsound.  Proceeding  to  the  farm 
iranianu,  &e  told  them  candidly  that  sometimes  when  money 
*as  upended  npon  a  farm  it  was  not  taken  into  consideration 
rbether  that  money  would  be  wisely  and  profitably  expended. 
aedid  not  think  it  was  good  policy  to  expend  208.  in  one  di- 
eetioQ  with  a  prospect  of  getting  no  more  than  18s.  back, 
ilmy  a  man  spent  money  on  unnecessarr  improvements,  for 
laleai  money  expended  gave  a  return  of  five  per  cent,  a  man 
m  not  a  g(Md  farmer,  idthongh  his  land  might  be  dean,  free 
roa  thistles,  and  nothing  wrong  in  the  fences.  There  was  a 
*TUi;  that  a  man  who  caused  two  blades  of  grass  to  grow 
rfaere  only  one  grew  before  was  a  benefiictor  to  his  race ;  but 
I  man  onght  not  to  expend  capital  without  a  fair  and  reason- 
ible  prospect  of  getting  interest  for  it.  If  they  would  give  the 
utter  aeriooa  thought  they  would  see  there  was  something  in 
rhithe  said.  There  wasone  remark  made  b^  the  Hon.  Wilbra- 
»a£gerton  in  reference  to  the  great  education  question  which 
>e(t}iespeaker)  would  not  like  to  pass  over.  The  future  of  the 
oantry  depended  upon  the  success  of  the  education  move- 
KBt,  and  he  felt  confident  that  if,  with  all  due  respect  to 
neir  sectarian  influences,  they  would  sink  them  and  oombrie 
0  eitend  edncation  on  the  basis  of  the  Bible,  it  would  be  one 
(the most  SQooessfid  measures  ever  brought  forward.  Let 
bem  drop  sectarian  bitterness,  because  if  they  did  not,  it 
^  be  a  perpetual  blister,  and  instead  of  happiness  and 
podwill,  the  existing  breach  caused  by  their  differences  would 
e  widened. 

,  ^<  Jahxs  Daplin  said  in  breeding  many  farmers  lost 
"M-  They  were  all  well  aware  that  from  three  to  four  years 
ones  were  very  unsaleable,  owins  to  casting  their  teeth,  be- 
V  bad  in  their  coats  and  out  of  condition.  Therefore  this 
^  the  time  he  would  put  a  young  sound  mare  to  the  horse. 
lie  lonrth  year  it  would  have  a  col^  and  at  the  back  end  of 
^  year  they  would  have  a  colt  worth  from  £10  to  £12,  and 
Be  mare  better  in  appearance  by  £10  or  £15.  This  plan 
roold  not  preclude  the  young  mare  with  a  colt  at  her  foot 
ouig  the  work  of  an  old  horse.  He  did  not  think  any  man 
boold  pat  an  old  mare  to  the  horse.  How  many  times  did 
»7  hear  the  remark  when  a  colt  happened  to  be  awkward- 
wking,  snd  not  what  was  expected,  **  1  will  never  send  my 
tare  to  that  horse  again  ;**  and  at  the  same  time  perhaps  it 
'Mnotthehom'tfaolt.    If  they  put  old  mam  to  the  hone 


they  need  not  be  astonished  to  see  colts  with  lop-ears,  bad 
necks,  bad  hocks,  their  tails  turned,  with  ring-bones,  side 
bones,  and  one  foot  over  the  other !  But  if  they  would  take 
the  line  he  had  directed  they  would  see  the  advantages  of  it. 

Mr.  Fedlzy  said  the  few  observations  he  had  to  make  had 
reference  to  a  department  which  he  conceived  to  be  the  most 
important  in  the  show  of  a  Cheshire  Agricultural  Society — 
that  in  which  the  cheese  and  butter  were  shown.  So  far  as 
his  own  knowledge  extended  over  the  past  history  of  that 
societv  he  did  not  think  there  had  been  any  cheese  to  equal 
it,  and  it  was  only  justice  to  the  society  to  say  it  far  exceeded 
Uie  show  of  cheese  in  connection  with  the  Manchester  and 
Liverpool  Agricultural  Society.  The  richness  of  the  quality 
and  the  pureness  of  the  flavour  was  as  near  approaching  per- 
fection as  it  could  be,  especially  in  those  cheese  taking  first 
and  second  prixes.  He  believed  they  had  not  only  done  justice 
to  his  friend  Mr.  Aston,  but  that  he  was  richly  entitled  to  the 
award.  It  had  been  suggested  by  his  (the  speaker's)  colleague 
that  the  person  who  obtained  the  first  prize  should  be  under 
the  obligation  of  'giving  a  detailed  account  of  the  process  of 
making  the  cheese,  and  that  every  person  taking  a  first  prize 
should  give  a  written  account  of  the  production  of  it,  for  the 
benefit  of  members  of  the  society  and  others,  with  a  view  to 
improving  the  quali^  of  cheese  generally ;  and  he  was  quite 
sure  that  if  the  qoalitv  of  cheese  was  equiJ  to  the  majority  of 
that  shown,  they  would  hear  nothing  about  American  cheese. 
There  might  be,  perhaps,  on  the  pairt  of  some  a  feeling  of  jea- 
lousy, and  perlmps  selfishness — a  fear  lest  their  monopoly 
should  be  interfered  with,  but  it  was  his  conviction  that  it,  as 
his  coadjutor  had  su^|gested,  the  quality  of  cheese  was  im- 
proved tne  oonsumption  would  be  incn»sed  ;  and  personally 
ne  co«ild  say  that,  if  he  could  obtain  cheese  Wte  that  made  by 
Mr.  Aston,  where  he  sold  50  tons  now  he  could  sell  100.  His 
own  experience,  and  no  doubt  theirs  was  too,  that  when  he 
got  a  good  cheese  on  the  table  it  disappeared  vezy  much  quicker 
than  a  poor  one. 

Mr.  J.  Aston  said  when  he  entered  his  cheese  for  exhibition 
he  was  not  at  all  sanguine  about  taking  a  prize,  still  less  of 
securing  the  cup,  but  he  assured  them  he  was  very  pleased  he 
had  been  successful.  For  a  number  of  years  he  had  taken 
neat  interest  in  cheese-making,  and  in  his  humble  way  had  put 
forth  efforts  so  improve  the  qiudity  of  cheese  generally.  That 
their  staple  commodity  woald  compare  favourably  with  that  of 
many  otner  counties  and  surpass  tliat  of  most  of  them  no  one 
who  had  given  attention  to  the  sut^ect  would  deny.  Still  they 
ought  not  to  rest  satisfied  because  more  eoually  fine  in  flavour. 
For  the  last  two  or  three  years  he  had  been  labouring  to 
secore  rich  fine  flavour  with  a  small  amount  of  labour,  and  the 
prize  awarded  to  him  that  dav  proved  that  he  had  to  some 
extent  succeeded.  But  he  would  not  rest  satisfied ;  he  sought 
to  attain  to  a  higher  standard  of  perfection.  As  a  desire  had 
been  expressed  on  the  part  of  some  that  a  short  account  should 
be  furnished  of  how  the  cheese  was  manufactured,  he  would 
just  say  that  their  present  plan  was  a  combination  of  two 
methods — ^the  Cheshire  and  the  Cheddar.  In  the  process  they 
made  use  of  scalded  whey,  and  entirely  dispensed  with  skewer- 
ing. They  had  also  dispensed  with  rubbing  and  greasing  during 
the  time  the  cheese  were  ripening  for  market.  No  pressore  was 
applied  at  the  time  of  making,  or  until  about  two  days  after- 
wards. After  the  curd  had  been  broken  up  the  heat  was  in- 
creased to  160,  and  the  whey  drained  off;  they  ground  the 
curd  and  vatted  it.  The  cheese  was  put  into  a  moderatdv 
heated  oven,  where  it  remained  till  the  following  morning.  U 
was  then  taken  out  and  left  in  a  warm  part  of  the  press-house 
for  twenty-four  hours  without  being^  turned :  was  kept  in  this 
room  for  three  or  four  days,  when  it  was  rubbed  over  with 
warm  grease,  put  into  calico  caps  or  binders,  and  continued 
so  till  sent  to  market  He  acknowledged  he  had  not  furnished 
the  details,  but  only  a  few  particulars — ^but  he  woidd  be  happy 
to  communicate  all  he  knew  as  to  how  rich  flne  flavoured 
cheese  were  made  with  a  small  amount  of  labour.  He  would 
just  say,  before  sitting  down,  that  the  results  of  his  somewhat 
new  mode  jrere  highly  satisftictoiy  to  himself. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Latham  said  that  credit  was  due  to  Mr.  Arton 
for  what  he  had  said  about  the  making  of  cheese.  He  believed 
he  spoke  the  sense  of  the  meeting  when  he  said  if  all  was  put 
down  tiiat  he  had  said,  itwould  putcheese  making  in  a  new  U^t. 
They  would  observe  from  his  account  that  instead  of  crashing 
oat  the  curd,  he  applied  heat,  having  found  ont  that  the  flogging 
and  beating  system  was  not  so  good  as  gentle  pressore.    As  t« 
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the  method  of  not  fioiitiiiff  the  cud,  bnt  limply  applyxBg  heel 
to  the  wher  th&t  had  nm  from  it,  it  was  one  which  eom- 
mended  itidf  to  their  good  Miiae,  and  he  wai  not  in  the  leait 
inrprifled  that  Mr.  Alton  had  sot  a  prise.  If  Mr.  Aston  pnb- 
litked  a  fhller  aoooaat  of  me  prooess  in  the  papers,  it 
would  be  of  great  benefit  to  them  alL  Mr.  Bntton  had 
referred  to  himself  and  othen,  who  were  wishinl  that  that 
society  should  come  under  the  shadow  of  a  larger  body. 
Now  no  man  in  the  world  was  more  ready  to  asslit  that 
society  than  he  (Mr.  Latham}  was.  The  only  question  he 
had  in  his  own  mind  was  wnether  they  wonld  not  do  more 
Bood  by  being  affiliated  to  that  larger  society  than  they  were 
doing  at  the  present  time.  Bat  depend  npon  it  the  Cheshire 
Society  wonld  do  good  if  they  eonld  get  to  know  the  pro- 
cesses and  experiments  of  the  snooessral  competitors.  Still 
he  oonld  not  help  feeling  that  the  question  wonld  arise  some 
day,  not  only  to  them  but  to  the  newly-born  society  in  East 
Cheshire,  the  Wirral,  Altrincham,  and  Manchester  and 
Lirerpool,  whether  these  should  not  all  combine  to  form  one 
)(Teat  north-western  agricultural  society,  which  might  include 
Stafibrdihize,  Cheshire,  Lancashire,  uid  part  of  Yorkihire. 

STAFFOKDSHmE. 

At  Walial],  at  the  Judges*  dinner,  Mr.  J.  Briwh  intro- 
duced the  customary  discussion  on  agricultaral  topics  br 
adverting  to  the  present  and  future  supplv  of  animal  food. 
About  SO  years  since  Sir  Robert  Feel  introduced  his  measure 
for  the  free  importation  of  foreign  cattle,  the  object  of  that 
measure  being  to  reduce  the  price  of  butchers^  meat.  The 
price  of  butchers*  meat  had,  howcTer,  gone  on  increasinff  at 
intervals  until  the  present  day,  for  the  simple  reason  tnat 
while  foreign  stock  had  been  introduced  free,  foreign  diseases, 
of  which  previously  they  had  had  no  knowledge,  had  been  in- 
troduced also.  The  somewhat  insignificant  proportion  of  4^ 
per  cent,  of  cattle  had  been  introduced  from  foreign  countries, 
and  6  per  cent,  of  home  products  had  been  lost  by  diseases 
which  were  imported  at  the  same  time.  In  consequence  of 
this  the  consumers  of  food  had  not  in  the  least  possible  degree 
benefited  by  the  importation  of  foreign  cattle.  The  remedy 
he  suggested  was  that  all  imported  catUe  should  be  sUughtered 
at  the  port  of  debarkation.  English  agriculturists  cud  not 
fear  the  importation  of  animal  food,  cooked  and  encased  in 
tallow ;  but  they  did  fear  the  live  animal,  which  brought  dis- 
ease into  their  herds  and  loss  to  the  farmer,  and  deprived  the 
consumer  of  a  considerable  portion  of  his  food. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Masfzn  agreed  with  some  of  Mr.  Brawn's  re- 
marks, but  with  regard  to  another  part  would  be  disposed  to 
sit  on  the  opposition  benches.  If  the  remarks  had  been  made 
seven  or  eight  years  ago,  then  there  would  have  been  sufficient 
data  to  show  that  the  imported  diseases  had  caused  more  loss 
by  the  destruction  of  the  fiocks  and  herds  than  had  been 
gained  by  the  introduction  of  the  food ;  but  he  was  disposed 
to  think  that  the  introduction  under  Sir  Robert  Peel's  Act 
had  been  a  great  advantage  during  the  past  five  or  six  years, 
and  with  proper  restrictions,  which  they,  as  producers  of  food, 
had  a  right  to  expect,  might  continue  to  be  of  advantage.  He 
would  leave  this  topic,  however,  to  refer  to  one  or  two  things 
which  he  regarded  as  desiderata  to  make  the  position  of  the 
agriculturist  what  it  should  be.  The  first  was  a  eood  and 
equitable  agreement  between  landlord  and  tenant,  and  another 
was  that  they  should  not  let  the  increase  of  local  taxation 
press  more  heavily  on  them  than  they  were  given  to  under- 
stand would  be  the  case  at  the  time  it  was  imposed.  The  last 
subject  he  referred  to  because  he  had  more  than  once  been 
told  that  the  tenant  farmer  had  nothing  to  do  with  paying  the 
rates.  If,  however,  the  tenant  farmer,  on  makiuK  his  odcu- 
lations,  found  that  he  had  to  provide  from  2|  to  6  per  cent, 
annually  for  what  might  be  termed  the  good- will  of  posses- 
sion, and  aftervrards  it  crept  up  to  7  or  8  per  cent.,  as  it 
frequently  did,  it  was  as  much  a  question  for  the  tenant  as  for 
the  landlord.  With  regard  to  the  burdens  brought  by  recent 
legislation,  they  had  no  right  to  grumble  at  the  amount  they 
were  called  upon  to  pay.  The  making  of  the  county  rates  «ras, 
however,  mainly  in  the  hands  of  those  who  had  an  interest  in 
the  soil,  and  as  the  tenant  farmers  had  never  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  curteiling  the  expenditure  of  those  rates,  they  had  a 
nght  to  oojMphiin.  or,  at  all  events,  to  express  their  opinion 
about  it.  Two  of  the  things  they  had  no  right  to  complain 
about  were,  first,  the  abolition  of  the  turnpike  gates,  and,  next, 


tim  ediMiftiooal  nti.  Vmmihdm^  ihi  tm/^w^b 
had  alwaji  contended,  thmr  flie  beidca  upon  As  diiit 
ahoulden.  And  m  to  the  ednoaiion  miiMms,¥liiAWsi 
not  eufltiy  Hki^  while  bawunot  pnpaied  ts  eoadoBitii 
the  extent  that  some  had  done,  he  oontended  that  staasi 
was  as  necessary  for  the  agricultaral  laboorer  u  for  tiieia 
engaged  in  any  of  the  tndes  of  the  eoontiy,  psitiosliiif  Btb 
inteodnetion  of  eostly  maehiaeiy  into  ianiiag  opntke 
lendered  the  employment  ol  men  of  intcUigBBtt  lai  ik£ 
neoeasaiy.  It  was,  therafore,  apart  from  say  qssitiM  i 
philanthropy,  to  the  intenst  of  the  frmar  to  see  tkit  la 
labourers  wen  ednoatod.    As,  however,  the  sdaodios  e{  i 


ohild  was  received  fiir  sood  or  lor  no  pvposs,  jsitifloaciii 
to  the  example  he  found  set  him  at  home,  hs  oouidndtte 
in  giving  edocation  to  the  diildren  befue  tiiey  hi  fnrM 
the  pareate  with  comfortable  homes  in  whiek  to bragtes 
np  deoentlT,  thev  were  beginning  at  the  wroag  csi  If  tWf 
provided  this,  then  they  might  ex]Met  a  good  loton  fxu 
two  investments— the  good  edneation  and  ths  good  kMi 
As  to  the  game  question,  there  was  no  maa  who  hid  ifnar 
horror  than  himself  of  being  game-eaten;  whils  sttkas 
time  no  man  had  a  greater  honor  of  the  qicstioB  bug  taka 
np  and  used  as  politioal  capital,  aa  it  hadbeenby  cwtsispeiw 
daring  the  last  twelve  or  eighteen  months.  Itvosldbeiiii 
power  to  sin^  oat  certain  gentlemen,  and  he  ssed  kHr 
many  ooonties  distant  to  find  thcin,  who  hsd  ipsha  ^ 
libenlly  upon  this  qoestioa  for  poUtieal  poipoM,  bntfi» 
actions  woold  not  bear  reflecting  npon,  their  tesuti  ^aa^ 
more  from  game  than  the  tenante  of  any  other  liiMa 
thecountjr.  If  there  was  one  thing  mors  thsa  iaotetk£ 
agrieulturiste  had  to  eomplain  of  it  was  the  iatndDctiaitf  i 
third  party  as  a  tenant  of  game  after  the  landlori  flrhiii|«^ 
had  seleoted  a  tenant  with  saflkient  eanitsl  to  stock  thsbi 
and  &rm  it  property.  No  tenant  would  object  to  bliM- 
lord  shooting  over  the  farm,  bat  it  was  not  toteopicM 
that  there  could  be  any  old  associations  broogfat  to  beir  be- 
tween the  tenant  and  the  holder  of  the  shoatiBf-piiM»  * 
man  who  had  made  money  as  n  merchant— who  tnapUs** 
his  turnips,  and  almost  invariably  left  his  gstes  o^ 

At  the  annual  dinner  the  Chairman,  Lord  fUrsar^, 
said,  in  Staffordshire  they  ooght  to  have  1S8,000  vm^ 
cereal  cropa,  and  if  by  science  they  so  imprared  the  i^p 
mente  of  husbandry  as  to  raise  but  one  peek  additioa!  pe 
acre,  that  would  add  82,620  bnshels  to  the  sDAoalfofiip 
ducte  of  the  country,  and  at  6s.  per  boshsl  thit  toil." 
worth  £8,812.    Then  with  regard  to  pasture.  Vg!^- 
the  county  848,000  acres  of  pastorage ;  and  if  thsy  eoalit^F 
but  one  more  sheep  per  hunoretd  acres  than  fi)nKrlf--^',j 
good  farmer  would  not  think  much  of  that— tiie  rwalt«^ 
be  3,480  additional  sheep,  worth  £6,960.   Tbos  by  >  »'*'< 
yet  a  sure  process,  they  would  gradually  derebpetherescf^ 
of  the  country.    He  could  sciurely  spesk  upos  the  ^^ 
of  agriculture  without  alluding  to  the  great  dnm^t  ^J^ 
had  so  seriously  affected  the  fannmg  interest  lhi«  }nt.  i«'  | 
sons  told  them  that  the  dryness  of  Uie  late  sstna  had  aj^ 
from  the  system  of  thorough  drainage.    Bat  tbe;  eosuk&j 
accept  that  explanation  when  they  reflected  how  iatil«i^''|;  I 
area  of  country  which  was  put  under  thorough  dnini|t^'  I 
especially  when  compared  with  that  of  the  oeesD  byv^fl 
they  were  surrounded.    They  could  not  dive  into  the  »c^] 
of  natore,  for  they  were  guarded  by  a  kind  Provideaee;  *■  I 
they  could  tell  how  to  cultivate  the  eround  lo  u  »-!» 
diverse  cireumstances.    Now,  wherever  ne  had  «eni«j«P 
turnips  this  jear  on  Ught  bmd  it  had  been  the  reidt  o^  »^  , 
autumn  cultivation.    The  ground  in  autumn  wii  ^^\2  I 
that  it  received  and  retain^  Uie  winter  moisture,  sw  .^J 
the  seed  was  deposited  in  it  in  the  spring  the  seed  pj^  j 
without  the  assistance  of  those  spnng  showers  whicli  i«"^ 
came  to  the  rdief  of  the  farmer  this  year.    He  ^  *«^ 
steted  by  an  eminent  agriculturist  that  barler  crop  J^. 
be  secured  by  deep  autumn  cultivation,  and  slthongb «  ^ 
Chairman)  saw  many  ol^ections  to  such  a  ooune,  be  *^. , 
above  trying  experiments.    There  would  be  the  w*  «  . 
value  of  the  manure,  which  the  sheep  folded  onon  the  ?^» 
would  give  to  it.    They  would  kwe,  too,  the  admtir  «;^ 
moving  the  sheep  from  pasture  to  fallow,  '^hich  »»»r  . 
advantege  to  their  feet,  and  the  advantage  of  cJ^fJ^tT 
pastures  for  a  time  of  sheep  so  ss  to  renew  t«  ^^ 
Still,  for  the  sake  of  agricultural  improvemsnt, «  *2J,t3 
to  make  the  experiment  j  and  if  he  WMspwrf"***' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THB  FASUHB'S  ILLGAZINI. 


413 


exhibition  ha  would  tell  fhem  the  raenU.  Before  <iii«i— I'ng 
the  inbjeet  of  agricultonl  improTementi,  he  wonld  express  h» 
ntiBftctioii  at  witnening  the  rental  lo  general  throoghoat 
the  oonntry  of  the  old  cnstom  of  harreit  thankagivings.  They 
heard  and  read  of  their  heing  celebrated  not  only  in  rural  hat 
in  town  districta,  showing  that  there  was  a  fioeling  abroad  that 
the  gifts  of  Froyidence  in  the  frnits  of  the  sou  wera  an  ad- 
Taotsge  conined  not  to  the  agrionltiirists  idone,  bat  extending 
to  the  oommonitT  at  large.  There  was  a  qoettion  mooted  at 
the  Society's  UbJe  last  year  which  did  not  meet  with  much 
tpproral— the  Irish  Land  BilL  If  he  allnded  to  it  now  at  all, 
it  was  simply  to  express  a  hope  that  they  wonld  never  in  this 
oonntry  require  any  legislative  interference  between  the  Eng- 
hsh  laAdlord  and  the  English  tenant,  even  npon  the  vexed 
qnettion  of  game.  All  that  was  required  was  a  simple,  short, 
tnd  fair  agreement  between  landlord  and  tenant,  with  liberal 
covenants,  and  a  covenant  as  to  unexhausted  improvementi, 
—in  case  of  outgoing  tenancy.  There  could  not  be  any 
Meulty  about  unexhausted  improvements,  because  he 
thooffht  that  building  and  draining  were  the  work  of 
the  landlord;  and  when  he  could  not  do  it  the  tenant 
ought  to  be  able  to  go  to  the  landlord  or  his  agent,  and  come 
to  an  understanding  aa  to  how  he  was  to  recoup  himself  for 
tboie  improvements  in  case  he  became  an  outf^ing  tenant. 
There  should  be  a  liberal  covenant  with  regard  to  unexhausted 
Tjlue  of  manure  in  the  soil.  He  held  that  with  regard  to  that 
the  tenant  had  a  Tenant  Bight  It  had  been  suggested  that 
in  arbitrator  should  be  appointed  for  the  county  between 
Undlord  and  tenant.  He  did  agree  with  that  suggestion, 
becaose  he  did  not  think  that  any  arbitrator  could  be 
•0  appointed  who  would  have  the  confidence  alike  of 
tandlord  and  tenant.  The  best  plan  he  thought  was  the  cus- 
tom which  obtained  in  this  and  other  oountiea,  by  whidi 
eseh  apmnnted  hia  own  arbitrator,  and  the  arbitrators 
appointed  a  referee,  whose  dednon  was  final.  As  great  inte- 
rest attached  to  the  subject  he  might  be  expected  to  aay  some- 
uingupon  game ;  but  it  was  difficult  for  a  landowner,  a 
•PortwMn,  and  a  game-preserver,  to  deal  with  such  a  topic. 
We? erthelMs,  if  anything  he  could  say  should  add  at  all  to  the 
foree  of  what  others  had  said  in  other  quarters  upon  the  sub- 
^  he  should  not  be  sorry  that  the  matter  had  been  broaehed. 
a*  dsprecated  in  the  strongest  terms  that  modem  system  of 
cnmnunfi;  an  estate  with  game  to  the  great  detriment  of  the 
und.  Observe,  however,  he  did  not  olqeet  to  a  moderate 
quantity  of  game,  particularly  if  there  was  not  much 
groand  game;  because  he  was  convinced  tiiat  there  were 
Teiy  few  tenant-fturmers  who  would  olqect  to  see  an  owner  of 
the  soil  enjoying  at  times  a  day's  sport.  It  was  no  argument 
to  him  to  say  that  when  a  farmer  came  upon  an  e^te  where 
mnch  game  was  preserved  that  he  knew  what  to  expect  before 
he  came.  When  a  tenant  bargained  to  look  after  trees,  or  to 
find  a  team  occasionally  for  his  landlord,  that  might  be  so, 
a&d  he  could  do  it ;  but  there  was  something  indefinite  in  the 
matter  of  (^me,  and  the  tenant  very  naturally  fonnd  more 
pme  kept  than  he  expected  when  he  took  to  the  farm.  He 
hoped  tiiat  those  gentlemen  who  indulged  in  the  great 
slan^hter  of  game  in  these  days,  and  which  could  not  be  <ndled 
sport,  wonld  see  the  necessity  of  curbing  their  inclination  to 
that  pnrtuit  or  public  opinion  would  become  so  strong  that 
they  would  be  obliged  to  do  so.  Next  year  there  would  be  no 
iBA^n^  of  that  society  as  it  would  be  eclipsed  then  by  the 
meeting  of  the  Boyal  Agricultural  Society  at  Wolverhampton. 
Re  was  sorry  to  learn  that  the  funds  required  to  carry  out 
that,  aerionsly  speaking,  great  undertaking  were  not  yet  equal 
to  the  requirements.  He  thought  that  the  suggestion  of  the 
committee  at  Wolverhampton  that  the  gentlemen  composing 
the  Boards  of  Guardians  in  the  eountiy  should  form  local 
committees  in  aid  of  the  Central  Committee  deserved  every 
npport,  for  though  the  show  was  to  be  held  at  Wolverhamp- 
ton it  was  no  less  an  honour  and  a  utility  to  the  whole  county. 
Mr.  BiuwN  said :  Affrioulture,  they  were  told  some  time 
>Ko  by  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  was  in  so  robust  a 
state  of  health  that  the  old  lady  believed  that  something  was 
jNn^C  to  happen  to  her.  But  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  was  not  an  authority  in  agricultural  matters,  and  if  they 
appealed  to  those  who  were  better  acquainted  with  the  old 
isdy  they  would  tell  them  that  sh^  like  many  other  old  women 
of  whom  we  heard  som^^mes,  enjoyed  very  bad  health.  She 
*v  eitramely  luaoeptible  of  extreme  heat  and  exoessive 
'^^'^f^at.  At  the  ptMent  time  iho  wm  ftlmoit  pmtnted  by 


the  tuoBuxn  heat.  A  fbw  yean  t^gp  those  who  took  upon 
themselves  to  be  the  instructors  of  agriculture—and  they  were 
not  a  few— called  u^n  the  British  fanners  to  drain  their  land« 
They  did  drain  their  land,  and  now  they  were  told  by  the 
members  for  North  Warwickshire  that  they  had  committed  a 
mistake.  The  senior  member  for  North  Warwidcshire  spoke 
of  the  advantages  he  had  gained  bv  choking  up  his  drains,  and 
the  junior  member  had  expressed  his  belief  that  they  had 
drained  the  land  too  much.  Opinions  something  similar  to 
this  had  been  expressed  that  evening.  He  would  not  on  any 
account  say  one  word  that  would  affect  the  judicious  draining 
of  land,  but  there  was  one  system  of  drainage  which  had 
proved  most  disastrous  to  agriculture,  and  that  was  that  con- 
tinuous and  unceasing  drain  upon  the  British  farmer's  pockets. 
It  was  a  very  important  &ct  that  the  population,  wealth,  and 
pauperism  of  this  country  had  increased  to  a  very  considerable 
extent,  but  that  neither  wealth,  ]>opulation,  nor  pauperism  had 
increased  in  the  slightest  degree  in  purely  agricultural  districts, 
and  yet  the  payments  which  agriculturists  were  called  upon  to 
make  in  support  of  the  poor,  for  the  punishment  of  crime,  and 
for  the  protection  of  the  population,  had  doubled  within  the  hwt 
ten  years,  and  in  ver^r  many  instances  amounted  to  about  one- 
third  of  the  farmer's  income.  The  British  fiumer  complained, 
and  how  was  it  proposed  to*  remedy  the  evilP  It  was  pro- 
posed to  take  one-half  of  the  burden  from  the  tenant-farmer, 
and  place  it  upon  the  landlord.  He  would  ask  them,  as  rea- 
sonable men,  what  this  wonld  do  for  agriculture?  Agricul- 
ture was  properly  described,  a  short  time  ago,  as  a  great 
donkey,  carrying  two  heavily-laden  panniers ;  and  it  was  pro- 
posed to  lighten  his  panniers  by  taking  part  of  the  burthen 
out  of  one  pannier  and  placing  it  in  Uie  other.  What,  he 
asked,  would  that  do  for  the  comfort  or  equilibrium  of  the 
donkey  P  He  would  respectfolly  impress  upon  their  repre- 
sentatives in  Parliament  that  what  the^r  required  for  the  rdief 
of  this  overburthened  donkey  was  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  beasts  of  burthen,  and  a  decrease  in  the  size  of  the 
panniers. 

Mr.  llAJBTur  pointed  out  that  the  judges  at  agricultural 
shows  discharged  verv  onerous  duties ;  imd,  as  his  own  expe- 
rience told  him,  the  faithlul  discharge  of  their  duties  was  often 
followed  by  unkind  and  nnpleaaant  critioiams,  which  he 
strongly  deprecated. 

CITMBBBIiAND. 
At  Wigton  the  Hon.  P.  Wtnshax,  M.P.,  said  he  had  been 
venr  much  satisfied  with  what  he  had  seen  at  the  show  to-day, 
and  he  thought  that  Wigton  had  kept  up  its  character  for 
having  one  of  the  moet  interesting  and  attractive  shows  in 
this  part  of  the  kingdom.  They  had  seen  a  great  number  of 
very  good  horses  to-day,  and  particuUirly  in  the  younger  cUss. 
Among  the  colts  and  fillies  there  were,  he  thought,  some  most 
promising  animals,  and  that  at  a  show  of  this  kind  was  what 
one  cared  more  about  than  the  show  of  old  horses,  because  it 
was  from  the  young  horses  that  those  who  bred  horses  must 
expect  to  receive  that  profit  to  which  every  breeder  looked. 
There  was  one  part  ana  the  only  part  of  the  show  which  did 
not  meet  his  approval.  He  had  hoped  this  year  to  have  seen 
them  go  back  to  what  he  always  remembered  to  have  seen  at 
these  shows  formerly  in  respect  to  the  system  of  testing  the 
leaping  powers  of  a  horse— a  system  they  used  always  to  see 
praetisea  in  Cumberland— namely,  by  flights  of  hurdles  at 
proper  distances  from  each  other,  properly  bushed  with  gorse, 
which  was  all  that  was  need^,  for  then  they  could  judge  how 
the  horse  measured  its  distance,  instead  of  which  they  saw  to- 
day what  he  might  call  sensational  nonsense  and  danger. 
The  first  fence  he  could  only  compare  to  a  gardener's  leavings 
at  the  side  of  a  wall  when  he  had  trimmed  the  evergreens. 
It  was  not  like  anything  you  ever  saw  in  the  field.  The  next 
obstacle  was  a  lot  of  loose  earth  with  a  shallow  ditch  on  the 
other  side,  and  he  must  say  he  thought  those  horses  were  the 
most  sensible  who,  having  onoe  found  that  there  was  very 
little  water  and  a  sound  bottom,  never  took  the  trouble  of 
jumping  a  second  time.  The  second  fence  he  called  nothing 
more  than  a  mud  lark.  It  might  be  good  fon  to  those  on  the 
stand  who  had  paid  their  shillings  to  look  on ;  but  really  as 
to  a  test  of  what  a  horse  could  do,  it  was  sheer  nonsense. 
And  then  came  the  third  leap,  which  consisted  of  high  rails. 
If  ^flj  had  been  made  stiffer,  th^  would  have  been  so  dan- 
geroua  that  it  would  not  have  done  to  send  any  horse  to  feee 
thflBiaooldUood,   ThexwoltwMtluttit  wm  foudiMoef* 
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oary  to  make  the  rails  so  as  to  fall  down  when  touched,  and 
the  natoral  good  sense  of  the  horse  was  such  that  when  he 
eren  foond  he  coold  break  the  leap,  he  nerer  took  the  trouble 
to  raise  himself  ap  a  sufficient  height  in  his  jomp  and  go  over 
the  top  rail.  He  nad  attended  these  shows  for  ten  years,  and 
it  was  onlr  within  the  last  three  years  that  this  nonsense,  sen- 
sation, and  danger  had  come  into  togne.  They  saw  last  year 
a  valaable  mare,  Fanny  Drane,  which  won  all  over  England, 
come  to  an  nntimely  end  with  great  cruelty  through  this  non- 
senncal  sensational  jumping.  He  hoped  that  Wigton  show 
would  continue  to  flourisD,  that  it  would  continue  to  have  a 
fine  show  of  young  horses,  and  that  they  would  go  back  to  the 
old  rational  system  of  testing  the  powers  of  the  hunters. 

The  Hon.  Chabubs  Howard,  31.P.,  said,  referring  to 
the  inquiries  of  the  Committee  on  Local  TVucation,  he  hsd  had 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  Mr  Orey  of  Dilston,  who  reeom- 
menoed  that  the  Irish  system  of  a  division  of  rates  between 
owners  and  occupiers  should  be  extended  to  England. 

At  Carlisle,  Colonel  Sal&eld,  the  chairman,  remarked : 
It  is  said  that  these  are  days  of  progiess ;  and  I  am  glad,  among 
other  improvements,  to  see  a  gpat  improvement  in  the  toast 
list.  Hitherto,  on  these  occasions,  we  have  been  accustomed 
to  see  twenty-four  or  twenty-five  toasts  on  the  list;  but, 
owin^  to  the  curtailment  which  has  been  made,  it  is  my  duty 
to  bring  to  your  notice,  at  this  rather  early  period,  what  may 
be  cdled  the  toast  of  the  evening,  which  is,  *'  Success  to  the 
East  Cumberland  Agricultural  Society,'*  or,  in  other  words, 
**  Our  noble  selves.'*  It  would  be  difficult,  I  think,  to  over- 
estimate the  value  of  Associations  like  this,  or  the  good  they 
do  in  creating  emulation  and  in  bringing  together  practical 
men  from  various  parts  of  the  countiy,  not  only  to  eiohange 
ideas  among  themselves,  but  also  to  impart  to  those  of  less  ex- 
pNBrienoe  tlie  result  of  their  experiments  in  their  several  locali- 
ties on  a  subject  of  great  national  importance.  There 
was  a  time  when  it  was  said  that  the  owners  and 
occupiers  of  the  land  iiere,  in  skill  and  enterprise,  be- 
hind the  aee;  and  at  that  time  several  ]^liti«d  econo- 
mists held  that  the  tillage  of  the  soil  in  this  country  was 
a  matter  of  very  minor  national  importance.  Even  the  late 
Joseph  Hume,  amongst  the  many  fooush  things  which  he  said 
in  the  course  of  a  uwful  life — and  no  man  uttered  more  non- 
sense during  a  most  practical  career — was  accustomed  to  de- 
clare that  England  would  be  as  great  and  as  prosperous  if  not 
even  a  blade  of  com  were  grown  in  this  countiy.  But  we 
have  outlived  that  folly,  and  now,  b^  the  energy  of  our  farmers, 
the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  agriculture  during  the  last 
twenty  vears  has  beengreater  than  that  in  any  other  branch  of 
national  industrjr.  We  have  also  lived  to  learn  that  when 
skill  and  enterprise  are  applied  to  the  soil,  and  Heaven  blesses 
his  efforts,  the  fanner's  reward  is  indeed  well  earned ;  whilst 
his  failure  is  not  only  an  individual  loss  but  a  great  national 
calamity.  Since  the  establishment  of  agricultural  associations 
— and  I  believe  it  is  somewhat  near  forty  or  flftv  years  since 
they  took  root  in  this  country — ^more  has  been  done  for  the 
improvement  of  our  flocks  and  heids  than  three  hundred  years 
had  acoompUshed  previous  to  the  organization  of  these  socie- 
ties. The  days  for  mere  fat  and  bulk  have  gone  by.  The 
breeder  now  endeavours  to  produce  an  animal  which  wUl 
yield  the  largest  amount  of  nnme  beef  in  a  short  space  of  time 
and  on  a  small  amount  of  food ;  in  fact,  the  breeder's  motto 
has  now  become,  "Moderate  in  siie,  but  rich  in  quality." 
We  must  not,  however,  rest  upon  what  we  have  already  accom- 
l^ished ;  for  we  have  enterprising  rivals  both  in  Holland  and 
Denmark,  and  in  other  countries  where  the  pastures  are  natu- 
rally luxuriant.  The  Danish  farmers  have  more  than  once 
exhibited  stock  at  the  Smithfteld  Club  shows  side  by  side  with 
our  own,  and  their  Shorthorns  have  been  pronounced  to  be  but 
very  little  inferior  to  those  of  our  native  growth.  Ton  are  all 
aware  of  the  fabulous  prices  which  are  given  for  buUs  for  ex- 
portation, and  you  may  rest  assured  that  our  rivals  abroad  are 
doing  their  utmost  to  equal  the  stock  bred  in  this  country.  We 
must  not,  therefore,  assume  that  the  arena  is  entirely  our  own, 
to  hold  without  a  rival.  Beside  cattle  and  sheep,  this  country 
han  become  extremely  celebrated  for  its  breed  of  horses ;  tad. 
those  who  saw  the  horses  on  the  ground  to-day,  and  at  Wigton 
yesterday,  must  have  been  higher  pleased  with  the  progress 
which  has  been  made.  You  can  now  scarcely  go  to  a  Urge 
hone  •how--at  Isluigton,  or  Birmingham,  or  any  other  place 
—without  finding  Cumberland  horses,  many  of  whom  are  suc- 
ceaalul  oompetiton.    That  can  only  »iae,  first,  from  the  fact 


that  our  fanners  have  good  mans  to  breed  from ;  bat  the;  i» 
indebted  to  certain  gentlemen  for  having  introduced  into  tb 
neighbourhood  most  superb  stallions.  They  have  spind  3. 
expense  in  bringing  into  this  county  cfae  best  blood  wUch  £c:. 
land  ha«  produoiod.  It  is  now  about  ten  yean  since  I  bst  n. 
the  honour  to  occupy  the  chair  at  the  meeting  of  this  Aeoci- 
tion ;  and  on  that  occasion  I  ventured  to  sngcest  thit  sdm. 
tage  might  arise  if  an  agricultural  eolle^  could  be  eitaUis!  ? 
in  the  northern  districts,  for  the  education  of  biuun*  wa  ^ 


sown  broadcast  through  the  land.  Now,  if  that  subject  *» 
deserving  of  passing  remark  so  long  ago,  surely  it  is  <^  ocr- 
importanJoe  now,  when  we  consider  nie  large  quantity  of  aiu- 
foctured  manures  and  the  large  quantity  of  oilcake  aod  o(k 
things  which  are  used  by  farmen.  To  the  mannfiutoren  cf 
those  manures  to  which  I  have  referred  we  are  deeply  vMv. 
for  the  introduction  into  this  country  of  a  fertilizer  whicb  h- 
been  of  inestimable  benefit  to  the  farmer.  But  vfaes  t  irv 
and  profitable  trade  is  established  in  a  commercial  ooootij  I  •:' 
this,  you  always  find  some  who  are  ready  to  embark  ia  it  fx- 
the  sake  of  immediate  profit,  without  caring  very  nodi  tv: 
the  quality  of  the  article  they  sell.  Now,  vj  that  resarc  t  -^ 
for  from  mv  wish  to  oast  any  unmerited  or  sweepisg  retocca 
either  on  the  manufacturen  or  the  dealen  in  tfaoM  niare 
I  know  many  of  them  to  be  highly  honourable  nes-Haenv: 
integritjr,  who  would  scorn  to  be  ^ilty  of  a  shabby  or  dnhcnN: 
transaction,  and  our  daily  expeneoce  proves  to  oi  tbitim} 
of  those  fertilizen  produce  the  very  best  results ;  but  thatKi' 
daily  experience  also  proves  to  us  that  much  of  what  is  idi  'c 
our  fisrmen  is  verv  properly  called  "  artifidaT  Bsnore,  L'  / 
is  often  hardly  worth  the  labour  and  expense  of  cartiof .  T'  - 
same  remark  applies  in  great  measure  to  oilcake  and  other  food 
used  for  stall-fed  cattle.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  get  it  q  -j.- 
pure ;  therefore  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  have  a  s- 
stitution  such  as  that  to  which  I  have  refernd,  where  p-JU 
men  from  the  country  could  be  educated  upon  more  toa'j: 
principles — where  they  may  learn  to  analyse  the  soil  which  tk? 
are  to  tiU — ^where  they  maybe  taught  to  undersbad  the  coa;^ 
nent  elements  of  the  crops  they  are  hereafter  to  esltinte.  ui 
thus  apply  to  their  production  the  manures  that  best  loit  'ia 


where  they  may  learn  to  nndentaad  the  oomponeateleBn^' 
of  the  various  kinds  of  food  used  in  the  rearing  and  fatt«:»« 
of  cattle— and  also  be  able  to  discriminate  between  tkefe- 
produdug,  the  musde-forming,  and  the  boae^restiBg  >-- 
stances.  Surely,  in  these  days,  when  we  hear  10  moch  i^- 
elementary  schools,  we  might  have  an  Agrieulhinl  CoD^ge  n 
a  large  agricultural  district  like  this  ;  for  I  am  one  of  tkor 
who  fed  convinced  that  we  have  yet  much  to  lean  vith  ?»• 
gard  to  the  earth's  fertiUty ;  and  I  beUeve,  by  the  amtiiea^^ 
of  more  sdentific  farming,  many  gentlemen  in  tJus  rw= 
will  live  to  see  a  much  burger  acreable  production  thu  1^ 
ever  yet  been  reaped.  I  believe  there  are  400  or  500  am-- 
associations  in  the  kingdom ;  and  therefore,  not  beis^x^h- 
let  us  wish  success  and  prosperity  to  them  all ;  for  t;  a>- 
operatin^  for  the  improvement  of  agricultun,  they  »n  soj 
only  assisting  in  the  oevdopment  of  the  national  reworcM^' 
in  redndng  tne  national  burdens,  but  are  adding  to  the  nv' 
and  happiness  of  the  whole  kingdom. 

At  Whitehaven,  Mr.  Bxmtinck,  M.F.,  widud  the  nk  tia-* 
no  politics  must  be  imported  into  tiiese  dinner  proeeedJ^f    | 
could  for  a  year  be  binding  in  the  House  of  CommoBS;  vbu 
an  enormous  amount  of  useful  legialatian  they  vodd  tho^    | 
able  to  get  through,  instead  of  Uie  interminable  pu^s^ 
which  now  occurred  I  Many  important  subjects  awaited  tn?- 
ment,  amongst  which  he  prominently  named  Loed  Tmtie- 
That  had  been  referred  to  a  Select  Committo^  whi^ 
brought  in  a  most  unsatisfactory  report    What  he  «v«| 
them  particularly  to  condder  was  whether  any  re-^mageijf^ 
of  burdens  dmpfy  between  ocoupien  and  owners  vai  ^jw»* 
in  the  world  more  than  a  men  ahufBing  of  the  esm.  ^ 
whether  it  could  be  attained  with  an;  useful  ni^!'^ 
there  were  not  certain  burdens  which  were  iinp«**  v /*; 
taxation  both  upon  agriculturists  and  upon  iBhautafi^' 
towns,  which  ought  to  be  borne,  in  part  at  least,  by  ^"  *^ 
Such,  for  instance,  were  the  burdens  placed  upon  C0<^H 
respect  of  the  miUtia;  then  then  were  othffiunf^^ 
lunatics,  othen  in  reneet  of  the  S«i«nl  P^  >  ."rfl  • 
burdeni  of  the  tamo  kind,  which  were,  in  poi«t«>^^ 
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only  for  tlie  benefit  of  a  particnlar  public,  but  also  of  the 
public  at  large.  Mr.  GoBcben  had  two  years  ago  suggested 
the  addition  of  a  penny  to  the  income  tax  in  order  to  reliere 
IocrI  burdens,  and  he  hoped  the  public  would  put  pressure  on 
their  representatives  in  order  to  get  sometiiing  effectual  done. 
Mr.  Fletcme,  M.P..  the  Chairman,  was  glad  to  hear 
Cotond  Ix>wther,  who  is  well  known  to  be  a  good  judge'in 
these  matters,  si^  that  the  exhibition  of  agricultural  horses 
and  of  cattle  was  eminently  satisfactory ;  and  I  was  ahio  glad 
that  Colonel  Lowther  had  the  courage— and  I  hare  nerer  yet 
beard  that  he  was  deficient  in  courage — ^point  out  the  very 
dving  defect  which  I  think  was  apparent  to  all,  however 
Uttie  they  may  know  of  the  science  of  horseflesh,  the  great 
defect  that  was  apparent  in  some  of  the  other  descriptions  of 
hones  which  were  exhibited.  I  myself  do  not  pretend  to  be 
t  judge  of  horseflesh,  but  I  beUeve  that  Colonel  Lowther  is ; 
sod  I  remember  the  dictum  of  the  celebrated  Tony  Weller^-^ 
gniUeman  that  all  of  you  have  heard  of,  I  have  no  doubt— 
who  said  that  the  man  who  was  a  good  jadge  of  a  horse  was  a 
good  judge  of  anytbing;  and  I  think  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
truth  m  that  sentiment.  I  remember  ve^  well,  manv  years 
ago,  attending  one  of  the  meetings  of  this  society  when  the 
chair  was  occupied  by  the  nresent  patron  of  the  society.  Lord 
wnsdale,  who  made  use  of  an  expression  that  I  have  firequently 
thought  of  since.  He  said  that  men  of  science  might  talk 
whatevor  they  hked  about  mineralogy,  and  about  geokM^,  and 
about  all  sorts  of  **  ologies,**  but  that  in  his  opinion  Uie  best 
'ology"  to  which  any  farmer  could  devote  himself,  was  the 
of  ^^muekobicy"— «nd  I  believe  that  although  that 


opukion  was  uttered  a  great  many  years  ago,  it  still  holds  good 
at  the  prasent  day.  I  think  there  is  one  subject  which  farmers 
have  entirely  neglected,  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  they  might 
very  benefieiallT  devote  their  attention  to.  We  all  know  that» 
IB  the  present  day,  ample  and  sufficient  drainage  is  absolutely 
yMMsaiy  if  you  wouUl  have  a  remunerative  farm,  and  farmers, 
1  believe,  are  ipiided  in  laying  down  drains  chieflvby  the  posi- 
tion of  their  land  and  by  the  nature  of  their  soil.  But  then 
u  one  thing  which  I  think  they  enturely  overlook,  and  it  is  a 
matter  of  veiv  great  importance  in  a  county  like  this,  and  that 
uthe  rain-M  of  their  locality.  We  live  in  a  county  where 
the  lain-fall  varies  to  a  greater  extent  than  in  any  other  county 
either  in  England,  Scotland,  or  Irehind,  for  we  have  in  the 
lame  county  localities  where  the  averam  fell  of  the  rain 
throughout  the  vear  is  only  some  2S  or  d4  or  S6  inches,  and 
we  have  other  localities  where  the  average  rain-fall  varies 
fiom  140  to  800  inches;  and  I  do  think  that  if  fermers 
who  devote  their  attention  to  draining,  and  landlords, 
who  are  also  intererted  in  this  question— if  the^  would  give 
Bore  attention  to  the  rain-fall  in  each  locality,  it  would  pre- 
vent in  many  cases  small  and  inefficient  drains  beinj^  made, 
and  in  other  eases  it  would  prevent  unnecessary  expenditure  of 
capital  upon  drains  which  really  are  not  at  all  required. 

D£RBTSHIB£. 
At  Berb^,  Lord  Eowa&d  Cavendish,  the  chairman,  said : 
We  have  just  passed  through  one  of  the  finest  summers  ever 
known  in  thia  country,  but  it  has  been  accompanied  l^  a 
drought  of  such  unusual  length  that,  pleasant  as  it  has  been 
to  many  of  us,  it  cannot  be  regarded  as  having  been  a  fevour- 
able  season  for  agrieultuie.  Should  a  very  severe  winter  fol- 
low I  fear  that  the  shortness  of  the  hay  crop  and  the  failure  of 
the  tomip  crop  will  make  the  winter  a  very  trying  one.  Very 
dry  summers,  like  that  of  this  year,  are  amongst  the  greatest 
difficulties  fermers  have  to  contend  with.  In  the  case  of  very 
wet  summers,  we  can  take  what  precautions  are  in  our  power ; 
but  very  dry  summers  come  at  such  rare  intervals  that  we  are 
Mt  pr^azed  to  meet  them.  It  seems  to  me  well  worthy  the 
consideration  of  a  Society  like  this,  whether  it  would  not  be 
pneticaUe  to  store  some  of  the  superfluous  water  of  one  part 
of  the  year  for  use  at  those  times  when  onlv  a  very  small  quan- 
tity of  rain  falls.  I  cannot  but  think  that  that  would  be  a 
uost  uaefnl  thins,  and  that  it  might  be  done  without  a  very 
great  outlay.  There  is  one  other  subject  on  which,  with  your 
permission,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words.  We  must  all 
regret  that  we  are  deprived  to-day  of  the  presence  of  two  gen- 
tlemen—Mr. Coke  and  Mr.  Crompton— who  have  usually  at- 
tended these  meetings,  for  the  subgect  on  which  I  wish  to  say 
a  few  words  is  one  to  which  Mr.Crompton  drew  your  attention 
hMtyear.  I  nfer  to  the  manufectnring  of  eheeee.  I  regret  Mr. 
Crmptoii'f  abienee  the  more  because  I  believe  it  arises  from 


indisposition ;  but  you  will  remember  that  tiiis  time  last  year 
he  communicated  the  results  of  numerous  and  careful  in- 
quiries which  he  had  made  on  the  subject  of  the  manufacture 
of  American  cheese.  It  occurred  to  him  that  a  similar  system 
might  be  adopted  in  Derbyshire,  and  he  brought  two  facts 
prominently  under  your  notice ;  one  was,  that  the  make  of 
cheese  was  diminishing  in  thia  country  to  a  considerable  extent, 
and  the  other  was — and  it  was  a  still  more  lamentable  fact — 
that  the  Americans  were  dbmpeting  with  us  in  our  own  mar- 
kets. The  object  which  we  ought  to  have  in  view  in  reference 
to  this  subject  appears  to  me  a  very  plain  and  simple  one.  If 
it  is  found,  after  a  fair  trial,  that  the  general  average  of  cheese 
throughout  the  district  can  be  improved  by  the  factorv  system, 
that  the  improvement  can  be  effected  at  a  diminished  and  not 
at  an  increased  cost,  and  that  a  better  price  than  formerly  can 
be  obtained,  then  Mr.  Coke  and  Mr.  Crompion  might  safely 
advocate  the  adoption  of  the  system.  With  reference  to  these 
points  I  have  made  some  inquiries,  and  although  my  remarks 
will  not  have  the  weight  wluch  they  might  have,  if  communi- 
cated by  some  one  personally  and  practically  femiliar  with  the 
subject,  I  may  tell  you  that  Mr.  Coleman,  who  has  always 
taken  a  deep  interest  in  this  subject,  has  kindly  placed  some 
facts  before  me  which  I  think  wiU  interest  you.  I  infer  from 
what  he  says  of  the  results  of  the  concentration  of  labour,  so 
&r  as  those  results  are  at  present  known,  that  the 
coat  of  {iroduction  is  verv  considerably  reduced.  Mr.  Cole- 
man estimates  that  taking  the  yield  of  600  cows  a 
saving  of  £400  a-year  is  effected  by  taming  their 
milk  into  cheese  on  the  fectory  mtem  ^as  compared  with  the 
old  ferm-house  system.  That  feet  speaks  for  itself,  and  I 
place  it  before  you  just  as  it  was  given  to  me.  With  regard 
to  the  quality  of  the  cheese  made  on  the  factory  system,  so  fer 
as  I  can  learn  the  tests  applied  have  been  sound  ones  and  the 
result  has  been  satisfectory,  namely,  that  the  price  obtained  for 
the  factory  cheese  is  better  than  that  hitherto  obtained  for  the 
produce  of  almost  any  dairy  in  the  ooun^.  It  mav  be  replied 
to  all  this  that  there  are  some  verr  considerable  objections  to 
the  factory  system.  I  mention  these  alle^  disadvantages 
with  some  hesitation  because  I  have  no  practical  knowledge  on 
the  sulgect,  but  it  is  said  that  if  you  take  away  tht  manufac- 
ture of  cheese  from  the  dairies  you  will  take  away  the  occu- 
pation of  the  wives  and  daughters  of  the  farmers.  I  do  not 
know  whether  that  will  be  considered  a  disadvantage  or  not ; 
but  for  my  own  part  I  have  never  been  in  the  habit  of  looking 
upon  the  vrives  and  daughters  of  farmers  in  other  parts  of 
Enghind  where  cheese  is  not  manufactured  as  an  idle  and  un- 
occupied class.  There  is  plenty  of  useful  work  in  the  house 
for  them  to  do.  The  comfort  of  the  house  depends,  of  course, 
very  greatly  upon  them,  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  both 
wives  and  danshters  would  be  a  good  deal  happier  if  they  were 
rdieved  from  tne  drudgery  of  making  cheese.  I  do  not  give 
you  my  own  opinion  on  this  subject,  but  I  have  no  doubt  this 
view  will  have  its  influence  vrith  farmers  in  determining 
whether  or  not  they  shall  support  the  factory  system.  There 
is  another  objection  to  that  system  which  is  put  in  this  form. 
The  farmers  say  they  have  done  very  well  up  to  the  present 
time,  and  thev  would  rather  things  remained  as  they  were. 
That  may  be  all  very  well  at  the  present  time ;  but  I  must  say 
from  my  personal  knowledge  of  manv  Americans  that  they  are 
a  stirring  and  active  peopl^  and  if  t-ney  find  they  can  compete 
successf^y  vrith  us  they  will  not  rest  until  they  have  dnven 
us  out  of  the  market.  It  will  not  do  for  us  to  stand  still,  but 
we  must  push  on  and  do  the  best  that  can  be  done.  I  cannot 
close  without  asking  you,  whether  the  experimento  succeed  or 
not,  to  give  these  gentlemen— Mr.  Coke,  Mr.  Compton,  and 
many  othera— fall  credit  for  being  actuated  solely  by  a  dealre 
to  benefit  the  farmers  of  the  district.  Look  into  the  matter 
for  yourselves,  for  it  very  closely  affects  you.  Do  not  take  my 
word  as  answering  for  the  success  of  the  new  system,  or  the 
woid  of  any  other  person  as  answering  for  its  failure.  You 
have  opportunities  of  seeing  the  system  at  work  both  here  and 
at  Longford,  and  I  ask  you  to  see  for  yourselves,  and  form 
your  own  opinion  on  the  subject* 

Mr.  NuTTALL  said,  referring  to  the  cheese  factorv,  that  the 
price  nven  for  the  miUL  was  equivalent  to  77s.  6d.  per  cwt., 
which  ne  thought  in  an  average  season  was  a  very  fair  price, 
and  if  they  could  get  above  the  average  price  the  first  season 
he  thought  they  might  infer  that  thqr  oould  do  still  better 
anottier  season.  There  had  been  a  conaidenihlB  amount  of 
pRQudioe  agidnat  the  cheeie,  and  th«  oomplidnt  against  it  was 
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fhat  it  WW  not  old  enough.  Thejr  eartunljr  ooald  not  make 
old  cbflMO,  hot  there  wu  no  doubt  thit  ereiy  day  it  wu  kept 
wonld  improTe  its  taite.  He,  however,  thought  that  the  geno* 
ral  ikvonr  with  which  the  oheese  had  beeu  reoeived  augured 
well  for  the  ultimate  sucoeu  of  the  Derhj  Cheese  Factoir,  and 
the  statement  which  would  at  a  ftiture  time  be  laid  before 
them  would  be  both  latiifketory  to  the  gunaton  and  to  the 
public. 

Mr.  Henrt  CoRBiT  for  the  judges  said,  only  last  week  he 
had  acted  in  a  similar  capacity  m  an  adjoining  county,  where 
one  of  the  management  who  proposed  **  The  Judges**  did  so 
in  a  Teiy  feeling  and  almost  affecting  manner.  That  gentleman 
said  the  judges  bad  very  onerous  duties  to  perform,  but  he  was 
sorry  to  add  from  his  own  experience,  that  these  duties  were 
frequently  followed  by  some  Tery  unkind  and  unpleasant  eriti- 
dsm.  which  he  strongly  deprecated.  Now,  he  (Mr.  Corbet) 
oould  not  altogether  agree  with  this.  Honest,  straightforward 
criticism  did  a  deal  of  good  in  many  ways,  as  he  could  not 
help  thinking  that  the  progress  of  these  Societies  had  done 
something  to  improTe  the  breed  of  judges  as  well  as  the  breeds 
of  stock.  Besides,  the  great  fun  of  the  fair  after  all  was 
judging  the  judges ;  and  he  could  imagine  nothing  more  insipid 
than  that  when  the  visitor  took  his  entranoe-ticket  he  should 
be  bound  down  as  it  were  by  a  sort  of  moral  obligation  not  to 
whisper  a  syllable  against  the  correctness  of  the  awards.  Such 
a  course  would  not  only  threaten  to  become  insipid,  but  im- 
politic and  unwholesome.  *'To  err  was  human,**  although  he 
had  onee  beard  a  clerioal-looking  gentleman  who  had  been 
acting  as  a  judge  of  poultry  declare  that  he  had  never  made  a 
mistake  in  his  life,  and  never  before  or  since  had  he  (the 
speaker)  looked  with  so  much  reverence  at  any  man  in  a  white 
neckcloth.  But  putting  poultry  out  of  the  question— those 
elegant  Cochin  Chinas,  those  beautiful  Bramah  Pootras,  or 
those  still  more  wonderful  varieties,  the  aim  with  some  of 
wbidi  seemed  to  be  to  breed  them  without  any  tails,  and  witii 
others  all  heads  and  chipons,  like  the  devout  yoang  people 
they  saw  in  ehuroh  on  a  Sunday  morning.  Admitting  that  a 
parson  must  from  some  inscrutable  cause  be  an  infallible  judge 
of  coftks  and  hens,  there  were  other  judges,  from  the  highest 
downwards,  who  were  merely  mortal.  Brougham  was  said  to 
be  a  bundle  of  crotchets,  and  Eldon  full  of  prejudice  and  port 
wine  i  as  he  really  believed  half  the  judges  of  stodE  were  full 
of  prejudice  and  port  wine.  One  hated  Bates,  and  the  other 
did  not  quite  ikncy  Booth ;  but  they  were  none  the  worse  for 
a  little  prejadice  or  port  either.  StiU,  whatever  the 
public  said  about  the  awards  the  less  the  judges 
themselves  said  the  better.  He  did  not  know  whether 
when  the  work  was  over  but  that  an  active  steward 
should  caution  each  of  ^em  just  as  a  policeman 
was  bound  to  do  any  other  unfortunate  man  who  had  got 
himself  into  trouble :  '*  Now  look  here,  anything  yon  say  will 
be  used  against  you,  so  perhaps  you  had  better  hold  your 
tongue  until  some  of  vour  friends  have  been  to  see  you.*' 
Were  he  discreet  he  (Mr.  Corbet)  might  stop  here,  but  he 
should  like  to  say  a  little  about  his  own  business  on  the 
ground.  He  could  remember,  and  not  so  many  years  since, 
when  the  riding  horse  dasnes  were  almost  the  laughing-stock 
of  these  meetings,  such  failures  indeed,  that  the  Royd  Agri- 
cultural Society  had  occasionally  struck  the  premiums  out  of 
the  list.  Since  then  **  the  nags*'  had  become  fiir  away  the 
most  popular  feature  of  these  occasions.  There  was  no  mis- 
take about  it,  although  there  was  one  element  in  any  such  a 
popularity  with  which  he  could  not  quite  go.  No  doubt  the 
jumping  business  "  drew  **  in  the  way  of  shillings  and  half- 
erowns,  but  it  was  no  test  as  to  the  actual  merit  of  a  hunter, 
as  many  of  the  best  or  best-looking  horses  he  found  declined 
to  take  part  in  these  exhibitions,  and  he  should  prefer  to  judge 
the  hunters  as  they  did  the  other  horses,  and  then  let  the  public 
judge  the  jumping  and  the  judges.  It  was  difficult  at  these 
times  to  touch  any  topic'that  could  not  be  brought  to  bear  on  the 
war,  and  he  saw  that  a  friend  of  his  had  been  writing  to  the 
papers  on  the  way  in  which  our  cavalry  was  mounted.  The 
light  troops  were  the  most  useful  for  modem  warfuv,  but  the 
men  were  not  so  well  horsed  as  they  might  be,  and  it  was 
proposed  to  remedy  this  in  the  usual  way — ^that  was  by  starting 
a  company.  Let  them  call  it  the  Light  Dragoon  Horse  Com- 
pany (Limited),  for  breeding  troopers,  to  be  sold  to  the 
Government,  at  three  or  four  years  old,  at  regulation  prioee. 
Would  anybody  in  the  Mom  Uke  to  take  any  shares  P    Or,  if 

\^  woiOdwt  dO|  tJw  litt«Y  weat  oa  tQ  ngomiooAd  the  9^^ 


bUshment  of  Government  ttuda  for  Uie  purpose.  Bat  Vy  t^ 
time  they  had  secured  an  efficient  manager,a  staff,  &im,  muo, 
and  so  forth,  he  feured  the  cost  of  growing  a  troop  bom 
would  open  the  eyes  of  politicad  economists  when  they  esse 
to  pass  the  accounts.  Of  course  he  had  a  notion  of  lus  ova 
on  the  subject,  and  onethat  would  tendhethougbtto  maketbos 
Societies  still  more  usefiol,  as  a  little  countenance  from  Roplty 
or  Government  wonld  not  be  out  of  place.  Some  thne  or 
four  thousand  a  year  was  given  in  Queen*s  Plates,  wbich  hi 
outlived  their  use,  as  ih^  did  little  good  now  dtber  in 
providing  sport  or  improving  the  breed  of  hones.  Hevu 
not  going  so  for  as  to  say^ese  should  be  done  swiy  with ; 
but  if  we  could  afford  to  spend  so  much  in  one  direetioik,  ve 
might  surely  offer  a  few  Roval  Prizes  at  the  leading  agnol- 
tural  shows  for  the  best  thoroughbred  horses ;  and  br  sock 
patronage  or  encouragement  at  a  small  outlay  some  totit 
might  follow  in  increasing  the  supply  of  well  hied  stock. 

Dr.  Httchman  said  the  pursuits  of  agrieultue  ess  tens 
be  satisfoetorily  and  successfully  carried  on  on  a  mere  eoU,eal* 
culatiuff,  commercial  basis,  on  the  broad  principle  of  an  sUnd 
political  economy ;  for  they  differ  from  ordinaiy  tiade  io  muy 
essential  particnlars,  and  mainly  in  this,  that  one  du  is 
working  upon  another  man's  property,  and  every  day  of  kit 
life  he  is  either  exhausting  or  improving  that  property; 
and  this  exhaustion  or  improvement  is  such  tJisi  essBOt 
be  accurately  measured  by  a  root  rule,  and  here  monl  tai- 
ments  and  feelings  are  necessarily  brou^t  into  play.  Apia^ 
the  nature  of  the  farmer's  pursuits  is  such  that  he  csaiol  aab 
the  supply  to  be  alwaysoommensuratewiththedemandhe  cssBot 
obtain  more  than  one  crop  of  wheat  in  an  entire  year,  sad  there- 
fore the  cardinal  principle  of  energetiD  trade  cumot  k 
realiaed  of  "  Small  profits  and  quick  retnini^  for,  kovmr 
small  the  <* profits,**  the  "returns**  cannot  be  qu<!k;iad 
every  practised  farmer  will  bear  me  out  in  this  t^ 
there  are  drcumstanoes  which  happen  to  the  higfaeit  skill 
and  the  meet  abundant  capital,  and  that  seasoai  iaJb< 
enoe  the  result  of  crops  to  a  greater  extent  than  either  or  botk 
combined ;  and  superadded  to  these  epedal  peeoliaiitifli  it  tbe 
terrible  one,  developed  by  the  importation  ox  foreign  estUe,  oi 
contagious  diseases  by  which  hundreds,  nay,  ^OBsndsof 
eows  are  destroyed,  the  labours  of  year%  of  breeding  ikiH  »* 
nihilated,  and  capital  to  an  incredible  amount,  aje,  to  n 
amount  exceeding  the  vast  sums  lost  by  the  cotton  hmx, 
sacrificed  and  gone;  and  therefore,  if  the  pursuit  of  sgrin|' 
tore  as^  a  livelihood  removed  wholly  from  the  synpi^  « 
the  public,  he  brought  in  its  social  rektions  to  Ha  dapie  eoi' 
dition  of  an  ordinary  trade,  and  be  carried  on  between  \uSm 
and  tenant  with  none  of  the  chivahnnia  feehngs  of  theolte 
time,  but  solely,  absolutely,  and  exclusively  as  a  poend,  m- 
ling,  and  pence  spirit ;  the  days  of  English  agncnhon  in 
numbered.  Vast  footories  would  crowd  all  our  hiOs  sad^ 
our  valleys.  We  should  become  the  manuiaetuen,tliecol' 
liers,  the  carriers  for  the  World !  One  vast  canopy  of  don 
and  smoke  would  hang  like  a  bird  of  <»a''k"—  over  ths  Isbs. 
Brightness  and  beauty  would  be  gone.  Flowen  and  ga», 
trees  and  waving  oom,  the  simlit  hmdsoape,  and  the  gorReou 
clouds  would  pass  away.  The  bright  eye,  the  roiy  cheek,  the 
jocund  laugh  of  ruddy  health  woidd  be  displaoed  by  uUovmj 
and  grime,  and  the  beautiful  England  of  our  forefotheis  voud 
be  no  more!  Happily  it  is  not  so;  the  poh^ 
honour  the  pursuit,  and  the  innate  love  of  tiie  English  fsa  vw* 
formed  animals,  and  for  the  cultivated  pioduets  of  tks  i«d. 
will,  I  trust,  cause  them  to  continue  to  honour  it  for  enrmoA 
They  now  honour  it  in  a  manner  that  they  honour  no  otto, 
as  your  presence  here  at  this  moment  testifies,  and  m_^ 
foots  testify.  Tens  of  thousands  of  persons  from  our  erom 
cities  crowd  to  see  the  mere  fot  stock  of  the  Smithfteld  &tU< 
Show;  hundreds  of  thousands  throng  the  show  yards  of  w 
Boyal  Agricultural  Socie^ ;  and  even  in  this  our  FnmBcal 
Show,  we  have  been  gladdened  and  honoured  hj  the  riiitt  of 
many  thousands.  It  surpasses  all  other  pursuits  la  its  inpon- 
ance  to  mankind,  and  therefore  I  earnestly  hope  it  may  o^ 
tinue  to  receive  the  sympathy  and  reject  of  the  pablic,  lu 
that  English  agriculture  may  for  ever  hold  the  fintw 
among  the  cultivatorB  of  the  earth.  I  would  sgy  somsm 
on  the  Game  Question.  It  is  for,  very  for  tnm  wtiAmt  » 
the  Game  Law,  but  it  is  not  so  dsbised  or  Maw«  t»tm 
pf  the  men  who  have  denouaoed  it  for  theii  ewn  W^  "T 
Few  large  landlords  at  the  prasent  day  withheld  fto»  w«f 
tfwti  the  right  9f  deitroyiny  nbbiti^*tii9n  ftw  (9  iflP"^ 
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hoM  tbe  dftT  is  not  distant  when 


Is  affiisnltim—ttid  X  bOM  tbe  dsjr  is  not  distant  wb 
none  will  do  so ;  andl  am  glad  to  say  there  an  few  indeed  in 
thisooonfar  who  preserre  annndneaoastity  of  grovnd  game. 
Bat  in  addition  to  this  good  qoality  I  hope  yet  to  see  the  land- 
lords ignoring  all  meie  petty  politios,  and  aiding  their  tenants 
in  the  mat  work  of  regulating  the  local  taxation  of  this  king- 
dom, wnich  is  annnally  inereasing  in  tariety  and  amount,  and 
widening  the  area  uom  which  it  is  gathered,  and  nnesing 
eqnslly,  eqoitahle  on  all  ohmes  the  horthen  of  praming  for 
foeh  national  pnrpoees  as  taoeiaation,  registration,  the  police 
iweei,  and  tiie  mamtansnoe  of  the  panpen  and  lonatios  of  this 
great  ooontiy. 

At  Ohesterfleld,  Mr.  Mae¥HA¥  said,  the  President 
had  justly  complained  of  the  Tory  oontemntible  breed 
of  cattle  which  eusted  in  the  oonntv.  fle  nimself  had 
seen  stallions  led  about  the  country  durma  the  past  seaaon, 
which  in  his  opinion  ought  to  have  been  tiucen  to  a  slanghter- 
home.  He  would  merely  throw  out  a  sumstion  with 
reference  to  improTinff  the  breed  of  cattle,  and  that  was  for 
a  branch  society  to  be  formed  with  a  capital ;  say,  of  a  couple 
of  thousand  uounds,  which  should  purchase  the  tery  best 
description  of  horses,  bulls,  sheep,  and  pigs,  and  if  they  were 
let  out  to  the  &nners  with  the  distinct  understanding  that  the 
charge  would  be  no  more  than  that  at  present  in  nee,  they 
would  not  be  slow  to  avail  themselves  of  such  advantupes, 
and  the  breed  of  cattle  would  be  materially  improved.  The 
fermezi  in  this  district,  owing  to  the  smallnees  (tf  their 
oooopations,  were  not  able  to  buy  sneh  animals  for  themselves, 
and  they  had  no  chance  at  present  of  getting  a  better  des- 
cription without  paying  very  dearly  for  it  Thsy  must  remem- 
ber it  cost  just  as  Uttle  to  breed  and  rear  a  superior  animal  as 
an  inferior  one,  whereu  the  oroflt  at  the  end  was  immeasurably 
greater.  If  the  large  Unded  proprietors,  such  as  the  Dukes 
of  Devonshire  and  Portiand,  were  to  come  forward  in  the 
matter,  and  if  intelligent  farmers  like  Mr.  Crawshaw  wen  to 
preside  over  it^  he  was  sure  such  a  scheme  would  work  weU. 

At  Alfreton  Mr.  C.  Szslet,  M.P.,  the  Chairman,  said :  In 

this  district  we  have  very  good  turnpike  roads— I  wish  I  could 

say  the  same  of  all  the  bye-roads.    My  impression  is,  that  if 

the  agriculturists  would  set  themselves  to  work  and  would 

make  the  bye-roads  better,  it  would  have  the  effect  of  making 

the  highway  rates  lower,  and  would  save  a  good  deal  in  teams. 

I  know  some  bye-roads  iu  this  neighbourh(X)d  which  certainly 

are  not  in  a  nod  state.    There  is  one  occupation  road,  so 

called,  especis]iy,  and  a  pretty  occupation  it  is  to  traverse  it. 

The  owner  of  this  occupation  road  is  a  large  flurmer,  and  in 

taking  his  com  to  market  he  has  carefelly  to  steer  dear  of  the 

many  ruts  that  abound  in  it.    There  is  another  matter  which 

was  alluded  to  at  the  Agricultural  Society's  meeting  at  Derby 

last  week  bv  Lord  £dward  Cavendish,  which  struck  me  as 

being  exceedingly  appropriate,  and  that  is  whether  it  would 

not    be  possible  for  the  tenant  fermers    in   this  country 

especially  to  combine  together  to  carry  out  a  general  system 

of  irrigation.    I  believe  that  there  an  many  places  in  this 

neighbourhood— certainly  in  this  county — ^in  which  the  system 

eonld  be  employed  to  great  advantage.    The  quantil^  of  grass 

grown  on  land  irriRUted  is  enormous,  and  anyone  going  to  the 

Bake  of  Portknd's  water  meadows  would  see  what  great 

resnlte  may  thus  be  obtained.    Very  few  ferms  are  of  suffldent 

extent  for  the  occupiers  to  do  this  of  themsdves,  and  it  is  only 

by  oombination  that  any  practical  results  can  be  arrived  at. 

There  is  another  matter  I  should  like  to  see  the  tenant  fisrmers 

take  in  hand,  and  that  is,  rates  and  taxes.    There  is  no  dass 

more  deeply  concerned  in  the  subject  of  rates  and  taxes  than 

the  farmers  of  this  country.  So  far  firom  growing  less,  rates  every 

year  become  more  serious.  Nowthere  is  no  doubt  that  inthelong 

ran  the  landlords  do  pay  the  taxes,  for  if  there  were  no  taxes 

the  rents  would  be  higher,  but  it  is  often  found  that  the  **  long 

run*'  is  a  very  long  run  indeed,  and  as  farmers  do  not  now  live  to 

the  affe  of  Methusaleh,  it  may  well  happen  that  they  may  be 

niinea  before  the  process  of  adjustment  is  carried  out.    I  sat 

on  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  last  session  upon 

this  snbject.    We  examined  all  sorts  of  people — collectors  of 

rmtee^  agents,  landowners,  owners  of  house  property,  and  so  on, 

bnt  not  one  real  tenant  farmer  came  before  us  to  give  evidence. 

Yet  we  sat  for  months.   Certainly  a  gentleman  ofneat  al^W. 

who  !■  a  tenant  Mr.  Sewdl  Bead,  was  examined,  out  he  conld 

tearcely  be  iidd  to  be  a  real  repr^sentstive  of  the  tenant-fer- 

Borfi   IlhUti»tteBWi»h9ttUME«n«opiiti9tbidli: 


eussion  of  this  snljeot.  Another  question  of  great  importance 
to  yon  is  the  advance  of  wagee,  which  you  may  depend  upon 
must  go  on,  and  which  you  should,  as  prudent  men,  antidpate 
and  prepare  for.  The  queston  is  if  we  cannot  meet  l^t 
diiaculiy  by  reducing  the  rent  and  taxes.  Some  people  thiuk 
rates  are  a  necessary  misfortune  and  that  "what  cannot  be 
cured  must  be  endured ;"  hut  I  c|nnot  thiuk  it  is  not  a  state 
of  thinjn  with  which  we  should  be  content,  that  one  person  in 
every  SO  should  be  receiring  relief.  I  think  it  very  advisable 
for  tenant  farmers  to  make  thdr  voiees  heard  on  this  question. 
I  heard  a  mntleman  say  the  other  week  that  in  his  parish, 
although  they  had  no  poor,  they  paid  8s.  in  the  £  poor-rates, 
most  of  tiie  poor  living  in  a  ndghbouring  town.  It  does 
seem  to  me  very  important  that  the  views  of  agricultural 
oocnpien  on  these  suljeets  should  be  ventilated.  Then  there 
is  that  ticklish  question,  the  game  laws,  and  it  is  exceedingly 
desirable  that  in  every  distriet  there  should  be  some  means  by 
which  the  fkrmers  could  meet  together,  and  discuss  these  sub- 
jeeta.  In  towns  they  have  their  Chambers  of  Commerce,  in 
which  they  can  discuss  the  questions  affecting  their  trade  ; 
they  have  their  Town  Coundls  and  so  on,  km.  I  think  some 
means  should  be  afforded  by  which  farmers  could  discuss 
questions  affecting  their  interests. 

Mr.  PsTBK  BowNi  saw  no  more  reason  why  a  farmer  who 
produced  milk  should  manu&cture  it  into  cheese  than  why 
one  who  grew  com  should  grind  it  into  flour,  and  if  they  could 
get  as  good  a  price  for  their  milk  without  having  to  make 
cheese  many  dairy  farmers  and  their  families  would  feel  it 
to  be  a  very  great  relief. 

Mr.  BowLiT  said,  one  fact  to  which  he  would  briefly  allude 
was  the  continual  exodus  of  the  labouring  dass.  Perhaps  it 
micht  be  said  in  reply  that  they  should  i^vaoce  their  wages 
and  improve  thdr  dwdHngs,  and  certainly  something  more 
might  be  done  in  respect  to  this ;  but  it  appeared  to  him  that 
there  was  a  growing  dislike  on  the  part  of  the  labouring  man 
to  agricultural  work.  He  appeared  to  prefer  the  work  of  the 
fectory  or  the  mine.  It  was  a  question  of  great  importance ; 
and  had  it  not  been  fbr  the  introduction  of  the  reaping  and 
mowing  machines,  great  difficulty  woidd  have  been  experunced 
during  the  late  harvest  in  getting  it  in  for  want  of  hands.  No 
one  was  more  willing  to  contribute  to  the  expenses  of  the 
State  than  the  agriculturists ;  but  it  was  monstrous  that  they 
should  be  called  upon  to  pay  income-tax  when,  during  the  last 
three  years,  it  was  patent  to  all  they  had  realised  no  income 
at  all  (*'  You  are  na*  a  long  way  off  it").  That  was  the  result 
of  the  excessive  drought,  which  tiiey  must  look  upon  as  a 
great  national  calamity.  He  hoped  the  Government  would 
take  into  consideration  this  deplorable  calamity,  and  that  their 
chairman  would  do  all  in  his  power  to  remove  an  impost 
which  was  looked  upon  with  dissatisfsction  by  a  great  part  of 
the  community. 

Mr.  NuTTALL  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  his  forte  that 
night  was  the  question  of  cheese.  He  happened  last  year  to 
make  a  few  observations  which  had  resulted  in  what  they  had 
tasted  that  day.  He  had  been  asked  the  question,  **  Does  it, 
or  is  it  likdy  to  pay?"  In  answer  to  that  he  would  say  that 
by  the  factory  system  they  were  able  to  produce  more  cheese 
from  a  certain  quaiftity  of  milk  than  was  made  in  home 
dairies;  They  produced  1  lb.  of  cheese  from  9  lbs.  of  milk. 
A  gallon  of  milk  weighed  10  lbs.  14  oe.  as  a  rule,  but  it  varied 
a  httle  during  the  seaaon,  and  the  average  make  was  a  pound 
of  cheese  to  a  gallon  of  milk.  He  left  it  for  them,  after  having 
tasted  the  cheese,  to  say  if  by  the  factory  system  they  could 
make  as  good  a  cheese  as  mrroers  coula  at  home.  At  aU 
events  they  could  make  as  good  a  price,  83s.  6d.  being  the  last 
price  realized  in  London  for  the  Derbyshire  feetory-made 
cheese.  He  believed,  too,  they  could  make  it  for  2s.  dd.  per 
cwt.,  and  he  did  not  think  fiirmers  could  make  it  under 
7s.  6d.  a  cwt.  (A  Voice :  10s.) .  If  a  man  had  thirty  cows, 
he  must  pay  a  dairy-maid  £16  or  £16  a-year.  (Mr.  mslam ; 
£20  if  she  is  worth  anything).  Her  living  would  be  worth 
more,  and  they  might  put  down  the  two  at  £86.  From  thirty 
cows  they  would  not  get  above  six  tons  of  cheese  in  a  gc>od 
season,  or  4  cwt.  per  cow,  and  therefore  the  dairy- 
maid alone  would  cost  6s.  per  cwt.  Other  little  etceteras 
would  certainly  amount  to  2s.  6d.  per  cwt  There 
was  some  littie  difficulty  about  the  offals,  which 
the  dairymen  did  not  like  to  losci  but  this  would  be  easily 
remediea,  and  he  was  satisfied  they  would  approve  the  change 
whm  thi7  feuBi  \Mx  homes  w^re  m4»  man  oomfortf^hloi 
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and  more  like  other  homes.  For  his  part  he  could  not  see 
why  their  wives  and  daughters  should  be  greater  slaves  than 
the  wives  and  daughters  of  arable  farmers.  If  they  could 
make  as  much  money  by  tlie  factorv  system  as  they  could  by 
making  cheese  at  home,  they  woula  relieve  themselves  of  the 
great  difficulty,  anxiety,  and  uncertainty  of  its  manufacture. 
They  intended  to  publish  a  balance  sheet  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  they  haid  no  reason  (except  from  the  dijness  of  the 
season)  to  be  disappointed  with  the  result,  which  in  truth 
had  exceeded  their  most  sanguine  expectations. 

At  the  Bakewell  Farmer's  Club,  Mr.  Nesfisld  felt  con- 
vinced the  harriers  had  done  as  much  good  in  this  country  as 
a  whole  legion  of  parsons.  He  maintained  that  a  pack  of 
hounds  brought  men  together,  and  united  them,  and  made 
friends  of  them.  Every  a^  had  its  special  feature,  and  the 
curse  of  this  age  was  effeminacy,  especially  amongst  tlie  young 
men  about  London,  whose  moustacnios  were  waxed  until  thej 
were  as  sharp  as  a  pin  ^int,  and  who  if  they  came  into 
Derbyshire  and  followed  his  harriers,  he  guaranteed  would  be 
so  done  for  as  never  to  be  heard  of  more.  The  chase  was  an 
antidote  to  the  effeminacy  of  the  age,  bdieving  as  he  did,  that 
the  talk  of  the  hounds  made  a  man's  heart  right  as  well  as 
nis  body. 

WILTSHIRE. 

At  Marlborough,  Lord  Ailsbury  said :  He  did  not  think  it 
right  to  give  i>ersons  prizes  simply  for  doing  their  dutv,  as  it 
was  almost  invidious  and  excessively  difficult  to  draw  the  line 
between  what  duty  was  or  was  not  of  advantage  to  agriculture. 
He  always  doubtra  whether  there  was  any  reason  for  giving  a 
recompense  to  a  person  for  being  forty  ^ears  in  the  same  ser- 
vice. If  a  master  had  tolerated  his  services  for  forty  years,  it 
was  probably  rather  a  bore.  Not  but  what  he  had  men  who 
had  served  his  grandfather,  and  he  always  took  the  greatest 
interest  in  them,  and  every  possible  care  ot  them.  But  he  did 
not  think  it  any  advantage  to  agriculture  that  shepherd,  or  a 
carter,  should  never  change  his  master  for  thirty  or  forty  years. 
Theorises  ot  this  Society  should  be  given  not  only  tothoee  who 
excelled  in  labour,  but  it  should  be  to  the  advantage  of  agri- 
culture to  promote  that  particular  kind  of  labour.  For  that 
reason  he  preferred  to  see  iprizes  given  for  the  best  description 
of  ploughing,  in  accordance  with  the  most  advanced  ideas  of 
what  ploughing  ought  to  be.  Ploughing  twenty  yeara.ago  was 
vastly  inferior  to  what  it  is  now :  they  might  get  plenty  of  men 
to  plough  with  three  horses  and  a  boy,  but  they  wanted  men  to 
plough  with  two  horses  without  a  boy.  This  was  the  case  in 
the  north,  where  he  obtained  considerably  more  per  acre.  He 
was  speaking  to  the  employers  of  kbour,  and  he  was  weU  aware 
of  the  difficulties  they  had  to  contend  withi  There  was  no  doubt 
about  it ;  their  labourers  were  not  sufficiently  paid.  He  advo- 
cated that  their  labourers  should  be  paid  and  treated  as  thcnr 
were  in  the  north,  where  he  was  ready  to  admit  he  saw  much 
better  labourers.  There  was  no  denying  that  if  the  labourer 
of  the  north  earned  more  wages,  he  dia  more  work  for  his 
master  than  was  done  in  the  south.  He  would  not  pretend  to 
deny  it.  He  often  had  bodies  of  men  to  work  lor  him  at 
draining  and  other  matters,  and  he  always  employed  north 
country  gangsmen,  directing  them  to  give  men  Yorksldre 
wages  for  Yorkshire  work,  and  WilUhirc  wages  for  WaUhire 
work.  He  admitt«d  that  the  sang  diminished,  and  they  could 
not  keep  Wiltshiremen  up  to  it.  Wdtshiremen  did  not  work 
so  hard  as  Yorkshiremen.  He  was  sorry  to  say  it,  but  he  had 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  two  svstems  at  work ;  he  was  not  a 
practical  agriculturist,  but  from  what  was  pointed  out  from  time 
time  to  time  by  his  farmers  and  agents  he  saw  a  great  distinction 
between  the  work  of  the  north  and  that  of  the  south.  There  was 
ample  excuse  for  the  farmers  not  giving  the  same  wages  as  in 
the  north,  because  they  did  not  get  the  same  amount  of  work 
done.  In  the  first  place  they  were  better  fed,  because  they  had 
better  wages,  and  it  was  for  employers  in  the  south  to  consider 
whether  by  giving  them  increased  wages  for  two  or  three 
years,  thev  would  not  be  stronger  and  do  more  work«  [Mr. 
Wcntworth :  They  would  be  more  lazy  than  ever.]  The  diffi- 
culty was  to  ^t  up  to  Yorkshire  work.  Sir  George  Jenkin- 
son  had  said  it  was  very  hard  upon  one  class  of  persons  to  pay 
for  Uie  education  of  persons  who,  as  soon  as  they  became 
educated,  would  very  likely  leave  the  district.  That  was  ex- 
actly what  they  wanted.  They  wanted  to  get  rid  of  the  men 
here,  for  it  could  be  proved  from  blue-books  (statistics  of  the 
population  engaged  m  the  cultivation  of  land  per  acre  were 
««»ily  obminablc)  that  there  were  three  times  as  many  agricultu- 


ral families  in  this  neighbourhood  as  were  needed.  The  greslest 
boon  they  could  oonfier  on  tiie  neigfabonxhood,  &r  saperior  to 
building  cottages  or  other  benevolent  acts,  was  to  get  rid  of 
one-thurd  of  the  labouring  population.  Then  thej  would  not 
employ  so  many  labourers  per  acre,  more  work  voold  be 
done,  and  they  could  afford  to  pay  them  higher  wsns,  ud 
would  themselves  become  more  prosperous,  for  cortivstia& 
was  done  cheaper  wherever  the  wages  were  highest.  Ur. 
Bolam  oould  show  it  them  in  blue  books,  and  it  had  bees 
proved  over  and  over  again.  The  conseqnenee  of  the  raper- 
abundance  of  labour  was  that  poor  rates  were  dooUe  vhit 
they  were  in  Yorkshire.  There  they  had  no  poor  men  in  tk 
villages ;  he  could  never  obtain  one  to  hold  hishorK,  for  \^ 
were  all  at  work.  They  never  came  to  him  to  ask  forworlL, 
but  in  Wiltshire  this  was  the  case  over  and  over  again.  1%i) 
was  accounted  for  by  the  proximity  of  mannfafturiag  tosis, 
and  it  would  be  the  greatest  boon  to  this  aeighbooriiood  if 
Marlborough  were  to  become  a  large  manu&eturiiig  torn. 
If  Marlborough  became  a  large  manufacturing  town  tkej  Bight 
have  a  difficulty  in  obtaining  labour,  but  it  would  be  s  mat 
deal  better ;  labourers  might  not  be  so  subservient,  a  littk 
more  troublesome,  but  the  result  would  be  that  all  woold  lie 
better  for  it.  In  other  respects  the  fimners  of  the  aeighbosr- 
hood  had  nude  great  strides,  and  he  must  oongratnlste  tim 
especially  on  the  advance  they  had  made  in  steam  ealtivitka, 
by  which  they  brought,  aa  it  were,  eo  manv  men  hsads  to 
bear  at  the  moment  they  wanted  them.  Jde  was  coariiad 
the  system  of  the  north  was  the  best,  that  here  tiiey  wm  orv- 
burdened  with  population,  which  entailed  hea^  peon*  nto, 
and  they  employed  three  men  where  theywanted  two,  sod  in 
horses  when  thev  only  wanted  three.  They  were  iBrarom; 
but  so  slowly  and  so  gradually  that  their  sons  woola  get  the 
benefit,  and  ne  hoped  tnoee  who  came  after  him.  He  enU 
not  help  noticing  that  the  men  he  sair  that  day  were  lesork- 
ably  well  dressed,  and  though  he  had  a  small-frock,  of  which 
he  did  not  see  above  one,  he  thought  it  of  the  highest  import- 
ance they  should  have  a  regard  for  their  personal  appearasce. 
Thia  would  be  the  oaae  as  they  were  more  educated,  sad  nnlt 
in  their  being  tidier  and  better  dressed.  With  the  sol^  of 
education  he  would  not  trouble  them,  except  tosajtluthe 
was  not  disposed  to  take  such  desponding  vievrs  as  his  rereitud 
friend  (Archdeacon  Stanton).  He  could  quite  andenUBd 
that  any  member  of  his  profession  would  be  eqtedally  sa»m 
when  a  change  of  this  land  occurred,  as  to  a  oertaia  extest 
they  had  the  control  of  thia  important  work,  which  was  aov 
to  an  extent  taken  out  of  their  handa.  Knowing  how  cos- 
acientioualy  and  liberally  they  had  always  performed  the  woit, 
he  could  quite  understand  they  felt  great  anxiety,  being  a£nid 
of  seeing  their  flocks  dropping  from  under  them.  As  br  » 
he  was  concerned,  being  a  subscriber  to  schoob  in  the  vhok 
neighbourhood,  he  would  do  his  utmost  to  preveat  sodi  a 
misfortune  here,  and  he  taked  the  assistance  of  other  geotie- 
men  present.  He  vras  not  aware  what  it  was  the  inteationoi 
the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  to  recommend,  but  he  vas  aboatto 
have  a  conference,  and  had  naked  bis  lordship  amon^  othento 
attend.  He  was  going  down  next  week,  and  might  kan 
something  from  the  enquiries  made  and  statistics  obtaiacd  ^ 
the  Bishop.  Generally  speaking  schools  had  been  prof  idea 
for  the  parish  through  the  instrumentality  of  tiie  defgy,  u^ 
hereafter  there  would  be  two  ways  of  doUing  with  thes,  hy 
keeping  up  their  subscriptions,  or  by  vrithdrawing  ^^>*^ 
lowing  each  to  pay  his  proper  share  by  way  of  rates,  in 
electing  a  school  board,  and  purohasing  the  school  snd  laa^s 
house,  which,  as  it  happened  in  some  cases,  bdoagedto  hin. 
He  should  be  benefited  by  the  last  system,  as  thej  woold  be 
supported  by  rates  instead  of  subscriptions  as  they  ^^^^ 
thought  be  conducted  in  a  superior  and  more  expensive  nodr, 
he  asked  them  to  ponder  this  in  their  minds,  that  those  gestle* 
men  who  wished  to  be  relieved  fi:om  die  necessity  of  pinsg 
rates  might  subscritie,  and  thus  be  saved  from  purehssus  the 
school-house,  and  obtain  other  advantages,  the  adwols 
would  of  course  be  required  to  be  conducted  in  aeooidaoee 
with  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  Committee  of  Covaed  oa 
Education,  whenever  they  came  out,  to  include  of  ooonca 
Conscience  Clause,  and  in  aoeordance  witlithepriaeipletot 
the  new  Act.  They  were  not  obliged  to  adopt  the  "f^^^^ 
principle,  but  in  this  instance  gooa  might  attend  it.  He  on 
not  want  to  benefit  by  the  new  Act,  but  was  willing  to  cob- 
tribute  what  he  had  contributed  before.  They  most  eoaie  vf 
to  the  requiremeati  of  the  OoTerameiit,  thcait  ww«  »»  ^ 
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necessary  to  adopt  school  boards  and  the  compnlsory  sjstem. 
He  anticipated,  therefore,  gentlemen  were  wiUine  to  continue 
the  Toluntary  sjstem  in  tne  modified  form,  and  he  hoped  the 
rev.  gentleman's  apprehensions  vonld  not  be  ferified.  He 
had  a  high  opinion  of  the  value  of  education,  even  in  a  la- 
bonrei's  ordinary  work,  and  thought  its  effect  would  be  that 
those  ambitions,  restless  spirits  who  now  save  trouble  at  home 
would  go  elsewhere,  and  they  would  get  rid  of  them  altogether, 
although  it  was  true  the  stupid  fellows  would  remain  behind. 
But  he  thought  they  would  all  be  the  better  for  it.  He  re- 
commended them  to  put  their  sUoulders  to  the  wheel,  and  do 
the  best  they  could  to  carry  out  the  voluntary  system,  other- 
wise he  was  for  compulsion.  Compulsory  education  and  com- 
pulsory miliUry  service  was  his  ?iew  of  what  was  right  for  the 
eonntiy. 

£SS£X 
At  Great  Broxted  Col.  Buss.'  M.P.,  said :  We  have  not 
had  an  English  Land  Bill  yet.  We  had  the  Irish  Land  Bill, 
as  von  all  know,  and  I  believe  that  bill  to  have  been  necessary 
and  expedient  under  the  present  condition  of  that  country ; 
but  whatever  our  political  feelings  may  be  we  cannot  but 
admit  that  it  was  subversive  of  the  principles  of  the  rights  of 
propertv,  and  that  it  was  subversive  of  some  of  our  old- 
eatablished  notions  of  political  economy.  As  a  farmers*  repre- 
sentative in  the  House  of  Commons  it  has  been  my  mis- 
fortune on  one  or  two  occasions  to  put  the  government  of  this 
country  in  a  minority  when  we  thought  the  fiurmers'  interests 
were  at  stake.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  wanted  to 
prevrnt  the  farmer  from  scaring  or  shooting  rooks  or  crows 
on  his  own  lands.  We,  as  representing  your  interests,  pro- 
tested against  this,  and  nut  the  government  in  a  minority 
upon  that  point.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  refused 
to  make  any  exemptions  in  the  case  oi  the  tax  on  guns  in  the 
interests  of  the  nrmers,  and  we  carried  this  amendment 
against  him ;  but  as  he  then  threatened  to  throw  up  the  bill, 
and  as  that  was  not  quite  the  wish  of  some  gentlemen— 
thott^  I  am  not  verv  fond  of  it  one  way  or  the  other— but 
as  it  was  not  the  wisn  of  some  of  us  to  put  him  in  a  minority 
on  that  point  we  consented  to  a  compromise  enabling  the 
occupier  to  kill  rooks,  rabbits,  and  vermin  upon  his  own 
land,  but  not  to  employ  anybody  else  so  to  do,  unless  he  takes 
ont  a  eertificate  for  himself.  Well  that  was  better  than  not 
being  able  to  do  what  von  like  with  vermin  and  birds  that 
depredate  jour  crops.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then 
wanted  to  impose  a  tax  upon  your  him  horses,  and  to  make 
no  exemption  on  any  terms,  but  to  tax  horses  employed  in 
agriculture  if  they  carted  materials  on  to  the  highways.  We 
thought  this  most  unfair,  and  by  the  help  of  the  Speaker  we 
again  put  the  government  in  a  minority.  Time  would  not 
allow  me  to  go  into  the  many  measures  that  have  come  before 
Parliament  in  the  interests  of  those  before  me  during  the  past 
session.  You  know  what  took  place  on  the  malt-tax;  you 
know  how  little  has  been  done  in  reference  to  local  taxation, 
and  you  know  what  discussions  we  have  had  on  the  com  laws. 
These  are  three  questions  which  all  want  a  long  time  for  dis- 
cussion, and  at  this  hour  of  the  evening  I  will  not  venture  to 
trespass  upon  your'  patience  by  dwelling  upon  them.  But 
there  is  one  question  of  greater  importance  to  the  agricultural 
labourer  than  any  other,  upon  which  I  must  daim  your  indul- 
gence for  a  few  minutes ;  Lmean  the  education  of  the  agri- 
cultural labourer.  I  will  not  go  into  all  the  details  of  the 
Education  BilL  But  you  will  remember  that  in  this  diocese 
oar  Bishiop  held  a  Conference  in  July  last ;  on  the  merits  of 
that  Conference  I  will  not  here  dilate ;  sui&cient  to  say  com- 
mittees were  appointed  bv  the  Conference,  and  the  Bishop 
did  me  the  honour  of  placing  me  upon  a  committee  in 
reference  to  education,  so  fiir  as  related  to  this  county. 
We  had  our  first  committee  meeting  in  London 
the  other  day,  and  after  a  great  deal  of  discussion  we  arrived 
at  the  determination  to  ask  the  Bishop  to  make  an  appeal  to 
the  whole  of  his  diocese  for  subscriptions  to  aid  those  parishes 
in  which  it  was  necessary  either  to  enlarge  or  build  fresh 
schools.  At  the  present  moment  there  are  something  like  60 
or  60  parishes  in  this  county  where  there  is  insufficient  school 
accommodation,  and  it  is  most  important  that  steps  be  taken 
immediately,  for  this  reason,  tliat  unless  you  have  your  plans 
sent  in  to  the  Privy  Council  before  the  Slat  of  December  next 
you  will  have  no  opportunity  of  getting  any  aid  from  the 
l^ovemment,  or  of  receiving  any  government  grant  for  build- 
ing or  enlarging  your  schools.    Therefore,  although  I  confess 


this  rather  a  di^  after-dinner  subject,  I  take  this  oj^portunity 
of  mentioning  it,  as  time  is  valuable  to  those  parishes  that 
have  not  sufficient  educational  accommodation.  No  doubt  the 
appeal  that  will  be  made  for  subscriptions  will  be  met  by  many 
olgections.  We  should  hear  from  many,  "  I  have  m^  own 
schools  in  my  own  parish  to  attend  to,  and  cannot  assut  in 
this  undertaking."  Others  will  say,  "  If  I  subscribe  at  all  I 
shall  not  subscribe  to  parishes  and  schools  in  this  diocese 
generally,  I  would  rather  subscribe  to  those  in  my  own  imme- 
diate neighbourhood."  Others  again  will  say,  "  I  do  no^  see 
why  we  should  subscribe  to  those  parishes  that  have  neglected 
their  own  dntv,  after  we  have  done  ours."  And  further,  many 
will  say,  "  I  don't  feel  so  very  sanguine,  I  don*t  care  so  very 
much  about  gettiuff  these  government  grants;  I  should  not 
object  to  see  school-boards  established  in  the  different  parishes 
or  education  paid  for  out  of  the  rates."  These  are  all  ob- 
jections which  we  shall  have  to  meet,  and  m^  advice  to  you  is, 
whatever  you  do,  if  possible  avoid  an  education  rate — and  for 
this  reason,  principaUy,  that  a  rate  fiedls  exclusively  on  one  class 
of  property — it  falls  on  the  overburdened,  overweighted 
land.  It  is  true  that  the  shonkeeper  and  the  profes- 
sional man  may  pay  some  portion  or  it,  but  they  only  pay  on 
their  houses ;  and  the  wealthv  man  will  only  pay  on  his  house. 
Now,  then,  is  the  time  to  make  an  appeal  to  all  those  wealthy 
men  and  others  who  have  no  local  obligations  or  local  respon- 
sibilities ;  and  they  have  an  opportunity  of  aiding  those 
parishes  that  are  not  able,  perhaps,  to  help  themselves ;  and  I 
nave  no  doubt  large  sums  will  be  collected,  if  not  from  agri- 
cultural districts,  at  any  rate  from  those  districts  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  metropolis  where  we  know  wealth  and  plenty 
abound.  Some  may  sa;^  that  the  parishes  ought  to  help  them- 
selves, therefore  they  will  not  subscribe  to  this  fund ;  but  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  fund  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
those  in  whom  you  can  fairly  place  confidence,  and  aid  will 
not  be  given  to  those  parishes  where  the  parishioners,  or  the 
squire,  or  the  leading  occupiers  have  neglected  their  duty,  but 
simply  to  those  parishes  in  which  they  have  not  had  the 
means  to  supply  tneir  wants.  Again,  I  say,  avoid  education- 
rates,  and  I  hope  dimenters  in  those  parishes  will  come  forward 
liberallv,  if  they  have  not  any  sovemment  school  of  their 
own ;  for  although  these  will  be  Church  of  EngUnd  schools, 
they  will  be  well  protected  by  the  conscience  clause,  and  three- 
fore  there  will  be  no  reli^ous  difficulty.  If  possible,  I  should 
strongly  advise  those  parishes  in  which  thev  hnve  no  schools 
at  the  present,  to  let  tne  dissenters  have  a  share  in  the  repre- 
sentation of  these  schools.  I  would  go  further  even  than  this, 
and  say,  let  a  school  board  exist  and  let  them  have  the 
manaaement  of  the  school,  and  let  the  ratepayers  elect  the 
school  board.  I  do  not  say  this  from  any  desire  to  take  the 
patronage  ont  of  the  hands  of  the  clergy.  We  know  that  in 
this  matter  of  education  we  are  under  unbounded  obligations 
to  them ;  but  I  say  so  because  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to 
impose  too  much  labour  on  the  clergy  in  this  matter.  And 
another  reason  is  that  I  want  to  see  all  the  inhabitaote  of  the 
parishes  teke  more  interest  in  the  education  of  their  chil- 
dren than  they  have  ever  done  before.  Therefore,  I  say,  give 
the  people  an  interest  in  the  subject  by  enlarging  your 
administration.  Another  advantage  resulting  from  the  elso- 
tion  of  your  school  boards  would  be  that  you  would  be  able  to 
put  the  compulsory  clauses  into  operation.  Now  do  not  let 
me  be  misunderstood  when  I  advocate  the  compulsory  ckuses. 
When  "         '     '  -         -  - 
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believe  it  could  be  carried  ont  by  any  local  board 
or  any  board  in  our  different  country  parishes,  by  whom 
it  would  be  carried  out  in  a  spirit  of  love,  and 
benevolence,  and  kindness.  And  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
at  all  impossible  or  impracticable  to  put  the  Factory  Acts  into 
operation  if  it  should  be  the  opinion  of  the  local  board  that  it 
was  desirable  to  do  so.  1  believe  that  if  you  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  compel  parents  to  send  their  children  to  school — 
though  I  believe  you  would  not  find  it  necessary  in  many 
parishes  in  this  county — ^you  would  be  able  to  put  the  Print 
Works  Act  into  operation,  whereby  you  could  comoel  a  boy  to 
attend  school  for  160  hours  in  the  six  months,  which  would 
be  equal  to  80  days  in  a  year,  without  materially  affecting  any 
of  the  sources  of  liTeiiliood  of  the  parents  of  such  boy. 
The  "  religious  difficult"  in  the  House  of  Commons  is  no 
difficulty  in  the  country  ;  the  great  difficulty,  in  my  experience^ 


be  misunaerstood  when  i  advocate  uie  compulsory  clauses, 
len  I  speak  of  compulsion  I  have  not  in  my  mind  any 
fught  of  the  policeman,  or  the  magistrate,  or  of  any 
"sh   measures    at   all ;    I   speak   of  compulsion    as    I 
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tad  in  that  of  other  people,  U  in  fetting  the  ohildreB  to  at- 
tend BchooL  M^  friend  Mr.  Meohi  and  myself  have  (rften  had 
amioaUe  diieuauone  on  the  anicnltnral  topics  of  tiie  day.  I 
am  sorry  to  sav  we  do  not  always  agree,  and  I  shonld  haTe 
preferred  speaking  after  him  rather  than  before  him.  He 
wishes  to  carry  oat  the  commernal  prindples  of  this  coontir 
in  regard  to  land  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  I  do,  and  I 
should  like  to  ask  him  how  it  would  be  if  we  carried  ont  this 
oommereial  principle  to  its  farthest  limits.  I  ask  him  what  is 
the  result  in  ScotUnd,  where  this  principle  has  been  carried 
oat  entirely  P  What  is  the  oonseqaence  so  fiur  as  fanners 
are  concerned  P  The  rents  in  Scotland  are  at  the  rack.  Then 
is  not  a  farm  in  Scotland  that  is  nnder  let,  and  manv  landp 
owners  let  their  farms  by  tender  or  by  auction.  Would  you 
like  that  to  be  the  case  in  this  country  P  This  year  I  hafe 
been  working  very  hard,  and  among  other  duties  I  haTe  been 
sitting  on  the  Local  Taxation  Committee.  I  will  not  go  into 
that  question  to-night,  but  merely  remark  that  we  had  bdbre 
that  committee  Mr.  Caird,  whom  Mr.  BCechi  knows  tcit  welL 
and  who  has  iuTestigated  the  question  thoroughly,  and  ne  will 
tell  you  tliat  the  rental  of  England  is  Terr  much  under  its 
value,  and  he  told  the  committee  that  he  believed  it  would 
conduce  very  much  to  the  deterioration  of  the  hapninese  and 
welfare  of  the  people  of  this  countnr  if  it  were  raised  upon  the 
same  commercial  principle  as  they  have  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  MECHt  came  to  the  important  qnestion,  How  could 
they  increase  their  profiU  by  iarmingP  The  interests  of 
landlord  and  tenant  were  concomitant  and  concurrent ;  and  it 
was  to  their  advantage  to  abolish  open  farmyards,  as  bemg  a 
source  of  loss,  and  to  substitute  covered  and  endosed  yaras 
for  their  cattle,  which  would  increase  their  profits. 

Mr.  W.  Fairuzad  :  Decidedly  not. 

A  Voice  :  Who  is  soing  to  put  them  up  P 

Mr.  Fai&head  :  I  don*t  agree  with  you. 

Mr.  Mechi  :  I  do  not  expect  my  fnend  Furhead  to  agree 
with  me.  But  you  cannot  gainsay  fscts.  When  you 
look  at  it  dispassionately  you  find  that  covered  sheds  for  cat- 
tle increase  your  profito.  They  preeerve  your  manure  with  all 
Its  virtues,  and  preserve  the  hmfth  of  your  cattle,  and  I  would 
uj  strength  upon  that  point  while  yon  are  complaining  of 
disease  among  your  cattle. 

Mr.  Waxelin  :  If  you  inclose  them  you  make  them  worse. 

Mr.  Fairhsad  :  I  quite  agree  with  you. 

Mr.  Mechi  :  We  are  at  present  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
causes  by  which  our  cattle  are  affected,  but  how  is  it  that  they 
are  never  affected  when  kept  under  ooverP 

Mr.  Wakeliw  :  Generally  so,  not  never. 

Mr.  Mechi  said  there  had  been  no  disease  in  his  covered 
ynrd  for  the  last  20  years,  and  the  same  could  be  said  of  many 
other  farms  where  the  same  plan  was  adopted.  He  had  rea- 
son to  believe  that  many  of  the  diseases  that  were  prevalent 
proceeded  from  the  variation  in  the  temperature,  Irom  the 
insects  and  various  things  found  in  the  grass,  and  from  the 
various  conditions  under  which  the  food  in  the  open  field  was 
eaten.  Nobody  objected  to  folding  sheep  on  the  land ;  every- 
one approved  of  it,  because  the  knd  then  got  t^e  benefit  of  all 
that  resulted  from  the  food,  but  it  was  not  so  in  the  open 
farmyard,  where  the  virtue  of  the  manure  was  all  wasted.  If 
they  wanted  to  increase  their  profits  by  obtaining  larger  crops 
at  a  diminished  cost,  let  them  have  covered  yards  for  thor 
cattle  (expressions  of  dissent).  This  was  a  question  which 
Essex  had  yet  to  learn,  but  he  was  certain  she  would  learn  it. 
If  they  were  men  of  business  they  would  study  the  question, 
Md  not  be  blinded  by  prqudice.  Another  point  in  which  he 
thought  Essex  was  rather  deficient  was  in  the  unfortunate  be- 
lief that  those  strong  non-calcareous  days  which  were  called 
loams  were  unfit  lands  to  be  drained. 

Mr.  Gwtkne  :  You  have  gone  into  that  question  so  often, 
M.  Mechi ;  don't  go  into  it  again. 

Mr.  Mechi  :  Don't  vou  beSeve  thev  ought  be  drained  P 

Mr.  GwTNNE :  We  had  gone  into  the  question  so  often  that 
we  shall  be  better  without  it  to-night 

Mr.  Mechi  :  I  speak  from  facts,  because  I  have  had  ex- 


perience, and  I  can  only  say  that  tte  behef  that  drainage  is 

ni.     B  .^   5*°**  ^"  "  *  ^'y  ft^*«l  deduction  from  the 
profits  of  the  fitrmer. 


of  no  use  on 


vezy  fatal  deduction  from  the 
Mr.  GwTif HE :  In  your  (pinion. 

les  for  Mr.  Mechi  to  «  go  on,"  and  counter  criea  of  disap- 


cnes 
proval. 


Mr.  Waxblxv  oalliag  out. "  We  ein'i  listan  any  loB|v,  t( 
have  had  enough  of  your '  pth*  already." 

The  Ckaiimas  :  i  hope  everybody  viU  give  Mr.  Medu  i 
fiur  hearing. 

Mr.  Mechi  oontinnedx  One  of  hit  neighhous,wbo  W 
been  his  greatest  opponent  on  this  drainage  queitioB,  had  bees 
converted  to  a  different  way  of  thinking. 

Mr.  Waxeun  :  I  should  like  to  have  his  name. 

Mr.  MxcAi :  I  do  not  wish  to  diaoloee  his  aane.  bat  be 
does  not  live  half-a-doien  miles  from  hev«.  Ithiaktluiiii 
question  which  ought  not  to  be  left  to  after-dinner  diieaiMB, 
but  ought  to  be  looked  into  praotically.  If  the  frnasr  vmU 
say,  **I  will  try  a  portion  of  afield,  aadexperimeataUuoatiie 
question,"  they  would  prove  it  by  resulta. 

Mr.  Qwnnrs :  It  has  been  done  already.  We  havi  pka^ 
of  fields  in  this  neighbourhood  that  we  can  point  to. 

Mr.FAiBHSAO:  Cutit  short,Mr.Moclu.  Youhtrsgoi 
some  good  htad-pieoes  here. 

Mr.MscHi:  If  I  had  a  jury  here  and  they  w«e  to  bar 
such  opinuma  aa  those  you  now  expreea  thqr  would  my  tbi 
farmers  of  Essex  are  not  men  of  huamesa. 

Mr.  Qwnms :  Perhaps  not. 

Mr.MsoHisaidhe  wu  there  to  speak  the  truth  si  he  U 
proved  it,  and  not  simply  to  nve  opinions.  He  sdfocstsi  tbe 
advantages  of  drainage,  and  urged  tlM  importsnes  of  tep 
tillage.  He  asked  them  to  come  before  him  with  &ct,lntii« 
to  oppose  him  with  an^.  because  he  had  the  welCue  «f  the 
agriculturists  at  heart  in  all  he  said. 

Mr.  OwnfiTB  said  he  could  nams  two  fumm  who  bad 
cultivated  after  Mr.  Meehi's  system,  and  who  wers  pRiand 
to  state  that  the  resnlto  were  opposite  to  Mr.  Me^scpmoM. 

Mr.  GOLDIN  Faiehbad  had  the  hishest  respeet  br  Mr. 
Mechi,  who  gave  important  lessona  to  Uie  faimen  br  bii  a^ 
perimenta,  but  they  profited  more  by  aToiding  whst  Mr.  Mech 
did  than  by  following  his  example,  and  the  mors  Mr.  Meebi 
left  his  fhrming  to  Us  nm  the  better  resaltB  wooU  hs  biif . 
He  (the  speaker)  knew  there  were  some  lands  thst  vosU  b(< 
stand  ploughing  more  than  three  inohes  deep,  while  otben 
could  not  be  ploughed  too  deeply;  and  he  had «nae  fiew 
which  he  would  not  allow  Mr.  Mechi  to  drain  if  he  wosU  «) 
the  work  fior  nothing. 

At  Hariow  Sir  H.  T.  SxLwnr-lBBSTSOZi  sud :  In  bsiUiDr 
cottages  I  should  like  people  to  fed  that  they  w«e  act  bsiU. 
ing  them  with  the  view  of  jgetting  direct  reenmentkn  oitcf 
them,  but  that»  by  improving  the  eksa  of  hUwurtbej  fbrn 
upon  their  land,  they  were  really  benefiting  thensebei  m  tbi 
lon^  run.  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  if  we  could  provide  prmr 
habitations  fbr  the  labouring  population,  if— another  o^^ 
of  mine— we  could  scatter  those  honsee  a  little  more  sbosttbe 
ferms,  instead  of  congregating  them  togrther,  too  oAn  >t 
long  distances  from  the  centre  of  vrork,  we  should  be  m 
much  towards  solving  a  very  difficult  questiou.  Modn  v!* 
have  shown  ua  that  this  feeling  ia  abroad.  AtteniitsiR 
being  made  here  and  there  to  carry  out  some  snob  ftaofkm 
this.  The  results  that  have  attended  those  stm  biT^B 
every  instance  that  I  have  had  any  experience  of,  bees  i^ 
fectoir;  and  I  believe  now,  that  the  example iiist, it  «|B 
spread.  When  you  get  a  really  good  usefhl  servant  »  >  » 
bourer,  living  doee  to  hie  work,  able  to  give  yoo  iD  ■> 
energies,  instead  of  exhausting  them  in  coming  to  yov  "** 
vice,  we  shaU  realise  the  motto  I  see  on  my  ielk»thst«  No- 
thing is  denied  to  well-direeted  industry." 
NOrriNQHAMSHIRE. 

AtGreasley,  Mr.  Fox  said  it  was  a  question  whether  eon 
rents  would  act  wdl  between  landlord  and  teasnt  in  the  Jud* 
land  districts.  He  thought  it  would  cause  more  diaabw- 
tion  than  the  present  system  of  rentsL  His  behef  w 
that  the  landlord  was  fiooUsh  if  he  fixed  more  rent  tlu&  5^ 
be  paid  by  a  reasonable  tenant,  and  the  tenant  was  "'gl^ 
he  gave  more  than  he  thought  he  could  afford  to  pay.  Be  w 
always  objected  strongly  to  open  valuation.  If  e  Pf°?,^ 
sent  as  valuer  on  a  farm  the  landlord's  instruction  sboold  w, 
that  if  he  firand  the  fhrm  above  the  original  condition  a  «»' 
sequence  of  the  improvements  made  by  the  tenant,  ue  tetm 
should  be  allowed  to  have  the  difference,  end  '^^^^^^ 
fiurm  was  not  up  to  the  mark  owing  to  the  tenanf •  wJt! 
in  common  honesty,  that  ferm  ooaht  to  be  put  op  ^Jj^ 
good  fkrmer  could  make  it  pay  under  reesonaUe  muf"^ 
General  valuations  must  be  productive  of  evil  rBWH  "^ 
instructiottfl  of  this  kind  were  given. 
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liANCASflmB. 
At  Eodttton,  Mr.  G.  A.  DzAir,  the  chairman,  said :  Mr. 
Professor  Rogers,  of  Oxford,  at  a  political  meeting  at  Bir- 
mingham, did  farmers  the  honour  ox  sayinff  that  their  heads 
were  as  hollow  as  the  turnips  they  grew.  Now,  I  want  to  do 
my  hest  to  show  Professor  Rogers  that  he  is  fery  greatly  in 
error  in  making  such  a  statement ;  and  for  that  purpose  I  have 
brought  out  a  root,  one  gpwn  on  Cartford  Farm,  and  here  it 
is.  (The  chairman  at  this  point  held  up  a  very  fine  and  large 
turnip,  which  created  much  laughter  amongst  those  present.) 
There's  nothing  hollow  about  that.  That  turnip  I  mtend  to 
send  to  Professor  Rogers  for  him  to  see  whether  it  is 
hollow,  and  also  to  compare  it  with  his  own  head  (loud 
lauffhter).  I  was  reading  some  time  ajro  of  a  professor — 
perhaps  it  was  Professor  Bog^ers  himself--who  was  suffering 
from  rheumatics,  and  he  called  in  another  professor — a  brother 
professor— to  try  and  cure  him  of  his  rheumaticed  complaint, 
and  he  (the  brother  professor)  adopted  the  rub-and-tap  system. 
This  professor  of  the  rubbing-and-tapping  principle  attended 
his  brother  professor,  and  rubbed  him  from  head  to  foot,  and 
then  commenced  tapping.  A  friend  was  standing  by  looking 
what  he  was  doing,  and  when  he  came  to  his  chest,  and  after 
rubbing  and  tappintr  it^  the  friend  said,  "  Why.  bless  my  soul, 
how  hollow  it  sounds  1"  "  Yes,"  replied  the  other, "  it  does, 
but  wait  till  I  get  to  his  head,  and  then  you  will  see  how  hoUow 
it  will  sound  "  (renewed  laughter) .  I  should  not  at  all  wonder 
that  the  head  would  be  found  to  be  just  as  hollow  as  Professor 
Eogers's  (great  laughter).  I  can  only  say  that,  so  far  as 
this  stupid  remark  made  use  of  by  Professor  Eogers  with  re- 
spect to  farmers'  heads  is  concerned,  it  is  all  trash,  and  I  much 
r^ret  that  such  absurd  statements  should  have  been  made  by 
anvbody.  Whoever  heard  of  a  Lancashire  farmer  having  a 
hollow  head  P  Let  any  one  attempt  to  buy  a  horseu  or  to  ouy 
grain  from  a  farmer,  and  they  will  not  see  any  hollowness 
mbout  his  head  then.  The  farmers  are  a  class  of  men  of  great 
intelligence;  and  if  I  can  only  induce  Profinsor  Aogers  to 
come  here  next  year,  I  am  sure  he  will  make  an  ample  apology 
for  the  remarks  he  has  made. 

H£ETFOBJ)SHIRE. 

At  Hertford,  the  Hon.  fl.  Cowpeb,  M.P.,  said :  There  was 
one  person  above  all  whom  he  expected  to  see  there,  a  gentle- 
man who  had  been  writing  some  letters  in  which  the  three 
gentlemen  who  had  the  honour  to  represent  Mr.  McCsfeachy, 
and  the  member  for  the  borough  of  Hertford,  were  peremp- 
torily summoned  to  meet  him  at  that  meeting  and  be  examined 
by  him  as  to  their  opinions  on  the  eame  laws.-  When  a  man 
was  called  out  he  believed  he  had  the  melancholv  privilege  of 
selecting  the  place  and  time  of  meeting.  Mi.  McQeachy  not 
only  challenged  them,  bat  in  the  most  preremptory  way  insisted 
upon  that  occasion  and  that  place  for  their  meeting.  He  was  very 
sorry  Mr.  Mc(Jeachey  had  not  gone  there,  thougk  probably  by 
the  rules  of  that  society  they  would  not  be  allowed  to  gratify 
him  in  discussing  to  the  extent  he  might  desire,  that  most  dif- 
ficult question.  Although  he  had  adverted  to  that  question 
which  so  closely  affected  the  farmer  he  was  not  gobg  to  dis- 
cuss it.  On  that  question  which  affected  the  farmer  and  the 
landlord  in  the  first  instance  (he  did  not  mean  to  say  it  was  to 
be  settled  by  them  alone,  but  it  affected  them  in  the  first  in- 
stance), Mr.  McGeachv  had  the  pull  of  them,  for  he  was 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other ;  and  from  that  point  of  neu- 
trality Mr.  Mc(3eachy  was  able  to  address  himself  to  the  sub- 
ject in  a  calm  and  intellectual  manner. 

Mr.  H.  fi.  Bklstd,  M.P.,  congratulated  them  upon  the 
eneigetie  action  Utely  shown  by  the  Privy  Council  with  re- 
spect to  the  importation  of  cattle;  and  he  believed  there 
should  be  a  feeling  of  security  when  energetic  measures  were 
taken  to  show  that  the  authonties  were  determined  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  such  a  plague  as  the  rindorpeat.  The 
mutual  object  of  the  representatives  of  that  county  was  to 
advance  the  interests  of  toe  agriculturists ;  and  that  could  be 
best  done  by  there  being  a  mutual  understanding  between  all 
classes  of  the  agricultural  world.  When  there  were  griev- 
ances to  be  remedied  they  could  not  be  remedied  by  violent 
means,  nor  by  forcing  humiliating  concessions ;  nor  in  anv 
case  could  a  remedy  be  gained,  as  had  lately  been  attempted, 
by  bringing  questions  of  a  kind  calculated  to  arouse  differences 
en  opinion  bdSore  those  meetings.  Mr.  McQeady  wu  a  gentle- 
man for  whom  he  entertained  the  greatest  respect,  but  he 


hoped  that  gentleman  would  find  a  better  6plMrtuiiity  of  dis- 
cussing the  Oame-laws  than  dinners  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  Fawcxtt  thought  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  if 
members  for  the  county  were  allowed  to  speak  on  any  matters 
they  thought  would  be  likely  to  interest  orbeneflt  the  meeting. 
They  had  in  this  county  the  largest  number  of  most  respect- 
able hwdlords,  both  owners  and  occupiers,  of  any  county  in 
England.  And  yet  they  had,  connected  with  all  these  advan- 
tageSf  the  most  miserable  county  show  that  could  be  seen  in 
all  England.  When  he  saw  the  names  both  of  Lord  Dacre, 
Mr.  Amesi  and  hundreds  of  others,  he  was  perfectly  satisfied 
that  the  owners  and  farmers  only  wanted  to  have  matters 
placed  in  a  proper  light  before  them,  and  they  would  support 
it,  so  that  the  Hertfordshire  oountv  show  should  be  second  to 
none  in  England.  He  would  show  them  many  reasons  why  there 
should  be  alterations.  The  Society  was  bound  hand  and  foot 
with  restrictions.  There  was  scarcely  aprize  offered  but  was  bound 
with  foolish  and  contemptible  restrictions.  And  the  monev  is 
so  divided  there  is  no  prixe  worth  competing  for.  In  one  dass 
there  were  14  premiums ;  they  would  find  nothing  of  the  sort 
in  any  other  society :  they  didn't  give  a  sinsle  £20,  £40,  or 
£50  prize  open  to  all  England.  They  offered  a  prize  for  male 
animals,  but  put  such  restrictions  on  it  that  no  man  in  his 
senses  would  think  of  sending  good  animals  to  the  show. 
Look  at  their  description  of  a  tenant  farmer !  They  say  a 
man  is  not  a  tenant  nrmer  if  he  does  anvthing  else ;  that  is  to 
say,  he  is  not  fit  to  be  a  tenant  farmer  if  he  is  connected  with 
agriculture  and  commerce ;  did  they  not  find  that  some  of  the 
most  honourable,  honest,  and  straightforward  men  wen  con- 
nected with  commerce  P  And  vet,  if  they  find  one  of  these 
men  taking  a  large  farm  tney  tell  him  he  is  not  a 
tenant  farmer.    Thus  they  drive  members  away. 


MIDLAND  AGBIOULTUBAL  SOCIETY. 
MEETING  AT  ALFRBTON. 

This  was  the  best  exhibition  the  Society  has  ever  had.  The 
catUe  were  particularly  good,  and  the  milking  and  in-calf 
classes  especially  so.  The  landlords'  class  of  milking  cows 
and  the  tenantr  in-calf  class  were,  as  a  whole,  highly  com- 
mended by  the  judges.  The  bulls  were  few  in  number,  and 
were  not  above  an  averaoc  in  quality.  The  sheep  classes 
were  not  very  well  filled.  The  rams  were  good,  and  the  others 
about  an  avera^  show.  The  pigs  were  excellent,  and  would 
have  done  credit  to  any  showyard,  though  some  of  the  classes 
oontamed  but  few  entries.  There  wu  a  superior  show  of 
horses ;  and  those  shown  in  pairs,  which  had  ploughed  in  the 
match,  were  a  capital  lot  The  three  pairs  in  the  landlords* 
class  were  fit  to  compete  anywhere,  and  those  of  the  tenants 
were  little  inferior.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  two  pairs 
which  took  first  and  second  prizes  in  this  latter  dass  were 
under  three  years  old,  and,  beyond  their  actual  merit 
gave  good  promise  for  the  future.  The  show  of  cheese  was 
good ;  and  the  first-prize  cheese  was  cut  for  dinner,  where  it 
had  to  compete  with  a  cheese  from  the  Derby  factory.  Both 
were  rather  new ;  but  the  better  judgment  gave  the  preference 
to  the  factory  cheese,  though  some  preferred  that  of  Mrs. 
Shutes.  The  roots  were  a  very  good  collection  for  the  sea- 
son. The  swede  turnips  were,  as  a  class,  highly  commended 
by  the  judges,  and  would  compare  with  advantage  with  the 
swedes  shown  last  week  at  Derby.  The  white  turnips  were 
very  littie  inferior  to  the  swedes.  One  of  the  chief  attrac- 
tions in  the  showyard  was  Mr.  GUbert  Murrey's  model  of  the 
Cheese  Factoiy  Working  Plant,  as  introduced  tram  America 
by  Mr.  Schermerhom,  with  a  vat  improved  and  a  press  in- 
vented by  the  exhibitor.  The  model  was  the  object  of  con- 
stant eouunination.  The  funds  of  the  Societjr  not  being  suffi- 
cient to  offer  premiums  for  implements,  the  judges  were  un- 
able to  award  to  Mr.  Mnnray  any  substantial  expression  of 
their  appreciation. 

The  judges  were^for  stock,  Messrs.  J.  J.  Aowley,  J. 
Faulkner,  and  J.  Nuttall ;  for  ploughing,  Messrs.  S.  Chad- 
wick  and  J.  Parker;  for  roots,  Messrs.  W.  Hollingworth  and 
T.  StendaU ;  for  cheese  and  butter,  Messrs.  T.  Bodgers  and  T. 
Bhmd. 
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THE    CENTRAL     CHAMBER    OF    AGRICULTURE. 


The  Council  resumed  iU  montldy  meetiogs  at  ike  Salis- 
bury Hotel, Salisbury  Square,  oa  Tuesday,  Oct.  I, under  the  pre- 
sidency of  ColoQtl  Tomline,  M.P. ;  but  the  attendance  was 
very  small,  there  not  being  in  all  twenty  members  of  Council 
or  deputed  members  present ;  the  company  was,  indeed,  mainly 
made  up  by  the  reporters,  although,  as  Mr.  Neild  says,  many 
of  these  gentlemen  do  not  take  much  note  of  the  proceedings. 

The  Chairman,  in  opening  the  proceedings,  observed  that 
the  principal  business  oefore  the  Chamber  was  the  reception 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  ou  local  taxation.  That  he 
remarked,  was  a  subject  of  the  greatest  interest  to  tnem. 
The  agitation  of  the  question  had  gone  on  quietly  and  steadily, 
and  he  was  glad  to  see  in  one  of  the  newspapers  the  report  of 
a  speech  respecting  it,  delivered  by  a  borough  member  at 
Whitehaven,  which  was  exceedingly  good,  altogether  in  the 
sense  in  which  the  Chamber  viewed  the  matter,  and  which 
was  received  with  great  applause  by  the  constituency.  This 
showed,  he  thought,  that  the  Chamber  was  not  acting  ex  parte 
in  what  it  was  endeavouring  to  do ;  and  he  believed  that  if 
county  members  would  only  see  that  what  was  asked  for  was 
no  more  than  just  and  fair,  and  that  their  constituents  had  a 
deep  interest  in  it,  a  favourable  conclusion  would  more  speedily 
be  arrived  at. 

The  secretary  read  a  communication  from  the  Cirencester 
Chamber  relating  to  the  collection  of  cattle  disease  statistios 
by  the  addition  of  another  column  to  the  Board  of  Trade  Re- 
turns. On  being  applied  to,  that  department  stated  that  it 
would  be  easy  to  add  a  column  for  tlie  purpose,  in  case  the 
occupiers  desired  it. 

Mr.  Neild  observed  that  the  business  committee  had  fully 
considered  the  matter,  and  had  oome  to  the  conclusion,  seeing 
the  way  in  which  agricultural  statistics  were  being  handled  in 
certain  quarters,  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  take  action 
upon  it  at  present. 

The  Chamber  approved  of  this  decision. 

In  the  absence  ot  Sir  Massey  Lopes,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Local  Taxation  Committee,  Captain  Ciuioii  submitted  the 
Committee's  reiK)rt,  which,  allndinff  to  the  meetings  held 
at  Taunton  during  the  Show  of  tne  Bath  and  West  of 
^England  Society  and  the  Royal  Agricnltaral  Societv,  said 
that   the   report   of  the   committee   published   in  August, 

E'ving  an  account  of  its  proceedings  since  its  formation, 
id  been  sent  to  the  various  provincial  Chambers  of  A^- 
culture,  and  a  letter  from  sir  Massey  Lopes,  directing 
attention  to  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  asking 
for  contributions,  haa,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  report, 
been  sent  to  the  landowners  in  most  of  the  counties  in  England 
and  Wales  through  tiie  local  agents  of  the  committee ;  but, 
owing  to  the  committee  not  having  been  able  to  obtain  local 
agents  in  a  few  counties,  the  landowners  in  these  had  not  as 
yet  been  applied  to.  The  committee  suggested  that  members 
of  the  Council  and  of  provincial  Chambers  should  send  to  the 
secretary  the  names  of  those  in  different  counties  who,  in  their 
opinion,  would  be  willing  to  take  an  active  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject. "In  oondnsion,**  said  the  rej^rt,  "the  committee 
cannot  help  feeling  that  the  movement  in  favour  of  a  reform  of 
the  existing  inequalities  and  injustice  of  the  present  system  of 
local  taxation  is  spreading,  and  they  are  sanguine  that  an  in- 
creasing interest  is  being  felt,  not  only  amonist  those  who  are 
connected  with  hmd,  but  also  amount  the  heavily-rated  in- 
habitants of  large  cities  and  towns ;  out  the  committee  would, 
nevertheless,  press  upon  the  members  both  of  the  Central  and 
provincial  Chambers  the  great  necessity  that  exists  for  keep- 
ing up  this  interest  if  any  hurge  and  usaul  measure-of  reform 
is  to  De  obtained." 

Mr.  T.  WiLLSON  moved  that  the  report  be  received  and 
adopted ;  and  the  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Nsild,  who 
remarked  that  there  was  matter  in  the  report  which  came 
home  to  the  heart  and  the  judgment  of  every  ratepayer  in 
England,  and  that  nteps  ought  to  be  taken  to  give  it  the  widest 
circulation.  The  Chamber  was  grcatlv  indebted  to  some  of 
the  weekly  papers,  and  especiaUy  Bdd  Weekly  Menen^er 
and  the  Mttrk  Itnte  Exprw,  for  publishing  its  proceedings ; 


but  he  regretted  to  find  that  the  daily  press  of  the  metropoiii 
was  exceedingly  remiss  in  this  part  of  ita  duty,  and  umA 
to  sUnd  aloof  from  the  Chamber  as  if  it  did  not  wish  to  toiek 
agricultural  subjects.  It  was  from  London  that  the  Dnmseei 
took  their  cue,  and  the  London  press  might  be  made  sa  iM- 
portant  iutrnment  in  disQeminating  information  on  the  qw- 
tion  of  local  taxation.  He  believed  that  the  d^y  Wis  not  (v 
distant  when  it  would  be  made  the  battle-cry  of  psitki  it 
every  hustings,  and  he  earnestly  hoped  that  the  fiumcnvodd 
refuse  to  vote  for  any  candidate  until  they  knew  whst  wete 
his  sentiments  on  local  taxation.  Local  taxation  and  the  aitt 
tax  were  the  two  subjects  on  which  the  opinion  of  the  oovnti; 
would  be  pronounced  at  the  next  general  election ;  and  if  tk 
conntv  voters  did  their  duty,  he  had  no  doubt  both  queBtioii 
would  be  settled  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  H.  Genoi  Amdhews  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Sir 
Massey  Lopes,  M.P.,  and  the  89  membefsoftheHooetf 
Commons  who  voted  for  limiting  the  eharge  on  the  poor- 
rate  assessment  for  elementary  education  to  one  peony  ia  tJK 
pound.  The  best  place  for  agitating 'the  subject  of  kol 
taxation,  he  observed,  was  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Cousoni ; 
for  the  speeches  and  motions  made  there  the  daily  piesB  vis 
bound  to  report  more  or  less  fhlly.  The  ftnt  divisioB  in  the 
House  on  the  question  referred  to  in  the  motion  wis  tika 
on  the  proposition  of  Sir  Massey  Lopes  to  redoee  the  cos- 
tribution  of  the  poor-rate  for  elemental^  education  to  a  peai j 
in  the  pound.  He  (Mr.  Andrews)  did  not  approve  of  myins 
even  so  small  a  sum  as  that  out  of  the  poor  rate ;  imt  lit 
coidd  not  ignore  the  fact  that  in  the  Honse  of  Conuaosi,  if 
the  sympathy  of  any  considerable  body  of  members  wsi  to  be 
enlisted  in  support  of  any  object,  gentlemen  were  obbgel 
sometimes  to  propose  what  they  did  not,  perhaps,  eotirel? 
approve  of  themselves. 

The  motion,  having  been  seconded  by  Mr.  Wub,  w 
adopted  unanimously ;  and  the  secretary  was  instraetsd  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  it  to  Sir  M.  Lopes,  and  the  other  gestk- 
men  who  had  voted  for  his  motion. 

Mr.  Andsbws  wished  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Qbb- 
her  to  the  fact  that  an  important  movement  wu  en  £Mt  ii 
the  dtv  of  London  for  the  establishment  of  a  natioail  poor- 
rate.  He  then  read  the  following  paragraph  on  the  nqed) 
which  had  appeared  in  some  of  the  puolie  journals :  "  Ni^onil 
Association  for  the  Equalisation  of  Poor-rates.— This  iflo- 
ciation,  the  president  of  which  is  the  Right  Hon.  the  Un 
Mayor  (R.  Besley,  Esq.),  held  a  oommittee  nestiag  os 
Tuesday  last  at  the  Westminster  Palace  HoteL  A  letter  w 
read  from  Lord  Alfred  Churchill  stating  his  consent  to  beoow 
one  of  the  vice-presidents;  also  letters  from  ^ptksesii 
various  parts  of  the  country  approving  the  olgeds  of  the 
association.  The  meeting  resolved  to  take  vigorous  srfioi, 
and  the  secretar]^  was  directed  to  loae  no  time  ia  lodM 
petitions  for  pnbhc  signatures  in  the  London  distiieti  si  wcti 
as  in  the  provinces,  alw  to  hold  puUie  meetings  thnoglioi^ 
the  metropolis  and  the  country,  so  that  by  that  BesUi  m 
the  aid  of  the  Press,  the  great  inequalities  of  the  poor^nte 
may  be  clearly  shown,  and  the  object  of  this  assodstioi,  i 
national  rate,  bronvht  about.'*  He  suggested  that  the  Se0|^ 
tary  of  the  Chamber  might  open  oommunieatMm  with  tbi 
association  for  the  purpose  of  aaoeitaining  whether  die  two 
bodies  could  co-operate  in  the  work  of  aeeomplithi^g  tw 
common  olgeet  th^  had  in  view. 

Mr.  NiiLD  regarded  any  movement  of  that  kind  witk  a- 
vour,  inasmuch  as  it  was  f  ery  much  in  hamiony  with  tbAW- 
iect  which  the  Chamber  Jiad  at  heart;  but  at  ttii  eac^y  itip 
he  deemed  it  better  not  to  open  official  commaniaitioa  witi 
any  other  society. 

Mr.  H.  Wiles  ooncnrred  with  Mr.  Neild  in  this  fipM^, 

Mr.  AiTDEEWS  exphuned  that  he  merely  wished  to  iBqvf| 
what  the  olgeete  of  the  association  exadtiv  wen,  snd  if  tbrj 
were  strictly  in  accord  with  those  of  the  Chamber. 

Captain  Craigie  said  that  at  the  meeting  of  the  k)esltm; 
tion  committee  on  the  previous  day,  the  feding  wis  fs^xtaf* 
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that  the  secreiwy  of  the  committee  might  ascertain  what  tlie 
association  reallj  aimed  at;  and  with  that  he  thought  the 
Chamber  might  rest  satisfied  for  the  present. 

The  matter  was  then  drooped. 

It  was  next  agreed  that  the  first  subject  for  consideration  at 
the  cooncil  meeting  in  November  should  be  the  new  regnla- 
tions  of  the  fire  insurance  offices  for  the  insurance  of  fanning 
stock ;  and  that  at  the  same  council  meeting  the  question  What 
farther  regulations  for  the  home  and  cattle  trade  are  required 
in  the  interest  of  producers  and  consumers?  should  also  be  oon- 
ndered. 

The  Secretary  read  the  report  of  the  joint  committee  on 
weights  and  measnres,  which  had  been  preyiously  published. 

Mr.  WiLKS  contended  that,  as  the  question  at  issue  was  a 
large  one,  its  ramifications  extending  to  every  section  of  the 
population  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  the  richest  to  the 
poorest,  and  as  the  report  proposed  to  wholly  unsettle  the  exist- 
ing system  of  weights  and  measures,  before  the  Cliamber  sanc- 
tioned the  proposal  contained  in  the  report  the  sense  of  the 


irorincial  cnambers  should  be  taken  upon  it.  It  seemed  to 
im  that  the  Committee  had  mixed  up  in  some  confusion  the 
question  of  unifomily  of  weights  and  measares  with  that  of 


proT 
iiim 


tneir  use,  and  that  their  recommendations  were  impracticable. 
He  mored,  therefore,  **  That  the  report  of  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Weights  and  Mersures  be  remitted  to  the  Frorincial 
Chambers,  with  a  request  that  they  wiU  consider  and  resolve 
upon  the  same  prior  to  the  council  meeting  in  February." 

Mr.  RsLPH  reminded  the  Chamber  that  at  a  former  coun- 
cil meeting  it  adopted  a  resolution  on  the  sulqect  which  did 
not  agree  with  the  recommendations  of  the  report.  What 
weight,  then,  could  they  expect  the  daily  press  or  the  public 


to  attach  to  tlieir  proceediugs  if,  having  come  to  a  definite  re- 
solution on  an  important  question,  they  afterwards  in  the  same 
year  resolved  to  **  consider"  it  P  The  efl'eGt  must  be  sadly  to 
puzzle  the  agricultural  mind. 

Captain  Craioie  concurred  with  Mr.  Wiles  in  thinking 
that  the  Chamber  could  not  then  arrive  at  a  resolution  on  the 
report,  because  the  meeting  in  October  was  necessarily  a  very 
small  one,  and  the  sulfject  nad  already  been  considered  and  a 
determination  come  to  which  the  report  certainly  tended  to 
npset.  On  the  3nd  of  November  last  the  Chamber  expressed 
its  ajiproval  of  the  cental.  The  resolutions  it  adopted  were 
that  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council  all  agricnltnral  produce 
should  be  sold  by  weight  only,  and  that  the  centafof  100 
ponnds  should  be  the  standard ;  and  these  resolutions  were 
ordered  to  be  remitted  to  the  provincial  chambers  for  fhtore 
consideration.  Therefore  the  decision  in  favour  of  the  cental 
was  not  in  the  nature  of  a  final  and  an  irrevocable  one. 
Hence  the  necessity  for  asking  the  provincial  chambers  now 
to  consider  the  matter  in  all  its  bearings,  and  in  the  light  of 
this  report  Nothing  could  be  more  inconvenient  or  cumber- 
some than  the  present  system  of  weights  and  measares.  It 
was  nniversally  admitted  that  a  nnifiorm  system  was  desirable ; 
and  if  a  change  was  to  be  effected  the  question  was,  **  why 
not  let  it  be  such  as  would  put  Enghind  on  a  par  with  other 
countries  in  all  parts  of  the  world  P 

The  motion  was  ultimately  agreed  to. 

The  Secretary  laid  before  the  Council  the  resolutions 
come  to  by  the  various  provincial  Chambers,  with  the  view  of 
obtaining  greater  unanimity  of  action  between  the  central  and 
provincial  Chambers,  but  no  action  was  taken  over  tius 
matter. 


BAST    SUFFOLK    CHAMBER    OF    AGRICULTURE. 


A  meeting  waa  held  at  Ipswich,  Lord  Henniker  in  the  chair, 
Mr.  CORRA5CX,  M.P.,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report  of 
the  Local  Taxation  Committee  of  the  Central  Chamber,  which 
bad  been  eireulated.  It  was  two  years  since  he  addressed  the 
chamber  npon  this  question,  and  since  that  time  some  progress 
had  been  made,  but  the  &ct  that  so  long  a  period  had  passed 
without  bringing  them  much  nearer  the  question  was  one  that 
required  some  explanation  on  his  part.  It  was  satis&ctory  to 
know  that  both  in  and  out  of  the  House  of  Commons  the 
question  had  not  been  a  party  question.  They  had  never  yet 
been  fortunate  enonsh  to  secure  the  sympathies  of  any  Govern- 
ment on  their  behalf.  He  did  not  say  so  of  this  Government 
more  than  any  other,  but  they  had  not  obtained  the  sympa- 
thies of  the  gentlemen  who  occupied  the  front  benches  and 
who  formed,  or  would  form,  the  Government.  Here  and  there 
they  had  had  some  support,  but  for  the  most  part  those  who 
sat  on  the  front  benches  stood  to  a  considerable  extent  apart 
from  the  eeneral  interests  of  the  country,  and,  perhaps,  of  the 
House — that  was,  the^  considered  it  necessary  to  be  a  little 
behind  a  growing  opinion ;  for  it  was  not  until  that  opinion 
had  formed  itself  with  some  distinctness  that  any  Government 
whatever  felt  bound  to  give  effect  to  it,  and  perhaps  they  were 
right.  No  doubt  there  might  be  some  ver^  good  reasons  for 
not  dealing  with  the  question  of  local  taxation,  and,  perhaps, 
some  very  oad.  The  good  reasons  included  the  extreme  diffi- 
culty and  great  intricacy  affecting  large  interests,  which  were 
involved  in  tiie  transfer  of  large  buraens  from  one  class  to 
another,  whilst  a  bad  reason  would  be  the  necessity,  even  at 
the  expenae  of  justice,  for  consolidating  their  supporters. 
Those  who  were  agitating  this  question  had  to  take  care  they 
gave  the  (Sovemment  no  pretext  for  good  reasons,  and  then 
they  would  be  able  to  fight  the  bad  ones.  It  was  his  duty  to 
endeaTonr  to  place  befwe  them  what  had  transpired  in  the 
interval  which  had  elapsed  since  he  last  addressed  them  on 
this  point.  After  two  years  of  considerable  pressure  they  in- 
duced Government  to  give  them  a  recognition  to  this  extent — 
that  the  question  was  one  which  it  behoved  Government  to 
deal  with  at  least.  Of  course  it  did  not  go  the  extent  of 
meeting  their  views  or  giving  what  they  should  con- 
Aider  a  satisfactory  answer  to  the  question,  but  it  was  a 
recognition  of  the  question,  and  had  had  one  practical 
result*— the    appointment    of     a    select    committee.    Such 


a  committee  ought  to  have  had  the  power  to  in* 
quire  completely  and  fully  into  the  whole  question, 
and  not  merely  one  part  of  it;  and  it  must  give  a 
semblance  of  insincerity  when  they  found  that  out  of  two  or 
three  very  important  points  that  ought  to  have  been  inquired 
into,  one  which  they  thought  the  most  important  was  left  out. 
The  reference  to  the  committee  was  to  inquire  **  Whether  it 
would  be  enedient  that  the  charges  now  locally  imposed  upon 
occupiers  of  rateable  property  should  be  divided  between 
owners  and  occupiers,  and  what  changes  in  the  constitution  of 
local  bodies  now  administering  the  rates  should  follow  such 
division."  That  was  only  part  of  the  question,  and  when  the 
committee  was  appointed  Sir  Massey  Lopes  and  Mr.  C.  S.  Bead 
expressed  great  indignation  at  the  terms  of  the  reference  and 
thought  it  would  at  once  shelve  the  Question.  He  did  not 
agree  with  them,  because  he  was  persuaded  that  it  would  be 
found  utterly  impossible  to  avoid  or  blink  the  main  issues  at 
stake,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  showed  that  there  waa 
some  reason  for  the  anticipations  he  entertained.  Mr.  Comnce 
proceeded  to  point  out  from  extracts  from  the  printed  proceed- 
ings of  the  committee  that,  although  unintentionally,  it  was 
impossible  to  prevent  reference  being  made  in  the  evidence  to 
the  equity  of  extending  the  area  on  which  rates  are  levied  and 
of  placing  national  burdens  now  borne  by  local  rates  on  the 
national  resourees.  By  both  Sir  M.  Lopes  and  himself  reso- 
lutions were  proposed,  expressing  the  opinion  that  great 
hardships  were  inflicted  in  consequence  of  matters  for  the 
imperial  welfare  being  supported  by  local  taxation,  but  they 
were  defeated  by  the  casting-vote  of  the  chairman  (Mr. 
Ooschen)  on  the  ground  that  they  did  not  come  within  the 
scope  of  the  rdTerenoe.  Mr.  Goschen  was,  however,  by  the 
collective  voice  of  the  committee  foroed,  in  his  draft-report,  to 
propoee  a  clause  in  which  he  said  that  owing  to  the  terms  of 
the  reference  the  committee  had  been  precluded  from  entering 
on  the  enquiry  on  the  relatious  of  local  and  imperial  taxation 
and  the  nature  of  the  property  liable  to  the  same ;  that  the 
enquiry  on  which  they  had  been  engaged  formed  only  one 
branch  of  the  general  question  of  local  taxation,  and  other 
questions  should  be  previously  taken  into  account  in  any 
general  measure  giving  effect  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
committee.  That  was  positively  condemnatory  of  the  tenns 
of  the  reference,  and  of  course   next  session  the  question 
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would  be  asked,  why  was  it  that  the  Mmmittee  waa  limited  as 
it  had  been  P  At  any  rate  the  anticipations  he  had  fonned  as 
to  what  the  committeiB  would  lead  to  were  to  a  great  extent 
carried  out ;  and  who  could  doubt  after  such  a  resolution  that 
Mr.  Goschen*s  mind  itself  must  have  been  cleared  of  anv  pos- 
sible objection  previously  entertained  to  enter  upon  the  lar^r 
Eortion  of  the  inquirv.  The  direct  reference  was  to  inquire 
ow  far  it  was  desirable  to  divide  the  charges  locally  imposed 
on  occupiers  between  owners  and  occupiers,  and  also  whether 
some  better  constitution  in  the  bodies  who  now  administer  the 
rates  could  be  made.  He  did  not  disguise  the  importance  of 
the  question  of  the  division  of  the  rates  between  owners  and 
occuj^iers.  Sir  M.  Lopes  opposed  the  division  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  weaken  tneir  forces.  At  present  the  occupiers 
having  to  pay  the  rates,  the  subject  engaged  their  attention ; 
but  Sir  Massey  feared  if  the  government  divided  the  rate  be- 
tween the  owners  and  occupires,  the  interest  taken  by  the  oc- 
cupiers would  not  be  so  great  as  at  present.  The  result  of  a 
difision  would,  however,  be  to  maJce  the  owner  conscious 
of  the  burden  he  bears,  and  at  present  they  had  very 
little  support  from  the  owners.  The  evidence  substan- 
tiated this  fact,  that  the  larger  part  of  this  burden 
was  borne  by  the  owners  themselves,  and  it  was  only  in 
certain  parts  that  it  pressed  on  the  occupiers.  The  division  of 
the  rates  would  relieve  the  tenant  wherever  the  burden  fell 
directlv  on  him  by,  before  the  renewal  of  the  lease,  imposing 
half  the  burden  on  the  landlord.  He  did  not  disraise  that 
some  advantages  would  follow  to  the  tenant,  but  alter  all  di- 
vision between  the  parties  who  now  paid  was  not  the  main 
question ;  it  was,  who  shouldpay  and  what  burdens  should 
fall  on  the  collective  rate  P  Tne  poor-rate  amounted  fo  half 
the  total  local  taxation— seven  millions  out  of  fourteen,  and 
he  did  not  see  how  they  could  alter  the  poor-rate  by  division 
unless  they  entirely  altered  the  poor-law  and  did  away  with 
the  principle  on  which  the  poor-law  is  carried  out.  They 
must  do  away  with  the  guardians'  system  and  appoint  a  to- 
tally different  class  to  carry  out  the  law.  This  he  did  not 
think  would  be  wise,  for  the  occupiers  were  interested  in 
keeping  down  the  rates ;  and  they  knew  that  before  the  crea- 
tion 01  the  Boards  of  Guardians,  through  a  false  humanity,  the 
rates  got  to  be  a  pound  in  the  pound^  and  even  more  (it  was 
80  in  his  parish),  and  the  value  of  the  occupations  was  thus 
swamped.    Did  they  want  to  ^  back  to  thatP    On  those 

rnds  he  had  the  strongest  objection  to  any  mere  division  of 
burden  of  the  poor-rate  unless  they  were  prepared  to 
grapple  the  lar^  question  that  lay  behind.  In  the  report,  the 
adoption  of  which  he  moved,  they  were  invited  to  take  some 
steps  to  carry  on  the  agitation  which  had  existed  for  two 
years.  He  knew  some  would  say,  "  What  action  willyou 
take  P  At  present  tliere  has  been  nothiiur  but  talking."  Well, 
no  man  had  a  greater  objection  to  talk  than  he  if  it  ended 
there :  and  he  said  let  them  go  Into  action  at  once.  He  ad« 
mitted  that  th^  had  at  present  confined  themselves  very  much 
to  talk,  but  the  ratepayers  held  it  in  their  hands  to  promote 
this  action.  They  it  was  who  were  guardians  or  sent  guar- 
dians to  represent  them,  and  these  guardians  it  was  who,  sub- 
ject^to  Government  inspection,  control,  and  suggestion,  deter- 
mined on  the  expenditure  of  the  poor-rates.  The  justices 
were  also  rating  authorities,  and  the  ratepayers  had  some  in- 
fluence with  them,  not,  perhaps,  what  they  would  have  if  there 
existed  county  financial  boaras,  but  still  they  could  exercise 
some  considerable  pressure  on  tiiem.  Why  had  not  that  in- 
fluence been  exercised P  He  must  blame  the  rate-payingbody 
for  supineness  on  that  point,  and  he  said  to  them,  *'T)onH 
allow  a  single  addition  to  oe  made  to  the  rates.  Oppose  them 
in  Parliament  and  out.  You  make  the  members  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  if  they  increase  your  rates  don't  give  them  your  votes." 
He  invited  them  to  join  in  this  agitation.  It  was  not  a  sham 
agitation.  If  the  object  were  merely  to  put  money  into  the 
pockets  of  secretaries  and  officers,  or  to  return  members  to 
Parliament  he  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  He  was 
oonvinoed  it  was  founded  upon  a  sound  basis,  and  he  felt  he 
could  ask  them  in  all  honest  sincerity  to  take  part  in  the 


task(BOTUuse), 
was  carried. 


Mr. 


EvxBETT  seconded   the  motion,  which   was 


Ix>rd  Mahon,  M.P^  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following 
reBolutions  reoommeaded  by  the  committee  of  the  CentnU 
Chamber: 

X.  That  this  meeting  protesto  against  the  present  ni^ait 


exemption  of  income  derived  from  personal  property  fit: 
contributing  towaids  the  various  olQects  for  which  fniidi  ir 
now  raised  oy  local  rates,  and  is  of  opinion  that  this  grJerus 
affects  owners  and  occupiers  of  honse  property  in  tonu  ^iLit 
as  much  as  the  landed  mterest,  and  tnerefore  that  bol  k. 
scriptions  of  property  an  equally  interested  in  the  remonl  d 
this  anomaly. 

2.  That  the  proposal  to  divide  the  payment  of  rates  Ixtven 
owners  and  occupiers  does  not  afford  any  eflideDt  rdirf  c* 
remedy  for  the  grievance  complained  of  m  the  unequil  ::l- 
deuce  of  local  taxation :  and  that  no  settlement  of  the  qaes: :: 
can  be  accepted  as  final  or  satisfiustory  which  is  not  preoeiei 
by  a  thorough  inquiry  to  determine  whether  the  olqees  eg* 
locally  provided  for  are  of  local  or  national  oUigatioa. 

S.  That  until  the  question  of  local  taxation  reform  bu  bee 
satisfiictonly  dealt  with  this  meeting  pledges  itself  to  opp-* 
most  strenuously  the  imposition  en  any  fresh  rata  oi  '^ 
present  uigust  basis,  for  such  purposes  as  national  eleica:in 
education,  expenses  of  election,  turnpike  roads,  emigntia,  I.- 
Mr. CiuiUiSS  HiWAfiD  seoondeii  the  resolatioBj,  vL. 
were  carried. 

The  Pjlxsidxnt  said  he  was  in  favour  of  loesl  ffmnaoL 
for  he  had  seen  that  when  the  interest  in  beal  maugece* 
was  removed  the  rates  increased.  This  was  Uie  caie  flsi^: 
the  Union  Chargeability  Act,  for  he  had  been  toktk:^ 
some  instances  the  rates  had  almoft  douhled,  and  that  itm. 
that  centralization  of  management  even  to  that  extent  acstt^ 
a  great  increase  of  expenditure.  Nevertheless,  thej  nigb:  ^ 
their  local  government  at  too  great  a  price,  and  thej  aitji  t ' 
stick  to  it  at  any  expense.  The  select  committee  of  l^t  Si*- 
sion  were  very  useful,  but  to  his  mind  their  prooeediass  ■!- 
been  rather  like  hunting  without  the  fox.  Th^  hid  \  ^. 
good  pack  of  hounds  with  huntsmtan  and  hones,  net  ^  W 
not  the  essential  part.  In  this  matter  the  easeatiil  ptn  tu 
to  be  found  in  the  question  **  What  part  of  these  ck]A 
ought  to  come  upon  us  as  purely  local  burdens,  and  osgbt  •« '? 
bear  all  these  other  burdens  P"  When  that  question  bad  )r: 
settled  it  would  be  well  to  go  into  details,  and  wttle  ^^^ 
the  rates  should  be  consolidated,  whether  a  new  lyiteiB  ^  L" 
sessment  should  be  adopted,  and  many  other  qaestiw.  H( 
was  quite  ready  to  admit  the  advantages  of  a  diviaoBofu 
rates  between  owner  and  ocoi^ier,  out  in  this  isMi&ee  r 
seemed  to  him  rather  robbing  Peter  to  pay  FanL  Tbe  a::) 
burden  the  tenant  had  to  beu  waa  the  rates  imposed  dsnif  j 
his  tenancy,  but  on  the  other  hud  the  burden  ciBe«''< 
landlord  too.  Some  time  ago  a  farm  in  Esses  vai  loU  Ui' 
was  valued  at  £199  Is.  a-year,  and  the  rates  then  awct^  | 
to  £47  Os.  6d.,  leaving  the  rent  £152  Os.  6i  Tesnu 
after  the  farm  was  again  sold,  and  then  the  nies  bid  > 
creased,  so  that  the  farm  was  not  worth  so  mueb.  \ksf»* 
in  rates,  therefore,  cut  both  ways.  Another  ressoo  igto^ 
division  was  that  there  was  a  grwt  advantsge  ia  tfaeocespiea 
managing  the  expenditure,  for  they  were  geasrally  res^^ 
and  were  more  intimately  acquainted  with  the  vinti  oMX 

Eirish  than  the  owner,  who  could  not  live  in  eraj  p«» 
e  had  tried  to  get  a  return  showing  the  eomnantin  vsff^ 
of  rates  in  1843  and  in  1868  in  hia  own  neighboBzfaood,t««* 
whether,  as  waa  sometimes  said,  the  value  of  the  land  bae  i^ 
creased  in  the  same  ratio  as  the  rates.  He  had  bees  cu.  j 
to  obtain  a  complete  return,  but  would  quots  tbe  panu  -^ 
Thwaite.  It  contained  832  acres.  In  ISiSthepropeiyt^- 
was  £1.361,  and  in  1868  it  waa  £1,467— an  ineiesKOt  ,f 
cent  In  1843  the  gross  estimated  value  was  £1M>^^ 
1868  it  was  £1,468.  The  poor  rate  levied  in  1M3  vsi  tt- 
and  in  1868  it  waa  £169«  so  that  whilst  the  valos  of  the  !»• 
perty  had  increased  7  per  cent  the  rates  had  riiengeu^' 

Krcent  In  the  parish  of  Eye  it  was  differeBt,tken» 
ring  decreased  somewhat,  that  bong  a  huge  psrub  u^^ 
Union  Chargeability  Act  having  relieved  the  latei  w^^; 
On  the  whoto,  he  believed  the  rates  to  have  iaoesied  f^ 
to  40  per  cent.,  whilst  the  valoe  of  propsffykMiBfl^^- 
firam  dtolOper  cent.  They  must  not  ftngst  tiot ef °^ 
Tompikee  Act  of  last  year  £182,000  ««  thion  « 
the  rates,  and  though  that  might  seeD  a  bbsU  i» 
compared  with  the  whole  amount  of  k»eal  tax>^ 
these  additional  burdens  in  the  aggregate  smoaaM  oj 
serious  sum,  and  the  more  there  was  sdded  to  tbriv 
the  more  difficult  it  would  be  to  get  their  ^^ 

kdged.  There£mthefshouUlafltproBp4r*»i!;%*^^ 
he  moved  that  a  committee  be  appmted  tobe  esDed  tbe  I^"" 
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oeal  Taxatioii  ComniittM,  by  wkom  all  special  bosmen  con- 
wted  with  th«  anettioa  thall  b«  tranaaeted,  sabseriptions  ool- 
eted  and  applied  to  local  and  general  purposes  ooimeoted  with 
IS  agitation,  and  that  the  oonndl  be  such  committee.  Before 
a  sat  down  he  oonld  not  but  thank  Mr.  Everett  for  the  hand' 
ime  terms  in  which  he  had  spoken  of  him  and  the  kind  manner 
I  which  thoae  remarks  had  been  reoeiTed.  He  regretted  mneh 
lat  the  tie  whioh  eadated  between  him  and  the  eastern  dirision 
t  the  coooty  aa  their  lepresentatiTe  had  been  aerered,  bat  un- 


happily it  was  so.  All  he  could  say  was  that  his  home  was  in 
Suffolk,  his  interests  were  Suffolk,  his  best  friends  lived  in 
Suffolk,  and  every  tie  that  could  connect  a  man  with  any  parti- 
cdar  locality  bound  him  to  that  county,  and  he  need  hardly  tell 
them  ^t  he  would  always  be  ready  to  advance  the  interests  of 
the  county  though  he  vras  no  longer  their  member. 

Mr.  CoRSAivcB  seconded  the  motion,  and  added  an  in- 
struction to  the  committee  to  memorialixe  and  communicate 
with  bodies  having  the  management  of  local  taxation. 


FABM    INSURANCE. 


In  July  last  a  eorreapondent  of  The  Mark  Lane  ExpreM 
'  thought  it  right  that  the  attention  of  farmers  should  be 
ailed  to  the  sudden  changes  made  by  the  Insurance  Offices 
n  the  mode  of  insuring  farming  stock  and  produce." 
I.  C.  C.  in  his  letter  went  on  to  say  that  the  "  average 
IsQse  policy'*  principle  was  about  to  be  introduced,  which 
ras  thus  explained  in  the  circular  he  had  received :  "  If 
he  sum  insured  on  agricultural  produce  and  forming  stock 
«  (say)  £600,  and  the  value  of  the  property  at  the  break- 
Dg  out  of  the  fire  be  not  more  than  £800,  the  whole 
mount  of  any  loss  np  to  £600  will,  as  heretofore,  be  pay- 
ble.  But,  i  the  value  of  the  property  be  more  than 
;S0O,  then  only  such  a  proportion  of  any  loss  will  be  paid 
ly  the  office  as  the  sum  insured  bears  to  the  value  of  the 
iroperty,  i.  e.,  if  the  property  be  worth  £1,000,  then 
•nly  600-1000,  or  three-fifths  of  any  loss  will  be  paid ;  if 
he  value  of  the  property  be  £1,200,  then  only  600-1200, 
ir  one-half  any  loss  will  be  paid,  and  similarly  in  any 
ither  caae  where  the  sum  insured  is  less  than  three-fonrths 
(f  the  value  of  the  property."  Our  correspondent  asked, 
ipon  this,  whether  it  would  be  fair  to  apply  such  a 
ystem  for  mercantile  insurances  to  farming  stock, 
A  the  changeable  value  of  the  stock  must  require 
.  constant  alteration  of  the  policies,  of  which  he  proceeded 
0  give  certain  illnstrationa  in  the  different  prices 
»f  hay  and  com  at  different  periods,  while  he  added,  as 
'a  well-known  &et,  that  for  eight  or  nine  months  of  the 
"ear  the  farmer  rather  over  insures  than  not."  He  argued 
aither  that  the  offices  should  not  have  combined  as  they 
lad  done  "  withont  consnlting  their  customers  or  obtain- 
Qg  any  information  or  suggestions  from  them." 

If  H.  C.  C.  might  be  assumed  to  speak  on  behalf  of  the 
umers,  Cobrxctob,  who  answered  him  through  our 
olnmnsin  the  course  of  the  next  number  or  so,  should  as 
ertainly  be  representing  the  offices.  This  gentleman 
udntained  how  that,  "  After  all  there  is  little  new  in  the 
egolation  complained  of,  but  it  clearly  shows  the  insured 
rhat  he  has  to  depend  on.  For  many  years  the  first 
uestion  put  to  a  farmer  has  been  whether  the  sum  he 
roposes  to  insure  is  at  least  equal  to  two-thirds  of  the 
alue  of  all  the  property  immediately  after  harvest,  and  if 
le  has  not  distinctly  answered  in  the  affirmative  his  pro- 
posal has  been  decluied.  Now,  the  law  is  that  anv  con- 
ract  founded  on  a  misstatement  is  invalid,  and  if  the  In- 
urance  Companies  had  been  strict  they  would  have  dis- 
ppointed  many  who  have  made  claims  upon  them ;  but 
nore  than  this,  as  a  caution  to  the  insured,  a  clause  to  that 
ffect  appears  on  every  policy,"  The  concluding  paragraph 
f  this  second  letter  on  the  subject  waa  still  more  emphatic 
i  its  tone,  aa  foreshadowingsomestill  further  consequences : 
'  For  years  farming  stooc  insurances  have  becoi  so  un- 
iTofitable  that  offices  have  declined  to  accept  proposals 
rem  those  who  have  not  insured  other  property  with 
hem«  It  is  hoped  that  the  rule  now  to  be  enforced  will 
ender  an  increase  of  rate  onnecessaiy ;  but  if  the  fanners 
rill  not  exercise  more  oue  when  thrashing  by  steam,  will 
vt  their  ricb  10  doie  to  each  otte  tiuit>  at  in  a  recent 


case,  twenty-seven  can  be  destroyed  bv  a  single  fire,  and 
do  not  check  the  use  of  tobacco  and  lucifer  matches,  an 
increase  of  rate  will  be  unavoidable."  -, 

We  have  quoted  thus  much  from  our  own  columns 
of  some  three  months  since,  because  this  embodies 
the  points  of  the  very  useful  inquiry  which  has  just  taken 
place  in  Norfolk.  On  the  face  of  it  the  offices  have  clearly 
something  of  a  case.  Mr.  Bignold  says  at  Norwich,  as 
CosEECTOB  said  in  his  letter,  that  farming  stock  does 
not  pay,  and  that  on  such  insurance  "  there  had  for  the 
hist  five  years  been  a  positive  loss  throughout  the  whole 
country."  Now  as  a  matter  of  business,  as  a  commercial 
transaction,  it  is  very  evident  that  such  a  state  of  things 
could  not  go  on.  The  more  custom  the  agents  obtained 
in  this  way  the  more  certainly  would  the  Companies  go  to 
the  bad.  The  very  naturid  solution  of  the  difficulty 
would  seem  to  be  that  the  rates  should  be  raised,  though 
on  closer  examination  any  such  step  is  scarcely  required, 
at  least  for  the  present.  As  a  rule  it  is  maintained  that 
the  farmers  do  not  insure  their  property  to  a  sufficient 
extent ;  in  a  word,  as  a  class  they  under-insure,  whereas 
the  effc^ct  of  this  new  regulation  would  be  that  they  must 
as  habitually  or^r-insure.  The  produce  that  they  care 
chiefly  to  guard  against  risk  is  for  often  a  comparatively 
brief  period  in  their  yards  and  bams,  and  then  carried  on 
to  their  credit  in  the  bankers'  book.  And  yet,  according 
to  the  action  of  the  average  clanse  a  man  should  be  in- 
suring his  hay-ricks  and  wheat-stacks  all  the  year  round. 
Does  8  merchant  pay  the  full  premium  on  a  vessel  lying 
idle  in  dock  precisdy  in  the  same  degree  as  if  she  had  her 
cargo  aboard  and  were  outward  bound  ?  And  yet  in  the 
case  before  us  it  looks  very  much  like  ordering  a  man  to 

?ay  a  full  premium  on  empty  bays  and  skeleton  staddles. 
f  this  principle  is  to  prevail  it  would  the  rather  be  only 
fair  that  the  farmer  should  be  continually  striking 
his  average,  or,  if  that  would  be  vexatious  and  imprac- 
tical, that  he  should  make  an  estimate  on  the  whole  year's 
risk  and  not  on  the  actual  risk  of  property  at  one  parti- 
cular period.  As  Mr.  Brown,  of  Marham,  so  well  pot  it 
in  his  speech  at  Nonrich :  *'  I  say  that  in  the  case  which 
I  have  assumed  an  insurance  of  £2,000  is  ample.  And  I 
wiU  tell  you  why.  I  have  shown  that  the  risk  of  fire  at 
the  time  of  insurance  only  amounts  to  £5,000 ;  before 
Christmas  that  risk  will  be  reduced  at  least  one-third, 
say  to  £8,000 ;  by  Lady-day  it  will  be  reduced  three- 
fourths,  say  to  £1,000 ;  and  by  the  1st  of  June,  just 
before  the  hay  crop  is  secured,  it  will  probably  be 
reduced  to  £500.  Therefore,  an  insurance  of  £2,000 
would  represent  more  than  the  average  risk,  and  yet  we 
are  informed  that  to  entitle  such  an  insured  person  to 
recover  the  full  amount  of  any  loss  he  may  sustain 
by  fire  he  must  insure  for  £6,000."  Still,  against  all 
this  there  is  the  ugly  &ct  that  the  insurance 
of  fi&rm  stock  does  not  pay,  though  it  may  be  as  well  to 
keep  as  closely  as  we  can  to  the  case  before  us.  Mr. 
Sewell  Read  then  aays  on  the  contrary  that  it  does  pay. 
"  I  make  this  challenge  to  Captain  Bignold— and  I  have 
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pretty  good  authority  for  it— Jire  imuratice  oa  /arm 
produce  in  Norfolk  does  pay."  And  Captain  Bignold 
comes  to  admit  as  mach,  while  it  appears  that  hia  Com- 
pany has  been  drawn  into  the  new  regulation  by  the  other 
offices ;  and  H.  C.  C.  in  another  letter,  which  we  gire 
in  to-day's  |«per,  "  fears  that  the  united  and  combined 
insurance  offices  will  care  but  little  for  reasons  or  argu- 
ments.   They  have  the  power,  and  will  use  it." 

The  farmers  then  will  simply  have  to  grin  and  bear  it. 
They  can  only,  as  they  said  at  Norwich  on  Saturday  week, 
*'  rqpret  that  the  Norwich  Union  Office  directors,  after  con- 
sideration of  the  question  and  conference  with  the  commit- 
tee, have  determined  to  adhere  to  the  average  clause,  which 
this  Chamber  considers  unfair  to  the  agricdturists  of  Nor- 
folk." But  this  is  not  altogether  the  impotent  conclusion 
arrived  at.  The  story  does  not  after  all  end  here.  In  a  letter 
which  Mr.  Brown  has  addressed  to  his  brother-farmers — 
that  we  give  amongst  other  correspondence  on  the  sub- 
ject— he  says  an  extraordinary  general  meeting  of  the 
King's  Lynn  Insurance  Society  is  about  to  be  called  with 
the  object  of  changing  the  name  and  character  of  the 
Company,  and  that  he  himself  and  Mr.  Sewell  Read  have 
already  effected  insurances  in  that  office  without  the 
average  clause.  Surely  this  is  a  very  legitimate  and 
encouraging  proceeding.  Where  the  insurance  of  &rm 
produce  does  not  pay,  the  fiumers  may  have  to  submit, 
willy  nilly,  to  these  new  regulations ;  but  where  it  is 
admitted  that  it  does,  they  should  sui«ly  have  been  con- 
sulted rather  than  have  been  handed  over  so  cavalierly  at 
the  bidding  of  those  with  whom  they  have  no  concern. 


INSURANCES  ON  FARMING  STOCK. 

TO  THE  EDITOR  07  THE  MARK  LAME  EXPRESS. 

Sir, — I  was  pleased  to  read  the  report  of  the  meeting 
of  the  Norwich  Chamber  of  Agriculture,  in  your  Paper  of 
the  Srd,  on  the  Insurances  of  Farming  Stock  and  Pro- 
duce. The  opinions  I  ventured  to  offer  in  your  Journal  in 
July  last  were  at  Norwich  more  forcibly  and  clearly  ex- 
pressed, and  I  for  one  am  thankful  to  the  chairman  and 
his  fellow  members  for  their  exertions  to  obtain  redress ; 
but'I  fear  that  the  united  and  combined  Insurance  Offices 
will  care  but  little  for  reasons  or  arguments :  they  have 
power,  and  will  use  it. 

Allow  me  to  give  another  instance  of  the  working  of 
their  tariffs  :  We  all  know  that  a  travelling  steam  thrash- 
ing machine  may  work  in  a  rick-yard  filled  with  stacks  of 
all  kind,  for  days  together,  and  no  extra  rate  or  premium 
is  required ;  but  if  that  same  engine  be  taken  outside  a 
massive  stone-built  toaier  mill,  and  be  used  by  means  of 
a  band  to  assist  in  grinding,  in  time  of  drought,  the  rate 
of  premium  will  be  at  once  raised  from  48.  or  Ss.  per  cent, 
to  188.  or  20s.  per  cent.  I  am  aware  that  in  large  towns 
and  ports  the  mills  are  chiefly  worked  by  steam  power, 
and  that  some  of  the  operations,  such  as  shelling,  &c., 
are  haxardous,  and  need  a  high  preminm  to  protect  the 
offices  from  the  increased  risk ;  but  I  really  cannot  see 
the  justice  of  charging  the  poor  little  country  water  mill, 
occasionally  using  a  travelling  steam  engine,  at  the  same 
rate  as  the  extensive  building  where  steam  is  constantly 
employed  and  hazardous  processes  carried  on.  Perhaps 
your  correspondent  "  Corrector,"  will  kindly  explain  this 
for  our  benefit.         I  am,  sir,  yours  very  obediently, 

H.  C.  C. 

[The  following  letter  has  been  forwarded  to  us  bv  Mr. 

Brown.] 

Brother  Farmbrs,— At  the  meeting  of  the  Norfolk 
Chamber  of  Agriculture,  on  Saturday  last,  I  should  much 


have  liked  to  have  proposed  a  resolution  to  the  follovm^ 
effect :  "  That  this  Chamber  recommends  the  fonsitiQi 
of  a  new  Insurance  Company."  I  was  prevented  doiii 
so,  because  I  had  been  informed  that  it  would  tab  it  lent 
six  months  to  establish  a  company.  As  time  would  k; 
permit  of  such  a  course  being  taken,  Mr.  C.  S.  BeidciJ 
I  decided  to  effect  an  insurance  with  the  King's  Ljk 
Insurance  Society ;  without  the  ayerage  dauie.  We  kre 
done  so — ^he  at  the  rate  of  5s.  per  cent.,  in  foar  Mpmte 
amounts — I,  at  6s.  per  cent.,  in  one  amount. 

I  am  authorized  to  state  that  an  extraordinsry  gcBOil 
meeting  of  the  shareholders  of  the  King's  Lysn  Iubt- 
ance  Society  will  be  at  once  called  for  the  pnipoR  ^ 
changing  the  name  of  the  Company  to  a  more  gcunl 
name,  to  open  an  office  in  Norwich,  largely  to  iaaoK 
the  capital,  that  a  fair  proportion  of  practical  fanoos 
shall  form  part  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  thit  the 
rates  of  premium  will  vary  according  to  the  hik ;  i: 
fine  I  am  justified  in  believing  that  such  altentioas  «il 
be  made  in  the  constitution  of  the  Company  ihit  it  viC 
command  the  confidence  of  farmers  as  wdl  is  of  the 
public  generallv. 

I  can  only  plead  the  uraency  of  the  ease  as  my  excec 
for  thus  addressing  you.  I  do  not  presume  to  rauaid 
you  ;  but,  as  I  was  unable  to  pronose  the  fonnatioo  of  i 
new  Insurance  Company,  I  thought  it  right  to  inforafst 
of  the  course  which  Mr.  C.  S.  Read,  I,  and  others  kit 
adopted.        With  the  utmost  respect, 

I  am.  Brother  Eaimers, 
Faithfldly  yoon, 

Marham,  Doumham  Market,  T.  Biow5. 

6M  Oct.,  1870. 


TO  THE  EDITOR  07  THE    MARK  LAXE  EXFBXSS. 

Sir, — About  five  years  since,  nearly  all  the  principii 
offices  in  London,  and  country  too,  bound  themiBlrn  ts 
charge  for  all  insurances  at  one  nniform  rate  of  premha, 
without  noticing  any  special  hazard  or  risk  or  Uiie  ibioct 
of  it.  These  offices  fixed  a  "tariff  "or  scale  of  duiso,  ^ 
they  are  called  "  tariff  offices."  By  this  the  risk  oo  ff* 
buildings,  even  when  of  brick,  tiled,  stone,  or  sUted,t.^ 
**  common  risk,"  was  raised  fiom  a  premiom  of  U  ^ 
per  cent,  to  3s.,  thatch  buildings  remaining,  as  bef<nt*| 
4s.  6d.  No  reason  waa  given  for  the  change  except  tb: 
farm  insurances  elid  not  pay.  It  may  fairly  be  asked  \sf 
it  is  that  such  splendid  dividends  are  paid  b;  tk« 
offices,  and  why  it  is  so  difficult  to  buy  shsiei  in  » f  ^ 
the  old  offices,  but  that  they  are  monopolies,  isd  w 
directors  disUke  to  be  disturbed  ?  I  think  it  is  not  ^ 
in  farming  stock  policies  to  make  those  in  qnict  distwti 
pay  so  much  as  those  where  discontent  exists  so  stnopf, 
and  stack  firing  is  Ui  prevalent,  I  have  been  as  ift^t 
for  twenty-five  years,  and  have  often  tried  to  lOin 
with  the  officers  on  these  things,  but  without  srail-  tkf 
have  the  power,  and  will  use  it.  Mr.  C.  S.  R»d''  '*' 
marks  were  very  sound  and  practical.  I  eackise  j»o » 
copy  of  the  new  rules,  and  also  of  the  list  of  qnestioss  t; 
be  answered  by  the  '*  Unforimiate  A^Bot"  astocbiivtff 
&c.  Yours  truly, 

Oct.  7.  A  CouNTiT  Acsn. 


HEXHAM   FABMEBS'    CLUB.-Salvcd«  Mfet^/' 
discussion :  Oct.  11,  Lime,  Mr.  W.  F.  Catchsttde,  F.C^ 


reo.  y,  me  imnortanoe   (WationaUyJ  of  w»P»!r?" 

Tenants  for  Unexhausted  ImprovementB,  PkofiBMor  W n^ 

Mar.  14,  On  Increasing  the  Aeilities  for  the  EMmib 


Increasing 

\, Bev.  Cauo» ^.....^  -. — ,  -r-     --  .  s 

in  its  Relation  to  Cropping,  Mr.  J.  J.HaiHhon.noB'-^^ 


Parmen*  Sons,  Bev.  Canon  I>wanu,^.A. ;  Apr.  H,  J«^ 
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THE    TRIALS    OF    DOUBLE-FURROW    PLOUGHS    AT    PETERBOROUGH. 


The  qaestion  of  double-furrow  ploughs  is  just  now 
ittncting  a  large  share  of  the  attention  of  the  agricnl- 
tnral  world,  and  several  Societies  are  instituting  trials, 
ud  offering  prises,  to  encourage  manufacturers  in  their 
efforts  to  work  out  the  problem.  The  subjects  is  not  a 
new  one,  as  the  idea  is  at  least  fifty  years  old.  We  may 
therefore  be  asked,  What  has  now  given  the  matter  such 
in  impetus  ?  The  answer  will  be  found  in  the  great  im- 
prorements  htelymade  in  these  ploughs ;  and  in  the  fact 
that  merit  is  sure  in  the  present  day  to  be  recognised  and 
brought  under  public  notice,  through  the  instrumentality 
)f  our  numerous  agricultural  Societies.  The  fact  that 
inch  firms  as  Messrs.  Ransomes  of  Ipswich,  Howard  of 
Bedford,  Fowler  of  Leeds,  and  other  leading  engineers 
ksre  taken  up  the  question,  is  a  sufBcient  guarantee  of  its 
practical  value ;  bat  there  are  certain  obvious  advantages 
Ji  the  system  of  double-furrow  ploughs  which  at  once 
itrike  the  most  casual  observer.  In  the  first  pUce  thero 
is  elourly  a  saving  in  manual  labour ;  one  man  alone 
reqoired  to  work  a  double-furrow  plough  is  doing  twice  the 
work  he  would  be  able  to  do  with  a  single  plough. 
V^ith  regard  to  horse-power  the  saving  is  not  so  striking ; 
nme  makers  state  that  there  is  a  saving  of  25  per  cent. 
a  dranght ;  others,  that  thero  is  none  at  all :  the  truth 
irobably  lies  between  these  two  statements  ;  but  it  is 
mportant  to  romember  that,  where  a  single-furrow 
)Ioagh  would  only  require,  say,  one-and-a-half  horse- 
wwer,  as  frequently  happens,  two  horses  must  be  used ; 
rhile  a  double-furrow  plough  would  be  worked  with  three 
lorses  and  doing  twice  the  work. 

The  system  which  appears  to  have  made  the  most  way 
i  that  known  as  "Pine's"  patent,  taken  out  about  four 
ears  since,  in  which  a  frume,  carrying  two  plough 
'odies,  is  suspended  on  three  wheels,  two  of  which  run 
Q  the  farrow,  thus  dispensing  with  both  soles  and  land 
ides,  friction  being  diminished  by  substituting  a  rolling 
w  a  sliding  motion.  It  has  no  handles,  but  relies  only 
n  the  steerage  arrangement  of  the  front  wheel  to  guide 

both  m  work  and  when  turning  at  the  ends.  Some  of 
be  more  recently-designed  ploughs  have  somewhat 
imilar  modes  of  effecting  these  objects,  while  retiining 
le  old-&shioned  handles;  as,  for  instance,  Messrs. 
toward,  which  has  the  power  of  steering  with  both  front 
wheels,  and  Messrs.  Ransomes,  that  has  a  very  clever 
ian  for  turning  at  tJie  ends,  and  raising  the  plough  dear 
r  the  ground  by  the  same  action. 

A  very  interesting  trial  of  double-furrow  and 
irn-wrest  ploughs  took  place  on  Tuesday  and  Wed- 
esday  last,  on  the  estate  of  the  Duke  of  Bed- 
•rd  at  Thomey,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Peterborough 
gricnltural  Society.  The  judges  were  Mr.  J.  Hemsley, 
'  Shelton,  Newark,  Notts ;  Mijor  Grantham,  of  East 
eal  Hall,  Spilsby ;  and  Mr.  Joseph  Martin,  of  Little- 
)rt,  £ly— eminently  practical  men;  and  the  dyna- 
ometer  teats  were  conducted  by  Mr.  Amos,  consulting 
igineer  to  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society,  every  care 
iiug  taken  to  arrive  at  reliable  data. 

The  prizes  to  be  competed  for  were  divided  into  two 
asses.  Class  I.  "  For  the  plough  which  shall  produce 
le  best  and  most  highly  finished  work ;  due  regard  being 
id  to  lightness  of  draught,  strength,  and  simplicity  of 
>nstruction." 

Class  II.  "  For  the  best  general  purpose  plough ;  due 
gard  being  had  to  lightness  of  draught,  ease,  and 
sonomy  of  management,  strength,  and  simplicity  of  con- 
ruction  • 


£20  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  judges,  to  be 
awarded  at  their  discretion,  in  the  two  classes.  The  sum 
of  £5  was  also  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  judges  for 
the  class  of  turn-wrest  ploughs. 

The  following  maken  competed — viz.,  G.  W.  Murray 
and  Co.,  Banff,  N.B. ;  W.  P.  Underbill,  Newport,  Salop ; 
John  Cooke  and  Co.,  Lincoln ;  Vicken,  Snowden,  and 
Morris,  Doncaster ;  John  Fowler  and  Co.,  Leeds ;  J.  and 
F.  Howard,  Bedford;  Thomas  Corbett,  Shrewsbury; 
Ransomes,  Sims,  and  Head,  Ipswich ;  Hunt  and  Pickering, 
Leicester. 

Messn.  G.  W.  Murray  and  Co. — The  double-furrow 
plough  of  this  firm  is  on  the  "  Pirie"  system,  with  various 
improvements  of  their  own.  It  consists  of  a  frame  hav- 
ing two  parallel  sides,  each  carrying  a  plough-body.  To 
alter  the  width  of  furrow  the  frame  is  expanded  or  con- 
tracted in  a  ready  manner,  without  affecting  its  rigidity. 
The  steering  is  done  by  means  of  a  lever  firom  the  front- 
wheel,  while  a  supplementary  lever,  peculiar  to  this  im- 
plement, givea  the  ploughman  the  power  of  regulating 
with  precision  the  depth  of  the  furrows,  and  of  lifting 
the  plough  over  obstructions.  The  depth  of  furrow  can 
be  changed  while  the  plough  is  in  motion,  by  means  of  a 
lever,  on  which  the  land-wheel  is  fixed.  Wedges 
have  been  substituted  for  screws  in  the  adjust- 
ment. Price  £11  lis.  This  implement  appeared 
well  constructed  and  simple.  It  did  very  good  work, 
and  was  worked  by  an  ordinary  farm-labourer. 
This  firm  also  exhibited,  at  work,  a  combination  of  a 
super  and  subsoil  ploush,  the  neculiarity  of  which 
consists  of  the  front  momd-board  being  removable,  and 
a  subsoil  body  fastened  in  its  place.  The  change  can  be 
made  in  a  few  minutes.  It  worked  very  satisfactorily, 
subsoiling  to  a  depth  of  12  inches,  and  turning  a  furrow 
6  inches  deep,  drawn  by  four  hones.  There  was  no 
prize  offered  for  this  class  of  implement,  but  its  merits 
were  evidently  recognized  by  large  numben  of  the  agri- 
culturists present. 

W.  P.  Underhill. — ^This  double-furrow  plough  is  of  a 
simple  construction,  in  which  no  special  arrangement  is 
made  for  steering.    Price  £6  10s. 

Messn.  J.  Cooke  and  Co.  competed  with  a  double- 
furrow  plough  of  the  simplest  possible  construction, 
having  a  beam  and  handles  of  wood,  and  using  soles  and 
land  sides ;  the  work  done  by  this  plough  was  very  good. 
Price  £7  lOs. 

Messn.  Vicken,  Snowden,  and  Morris. — This  plough 
is  also  of  simple  construction :  it  has  a  wheel  quite  in 
front  worked  by  a  lever,  conveniently  pkoed  to  enable 
the  ploughman  to  raise  the  plough  out  of  work.  Price 
£8  10. 

Messn.  John  Fowler  and  Co.— This  plough  is  on  the 
"  Pirie  "  system,  the  frame  is  triangular,  and  the  altera- 
tion of  the  width  of  furrow  is  made  by  sliding  the  hinder 
plough  body  backwards  or  forwards.  Mr.  T.  Perkins,  of 
Hitchin,  has  made  considerable  improvements  in  this 
plough,  greatly  adding  to  the  convenience  of  its  manage- 
ment, the  vdue  of  which  was  recognized  by  the  judges, 
who  awarded  a  Fowler  plough,  improved  by  Mr.  Perkins, 
the  second  prize  in  Class  II.  These  improvements  con- 
sist fintly,  in  so  coupling  the  front  and  hinder  wheels 
that,  when  steering,  they  turn  in  opposite  directions,  and 
so  that  the  two  ends  of  the  plough  swing  round 
as  on  a  centre  ;  secondly,  in  a  plan  for  locking 
and  unlocking  the  land  wheel,  so  that  when  at  work 
'  it  remains  ngidly  fixed  to  the  plough,  and  when  out 
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of  work  it  is  free  to  turn  as  a  castor,  and  lastly,  hj 
merelj  pulling  down  a  lerer,  both  sides  of  the  plough  are 
raised  clear  of  the  ground,  while  the  advantage  of  raising 
and  lowering  the  land-wheel  during  the  progress  of  the 
plough  is  still  retained.  This  implement  did  excellent 
work,  and  the  facility  with  which  it  was  managed  was 
remarkable.    Price,  with  all  improvements,  £11. 

Messrs.  J.  and  F.  Howard. — The  double-furrow  plough 
by  this  firm  is  an  exceedingly  well-made  implement. 
Besides  the  ordinary  plough-handles,  it  steers  by  the 
turning  of  the  two  front  wheels ;  the  land-wheel  can  be 
raised  and  lowered  to  change  the  depth  of  furrow,  or  lift 
the  implement  out  of  work  at  the  ends,  while  the  plough 
is  in  motion.  The  beams  which  carry  the  plough  bodies 
are  bound  together  by  riveted  cross-stays,  and  they 
expand,  to  change  the  width  of  furrow,  by  means  of  two 
slides  which  pass  through  them  ;  the  cross-stays  are 
fastened  by  clasps,  thus  the  bodies  must  always  keep  their 
relative  positions.  We  understand  that  this  mode  of  ex- 
panding the  frame  has  been  patented  by  Messrs.  Howard. 
The  standards  of  the  wheels  are  short,  and,  therefore,  not 
liable  to  be  strained.  The  friction  or  hinder-wheel  runs 
close  in  behind  the  rear  plough,  thus  shortening  the  dis- 
tance between  the  back  and  front  wheels,  and  allowing 
the  plough  to  get  into  its-  full  depth  immediately  it  is  set 
in.  This  plough  made  first-rate  work,  and  received  the 
first  prize  in  class  II.    Price  £10. 

Mr.  Thomas  Corbett. — A  simple  double-furrow  plough, 
having  a  means  of  depressing  the  hind  (or  friction)  wheel 
so  as  to  facilitate  turning.    Price  £6  17s.  6d. 

Messrs.  Kansomes,  Sims,  and  Head. — ^The  plough 
competed  with  by  this  firm  is  clever,  and  at  the  same 
time  simple  in  its  construction.  The  plough  bodies 
are  fixed  on  two  parallel  beams,  which  expand  to  adjust 
the  size  of  furrow,  by  means  of  screws  in  channel  iron 
guides ;  it  is  fitted  with  a  new  patent  lifting  apparatus 
which  throws  the  plough  out  of  work  instantly,  and  a 
wheel  in  the  centre  enables  the  plough  to  be  turned  in 
its  own  length,  which  is  only  10  feet,  as  on  a  pivot,  with 
very  little  help  from  the  ploughman ;  it  is  furnished  with 
handles  like  an  ordinary  plough,  and  is  very  easy  of  I 


management.  The  work  done  by  this  plotigh  wu  iQ  tbi 
could  be  desired;  it  was  awarded  the  first  priie  in  dial, 
Price  £9  ISs. 

Messrs.  Hunt  and  Pickering. — ^This  was  s  well-as& 
ordinary  donble»f^UTOW  plough  with  a  wooden  Icaa. 
Price  £6  lOs. 

Alter  a  severe  trial,  lasting  two  days,  psrtly  on  ckfe 
ley,  medium  soil,  and  partly  oat  stubble,  li]^t  nO,  tk 
prizes  were  awarded  as  follows  : 

Class  I. — £6  to  Messrs.  Bansomes,  Siau,  sad  Had; 
£8  to  Messrs.  J.  and  F.  Howard. 

Ckss  II.~£6  to  Messrs.  J.  and  F.  Howsid;  fita 
Messrs.  John  Fowler  and  Co.,  for  their  ploogh  vitb  hr- 
kin's  improvements ;  £2  to  Measra.  Bansomei,  SiiUi  vd 
Head. 

Messrs.  Howard  had  intended  to  compete  in  boik 
classes  with  the  same  plough,  but  this  the  eomnitta 
would  not  permit,  and  conseqnently  a  BiasDer  plou^ 
was  put  on  for  the  hi^y  finished  work.  Mr.  Am«R- 
corded  the  results  by  the  dynamometer  tests,  and  ta 
attempt  was  made  to  compare  the  drught  d  s 
single  with  that  of  a  double  firrow  ploogh,  kt  we 
doubt  whether  the  comparison  can  be  tmAsd 
entirely  satisfactory,  inaamnch  as  the  mn^t  plw^  m 
not  worked  with  a  friction  wheel,  but  with  sole  snd  lii^ 
side.  There  was  nothing  ealling  for  specisl  remui  is 
the  turn-wrest  ploughs,  in  which  dass  there  woe  oaif 
two  competitors,  via.,  Messrs.  Howard  and  Rsniome*- 
£8  being  awarded  to  Messrs.  Howard,  and  £3  to  Mean. 
Ransomes. 

Besides  the  competition  between  makers,  tlioe  V8« 
going  on  at  the  same  time  various  competitions  belvees 
ploughmen,  including  a  prize  for  "the  man  who sM 
plough  with  a  double-furrow  plough  and  three  hone 
abreast  one  acre  of  land  not  leas  than  five  inches  ^ 
setting  out  two  ridges  and  finishing  off  one  fnrrow."  T!u 
work  was  in  most  cases  admirably  done,  bntu  all  tk 
ploughs  in  this  competition  were  by  the  lame  note 
Messrs.  John  Fowler  and  Co.,  tiie  interest  wu  poR^f 
local. 


TESTIMONIAL  TO  MB.  ALLEN   BANSOME. 


Mr.  James  Allen  Ranaome,  the  senior  partner  of  the 
Orwell  Works,  having  this  summer  completed  hia  fiftieth  year 
of  connexion  with  the  works,  the  wish  was  expressed  by  some 
of  the  old  hands  that  it  would  be  a  gracefol  tribute  to  one 
who  has,  by  his  uniform  kindness  to  those  in  his  employ,  won 
their  respect  and  esteem,  if  a  suitable  testimonial  could  be 
presented  to  him  in  this  his  year  of  jubilee,  as  the  expression 
of  affectionate  regard  in  which  he  is  held  by  all.  Accord- 
ingly a  meeting  of  foremen  and  representatives  firom  the 
offices  was  held,  and  it  was  determined  that  a  voluntary  sub- 
scription should  be  raised  for  the  purpose  indicated.  That 
tlie  contributions  should  be  spontaneous  and  free :  a  box,  on 
the  principle  of  the  ballot,  was  placed  in  every  shop,  and  into 
these  tlie  men  could  put  whatever  contributions  they  pleased. 
The  result  was  that  70/.  was  thus  contributed,  and  with  this 
sum  has  been  purchased  a  testimonial,  which  took  the  shape 
of  a  very  handsome  timepiece  and  set  of  bronzes.  On  a  gold 
phite,  let  into  the  base,  is  the  inscription : 
Presented  to 
James  Allen  Eansome,  Esq., 
By  the  of&cers  and  workmen  of  the  Orwell  Works  and  Water- 
side Works,  on  the  completion  of  his  fiftieth  year  of  business 
connexion  with  these  establishments,  as  a  voluntary  tribute  of 
the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  subscribers. 

Ipswich,  September,  1870. 

Tbtt  feUoiiifig  lettw  M90Dp«&i«i  the  piemt^tioa ; 


OrweU  Woriu,  September  240,  im 
J.  Allen  BAnsome,  Esq. 
Dear  Sir,— On  behalf^?  all  those  empkved  at  the  (M 
and  Waterside  Iron  Works,  we  have  the  plHunrB  to  reqaefi 
your  acceptance  of  the  accompanying  timepieoessd  \Kmm,» 
a  mark  of  esteem  and  also  a  memento  of  the  eoapletua « 
your  fifty  years'  connection  with  the  works.  Bdierojf  tW 
the  value  of  the  gift  will  be  enhanced  in  yoor  estimitiaD  6j  t 
knowledge  of  the  mode  in  which  it  has  beeoproriH*^ 
enclose  a  copy  of  the  only  notice  that  was  iisaed  oi^ 
subject,  and  whioh  will  sufficiently  explain  itself.  Doobtka. 
had  we  adopted  any  means  of  sdlieiting  snbscriptknis,  or  era 
of  making  the  matter  more  generally  known,  tke  oinif 
would  have  been  of  greater  intrinsie  value,  but  tiis  olgeet  ra 
not  so  much  a  costly  gift  as  one  whidi  in  its  essestios  up 
be  pleasing  to  your  taste,  and  as  a  purely  fireewill  ei|rMSffl 
of  our  feeUngs  towards  you.  In  thus  conT€yin§[  to  ywg 
most  hearty  coneratulations  for  the  past,  we  desirs  to  opns 
our  hope  that  by  the  Dirine  blessing  you  may  be  iptrN  » 
many  years  to  enioy  your  important  poaitioa  of  ^'^J^^ 
in  the  two  establishments,  the  blessings  of  year  e»tw 
familv  drde,  the  respect  and  esteem  of  yoo  fWIow-teww^ 
and  the  lasting  regaid  of  all  the  ofieers  and  vorinntB  of  w 
two  firms,  On  behalf  of  the  eomniittee  and  sabieribci^ 
I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  nrj  n^m, 
(SigMd)       AKtHraT.Coil, 

8«gi«tiu7  tQ  ft«  XMtinmiii  Cow^ 
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3lr.  BuiMmfl  refcunud  the  followmg  nply : 

Th«  Old  Hooae,  Cur-street,  Ipswich, 
Sept  27, 1870. 
Dear  Arthnr  Cole,-*Oii  my  retam  from  the  seft-side  I 
find  joax  kind  address,  aoeompanied  hy  the  magnifleent  testi- 
monial, with  which  the  officers  a&d  wonmen  hare  been  pleased 
to  present  me  on  tiie  occasion  of  my  havinp^  completed  the 
ftftietii  year  in  connection  with  onr  establishment.  I  am 
deeply  touched  by  this  manifestation  of  the  kindly  feelings  of 
those  who  haTC  been  associated  with  you  in  arranging  this 
welcome  and  altogether  unanticipated  surprise,  and  greatly 
does  it  add  to  my  estimate  of  its  Valoe  to  feel  the  thonghtral 
and  kindly  consideratiou  that  has  dictated  the  mode  and 
manner  in  which  your  monifieent  gift  should  reach  my  hands, 
and  I  farnst  to  you  to  convey  to  your  associates  in  this  matter 
my  appredatiTe  acknowledgment.    Much  as  I  have  reason  to 


Talue  this  testimonial  for  its  intrinne  beau^  and  Talue,  you 
who  have  so  lon^  known  me  will  scarcely  need  the  assurance 
that  in  the  affectionate  regard  of  which  your  testimonial  is 
the  outward  symbol,  I  have  a  deeper  and  far  higher  gratifica- 
tion in  the  recognition  it  conTejrs  to  me  of  the  harmony  that 
has  hallowed  onr  mutual  reUttons  for  so  many  years,  and 
which  during  half-a-centnry  has  never  been  broken,  nor,  I 
believe,  even  disturbed.  I  am  sensible  that  this  acknowledg- 
ment is  but  a  very  feeble  expression  of  my  gratefhl  feeling  or 
of  my  personal  gratification,  but  I  trust  to  its  acceptance  by 
you  in  the  fhlness  of  the  spirit  of  mutual  regard. 

I  remain,  dear  Arthnr,  yours  very  sincerely, 

J.  AlL£N  RiLnSOlDS. 
To  A.  T.  Ck>le,  for  the  Officers  and  Workmen  of 
the  Old  Foundry  and  Water-aide  Iron  Works* 


BAKBWELL    FABMEBS'    CLUB. 


At  the  twenty-second  annual  exhibition  of  this  well  known 
Club  the  entries  were  more  numerous  than  in  previous  years, 
and  the  monetary  value  of  the  prises  having  been  increased  this 
season  was  doubtless  in  some  measure  the  cause  of  the  increased 
competition,  and  of  a  better  quality  of  animals  beiufc  exhibited. 
The  cattle  were  remsrkably  good,  especially  the  milking  cows. 
The  bull  exhibited  by  Mr.  Kirkham,  of  Stanedge  Grange,  and 
which  took  the  prize  for  the  best  animal  in  the  show,  was  a 
very  fine  one.  The  sheep  were  scarcely  up  to  last  yearns 
show,  dther  in  number  or  quality,  with  toe  exception  of  the 
nuns.  The  pigs  were  exceedingly  good,  especially  the  two 
prize  pigs.  The  sow  belonging  to  Mr.  Gregory,  of  Ashover, 
which  carried  off  the  first  prize  at  Derby  last  week,  failed  to 
obtain  a  prize,  and  was  only  highly  commended  I7  the  judges. 
The  show  of  horses  was  excellent,  and  as  is  usual  at  all 
agricultural  gatherings  drew  a  large  share  of  attention.  The 
show  of  cheese,  wool,  roots,  and  poultry  was  held  in  the 
Town  Hall.  The  show  of  implements  was  small,  there 
being  only  a  few  chaff-cutters,  jLuife-cleaners,  and  wringing 
and  mani^g  machines. 

PRIZE    LIST. 
JuPGSS.— Cattle  aud  Shxxp  :  Messrs.  Frank  Smith  and 

Maikery.    Hobses  :  Messrs.  Johnson  and  J.  Bland.    Fios, 

PovLTUT,  AND  RooTS :  Mr.  Faulkner.    Chxsse  :  Mr.  S. 

W.  Cox.    Butter:  Mr.  J.  BramwelL    Wool:  Messrs. 

J.  H.    Willey   and   Addy.     Genebal   Beyebee:   Mr. 

Faulkner. 

SHOBTHOKN  CATTLE. 

Bull,  two  years  old  and  upwards. — First  prize,  £4,  J.  Kirk- 
ham.  Staned^  Grange ;  second,  Hi,  T.  Eoe,  New  Inns ;  third, 
£1.  B.  Buxton,  Aldwsrk. 

Yearling  bull— Brst  prize,  £4,  E.  Blackwell,  Tansley; 
second,  £2,  J.  Brown,  Shatton;  third,  £1,  H.  Harrison, 
Edensor. 

Cow,  conbining  in  the  RTcatest  deinee  milking  and  graring 
properties.— First  prize,  £2,  J.  Kirkham,  Stanedge  Grange; 
second,  £1,  R.  Blackwell,  Tknsley ;  third,  10s.,  Robt.  Orme, 
BakewelL 

Fair  of  cows  (of  any  breed)  for  dairy  purposes,  each  hariuff 
had  a  calf  in  1870,  and  in  milk.— First  prize,  £3,  T.  WOd, 
Cold  Eaton ;  second,  £9,  J.  Kirkham ;  third,  £1,  G.  Gould, 
Pilsbury. 

Shorthomed  heifer,  three  years  old  and  under  four,  in  milk 
or  in  calf. — First  prize,  £d,  J.  Brown,  Shatton ;  second,  £1, 
T.  Wnton,  Heathoote ;  third,  10s.,  T.  Wilton. 

Fair  of  Shorthorn  heifers,  two  years  old  and  under  three,  in 
milk  or  in  calf. — ^First  prize,  £S,  F.  Parker,  Middleton; 
second,  £1,  F.  Parker ;  third,  10s.,  F.  Bramwell,  WindmilL 

Pair  of  Shorthorn  stirks,  one  year  old  and  under  two.— 
First  prize,  £1  10s.,  L.  and  G.  Famiss,  Birchill ;  second,  £1, 
J.  Anthony,  Bakewell ;  third,  10s.,  B.  Buxton,  Aldwark. 

Pair  of  store  bullocks,  one  year  old  and  under  two.— Dia- 
qualified. 

Shorthorn  bull-calf.  —  Prize,  £1,  T.  Swann,  Hargate 
Wall. 

Pair  of  Shorthorn  cow  oalves.— First  prilfl^  £1,  P«  Fvailiy 


Best  animal  in  the  vardw— Prize,  £3,  Mr.  Kirkham,  Stan* 
edee  Grange  (for  bull). 

Milk  cow,  shown  by  a  cottager  holding  not  more  than  six 
acres  of  land. — ^First  prize,  £1  10s.,  J.  Mellor,  Bakewell ; 
second,  10s.,  W.  Hallows,  Ashford. 

Four  milk  cows  out  of  one  dairy  exceeding  ten  cows.— 
First  prize,  £3,  J.  Kirkham ;  second,  £2,  R.  Gould,  Bank  Top, 
Hariington ;  third,  £1,  H.  Harrison,  Edensor. 

Two  milk  cows  out  of  one  dairy  not  exceeding  ten  cows.— 
First  prize,  £3,  W.  Hodkin,  Beeley ;  second,  £2,  G.  Haddock, 
BakeweU ;  third,  £1,  W.  Hodkin. 

Fat  beast.— First  prize,  £2,  J.  Evans,  Alport ;  second,  £1, 
S.  Gfindey,  Friden  Fftrm. 

SHEEP. 

Long-woolled  ram  of  any  age.— First  prize,  £3,  R.  John- 
son. Kirk  Ireton ;  second,  £2,  R.  Johnson ;  third,  £1,  R. 
Thomhill,  Longstone. 

Shearling  lon^c-woolled  ram. — ^First  prize,  £3,  R.  Lee, 
Kniveton ;  second,  £2,  R.  Lee ;  third,  £1,  C.  Mellor,  Atlow. 

Pen  of  five  lonir-woolled  ewes,  which  have  reared  lambs  in 
the  spring  of  1870.— First  prize,  £2,  L.  and  G.  Fumiss; 
second,  £1,  R.  Johnson ;  third,  10s.,  W.  Greaves,  BakeweU. 

Pen  of  five  loufr-woolled  theaves. — ^First  prize,  £2,  R.  Johu" 
son  ;  second,  £1,  L.  and  G.  Fumiss ;  third,  10s.,  W.  Greaves. 

Pen  of  five  &t  shearling  wethers. — ^Prize,  £2,  W.  Greaves. 

Pen  of  five  long-woolled  ewe  lambs. — ^First  prize,  £1,  L. 
and  G.  Fumiss ;  second,  10s.,  W.  Baxton,  Bakewell ;  third, 
W.  Greaves. 

Pen  of  five  long-woolled  wether  lambs.— Prize,  £1,  W. 
Greaves, 

PIGS. 

Boar  of  any  agc^First  prize,  £1  10s.,  C.  B.  Speight, 
Milhouses;  second,  £1,  J.  B.  Gregory,  Ashover.  Com« 
mended :  E.  Frith,  Calton  House. 

Sow  of  any  age,  in  milk  or  in  pig. — ^First  prize,  £1  10s., 
B.  Hardy,  Ashbome ;  second,  £1,  R.  W.  M.  Nesfield  ;  third. 
10s.,  F.  Potter,  Harthill  Moor.  Highly  commended :  J.  B. 
Grejarory ;  M.  Walker,  Anslow. 

Pig,  shown  by  a  cottager  holding  not  more  than  six  acres 
of  land.— First  prize,  £1 10s.,  T.  Noton,  Bakewell;  second, 
10s.,  L.  Mountney,  BakeweU.  Extra  pig.— Highly  com- 
mended, -  Tomlinson,  Badow. 

HORSES. 

Brood  mare  and  foal  of  the  draught  kind.-»First  prize,  £3, 
T.  Travis,  Postern  Lodge :  second,  £2,  B.  Swaffldd,  Pilsbury 
Grange. 

Two-year-old  gelding  or  filly  of  the  draught  kind.— Prize, 
£2,  Q.  Feara  Baslow. 

Tearlinff  colt  or  filly  of  the  draught  kind.— First  prize,  £2, 
S.  WUcockson,  Brampton;  second,  G.  Gould,  PUsbury. 

Brood  mare  and  foal,  best  fitted  for  breeding  hunters  and 
hacks,  but  not  thoroughbred.— First  prize,  £2,  B.  Swaffidd ; 
second,  £1,  R^Oook,  Hathersage. 

Two-year-old  colt  or  fiUy  not  thoroughbred.— First  prize, 
£2,  W.  Hodkin,  Bedey ;  second,  £1,  T.  Higgott. 

WUfig  colt  OK  %  BOt  thoiou|libxfd.w21nt  yriie.  <9| 
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S.  Waooduon,  Brampton ;  second,  JBl,  T.  W.  Wager,  Glul- 
ton  Grange. 

Pony  or  cob  not  eicecding  15  kandii. — First  prise,  £2,  J. 
Svaine,  Bakewell ;  second,  £1,  B.  Buiton,  Aldwark.  Uiglily 
commended :  J.  0.  Openshaw,  Bakewell. 

Pony  not  exceeding  13  hands. — First  prize,  £2,  T.  B. 
Twigg,  Parwich ;  second,  £1,  J.  Potter,  Middleton.  Highly 
commended :  J.  Gihbs,  Middleton. 

Pair  of  plooffh  horses  or  mares. — ^First  prise,  £1  lOs.,  £. 
Garton,  Lnmsdale;  second,  168.,  J,  Archer,  Meadow-place. 
Highly  commended :  F.  Potter,  Harthill  Moor ;  commended, 
£.  Garton. 

Hunter,  to  be  tested  by  leaping  over  hardies. — First  prize, 
£3,  A.  C.  Hnbberst?,  Brackenfield ;  second,  £2,  F.  Gisbome, 
Bakewdd ;  third,  £1  and  commended,  W.  GreaTes,  Bakewell. 

Honting  colt  or  filly,  four  years  old. — Prise,  £2,  W. 
Greates. 

CHEESE  AND  BUTTER. 

Six  cheeses,  the  prodace  of  the  farm  of  the  exhibitor,  not 
to  be  tested  in  any  way  previous  to  the  exhibition.— First 


prize,  £3  8s.,  M.  Nail,  Flagg ;  second,  £2  2s.,  F.  Por<' 
Harthill  Moor;  third,  £1  Is.,  L.  and  G.  Forai^,  Bin^ 
Farm.    Highly  Commended :  G.  Banks,  UartingtoD.  lo 
'  mended :  J.  Melland,  Snitterton  Uall. 

Sample  of  unooloured  butter. — ^First  prize,  il,  &.  Isi 
second,  J.  Hodgkiason,  Haddon  Grove ;  third,  Y.  Yaut 
HarthUl  Moor ;  fourth,  and  extra  prixe,  W.  Hodkis,  Bee>; 
TURNIPS. 
;      Eight  swede  turnips. — First  prise,  10s.,  M.  Nail,  Tiis: 
'  second,  Ss.,  J.  Archer,  Meadow-place. 
i      Eight  common  turnips. — ^First  prise,  10s.,  Lirge  Mo>iri:»T. 
I  Bakewell ;  second,  5s.,  and  hignly  commended :  J.  Amer, 
I  Meadow-place. 

Six  cow  cabbages.— First  prise,   10s.,  F.  Potter,  Evl. 
Moor;  second,  6s.,  W.  Gardom,  Bakewell. 
WOOL. 
Fire  fleeces  of  hogg  wool.— Firrtpiixe,  £1  Is.,  L  uib 
Famis,  Birchill ;  second,  10s.  6d.,  W.  Greaves,  BsbveH 

Five  fleeces  of  ewe  wool. — ^First  pnae,  £1  li.,  L  idG 
Fnmisa,  Birchill;  second.  10s.  6d.,  W.  Greaves,  BskrvtlL 


BEDFORDSHIRE    AGRICULTURAL    SOCIETY. 
MEETING  AT  BIGGLESWADE. 


The  old  Bedfordshire  Society  has  seldom  enjoyed  a 
more  hearty  welcome  than  that  it  receiyed  at  Biggles- 
wade. What  with  bands  playing,  flags  flying,  ever- 
green arches,  special  trains  and  hospitable  offers,  the 
oecasicn  was  kept  as  high  holiday.  Still  the  foot-and- 
month  disease  interfered  somewhat  with  the  show  of 
cattle  and  pigs,  which  was  rather  meagre,  although 
Royal  winners  put  in  an  appeareance  amongst  the 
Shorthorns ;  and  noticeably  Mr.  Momford's  Camilla, 
pronounced  to  be  the  best  heifer  at  Oxford,  al- 
though only  here  second  to  Mr.  Hpwe*s  Windsor 
Butterfly,  which  was  merely  commended  in  the  same 
class,  at  the  Royal  meeting.  As  we  said,  however,  at 
the  time  "  the  decision  in  Camilla's  favour  was  altogether 
about  the  greatest  fluke  of  the  day,  for  we  most  assuredly 
neyer  expect  to  see  her  do  so  well  in  anything  like  the 
same  class  of  company."  Mr.  Pawlett  being  so  handy 
home  showed  strongly  in  the  first  and  second  classes,  al- 
though, as  Baron  Killerby  was  no  longer  eligible  to  com- 
pete, he  could  only  obtain  a  second  prize ;  Prince  Alfred 
being  beaten  by  Captain  Oliver's  whit«  bull.  Lad  of  the 
Forest,  and  Mr.  Inslip's  Ravensden,  of  May  Bnke  de- 
scent. Amongst  the  yearling  bulls  Mr.  Mumford  took 
the  lead  with  his  Editor,  with  Mr.  Pawlett's  Royal  Booth 
second;  while  Mr.  Pawlett  won  easily  in  the  calf  class  with 
his  promising  Majestic.  The  sheep  show  was  considered 
excdlent ;  indeed,  it  would  have  been  almost  impossible 
at  any  county  meeting  to  have  brought  together  a  better 
collection  of  animals  than  were  exhibited  in  the  Down 
or  cross-bred  shearling  wether  class,  and  it  was  a 
matter  of  general  regret  that  the  funds  of  the  Society 
would  not  admit  of  more  than  one  prixe  being  awarded. 
Mr.  Newman's  pen,  by  a  Biddenham  ram,  were  of  great 
siie  and  really  good  looks,  and  these  with  several  other 
entries  will  be  heard  of  again.  Colonel  Lindsell  presided 
at  the  dinner,  and  a  very  good  chairman  the  new  M.  F.  H. 
proved  himself,  as  the  speaking  generally  was  above  the 
ayerage,  or  the  terribly  long  toast-list  would  have  worn 
ont  the  company. 

PRIZE    LIST. 

HORSES. 
Best  yearling  oolt.— Prixe,  Mr.  Purser,  WiUington. 
Yearling  flUy.—Prixe.  3.  Walker,  Goldmston. 
'^9'Vi:^  call  Ally.— First  prixe.  Banner,  WiUington ; 
second,  J.  Dudley,  Kempston. 


Pair  of  cart  horses  for  agricnltnral  purposeft.-Pn.•^  F 
Allwood,  Walsworth. 

Mare  and  foal  for  agricnltaral  purposes.— First  pn;',  '- 
Street,  Maulden ;  second,  Mrs.  Brimley,  Cople. 

Four-year-old  horse  or  mare  for  hunting  purpoiei.-I'nif, 
C.  S.  Lindsell,  Holme. 

Hackney  of  any  age,  fbr  general  purposes.— Pritf,  ^ 
WhiteheaiC  WoUaston. 

Pony.— Prize,  H.  V.  Gostliuy,  Oakley. 

The  open  hunter  class.— Pruus,  the  town  silver  cap,  C  ^ 
Lindsell  (Croquet). 

Mare  and  foal  for  hunting  pniposes.— Priv,  J.  Bru^ 
Stagsden. 

Cob.— Prise,  J.  £.  Parsons,  Charwelton,  Darratr;. 

SHORTHORNS.  | 

Bull,  above  two  and  under  six  years  old.— Fint  pna. j"-^ 
E.  Oliver,  Sholebroke  Lodge,  Towcester ;  seeood,  W.  h^nh 
Shefford,  Hardwieke. 

Bull,  above  one  and  under  two  years  old.— First  vp^jj; 
Mumford,  ChUton  Park  Farm,  Thame ;  second,  T.  E.  n^^  \ 
Beestou.  „  ^  . 

Bull  calf,  under  twelve  months.— First  prise,  T.E.m» 
second,  T.  Cranfield,  Standford,  Bury. 

Cow,  any  age.— First  prise,  T.  E.  Pawlett;  ssmb*,  - 
Kingsley,  Boancroft,  Tring. 

Cow,  any  age,  adapted  for  dairy  purposes.— First  pw, '  | 
A.  Mumford ;  second,  T.  Kingsley. 

Heifer,  in  calf  or  in  milk,  under  three  yein.-Fin*  P»« 
J.  How,  Brouffhton ;  second,  J.  A.  Mumford. 

Heifer,  under  two  years.— First  prise,  J.  Hw;  «*- 
R.  Marsh,  Little  Oifley  House.  .     ^^ 

Heifer  calf,  above  six  and  under  twelve  jaoatlii.'^'^ 
prixe,  T.  E.  Pawlett.  „  . 

Fat  ox.— First  and  second  prizes,  F.  Fbwkr,  Heslov. 

Fat  eow  or  heifer. — ^Prixe,  F.  Fowler.  i  n.  > 

Pair  of  heifers,  under  two  years.— First  prise,  i-  W*^  I 
second,  T.  Kingsley. 

SHEEP. 

Ten  long-wooUed  shearling  ewes.— Pint  prise,  T.W'^ 
Harris,  Wootton  Norths.  .   r 

Ten  Down  or  cross-bred  shearling  ewes.— IW  P^  | 
Howard,  Biddenham.  .  ^^ 

Ten   breeding  ewes,   any   age.— first  pri",  ».  »^' 


Maulden.  ■  "' 

Three  fat  long-woolled  shearlbg  wethers.-ISn(  pnK ' 

W.  D.  Harris.  .       p.- 

Three  fat  Down  or  cross-bred  •keariiaf  i«»«^ 

prize,  J.  Newman,  Harrowden.  The  class  bWL^fTTt 
Ten  long-woolled  ewe  lambs.— First  prise,  T.  W.  D.  ^ 
Ten  Down  or  erosa-bied  wre  lambs,— Fuitpn**''^ 
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Ten  loBg-wooUed  wether  Umbt.— Fint  prise,  C.  fiarnett 
StnttoB  Pkrk. 

Tim  Down  or  eron-brad  wether  Umbe.— ^Fint  prize,  C.  S. 
lisdMll,  Hofane,  Bigglnwide. 

Twenty  ewei  of  my  breed  or  age.~Firtt  prite,  O.  Street. 
PIGS. 

Boar,  intended  for  nie.— first  prize,  S.  Deacon,  jnn.,  Pole- 
brook  Hall,  Ouidle ;  aeeond,  P.  Wythes,  BaTensden. 


In-pig  sow. — ^Pint  prize,  W.  Barton,  Northill. 

Three  hi  hogs,  nnder  six  monthi.— First  prize,  J.  W.  Teb- 
bntt,  Biggleswade. 

Jui)6«8.^For  eattle,  sheep,  and  pigs— Messrs.  J.  Eobinson, 
Clifton  Pastues,  Newport  Fagnel ;  J.  Clayden,  littlebuy, 
Saflh>n  Walden ;  J.  liynn,  Chnreh  Farm,  Strozton,  Grantham. 
For  horses^.  H.  Plowright,  Manea,  Isle  of  Ely ;  J.  M.  K. 
Elliott,  Heathencote,  Toweester. 


THE    LUDLOW    AGRICULTURAL    SOCIETY. 


At  the  twenty-second  aanoal  exhibition  of  this  Society  the 
eotries  were  scarcely  so  nomeroos  as  nsnal,  bat  in  sCTcral  of  the 
danes  animals  were  rxhibited  that  it  wonld  be  difficult  to  eqnal 
IB  any  part  of  the  connty.  Mr.  Thomas  Bogers*  stock  bull, 
which  won  the  sweepstakes,  and  has  been  snccessfnl  at  seTeral 
other  shows ;  and  both  the  other  bnlls  in  competition  were 
from  the  same  herd.  It  will  be  ohserred  that  in  the 
iveepftUkes  Mr.  Bogers'  took  aU  the  prizes  offered,  and 
•weral  in  other  classes  besides.  The  best  show  was  un- 
donbtedly  in  eattle;  bat  of  sheep  there  was  also  an 
aieellent  assortment.  Mr.  James  Hand's  wethers,  which 
earned  off  a  first  prize,  drew  forth  mneh  oommendation  from 
the  jttdgm  and  the  viattors.  Of  pigs  there  was  a  capital  show, 
Mr.  Jss.  Ixickhart  being  the  principal  prizetaker.  Of  horses 
there  was  not  a  good  show.  Mr.  Bichard  Coston  exhibited  a 
cart  itallion,  and  Mr.  Jamea  Lockhart  a  nag  stallion,  bat  these 
beinff  the  only  animals  of  the  sort  exhibited,  the  prizes  were 
withheld  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  Society.  Yince, 
of  Lndlow,  took  the  first  prize  for  implements  ;  and  among 
hi«  collection  were  plooghs  hj  Kdls,  Bansome,  and  Howard, 
•ereral  chaff-cutters  tir  noted  makers,  tomip-catters  by  Samud- 
■on,  rootpolpera,  oilcake  mills,  oom  crashers,  Howard's  prize 
barrows,  Gower's  seed  drills,  the  Cambridge  roller,  sheep  racks, 
wuiAowing  maehines,  and  numbers  of  other  articles  and  ma- 
ehinei.  Corbett.  of  Shrewsbury,  did  not  exhibit  Ycry 
jvgeiy,  but  his  display  comprehended  several  of  the  recent 
ifflprored  machines  turned  out  from  his  works.  E.  E. 
Edwards  exhibited  a  new  plough,  which  attracted  attention. 
"Hie  mould-board  was  cireular,  and  turned  upon  an  axle  as 
the  earth  preased  against  it,  the  result  being  the  better  break- 
ug  up  of  the  soil.    It  is  said  to  be  an  American  iuTpntion. 

PBIZB    LIST. 

Jtogm.— HoasM:  Mr.  Hawkins,  Weston,  Herefordshire. 
Snn?  Airi>CATT£B:  Messrs.  Mansell,  Ercall;  Hughes, 
Lidy  Court ;  and  Wismore,  Weston.  Boots  :  Mr.  E.  H. 
Danes,  Fatten ;  and  Mr.  Wadlow,  Stone  Acton. 

CATTLE. 

A  sweepstakes  of  2  sots,  each,  with  20  sots,  added,  for  the 
bert  stock  bull,  of  any  breed,  open  to  all  England.— First 
price  T.  Bogers  (Battenhall) ;  second,  4  sots.  (Sir  Olirer)  T. 
Bocers ;  third,  2  sots.,  T.  Bogers  (Long  Horns). 

Boll  of  an^  age,  and  four  of  his  offspring  under  twelTe 
months  old.— First  prize,  £5,  T.  Bogers  (Sir  OliTcr).  Com- 
nended:  C.  H.  Hineksman  (Sir  John). 

Yearling  bull— First  priz^  £6,  T.  Bogers ;  second,  £2  10s., 
P.  Turner  ;  third,  £1,  P.  Turner. 

Four  two  years  old  steers.— First  prize,  £6,  T.  GrilBths; 
aeooad,  £2  10s.,  H.  lippett. 

Four  two  years  old  heifers.— First  prize,  £6,  T.  Fenn ;  se- 
«md,£2  10a.,T.Bogeis.  'r  -^     , 

Pair  of  two  years  old  heifers.— First  prise,  £6,  P.  Turner, 
Commended:  A.  Bwers  and  B.  Tanner. 

Four  yearling  heifers.— First  prize,  £6,  P.  Turner;  second, 
it2 10s.,  W.  Tudge.    Commended:  T.Fton. 

Breeding  eows  or  heifers,  with  cuItcs,  or  to  he  certified  to 
alTe.— Fiiat  prize,  £6,  T.  Bogers ;  second,  £2  10s.,  J.  WU- 
hams. 

Fat  eow  or  fet  heifer.— First  prize,  £6,  H.  Bidgley ;  second, 
^  lOs  T.  isomer. 

SHEEP. 

Tearfing  nm/open  to  all  Englund.— First  prize,  £6,  T. 


Fenn ;  second,  £2  10s.,  J.  Hand.  Highly  commended  i  T. 
Fenn. 

Bam  more  than  two  years  old. — ^Fint  prize,  £6,  W.  Baker ; 
second,  £2  10s.,  J.  Hand. 

Bam  lamb.^First  prize,  £6,  B.  Tanner.  Commended :  B . 
Tanner. 

Pen  of  ten  breeding  ewes,  two  years  old  and  upwards. — 
First  prize,  £5,  W.  Baker ;  second,  £2  10s.,  B.  Tanner.  Com- 
mended: J.  Hand. 

Pen  of  ten  yearling  ewes. — ^First  prize,  £6,  B.  S.  Edwards ; 
second,  £2  10s.,  J.  Hand. 

Pen  of  six  Jilt  yearling  wethers. — ^Fiist  prize,  £6,  J.  Hand  ; 


1,  £2  10s., 

Pen  of  ten  wether  bunbs.— First  prize,  £6,  B.  S.  Edwards ; 
second,  £2 10s.,  J.  K  Farmer. 

Pen  of  ten  ewe  Umbs. — ^flrst  prise,  £5,  W.  Baker;  second, 
£2  10s.,  B.  S.  Edwards. 

PIGS. 

Boar  nnder  two  Tears  old.— First  prize,  £2,  J.  Lockhart ; 
second,  £1,  J.  Lockhart. 

Breeding  sow. — ^First  prize^  £2,  J.  Lockhart ;  second,  £1, 
J.  Lockhart. 

Cottager^s  pig.— First  prize,  £S,  J.  Poole ;  second,  £2,  C. 
Smont;  third,  £1,  B.  Price.  Highly  commended :  J.  Price 
and  B.  Smith. 

HOBSES. 

Nag  mare  and  foal  at  foot.-^First  prize,  £6,  M.  Erans ; 
second,  £2  10s.,  M.  Etsus. 

Cart  mare  and  foal  at  foot. — ^Firrt  prize,  £6,  F.  Coston : 
second,  £2  10s.,  B.  HiU. 

Nag  gelding  or  mare  under  Atc  years  old. — First  prize,  £6, 
H.  Lippett;  second,  £2  lOs.,  B.  Coston.  Commended:  J. 
Hotchkiss. 

Two-year  old  cart  gelding  or  filly.— First  prize,  £6,  H. 
Lippett,  Priors  Alton ;  secon££2  10s.,  H.  Lippett. 

A  sum  of  £5  to  be  diTided  amongst  the  owners  of  animals 
exhibited  as  extra  stock.— First  prize,  50s.,  B.  S.  Edwards ; 
second,  20i.,  J.  Tdwers;  third,  10s.,  J.  M.  Brandford. 

IMPLEMENTS. 

£6  for  the  best  assortment  of  agricultural  implements,  J.  S. 
Yince. 

LABOUBEBS. 

To  the  man  who,  by  his  daily  labour,  has  reared  the  great- 
est number  of  children  without  parochial  aid.— First  prize, 
£4,  A.  Banks,  workman  to  Mr.  B.  Bach,  at  ELiich,  from  26th 
March,  1869;  had  11  children,  7  liring.  Second,  £2,  J. 
Hughes,  workman  to  Mr.  C.  Blakeway,  from  May,  1841 ;  had 
9  children.    Four  competitors. 

To  the  labourer  who  has  liTcd  the  greatest  number  of  years 
in  one  serrioe,  under  the  same  master. — ^First  prize,  £4^  B. 
Pearoe,  workman  on  Oakly  Park  Estate,  from  17th  Norember, 
1826 ;  second,  £2,  J.  Cadwallader,  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  £. 
Sheppard«  his  father,  grandfather,  and  Mr.  Broxton,  on 
Wettleton  Farm,  from  July,  1827.    Fifteen  oompetitors. 

To  the  ferming  in-door  man*serTant,  who  has  continned 
the  same  serrioe  the  greatest  number  of  years,  not  less  than 
five,  hsTiuff  a  good  character  from  his  saaster.— Prize,  £4, 
J.  Edmunds,  groom  to  Mr.  ETans.  from  2ad  May,  186S. 

To  the  female  serrant  who  has  liTcd  the  peatest  number  of 
years,  not  less  than  fiTC,  in  one  serrice,  haTing  a  good  charac- 
ter from  her  saaster  or  mistress.  — First  prize,  £4^  Alice 
Boberts,  housemaid  to  Mr.  W.  Greame,  from  l9th  May,  1861 ; 
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seoond.  £2,  M.  A.  Botfldd,  ier?ant  to  Mr.  C.  Blakewty,  from 
Jane,  1865. 

To  the  female  Berrimt  who  his  liyed  the  ^nateit  nunberof 
yean,  not  leas  than  five,  in  one  aerrioe  in  the  Borongh  of 
liodlow,  baling  a  good  character  from  her  maater  or  miaticea. 
— Ffiie,  £4,  £  Dade,  oook  to  Mr.  F.  &.  Southern,  from  16th 
Ootober,  1861.    Three  competitor!. 

To  the  in  or  out-door  man-eerrant  or  labourer  who  haa  lived 
the  greatest  number  of  years,  not  leas  than  fiye,  in  one  servioe 
in  the  Borough  of  lAdlow,  uayinj^  a  good  character  from  bis 
master. — First  prise,  £4,  B.  Smith,  in  the  senrioe  of  Mr. 
Hand,  from  1st  May,  1853 ;  second,  £2,  S.  Cooke,  printer  for 
Mr.  Partridge,  from  January,  1854.    ScTcn  competitors. 

To  the  li£ourer  or  serrant  who  has  subsoribed  the  greatest 
number  of  years  to  a  benefit  or  friendly  society.— Prise,  £2,  J. 
Postans,  member  of  Elephant  and  Castle  Friendly  Society 
from  April,  1834,  in  the  employ  of  Mrs.  Cooper,  from  Novem- 
bcor,  1853.    Two  competitors. 

To  the  Ubourer  or  serrant  who  has  been  a  depositor  in  a 
savings'  bank  the  greatest  number  of  years. — ^Priie,  £2,  £. 
Manton,  depositor  in  Ludlow  Savinss'  Bank  from  14th 
October,  1848,  and  in  employ  of  Mr.  F.  Coston,  from  May, 
1863.    Two  competitors. 

To  the  man  who  makes  not  less  than  four  corn  ricks,  and 
thrashes  at  least  the  same  number,  in  the  most  workman-like 
manner.— Prize,  £2,  G.  Morris,  serrant  to  Mr.  T.  Bogers, 
Coxall. 

To  the  ploughman  who,  with  a  single  plough,  shall  plough 
half  »a  a«re  of  ground  in  the  most  workmiui-Bke  aumner,  not 


loM  than  ftfB  iaohea  dflop,  under  fhne  houi  sad  a-balf,  opea 
to  all  England ;  non-subseribers  to  pay  l(k  entrsBCB.— ^Rrsk 
priae,  £8,  S.  Hotre,  in  employ  of  Mr.  T.  Gorbett,  Sslo^;  ce- 


cond,  £1  10s.,  J.  Bickards,  waggoner  to  Mr.  T.  Love,  am- 
fleU.    Four  competitors. 

To  the  pbughman  who,  with  a  double  plough,  foor  honn, 
and  a  driver,  ahaU  pfeugh  an  acre  of  nouM,  ia  theaost 
workman-1ikeManuer,not  less  tiian  five  indbes  deep,  uadet  tkise 
hours  and  a-half.— Prize,  £3,  and  to  the  driver  lOi.,  T. 
Fletcher,  waggoner  to  Mr.  John  £.  Fsimer,  Fdton.  fost 
competitors. 

To  the  oloughman  who,  with  three  horses  and  a  dmv, 
shall  plougn  half  an  acre  of  ground  in  the  most  worknaB-like 
manner,  not  less  than  five  inches  deep,  under  three  hoan  ud 
a-kalf rf— Pint  prise,  £3,  and  to  tiie  dnver  under  fifteea  jean 
of  age  10b.,  C.  Probert,  waggoner  to  S.  Amies;  kcobI, 
£1  10s.,  and  to  the  driver  under  fifteen  years  of  sgefii^J. 
Bncklev,  vraggoner  to  J.  B.  Fanner.    Three  oompetiton. 

To  the  ploughman  who,  vrith  two  horses  afareait,  ikall 
plough  half  an  acre  of  ground  in  the  moat  workmaa-like  nn- 
ner,  not  less  than  five  inches  deep,  under  three  boanud 
a-half.— First  prize,  £3,  W.  Price,  workman  to  Mr.  f .  fiacfa, 
second,  £1  10s.,  H.  Eeighiray,  waggoner  to  Hi.  J.  S. 
Edwards.    Eleven  competitors. 

To  the  ploughman  under  twentr  years  of  age,  wlio,  lilli 
two  horses  abresst,  shall  plough  half  an  acre  of  gTOUBdiatiie 
most  workman-like  manner,  not  leoa  than  five  iaekei  de& 
under  three  hours  and  a-half.— Prize,  £1  10e^M.SeM 
waggoner  to  Mr.  E.  Coaton.    Two  oompetiton. 


HEXHAM    FABMEBS'    CLUB. 


Mr.  W.  F.  Cateheslde,  F.C.S.,  analytical  and  oonsolting 
chemist  to  the  dub,  has  inaugurated  the  autumn  seriesM 
meetings  by  reading  a  paper  on  lime.  There  vras  a  good 
attendance,  with  Mr.  C.  O.  Orey,  president  of  the  Club,  in  the 
diair. 

Mr.  Ci.TCHSsn>£  read  as  follows :  I  have  the  honour  s^ 
commencing  the  course  of  papers  to  be  read  this  season  before 
you,  and  in  doing  my  best  justice  to  the  occasion,  I  mav  ex- 
press mjr  ddight  in  aipdn  resuming  the  discussions  of  the 
various  interesting  topics  that  can  ever  be  assodated  with 
agriculture.  You  will  agree  with  me  when  I  say  that  nothing 
tends  so  surely  to  enlighten  a  dark  question  than  its  open 
discussion.  In  learning  the  power  of  others^  minds  ire  often 
disdose  the  weakness  of  our  own.  In  the  course  of  a  debate 
several  aspects  of  the  point  discussed  arise  that  by  sanguine 
parties  are  never  thought  of,  and  a  seemingly  sure  victory  ii 
turned  into  a  stubborn  acknowledgment  of  £feat ;  therefore  I 
think  that  the  best  method  of  learning  the  character  and  pro- 
perties of  lime  will  be  to  make  that  substance  and  its  uses  the 
subject  of  a  discussion.  To  me  is  allotted  the  task  of  concen- 
trating fiurts  in  the  first  place,  and  in  my  hnmUe  way  offering 
uggestions,  the  value  of  which  you  will  estimate  according  to 
personal  experience  and  knowledge.  That  various  o^mons 
are  held  by  yon,  irentlemen,  as  to  the  qnidities  o^  and  the  oc- 
casion for,  using  lime,  I  cannot  doubt  after  hearing  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  last  paper  read  in  this  room.  To  my  mind 
considerable  difficulties  arose  that  checked  progress,  and 
I  consider  it  my  pleasure  and  dn^  as  your  chemist,  to 
try  and  make  all  plain  that  T  can.  With  this  introduction  I 
will  at  once  proceed  to  my  subject.  I  think  that  we  shall 
consider  it  at  the  best  advanta^  in  the  following  way :  Firstly, 
the  chemistrv  of  lime,  indudmg  its  manuCiusture  and  proper- 
ties ;  secondly,  its  uses,  physicaUy  and  chemically;  and,  lastly, 
a  few  remarks  deduced  from  the   foregoing   data.    Lime, 


diemically  speakiDg,  is  an  oxide  of  a  metal  called  caldum. 
You  know  what  iron  nut  is,  and  lime  may  be  called  caldum 
rust ;  it  is  the  combination  of  calcium  with  oxygen  gas.  In 
this  condition  lime  is  very  caustic,  or  has  properties  of  burning 
up  organic  and  vegetable  matter.  This  may  be  proved  by 
inpistemng  a  Ultle  between  the  flngets,  when  a  soapy  and 
1  J  ^f^i"" »  »PPa»nt,  owing  to  the  partial  destruction  or 


of  oombinatlon  with  eaibonie  add  gaa,  tiie  gas  faion  u 
**  choke  damp,"  and  that  which  cffervesees  tok  ginserbeer, 
lemonade,  he.  The  power  which  holds  the  union  of  Uiis  gu 
with  the  lime  is  suffldent  to  withstand  most  phyiiesi  &»& 
We  may  crush  or  beat  limestone  to  a  fine  powder,  sad  it  soD 
remains  carbonate  of  lime ;  but  if  we  subject  it  to  best,  tbi 
union  is  broken,  and  the  gas  is  liberated  and  goes  avi;  i&to 
the  atmosphere.  Limekilns  are  convenient  fomaoes  for  tu 
purpose,  and  as  you  all  know  their  consbnetion  I  sen 
not  explain  them.  The  residue  from  the  limestone  ii  liae, 
properly  speaking.  I  may  mention  that  chalk  and  ]pary«  tft 
of  precisely  the  same  oompodtion  aa  limestone,  beiD^eano* 
nate  of  lime.  lime  has  several  very  important  and  utenK- 
ing  properties.  It  has  a  powerftd  attnetion  fat  valet 
and  for  carbonic  add  gas.  lou  all  know  the  eonieQaesee 
of  pouring  water  upon  lime.  The  lump  of  lias  MgiBs 
to  steam,  crack,  and  swell  out,  generating  strong  heat  After 
a  ahort  rim's  it  crumblea  down  to  a  very  fine,  and  oa^i  ^ 
powder.  This  ia  the  operation  called  slaking.  line  um 
sucks  up  any  carbonic  add  gas  it  meets  wifck,aBdfotu 
reason  may  be  used  with  advantege  to  dear  out  tfaisncriwagM 
from  the  atmosphere  or  pUees  where  it  aboonds.  If  hne  Mv 
burned  is  spread  out  to  tiie  atmosphere,  it  soon  beooaua  m- 
verted  back  again  into  the  original  eariK»ate  of  liiB&  T« 
may  then  inquire,  why  bum  the  carbonate  of  time  wbmn 
use  that  substance  after  all  the  tionbb  to  drive  off  ^aor* 
bonic  acid  gas  P  l%e  limestone^  you  most  feBMnber,dtfeeaga 
chemicaUy  identical  with  chalk,  and  tbe  oarbonatt  ot^^ 
convenion,  is  phydeally  very  difhieat.  Instead  o^  ^^ 
lumps  of  rock,  we  have  powder  to  deal  with.  It  «o«M  m 
almost  udesB  to  add  to  sou  oarbonato  of  lime  ia  the  ^  « 
lumps  of  rock.  We  aecnre  the  fhUeatbeuftbyadaiBgtbt 
same  material  in  such  a  state  that  it  may  aitifluitely  n^  wiU 

thesoil,an''    "     "  ' '^    '    " 

which  we  ( 

important  ^.«  »  «.»  ».»  ...«.  .»  ^  — v . 

any  manures  are  added  to  the  land.  They  should  to  amM^ 
a  state  as  posnble.  Just  as  aniaals  eaa  digest  food  sad  «■* 
mikte  it  to  the  good  of  the  system  the  easier  whea  that  &« 
ia  findy  prepared  for  thomf  so  the  sdl  €■«  aimraBBaie  IB  rtaes 


aaaterialinsnchaBtotethatitmay  ■ttuaateiy  bu  «» 
U,  and  in  its  finely  divided  oonditton,  eiaot  thsas  dia^ 
we  endeavour  to  proenre.  Imay  hflnstaletoyeaMV 
tent  it  is  for  this  fiaet  to  be  My  bone  in  miaa  vb* 


anv  beneficial  agent  the  more  readily,  whan  the  Pf**"^*^ 
is  in  a  fine  atate  of  diviuon.    lilM  ia  alao  an  dkab,  <«f^ 
stance  which  aeotraliaea  aeidt.    Ita  eao 
ftUuded  to,  and  they  nost  be  wdl  nmd 
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hon  of  this  faiowhdge  u  yery  important  in  practical  hnung. 
The  effect  of  tiw  stronger  alkaHea  is  to  destroy  organic  mattw. 
10  that  lime,  if  in  contact  with  ammoniacal  snbsfiuices  onder 
certain  conditions,  will  expel  that  ms.    Therefore,  it  would 
be  exceedingly  onwise  to  put  lime  with  guano,  for  instance,  or 
"update  of  ammonia,  because  the  ammonia  gas  would  be  lost 
aad  the  value  of  manure  gone  I    lima  occurs  in  almost  eTerr 
pUnt  as  a  constituent  of  the  ash.    Hence  it  is  positiTely  ne- 
eewaiy  that  lime  should  exist  in  ctery  soil.    No  cultiyated 
•oil  II  thoroughly  destitute  of  lime,  although  the  proportion 
of  It  may  not  be  larffe  enough  for  a  healthy  growth  of  plants : 
coQMqoently  the  addition  of  lime  to  land  produces,  in  these 
csaw,  an  increase  of  produce.    The  commonest  form  of  lime 
ai  foond  m  soils  is  the  carbonate  of  lime  or  chalk.    Other 
nates  of  hme  occur,  such  as  capnlites  or  phosphate  of  lime, 
fjpsam  or  sulphate  of  lime,  silicate  of  lime— the  substance 
that  giTes  the  £rm  and  glistening  characters  to  straw,  nitrate 
of  lime,  &c.    Sulphate  of  Hme.  OTsum,  qr  plaster  of  Paris, 
a  esMciaUy  found  in  the  ashes  of  dofer.  beans,  &c    It  is  a 
Mcfol  manure,  since  in  addition  to  supplying  lime  to  pbmts 
that  require  it,  gypsum  converts  the  voktile  oombinations  of 
ammoLia  mto  more  stable  ones,  thus  preserving  the  latter  very 
TaloAble  material  for  further  use.     Phosphate  of  lime  is 
BMAlIy  found  m  certain  rocb  and  strata.    This  substance, 
conttmiDg  a  large  quantity  of  phosphoric  acid,  is  largely  used 
m  nanufecturing  manure,  and  is  of  no  moment  now  to  us. 
The  properties  of  lime  being  considered,  we  will  try  how 
w  apply  them  practically  for  our  own  benefit.    The  uses  of 
line  mav  be  considered  to  be  valuable  physically  and  chcmi- 
ally.   Let  us  first  look  at  the  physical  effect  of  using  lime. 
Ltme  u  used  aa  a  top  dressing  to  destroy  weeds,  mosses. 
and  other  cankerous  growths  on  grass  lands.     A    mix- 
tare   of   lime    and    earth,   couch,  &o.,  known    as   com- 
oomuMt  IS  preferable  for  dressing  grass.     The   proportions 
or  the  constituents  range  from  one  of  lime  to  two  of  earthy 
matter  or  equal  parts,  according  to  the  result  of  experience. 
JooJu  give  the  former  ratio,  and  farmers  the  latter.    In 
ilampshira  and  Berkshire,  and  indeed  in  all  the  southern 
counties,  formers  very  often  spread  chalk  over  their  grass  lands. 
g  t"I"  '•'y  beneficial  results.    It  is  put  in  before  winter, 
and  the  frost  acting  upon  it  splits  it  up  topowder.    It  is  then 
n^read  over  the  land  as  a  top-dressing.    The  chalk  is  merely 
dog  out  of  the  various  pita,  always  abundant  in  material,  and 
cooTeiuent  for  casting.     In  one  instance,  to   prove   how 
Taloabie  this  process  is,  I  knew  of  a  field  the  half  of  which 
wia  top.dressed  in  the  above-mentioned  manner— twenty  cart- 
1  u  P"  acre— and  there  was  a  distinct  mark  down  the  whole 
fljld  after  a  space  of  ten  years,  distinctly  showing  the  boundary 
of  the  chalk,  and  simultaneously  its  benefit    lime  is  also 
OMdaimnltaneonsly  to  kill  insects,  worms,  grubs,  and  other 
u^g  deitroyen.    I  knew  a  ease  where  a  Yorkshire  former 
emplOTBdlime  to  top-dress  his  turnips.    He  found  a  worm  or 
oterpiUar  ate  the  tops,  and,  moreover,  that  these  insects  only 
made  their  appearance  at  night.    He  had  men  out  by  torch- 
hgnt  to  sow  lime  broadcast  over  the  turnips,  and  he  found 
w«t  the  disease  was  eifectually  stopped.    Of  oonrse  in  many 
a««  the  fearful  operation  of  sowing  lime  would  be  too  much 
tor  the  delicate  mind  of  tlie  poor  sower,  so  that  we  might 
JlnMwt  consider  this  an  exceptional  use  of  lime.    NowTSiis 
™^^^  "cqiiaiiited  with  a  focfc— namely,  that  lime  was  a 
Poverfd  caustic,  killing  inaeots  with  ease.    He  applied  his 
tnowledje,  and  reaped  his  reward.    When  we  kiU'the  mosses 
»d  weeds  wo  apply  the  same  property— the  caustic  property 
]H     \  Speaking  of  tomips  and  lime,  I  may  state  that  the 
^tter  nibstance  is  of  great  use  to  the  former  under  oertain 
mubtions.    It  has  been  frequently  found  in  England  that 
^niips  when  grown  at  too  short  intervale  on  the  same  field 
iieodDe  subjeet  to  a  peculiar  disease,  which  manifests  itself  in 
f  .^Bisual  development  of  the  looU.    Instead  of  a  round 
^7  head  weighing  seveial  pounds,  from  which  filamentous 
nwa  spread  out  into  the  ground,  the  top  roota  splits  into  a 
gjejt  number  of  hard  woody  stem-like  roots,  of  the  thickness 
w  the  finger  (ftnger-and-toe  disease}.    This  disease,  which  is 
owing  to  the  peculiar  oharaeter  of  the  ground,  is  removed  by 
siA^doseof  quieklime.    It  is  oertain,  however,  that  the 
tone  does  not  act  in  tlua  case,  because  there  was  previously  a 
Mwjeacy  of  It  in  the  soil,  for  a  supply  of  it  to  the  field  at 
|«djime  hke  other  Baanias  produoes  no  effeet»  for  the  latter 
.JI?^5*"J**"!3^'^'*'»<"*^°  )*«••    Baron  Xiebig  isre- 
■ponttUo  for  this  opinion,   When  linw  ii  laid  o&  ioMcti  in 


the  shape  of  carbonate  of  Ume  these  eioeta  are  not  observed. 
u  the  caustic  properties  belong  ehiefly  to  lime  chemioaliy 
speriong.    Agam,  we  find  a  soil  too_peaty  or  more  organic  in 
Its  character  than  we  would  wish.    We  dose  it  with  lime,  and 
ita  eaustio  properties  are  again  displayed  in  spUtting  up  the 
sml,  and  evolving  ammonia  gradually,  and  generally  eflfeeting 
a  change  by  imparting  a  more  mineral  nature  to  the  land. 
Another  phyncal  effect  is  that  when  lime  is  applied  to  clay 
land  it  opens  and  loosens  the  dense  masses  of  clay,  and  im- 
parts a  certain  amount  of  porosity  and  mellowness,  and  by  so 
doing  opens  the  road  to  further  improvement,  by  exposing 
a  larger  extent  of  svfooe    to    the   action  if  the   air. 
^e  chemical  properties  of  lime  are  just  as  important. 
We  have  noticed  its  alkaline  character  or  its  tendency  to 
cmnbine  with  acids.    Now  we  know  that  oUy  contains  rilicie 
acid,  insoluble  in  water,  but  rendered  soluble  if  nentralised  by 
an  alkali.    So  that  if  lime  be  added  to  silicic  add,  soluble  siU- 
cate  of  lime  is  formed.     Soluble  silicate  is  required  to  impart 
strength  to  straw  in  crops  of  wheats  barley,  and  oats.    Wow, 
gentlemen,  supposing  you  had  a  fieU  of  a  clayey  nature,  and 
you  wanted  to  have  a  cereal  crop  firom  it,  or  suppose  that  in  a 
field  of  com,  grown  in  a  day  soil,  yon  notice  the  straw  feeble 
ud  too  weak  to  support  the  head,  you  would  then  think  of 
the  alkaline  property  of  lime  and  say,  **  I  know  how  to  ntiliae 
timt  day  if  I  want  a  ^  crop.    I  will  dress  the  land  with 
lime,  and  then  the  silicic  add  will  be  made  soluble,  and  IshaU 
not  have  m^  com  broken  down  through  tiie  straw  being  weak.* 
We  all  notice  that  all  crops  take  more  or  less  lime  from  the 
soil  to  form  their  mineral  stmcture.    We  must  see  that  lime 
is  always  there  to  be  taken.    Gentlemen,  herein  lies  the  whole 
secret  of  real  tillage  forming-^he  restoration  to  the  land  of 
those  materials  that  each  successive  crop  withdraws.    We  can 
then  understand  the  necessity  for  always  having  Ume  in  the 
land,  and  so  periodically  the  hmd  is  dosed  with  lime.    Great 
diffisrence  of  opinion  exists  as  to  the  quantity,  but  I  should 
say  from  6  to  0  tons  per  acre  every  dght  years  would  be  a  fair 
ouantitjr  to  lay  on.    This  operation  is  not  so  necessary  on 
farms  dtuated  on  limestone  obvxoudy.    But  there  is  some- 
thing fkr  deeper  to  be  oonsideied  than  this.     The  idea  of 
putting  lime  regularly  into  soil  is  a  plain  one,  but  the  devdop- 
ment  of  that  idea  in  all  its  beauty  consists  in  making  even 
extra  use  of  the  operation  of  liming,  by  performing  it  at  times 
suitable  for  growing  suitable  crops  after  lime,  that  they  may 
profit  hv  the  introduction  of  the  same,    farmers  shonldknow 
as  a  body— not  only  a  few — that  lime  exists  in  lairer  quanti- 
ties in  some  plants  and  crops  than  others.    They  should  study 
the  amount  required  b^  each  respective  crop.    Feas,  beans, 


dover,  &c.,  an  fond  of^lime;  or,  in  other  words,  their  ashes 
contain  a  large  quantity,  proving  beyond  doubt  that  mora 
lime  is  taken  out  rj  any  of  these  crops  than,  for  instance,  a 
crop  of  turnips.  If  a  former,  then,  puts  Ume  upon  land  and 
ploughs  it  in,  he  makes  a  fhU  use  of  it  by  growing  peas  on  a 
light  soil  and  beans  on  a  heavy.  The  putting  of  lime  into 
land  fhU  of  manuro  should  be  avoided,  on  account  of  its  alka- 
line properties.  When  Ume  bursts  by  reason  of  its  affinity  for 
water  it  is  then  spread  out,  and  ftndmg  carbonic  add  gu  be- 
comes converted  into  carbonate  of  lime,  which  is  not  nearly  so 
active  as  caustic  lime.  Therefore  manure  should  be  usea  as 
lonff  after  Ume  as  possible.  But  a  great  many  people  fancy 
that  if  they  Ume  their  land  no  manure  is  wanted  at  all.  The 
stimulus  of  the  new  Ume  causes,  no  doubt,  considerable  in- 
crease at  first,  but  unless  the  supply  of  other  material  is  kept 
up  how  can  crops  grow  P  When  lime  is  being  replaced  in  the 
soil,  care  must  be  taken  that  too  large  a  quantity  is  not  nsed ; 
otherwise  the  caustic  effects  wiU  become  apparent^  and  prove 
fatal  to  growth.  Some  fiarmers  suggest,  instead  of  a  large  dose 
at  once,  repeated  smaU  doses.  I  donH  know  which  is  the 
better  plan,  and  it  must,  I  think,  devdope  matters  to  a  ques- 
tion Of  labour  in  leadio|  repeated  doies,  whilst  one  operation 
concludes  the  process  m  the  plan  of  one  large  dose.  JSvery- 
body  should  apply  the  poution  of  his  farm  to  the  case,  and  if 
convenient^  one  way  m  preference  to  the  other  he  chooses 
accordingly.  Mr.  Bum  says:  "On  very  stiff  soils,  or  on 
peaty  land  a  large  dose,  no  doubt,  can  be  used  with  advantage, 
but  on  light  soils  it  is  advisable  to  use  it  in  smaller  doses.  Some 
fiarmers  prefSsr  ndn^  large  doses  at  once,  whUst  others  maintain 
that  repeated  dressmgs  with  smaller  doses  are  attended  with 
the  greatest  amount  of  practical  benefit.  There  can  be  Uttle 
doubt  that  in  soils  abounding  in  ve^table  matter,  or  whol^ 
deititute  of  Ume,  a  large  quantity  wiU  be  required  at  once  to 
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duuige  their  mgchanical  tnd  ehenicftl  oonititation,  and  the 
propriety  of  liminir  the  land  heavily  at  flnt  is  thereby  indicated. 
Bnt  when  the  land  haa  been  brought  by  coltiTation  into  sood 
condition  the  lafeat  plan  to  maintain  it  in  fertility  will  be  to 
•apply  lime  at  shorter  intervals,  witli  smaller  doses,  at  the  rate 
of  aooat  8  cwt.  a-^ear.  Bepei^  liming,  with  souQl  doses  at 
lonjser  or  shorter  intervals,  is  indeed  neoessaiy  to  keep  the  land 
in  its  maximum  state  of  prodnetivcness.  The  reasons  for  thA 
practice  are  obvious.  In  the  first  place,  the  well-known  tend- 
oioy  of  lime  to  sink  deeper  and  deeper  into  the  soil  from  year 
to  year  removes  the  lime  from  the  surfiice  into  the  subsoil  and 
thus  takes  it  out  of  the  reach  of  the  plants.  This  tendency  to 
sink  is  greater  in  light  and  porous  soils  than  in  heavy  but  even 
in  verv  stiff  land  lime  gradaslly  sinks  and  passes  into  the  sub- 
soil ;  henoe  the  necessity  of  applying  it  as  near  as  ponible  to 
the  surface.  Seoondlv,  lieavy  rains  wash  it  down  into  the 
lower  strata,  and  dissolve  also  considerable  portions  of  it.  It 
is  on  account  of  this  dissolving  action  that  oadly  drained  soils 
require  to  be  more  frequently  limed  than  those  which  are  well 
drained.  In  the  third  pUoe,  it  will  be  remembered  that  all 
our  cultivated  crops  remove  a  certain  proportion  of  lime  from 


the  soil,  and  as  some  crops  take  up  a  much  Uiffor  quantity 
than  others,  the  course  of  cropping  must  necessarily  influenoe 
the  period  at  which  liming  ought  to  be  repeated.    Heavy  doses 


are  of  extreme  utility  on  poor  land,  or  that  which  has  been 
bug  pastured^  much  as  7|  to  16  tons  per  acre  may  be  ap- 
plied.^ Mr.  Henr^  Stevens,  in  his  excellent  book  of  the  form, 
SMS :  "  The  practice  hitherto  has  beoi  to  apply  a  large  dose 
of  lime  at  once,  and  not  to  repeat  it  during  the  lease.  The 
motive  of  this  practice  I  would  look  for  more  to  the  cirenm- 
stanoe  in  which  the  farmer  is  placed  in  regard  to  the  tenure  of 
his  farm,  than  to  any  reasonable  expectation  entertained  by 
him  of  the  action  of  the  lime  upon  the  soil  in  large  quantity. 
It  is  felt  with  the  application  of  lime,  as  with  the  draining  of 
the  farm,  the  sooner  it  is  done,  and  the  seldomer  done,  the 
greater  profit  to  him  who  does  it.    The  opinion  is  gaining 

Cud,  however,  that  it  is  better  for  the  tenants*  interest  to 
in  less  quantity  at  a  time,  and  more  frequently.  It  would 
appear,  takm^  the  average  of  the  quantities  of  lime  applied  in 
diffsrent  distnots  of  the  country,  that  about  8  or  10  cwt.  per 
acre  per  annum  are  applied  to  supply  the  supposed  require- 
ments of  the  land.  It  might,  therefore,  be  better  for  the  crops, 
and  more  prudent  for  the  purse  of  the  tenant,  to  apply  8  or  10 
cwt.  of  lime  per  acre  on  the  fallow  every  year  during  the 
lease,  than  8  or  10  tons  per  acre  at  one  time  at  its  commence- 
ment. Over  liming  was  an  evil  which  the  land  suffered  in  a 
former  generation  mora  than  in  this,  and  when  it  occurred  was 
confined  to  poor  weak  soil  that  was  soon  render«i  too  loose  by 
the  use  of  the  plough.**  It  is,  therefore,  quite  correct  what  Pro- 
fessor Johnstone  says,  "  That  the  evil  called  over-liming  is  a 
mechanical,  not  a  chemical  one.  The  extreme  openness  of 
the  soil  has  been  brought  on  by  prolonged  ploughing,  and  too 
frequently  cropping  of  corn.  An  opposite  procedure  must 
be  adopted  and  mechanical  means  employed  by  which 
a  gradual  solidification  may  be  effected,  among  which  none  is 
more  effective  than  the  eating  of  turnips  by  sheep  on  the 
land.*^  Several  farmers  have  expressed  to  me  the  impossibilitv 
of  spreading  a  half  ton  of  lime  annually  per  acre  to  their  aa- 
vantage.  This  statement  is  contradictory  to  the  above  authori- 
ties, and  I  leave  the  two  views  of  the  question  to  your  con- 
sideration. Mv  opinion  is  that  practically,  however,  advan- 
tageous it  may  be,  the  smaller  dosmg  is  of  no  value.  I  may 
mention  that  there  are  several  kinds  of  lime,  according  to  the 
quality  of  limestone  employed  in  the  manufacture.  The 
magnedan  limestone  produces  lime  of  course  oontaimng  cer- 
tain amounts  of  magnesia.  The  Combruh  stone  contains 
nearly  S  per  cent,  of  oxide  of  iron.  The  lime  used  in  retain- 
ing the  sulphuretted  hydrogen  in  cas  at  the  gasworks  has 
been  sold  for  agricultural  purposes.  I  cannot  advue  this  article 
to  be  used  in  preference  to  the  ordinary  lime.  In  fact,  I  have 
been  told  by  more  than  one  former  who  has  used  it,  that  it 
has  very  pngudicial  effects,  killing  all  vegetable  growth  com- 
pletely. It  may  be  that  the  sulphuretted  hydrogen  escaping 
from  It  as  it  lies  in  the  ground  is  in  sufficient  quantity  to  exert 
its  noxious  effects  on  vegetable  growth.     In  conclusion,  I 


of  practi^  import  and  a  mere  exposiUou  of  literary  abiUty. 
It  would  be  waiting  your  very  valuable  time.    I  shUl,  tb^ 


fore,  be  perfectly  plain  in  nv  eondoaioBa,  and  at  the  one 
time  I  am  equally  sanguine  of  their  meeting  voer  appionl. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  value  to  be  derived  from  periodi- 
cally liming  land.  A  former,  who  has  formed  vow  darisr  i 
penod  of  50  years,  and  whose  words  must  therefore  be  higblj 
valuable,  told  us  that  <*The  great  beauty  of  Kme  vtito  set 
free  some  hidden  or  inactive  good  already  existinf  in  the 
soil.*'  When  peat  is  split  up,  this  operation  proves  the  tnth 
of  the  remark.  The  eonstitutents  of  peat,  when  acted  ostf 
lime,  are  rendered  useful,  inasmndi  as  the  hitherto  ioaetiie 
organic  matter  is  decomposed,  producing  ammonis,  ui  is 
also  rendered  more  soluble  in  water.  By  these  ehaaga  line 
is  made  the  agent  of  improving  the  land,  whiht  sopplrisf 
pUnts  with  food  from  the  products  of  its  action,  time  kOb 
grubs  and  worms,  weeds  and  fungi,  breaks  up  too  riek  aoiK 
supplies  food  for  plants,  and  deuis  the  land.  But  I  prote^ 
against  the  promiscuous  nse  of  lime  to  land.  I  am  wrj  to 
acknowledge  the  acquaintance  of  some  formen  who,  imat- 
diately  they  find  a  decrease  of  produce,  time  their  lud! 
Where  is  their  reason  for  so  doing  P  We  ought  nefer  to  do 
anything  without  a  reason  for  it!  A  hundred  res«mi  rtsj 
exist  to  account  for  the  inefficient  crop,  but  only  a  fev  eu  be 
traced  to  want  of  lime.  There  must  be  a  logical  oonnr  d 
treatment  followed.  I  would  like  fonnin^  oondueted  os  a 
more  scientific  principle  than  it  is.  There  i<  too  much  hip* 
hazzard  about  it.  Farmers  put  all  kinds  of  material  in  their 
land  without  ever  so  much  as  thinking  whether  the  Issd  n- 
quires  them.  One  may  lime  whem  ammonia  is  y^^j 
another  may  put  in  amonia  manure  when  Kme  is  ref^Qind,  ud 
so  on.  There  should  be  no  confusion.  Old  ussge, ^^^ 
to  say,  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  thia  evil.  A.  inaii'i  msd- 
father  did  so,  and  so  therefore  he  most  do  the  same,  nn- 
ing  is  changed  now,  land  is  dearer,  living  is  more  expesare; 
consequent^  larger  crops  must  be  made  to  grow.  At  the  sme 
time,  to  help  formers,  science  has  done  much  of  hte  jtan- 
Much  more  is  known  now  of  nature  than  a  eentory  afo- 
Then  let  us  advance  too !  We  surely  cannot  be  oostat  to 
just  form  on  as  of  old,  whilst  others  enioy  a  doeer  gUnp* 
into  the  wonders  of  nature,  as  exemphfted  in  agrienltoie.  He 
have  certain  focts  before  us  to-day.  They  are  the  bs»  o^ 
calculations.  We  argue  from  facts,  and  in  praetiee  »  *' 
watch  the  devebpment  of  our  progeets  shsll  we  not  (Ird  is- 
finitely  prouder  of  our  success  than  if  we  had  not  leisoe^ 
with  nature  at  all?  A  man  who  forms  thus  can  pittf  hi} 
neighbour  who  looks  with  anxious  eye  and  uneasy  pocket  at 
his  crops,  afraid  that  he  has  put  the  wrong  manme  os  his 
fond !  Now  that  I  hope  you  know  someting  abovt  lioe 
gentlemen,  let  us  reason  together,  and  I  imagine  we  lean  tu 
following  lessons :  We  must  use  lime  upon  newly  broken  latd. 
It  kiUs  superfluous  decay  and  hinders  neforious  pstre&etin' 
We  must  also  remember  the  lesson  about  the  fauad  }»H 
drained.  We  must  nse  lime  upon  clay  soils  to  tomb 
the  silicic  add,  or  more  properly  spesudng,  the  w^- 
ble  silicates  tolwle.  Then  our  com  crops  will  stsnd  the  w- 
mal  effects  of  the  wind  and  rain,  and  our  straw  will  rten  the 
noble  heads  of  the  grain  in  the  place  of  asking  for  strength  to 
enable  it  to  bear  its  burden.  Then  we  may  lime  the  \m 
when  we  think  that  lime  is  required  for  general  parposo,  ik 
let  us  grow  a  crop  of  peas  alter  the  prooess  on  a  ught  seal,  >» 
beans  on  a  heavy  one,  thus  helping  nature  and  fiUing  our  ovi 
pockets.  Again  when  we  see  weeds,  moasesi,  lieheos,  or  ibJ 
living  worms,  grubs,  or  any  other  injurious  vegetable  ct  aniaal 
causes,  let  us  destroy  the  effects  by  lime,  uaisg  it  sa  stop 
dressing.  If  we  possess  a  soil  full  of  unutiUied  organic  sutler 
of  the  character  of  a  vegetable  mould,  let  us  lime  st  osce, 
thereby  splitting  up  usefolmatter,  converting  it  into  ••1"^^*J^ 
that  wiU  feed  plants,  and  produce  food  in  tun.  ^  Then,  gesw* 
men,  there  are  occasious  when  we  must  avoid  uaiag  lime.  ^* 
must  not  use  it  in  quantity  upon  amnioniacal  Baaoics, «  » 
other  words,  we  must  not  waste  suoh  a  valuable  fniiag  »^ 
rial  for  plants  as  ammonia.  Also  allow  fresh  Kme  some  ti>^ 
to  attract  water,  and  then  the  advantages  oomoqieBt  oe  the 
proper  use  of  lime  will  be  surer.  It  is  of  no  use  applraf 
lime  on  forms  situate  on  limestone  rod,  jet  I  am  sorry  to  isf 
such  an  absnrb  action  is  really  done.  Line  can  be  of  vote- 
vice  upon  sandy  soils  unless  in  veiy  small  qaantitieL  At  a 
general  rule  soils  containing  more  than  4  per  eeatofliaj 
•     "      '•       ,  ,.  .?  ..  8«chtttheo|B»si«« 


should  not  have  lime  applied  to 

Dr.  Voelcker,  who  gives  the  following  mm 

soils  likely  or  not  likely  to  be  benefitea  by  Kane : 
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qoAntity  of  aoil  in  a  tambler,  and  pour  npon  it  first  a  litUe 
watsr,  and  then  a  good  deal  of  •pirita  of  salts  or  muriatic  acid. 
If  this  addition  produces  a  strong  efferrescence  there  is  no 
need  of  applring  lime  to  the  knd ;  if  no  effervescence  is  pro- 
daoed,  in  all  probability  liming  or  marling  will  be  useful. 
Uowerer,  this  simple  test  cannot  iJways  be  depended  on,  and 
it  ii  therefore  much  safer  to  have  the  proportion  of  lime  deter- 
mined in  the  soil,  which  at  no  great  expense  can  be  done  by  an 
analytical  chemist."  In  ooncmsion  I  will  merely  mention 
that  I  am  aware  of  the  poor  justice  I  have  done  to  my  sub- 
ject, but  if  I  had  more  time  at  my  disposal  I  should  never  tire 
of  disruswng  this  question  as  long  as  my  audience  would  derive 
the  least  benefit  therefrom. 

The  Chairman  asked  if  Mr.  Catcheside  could  explain  how  it 
was  that  lime  destroyed  everythinf|  bad,  but  nothing  tliat  was 
good  P  He  had  once  in  Ireknd  tned  separately  on  grass  land 
fresh  lime,  and  lime  which  had  been  mixed  with  soil,  and  the 
supniority  of  the  latter  was  remarkable. 

Mr.  Drtimn  demurred  to  the  employment  of  lime  upon  wet, 
peaty  land  where,  though  it  might  do  a  little  good,  it  soon  dis- 
appnred.  He  had  observed  that  lime  always  acted  better  upon 
land  which  had  never  been  ploughed  than  upon  that  which  had 
been  broken  up.  In  the  ktter  case  it  certainly  might  benefit  the 
soil,  but  not  to  such  an  extent  as  in  the  former  instance.  There 
most  be,  he  believed,  vegetable  matter  in  the  land  for  the  lime  to 
act  upon,  or  it  would  do  no  good.  Compost  might,  however,  be 
used  with  an  advantage  in  snch  a  position.  These  remarks 
were  applicable  to  land  which  was  situated  as  high  as  four  or 
five  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  tlie  sea,  and  he  did  not 
know  whether  thev  would  fit  the  case  of  low-lying  farms.  He 
had  seen  land  doubled,  if  not  trebled,  in  value  by  simply  drain- 
ing and  liming  it.  This  Umd  was  of  a  marshy  nature,  and  had 
on  its  surface  a  good  deal  of  vegetable  matter.  He  had  re- 
marked before,  and  it  could  be  borne  out  by  facts,  that  there 
were  hundreds  and  thousands  of  acres  of  land  which  could  be 
equally  well  improved  by  the  same  process,  and  thus  rendered 
a  great  deal  more  useful  to  everyboay  than  they  were  at  present. 
There  were  a  great  many  objections  to  improving  this  land, 
some  of  which  would  pot  bear  the  light  of  argument ;  but  he 
would  not  at  present  enter  into  them.  In  passing  down  the 
railway,  he  saw  at  a  considerably  greater  elevation  than  even 
that  of  which  he  had  been  speaking,  fine  bullocks  for  the  fat 
market  grazing  on  excellent  grass  on  land  where  before  had 
frown  notbing  but  the  coarsest  Tegetation,  which  was  known 
ns  a  place  where  the  sheep  had  |^t  the  rot,  and  which  was  not 
worth  more  than  five  or  six  smllings  an  'acre.  All  these  re- 
sults were  due  to  dndninff  and  liming.  In  making  these  ob- 
servations he  was  only  adding  his  testimony  to  the  value  of 
that  description  of  land  when  improrements  were  properly  en>> 
lered  into :  when  the  landlord  gave  an  encouragement  on  the 
•ne  hand  by  a  lease,  and  the  tenant  on  the  other  by  his  in- 
dustry. ?or  this  kind  of  land  draining  was  the  proper  treat- 
ment, but  when  lime  was  easily  available  it  should  oe  also  used ; 
for  the  land  from  this  double  application  benefited  much  more 
than  from  the  draining  alone,  in  some  wet  lands  It  might 
be  well^  to  drain  alone;  but  in  general  money  expended 
in  draining,  without  a  corresponding  application  of  lime,  was 
money  expended  uselessly.  To  improve,  however,  required 
lime ;  and  before  engaging  in  it,  a  lease  should  be  obtained 
of  twenty-one  yearn,  and  some  Uttle  encouragement  should  be 
STiTen  by  the  landlord,  because,  to  earr^  it  out^  capital  was  re- 
qaired,  and  where  the  lime  was  not  easily  obtained,  the  process 
was  very  expensive. 

Hr.  Harlk,  in  answer  to  the  Chairman's  question,  pro- 
ceeded to  explain  the  action  of  lime  upon  vegetation.  He 
said  that  Baron  Liebig  had  given  a  chemical  explanation  of 
the  matter  with  great  clearness.  It  was  that  the  growth  of 
sedges  and  marsn^  plants  was  caused  by  siliceous  or  sand^ 
matter  in  the  soil,  and  that  the  application  of  lime  to  it 
neatralixed  as  an  alkali  this  acid,  and  Tormed  silicate  of  lime, 
which  promoted  the  growth  only  of  the  finer  grasses.  This 
vas  the  reason  why,  when  lime  was  applied  to  sandy  land, 
fine  grasses  idways  supplanted  the  sedges  and  rushes.  He 
most  say  he  thought  Mr.  Catcheside  was  mistaken  when  he 
stated  gas  lime  was  not  useful.  It  must  be  better  than 
oummon  lime,  because  sulphuretted  hydro^n  being  added  to 
it  snlplute  of  lime  was  formed.  If  this  hme  was,  however, 
applied  hot  from  the  gas-works  it  might  indeed  be  injurious, 
becanao  requiring  oxygen  it  abstraded  that  gas  from  the 
manore  with  which  it  came  into  contact,  and  thereby  caused 


a  diminution  in  tiie  crop.  It  should  not  therefore  be  put  into 
the  soil  at  once,  but  should  be  allowed  to  lie  for  some  weeks 
exposed  to  the  air,  under  the  influence  of  which  it  turned  into 
gynsum,  a  very  Tsluable  application. 

Mr.  J.  Ljbb  said  his  own  first  experience  of  lime 
was  upon  mss  land,  peaty  on  the  top,  such  as  that 
which  Mr.  Drrdon  was  referring  to.  The  &ct  that  Und  of 
this  kind  could  be  doubled  in  value  by  proper  treatment 
should  be  very  greatly  considered  bv  bmdlords,  and  he  thought 
with  Mr.  Drydon  thiKt  the;r  should  give  encouragement  to 
tenants  to  apply  large  quantities  of  lime  to  the  land ;  of  course 
it  must  first  be  drained.  He  quite  agreed  with  Mr.  Piydon 
that  many  of  the  rough,  peaty  soils  would  not  pay  for  drain- 
ing without  liming  afterwards,  and  it  ought  to  be  one  of  the  sti- 
pulations of  the  landlords  that  if  he  agreed  to  drain  the  land 
the  tenant  should,  with  some  help,  or  by  other  sgreements, 
lay  the  lime  upon  it.  With  respect  to  the  liming  of  tillage 
land,  he  said  that  every  twelve  years  liming  he  found  to  be 
profitable.  It  had  been  said—he  did  not  know  whether  there 
was  any  truth  in  it  or  not — ^that  lime  bound  light  land  and 
loosened  heavy  land.  He  was  not  aware  whether  Mr.  Catche- 
side or  any  other  person  could  bring  proof  that  such  was 
really  the  case.  He  could  not  himself  bring  any  proof  of  its 
truth,  but  it  used  to  be  an  old  saying  in  the  country.  When 
he  was  first  a  farmer  there  were  no  superphosphates  to  apply 
to  land,  and  he  should  very  much  like  Mr.  Catcheside  to  ex- 
plain whether,  if  a  large  quantity  of  superphosphate,  say  ten 
cwt,  were  put  on  tillage  land  during  four  vears,  it  was  neces- 
sary that  so  much  carbonate  of  lime  should  be  expended  upon 
it  also.  As  for  the  lime  destroving  moss  and  coarse  grass,  he 
thought  lime  always  had  a  aestructive  effect  upon  coarse 
grass  and  caused  the  growth  of  finer  grasses.  He  had  seen 
ground  limestone,  or  at  least  limestone  from  the  roads,  laid  in 
earlv  days  down  upon  the  heather  for  convenienoe  in  carting 
to  tne  kiln,  and  whenever  it  had  thus  lain  for  two  or  three 
years,  and  the  nound  had  got  some  little  dust  from  iL  wliite 
clover  invariably  grew  ever  after.  How  to  account  for  this 
he  did  not  know.  The  clover  was  not  growing  previously 
among  the  heather  or  it  would  have  been  seen,  but  ho  sup- 
posed the  seeds  of  the  grass  must  have  been  lying  there  unde- 
veloped till  the  arrival  of  the  lime  had  assisted  them  to  ger- 
minate. 

The  Chaielman  :  I  have  heard  the  farmers  say  the  seeds 
were  in  the  limestone,  and  burning  in  the  kiln  brought  it  out 
(laughter). 

Mr.  M.  Smith  said  gas  lime  was  a  substance 
which  he  liad  used  for  many  years,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
that  it  was  a  valuable  manure  if  properly  applied.  It  was 
sometimes,  however,  not  properly  applied ;  ana  he  recollected 
many  years  ago  the  secretary  of  a  gas  company,  who,  thinkinc 
that  if  the  lime  was  beneficial  to  another  it  might  be  beneficial 
to  him  as  well,  laid  it  down  on  his  field  in  small  heaps  before 
spreading  it,  and  then  found  that  where  the  heaps  had  lain 
years  elapsed  bdbre  even  the  grass  grew  at  all.  He  concurred 
with  Mr.  Drvden  that  lime  was  very  beneficial  to  newly- 
broken  soils,  for  wherever  organic  matter  had  lain  for  centuries 
undisturbed  it  required  Ume  to  bring  it  to  life.  It  was  not, 
however,  until  it  came  in  contact  with  water  or  dew,  and  was 
dissolved,  that  plants  were  enabled  to  take  it  up.  When  lime 
was  laid  on  to  land  whidi  had  been  ploughed  for  forty  or  fifty 
years,  and  from  which,  therefore,  aU  the  organic  matter  had 
disappeared,  the  application  of  lime  only  made  the  soil  poorer 
than  before.  For  such  land  as  that,  bones,  phosphate,  or 
manure  were  necessary,  and  would  do  much  more  benefit,  at 
much  less  expense.  Lime,  as  Mr.  Diyden  had  remarked,  was 
a  proper  top-dressing  to  follow  draining,  but  it  ought  not  to 
be  immediately  used,  because,  if  it  were,  a  heavy  rain  would 
wash  it  into  the  drains,  and  perhaps  choke  them  up.  He 
gave  instances  of  the  value  of  lime  as  a  dressing,  and  said,  in 
conclusion,  that  it  was  merelv  a  matter  of  opinion  whether 
compost  or  hot  lime  should  have  the  preference.  If  tiiey 
would  take  a  ton  or  half  a  ton  of  gas-lime  and  sow  it  on  the 
land,  it  would  destroy  far  more  insects  and  do  as  much  good 
as  five  or  six  tons  of  lime  applied  in  the  same  wsy. 

The  Chairmak  said  what  Mr.  Catcheside  had  told  them, 
nobody  could,  he  thought,  contradict.  The  information  to  be 
derived  from  the  experience  of  people  in  liminff  was  of  veij 
great  value,  and  the  example  mentioned  bv  Mr.  Drydon  it 
would  be  well  if  people  in  this  country  would  follow.  In  this 
country  thousanoa  of  acres  of  land  had  been  improved  by 
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draining  and  liming  to  an  extent  almott  incredible  by  people 
who  had  not  had  eiperienoe  of  it.  He  did  not  quite  ne  the 
poiBt  in  the  diaeunon  whieh  Mr.  Biydon  alloded  to.  He  did 
not  think  an^  of  the  land  which  they  wanted  to  dnin  had  any 
gronte  npon  it.  limin*  was,  in  hit  opinion,  opite  nieleia  on 
wet  land ;  bnt  he  oonia  not  agree  with  Mr.  Smith,  to  leate 
the  land  four  yean  without  liming  ajRer  draining.  He  had 
always  besn  in  a  hnrry  to  lime  it  imme^tdy,  ana  in  his  ei- 
perienee  that  sjrstem  always  did  the  greatest  possible  good  to 
land.  The  drains  mnst  be  ?ery  shallow  where  the  lime  wonld 
wash  away  by  being  pnt  on  as  soon  as  the  draining  was  com- 
pleted, fift  had  no  experience  of  gas  lime,  and  had  never 
tried  it,  bat  it  might  be  that  the  smell  of  the  solphnietted 
hydrogen  acted  like  the  mnek  which  a  friend,  who  sent  him 
some  splendid  tiolets,  told  him  to  nse  fteely,  saying  the  wone 
the  smell  whieh  went  into  the  nonnd  the  better  the  odonr 
which  came  ont.  Mr.  Catehe8ide\  paper  wonld,  he  was  sore, 
not  onhr  do  others  good  when  they  heard  it  read,  bnt  wonld  be 
eren  of  more  advantage  aiterwards,  when  they  had  it  printed 
in  their  hands,  and  took  it,  as  they  should  do,  home  to  read. 
He  should  adrise  all  the  members  of  the  dub  to  read  it  care- 
ftilly  at  home,  by  which  thc^  mi^ht  learn  both  the  chemical 
and  mechanical  uses  of  it,  with  hints  how  to  employ  it  to  the 
best  advantage,  a  very  important  knowledge  when  the  great 
expenditure  for  lime  was  taken  into  considention.  If  half 
the  money  spent  on  lime  would  do  as  well  as  the  whole  sum, 
it  was  much  better  to  spend  the  smaller  amount  and  keep  the 
remainder  in  their  pockets.  While  thus  spoiking  of  the  bene- 
fits which  oonld  be  obtained  from  the  nse  of  Ume,  he  must  sst 
that  in  his  own  experience  knd  had  often  been  overlimed. 
He  had  seen  this  done  by  farmers  who  had  not  much  capital 
and  did  not  wish  to  employ  what  they  had,  and  who  thought 
tSiat  bT  liming  they  might  screw  a  little  more  out  of  the 
hmd  than  they  could  get  before,  whereas  the  application  of 
good  manure  would  have  produced  much  better  results. 

Mr.  Shith,  in  refuting  the  objections  of  the  Chairman  to 
his  views  npon  the  time  which  should  elapse  between  draining 
and  liming,  said,  that  if  they  would  lav  lime  npon  land  newly 
fhrnishedwith  drains  four  feet  deep,  it  would  be  found  that 
the  water  came  out  quite  white,  and  if  they  dug  down  lime 
would  be  found  at  the  bottom  of  the  dndn. 

The  Qembmas  said  he  nndentood  that  this  might  be  the 
ease  where  lime  was  put  on  immediatd^,  but  where  the  land 
was  worked  and  fallowed,  and  the  lime  spread  on  the  Mow, 
he  did  not  see  why  it  would  be  any  more  likely  to  wash  away 
in  the  first  year  than  in  any  other. 

Mr.  Catchsids  :  He  was  afraid  he  should  call  fbrth  the 
indignation  and  scorn  of  the  various  gas  companies  in  the 
neighbonrhood  for  obstructing  the  s  Je  of  their  gas  lime. 
He  knew  he  would  not  have  a  wheelbarrowfU  on  any  land  he 
had,  firom  the  effects  he  had  seen  it  produce  on  otner  land. 
With  respect  to  sowing  it  on  the  surface,  he  coidd  not  believe, 
in  fact  he  was  positively  certain,  that  sowing  ten  hundred 
weight  of  gas  Ume  or  manure  of  anv  description,  would  have 
no  effect  compared  with  six  tons  of  ume.  There  might  be  as 
much  soluble  matter  taken  into  tiie  land  for  the  first  year,  but 
in  after  years  it  would  not  be  seen.  A  good  deal  of 
sulphide  of  lime  existed  in  gas  fime,  and  he  had  frequently 
noticed  the  sulphur  smell  rising  from  it  miles  away. 
Bnt  the  question  of  the  application  of  lime  after  draining 
seemed  to  be  the  main  point  in  the  discussion.  If  Mr. 
Smith's  argument  was  true  that  it  was  no  use  applying  lime 
until  four  years  had  passed  awav,  the  land  did  not,  he  thought, 
require  it  at  all.  If  four  veanr  crops  could  be  got  out  of  it, 
draining,  not  lime,  was  the  proper  remedy  for  it,  and  the 
one  which  ought  to  have  been  employed,  and  it  would  have 
Brown  just  as  well  without  lime  if  it  had  not  been  drained. 
The  best  method  of  proceeding  was  to  drain  the  land,  work  it, 
and  then  apply  the  lime  on  the  fallow  as  Mr.  Orey  had  said. 
He  thought  it  would  be  discovered  that  loose  soils,  only  once 
limed,  wonld  receive  permanent  benefit.  The  lime  would  not 
be  washed  into  the  drains  if  it  was  properW  sprmd  over  the 
sur&oe,  for  the  amount  of  space  occupied  by  the  drains  was 
a  mere  minimum  compared  with  the  area  of  the  surface 
between  them.  The  water  might  come  out  white— indeed  he 
had  seen  water  thus  come  out  himself,  bnt  he  did  not  think 
that  if  Ume  was  properly  laid  on  it  wonld  ever  block  up  the 
drain.  He  was  very  glad  that  Mr.  Harle  had  saved  him 
trouble  of  explaining  the  destmction  of  the  moss.  It  was  the 
accepted  view  that  the  mosses  derived  the  chief  source  of  their 


strength  from  the  sand,  and  by  its  AaitnKialien  the  aiiiaie 
was  earriedawayand  divided  among  other  pbmtB,aBd  the  aohihk 
siUeate  entered  into  the  stnetore  of  the  presses.  Withtaped 

that  more 


t  every  farmer  would  find  ont  the  best  mode  tDoaii 
)wn  particular  fkrm.  Thenf  were  ge^og  a  Kttle  of 
>  the  artificial  manure  department,  but  he  vodi 
was  his  firm  conviction  that  the  effect  of  sitikil 


to  the  white  dover,  he  was  told  only  tiiat  moningof  se 
at  Allendale,  where  land  sitoatedneer  the  eoiunon,  whieh  lud 
been  aoenstomed  to  grow  nothing  but  heather,  on  being  dniied 
and  Umed,  had  yielded  a  first-rate  crop  of  whits  dam.  He 
remembered  a  case  at  a  farm  at  whieh  he  was  Hving  whmi 
similar  instance  oecnrred,  the  white  dover  having  gron 
wherever  the  heaps  of  Ume  had  been  deposited  on  the  fieU. 
The  encouragement  by  landlords  of  Uming  had  been  ibned, 
and  had  led  to  the  expenditure  of  thousands  of  ponndi  in  pn- 
viding  lime  where  it  was  not  required.  He  eonld  hiudf 
point  out  farms  where  this  had  been  done.  Mr.  Cilcbeaib 
then  advocated  the  emptoyment  of  small  doses  at  short  intv- 
Tals,  rather  than  of  huge  ones  at  bug  dirtanoes  of  time.  Tk 
authorities  he  had  quoted  were  Mr.  ScoU  Bora  kA  Mr. 
Stevens,  but  every  farmer  would  find  ont  the  best  mode  jdmeK 
to  suit  his  own  1     "    '     '  ""'  ^       ''"'"  "* 

the  line  into  the 
say  that  it  was  L 

manures  lasted  only  one  year.  If  the  land  wss  dosed  v^ 
superphosphates  on  a  wet  year  (iie  manure  would  sil  be  tiha 
away,  while,  if  the  soil  received  it  in  a  dry  year,  it  would  4) 
harm  to  the  land,  because  the  manures  were  to  be  s«l iti 
certain  time.  Mr.  Catehende  condnded  with  some  obam- 
tions  upon  artificial  maanres. 

Mr.  Tsorm  said  that  his  brother's  tnmipi  had  nfaed 
much  from  the  attacks  of  grubs,  until,  acting  upon  hii  sdrice,  k 
put  a  Uttle  lime  round  each  plant  on  the  third  time  of  aoviif, 
and  the  result  was  that,  though  two  previous  loti  hsd  bm 
destn^ed  of  this  one,  not  a  single  tnmip  went  wrong.  Hir- 
ing himsdf  taken  some  of  these  grubs  nome  and  kept  tbea, 
thev  turned  into  black  **  docks." 

Votes  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Catchnde  and  the  Chsiman  vere 
then  passed,  and  the  proceedings  came  to  an  end. 

THE  USE  OF  THE  GENTflAL  OHAMBBB 
OF  AGEIOULTUBB. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  West  Biding  Chamber  of  Asricoltaic, 
hdd  at  Wakefield.  Mr.  J.  B.  Charlesworth,^  Hatieid 
Hall,  presiding,  a  conversation  took  plaee  npos  tbe 
determination  of  the  insurance  companies  to  compel  ail  ue 
Uve  and  dead  stock  and  produce  of  a  farm  to  be  iaiored  to 

the  -     --       -     - '- 

loss 

the ... ,^^ ,, 

£dOO,  no  matter  what  the  valne  of  the  stock,  he  noeiTed  the 
full  amount  of  insurance  in  the  event  of  suffering  ^  ^^ 
extent;  but  now  if  he  insures  for  £300,  and  his  farm  u  «?» 
£600,     the    insurance   companies   wiU    only   rMor 
him  to  the  extent  of  three-fifths  of  the  damage.   No  i 
tion  was  submitted  npon  the  subject.      Mr.  T.  C. 
proposed   that   Mr.   Morrison    be   the   Chamber'i  i^ 
sentative  at  the  meeting  of  the  Central  Chamber,  to  be  hdd  a 
London  on  the  4th  October  next.    Mr.  Monison  mid  » 
should  not  have  the  slightest  olgeetiontobeingffnttoJ^*' 
don,  but  he  confessed  he  objected  to  the  Central  Chamter,  b^ 
cause  he  did  not  think  it  had  expressed  the  opinion*  of  to"" 
during  the  Ust  twdve  months.    The  chairmaa  nid  tbit  ve 
probably  the  fiiuit  of  the  Chambers  themsdves  in  not  taOM 
delegates  to  the  meeting.    Mr.  Morrison  said  the  Cartni 
Chamber  was  not  composed  of  ddesates  from  ^J^"^ 
Chambers  throughont  the  kingdom,  out  was  a  «^«*^  ^ 
distinct    body    which   permitted    ddegates  to  >^f^!* 
meetings.     l!he   secretair  was   glad   that   Mr.  Uffi»« 
had  consented  to    attend    the    Central  Chamber,  betfw 
he  thought   he   wonld  find  gentlemen  premat  who  va« 
fiiUy  alive  to  the  interests  of  fivmers.    Mr.  Mwnioa  mid  » 
doubt  some  of  the  members  individually  weie,  hsjM*^' 
he  did  not  think  that  the  Chamber  had  had  mnch  mj««; 
npon  legialation.    The  alterations  whieh  hsd  heea  miKi  i«: 
stead  of  benefiting  ^the  farmer,  had  only  bemi  the  »««  » 
making  fresh  imposte.    The  secretary  mdd  those  impoit>v(>J» 
have  been  much  heavier  had  it  not  been  for  the  scbm  «  »J 
Central  Chamber;  and  Mr.  Woidsworth  mud  ^«^2^ 
never  exert  proper  influence  nntai  they  willed  W^^JJE 
Mr.  Morrison  having  consented  to  in^^^.^'j^^lw. 
position  of  thefiirmer  at  the  next  meeting,the  prooeedmgto^ 
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At  the  first  meeting  for  the  season  of  this  dnb,  Mr. 
SpooirxR,  of  Ealing,  Southampton,  delivered  an  address  on 
"the  Principles  inTolved  in  the  Breeding  of  Stock."  There 
was  a  Terr  good  attendance ;  the  chair  being  taken  by  tiie 
president  for  the  year,  Mr.  Sentt»  of  Bere  Aegis. 

Mr.  Spooner  said :  Throoghont  the  whole  range  of  creation 
there  is  nothing  perhaps  which  strikes  the  mind  of  the  student 
of  Nature  with  greater  force  than  the  wonderfnl  prorision  made 
for  the  presenration  and  snstentation  of  animal  life.  There  is 
no  spot  so  barren  but  what  some  vegetation  appears,  and 
wherever  this  is  the  case  animal  life  in  some  form  corres^nds 
with  the  supply  of  food.  Provision  is  made  for  maintaining 
and  angmenting  the  species  far  beyond  the  sopply  of  food,  and 
thas  the  struggle  of  life  goes  on ;  the  weakest  goes  to  the 
wall,  and  the  stronnst  propagate  their  kind.  This  phenomenon 
has  been  termed  Dy  Mr.  Darwin  "natural  selection,'*  which 
term,  however,  does  not  cany  with  it  its  own  solution,  but 
demands  lome  little  explanation.  Not  only  is  the  surface  of 
the  earth  instinct  with  animal  existence,  but  even  the  very  air 
we  breathe  is  full  of  the  germs  of  animal  or  vegetable  Ufe 
ever  ready  and  ever  seeking  the  proper  niches  to  enable  it  to 
increase  and  multiply.  The  theory  of  spontaneous  generation 
which  has  been  so  long  and  so  vigorously  maintained,  and 
which  from  time  to  time  appeared  to  be  supported  by  phenomena 
which  could  scarcely  be  disputed,  and  could  not  weU  be  other- 
wise explained,  has  at  length  received  its  quietus,  and  has 
yielded  to  the  fkcts  developea  by  modern  research,  and  the  old 
doctrine,  *'Omne  ex  ovo,*'  has  been  proved  to  be  sound. 
Decaving  substances  are  soon  peopled  with  animal  life,  but 
this  does  not  take  place  provided  all  contact  with  external  air 
is  prevented ;  nor  does  it  result  if  the  air  to  which  it  is  exposed 
has  been  first  deprived  of  all  its  germs  by  means  of  fire.  It 
would  appear  as  if  the  same  scientific  truths  whii^  modem 
discoveries  had  brought  to  light  were  believed  in  with  such 
absolute  proof  years  ago ;  for  Hudibras  wrote : 

•'Great  fieas  have  Uttle  fleas 

Upon  their  backs  to  bite  tliem ; 
And  little  fleas  have  lesser  ones, 
Soon,'adinflnitBm.*" 

**  Like  hegets  like**  is  an  axiom  that  cannot  be  disputed,  and 
examples  are  continually  met  with,  showing  how  ty|>es  are 
handed  down  from  father  to  son^  and  from  generation  to 
generation;  and  yet,  as  propagation  is  effected  by  parents 
verjr  dissimilar  from  each  other,  there  are  causes  in  operation 
which  result  quite  as  mudi  in  diversifying  the  race  as  in 
handing  down  the  types  from  one  age  to  another  ;  so  that  we 
may  be  probably  cornsct  in  sayug  that  no  ungle  individual  is 
the  precise  counterpart  of  one  gone  before.  What  then  is  this 
vital  union,  or  rather  what  is  it  notP  It  is  not  then  a  merely 
mechanical  union  like  the  combination  of  spirit  and  water,  or 
the  composition  of  the  atmospheric  air.  It  is  not  chemical 
union  whioh,  by  the  combination  of  two  substanees,'produces 
a  body  totally  different  from  either  of  the  elementary  bodies, 
such  for  example  as  water— the  product  of  the  combination  of 
two  gases,  oxygen  and  hydrogen.  Vital  union  is  probably  partlv 
mechanical  and  slightly  analogous  to  chemical  union,  but,  dif- 
fering materially  from  either,  undoubtedlv  «m  gtnerit.  Each 
parent  possesses  certain  peculiarities,  but  by  no  means  in  equal 
proportions,  and  there  are  no  fixed  ndes  enablins[  us  to  judge 
precisely  what  the  effect  will  be  of  certain  combinations,  but 
yet  there  are  certain  truths,  or  rules,  although  abounding 
with  exceptions,  which  careful  observation  has  detected  and 
recorded.  Of  these  the  first  in  importance  is  the  infiuence 
exerdsed  by  either  parent  on  the  offspring.  When  the 
influence  of  one  is  apreater  than  the  other,  tne  term  prepoteuoj 
is  used  to  denote  the  superior  influence.  And  although  this 
prepotent  may  belong  to  either  parent,  yet  in  the  minority 
of  instances,  so  far  as  external  form  goes,  it  belong  to  the 
male.  This  is  partly  owins  to  the  fact  that  the  vital  fime- 
tionsy  the  internal  frame,  aud  the  central  and  nervous  systems, 
which  are  unseen,  more  frcqnentW  follow  the  female,  whilst 
the  more  visible  features,  sucn  as  tne  external  form,  the  skin, 


the  back,  and  hind  quarters,  the  size  and  general  shape  is 
generally  influenced  by  the  male  parent.  Sometimes  the  very 
opposite  is  the  case,  and  then  the  female  is  said  to  be  pre- 
potent [Illustrations  of  the  truth  of  the  above  remarks  were 
then  given  by  the  lecturer,  in  cases  where  the  male  animal 
was  superior  in  size  and  weight  to  the  female,  in  horses  and 
sheep  of  different  breeds,  in  cattle,  and  the  Manx  cat.]  In  the 
human  race  a  tall  family  was  often  the  progeny  of  a  tall  hus- 
band and  short  wife.  Sometimes  the  opposite  alliance  pro- 
duced the  same  result,  and  sometimes  part  of  the  family  were 
tall  and  the  other  part  short ;  but  it  is  scarcely  ever  the  case 
that  a  mean  or  average  size  resulted  from  the  union  of  parents 
of  opposite  statures.  That  the  constitution,  temper,  and 
mental  condition  more  frequently  follows  the  female  parent,  is 

Snerally  adinowledged ;  and  it  is  considered  as  essential  to 
e  production  of  a  clever  family  that  the  mother  should  be 
distinguished  by  mental  gifts.  It  is  well  worthy  of  notice, 
the  astonishing  manner  in  which  peculiarities  and  predisposi- 
tions to  disease  is  propagated,  although  such  predisposition 
may  not  manifest  itseu  till  a  ffood  portion  of  a  life-time  is 
passed  away.  An  hereditarv  disease  or  peculiarity  appears 
perhaps  at  about  the  a|;e  of  60,  and  not  before,  and  yet  the 
germ  of  predisposition  mherited  firom  the  parent  must  have 
existed  all  this  period.  [The  lecturer  then  proceeded  to  speak 
on  Reversion,  a  term  which,  he  remarked,  was  given  to  that 
well-known  phenomena  of  certain  peculiarities  disappearing 
in  one  generation  and  re-appeanng  in  the  next,  or 
subsequently.]  It  was  this  fact  that,  with  animals 
when  the  first  cross  had  proved  eminently  successful,  a 
continuation  of  the  cross-bred  animals  has  by  means  of  re- 
version caused  all  sorts  of  incongruous  results  to  crop  out,  so 
as  greatly  to  disgust  the  would-be  improver.  So  strongly  has 
this  been  felt  by  many  breeders,  that  they  have  condemned 
crossing  altogether  except  for  purposes  of  the  butcher,  or  con- 
fined to  the  first  cross.  Indeeo,  at  one  time  this  was  the  lead- 
ing doctrine  of  the  most  prominent  men  belongbg  to  our 
agricultural  societies,  who  clung  with  superstitious  tenacity  to 
the  doctrine  of  puriW  of  blood,  believing  it  to  be  the  ark  in 
which  alone  true  niety  was  to  be  found.  Time  was  when 
prizes  were  only  given  to  three  breeds  of  sheep  supposed  to  be 

Sure.  Now  what  do  we  see  P  Improved  Hampsnire  Downs, 
hropshires,  New  Oxfordshires,  and  others,  all  from  cross- 
bred parentage,  but  non-recognued  as  distinct  breeds,  and  all 
considered  worthy  of  prizes  and  of  encouragement.  These 
breeds  may  be  conrideied  as  the  successful  results  of  crossing, 
soentificaUy  and  practically  carried  out,  and  although,  no  doubt, 
contemporaneously  with  these  successful  examples,  many  others 
have  been  made  wnich  have  ended  in  failure,  yet  we  cannot  shut 
our  eyes  to  the  finct  that  new  and  distinct  breeds  have  been  thus 
created,  and  have  been  so  perfected  by  rigorous  weeding  that  they 
require  no  further  crossing,  but  only  careful  selection,  andmay 
now  justly  take  rank  as  dutinct  breeds.  Although  there  was 
no  reason  to  doubt  but  that  the  Southdown  is  a  pure  breed, 
greatly  improved  by  selection,  yet  the  Leicester  breed  was 
raised  by  crossing  in  the  first  place.  It  was  as  essential  to 
have  the  best  and  purest  parenta^  on  the  one  side  as  the 
other.  The  Hampshire  and  Wiltshire  Downs  origmally  were 
large,  bony,  uncouth  dieep,  with  horns,  which  ktter  were  got 
rid  of  by  means  of  Sussex  rams,  but  still  remained  a  very 
useful  though  coarse  sheep,  till  Mr.  Humphrey  commenced 
his  improvement  some  Uuity  years  ago  by  means  of  two  of 
Mr.  Jonas  Webb*s  prize  Southdown  rams,  from  which 
were  descended  all  the  rams  he  afterwards  used  or  let,  al- 
though he  replenished  his  fiock  and  maintained  his  bize  by 
oocasiond  purchases  of  ewes.  This  improvement  has  been 
carried  out  with  the  greatest  success  by  Mr.  James  BAwlence 
and  others.  The  Oxfordshire  breed  is  the  result  of  the  cross  of 
the  Cotswold  ram  with  the  Hampshire  Down  ewe.  The  Shrop* 
shire  is  indebted  to  both  South  Down  and  Leicester  for  the 
improved  breed  of  sheep  recognized  under  tliis  name.  Thus, 
wiUiout  diaparaginjg  the  effects  of  those  who  have  devoted  their 
attention  to  the  improvement  of  pure  breeds,  some  of  whom 
he  was  glad  to  see  present  this  evening,  whose  exertions  were 
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worthy  of  the  highest  praise,  yet  all  must  acknowledge  the 
great  tocoess  that  has  attended  the  establishment  of  the  breeds 
He  had  mentioned.  Indeed,  he  considered  that  more  skill  and 
more  science  had  been  shown  bv  the  breeders  of  sheep  than  by 
the  breeders  of  an}  other  kind  of  animals.  A  certain  want 
had  been  felt,  and  breeders  set  about  to  supply  the  want, 
whether  it  was  greater  size,  earlier  maturity,  or  larger  or  finer 
wool :  and  when  the  want  was  supplied  and  the  breed  estab- 
lished, further  crossbg  had,  for  the  most  part,  been  discon- 
tinued. The  Royal  Agricultural  Society,  not  leading,  but  fall- 
ing in  with  the  improvement,  greatly  aided  and  extended  the 
moTement  But  whilst  this  was  the  case  with  sheep,  it  was 
Ikr  otherwise  with  horses.  With  the  exception  of  cart  horses, 
the  breed  of  wliich  had  certainly  been  greatly  improved  by  the 
encouragement  given  by  the  Royal  and  other  Societies,  he  con- 
sidered that  other  useful  breeds  would  have  been  better  if 
these  Societies  had  never  existed ;  but  to  this  he  would  refer 
again  before  he  concluded.  Crossing  had  been  adopted  with 
great  success  with  pigs,  for,  although  certain  distinct  breeds 
had  long  been  known,  such  as  the  Berkshire,  Yorkshire,  and 
Sussex,  yet  it  would  be  somewhat  difficult  to  mve  a  correct 
nomenclature  to  all  the  different  breeds.  The  Royal  Society 
have  long  since  fallen  back  on  the  distinction  of  "  Urge  and 
small,"  **  white  and  black**  pigs.  It  would  ahnost  appear  that 
the  rule  with  regard  to  nigs  must  have  been  derived  from 
Shakespeare,  who  in  "  Macbeth,'*  in  the  incantation  of  the 
witches,  says : 

"  Bubble,  bubble,  toU  and  trouble ; 

Fire  bum  and  cauldron  bubble. 
Black  spirits  and  white. 

Blue  spirits  and  grey, 
Mingle,  min^e,  mingle, 

Ye  that  mingle  may.** 

So  with  pigs  it  may  be  said  to  have  been— 

Bbok  pig[8  and  white. 

Blue  pi^  and  grey. 
Mingle,  ming^le,  mingle. 

Ye  that  mingle  may. 

In-and-in  breeding  had  been  more  successful  with  horned 
cattle  than  with  any  other  animals,  and  with  the  Shorthorns 
it  appeared  to  have  been  followed  out  without  those  olqe^on- 
able  results  which  were  often  considered  to  attend  the  prac- 
tice. These  objections  were  a  disposition  to  barrenness,  a 
want  of  vigour,  and  the  increase  of  tnoee  diseases  to  which  the 
parents  are  most  liable.  In  the  human  subject  it  was  con- 
sidered— and  with  good  reason — that  the  alliance  of  near  re- 
lations was  conducive  to  scrofula,  insanity,  and  barrenness. 
The  trutli  appeared  to  be  that  certain  diseases  and  peculiarities 
were  hereditary  in  particular  families,  which  by  alliance  with 
relations  became  two-fold  increased,  whilst  by  alliance  with 
other  families  not  liable  to  such  diseases  there  was  a  fair 
chance  of  the  defects  in  question  being  crossed  out.  With 
cattle,  and  with  Shorthorn  cattle  more  particularly,  bv  employ- 
ing healthy  parents,  possessing  great  excellencv  and  few  ir  any 
ddects,  the  benefits  of  the  latter  have  been  xept  up  vrithout 
the  evils  which  have  so  frequently  followed  the  practice,  and 
thus  we  have  the  celebrated  Duchess  and  other  families  handed 
down  in  unrivalled  periection.  In  no  breed  of  animals  have 
the  females  been  so  highly  estimated,  which  is  shown  by  the 
remarkable  sums  given  for  the  best  cows  at  the  leading  sales. 
One  interesting  fact  is  well  illustrated  in  the  breeding  of  cattle 
— riz.,  the  power  of  transmitting  the  milking,  or  fenude  quali- 
ties, by  means  of  the  male,  which  must  therefore  have  pos- 
sessed the  germs  of  those  qualities  belonging  to  the  opposite 
sex.  This  was  well  shown  by  the  Aldemey  bull,  which  was  as 
important  as  the  cow  in  transmitting  ricn  millnng  qualities. 
Mr.  Spooner  thought,  however,  it  was  rather  to  be  regretted 
that  in  giring  premiums  for  cattle  more  attention  had  not  been 
paid  to  the  milking  qualifications,  but  the  purposes  of  the 
Duteher  had  alone  been  regarded.  Thus  while  some  of  the  old 
milking  breeds  have  almost  died  out,  their  places  have  been 
supplied  by  cross-bred  and  mongrel  animals  to  a  very  lar^ 
extent,  it  being  considered  in  many  instances  that  for  dairy 
pnrpoees  pure-bred  animals  vrere  not  so  profitable,  more  par- 
tiemarly  on  moderate  pastures.  With  regard  to  horses,  all 
must  agree  that  the  difficulty  of  suitably  mounting  a  welter 
vreight  is  peater  than  ever,  and  it  is  also  an  acknowledged 
Cut  that  it  is  more  difficult  than  ever  to  proride  remounts 


for  the  cavalry  and  ariiUery.  Why  should  this  be  the  ««, 
when  it  is  well  known  that  a  good  animal  costs  no  more  to 
keep  or  to  rear  than  a  bad  one,  and  that  such  vast  sans 
have  been  expended  in  breeding  from  thoronsh-bxed  honei? 
He  well  remembered  the  horsea  that  nsed  to  be  cast  sad  soH 
out  of  the  cavalry  and  artillery  some  thirty  years  sgo,  and 
how  immeasurably  inferior  were  the  cast  hones  of  the  ptesest 
day.  He  had  occasion  to  look  over  a  lot  of  hones  thm  c^ 
a  very  few  years  since,  and  there  was  not  one  in  twenty  kl 
what  was  faulty  in  structure,  or  had  some  hereditaiy  defect*. 
Why  vras  this  the  case,  but  because  it  had  become  st  lint  \k 
convenience,  and  then  the  custom,  to  use  broken-down  rsK 
horses  alone  for  stallions  for  getting  saddle  horses,  wlucfe 
fashion  the  Royal  and  other  Agricultural  Societies,  insteidof 
opposing  had  done  their  utmost  to  enoonrage.  A  cutaia  k* 
had  set  themselves  up  as  law  makers  in  this  respect,  ud  :i 
total  abnegation  of  the  principles  ot  science  and  pkjsiok^ 
except  such  as  were  derived  from  the  training  stable,  sad  Ukt 
have  ventured  to  proclaim  certain  dogmas  which  others  hi<e 
been  weak  enough  to  regard  like  the  laws  of  the  Medw  uj 
Persians.  These  dogmas  were  that  pure  Wood  must  be  bj 
on  one  side,  and  that  side  the  male,  and  that  thorom-W 
horses  alone  possessed  it.  But  to  thia  he  replied,  lit,  Tbit  I7 
using  thorough-bred  horses  for  successive  yean,  in  the  come 
of  ten  generations  they  would  have  only  about  one  thoosiMtt 
part  of  the  original  breed  left,  from  which  th^  derived  tter 
iwne  and  substance,  their  constitution  and  digestive  orpc- 
2nd,  That  the  female  was  as  important  as  the  male  ia  bnei- 
ing.  3rd,  That  principles  that  had  proved  so  saocesrfal  vitj 
sheep  and  other  animals  would  prove  equally  sttceessnil  w» 
horses.  Thus  after  trying  to  get  superior  hones,  in  s  w 
generations  the  animals  became  weedy  and  depneniad,  ud 
we  were  obliged  to  begin  again,  starting,  perhapi,  fn»  »* 
plough  tail.  He  had  no  wish  to  underrate  the  good  qoidito 
of  blood  horses,  but  freely  acknowledged  that  no  oUier  la  t^ 
universe  possessed  so  much  speed  and  endunnoe,  or  coolb 
make  such  extraordinary  muscular  efforts,  or  whoie  aerrso 
and  vital  systems  were  more  wonderfully  devdoped,  or  onM 
better  transmit  their  good  quaUties;  but  at  the  aasie tiv 
thev  were  bad  doers,  were  narrow  and  small  in  the  orew, 
and  deficient  in  bone,  requiring  large  quantities  of  the  b»* 
nutritious  food,  and  were,  from  their  thin  skin,  veiy  ssie^ 


ble  of  cold,  and  incapable  of  standing  tiie  rough  tniw 
and  rigoun  of  a  campaign.    The^  original  parents,  Btf»  » 


Arabsrfirst  intiodnoei  in  the  reigns  of  James  and  Chute, 
were  amall  animals,  about  14  hands,  and  the  size  of  tbev  o^ 
scendantB  has  been  obtained  by  high  feeding  from  their  eaiJiBjL 
There  is  thus  a  perpetual  tendency  to  reversion,  psraengg 
when  excessive  feeding  is  not  adopted.  HewouM.tteOTe. 
in  conclusion,  with  a  view  to  remedy  these  evils,  njggP^  * 
following  plans:  As  in  consequence  of  the  ^J*'"?^ 
ment  hitherto  pven  by  the  leading  Societies,  it  woott  » 
pay  private  individuals  or  companies  to  estabwa  1^ 
scheme  for  the  improvement  of  ordinary  saddle  ^«*''^^ 
must  be  done  by  the  Government,  or  the  sid  of  JM 
State ;  and  fint  he  recommended  the  doing  swi?  ^^ 
Queen's  plates,  which,  however  useful  in  past  days  for  iapnj 
ing  the  breed  of  horses,  vrere  no  looser  of  any  utihtr.  !« 
Turf,  he  thought,  could  take  care  of  itself,  end  the  moat} 
might  be  devoted  to  a  national  purpose,  viz.,  the  eacoeBg- 
ment  of  the  breeding  of  cavalry  and  other  usefol  *»<''»** 
condly,  Government  stud  farms  should  be  estabhihsd,  not  • 
much  for  the  breeding  of  weight-carrying  huutsn  •m,«25 
horses  as  for  the  breeding  of  horses  and  mares  cikaWwis 
produce  them.  Hampton  Court  might  well  lead  the  »ay  0 
thia  respect.  It  would  be  fkr  better  than  keeping  it  tp » 
play  second  fiddle  to  Mr.  Blenkiron.  There  migbt  sto  b« 
half-a-dozen  other  Government  studs  in  suitable  psrt«,SBdw 
loss  on  these  farms  would  be  but  HtUe,  and  «wld  soon  beK- 
paid  by  the  better  supply  and  cheaper  cost  of  B«5"J5 
and  valuable  horses,  manv  of  which  would  n^ke  IW-c»J 
hunters,  and  others  valuable  horses  for  cavaUr,  artillwy,  f» 
harness  purposes.  All  faulty  animals  should  of  eonns" 
weeded  out  annually.  The  greater  part  of  the  »«»■£' 
be  sold  in  foal,  and  the  beat  of  the  young  k««»,^i«w»- 
He  verily  beUeved  that  if  some  sneh  plan  were  adopted,  «  « 
few  yean  they  would  be  able  to  mount  the  ea?rfiT  » Jg 
ought  to  be  mounted,  and  supply  the  <»«»*7  •'^IJAtW 
horses  for  all  nurposes,  in  nlaee  of  the  'W"*™*  Jfjff _!„. 
now  abounded.    The  stud  farms  in  difliBrentptttseftw*^ 
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try,  to  aecompliiU  the  endi  in  view»  should  be  farnished  with 
at  least: 

1st.   One  thorooghbred  staUion,  the  most  calcnlated  to 
get  weight-canying  hanters  and  saddle  hones,  with  suitable 


2nd.  One  seven-flighth-bred  stAllion  ditto. 

Srd.  One  or  more  thiee-fonrths-bred  staUion. 

4ih.  One  or  more  half-bred  ditto. 

These  stallions  to  be  aTailable  for  the  neighbouring  farmers 
as  veil  as  for  the  stnd  farm. 

5th.  Mares,  yonng  and  fresh,  with  size,  substance,  shspe, 
and  action  (a  few  of  which  can  still  be  obtain^),  but  without 
pedigree,  for  alliance  with  stallions  Nos.  1  and  2. 

6th.  Mares  with  the  above  qualities,  but  possessing  one- 
fourth  blood,  that  is,  descended  from  a  thoroughbred  sire,  and 
fit  for  alliance  with  stallions  of  Class  1,  2,  and  3. 

7th.  Mares  with  above  qualities,  and  possessing  one-half 
blood,  suited  for  stallions  1,  2,  and  3. 

8th.  Maxes  possessing  three-fourths  and  seven-eighths  blood, 
of  proved  esoellence,  and  suited  for  stallions  8  and  4. 

Mr.  H.  FoOKSS  said  as  regarded  sheep  he  had  more 
practice  than  many  present  There  were  many  breeds  of  sheep 
which  always  did  bert  in  certain  localities  thai  suited  the  par- 
ticular breed.  Mr.  Spooner  had  aUuded  more  particularly  to 
the  Hampshire  Down.  There  was  no  breed  of  sneep  that  had 
exhibited  more  improvement  than  they  had  during  the  last 
twenU  years,  espeeialljr  in  the  Salisbury  district.  The  late 
Mr.  Hnmphreys  told  him  at  the  cattle  show  at  Islington  some 
few  years  since,  that  all  his  best  shearlings  were  desoended 
from  one  of  his  ewes.  The  Ute  Mr.  Boper,  of  Clenston, 
bouht  a  ram  at  \l^ilton  fair  some  years  ago.  Mr.  Bawlenoe, 
of  Bolbridge,  and  himself  sent  10  ewes  each  to  him ;  when  the 
produce  were  shearlings.  Mr.  Rawlenoe  exhibited  Down  ewes 
at  the  Bunr  St.  Edmunds  meeting  of  the  Royal,  and  he,  Mr. 
Fookes,  exhibited  shearlings  for  the  cup  at  Dorchester,  as 
fionthdowns.  Thciy  both  took  the  prises,  and  in  each  pen  of 
ewes  were  descendants  from  Mr.  Roper's  sheep.  This  proves 
what  may  and  can  be  done  by  judicions  crossing.    .As  regards 


the  Shropshire,  every  breeder  has  a  peculiar  breed  of  his  own, 
and  if  they  would  only  look  at  the  report  of  judges  at  the  kte 
Oxford  meeting  they  would  find  in  the  conclusion  of  their 
report  that  they  laid  down  stringent  rules  to  guide  the  Shrop- 
shire breeders  as  to  what  a  Shropshire  sheep  ought  to  be. 
Se  had  acted  as  a  judge  of  Shropshires  at  the  Royal  on  two 
occasions.  At  the  Battersea  meeting  there  was  a  wonderfni 
show,  and  at  the  present  time  he  believed  Lord  Chesham's  were 
as  f^Md  as  any.  Everyone  must  be  veiv  careful  how  they 
begin  orossbg ;  the  first  cross  invariably  did  well,  but  he 
should  advise  all  parties  to  keep  the  animals  that  were  most 
suitable  to  his  farm  and  his  district.  He  had  alwavs  stood 
by  the  Southdowns,  and  tried  to  keep  them  as  well  as  he  could, 
combining  size,  quality,  and  plenty  of  good  wool. 

Mr.  J.  roKD  quite  agreed  in  regard  to  Southdowns  being 
the  purest  breed  of  sheep,  but  it  was  impossible  to  maintain  a 
pure  breed  in  Dorset  without  occasionally  going  into  Sussex, 
and  getting  some  from  there.  He  had  done  so  for  80  years.  l%e 
Ute  Mr.  Jonas  Webb  had,  he  believed,  some  of  the  best  South- 
downs  possiblv  to  be  obtained,  but  he  oonld  not  get  on  with- 
out occastonaUy  obtaining  some  of  the  original  breed.  He 
(Mr.  Ford)  was  also  a  believer  in  pure  brenls  of  cattle,  but 
as  with  sheep  so  with  Herefords  or  Devons.  To  keep  up  the 
purity  of  the  breed,  and  prevent  deterioration  of  stock,  it  was 
necessary  to  go  into  North  Devon  or  Herefordshire.  People 
could  not  be  too  careful  in  cSossing,  but  certainly  sreat  im- 
provement in  herds  had  arisen  by  judicious  crossing.  He 
also  qnite  tgreed  with  Mr.  Spooner  in  his  remarks  amt  the 
old  Hampshire  Downs,  as  being  the  most  ngly  sheep  ever  bred, 
but  the  improved  Haippshires  were  verf  different.  As  re- 
garded the  Shropshire  be  was  of  opinion  that  they  were 
almost  all  cross-bred.  Mr.  Newman,  who  had  some  of 
the  best,  had  a  Southdown  ram  from  Mr.  Webb's  flock,  and 
he  noticed  in  Lord  Chesham's  show  of  them  that  there  was 
more  of  the  Southdown  than  anything— some  of  them  were 
very  fine  wool,  and  others  had  wool  as  coarse  as  hair.  He 
(Mr.  Ford)  said  that  a  farmer  should  study  to  get  such  animals 
ai  were  suitable  for  his  farm,  and  having  procured  a  good  and 
suitable  breed  not  to  chop  and  change  Aont  too  much. 


ATHBNBY     FABMBBS'     CLUB. 
AGRICULTURE  AND   SCIENCE. 


At  the  Bonthlv  meeting  of  this  dub,  the  Rev.  M.  Perrin  in 
the  chair,  the  following  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  N.  O.  Richuld- 
SON: 

The  subject  I  have  chosen  to-nirht  is  the  connexion 
between  agrieoltnre  and  scienoe.  In  tne  course  of  a  few  years 
I  Tentvre  to  anticipate  it  will  be  impossible  for  sneh  a  snlject 
to  be  discussed  at  Farmers*  Clubs,  as  bv  that  time  agriculture 
will  be  looked  npon  as  a  science  in  itself;  but  for  the  present 
we  can  only  speak  of  the  advantages  science  has  conferred  on 
agriculture,  aad  even  in  the  present  backward  slate  of  a^- 
enltore  they  are  numerous  and  important.  Before  commencing 
my  sabgect,  I  think  I  should  make  some  general  remarks  on 
the  word  science,  to  explain  in  what  sense  1  use  it.  Upwards 
of  two  hundred  vears  ago  men  contented  themselves  with 
arguing  about  wliat  they  wished  to  find  out^  and  their  re- 
searches after  nature  were  confined  to  woras;  but  Lord 
Bacon  about  that  ti  ne  published  his  famous  works,  proving 
iooontestably  that  bi  fore  we  can  be  certain  of  knowledge  we 
most  make  numerous  experiments,  and  that  before  commencing 
to  argue  we  mnst  liave  facts  to  argue  on.  Experimental 
science  may  date  her  lirth  from  then,  and  has  been  mcreasing 
in  importance  ever  since :  but  Lord  Bacon's  writings  are  not 
yet  suiEciently  known,  and,  from  not  attending  to  his  directions, 
varioos  blunden  have  been  and  are  stfll  being  made  in  all 
directions.  One  of  the  most  amusing  on  reoord  is  the  fol- 
lowing: Charles  IL  proposed  this  question  to  the  London 
Society— ft  society  composed  of  toe  most  distin^pshea 
scient&nc  and  literary  men  of  that  period—*'  Why  was  it  that 
if  yon  weighed  a  bowl  containing  water,  and  then  put  a  live 
fish  into  it,  the  weight  remained  the  same ;  but  if  you  put  a 
dead  fish  into  it  the  weight  was  increased  to  the  extent  of  the 
weightof  the  deadfishP**    After  a  lengthened  debiUe  th^ 


discovered  n  satisfaetory  reason  for  this  curious  feet.  When 
some  one  suggested  that  they  should  make  the  experiment,  it 
was  diseoverea  that  no  such  difference  existed,  and  that  the 
king  had  merely  played  a  practical  joke  on  this  distinguished 
society ;  bnt  though  we  may  laugh  at  the  blunders  committed 
bv  the  savants  of  that  age,  do  we  not  act  in  the  same  way  P 
For  instance,  take  solid  ploughing  and  crested  ploughing ;  toe 
former  is  generally  behaved  to  be  the  better  plan,  as  it  is 
supposed  to  gfive  a  better  seed-bed  and  to  be  less  strain  upon 
the  norMS.  Granting  that  these  are  true,  has  any  one  ever 
started  two  ploughs  in  the  same  field  the  same  day,  the  one 
plouffhing  solid,  the  other  crested,  and  treating  the  fields  in 
preeisely  the  same  manner ;  weighed  the  crops  after  harvest, 
noting  all  particulars,  sneh  as  which  ripened  first,  which  had 
the  but  grain,  as  well  as  heavier  crop,  also  particulars  of  soil 
and  weather  P  Another  instanoe  is  m  the  ease  of  sheep  dips, 
artificial  manures,  and  fleeding  stuffs ;  wcT  use  them,  either 
because  we  believe  what  the  vendor  chooses  to  tell  us  of  them, 
or  on  the  faith  of  an  analysts,  or  because  we  have  tried  them 
and  fonnl  them  to  succeed ;  bnt  when  we  find  them  succeed, 
we  take  for  granted  they  wUi  succeed  in  every  case,  neglecting 
the  conditions  under  which  th^  were  tried,  and  also  neglecting 
to  find  out  why  they  suooeeded  or  why  they  failed.  Thus, 
though  in  some  instances  we  partly  act  on  a  scientific  plan, 
yet  we  never  make  soflident  experiments,  nor  when  we  do 
make  a  few  csperiments  do  we  suflieientlv  follow  up  the  due 
so  obtained,  from  these  instances  yon  will  perceive  that  what  I 
consider  soientifie  treatment  of  a  snigect  is  to  make  numerous 
experimentSjtaking  note  of  each  paiticnbr,and  then,prooeeding 
to  aigue  on  the  cause  of  the  reralt^  finally  lay  down  a  general 
law  for  onr  f^itnre 


notioa  on  the  sals 


That  this  is  not  the  general 
is  evident  horn  the  constant  use  of  the 
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expresflioiu  "  Practice  vermt  science  "  "  An  ounce  of  practice 
is  worth  a  poond  of  theory ; "  and  in  an  article  on  this  rerj 
salif  eot  in  a  weeklv  paper,  it  was  stated, "  Let  theory  and  science 
say  what  they  will,  without  practical  experience  we  are  left  still 
in  the  daiVr  These  are  snffident  to  prove  that  at  least  some 
people,if  not  the  migority,  imagine  that  theory  and  practioecanhe 
separated,  as  if  a  theory  or  science  would  deserre  the  name 
that  was  not  founded  on  facts  disooyered  by  experiment— in 
other  words,  practice.  If  not  so  founded,  when  brought  in 
contact  with  practice  it  entirely  fiiils  to  account  for  the  facts 
so  discovered,  and  so  proTes  itself  a  £slse  theory,  and  therefore 
nnworth  Y  of  the  name  of  science.  But  to  return  to  our  sub- 
ject The  advantages  science  has  conferred  on  a^pculture 
may  be  divided  into  two  heads ;  first,  the  benefit  denred  irom 
the  study  of  the  various  sciences ;  second,  that  derived  from  a 
scientific  treatment  of  agriculture  itself.  Botanv  I  begin 
with  first,  dealing  as  it  does  with  the  structure  ana  habit  of 
plants,  which  are  the  only  products  of  agriculture.  As  far 
as  the  grain  crops  are  concerned,  we  have  not  improved  on 
the  knowledge  of  the  ancients,  as  we  still  continue  to  grow 
the  same  plants  as  were  grown  thousands  of  years  ago,  and  I 
am  not  sure  whether  we  have  improved  the  qnali^  of  the 
grain,  at  least  if  we  take  the  average  of  that  grown  through 
the  country.  Of  course,  if  we  take  that  grown  by  the  bert 
farmers,  we  might  find  an  improvement,  not  only  in  the  quan- 
tity per  acre,  which  is  undoubted,  but  dso  in  the  quality ;  but 
unfortunately  skilful  farmers  are  not  sufficiently  numerous  to 
raise  the  standard  much,  but  we  may  hope  that  by  careful 
selection  of  the  seed  sown  and  proper  tillage,  inferior  grain 
will  gradualljr  disappear.  But  in  green  crops  botany  has  oeen 
of  signal  service.  Take,  for  example,  the  potato,  a  vegetable 
whidi,  even  the  most  bigoted  disciple  of  Malthas  must  admit 
has  been  of  some  service ;  but  in  Ireland  it  is  needless  to  say 
anything  in  its  praiw,  as  here  there  is  more  danger  in  over 
than  under  valuing  it.  I  pass  from  it  to  a  root  which  is  not 
valued  so  highly,  but  whicn  has  been  of  great  service  to  the 
meat  consumer,  the  farmer,  and  the  labourer— I  mean  the 
turnip.  In  former  times  grain  crops  were  grown  rei>eatedly, 
the  principal  way  of  keeping  the  land  in  fertility  being  the 
custom  of  fallowing  the  land.  But  the  introduction  of  the 
turnip  is  gradually  abolishing  this  custom,  to  the  great  benefit 
of  the  meat  consumer,  as  he  is  able  to  get  fresh  meat  all  the 
year  round,  instead  of  only  during  the  summer  and  autumn 
months,  as  formerly ;  to  the  former,  aa,  instead  of  allowiiw 
his  fields  to  be  idle,  he  is  able  to  crop  them  every  season,  and, 
besides,  to  improve  his  fields  by  so  doing ;  but  to  the  labonrer 
it  has  been  the  greatest  service,  as  the  turnip  crop  is  one  which 
requires  a,  vast  amount  of  labour  in  all  stages  of  its  culture. 
These  are  the  most  remarkable  oases ;  but  when  we  remember 
that  to  botanists  we  are  indebted  for  cabbages,  mangels,  &c., 
not  to  mention  the  (rreater  number  of  our  garden  vegetables 
and  fruits,  I  tldnk  it  is  evident  agriculture  owes  a  great  deal  to 
botany.  To  show  the  advantages  that  may  accrue  from  a 
study  of  this  science,  I  will  mention  the  following  cases, 
though  they  are  neither  of  them  directly  eonoemed  with  farm- 
ing.  When  Lianeeus,  the  ftunous  botanist,  was  an  under 
gardener,  a  pUmt  which  he  was  told  was  very  piecioos  was  left 
in  his  charge;  and  directed  to  place  it  in  a  hothouse.  The 
head  gardener  was  horrified  to  find  one  morning  his  precious 
plant  left  out  in  the  frost,  and  accused  LmnsBoa  of  wiliul  neg- 
lect;  but  he  aooounted  satisfactorily  for  the  change,  as  he 
vras  able  to  tell  from  the  structure  of  the  plant  that  it  mnst 
live  in  a  cold  climate.  The  result  proved  ne  was  right,  as  the 
plant  gradually  improved.  Another  instance  is  in  the  ease  of 
the  Auraucaria  imbricate,  an  ornamental  tree.  The  elder 
M'Nab,  of  the  Botanical  Gardens,  Edinburgh,  knowing  that 
in  their  native  country  their  roots  were  saturated  with  wet 
during  the  spring  of  the  year,  owing  to  the  meltmg  of  the 
snow  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains  on  whose  sides  thqr  grew, 
thought  they  should  receive  similar  treatment  here,  and  or- 
dered Oarrels  of  water  to  be  poured  on  their  roots  during  the 
spring.  Whether  due  to  this  treatment  or  not,  it  is  certain 
they  thrive  very  well,  and  are  about  the  beet  specimens  of 
this  tree  in  the  United  Kinf^om.  A  few  years  a^  farmers  in 
England,  but  more  particnUrly  in  France,  took  it  into  their 
heads  that  they  were  serious  losers  by  the  small  birds  eating  a 
large  quantitj  of  their  grain.  It  was  immediately  decided  to 
destrov  them,  which  was  done,  at  least  m  IVance,  so  luocess- 
fally  that  all  the  birds  disa^peiired.  The  lesalt  was  that  the 
farmers  discovered  that  their  crops  were  unable  to  grow,  owing 


to  the  ravages  of  insects,  which  weie  nov  able  to  ioeniie  a- 
checked.  They  thus  learned  by  sad  expenosoe  vhtt  tfa 
mij^t  have  lewned  from  oraxtfaology,  thai  birds  sre  tbe  uia- 
ral  enemies  of  insects,  and  Ibed  on  them  toaverf  greatexiiit, 
some  of  the  small  birds  living  on  them  altogether,  and  fAm 
living  on  them  for  about  nine  months  in  the  year,  lot  to  noi 
of  the  advantages  derived  from  birds  eating  larcrijof  tk 
seeds  of  weeds.  Electricity  might  become  of  tte  gmto: 
servioe,  if  we  can  rely  on  the  aooonnts  of  sane  a^muaa 
which  have  been  made.  Poles  weresei  up  in  the  grmmd,  ai 
wires  fastened  across  the  tops,  and  then  bconght  dovn  t^ 
poles  and  connected  under  ground.  The  renlti,  u  s@£ 
cases,  were  eminently  sucoessfiil,  onto  so  tieated  being  tea  iiEfae 
taller  than  the  rest  of  the  field,  but  in  other  csm  thm  vu 
no  perceptible  diffsrenee.  Snrdy  this  is  a  vay  of  naun^ 
Und  that  should  not  be  negieeted»  or,  at  least,  if  nMlai.tb 
should  be  proved,  and  the  reasons  stated.  Medunia  a  i 
science  that  has  been  of  great  service,  and  never  more  so  tk 
daringthe  season  lust  post.  How  the  harvest  eosld  kn 
been  secured  this  year  without  the  use  of  reaping  nscliiiaa 
a  puszle  to  me,  and  it  is  a  curious  fact  that  in  Esgiaad  isi 
even  in  Scotland,  it  required  a  year  like  thii  to  tssrsa 
farmers  of  the  lisolute  necessity  there  existed  for  ssA  a*- 
chines.  The  whole  harvest  came  in  together,  men  conk  lat 
be  obtained  to  secure  it  at  once,  and  so  fiBinnen  vere  tm 
to  use  them.  I  have  seen  it  stated  that  the  principal  m&a^ 
makers  had  to  work  night  and  day,  and  were  unable  to  s3fp.j 
the  demand.  Now,  this  raises  a  question  at  once-t^  rmi 
of  this  influx  of  madiinery  on  the  labour  market.  We  bsj 
leave  the  seneral  question  of  the  change  of  fsrm  laboaren  i^ 
skilled  artizans  to  make  the  machinery  and  the  props  » 
persion  of  Ubourers  to  the  social  science  philosopher,  fm 
are  questions  not  likely  to  be  oonsidered  by  the  hbouiaiejH 
at  present,  but  there  is  one  question  they  will  wiouilj  w- 
sider,  and  that  is,  tiiese  machinea  do  more  work  than  ve  m 
do,  and  at  a  cheaper  rate— the  result  wiU  be  that  thej  vibe 
emfdoyed,  and  we  will  not  Bat  the  labonren  naj  roDatff 
two  considerations :  the  first  is,  that  the  greater  number  of 
machines  are  designed  to  save  the  heavier  sort  of  labour,  e:J 
as  mowing  and  thrashing ;  the  second  is,  that  ss  &™«JJ 
their  haymaking  and  harvesting  bills  decresse,  indepeueo'lj 
of  being  got  over  more  satisfactorily,  they  wiU  turn  tter  e- 
tention  to  the  many  improvement*  that  are  reonind  on  tte: 
fanuB  and  so  the  kbonr  that  was  spent  on  brreitiBg,  n^ 
will  be  spent  on  draining  and  fencing.  When  all  these  » 
provements  have  been  effected,  the  labourer  may  peritafs  ^ 
it  difficult  to  get  employment,  but  in  this  coud^  »t  least  tteR 
isno  apparent  danger  ofsudi  a  terrible  oataatropbe.  |» 
year  is  the  first  year  I  have  used  machinery  for  mains  laj, 
and,  in  consequenoe,  I  have  been  able  to  commence  aams 
out  a  lake,  a  thing  I  should  never  have  thought  of  attewtec 
in  other  years.  But  mowing  and  reuing  msehinea  an  w » 
fraction  of  the  implements  vre  are  indebted  to  mechasKs  fcr. 
Why,  if  we  read  the  price  lists  of  some  of  the  laduf^- 
cultural  machine  makers,  we  get  bewildered  among  ^"^ 
harrows,  turnip-cutters,  pulpers,  thrashing  and  mowiag  s^ 
chines,  flax-aontchers,  chaff-cuttera,  fnne-bniisen,n0ttoflat 
of  aU  the  improved  steam  machinery  that,  laappoi^  «&« 
gradually  introduced.  The  next  scienoe  I  shaU  reier  to  J 
chemistry.  The  services  it  has  rendered  are  immeae^ 
when  chemistry  is  better  understood,  and  the  ^^^ ''?^ 
a  farmer,  and  the  fanner  a  chemist,  we  mav  eipeet  a  9»P 
result.  Oneofthepresentadvantagesisthesnslpiofioi^ 
here  a  great  deal  of  good  has  been  done  by  letting»n^ 
what  manures  are  required,  owing  to  a  deleienqr  ^..f°^' 
ticnlar  element  in  the  soil,  and  which  the  manare  «ili  W< 

hence  preventing  waste  of  manure,  and  consequent  f*^^ 
farmer.  Another  is  the  manufaotore  of  fisediiig  ataos  m  >>- 
tificial  manures.  These  are  obtaining  a  greater  »?«JV{:' 
tention  than  formerly,  and  deservedly  so,  since  it  »^g^ 
to  grow  good  crops  without  the  one  or  the  other,  awm^ 
has  a  more  immediate  effect;  but  the  former,  m  ^f^^ 
shall  have  proved  the  opposite,  I  must  considsr  the  beat  v^ 
of  manuring  land,  as  there  is  no  way  of  improrinj  ^V^ 
of  the  manure  equal  to  using  cake,  graia,  and  other  eoic^ 
tratedfood;  and  farmyard  manure  mnst  he  cobw^.'T 
mainstay  of  the  fann,  owing  to  the  benefidal  effe^  K»^ 
mediat^  andfor  a  seriesofyevatofolkw.  Iwtaw^ 
in  London  whotold  me  the  system  Itta^efted  v»  J|^r£ 
his  turnips  with  sheep.    He  fed.  besides,  sixty  fit  <»tileBW 
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lUll,  feedi&g  iheih  entirely  on  chopped  hay  or  straw  and  feed- 
ing stoffi  (what  the  exact  ayatem  waa  I  did  not  inqnire,  aa  at 
that  time  I  did  not  take  aa  much  iutereat  in  fimnin^  aa  now^ ; 
the  reiiilt  waa  the  eartiog  of  hia  tnrmpa  waa  reduced  immenaaly, 
which  waaaoouaiderable  aafing.  He  waa  able  to  tun  ont 
his  «atde  in  tplendid  condition  in  a  mnoh  ahorter  time  than 
his  neighbonra,  and,  thoo^  hia  mannie  heap  waa  diminiahed 
in  qoanti^,  he  waa  able  to  grow  better  cropa  than  hia  neigh- 
hoon,  owing  to  the  improred  qnalitr,  whilat  the  cartage  waa 
greatly  leaaened.  Bat  the  chemical  mannfactare  of  feeding 
staiTs  and  mannrea  has  forced  farmers  to  the  atody  of  chemistry, 
to  enable  them  to  decide  their  respeetire  yalnea  and  to  protect 
themieWes  from  the  disgraoefnl  firands  that  were  aonght  to  be 
practised  on  them.  This  bringa  na  to  the  cnatom  of  getting 
samples  of  all  the  arti&cial  manniw  in  a  district  analysed  by 
a  comDetent  cheaaiat,  such  aa  has  been  adopted  in  aome  conntiea 
IB  IrclaBd,  and  alao  by  the  Athenry  Farmers'  Clnb.  There 
tie  two  reasons  why  aneh  ahonld  be  done.  The  firat  ia  arti- 
fidsl  mannrea  are  sold  by  agents  scattered  orer  the  £ace  of  the 
eoontry,  who  naturally  do  Uieir  best  to  sell  their  own  commo- 
dity, and  the  farmer  is  naturally  puzzled  to  know  which  to 
select  aud  where  to  lay  out  hia  money  to  the  beat  advantage. 
This  he  cannot  tell,  and,  therefore,  bnya  from  the  seller  who 
RJTes  him  the  greatest  amount  of  credit,  or  who  happens  to  be 
the  most  pUuaible.  Chemistry  now  steps  in,  and  Dy  analysis 
isabie  to  tell  which  eontaiua  the  most  Yaluable  ingredienta, 
tad  taking  alao  into  account  the  aelling  price,  decidea  which 
ii  the  best  Talue.  This  wn  is  not,  howeter,  accepted  by  all, 
sod  en  the  publication  of  the  report  of  your  dub  a  discussion 
vas  carried  on  in  the  pages  of  the  Tarmeri  Gazette  and  the 
huh  Sportamafi  nUatiTc  to  this  system.  Mr.  Wonfor,  a  manu- 
iuAvnt  of  one  of  the  manures  analysed,  comphdned  that, 
oving  to  a  false  system  of  Taluatton  adopted  by  enemists,  the 
retons  were  not  to  be  depended  on ;  also,  that  an  erroneous 
estimate  waa  taken  of  some  of  the  chemical  ingredients. 
These  were  replied  to  by  the  Farmer^  OtMette,  and  I  ahonld 
be  inclined  to  think  that  paper  waa  probably  right,  though,  of 
conne,  I  could  not  Tenture  to  giye  an  opinion  on  the  anbject, 
from  my  almost  total  i^orance  of  it ;  but  that  auch  a  queation 
should  arise  ia  oondnaiTe  proof  that  we  have  not  yet  attained 
to  a  proper  knowledge  of  chemistry,  and,  farther,  that  before 
▼e  can  absolutely  decide  on  the  cheapest  and  best  manure, 
▼vied  and  extensiye  field  ezperimenta  must  be  made  with  the 
different  manures,  under  the  gfuidanee  of  ezperienced  farmera 
andchemista.  There  is  one  point  in  Mr.  Wonfor's  letter, 
howeyer,  where  I  think  he  goes  wide  of  the  mark,  and  that  ia 
where  he  states  that  his  manures  consist  of  the  most  expen- 
sive materials,  and  are,  therefore,  most  yaluable.  He  aaya  in 
one  of  his  lettera  *'  For  your  readera'  information  I  will  analyse 
them  by  the  commercial  teat  of  the  price  of  each  article  in  the 
market.  To  do  ao,  I  will  place  nde  by  aide  the  coat  of  the 
materials  in  each  of  the  manures,  and  then  analyae  the  reanlt 
of  the  fienres,  by  which  we  will  come  at  the  actual  cost  of  each 
mannre/'  I  maintain  that  the  coat  of  the  materiala  of  a 
maoon  to  the  mann£aetarer  are  of  yery  aeoond-rate  importance 
to  the  &nner,  whilat  the  price  and  quality  of  the  manufactured 
tftide  are  of  the  greateat  importance,  and  muat  be  diacoyered 
either  by  experiment  or  chemiatry,  or.  beat  atill,  a  combination 
of  both.  Up  to  this  we  have  been  dealing  with  honest  men, 
^ho  wish  to  drive  an  honest  trade,  and  to  confer  a  benefit  on 
the  farmer  aa  well  as  themaelyea ;  but  all  men  are  not  honeat, 
sad  this  bringa  na  to  the  aecond  reason  why  mannrea  should 
^  analysed.  The  apurioua  mannrea  are  constantly  sold 
through  the  country,  and,  therefbre,  farmers,  partienlarly  the 
poorer  elaaa  of  them,  plundered  of  their  money,  ia  evident  from 
the  exposures  which  nave  frequently  taken  place  from  the  re- 
ports of  the  analysis  of  the  different  farmers*  dubs,  and  from 
Mr. Wonfof 8  letter,  where  he  speaks  of  "those  inffeniously 
conglomerated  compounds,  known  in  the  market  as  Liverpool 
miitores,'*  and  which  are  to  be  found  from  Oalway  to  BalUna, 
and  from  fiallina  to  Athlone.  That  we  ahould  do  what  we 
^  to  effectually  put  a  atop  to  aneh  praeticea  ia,  I  think,  onr 
°|^ty,  and  chemical  analyaia  ofhrs  a  certain  means  of  doing  ao. 
^l°«ly,  gentlemen,  there  is  the  question  of  dimate.  first, 
*ith  refiBrence  to  the  generd  dimate,  depending  upon  the  lati* 
tode  and  longitude  of  the  country ;  and  secondly,  the  yearly 
vanations  of  the  climate  in  each  particular  place.  The  first  is, 
i  think,  a  qoestion  that  is  suffidently  understood  for  all 
practical  purpoaea,  at  least  it  may  be  safdy  left  for  future 
S^Bcntions,  as  wn  have  ao  much  mora  to  lemi  that  has 


a  direct  iaflnenoe  on  our  agriculture.  People  liying  in 
their  own  country,  of  course,  underatand  thdr  di- 
mate, and  those  who  migrate  mix  with  the  people  of  the 
country  they  migrate  to,  and  aoon  learn  the  peculiaritiea  of 
the  climate  of  that  countrjr.  I  may  merely  add  that  I  htely 
aaw  it  stated  that  about  six  hundred  years  ago  grapes  were 
{^wn  freely  in  the  open  air  in  England,  but  that  about  that 
time  their  cultivation  had  to  be  given  up,  owing  to  the  seasons 
becoming  unfavourable  to  thdr  ripening.  This,  if  true,  would 
prove  that  great  changea  may  take  place  in  climate,  even  in 
the  same  place ;  but,  aa  I  aaid  before,  I  think  we  may  safdy 
postpone  discussion  on  this  subject.  The  yearly  variations  of 
climate  are  of  much  greater  importance  to  the  fanner,  some 
crops  prefierring  a  wet  season ;  others  a  dxv  season  :  and  it  is 
needless  to  mention  the  many  advantages  that  would  accrue  to 
the  farmer  if  he  conld  foretell  the  general  character  of  the 
seasons  for  a  year  or  two  in  advance ;  and  I  do  not  see  why 
we  should  despair  of  such  bdug  the  case,  when  we  know  more 
of  the  general  laws  of  nature ;  but  before  this  can  be  attained, 
we  must  accumulate  a  vast  amount  of  data.  Obaervations 
muat  be  accnratdy  taken  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  and 
for  a  conaiderable  number  of  yeara,  before  anything  approaching 
a  theoiy  that  wiU  even  approximate  to  the  truth  can  be  built 
up.  Tne  difficulties  that  must  be  surmounted  ere  this  result 
can  be  attained  are  exceedinriy  great,  but  can,  and,  I  am  con- 
vinced, will  be  overcome.  Ja  fact,  observationa  have  been 
taken,  and  an  atill  being  taken,  in  numerona  placea.  but  not  on 
a  suffidently  extensive  scale ;  nor  are  they  part  of  a  compre- 
hensive acheme ;  but,  with  the  exception  of  those  taken  at 
observatories,  they  are  the  work  of  individuals,  and  necessarily 
isolated  and  nndasnfied.  The  great  danser  to  be  avoided  is 
hasty  condndons  drawn  from  insuflident  data.  A  memorable 
instance  of  this  is,  that  a  few  years  ago,  when  the  late  Earl  of 
Carlisle  was  Lord  Lieutenant  here,  because  a  series  of  wet 
years  happened  to  come  in  suceesdon,  he  reconunended  grain 
crops  to  be  sown  but  sparingly,  and  the  greater  part  of  this 
island  to  be  laid  down  to  permanent  pasture.  This  adrice,  if 
followed,  would  mean  death  to  all  sdeatific  farming  in  Ireland, 
and,  I  may  say  also,  to  all  improvement ;  and  yet  the  earl  waa 
a  most  highly  educated  and  gifted  man,  and  one  who,  we  may 
take  for  granted,  had  an  earnest  desire  for  Ireland's  weUare. 
If  aneh  men  as  he  commit  errora  like  this,  what  danger  are 
we  in !  I  believe  I  may  apply  to  all  the  matters  I  have  touched 
on  to*night  a  remark  which  I  read,  as  applied  to  climate 
alone :  "  These  an  questions  of  which  we  shall  have  to  leave 
the  sdentific  investigation  to  those  who  may  come  after  us ; 
for  the  present  we  seem  likely  to  content  ourselves  with 
deductions  from  very  narrow  experience,  with  very  large  con- 
jecture and  very  confident  assertion."  I  now  come  to  the 
second  divinon  of  the  subject— the  advantages  derived  from 
a  sdentific  treatment  of  a^culture  itsdf.  One  of  the  most 
remarkable  instances  of  this  ia  the  origin  of  Shorthorn  cattle. 
Mr.  Bi^keweU,  the  founder  of  thia  breed,  waa  a  doae  obaerver 
of  nature,  and  he  noticed  that  the  cattle  which  fattened 
eadeat  and  came  soonest  to  maturity,  however  much  they 
dilEered  in  some  points,  all  agreed  in  one,  and  that  is,  they  had 
short  horns.  He  consequently  adopted  that  as  his  standard, 
and  the  result  is  the  splendid  breed  of  Shorthorns.  Other 
instances  are  the  growing  of  turnips  and  potatoes  in  driUs  in 
preference  to  huge  beds,  as  they  produce  a  better  crop,  can 
DC  kept  deaner,  and  an  much  cheaper  to  put  in  and  take  out ; 
for  I  hold  that  mod  farming  eonaiata  not  merdy  in  growing 
the  largest  ana  best  crops,  but  in  doing  so  at  the  least  ex- 
penditnn  of  time  and  money,  as  that  means  ao  much  ^ned 
to  the  wealth  of  the  country.  Unnmunerative  labour  la  held 
by  politicd  economists  to  be  labour  wasted,  and,  therefore, 
should  be  avoided.  Another  is  that  of  laying  down  to  per- 
manent pasture  with  natural  grasses.  The  old  method  waa  to 
allow  the  ground  to  come  to  tlie  natural  graaaea  through  lapae 
of  time.  In  thia  country  they  previously  prepared  the  ground 
by  taldng  aa  many  anoceanve  crops  of  oata  aa  the  land  would 
give  without  mannn.  But  now  the  improved  ayatem  iato 
manure  the  land  highly,  then  to  lay  down  with  the  natural 
graaaes,  whidi  an  obtained  by  notidng  the  aorta  thatgrow  in 
the  beat  graaa  knda  in  Meath  and  about  Dublin.  Theae  are 
aome  of  the  instances  where  sdentific  treatment  haa  conferred 
neat  benefita  on  agriculture,  but  up  to  thia  sdentific  performers 
nave  had  but  alight  encouragement  from  the  great  number  of 
Cmnera,  uid  beaidea  they  have  been  few.  We  may  certainly 
expect  a  great  advanoe  in  the  ihtare,  as  education  is  cKtended, 
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and  the  maoy  advanUget  of  a  prooer  Byttem  of  iarmug 
become  more  and  more  eTident.  Beaioet,  there  ia  an  inflnence 
at  work  now  that  waa  absent  in  bjrgone  daya.  I  refer  to 
Farmers*  Clnbs.  If  they  do  not  makethemael?ea  felt  at  flrst, 
it  is  partly  owing  to  the  norelty  of  the  thing,  but  still  more  to 
the  enormons  amount  of  inertia  they  have  to  overoome ;  and 
I  think  no  sane  man  will  hot  admit  that  they  will,  in  time,  in 
connexion  with  the  press,  exerciae  a  great  amonnt  of  inflnence 
for  good,  for  this  one  reason  alone,  leafing  all  others  aside— 
they  make  men  think ;  they  hear  of  new  plana  of  growing 
crops,  and  brilliant  resolts  stated,  and  when  tncj  compare  these 
with  their  own  slovenly  work,  they  come  away,  not,  perhaps, 
couTinced,  but  still  inclined  to  try  the  new  system  on  a  smlall 
scale.  Once  the  wish  for  improrement  is  generated,  it  will 
steadily,  thooKh  perhaps  very  slowly,  increase.  Still  it  is  there, 
and  as  years  go  b^  it  will  gradaally  spread  over  the  whole 
oonntry.  This  it  la  we  are  aiming  at,  and  I  feel  convinced 
that  future  generations,  if  not  the  present,  will  say  the  Atlienry 
farmers*  Club  haa  deserved  well  of  its  country. 


SALE  OF  MESSRS.  GARNE'S  SHORT- 
HORNS, 

AT  CHURCHILL   HEATH.  CHIPPING  NORTON. 
On  Tuxsdat,  Oct.  4th,  By  Mr.  H.  Steapfoko. 

"  Mr.  George  Game'a  Inek  thia  leasoa  haa  been  aome- 
thing  extraordinary,  while  it  ahonld  aenre  aa  a  capital 
advertisement  to  the  Churchill  Heath  sale.*'  It  waa  thna 
that  we  wrote  in  our  report  of  the  Royal  Society'a  Show 
at  Oxford,  in  July,  and  certainly  the  Heath  herd  haa  been 
coming  to  the  front  with  immenae  force  during  the  paat 
Bummer .  At  the  Taunton  meeting  of  the  West  of  En^and 
Society,  the  only  two  entries  made  by  Mr.  Game  took 
the  first  prize  for  bulls  and  the  first  prize  for  cows,  aa 
another  cow  waa  beat  of  all  at  Oxford,  with  a  reaerve 
number,  aud  sundry  oommendationa  also  falling  to  the 
share  of  Mr.  Game,  aenior,  and  his  two  sons.  The  aale  on 
Tuesday  waa  made  up,  in  hci,  from  the  Broadmoor  and 
Chnrclull  Heath  herds,  the  foundation  of  which,  according 
to  the  cuatomary  prologue,  "  waa  laid  nearly  forty  yeara 
ago  by  Mr.  Game,  who  waa  one  of  the  earliest  intro- 
ducers of  Shorthoms  into  the  county  of  Gloucester,  and  the 
origin  of  hia  herd  was  firom  stock  then  held  in  high  repute, 
such  aa  that  of  Meaara.  Champion  of  Blyth,  Maaon  of 
Chilton,  and  Whitaker,  of  Burley."  The  advertiaement 
rona  on  to  say  that  "  first-claaa  bulla  have  since  been 
uaed  firom  Faraley,  Brandaby,  Ley  Fielda,  Tortworth 
Court,  and  other  &med  herds  -,  latterly,  aires  have  heen 
bought  and  hired  at  high  fignrea  from  Colonel  Towndeyt 
Messrs.  Booth  aud  Peel ;  aud  on  comparing  their  pedi- 
greea  carefully  with  the  Herd  Book,  the  animals  will  be 
found  to  combine  alliances  with  the  beat  and  most  faahion- 
able  families  of  the  day."  Still  the  blood  waa  scarcely 
"  pronounced"  enough  to  make  much  sensation,  aa  it  read 
rather  like  jndicioua  croaaiug  than  anything  very  remark- 
able in  any  direct  line.  In  the  way  of  good  looks,  how- 
ever, there  waa  much  to  like;  and  there  were  a  number 
of  lengthy,  handaame  roomy  cows,  such  aa  Pride  of  the 
Heath,  Precedent,  Parodoz,  and  Garland,  which  would 
ahow  well  in  any  company.  Of  a  very  diflbrent  atyle  ia 
the  Royal  firat  Lady  Lavinia,  a  short  podgy  patchy 
butoher*B  kind  of  beast,  with  a  broad  back,  and  plenty  of 
good  flesh,  but  a  bad  mover,  and  utterly  devoid  of  any- 
thing like  eleffanoe  or  fine  character.  Nevertheleaa  the 
picked  lot  of  all  would  aeem  to  have  been  Royal  Butter- 
fly 20th,  "  on  which  Mr.  Game  retains  the  right  to 
make  one  bid,"  Mr.  Strafibrd'a  inatroctiona  being,  by  the 
catalogue,  to  sell  all  the  others  without  reserve.  At 
Taunton,  as  we  contended.  Butterfly  20th,  beat  a  better 
bull  than  himaelf,  in  Lord  Sudeley'a  white  Mandarin ; 


but  at  Oxford,  the  judges  commfaidfd  Batterflj,  ud 
took  no  notice  of  Mandann,  and  in  the  West  of  Eo^kad 
Society'a  own  report,  Mr.  Savidge,  the  Shorthorn  jt^ 
apoke  of  Butterfly  aa  ''  the  grand  roan,"  who "  fait 
aurpaaaed"  the  white,  and  "  won  point  after  pdni ' 
Nevertheleaa  ainoe  the  Oxford  Meeting  Mandarin  it 
Kidderminster  took  the  firat  prize,  and  Btttteriy20tk 
the  aecond ;  and  again  at  Stroud  Mandarin  was  lint  iri 
Butterfly  second.  There  ia  some  interest  in  soeh  ooBp^ 
tition,  aa  more  handy  home  Mr.  Game  has  woa  pkitj 
of  prizea  during  the  laat  two  or  three  seasoni.  Mr.  Haii, 
of  the  Heythrop,  who  preaided  at  the  laneheoa,  Hik 
could  Bocordingly  offer  hia  congratdations  on  the  goodly 
company  he  saw  asaembled,  but  Mr.  StnJfordntkr 
ahook  hia  head  at  thia,  and  when  examined  it  eertaaif 
did  not  look  much  lUce  busincaa.  Beyond  "oU"  Mr. 
Bowleyaa  he  waa  called,  Mr.  Maoe,  Mr.  6ibiOB,]lr. 
Culahfcw,  Mr.  Thomton,  Mr.  Sheldon,  and  the  oat  doer 
neighbour  Mr.  Savidge,  there  waa  nobody  of  moch  noteii 
the  Shorthom  world,  and  it  waa  tolerably  dear  thu  eadj 
that  high  prioea  would  not  prevail.  Still  there  was  i  dol 
of  hurraying,  and  one  or  two  rdaya  of  visiton  tobeae* 
oonunodatcd,  but  the  apirit  of  the  thing  evapoiated  at  tb 
point,  and  the  aale  waa  a  very  duU  one.  The  reiy  ahon- 
neaa  of  keep  deterred  some,  no  doubt,  from  aeeoriigtk 
bargaina  they  might  continuaDy  have  had,  and  the  oaek 
lote  hung  almoat  aa  heavily  aa  the  leas  frffloaaaniBik 
Pride  of  the  Heath,  the  first  cow  at  Taunton,  sad  tie  n- 
aerve  at  Oxford,  was  knocked  down  to  Mr.  Savidge  k 
77  ga.,  ao  that,  aa  waa  remarked,  "  ahe  will  not  ban  hr 
to  go ;"  while  Lady  Lavinia,  the  best  cow  at  Ox&ri, 
realized  75  ga.,  alao  booked  to  Mr.  Savidge,  ai 
Ducheaa  of  Towndey,  a  merdy  coounended  wt  tf 
Oxford,  atiU  to  Mr.  Savidge,  at  85  ga.  It  wai  « 
impreasion  at  the  time  that  boUi  the  cow  and  the  two-jv- 
old  heifer  daasea  of  this  year'a  Royal  Show  were  bat  in- 
differently appraiaed,  and  the  reault  of  this  aale  tcadi  to 
atrengthen  aoeh  an  opinion,  aa  the  beat  of  the  thnc  by  tk 
judgea'  hooka  waa  the  worat  of  the  three  by  the  aaetioMs'i 
retum.  With  the  oompetitiott,  however,  ao  alack  lad 
so  few  really  good  buyers  present,  we  are  not  iacM  K' 
give  too  much  wdght  to  these  figurea,  and  there  aeeaied  ts 
be  an  impression  abroad  that  aome  of  the  beat  aaijaais 
were  not  aold.  At  any  rate  it  is  dear  enoogb  tbt 
neither  at  Churchill  Heath  nor  at  Broadmoor  viQ  the 
Shorthom  be  henceforth  quite  baniahed,  for  there  wv  a 
view  during  the  day  a  good,  lengthy,  high-qoality  bsS, 
from  Warlaby,  caUed  Roval  Benediet,  that  the  btbff 
and  hia  two  aona  have  hired  amongat  them  of  Hr.Boot^ 
for  a  couple  of  aeaaona.  So  that  even  if  Bottcrfy^ 
were  gone  there  ia  something  to  &11  back  on ;  hot  do  ok 
ever  came  near  the  150  gs.  reserve,  so  that  **  the  gnsi 
roan"  and  the  white  may  flght  their  battles  o'er  again. 

Mr.  Strafford  said  he  was  not  bordering  on  the  groo^ 
of  romance,  and  the  Heath  and  its  surrouadiogi  vobU 
certainly  promise  a  dead  more  in  the  way  of  ftf^ 
rabbite  and  finding  foxes  than  in  rearing  or  maiataiaiB^ 
a  herd  of  highly-bred  cattle.  But  Mr.  Gane  bu  doK 
great  tfainga  with  the  material  he  has  at  hia  eoaaam 
and  it  ia  to  be  regretted  that  he  had  not  a  better  vt 
Still,  both  the  timea  and  the  aeasons  were  agaiaat  biai,  t* 
even  the  railwaya  did  not  aerve  aa  wdl  as  they  ahoold  ^ 
There  waa  virtually  no  up  train  after  foor  o'doek  in  tv 
afternoon,  and  the  buaineaa  announced  for  one  did  not 
commence  until  paat  two  o*dock.  In  oar  eone^os' 
dent*s  report  of  the  Butley  Abbc^  sale  there  ia  »  w 
of  wholeaome  advice— a  kind  of  commercid  f^^^ 
cannot  be  too  often  or  too  forcibly  impreaaed:  **• 
Robert  Bond  put  up  the  first  lot  at  the  tine  adrer 
tised— a  practice  we  eameatly  commend  to  the  aotf 
of  all  auctioneera  at  all  aalea ;  why  it  dionld  erer  » 
departed  from,  or  for  whose  benefit  the  daaaea  'tot 
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miniite/  '  ten  o'doek  panctnallj,'  '  one  for  half-pttt/  are 
inaerted  in  &rm  sale  adTertisemenU  we  have  yet  to  learn. 
The  common  result  of  all  inch  ntelets  notice  i«  that  the 
ode  commences  anything  bnt  pnnctnaDy,  and  the  bnsiness 
part  of  the  company  is  kept  waiting  for  the  anetioneer  in 
the  morning,  while  people  leave  before  the  nle  is  con- 
dnded  at  the  end  of  the  day." 

COWS  AND  HEIFERS. 
Hoby,  red  and  white,  calTed  November  17, 1859.— Mr.  Parker, 

Panacea,  roan,  calved  in  April,  18(S0.— Mr.  Penson,  26  gs. 
Geniiu,  roan,  calved  December  16,  I860.— Mr.  Mace,  27  ga. 
Profile,  nan,  calved  Feb.  H  1861.— Mr.  Reade,  26  gs. 
Pink  Srd,  Ted,  calved  April  1, 1861.— Mr.  Marjoribanln,  87  gs. 
Jantia  8th,  white,  calved  Ajpril  6, 1862.— Mr.  Bam,  27  gs. 
Misfortooe,  roan,  calved  in  October  1862.— Mr.  T.  M&oe,  27  gs. 
Gazelle,  roan,  calfsd  Jan.  28, 186S.— Mr.  Penson,  27  gs. 
Boae  of  Spring,  roan,  calved  in  April,  1863.— Mr.  Curtter, 

37  gs. 
Precedent,  roan,  calved  July  8, 1863.— Mr.  T.  Mace,  46  gs. 
New  Novel,  white,  calved  in  Angust,  1868.— Mr.  Allday,  26  n. 
Parsdox,  red,  calved  Dec  17,  iSb3.— Mr.  T.  Mace,  39  gs. 
Pandora,  white,  calved  Feb.  14, 1864.— Mr.  T.  Mace,  38  gs. 
Miss  Peel,  red,  calved  in  March,  1864.— Mr.  T.  Mace,  21  gs. 
Fkpier  MAchd,  red,  calved  in  March,  1864.— Mr.  T.  filace,  28  gs. 
Fkiiy  Flower,  roan,  calved  Ang.  9, 186*.— Mr.  T.  Raynbird, 

SO  p. 
Moaelie,  roan,  calved  in  January,  1866.— Bfr.  Baxter,  36  gs. 
Rose  of  Promise,  roan,  calved  m  Jannaiy,  1866.— Mr.  Rayn- 

bird,  27  gs. 
Delicacy,  roan,  calved  Jnly  16, 1866.— Mr.  Keck,  31  gs. 
Pride  of  the  Heatn,  roan,  calved  Ang.  1, 1865.— Mr.  Savidge, 

77  gs. 
Toong  Phantom,  white,  calved  Nov.  11, 1866.— Mr.  Savidge, 

23  gs. 
Gvhmd,  roan,   calved  Nov.  7,  1866.— Col.  Loyd  Lindsay, 

60  gs. 
Snowd^p.  white,  calved  Dee.  6,  1866.— Mr.  Parker,  24  gs. 
Bcasf,  white,  calved  in  Maroh,  1866.— Mr.  Cnrtter,  44  gs. 
Dnchess  of  Towntl^,  red,  calved  Jnly  23, 1866.— Mr.  Baxter, 

JeUy,  r^,  calved  Oct.  7. 1866.— Mr.  Kimber,  36  gs. 
Patroness,  roan,  calved  Jan.  26, 1867.— Mr.  T.  Mace,  35  gs. 
Lady  Lavinia,  red  and  white,  calved   Jan.  31,  1867.— Mr. 

Savidge,  76  ^s. 
Pride  of  the  Wett,  red,  calved  Sept.  29, 1866.— Mr.  Savidge, 

41  gs. 
Qonilds,  red  roan,  calved  Oct.  3, 1867.— Mr.  Scrattor,  33  gs. 
Noniwreil,  roan,  calved  in  November,  1867.— Mr.  Curtter, 

Phoebe,  red  roan«  calved  Dec.  29, 1868.— Mr.  Braggs,  22  gs. 
Pei^gam,  red  and  white,  calved  Jan.  7,  1868.— Mr.  Savidge, 

Rosa  f^blett,  red,  calved  Jan.  31, 1868.— Mr.  Curtter,  50  gs 
Lady  Qodiva,  white,  calved  Feb.  26, 1868.— Lord  Northwick, 

40  gs. 
Pales,  red  and  white,  calved  Aug.  5, 1868.— Mr.  Savidge,  33  gt. 
Ferdita,  roan,  calved  Aug.  26, 1868.— Mr.  Savidge,  29  gs. 
Fatti,  white,  calved  Ang.  30, 1868.— Mr.  R.  Woodward,  86  gs. 
Genevieve,  red, calved  Sept.  18,1867.— Mr.  Manoribanks,  60  gs. 
Yenns,  white,  calved  Oct  4^  1868.— Mr.  Mace.  37  gs. 
Bertha,  roan,  calved  Oet.  6, 1868.— Mr.  Curtter,  40  gt. 
Medora,  red,  calved  Oct.  7, 1868.— Mr.  Betteridge,  24  gs. 
Valentiiia,  roan,  oalved  Oet.  22, 1868.— Mr.  Scrattou,  22  gs. 
Pink  6th,  red  roan,  calved  in  November,  1868.— Mr.  J.  Wood. 

ward,  80  gs. 
Hagic  7th,  red,  calved  in  November,  1868.— Mr.  R.  Game, 

34  gs. 
Rumour,  white,  calved  Nov.  12, 1868.— Mr.  Braggs,  19  gs. 
Prinee  of  Jamaica,  roan,  calved  Dec.  10,  1868.— Mr.  R. 

Woodward,  22  gs. 
Genius  2Bd,  white,  calved  Dee.  16, 1868.— Mr.  Mace,  18  gs. 
Violet,  roan,  calved  Jan.  9, 1869.— Mr.  J.  Woodward,  30  gs. 
Faanon  Flower,  roan,  calved  April  7, 1869.— Mr.  R.  Wood- 
ward, 21  gs. 
Nectar,  roan,  calved  Maroh  8,  1862.— Col.    Loyd  Lindsay, 

SOgs. 
Pattern,  roan,  calved  Maroh  10,  1869.— Mr.  Maijoribanks, 

40  ga. 


MaraahL  roan,  calved  in  Maroh,  1869.— Mr.  Mace,  20  gs. 
Jeminufs  Butterfly,  roan,  calved  Ang.  22, 1869.— Mr.  Parker, 

31  gs. 
Nan  Darrell,  roan,  calved  Nov.  27, 1868.— Mr.  Maijoribanks, 

20  gs. 

BULLS. 
Rollo,  red,  calved  Nov.  9,  1868 ;    by  A  A  (23263),  dam 

pontine)  by  Duke  of  Towaeley  (21616).— Mr.  Allday, 

Referee,  roan,  calved  Nov.  6, 1869 ;  by  Royal  Butterfly  20th 
(25007),  dam  (Rose  of  Promise)  by  Pisarro  (20497).— 
Dnke  of  Marlborough,  30  gs. 

Ringleader,  roan,  calved  Deo.  9, 1869 ;  by  Duke  of  Townley's 
Aid-de-Camp  (23797),  dam  (Rebecca  Niblett)  by  Cynric, 

(19642).— Mr.  Craddook,  60  gs. 


SALE  OF  MB.  CALEBS'  SHOBTHOBNS, 

AT   BODICOTB,  BANBURY, 

Bt  Mr.  H.  SiRATronD,  oic  Widitisoay,  Oct.  12th. 

The  weather  was  exceedingly  unfavourable,  there  being  a 
continued  rainfidl  up  till  twelve  o'clock,  which  no  doubt  kept 
numbers  away.  Mr.  Caless  has  been  known  as  a  Shorthorn 
breeder  for  upwards  of  siiteeo  yean,  and  in  this  loeslity  has 
done  much  to  improve  the  breed  of  cattle.  Fifty  years  sgo, 
the  stock  in  this  neighbourhood  was  principally  bred  from 
Herefords,  Welsh,  and  other  older  breeds,  but  Shorthorns 
liave  gradually  taken  the  place  of  the  less  improved 
breeds ;  so  that  now  in  Banbury  market  nine-tenths  of  the 
cattle  are  Shorthorns  or  at  least  Shorthora  crosses.  Mr. 
Caless'  stock  was  shown  in  useful  store  condition ;  the  older 
cows  seemed  to  be  in  ^ood  breeding  order,  and  a  number  of 
them  showed  capital  milking  properties.  Most  of  the  younger 
aniraaU  were  got  by  Huntsman,  who  has  distinguished  himMlf 
in  various  show-yards,  and  they  showed  a  good  deal  of  s^Ie, 
substance,  and  nice  hair.  Amongst  the  cows  and  heifers 
Autumn  Queen,  red,  calved  OotobBr  12,  1866,  got  by  3rd 
Grand  Dnke,  made  60  gs.,  sold  to  Mr.  H.  J.  Sheldon,  of  Brailes, 
and  Kathleen,  red  and  white,  calved  Maroh  18, 1868,  got  by 
Wellington,  62  gs.,  to  Mr.  Brown,  Hull ;  while  none  of  the 
other  32  bts  reached  as  high  as  30  gs.  Of  the  bulls.  Hunts- 
man, roan,  calved  November  29,  1863,  got  by  Dusty 
Miller,  made  42  gs.,  for  Mr.  Bygrave,  Aynhoe;  Best  Boy, 
roan,  calved  November  26, 1865,  got  by  White  Chief,  37  gs., 
to  Mr.  H.  J.  Sheldon ;  and  Qkdstone,  red  and  white,  calved 
May  9, 1867,  got  by  Hantsman,  70  gs.,  to  Mr.  Hall,  Barford ; 
none  of  the  other  bulls  reached  to  30  gs.  The  34  cows  snd 
heifers  made  in  all  792|  gs.,  at  an  average  of  abont  £24 ;  and 
the  17  bulls  357igs.,  at  an  avenge  of  £21. 


THB  RANBT  SHORTHORN  SALE.— By  Mr.  John 
Thornton.— The  late  Mr.  D.  Prime  WalesbVs  stock  of 
Shorthorns  and  sheep  were  brought  to  the  hammer  on 
Tuesday,  the  27th  of  September.  Although  a  man  of 
good  judgment  and  a  practical  former,  he  never  went  much 
out  or  his  way  to  obtam  ftrst-class  stock.  His  cattle  were, 
with  one  exception,  raised  during  a  lifetime  of  fifty  years,  with 
the  use  of  Kood  bulls,  and  out  of  the  70  head  only  one  family, 
the  Junes,  bad  been  bought  in.  Bulls  from  various  breeders 
and  of  every  variety  of  blood  were  purehased  as  required ; 
consequently  the  stock  were  not  of  that  fineness  and  qua- 
lity that  18  often  seen,  nor  did  they  command  much 
attention  out  of  their  own  district.  They  were  brought 
out,  considering  the  season,  in  very  fiur  conmtion,  and  were 
large,  useful,  rather  coarse  eattle,  many  of  them  of  the  old 
yelmw  tinge.  Each  cow  had  a  odf  at  foot,  and  the  calves 
often  excited  more  competition  than  the  dams ;  for  instance 
Red  Juno,  sold  for  27  gs.,  and  her  nine-months  roan  bull-calf, 
made  the  same  price.  The  highest-prioed  cows  made  36  to 
40  gs.,  and  some  of  the  two-year-old  heifen  reached  also  to  finr 
figves ;  while  the  yearlings  sold  pretty  well,  and  Woodman,  a 
two-year-old  bull  of  Messrs.  Dudaing's  breeding  realised  44  gs. 
The  seventy  hesd  of  cows,  heifers,  calves,  and  bulls  averaged 
£26  8s.  A  pair  of  young  horses  fetched  80  gs. ;  and  a  flock 
of  Lincoln  sheep,  which  were  somewhat  low,  fetched  a  fSew 
shillings  over  market  value.  The  distriet  for  miles  round  had 
experioieed  two  bad  seasons,  so  that  there  was  not  that  demand 
there  otherwise  might  have  been. 
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SALES    OF    SHOETHOBNS, 

Bt  M&.  John  Tuoknton. 

ME.  W.  BUTLER'S  HEBJ),  AT   BADMINTON,  OCT.  6. 

Badminton  was  wrapped  aa  it  were  in  a  winding-theet  of 
miat  aa  we  entered  the  "  jprat^  Tillaffe,  dotted  with  neat  eottaces 
and  gar  flower  gardens."  Mr.  Bauer's  farm,  nnder  the  Puke, 
and  adjoining  the  park,  Ijbg  in  the  centre  of  it.  The  cattle  were 
ffraaing  in  the  amaU  flelds  at  the  hack  of  the  honae  and  immenae 
nrmYfutl,  the  icanty  bite  was  helped  out  with  here  and  there  a 
small  bundle  of  hay.  The  eows,  however,  showed  the  effects  of 
good  management  and  careful  treatment  from  calf  hood,  and 
might  be  called  a  nseful  though  somewhat  nncTcn  lot.  Old 
Darlington  10th,  a  45  gs.  calf,  purchased  at  Mr.  Sainsbuiy's 
sale  in  1856,  and  own  sister  to  the  celebrated  800  ga.  Dar- 
lington 6th,  was  conspicuous  among  them  by  her  fine  charac- 
ter and  great  size;  with  crumpled  horns,  huge  cushioned 
rumps,  and  a  fine  quality  of  flesh  and  hair,  she  waa  as  good  a 
specimen  of  a  Shorthorn  as  one  often  meets.  Oxford  Bride 
was  also  a  pretty  cow,  and  cTidenUy  of  great  pro&t,  or  Mr. 
Butler  described  her  when  in  the  ring  "  a  real  good  'un."  The 
three-Year-old  heifers  were  admirable,  but  neither  the  two- 
year-olds  nor  the  yearlings,  save  three  or  four,  showed  to  very 
great  advantage.  JBy  far  the  best  portion  of  the  stock  were  the 
heifer  calves ;  nlaoed  in  a  comfortable  stiaw-yard  they  were 
certainly  not  only  one  of  the  prettiest  but  one  of  the  best  lots 
we  ever  saw,  and  were  broufht  out  in  the  height  of  bloom 
and  beauty.  They  were  mosUy  rich  roans,  full  of  long  hair, 
even  in  character,  and  the  very  pink  of  condition.  Pro- 
miscuous as  the  original  selection  ot  cows  might  have  been,  a 
master  mind  and  fiine  management  had  evidently  been  at  work, 
and  the  young  stock  gave  promise  of  what  might  have  been 
a  very  flrst-daas  stock  of  cows  in  a  few  years.  The  mist  hung 
so  thick  that  the  Duke^s  circular  tent  was  scarcely  visible 
90  yards  off,  but  a  tingling  bell  told  luncheon  was  ready,  though 
we  were  sorry  to  see  a  magnificent  spread  for  three  hundreu, 
with  scarcely  two  hundred  to  eigoy  it.  Tetbury  mop  and 
three  local  sales  attracted  part  of  what  would  have  oeen  a 
very  lar^  company,  but  soon  after  two  the  ring  was  encircled 
with  evidently  half  a  thousand  people.  Col.  lUngscote  pre- 
sided, and,  alter  the  loyal  toasts,  proposed  Mr.  Butl^s  health, 
and  allndcd  in  touching  terms  to  the  death  of  his  eldest  son, 
"  Tom  Butler,"  a  young  man,  who  was  not  alone  esteemed  by 
his  asjociates,  but  who  had  given  evidence  of  great  promise. 
A  drag,  with  the  young  Marquis  of  Worcester,  Col,  Kingscote, 
and  some  of  the  company,  was  drawn  to  the  ring  side,  when 
the  proceedings  then  commenced. 

old  Darling^n  the  flnt  lot  waa  put  in  at  thirty  and 
went  away  quickly  to  fifty ;  then  Mr.  John  Thompson,  the 
Duke*&  agent,  bid  against  Col.  Kingsoote's  steward  Burnett  to 
65  gs.,  and  the  glass  ran  to  the  astoniahment  of  the  company 
at  an  old  fourteen-year-old  cow  selling  so  high.  Mr.  Burnett, 
however,  got  her,  and  several  of  the  best  lots  for,  as  it  after- 
wards turned  out,  for  Mr.  Pavin  Davies,  who  has  removed  from 
Wales  and  taken  a  farm  a  few  miles  off  Badminton.  Some  of 
the  other  cows  were  doubtful,  and  much  satisfaction  was  ex- 
pressed by  the  company  at  the  straiehtforward  manner  in 
which  these  particulars  were  announced.  Oxford  Bride  drew 
bids  from  several  quarten,  and  at  last  Mr.  Lord  got  lier  for  the 
Marquis  of  Lansdowne.  Badminton  Girl,  a  large  fine  cow  with 
evidently  a  couple  of  quarten  gone,  went,  as  a  local  expressed 
it,  to  "  some  one  who  didn*t  want  milk,"  but  she  had  bred 
weU,  and  Mr.  Gibbon  secnred  both  her  progeny  at  cheap 
prices ;  they  go  to  Westmoreland.  Mr.  H.  MouseU  bought  a 
good  00 w  in  unity  2nd,  descended  from  Mr.  CottreU*s  stock, 
and  the  entrance  of  Ursula  16th  and  her  roan  bull  calf  made 
a  little  talk.  She  was  a  purehase  at  Didmarton,  and  many  bid 
for  her ;  at  last  Mr.  Long  (for  Lord  Fitzhardinge)  got  in  and 
bought  the  cow  at  45  as. ;  the  calf  was  put  up  at  6  gs.,  but 
some  of  the  larmen  m  the  neighbourhood  wanted  the 
breed,  so  Mr.  Long  was  run  up  to  17  gs.  for  it. 
Lavender  8th  was  a  particularly  nice-formed  cow  with  arched 
ribs,  and  closely  resembled  her  sister  Lavender  0th.  They 
were  both  bought  for  Mr.  Crnikshank,  as  well  aa  their  two 
heifer  calves,  and  go  to  swell  the  great  Sittington  herd.  Dar- 
lington 13th»  a  level  trae-made  animal,  rather  plain  in  eolonr, 
waa  the  best  milker  in  the  herd.  The  biddings  went  on  lan- 
Kuidly  between  Mr.  Burnett,  Mr.  Thompson,  and^Mr.  Pierse 
][whQ  WM  buying  Cqi  hii  Mt«t«  ia  Cidifenua}  up  to  n  huadredi 


and  the  oompanjr  cheered:  ''Go  on  ftgain,"  said  Mr.  Tim, 
"  one^*  other  which  meant  *  Ave,"  and  ^  gbsi  ni ;  so 
she  leaves  the  ooon^  in  December.  He  tot  s  gnd 
compaoioB  for  her  in  Oxford  Rose,  ten  Boafti  yossitr 
and  at  half  the  money.  The  next»  DaiUngUm  the  I4tk, 
a  thick  compact  red  heifer,  bad  the  eross  of  the  Miiqu 
of  Oxford,  and  as  the  company  wanted  the  next  lot,  vhiehTu 
out  of  lot  one,  she  went  cheap. to  Mr.  Turner,  of  lioeob. 
shire.  '  The  15th  had  plenty  of  hair  and  a  veiy  pie^  ail, 
and  in  calf  again,  so  she  went  merrily  along  to  a  haodred,  oi 
more  cheering  when  Mr.  Burnett  got  ber.  A  white  Dad^ 
ton  16th,  sister  to  tbe  lith,  was  of  very  elegant  (bra,  r^ 
dam  of  a  nice  buH  ealf.  She  was  a  cheap  lot  to  Mr.  Thoa^ 
son  at  86  gs.  But  Dariington  17th  was  the  bt  of  the  oj  , 
of  beautiful  form,  and  full  of  rich  roan  hair,  she  might  bn 
been  a  trifle  fuller  in  girth  and  a  little  more  femiiuse  ia  t^ 
head,  a  fault  appeitainiug  to  the  tribe.  Mr.  Bv«r 
and  Mr.  Pierse,  after  bids  for  Mr.  Cochrane,  fen^t  t 
out  to  166  gs.,  at  which  price  she  joined  her  dam;  Kr.  Fin 
taking  the  next  Darlin^n  out  of  the  13,  asdatluekrel 
heifer,  destined  for  Col.  Kingaoote's  Third  Duke  of  Cltroa, 
at  125  gs.  One  of  the  best  calves  out  of  lot  6  vuiito 
euter  a  show-yard,  and  Mr.  Fybus  takes  her  into  Uooaioatfc. 
shire  cheap  enougn  at  54  gs.  Her  companion,  Hie  Hisix 
7th,  goes  to  Canada,  but  Dariington  19th,  a  fin  moiAd 
calf,  nearly  doubled  the  price  her  grandmother  mA  A 
the  same  age  fourteen  yean  before,  uipt.  BlathvaT^ i  La^ 
Collinffham,  a  pure  Bates  bull  of  the  Tidget  tribe,  vu  a 
great  demand,  and  bids  went  well  along  up  to  115  p^  riin 
Mr.  Sharp  took  him  for  Lord  Aylesford's  herd  at  PBekiDfue. 
Count  BickentaffiQ  2nd,  although  a  nice  bull,  wu  boJU 
promising  sire,  and  went  the  way  of  all  flesh  at  40n.  Tb 
Darliu^n  buU  sold  weU  at  61  ga.,  but  for  the  otten  tk 
competition  was  very  dull;  two  steen  made  S8  gi.,  aai  « 
Eerd  Book,  handsomely  bound,  20  ga.  The  proceedisgi  M 
soon  after  four  o*ck)ck.  Total,  £2,831  l7s.  Ayenfi  i 
74  head,  £38  5b. 

THE  LATE  MR.  WILLIAM  HEWERS  HEKD. 

AT  SEVEN HIMPTOM,  WILTS,  OCT.  6TH. 

The  wliite  mist  never  cleared  off,  and  hung  thid  all  tfaroflf^ 
Gloucestershire,  and  in  the  **  happy  valley'*  of  SeTeahimm 
aa  the  atrangera  drove  up  the  day  after  the^admintoa  sik  to 
Swindon  Station.  Early  viaitora,  however,  dropped  ia  to  Iw 
well  over  the  piga ;  for  the  late  Mr.  Hewer  had  ibaad«d  fau 
atock  reputation  more  by  them  than  Shorthorn  ni  i^ 
though  he  had  yean  ago  ahown  both  with  anoeen.  Hie  Ben- 
aliirea,  however,  had  earried  all  before  them,  andvwaboat  Jo 
prizea,  including  aeveral  flrata  at  the  BoyaL  He  had  alnn  bets 
veryoareful  to  select  the  best-looking,  and  to  uae  tbe  botU«^ 
Sir  W.  Throckmorton*8,  Mr.  Edmonds',  Mr.  Smithy  udJlr 
Withers'  had  all  been  dipped  into,  but  lately  he  laidf  wfa: 
much  from  home.  Althoopi  he  exhibited  at  (Moid,  the  pp 
were  evidently  not  got  up,  and  indeed  many  might  wk 
been  fresher,  but  thev  had  all  fine  form,  good  headi  iiu 
backs,  and  were  wdl  on  their  legs;  a  few,  hottwj, 
fancied  they  might  have  been  longer.  Bat  thcf  «^ 
amazingly.  The  flrst  sow,  Jessie,  four  yean  old,  vi|^  » 
suckers  at  her  side,  went  cheapest  at  only  16  ga.  for  Mr.  Beai^- 
Witch,  eighteen  months  dd  and  in  pig,  fetched  19  p.  ai«  V 
W.  Ktxwiiliam),  and  her  own  suter.  Waif,  17  p..  0^-  ^'• 
Four  young  sows,  farrowed  in  January,  out  of  Sister  to  J(«^ 
fetched  52  gs.,  and  seven,  five  months  old,  out  of  Witcb,/9i^ 
The  Eari  of  lisbnme  (2)  a  sow  and  a  boar.  Mr-OM-I^* 
Kent  (3),  Mr.  J.  W.  Larking,  Sussex  (4),  Mr.  W.  WatU;*.; 
Lord  Cheaham  (2),  J.  Beattw,  Annan  (6),Mr.H.C.FbieOe^ 
(2),  Mr.  T.ArkeU  (2),  and  Mr.  H.  Humftay  (3)  »« ^ 

?nnoipal  buyeia.  A  nine-numtha  boar  firtehed  81  ga-  (*f- ^' , .' 
Ihirk^  Mr.  W.  Looker  got  one  at  16  «.,  lerea  awitfla  »* 
and  the  Eev.  W.  BaUey,  one  four  montha  old  at  ^Pf^ 
The  forty  piga  realised  £459  18a.,  or  aa  arefaga  of  £U  lUh 
which  ia  probabl/the  highest  price  that  has  ev«r  P  °"' 
realized  for  a  aimilar  lot  of  Berkahirea.  . 

The  Shorthoma  were  as  devoid  of  fcahiopawa  ««^^ 
th^  were  fall  of  nseful  qnaUtieB.    Bred  fcr  thir^7«"^ 
the  greatest  care  towards  quality  and  milk,  the  oat  of  o^ 
-"     •  •■   \  h^bemuMMl.  TbMm^V' 


much  5g[&in8t  their  appearance,  as  it  waa  *^^ P^fS» 


generally  with  Booth  Uooi, 

much  againat  their  appearan.^ ,    .. 

isg  lod  the  nUmi*  iateiwti.w  w«U,  «ltboagh  th«.«on; 
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fiur  prioM,  6om  SO  to  S8  gi.  Two  vtry  fine  rouu  were  bought 
to  go  to  SootliBd,  and  flre  ueftil  oows  to  Sumy.  The  two- 
jev-QUswentnptoSSn.,  and  the  yearlings,  low  in  con- 
dition, sold  better ;  but  for  the  calTes— a  yery  hairy,  pretty 
lot— the  demand  waa  good,  and  three  Epitaph  calves,  two,  Atc, 
and  fix  months  old,  made  13,  17^,  and  15  gs.  Three  aged 
bulls  went  at  butchers' value,  but  Bothwell,  a  two-year^ld, 
and  a  purchase  from  Aylesby,  fetched  71  gs.  (Mr.  S.  Beattie). 
The  competition  for  the  bull  calves  was  equal  to  the  demand 
for  the  pigs,  as  they  sold  remarkably  well,  up  to  2S  and  25  gs., 
and  the  last  of  all  the  three-months-old  fetched  82  gs.  from 
Mr.  H.  !Dnnn,  who  bought  several  bts.  Considering  the  state 
of  condition,  Uie  bad  season,  and  scarcity  of  grass,  not  to 
meiition  the  three  bad  years  fsrmers  have  had  in  the  district, 
the  sale  must  be  taken  as  a  good  one,  the  eighty  head  making 
nearly  £3,000,  or  an  average  of  £22  6s. 

TfllBTY  DEATTS  FROM  LADY  PIGOPS  HERD. 

At  Branches  Paxk,  Oct.  7th. 
This  sale  took  place  on  account  of  two  of  the  farms  being 

K'  en  up  at  Branches,  and  Messrs.  Newson  and  Stanley,  of 
ly,  sold  off  first  the  implements  and  afterwards  the  Suffolk 
horses,  Shropshire  sheep,  and  pigs.  The  cattle  could  be  called 
searcefy  anythin?  but  drafts,  tnongh  there  were  a  few  desirable 
lots  in  the  catalogne,  five  of  which  belonged  to  Mr.  J.  Bur- 
gees. Old  Pdyxena  never  came  in,  bein^  too  lame,  and 
FrinoesB  Patrick  was  the  first  to  make  anything  over  market 
price ;  she  went  to  66  gs.  La  Belle  Helene,  own  sister  to 
Ladv  Anne,  and  the  winner  of  several  premiums,  was  in  show- 
yard  condition,  but  scarcely  what  might  be  called  a  first-class 
animal.  Mr.  Gibson  who  buys  for  America,  and  Mr.  How  sat  be- 
side each  other  but  neither  of  them  bid,  so  the  fight  was  between 
Mr.  Martin,  of  littleport,  and  Mr.  Angerstein,  M.P.,  who  got 
her  at  a  100  for  his  Norfolk  estate.  lAdy  of  Branches,  a  very 
handsome  two-year-old,  with  abeautiftil  bosom,  made  80  gs. 
(Mr.  Angerstein,  jun.).  and  was  the  only  one  of  Mr.  Bruere's 
stoek  that  went  to  anything  like  an  extra  price.  Mantalini  2nd, 
with  a  good  thick  body  but  a  plain  head  and  horn,  the  prise 
calf  of  last  year,  and  a  70gs.  purchase  at  the  BAffhy  Sale  1868, 
was  put  up  at  100  gs.,  and  after  some  few  bids  fell  to  Mr. 
Angostdn,  inn.,  at  160  gs.  for  his  Ashby  St.  Leger's  estate, 
Rogby.  Bir.  Angerstein.  jun.,  also  took  Pele  at  76  gs., 
and  imperial  Roiw  3rd,  a  handsome  rich  roan  hairy 
calf,  was  bought  for  Mr.  Q.  F.  Smith,  of  Hull,  for  66  gs. 
Ths  huUs  must  be  called  only  a  second  rate  lot,  and  two  out 
of  the  dam  of  Lady  Anne  fetched  respeetively  27  and  81  n. 
None  of  the  bulls  putupfor  hire  were  let,  and  the  thirty  lold 
averaged  nearly  £40.  The  horses  sold  fairly,  and  some  of  the 
sheep  and  pigs  well.  A  very  large  company  witnessed  the 
proceedings,  which  were  over  in  good  time.  Total,  £1,178 
l8s. ;  average  of  SO  head,  £30  2s.  7d. 


THE  BUTLEY  ABBEY  SALE. 

BT  KS.  A.  BOND. 

Mr.  Crisp  died  in  Fehmar^fr,  1869.  Li  the  following 
July  some  of  the  choicest  of  his  breeding  animals  were  sold 
bj  auction,  the  execaton  retaining  a  portion  for  the  final 
side  when  the  tana  was  to  be  given  np.  This  took  place 
in  tlie  last  week  in  September,  and  the  1,280  lots 
in  the  catalogne  give  some  idea  of  the  extent  of  the 
occnptttion  the  late  proprietor  had  in  hand  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  No  little  credit  is  due  to  the  auctioneer  for 
getting  through  his  labonrs  in  three  days.  On  this  occa- 
sion Mr.  Robert  Bond  put  up  the  first  lot 
at  the  time  advertised — a  practice  we  earnestly 
commend  to  the  notice  of  all  aoctioneera  at  all  sales; 
why  it  ahonld  ever  be  departed  from*  or  for  whose  benefit 
the  cUanea  "to  a  minnte,""ten  o'clock  pnnctaally,'' 
"  one  fbr  half  past,"  are  inserted  in  fimn  aale  advertise- 
ments we  have  yet  to  learn.  The  common  result  of  all 
such  usdeas  notice  is  that  the  aale  commences  anything  but 
panctmUhr,  and  the  business  part  of  the  company  is  kent 
wwtisg  in  the  auctioneer  in  the  norniDg,  while  people 


leave  before  the  sale  is  concluded  at  the  end  of  the  day. 
The  catalogue  embraced  nearly  100  horses,  more  tJiau  100 
head  of  cattle,  160  breeding  pigs,  and  2,000  sheep,  besides 
the  usual  effects  in  dead  stock,  in  addition  to  which  there 
was  an  infinity  of  articles  of  machinery,  scientific  and 
practical,  the  like  of  which  few  have  seen  collected 
in  one  man's  lifetime.  Such  a  sale  was  pretty 
sure  to  attract  a  large  attendance,  and  on  Wednesday 
the  company  must  have  numbered  thousands — a  vast  por- 
tion of  which  were  more  likely  to  try  the  temper  of  the 
auctioneer  than  to  inspire  hopes  of  spirited  competition. 
The  agents  of  Lord  Derby,  lient. -Colonel  Wilson,  and  a 
few  otiiers  were  there,  however,  to  give  hopes  of  better 
things,  and  most  of  the  Suffolk  breeders  were  personally 
represented ;  but  the  knowledge  that  the  best  of  the  horses 
and  cattle  had  been  already  disposed  of  kept  many  away, 
and  hence  the  average  pricea  made  by  the  horses  were 
nothing  extraordinary.  The  highest  priced  mare  waa 
bought  by  Mr.  Garrett — a  thick-set  short-legged  animal, 
well  worth  what  she  made — 66  gs.  Diamond,  a  four 
years  old,  said  to  be  in  foal,  a  daughter  of  Wolton's 
Warrior,  as  fine  a  stamp  of  a  cart  mare  as  one 
wants  to  see,  was  bought  by  Mr.  Toller  for  55  gs. 
Mr.  Loft,  who  bought  freely  at  the  Newhoum  HaU  s^e, 
secured  Depper  at  40  and  Doughty  at  46g8.,  both  in 
foal,  as  well  as  the  seven-year-old  Diamond  for  56gs.  This 
was  the  second-prize  mare  at  Sudbury,  and  the  dam  of 
the  first-prise  foal  at  the  same  show,  sold  at  this  sale  to 
Col.  Wilson  for  51gs.  He  is  by  the  noted  Cupbearer,  and 
is  likely  to  be  seen  at  many  a  show  in  future,  where,  in  the 
hands  of  his  new  owner,  he  should  be  a  winner.  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Bayham  Hall,  and  Mr.  M.  Sexton,  of  Wher- 
stead,  were  the  other  principal  bidders.  The  ten  best 
mares  made  an  average  of  about  £45  each.  The  old 
Cretingham  Bookery  mare  (18  years  old),  a  three-years- 
old  winner  at  Framlingham,  and  a  70gs.  purchase  at  Mr. 
Barthropp's  sale,  made  only  24g8.,  andher  yearling  filly  was 
bought  by  Mr.  M.  BiddeU  for  29gs.,  both  likely  bargains. 
One  great  drawback  to  the  sale  of  the  mares  was  their 
being  in  foal  to  a  very  ordinary  horse,  a  son  of  old  May 
Duke ;  for  although  tiie  foals  and  yearlings  were  by  Mr. 
Garrett's  celebrated  horse  Cupbearer,  none  of  the  mares 
were  covered  by  him.  The  highest  priced  stallion  was  the 
three-year-old  Captain,  knocked  down  to  Mr.  Packard  at 
90  gs.  A  yearling  Cupbearer  made  44  gs.,  and  a  two- 
year-old  something  less. 

The  Shorthorns  made  no  more  than  dairy  or  grazing 
prices,  but  the  pigs  seemed  in  greater  force  than  ever, 
especially  the  blacks.  The  highest  priced  white 
Norfolk  sow  fetched  20^  gs.,  and  was  bought  by  Mr. 
Packard,  Mr.  Copeman  giving  16^  gs.  for  another, 
and  Mr.  Long  bought  one  lot  for  10^  gs.,  nine 
of  the  best  of  these  averaging  about  £10  each. 
Mr.  Packard  gave  18  guineas  for  the  best  small  breed 
white  boar,  and  Lord  Rendlesham  bought  one  at  8  gs., 
and  another  at  a  less  figure.  Perfection,  the  18-guinea 
purchase,  was  a  very  good  animal,  though  with  hardly 
width  enough  about  the  jowl.  The  black  sows  were,  if 
anything,  better  than  those  sold  hut  year.  The  prices 
for  them  on  Thursday  were  31, 21,  19i,  17, 16i.  15,  14, 
&c. ;  the  ten  best  averaging  something  like  £17  each, 
the  whole  lot  offered,  24  in  all,  making  just  upon  £10 
each.  The  highest  priced  sow  was  bought  by  Mr.  Bar- 
thropp  (a  commission),  at  81  gs.  Mr.  Harding  (Kent), 
gave  21  gs.  for  a  10  months  sow,  perhaps  about  the  best 
animal  offered  that  day,  and  Mr.  Herman  Biddell 
secured  the  fellow  to  her  at  15i  guineas.  Mr.  Sexton, 
always  ready  to  add  a  real  good  thing  to  the 
Wherstead  herd,  bought  one  of  the  best  at  17 
guineas,  as  well  as  the  dam  of  Mr.  Hard- 
ing's, Mr.  Barthropp's,  and  Mr.  Blddell's  purchases, 
a  grand  2|  yean  old  ww,  likely  enough  with  a  Wher- 
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Btead  boar  to  breed  a  similar  lot.  The  other  pnrchasen 
wen  Messn.  Proat,  Cordy,  Coleman,  Weathorpe,  &c. 
The  black  boars  ranged  from  17  gs.  downwards— the 
highest  price  being  given  by  Mr.  Barthropp  for  Mr. 
Johnson ;  the  same  buyer  for  some  one  else,  another  at 
14i  gs. ;  then  foUow  Mr.  Herman  Biddell  at  Hi  gs., 
Mr.  Cornish  at  11  gs.,  and  others  at  a  shade  less.  The 
other  buyers  were  Messrs.  Copeman,  Clazton,  Doekering, 
Wolton,  Pettitt,  &c.  Neither  Mr.  Steam  nor  Mr.  Man- 
fred Biddell  seemed  very  much  iucUned  for  the  Botley 
crou,  although  the  former  ran  close  np  for  the 
18  gs.  Perfection  and  the  latter  for  one  or  two 
young  pigs  of  the  black  breed.  The  ten  beet  ave- 
raged £11  each.  A  herd  like  this  is  not  easUy  bred, 
bought,  or  collected  together  by  any  means,  bat  the  large 
number  of  good  animals,  boars  and  breeding  sowa,  scat- 
tered broadcast  over  the  conntry,  must  soon  make  their 
mark  in  the  general  character  of  the  swine  of  the  district 
to  which  they  are  sent.  We  were  gkd  to  observe  that 
many  of  7,  8,  and  1 0  gninea  boars  were  bought  by  tenant 
fkrmers ;  not  breeders  for  the  showyard,  but  by  those  who 
begin  to  see  the  value  of  the  showyard  pig  n>r  practical 
purposes — that  is,  for  crossing  and  improving  the  farmer's 
stock  who  breeds  for  profit  as  well  as  for  competition. 

The  sheep  were  sold  on  Friday.  Many  years  ago  Mr. 
Crisp  stood  high  in  Sonthdowns.  At  the  early  meetings 
of  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society  he  took  first  for  old  and 
shearliuff  rams.  Since  then  he  kept  a  very  pure  Sussex- 
like  flock,  but  had  not  exhibited  for  many  years  previous 
to  his  death.  The  ewes  were  of  a  very  nice  character, 
but  fetched  little  more  than  market  prices. 


SALE    OP    SHORTHORNS    AT    KEITH- 

MORE,  N.  B. 

Mr.  CantUe*8  second  annnal  sale  of  Shorthorn  boll-calves 
and  Kojrpfau  cows  and  heifers  took  place  at  Keithmore,  Dnff- 
town,  in  the  nplands  of  Banffshire. 

BULL  CALVES. 

M'Mahon,  red  and  white,  calved  March  10, 1870.— Mr.  Tliom- 
son,  IVnett,  Fochabers,  23  m. 

Norwood,  roan,  calved  Ifarch  27,  1870.— Mr.  M'Lennan, 
Meikle  Urohany,  Nairnshire,  26  gs. 

Crown  Prince,  red,  calved  January  24, 1870.— Mr.  Edwards, 
Birchfleld,  24  n. 

Basaine,  roan,  calved  March  16, 1870.— Mr.  M'Lennan,  20  gs. 

Bismard^,  roan,  calved  February  23, 1870. — Mr.  Brace,  Barn- 
side,  24  gt. 

ONEYEAK-OLD  HEIFERS. 

Prise  Eose  IL,  calved  July  5,  1869.— Mr.  Simpson,  Cluny- 
more,  18  gs. 

Rosebud,  red,  calved  Jane  5, 1869.— Mr.  Garland,  Cowbythe, 
Portsoy,  17  gs. 

TWO-YEABrOLD  HEIFERS. 
Rosie,  roan,  calved  April  4, 1868.— Mr.  M*Lennan,  30  gs. 
Clara,  red,  calved  April  26, 1868.— Mr.  Wilson,  Anchindacliy, 

Keith,  26  gs. 
Dowry  III.,  red,  calved  March  16, 1868.— Mr.  Allan,  Gram- 

mondlach,  Ross-shire,  26  gs. 

COWS. 
Tibby,  roan,  calved  Jannaiy  13, 1866.— Mr.  Allan,  21  gs. 
Daisy,  red  and  white,  calved  Mareb  21,  1866.— Mr.  Allan, 

26  gs. 
Premiam  Y.,  calved  AprU  28, 1861.— Mr.  Grant,  Pans,  Elgin, 

22  gs. 
Jessie,  red  and  white,  calved  March  1, 1861. — ^Mr.  Dawson, 

Cairnie,  20  gs. 

HEIFER  CALVES. 
Jeanie  Deans,  roan,  calved  March  22,  1870.— Mr.  Gordon, 

TaUochaUam,  171  gs. 


Eugenie,  roan,  calved  Janoary  12, 1870.— Mr.  AlLm,  S3  p.. 
Maris,  roan,  calved  Febraaiy  26, 1870.— Mr.  Brace.  21  gL 
DoUy,  red,  calved  April  20, 1870.— Mr.  M^VrilHam,  Stoajtoi, 

16|gs. 
Prenuam  IV.,  roan,  calved  April  28,  1870.— Mr.  Stmrt, 

Newton,  Rothes,  121  gs. 

POLLED  BULL. 
Tommy  Dodd,  calved  May  6, 1870.— Mr.  MOXwald.  SheBrJ, 
Cabrach,  15  gs. 


SHEEP  SALES  AND  LETTIN6S 

EILHAM  ANNUAL  SALE  OF  SHEEP.-'Hk  itek 
brought  forward  consisted  of  about  2,200  ewes,  guBDers,  led 
dinmonts  from  the  farms  of  Kilham,  Mindrom,  Weit  Nevtn, 
and  Teavering.  The  sale  commenced  shortly  sftertvo  o'doti 
with  the  Kilham  half-bred  ewes.  The  folknriDg  ven  \u 
averages: 

1870.       180 

Kilham half-bred ewes  46s.  Od.  3S».^. 

Mindrum  Leioestor ewes    46s.l0d.  ^\u^- 

Yeavering  half-bred  ewes  44«.  Od.   SkTK 

West  Newton  half-bred  ewes 4ii.  6d.      - 

Yeaveriag  Cheviot  ewes 278.  lOd.  25i.eK 

Kilham  half-bred  gimmers SSs-lld.  863.01 

Mindrum  three-puts-bred  gimmers 478. 7id.  41k  5i 

Mindram  Leicester  simmers 45s.  Od.   4&.  U 

Yeavering  &  West  Newton  b.-b.  gimmers  378.  lOd.      — 

KUham  half-bred  dinm^ts  48s.  4d.   57i.  Oi 

Yeavering  &  West  Newton  h.b.  dinmonU  4Ss.  Sd.  4Si  Oi 
The  ewes  sold  at  about  6«.  6d.  a  head  above  the  pticei  ^ 
tained  last  year,  and  the  other  kinds  from  2s.  6d.  to  Si.  iWr 
lastyear.    The  total  sum  realised  was  £5,100  Os.  6d. 

THE  WESTDEAN  SOUTHDOWNS.— This  ibck,  tk 
oropei^  of  Mr.  C.  Waters,  who  is  about  to  qsil  W*- 
dean  farm,  was  sold  by  auction  1^  Mr.  S.  Soutberdes.  Tv 
flock  was  bred  firom  ewes  selected  nom  the  floeb  of  J.  ViAe, 
R.  Woodman,  T.  Saxby,  T.  Cooper,  J.  8.  Tamer,  sad  W.  r 
Ashby;  crossed  by  rams  bred  by  the  late  J.  Webb,  aoa  hrn 
since  been  crossed  by  rams  from  the  flodts  of  W.  Bigda, 
Messrs.  Heasman,  K.  Bovs,  and  the  late  J.  Wstoi.  At 
severity  of  the  summer  had  not  been  without  its  ^^9^ 
the  condition  of  the  sheep,  especially  the  older  daisei  M 
mouthed  ewes:  Four  lots  of  live  were  severs^  «oU  to  Mr 
P.  H.  EUis,  Clavton  Court,  at  45s..  and  to  Mr.  Tkfaur,  Bet; 
ham-street,  at  438.  (three  bte).  Thirteen  lots  of  ta  ven  «y 
to  Mr.  R.  Brown,  AUington,  at  42s.  6d.  and  Sfls. ;  Mr.  Fagt, 
Bongmer,  S6s.  to  S8s.  6d.;  Mr.  Faxtou,  WilUBgdos.  37i  to 
408. ;  Mr.  P.  H.  EUis,  S8s.  6d. ;  Mr,  Caffya,  Cockldd> 
Mr.  T.  Bannister,  Hayward*s  Heath,  a7s.  6d. ;  sad  Mr.  Ho^ 
Newhaven,  37s.  Two  lots  of  twenty  were  booriit  by  Mr. 
Matthews,  Ransoombe,  at  37s.,  and  Mr.  W.  Bsastster,  lot- 
field,  at  35s.  6d.  Sis-tooth  ewes  :  Four  loU  of  in  w 
severally  sold  to  Mr.  Heasman,  Angmeriug,  at  46s.  (tvo  »U;  > 
to  Mr.  Ticker,  at  48s. ;  and  Mr.  W  Baiuuiter  st  4Ss.  Sem 
teen  loU  of  ten  were  sold  to  Mr.  W.  Bannister  at  STs.  to  «» 
to  Mr.  R.  Brown,  AUington,  at  S7s.to44s.;  Mr.R.Bnta, 
Westham,  at  39s.;  Mr.  Hobfaa,  Newhaven,  ^i.  ai^- 
Mr.  J.  Homewood  368. ;  and  Mr.  Paxton  358.  6d.  F«r 
tooth  ewes :  The  four  lots  of  five  were  sold  to  Mr.  B.  Cw. 
Berwick,  at  60s. ;  to  Mr.  W.  Bigden,  Hove  (vbo  booflit « 
Mr.  Perkins,  of  Thripton,  Cambridgeshire),  st  468.  tsd  4^^ 
and  to  Mr.  Groom  at  46s.  Seventeen  lots  of  tea  wweKven^ 
sold  to  Mr.  Humphrey,  Ashington,  at  586. ;  Mr.  Bigdes  (» 
Mr.  Perkins),  at  41s.;  Mr.  J.  Homewood  st  4Qs.iad45i. 
Mr.  Q.Hudson  at  43s.  to  48s.;  Mr.  W.  Bannister  at  4Md^ 
to  45s. ;  Mr.  T.  Cooper,  Norton,  46s. ;  Mr.  J.  Keat,  Switto 
46s. ;  Mr.  Brown,  AUioffton,  438. ;  and  Mr.  HobbilQi.  Tr^ 
tooth  ewes :  The  four  lots  of  five  were  sold  to  Mr.  J.  W- 
Northease,at66s.(twoloU);  Mr.  E.  Gsne,  Berwick,  st  6^ 
andMr.T.Saxby,Pirle,at63a.  Twenty  lots  of  tsswejep 
chased  by  Mr.  R.  Evans  at  48s.  and  64s.;  Mr.  Brows. JW- 
ton,  at  47s.  to  59s. ;  Mr.  W.  P.  Ashby,  fiaiidesB.  52^  ^ 
to  65s. ;  Mr.  J.  Filder,  Jevington,  488.  sad  W^  J*;.! 
Bannister,  48s.  to  61s. ;  Mr.  J.  Saiby  58s.;  Mr.  Birftti^ 
Mr.  Perkins)  52s.;  Mr.  Qravsmark  (for  Mis.  M.  »i^ 
Godalming)  51b.;  and  Mr.Oroom,  FolkiBgtos,4<9.  ^ 
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ewe  lambs :  Four  lots  of  five  to  Mr.  E.  Cane  at  40s. ;  Mr.  J. 
Saxliy  SOk  and  SSa.;  and  Mr.  J.  Filder  81s.  Tfcn  lots  of  ten 
to  Mr.  Cooper,  Eastboome,  at  258.  to  278. ;  Mr.  H.  Waters, 
Emsx,  26s.  and  30b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Saxby,  Bottingdean,  278. ;  Mr.  f. 
Noskes,  Eodmell,  828.:  and  Mr.  B.  Woodman  28s.  Kve 
btB  of  twenty  were  sold  to  Mr.  B.  Brown  at  268.  and  27s.; 
Mr.  Cooper  26s. ;  and  Mr.  O.  Hodson  269.  Rams  :  Six- 
tooth  ram,  aire  bied  by  Mr.  Heasman,  7  gs.,  Mr.  B.  Waters, 
Moteombe ;  ditto,  5|  gs.,  Mr.  Hodson ;  ditto,  30  gs.,  Mr. 
Waters;  ditto,  sire  Mr.  J.  Waten's  ram,  h.  c.  at  Plymouth, 
11  gi.,  Mr.  Hodson ;  ditto,  £6,  Mr.  Cooper ;  ditto,  6  gs.,  Mr. 
Cooper.  Four-tooth  ram,  bred  by  Mr.  Ashby,  4^  es.,  Mr. 
HodsoD.  Two-tootb  ram,  sire  a  Bopfn  nun,  £4  lOs.,  the  Earl 
of  Haddington:  ditto,  £4  14s.  6d.,  Mr.  Hobbs,  Newharen ; 
ditto,  £7,  the  Earl  of  Haddington.  Bam  lambs :  These  pos- 
sen  blood  from  the  flock  of  J.  Wehb,  W.  P.  Ashby,  and  J. 
Waters,  and  were  sold  at  the  following  prices— Mr.  G.  Hodson 
4  gi.  to  17  gs. ;  Mrs.  Marshall,  Go£dminff,  6  gs.  and  7  gs. ; 
Mr.  J.  Gorrioge,  Eastbourne,  15  gs.  for  eiyht ;  Mr.  Mockett, 
Crowlink,  two  at  5  gs.  each;  Mr.  J.  Filder  6  gs.  and  6  gs. ; 
and  Mr.  E.  Waters  1^  gs. 

THE  LATE  MB.  IX)NG'S  HAMPSIHRE  DOWN 
FIX)CiC,  at  Orerton,  Marlbrou^h,  by  Mr.  Marsh.  The 
flock  consisted  of  2,000  ewes  and  chilver  lambs.  The  two- 
teeth  ewes  were  sold  in  lots  of  twenly,  and  the  highest 
piice  obtained  was  4l8.  a  head,  the  lowest  27s.  ScTcral  loU 
made  40i.,S6s.,  358.  6d.,  35s.,  and  S4s.  a  head.  The  four- 
teeth  ewes  rangied  from  438.  (at  whieb  two  bts  were  sold)  to 
3h.  Some  of  th«  intermediate  lots  realized  42s.,  41s.  6d., 
40s.,  aad  SSs.  6A.  a  head.  The  highest  price  for  sis-teeth 
eta  was  50s.,  tha  lowest  28s. ;  other  lots  were  knocked  down 
at  43s.,  48s.,  428.  6d.,  4l8.,  408.  6d.,  308.,  and  37s.  6d.  a  head. 
The  chiWer  Iambs,  which  were  small,  ranged  from  29s.  to  ISs. 
6d.  a  head.  The  dead  stock,  oxen,  horses,  and  hay  were  sold 
on  Wednesday.  The  cart-horses  particularly  fetched  fiood 
price*,  realisin|r  respectively  42gs.,  40gB.,  30g8.,  38gs.,  87gs., 
the  arenge  beings  just  upon  SOgs.  The  working  oien  averaged 
iK41  lOa.  per  pair,  the  highest  price  being  £48. 

SALE  OF  HAJfPSHIRE  DOWNS.—Messrs.  Ewer  and 
Wiostanley  sold  by  auction,  on  the  premises  at  Bishopsdown 
FariD,  700  ewes  and  lambs,  and  seven  rams,  the  property  of 
Hessn.  HoUowaT,  who  are  quitting  the  farm.  The  whole  of 
the  sheep  were  of  the  Improved  Hampshire  Down  breed,  and 
were  descended  from  the  stock  of  Mr.  Bawlence,  Mr.  Dibben, 
the  late  Mr.  Waters,  of  Stratford,  and  other  eminent  breeders. 
The  sale  was  attended  by  a  veir  large  number  of  the  agricul- 
tnrists  of  the  district.  177  chUver  Iambs  realized  prices  vary- 
ing from  278.  per  head  down  to  20s.  The  four-teeth  ewes 
vere  sold  at  pnces  ranging  from  388.  6d.  to  298.  6d. ;  the  six- 
teeth  ewes  sold  at  378. 6d.  to  328. ;  the  fnll-mouth  ewes  ranged 
from  33s.  6d.  to  27s. ;  the  two-teeth  rams  at  Irom  50s.  to  42s. 

THE  COBSKIE  LEICESTEB3.— A  displenish  sale  of 
the  whole  fiock  of  sheep,  the  property  of  Mr.  John  Hannay, 
Corikie  Bank,  Banff,  took  phce  on  the  farm  at  Corskie.  The 
stock  included  70  ewes,  55  ewe  lambs,  37gimmers,  32  shear- 
ling taps,  2  two-vear-old  tups,  and  45  tup  lambs.  The 
average  price  of  34  shearling  rams  was  £4  38.  6d.,  the  highest 
price  being  £11.  The  tup  lambs  averaged  £2  38.  4d.,  the 
nighest  price  being  £6.  The  ewes  averaged  £3  5s.  9d.,  the 
highest  price  was  £7  10s.  The  ewe  Uunbs  averaged  £2  9s. 
3d.,  the  highest  price  was  £3  17s.  6d. 

MESSBS.  SYMES*  HAMPSHIBE  DOWN  PLOCK.— 
This  floek,  the  proper^  of  Messrs.  J.  and  G.  Symes,  who 
are  aboat  to  leave  St  Giles'  Farm,  Cranbome,  was  sold  on 
Oct.  8th.  It  comprised  about  1,800  ewes  and  lambs.  Mr. 
•f.  Waters,  of  Saksbnry,  was  entrusted  with  the  sale.  The 
iint  of  28  lots  of  chilver  lambe  were  turned  into  the  riuff. 
The  highest  price  realized  was  368. ;  the  lowest  Ids.  a-head, 
the  average  beins  about  26s.  The  wether  lambs  averaged  21s., 
and  the  two-teeth  ewes  about  33s.  a-head.  The  highest  price 
was  488.,  and  the  lowest  29s.  The  four-teeth  ewes  ranged 
from  42e.  to  S4s.,  the  average  being  aboot  388.  a-head.  Six- 
teeth  ewes  sold  at  from  44e.  to  39s.  a-head,  and  made  an 
average  of  about  40s.  6d.  One  lot  of  full-mouthed  ewes  sold 
at  458. ;  tiie  others  realized  40s.  and  398.  a-head,  the  average 
being  40«.  Coll  ewes  and  wethers  averaged  40s.  Average  of 
all  the  ewes,  38t.  One  lot  of  dir  cull  ewes  made  46s.  a-head : 
others  41s.  and  408.  The  ram  lambs  fetched  about  3  guineas 
a  pair ;  and  one  ram  made  £5  10s. 


BAM  SALES  AT  BABTON  FAIB.-A  large  number  of 
rams  were  offered  for  sale  by  auction.  Messrs.  Moore  and 
Hill,  of  Cirencester,  sold  nine  shearlings,  hred  by  Mr.  Powler, 
of  Ajton  Fkrm,  at  an  average  of  £7  Is.  5d.,  and  some  bred  by 
Mr.  T.  Clarke  at  an  average  of  £5  158.  6d.  Mr.  J.  Yillar 
sold  Cotswold  rams  from  the  flocks  of  the  following  breeders 
and  at  the  subjoined  average  prices  :  Mr.  £.  Handy,  Sierford, 
£7  9s. ;  Mr.  G.  Fletcher,  Shipton,  £7 ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Fletcher, 
Shipton,  £6  12s. ;  Mr.  T.  B.  Browne,  Salperton,  £7  Is. ;  Mr. 
W.  Smith,  Bibury,  £7  lOs. ;  Mr.  W.  Jones,  Pegglesworth,  £6 
8s.  6d. ;  Mr.  J.  Humphris,  Hawling,  £4 14s.  6d.;  and  Mr.  H. 
Cole,  Ajihbrook,  £6  6s. ;  also  Oxford  Downs  from  the  flock  of 
Mr.  C.  Hobbs,  Maiseyhampton,  £6  lOs.,  and  frt)m  Mr.  G. 
Wallis,  Bampton,  £9  28.;  and  Shropshire  Downs  from  the 
flock  of  LordSudeley,  £5  15s.  6d. 

PEBTH  ANNUAL  SALE  AND  SHOW  OF  BAMS 
took  place  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  28.  The  stock  com]>rised  360 
Leicester  shearling  rams,  15  Cotswold  and  Shropshire  down 
rams,  40  Leicester  tup  lambs,  40  blackfaced  rams  and  tup 
lambs,  and  270  Leicester  ewes,  gimmers,  and  ewe  lambs.  The 
Leicesters  were  from  the  principal  breeders  in  the  counties  of 
Perth,  Forfar,  Kincardine,  and  Kinross.  The  foUowing  are 
the  average  prices  made  for  the  principal  lots,  viz. : — ^Mr. 
Taylor,  Bedcastle,  £5  Os.  6d. ;  Mr.  HaUey,  Domock,  £2  19s. ; 
Earl  of  Dalhonsie,  £6  16s.;  Mr.  Bae,  Haddo,  £4  lis.  Sd. ; 
Mr.  Cowie,  Balhonsie,  £6  19s.  4d. ;  Mr.  Johnston,  Caimheg, 
£5  5s.  lOd. ;  Mr.  Fenwick,  Leadkeltie,  £3  Is.  2d.;  Mr.  J. 
Maxton  Grahame,  of  Bedgorton,  £5  Is.  6d. ;  Mr.  Muirhead, 
Durdie,  £3  Ids.  Id. ;  Mr.  Flockhart,  Annocroich,  £Z  88.  6d. ; 
Mr.  Lyall,  Old  Montrose,  £5  12s.;  Messrs.  M'Glashan, 
Clevage,  £2  lis.  3d. ;  Mr.  Hart,  Kirklands,  £3  7s.  7d. ;  Mr. 
Buxton,  Farnell,  £0  14e. ;  Mr.  Wedderspooa,  Masterfleld, 
£6  128.  6d.;  Mr.  Goodlet,  Bolsham,  £5  13s.;  Mr.  Smith, 
Balmain,  £3  10s. ;  Mr.  Baptie,  Hardwoodbum,  £3  8s. ;  Mr. 
Fergnsson,  Kinnochtey,  £5  lOs.  5d.;  Mr.  Gold,  Murthly 
Home  Farm,  £4.3s.  7d. ;  Mr  Somverville,  Carey,  £3 17s. ;  Mr. 
Bell,  Glentarkie,  £3  3s.  6d. ;  Mr.  Gardiner,  Chapelbauk,  £4; 
Mr.  Whyte,  Muirhead,  £3  17s.  6d.  Leicester  ewes  and  gim- 
mers—Mr.  Whyte,  Muirhead,  £3  Oa.  4d. ;  Mr.  Bae,  Haddo, 
£2  4e. ;  Ml*.  Gorrie,  Innerdunning,  £2  Is.  2d. ;  Mr.  Lyall, 
Old  Montrose,  £2  78. ;  Mr.  Gold,  MurtUv,  £2  lOs.  9d. ;  Mr. 
Taylor,  Bedcastle,  £2  ie,  6d. ;  Mr.  J.  M.  Grahame^  Bedgorton, 
£2  4«.  lOs. ;  Mr.  Boist,  ^Ormiston,  £2  8s. ;  Mr.  Gardiner, 
Chapelbauk,  £2  2s.  3d. ;  Mr.  Fenwick,  Leadkelty,  £1  18s.  6d. 
Blackfaced  rama— Mr.  Archibald,  Ovenhiels,  £3  2s.  Id. ;  Mr. 
Williamson,  Lawers>  £4  28.  6d. 

SALE  OP  FAT  STOCK.->Tbe  cattle  fed  in  the  Home 
Park,  Hampton  Court,  the  properbp  of  her  Migesty  the 
Qoeen,  were  sold  by  auction  by  Mr.  Cowles,  acting  under  the 
instructions  of  Colonel  Maude.  There  were  81  beasts,  polled 
and  homed  Soots.  They  realised  £1,829,  an  average  of 
£22  lis.  each. 


LAUDEBDALE  AGBICULTUBAL  SOCIETY.— The 
annual  show  of  rams  in  connection  with  the  above  sodetv 
was  held  at  Lauder.  A  large  show  of  ewes  and  rams,  au 
of  which  were  bred  upon  farms  in  the  county  of  Ber- 
wick. The  judges  were  Mr.  Todd,  Cardonna ;  Mr.  Stephenson, 
Mid-Lothian ;  and  Mr.  White,  Hullon  Knowe.  The  following 
were  the  awards :  Leicester  ram  above  one  shear,  G.  Wight, 
Carfrae ;  Leicester  shearling  ram,  J.  Banciman,  Wantonwallis ; 
iwA  Leicester  ewes,  T.  Simsou,  Blainslie ;  two  Leicester  ewe 
lambs,  T.  Simsou ;  five  half-bred  ewes,  G.  J.  Ben  wick,  Corsbie ; 
five  half-bred  ewe  kmbs,  H.  Hogg,  Symington ;  two  Cheviot 
rams  ahove  one  shear,  B.  Durie,  Broadshawrig ;  two  Cheviot 
shearling  rams,  —  Archibald,  Glengalt ;  flva  Cheviot  ewea 
—  Arembald;  Ave  Cheviot  ewe  lambs,  H.  Hogg ;  two  black- 
faced  rams  above  one  shear,  J.  Graham,  Clints  ;  two  black- 
faced  shearlings,  J.  Graham ;  five  blackfaced  ewes,  —  Archi- 
bald, OvershiMs ;  Ave  bkckfaoed  ewe  lambs,  G.  M'Dongall, 
Blythe.  The  usual  sale  of  rams  took  place,  Mr.  Davidson, 
MeLroee,  acting  as  auctioneer.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the 
sales  :  Mr.  Simsou,  Blainslie,  eleven,  highest  £7  2s.  6d.,  ave- 
rage £5  19s. ;  Mr.  Bertram,  Addenstone,  seven,  highest  £5 
llB,  6d.,  average  £5  2s. ;  Mr.  Smith,  Leaderfoot,  four,  highest 
£4  168.,  average  £4  lis.  6d. ;  Mr.  Dickieson,  Maidenhall, 
sixteen,  highest  £7  22s.  Od.,  average  £5  ISe.  9d. 
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SALE  OF  MB.  FAWOETT'S  SHOBTHOBNS, 
AT  SCALEBY  CASTLE,  ON  OCTOBBK  20th. 

BT  K ft.  JOHN  THOSNTON. 

This  lale  of  about  Mtj  head,  from  Mr.  Pawcetf  s  herd,  was 
to  have  taken  place  tiro  days  before  Mr.  Saunders'  sale  at 
Nonwich,  last  month,  but  an  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth 
disease  caused  the  sale  to  be  nostponed.  This  not  only  re- 
duced the  card  item  of  the  stock,  but  also  deterred  mauY  from 
baying.  A  certificate  of  health  was  given  by  the  local  vete- 
rinary inspector ;  but  a  wet  day  kept  many  away,  still  the 
rin^  was  well  filled,  and  Col.  Graham  was  verr  happy  in  the 
chair  at  the  lunch,  which  took  place  in  the  large  nursery  of 
the  old  castle.  Mr.  T.  Gibbons  was  judge  of  the  sale.  Most 
of  the  cowa  ranged  from  20  gs.  to  SO  gs. ;  some  of  the  animals 
had,  however,  not  held,  and  others  were  slightly  doubtful,  so 
that  there  was  a  general  combination  of  mishaps.  Baloony, 
a  sii-year-old  cow  of  the  Certainty  tribe,  went  cheap 
to  Mr.  J.  Tbom  at  32  gs.,  and  her  bull  calf,  a  fine 
hairy  roan,  was  bought  for  Mr.  Williamson  at  SOgs. 
Elvira  12th,  five  years  old,  fetched  41  n.  (Dalton),  and  Ardi- 
duchess  Srd,  four  years  old,  not  yet  calved,  made  but  84  ga. 
Mr.  Fair  bought  a  very  cheap  cow  in  Paulina  at  29  gs.,  and  her 
heifer,  a  roan  yearling,  46  gs.,  by  Boyal  Duke,  went  to  Mr. 
Gray  for  Mr.  Brocklebank,  who  bought  several ;  Col.  Graham 
and  Mr.  Binning  Home  were  also  buyers.  Royal  Duke 
(26015)  was  reserved  at  100  gs.,  and  the  fine  bull  Emperor 
Maximilian,  exhibited  unsaccessfully  at  the  Boyal,  made  only 
47  gs.  (Mr.  Burdon).  The  bulls,  rather  low  in  condition,  went 
▼eiy  cheap,  and  altogether  the  48  head  averaged  nearly  M25, 
Five  bulls,  bred  by  Lord  Kenlys,  were 'included  In  the  sale : 
these  sold  better,  aTeraging  £87  7s.  6d.,  the  hiffhest  price 
being  66  gs.  (fair)  for  Valiant  Chiford,  a  young  bul  of  much 
DTomise ;  and  Oxford  Lad,  from  Mr.  Maynard's  stock,  went  for 
86  gs.  to  Mr.  J.  Mattinson.  The  proceedings  were  over  early 
in  the  afternoon. 


MB.  SHELDON'S  SHOBTHORN  BULLS, 
At  WESrON,  om  October  18th. 

BY   MB.  BTKATrOBO. 

Wharfdale  Darlington,  white,  calved  September  6, 1869 ;  by 
8rd  Dake  of  Wharfdale  (21619),  out  of  Darlington  12th  by 
Duke  of  Geneva  (19614).^J.  J.  Stone,  27/.  6«. 

Fuck,  red  and  white,  caked  September  13, 1869 ;  by  Doke  of 
Brailes  (23724),  out  of  Harebell  by  4th  Duke  of  Thorndale 
(17750).— Benson,  Foxcotte,  42/. 

Sabinus,  red,  calred  October  7,  1869 ;  by  Earl  of  Warwick- 
shire (26079),  out  of  Giulia  by  Duke  of  Darlington  (21686). 
—Bliss,  Edgcombc.  47/.  5*. 

Earl  of  Warwickshire  3rd,  roan,  calved  November  4, 1869 ; 
by  Duke  of  Brailes  (23724),  out  of  Lady  Emily  2nd  by  7th 
Duke  of  y  ork  (17754).— G.  Garne,  Churchill  Heath,  70/.  It. 

Lord  Hastings,  red,  calved  November  17,  1869 ;  by  Earl  of 
Warwickshire  (26079),  out  of  Lady  Elizabeth  by  Duke  of 
Darlington  (21586).— C.  Hobbs,  50/.  St. 

Bismarck,  red,  calved  January  3, 1870 ;  by  Earl  of  Warwick- 
shire (26079),  out  of  Woman  in  Red  by  Duke  of  Darlington 
(21686).— Lathem,  27/.  6#. 
The  six  bulls  made  £264 12s.,  at  an  average  of  £44  2s. 


SALE    OF    BULL-CALVES    FBOM    THE 
BALLYWALTEB   HBBD. 

Messrs.  Biarsh,  of  Cork,  offered  for  sale,  at  Ballywalter, 
Ireland,  fourteen  bull-calves  of    the    herd  of  Mr.  kiohard 
Welsted,  at  Ballywalter,  when  the  following  excellent  prices 
were  realised. 
Golden  Prince,  roan,  calved  Jan.  2, 1870,  by  Prince  Christian 

(22681).— Mr.  Newman,  Grouse  Lodge, Co.  Limerick, 46  gs. 
Prince  LeoDold,  white,  calved  Jan.  9, 1870,  by  Prince  Chns- 

tUn  (22681).— Lord  Carbery,  Castle  Frake,  36  gs. 
Prinoe  Charli^  white,  calved  Jan.  13, 1870,  by  Prinoe  Chris. 

tiau  (22681).— Mr.  Gash,  Baodon,  26  gs. 
Priooe  of  the  SMm,  M  u4  wlute,  wlttd  lfel»,  Id,  1370,  b^ 


Prinoe  Christian  (2S681)^Mr.  Dtiid  Taylor,  Poctssia, 

Co.  Limerick,  48  gs.  ,•..«.. 

Prinoe  G«or«,  roan,  calved  Feb.  14, 1870,  hj  Pniws  Clir> 

tian  (22681).— Mr.  Ahem,  Blarney,  41  n. 
Prince  Boyal,  red  and  white,  calved  Feb.  24, 1870.  by  Prita 

Christian  (22681).— Mr.  Meade,  Arda^,  Co. Limerick,  S-3.£%. 
Lord  of  the  Manor,  red,  calved  Blaroh  6, 1870,  by  Uncle  .Nel 

(19026).— Mr.  Cooke,  Ballyneal,  Co.  Kilkennv.  Hp. 
Uncle  Sam,  red  and  white,  ealved  March  15, 1870,  by  Unek 

Ned  (1902i8).— Mr.  lioyd,  StrancaUy  Castle,  Co,  Wito- 

Fo^,'red,^ved  March  21, 1870,  by  Unde  Ned  (19028).- 

Mr.  Munay,  Ballystin,  Co.  limerick,  38  gs. 
FalsUiF,  red  and  white,  calved  March  27, 1870,  by  Sir  I^^jh: 

(27468).— Mr.  Leahy,  17  gs.  .   «.  r.  t 

Protector,  red  and  white,  calved  April  10, 1870,  hj  Sir  Egbert 

(27468).— Mr.  Gash,  Bandon,  29  gs. 
Symmetry,  red,  calved  April  19, 1870,  by  Sir  Egbert  (2740?;. 

—Mr.  T.  Sullivan,  33  gs. 
Defender,  red  and  white,  calved  April  21, 1870.  by  Sir  Egte: 

(27468).— Mr.  D.  Drisool,  Clogheen,  Cork,  21  gs. 
Lord  Spencer,  red.  calved  AprS  30.  1870,  by  Sir  Eglw 

(27468).— Upt  Bowen,  Bowenaeourt,  21  gs. 


GllEAT  CHEESE   SHOW  AT  KILMAB- 
NOOK. 

The  sixteenth  annual  exhibition  held  under  tbs  w^ 
of  the  Ayrshire  Agricultural  Association,  took  place  Isst  weM- 

Sweet  milk  cheese,  made  according  to  any  mttbod  [tic 
weight  of  each  lot  not  being  under  1  cwt.).— First  pri«,  JM* 
GartUner,  Baldoon,  Wigtownshire ;  second,  the  Dab  ^ 
Buocleuch :  third,  B.  Stevenson.  Hillkouse,Riooartoft;foiitj, 
A.  Mitchdl,  Moorhouse,  Loudoun;  fifth,  G.  SUckargf. 
Airieland,  Castle-Douglas ;  aixth,  B^  Dmmmond,  Poehm, 
Craigie ;  serenth,  J.  Drummond,  Camsiscan,  Craigis;  oi-A 
W.  Lindsay,  Killoeh,  Manchline;  ninth,  J.  GaUowsy,  iaay- 
man,  Clendrie  Inch,  by  Stranraer ;  tenth,  J.  Gibson.  Suegj- 
kirk,  by  Stranraer;  eleventh,  J.  Liniki^.  Use,  Stu. 
twelfth,  W.  Harcomb,  High  Ardwell,  Stonevkirk. 

Sweet  milk  cheese  made  according  to  the  Cheddsr  Bctwi 
(the  weight  of  each  lot  not  being^under  1  cwt.).— RnJ  ^ 
J,  CUrk,  Kilflllan,  Old  Luce,  by  Glenluoe;  second,  W.  Hir- 
comb.  High  Ardwell,  Stoneykirk,  by  Stranraer. 

Two  cheese,  each  cheese  not  being  leas  than  301bi.  m  wcgE. 
made  strictly  according  to  the  Dunlop  method.— First  pr* 
H.  Wilson,  AttchengeUie,  Cumnock  ;  second,  J.  Haderw. 
Kelloside,  Kirkoonnell ;  third,  W.  Sharp.  DsUasuah,  M 
Cumnock;  fourth,  G.  Dunlop,  Warwickland,  renmck;  Jtt. 
S.  Wallace,  Auchenbrack,  ThomhiU. 

Loaf  cheese  (Cheddar  or  any  other  imitation  EagUib)-^ 
lot  notbeing_undcr  one-half  cwt.,  and  each  cheese  aot  exw- 
ing  laibs.— First  prixe,  R.  Dmmmond,  Pockaave,  Cntf« 
second,  J.  M'Camen,  Bamhill,  Kirkoolm,  by  Stunner;  Uar- 
Nisbet,  Gameshill,  Dnniop.  , . 

Uncoloured  cheese,  made  according  to  any  method  w 
weight  of  each  lot  not  being  under  1  cwt.).— Pi"*  pn^'J:; 
Blackburn,  Calscadden,  by  GarUeston ;  second,  D.  Ssjos,^- 
Lnoe ;  third,  J.  Drummond,  Camsiscan,  Craigie.       ^^ 

Uncoloured  loaf  cheese,  made  according  to  the  CWw 
method  (each  lot  not  being  under  1  half-cwt.,  and  each  ej(j 
not  exceeding  121b.).— First  priae.  D.  Blaekbara ;  »aai^  » 
Harcomb.  High  ArdweU,  Stoneykirk,  by  Slianraer;  tklJ 
G.  WilUamson,  Bomby,  Kirkcudbright;  fonith,  J.  !^^  i 
(Jameshill,  Dunlop.  ,l. 

Lot  of  cheese  (not  under  1  cwt).  made  mo"^^' 
Cheddar  method.— Rrst  priae,  G.  M*Kerrow,  Ainf*^'*^ 
Donglas ;  second,  J. Hannah, Inshanks, Kirkmaito, by»^ 
raer ;  third,  J.  Drummond ;  fourth,  J.  Currie,  Borlsad,  ft*?* 
Kirkcudbright.  .  .  ,^ 

Sweet  mUk  cheese,  made  according  to  ^y  ■"'rj'? 
weight  of  each  lot  not  being  under  1  cwt).--Rr»ti»nt^*' 
Drummond,  Poeknave,  Craipe;  •eeond.  A  Allsa,JlBB«J 
Dairy;  third,  A.  DuuloprNorth  Turnber^.  Kwwim. 
fourth.  R.  Stevenson,  GillmiU,  Stewarton ;  fifth,  ^Jf^ 
Hillhouse,  Biocartou ;  sixth,  J.  Nisbet;  seveath,  »•  ^■ 
KUloch,  MauehUne;  eighth,  K. Tortanee,  BainfcoJ Ui^ 
ninth,  R.  Dnniop,  Alton,  Kilmaun;  tenth,  J.  Ua^'^ 
hoad,  Tarboltoa, 
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AGRICULTURAL    REPORTS. 


G£N£BAL    A6EICULTUKAL    KEYIEW    FOR 
OCTOBEB. 

Althoogli  the  tnuuactions  in  the  wheat  trade  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  market  were  on  a  limited  acale^  considerable  firm- 
ness haB  been  apparent  in  prices,  and,  as  we  write^  a  decided 
tendencj  in  the  upward  direction  prevails.  Very  exceptional 
circamsttmoes  have  influenced  the  trade,  which  have  prevented 
the  ordinary  run  of  supply  and  demand  from  altogether  con- 
trolling the  market.  The  condition  of  France,  and  the  pro- 
bability of  an  extensive  demand  on  French  aeoonnt  as  soon  as 
the  war  is  brought  to  a  cbse  has  induced  footors,  to  hold  with 
jirmness,  and  has  caused  millers  to  somewhat  hastily  replenish 
their  stocks,  which  have,  for  a  long  time  past,  stood  at  a  low 
ebb.  The  present  agricultural  condition  of  the  north  and 
north-east  of  France  is  something  appalling.  Not  only  have 
the  crops  been  consumed,  and  the  stock  carried  oif,  bnt  the 
implements  have  been  destroyed,  and  there  is  not  enough 
grainlellfor  seed  for  the  present  sowing.  The  on^  way  to 
remedy  the  waste  and  destruction  which  have  accompanied  the 
war,  will  be  by  extensire  shipments  from  this  tide,  and  (actors 
have  aceordingly  been  amply  justified  in  demanding  advanoed 
prices.  The  improvement  whidi  has  taken  plaee  in  Yaluea  is 
aboat  4s.  per  qr.  on  the  month,  and  at  this  enhanoement  a 
steady  business  has  been  concluded. 

The  weather  has  been  somewhat  Tariable.  At  the  eom- 
mencnment  of  the  month  rain  was  mueh  wanted  to  loosen 
the  atiff  elays,  which  refused  to  answer  to  the  ordinary  action 
of  the  plough.  Recently,  however,  mueh  moisture  has  fallen, 
and  the  ponds  and  streams  which  had  become  dried  op  in  oon- 
seqaenoe  of  the  droughty  nature  of  the  past  season,  again 
present  their  usual  appearance.  Autumnal  preparationB  haye 
made  rapid  progress,  and  potato-lifting  is  now  almost  com- 

Sleted.  Farmers  have  thrashed  out  wheat  liberally,  and  their 
eliTeriea  hare  been  larg|e ;  bnt  recently  more  attention  has 
been  given  to  barley,  which  has  paid  better  than  wheat  in  eon- 
aeqaenoe  of  its  being  relatively  higher  in  Talue.  Many  dr- 
cnmstances  have  oonspired  to  induce  the  belief  that  we  shall 
see  high  prices  for  wheat  for  some  time  to  come.  The  winter 
season  is  now  near  at  baud  when  there  is  an  increased  con- 
saniptiott  of  breadstuffs,  narticularlv  when  the  price  of  meat 
promises  to  rnle  high,  wnite  the  close  of  the  nayigation  both 
fa  the  Baltic  and  Black  Seas  will  prevent  any  considerable 
additions  to  the  auantity  of  produce  afloat.  This,  however, 
is  sttlllarge  for  the  time  of  year,  and  the  report  of  advanced 
priees  here  will  have  the  effect  of  stimulating  shipments  firom 
America  before  the  canals  are  closed.  These  facts,  oonpled 
with  the  certain  demand  we  shall  soon  experience  from  France, 
amply  jnati^  the  somewhat  unexpected  movement  which  has 
taken  plaee  m  prices,  considerable  as  it  is. 

Barley  was  in  scanty  supply  early  in  the  month,  but  latterly 
baa  come  forward  freely ;  the  quality  of  the  samples  has  been 
inferior.  There  is  little  good  malting  barley  to  be  had,  and 
t  He  ▼alae  of  most  samples  shows  a  decline  of  Is.  per  qr.  on 
the  month.  Grinding  and  distilling  samples,  however,  have 
maintained  late  rates.  Malt  has  riued  dull  at  nominally  unal- 
tered currencies.  There  have  been  large  arrivals  of  maixe,  but 
owing  to  the  increasing  demand  values  have  been  snstiuned. 
Xt  is  estimated  that  there  are  about  half  a  million  quarters  of 
naaize  afloat  firom  the  South  of  Europe ;  bnt  a  firm  trade  is 
axaticipated,  as  it  is  believed  that  the  scarcity  of  cattle  food 
vrill  cause  a  steady  demand  throughout  the  winter.  The 
pT-ice  of  oats  has  fluctuated  considerably,  but  the  quotations 
(bow  no  material  change  at  the  dose  as  compared  with  those 
*rarrent  at  the  opening  of  the  mouth.  Beans  and  peas  have 
b««!n  scarce,  and  have  commanded  very  ftill  prices. 

The  wont  feature  in  the  agricultural  world  is  the  condition 
X  the  root  crops.    Turnips  espedally  urevery  bad,  beln^ 


Potatoes  are  not  good,  while  the  absence  of 


cKftvaeh  blighted.    Po 
-^.i.n  has  materially 


.   affected  moat  other  crops.    As  the  grass 

3.0L*  failed  this  year,  tiiii  is  a  oonsidention  of  ntAl  impornunae 
\/^    ow  gruiMt,  the  pioapeot  b«fon  whom  is  Our   flron 


enoouraffing.  Fortunately,  the  eeaioii  has  lo  fkr  been  a  oild 
one,  and  the  cattle  have  been  well  able  to  keep  ont  in  the  fields 
up  to  this  time. 

New  hops  have  come  forwards  fireely,  and  the  oonditiott  of 
the  sam[des  has  been  very  eseellent  As  much  as  17  cwts.  per 
acre  has  been  seoored  on  favoored  lands,  while  the  return 
generally  is  far  above  the  average.  A  good  trade  has  been 
passing  in  home-growths,  while  foreign  produce  has  been  quite 
neidbeted. 

The  wool  trade  has  ruled  quiet  but  firm.  Choice  English 
lustres  have  commanded  steady  priees,  but  eommon  descriptions 
have  been  neglacted.  Large  public  sales  of  colonial  prodnoe 
commenced  on  the  27th  October. 


REVIEW   OF    THE    CATTLE    TBAJ)S    DUEINO 
THE   PAST    MONTH. 

Hie  feature  of  the  cattle  trade  has  been  the  stoppage  of  the 
Freneh  and  German  beasts  at  the  waterside,  owing  to  the 
prevalence  of  disease  amongst  the  arrivals  from  those  countries, 
and  only  Spanish  and  Dutch  beasts  are  now  allowed  to  pass 
the  barriers.  Owing  to  this  dreumstance,  the  actual  supplies 
exhibited  at  the  Metropolitan  market  have  shown  a  marked 
fiiUing-off.  The  arrivals  from  our  own  pT&sing  districts  have 
been  about  an  average,  and  they  have  induded  some  prime 
animals,  whilst  the  Scotch  b^Mts  have  come  to  hand  in 
eseellent  condition.  It  must  be  remembered  that  even 
thronghont  the  severe  drought  pasturage  was  plentiful  in  the 
north,  and  therefore  Sootdi  graziers  suffered  less  from  the 
deterioration  of  their  stock.  The  late  rains  have  also  oon- 
siderably  improved  the  appearance  of  the  meadow  lands  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  cattle  can  now  obtain 
a  fxa  feed.  As  regards  trade,  there  has  been  a  continuance  of 
firmness.  Prime  breeds  have  been  in  request^  and  have  com- 
manded fun  quotations,  via.,  6s.  per  Slbs.;  other  qualities, 
however,  have  been  quiet. 

"Vnth  sheep  the  market  has  been  moderatdy  supplied,  and 
the  quality  has  been  rather  improved.  On  the  whole,  the 
trade  has  been  steady,  and  the  valne  of  the  best  Downs  and 
half-breds  has  risen  to  6s.  lOd.  to  6s.  per  Slbs. 

Calves  have  been  soaroe  and  dearer ;  but  pigs  have  changed 
hands  slowly. 

The  total  imports  of  foreign  stoek  into  London  during  the 
past  month  have  been  as  follows : 

Head. 

BeasU     16,598 

Sheep      42,684 

Calves     8,085 

Pigs         8,870 

CoKPiJaBon  or  Iictobts. 

Oot  BeasU.  Sheep  Calves.  Pin. 

1869     11,496  28,962  2^65  1,902 

1868     12,744  17,891  962  1.948 

1867     18.061  29.266  967  2.911 

1866     15,876  80.108  1.878  4.859 

1865     15.844  69,611  1,962  9,185 

1864     16,074  88,716  8,889  5,637 

1868     11,660  87,621  1,129  2,965 

1862     7,906  28,109  1,827  1.600 

1861     5,677  42,688  1,207  5,81i 

I860     6,750  ft4,980  1,662  2,07(> 

1869     6,026  24.828  784  878 

1868     4,600  24,145  1,581  568 

1867    5,819  24,102  1.998  l,g88 

1856    8,871  10.602  1,980  896 

The  arrivals  of  bullocks  firom  our  own  grazing  districts,  as 
well  as  from  Scotland  and  Ireland,  thus  compart  with  th« 
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Oct,,     Oct.,     Oct.,    Oct., 
From—  1870.    1869.    1868.    1867. 

Lincolnshire,  Leicestershire,  and 

Northamptonshire    8,690    9,250  11,160    7.840 

Other  parts  of  England 2,200    1,637    1,790    2,800 

Scotland    625         32      267  7 

Ireland  1,300    1,400    1,110    1,820 

The  total  sapplies  of  stock  exhibited  and  disposed  of  during 
the  month,  have  been  bb  under :  Head. 

BeasU      23,290 

Sheep      130,820 

CalTcs     2,966 

Pigs        1,996 

CoMFAXisoN  or  SurrLiis. 
Oet.  Beasts.  Sheep  CalTes. 

1869    23,840  86,930  2,375 

1868     26,562  109,160  1,446  1,380 

1867    28,340         103,870  1,129  2,865 

1866     27,600  99,200  1,666  4,340 

1865    30,210         157,840  2,932  2,478 

1864    33,840         137,424  2.671  3,820 

1863     30,512         110,800  2,029  3,439 

1862    28,975  118,780  1,855  3,286 

1861     28,220  121,390  1,626  8,650 

1860    26,210         128,250  2,289  2,620 

Beasts  have  sold  at  from  3s.  8d.  to  6s.,  sheep  Ss.  6d.  to 
6s.,  calTes  8s.  6d.  to  5s.  lOd.,  and  pigs  4s.  4d.  to  68.  2d.  per 
81bs.  to  sink  the  offal. 

CoxFAJUSON  or  Prices. 

Oct.,  1869.  Oct.,  1868. 

s.    d.    s.    d.  s.    dl    s.   d. 

Beef  from      3    2  to  5    8  3    2  to  5    4 

Mntton  3    4  to  5  10  3    2  to  5    4 

Veal  4    0  to  6    0  3    6  to  5    4 

Pork 4    4to6    2  3    4to4    4 

Oct.,  1867.  Oct.,   1866. 

s.   d.     s.   d.  s.  d.     s.  d. 

Beef  from      3    2  to  5    0  3    6  to  5    4 

Mutton  3    2  to  4  10  3    8  to  6    4 

Veal    4    2  to  6    4  4    2  to  5    6 

Pork 3    4  to  4    2  4    0  to  5    2 

The  dead  meat  markets  have  been  well  snpplied.  The 
business  doing  has  not  been  extensiTe ;  but  prioes  have  ruled 
firm.  Beef  from  3s.  4d.  to  58.  2d.,  mutton  3s.  4d.  to  5s.  4d., 
veal  4s.  8d.  to  5s.,  and  pork  3s.  8d.  to  os.  8d.  per  Slbs.  by  the 
carcase. 

ISLE  OF  ELY. 

The  early  harvest  and  the  subsequent  fine  weather  have 
enabled  farmers  to  accomplish  their  autumn  tillages  most  sa- 
tisfactorily, and  very  seldom  has  there  been  so  much  of  this 
sort  of  work  done  as  this  year.  Autumn  deanins  becomes 
vear  by  year  increasingly  essentUl,in  consequence  of  the  much 
larger  acreage  of  crops  sown  in  the  early  spring.  But  this 
work  has  now  given  place  to  wheat-seeding.  The  long  con- 
tinuance of  drv  weather  kept  the  land  in  an  unilt  state  to 
receive  the  seed,  and  it  is  only  during  the  last  ten  days,  since 
rains  have  Men,  that  we  have  had  a  good  seed-bed.  Sowing 
is  being  rapidlv  proceeded  with  now,  and  in  a  very  short  time 
the  bulk  of  the  crop  will  be  in  the  ground.    The  harvest  is 

5 roving  very  much  what  we  represented  it  in  our  report  in 
nly.  Where  there  was  a  full  plant  of  wheat  the  yield  is 
^ood,  above  an  average ;  but  where  the  pUnt  was  tmn  and 
irregular  it  is  affording  a  deficient  vield ;  and  we  still  question 
whether  the  whole  Fen  oountiy  will  much  exceed  an  average 
crop.  We  are  inclined,  from  the  information  and  knowledge 
we  have  acquired,  to  place  it  at  just  about  an  average,  or  4| 
qra.  per  acre.  Potatoes  are  a  heavy  crop,  but  have  lately 
shown  symptoms  of  disease  to  a  considerable  extent  on  many 
lands,  especially  where  the  subsoil  is  of  a  wet  nature.  Mangels 
are  a  gMd  crop,  are  ripe  and  being  taken  up,  and  will  be 
found  very  valuable  during  the  winter  months.  Ck>leseeds  are 
generally  not  good,  having  suffered  from  mildew,  fly,  and 
drought.  Meat  eontinnes  dear,  and  without  any  appesirance 
of  an  early  change  to  lower  prices.  The  com  trade  is  slightly 
imjproving,  and  we  shall  not  be  surprised  if  the  low  range  of 
Druses  exnerienoed  since  harvest  should  be  shortly  followed  by 
\  more  remunerative.— Oet.  20. 


THE  NORTH  BIDING  OF  TORKSHmE. 
A  change  of  weather  took  place  here  on  the  8th  init,  iim 
when  we  have  had  a  raiuM  of  upwards  of  five  inchei,  imol- 
panied  with  a  low  range  of  temperature.  Very  little  wheat  u 
yet  sown,  but  the  rain  will  greatly  £acilitate  the  prefiarationof 
the  seed  bed,  and  a  fortnight's  drv  weather  would  enabk  sad. 
to  be  sown  in  beautiful  order.  Our  pastures  are  veiy  bare,  ud 
fogs  are  little  better,  and  the  removal  of  cattle  to  their  quiten 
in  the  folds  cannot  now  be  long  delayed.  Owing  to  the  ilsoit 
universal  fidlure  of  the  turnip  crops  and  the  short  crops  of  bj 
much  artifidal  food  will  be  required  to  enable  anything  lib  u 
average  head  of  stock  to  be  wintered,  andtheusnsl  spiingHp- 
^es  of  beef  and  mutton  will  from  this  district  be  very  short 
Our  cattle  on  many  farms  have  been  suffering  from  foot-ud- 
mouth  disease,  but  we  hope  it  is  now  on  the  decline ;  bit  vi^ 
so  many  centres  of  disease  exist  it  is  verv  difficolt  topmati:: 
spreading.  Fat  cattle  and  sheep  are  well  sold  up,  while  uj- 
thing  in  store  condition,  especially  sheep,  is  quite  a  dro^iauif 
market  Thrashing,  to  any  extent,  has  not  taken  pUtt ;  bcr, 
referring  more  especially  to  that  grown  on  clay  soils,  vhen  uj 
wheat  has  been  thrashed,  the  vidd  is  tolerably  sstisfaetorr 
Our  greatest  deficiency  will  be  found  on  the  light  this  »  a 
where  the  grain  did  not  properly  fill.  The  potato  erop  is  spds: 
of  as  a  light  one,  but  little  disease  exists.  Katton  ia  to 
markets  is  now  making  from  7|d.  to  8|d.  perlb.,bcef  froa  ». 
to  9s.  6d.  per  imperial  stone.— A)ct.  21. 

WEALD  OF  KENT. 
After  a  summer  of  unusual  drought  we  have  s  retam  e: 
wet,  which  may  prove  itself  another  extreme.  The  %a:^r 
was  all  that  oonld  be  desired  for  preparing  the  laiui  forth' 
reception  of  the  seed.  The  wheat  crop  of  the  psst  lesaos  «u 
on  the  whole,  quite  up  to  expeotatio&  as  regards  qnaa:i7. 
but  we  scarcely  remember  a  year  when  blick  n 
so  general  in  these  parts,  it  beins  dilBcalt  to  ind ) 
growth  quite  free :  £u-mers  need  not  be  troubled  with  ^ 
wheat  if  they  would  take  more  pains  and  resort  to  the  oLi- 
fashioned  practice  of  lime  and  brine,  which  system  has  of  U' 
years  gone  almost  out  of  doors ;  \ho§e  of  tbe  old  ichoot  «r> 
have  not  been  led  away  by  new  fandfnl  ideas  U^ 
grown  their  wheats  entirely  free,  not  onlr  i^- 
black,  but  prevented  the  sowing  of  that  which  etun 
more  additional  labour  in  the  spring  of  the  year  this  the  i^ 
occupied  in  more  carefully  preparing  the  seed  before  tovzi 
The  price  of  wheat  since  harvest  has  grsdnslly  dwjcf^ 
but  now  appears  to  have  reached  its  lowest;  sad  )'^ 
very  doubtml  if  prioes  do  not  nnge  higher  by  serenl  iL 
lings  ere  another  harvest  arrives  than  «e  hate  »' 
for  some  time  past.  The  stock  on  hand  ui  this  ^is^ 
is  by  no  means  large  farmers  having  sold  pretty  fircelj  i^ 
the  hop-picking  season  to  meet  their  requirements.  The  ce:^ 
of  Lent  corn  were  in  nearly  all  cases  under  sa  sfen^r,  Oi^ 
more  particularly ;  the  quality  being  very  indifeiwit  ja«K' 
weighing  forty  poimds  the  bushel  are  very  few:  there  ar^ih^ 
under  thirty-two  pounds  than  over,so  that  good  com  mast  ner 
at  higher  rates.  The  heaviest  crop  of  hops  on  record  was  p^ 
thisyearonmostgrounds,nearlytwoyears^con8omptioa,sboiii; 
clearly  the  plantation  to  be  large  ;  they  are  sdiiog  oo«  st  r 
price  which  cannot  be  remunerative  to  the  grower;  as^-' 
thev  wish  for  better  prices,  which  cannot  be  expected  Vj- 
such  a  growth  as  the  present,  the  plantation  must  be  nM^ 
and  attention  paid  to  the  cultivation  of  the  better  sorts,  » 
grown  on  soUs  particularly  adapted  for  the  production  o.  .^ 
samples.  The  late  rains  have  improved  the  appeana.Y  .* 
the  pastures.  Sheep  are  doing  better,  ud  ut,  ^  F 
sent,  free  from  disease.  Beef  and  mattos  m^ 
high  figures.  Wool  sells  slowly  at  £13  to  £13  lOs.  perpf^ 
We  have  but  few  labourers  but  what  are  faDy  m^^' 
October  22nd. 

AGRICULTURAL  INTELUGENCE. 
FAIRS,  &c. 
BANBURY  FAIR.— The  sheep  and  catUetrsdew*? 
good,  and  a  large  number  of  animals  were  *^'<'*',^]' 
brought  from  6s.  4d.  to  6s.  Sd.,  and  mutton  6a.  4d.  to  5*^ 
There  was  a  large  number  of  sheep  and  cattle  is  ^^^j 
but  as  the  prospects  of  keep  are  very  indifcrent,  the  tn* 
this  department  was  flat, 
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BOSTON  ?AT  SHEEP  MARKET.— An  a?erage  sapply 
Prices  abont  the  same  u  this  day  week. 

C  AISTOR  l^AIR.— Of  Sheep  there  wai  Mly  one-third  less 
penned  than  at  the  last  fiiir,  ana  bnsiness  was  well  oyer  before 
noon.  Abont  1,000  head  of  cattle  were  brought  to  market, 
and  mostly  offered  at  prices  which  meant  a  dearanoe :  best 
kinds  were  in  good  demand.  A  decided  leanness  was  the 
cbaracteristie,  to  whieh  practaeal  objection  was  taken  by 
buyera  in  sorting  and  bidding  for  the  best  only  in  ahnost 
every  lot.  Good  nsefnl  steers  sold  readily  at  £16  and  npwaids ; 
a  lot  of  dght  bnllocks  in  fine  condition  were  sold  at  £22  10s. 
a-head,  inferior  sorts  were  bad  to  sell,  at  from  £10  to  £12. 
Of  eows  there  was  a  good  supply  and  a  brisk  demand,  at  £12 
and  upwards.  Of  horses  there  was  an  average  show :  a  few 
good  working  animaU  for  agricnltnral  pnrpoees^  bat  the  balk 
composed  of  old  and  inferior  kinds. 

CARLISLE  FAIR.— Well-conditioned  stock  was  good  to 
sell,  and  prerious  rates  were  easily  obtained.  Sales  through- 
oat  the  forenoon  and  early  part  of  the  afternoon  progressed 
very  steadily,  the  better  class  of  Oalloways  and  Shorthorns 
bringing  pretty  high  rates.  Galloways  £6  10s.  to  £18  lOs., 
Shorthorns  £7  to  £12  lOs.,  Irish  £4  16s.  to  £11  lOs.,  milch 
cows  £15  to  £17  a  head.  There  was  a  fine  show  of  lambs  and 
&heep.  SomeSOO  head  were  on  offer,  including  manyyery 
nice-looking  flocks  of  half-breds,  CheTiots,  and  crosses. 
Thongh  buyers  were  present  in  pretty  large  numbers  tiade 
only  progressed  slowly,  and  at  the  dose  of  the  market  sereral 
lots  remained  unsold.  The  rates  paid  for  good  lambs  were 
similar  to  those  current  recently,  cost  of  keep  in  the  interval 
taken  into  account.  Half-bred  lambs  16s.  to  80s.,  cross-bred 
14s.  to  ISs.,  Cheviot  12s.  to  168.,  Cheriot  ewes  2is.  to  SOs. 
each. 

CERES  CATTLE  AND  HORSE  MARKET.  —  There 
was  a  large  show,  and  much  business  was  transacted.  The 
top  price  of  iat  was  9s.  6d.  per  imperial  stone ;  and  middling 
and  inferior.  9s.  and  8s.  6d.  Wintering  stock  was  in  demand, 
and  many  lots  of  Irish  cattle  were  shown.  Two-year-olds 
sold  at  from  £9  to  £12  lOs.  a-head.  Milch  cows  were  keenly 
soaght  after,  and  realized  from  £10  to  £21  a-head.  The  horse 
market  was  well  supplied,  but  many  of  the  animals  were  in- 
ferior.   Good-looking  horses  sold  at  from  £18  to  £40  each. 

COLCHESTER  FAIR.— A  hirge  number  of  horses  and 
beasts  were  shown,  but  no  sheep.  The  prices  ranged  from 
£o  to  £20  for  useful  ponies  and  cobs ;  cart  horses  averaged 
from  £26  to  £40.  The  demand  for  store  beasts  was  not  good, 
and  prices  are  hardly  quotable. 

DALKEITH  FAIR.— The  number  of  cattle  on  offer  ex- 
ceeded 5,000 ;  last  ^ear  the  number  was  8,500.  The  increase 
is  chiefly  to  be  attnbuted  to  the  large  show  of  Irish  stock, 
while  that  from  England  was  also  above  an  average.  Gene- 
rally, the  English  cattle  were  inferior  in  regard  to  quality,  and 
there  was  a  great  scarcity  of  animals  in  forward  condition ;  in- 
deed, so  few  nave  not  been  seen  at  this  market  for  some  years. 
The  falling-off  in  this  respect  is  the  result  of  the  long  drought 
experienced  in  the  end  of  the  summer,  and  the  prevalence  of 
murrain  in  the  country.  The  lots  from  Ireland  were  mode- 
rately fair  as  to  condition,  and  embraced  all  ages.  A  few  poll^ 
Galloways  from  the  south  were  exhibited,  and  one  or  two  lots 
of  crosses.  Trade  opened  with  English  Shorthorns,  and  a  good 
demand  was  experienced  throughout.  For  the  best  dass  of 
stirks — of  which,  however,  the  number  was  smaller  than 
usual— there  was  an  excellent  sale  at  high  prices:  indeed, 
higher  than  those  current  at  East  Linton  and  Falkirk.  A 
complete  clearance  of  this  class  was  effected  by  mid-day.  For 
Irish  cattle  the  demand  was  not  so  quick,  but  on  the  whole 
they  enjoyed  a  good  fair  trade,  and  the  prices  of  recent  markets 
were  maintained.  Stirks  suitable  for  feeding  were  in  chief  re- 
quest ;  those  for  wintering  were  slower,  but  ultimately  they 
were  all  cleared  off.  In  the  afternoon,  a  number  of  lots  of  the 
rougher  descriptions  of  Irish  cattle  were  unsold,  and  at  the  ex- 
treme close  of  the  market  a  clearance  of  these  had  not  been 
made.  The  following  sales  were  reported:  Three-year>old 
Shorthorns  at  from  £14  10s.  to  £16  10s.,  two-year-olds  from 
£12  10s.  to  £14  10s.,  stirks  at  from  £9  to  £10  7s.  6d.,  Irish 
three-year-olds  at  from  £14  to  £15  10s.,  two-year-olds  at  from 
£11  to  £13,  and  stirks  at  from  £9  to  £9  16s.  The  show  of 
horses  was  not  so  large  as  usual,  nor  was  the  quality  an 
average.  For  the  best  class  of  draught  animals  there  was  a 
(air  sale  at  high  prices.  Cart  horses  sold  at  from  £28  to  £67, 
and  a  harness  horse  at  80  guineas.    M.  Leggat,  Glasgow, 


bought  several  draught  horses,  at  prices  ranging  from  £30  to 
£40.  Mr.  Hamilton,  Haddington,  held  a  gm>d  stud,  and  sold 
at  frt>m  £30  to  £60.  Mr.  Archibald  Yuille,  Glasgow,  bought 
several  at  £85  to  £60.  Mr.  R.  AlUn,  GUsgow,  sold  cart 
horses  at  from  £20  to  £86 ;  and  purchased  ponies  at  from  £12 
to  £18. 

DEVIZES  FAIR  was  held  on  the  greoi.  There  was  a 
larger  supply  of  sheep  than  on  the  last  occasion,  but  mostly  of 
inferior  quality,  lambs  and  culls  being  the  rule,  and  flood  ewes 
and  wethers  the  exception.  Although  trade  must  be  quoted 
dull,  there  was  no  lack  of  buvers,  and  sales  were  by  no  means 
difficult  to  make,  at  about  the  prices  of  Castle  Fair  (Oct.  4), 
the  advance  of  Is.  to  2s.  per  head  which  took  place  at  Weyhiil 
beine  now  lost.  Lambs  made  15s.  to  SOs.  per  head,  ewes  23s. 
to  40b.,  and  wethen  80s.  to  64f.  The  catUe  fair  was  one  of 
the  smallest  we  have  ever  seen  here  since  the  cessation  of  the 
oatUe  plague,  but  the  great  prevalence  of  disease,  especially 
that  of  **  foot-and-mouth"  among  the  homed  beasts  of  the 
district,  is  quite  sufficient  to  account  for  the  small  supply. 
The  fair  was  a  very  quiet  matte.r,  and  prices  the  turn  k>wer. 
The  beasto  present  were,  moreover,  as  a  rule,  of  very  inferior 


DOLLAR  ANNUAL  MARKET.— The  show  of  cattle  was 
good,  and  the  prices  for  winter  cattle  were  considered  hi^h. 
Stirks  sold  at  from  £10  to  £12,  and  two  years  old  grazing 
cattle  from  £16  to  £17. 

DUMFRIES  FAIR.— The  supply  of  cattle  was  fuUy  1,000 
head,  and  comprised  a  number  or  lots  of  very  superior  three 
^ean  old  Galloway  bullocks,  a  large  number  of  Hi^hlanden, 
including  superior  two  yean  old  grazed  in  the  distnct,  and  a 
number  of  lots  of  stirks  frx>m  Falkirk.  In  the  morning  there 
was  a  good  demand  for  the  best  Galloway  bullocks,  and  a 
number  of  lote  were  sold  early  at  high  figures.  By  eleven 
o'clock  the  market  grew  duller,  and  the  weather  becoming 
unfavourable,  had  a  rather  depressing  effect.  During  the 
afternoon  the  market  continued  slow  and  stiff  for  all  descrip- 
tions, the  unprecedentediv  high  prices  asked  deterring  custom- 
en  from  purchasing,  rrices  ror  three  yean  old  Galloway 
bullocks  ranged  from  £18  to  £16  10s.,  two  yean  old  £10  to 
£12  10s.,  one  year  olds  £6  to  £8  10s.,  three  yean  old  High- 
landen  £18  to  £14  10s.,  two  yean  old  ditto  £8  to  £10  10s., 
one  year  old  ditto  £6  to  £6  158.,  Irish  two  yean  old  £9  to 
£11,  one  year  olds  £5  10s.  to  £7.  Mr.  Henderson,  Garroch, 
sold  4  four  yean  old  Highland  bullocks  at  £20.  Mr.  Robson 
of  Bamcleuch  sold  a  small  lot  of  Galloways  at  £20.  A  lot 
of  40  three  yean  old  Galloway  bullocks  sold  for  £16,  a  lot  of 
30  made  about  the  same  figure,  a  lot  of  32  three  years  old 
Galloways  sold  at  £13  10s.,  a  score  of  two  yean  old  Highland 
bnllocks  sold  for  £10  15s.  The  supply  of  sheep  was  small, 
and  consisted  principally  of  second  and  third  half-bred  and 
cross-lambs.  The  quality  was  scarcelv  np  to  the  wishes  of  pur- 
chasers, and  the  market  was  rather  slow.  Prices  for  half-bred 
lam1»  i8s.  to  24s.,  cross  lambs  14s.  to  18s.,  Cheviot  lambs 
10s.  to  14s. 

DUNFERMLINE  MONTHLY  MARKET.— Milk  cows 
were  veiy  scarce,  but  anything  good  brought  high  prices,  and 
several  sold  from  £10  to  £20  each.  Fat  cattle  were  a  short 
supply,  but  what  were  sold  brought  good  returns.  In  the 
afternoon  the  horse  market  took  place  at  the  same  stance,  but 
the  animals  shown  were  very  deficient  in  quality,  and  conse- 
quently few  sales  were  effected. 

EARLTON  FAIR.— There  was  a  large  show  of  catUe,  and 
a  steady  irood  demand  at  high  flgurea,  the  recent  rains  im- 
proving tfie  turnip  crop  considerabfy,  and  thus  enhancing  the 
value  of  feeding  stock.  There  was  a  large  attendance  of 
farmers  and  dealen.  Two-year-olds  were  selling  at  from  £18 
to  £15  10s.,  and  stirks  from  £7  10s.  to  £12  15s.  Mr.  Esk- 
dale  sold  a  lot  at  £12,  and  bought  a  good  lot  at  £12  16s.  In 
the  horse  market  there  was  a  fair  show,  and  for  good  draught 
animals  there  was  an  active  demand. 

ELGIN  MONTHLY  MARKET.- The  market  throughout 
was  characterised  by  briskness  and  an  advance  of  prices.  The 
following  are  a  few  of  the  sales :  A  lot  of  six  stots  and  qieys 
at  £14 ;  a  lot  of  five  two-year-old  heifen  at  £17 ;  a  lot  of 
three  two-year-olds  for  £70 ;  a  lot  of  two-year-old  stote  at  £17 
10s.;  seven  six-quarter-olds  at  £11;  a  lot  of  fbur  two-year- 
old  stots  at  £16  16s. ;  also  two  stots  for  £28  10s.,  two  one- 
year-old  stote  for  £16 ;  also  two  queys  for  £16 ;  a  lot  of  five 
one-year-olds  at  £10,  a  lot  of  eignt  one-year-olds  at  £8  10s. ; 
and  a  lot  of  seven  two-year-olds  at  £16  10s, 
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GLOUCESTER  FOETNIGHTLT  HABKET^There  wm 
a  good  supply  of  itock  of  all  doeriptioiu,  isd  Imyen  from  long 
dJMtancet  attended  in  gnat  nnmber.  TVada  was  good.  Bm 
made  from  8d.  to  8|d.  per  lb.,  tnd  was  in  favov  of  the  nUer 
at  theee  prioee.  Motton  sold  well  at  8d.  to  9d.  per  lb.  Baoon 
pigB  made  Id.  6d.  to  lis.  and  porkers  12s.  to  18s.  6d.  per 
score,  and  the  demand  was  good. 

HAWICK  T&Tarr.^T£e  attendanoe  was  below  the  ave- 
rage,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  number  of  hofsea.  They 


I  principallT  oC  jonng  Ions-tails  for  frtrming  poxposes, 
in  the  bands  of  deslers  from  Comberland.  Mr.  Jonn  Focter, 
Nook,  Nichol  Forest,  showed  a  good  string,  and  sold  two- 
year-olds  at  from  £28  to  £40.  He  bad  a  few  yearlings,  which 
broaght  from  £15  to  £20.  Mr.  Foster,  Bocliffe,  sold  two- 
Tear-olJs  at  from  23  to  40  guineas,  with  a  luckpenny  in  the 
highest  qaotation.  Mr.  Mitchchell,  Harperhill,  Brampton, 
shoved  36  two-year-olds,  and  sot  similar  pnoes.  Mr.  John 
Mitchell  sold  a  fine  two-year-old  at  £38.  There  is  a  scarcity 
of  yonnff  horses  this  year  in  the  Cumberland  breeding  districts. 
Mr.  OKUTie,  Chester,  bought  one  of  the  finest  horses  on  the 
ground  for  £40 ;  Mr.  Fringle  pud  £39  for  another ;  and  Mr. 
Welsh,  Kirkton,  got  a  fair  ^ood  animal  for  £29.  There  were 
few  ponies  for  sale,  but  hi|h  prices  were  asked  for  the  best 
presented — as  much  as  20  guineas  in  some  cases.  Sales  were 
m  a  few  instances  effected  at  £10  to  £14.  Some  hacks  and 
old  horses  were  on  the  ground ;  they  brought  £10  to  £20, 
according  to  quality  and  condition.  One  thre»>year-old 
horse  shown  by  a  farmer  brought  £32  lOs. 

HEREFOED  OCTOBEE  FAIE.— This  fiur  was  one  of 
•  the  old-fashioned  type  as  to  weather,  which  was  for  some 
hours  wet  and  wind/  to  a  decree  that  we  have  not  often  seen 
paralleled,  and  which  much  interfered  with  the  convenient 
transaction  of  business.  The  supply,  though  Terr  small  for 
this  gntit  and  well-known  fair,  one  of  the  first  of  its  elass  in 
the  lungdom,  was  fully  as  large  as  had  been  anticipated.  It 
was  chiefly  confined  to  store  stock,  which,  although  hanging 
heayilv  on  hand,  realised  much  the  same  values  that  have 
ruled  here  for  the  last  few  weeks-^prices  which  we  scarce^ 
need  say  leave  the  balance  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  ledger  in 
the  cases  of  too  many  of  the  vendors.  Fat  beef  was  scarce 
and  was  readily  disposed  of  at  from  7U.  to  8d.  ner  lb.  Spnk- 
ing  generally  as  to  the  quantity  of  stock  which  exchanged 
hands,  and  as  to  the  prices  which  were  realized^  the  fair  was 
considered  to  be  a  bad  one  in  the  interest  of  farmers.  There 
was  a  moderate  supply  of  sheep — ^indeed  we  never  look  for  a 
large  supply  at  the  October  fair.  Trade  in  stores  dull.  Prime 
fat  wethers  realised  8^.,  inferior  qualities  of  mutton  7kd.  per 
lb.  Bacon  pigs  were  sold  at  6s.  9d.  per  stone,  porkers  7id. 
per  lb.     Stores  in  demand,  with  an  upward  tendency. 

LINCOLN  FAT  STOCK  MABKST.— A  small  show  of 
both  beasts  and  sheep,  and  prices  unaltered,  viz.,  beef  9s.  to 
10s.  per  stone.    Mutton  9d.  per  lb. 

LOCKERBIE  FAIE.— There  was  the  largest  show  of  sheep 
and  lambs  that  has  been  known  at  any  October  market,  the 
number  being  about  22,000,  or  nearly  three  times  as  many  as 
at  the  corresponding  market  of  last  year.  A  large  proportion 
of  the  stock  was  Cheviot  ewes.  The  turnip  crop  in  Dumfries- 
shire is  in  general  good,  and  an  active  demand  was  anticipated. 
Buyers  were  pretty  numerous,  although  few  Galloway  cus- 
tomers were  present.  The  Urge  supply  caused  the  market  not 
to  be  so  quick  as  expected.  For  the  Dest  animals  in  all  classes 
of  stock  there  wera  customers,  but  inferior  wen  slow  to  seU. 
The  few  lots  of  the  better  class  of  half-breds  were  early  picked 
up.  For  the  top  lots  of  Cheviot  ewes  there  was  steady  de- 
maud,  although  not  verv  quick ;  but  by  one  o'clock  the  crack 
lot  had  mostly  been  sola.  The  market  on  the  whole  may  be 
considered  a  dear,  slow  selling  market  Prices  were  not  what 
buyers  quite  expected,  although  very  high.  Lambs  would  in 
most  cases  be  paying  their  keep,  but  there  would  be  no  profit 
on  purehases  in  September.  Cheviot  ewes  would  be  Is.  to  Is. 
6d.  lower  than  last  year.  Prices  for  half-bred  lambs  ranged 
from  22s.  to  28s.  6d.  for  the  best,  and  16s.  to  20s.  for  the 
other  descriptions.  Cross  lambs  14e.  to  22s.  6d.  Cheviot 
wedder  Uunbs  from  8s.  to  14s.  Cheviot  ewe  lambs  7s.  6d.  to 
14s.  8d.    Cheviot  cast  ewes  24s.  to  82s. 

MAIDSTONE  FAIB.— Then  was  a  tolerably  good  show 
of  horses.  First-dass  animals  fetohed  from  40  to  46  guineas : 
second-class  80  to  86  guineas ;  sood  prices  being  also  obtained 
for  roadsters  and  ponies,  but  the  trade  was  somewhst  slow. 
Between  6,000  and  6,000  sheep  were  penned.    Twin-mark 


•v«a  told  for  84a..  lamhi  from  lOi.  to  SOi.  The  npol;  of 
store  beasta  was  short,  there  not  bong  wan  than  firauSOOto 
300  in  the  field,  and  these  at  from  £10  to  £U  per  heaL 

MABKET  HABBOBOTJOH  FAUL— There  was  anank 
of  jBOod  horses.  The  trade  was  very  sbek,  the  bsyen  sot 
being  in  proportion  to  the  number  cm  sale. 

MELTON  BULLOCK  FAIB  was  by  no  mesm  k^ 
There  were,  however,  several  sales  eiedied,  the  prien  ii  aU 
cases  being  high.  80  Welriibeastwensoldat£9shnd,iBd 
80  shorthorns  from£8  to  £16  ;  Mr.  M'Caidej,  fromlniuc, 
had  46  shorthorns,  for  which  be  asked  £17  a  piees ;  Mr.  Bm, 
of  Boxtead,  46  North  Wales  runU,  £7  lOs.  to  £9 ;  Mr.  W 
Fenner,  of  Colchester,  120  shorthorns,  urices  £6  Kk  to  Hi 
12s. ;  Mr.  John  Fenner,  of  Dedham,  l24  shorthoriM,  £luu 
£18  18s.,  and  100  Welsh  beasts,  £7  to  £10 ;  Mr.  Aaaa,  d 
California,  86  shorthorns,  from  £9  to  £11.  The  laiscft  a- 
hibitor  was  Mr.  Makin,  of  EingshaU,  who  had  400  shortkara. 
at  prices  varying  from  £10  to  £20  each.  Mr.WtbaBoe^ 
sold  six  three-jear-old  shorthorn  steers  from  Lord  Bn£^ 
sham's,  at  £16  5s.  each,  and  two  Brittany  cows  st  £9  k  i 
piece ;  also  a  three-year-<kld  Brittany  hull,  quite  fiit,  for  i'Ui 
a  two-vearK>ld  Alderney  heiier  for  £12  10s.,  and  two  tn^m- 
old  Aliiemey  heifers  at  £10  16s.  each.  An  Aldenwy  covin 
milk  was  sold  for  £8  6s.  A  fat  Suffolk  bo]l,esti]nitedto 
weigh  70  stones,  £27.  A  chesnat  brood  cart  nsre,  (b  pn" 
perty  of  Mr.  C.  Barnes,  of  KetUebnrgh,  was  bonglit  iorii; 
16«.  6d. 

BUGELY  HOBSE  FAIE  was  very  thinly  rappliid  vin: 
good  hones.  Few  only  of  the  London  or  other  deikn  vat 
present.  One  valuable  hunter  sold  for  £100.  Of  good  oit 
colts  and  horses  the  supply  was  very  limited,  altboogfa  the  d^ 
maud  was  brisk ;  u  hiut  inferior  animals  sad  Wehh  posis 
were  numerous,  with  few  buyisrs.  The  supplj  of  yonsg  tfoek 
was  very  scantv,  and  ready  sales  were  effected. 

ST.  COLUMB  MONTHLY  MARKET  was  held  OS  T» 
dayhwt,  and  was  well  supplied  with  Cat  and  store  csttk  iii 
sheep.  Fat  cattle  fetohed  from  £3  68.  to£Sl(kpercft., 
sheep  7d.  to  7id.  i»er  lb.  The  attendance  of  bnjen  vu  m{ 
very  large,  but  a  mir  amount  of  business  was  trsnisded.  , 

SALfeBUEY  FORTNIGHTLY  MARKET.-TheBsaWr    1 
of  beasta  was  small,  and  good  qualities  scaxee.   Thebtar, 
therefore,  met  with  a  quidL  sale,  at  full  rates,   bthetba;    < 
department  the  supply  was  good,  upwards  of  8,000  m 
penned.    A  fair  demand  prevuled,  and  a  dearaaoe  vtf  foe- 
rally  effectod,  best  wether  mutton  realicing  from  S^d.  to  9^.    i 
per  lb.,  and  ewe  ditto  from  7|d*  to  8d.    Oien  zcsIizcdl4ito 
16s.  per  score  for  the  best»  and  heifers  from  Ua.  <»•  '^ 
lSs.6d.  ,^-, 

SHERBORNE  FAIR.— Trade  was  satisliMtory,  ^fij 
currencies  of  WeyhiU^  and  a  good  many  lots  were  ^^f 
earlv.  The  great  difference,  not  only  m  the  qaalitjbiittiie 
condition  of  the  lots,  gave  prices  a  rather  wide  rsage,  asikvB 
may  be  quoted  from  28s.  to  40s.,  several  loU  feCduogtJKtop 
price.  Lambs  ranged  from  18s.  to  30s. ;  wetbsn  \Bot:  I 
from  87s.  to  47s.  Li  the  beast  fair  there  was  a  this  ni^, 
ferent  lot  of  stock,  for  the  best  of  which  ISs.  wsi  asked,  i^ 
asked  often  before  a  sale  was  effected.  , 

SLEAFORD   FAT-STOCK  MABKET.-Uip  d»w,rf 
sheep,  which  met  with  a  brisk  trade.    Ckwd  iho*  of  »|J 
prime  fat  bullocks,  which  sold  at  extreme  rates.   SbsU  t^    I 
of  pigs.    Mutton  realised  ^L  to  9id.  per  lb.,  beef  froalu^ 
to  lOs.  6d.,  and  pigs  8s.  6d.  per  stone.  ...    i 

STR  ATHAVM  FAIR,— The  turn-out  of  cstUews  i  fc  I 
average,  but  generally  the  quali^  was  inferior.  Tww  ***  *  , 
good  number  of  Ayrshire  milch  cows  on  the  groon^  vA  pnw  i 
for  the  best  sorto  were  higher  than  thoee  of  recent  fsin.  i^ 
wintor  stock  were  well  represented,  but  at  the  dose  t  m^^ 
were  left  unsold.  i, 

WHITCHURCH  FAIR,— There  was  an  enoraoo  wjpj 
of  pin,chieay  stores,  which  were  sold  at  much  redseedpn^ 
Fat  pigs  realiied  from  lis.  to  Us.  6d.  per  score. 

GLOUCESTER  CHEESE  MARKET  was  the  sa^ 
ever  known  for  this  time  of  the  year,  only  J»  toMJ?^?  f^ 
pitched.  The  cheese  met  a  ready  ssle  at  70i.  to  /»• »' PJ^ 
quaUty,  seconds  601.  to  66s.    Adeaianoe  wasqaieUjoMK. 

GLASGOW  CHEESE  MARKET,  (Wednesday  Ufl^hjj 
have  still  a  plentiful  supply  of  cheese,  which  "wV*  i2 
alow  sale,  and  prices  oontinne  easier,  espeeiallj  lor  »«<** 
quahties. 
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CALENDAR     OF    AGRICULTURE. 


Uniflh  the  sowing  of  wheat  on  day  fidlows,  leys,  and 
doven,  if  any  was  deferred  from  last  month.  Later 
sowings  than  in  last  month  do  not  prosper'  in  Sonth  Bri- 
tain ;  the  hnlk  may  be  equal  into  Febmary,  bat  tiie 
ripening  is  later  with  an  inferior  quality  of  grains. 
Spring  wheats  are  not  veiy  prosperous  in  the  same  loca- 
lities, while  OTer  the  north  of  England  and  the  south  of 
Scotland  Lammas  wheat  is  wall  sown  in  March,  and 
spring  wheats  at  the  tame  time.  In  such  cases,  some 
unknown  cansea  pierail,  and  may  be  ehiefly  in  the 
dimate. 

In  fiiTonrable  weather  raise  from  the  ground  the  crops 
of  Swedish  turnips.  Store  the  bulbs  dressed  by  hand- 
siekle  from  fibres  and  tops,  which  last  are  given  to  store 
eattie  in  the  yards  and  to  sheep  in  the  fidds.  The  store 
heap  of  roots  at  the  homestead  must  have  dry  bottom  in 
seren  to  ten  feet  in  width,  and  a  central  height  of  the 
heap  of  abont  four  feet,  with  a  doping  ridge  of  about 
six  feet,  eoYered  with  a  thin  straw  thatch,  to  defend  from 
rains  and  at  the  same  time  admit  a  free  circulation  of  air. 
A  permanent  covering  for  the  heaps  of  root  crops  bang 
dways  made  of  the  same  extent,  may  be  formed  of  two 
doping  ddes  of  laths  nailed  together  at  the  top,  with 
side-rails,  on  which  a  thin  layer  of  straw  is  tied  by  strong 
twine.  This  structure  will  last  for  years ;  and,  bdng 
joined  in  separate  pieces,  will  be  very  conveniently 
placed  and  replaced,  while  the  height  being  one  foot 
above  the  heap  of  roots,  will  permit  the  transmission  of 
air  to  maintain  a  dry  and  cool  position  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  vegetable  juices  which  being  volatile  are  dis- 
sipated by  exposure.  Hence  the  great  advantage  of 
vegetables  passing  from  the  earth  into  the  stomach  in  the 
least  possible  time,  and  hence  the  weighty  objections  that 
can  be  urged  against  the  exposure  of  roots  or  bulbs  by 
cutting,  siidng,  or  any  mode  of  use  that  deteriorates 
the  quality  by  the  loss  of  the  inherent  qualities,  not  pro- 
perties, which  are  strictly  permanent  and  obvious  to  the 
exterior  senses.  A  vegetable  cannot  be  severed  from  the 
ground  for  many  minutes  without  loss,  and  hence  the  su- 
perior benefit  that  is  derived  from  the  roots  being  eaten 
by  the  mouth  of  the  animal  over  the  cutting  and  slicing 
of  the  bulbs.  The  tender  mouths  of  young  sheep  and 
cattle,  in  a  short  time  of  weakness,  are  easUy  assisted  by 
older  animals  breaking  the  bulbs  in  a  cheaper  way  than 
by  machines.  Slicing  and  catting  encourages  swallow- 
ing of  the  pieces,  which  lessens  mi^ication  and  the  pro- 
duction of  sdiva,  which  is  of  vast  consequence  to  the 
purposes  of  assimilation  and  digestion. 

Thrash  grains  regularly  once  or  twice  in  a  week,  to 
supply  fresh  provender  for  the  cattle  and  litter  for  the 
yards.  Cut  chaifs  for  the  horses,  of 'hay  and  straws 
Biixed,  for  the  bullocks  that  are  tied  up  and  for  the  milch 
cows,  to  be  used  raw  or  steamed  with  roots.  Sell  and 
deliver  idl  grains  as  thrashed ;  the  keeping  of  stores  in 
granary  does  not  produce  any  benefit  as  a  system,  which 
reduces  the  use  of  a  granary  on  any  farm  to  the  conve- 
nience of  a  quantity  of  oats  to  supply  the  work-horses, 
which  must  not  be  long  kept  to  contract  a  musty  smell. 
The  other  use  of  a  granary  is  for  stowing  and  packing 
wool  on  the  extenuve  growing  of  that  article. 

B^^in  to  plough  stubble  luids  for  the  fsllows  of  next 
year,  and  prepare  by  Mowing  the  best  soils  to  be  pUmted 
with  the  early  spring  crops  as  potatoes,  beet,  and  Swedish 
turnips.  Even  the  half-execution  of  the  necessary  fallow- 
ing of  the  spring  will  veiy  much  advance  and  fiwilitate 


the  planting  of  the  crop,  with  the  advantage  of  better 
retaining  moisture  than  when  exposed  by  the  spring 
workings.  Though  the  autumn  fallowing  of  lands  can 
only  be  done  on  dry  soils  under  benign  climates,  and  con- 
sequently restricted  in  the  application,  yet  it  forms  at 
least  a  partid  benefit,  and  hence  it  deserves  a  notice  on 
the  list  of  agriculturd  operations.  Snbsoil  ploughing 
should  follow  the  winter  furrow  ;  but  generd  opinion  does 
not  allow  the  benefit  of  that  operation,  though  it 
may  be  useful  in  particular  cases,  as  by  a  furrow  across 
thorongh  draining,  to  open  the  descent  of  water  into  the 
cavities.  But  such  a  partid  use  might  not  justify  the 
cost  of  the  implement  and  of  its  performances. 

lime  in  the  condition  of  heat  is  spread  over  the  stub 
ble  grounds  during  this  month,  and  covered  into  the  land 
by  the  winter  furrows  of  ploughing.  The  cinders  will 
be  partly  dissolved  by  the  moisture  in  the  land  and  by 
any  air  that  reaches  the  lime,  and  the  remaining  parts 
will  be  brought  into  action  by  the '  spring  ploughing  to 
emit  cdoric  and  to  form  a  mucilage,  both  which  ope- 
rations are  ^ery  highly  conducive  to  vegetable  growth  by 
warming  the  ground  and  producing  an  earthy  residuum. 
This  mode  has  in  its  favour  the  very  great  recommenda- 
tion of  the  least  possible  expense ;  but  it  must  obviously 
be  successful  only  on  the  best  loams  and  the  least  tena- 
cious of  day  soils,  as  the  most  vicious  will  repd  cdoric 
dmost  at  any  time  and  in  any  condition^  and  may  be 
supposed  to  do  so  very  strongly  during  the  winter's  cold, 
while  the  loams,  with  the  exuvial  remuus  of  animals  and 
vegetables,  will  imbibe  cdoric  dmost  under  any  circum- 
stuices.  It  must  be  a  vast  benefit  in  the  application  of 
lime  that  the  cinders  dissolve  in  the  ground  for  the  rea- 
sons that  have  been  stated. 

Supply  to  the  cattle  in  the  yards  by  break  of  day  an 
ample  feed  of  turnips,  rooted  and  topped  for  the  fatten- 
ing aninuds,  and  with  the  tops  attached  for  other  sorts  of 
cattle.  Wooden  cribs,  with  latticed  bottoms,  suit  best 
in  letting  the  rdn  and  filth  escape  freely  downwards 
The  turnips  should  be  all  eaten  by  night,  to  prevent  acci' 
dents  from  choking  happening  unseen.  Give  milch 
cows  cabbages  and  beetroot,  and  one  feed  daily  of  steamed 
meats. 

Continue  the  feeding  of  sheep  as  directed  for  last 
month.  The  animds  may  be  folded  over-night  on  the 
bared  ground  in  mild  climates,  but  more  generally  a 
liberty  is  given  to  run  back  for  shdter. 

Feed  pigs,  as  directed  last  month,  in  roots  and  meds 
steamed  together,  or  in  a  raw  condition.  The  fine  intes- 
tines of  the  pig  derive  the  most  benefit  from  cooked  food 
of  all  the  animals  of  the  farm.  Feed  poultry  with  light 
grdns  and  with  steamed  potatoes  with  meals  mixed,  and 
given  in  troughs  placed  in  a  shelter-shed  in  the  poultry* 
yard. 

Attend  to  the  feeding  of  young  horses  in  the  yards. 
Provide  a  regular  supply  of  fresh  water  in  a  trough,  and 
a  convenient  and  dry  shelter-shed :  give  as  food  straws 
and  hay  chaffs,  bran  and  oats,  and  a  feed  on  each  day  of 
steamed  roots.  The  first  winter's  keep  has  a  very  large 
share  in  making  good  animals  of  all  kmds. 

Flood  watered  meadows,  clean  out  and  put  into  proper 
order  for  use  the  mdn  channds,  conveying  gutters,  and 
theduices  of  flood-gates. 

Begin  to  cut  underwoods,  dividing  the  growths  into 
the  neoessarj  articles  of  hop-poles,  fencing-stakes,  and 
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hurdle-stakes,  cooper  s'-hoops,  weaving-rods,  ftnd  withies, 
ending  with  fine  faggots  for  the  lime-kiln.  Open,  drain 
plantations,  by  making  a  cut  in  the  hollows,  which  are 
strictly  followed  at  the  courses  of  the  drains ;  repair  old 
fences,  and  make  the  new  ones ;  cast  open  ditches,  and 
repair  roads. 
Plant  all  kinds  of  forest  trees,  in  damps  or  in  cirdeain 


knoUs,  in  a  few  together  as  in  comers,  or  in  siDg^e  sun- 
dards.  Choice  trees  for  ornament  will  be  mneh  foiwirded 
in  the  growth  by  a  quantity  of  mixed  guano  and  earlii, 
in  four  or  five  to  one  being  placed  under  and  aroand  the 
roots,  pruned  to  the  stem  according  to  the  qnantitj  of 
fibrous  protrusions.  The  growth  will  be  r^id  aod  itrai|, 
and  lasting  for  several  years. 


CALENDAR    OF    GARDENING. 


KrrcHEN  Garden. 

Try  again  for  early  peas  and  beans.  Dig  roots  for  tem- 
porary supply  of  the  so-called  Jerusalem  artichoke.  Store 
all  the  potatoes,  carefully  observing  the  condition  as  to 
soundness  or  decay.  Keep  the  store  very  dry.  Dig  car- 
rots, parsnips,  and  beet,  and  secure  them  in  dry  sand. 

Transplant  more  spring  cabbage,  and  fill  up  blanks 
with  cauliflowers  of  August-town  on  warm  borders,  where 
they  could  be  occasioniilly  protected.  Cover  sea-kale  for 
forcing,  and  prepare  more  asparagus  plants,  placing  them 
in  pits,  with  a  bed  of  tree-leaves  under  the  earth. 

Protect  the  plant  of  artichokes  by  mulch  or  masses  of 
leaves,  after  removing  all  the  old  stalks  and  decayed 
foliage. 

Brocoli  and  cauliflower  in  the  open  ground  should  be 
laid  down,  and  be  guarded  with  a  covering  of  dry  earth 
laid  close  over  the  stems. 

Finish  earthing  of  celery  if  frost  threatens ;  cover  the 
ridges  and  tops  with  dry  haulm. 

Tie  up  some  plants  of  endive,  and  remove  others  to  dry 
frames  for  blancning. 

Give  air  occasionally  to  lettuces  under  frames,  and  also 
to  raddish  and  salad,  when  that  mode  is  adopted  of  pro- 
curing early  crops  of  those  most  agreeable  esculents. 

Dig  the  grounds  from  which  root  crops  have  been  re- 
moved, in  order  to  expose  the  soil  to  the  alternate  vicis- 
situdes of  the  wintry  climates,  to  be  thereby  broken  and 
dissolved  in  the  bulk.  A  digging  in  the  spring  receives 
the  seeds  of  creeping-rooted  plants,  as  peas  and  fibres ; 
when  the  ground  is  firm  and  tenacious,  on  the  lighter 
seals,  the  spring  digging  may  be  sufficient,  and  the  autumn 
preparation  omitted. 

Dig  into  the  grounds  to  be  planted  with  roots  in  the 
spring,  a  covering  of  the  richest  dung  from  the  urine  pit, 
shortin  the  composition,  and  impregnated  with  liquids 
to  dropping,  but  not  in  waste,  semiprutescent  and  slimy 
in  appearance.  Opinions  differ  on  autumn  or  the  spring 
application  of  manure,  no  doubt  arising  from  the  diffisrent 
circumstances  of  application  in  the  soil  and  climate. 
A  general  experience  values  highly  the  production  of  the 
black  humified  condition  of  the  land,  seen  when  the 
ground  is  moved  in  the  spring,  that  arises  from  the  com- 
bination of  the  elements  in  the  dung  and  in  the  land  in 
effort  to  form  a  new  substance  that  is  most  beneficial  to 
the  growth  of  vegetation,  and  which  produces  a  yield 
of  seed-fruit,  whereas  the  fresh  dung  tends  to  yidd  a 
profusion  of  leaves  and  fibres  rather  than  sound  fruit  in 
seeds. 

The  present  time  is  also  very  fitting  to  pkce  in  the 
digging  of  root-crop  soils,  once  in  every  four  or  five  years, 
a  quantity  of  hot  lime  cinders  of  small  size  as  a  goose  egg, 
in  separate  positions  in  the  land,  with  a  covering  up  of  the 
half-depth  of  the  spit.  The  moisture  will  partly  dissolve 
the  cinders,  and  the  spring  of  the  land,  with  the  move- 
ment of  the  duders,  will  induce  a  further  dissolution  of 
the  incinerated  earthy  base,  supposed  to  be  formed 
from  the  roe  of  fishes,  evolving  much  calorio  to  penetrate 


the  entire  body  of  the  soil,  spreading  into  every  eotser 
and  atom,  and  ndsiBg  by  its  presence,  as  a  qoslity,  the 
tonperature  of  the  ground,  produdng  a  condition  thit  is 
highly  favourable  to  vegetable  life.  This  wanning  of  tlie 
ground  may  conUnue  in  the  average  of  four  or  fire  yean, 
and  then  renewed,  dways  with  an  application  of  a  due 
of  animd  and  vegetable  matters,  in  order  that  secimoh- 
tion  of  elements  may  be  joined  to  produce  from  the  actioii 
of  cdoric  the  benefit  of  damp  warm  exhalationi  thai  iic 
a  chief  dement  of  the  ceriform  food  of  idants.  The  actioa 
of  cdoric  on  soils  will  depend  on  the  oondocting  povtr 
of  the  constituent  parts  which  are  favourable  to  tkt 
power  in  the  ratio  contained  of  exuvid  vegetable  td 
animd  matters.  Clay  is  a  very  low  conductor  of  olofic, 
and  hence  tiie  fiulures  of  lime  as  a  manure  on  porely  ciij 
soils,  owing  to  the  small  quantity  applied.  All  clay  bnd 
of  any  denomination  may  be  reduced  into  fine  soili,  brokea 
and  sundered  in  the  viscous  adhesion  by  the  intioatelj 
penetrating  action  of  cdoric  from  duders  placed  in  tbe 
ground,  and  dissolving  in  that  position.  For  after  all 
that  has  been  spoken  and  written  on  the  subject  of  lisie 
as  a  manure,  a  ver^  tenable  opinion  may  be  hazarded, 
that  a  chief  benefit  is  derived  from  the  action  of  caloric 
from  the  incinerated  body  in  wanning  the  ground,  asJ 
in  stimulating  the  dung  and  the  aoil,  dong  with  a  basic 
reddnnm,  in  a  mucilaginous  condition,  which  adds  to  the 
early  constituents.  The  land  of  the  kitchen  gardeo  being 
treated  mostly  with  vegeUble  matters,  will  derire  mach 
bmefit  from  a  gentie  warming  application  to  stifflolate 
the  action  of  inert  bodies  of  several  compositions. 

Fbuit  Departxsnt. 

Wall  trees  and  berry-bearing  shmbs  may  be  pmned  it 
this  time,  dthough  nothing  is  gdned  over  the  spring 
pruning  in  February,  which  is  best  preferred.  Bat  if  es- 
pdier  trees  are  not  dready  finished,  the  ]^rocess  may  now 
be  ended,  every  regular  spur-pruning  being  done  ia  ^ 
weather. 

The  misthriven  growth  of  trees  will  be  much  ufM 
and  forwared  into  a  thriving  condition  by  praning  tu 
roots  at  a  distance  from  the  stem,  according  to  the  num- 
bers of  fibres  that  are  protruded,  forming  a  circular  brwa 
of  the  ring  that  will  be  cut,  and  filling  tiie  cafityinli 
a  mixture  of  guano,  with  four  or  five  times  its  balk  of  tj 
earth.  The  trench  must  be  carefully  covered  and  wcfl 
watered.  A  rapid  growth  will  ensue  to  but  for  iercr»l 
years. 

Leave  strawberries  for  the  winter,  protected  by  thnr 
own  foliage. 

Raspberries  may  be  tied  by  cord  neatiy  to  stakes,  six 
roots  to  each,  stopping  at  an  angle  towards  the  north,  on 
to  a  neat  open  trdlis.  It  suits  weD  to  seenre  by  tto 
means  the  mil  exposure  of  next  year's  growing  canes  fo  tM 
sun;  the  plants  are  too  crowded  by  tiie perpcDdicaUr 
confined  tying  to  stakes. 

Flower  Oardbv. 
Plant  in  rich  beds  of  fine  earths,  nnds  and  lou»>  ^ 
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oulbs  of  tulips,  crocoB,  hyacinth,  narcissnf,  jonquils,  &e., 
&c. ;  open  the  holes  neatly,  place  the  bulb  an  inch  or  two 
deep,  and  cover  it  all  round  with  fine  soil.  Bolbs  grown 
in  pots  must  be  sunk  deeply  in  sands  or  warm  earth  to  re- 
mnin  till  the  early  growth  of  spring.  Cover  beds  of 
choice  flowers,  as  azalks,  rhododendron,  &c.,  with  a  two 
or  three-inch  coating  of  leaf-mould,  sand,  or  sandy  loam, 
mixed  together.    Move  a  few  herbaceous  plants,  roughly 


fork  the  snr&ce  of  beds,  and  scatter  old  rotten  dung  over 
it.    Observe  neatness  and  order  everywhere. 

Where  any  semi-hardy  plants  or  any  other  kinds  are 
kept  in  pits,  frames  or  similar  erections,  the  situation 
should  be  as  dry  as  possible,  and  be  aired  at  every  con- 
venient opportunity.  Dry  sawpit  dust  is  a  good  mate- 
rial for  the  pots  to  be  plunged  in,  as  it  guards  from  the 
mould  effectually. 


REVIEW    OF    THE    CORN    TRADE 

DURING  THE   PAST   MONTH, 


Though  September  did  little  to  make  up  for  the  drought 
of  the  summer,  after  the  first  fortnight  in  October  the 
needed  supplies  of  rain  came  freely,  so  that  the  ponds 
have  again  filled  and  the  earth  has  become  saturated 
enough  for  all  agricultural  purposes.  This,  with  the 
generally  mild  weather  prevailmg,  has  recovered  the  green 
of  the  meadows  and  greatly  helped  the  turnips  and  other 
esculents  which  were  threatened  with  an  almost  total  ex- 
tinction. Farmers  will  be  exceedingly  glad  of  this  timely 
help  before  winter,  as  it  will  assist  them  to  get  their  stock 
through  the  severe  weather.  The  war,  wUch  has  con- 
tinued raging,  and  all  in  fiivour  of  the  Prussians,  has  at 
last  reached  a  height  justifying  the  intervention  of  neu- 
trals to  obtain  a  peaceful  settlement,  and  our  own  country, 
after  a  noble  display  of  concern  for  the  wounded  of  both 
nations,  had  certainly  a  right  to  take  the  lead  in  this 
moral  effort  which  our  ktest  information  gives  us  to  hope 
will  be  eventually  welcome  to  both  nations.  In  the  mean 
time  our  anticipations  of  an  advance  on  wheat  has  be- 
come partially  realised,  and  from  8s.  to  4s.  per  qr.  has 
been  gained  upon  the  lowest  point.  This  may  be  traced 
to  the  derangement  of  commerce  caused  by  the  war. 
Belgium  and  Holland  having  been  cut  off  from  Baltic 
supplies  by  the  late  blockade,  have  naturally  turned  at- 
tention to  our  low  quotations,  and  all  along  our  eastern 
coast  purchases  have  been  freelv  making  for  those  coun- 
tries at  better  rates  than  would  have  been  procured  in 
London.  This  lessened  the  supplies  to  the  metropolis, 
but  little  resulted  at  first,  the  London  trade  being  well 
furnished  by  shipments  from  America  and  Russia ;  but 
now  some  of  these  have  been  wanted  on  foreign  acnount, 
the  case  has  altered,  and  English  millen  found  themselves 
outbid  by  the  foreign  shippers.  The  advance,  therefore, 
though  reluctantly,  was  paid,  and  as  not  only  Belgium 
has  been  taking  English  wheat  freely,  but  orders  have 
come  from  that  great  shipping  port,  Hambro',  and  have 
begun  to  be  executed,  a  light  has  been  let  in  upon  the 
short  supplies  yet  received  in  Germany,  as  also  upon  the 
poor  condition  in  which  those  supplies  have  come  to  hand. 
America  too,  which  was  the  only  country  much  moved  by 
our  dull  and  declining  markets,  shows  an  advance  of  about 
49.  per  qr.  on  her  recent  rates,  for  at  New  York  both 
depressipn  as  well  as  excitement  are  very  soon  felt,  and 
we  realy  think  that  the  waste  of  this  European  war  will 
yet  further  enhance  prices.  Even  should  peace  be  eventu- 
ally agreed  on,  much  of  the  damage  done  is  irreparable, 
and  must  certainly  be  severely  felt  through  the  coming 
aeason.  The  following  rates  have  recently  been  quoted 
at  the  places  nftmed :  red  wheat  in  Belgium  66s.  to  68s., 
white  Zealand  at  Rotterdam  46s.  to  648.,  wheat  at  Ham- 
bro'  508.  to  568.,  red  at  Stettin  488.  to  608.,  fine  high- 
mixed  at  Danzic,  61  lbs.  per.  bus.,  60s.  6d.,  red  at  Peten- 
barg  41s.,  red  at  Milan  488.,  white  at  Valladolid  528., 
Saide  at  Alexandria  4l8.,  at  Berdianski  498.  6d.,  freight 


included,  Milwaukee  and  Chicago,  cost,  freight,  and  in- 
surance included,  46s.  9d.  per  480  lbs. 

The  fint  Monday  in  Mark  Lane  commenced  on  &ir 
arrivals  of  wheat,  both  English  and  foreign.  The  show 
of  fresh  samples  from  Essex  and  Kent  during  the  morning 
being  short,  facton  commenced  by  asking  Is.  advance, 
but  millen  resisting  it,  sales  were  eventually  made  at  the 
previous  currency,  liie  foreign  inquiiy  was  very  limited, 
though  no  improvement  on  the  previous  rates  was  required. 
There  was  a  quiet  trade  in  floating  cargoes  at  unaltered 
prices.  The  upward  movement  in  the  country  not  being 
responded  to  in  London,  but  few  places  noted  any  im- 
provement in  prices;  Sheffield,  Hull,  and  Ipswich  were 
occasionally  Is.  per  qr.  higher  for  fine  qualities,  and 
Bamsley  was  about  Is.  to  28.  per  qr.  dearer.  These  in- 
stances and  a  few  othen  were  the  only  exceptions  to  a 
generally  quiet  and  unaltered  range  of  prices.  The 
change  during  the  week  at  Liverpool  was  a  rise  of  2d. 
per  cental  on  Friday.  The  Scotch  markets  were  of  the 
same  tenor,  Glasgow  being  inactive  and  unaltered  as  well 
as  Edinburgh.  The  only  difference  noted  at  Dublin  was 
that  wheat  and  flour  went  of  with  greater  readiness  at 
fully  as  much  money. 

The  second  Monday  had  about  an  average  supply  of 
English  wheat,  and  a  good  increase  of  foreign,  with  only 
a  moderate  exhibition  of  fresh  samples  on  the  Essex  and 
Kentish  stands.  Fkcton  once  more  tried  for  improved 
rates,  but  again  failed,  though  fully  the  previous  prices 
were  paid.  Though  no  difference  of  value  was  noted  in 
foreign,  there  was  a  better  demand  than  of  late.  With 
£ur  arrivals  off  the  coast,  the  business  transacted  was  at 
unaltered  quotations.  The  country  wheat  trade  this  week 
again  outwent  the  advices  of  London,  there  being  in  most 
instances  a  rise  of  Is.  per  qr.,  as  at  Bristol,  Gloucester, 
Birmingham,  Gainsboro',  Hungerford,  Manchester,  New- 
ark, Sheffield,  Newcastle,  Boston,  Sleaford,  &c.;  and  a  few, 
as  Market  Harbro'  and  Melton  Mowbray,  were  up  to  Is. 
to  2s.  The  only  gain  of  Liverpool  was  3d.  to  4d.  on 
Tuesday.  The  Scotch  markets  tended  upwards :  fine 
wheat  at  Glasgow  being  up  Sd.  to  6d.  per  boll,  and  Leith 
was  rather  dearer,  as  well  as  Kirkcaldy.  Perth  was  Is. 
per  qr.  higher.  'Wheat  at  Dublin  underwent  little  change ; 
at  Droghecla  there  was  an  improvement  of  6d.  per  brl. 

On  the  third  Monday  there  was  a  great  falling  off  in 
the  English  supply,  and  a  krge  increase  in  the  foreign. 
But  few  fresh  samples  appeared  this  morning  on  the 
Kentish  and  Essex  stands,  as  sales  had  been  making  at 
a  relatively  higher  value  in  the  country.  Facton  now 
saw  their  opportunity  and  insisted  on  millen  paying 
fully  Is.  per  qr.  more,  and  indeed,  in  some  instances,  on 
fine  parcels  the  rine  was  about  2s.  per  qr.  Some  holden 
of  foreign  were  also  lucky  enough  to  obtain  Is.  per  qr. 
advance,  but  generally  the  trade  found  the  large  arrivals 
against  them.    The  sales  of  floating  cargoes  were  free, 
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and  fine  (uurgoes  brought  some  adrance,  bat  it  was  the 
reverse  with  inferior  parcels.  The  more  cheerful  accounts 
from  London  on  Monday  influenced  the  country  markets 
generally  to  the  extent  of  Is.  to  28.  per  qr.,  the  lowest 
advance  being  about  Is.  per  qr.,  as  at  Bristol,  Bury  St. 
Edmunds,  Gloucester,  Rotherham,  Rugby,  &c.  Liver- 
pool was  2d.  to  4d.  per  cental  dearer  for  the  week,  and 
the  Saturday's  market  generally  took  a  higher  range.  At 
Edinburgh  the  wheat  trade  was  up  Is.  to  28.,  and  Glas- 
gow  was  6d.  to  9d.  per  boll  higher.  Dublin  was  6d.  per 
brl.  dearer  for  Irish  wheat,  and  Is.  on  foreign. 

On  the  fourth  Monday  there  were  small  English  sup- 
plies, and  not  heavy  arrivals  from  abroad,  these  being 
chiefly  from  New  York  and  Montreal.  The  show  of  sam- 
ples on  the  Kentish  stands  was  very  limited,  with  but  a 
moderate  quantity  on  those  of  Essex,  and  as  the  country 
advices,  more  especially  those  of  Saturday,  came  still 
higher,  factors  found  themselves  in  position  to  com- 
mand an  advance  of  Is.  to  28.,  which,  however,  was  not 
very  freely  paid.  The  foreign  trade  was  quite  as  much 
higher,  there  being  further  orders  on  London  for 
Hambro'  account,  in  consequence  of  the  rise  in  prices 
there. 

The  imports  into  London  for  four  weeks,  were  86,066 
qrs.  English  wheat  and  119,760  qrs.  foreign,  against 
27,835  qrs.  Eaglish  and  168,214  qrs.  foreign,  for  the 
same  period  in  1 869.  The  imports  into  the  kingdom  for 
four  weeks,  ending  15th  Oct.,  were  2,409,554  cwt.  wheat 
and  330,460  cwt.  flour,  against  3,499,182  cwt.  wheat 
and  464,406  cwt.  flour  in  1869,  The  liOndon  exports  for 
one  month  were  5,942  qrs.  wheat  and  2,075  cwt.  flour. 
The  London  averages  began  at  48s.  lOd.,  and  closed  at 
SOs.  lid.  The  general  averages  commenced  at  45s.  4d., 
and  closed  at  47s.  per  qr.,  which  was  just  the  same  as  this 
time  last  year. 

The  Flour  trade  for  the  most  part  has  been  dull,  but 
with  little  alteration  in  prices.  Norfolks,  which  com- 
menced at  35s.,  closed  at  36s.  Foreign  sacks  also  have 
risen  Is.,  and  barrels  have  likewise  improved  6d.  to  is., 
but  the  latter  must  be  very  fine  to  be  worth  26s. ;  white 
quotations  from  New  York,  freight  on  board,  were  248. 
2d.  per  barrel  in  London.  The  imports  into  London  for 
four  weeks,  were  90,814  sacks  English  and  8,023  sacks 
69,719  barrels  foreii^n,  against  84,397  sacks  English  and 
6,644  sacks  24,999  barrds  foreign  last  year. 

The  supply  of  maize  has  been  good,  and  on  the  first 
Monday  there  was  a  reduction  in  the  value  of  6d.  to  Is. 
per  qr.,  but  on  the  closing  Monday  this  was  recoved, 
partly  through  the  rise  in  oats,  yellow  being  worth  29s., 
and  white  3 Is.  per  qr. 

The  supplies  of  British  barley  have  been  increasing, 
being  nearly  treble  what  they  were  in  September,  but  still 
the  quantity  has  only  been  moderate,  and  not  enough  to 
reduce  rates;  in  fact,  fine  malting  qualities  have  remained 
scarce,  and  are  rather  dearer  than  otherwise.  There  is 
much  of  the  barley  of  this  season  very  heavy,  though 
little  is  kindly  and  in  request  for  malting.  Foreign  sorts 
have  slightly  fluctuated,  leaving  valnes  much  as  they 
were ;  floe  malting  qualities  are  worth  about  43s.,  se- 
condary 358.  to  388.,  and  low  grinding  26s.  to  27s.,  or 
more  if  sweet  and  heavy.  The  imports  into  London  for 
four  weeks  have  been  12,836  qrs.  British  and  42,146  ^rs. 
foreign,  against  8,661  qrs.  British  and  24,330  qrs.  foreign 
for  the  same  time  last  year. 

With  a  good  deal  of  old  malt  yet  on  hand,  the  trade 
has  been  inactive  all  through  the  month,  but  prices  have 
been  very  little  altered. 

Oreat  changes  have  occurred  in  the  oat  trade,  as  fo- 
reign imports  have  been  heavy  or  limited,  and  these 
▼aryinp  -"«-''  M^n^^y^  ^^^^  jj^ve  oscillated  accordingly. 
Th«^  UMthiAhiUtlMFrac^di&gwe^i 


prices  rose  6d.^  the  next  Monday  only  being  half  of  ^ 
prices  further  rose  Is. ;  then  came  another  heavy  snpplj, 
which  brought  the  loss  of  Is.,  and  finally  there  vu  i 
short  one,  when  rates  rose  again  fiilly  Is.  6d.  Tbt 
balance  of  valnes,  therefore,  has  been  against  the  moatl 
about  6d.  to  Is.,  381b.  sweet  Russsian  com  being  nov 
worth  208.  6d.,  and  Swedish  401b.  oats  24s.  So  priets 
on  a  bad  crop  are  still  comparatively  low,  and  ilinld 
supplies  fall  off,  as  they  naturally  may  be  expected  to  do 
in  the  winter,  the  probability  is  that  we  shall  be  yet  detrer, 
as  the  high  price  of  hay  and  all  sorts  of  foddo*  mast  oub 
them  largely  in  demand.  The  imports  into  Londoo  k 
four  weeks  have  been  6,417  qra.  English,  only  30  qn. 
Scotch,  no  Irish,  bnt  202,465  qrs.  foreign  only,  aj(iiL<t 
6,188  qrs.  English,  no  Scotch,  6,196  qrs.  Irish,  243.(»J 
qrs.  foreign  for  the  same  time  last  year. 

The  bean  trade,  with  very  moderate  imports,  hsakept 
dull  through  the  month,  in  oonseqneDce  of  the  very  lov 
price  of  Indian  Com.  Prices  have  closed  with  the  nee 
quotations  at  which  they  conunenced,  bat  Egyptis&sorti 
at  Alexandria  have  been  quoted  31  s.,  selling  here  a»  Heat- 
ing cargoes  at  36s.,  but  since  held  at  more  money,  ni 
we  have  bttle  doubt,  as  the  weather  gets  colder,  thit 
prices  will  somewhat  improve,  as  there  are  no  advics  d 
free  shipments  from  abroad.  In  retail,  Egyptiaa  wrti 
are  worth  37s.  to  38s. ;  old  English  have  become  scarce, 
and  are  rdatively  dearer.  The  imports  for  four  vee^i 
into  London,  were  4,106  qrs.  Engiiah,  6,305  qra.  forciga. 
against  3,132  qrs.  English,  and  4.915  qrs.  fomgs  ia 
1869. 

Peas  also  have  been  very  quiet.  It  was  at  one  tioi 
thought  white  boilers  would  be  freely  bought  on  Freodi 
account,  as  being  a  condensed  and  highly  nutritions  food, 
but  while  the  war  has  brought  its  neeessities  it  hu  bl 
its  derangements  in  transit,  and  boainess  left  to  oor  on 
consumption  has  been  on  a  limited  range;  fair  MoBtral 
white  are  held  at  38s.,  inferior  Danzic  35s.,  hog  pu 
37s.,  maples  a  fancy  rate,  aay  42s.  The  imporii  ioto 
London  for  four  weeks,  were  2,584  qrs.  £ogli»h  isd 
9,018  qrs.  foreign,  against  3,111  qrs  English  ssd  2,92S 
qrs.  foreiA:n  for  the  same  time  last  year. 

Linseed,  as  for'some  time  past,  has  been  very  eqnil  u^ 
unaltered  in  value,  the  scarcity  of  seed  keq^in^  it  deir. 
and  the  dearness  limiting  the  tmde;  bnt  caka  jun 
found  a  ready  sale  all  through  the  mouth  at  fnU  prk«> 
The  imports  for  four  weeks  into  London,  were  40,385 
qrs.,  against  31,294  qrs.  in  1869. 

The  seed  trade  has  been  without  interest.  Fiaeoey 
English  red  clover-seed  has  been  held  high,  and  the  saill 
stock  of  old  foreign  has  maintained  its  price,  ss  wefl  » 
trefoil  and  white  mnstard-seed,  but  tares  have  task  to 
7s.  6d.  per  bushel,  with  but  a  limited  demand. 


OUBBSNT  PRIOBB  OF  BBITI8H  OBAIN  AND  FLOUl 
IN  MABKUlKS. 

mniBii  pv  0*"^ 
WHEAT,  new,  Essex  and  Kent,  whiie ^ *  0^^ 

Norfblk,  Linclnsi'.,  and  Torksh.,  red..................  ^  J? 

BARLBT SI  to  S4 OhavaHer -  <*  £ 

Orindizis 90      81......PietiUiiig. »   £ 

MALT.  Bsaez,  Norfolk,  and  BvflbUc .. Jf  * 

Kingston,  Ware,  and  town-made -  JJ  2 

Brown .^.........^  £  J: 

RYB ...........^ ••  J 

OATS,  Bn^Uah,  feed  28  to  S7...............FQC«to*"«^*'-  £  S 

Bootoh,  feed 00     00.... Poteto..^^^.  2  5 

lriah,feed,whtteM     M Fina^ £  Z 

Ditto,  blaok M      SL^.^^ FOteto »  JJ 

BBANS,  Hasagan  ...87      40 »...TiokB...M. —  £  j* 

Harrow 40      44 Pteaon JJ   « 

PBA8,wfalto,boi]ers.95     8»lCi9lo41to^Ony.w*'S  £ 

FLOUB,  paraaok  of  »01ba.,Town.HoBseboMs.nftm.g  * 

Oonncnr,  on  shore JStoS7      •»        •»•«-•"  S  m 

ITgvWM41M^9ailtaf  tmrnniMfiiHiminM"  ^ 

odbyLjOOgle 
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FOBBIOM  ORAIN. 

HhnHngs  ptrQwutar. 

WlSEAT^  DMitBio,]iiiz«d  .^...5S  toM........«zfer» S6to60 

K3iiigsb«rg 61      53 exfers.....  64  66 

Bostook 60      6S fine 63  64 

Biletian,  red. 48      60 white....  60  68 

Pomera.,  Meokberg.,  and  Uokennrk.  ...red 60  69 

Bnaelvi,  hard,  43  to  4S...Bt.  Petenbnrg  and  Biga  44  47 

Daniah  and  Holstein.  red  47    60 American  46  60 

Chilian,  white  66...  Oalifomian  66  ...  AnstraUan  67  60 

JBuARLST,  grinding  26  to  20.. ..distilling  and  malting  83  36 

OAT8,  Dntoh.  brewing  and  Poland*  23  to  20. Aed  21  23 

Danish  and  Swedish,  feed  22  to  24....  Btralsond...  22  24 

Canada20to21,Biga21to23,Aroh.21to23,P'sbg.21  26 

TABS8,  Spring,  per  qr snuJl  00   00 large  00  00 

BJBANB,  Mesland  ami  Holstein 43  44 

K< 

PEAS. 

INDr 


Konigsberg 30  to  42...Bg7ptian  > 38  40 

kS,  feeding  and  maple...83      36...flne  boilers 87  38 

INDIAN  OOBN.  white 28      31...yeUow 28  28 

FIjOUB,  per  aaok,  French..40     43...8panish,  p.  aaOk  00  00 

Ajnencan,per  brl 22      24...eztraanad'ble.26  26 


IMPERIAL    AVERAGES. 
SV)r  the  week  ended  Oct.  16, 1870. 

Wheat 86,106|  qrs.      47b.    Od. 

Barley 72,022}    „        86i.    7d. 

4^2171    „         22b.    6d. 


COMPARATIVE    AVERAGES. 


WHBAT. 
Years.  Qrs.  s.  d. 
1866...  7S.880f  ...  62  2 
1967...  70,2021...  67  6 
1868...  70,7631  ...63  8 
I860  ...62,774  ...47  0 
1870...  86,106}  ...  47    0 


BABLEY. 

Qrs.        s.  d. 
64,87H  ...  42  11 

68,867    ...  41  8 

64.0691    ...  46  7 

46,205}  ...  38  1  i    4,S7( 

72,022}  ...  36  7       4^21^ 


AVERAGES 


Fob  THB  FAST  Six 
Wbbkb  : 

Sept.  10,  1870 

Sept.  17,  1870 

Sept.  24,  1070 

Oct.      1,  1870 

Oct.      8,  1870..... 

Oct.     16,  1870 

Aggregate  of  the  above  ... 
The  same  week  in  I860.. 


Wheat. 

s.  d. 

48  1 

46  6 

46  4 

46  1 
48  6 

47  0 

46  7 

47  0 


36  8 

36  4 

86  2 

86  7 

86  11 

86  7 

86  3 

88  1 


Oats, 

s.  d. 

28  10 

28  0 

20  7 
22  8 

21  11 

22  6 
22  6 
24  1 


JPLUCTUATIONS  in  the  AVEBAGE  PRICE  of  WHEAT. 


Pbicb. 

Sept.  10. 

8ept.i7. 

Sept.  24.  Oct.  1. 

6ct.8. 

Oct.  16. 

48a.  Id. 
47s.  Od. 
46s.  6d. 
46e.  6d. 
468.  Id. 
46a.  4d. 

eI 

...           •*• 
...      1      ... 

... 

:::L 

... 

,"•.] 

... 

... 

BRITISH  BBBDS. 
Hvsvabb,  perbash.,brown  lU.  to  12s.,  white     Os.tolOs. 

CAVAAT,perqr 62b.    66s. 

CLOTxs8BBn,new  red 64b.    86b. 

CosxAV]»>B,perowt 21s.    22b. 

Tasbb,  winter,  new,  per  bushel 8b.    8b.  6d. 

Tsavon,  new 21s.    23s. 

Btbabass,  per  qr 28b.    80b. 

Iiivsun,  per  qr.,  sowing  68s.  to70s.,onishing   67b.    618. 

linsisn  OAxas,  per  ton £11 16s.  to  £12  6s. 

JUrasasD,  per  qr 70b.    72s. 

Bays  Oaks,  per  ton £6  10s.  Od.  to£6  6b,  Od. 

FOBBIQN  SBBDS. 

GoazAVSBB,  per  owt 2lB.to22s. 

Gabbawat       „       new 31s.    82s. 

Oirf>TssaBD,red64i.to64B., white    68b.    768. 

HsKrasxi),  small  42b.  to  43s.  per  qr....Dutoh    46b.    478. 

TasYon. 21b.    22«. 

BTsasASS,  per  qr  28b.    80i» 

I<»8BU,perqr.,Bsltio66B.  to60B...Bombay   60b.   61s. 

I<ursBan  OAKBB,per  ton £11  16b.  to  £12  68. 

Rxn  OAxa.pertcn £6  lOs.  Od.  to  £6  6s.  Od. 

Bafsbbbd,  Datoh 68s.    70b. 

HOP  MARO^ 

BOROUGH,  Monday,  Oct.  24.— Since  our  last  reportonr 
market  has  aasamed  a  firmer  tone,  etpecially  for  choice  Hops, 
in  which  considerable  biuiness  has  been  transacted  at  slightly 
»dr«noed  ntw,   QoAAtitioi  of  medium  ^nidM  ut  itfllpnnod 


on  the  boards  for  sale,  and  barelT  realixe  recent  quotations.  The 
trade  for  foreign  Hops  ndes  anil,  the  unportB  np  to  the  pre- 
sent time  amounting  to  3,226  bales.  latest  adTioes  from 
New  York  report  the  growth  nearly  eqnal  to  last  year's  quan- 
tity, but  inferior  in  quality,  only  a  small  portion  being  rmlly 
fine.    The  market  is  inacti?e,  with  bw  figures. 

Mid  and  East  KentB   £2  10  £4    4  £7    0 

Weald  of  Kent 2  10  S  10  4    0 

Sussex 2    6  2  14  3  10 

Vamham  and  Countiy    ...    3  16  4  16  6    6 

Olds 1    0  115  2  10 

POTATO  MARKETS. 
BOROUGH  AND  SPITALFIELDS. 
LONDON,  Monday,  Oct.  24.~Fair  supplies  of  potatoes 
haye  been  on  sale.  There  hu  been  a  mooerate  demand  at 
about  late  rates.  The  import  into  London  last  week  consisted  of 
8  casks  3  bags  firom  Hamburg,  14  barrel  Bremen,  and  S 
hampers  19  packages  Rotterdam. 

English  Begents 46s.  to  SOs.  per  ton. 

Scotch  Regents  50s.to80s.      „ 

Rocks  408.  to  668.      „ 

COUNTRY  POTATO  MARKETS.— Domcabtie  (Satnr- 
day) :  A  fair  supply  of  potatoes  this  morning,  and  a  good 
a?er9ge  business  dowg,  prices  remaining  unaltered,  namely, 
regents  7s.  6d.  to  8s.,  and  rocks  6s.  6d.  to  7s.  per  load. — 
Malton  (Saturday) :  Potatoes,  as  frost  keeps  off,  are  freely 
offered.  Dealers  buy  wholesale  at  £2  16s.  to  £3  5s.  per  ton, 
and  retail  rates  are  Tsriable,  the  best  sorts  being  6d.  to  8d.  per 
stone,  but  some  are  at  4d.  per  stone. — York  (Saturday) :  The 
weather  being  Tery  wet,  there  was  only  a  limited  supply  of 
potatoes,  and  little  business  doing,  the  price  being  from  7s.  to 
8s.  per  tub  of  280  lbs.  wholesale,  and  5d.  per  stone  of  14  \b§, 
retaiL 

PBIOES  of  BUTTBB,  OHEBSB»  HAMS,  Ac. 


BI7TTBB,  per  owt. :  s.  b. 

Dorset. 160  to  164 

Frieslaad  ............138  140 

Jers^ 124  184 

Fsssx,  per  dos.  ...  16  20 

BAOON,  perowt: 

Wfltshire,  green...  70  74 

Irish,  f.o.b 70  76 


OHBESB,  per  owt.  I    s.       s. 

Oheshire.  new 64  to  84 

Dble.  Olouoester...  60  74 

Cheddar,  old 68  90 

American 66  72 

HAMS  t  York 110  116 

Oumberlsnd 110  116 

Irish  98  116 


POULTRY,  &c.,  MARKETS.— Turkeys,  6s.  to  10s. ;  ditto 
hens,  8s.  to  4b.  6d. ;  Geese,  Ss.  to  8s. ;  Ducks,  Is.  to  3s. ; 
ditto  wild,  28. ;  Surrey  Fowls,  8s.  to  6s. ;  Sussex  ditto,  2s.  to 
Sb.  ;  Boston  and  Essex,  Is.  9d.  to  2s.  6d. ;  Irish,  Is.  to  Is.  6d. ; 
Babbits,  tame  Is.  to  2s. ;  Pigeons,  6d.  to  9d. ;  Pheasants,  Ss. 
to  4b.  ;  Partridges,  Is.  to  2s. ;  Hares,  2s.  to  4b.  ;  white  Scotcli, 
Is.  9d. ;  Widgeon,  Is. ;  Teal,  Is. ;  Woodcocks,  Ss. ';  Snipes, 
9d. ;  Gold  Plover,  9d. ;  Black  ditto,  6d. ;  Larks,  Is.  per  dozen. 
Eggs,  best  12s.  per  120. 

LONDON  CHEESE  BfARKET,Oct.  20.--We  have  very 
little  alteration  to  notice  in  the  cheese  trade  during  the  past 
week.  The  supply  of  English  cheese  is  quite  equal  to  the  de- 
mand, and  in  fact  the  stock  of  inferior  and  ill-flavoured  cheese 
is  large,  and  sells  very  tardily  even  at  reduced  prices.  We 
have  a  fair  inquinr  for  very  prime  meaty  lump  Cheshire 
cheese,  also  for  really  flue  cheese  in  frood  condition,  firom  60 
to  80  lbs.  average.  Fine  Scotch  and  Swedish  Cheddar  cheese 
sell  readily.  American  cheese  is  at  present  plentiful :  the  bulk 
of  it  is  too  full-flavoured  to  command  attention,  but  recent 
arrivals  being  milder  and  purer  in  flavour  sell  rather  qnickly. 
A  lar|^  business  has  been  done  in  Liverpool  in  the  best  de- 
scriptions, at  firom  65s.  to  68s.  Trade  generally  is  rather  dull 
here.  The  arrivals  of  American  cheese  reported  since  our  last 
are  36,607  boxes.— Cordkrot  &  Co.,  Mill-lane,  Tooley-street. 

MANSFIELD  CHEESE  FAlR.--Doubtless  owing  to  the 
very  wet  state  of  the  weather  there  was  little  cheese  pitched. 
Prices  ranged  firom  60s.  to  808.  per  cwt.,  at  which  prices  a 
general  clearance  was  effected. 

CHICORY. 

The  msztot  has  been  quiet  at  our  quotations. 

Dblivisabls  vbox  Wwamw  a  Bam,  axoLimrB  ov  Dunr. 

Harlingen  ..uni  10to£12   6  I  Antwwp  .... «  0   Oto  40   0 

U  0      19   OlEMBlNPtflH   0  0        0  0 


firogoi, 


lEMOyaitflH   0  0 

Jigitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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TIMBER. 
LONIX>N,  Sayubsat,  Oct.  22. 
Only  a  moderate  buiinese  has  been  transacted,  at  aboat 
late  correnoies. 

iBAjjtiovnLTnamR,  «  ■.    «  ■. 

durlBtlftnA  ft  8aiui6> 
•and  daala,  white 
aady*Ilow......»..»   10   0  to  11  U 

8«oon4dk>. 0   0        0  0 

Dram  k  Fr»d«rlok' 
■twit  battens,  do.     0  0 

Dram  6V§>inoh  do. ...     0  0 

Oothenb'cgdstoeka  10  0 
Cknnmon 8  0 

Gofla  and  Bwadlah 
14-fMtdMlfl 10  10 


Far  load  60  onUo  f  aot. 

a.   d.     a.  d. 
OtoTS   0 


8B   0 
7S   0 


Orown 

Baatn 

Good  middling  * 

mVdrtiinf  87   0 
liortfe  and 


gmall.  shortfe 
Irrefolar. 


BwwUali.. 


twadiah  *  Vorwaj 


n  0  00 

87  0  OS 

88  0  88 
47  0  80 

88  0  40 


▲MXRIGAH  PITCH  POra. 
imttad  Btataa 0  0       0 

BALTIC  OAK  TIMBSB. 

MamaLerown 118  0  188   C 

Bniok 80  0  110   C 

Dantalo  and  Btattin, 

Crown 108  0  no   0 

BraakftuiaiiQar'd   78  0  86   C 
WAUaOOT. 
Far  loff  18  ooblo  f  aet. 

BIfa,  orown 85  0  lOO  € 

Braok  80  0  88   0 

Xamal  and  Dantalo, 

Orown 80  0  85   0 

Braok 40  0  47   0 

DBALB  AVD  BATTBHB. 
Per  Patarabiuvatanoard  hnndrad. 

ArohanMl is  o      u   o 

Baoondfl 8  10 

Patwabmrv  19  lo 

Wybnrf 10  10 

Finland  and  hand* 
■awnBwadlBh 7   0        8   0 

Fttarabiuv  *  Bl«a 
white  daala  8   0      10   0 


10  10 
18  10 

11  0 


Orown  rod  daala.w 
Braok  . 


0    0 
0    0 


0    0 


0  0 
0  0 
II  0 
8  10 


IS    8 


battan%  loQf  mill* 

DantalolcnrKirn'diMdi; 
par  40-faat  S-lnoh     0  17 
Braok  .................    o  IS 

LATHWOOD. 
Far  oabto  fathom. 

8 10 

XamaU 

8  18 

FIBBWOOD. 
Far  ooblo  fathom. 
Bwadldi,   Md  daal 

anda 8  18 

Horwaj.Md*  white 

boards 8   0 

Bouads  and  «laba     S  8 

OAK    BTATBA 
Parmillapipa. 

Mamal,  arown 170  0 

First  braok ..180   0 


8  10      10  10 


081 
818 


Hambro* 


Stattin,  * 
o'fimlids'd 


ISO  0 

Oanaila,  stand,  ptpa  70  0 

Punohaon.  V  IJilO 

plaoos 19  0 

Bomla,  slnirU  brll, 

V  1.800  plaoMi 87  10 

Unitad  BtetesTpipa  88  0 

Hocshaad,   haarr 

andaztra  ........  80  0 

Bllffht SO  0 


8  10 
810 


8  10 

818 


180   0 
160   0 


140  0 
7S10 


88  0 
46  0 


88   0 
88    0 


LEADENHALL  LEATHER  MARKET. 


OBOP  HIDB8 

BNGLIBH. 

M.  lbs.  d.  d. 

Bt0  88      ......      ISVItoM 

B      40      .....      IsS  14V8 

D       48       .....       18  16 

B       80       ....       14  17 

D       86       ....       16  18 

B       80       18  IB 


BX7TTB. 

BH0LI8H. 
lbs.  d. 

18  ....  14 
10  ....  14 
14       ....       14W 

18       uS 

81  .....  18 
88       18 

FOBBIOV. 
10  .....  14 
14  .....  14 
n  ....  14 
81       ....       18 

86       ISVft 

44       ....       18}8 
80       14% 


d. 
IB 
18 


OFFAL. 

d.  d. 

KngliM    Shouldem IS  16Vft 

Do.    Cheeks  and  Facsa.   8  8 

Do.    Bellies BVft  11 

Do.    U  iddlea  do IS  ISVft 

Foreign  ShoulderB 10  11 

Do.    NeckB 8  10 

Do.    BelUes 8  10 

Do.    MMdleado 10  11 

Dreaaiag  Hlda  Shouldars.  10  11 

Do.       do.    BeUlea 7V8   8 

KiV  Shoulders 6  8 

Do.ii.:;  ...  8  » 

CBBBSINQ  HIDBS. 

lbs.  lbs.     d.  d. 
Oommen  ......so  to  14  ...  u  tol4 

Do.      .......16     88  ...  113*  14 

Do „.J0       84  ...  ISVi  14 

Do.        J6       40  ...  18  16 

Baddlara'  .....80      86  ...  14  18 

Do.       . J8      60  ...  14  17 

Soils  10  IS 

BhaTod. 14      18  ...  16  18 

Do 17       18  ...  14  18 

Do.     .........SO       88  ...  ISM  16 

Do .:84       88  ...  IS  16 

Bootohda 18       14  ...  14  18)e 

Ooaoh.parhida SSa.  to  80a. 

H0B8B  BUTT8.    BHAYBD. 

d.     d.      d.  d. 

.....41)*    14  ..  18  U 

,...«,.  JU        14        IS  14 


H0B8B  HIDBB. 

lbs.  lbs.    d.    d. 

^ — 18     18  ...  IStolSVft 

»  wlthoatbofete  8     14  ..  IS     16 
Bpanlah,  salted, 
wlthont  bntts.  a.  d.  s.  d. 

_^par  hida 8      9  ..  8  8  16  0 

Do.  do.  do...  8  IS  ..11  8  17  0 
Do.  do.  do.lnfarlor...  7  0  10  0 
Do.  dry  do...  8  8  ..  8  0  11  0 
Do.  do.  do...  8  11  .JO  0  14  0 
Do.     do.     do.infarlor...  8  0   8  0 

OALF  SKINB. 

AT.walght,      Um.  Iba.      d.  d. 

par  doaan SOtoSO  ..  SS  81 

Do 80     86  ...  SS  80 

Do J6     40  ...  SS  80 

Do.         ......40     46  ...  SS  80 

Do. 46     60  ...  81  SB 

Do.         .....JO     80  ...  SO  88 

Do.  80     76  ...  18  87 

Do.         76     80  ...  17  84 

_    Do.  .....JO    180  ...  14  SI 

Walsh,  unroondad. 

AT.wfht..p.do8JB    86..  18  SS 

Da  86     60 ...  17  SS 

KIP8. 

lbs.  Iba.   d.     d. 
Patarsborsh .....  4      7  ...  18     18 
Do.        ....  7      8  ...  18     18 
Do.        ....  8     10  ...  16     18 

Do.         11     18  ..  14     18 

B.Ldr7saltod...  4      7  ..  18     88 
Do.      do.     ...  7      8  ..  18     SO 

Do.   saoonils 16 

Do.   thirds „ .'.  IS 

Do.  infarior 8 

BHBBP  SKINS. 

BaBas,anstralnad,parlb.  18 
Do.  stmlnad,  par  lb. ..  10 
Do.  faoinc.  par  dos 7s. 

White  Bheop*  Lambs  „     4 

Do.stimtnad 10 

Do.  aprons ,  10 

Tan  Bhaap  and  Lambs  „   10 

Bnmaoh  roans 18 

00.     sklTars ,     8 

BarkskiTars 10 


ff* 


SX7NDBIBS. 


otois 

__       5     7 

Baal  Bldna,  spilt,  par  doaan    0      0 
Do.  tor  bindlnfs      ^  0      0 

Oalf  BUnafBomaoh. 

tennad 0      0 

Do.  white M         80     80 

[ana  Hldaa,wliMa.aaoh..     8     16 
Hidt  Bpllta,  par  lb .7d.  to  lid. 


"^ 


ENGLISH  WOOL  MARKETS. 
CITY,  MoxDAT,  Oct.  24.— The  Wool  market  hit  been  d^ 

void  of  any  feature  of  bterest.    The  deaia&d  hu  been  lea  ac. 

tive;  nevertheleas  a  fair  qoantitj  of  lustre  and  demi-lostre 

sorts  has  been  disposed  of  at  fall  prices.    Other  qoslitieB  hare 

been  neglected. 

OirBBiirT  Paxoxs  or  BvaLxsi  Wool. 

Fliicss— Soathdown  hogs  per  lb. 

Half-bred  ditto „ 

Kent  fleeoea „ 

Southdown  ewea  and  wethera ...    ., 
Leioeater  iiitto  ,, 

BoitB— Clothing,  picklook „ 

Prime ., „ 

Choice  „ 

Duper  .....................................    I, 

Combing,  wether  mat , 

Pioldoof: ,1 

Common 


Hog  »w*V<H<t^g  ,  „.,„, 

Pioklook  matching . 


s.  d.     i.  d. 

1  0|tol  U 
18  II 
1  U 
010 
1  1 
1   4 

1? 

1   0 

ou 

1    4 

I   Oi 
OU 


1  I 

on 
1  U 
1  ** 
1  s 
1  2 

ISI 

1  1 
oui 
1  M 

Super         ditto  '' ...................    ,"      6  u"    0  U| 

LEEDS  (English  and  Forxion)  WOOL  MARKET, 
(Friday  last.) — ^There  is  no.increaaed  demand  for  English  wool, 
and  prices  for  some  sorts  are  not  easily  maintained.  Tne 
pablic  sales  at  Bradford  have  not  remnnerated  the  holders  d 
wool,  the  prices  of  hoggs,  which  have  been  nsoally  v^ 
sapported,  naving  ranged  at  comparatiTel^  low  fi^oics.  The 
sales  of  colonial  wool  are  antici 


anticipated  with  moeh 
interest.  (}erman  and  French  bnirers  are  not  likely  to  be  si- 
merons.  At  some  Continental  public  sales  of  South  Amerim 
wool  they  abstained  from  baying,  Uiough  priees  were  lover  bj 
l^d.  per  lb. 

FLAX,    &c. 
LONDON,  SATvanAT,  Oct.  tt. 
Hemp  has  been  in  limited  reqoeet.    Flax  has  been  qoiet, 
and  the  demand  for  jute  has  been  inactive. 

i  a.     £    a.  £:  it- 

Hamp.  Pateralmrch  ,Oolryani~....».......~  VU   0( 

olaao,  par  ton  88  Oto  o  0     Juak so  s   a  f 

Outshot. 31  10     88   0     Flbra s  0   H  | 

Half-olaan  28  0     SO  lO.FUucBlfa  ft  0    M 

Blga.Bhliia  88  0      0   0     Bt.  Poterriyorgh.  18 

Manilla 88  10     88   0  haad  ...JZ!..^.  a  9   U  i 

■ast  Indian.  Bonn  16  0    n   0       9h«ad  .. 44  I   tf  « 

Jttte    18   0     n  lol    Egyptian ...».    0  Q    »  » 

BARK  AND  TANNING  MATERIALS. 


LONDON. 

M 
BBRllHh,   p«r  load    of 
45  cwt.  dellTerod  In 

London „.^  18 

Coppice 0 

Dotch.perton.. 8 

Kanibro' 6 

lAtworpTree..... 8   0 

Do.  Coppice 6   0 

Fr»nch 0    0 

KlmoBa  Chopped 8   0 

Do.  Oroand 7  16 

Do.LoQfc.. ...«,..»  7    0 


Batvbdat,  Oct.  a. 
£  a. 


_  0 
0  0 
6  10 
6  10 
6  10 
6  0 
0  0 
8  17 


OorkTra^Barti 
DcBanUniaa 


Do. 


i  a  ii 

•  StoT  « 
™       9  Q  M  « 

U  I  Hj 

, II  «  MB 

_      _  , »  0  U  I 

Terra  Japonloa:—  .,  _  . 

Oambiar  In  balsa — ISU  £  I 

Ditto  free  cabas It  0  8  « 

Oatoh.  best  Vmn   ~. «  *  *  '* 
_  _  HMmh^^^^^Z. u  0  Bi| 

8  0  Myrabolana    1®  !  U  ! 

7  lO|auniaoh.81on7.p.ovt.SO  s  ■  * 


PRIOB  OUBBBNT  OF  GUANO,  fto. 
Pennrlaa  Ooano  dlraot  fromthalmportan'atores.^U  per  ton. 
Bones,  £7  Os.  to  £7  18s.  par  ton. 
Animal  Oharooal  (70  par  oant.  Phoaphato)  £6  par  ton. 
Oopiolita,  Gambildce.  whole  £S»  groona  £8  IQs.  per  ton. 

Boffolk,  whole  £8  lOn.,  ground  £8. 
Hltrate  of  BodaTitU  15s.  to  £16  6b.  per  ton. 
Ofpaam,£l  10s.   Baparphomhatesof  Llnia.£68B.to£8is.MrU>B' 
Bolphnrio  Aeld.  oonoentrated  1*846  Id.  per  lb,  brown  ITIS  0«d. 
Bttlphatoof  Ammonia  £18  Os.  to £17  lOs.   Bait  (In  London)  BapsrMB. 
BloodlIannra,£6  6a.to£71QB.  I>lsBolTedBonas.£7  8s.  partoB. 

bestAmanoanbrL£18  0i.to  £13  lQk,bsf  llltoXU 

ilah  £0.   Maraetlles,  £0  per  too. 
'     £O0s.to£0Os.partoQ. 


Bitfllah  i 
MdOake.! 


B.  FviiM,  London  Manure 

116,  Fenbhi 


ltteet.K.C. 


Ooano. PeroTlan £18  17  8  to£0  0  0(Ooted.Oahebda<wr£7  15  0  tola  »<» 

Bone  Ash 6  10  0        6  16  0  OoUooaaed.Bi7P«. 

PhosphatoofLtmeO   IS        0   00 


Amar.,thln,b8S.ll    8  6 

Ltnsd.Bomby,p.qr.a  18  0 
J. 3    J  Q 


11  6  0 
a  18  6 
8    SO 


9   00  0  M 

.8    70  *  *0 

_  ikOUS  OUJ 

..  ssvar.W^rths 8  SS  I  >« 


per  ton... 
Vinr 

TMlow,latP.T.078  8  0 


SAMUEL  DOWNSS  um  (X)^  General  Brokers, 
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PLATE  V. 

TBOJAN;   a   Pbize   Hebspobd   Bull. 

BBBD    BT     MB.     PHILIP    TUBNSB,     OP    THX     LEXK,     PBKBBIDOB. 


Trojan  (8554),  a  red  with  a  white  Uice,  cal?ed  Angnst 
5tii,  1868,  if  by  Franky  (1248)  out  of  Nonpareil,  by 
Bertram  (1618),  her  dam  Exquisite,  by  SirDaYid  (849)  ~ 
Ndl  Gwynne,  by  The  Knight  (185)— BeUe,  by  Sir 
Walter  (362)— Myrtle,  by  Commeree  (354). 

Franky,  a  red  with  a  white  lace,  bred  by  Mr.  T.  L. 
Heire,  in  Shropshire,  and  calved  in  1866,  was  by  Wal- 
ford  (871),  oat  of  Old  Perfect  by  Specolation  (367),  her 
dam  Pitience  by  Young  Waxy  (461).  Franky  has  been 
a  rery  saceessfiil  bou,  and  especially  Ihrnous  for  his 
priie  steers. 

Nonpariel,  a  red  with  a  white  face,  bred  by  Mr. 
Tomer,  and  calved  on  March  11th,  1860,  has  been  a 
very  profitable  cow  in  the  Leen  heird,  throwing  her  first 
calf  in  the  summer  of  1862,  and  breeding  pretty  regularly 
ever  sinee,  hating  up  to  Trojan's  time  only  missed  in  1868. 

Trqan  was  first  shown  at  the  Herefordshire  Agrionl- 


tural  Society's  meeting  in  Hereford,  in  the  October  of 
1869,  when  he  took  the  second  prize  in  a  very  good  class 
of  yearling  bulls,  being  beaten  for  first  by  Mr.  H.  R. 
Evans'  funons  Prince  of  Wales,  when  we  spoke  of  Trojan  as 
a  "  nice  thick,  high  quality  young  bull."  In  1870,  at  the 
Taunton  meeting  of  the  Bath  and  West  of  England  Society, 
Trojan  took  the  first  prize'  for  buUs  not  exceeding  two 
years  old,  where  "  barring  being  a  little  narrow  ^ind 
he  promised  to  be  the  best  of  his  year."  And  this  proved 
to  be  the  case,  as  at  the  grand  show  of  Herefords  at  the 
Oxford  meeting  of  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society  of 
England,  Trojan  again  took  the  first  prize  for  bnlU  above 
one  and  not  exceeding  two  years  old  ;  when  he  was  sold 
through  the  agency  of  Mr.  Strafford,  the  Shorthorn 
auetioneer,  for  90  gs.  with  Sidney  as  his  destination. 
These  were  oonseqnentl^  the  only  three  occasions  in 
which  Trojan  was  exhibited  in  England. 


PLATE    VI. 

PBKFBOTION;   a  Paizb   Pont. 

THE  PBOPBBTY  OP  MB.  ALLEK  BAN80MX. 


Perfeetion,  bred  by  M^or  Bariow,  at  Hasketon,  in 
Suffolk,  in  1807,  is  by  Confidence,  out  of  a  good  old- 
ftaUonedaort  of  a  galloway  mare,  just  under  fourteen 
buds  high,  onee  the  property  of  Mr.  Brewster. 

Confidence,  a  roadatto  stalUon,  standing  fourteen  hands 
tlves  inehes  high,  was  bred  by  Mr.  Hughes  in  Lincoln- 
dure  in  1868.  He  was  by  Fireaway,  dam  by  Johnny 
Boy,  her  dam  by  Plying  Buck— Old  Marshland  Shales. 
Cutaway  wu  by  Pog,  out  of  a  mara  by  Teesdale's  Pire- 
*^7»  vi  Pagan.  M^or  Barlow  brought  Confidence  out 
of  Um  Pens  into  the  Eastern  Counties,  where,  however, 
ae  only  stood  one  season,  when  he  was  shipped  for  the 
King  of  Sardinia.  During  his  sojourn  at  Hasketon, 
Confidence  was  shown  at  Islington,  where  he  took  the 
Meond  (Mrize  in  the  Hack,  Cob,  or  Pony  Stallion  Class; 
and  aicain  at  the  Bury  St.  Edmund's  meeting  of  the 
Soffolk  Agricultural  Society,  where  he  also  took  a  second 
prize.  We  ourselves  had  the  honour  of  aotincc  as  one  of 
^judges  at  this  show,  when  we  said :  " The  two  prize 
roadster  stallions  were  both  of  a  very  superior  sample. 
Confidence,  the  second  here,  was  also  the  second  at 
lalinston,  where  it  was  the  pretty  general  opinion  that 
he  shonU  have  been  first.  And,  to  stand  alongside  of, 
ba  is  alBMMt  a  node)  of  tht  iwt ;  bat  ht  wm  not  so  good- 


going — a  strong  point  for  a  roadster  in  which  he  was 
beat  out  of  sight  by  Sir  Edward  Kerrison's  Pireaway,  one 
of  the  grandest  movers  ever  seen."  In  Lincolnshire, 
Confidence  has  even  the  further  credit  of  being  the  sire 
of  some  capital  little  hunting  horses ;  and  M^'or  Barlow 
has  a  promising  three-year-old  bv  him  out  of  his  famous 
old  Silveriocks,  the  best  hunting  brood  mare  at  the  Royal 
Bury  St.  Edmund's  Meeting;  although  the  mare  was 
also  covered  by  Surplice  and  Ace  of  Clubs,  a  certain  sort 
of  saving  elause  against  breeding  a  hunter  in  so  heterodox 
a  fisshion.     Still  the  produce  takes  all  after  the  trotter. 

The  dam  of  Perfection  was  sold,  with  the  foal  at  foot, 
by  auction  to  Mr.  Nathaniel  Catchpole,  of  Whitton,  near 
Ipswich,  and  in  turn  the  ponv  was  transferred  to  Mr. 
Allen  Ransome,  Ihe  head  of  the  well-known  imolement 
firm  at  Ipswich,  who,  in  his  own  words, "  much  as  ne  likes 
a  steam-engine,  loves  a  horse  still  more,"  and  who  has 
always  a  neat  nag  or  two  in  his  stable.  At  the  Ipswich 
meeting  of  the  Suffolk  Agricultural  Society,  in  1869,  Per- 
fection,  then  only  two  years  old,  toolc  the  prize  of  £6  as 
the  best  pony  between  twelve  and  thirteen  hands  high. 
At  the  Isliufftou  show,  in  the  summer  of  1870,  he  took 
the  prize  and  medal  as  the  best  pony  stallion  not  exceed- 
ing thirteen  bands  three  inches  high,  when  we  reported 


Digitized  by 


Gbbgle 


460 


THB  FABMEB'S  MA.OAZINE. 


him  as  **  one  of  the  hAndnmeet  thingi  we  law  ont."  At 
the  Sadbory  meeting  of  the  Suffolk  Agricoltonl  Society 
he  again  took  the  prixe  in  the  twel?e-to-thirteen  handi 
pony  class ;  and  at  the  Oxford  meeting  of  the  Royal 
Agricultural  Society  the  second  priie  in  a  class  of  pony  stal- 
lions up  to  fourteen  hands  two  inches  high ;  when  we  said, 
"  as  a  pony.  Perfection  answered  the  description  best,  and 
ought  to  luive  won."  In  tui,  the  conditions  admitted 
animals  just  two  hands  higher  than  Mr.  Ransome's  pony ; 
and  at  the  November  Meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Royal 
Agricultural  Society  it  was  resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Milward,  that  ^e  height  in  this  class  be  altered  from 
fourteen-two  to  fourteen  hands,  perfection  thus  looks 
like  becoming  a  strong  Csvoqrito  for  Wolverhampton  in 
X871. 

Perfection  is  a  dark  brown  pony,  standing  twelve  b&nds 
two  inches  high.  He  is  verv  lumdsome,  bloodlik^,  and 
symmetrica],  light  and  corky  in  his  carriage,  with 
exceUeot  temper  and  ftoc  Kction,    '*  llad  I  not  be^v»d/' 


said  Mr.  Ransome,  "  that  for  shape,  style,  and  moraieni 
he  was  not  easQy  to  be  surpassed,  I  dare  not  bsve  giTen 
bim  so  arrogant  a  name."  Noticeably  enough,  ueitlur  ia 
nse  nor  character  does  Perfsction  bear  the  slighteit  re- 
semblance to  either  his  sire  or  dam.  The  man  hu  lioce 
had  two  mon  foals,  both  of  which  promise  to  reseh  to  her 
own  height ;  and  tiie  few  things  by  Conftdeoce  left  uont 
the  Eastorn  Counties  axe  not  only  good  in  themidTa,  liot 
much  after  the  horse. 

In  their  roport  to  the  Journal  of  the  Royal  Agrieol' 
tural  Society,  the  three  Oxford  "  nag  "  judges  thu  ipok 
of  the  pony  class :  "  The  two  placed  are  very  good"- 
Mr.  Calder.  "  Two  veiy  handsome  ponia,  wiUi  perfect 
trotting  action,  such  as  aro  rarely  to  be  met  with  "->Mr. 
Robaon.  *'  The  second  (Perfection)  a  remarkablj  nice 
pony ;  really  moro  of  a  pony  than  the  other,  sad  a  Tcry 
good  mover  "*-Mr.  Jacob  Smith.  It  will  be  thus 
gathered  that,  on  ftU  sorts  of  authority,  Perfectbn  is  notOsj 
of  hit  title. 


THE    AYBSHIBE   COW. 

BT  TRB     KOBTHIBN     7AEUBB. 


While  on  a  visit  to  the  West  of  Scotland  reoenily,  in 
the  very  home  of  the  Ayrshiro,  I  happened  to  snend  a 
few  days  with  the  owner  of  one  of  the  nioest  ana  most 
even  stocks  of  this  breed  which  I  have  ever  met.  From 
end  to  end  of  both  byres,  each  member  of  the  herd 
looked  as  if  it  had  been  east  in  one  mould,  so  nearly 
were  they  alike  in  siie,  colour,  set  of  horn,  form  of  milk- 
vessel,  and  general  oonfiguration.  Amongst  them  wen 
several  which  had  diatingaished  themsdvea  as  priie- 
takers  at  the  county  agrioidtnral  show,  four  cowa  having 
taken  eight  prixes.  Looking  oarefiilly  at  these  animals, 
one  cannot  help  being  struck  with  the  perfection  of  form 
which  they  display,  and  the  surprising  appearance  of 
milk,  in  comparison  with  the  sixe  of  the  oatUe.  Indeed, 
a  prixe  animal  is  feultiess  in  form,  her  small  sixe  being 
the  only  objection  which  those  accustomed  to  the  Short- 
horn or  its  crosses  can  bring  against  her.  The  true  Ayr- 
shiro is  decidedly  small ;  but  she  is  none  the  worse  for 
being  so,  as  her  light  carcase  is  easily  kept  up ;  and  this 
feature  of  her  character  renders  her  all  the  mon  suited  to 
the  light  and  in  too  many  instances  inferior  pastures  of 
her  native  and  surrounding  counties.  That  the  Ayrshiro 
cow  is  not  by  naturo  suited  to  rich  and  succulent  pas- 
tures, we  have  often  had  abundant  proof,  her  clistidguish- 
ing  characteristics  being'speedily  lost.  On  such  land  she 
grows  to  a  much  larger  sixe,  her  beef-producing  capabi- 
lities becoming  krgely  increased ;  but  while  this  change 
is  taking  place,  the  milking  qualities  for  which  she  was 
originally  famous  decrease  in  a  corresponding  ratio.  With 
a  first-prixe  cow  before  us,  her  owner  at  our  elbow  to 
suggest  the  points  which  might  escape  our  own  observa- 
tion, I  jot  down  her  description  for  the  reader. 
The  horn  slightly  upstanding,  wide,  clean,  and  somewhat 
thin.  It  may  be  well  to  remark  that  the  enthusiastic 
prize-taker  can  shape  the  horn  to  the  most  approved 
show-form  by  beginning  his  manipulations  not  later  than 
the  age  of  two  years.  After  that  age  the  horn  has  got  a 
decided  set ;  and  to  effect  any  peroeptible  change,  such  a 
degree  of  force  is  necessary  as  to  cause  the  animal  con- 
siderable pain,  and  render  the  owner  liable  to  a  charge 
of  cruelty.  The  forehead  broad  between  the  eyes,  and 
nose  not  too  long ;  pn  the  contrary,  rather  conveying  the 
idea  of  shortness,  Nepk  thin  and  lengthy,  a  cow  with  a 
short,  thick  neck,  of  whatever  breed,  being  apt  to  dry  off 
soon,  however  wdl  she  may  inilk  when  newly  oalved. 
Sb9«ld«r  »barp,  and  ^ot  tQ9  \U^k  QX  f^^hj.    m  \f^ 


rounded,  and  thickish  round  the  heart.  Short  k  & 
coi^lings,  broad  over  the  loin,  and  square  to  lad  onr 
the  rump.  The  tail  neatly  set  on,  and  tapering  to  i  iiu 
point.  It  is  desirable  to  have  a  wide  ealTiog-b«e, 
danger  from  injury  or  death  being  in  animals  ponMoig 
tiiis  formation  greatiy  lessened  at  the  period  of  psitai> 
tion.  The  uddv  in  the  Ayrshiro  is  for  themoitpait 
well  set  on ;  but  in  the  prixe-taker  it  must  be  thvMj 
feolthMS,  as  no  beauty  of  form  or  regnlarity  of  oootoor  viil 
secure  a  place  for  an  animal  which  has  the  nusfartsiw  to 
possess  a  badly-formed  milk-veaseL  Indeed,  if  the  httff 
should  happen  to  be  perfection,  other  minor  differesees 
can  afford  to  be  overlooked.  Viewing  a  well-forDed 
vessel  from  behind,  the  thighs  are  eompletely  fiM  ^ 
hollow  either  at  the  top  or  sides  of  the  udder  beiog  per* 
ceptible«  This,  when  joined  to  thighs  of  ooniidenUe 
breadth,  also  another  distinguishing  feature  of«s  vdi- 
formed  cow,  forms  a  point  the  beauty  of  whidi  estcks 
the  eye  even  of  the  uninitiated.  Looking  at  either  lide  of 
the  udder,  no  hollow  or  indentation  should  be  dineniU^ 
between  the  teats,  its  under  surfece  perfectly  ^^ 
solid,  and  the  teats  set  at  equal  distances  rather  diipQ« 
to  point  inwards  when  the  ndder  is  empty,  so  tkit 
when  newly  calved  the  pressure  of  the  milk  wiQ  biiif 
them  perfeetiy  straight.  The  teat  itself  is  soaUisi 
round,  or  what  is  locally  termed  thimble-shaped,  lo  «• 
ceedii^ly  small  are  some  teats  that  bnt  for  the  exseeds^ 
softness  and  elasticity  of  the  ndder,  and  the  flreeneii  witi 
which  most  cows  of  this  breed  give  their  milk,  the  proeM 
of  milking  would  be  both  tedious  and  difllcalt.  I^^* 
in  connection  with  the  ndder,  the  skin  must  he  soft  im 
capable  of  oonsidenble  destension,  and  should  extend  m 
forward  Under  the  belly.  The  legs  should  be  short  is^ 
the  bone  clean  and  fine,  oonveying  an  idea  of  csrelu 
breeding,  of  which  fineness  of  bone  is  almost  ia  eftfy  is- 
stance  a  sure  indication.  Taking  a  final  look  atthe  «||^ 
of  which  the  above  is  an  exact  description,  we  notiw  tW 
her  back  is  as  straight  as  a  gun-barrel,  and  hsr  uib. 
without  being  ridiculously  thin,  is  yet  as  soft  ^f^ 
as  the  most  ardent  enthusiast  could  wish  fbr,  lisiiig  off  w 
rib  and  fiUing  the  hand  at  the  slightest  tooeh.  Sh^ai^ 
on  the  18th  October,  and  three  weeks  after,  oatto  dif 
this  was  written,  vix.,  8th  November,  her  measorad  pj«* 
duee  was  14  Scotch  pitits,  whieh  sold  on  the  spot  st  U 
per  pint,  making  the  sunk  of  4a.  8d.  u  the  smasirt 
mlif od  by  thi«  eow'l milkte  one  day,    A«  •  «««*• 
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instsneeof  the  inflaenee  of  deaecfnt  or  padigrM  onihe 
miUdng  propertiei  of «  oow,  the  owner  of  this  one  traced 
her  hack  to  aeveral  generations,  not  onlr  her  dam  and 
grand-dam  having  heen  finned  as  large  milkers,  hnt  eveir 
eow  which  possessed  a  portion  of  the  same  hlood  as  weU 
as  her  own  immediate  progeny.  Visiting  the  owners  of 
several  stocks  famed  hoth  for  neatnen  of  contour  and  ex- 
cellent milking  qualities,  I  found  in  every  instance  much 
stress  laid  on  procuring  bulls  of  the  most  approved  blood, 
from  herds  tiie  cows  composing  which  were  large 
milkers,  and  the  success  which  each  had  attained 
in  fonning  his  herd  and  bringing  it  to  the 
perfection  in  which  we  found  it  was  mainly  at- 
tributed to  the  influence  of  sires  with  a  milking  pedigree. 
The  food  given  to  dairy  stock  during  the  winter  months 
is  mostly  cooked,  and  given  moderately  warm,  this  in- 
duces a  copious  flow  of  milk,  the  more  e^ecially  as  it  is 
given  sloppy,  and  with  a  considerable  mixture  of  milk- 
producing  material.  Boiled  turnips  and  corn-chaff  forms 
the  bnlky  portion  of  the  food,  and  when  a  portion 
of  beanmeat,  flne-thirds,  and  meal  seeds  is  mixed 
vrith  it,  the  whole  forms  a  most  appetizing  mess,  and 
kee^  up  a  fhU  flow  of  milk  for  a  long  j^od,  from  four 
to  six  months  elapsing  befon  they  begin  to  draw  in  to 
any  perceptible  degree,  and  this  more  narticularly  if  they 
have  not  been  bulled.  About  the  fourta  week  afbsr  being 
bulled  the  flow  of  milk  begins  to  decrease  whatever  the 
fieeding,  so  that  when  milk  is  scarce  and  high  in  price  the 
eows  aro  not  permitted  to  have  access  to  the  bull. 

A  carefU  feeder  attaches  much  importance  to  the  fised- 
ing  of  his  beasts,  both  as  to  being  regular  and  punctual 
to  the  hours,  and  to  the  proper  pnparation  of  the  food. 
If  not  properly  timed  the  animals  become  restless  and 
mieasy,  soon  losing  condition,  and  foiling  off  in  their 
produce  if  irregulsnty  is  persisted  in  for  any  length  of 
time.  Nearly  an  hour  previous  to  mixing  the  meals  with 
the  boiled  food  they  are  placed  in  a  separate  tub  and 
scalded  with  boiling  water.    Thii  swells  the  meal,  and  in 


a  manner  cooks  it,  making  it  easier  of  digestion,  and  the 
animals  can  extract  mon  nourishment  from  it  than  they 
could  possibly  do  if  hastfly  stirred  in  a  moment  or  two 
previous  to  placing  it  beforo  them.  When  this  is  done  it 
enters  the  stomach  in  a  raw  state,  and,  swelling  there,  gas 
or  wind  is  frequently  engendered,  and  the  health  of  Uie 
animal  and  even  Sometinies  its  life  becomes  endangered. 
It  is  evident  that  the  animal  cannot  derive  as  much 
benefit  fh>m  the  raw  or  simply  wetted  mesl  as  it  wotdd 
fh>mthat  which  has  been  thoroughly  soaked  in  boiling 
water,  and  it  therefore  follows  as  a  natural  consequence 
tint  expense  is  gone  to  from  which  no  adequate  return  is 
ever  received.  In  the  vicinity  of  large  towns  brewers' 
and  distillers*  grains  are  largely  used  to  mix  with  the 
boiled  food  and  form  a  vreloome  addition,  as  the  flow  of 
milk  increases  whenever  tbey  are  used,  however  liberally 
the  animals  had  been  fed  previously.  The  man  entrusted 
with  the  fbeding  of  the  cattle  must  possess  judgment  and 
knowledge  of  his  business,  as  a  good  deal  of  discretionary 
power  must  of  necessity  be  aceorded  him.  Should  it 
happen  that  a  man  is  pbced  in  such  an  important  position 
who  lacks  judgment,  or  who  perhaps  although  feirly 
qualified  in  other  respects  is  of  a  careless  or  easy  di^osi- 
tion,  considerable  loss  is  almost  niiavoidable.  If  not  fed 
with  the  utmost  promptitude  as  to  time  and  the  quantities 
regulated  with  the  greatest  exactness  it  is  vain  to  expect 
regularity  of  produce.  Nay,  a  stinted  feed  at  one  time 
and  an  over-dose  at  another  of  such  rich  meal  is  almost 
suro  to  cause  one  or  more  of  the  animals  to  refuse  their 
food,  probably  not  taking  to  it  kindly  again  for  a  week  : 
shoiUd  this  happen  the  cow  goes  back  in  her  milk,  scarcely 
recovering  herself  for  the  remainder  of  the  season.  A 
newly  calved  Ayrshiro  cow  is  worth  at  present  from  18 
to  20  guineas,  a  ^reat  price  when  the  small  carcase 
is  taken  into  consideration.  However,  any  article  is 
worth  just  as  much  as  it  wUi  bring,  irrespective  of  all 
other  considerations,  and  a  man  wanting  an  animal  of 
this  class  most  give  the  market  value  or  go  without. 


THB    AOBIOVLTUBAL    LABOUBBB. 

BT   CUtUBEBT    W«    IGSSBOVb    P.B.t* 


The  condition  and  the  inmrovement  of  the  state  of 
our  fkrm  labourers  can  hardlv  be  too  often  re-considered. 
In  such  inquiries  we  may  be  cheered  by  remembering 
that  time  has  gradually  and  steadily  improved  the 
position  of  our  peasant^.  It  is  indeed  pretty  certain 
that  down  to  the  days  of  the  Tudors  the  plight  of  the 
Eoglish  conntry-kbourer  was  about  the  same  as  in  some 
portions  of  Russia  in  our  own  days — ^that  is,  little  better 
than  skves  or  serfs,  who,  until  the  times  ot  the  present 
enlightened  Russian  Emperor,  wero  sold  with  the  estate 
to  which  th^  belonged.  We  have  ever  and  anon  notices 
in  old  English  authors  of  the  form  labourer  which  indi- 
cate the  poorness  of  their  condition,  and  ^e  low  estima- 
tion in  which  they  wen  then  held — and  we  can  readily 
imagine  this  when  we  find  how  miserable  vras  the  work 
assigned  in  those  days  even  to  an  English  fSurmer's  wife. 
Thus  the  earliest  Endish  writer  upon  agricnlturo,  Judge 
Fitzherbert,  in  his  ioke  of  fftubandrye,  pubbahed  in 
the  year  1531,  gravely  tells  us  that  amongst  other  refined 
datiea,  it  was  the  business  of  the  fkimer's  wife  to  help 
her  husband  to  fill  the  dung-wain ! 

The  chus  that  we  aro  striving  to  render  more  eom- 
fortable  aro  much  greater  in  number  than  is  commonly 
anderstood.  According  to  the  census  of  1861,  the  num« 
ber  of  oat-door  labourers  in  agrienltnro  were  in  England : 

Hales 914,801 

F^maleQ         ...        ...       ...      43;9H 


InWalea: 

Hales 128,874 

Females  58,788 

Now  let  ns  refresh  our  memories  by  refening  to  the 
coat  of  the  bare  necessaries  of  life  wmeh  each  labourer 
requirea  for  his  sabsistenoe^  and  to  what  extent  his  wagea 
suffice  to  meet  the  demand  upon  them.  It  was  at  a 
meeting  in  October  last  of  the  Athy  Farmers*  Club  that 
l£r.  0.  W.  Hamilton  addressed  its  members  on  behalf  of 
the  poor  Irish  labourer ;  and  I  need  hardly  attempt  to 

S've  in  any  other  language  tiie  facts  which  he  then  pro- 
iced  as  reported  in  &e  Irish  lanMn^  OdMette.  As  he 
remarked,  it  wpesrs  from  the  sixth  report  of  the  medical 
olBcer  of  the  Privy  Council,  that  in  England  the  arerage 
consumption  of  a  labouring  man  is  weekly : 

Esrinaceous  dry  food,  reckoned  as  if  all  were 

bread ISi  lb. 

Sugar,  or  treade 7i  os. 

Butter,  dripping,  or  snet 5|  oi. 

Bacon,  or  meat 1    lb. 

Hilk        82    Of. 

CSheese     ...        6|  oz. 

Tea         ios. 

which  he  will  probably  procure  for  about  8s.  6d.  per 
week ;  as  for  an  avenge  fiunily,  lOs.  or  lis. 

Dr.  Smith  in  his  dietary  gives  the  example  of  a  family 
living  »t  CMthtmpton,  in  D^TQUlhirey  consistiDg  of  hu9« 
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band,  wife,  and  three  children  under  ten  yeara  of  age  :— 
Floor,  351hB. ;  peas,  4lb8.;  rice,  21b8.;  treacle,  lib.; 
batter,  lib. ;  bacoD,  Slbs. ;  cheap  pieces  of  meat,  41b8. : 
skimmed  milk,  10|  pints ;  tea,  1  ox.,  which  cost  lOs.  7d. 
They  raised  some  potatoes  besides  in  their  garden.  Now, 
this  man's  wages  were  only  lOs.  per  week,  so  that  the 
rent  of  his  house  and  garden  and  clothing,  9^.,  most 
have  been  dependent  on  the  wife's  industry.  And  as  the 
Editor  of  the  same  raluable  Paper  lately  obserYed :  Br. 


Edward  Smithy  Poor-law  Inspector  in  England,  hsi  pob. 
lished  statistics  of  the  diets  in  use  amon^  the  woAisg 
classes  in  Great  Britain.  From  the  following  TkUe, 
which  gives  the  diet  of  various  labonreri)  it  ^lm 
rather  strange  that  the  least  potato-fed  agriedtsnl 
labourers  in  the  United  Kingdom  are  the  Iriih !  1^ 
also,  according  to  Dr.  Smith,  receive  the  gresteit  udobiU 
of  actual  nutriment  (not  meidy  bulk  of  ibod),  snd  %t  tbe 
least  expenditure  of  money. 


WllKLT  DiXTABIIS  OT  LOW-FBD  OpSULTIYXS,  CALCULiTBD  AS  AOULTS. 


Class  of  Labourer. 


Bread 
Stofi. 


PoU- 
toes. 


Fats. 


Milk. 


Cheese. 


Tea. 


Containing 

* V  Cost. 


Carbon.  NitrogaL| 


Needlewomen  (London) 

Silk  weavers  (Coventry) 

Silk  weavers  (London) 

Silk  Weavers  (Macclesfield)... 

Kid  glovers  (Yeovil) 

Cotton  spinners  (Lancashire) 
Hose  weavers  (Derbyshire)... 

Shoemakers  (Covenby) 

Farm  labourer  rKoeland) 

Farm  labourer  (Wales) 

Farm  Ubourer  (iScotland) 

Farm  Ubourer  (Ireland) 

Mean  of  all 

Average  per  day 


Oss. 
124.0 
166.5 
158.4 
138.8 
140.0 

iai.8 

190.4 
179.8 
196.0 
224.0 
204.0 
386.4 


Ozs. 
40.0 
38.7 
43.8 
26.6 
84.0 
22.6 
64.0 
56.0 
96.0 
138.7 
204.0 
92.0 


Ou. 

7.3 

8.6 

8.8 

6.3 

4.3 

14.0 

11.0 

10.0 

7.4 

7.6 

5.8 

4.8 


Ozs. 
4.5 
3.6 
5.6 
3.4 
7.1 
3.1 
3.9 
5.8 
5.5 
5.9 
4.0 
1.3 


Ozs. 
16.3 

6.3 
11.9 

3.2 
18.3 

5.0 
11.9 
15.8 
16.0 
10.0 
10.3 

4.5 


Ozs. 

7.0 

11.6 

4.3 

41.9 

18.3 

11.8 

25.0 

18.0 

32.0 

86.0 

124.8 

186.0 


Ozs. 
0.6 
1.0 
0.8 
0.9 
10.0 
0.7 
2J) 
3.3 
5.5 
9.8 
2.6 


Ozs. 
1.3 
0.3 
0.6 
0.3 
0.9 
0.7 
0.4 
0.8 
0.6 
0.5 
0.7 
0.3 


Grains. 
22,900 
27,028 
48,288 
27,346 
28,623 
29,214 
33,637 
31,700 
40,673 
48,864 
48,980 
43,366 


Qiains. 
960 
llOi 
1165 
1177 
1213 
1295 
1316 
1332 
1594 
2031 
2348 
2434 


1.  i 
2  7 

1  ^ 

i  ^ 

2  3 

2  6| 

'2  t! 

S  0 

3  H 

ll  H 


184.2 


78.1 


8.0 


4.5 


10.7 


42.9 


3.1 


0.6 


84,167 


1500     2  7i 


26.3 


11.1 


1.4 


0.6 


1.6 


6.1 


0.4 


0.1 


4.881 


214   I  0  4i 


When  addressing  himself  to  the  condition  of  the  Irish 
labourer,  Mr.  Hamilton  added :  "  As  to  the  amount  of 
food  which  will  support  a  labourer  and  his  family  com- 
fortably,  it  is  ver^  hard  to  form  an  estimate  generally 
applicable,  and  it  is  dear  that  even  allowing  &e  same 
work  to  be  equally  paid  for,  the  labourer  cannot  be  as 
comfortable  during  the  eieht  or  ten  years  while  he  is 
rearing  his  family  as  he  will  be  when  some  are  old  enough 
to  assist  him ;  but  these  are  vicissitudes  to  which  lU 
families  are  liable.  About  3s.  per  week  is  the  average 
cost  of  food,  necessaries,  and  clothing  in  the  workhouses. 
This  may  be  taken  as  the  minimum  for  a  labouring  man, 
and  if  we  add  to  it  one-third  we  get  4fl.,  leaving  only  8s., 
besides  what  the  wife  and  family  can  earn  towards  the 
weekly  expense  of  an  average  fiumly,  out  of  what  I  may 
assume  as  the  most  usual  sum  paid  in  cash,  vis.,  7s. 
weekly.  I  know  that  7s.  weekly,  along  with  house, 
garden,  2  cwt.  of  coal,  and  two  quarts  of  milk,  does 
enable  a  labourer  to  live  comfortably,  but  that  is  quite 
equivalent  to  10s.  per  week.  In  the  county  of  Meath, 
generallv  speaking,  the  servant  boys  who  are  lodged  and 
fed  by  their  employers  get  from  £8  to  £10  annual  wages, 
but  this  is  probably  equivalent  to  about  £22  per  annum, 
or  9s.  per  week ;  and  as  their  expenses  are  only  clothes 
and  perhaps  6d.  per  week  for  tobacco,  and  an  odd  ahilling 
for  whislrfT,  they  are  enabled  to  lay  by  their  money, 
which  among  the  best  of  them  is  too  often  applied  to 
emigrating  to  America.  The  married  labourer  finds  it 
harder  to  make  both  ends  meet,  for  formerly  he  and  his 
family  lived  on  potatoes  and  buttermilk,  and  then  the 
old  wages  of  8d.  and  lOd.  were  equivalent  to  a  mndi 
larger  wage  than  at  present.  Now,  since  they  have  risen 
to  much  more  civilized  ideas  as  to  comfort  in  food  and 
dress,  oatmeal  stirabout,  at  first  rq;arded  as  a  luxury,  has 
gradually  been  displacing  the  potatoes :  at  the  same  time, 
though  more  slowly,  tea  and  bakers'  bread  have  taken  the 
place  of  stirabout  at  the  morning  and  frequently  at  the 
other  meals.  This  is  a  change  of  more  doubtful  benefit  • 
it  is  expensive,  and  frequently  leads  to  the  fomily  going 


in  rags,  and  the  labourer  being  deprived  of  tkc  dor 
nutritious  food  which  would  enable  him  to  wovk  vitk 
enersy.  In  addition  to  his  weekly  wages  of  from  6s.  td 
7s.,  nis  wife  usually  makes  something,  say  Is.  per  voi 
by  poultry  and  Is.  by  the  pig,  and  if  be  geta  a  torf  bui 
or  some  allowance  of  fuel,  he  is  not  mn»  to  bs  ]ntiei 
The  weekly  outlay  of  a  labourer  and  hia  wife,  witk  so 
family,  may  be  about — 


s.  a. 

11  stone  of  Indian  and  oaten  meal 

..    2   0 

Potatoes 

...    0   9 

Milk 

..    0    8 

So%p  and  candles... 

..    0   7 

Bent 

..    0   » 

Clothes  and  tobaeeo 

..    1    6 

Fuel 

..    0   9 

7   0 
If  there  is  an  average  fiumly,  the  labourer  cannot  do  vitk 
much  less  than  the  following :  s.    d. 

8|  stone  mixed  meal  ...  ...    3    4 

6  stones  potatoea         ...  ...    1    6 

Milk  1    2 

Candles,  soap,  &c.       ...  ...    1    0 

Fuel  0    9 

Sent  ...  ...  ...    0    9 

Clothes        ...  ...  ...    2    0 

Tobacco       ...  ...  ...    0   6 

11    0 


I  have  alluded  to  the  oondition  of  the  ] 
Now,  in  a  kte  Pailiamentaiy  paner,  which  eostiiBs 
returns  from  our  ambassadors  and  oonnls  in  fon'S' 
countries,  we  find  that,  on  rising,  the  RossisB  pc«>|{| 
will  eat  a  hunch  of  bUusk  rye-bread  and  a  bovl  of  b^ 
or  curds ;  but  his  principal  meal,  at  noon,  eooilits  gof- 
rally  of  cibbage,  of  mushroom  soup,  of  which  b^  " 
selclom  the  basis ;  Of  baked  buckwheat,  eaten  witk  ^ 
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oil,  or  bntter,  aecoiding  (o  ihe  metiiB  of  the  famOy ;  and 
of  80  anlimited  quantitj  of  bread.  Potatoes  are  not  a 
staple  of  food,  excrat  in  the  Ticinity  of  capitals,  or  in 
the  neighbonrhood  of  German  colonists,  who  haye  tanght 
the  Roasian  peasantry  around  them  to  overcome  their 
prejudices  agunst  the  cnltivation  of  "the  devil's  apple," 
the  introdnetion  of  which,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  centniy,  led  to  so  serious  agrarian  riots  in  the 
provinces  of  the  Volga  basin .  The  dnnk  is  mostiy  water ; 
s  liqnor  made  of  fermented  rye,  called  kvas,  and  small 
table  beer,  being  only  found  on  holidays  in  the  houses  of 
the  richer  jMasantry,  and  that  prindpuly  in  the  northern 
and  indostnal  provinces.  Spirits  are  not  consumed  at 
meals,  bat  only  on  occasions  when  the  peasant's  object  is 
to  get  merry  and  dmnk.  Thne  occasions  present  them- 
lelyes  on  holidays,  of  which  there  are  many  during  the 
year.  The  bowl  of  soup,  the  pot  of  buckwheat,  and  the 
loaf  of  lye-bread  are  again  pkeed  on  the  table  for 
sapper.  It  is  not,  perhaps,  so  much  poverty  as  the 
discipline  of  the  Russo-Greek  Church  that  compels  the 
Rossian  peasant  to  take  but  little  nourishing  food.  On 
about  210  days  in  a  year  he  is  not  allowed  to  eat  meat ; 
and  although  sick  persons,  and  women  for  a  short  time 
alter  childbirth,  can  obtain  dispensations,  they  seldom 
avail  themselves  of  the  power,  clinging  superatitiouslv  to 
the  severest  fomu  of  fasting,  and  that  in  a  climate  which 
requires  a  more  than  avenge  consumption  of  animal  food. 
The  loaf  of  lye-bread,  it  is  true,  but  seldom  fidls  the 
Russian  peasant  family,  except  in  years  of  famine  or  ex- 
ceptional distress ;  but  at  least  half  of  the  infant  mor- 
tafity  in  the  agricultural  districts  is  refsrsble  to  the  in- 
ability  of  the  mothers  (fed  on  sour  lye-bread  and  cabbage 
or  moahroom-water— worn  out  with  excess  of  fiuts  and 
defect  of  sleep)  to  nourish  their  infents.  The  following 
table,  compiled  from  actual  account  books,  gives,  in 
Saglish  quantities  and  value,  a  tariff  and  estimate  of  the 
diet  of  Russian  agricultural  labourers,  on  a  large  scale  and 
Mder  liberal  management,  and  therefore  under  the  most 
£iTottrable  drenmstances : 

ANSUiX  COR8T7M?nOK  Plft  Kllf. 


English 

Value  in 

Description  of  TictuaL 
Flow— rye 

WeSht. 
.    461  lbs. 

!^trT 

Hoar-wheat    

.    4AI  lbs. 

16    7 

Griti-backwheat,  &c.      .. 
OUaadbnttir  .".*    .*.*;    .'.' 

5fbnsh. 
.      so}  lbs. 
.      171  lbs. 

0    4    9i 

oil} 

0    4    6 

Salt 

SS^lbs. 

0    1    4} 

Hfltt 

.    117  lbs. 

0  18    2 

FuhaUdcabba^'    '.!!    '.! 

lilbs. 

0    0    9| 

£8  11    4i 

Thus,  a  Russian  peasant,  when  most  favourably  situated, 
▼ill  get  12  ounces  of  meat,  principaUy  in  soup,  on  156 
days  iu  the  year,  and  21bs.  60s.  of  bread  and  flour,  be- 
sides buckwheat,  peas,  &c.,  at  a  eott  of  2i  per  diem ; 
while  the  quantity  of  flour  consumed  by  these  agricul- 
^val  Ubourers  may  be  taken  as  the  avenge  oonsumption 
of  com  per  head  in  the  villages,  with,  however,  the  dif- 
ference that  the  relative  proportion  of  wheat  will  be 
nnaUer  by  two-thirds.  Takmg  all  the  provinees  to- 
gether, the  quantity  of  meat  will  avenge  in  the  same 
districts  only  one-hidf  the  quantity  shown  in  the  esti* 
mate.  In  Uie  eapitals  the  cost  of  feeding  servants  is 
reckoned  at  about  20  kopecks  (6d.)  per  head  per  diem. 

The  Russian  peasants,  it  appean,  erect  lAe  huts  in 
w^h  they  dwell,  for  as  the  report  of  1870  adds  (p.  808) : 

The  agricultural  labouren  live  almost  entirely  in 
houses  of  their  own,  which  are  throughout  the  empire 
constructed  in  the  following  simple  fashion :— Logs  of 
ube  red  pine  are  cut  into  the  required  lengths,  8,  4,  or  5 
athoms,  according  to  the  proposed  sixe  of  the  house. 


The  lengths  are  placed  one  above  the  other,  the  ends  being 
dovetailed  together,  thus  forming  as  it  were  a  huge  box 
of  logs.  The  doon  and  windows  are  then  cut  out,  and 
the  pieces  carefully  numbered  by  notches,  the  box  is  now 
taken  to  pieces,  and  the  actual  building  commences ;  this 
is  done  by  placing  the  lowest  tier  on  boulder  stones  [and 
wooden  posts  for  foundations,  then,  each  succeeding  tier 
is  added,  moss  or  hemp  and  tow  being  iised  between 
each  layer  to  fiU  up  all  interstices.  The  walls  thus  com- 
pleted, floors  and  ceilings  of  red  or  white  pine  boards  are 
added,  both  ceiling  and  flooring  generally  being  double, 
with  a  layer  of  earth  between,  the  whole  is  crossed  over 
with  boards.  The  roofing  generally  consists  of  wooden 
tiles.  In  one  comer  of  the  room  a  large  brick  stove, 
similar  to  an  English  baking-oven,  is  built,  a  chimney, 
either  ot  bricks  (put  loosely  together  without  mortar)  or 
of  wood,  is  carried  throusrh  the  roof,  and  the  house  or  hut 
is  complete.  Here  the  whole  &milv  Uves.  Generally  the 
house  contains  but  a  single  room,  but  sometimes  a  well- 
to-do  peasant  has  a  house  of  three  or  four  rooms,  and 
even  uses  plaster  and  paper-hangings  for  the  walls  of  his 
hut ;  this  is  especially  the  case  in  the  grain-growing  Go- 
vernments, such  as  Tamboff,  Voronge,  Penso,  Saratof^ 
Saman,  &c.,  where  the  peasantry  are  more  industrious, 
better  fed,  housed,  and  clothed,  than  in  the  Northern 
Governments." 

In  travelling  firom  Russia  towards  our  own  country 
we  arrive  at  the  territories  of  the  King  of  Prussia.  Here 
the  reporten  give  us  a  more  full  and  a  more  favourable 
account  of  the  condition  of  the  agricultural  labourer. 
Yrom  a  paper  by  Mr.  Petn  forwarded  by  Lord  A.  Loftus, 
we  learn  (report,  p.  40)  that  the  labouring  classes  in  that 
countrr,  agricultural  and  industrial,  may  oe  ranged  under 
the  following  heads  :— 

1.  Agricultural  labouren,  male  and  female,  who  have 
a  permanent  engagement,  and  who  live  with  their  em- 
ployer (farm  servants) ; 

2.  AgriculturallabourersC'Tagelohner")  who  generally 
contract  to  work  for  a  considenble  period  of  time  for  the 
landed  proprieton,  but  very  often  leave  their  employment 
at  the  end  of  a  year ; 

8.  Domestic  servants  of  all  kinds ; 

4.  Small  tradesmen  or  artizans  ("  Handwerker")  who 
either  work  on  their  account,  single  handed,  or  with  slight 
assistance,  or  who  work  by  contract  for  othen ; 

6.  Assistant  workmen  of  tradesmen  or  artisans  (jour* 
neymen  and  apprentices) ; 

7.  Ordinary  factory  operatives,  who  have  not  devoted 
any  length  of  time  as  apprentices  to  learning  a  particular 
trade; 

8.  Porters  and  carrien  of  all  descriptions  employed  for 
oommcreial  or  industrial  purposes  -, 

9.  Workmen  or  day  labourers  ("  Tagelohner'*)  without 
any  regular  or  permanent  engagement ; 

10.  Workwomen. 

Although,  adds  Mr.  Petre,  my  r^rt  professes  to  deal 
mora  exclusivdy  with  the  purely  industrial  population, 
I  have  included  the  agricultural  section  of  the  labouring 
classes  in  the  precedluflr  category,  for  the  reason  that  the 
wages  of  agricutural  liiour  in  this  country  influence  to  a 
considenble  extent  the  condition  of  the  working  classes 
generally,  and  it  is  exceedingly  common  for  them  to 
exchange  one  branch  of  labour  for  another. 

Of  the  agricultural  labouren  or  &rm  servantsVnentioned 
under  No.  1,  more  than  half  are  men  and  boys.'  Girls  of 
tiiis  dass  are  not  so  numerous  as  the  women  who  work  as 
"Tsgdohner,"  or  day  labouren  (No.  2).  The  chief 
duties  of  the  turn  servants  in  general  oonsist  in  tending 
the  cattie  and  floeks,  in  keeping  the  buildings  and  yards 
clean,  sowing  the  seed,  and  dairy  work.  They  hava  to 
work  flJsQ  in  the  distilleries  and  bieweriea  which  are  oom- 
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monly  attached  to  large  farming  eatabliahmenta,  and  thej 
are  employed  generally  in  the  more  reeponaihle  and,  im- 
portant daties  of  the  (arm. 

At  the  manor-honses  or  gentlemen's  teats  ("  Edelhofe") 
it  is  nsoal  to  employ  a  large  number  of  these  farm  ser- 
vants. The  peasant  proprietors  content  themselves 
generally  with  one  man  and  a  boy,  and  several  maid  ser- 
vants. Formerly,  when  labour  was  more  abundant  than 
it  is  now,  the  landowners  and  farmers  naed  to  set  their 
faces  against  their  farm  servants  marrying,  but  their 
anxiety  now  is  to  induce  them  not  to  leave  their  employ- 
ment, and  with  this  object  they  encourage  them  to  marry. 
The  married  f&rm  servants  are  called  "  Deputaten,"  or 
persons  receiving  an  allowance  .in  kind,  to  distinguish 
them  firom  the  other  farm  servants,  who  all  take  their 
meals  together  at  the  farm.  The  "Bepntaten"  receive, 
in  addition  to  their  wages,  a  certain  allowance  of  com, 
potatoes,  &o.  This  primitive  practice  is, '  however, 
gradually  giving  way  to  the  system  of  paying  full  wages 
in  money.  Payment  in  kind,  as  a  rule,  is  now  only  made 
when  the  farm  servants  themselves  choose  to  be  paid  in 
thia  manner,  as  they  very  often  do  when  the  price  of  com 
u  sufficiently  high  to  enable  them  to  make  a  profit  out  of  it. 

The  want  of  trosty  fsrm-servants  is  beginning  to  be 
universally  felt  ^by  the  kndowners  and  farmers.  The 
causes  of  this  growing  change  are  easily  traced.  A  larger 
and  more  varied  field  of  employment  has  been  occupied 
by  the  development  of  industry  and  by  increase4  fscilitiea 
of  locomotion.  A  yearning  for  independence,  and  for  the 
possession  of  a  home  of  their  own,  prevails  even  among 
the  forest  of  these  farm  servants.  The  doctrines  of  so- 
cialism too,  which  have  penetrated,  though  not  to  any 
very  great  extent  to  this  class,  may  have  conti^uted  in 
some  degree  to  alienate  them  from  their  employment. 
The  residt,  however,  is,  that  they  receive  now  higher 
wages  and  better  food  than  formerly,  and  their  condition 
is  altogether  different  from  what  it  was.  |Improvements 
have  been  introduced  on  moet  of  the  well-managed  pro- 
perties as  regards  the  way  in  which  the  fkrm  servants  are 
lodged,  but  much  still  remains  to  be  done  in  this  respect. 
They  generally  sleep  in  the  hayloft  or  in  a  garret  in  the 
cow-house.  In  all  other  respects,  however,  the  treatment 
of  him  servants  is  more  considerate  than  it  used  to  be, 
and  the  consciousness  of  their  increased  importance,  to 
which  this  improved  treatment  may  partially  be  attri- 
buted, renders  them  at  the  same  time  far  less  docile  and 
obedient  to  their  employers  than  formerly.  Those  who 
are  in  the  service  of  the  peasant  proprietors,  with  whom 
they  are  more  or  less  on  a  level  in  pomt  of  culture,  are 
in  the  habit  of  taking  their  meals  at  the  same  table  with 
their  employers,  and  differ  little  firom  them  in  their  social 
habits. 

It  has  been  observed  that,  after  a  series  of  good 
harvests,  the  fkrm  servants,  male  and  female,  fireqnently 
give  notice  to  quit,  in  order  to  work  instead  for  daily  wages 
as  "  Tagelohner,"  which  gives  them  more  ready  money. 

Bad  harvests  and  high  prices,  on  the  otiifr  hand,  have 
the  effect  of  inducing  uiem  to  reeume  permanent  employ- 
ment as  fimn  servants  in  preference  to  gaining  a  more 
precarious  livelihood  as  independent  labonrera. 

The  second  dasa  of  agricultural  labonrera,  or  "Tsge- 
15hner,"  aa  they  are  termed,  aa  diatingnished  from  farm 
servants,  may  be  dinded  into  two  eateries :  tfaoae  who 
contract  to  work  for  the  landowner  ormrmer  for  a  oertmn 
definite  period,  ranging  from  one  to  three  years,  and 
those  who  have  no  fixed  engagement,  bvt  who  work  for 
different  employers  as  opportunity  ofliBra. 

The  former  dass  of  kbonrera  ia  very  general  throne- 
out  the  Eaatem  Provinces  of  Pmsaia,  hot  rare  in  the 
mannfactoring  distriets.  They  are  nanaUj  married,  and 
Me  bound  ^their  ooatraet  to  provide^  ia  addfticm  to 
thof  OHB  labour,  from  two  to  four  penona.  aalled 


'*  Schaarwerker«"  to  asaiit  them.  The  system,  in  ikort, 
is  a  modified  form  of  gangwork.  The  Isbourers  them- 
selves are  bound  to  wo»  upon  the  estate  from  280  to 
800  days,  and  the  "  Schaarwerker"  (generslly  the  faau]; 
of  the  lid)ourer),  on  the  average,  250  days  m  the  jai. 
They  are  lodged  gratis,  or  at  a  low  rent,  in  the 
**  Innsthauser, '  or  farm  lodging-houses  bebnging  to  the 
estate,  and  have  a  certain  portion  of  land  (from  i  to  U 
acres)  allowed  them,  which  ia  manured  and  coltinted 
by  the  proprietor,  a  shed  for  goate  or  pigs,  and  Moe 
small  allowances  in  kind.  The  wages  and  conditioBiGf 
labour  for  thia  class  of  workmen  vary  too  much  aceordiig 
to  circumstancea,  even  on  the  same  estate,  to  admit  i 
generalisation. 

On  the  whole,  their  condition  is  less  £ivoiinible  tba 
that  of  the  farm  servanta.  The  dass  ia  reeroited  moitlj 
firom  amongst  those  who  have  made  improridest  nai- 
riaces,  and  are  forced  by  the  pressure  of  narrowed  mem 
and  increaaing  firauUes  to  sell  their  labour  at  a  low  ntc. 
Those  amongst  them  who  have  small  fomiUes  to  fjimk 
for,  or  whose  children  are  of  an  age  or  conditioa  to 
contribute  to  the  support  of  the  fiunify,  are  hovcnr 
decidedly  better  off  than  the  farm  servants,  and  gfloenQi 
enabled.  In  the  course  of  a  few  yeam,  to  save  a  toknhle 
competency.  This  ia  more  e^edally  true  of  thott  who 
abstain  horn  the  immoderate  use  of  spirits. 

The  prevailing  syatem  of  contract  work  giT«  tkt 
industrious  agricultural  labourer  a  fair  chance  of  earaiag 
very  adequate  wages,  which  he  generally  suppLeaiati  by 
threshing-work  during  the  winter  months. 

The  house  accommodation  provided  for  the  ''Isiit- 
lento,"  or  labourers  who  are  lodged  by  the  ludod 
proprietor,  is  very  inferior  on  moat  prc^ier&es,  botk  fron 
a  sanitary  poiot  of  view  and  also  on  the  score  of  ooofoit 
Little  attention  has  been,  paid  to  it,  and  the  sonul 
standard  of  comfort  and  of  the  sanitary  conditioai  d 
rural  dwellings  in  ^eral  is  low.  Very  little  has  been  doee 
of  late  years  in  this  direction  by  the  landownen^  oviqg  to 
the  heavy  charges  on  estotes  and  to  the  scarcity  of  mosif. 

Agricultural  kbourers  who  work  indq>eiidentl7,  ud 
are  not  lodged,  like  the  "  Innstleute,"  by  their  emplojfn, 
receive  at  teast  20  per  cent,  higjher  wages  in  money  t^ 
the  Utter;  and  they  have  tiiis  advantage  over  tkem,  ty 
in  harvest-time  they  can  get  almost  any  wiigei  t^ 
choose  to  ask  firom  the  hmdownera  and  Summ  ^ 
are  short  of  farm  servante  and  "  Innstleute."  Tlus" 
counterbalanced  on  the  other  hand  by  their  fomd 
idleness  during  the  winter  months,  whidi  geooilir 
swallows  up  all  their  savings,  and  haa  altogether  a  « 
influence  over  their  moral  conduct.  They  usually  tosirj 
in  order  to  have  a  home  of  their  own,  and  boy  a  bit  of 
land  on  borrowed  money  to  supply  them  with  potatoei 
and  vegetablea.  Some  of  them  boge  with  the  peuaat- 
pzoprietora  for  whom  they  woric,  and  aeveial  frnuliei  we 
often  crowded  together  in  the  same  house. 

One  peculiar  feature  of  agrieoltnnd  kboor  ia  tkii 
country  is  the  enstom  whieh  prevaila  in  sevsial  pfofiacM 
of  laij^  bodiea  of  labonrera  aasoeiating  tythtf  f»d 
migrating  durmg  the  summer  months,  fte  fyitaa 
foliowed  is  thia.  An  experienced  man  is  deputed  to 
seleet  and  report  npon  some  diatxkt  soilabla  for  tte 
purpose.  He  then  makea  a  ooatraot  for  the  work  vbtf 
u  to  be  done,  and  twenty  or  more  labourm,  laak  airf 
female,  asBodate  together  and  undertake  harvest  or  other 
work  for  one  or  more  of  the  laige  hmded  pnpM^ 
whose  estates  are  aituated  sometiflMa  mors  tba&tOO 
mika  away  from  the  hone  of  the  labonrcn^  vvmb 
they  have  finiahed  thdr  work,  and  received  the  n^ 
which  they  contracted  for,  and  whieh  ia  equslly  dindtf 
amongst  thena,  they  retom  home  for  the  wintff. 
Labouring  guga  of  thia  kind  migrate  aonuaSy  ito  *f 
highkmd^  east  of  the  YistnlB^  which  afEori  botaieMf 
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sabttfltence  to  the  populatfon,  to  the  fertile  lowltnda 
across  that  riTer. 

From  the  fen  districts  along  the  Warta,  an  affluent 
of  the  Oder,  formerly  colonised  by  Frederick  the  Great, 
and  now  oTer-populated,  similar  bands  of  kbonrers 
trarel  erery  summer  to  the  neighbonring  provinces. 
The  beetroot  sugar  manu&ctories  m  the  neighbonrhood 
of  Magdeburg  are  sunplied  in  this  way  from  the  Eichfeid, 
a  sterile  district  of  the  Southern  Hartz,  with  the 
additional  labour  which  they  require  at  a  certain  period 
of  the  year.  Similar  bodies,  called  "  Hollandsgiioger/' 
crop  over  from  Westphalia  into  the  Netherlan£ ;  some 
as  agricultural  labourers,  others  as  tile-nuJcers ;  and 
hundreds  of  masons  migrate  annually  from  Silesia  to  the 
North  Eastern  Provinces  of  Prussia  during  the  summer,  to 
earn  money  for  their  support  during  tne  winter  months. 

As  we  continue  our  tour  from  Russia,  and  through 
Prussia,  towards  our  own  country,  we  arrive  in  the 
Netherlands,  and  here  we  find  a  superior  condition  of  the 
tillers  of  the  soil.  Mr.  Sydney  Loch,  on  the  authority 
of  Mr.  Nicholls,  in  his  account  of  the  labourers  of 
Holland  (Report,  p.  16)  observes :  "  Nothing  can  exceed 
the  cleanliness,  the  personal  propriety,  and  the  apparent 
comfort  of  the  people  of  Hollancf.  I  did  not  see  a  house 
or  a  fence  out  of  repair,  or  a  garden  that  was  not  carefully 
cultivated."  But  he  does  not  stop  here,  for  while 
apparently  intending  merely  to  continue  the  description, 
^  giv^i  perhaps  unconsciously,  the  secret  of  such 
unwonted  happiness.  "  The  Dntdi  people,"  he  continues, 
"  appear  to  be  strongly  attached  to  ueir  Government,  and 
few  countries  poasess  a  population  in  which  the  domestio 
and  social  duties  are  discharnd  with  snoh  oonstaney ;  a 
acropnlons  economy  and  cautious  foreaight  seem  to  be  the 
eharaetoristie  virtnea  of  eveiy  daas ;  to  spend  their  ftdl 
annual  income  is  aoeoonted  a  spedea  of  crime." 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  if  the  Ubonring  daaaea 
in  Holland  are  proaperooa  and  happy,  they  owe  it  to 
their  own  patient  indnatry,  their  provident  haUta,  and 
their  natural  contented  dispoaitaon.  Living  in  a  land 
which  owes  ita  very  existence  to  the  iugenui^  and  labour 
of  man,  at  any  moment  liable  to  be  odled  out  to  woik 
again  for  their  Uvea  and  homeateada,  they  owe  little  to 
nature,  much  to  themadvaa.  What  thev  acquire  with 
jMdn  they  gnard  with  care.  The  Dotch  labourer,  whether 
in  field  or  town,  nfieeta  oo  the  value  of  his  earnings;  the 
energies  which  a  warmer  blood  and  a  more  impetuous 
temperament  would  expend  in  political  excitement,  he 
eonaeeratea  to  the  improvement  of  his  own  individual  lot; 
the  question  of  the  honr,  the  news  of  the  day,  poaaeaa 
fittk  interest  toft  him ;  he  prefiNra  hia  Bible  to  his  newa- 
paper,  and  hIa  fiunily  fireside  to  the  public,  the  reading- 
nom,  or  the  political  meetiiig.  Jealous  to  a  degree  over 
the  liberty  he  already  posseaaea,  he  does  not  sigh  for 
more,  and  prefers  ei^t^ng  in  peace  the  advantagea  already 
aeenred  to  him,  to  agitating  for  others  which  his  lathers 
did  without. 

The  Dnteh  artisan  ean  live  comfortably  and  con- 
tentedly on  what  wonkl  ill  sulBce  to  satisfy  the  wants  of 
an  En^sh  labourer.  He  gets  lower  wages,  he  lives  in  a 
coantiy  where  protection  is  still  professed  aud  duties  are 
atUl  high,  where  the  neeesnties  of  Ufe  are  about  aa  dear 
aa  in  ^gland  and  the  lunriea  dearer,  and  yet  hia  home 
is  happier,  aud  hia  feraily  healthier  than  many  whidh 
CQoId  be  found  elaewhere.  Spending  leaa  on  himself,  he 
has  more  UA  for  his  chfldren,  and  what  he  aavea  in  beer 
lie  spends  in  bread. 

In  taking  the  reatrospect  we  have  thus  done  of  the 
condition  cSf  the  Bn^ish  farm  labourer  of  the  olden  time, 
and  of  his  plight  in  Northern  Europe,  in  Germany,  and 
in  the  Netherlands,  we  may  well  be  encourased  to  rejoice 
at  the  progress  we  have  made  in  our  own  island,  aud  be 
prompted  to  atill  farther  efforta  in  ao  good  a  direction. 


Without  attempting  to  exhaust  the  subject,  let  us  gknce 
at  one  or  two  only  of  the  improvements  which  in  some 
portions  of  our  i^and  are  yet  to  be  made  for  the  comfort 
of  the  kbourer ;  and  can  we  have  this  better  done  than 
in  the  language  of  Canon  Girdlestone,  who,  on  a  recent 
occasion,  when  addressing  a  body  of  the  fine  agriculturists 
of  Devonshire  remarked,  very  truly :  "  First,  as  regards 
the  home  of  the  labourer.  We  have  most  of  us,  more  or 
less,  some  good  horses  of  our  own,  and  we  are,  no  doubt, 
anxious  that  they  should  do  a  good  day's  work,  and  do  it 
well  and  cheerfully.  Li  order  to  do  this,  one  of  the  first 
things  to  do  is  to  secure  a  good  stable.  A  cold,  draughty 
stable,  or  a  stable  low,  small,  badly  ventilated,  and  badly 
drained,  or  one  in  which,  without  any  separation  of  stalls, 
all  our  horses  would  be  huddled  together,  is  there  any  one 
of  us  but,  putting  all  views  of  humanity  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  merely  with  reference  to  our  own  advantage, 
would  at  once  say,  '  With  such  a  stable,  my  horses  are 
more  likely  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  tuner  than  of  the 
ploughman :  with  such  a  state  of  things  I  shall  get  no 
work  done  'P  It  is  exactly  the  same  with  the  human 
animal.  Laving  aside  both  Christian  and  moral  considera- 
tions, a  healthy  and  comfortable  home  is  essential  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  workins  man,  and  is,  consequently,  of  as 
much  importance  to  the  employer  as  to  the  employed. 
The  following  is  my  idea  of  the  sort  of  home  a  labourer 
ought  to  have  if  he  is  to  be  able  to  do  a  reaUy  good  day's 
work.  A  house  well  roofed,  drained  and  ventilated,  and 
floored,  with  a  fireplace  in  every  room,  and  every  window 
made  to  open,  with  downstairs  a  good  femily  room,  with 
handy  grate,  oven  and  boUer,  and  a  scullery  at  the  back, 
with  door  to  the  garden,  with  upstairs  never  less  than 
three,  and  if  possible  four,  bedrooms,  with  a  good  garden 
round  it,  a  pigsty,  and  other  conveniences  so  constructed 
and  screened  as  to  be  decent  in  appearance  as  well  as  in 
reality.  The  labourer's  home  should  be  on  the  farm  if 
poiaible,  or,  at  any  rate,  aa  near  aa  can  be  to  hit  work. 
A  long  walk  to  and  from  hia  work  is  most  exhausting  to 
the  labourer,  and  very  nnneoesHuilv  so,  and  of  course,  at 
the  same  time,  most  damaging  to  ^e  former,  who  wanta 
the  whole  strength  of  those  who  work  for  him,  and  to 
whom  it  is  of  great  importance  that  they  should  be  fresh 
when  th^come  upon  the  form.  A  moderately-sised 
potato  gronnd,  in  addition  to  the  garden,  is  a  great 
advantage  to  the  labourer ;  whereaa,  if  too  large,  it  is 
apt  to  embarraa  and  over-fetigne  him.  If  to  aome  one 
or  two  oottagea  on  each  fhrm  there  were  also  added  a 
cowahed,  with  foeility  of  pasturage  for  a  cow,  and  these 
cottages  were  reserved  as  prises  for  the  most  akiiled,  in- 
dustrious, and  thrifty  labourera,  the  employer  would  reap 
aa  much  advantage  aa  the  labourer  himself  from  the  im- 
proved character  of  both  workmen  and  work,  to  which 
such  aort  of  emulation,  wherever  aeope  haa  been  given 
for  it,  haa  always  led,  and  is  sure  to  lead.  This,  then,  is 
my  idea  of  an  agricultural  labourer'a  home.  As  far  aa 
providing  such  a  home  is  concerned,  it  is,  of  course, 
almost  entirely  a  landlord's  question;  but  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  nevertheless,  that  if  I  were  a  former, 
laying  aside  all  regsrd  for  the  labourer,  and  with  a  view 
to  my  own  advantage  alone,  I  should  no  more  think  of 
taking  a  fhrm  without  stipulating  for  proper  and  healthy 
labourers'  homes  upon  it  than  I  should  of  being  content 
with  stables  and  cowhouses  of  such  a  sort  as  would  be 
son  to  nshe  my  horses  and  cattle  unhealthy  and  un- 
profitable. 

"  I  paaa  on  firom  the  home  of  thelabonrer  to  his  work. 
This  od^t,  as  for  as  possible,  to  consist  of  piece-work. 
I  say  as  fiff  as  possible,  becanse  I  am  well  aware  of  the 
difficulty  then  ia  in  bringing  many  agricultural  opera- 
tions under  Uie  denomination  of  piece-work.  Neverthe- 
leaa,  many  of  those  diffleulties  may,  by  perseveranoe  and 
good  management,  be  oveioome,  and,  for  his  own  sake  as 
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well  as  in  the  interest  of  those  who  work  for  him,  it  is 
well  worth  the  fiinner's  while  to  overcome  them;  for 
until  human  nature  is  very  much  changed  from  what  it 
is  now,  labourers  will  be  found,  even  without  reference 
to  age,  to  differ  very  widely  from  each  other.  Physical 
strength  and  power  of  endurance,  skill,  industry,  a  desire 
to  do  a  honest  day's  work,  and  many  other  particulars, 
are  |>oint8  in  which  there  is  sure  to  be  an  immense  amount 
of  difference.  Tet,  unless  the  amount  of  a  man's  earn- 
ings depends  upon  the  amount  of  work  done,  it  is  diffi- 
cnlt  to  see  how  to  ayoid  paying  all  these  Tarions  charac- 
ters of  labourers  exactly  the  same  amount  of  wages,  and 
so  inflicting  on  the  farmer  both  a  present  and  a  prospec- 
tive loss,  by  getting  now  a  less  amount  of  work  than  he 
ought  for  his  money,  and  discouraging  improvement  in 
the  class  for  the  time  to  come.  It  is  very  important  also 
for  all  parties  that  in  every  case  in  which  a  system  of 
day-work  is  adopted  the  number  of  hours  constituting  a 
day's  work  should  be  definitely  settled  and  understood, 
and  that  an  account  of  all  attCTtime  employment  should 
be  accurately  kept  and  paid  for,  not  by  beer  or  cider,  or 
other  refreshment,  except  perhaps  in  time  of  harvest,  bnt 
in  money,  and  in  the  proportion  it  bears  to  a  day's  work. 


Now  that  thrashing  is  aln^  entirely  done  bymsdbi* 
nery,  it  is  very  difficnlt  to  provide  wet-weather  work  for 
agricultural  labourers.  Yet  when  the  immense  Ion  of 
income  which  in  the  changeable  climate  of  Great  Britaio 
and  specially  in  the  western  connties  aecrnes  to  the 
labourer  from  bad  weather,  unless  paid  by  the  veek, 
with  no  deduction  for  wet  days,  and  the  diificaltj  is 
which  the  loss  involves  him  are  considered,  it  will  lie  ob- 
vious that  a  former  who  wishes  his  labourers  to  kavewdl- 
nourished,  powerful  bodies  and  minds  free  from  suietj 
will  do  his  best  to  secure  them  against  the  possibilitj  of 
many  days'  forced  idleness  in  the  eonne  of  a  year,  in- 
volving of  course  short  commons  for  themielTei  tai 
families." 

Such  are  some  of  the  facts,  so  well  glanced  at  by  Mr. 
Girdlestone :  he  was  then  addressing  a  body  of  nen  not 
likely  to  forget  the  comfort  of  their  labourers.  lo  tn* 
veiling  towards  the  west,  through  Devon  and  CarowiH, 
we  have  ever  regarddl  with  pleasure  the  indepesdent 
bearing  and  the  comfort  so  noticeable  in  the  peuutrf ; 
and  this  fact  should  prompt  us  to  greater  efforts  in  ctiiar 
districts  of  our  Islands  where  their  condition  is  not 
nearly  so  good. 


THE    FOREIGN    CATTLE    MAKKBT. 


In  the  Report  from  the  Committee  of  the  Farmers* 
Club  for  the  year  1866,  the  following  paragraph  occurs : 
"  Sinee  the  last  Report  was  agreed  to,  the  Committee 
has  held  several  meetings  on  the  subject  of  the  cattle- 
plague,  and  also  had  an  interview  with  Sir  George  Grey 
at  the  Privy  Council  Office,  when  a  Memorial  was  pre- 
sented. The  recommendations  embodied  in  that  Paper 
were  not  only  received  with  every  attention  by  the  Home 
Secretary,  but  their  spirit  very  generally  adopted  by 
other  deputations— -the  Fkimenr  Club  being  the  first  of 
any  of  the  Agricultural  Societies  that  sought  the  Govern- 
ment with  reference  to  this  terrible  visitation."  This 
interview  took  place  in  November,  1866 ;  and  one  of  the 
chief  clauses  of  the  Memorial  went  to  recommend  "  that 
all  foreign  beasts  imported  be  killed  for  food  at  the  point  of 
disembarkation  immediately  on  their  arrival,  or  within  audi 
reasonable  time  as  nmy  allow  of  their  sale  to  the  butcher." 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  aame  Club  on 
Monday,  Nov.  7,  it  was  resolved :  "  That  the  thanks  of  this 
Committee  be  offered  to  the  Right  Hon.  W.  E.  Earster 
for  the  energetic  measures  which  have  been  recently 
taken  by  the  Privy  Council  to  prevent  any  importation 
of  foreign  cattle  diseases.  At  the  same  time,  the  Com- 
mittee hegi  to  express  a  hone  that  separate  markets  for 
the  sale  and  slau^ter  of  all  foreign  stock  will  be  en- 
forced at  the  ports  of  landing  throughout  this  king- 
dom." And,  notioeably  enough,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Council  on  the  same  day  a  Report 
recommending  the  establishment  of  a  foreign  cattle 
market  by  the  Corporation  was  adopted. 

It  will  be  thus  seen  how  the  farmer  has  at  length 
succeeded  in  obtaining  that  measure  of  safety  which  he 
has  been  so  long  seeking,  as  we  believe  that  the  vote  of 
thanks  accorded  to  the  Vice-President  of  the  Council 
could  not  have  been  better  timed.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  but  that  the  City  has  been  very  determinedly 
looked  up  in  this  matter  by  the  Government,  while  a 
Liberal  Ministry  has  been  mainly  instrumental  in  cany- 
ing  out  a  movement  that  aome  people  were  pleased  to 
regard  as  a  mere  revival  of  the  old  cry  for  Protection. 
And  here,  as  we  take  it,  the  home-producer's  interest,  at 
least  in  this  branch  of  the  business,  is  at  an  end.  So  long 
as  the  new  market  be  constructed  with  reasonable  expe- 


dition, and  so  long  as  this  be  placed  sufficiently  favnf 
to  ensure  him  from  all  danger  of  contagion,  it  can  ralif  be 
of  little  moment  to  the  fsimer  whether  the  site  be  on  the 
North  or  South  side  of  the  river,  or  if  the  ooaveBieaee 
of  the  Whitechapel  butcher  should  or  should  not  have 
been  becomingly  consulted  when  arriving  at  aidKtioa. 
All  such  points  as  these  rest  entirely  between  the  Citj  lal 
the  consumer,  as  represented  by  the  trade;  ai  it  ii 
only  fur  to  assume  that  the  Corporation  in  makiagiti  ar- 
rangements has  ^ven  every  possible  care  aod  itto- 
tion  to  the  requirements  of  the  public.  Of  eovm 
there  will  be  aome  still  ready  enough  to  oomiiliiii 
and  protest,  as  we  hear  certain  salesmea  aod 
butchers  have  petitioned  against  Deptfsrd  Doekjiri 
are  others  in  £ivour  of  it,  just  in  fact  as  theywrote^ 
and  eon  so  recently  in  J%€  Hmm.  Bnt  with  this  diapote 
the  English  frurmer  has  little  or  nothing  whatever  to  do. 
The  City  has  determined  on,  and  the  Goveramcat  wiB 
give  its  countenance  to  a  aite,  ao  that  there  siioaUW 
strong  warranW  of  ita  capabilities,  while  there  eooU, 
surely,  be  nothmg  in  much  worse  taste  than  sav  fnrtkff 
agitation  or  demonstration  from  a  quarter  whidi,  ao  bt, 
has  simply  obtained  all  that  it  naked  for.  There  is  la  jtt 
no  complete  railway  communication  it  is  niged,  alUtoo^ 
it  might  as  sensibly  be  said  in  protest  there  is  sa  jet  so 
market  oonstmcted,  for  the  one  may  be  as  easily  sad  s- 
multaneonsly  supplied  with  the  other.  ThevetcrisasT 
authority  of  a  contemporary  says :  "  It  cannot  be  qm- 
tioned  bnt  that  the  road  to  Beptfbrd  ia  in  all  icspectaa 
better  way  than  that  to  Phustow,  Millwall,  or  Nortk 
Woolwich."  And  again :  *'  The  Brighton  and  Soati 
Coast  and  Sonth-Bastem  Railways  run  within  sakort 
distance  of  the  dockyard,  and  there  will  be  ao  diffiolt^ 
in  completing  the  commnnication  between  those  Usee  vA 
the  Foreign  Market  if  neoeasary ;  bat  good  cart  ros^ 
are  of  much  more  importance  than  good  railroads.  Horf 
of  the  butohera  who  will  buy  and  alanghter  cattle  at  the 
waterside  market  will  convey  the  caroaaes  to  their  deiti' 
nation  in  their  own  carts." 

While,  however,  we  are  giving  our  thanks  to  Mr.  Foi^i 
we  must  not  be  altogether  munindAd  of  the  (Svie  snthoribai 
whose  task  has  been  by  no  meana  an  eaiy  one.  Ia  the  oatact 
the;)  have  had  of  course  to  enooonter  a  anmbor  of  diiiati- 
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mted  people,  who  bid  eaoK  and  all  the  Tery  beat  ground  for 
the  purpose  to  sell.  In  &ct,  we  icarcely  ever  remember 
such  an  outcry  as  has  been  raised  over  the  extraordinary 
suitability  of  this  place  and  that,  the  Tery  safety  of  the 
coaotiy  apparently  depending  on  the  purchase  of  some 
Company's  dochs  or  somebody  •else's  yards.  Bnt  even 
bejond  thia  the  Markets  Committee  hai  had  to  withstand 
the  opposition  of  some  of  ita  own  brother  Conncil- 
men.  Although  the  report  was  erentnally  carried 
by  "  an  overwhelming  mi^jority,"  this  was  only  accom- 
plished in  the  face  of  snndir  amendments,  such  as 
"the  Report  lie  on  the  Uble,'^  or  "the  Report  be 
seat  back  for  reconsideration."  Moreover,  Mr.  Bedford, 
"  with  many  others,  repudiated  the  idea  of  qiaking  a  new 
market  at  all,  and  for  many  reasons.  The  market  was 
abaolotely  unnecessaxy  for  any  possible  porpose,  except 
for  nusing  the  price  of  the  food  of  the  people,  or  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  money  into  the  pocketa  of  the  land- 
owners of  the  country ;  and  this  was  the  secret  of  the 
Bill.  It  was  a  Bill  to  raise  the  price  of  food ;"  while  Mr. 
Game,  a  member  of  this  very  Markets  Committee,  "  did 
act  rise  to  support  a  site,  but  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
saying,  as  a  member  of  the  Markets  Committee,  that, 
during  the  time  this  question  had  been  in  agitation,  he  had 
yisited  the  sitea  on  two  or  three  occasions ;  and  he  had 
no  doubt  that,  if  it  were  necfijuary  that  there  should  be  a 
foreign  cattle  market  in  the  metropolis,  the  site  chosen 
would  be  the  most  preferable.  But  it  was  a  mistake  to 
suppose  that  a  large  portion  of  the  meat  which  came  to 
London  from  abroad  was  consumed  in  the  East-end; 
two-thirds  were  consumed  in  the  north-east  and  the 
south-west.  If  thcjT  took  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
there  was  but  one-third  consumed  there.  For  that  reason 
he  believed  it  wonld  be  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the 
trade  and  to  the  public,  if  a  foreign  cattle  market  was  to 
be  made,  that  it  should  be  made  on  the  south  side ;  but 
he  was  of  opinion  that  they  did  not  want  a  forei^  cattle 
market  in  London;  it  was  the  greatest  absurmty  ever 
brought  before  the  public.  They  were  told  that  it  was  to 
be  a  paying  concern,  and  they  were  asked  to  rush  into  it. 


They  had  been  told  that  there  was  an  Act  passed  that 
there  should  be  a  foreign  cattle  market  for  London,  but 
there  was  no  Act  compelling  them  to  build  it."  We 
quote  thus  much  to  show  that  it  was  not  quite  such  plain 
sailing  with  the  Corporation  as  might  have  been  imagined ; 
as,  indeed,  the  last  sentence  or  so  of  Mr.  Game's  remarks 
is  very  suggestive  of  what  might  have  happened.  There 
is  no  Act  compelling  the  City  to  build  a  market,  but  the 
Common  Council  might  have  delayed  doing  so  for  another 
year  or  more,  when  the  power  to  deal  with  the  bnsiness 
would  have  passed  into  other  hands.  It  is  the  fashion  to 
laugh  at  the  civic  authorities,  and  no  doubt  some  disap- 
pointed speculators  will  rail  loudly  enough  at  the  conclusion 
come  to :  but  if  Mr.  Forster  and  the  Veterinary  Depart- 
ment of  the  Privy  Council  Office  are  satisfied  that  a  really 
eligible  site  has  been  chosen,  we  cannot  see  that  any  one, 
excepting  always  the  great  Whitechapel  interest,  has  any 
cause  to  complain. 

On  the  Monday  the  Farmers'  Club,  as  we  have  stated, 
passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Forster,  and  on  the  Tuesday 
the  Central  Chamber  of  Agriculture  put  a  resolution 
very  much  to  the  same  purport.  There  can  be  no  question 
but  that  such  a  compliment  has  been  well  merited,  as 
even  at  this  moment  some  further  warning  is  about  to  be 
issued  as  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  continent, 
where  the  cattle  disease  rages,  and  the  necessity  for  every 
vigilance  on  our  part.  From  his  first  interview  with 
the  agriculturists  we  have  spoken  to  the  grave  care  which 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  given  to  the 
question,  and  in  his  sanction  of  site,  we  repeat,  there  is 
something  of  a  guarantee.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  first  choice  of  the  Markets  Committee  was  not  ap- 
proved by  the  Lords  of  the  Council,  and  this  of  itsdf 
serves  to  show  the  close  supervision  which  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  body  has  received  from  the  Government. 
Greatly  as  such  a  market  is  needed,  we  confess  that  we  have 
wearied  of  the  way  in  which  the  matter  has  been  too 
often  discussed ;  as  we  would  counsel  the  ftrmer  to  be  no 
party  towards  raising  any  further  difficulties  now  that  his 
object  is  virtually  obtained. 


NO      POLITIOSl 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Devon  and  Cornwall  Chamber 
of  Agricoltnre,  in  October,  Mr.  Henry  Clark  oalled 
attention  to  what  may  be  termed  a  Tenant-Right  Agree- 
ment that  he  had  framed,  and  upon  which  he  desirad  the 
opinion  of  the  members.  As  after  a  very  brief  discussion 
the  consideration  of  the  subject  was  a^oumed  until 
another  meeting,  to  be  held  early  in  December,  we 
had  proposed  to  defer  any  notice  of  our  own  until 
the  Weat-conntry  farmen  had  more  definitely  delivered 
themselves.  Sufficient  be  it  to  say  here  that  Mr. 
Clark's  draft  contains  a  schedule  of  idlowanoea  for  lime, 
bones,  cake,  and  purehased  manures,  extending  in  some 
caiea  over  four  or  five  yean'  use  prerious  to  the 
termination  of  the  tenancy.  Then  the  landlord  makes 
chum  to  nothing  more  than  the  winged  game,  and  beyond 
a  few  fiddling  danses,  such  as  "  the  tenant  shall  mow, 
•pnd,  or  root  up  the  thistles,"  and  "  cleanse  and  keep 
open  the  iron  and  lead  gntten,"  thia  nme  model  agree- 
ment looks  to  be  conceived  in  fiar  more  liberal  or  give- 
and-take  spirit  than  we  often  find  in  productiona  of  this 
design.  So  fisr  the  meeting  manifestly  did  not  know 
very  much  about  the  matter.  One  man  said  in  some  sort 
of  objection  that  "covenants  must  vary  with  every 
county  i "  another  that  an  agreement  with  compensation 
cUnset  wu  "  not  Tenant-Right  at  all ;"  and  a  third  that 


"  there  was  no  system  they  eould  lay  down  as  applicable 
to  a  whole  district,"  as,  of  course,  no  one  ever  argued 
there  eould  be.  About  the  most  pertinent  remark  was 
offiBred  by  Mr.  Perry,  who  thought  that  "  the  way  to 
secure  Tenant-Riffht  wonld  be  to  create  local  oonrta  of 
arbitration,  which  wonld  be  simple  and  inexpensive;" 
and  when  we  come  to  legalise  the  principle  there  may  be 
something  more  to  say  to  this  suggestion. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  clear  enough  frem  all  that  is  jost 
now  passing  that  they  are  getting  keenly  alive  to  the 
necessity  for  some  Tenant-Right  or  security  down  in  the 
West.  A  recent  case  has  created  a  deal  of  discussion, 
and  so  lead  every  man  to  ponder  more  earefiilly  over 
the  stability  of  his  own  position.  It  thus  happened 
that  at  the  Sowton  ploughing  match  dinner  Mr.  Roach 
made  this  question  the  chid  point  of  his  speech. 
Game  he  had  said^was  bad  enough,  *'  but  there  waa  another 
thing  which  tended  to  check  the  productiveness  of  the 
sou  more  than  anything  else  he  had  named.  He  alluded 
to  the  insecurity  which  landlords  gave  to  their  tenanta 
for  the  outlay  of  their  capital."  And  again,  "  he  was  at 
a  great  loss  to  find  why  landlords,  as  a  rale,  ahoold  object 
to  giving  a  good  tenant  a  lease.  He  was  sorrr  to  say 
that  the  oSij  reason  he  could  suggest  was  that  thej 
wished  to  have  political  control  over  their  tenants."  And 


Digitized  by 


Google 


468 


THB  FABMEB'S  MAGAZINIl!. 


here  Mr.  Roach  was  called  to  order.  Mr.  Daw  said 
"No  politics/'  Mr.  Sanders  was  "quite  sure  that  in 
introdaciog  political  topics  they  womd  be  introdacing 
a  fertile  source  of  discord,"  and  Mr.  Kennaway  de- 
clared that  "  it  was  quite  impossible  at  conyivial 
gatherings  to  go  into  matters  which  required  to  be  looked 
at  in  so  many  different  ways  as  those  questions  of  the 
tenure  of  land  and  security  for  tenant's  capital."  Very 
good.  If  Mr.  Roach's  brother  farmers  thought  fit  to 
stop  a  straifi^tforward  speaker  in  this  way,  of  course 
there  was  nothing  for  it  but  to  submit  with  a  promise 
"  never  to  do  so  any  more."  But,  as  it  seems  to  us, 
Mr.  Roach's  brother  farmers  did  nothing  of  the  kind. 
Not  one  of  those  who  protested  against  the  topics  touched 
upon  are  farmers.  Mr.  Daw  is  an  attorney  and  an  active 
electioneering  agent ;  Mr.  Sanders  writes  himself  more 
properly  a  Reverend  Prebendary;  and  Mr.  Kennaway 
IS  a  landed  proprietor  and  a  county  member.  As 
chairman  of  the  day,  Mr.  Kennaway  haid,  no  doubt,  the 
right  to  interfere  if  ^he  thought  proper  so  to  do ;  but  it 
is  surely  something  like  '*  a  liberty  "  for  either  a 
solicitor  or  a  clergymen  to  attempt  to  dictate  as  to  what 
the  farmers  shall  talk  about  at  a  ploughing-match  dinner. 
At  best  they  are  but  ffuests  upon  sufferance ;  and  it  would 
be  more  becoming  did  they  make  themselves  less  promi- 
nent on  such  occasions. 

Mr.  Sanders,  however,  was  sufficiently  emphatic  on 
"  theirs  being  a  meeting  simply  for  the  sake  of  agricultural 
discussions ;"  Mr.  Daw  "  thoui^ht  there  was  only  one 
Political-Agricultural  Society  in  England,  and  that  was 
in  the  neighbouring  parish  of  Woodbury,  but  he  was 
afraid  the  political  fever  was  very  prevalent,  and  they  had 
caught  the  infection;"  while  the  Chairman  considered 
"  there  were  many  subjects  of  a  semi-political  character 
which  they  might  fairly  go  into,"  although  he  did  not 
seem  to  rank  land-tenure  as  one  of  these.  Now,  only 
let  us  picture  a  meeting  arranged  for  agricultural  discus- 
sion where  it  is  "  fatal"  to  talk  about  leases  I  Or, 
where  such  talk  would  change  the  meeting  into  a  Political- 
Agricultural  Society,  of  which  description  it  appears  there 
is  only  one  other  such  in  England.  Why,  what  in 
the  name  of  common  sense  can  Sob  possibly  mean  ?  If 
the  mention  of  leases,  the  security  of  capital,  and  the  in- 
dependence of  the  fanner  would,  go  to  make  a  Political- 
Agricidtural  Society,  then  we  have  not  one  but  one  hun- 
dred— we  had  almost  said  one  thousand  such  Societies  in 
England.  There  is  not  a  Earmer's  Clob  nor  an  Agricul- 
tural Association  that  holds  a  show  or  has  "a  convivial 
gathering"  but  where  such  subjects  have  been  discussed 
again  and  again,  or,  as  Mr.  Daw  puts  it,  with  something 
like  a  contradiction,  "  the  politiral  fever  is  Tery  preva- 
lent." But  if  leases  and  Tenant-Right,  and  so  forth,  be 
"  matters  which  it  is  impossible  to  go  into  at  these  oon- 
Tivial  meetings,"  what  are  the  unfortunate  fiurmers,  who 
are  supposed  to  be  here  upon  business,  to  talk  about  P 
Mr.  Sanders,  certainly,  would  infinitely  prefer  to  know 
whether  a  furrow  had  been  set  straight,  or  a  hedge  neatly 
trimmed,  and  the  chairman  to  leave  eveirthing  else 
to  the  Chambers  of  Agriculture.  But  the  Chambers  of 
Agriculture  occupy  a  very  anomalous  position,  as  Lord 
Aylesfordhas  clearly  shown.  When  the  Warwickshire 
Chamber  of  Agriculture  discussed  thegame  evil  his  lordship 
withdrew  his  name,  and  when  the  V^urwiokshiie  Agrieui- 
tural  Society  discussed  the  game  question  his  lordship 
said  this  was  more  properly  the  bnsin^se  of  the  Chamber 
of  Agriculture.  From  what  occurred  at  Sowton  we  should 
be  inclined  to  think  they  might  turn  over  the  formen' 
capital  and  independence  very  much  after  the  same 
fiidiion  down  in  some  parts  of  Devonshire.  At  the  dinner 
of  an  Agricultural  Society  in  Herefordshire  the  other  day 
one  of  the  speakers  in  advocating  the  nsea  of  a  Chamber  of 
Agriculture,  said:  <*lt  might  notmeet  all  the  requirements 


of  the  ease,  and  he  did  not  think  it  did.  The  landlord  (la- 
ment was  perhaps  a  litUe  too  strongly  represented,"  u  k 
doubt  it  is,  not  only  in  the  Chambers,  but  in  some  otk 
kindred  institutions.  What,  however,  does  Mr.  IHv 
imagine  they  chiefly  talked  about  at  this  dinner  of  the  Mor- 
timer's Cross  Agricultural  Improvement  Society?  W]ij, 
Politics.  It  was  clearly  a  PoHtical-Agricultnnl  Sodetj, 
where  they  went  into  land-tenure  and  Tenant  Bigkt,  main- 
taining, moreover,  that  "  it  was  useless  to  stand  up  ud 
talk  of  tiieir  grievances,  unless  they  could  give  beti:" 
and  they  did  give  &cts,  and  terrible  strong  Cacti  too, 
without  any  learned  man  to  call  them  to  order,  or  asj 
reverend  man  to  read  them  a  lecture,  or  any  honoonUe 
man  to  hint '  that  all  this  was  out  of  place  at  a  ooaTiTiil 
meeting. 

As  Mr.  Alfred  Edwards  says  the  landlord  daneDtk 
"  perhaps  a  littie  too  strongly  represented"  at  the  Cbs* 
her  of  Agriculture ;  while  we  are  inclined  to  think  Mlk 
clerical  element  and  the  political  dement  may  be  a  little 
"too  strongly  represented"  at  some  Agricultnrsl  Sode- 
ties  and  parish  ploughing  matches.  At  any  rate  and  ia 
any  case,  if  the  fanners  choose  to  talk  over  matten  tkt 
mainly  concern  them  at  their  own  meetings,  it  ihooldiat 
with  themselves  and  their  appointed  chairman  to  settk  u 
to  how  £sr  they  are  warranteid  in  so  doing.  Any  attempted 
interference  or  dictation  from  any  outsider,  who  may  W 
amongst  them  can,  we  repeat,  be  aorely  regarded  as  Httk 
short  of  an  impertinence.  Indeed,  as  we  wrote  it  a  &t 
weeks  since,  people  who  attend  agricultund  diium  with 
the  idea  only  of  paying  vapid  empty  complimentito  eadt 
other  had  by  £ar  better  stay  away,  whether  thejr  be  sobk 
lords  or  tenant-fitfmers.  It  is  a  nice  question,  indeed, 
whether  men  who  have  nothing  more  to  say  shodd  sot  it 
once  be  called  to  order. 


At  tiie  Sowton  QDevon)  Plooghing  liatch  DiiuKr,Hr.  J.  E 
Kennaway,  H.P.,  in  the  chair, 

Mr.  Roach,  who  responded  for  the  judges, /asid  hen 
glad  to  see  the  farmers  around  him  looking  ao  smiling,  «^b^' 
mg  the  adverse  season  through  which  thev  were  V*^^ 
he  was  qute  sure  that  many  of  his  friends  had  not  made  wf 
rents  oat  of  their  fiirms  this  vear.  Farmers  were  Bid  to 
gimmble  very  much.  So  they  did,  and  with  very  good  iw»- 
jBat  they  did  not  despair,  and  thqr  hoped  to  make  v^abm 
to  come  for  the  bad  luck  of  the  past.  It  hadbeensaid  tliitit 
was  the  duty  of  a  farmer  to  produce  every  Uade  of  gran,  eray 
earofcom,  and  every  head  of  stock  that  he  eoald.  Tbii« 
josthis  idea,  and  he  believed  that  frmera  as  a  rale  cndaavsaw 
tocarryitont  Bat  they  eoold  not  ooAtrol  the  aeaaooi.  JJ^ 
was  qute  certain  that  the  farmers  of  England  hsd  wiUua  tin 
past  two  or  three  years  sent  millions  of  money  <'Bt  of  the  tfo- 
try  in  return  for  foreign  produce.  That  was  ao  much  los  to 
the  country,  becaose  whatever  was  raised  at  home  wai  wism| 
commonwealth ;  and  if  they  had  to  send  money  oat  of  w 
country  for  what  was  genenuly  produced  in  it,  that  ""■'?'[■ 
losttoalL  As  to  the  reUtions  between  landknd  sad  toi^ 
there  would  always  be  bad  farmeraas  well  as  good  0Ka,iHa 
alandhird  had  a  bad  tenant  he  would aooe  f^.i^ll"^"? 


would  refose  to  keep  him  when— m  was  particulariy  th«  *J 
in  Devonshire — ^thne  were  so  many  good  fanaen  >a  vaot  a 


the  landowners.  They  could  have  no  idea  whst  w»  *^  _  , ,. 
annually  by  the  aort  of  atoek  to  which  healladed.  if» 
tiiem  not  mistake  him.  As  an  Sngliahman,  hs  «>•«*? 
proud  to  see  a  noUe  mansion  sfcandiBg  in  awell4uBiiaed  pOt 
and  plenty  of  deer  in  the  park  too;  and  he  sdmind  the  £» 
tieman  whose  liberality  induced  him  to  add  to  aU  that  a  ^ 

pack  of  hounds.  And  there  was  no  more  pfeam^  ^ 
to  him  than  that  of  his  Umdlord  trying  a  gw  F^  !J 
hia  tumipa,  with  a  gun  and  a  brace  of  pouiten,  » 
fbdiug  a  partridge  or  a  pheasant  efsry  fi**  *  ^* 
minutes.  And  if  his  hmdhnd  said,  **Boaofa,  «•  J**^? 
Bueh  a  time  and  pbuw,"  ha  would  tell  hia  *'AIl  n^Ui 
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&iid,  depend  apon  it,  he  (Mr.  Roach)  would  be  all  the  better 
pleeaed,  and  would  be  sure  to  be  there.    That  was  the  aort  of 
feeling  he  liked  to  Me  exiating  between  landlord  and  tenant, 
and  where  that  was  found  the  landlord  might  alwan  be  rare 
of  plenty  of  sport.    Bnt  there  was  another  thing  which  tended 
to  check  the  prodnctiTeness  of  the  soil  more  than  anything 
elae  he  had  named— he  alloded  to  the  insecority  which  lan£ 
lands  gave  to  their  tenants  for  the  ontUy  of  their  capital. 
They  knew  perfectly  well  that  land  coold  not  be  fanned  with- 
out moner ;  and  those  who  had  money,  and  who  had  brains  as 
well,  wonld  not  Uy  it  oot  withoot  some  good  chance  of  seeing 
it  hack  again.    He  was  sorry  to  say  that  there  was  a  growing 
diapocition  on  the  part  of  the  landlords  of  this  country  in 
favour  of  tenancies  at  will ;  and  under  such  drenmstanoes  he 
held  that  a  man  was  not  jostified  in  making  the  ontky  which 
he  ought  to  in  order  to  farm  his  estate  properly.    As  a  mle, 
there  waa  not  sofficient  capital  employed  to  make  the  best  of 
the  land.    He  was  at  a  neat  loss  to  find  a  reason  why  land- 
lords as  a  mle  should  object  to  giving  a  good  tenant  a  lease. 
He  waa  aorrr  to  sa^  that  the  only  reason  he  could  suggest  was 
this — ^that  they  wished  to  have  political  control  over  their 
tenanta— {Yoicia :  **  No,  no**).  He  could  see  no  other  reason. 
He  hoped  that  it  was  not  the  reason ;  but  he  repeated  that  he 
could  see  no  other— (cries  of  '« No  politics  !*')    He  was  not 
going  into  politics,  but  ha  knew  that  what  he  had  spoken  of 
was  a  great  deterrent  of  the  productiTe  power  of  the  country. 
He  hoped  it  would  soon  be  remedied.    He  could  see  but  one 
remedy,  and  that  was  that  in  time  ther  should  have  Tote  by 
hallot— (dissent  at  the  head  of  the  table}— which  would  in 
some  measure  do  away  with  the  fear  under  which  many  far- 
mers liTsd. 

Mr.  J.  Daw:  No  politics! 

Mr.  BoACR  said  he  was  no  politician  ^  but  they  had  met 
there  for  their  mutual  good,  ana  if  anything  could  be  said  bj 
them  which  would  ben^t  each  other,  he  maintained  that  it 
ought  to  be  said  (Hear,  hear).  He  was  sorrr  if  he  had  said 
anything  offensiTe  to  any  incuTidual  present,  but  he  had  only 
aaid  what  he  beliered  to  be  true.  There  was  still  another  sub- 
ject which  he  should  like  to  mention,  and-^— 
Mr.  Daw  :  The  judges !  the  judges ! 
Mr.  Roach:  Well,  he  would  thank  them  sboerely  for 
drinking  the  healths  of  the  judges. 

The  Ber.  Preb.  Saitdxks,  in  reference  to  Mr.  Roach's  re- 
marks on  the  question  of  leases,  wished  to  impress  on  them  the 
great  importance  of  keeping  out  of  their  discussions  and  de- 
uberations  all  political  aUusions.    He  was  quite  sure,  from  his 
experience  of  these  associations,  that  in  introducing  political 
topics  they  would  be  introducing  a  fertile  source  of  discord 
which  would  be  fiital  to  the  success  and  harmony  of  their 
meetings.    He  would  by  no  means  say  that  other  ploughing- 
match  dinners  might  not  properly  be  arenas  fbr  politiosl  du- 
cnnioD,  but  he  hoped  they  at  Sowton  would  adhere  to  the  rule, 
which  the^  had  distinctly  laid  down,  that  theirs  should  be  a 
meeting  simply  for  the  sake  of  agricultural  discussions,  in 
which  nothing  tending  to  political  strife  should  be  introduced. 
Mr.  Roach  said :  Mr.  &uiders  had  in  the  early  part  of  the 
ef  ening  referred  to  the  dergy  and  the  position  in  which  they 
stood  with  regard  to  their  parishioners.    He    (Mr.  Roach) 
had  no  doubt  that  the  clergy  liked  to  stand  well  with  the  laity. 
Now  he  was  not  going  to  talk  politics ;  he  hardly  knew  what 
he  was  in  politic»— he  rather  thought  he  was  a  firee-thinker— 
(laa||hter)— and  he  wished  there  were  move  free-thinkers  in 
politics,  and  not  so  many  in  religion.    There  was  a  great  deal 
too  much  party  feeling  in  this  countrr.    He  beliered  that  if 
Mr.  QladstoBs  were  to  tell  any  of  his  followers  to  jump  into 
the  sea  they  would  do  it,  and  the  same  with  Mr.  Disraeli— 
(load  laughter).    If  people  did  not  stick  so  mueh  to  their 
parties  it  would  be  a  great  deal  better  for  the  country.    As  he 
had  ssid,  he  hardly  knew  what  he  was  in  politics.    When  Lord 
FalfluntoB  was  a&Te  he  thought  pretty  much  with  his  lord- 
ship ;  bat  since  Pahnenton*8  death  the  party  with  which  he 
was   ssndated  had  run  riot— (A  Yoicb— No   politics). 
Well,  they  should  not  hare  any  polities— he  would  call  it  xe- 
ligion— (lood  lauvhter,  and    a  Yoicx— Worship  of   Obd- 
stone).   Lrad  Palmerston's  party  had,  since  his  death,  intro- 
daeed  messoras  which  he  would  nerer  haye  thought  of.    He 
alloded  to  the  disestablishment  of  the  Irish  Church. 

ThsCHAiEMAir.  intenosing,  said  he  thought  th^  ought 
hiidly  to  go  into  that  satgeot,  upon  which  there  wen  so  many 


Mr.  Roach  said  Mr.Sanders  rather  found  fault withhim  (No, 
no),  and  he  thought  he  ousrht  to  set  himself  right.  The  clergy 
were  public  serrants  as  wul  as  members  of  Parliament,  and  they 
must  eipect  to  be  criticised.  Mr.  Sandera  had  said  that  the 
clergy  stood  well  with  the  laity,  but  he  (the  speaker)  thought 
they  did  not  stand  so  well  as  he  could  wish.  The  matter  of 
the  Irish  Church  was  one  which  concerned  the  farmers.  He 
looked  upon  the  disestablishment  of  the  Church  as  a  serious 
injunr  to  the  country,  and  he  did  think  that  in  a  great  measure 
ihtrr  had  to  thank  the  clergy  of  England  for  it.  The  clergy 
haa  tended  to  weaken  the  Church  as  much  as  any  other  class  of 
men  (expreesions  of  dissent).  He  (Mr.  Roach)  meant  to  say 
the  fiumers  were  foolish,  if  thej  went  to  meetings  like  this,  and 
heard  things  said  relative  to  agricultural  politics  without  reply- 
ing to  them  (Hear,  hear,  from  the  fsrmers).  He  wished  they 
in  the  country  were  better  supported  by  the  clergy  than  they 
were.  He  was  as  staunch  a  Churchman  as  auT  man  in  the 
eountrr,  and  he  belicTed  that  the  Church  of  Engumd  and  the 
Bible  had  done  more  to  make  England  great  than  her  navies 
had.  He  was  sorrr  Mr.  Sanders  should  take  objection  to  what 
he  had  said.  He  did  not  intend  to  wound  the  feelings  of  anv- 
one,  but  as  an  Englishman  in  a  free  eountrr  he  could  not  help 
expressing  his  opinion.  He  wanted  to  allude  to  the  Irish 
Church  purely  as  a  fiurmer.  They  would  recollect  that  there 
were  in  ISng^and  more  farmers  than  farms,  and  some  time  ago 
when  he  wanted  a  Ihrm,  he  thought  of  goins  to  Irehind.  which 
he  beHered  was  as  mudi  in  want  of  capital  as  Engkna.  But 
he  could  not  go  to  Ireland  if  he  had  no  secnritr  for  his  monej 
and  his  life.  He  wished  he  could  have  seen  Ireland  padfieo^ 
bnt  it  was  not  the  ease.  The  dergr,  by  making  so  many  dis- 
sentersj  had,  with  the  Roman  Catholics,  succeeded  in  dises- 
tablishmg  the  Irish  Church,  and  in  a  few  years  they  would  dis- 
establish the  English  Church  (uproar). 

Mr.  Daw  said  unfortunatelv  tiiev  were  drifting  into  a  dis- 
cussion that  was  wiwly  prohibited  by  the  rules  of  the  Society. 
There  was,  he  though^  only  one  political  agricultural  societf 
in  England,  and  that  was  in  the  naghbouxing  parish  of  Wood- 
bury. He  was  afraid  the  political  fever  was  very  prevalent, 
and  that  thev  at  Sowton  had  caught  the  infection.  He  had 
known  Mr.  Roach  for  many  veara,  and  no  one  could  know  him 
without  appreciating  him.  He  had  also  known  Mr.  Sanders 
fbr  many  years,  and  he  could  say  the  same  of  him.  Mr  Roach, 
in  his  ust  speech,  stepped  a  little  out  of  the  way,  no  doubt 
nnintentioniQly — ^he  ought  to  have  been  at  Woodbury,  and 
then  he  would  have  been  all  right.  Mr.  Sanders,  he  was  sutgl 
meant  nothingmore  than  to  check  what  was  dangerous,  and 
what  he  (Mr.  Daw)  remembered  was  the  means  at  one  time 
of  breaking  up  their  association.  The  sulgect  which  Mr. 
Roach  had  broached  was  a  fur  one  for  discussion ;  but  that 
was  not  the  place  for  it.  If  he  would  start  the  subject  at  the 
Chamber  of  Aflrricolture,  there  were  msny  points  on  which  he 
would  support  mm.  He  bened  to  suggest  that  Mr.  Roach 
should  bring  forward  the  suigect  at  the  neat  meeting  of  the 
Chamber  of  Agriculture. 

Mr.  KimrAWAT  would  repeat  what  he  had  said  before  at  a 
similar  meetmg,  that  their  member  ought  to  come  there  to 
listen,  and  not  to  talk,  in  order  that  he  might  go  away  better 
fitted  to  represent  them. 

Mr.  Roach  :  But  you  wouldn*t  hear  me  just  now. 

Mr.  KiiriTAWAT:  With  regard  to  Mr.  Roach,  he  felt  as 
Chairman  he  was  bound  by  the  rules  of  the  Society,  and  there- 
fore he  hoped  Mr.  Roach  would  not  think  he  meant  to  offend 
him  when  ne  interposed.  But  he  felt  stroni^ly  what  Mr.  Daw 
said  about  the  importance  of  leaving  politics  to  Woodbury, 
because  it  was  important  to  preserve  the  harmony  of  these 
meetings.  Still,  tie  was  fu>  from  wishing  that  grievances 
should  be  bottled  up.  [Mr.  Roach  :  That's  meT]  How- 
ever, there  were  many  siuqects  of  a  semi-political  character 
which  th^  might  furly  go  into,  while  others  which  were 
dearly  poHtical  were  best  omitted  at  these  meetings.  It  was 
impossiole  at  convivial  gatherings  to  go  into  matters  which 
required  to  be  looked  at  in  so  many  different  ways,  as  those 
questions  of  the  tenure  of  land  and  security  for  tenant* a 
capital.  As  Mr.  Daw  had  said,  the  right  place  for  them  was 
the  Chamber  of  Agriculture,  and  he  hopea  that  those  whom 
he  saw  around  him  would  attend  and  take  part  in  the  dis- 
coBsions  of  the  Chamber  more  frequently  thim  they  were  in 
the  habit  of  doinr.  It  was  impossible  to  arrive  at  what  was 
the  true  state  of  feeling  between  landlord  and  tenant  without 
those  r 
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THE    SCOTTISH    OHAMBEE    OP    AGBICULTUBE. 


A  general  meeting  wu  held  in  fidmbnigh,  Mr.  Wilioo, 
Edingtou  Mains,  the  retiring  pretident,  in  the  ehair. 

The  following  letter  of  apology  was  read : 

«*  Bnicklay  Castle,  Aberdeenshire,  12th  Nov.,  1870. 

'*  Dear  Sir, — I  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  attend 
the  meeting  of  the  Chamber  of  Agricaltnre  on  the  16th  inst., 
particularly  being  one  of  those  membeci  who  hare  been  sent 
to  the  House  of  Commons  in  order  to  farther  the  eanse  of 


Qame-law  reform,  and  hare  been  attempting  that  uphill  task 
with  Tery  little  snoeess.     I  earnestly  trust  and  espeet  that  the 


result  of  the  discussion  will  be  to  unite  the  (armen  of  Scot- 
land in  fa? our  of  some  substantial  instalment  of  reform.  The 
prevailing  feeling  of  Parliament,  as  brought  out  by  the  discus- 
sions and  divisions  of  the  last  four  years,  seems  to  indicate  a 
sense  of  the  necessity  of  doins  something  coupled  with  an 
earnest  effort  to  do  nothing.  But  were  Game-law  reformers 
united  in  favour  of  some  one  measure,  no  Government,  how- 
ever strong,  could  long  withstand  the  pressure.  With  these 
views,  althoQgh  responsible,  along  with  the  members  for  Lin- 
lithgow and  Pumbarton,  for  a  particular  scheme,  I  have  never 
i  any  inconsistenqr  in  giving  a  helping  hand  also  to  the 


[  of  Mr.  Loch.  Personallv,  I  hare  no  objection  to  see 
L  measures  carried ;  hot  it  is  pLun  that  to  mix  up  the  ques- 
tion of  contract  with  that  of  Uie  Game-laws  is  to  invite  necoless 
opposition,  and  to  render  the  hope  of  success  of  such  a  mea- 
sure, or  of  any  measure,  exceedingly  small.  The  proposed  ex- 
clusion of  hares  and  rabbits  from  the  list  of  game  has  many 
advantages.  It  interferes  in  no  way  with  existing  bannins, 
nor  introduces  strife  between  the  parties  to  them.  Yet  it 
secures  an  effectual  protection  to  any  tenant,  under  whatever 
terms  of  lease,  as  any  undue  increase  of  ground  game  under 
special  clauses  will  be  cleared  off  by  the  professional  poacher 
(if  the  term  can  any  longer  be  applied).  As  to  the  allegation  that 
farmers  will  suffer  so  much  from  trespassers  that  they  will  de- 
mand a  stringent  Trespass  Act^  it  has  been  well  said  that  it  is 
not  the  Game-laws  which  secure  our  Umds  from  trespassers. 
They  create  trespass  by  creating  the  occasion  and  temptation, 
and  were  hares  and  rabbits  eoEempted  from  their  operation,  we 
might  as  soon  expect  to  hear  farmers  complain  of  trespassers 
in  search  of  larks^  and  plovers*  eggs  as  of  the  damage  done 
by  persons  hunting  g^round  game.  The  present  law  of  tres- 
pass is  sufficiently  stringent  to  keep  off  common  trespassers, 
which  is  all  that  is  required-  I  look  upon  the  proposed  Go- 
vernment Bill — and  it  u  generally  regarded  in  Aberdeenshire 
by  those  chiefly  interested — as  practiailly  a  measure  for  facili- 
tating law>8uits  between  landlord  and  tenant,  and  conferring 
no  right  on  the  tenant  which  he  does  not  already  possess  under 
the  common  law  of  the  land. — ^Yours  sincerely, 

"Wk.  D.  roRDTci.»» 

The  SxcRBTUiT,  Mr.  B.  Curror,  read  the  report  of  the 
Counties*  Committee  in  regard  to  the  election  of  president  and 
other  office-bearers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  GooDLiT  (Bolsham)  then  moved  that  Mr.  Soot  Skir- 
ving  be  nof  elected  as  president,  as  in  the  present  drcum- 
stances  it  was  advisable  that  the  president  should  not  be  a 
party-man,  but  a  man  read^  to  treat  all  parties  alike.  His  ob- 
jection to  Mr.  Soot  Skirving  was  that  last  year,  after  a  vote 
that  terminated  &vourably  to  the  views  he  (Mr.  Skirving) 
adopted,  he  stated  that  he  had  been  ridden  over  a  good  whue 
by  tne  party  opposed  to  him,  but  that  that  should  be  done  no 
longer,  as  now  that  he  had  got  hold  of  the  reins  he  would 
ride  over  them.  A  man  who  would  jrive  expression  to  senti- 
ments like  these  was  not,  in  his  (Mr.  Qoodletrs)  opinion,  fit  to 
be  the  chairman  of  that  Chamber. 

Mr.  Alixandee  moved  that  the  reoommiendations  of  the 
committee  be  homologated. 

Mr.  A.  £.  Mackicioht,  advocate,  beoged  to  seoond  Mr. 
Goodlef  s  motion.  Mr.  Scot  Skirving  wis,  m  said,  well-known 
to  be  extremely  mixed  up  with  a  well-known  political  part|r  in 
this  country.  Had  Mr.  Scot  Skirving  been  there  simply  as  an 
agriculturistw  and  put  forward  his  views  in  discussion  simply 
as  an  agriculturist,  he  (Mr.  Macknight)  would  hare  been  very 
happy  to  have  seen  him  chairman  of  that  Chamber.  But  as 
he  was  such  a  violent  parti8an~(Cries  of  **  Oh,  oh**). 


The  Chairkah  :  I  must  inaist  upon  your  vritkdnwal  of 
that  expression. 

Mr.  Mackniobt  said :  Well,  m  he  vras  mch  an  exticsu 
partisan,  he  (Mr.  Macknight)  did  not  think  that,  oonsidenic 
the  matters  likely  to  come  before  the  Chamber,  tlie  pcoposei 
appointment  was  a  proper  our. 

The  Chairman  said  that  that  was  an  exeeedingly  oa- 
pleasant  discussion,  and  he  deprecated  its  taking  pUoe.  He 
thought  that  thinss  had  been  said  about  the  Ccnmties*  Cen- 
mittee  which  shouM  not  have  been  said.  How  vna  the  ben- 
ness  of  that  association  to  be  earned  on,  ualeea  the  husinoi 
was  prepared  for  them  by  the  parties  elected  for  tbnft  pnrpeie 
by  themselves  ?  Their  Counties'  Committee  had  nade  a  s^- 
gcstion  to  them  that  day.  Their  practice  hitkeito  had  been  to 
act  on  that  suggestion,  and  he  simpiv  ventured  to  make  the 
suggestion  that  tbqr  would  not  on  that  oeeaaion  dcput  Snm 
that  pnctice.  They  had  no  warrant  for  saying  that  the  eon- 
mittee  was  doing  the  business.  Then  if  th^  were  to  hare  ia 
the  chair  some  man  whose  politics  wen  ao  diluted  that  bs 
could  have  no  precise  views  on  anything,  thej  vroeU  ncA  frt 
onvery  welL 

Mr.  HAsnR  (Snawden)  was  one  of  thoee  who  diieredveij 
strongly  from  Mr.  Scot  Skirving,  and  he  thongbt  it  vras  a- 
tremely  unfortunate  that  th^  should  make  the  qoesliea  s 
politiol  question.  He  thought  that  under  the  ctrcBmstaaesi 
the  Chamber  had  done  risht  in  adoptug  Mr.  Seat  Skirving  ■ 
its  president  for  the  ensuing  year.  If  they  should  aet  upon  a 
different  principle  than  the  one  foUowed  on  that  and  all  pi«- 
vious  occasions,  be  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  thej  weald 
get  into  hot  water. 

Mr.  Shxfhsid  (Gleshomie)  thought  that  after  the  expres- 
sion of  opinion  that  had  taken  place,  Mr.  Goodkt  wonld  vey 
probably  allow  his  motion  to  be  withdnwn. 

Mr.  QOODLIT  said  he  could  now  withdraw  his  notion  only 
with  the  consent  of  his  seconder,  and  however  nnwilliag  he 
might  be  take  any  step  to  mix  up  polities  with  the  present  dis- 
cussion, he  eonld  not  help  thinking  that  the  appointaseat  ef 
Mr.  Scot  Skirving  on  the  present  occasion  waa  an  net  which 
that  Chamber  should  have  avoided. 

Mr.  Albzaxsul  here  pressed  his  motion. 

Mr.  BxTHum  (Blebo)  strongly  olijected  to  the  intmdaetaon 
of  political  and  ecclesiastical  questions  into  the  Chamber. 
Then,  as  regarded  Mr.  Goodlefs  speech,  he  (Mr.  Bethane) 
wouldlike  to  know  if  Mr.  Goodlet  wanted  a  lot  of  asset  in  the 
chair;  they  wanted  clever,  able  men,  who  had  braiaa  assong 
other  things. 

Mr.  Clat  here  moved  the  approval  of  the  vrhole  of  Ae 
recommendations  of  the  committM,  as  the  proper  eonrse  to  be 
then  followed. 

Mr.  M^IiAaAK,  M.f.,  seconded  the  motion.  He  did  not 
think,  however,  that  Mr.  Goodlet  had  in  his  speech  mentioBed 
the  words  political  and  ecdesiasticaL  Mr.  Goodlet  had  al- 
luded simply  to  the  appearance  made  by  Mr.  Soot  Skirring  at 
that  time  Ust  year.  JBut  now,  as  Mr.  Goodlet  had  ei>jinsssil 
his  opinion  on  the  principle,  he  hoped  he  wonld  not  eontinne  to 
press  his  motion  upon  the  meeting. 

Mr.  GooDLiT  said  that,  after  the  opinion  thnt  had  hem 
expressed  by  the  meetinc,  he  shoold  be  quite  wilhnr— 
having  got  the  consent  of  his  seconder— to  vrithdraw  his 


The  recommendations  of  the  oommittee  were  then  held  as 
adopted. 

Mr.  Loch,  M.P.,  said  he  was  not  goixig  to  waate  tone  in 
makinff  general  observations  on  the  sulgect  of  the  Game- 
laws,  because  he  was  quite  sure  that  there  waa  no  one 
in  that  room  who  did  not  feel  as  strongly  as  he  eonld  do 
how  full  of  mischief  and  injustice  vrere  tee  effeets  of  the 
Game-laws.  He  was  quite  sun  at  the  saase  tisse  thst 
there  was  not  one  present  who  did  not  intend  to  nee  his  best 
endeavours,  by  means  of  proper  diseession,  to  proeare  the  re- 
moval of  thow  evils.  But,  while  that  was  so,  there  vrere  many 
differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  assehore- 
tion  of  Uie  evils  should  take  piece,  and  it  vras  more  partienlariy 
with  reference  to  that  point  that  he  now  sought  to  eonmlt  the 
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Chamber.  There  eonld  be  no  doabt  that  the  qneition  was  now 
lafferinjg  a  gieat  prtgndioe  in  the  public  mind  and  in  Parlia- 
ment in  oonnqnenee  of  tboie  differences  of  opinion  (Hear, 
bear) .    He  thought,  therefine,  that  if  they  could  by  any  means 
ahow  Parliament  that  the  pconle  were  not  to  diveigent  ai  was 
imagined,  the  eaoee  in  naod  would  make  mnch  greater  pro- 
peat.   He  me  an  example  in  hb  own  caee,  and  explained  that 
he  had  withdrawn  his  bill  at  the  end  of  last  session,  after  the 
Lord  AdToeate  had  withdrawn  his,  and  without  making  any 
remarks  on  either  his  own  bill  or  the  bill  of  the  Lord  Ad?  ocate 
— ^becaose,  in  the  flnt  pbce,  it  oeeurred  to  him  that  the  House 
bad  been  wearied  out  by  the  Tiriety  of  desnltorr  discussions  on 
different    plans;   and    because,    seoondly,   he   couU   not, 
in    the    state   he   was,  declare  that  his  bill  had  met  with 
TeiT     general     approTal     from     the    agricultural    bodies 
of  SootUnd.     For  instance,  his  friend  Mr.  M'Lagan  would 
at   onee  deny   that,  although  he  (Mr.  Loch)  had  received 
large  assurances  of  it.     That  bemff  so,  he  had  thought 
it    better   to   postpone   the    discussion  till  after  he    had 
pat  himself  in  communication  with  bodies  like  that  of  the 
Chamber,  in  order  that  they  might  arriTC  at  some  one  manner 
of  dealing  with  the  question,  so  as  to  avoid  that  disadTantsge. 
There  had  been,  he  went  on  to  say«  no  less  than  six  measures 
on  the  Game-laws  before  Parliament  during  the  last  session, 
and  under  those  circumstances  they  could  not  be  surprised  that 
Parliament  was  a  little  at  a  loss  to  know  what  was  the  real 
mind  of  the  people  of  Scotland  on  the  subject,  because  the  pro- 
moters of  all  the  bills  claimed  to  represent  certain  sections  of 
the  people.    Before  explaining  the  provisions  of  his  own  bill, 
which  had  been  so  little  understood,  he  would  shortly  allude  to 
one  or  two  of  the  other  measures  before  Parliament,  in  order 
to  show  why  it  was  that  he  did  not  support  the  measures 
already  before  it.    The  first  measure,  it  was  his  dutv  to  con- 
sider in  the  session  of  1869  was  the  one  introduced  by  his 
friend  Mr.  M'Lagan,  the  leading  principle  of  which  was  to  put 
an  end  to  the  protection  now  given  by  the  Ghune-Uws  to  Uiose 
two  animals— the  hare  and  the  rabbit— and  that  was,  in  the 
views  of  many,  a  good  means  of  dealing  with  the  question. 
Bat  it  appeared  to  nim  (Mr.  Loch)  that  the  measure  was  open 
to  one  or  two  serious  omections.    His  leading  objection  was 
that  it  would  not  pUce  the  remedy  of  the  evils  in  the  hands  of 
those  who  snfferea  by  them,  but  in  other  hands  with  wfaidi 
they  could  have  no  sympathy— namely,  into  the  hands  of  the 
poachers.    But  then,  too,  it  was  a  measure  which,  in  the  ex- 
tent of  the  remedy  to  be  afforded,  was  not  proportionate  to  the 
evil  complained  of.  It  would  equally  apply  to  estates  on  which 
game  was  not  preserved  as  to  eitates  on  which  there  was  the 
greatest  over-stockin|f  of  game.    It  would  also  be  open  to  this 
other  objection,  that  it  would  not  in  Cset  amend  the  relations 
at  all  as  existing  between  landlord  and  tenant.    It  would  leave 
it  open  to  the  landlord  to  make  anv  terms  in  regard  to  the 
hares  and  rabbits  on  his  farm  he  should  see  fit ;  he  might 
equally  then  as  now  bind  the  tenant  down  not  onl^  to  abstain, 
himself  and  the  senants,  from  destroying  those  animals,  but  to 
use  his  best  endeavours  to  prohibit  otlwrs.     It  thereforo  ap- 
peared to  him  (Mr.  Loch)  tnat  the  thing  to  do  was  to,  if  pos- 
sible, place  in  the  hands  of  the  tenant-former  full  power  to 
deal  with  the  evil  for  himself,  and  to  apply  it  in  Uiose  cases  in 
which  in  his  view  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  remedy.    But  he 
had  yet  another  objection  to  Mr.  M'Lagan's  bill— it  was  the 
feeling,  which  the  Chamber  would  judge  for  themselves,  that 
had  he  been  a  tenant-farmer  of  Scotland,  he  should  rather 
have  disliked  to  have  escaped  that  evil  by  any  back-door 
such  as  that    He  would  rather  that  he  himself  should  be 
put  upon  an  eoual  footing  with  the  landbrd  with  regard 
to  the  killing  of  the  hares  and  rabbite  on  his  farm.     Then, 
in  regard  to  Mr.  Taylor's  bill  for  the  total  abolition  of 
the  laws,  his  first  olgection  was  ^at  it  was  impossible  of 
accomplishment,  and  that  it  would  be  better  to  seek  for  an 
alteration  of  the  laws.    If  they  were  to  do  away  with  the 
Game-hiws,  every  tenant  of  the  country  would  be  exposed  to 
dangers  in  the  way  of  trespassing  from  which  it  would  be  not 
in  the  power  of  nis  landlord  to  protect  him.    All  who  were 
acquainted  with  the  subject,  too,  would  know  how  impossible 
was  the  work  of  drawing  up  a  general  law  of  trespass.    The 
Game-laws,  on  the  contrary,  were  laws  on  trespass  directed 
against  persons  having  particular  otijects  in  view.    Those, 
then,  were  the  views  by  which  he  was  actuated  when  he 
originally  sat  down  to  ti^  and  frame  a  Bill  havins  those 
things  in  view ;  and  he  might  add  that,  after  having  had  ex- 


perience BOW  during  the  best  part  of  his  life  with  fiumers  in 
Scotland  and  in  England,  he  ud  not  fed  himself  entirely  un- 
fitted to  deal  with  a  question  such  as  that,  however  difficult  it 
might  be.  Therefore  he  had  thought  he  should  propose  a 
soheme  whieh  might  possibly  meet  the  evils  of  which  oom- 
nhunt  had  been  made.  He  had  confined  his  Bill  to  Scotland 
lor  several  reasons,  because  it  was  more  felt  in  Scotland  than 
in  England,  and  more  easily,  therefore,  dealt  with.  It  was 
more  felt,  because  in  the  lease  made  with  his  landlord  for  19 
years,  he  was  exposed  for  all  that  time  to  evils  arising  from 
various  eireumstanoes,  over  which  he  could  have  exercised  no 
foresight  at  the  time  he  entered  into  the  lease,  and  the  only 
remedy  was  to  bring  an  action  against  his  Undlord.  He 
(Mr.  Loch)  conld  not  conceive  a  greater  evil  to  the  tenant 
than  to  be  forced  to  such  a  remedy.  He  thought  he  might 
sum  up  in  those  fisw  words  the  objection  he  had  to  the  Lord- 
Advocate's  Bill.  He  did  not  think  a  worse  measure  could 
have  been  proposed ;  and  so  strongly  had  he  felt  that  on  his 
first  hearing  the  Bill,  that  he  had  at  once  Ubled  a  motion  in 
the  House  of  his  intention  to  move  ite  r^ection.  He  felt 
strongly  that  it  was  a  measure  which  ought  not  to  seem  to  be 
dealt  with  for  a  single  moment.  He  would  not  occupy  the 
time  of  the  Chamber  by  going  into  the  clauses  of  the  Bill, 
because  he  thooght  thw  might  be  prettv  sure  of  tliis— that 
whatever  intention  the  Government  might  have  in  regard  to 
that  question,  they  weie  not  likely  to  make  so  great  a  misteke 
as  again  to  propose  so  absurd  a  Bill.  Mr.  Loch  then  entered 
upon  his  own  Bill— he  confessed,  with  a  little  anxiety,  though 
not  because  he  had  not  perfect  confidence  as  to  the  soundness 
of  the  principle  upon  which  the  Bill  was  founded ;  for  he  had 
laboured  anxiously  over  it  for  the  last  two  years,  and  he  had 
during  that  time  been  receiving  many  assurances  of  the  pro- 
gress it  had  been  making  in  the  public  nund.  The  leading 
principle  of  his  own  Bill  was  that  it  should  be  pkced  in  the 
nands  of  the  tenant-farmers  themselves  to  deal  with  that  neat 
evil— that  they  should  be  given  power  and  authority  aueh  as 


to  enable  them  at  all  times,  if  any  increase  of  game 
take  pUoe  injurious  to  their  farms,  to  put  down  the  numben 
of  the  game  of  their  own  free  will.  Kow,  if  he  had  stopped 
there,  he  should  have  been  guilty  of  the  same  sort  of  deaUng 
which  was  conspienons  in  Lord  Elcho's  Bill  a  year  or  two  ago, 
and  in  the  Lord  Advocate's  Bill  of  h»t  session— namely, 
giving  a  power  which  might  be  withdrawn  by  a  forced 
agreement  between  tlie  kndlord  and  tenant.  It  therefore 
became  necessary  to  make  the  power  given  a  power  of  which 
the  tenant  could  not  be  divested  or  divest  himself.  He 
(Mr.  Loch)  had  been  aocused  of  havii^  been  guilty  of 
immondity  in  making  such  a  proposal,  and  of  flying  in  the 
fiu;e  of  the  kws  on  which  property  in  this  country  is  r^gn- 
lated.  in  proposing  that  there  should  be  any  restriction  placed 
on  toe  power  of  regulation  as  between  landlord  and  tenant 
That  accusation  came  rather  in  the  first  instance  from  those 
who  desired  to  cast  a  slur  upon  what  was  proposed, 
and  it  would  have  surprised  him  if  thev  had  obtained  any 
general  support  from  those  on  whose  opinions  he 
generally  desind  to  act  General  opinions  from  those  persona 
and  bodies  had  been  recently  expressed  to  him  as  coming 
ronnd  to  theprineiple  he  had  just  spoken  of.  He  then  went 
back  to  his  bul  of  last  year,  on  which,  he  said,  he  had  effected 
certain  alterations  required  to  preserve  his  measure  from  mis- 
understanding and  misrepresentation,  but  not  chaoging  it  in 
the  least  The  third  dause,  which  is  the  first  important 
clause  in  the  bill,  was  as  CdIIows  :  *'  From  and  after  the  passing 
of  this  Act,  it  shall  be  kwfnl  for  an^  tenant,  by  himself  or 
any  person  employed  by  him  and  havms  his  authority  and 
permission,  to  kill  and  take  hares  and  nobite  on  the  lands  oc- 
cupied by  him,  aulgeot  to  the  provisions  hereinafter  contained, 
and  to  have  in  his  custody  or  possession  hares  and  nbbite  so 
killed  or  teJcen."  Well,  ttiose  provisions  were  to  this  effect : 
**  Any  tenant  holding  under  a  lease  existing  at  the  passing  of 
this  j^et,  in  which  the  right  to  kill  harm  or  rabbite  is  reserved 
to  his  lessor,  may  give  notice  in  writing  to  his  lessor  tliat  he 
intends,  under  the  provisioos  of  this  Act  to  kill  and  take 
haras  and  rabbits,  or  either  of  them,  upon  the  knds  occupied 
by  him,  and  upon  such  notice  being  given,  and  upon  payment 
by  such  tenant  to  his  lessor,  during  the  term  or  cnrrenqr  of 
such  lease,  of  such  annual  stipulated  abatement  or  allowance 
from  the  rent,  if  any,  as  may  have  been  expressed  in  such 
lease  in  consideration  of  the  reservation  therein  by  the  lessor 
of  the  right  to  kill  haies  or  mbbitsy  or  where  no  stipohited 
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abatement  or  allowaBoe  from  the  rmt  is  profided  b^  nch 
leaM,  upon  payment  by  sach  tenant  to  hia  lenor  dormg  the 
tenn  or  carreney  of  inch  leaae,  of  aneh  oompeniation,  if  any, 
as  may  be  a^ecd  on  or  maybe  fixed  by  a  Talnator,  to  be  named 
by  the  Sheriff  on  the  appheation  of  the  lessor  or  the  tenant, 
it  shall  be  lawfol  for  snch  tenant  to  kill  and  take  hares  and 
nbbits  as  provided  by  this  Aet.*'  Now  there  were,  oC  oonrse, 
two  ways  open  to  one  in  dealing  with  that  question — either  to 
postpone  the  operation  of  the  powers  conferred  npon  the  tenant 
until  the  expiry  of  the  term  of  his  existing  lease,  or  to  make 
them  operate  at  once  npon  compensation,  or  rather  npon  resti- 
tution by  the  tenant  of  any  amonnt,  in  consideration  of  which 
he  might  have  held  his  farm,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  de- 

S lived  of  that  power.  It  had  appeared  to  him  that  there  could 
B  no  doubt  as  to  the  way  which  should  be  taken.  To  have 
postponed  the  operation  of  the  powers  till  the  expiiy  of  the 
lease  would  have  conferred  the  power  on  fanners  whose  lease 
earliest  expired,  to  the  disadvantage  of  neighbours  whose 
leases  had  yet  years  to  run.  And  that  there  could  be  no  ob- 
jection to  the  second  course  was  dear  upon  principle,  and  from 
the  course  the  Legislature  took  every  vear  in  dealing  with  the 
rights  of  property,  when  public  considerations  were  involved. 
Well,  then,  as  regarded  making  the  power  an  inalienable 
power,  and  of  which  the  tenants  could  not  divest  themsdves, 
that  was  to  be  found  in  the  4th  clause,  which  was  as  follows : 
"  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  lessor  or  tenant  after  the 
passing  of  this  Act,  by  anv  lease  or  agrreement  between  them, 
verbal  or  written,  or  otherwise,  to  divest  or  deprive  such 
tenant  of  the  power  to  Idll  and  take  hares  and  rabbits  by  this 
Act  conferred  on  him,  or  to  restrict  him  in  the  exercise  of  that 
power ;  and  any  lease  or  agreement  entered  into  or  made  in 
contravention  of  this  section  shall  be  void  and  of  no  force  or 
effect.**  That  was  the  clause  to  which  it  was  objected  as  in- 
terfering with  the  rights  of  property.  That  the  law  did  inter- 
fere with  those  rights  in  many  ways  Mr.  Lodi  went  on  to 
show  by  instancing  the  legislation  of  the  law  as  to  real  pro- 

eirty,  the  Truck  Acts,  the  usar^  laws,  and  other  laws, 
e  might  multiplv  examples  if  that  were  necessary. 
But  he  had  another  reason  for  proposing  to  make 
that  power  inalienable,  and  it  was  this,  that  many  instances 
oonld  be  given  of  tenant-farmers  who  had  complained  bitterly 
of  over-preservation  on  the  pari  of  their  landloras  as  injurious 
to  their  ferms,  and  who,  when  the  power  requested  had  been 
given  them,  became  in  tiidr  turn  arrant  preserven— so  much 
so,  indeed,  that  the^  in  their  turn  became  the  subgecta  of  com- 
plaint by  their  neighbours.  Therefore  it  was  that  he  had 
thought  neoessaiy  that  corresponding  liability  which  his 
friend  Mr.  M'Lagan  once  told  him  was  pure  nonsense.  How- 
ever he  was  quite  satisfied  that,  practi<»lly,  there  could  be  no 
more  difficulty  in  enforcing  such  a  clause  than  there  would  be 
in  enfordng  any  other  dause  in  regard  to  destruetion  effected 
by  those  creatures  when  too  numerous.  The  sixth  clause  was 
to  this  effect,  that  in  oases  of  compensation  for  damage  caused 
by  undue  number  of  hares  and  rabbits,  a  summary  petition 
must  be  made  to  the  sheriff,  who  should  dedde.  He  could 
not  aee  anv  grounds  for  alleging  that  that  would  introduce  bad 
relations  between  landlord  and  tenant ;  while  it  was  known 
that  the  present  Uws  did  produce  them.  The  feet  that  both 
landlord  and  tenant  would  be  put  upon  an  equal  footing  would 
be  more  likelv  to  produce  manly  relations  between  them,  and 
it  did  not  follow  that  the  tenant  would  exercise  the  power 
pven  to  him  obnoxiously  to  his  landlord.  He  did  not'know 
that  he  could  make  the  matter  much  dearer  in  regard  to  lus 
intentions  in  making  that  dause.  He  would  only  refer  to  a 
letter  which  appeared  in  the  Norik  British  AarieulturiH  the 
previous  week,  reflecting  on  his  4th  dause,  and  for  the  reason 
that  if  a  tenant  should  agree  to  an  arrangement  with  the  land- 
lord in  spite  of  the  clause,  the  tenant  might,  after  spending 
money  in  improving  his  farm,  and  upon  kilfing  hares  and  rab- 
bite  on  his  farm,  be  turned  out  on  the  ground  of  his  having 
no  lease.  The  writer  of  the  letter,  Mr.  Loch  said,  had  entirely 
misapprehended  that  clause.  It  was  not  upon  killing  the 
hares  and  rabbits  that  the  farmer  would  lose  the  lease,  but  the 
lease  would  never  be  a  lease.  Then  he  always  supposed  that 
a  former  in  making  a  lease  would  always  act  with  the  advice 
of  his  legal  adviser,  who  would  certainly  say  to  him  that  such 
a  lease  was  no  lease  at  all.  He  knew  how  imperfectly  on  such 
an  occasion  he  could  explain  such  a  subject  as  that,  bnt  he  had 
been  actuated  with  one  motive— the  desire  to  bring  to  an  end 
tbetteteofthin^whidiaQwhddia  ngaid  to  Hie  question, 


and  that  the  Chamber  night  be  brongfal  to  give  nehtlBa. 
sion  upon  it  as  would  not  eanae  tiie  queation  to  1«begndeil• 
stead  of  to  advance. 

The  Chairiun  was  sure  thai  the  Chamber,  witiiott  gifiog 
any  exprearion  of  opinion  for  or  against  Mr.  Loeh*s  bmbhi^ 
would  join  him  in  giving  to  that  gentleman  a  hearty  vote «( 
thanln. 

BCr.  Shsphbbd  asked  Mr.  Loch  if  he  considered  M\ 
tenant  who  should,  notwithstanding  the  bill,  make  a  praaue 
to  his  lanAord  not  to  kill  the  game,  was  bound  to  ucp  b 
promise. 

Mr.  Loch  should  eonemve  that  a  tenant  eoaU  nsb  uy 
terms  he  chose  with  his  landlord,  and  if  he  made  that  prone 
he  was  bound  in  honour  to  adhere  to  it.  But  then  they  nt 
remember  the  counter-liability  which  he  was  under  to  to 
neighbour  for  damage  that  might  be  done  to  hit  seicli- 
hour's  fhrm  by  over-preserving,  imd  the  diffleolty  wodd  n|U 
itself.  Then  thev  must  look  as  the  effeete  of  a  nessoR  sfoi 
a  broad  view,  and  in  a  general  and  larse  view. 

Mr.  WLkQUX  expressed  the  gratilleation  with  wbkh  be 
had  listened  to  Mr.  Loch's  expUnation  of  the  pnm«ni  d 
his  bill ;  and  he  appealed  to  Mr.  Loch  whether  be  (Hi. 
M'Lagan)  had  not  on  several  occasions  assigned  ai  i  rmoi 
for  not  bringing  forward  his  bill  the  fact  that  no  proper  oppor- 
tanity  had  been  afforded  for  having  Mr.  Lodi*s  bill  fbSr  &• 
cussed.  It  was  unfortunate  that  when  there  were  no  km 
than  six  bills  before  the  House  on  the  snbiject  Mr.  Lodi  lud 
not  got  a  single  and  separate  night  for  ito  discussioB.  He  bl 
listened  very  attentively  to  Mr.  Loeh*s  exphmation  m^aim 
his  measure,  but  he  was  bound  to  confess  tiiat  he  had  sot 
diangad  his  mind  in  regard  to  that  bilL  Thonfh  be  ificcd 
with  Mr.  Loch  in  many  thmgs  that  he  had  said,  he  tu  a 
much  as  ever  convinced  of  the  utter  futility  of  sodi  s  bill  u 
he  proposed,  and  of  ite  evasive  diaracter.  He  believed  tbt 
Mr.  Loch  was  perfecUv  sincere  in  the  oonvictions  underwhiek 
he  had  introduced  his  bill ;  but,  in  discussing  this  qsestios,  be 
had  nothing  to  do  with  his  opinions  or  Ids  motives— ill  tbit 
he  had  to  do  with  was  his  bUl.  He  agreed  witii  muh  tbit 
Mr.  Loeh  had  said  regurding  his  own  bili,  bet  he  Bort 
thoroughly  disagreed  witii  what  he  had  said  with  reprd  to 
his  (ICr.  M^Lagan's)  own  bill,  whieh  was  the  hill  of  tbe 
Chamber  (applause,  and  «'No,  no").  What  Mr.  Led  bii 
brought  forward  against  this  bill  was^tibat  it  woold  wxm^ 
poaching.  Now,  that  was  not  ao.  What  he  (Mr.  }ilM^) 
wished  to  do  was  not  to  abolish  the  Game-hws,  bat  to  tab 
hares  and  rabbits  out  of  the  game  list,  so  tiiat  sllthepiai 
and  penalties  would  continue,  and  any  man  who  went  is  pv* 
suit  of  game  with  guns  or  neto  would  be  as  mndi  nlgert  to 
the  operation  of  the  Game-laws  as  formerly.  After  notkia^ 
tiie  proceedings  which  had  taken  place  in  tiie  Chsmber  n 
connection  with  the  bill  which  he  (Mr.  M<Lagan^  had  'n^ 
duoed  into  the  House  of  Commons,  he  proceeded  to  taj  tac 
his  bill  was  considered  to  be  the  bill  of  the  Chamber  tOtiie 
opposition  bill  was  introduced.  When  he  stood  on  thefiwr, 
conceiving  as  he  did  that  he  was  the  mouthpiece  of  the  Cbaa- 
ber,  he  felt  proud  of  the  distinction,  because  he  felt  tbata 
coming  before  the  LegisUtare  of  the  land  he  was  ^^*^J^ 
opinion  of  a  body  of  practical  gentlemen  who  had  shovs  giw 
wisdom  and  moderation  in  the  framing  of  their  reaohtioBs  (• 
the  subject,  who  came  befbre  the  Legislature  in  a  thoroo^ 
independent  nuomer,  and  without  any  sdfisb  end  in  nefi 
asking  the  alteration  of  Uws  that  they  felt  were  lotos^ 
oppressive  in  their  operation  bnt  demoraHsing  in  tiieir  tesdaef ; 
and  whether  the  Scottish  Chamber  of  Agncdtore  ahoBld  ff 
should  not  prove  true  to  ite  first  love,  he  had  given  "Of^^ 
his  bill  for  next  session,  and  would  press  it  to  a  divwon.  u 
proceeding  to  critidse  the  provisions  of  the  bill  of  Mr.  wmj 
Mr.  M'Lagan  said,  in  leferenoe  to  dause  8^  riving *m«bb» 
power  to  iSll  hares  andrabbita,  tiiat  he  wmUd  have  preftim 
if  it  had  gone  the  length  of  giving  the  tenant-taafi  »J 

Sower  of  killing  not  only  hares  and  rabbity  hot  (aa  heBJ 
one  on  his  own  estate)  the  power  of  killing  slao  tw  wi«« 
game.  In  reference  to  dause  4  of  Mr.  Lo<A*8  bill,  by  »«« 
a  tenant  was  not  divested  of  tiie  right  to  kiU  hsiea  "djio- 
bite,  he  said  that  that  constitated  tiie  leading  W'^'^r 
the  bin.  He  pointed  out  tittt,notwitiistandingttep«»»»* 
that « it  should  not  be  Uwfnl  lor  any  lessor  and  tnMM^ 
the  passing  of  the  Act,  by  any  lease  or  agreement  W^J 
tiiem,  verbal  or  written,  or  otiierwise^  to  divert  ordranjewf 
tewmt  Qf  the  power  tokUl  atidt«]nhamiB4f^Utir"7^ 
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ct  conferred  on  hin,  or  to  reitriet  him  in  the  ezereiie  of 
«t  power,  and  uit  leue  or  agreement  entered  into  or  made 
oontraTention  of  thii  lection  ihall  be  Toid,  and  of  no  force 
kd  effect,'*  there  was  no  provision  as  to  preventing  the 
inging  in  of  a  third  party.  ^  It  was  evident  that  he  miffht^ 
the  first  place,  hand  over  his  right  to  kill  haree  and  raboits 
a  third  party,  who  might  then  go  and  sell  it  over  to  the 
odlord.  He  held  that  the  right  to  kill  hares  and  rabbits 
•old  not  possibly  be  inalienable  if  the  tenant  was  at  liberty 
make  over  that  right  to  a  third  paiiy,  who  might  sell  it 
ick  to  the  landlord,  f  hat  provision  bore  an  absurdity  on  the 
ce  of  it  Mr.  Loch  had  said  that  it  was  objected  to  his  bill 
lat  it  was  ezoeptioual  because  it  interferad  with  private 
>Dtracts;  and  ht  had  addaoed  many  instances,  such  as 
lose  connected  with  the  Track  mtem,  the  Irish  Land 
ill,  the  Usory  Bill,  &g.,  in  regard  to  which  the  LensU- 
ire  interfered  with  private  contracts  when  they  affected  the 
iblie  rights  of  the  oommonitf.  But  it  was  altogether 
ifferent  with  the  Game-Uws.  The  complaint  was  against  the 
rill  which  these  Uws  created.  In  the  case  of  the  Track 
eti  thsre  was  no  law  creating  such  evils  when  the  liep:islatore 
epped  in.  The  caose  of  these  evils  was  simply  the  difference 
r  condition  between  the  emplcyyers  and  employed ;  in  the 
ue  of  the  Irish  Land  Bill,  it  was  the  difference  between  the 
mdition  of  the  Irish  landlords  and  the  Irish  tenant-brmers ; 
I  the  case  of  the  Usurr  Acts,  it  was  the  difference  of  oon- 
ition  between  the  Jew  wno  lent  the  money  and  the  unfortunate 
idividaal  who  waa  under  his  screw.  Now,  let  them  take  the 
ise  of  the  Oame-laws.  Mr.  Loch  himself,  and  all  of  them, 
imitted  that  there  were  evils  created  by  these  laws;  but» 
utcsd  of  propoeing  the  amendment  or  abolition  of  these 
iwa,  Mr.  Loch  asked  Parliament  to  interfere  and  prevent 
ontncts  being  made  between  landlords  and  tenants.  Now, 
p  long  ss  thev  had  a  eanse  producing  certain  effects,  if  th^ 
id  not  abolish  or  '.amend  that  cause,  it  mattered  not  what 
ontnusts  they  mad^  the  evil  would  eontinne.  The  Chamber 
lid  that  these  evils  Iwere  found  to  be  detrimental  to  the 
iterests  of  the  community ;  and  conseqnentiy  thOT  went  to 
Im  Lsgiilatnre  and  asked  uie  Legislature  to  amend  these  Uws. 
f  they  interfered  with  private  oontracts  under  the  proposed 
ill*  he  believed  it  would  be  the  means  of  perpetaatinK  the 
nls  of  the  systeoL  At  the  hut  meeting  of  the  Chamber,  it 
^  been  resolved  that  no  measure  would  be  satisfeotory  that 
id  not  take  hares  and  rabbits  out  of  the  same  list;  and  m  the 
ttt  place,  they  held  that  there  ahonld  be  a  condition  to 
sader  any  contract  between  landlord  and  tenant  as  to  the 
reier?ation  of  hares  and  rabbits  under  a  lease  illegaL  That 
^  consistent  and  logical ;  but  if  they  abolished  contracts 
ithoat  altering  the  Game-Uwi,  they  would  do  what  was 
either  eonsisteDt  nor  kwieaL  Speaking  on  the  next  clause 
f  Mr.  Loch's  bill,  Mr.  M'li^an  said  that  under  it  the  right 
^  given  equally  to  landlords  and  tenants  to  kill  hares  and 
ibbits.  Bat,  supposing  that  a  tenant  took  a  fium,  if  there 
ftppened  to  be  any  difficulty  of  misunderstanding  arising,  the 
^t  knew  that  he  could  not  kill  the  hares  and  rabbits  nim- 
»f ;  but  he  might  get  all  the  rogues  in  the  parish  to  come 
Id  do  80.  That  wonid  have  the  enSsct  ofincreasing  the  danser 
i  collision  between  the  landlord  and  tenant,  the  evil  of  which 
■d  been  so  much  felt.  There  would  be  fer  more  ill-feeling 
lu  heart-bnming  between  them  under  Mr.  Loch's  bill  than 
lere  had  been  under  the  present  system.  He  (Mr.  M'Xjagan) 
u  prepared  to  prove  that  the  operation  of  that  bill  would 
&Te  an  immoral  effect.  Most  landlords  at  the  present  time 
«re  most  tenacious  of  their  rights,  and  especially  of  the  right 
^  ^^9  gnme.  Well,  supposing  that  a  tenant  went  to  a 
^ord  and  said  that  he  wished  to  take  a  fkrm,  and  suppodnff 
lat  there  were  fifteen  offerers  for  tiiat  farm,  the  Undlora 
^bt  ny  that  he  was  debarred  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
^°Jjraervinff  his  right  to  kill  hares  and  rabbts,  but  that  he 
oud  not  let  his  farm  to  anyone  who  would  not  pledge  himself 
namtain  the  game  as  at  present.  Thej  knew  the  stringent 
J^,  that  under  the  present  competition  for  farms,  were 
ten  ngncd  by  tenants  anxious  to  obtain  a  lease ;  some  of 
'^  in  his  opinion,  were  degrading.  In  these 
'^'"i^stanoes  a  tenant,  in  order  to  obtain  a  lease,  might  come 
itt^r  a  verbal  obligation  to  let  the  game  remain  as  it  was; 
» If  the  game  was  found  to  be  preserved  to  excess,  the  tenant 
nud  lutarally  feel  annoyed  at  the  ravages  it  would  eommit, 
^rather than  suffer  further,  he  might  exercise  the  right 
uchtheAotmfened  upon  him,  Mdwhioh  the  ludloid 


could  not  prevent  him  exorcising.  That,  he  (Mr. 
M'Lagan)  thought,  would  be  dishonourable  conduct  on 
the  part  of  the  tenant,  and  hence  the  immoral  tendency  of 
Mr.  LocVs  biU.  In  r^ard  to  tiie  5tii  daose  of  tiie  bill,  he 
(Mr.  M'Laean^  ngreed  generallv  with  Mr.  Loch.  But  as  to 
the  6th,  while  ne  did  not  rememoer  having  characterised  that 
clause  as  "  nonsense,"  he  believed  it  would  be  found  to  be 
perfectly  impracticable.  He  did  not  see  how,  in  the  event  of 
any  question  arising  as  to  damages,  it  could  be  proved  that 
hares  and  rabbits  committing  destruction  on  one  fennbcdonged 
to  the  ferm  of  an  adjoining  tenant.  If  a  hare  or  rabbit  com- 
mitted depredations  on  a  certain  farm,  it  must  be  hdd  to  be 
the  propertv  of  the  tenant  of  that  fkrm  so  long  as  it  was 
there ;  and  he  was  at  liberty  to  take  a  gun  and  shoot  it  if  he 
chose.  In  the  event  of  a  reference  'as  to  damages,  he  could 
imafpie  in  the  Sheriff  Court  a  number  of  younir,  witty 
solictors  trying  to  find  out  to  whom  the  hare  or  rabbit  tiiat 
committed  the  damage  belonged.  The  question  seemed 
to  resolve  itself  into  this  —  Given  a  hare  or  hares  that 
have  been  proved  to  destroy  a  certain  tenant's  crops,  which 
hares  powers  have  been  given  under  this  bill  to  that  tenant  to 
kill— wanted  to  prove  that  that  hare  or  these  hares  belong  not 
to  that  tenant  but  to  a  neighbouring  tenant,  and  that  neigh- 
bouring tenant  is  bound  to  pay  compensation  for  the  damage 
done  to  his  neighbour's  crop.  That  seemed  to  be 
the  question  that  would  be  nused,  and  he  thooeht  that  the 
impracticability  of  carryinff  it  into  effect  was  perfectiy  evident. 
In  short,  he  objected  to  Mr.  Loch's  bill  because  it  tampered 
with  gpod  feith  between  landlord  and  tenant,  with  the  security 
and  with  the  solidity  of  contract.  While  he  objected  to  the 
second  reading  of  the  Lord  Advocate's  bill  on  the  Gkime-laws, 
he  would  have  pleasure  in  introducing  one  clause  in  his 
lordship's  bill,  preventing  the  Undlords  from  interdicting  their 
tenants  from  snooting  hares  and  rabbits  on  their  farms — a 
danse  which  he  thought  was  certainly  a  step  in  the  ri^ht 
direction.  He  (Mr.  M*LBgan)  had  no  hesitation  in  expressing 
himself  ikvonrable  to  that  provision ;  and  he  would  be  glad  to 
introduce  it  into  his  own  oil!  next  session,  which  he  hoped 
would  be  so  improved  as  yet  to  be  regarded  as  the  bill  of  the 
Chamber. 

Mr.  GOODUST  said  he  wished  to  put  a  question  to  Mr. 
Loch  on  a  point  which  had  been  but  slightiy  touched  upon 
by  Mr.  M'ikgan.  In  the  preamble  of  Mr.  Loch's  bill  it  is 
stated  that  the  G^ame-laws  reouired  amendment  with  a  view 
to  give  relief  to  the  farmers  from  the  excessive  preservation 
of  game.  Now,  he  (Mr.  Goodlet)  could  not  see  any  pro- 
vision to  that  effect  in  the  bill.  There  was  no  doubt  a 
clause  giving  the  tenants  the  right  to  kill  hares  and  rabbits 
upon  payment  of  compensation  to  the  landlords,  whether 
these  animals  were  in  excess  or  not  on  their  ferms.  But 
suppose  a  tenant  did  not  wish  to  purchase  this  ri^ht,  or  had 
not  the  means  of  doing  so,  then  tnere  is  nothing  in  the  bill 
to  afford  relief  to  that  tenant. 

Mr.  Loch  said  his  bill  was  intended  to  come  into  operation 
at  once.  It  was  provided  that  any  tenant  holding  under 
a  lease  in  which  the  right  to  kill  hares  and  rabbits  was 
reserved  might  become  possessed  of  the  right  by  parent  of 
such  annual  sti]pulated  allowanoe  fh>m  the  rent  as  might  have 
been  expressed  in  the  lease  in  consideration  of  tiie  reservation ; 
or,  where  no  stipulated  abatement  was  mentioned  in  the  lease, 
by  payment  of  a  compensation  to  be  fixed  by  a  valuator  to  be 
appointed  by  the  sheriff. 

Thanks  were  awarded  to  Mr.  Loch  and  Mr.  M'Lagan,  and 
the  discussion  adjourned. 

Mr.  Wilson  (Edington  Mains)  then  briefly  addressed  the 
Chamber,  and  vaimted  the  chair  in  fevour  of  the  newlj[-elected 
president,  Mr.  Scot  Skirving.  who  on  taking  that  position  re- 
turned thanks  for  the  honour  conferred  upon  him. 

The  other  office-bearers  were  as  follow :  Mr.  R.  Soot  Skir- 
ving, President;  Mr.  Archibald  PaterMu,  Senior  Vice-Presi- 
dent ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Shepherd  (Gleghomie),  Junior  Vice-President 
Directors— Messrs.  George  Wilson  (HareUw) ;  George  Hope 
(Fentonbams) :  C.  Alexander  (White&ehl) ;  Adam  Skir? ing 
(Croys) ;  David  Dunn  (Baldinnies).  Auditor  and  secretary  re- 
elected. 

The  SxauTAiiT  reported  the  returns  he  had  reoeived  from 
the  different  counties  constituting  the  Counties  Committee 
for  the  ensuing  year.  He  read  the  following  report  from  Kin- 
cardineshire t 

WBi9STt  AII9  MiA«y  Bit.— In  r<|«i4  to  tho  mctrio  tft^ 
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of  weights  and  mMraret,  the  Contener  stated  that  the  Kin- 
cardineshire  Association  of  Sehoolmasten  had,  at  a  general 
meeting,  aj^prored  of  it  as  a  most  desirable  ehaag^-from 
chaos  to  nniformitj ;  and  also  on  aeoonnt  of  its  simpueitj  and 
easiness  of  aoqnirament.  It  is  alrieAdT  taaght  in  se? en  of  oar 
parish  and  denominational  schools.  The  convener,  Mr.  Taylor 
(Cnshnie),  presented  the  association  last  year  with  DowIiiw*s 
sceptic  map  of  the  metric  system,  which  has  been  handed 
from  school  to  schooL  It  is  pnblislmd  by  Keith  Johnston,  and 
he  suggested  that  the  directon  should  procure  a  copy  of  it  to 
hang  in  the  hall  of  the  Chamber.  The  Indian  OoTemment, 
under  the  governorship  of  Lord  Lawrence,  decided  to  introduce 
the  metric  system  all  over  India ;  and  if  his  lordship  is  ap- 
pointed to  the  Education  Board  in  London,  his  influence,  no 
doubt,  will  hasten  its  adoption  in  this  country  by  its  educa- 
tional institutions.  It  is  already  permissive,  and  all  that  is 
wanted  is  for  Parliament  to  make  its  adoption  compulsory.  It 
is  assuredly  coming  to  this.  Let  each  director  go  home  and 
prepare  the  way  for  it,  as  we  in  Kincardineshire  have  been 
domg  for  the  last  two  years. 

Educjltion.— What  is  most  interesting  to  farmers  here  who 
have  families,  at  the  present  time,  is  to  obtain  in  the  coming 
Education  BUlof  neztteisiun  providing  for  establishing  inter- 
mediate schools  in  rural  districts,  corresponding  to  academies 
or  grammar  schools  in  our  larger  towns.  Wherever  there 
is  a  sufficient  population  of  say  3,000  existing,  parochial  and 
denominatiopal  schools  should  be  consolidated  with  division 
of  work.  In  this  county,  forty  miles  in  length,  there  is  not 
a  single  school  above  the  rank  of  a  parochial  one;  fortu- 
nately the  teachers  are  a  most  ei&cient  body  of  well  edu- 
cated, well  trained  men,  but  their  time  is  too  much  taxed  in 
teaching  A  B  C  up  to  Greek  and  Latin.  What  is  also  attract- 
ing much  attention  in  this  county  is  the  establishing  or  tech- 
nical classes  for  the  bene&t  of  young  men  who  have  left  school. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Schoolmasters'  Association  at  Laurence- 
kirk, on  Saturday  last,  with  Mr.  S.  Cook,  from  Kensington, 
the  teachers  present  expressed  their  approval  of  establishment 
of  technical  classes,  and  their  own  readiness  to  attend  classes 
for  teaching,  so  that  by  next  year  they  may  be  oertiflcated  and 
qualified  to  teach  cUsses  themselves.  The  Chamber  will,  we 
hope,  take  the  subjects  of  the  establishment  of  iutermediate 
schools  in  all  populous  rural  districts,  and  the  estabhshment  of 
technical  classes  m  every  parish  into  consideration,  and  will 
memorialise  Qovemment  that  provision  be  made  for  all 
these  three  objects  in  the  promised  Education  BUI  for 
Scotland. 

BoADR. — Our  local  road  question  has  had  much  attention 
paid  to  it  both  by  farmers  and  proprietors  during  last  year. 

Ones.— ^The  game  question  has  been  under  consideration 
of  the  Kincardineshire  Farmers'  Association,  and  there  is 
herewitii  sent  some  copies  of  the  resolutions  come  to  at  the 
last  meeting  on  10th  May,  1870,  viz. :  That  the  Game-laws 
as  they  at  present  exist  are  iniquitous  in  principle,  tyrannical 
in  administration,  and  in  all  purts  of  the  country  lead  to  in- 
crease of  local  taxation,  impoverishment  of  tenant  farmers, 
demoralisation  of  the  people,  and  debssement  of  the  aristo- 
cracy, landowners,  and  game  tenants.  That  the  bill  intro- 
duced into  the  House  of  Commons  by  the  Lord  Advocate  and 
Mr.  Bruce  will  not  mitigate  any  of  those  evils,  but  will  greatly 
add  to  the  already  tremendous  power  of  the  landlord,  by  in- 
creased inducement  to  litisation  in  the'  higher  Courts ;  and 
tiie  landlord  being  tlie  richer  party,  such  litigation,  without 
anj  limit  but  the  Court  of  last  resort,  would  often  be  more 
rum  ons  to  the  tenant  claiming  eompensstion  than  the  original 
loss ;  therefore,  this  meeting  is  of  opinion  that  the  bill  is  al- 
together unworthy  of  a  Liberal  Government,  and  ought  to  be 
opposed.  That  tenant-formers  ought  to  have  the  inalienable 
right  of  defending  their  crops  from  destruction  by  wild  ani- 
mals, whether  known  by  the  designation  of  game  or  by  any 
other  term.  That  the  Game-Uws,  as  has  been  often  shown, 
are  a  fertile  source  of  crime,  pauperism,  and  increase  of  local 
taxation.  By  a  Parliamentary  return  for  1869,  there  appear 
to  have  been  10,346  convictions  under  these  laws  in  England 
and  Wales  alone,  which  must  have  been  the  cause  of  reducing 
at  least  20,000  individuals  to  pauperism,  to  be  supported  at 
the  public  expense ;  and  in  a  previous  period  of  ten  years  there 
were  4A  convictions  of  homicide  and  murder  arising  fh>m 
Sf?''*^J?  these  Uws  representing  68  Uveslost;  therefore, 
thismecAof  isofopmionthat  the  Qaaw^awa  ought  tote 


oppressive,  and  more  in  aomiias 
That  a  liberal  Govennent,  fnUj 


sangninary,  less 
with  the  spirit  of  the  age. 
aware  of  tne  deplorable  amoaat  of  panpensm,  lioi 
murder  caused  by  the  Game-laws  in  jSngboad  and  Wsles,  nd 


also  of  thai 


laeetraetion  and  dMck  topradactisaof 


the  food  of  the  people,  the  impoverishiBeat  and  ruin  of  teaint- 
ikrmen,  from  tne  ravages  of  game,  ought  not  tohsvecut 
contempt  on  the  just  eomplaiats  of  the  tenant>ltfiBen  id 
people  of  Scotland  by  proposing  to  asaimilate  the  Gs^l^hvl 
of  this  country  to  those  of  E^aad.  That  Mr.  Loeb'i  kJ 
would  confer  on  tenant-formers  the  iaalicBaUe  riaht  of  de- 
ihnding  their  crops  from  destraetioa  by  haras  and  rabbits,  jio- 
▼ides  for  compensation  for  iignry  done  to  erops  fay  vernisce- 
ing  firom  neighbouring  estates,  for  trnosfer  of  sll  GssM-kt 
cases  from  the  Justices  to  Sheriff  Coorts,  for  abolitioo  of  cob:- 
lative  penalties  for  the  same  offenoe ;  and  ia  so  &r  tb 
meeting  approves  of  the  bill,  and  rreolves  to  pttitun  is 
its  fovour ;  but  it  does  not  give  protection  to  the  Up- 
land former  against  the  vast  herds  of  deer  aad  pseb  ef 
grouse  which  in  late  seasons  come  down  fross  tbs  higkr 
grounds  and  devour  their  crops,  and  in  that  and.other  reipBe^ 
might  be  amended.  That  were  fannen  enabled  to  pretset  tbeif 
crops  from  ii^uiy  by  game,  the  land  laws  amended,  the  "to 
and  evil  law"  of  hypothec  and  the  oppressive  Uw  of  dutniit 
abolished,  so  as  to  render  it  safe  for  formers  aad  thoK  vbo 
deal  with  them  to  lend  their  capital  more  liberally  to  bad- 
owners  in  the  cultivation  of  tbeir  estates,  there  is  good  tma 
to  believe  that  in  a  few  years,  instead  of  the  11  mJka 
qnarters  of  grain  now  grown  in  the  United  Kingdoo,  the  i^ 
millions  required  annually  for  ooosunption  eoaU  esalj  W 
produced  at  home.  That  seeing  almost  all  laadowaen  iir 
preparing  to  set  legislation  at  deflanoe  by  the  iaaotioB  c' 
strin^t  clauses,  new  leases  forreserratioo,  inohidiBsnbkia. 
notwithstanding  any  chaage  in  the  law  which  msy  tsksplitt, 
the  total  abolition  of  the  Game-laws,  aa  proposed  by  Mr.  l^k>r, 
Mr.  Jacob  Bright,  and  Mr.  M<Combie's  Bifi,  would  fiul  to  gm 
relief  from  the  evils  eomplained  of  unless  a  provisioa  be  iitio- 
duced  rendering  it  illogal  for  parties  to  enter  iato  oorsstrt 
for  the  reservation  of  ground  game.  That  the  bill  istndsed 
into  Parliament  by  Mr.  Hardcastle  and  Sir  Wilfrid  Lstms  u 
both  tynnnical  and  jesuiticaL  Bv  making  foxes  nm  ikr 
Highland  farmer  defending  his  ilocK  wonld  be  bissM  si  i 
felon ;  it  dedares  that  no  one  shall  be  eriminslly  pnisRtel 
for  kilUng  game,  and  in  a  subsequent  clause  makes  gsM^  I* 

J»rivate  property,  and  all  who  intermeddle  with  it  tkisici  t» 
elons.  Any  child  within  the  kingdom  who  nsj  pot  in 
hand  into  a  bird's  nest  to  break  or  take  an  ^gg,  or  scbool  hf 
who  may  catch  a  wild  nbbit  or  kill  n  tame  oaeof  kit  «n, 
would  be  liable  to  six  months'  imprisonment  with  ksid  hiw. 
or  to  a  fine  of  £90.  Therefore  this  meetiagcoasidfftk&ii 
so  absurd  as  to  be  unworthy  of  oonsidention. 

The  Forforshire  Committee  have  sent  up  the  telkiK^ 
resolution :  That  this  meeting,  viewing  with  repitt  tlie  nm- 
cessfnl  attempts  that  have  been  made  by  individosl  acnbco 
of  Parliament  to  remedy  by  legislation  the  abasei  snuf  ^ 
of  the  Game-laws,  and  having  especially  in  view  the  utter.? 
inadequate  character  of  the  proposed  Govenimeat  mmut,}: 
troduoed  by  the  Lord  Advocate,  resbhre  to  move  the  Sco(t»; 
Chamber  of  Agriculture  to  petition  Parliament  for  the  i(^ 
abolition  of  these  laws. 

The  report  from  Ayrshire  brought  up  the  nsoessitj  of  F^ 
ing  Government  to  a  satis&ctory  settlement  of  the  kypodse 
and  game  questions :  *'  but  as  there  is  little  likdihood  of  nj 
proper  solution  of  the  game  question  so  long  as  fiuaeni>( 
themselves  at  variance  m  regard  to  what  woold  be  i  np  , 
measure,  the  Chamber  might  take  steps  for  ooaveaiag  *  ^ 
ing  of  one  or  two  delegates  from  eacn  coun^  ia  Sewis^^ 
endeavour  to  come  to  a  common  uadentanduiff  on  thii  t«sb  I 
question.  , 

CoMPXirSATIOV    70B  PlRMANXlIT  IlV*^^'''^^?^    ' 

mcetiuff  were  further  of  opinion  that  the  ChaabershosU  v*! 
forward  and  discuss  the  propriety  of  having  iabodseed  ae 
Scotland  the  system  and  compensation  for  perMsasstgy^ 
meats  and  nnexhausted  manures,  Ac,  so  as  to  pmcst  am 
being  deteriorated  towards  the  dose  of  a  loaie,  tad  Uit*^ 
only  prove  beneftoial  to  landlords  aad  teaanti,  hit  she  to  I* 
whole  oommunity. 
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STBAM     CULTIVATION, 


At  a  meetuig  of  the  Wisbech  Chamber  of  Agricaltore,  Mr. 
J.  Brown  in  the  chair, 

Mr.  Isaac  BoBuraON  said :  I  submit  for  yonr  disenision 
and  better  judgment  a  few  facts  and  oonsidnations  which  I 
bn^e  been  able  to  gather  from  13  jears*  observation  of  its  pro- 
grea,  thepenisal  of  much  that  has  been  written  on  the  sabject, 
and  the  practical  eiperience  tanght  me  by  my  dailv  occopa- 
tions.  Steam  cnltivation  has  of  late  years  oocnpied  much  of 
English  thought,  capital,  mechanical  skill,  and  ingennity. 
Ihere  is  no  snbjert  eonorcted  with  agriculture  which  has  a 
greater  interes'  in  the  p^^esent  day,  because  in  the  judicious 
em|iIoyment  of  steam  in  breaking  up  the  soil,  we  look  for  that 
which  will  increase  tne  profits  of  farming,  while  it  decreases  its 
ezpcDditnre.  Por  the  progress  that  steam  has  made  in  other 
fields  of  kboor,  look  at  locomotion.  It  Is  less  than  fiflv  years 
since  George  Stephenson  opened  the  Stoekton  and  Darlington 
Bailway,  the  first  line  used  for  passenger  traffic,  and  ^ready, 
the  whole  country  is  covered  with  a  net  work  of  iron  rails,  and 
10,000  looomotiTcs  convey  goods  and  passengers  over  thousands 
of  miles  of  British  railway.  Look  at  our  workshops.  Watts' 
condensing  en^e  of  the  Ust  century  has  had  a  numerous 
pro^y.  It  IS  cakulated  that  from  180  to  200,000  steam 
ennnes  are  employed  at  present,  as  the  motive  power  of  our 
mills,  mines,  and  factories.  Look  at  onr  ports  and  rivers. 
We  have  men  among  us  who  were  alive  when  the  shrew  Yan- 
kees sneered  in  1807  at  **  Fulton's  Folly,"  as  the  first  steam- 
boat was  called.  Now  we  have  steam  vessels  innumerable, 
from  the  tiny  tugs  and  penny  boats  of  our  rivers,  to  the  noble 
Captain  (whose  loss  we  are  now  deploring),  or  the  |pgantic 
Great  Eestem;  and  our  gallant  merchant  ships  visit  "everv 
port,  and  traverse  every  ocean  of  the  globe.  We  can  idso  look 
at  our  farms.  In  1841  the  first  portable  engine  was  exhibited 
at  Liverpool  as  a  |reat  curiosity.  We  have  now  about  14,000 
thrashing  engines  m  dailv  use  amongst  us.  Such  vast  advan- 
tages having  been  gained  by  steam,  as  a  motive  power  in  other 
branches  of  industry,  it  is  no  wonder  that  attempts  were  made 
from  time  to  time  by  energetic  and  persevering  men  to  adopt 
the  new  power  to  the  cultivation  of  their  land.  1  will  men- 
tion a  few  of  the  early  pioneers.  In  1832,  Mr.  Heathcoat,  of 
Tiverton,  patented  a  set  of  steam  cultivating  machinery,  which, 
I  believe,  began  to  work  in  1884.  This  oonristed  of  an  engine 
windlass,  rope  and  anchor.  The  engine  moved  itself  alonv  one 
headland,  and  the  anchor  pulley  along  the  opposite  one,  naul- 
ing  the  plough  backwards  and  forwards  between  them.  This 
did  not  prove  a  success,  the  cause  being,  I  believe,  the  want 
of  a  better  medium  for  transmitting  power;  hemp  rope  being 
too  soon  worn  out,  and  chain  being  too  heavy.  In  1830,  a 
Mr.  M'Crae  patented  a  iiystem  similar  to  Mr.  Ueathcoat's, 
but,  being  intended  for  the  low  level  lands  of  British  Guiana, 
^here  many  fields  are  bounded  by  parallel  canals,  the  engine 
and  pulleys  were  placed  in  punts  at  opposite  ends  of  the  field, 
which  were  movea  on  as  the  work  progressed.  With  these  he 
worked  a  balance  plough,  three  ploughs  pointing  each  way, 
supported  on  a  high  pair  of  wheels,  as  in  onr  present  sys- 
tem. In  1846  Mr.  Osbom,  of  Demeura,  ploughed  with  two 
engines ;  one  at  each  end  of  the  field.  In  1849  Mr.  Hannam, 
used  iron  wire  rope  for  steam  culture.  In  1861  Mr.  Wren 
Hoskyns,  ia  his  amusing  CAroniele*  of  a  Clay  Farm,  brought 
forward  this  theory  of  making  a  seed  bed  in  one  operation,  and 
thus  dispensing  with  the  successive  processes  of  plouffhing, 
harrowing  and  rolling,  ftc.  He  shows  that  as  manual  labonr 
is  principidly  vertical,  as  in  digging ;  horse  labour  is  hori- 
honiontal,  as  in  drawing  a  plough ;  so  steam  is  rotatory  in  its 
aetion— as  the  fiy  wheel  of  an  engine.  Taking,  then,  his  idea 
from  the  daws  of  a  mole,  he  proposed  that  a  traction  engine 
should  dreg  behind  it  a  set  of  discs  armed  with  revolving 
claws,  which  should  rasp  up  the  soil  and  leave  the  land  behind 
it  in  the  oomminuted  state  of  a  molehill— a  perfect  seed  bed 
ready  made.  The  fruit  of  this  book  was  a  perfect  erop  of 
patents,  and  many  ingenious  machines  were  made  to  carry  out 
th«  theory — aueli  as  Bomaine's  cultivator — ^but  the  inventors 
did  not  take  two  facts  sufficiently  into  consideration.  First, 
t)»t  j<m  flannot  hurry  Dame  Nttora.    To  jnake  a  {food  seed- 


bed soil  requires,  not  only  comminution  into  small  particles, 
but  alw  the  beneficial  effects  of  sun,  air,  rain,  and  frost — in 
two  words^freedom  from  weeds,  and  atmospheric  influences. 
Second :  To  move  a  heavy  traction  eDgine  over  rough  ground 
takes  up  so  much  of  its  power  that  it  has  little  to  spare  in 
drag^g  an  effective  cultivating  implement  behind  it.  I 
submit  this  last  fiict  to  the  consideration  of  those  who  are 
inclined  to  believe  that  the  traction  engine  with  india-rubber 
tires  can  drag  a  ploogh  more  economically  than  it  can  be  hauled 
with  wire  rope,  ^ut  to  return  to  onr  inventon,  I  must  pass  over 
the  experimenU  of  Sir  John  Lillie,  Lord  Willonghby  D'Eresby, 
the  Marquis  of  Tweeddale,  and  others,  who  by  their  exertions 
have  paved  the  wav  of  steam  cultivation,  and  done  much 
that  has  proved  useful  to  subsequent  inventon.  As  to  later 
inventions  and  impro^menta  their  name  is  legion.  Time 
would  fail  to  give  yon  even  a  slight  sketch  of  the  labours  of 
Mr.  J.  k.  WiDiams,  Mr.  Collinson  Hall,  Mr.  Fisken,  Mr.  Boy- 
dell,  Mr.  Halkett,  and  othen^not  undervaluing  their  good 
service  in  the  cause,  but  wishing  rather  to  bring  before  you 
the  names  of  the  founden  of  the  two  systems  of  cultivation 
now  in  practical  use  among  us— those  of  Fowler  and  Howard. 
The  late  John  Fowler  was  one  of  those  remarkable  men  pos- 
sessing^ all  the  qualities  of  a  great  inventor :  skill,  ingenuity, 
indomitable  energy  and  perseverance,  a  resolution  never 
daunted  by  obstades  or  failure,  nor  satUsfied  with  any  success 
short  of  completeness,  and  the  rare  abilitv  of  being  able  to 
learn  by  other  people's  faUures,  and  profit  by  other  people's 
experience,  and  of  beinp  able  to  call  to  his  assistance  a  number 
of  dever  men  who  assisted  him  in  his  toils.  I  think  I  have 
heard  that  he  spent  throe  fortunes  in  perfecting;  his  ^reat  in- 
vention, and  he  died,  in  the  prime  of  life,  leavmg  his  repre- 
sentatives to  reap  the  fruits  of  his  active  and  persevering 
exertions  in  a  large  and  ever  increasing  business.  In  1864, 
Mr.  Fowler  exhibited  at  Lincoln  a  draining  plough  worked  by 
steam.  In  1868  he  showed  at  Chelmstord  his  well-known 
baUmoe  plough,  worked  by  a  stationary  engine  on  the  round- 
about system.  Next  year  at  Salisbury,  Mr.  Fowler  be^  the 
direct  system :  he  mounted  a  portable  engine  on  a  windlass- 
frame,  which  moved  along  the  headland  by  an  anchor  fastened 
a-head.     An  improved  anchorage  pulley  moved  along  the 

risite  headland  as  the  work  prooeeaed.  In  the  same  year 
Highland  Society  awarded  him  the  £200  prize,  as  having 
found  an  economical  substitute  for  horse  power.  In  1868  the 
Judges  of  the  Boyal  Agricultural  Sodety  at  Chester,  awarded 
the  £600  prise  to  Mr.  Fowler,  saying  in  their  report :  **  It  is 
beyond  question  that  Mr.  Fowler's  madiine  is  able  to  turn 
over  the  soil  in  an  effident  manner,  at  a  saving,  as  compared 
with  horse  labonr,  of,  on  light  land,  20  to  26  per  cent. ;  on 
heavy  land,  26  to  SO  per  cent,  and  in  trenching  (deep  cultiva- 
tion), 80  to  86  per  cent. ;  while  the  soil  is  left  in  a  far  more 
dedrable  condition,  and  better  adapted  for  all  the  purposes  of 
husbandry."  It  was  on  this  occasion  that  sted-wire  rope  was 
first  used,  and  from  this  date  the  economical  commencement 
of  steam  cultivation.  Since  1868,  Fowler's  Tackle  has  re- 
odved  upwards  of  £3,000  worth  of  prices  at  the  different 
shows  where  it  has  competed ;  each  year  showing  an  improve- 
ment in  some  detail.  1,200  hands  are  now  employed  at  the 
Leeds  fiustorv,  in  a  trade  which,  I  believe,  is  now  only  in  its 
infancy.  After  John  Fowler,  I  would  mention  to  you  the 
name  of  Mr.  William  Smith,  one  of  the  fathen  of  modem 
steam  cultivation.  He  is  a  fanner  at  Woolston,  Bucks,  and 
his  occupation  is  200  acres  of  heav^  land,  or  less.  Having 
become  convinoed  of  the  superiority  of  cultivating  over 
ploughing,  by  reasons  I  propose  to  mention  presently,  he  in- 
vented his  cultivator  (which  was  made  under  tiie  superintend- 
ance  of  Mr.  Fowler),  and  in  December  1866  he  besan  steam 
cultivating,  with  a  aeven-horse  portable  engine,  ana  smashed 
up  oat,  pea,  and  wheat  stabUss  with  satisftctory  results.  Mr. 
Smith's  system  has  not  been  greatly  altered  since  its  introduc- 
tion, and  is  in  common  use  on  hundreds  of  farms.  The  engine 
and  windlass  are  fixed  in  one  comer  of  the  Add,  round  which 
field  the  rope  nms,  carried  on  rope  porten,  and  the  cultivator 
is  hanlipd  between  the  shifting  puUies  at  rnch  hendlnud.    At 
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the  CheliOBford  ihow  in  1856,  Mr.  Smith  competed  for  the 
prize,  bat  although  the  work  wis  fairly  done,  the  judges  did 
not  eoniider  it  more  economical  than  horse  laboor.  Mr. 
Smith  did  not  exhibit  at  Salisbury,  bnt  made  his  appearance 
again  at  Chester  in  1858,  by  his  mannfactnrerB,  Messrs.  How- 
ard, of  Bedford,  who  have  since  conducted  the  mann&oton 
on  their  own  account  in  the  spirited  and  enersetic  manner 
that  distinguishes  that  eminent  firm.  Messrs.  Howard  culti- 
tated  the  land  assigned  to  them  in  good  strle,  and  the  Judges 
awarded  to  them  the  large  gold  medal  oi  the  Society,  tlie 
same  day  the  award  was  published,  Mr.  Smith's  neighbours 
and  friends  presented  him  with  a  tea  serrice  worth  one  hun- 
dred guineas,  as  a  testimony  of  their  sense  of  the  mechanical 
skill,  talent,  and  perscTcrance  evinced  by  him  in  bringing  to 
a  practical  result  the  application  of  steam  power  to  the  culti- 
vation  of  the  soiL  Mr.  Smith  since  this  time  has  shown  no 
inclination  to  hide  his  light  under  a  bushel ;  he  has  published 
pamphlete  and  letters^  and  delivered  speeches  innumerable ; 
Dut  if  he  has  viewed  his  own  inventions  and  practice  with 
somewhat  too  favourable  an  eye,  and  those  of  other  inventors 
with  some  amount  of  pnjndice  and  distrust,  we  must  re- 
member that  he  has  used  steam  eultiution  for  nearly  fifteen 
Tears,  that  all  this  time  his  hrm  has  been  open  to  the 
inspection  of  all  the  world,  and  that  he  has  been  able  to 
give  the  plainest  practical  evidence  of  the  profitableness  of 
steam  tillage,  and  tnus  fiurly  earned  the  gratitude  of  his  bro- 
ther farmers,  and  of  the  communis  at  large.  Since  1858, 
Messrs.  Howard  have  gained  many  priies  for  their  steam  cul- 
tivating machinery,  and  have  maae  manv  hundred  sets  of 
tackle,  principally  on  the  roundabout  system  advocated  by 
Mr.  Smith.  1  am  glad  to  notice,  however,  that  they  now 
adopt  also  the  direct  system  of  Fowler,  cultivating  with  a 
tnetion  engine  on  each  headland,  certainly  the  most  econo- 
mical method  of  applving  power,  where  it  can  be  adopted.  It 
is  noticeable,  also,  that  smce  1858  Messrs.  Fowler  and  Co. 
have  manufacturea  many  more  cultivators  than  the  ploughs 
with  which  they  won  the  Chester  priae.  After  this  sketch  of 
the  introduction  of  steam  cultivation,  let  me  call  your  atten- 
tion to  some  of  the  practical  questions  of  m^  subject.  First, 
the  advantages  of  cultivating  over  ploughing.  At  certain 
times  of  the  year  every  farmer  is  viae  to  employ  a  cultivator, 
grubber,  or  scarifier,  and  admowledges  tiie  benefit  of  doins 
■0 ;  but  the  obstacle  to  their  more  extended  use  u  to  be  fonna 
in  the  fact  that  eveij  effective  implement  of  the  kind  is  more 
or  less  of  a  horse-kiUer.  Mr.  Smith  was,  I  believe,  the  first 
to  demonstrate  that  the  cultivator,  when  drawn  oy  steam- 
power  is  not  only  an  auxiliary  but  a  yastiy  superior  substi- 
tute ror  the  plough.  I  will  read  yom  an  extract  from  his 
letter  to  Mr.  Oreaves,  1856.  **  The  most  approved  of  our 
common  plougha  simply  and  absolutely  turn  over  the  soil, 
placing  the  former  suraoe  firom  four  to  six  inches  below,  and 
jbringing  up  the  smooth  surface  of  the  under  soil  to  the  top. 
By  tnis  process  all  the  seeds,  weeds,  and  roots  are  deposited 
below  the  surface ;  whence  the  weeds  which  are  propagated 
from  roote  or  layers — such  as  couoh-^ps^  vater-gnss,  crow- 
foot, coltsfoot,  and  others,  being  divided  by  the  plough  are 
indefinitely  multiplied ;  and  do  infact,  after  four  or  five  years, 
become  increased  to  so  great  an  extent  as  to  render  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  former  to  leave  his  land  practically 
barren  for  the  purpose  of  removing  these  obnoxious  weeds ; 
to  do  which  the  plough  entirely  fuls  lum,  and  he  is  driven 
to  the  scuffler,  cultivator,  or  other  implement  which  he  has 
invented  for  this  purpose.  Eoote  also  of  the  tidstle  kind 
raread  horizontally  just  beneath  the  pan  which  is  trodden 
down  by  horses,  and  unless  recourse  be  had  to  subsoiling,  can 
scarcely  be  ersidicated  at  all.**  Mr.  Smith  then  goes  on  to 
contrast  ploughing  with  spade  husbandry  10  to  13  inches  deep, 
and  questions  whether  it  would  be  generally  advantaceous  to 
cultivate  more  than  6  or  8  inches  deep,  if  the  subsoir  were  to 
be  laid  upon  the  top,  as  is  commonly  the  case  in  ploughing. 
Following  out  these  thoughts,  and  endeavouring  to  uid  an 
economiod  substitute  for  the  spade,  Mr.  Smith  not  only  in- 
Tented  an  ei&dent  cultivator  but  he  made  it  take  tiie  place  of 
the  plough  lor  all  operations,  except  Roughing  in  clover 
Uyers.  Ever  since '56 he  has  stuck  to  histext,with  these 
results:  his  farm  is  as  free  from  ireeds  as  a  garden,  his  crope 
haTC  increased,  and  his  hnd  is  cultivated  at  much  less  ex- 
pense than  before.  Wherever  steam  culture  is  used,  plough- 
hig  is  used  less,  and  cultivating  more  than  before;  for  we 
ftud  by  experience  that  by  cultivating  you  can  destroy  weeds 


better,  vrork  your  land  deeper,  and  leave  it  in  a  more  pndie- 
tive  sUte.    There  is  some  land,  however,  where  inverwm  d 
the  soil  is  desirable,  and  the  plough  is  the  best  implenent 
What  is  called  **  digging"  also  is  verr  popular  in  some  phm 
It  is  done  by  substituting  digging  breasto  for  tiie  onniuy 
mouldboards.    The  land  is  vr^ed  ten  or  eleven  inehei  d«p, 
and  is  partially  inverted,  as  when  done  by  ilie  spade.   Lst  si 
now  consider  some  of  the  advantages  of  steam  cnhivitiaB. 
Ist^  It  deepens  the  soiL    There  are  thousands  of  seres  of 
good  Lud  in  this  and  nearly  every  other  county  of  &if^ 
that  have  never  been  ploughed  more  than  four  or  five  inehn 
deep.    Year  after  year  the  plough  ahde  has  ridden  over  the 
subsoil  and  the  hoofr  of  the  horses  have  trampled  it,  antfl  it 
has  become  a  solid  pan,  effectually  preventing  the  rooti  fron 
penetrating  or  even  the  water  from  paming  tiiroagh  it-ii 
hct  the  subsoil  has  become  <*  puddled  day  .*^  like  the  bottom 
of  an  artificially-made  pond.    Now  modem  formine  toakan 
this ;  and  many  Rood  farmers  make  a  practice  of  sabsoiliBg 
their  land,  two  furrows  deep,  once  in  every  rotation,  is  ^ite 
of  the  expense ;  but  steam  does  this  more  effeetBsIly  laJ 
much  cheaper.    I  could  point  out  to  you  land  in  this  neigb- 
bourhood  which  Imd  grown  nothing  for  vears,  until  it  wu 
steam  cultivated,  and  it  then,  and  since,  has  prodnoed  wod 
most  luxuriant  crops  of  wheat  and  oate.    Mind,  ve  do  oat 
want  the  raw  day  brought  to  the  top,  and  the  goodioflaad 
manure  buried  five  bches  bdow  it — as  a  gentleman  near  St. 
Ives  told  me  he  had  served  some  land  six  years  ago,  tite  efeet 
of  which  was  five  years'  bad  crops — ^but  vre  want  to  keep  ti» 
gONod  soil  at  the  top,  freshened  with  a  alight  mixtnre  of  nb- 
soil,  and  we  want  to  smash  up  the  solid  pan,  letting  the  nr- 
face  water  down  by  the  drain,  and  exposing  the  heavy  nbaoil 
to  the  Gombmed  influences  of  sun,  air,  rain,  and  frost,  lo  as 
eventually  to  make  it  good  sdl,  fertile  and  productive.  Wfait 
becomes  of  those  large  lumps  <i  day  left  on  the  snrfsoe  when 
draining  has  been  goin^  onP    Atmospheric  infloences  pal- 
veriie  them,  they  mix  with  the  nd^bonrinf^  soil,  end  so  ftf 
from  injuring  th^  actually  improve  it— «o  is  it  with  the  par- 
tions  of  the  subsoil  brought  up  by  the  cultivator.   To  pt 
the  full  benefit  of  steam  cultivation,  it  ia,  however,  neeemiy 
that  clay  land  should  be  broken  up  when  dry,  or  it  sooo  cob- 
solidates  ai^ain,  nearly   as  hardT  as  before.    The  beetrooi 
nowers  of  France  ana  Germany  have  become  converti  to 
aeep  cultivation  ;  for  chemisU  have  shown  them  thai  nion 
sugar  and  spirit  can  be  obtained  from  a  ton  of  rooti  gron 
on  deep  soils  than  from  the  same  wdf  ht  grown  dsewhen,  for 
it  is  that  part  of  tiie  beet  nndergrouna  that  is  richest  in  ngir. 
Conseouentiy  they  are  now  largdy  buying  steam  tsdk  (or 
were  Wore  this  unhappy   war  broke   out)  and  woriJag 
their  land  18  to  24  indies  deep.     Mr.  Campbel^  of  Bos- 
cot  Park,  who  grows  sujnr-beet  on  a  yery  extensile  sale, 
loosens  lus  land  24  to  27  inches  deep,  and  finds  t  neat 
advantege   in  doing    sa      I  oonfidentlr  look  forvira  te 
the  time  when  de^    cultivation  will    be    the   rale,  and 
not  the  exception  in   this  country.      Ton  remember  du 
old  fable— a  man  when    dying,    tdd    his  sons  that  he 
had  hidden  a  good  deal  of  money  m  one  of  his  fields,  bat  ke 
could  not  remember  which,  but  <*  dig  deep"  said  he  and !« 
will  find  it.    After  his  death  they  began  to  search— fidd^ 
field  was  dug  to  a  great  depth,  but  no  treasure  coold  bcfom 
But  when  the  harvest  came,  the  land,  broken  up  to  so  ssoioal 
a  depth,  produced  abundant  crops  of  grain,  and  then  the 
fother^s  meaning  was  understood.    The  mond  is,  if  joa  nat 
to  find  the  treasures  hid  in  the  soil  yon  must  try  deepesltiTV 
tion.    The  second  advantage  I  daim  for  steam  cdtiTStion  a 
expedition.    Yon  can  break  up  your  more  quickly  t^  7 
horses,  at  a  time  of  the  year  when  time  is  money.  I  ^^' 
ten  seen  a  oood  crop  on  a  fidd  which  conU  never  bsve  bea 
deaned  and  sown  that  season  had  it  not  been  for  stesm  poser. 
But  steam  not  only  thus  hdps  the  backward  fiumer,  bnt  it  pt- 
vente  a  man  thus  ever  gettinat  behind.    Look  at  the  sdvast^ 
of  steam  cultivation,  are  tney,  even  now,  estinaied  aa  th9 
onghttobeP    I  say,  fearleady,  th^  are  not,  we  ahodd  aoC 
see  such  a  quantity  of  stobble  land  or  unbroken  in  CMober. 
It  is  diieetfy  after  harvest,  when  the  son  is  hottesV»b^ 
land  is  driest,  when  the  weeds  are  most  easily  dsstnm  m 
you  can  give  a  half-follow  to  your  knd,  whan  one  dafs  v»t 
u  worth  a  week's  labour  in  the  spring,  it  is  then  that  the  had 

wanto  breaking  up.  I  beUeve  that  a  farmer  who  bni  wn 
hones  for  this  work  does  wiady.  But,  I7  the  steam  cdtiitfv. 
yon  can  smash  vp  10  to  90  acres  a  day.   Th»  it«B«-w« 
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wants  no  nti,jou  can  work  him  from  mn  riie  to  ran  Mt»  jroa 
can  eTen  won  him  by  night  if  yon  hate  hands  enough  to 
manage  him,  ai  Mr.  Gambell  has  done  by  the  use  of  the  mag- 
nesinm  light    People  speak  of  the  great  expense  of  steam 
ealfclTstion,  the  qoestion  u  can  we  properly  estmiate  the  valne 
of  work  done  at  saoh  a  time.    A  resping  machine  costs  a 
great  deal  of  money,  bat  if  yon  can  eat  12  acres  a  day  with  it, 
when  yonr  wheat  is  all  ripe  together ;  how  trifling  in  compa- 
rison IS  the  oatlay !    On  many  farm  whole  follows  have  been 
done  away  with  br  the  use  of  antamnal  steam  coltiTation,  and 
the  land  nerertheless  kept  qoite  free  from  weeds.    The  third 
adTsntsge  of  steam  coltiTation  im  that  it  improves  drainage. 
On  ill-drained  hmd,  especially  where  the  sabaoil  is  a  horM- 
tnmpled  psn,  the  rainiall  nms  oif  thesaifaoe  bv  grips  and 
water-forrows,  into  the  ditches,  and  thus  its  Tidaable  diemical 
oonstitaents  are  lost  to  the  soil :  nor  is  this  all,  the  water 
which  is  retained  and  cannot  set  away,  stagnates  and  keeps  the 
land  wet,  cold,  and  sterile,  while  on  well-drained  land,  when  the 
pan  has  been  broken  an  and  horses  kept  off  it,  water-farrows 
are  onneeessaiy,  the  ram  filten  through  the  thirsty  toil  to  the 
drains,  learing  most  predons  msnnre  behind  it    By  doing 
awi^  with  grips  and  water-farrows  yoa  not  onlv  ntiuze  the 
land  thns  wasted,  bat  the  reaping  machine  ana  CTcry  other 
implement  is  worked  with  greater  ease  and  economy.    I  ooold 
also  give  yoa  examples  of  farms  where  by  steam  tillage  they 
have  been  able  to  grow  tamips  and  feed  them  off  the  lan^ 
which  was  before  impossible.    The  fourth  advantage  of  steam 
cultivation  is  that  on  heavy  land  you  save'thoie  350,000  hoof- 
marks,  the  tell  us  horses  Inve  in  every  acre  of  land  ploughed. 
When  yoor  clay   Und  it  dry,  it  is  too  hard  to  plough,  when 
wet  the  weight  of  the  plough  and  the  trampling  of  me  horses 
poach  the  subioil  into  the  pan  we  have  apoken  ofL    Bat  the 
■team-hauled  implemeat  leaves  no  nmrk  behind  it  and  in  un- 
favourable  Maaoni,  when  you  cannot  get  horses  on  the  land  at 
all,  you  can  still  uie  steam.  The  fifth  advantage  in  using  steam 
is  that  yoa  are  able  to  work  a  &rm  with  lets  horses,  and 
spare  the  horses  yon  keep  for  the  hardest  work.    Horse  Ubour 
in  the  great  expenie  of  the  farm.    Look  at  the  first  cost  of  a 
horw,  take  the  annnsl  depreciation  of  his  value,  cost  of  his 
keep,  blacksmiths',  saddlers*,  farriers*,  and  implement  makers* 
bills,  add  cost  of  ploughmen  and  horse-keepers*  wages,  and  you 
will  find  the  expense  to  be  from  £iO  to  £60  a-year.    Mr.  J. 
Chalmers  Morton,  a  well-known  agricultural  authority,  in  a 
paper  read  before  the  Society  of  Aits,  gives  the  statistics  of  the 
horses  kept  on  twenty-one  different  farms,  and  the  average 
cost  of  each  of  the  282  horses  was  B4A,    On  a  large  farm 
there  are  always  horses  kept  ^  the  year  round,  for  the  sake 
of  their  work  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year.    Substitute  steam 
labour  at  such  times,  and  yon  save,  not  only  the  difference  of 
heir  keep  for  the  'few  weeks,  but  for  the  whde  vear.  Sup- 
posing that  by  the  partial  use  of  steam,  you  can  save  four  horses* 
keep—at  Mri  Morton*s  estimate  that  would  amount  to  £184. 
Some  people  have  saved  much  more  than  that    If  you  look 
at  the  R.  A.   S.  E*s.  report  on  steam  cultivation  1867, 
when  its  oommissioners,  visitd  140  farms,  under  steam-tillage 
— vou  will  see  that  nearly  all  these  farmers  have  largely 
leduoed  their  horse  labour,  some  keeping  ten  and  some  even 
twenty-five  horses   less  than  before.    The  sixth  advantage 
of  steam  cultivation  is  that»   by  its  use,  iha  land  reouires 
less   working,   and  fewer  opertaions,   snoh  as   ploughing, 
harrowing,   rolling,    clod-<nrashinc[,    fcc.    Even  when  nsed 
ooessionaU^,  steam-cultivated  land  is  easier  to  work  for  years 
afterwards;  but,  if  the  full  benefit  of  steam  be  obtained— the 
land  broken  up  at  the  proper  time,  and  not  a  horso>hoof 
allowed  to  trample  and  poach  the  land  afterwards— if  steam 
be  used  continually,  and  not  ooeasionalh,  for  the  light  opera- 
tions of  the  farm  every  jrear,  as  well  as  for  the  deep-euttivation 
every  four  years,  tlie  saving  would  be  enormous.    Mr.  Smith 
asserts  that  the  total  cost  of  preparing  his  seed  bed  for  wheat 
is  7s.  6d.  an  acre,  including  every  expense ;  but  we  must  re- 
member that  this  is  afieryears  of  continuous  steam-oultivstion. 
The  seventh  advantage  of  steam-cultivation  is  that  it  improves 
the  position  of  the  agrieultund  Ubourer ;  it  enaUes  a  man  to 
earn  better  wages  for  himself  with  less  toil,  and  to  do  a  better 
day's  work  for  his  master ;  it  quickens  the  pace,  and  makes  a 
man  more  handv.  smart,  active,  and  self-reliant    I  do  not 
think  that  it  will  displace  any  manual  labour,  but  it  will 
rather  turn  the  Uboar  to  better  aeoount    The  eighth  advan- 
tage of  steam-cultivation  is,  that  yon  can  get  better  crops  at 
m  tsfmat,  and  that  tha  Unrtiti^  of  th«  land  ii  inorawed  by 


it    By  deep  cultivation  and  good  drainage  the  temperataie  of 
the  land  is  raised,  the  land  dries  qoicker  in  a  wet  season,  and 
in  a  dry  season  like  this  year's  sammer  it  remains  moist  and 
does  not  parch  under  the  blazing  heat  of  the  son.    I  could 
give  yoa  nets  from  my  own  observation  as  to  the  encrease  of 
crops  from  its  use,  but  prefer  to  refer  you  to  the  employers  of 
steam-Ubour  round  us,  and  also  to  the  report  of  the  R.  A.  S., 
mentioned  above,  where   yon  will  find  an  increase  from  four 
to  eight  bushels  of  wheat  an  acre  obtained  in  many  places. 
How  is  it  that  a  Ubourer  can  afford  to  give  doable  the  agri- 
cultural price  for  his  allotment?  how  is  it  that  a  market 
nrdener  can  raise  such  largs  crops  from  Und  no  better  than 
that  of  hU  neighbours  P    liberal  manure  does  something  no 
doubt  but  the  great  secret  u  in  spade-cultivation,  by  which 
the  land  U  kept  free  from  weeds  and  open  to  the  rich  ferti- 
Users  contained  in  every  breexe  and  in  CTerr  shower  of  rain. 
That  it  U  not  the  manure,  look  at  the  Lois- Weedon  system  of 
growing  wheat    You  know  that  by  a  strip  of  fallow  between 
every  three  rows  of  wheat  you  may  grow  a  good  crop  of  wheat 
for  twenty  years  in  succession  if  yon  will,  without  a  spadefuU 
of  manure  (as  the  Bev.  Samuel  Smith  has  done),  and  then 
have  the  land  in  as  good  a  condition  as  ever.    What  is  the 
secret?   only  that  the  Und  has  been  kept  open  to  receife 
nature's  bounty.     I  have  not  eone  into  the  qaestion  of  the 
peculiar  advantages  of  steam-ciutivation  on  hght  land,  be- 
cause in  this  neighbourhood  our  land  is  principally  heavy  or 
else  in  small  fields ;   but  I  will  say  briefly  that  where  the  en- 
closures are  of  good  sise,  as  in  parts  of  Lincolnshire  and  Nor- 
folk, steam  has  won  triumps  ss  signal  as  any  of  those  gained 
on  heavy  soil,  and  is  of  eqaal  value  to  the  farmer.    To  recapi- 
tulate in  brief  a  few  of  the  advantages  of  steam-cultivation: 
It  deepens  the  soil,  and  does  it  more  cheaply  Uian  horse- 
Ubour,  and  much  more  efficiently ;  it  enables  the  land  to  be 
worked  at  the  best  time  of  the  yesr  more  expeditiously,  and 
thus  destroys  weeds ;  it  improves  the  drsinage,  and  thus  makes 
the  land  drier,  warmer,  ana  more  open  to  receife  the  blessings 
of  the  rain ;  it  saves  expensive  horse-labour ;   it  prepares  a 
seed  bed  in  flower  operations ;  it  improves  the  position  of  the 
Ubourer ;  and  increases  fertility.  My  subject  is  not  exhausted, 
gentlemen,  but  I  fear  that  I  have  siready  trespassed  too  long 
on  your  patience.    Had  I  time,  I  should  have  been  gUd  to 
have  given  yon  a  sketch  of  the  various  kinds  of  Uie  steam- 
cultivating  machinery  now  in  use,  and  the  latest  improvemenU 
in  practice ;  to  have  discussed  the  best  kind  of  tackle  suitable 
for  fkrms  of  different  kinds,  and  the  expense  of  purchasing 
and  working  them ;  the  cost  of  hiring  them  in  different  coun- 
ties, and  the  customs  belonging  to  them ;  when  it  pays  best  to 
buy  and  when  to  hire ;  the  causes  of  success,  ana  the  causes 
of  failure,  with  illustrations  from  modem  practice;  but  time 
fails.    I  will  therefore  only  notice  some  of  the  olrjections 
urged  against  steam-cultivation,  and  some  of  the  obstaides  to 
its  progress,  and  then  briefly  consider  how  the  objections  may 
be  met  and  the  obstacles  removed.    Olgecnons  against  buying 
tackle :  Want  of  capital,  want  of  mechanical  skill,  the  example 
of  those  who  have  tried  it  and  not  succeeded,  the  difficulty  of 
getting  men  to  manage  the  machinery,  the  risk  of  breakages, 
and  the  cost  of  repairs ;  against  buying  tackle  in  partnership 
there  u  the  possibility  of  all  the  partners  wanting  it  at  the 
same  time,  and  the  additional  difficulty  of  managing  men  who 
have  to  serve  several  masters.     Objections  against  hiring: 
Farmers  cannot  sell  part  of  their  horses,  because  ibey  cannot 
be  sure  of  getting  tadde  when  they  want  it ;  and,  having  horses 
enough  to  do  their  farm  work,  hiring  steam  is  an  extra  expense ; 
and,  then,  you  know,  contractors  charge  such  high  prices. 
General  Obstacles :  No  leases,  want  of  Tenant  Bight  »ar  of 
disturbance  or  increased  rent  bad  leases,  compelling  a  certain 
rotation  of  crops,  or  forbidding  the  use  of  the  scythe  or  reap- 
ing machine,  timber  in  fields  and  hedges,  bad  roads,  smul 
fields,  crooked  hedges   and  ditches,  want  of   draining,  bad 
water,  want  of  water.    My  answer  to  these  objections  is  thU : 
That  any  energetic  young  farmer,  who  will  give  his  mind  to 
it,  may  soon  acquire  enough  knowledge  to  drive  an  engino 
and  to  see  that  his  men  keep  the  machinery  in  order.    Such  a 
one  will  have  little  difficulty  with  either  men  or  machinery ; 
and  for  him  £700  to  £800  laid  out  in  steam  tackle  will  be  an 
investment  that  will  pay  him  tenfold,  as  it  has  done  hundreds 
of  practical  men.    As  to  hiring,  if  yon  make  a  bargain  before- 
hand with  a  contractor,  you  are  certain  of  getting  tackle  when 
you  want  it»  and  can  thus  get  rid  of  the  extra  horses.    As  to 
the  high  prioea  charged,  the  great  point  to  be  ooasidend  14 
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whether  the  valae  of  the  work  done  it  worth  the  money,  all 
things  considered.  Competition  brings  all  prices  to  a  fair 
level.  If  the  trade  be  profitable,  contractors  will  be  multi- 
plied ;  if  unremunerative,  they  will  soon  be  starved  out.  But 
it  is  evidently  to  the  advantage  of  the  steam-employing  com- 
munity that  the  men  who  spent  their  time  and  capital  in 
order  to  bring  steam-cultivation  within  the  reach  of  the 
smallest  occupier,  should  b«)  able  to  live  by  their  business. 
Let  farmers  only  prepare  their  farms  properly  for  steam-colti- 
vation,  and  offer  a  good  breadth  of  land ;  and  they  will  be 
surprised  how  cheaply  and  eagerly  contractors  will  work  for 
them.  How  then,  is  a  farm  to  be  prepared  for  steam,  to  get 
its  full  benefits  P  For  this  landlord  and  tenant  most  unite 
and  work  together.  In  this  district  we  suffer  principally 
from  two  great  hindrances— brackish  water,  which  destroys 
an  engine's  fire-bos  in  two  seasons,  and  small  and  irregularlv- 
shaped  fields.  In  time,  however,  pits  will  be  dug,  and  tanks 
made  to  retatn  that  valuable  rain-water  which  we  now  waste 
so  carelessly.  Mr.  Torr  of  Aylesbury  and  others,  for  example, 
have  filled  up  open  ditches,  laid  pipes  instead,  and  conducted 
these  mains  into  comer-tauJu,  where  two  or  three  fields  meet. 
Fielde  of  thirty  to  a  hundred  acres  will  be  the  rule,  not  the 
exception ;  and  their  boundaries  will  be  straightened.  New 
fiirm-roads,  straight  and  good,  will  be  made,  on  which  engines 
can  stand  when  at  work.  Trees  and  other  obstructions  will 
be  removed.  A  knowledge  of  steam-cnltivating  machinery 
will  be  deemed  as  essentiu  a  part  of  a  yonng  farmer's  educa- 
tion as  the  rearing  of  stock  or  the  rotation  of  crops ;  and  the 
next  generation  of  farmers'  sons  will  compete  for  sUver  cnps 
at  the  local  shows  for  steam-cultivating,  instead  of  plongn- 
ing. 

Mr.  Walkxr  wanted  to  know  why  a  field  shonld  not  be 
a  garden.  They  could  not  dig  it  all,  and  they  could  not 
garden  it  all,  bnt  they  could  do  a  great  deal  towards  it  by 
steam-cultivation.  The  land  in  the  Smeeth  and  Marshland 
was  just  the  ground  for  steam-cultivation.  He  had  used  a 
steam-engine  on  his  land  for  thirteen  years,  and  he  would  be 
very  sorry  to  leave  it  off.  The  great  question  is,  what  sort 
of  steam-cultivation  farmers  should  use,  the  single  system  or 
the  double  system  P  He  maintained  that  every  farmer  ought 
to  have  a  steam  apparatus  upon  his  premises.  As  Mr. 
Bobinsonhad  fully  observed,  however,  it  reonired  a  mechanical 
mind  to  work  a  steam-engine  and  to  work  the  tackle.  Men 
as  a  rule  are  not  acquainted  with  the  working  of  such  machines, 
and  be  had  found  great  difilculty  in  getting  men  who  would 
keep  to  the  work.  The  boys  he  thought  became  the  best  men 
for  that  sort  of  occupation.  He  had  boys  in  his  employ  whom 
he  tani^ht  all  they  required  of  farming  operations,  and  when 
they  had  gained  the  necessary  knowledge  lie  gave  them  Ss. 
a  day,  and  some  of  them  earned  a  guinea  a  week.  There  is 
one  thing  they  had  to  contend  against  in  steam-cultivation, 
and  that  is  prejudice,  but  that  would  die  away ;  everything 
that  is  right  would  succeed  in  the  end.  His  opinion  was  that 
every  Urge  fanner  onght  to  have  an  engine  and  tackle  of  his 
own. 

Mr.  BoBXRT  Dawbarn  said  at  a  meeting  of  the  Society  of 
Arts  in  London  he  remembered  it  formed  a  matter  for  dis- 
cussion, what  effect  the  introduction  of  steam-cultivation  had 
upon  agricnltnral  labour.  They  had  returns  sent  from  about 
forty  English  and  Welsh  counties,  and  some  from  Scotch 
counties.  The  effect  of  it  was  fonnd  to  be,  not  as  had  been 
expected,  but  that  steam-cultivation  was  very  much  to  the 
advantage  of  the  agricultural  labourers.  One  of  the  most  un- 
fortunate counties  in  Bnghind  for  agricultural  labourers  is 
Wiltshire,  where  the  labourers  get  only  Ts.  a  week.  The 
result  of  the  introduction  of  steam-cultivation  into  that  part 
ofthe  kingdom  was  that  the  labourers  wages  were  increased 
2s.  per  week.  The  introduction  of  steam-oultivation  into 
other  parts  of  the  kinffdom  had  been  followed  with  a  like 
beneficial  result.  This  he  thought  would  remove  from  every 
kindly  heart  the  feeling  that  an  impediment  was  caused  by  the 
introduction  of  machinery  owing  to  the  disarrangement  of 
labour  it  caused. 

Mr.  Catlin o  said  there  are  one  or  two  points  in  Mr.  Bo- 
binson's  paper  which  struck  him  as  being  rather  faltering.  He 
had  stated  that  by  the  ordinary  system  of  horse -ploughinff 
land  was  rendered  barren  every  fourth  or  fifth  year,  and  that 
bv  iteam^mltivation  the  fUbw  was  renderad  unneoessary.  He 
^  went  on  to  say  that  Mr.  Smith  had  grown  twenty  crops 
of  whMt  upon  the  same  land  in  luooeision;    Mr.  Walker  then 


called  attention  to  a  wdl-cnltiTatied  gaidoi,  and  aabd  tho 
question,  **Whyis  not  every  field  a  garden  P"  Now,  it  did 
appear  to  him  tnat  that  is  a  very  important  question,  bat  it  ii 
very  much  interfered  with  by  tbe  danses  wfaidi  are  nsosllyis 
agreements,  and  he  oonsidered  the  uplieation  of  capital  to  Isad 
is  very  much  interfered  with  by  toe  customs  which  pienil 
everywhere.  The  discussion  on  this  subject  is  a  very  iis- 
portant  one,  and  he  thought  probably  they  might  carry  it  to 
another  meeting,  and  then  consider  the  cnitoms  of  land  teanre 
in  this  immediate  neighbonrhood,  with  the  view,  if  necesnry, 
of  altering  them.  He  would  conclude  his  remarks  by  propoaai; 
the  following  resolution:  "That  the  application  a  saenee 
and  capital  is  greatly  restricted  by  covenants  which  limit  die 
use  of  land,  an  advance  of  the  cost  of  labour,  and  hnrerinf  of 
the  range  of  oorn  prices,  and  the  power  to  induee  agents  to 
eonsider  greater  freedom  of  management.'* 

Mr.  EusTON  presumed  that  a  man  would  not  bay  a  luge 
engine,  and  work  on  the  direct  principle  if  he  had  oslj  a 
small  form.  The  next  question  for  consideration  is  whetber 
the  round-about  system  is  better  to  use,  and  in  what  narticskr 
instance  the  one  is  superior  to  the  other.  He  could  not  hdp 
thinking  that  the  round-about  system  is  the  best  when  a  msn 
purchsMd  his  own  tackle  and  did  not  hire,  beeanse  then  he  cosU 
use  his  engine  when  the  weather  was  favourable ;  whenss  if 
he  hired  it  he  wodd  have  to  put  up  with  inoonvenient  weather, 
during  which  the  ennne  would  remain  idle.  The  great  objert 
they  had  in  the  apphcation  of  steam  is  to  benefit  the  buid,ud 
there  is  no  doubt  that  steam-cultivation  is  double  and  trebk 
the  value  of  ploughing.  The  steam-eultiTator  turned  everr- 
thing  up  out  of  the  ground,  and  at  the  same  time  exposed 
the  earth  to  the  advantage  of  atmospheric  influMioe,  isd 
also  enabled  it  to  be  enriched  by  the  sunshine  and  the  rais. 
He  did  not  advocate  deep  cultivation  at  once,  because  thiy 
might  have  too  much  of  the  fertilising  dement ;  the  grooad 
should  be  cultivated  deeper  and  deeper  gradually.  Mr.  Ras- 
ton  concluded  by  stating  the  satisfactory  resnlts  that  bad  fol- 
lowed steam-cultivation  on  his  own  land,  and  that  he  betiend 
steam-cnltivation  would  be  much  more  extensively  used  t^ 
it  is  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Ollard  would  like  to  know  the  eost  of  stam  esgisM 
and  tadcle,  and  the  cost  of  employing  them  on  land.  He 
thought  the  resolution  that  Mr.  Catling  had  proposed  ahooU 
be  supplemented  in  some  way,  because  in  its  present  fora  it 
wonldT  leave  no  practical  resiUt  in  the  mind  of  anybody. 

Mr.  Catlino  said  he  was  thoroughly  convinced  that  bad 
land  by  steam  cultivation  could  be  made  comparatively  good, 
and  that  they  could  apply  the  system  to  land  so  aUy  repre- 
sented in  Mr.  Robinson's  paper.  He  hoped  the  resalt  of  tiieir 
discussion  would  be  that  tney  would  amve  at  somepraotial 
result,  and  tliatthey  would  induce  gentlemen  of  lirgeioflaenoe 
to  give  proper  oonsideration  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  Walksk,  in  reply  to  questions  put  to  him,  stated  that 
the  cost  to  him  of  steam  cultivation  was  about  4s.  an  acfe  if 
only  plouifhed  one  way ;  but  he  ploughed  his  land  two  wm 
therefore  it  cost  liim  os.  an  acre.  The  engine  he  redosed 
cost  him  about  6s.  a  day. 

Mr.LooURaskedMr.  Walker  if  he  would  let  the  eegiae 
for  6s.  a  day,  and  he  replied  in  the  affirmative,  stating  that  be 
would  let  Mr.  Looker  the  engine  for  6e.  a  day  now  tor  thrn 
months.  Mr.  Looker  answered  that  he  would  have  it,  and 
would  send  for  it  to-morrow. 

The  Chairmait  did  not  know  whetlier  it  was  Mr.  Bobs- 
son's  own  calculation  or  whether  he  had  borrowed  it,  bat  wbat 
he  had  said  about  the  maintenance  of  an  a^iiicnltural  bona 
being  £46,  he  oonsidered  to  be  very  excessive  udeed.  He  bad 
known  practical  men  who  had  gone  thoroughly  into  the  qa»* 
tion,  and  he  knew  from  them  that  the  maintenance  of  a  bone 
did  not  amount  to  any  such  sum.  At  the  adjourned  diaeswos 
he  thought  they  could  take  into  consideration  whether  iM 
cultivating  is  everything,  and  steam  ploughing  nothing,  sm 
he  hoped  too  something  would  be  said  in  favour  o^^^^ 
horse  so  as  to  show  that  the  cultivation  could  be  done  bytbe 
cart-horse  as  cheaply,  if  not  as  effeetnaUy,  as  it  eonld  be  doa« 
by  steam  cultivation.  He  would  be  very  glad  to  S8etb«epr^ 
sent  attend  the  adjourned  meeting,  beeanse  he  thoagbt  w 
subject  is  one  of  very  great  interest.  They  had  not  y^  bMt 
meeting  out  of  Wisbeaeh,  and  therefore  be  proposed  that  m 
adjourned  meeting  should  be  hthi  at  U»  GrUfin  Hotel,  Km 
on  the  Mth  of  Norember  next  ^ 

Mr.  ItAAO  BoBnriOH  i«id»  in  rsfbrenee  to  the  mntniM 
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of  a  hone,  that  the  eatunate  was  quoted  from  a  report  by  Mr. 
J.  C.  Morton.  That  incladed  the  cost  of  everythiiii;  in  con- 
section  with  the  animal,  the  cost  of  harness,  the  wages  of 
the  man  to  look  after  it,  &c.  He  should  not  like  it  to  so 
forth  that  he  meant  it  would  cost  £46  a  year  simply  for  the 
keep  of  a  horse. 


Mr.  W.  C.  Little  said  it  would  be  verr  necessary  for  them 
to  know  the  cost  and  the  expense  of  the  work  which  had 
been  spoken  of.  His  own  eiperience  was  Tery  different  to 
that  of  Mr.  Walker.  The  cultivation  of  bis  land  cost  him 
80s.  an  acre,  which  was  very  different  to  8s.  an  acre. 

A  Tote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Bobinson. 


BOSS  AGBICULTUBAL  SOCIETY. 


There  was  a  small  show  of  Hereford  stock,  thoueh  what 
there  was  was  of  some  quality  and  in  good  condition,  con- 
aideriog  the  bad  season.  The  competition  was  exceedingly 
limited,  being  confined,  in  many  of  the  classes,  to  the  Tery 
minimum  number  of  entries  compatible  with  the  awarding  of 
a  prize  at  all ;  in  scTeral  of  the  other  classes  the  entries  were 
confined  to  either  one  or  two,  while  in  others,  again,  there 
were  none  whatever.  The  Shorthorns  were  but  meagrely  re- 
presented numerically,  although  such  as  were  on  show  were  of 
a  superior  kind.  The  sheep  classes  were  good  throughout,  as 
they  alwaTS  are  at  Boss,  though  like  the  cattle,  the  show  was 
■mall,  and  the  competition  consequently  limited.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  the  pigs,  there  was  a  good  show  as  to  merit, 
but  a  scanty  one  as  to  numbers,  albeit  the  competition  was 
more  brisk,  as  it  might  well  be  in  this  department.  Extra 
Stock  comprised  a  few  horses,  some  Shropshire  sheep  and 
lambs,  and  a  few  calves  and  heifers,  to  most  of  which,  as  will 
be  seen  from  the  list,  prizes  were  awarded.  It  should  be 
stated,  however,  that  there  was  scarcely  anv  competition  in 
this  extra  dass,  the  several  specimens  shown  Deing  each  nther 
exceptional  than  otherwise.  The  several  samples  of  wheat 
and  barley  sent  wen  of  excellent  ouality,  and  mostly  of 
good  colour.  The  show  of  roots,  ukt  the  show  generally, 
was  small,  but,  regard  being  had  to  the  before  mentioned  dim- 
cnlties,  which  the  cultivators  of  the  soil,  by  reason  of  the  ex- 
cessive drought,  have  laboured  under,  the  several  specimens 
entered  were  really  ahnost  better  than  could  have  been  hoped 
for.  Some  of  the  mangolds,  and  also  the  swedes  and  turnips, 
with  the  cabbages  were  stupendous  as  to  growth,  and  ap- 
pairatl;^  equally  fine  as  to  quality.  The  implement  department 
was  mainly  made  up  by  \ocb1  exhibitors. 

PRIZE    LIST. 
CATTLE. 
nxuroBS. 
Bull,  more  than  two  years  old.— Prize,  £3,  P.  S.  MacDou- 
gall  (Noble  Boy).    The  dass  highly  commended. 

Bull  under  two  years  oU.— Two  entries.  Prize  withheld  for 
vrant  of  competition. 

Breeding  cows  and  their  calves,  over  three  years  old.— 
Prize,  £5,  T.  Duokham,     Highly  commended :   P.  S.  Mao- 
Dougall,  Benhall. 
Pair  of  heifers  under  three  years  old.— Plriz«,  £S,  P.  S 


Pair  dr  heifers  under  two  years  old.— Prise,  £3,  P.  S.  Mao- 
DongalL    Highly  commended :  T.  Dnekham. 

SHOKTHOBITB. 

Bull»  irrespective  of  age.— Prize,  £3,  G.  Clive,  Perrystone 
(Sovereign  1st).  Highly  commended:  I.  Theyer,  Walford  Court. 
Two  breeding  cows  and  their  calves,  over  three  years  old.— 
Prize,  £2,  Bev.  W.  H.  Beever,  Penoraig  Ck>urt. 
aut  othbr  bbzed. 
Lot  of  breeding  cattle  in  proportion  to  the  acreage  of  land 
in  the  occupation  of  the  exhibitor.— Prize,  £8  3s.,  T.P.  Brown, 
Weir  End.    Commended:  P.  S.  MacBougall. 
SHEEP. 

LONG-WOOL. 

Pen  of  ten  breeding  ewes.— Prize,  £3,  B.  Loveridge,  The 
Callow. 

Pen  of  ten  yearling  ewes.— PrizcL  £8,  B.  Loveridge. 

Pen  of  ten  ewe  lambs.— lint  pnze,  £2,  B.  Loveridge ;  se- 
cond, £1,  C.  Kearsey,  Glewstone. 

Pen  of  ten  wether  hunbs.— first  prize,  £3,  B.  Loveridge ; 
second,  £1,  A.  Webb,  Moraston. 

Bam  lamb.— Ptrst  prise,  £2,  B.  Loveridge ;  second,  £1,  C. 
ILcaneya 


Yearling  ram.— First  prize,  £3,  not  awarded;  second,  £2, 
T.  S.  BradiBtock,  Cobrey  Park. 

8H0KT-W00L. 

Pen  of  ten  ewe  lambs.— Prize,  £2,  W.  Marfell,  Tretire. 
Pen  of  ten  wether  lambs.— Prize,  £2,  W.  Marfell. 

PIGS. 

Boar.— Pint  prize,  £2,  Bev.  W.  Holt  Berver ;  second,  £1, 
C.  Kearsey. 

Sow  in  fiirrow  or  with  pigs.—- First  prize,  £2,  J.  Hartland, 
Biddlestone ;  second,  £1,  J.  Marfell,  Pigeon  House. 

Pig  belonging  to  an  affricultural  labourer. — first  prize,  £1 
6s.,  W.  Greenway ;  seoona«  £1,  J.  Castree ;  third,  16s.,  John 
Worgan.  EXTBA  STCXIK. 

Berkshire  sow  and  Pi^.— Prize,  £1,  C.  Kearsey. 

Entire  cart-horse.— Prize.  £2, 1.  Theyer. 

Ten  Shropshire  wether  lambs.— Prize,  10s.,  A.  Armitage, 
Dadnor. 

Ten  Shropshire  ewe  lambs. — ^Prize,  10s.,  A.  Armitage. 

Fifty  Shropshire  ewes,  under  two  years. — Prize,  £2,  A. 
Armitage. 

Fifty  Shropshire  ewes,  over  two  years. — ^Prize,  £2,  A.  Armi- 

Naff  horse  (hunter).- Prize,  £1 12s.,  A.  N.  Bowie,  Bemi- 
than  Court. 
Yearling  cart  colt.— Prize,  £1  128.,  A.  N.  Bowie. 

GBAIN. 

Four.bushel  sack  of  white  wheat.— First  prize,  £2  2s.,  J. 
Cadhs,  Over-Boss  Farm ;  second,  £1  Is.,  C.  Kearsey. 

Four-bushel  sack  of  red  wheat. — ^flrst  prize,  £2  2s.,  A. 
Armitsge ;  second,  £1  Is.,  J.  Cadle. 

Fonr-busliel  sack  of  malting  barley,  a  fair  sample  from  a 
bulk  of  not  less  than  100  bushels.— First  prize,  £3  Ss.,  John 
Cadle  Ballingham  Hall ;  second,  £2  2s.,  John  Cadle,  Over- 
Boss  Farm.  BOOTS. 

Four  acres  of  swedes. — ^Prize,  silver  cup,  A.  K.  Bowie. 

Four  acres  of  turnips.— Prize,  silver  cup,  J.  Hartland, 
Biddlestone. 

Three  acres  of  swedes. — ^Prize,  silver  cup,  I.  Theyer,  Wal- 
ford Cyourt. 

Three  acres  of  turnips.— Prize,  silver  cup,  T.  P.  Brown, 
Weir  End. 

Collection  of  roots  grown  on  the  same  farm,  twdve  of  each 
to  be  exhibited  of  mangel,  swedes,  turnips,  and  carrots,  any 
variety.— First  prize,  £1  7s.,  B.  Scudamore,  Pengethley ;  se- 
cond, 16s.,  L  Theyer,  Walford  C^onrt. 

At  the  dinner,Mr.G.CLiVE,theCyhairman,8aid,Mr.Buckham 
had,  in  a  very  plaintive  tone,  expressed  a  hope  that  he  would 
become  a  patron  of  the  white  faces,  and  not  patronise  the 
Shorthorns.  He  read  the  able  letter  of  Mr.  Backham  in  the 
Agriculiural  Gateife,  in  which  he  proved  that  the  Herefords 
were  better  than  the  Shorthorns.  But  why  should  Short- 
horns be  excluded  from  Herefordshire?  If  the  Shorthorn 
was  so  inferior,  why  should  it  be  shut  of  the  county  P  It 
was  invidious  to  keep  it  out  Now  he  had  got  a  prize  that 
day  for  a  Shorthorn,  but  Mr.  Buckham  through  an  unfortu- 
nate accident  failed.  He  did  hope  that  Mr.  Buckham  would 
allow  those  who  wanted  milk  for  their  dairies  to  get  those 
cattle  which  were  best  adapted  to  supply  what  th^  wanted 
(kuffhter).  The  Shorthorn,  although  it  did  not  lay  on  so 
much  flesh  as  the  Hereford,  was  better  suited  for  many 
countries  than  the  Hereford. 

The  Bev.  W.  Holt  Besyor  asked  whether  they  could 
not  all  join  to  get  up  a  good  exhibition.  Th(^  could 
do  it  if  they  would  simply  take  some  interest  in  it.  He 
partook  of  none   of  the  jealousy  about  Shorthorns  and 
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Hereford!*  Ha  oovld  tall  them  that]  he  greaUj  admired 
their  Hereford^  bat  he  daimed  for  the  Shorthomi  that 
they  were  good  cattle,  and  he  did  not  tee  why  thoee 
who  had  begna  with  them  should  not  eontinae  to  so  on 
with  them.  Thej  might  have  a  magnificent  show  at  Here- 
ford. They  had  the  animals.  There  were  Mr.  Arkwright's 
animals,  Mr.  Wi^more's,  and  many  other  gentlemen  whom 
it  wonld  be  invidious  to  mention,  bat  what  they  wanted 
to  do  was  to  unite  together  and  to  determine  that 
they  wonld  have  a  good  show.  Ther  had  the  elements 
of  a  first-class  Cotswold,  and  they  had  a  fine,  aqnare- 
built,  flourishing,  close-wooUed  sheep,  and  also  seToral  other 
Tery  excellent  varieties.  Let  all  these  be  oultiyated,  and  let 
every  man  exhibit  and  they  wodd  have  a  good  show.  He  did 
not  think  that  they  ooold  go  on  as  they  were,  beeanae  he 
thought  they  were  going  on  on  a  false  idea. 

Mr.  T.  S.  Ba/LDSTOCK  said  the  falling  off  this  year  was 
attributed  to  the  want  of  keep,  bnt  in  tus  opinion  there  was 
another  reason,  viz.,  this,  that  a  good  deal  or  the  stock  had 
'  been  sold  during  the  last  two  or  three  weeks.  He  regretted 
hearing  of  some  instances  of  cattle  being  sold  £2  or  £3  per 
head  less  than  they  were  worth  in  the  spring,  becanse  he  leued 
that  they  had  been  sold  owing  to  the  shortness  of  keep  and  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  rent,  tithes,  rates,  and  other  ex- 
penses, the  heavy  charges  to  which  the  oocupiers  of  land  were 
uable.  It  had  been  ascertained  that  the  growing  crops 
gathered  last  harvest  would  not,  when  brought  to  market^  be 
more  than  sufficient  to  pay  the  half-yearly  rental,  and  a  good 
deal  would  be  required  for  the  keep  of  the  cart  horses  wtiich 
oould  not  be  sold  off  the  farm.  It  wonld  not,  therefore,  under 
these  circumstances,  have  surprised  him  if  he  had  not  seen 
anything  in  the  showyard.  He  oould  not  help  saving  that  he 
had  felt  surprise  in  reading  the  reports  of  agricultural 


ings  in  this  and  other  counties  held  during  the  last  month  or 
two,  to  observe  that  scarcely  any  allusion  nad  been  made  by 
any  of  the  speakers  as  to  the  nnsatiafactoiy  state  of  the  agricul- 
tural interest,  aggravated  by  the  long  drought  firom  whidi  th^ 
hadsoffend,    ItaeemedtohimaailaUtlieapeakfinhadbeea 


so  wonnd  up  by  the  honors  of  the  war  on  the  QmtineBtfiiit 
they  had  not  a  word  of  encouragement  to  cheer  the  fsmm  in 
the  trying  times  now  before  them.  He  recollected  some  tvotj 
years  ago,  when  great  depression  prevailed,  that  there  lu 
scarcely  a  meeting  at  which  sympathy  waa  not  expesoed  lor 
them.  He  recollected  the  late  Sir  Joseph  Bailey,  m  seknoY. 
ledging  the  toast  of  the  Members  for  the  Connhr  at  the  Igri. 
cultural  Society's  dinner,  after  speaking  feelin^y  and  fordblj 
to  his  constitoents  with  respect  to  the  difficulties  they  had  to 
contend  with,  said  he  thought  that  at  such  times  as  those  the 
landownen  should  look  around  them  and  see  whether  then 
was  not  some  pleasure  or  some  luxury  which  might  be  dis- 
pensed with  and  which  would  help  thmr  tenants.  He  biev 
of  no  greater  benefit  to  a  district  than  the  landowner  who 
spent  his  income  in  the  neighbourhood  in  which  he  lived;  bst 
there  was  one  luxury  which  he  had  no  hesitation  in  s^ing 
ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  not  only  becanse  it  was  a  touBt- 
farmer's  grievance,  but  because  it  waa  a  national  gnevtoee, 
and  that  was  the  over-preservation  of  game.  It  was  a  giier- 
ance,  becanse  it  robbed  the  tenant-&rmer  of  his  profits,  aid 
this  was  particularly  so  with  regard  to  rabbits,  which  in  nasj 
instances  were  gamekeepers'  peranisitee.  He  thought  oop- 
pensation  ought  to  be  made,  but  he  had  heard  of  maaj  ia- 
stances  of  compenaation  being  obtained,  and  of  cases  when 
compensation  should  hitve  been  received,  and  yet  the  tsoiata 
very  soon  afterwards  quitting  the  &rms.  He  knew  of  nothisg 
more  enjoyable  than  good  sport,  and  a  gentlemen  had  s  per- 
fect right  to  reserve  to  himself  the  right  of  shooting,  bat  in  hit 
opinion  only  so  long  as  he  did  not  injure  his  neighbous.  He 
wished  it  to  be  onwrstood  that  he  was  not  speaking  of  u; 
one.  He  knew  some  landlorda  who  preserved  their  game, 
and  who  had  some  fine  shooting,  and  yet  their  tenants  vere 
prosperous  and  happy  men,  and  were  perfectly  satisfied  with 
their  landlords.    They  would  easily  gueas  the  reason  why. 

Mr.  W.  MoERia,  the  secretary,  said  that  there  had  beea 
various  reasons  assigned  for  the  amallniiiB  of  the  show,  but  he 
attributed  it  to  a  want  of  money.  He  thought  if  ther  ooeld 
iaoreaae  tiifl  preminnu  th^  wouui  Boon  hare  a  Uxger  staov. 


SALE  OF  THE  CASTLE  FRASER  HERD  OF  POLLED  CATTLE. 


iSie  fine  herd  of  polled  cattle,  the  property  of  Colonel  Fraser 
of  Castle  Fraser,  Aberdeenshire,  was  disposed  of  bv  public 
auction  at  the  home  farm.  Mr.  Thomson,  Clayhills,  Alerdeen, 
was  the  auctioneer.  The  buyers,  animals,  and  prices  were  as 
fellows: 

€0V8  ASD  CALTBS. 

Masgie,  calved  June,  1863,  bred  by  Colonel  Fraaer.~Mr. 

Fnser,  Aquherton,  Kintore,  26  ga. 
Maria  (heifer  calf),  calved  April  2b,  1870.— Mr.  Walker,  Port- 

lethen,  13  gs. 
Sybil,  calved  April,  186*,  bred  by  Harry  Shaw,  Bogfem.— 

Sir  Qeorge  M*f  hereon  Grant,  Bart,  of  Ballendalloeh,  68  gs. 
Fred*s  Darling  (twin  heifer  calf),  calved  March  14, 1870.— 

Mr.  Morison,  Bognie,  39  gs. 
Fred's  Second  Darling  (twin  heifer  calf),  calved  March  14w 

1870.~Mr.  Paterson,  Mulben,  37  gs. 
lily,  calved  April,  1866,  bred  by  Cobnel  Fraser.— Mr.  Smith, 

Bumshangie,  Strichen,  40  gs. 
Maior   (buU  calf),   calved   April  S7,  1870.— Mr.  Morison, 

Bognie,  41  gs. 
Bknche,  calved  July,  1866,  bred  by  Colonel  Fraser.- Mr. 

Fordyce,  M.P.,  Bruckley,  60  gs. 
Melrose  (bull  calQ,  calved  July  6, 1870.— Mr.  Walker,  Port- 

letheu,  26  n. 
Oeorgina,  cslved  March,  1866,  bred  by  Colonel  Fraaer.— Mr. 

Mitchell,  Balgreen,  Gamrie,  37  gs. 

^^^.  ^5fff*I,^^^'  *^^«^  ^P"l  7, 1870.— Mr.  ManK>u,  Oak- 

hill.  Old  Meidrum,  32  gs. 
CoMtew,  calv«i  Febmanr,  1866,  bred  l^  Colonel  Fmser^ 

Mr.  Beaton,  Nethenty,  Old  Meldrnm,  Uga. 
The  Laird  (buU  all),  ejlved  May  10, 187£-Jir.  Andtzion, 

Angesfleld,  Aberdeen,  40  gs. 


Young  Grace,  calved  April,  1864,  bred  by  Colonel  Fraw.- 

Lord  Aberdeen,  16  gs.  ,  _, 

Sir  William  (bull  cJf)i  eelifA  July  14^  1870.-1^  m 

Dnif  House,  63  gs. 
Fanny,  calved  June,  1866,  bred  by  Cdonel  Fraser.— Lon 

Fife,40gs. 
Lord  Omoch  (boll  calf),  calved  Jane  3, 1870.— Mr.  Bwid, 

Portray,  Gamna,  31  gs.  ^  ^ 

Cyril,  odved  Apnl,  1867,  bred  by  Mr.  M'CoBibie,  Sada 

Skene.— Mr*  Boohan,  Anchmahoy,  27  gs. 

TWO-TZAS-OLD  HEinBS. 

Lively,  calved  January  20,  1868,  brod  bj  Goloiiel  FnMr.- 

LordHuntly,67gB.  „,    . 

Bella,  calved  Mav  24, 1868,  brad  I9  Colon«l  Fraser.-Co)a»t 

Fergason,  Pitrour,  36  gs.  „  ^ 

Emily,  calved  IIm  1,  1868,  bred  by  Mr.  M'Comhie,  BMi^ 

Skene.— Sir  A.  Bannerman,  Crimonmogate,  31  gs. 
najUiiiv&  HJUFUs. 
Soav,  calved  January  13, 1869,  bred  by  Mr.  Hany  L.  L  Kor* 

rison  of  Blair.— Mr.  Morison,  Bognie,  42  ga. 
Beauty,  ealved  July  6,  1869,  bred  by  Colonel  Fra8er.-Mr. 

Taylor,  Glenbarry,  87  ga. 
Lov  Jv,  calved  April  27, 1869.— Mr.  Ferguson,  Skenynaiao, 

Old  Deer. 

BTJIU.  „ 

Cupbearer,  ealved  March 20, 1868, bi«d Iqr Sir G«r«»f 
pherson  Grant  of  BallindaUoch,  Bart.— Mr.  MH>»w^ 
M.P.,Tmyfonr,38g8.  ^     ^ 

Hany,  called  Mardill,  1669,  bred  Mr.  Hiny  Shaw,  Bog- 

fein.— Sir  A  Bannerman. 

om-nAE-ou)  mox.  ,     ^^ 

ChArlie,  calTed  April  24^  1869<— Mr.  Martin,  Abade0B,Wg>' 
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SALE    OF    MB.    LYNN'S    SHOBTHOBNS, 
AT    STEOXTON,    GBANTHAM,    ON    THUBSDAY,    OCTOBEE    27th,    1870. 

BT  KB.    H.    nBATrOXD. 


C 


A  ptngnmh  has  noentlj  bem  goinff  the  round  of  fhe 

ipen  headod,  **  What  ib  show  condition  F*'  It  might  readily 
^  anfwered  "  SnooesBfiil  advertising^ ;  for  althonsh  itia  riaky, 
expenaiTe*  full  of  anxiety,  and  often  the  caoae  of  aore  dinp- 
pointawnt^  yet  it  ia  the  great  meana  of  introducing  good  eatUe 
to  the  notice  of  one's  own  oonntrjinen  and  the  aatiafaetion  of 
the  foreigner,  who  ia  often  ready,  if  the  animals  idease  him,  to 
dose  on  the  apot,  irreapeetiTe  of  pedigree,  breeaiDg,  or  price. 
Moreorer,  if  a  man  can  win  about  £30  or  £40  a  year,  it  pan 
him,  and  all  orer  that  beoomea  with  ordinair  Inok  a  proAt. 
Mr.  John  Lynn'a  •«<iwi«  have  been  going  toe  round  of  the 
show  for  seYenl  yeara,  and  with  Terr  lair  auooem.  Since  the 
days  of  Great  Comet  (16192),  a  noted  winner,  he  has  exhibited 
at  the  Bxmd,  the  Linoolnshire,  and  adjoining  county  meetings, 
while  at  the  more  local  ahows  he  has  general^  had  it  itrj  much 
hisownwiT.  Except  the  great  tnuuinff  quarters  at  Warlaby 
and  Towndey,  Osberton  and  Broad  Hinton,  Branchea  Park 
and  Bronghton,  few  animals  hafa  left  their  quartera  in  better 
condition,  more  evenly  fsd,  or  in  greater  bloom  than  those 
from  Stroxton.  Queen  of  Diamonds,  the  aecondpriae heifer  at 
the  Maneheater  Baytl,  was,  we  belie?e,  sold  for  200  gs.  to  go  to 
Canada,  and  the  great  New  Tors  Mills  flim  took  one  alao  at  a 
long  price.  Ocrasionally  bolls,  too,  have  been  sold  at  large 
Piioes,  as  it  was  announced  here  that  Sir  Thomaa  Whichoote 
had  giren  a  hundred  guineaa  for  one. 

All  who  left  for  Grantham  on  that  bright  October  morning 
expected  to  fLnd  thin^  in  iSunona  condition ;  nor  were  they 
in  the  leaat  disaj^inted;  for  with  tiie  exoeption  of  two 
or  three  that  liad  just  calred,  the^  were  all,  and  eapecially  the 
cdves,  in  fine  bloonL  full  of  hair,  mostly  pleasing  roans,  and 
with  plenty  of  flesh,  thqr  were  Rood  to  see.  A  Toy  large  oom- 
pany  assembled  by  noon,  and  Mr.  Strafford,  anxioua  to  be 
puDCtoal,  oonld  not  commence  until  the  last  relay  had  got  some- 
thing to  eat  in  the  somewhat  too  little  bam ;  tiiis,  with  a 
badly  arrangped  entrance  and  exit  lor  the  cme  by  double 
Kates  side  by  side,  looked  to  be  the  only  hitches  in  the  aale. 
Mr.  Earle  Wel^,  M.F.,  preaided  at  the  luncheon,  and,  aa  Mr. 
Strafford  said,  **  waa  a  moat  bnsincsa-like  ehairman.'* 

Clematia,  the  firat  lot,  fourteen  years  old,  waa  abort  on  the  leg 
and  had  a  nice  head,  and  thia,  with  sood  condition,  sent  her  along 
to  S2g8.,  at  which  price  Mr.  Woodi  got  her  for  Mr.  Fo^ambe ; 
&  pair  of  plain  three  yeara  old  twina  ^by  Prizeman  from  thia 
cow  he  let  paaa,  but  he  secured  one  of  the  twin's  daughters  by 
Cambrid^  Duke  4th,  a  nice  Uttle  red  heifer,  fine  in  the  bone 
and  bw  m  the  loin,  at  Stga.,  and  the  old  coar'a  own  daughter 
by  the  same  bull  at  40ga.,  a  pretty  thing  fall  of  hair,  with  a 
long  feoe.  The  two  bulla  of  the  same  tribe,  like  all  the  bulla 
uid  ererythinz  dae,  aold  remarkably  well.  Ama,  the 
Koond  cow  and  winner  of  half-a-dosen  prizea.  went  at  Slga.  to 
Mr.  Sharp,  of  Northamptonahire ;  her  bull  Grandee  Snd,  a 
bairy  roan,  with  white  hind  lega,  had  a  rather  narrow  loin,  but 
w  otherwiaeone  of  the  beat^  and  fetched  SOga. 

The  Pomp  faoiily  waa  tiie  tribe,  howerer,  upon  which  Mr. 
Lynn  baa  been  moat  sncceaafuL  Old  Pomp  horself,  Priiemen, 
ud  Pompous  had  all  been  noted  prize  wmnera,  and  the  aort 
^  brought  by  Mr.  Lynn*a  fether,  firom  Earl  Brownlow,  in 
1S45.  Pompooa  waa  certainly  a  fine  large  cow,  somewhat 
patchy  on  her  rumps,  but  with  a  good  breaat  end  and  on  ahort 
tt8>*  Thirty  waa  the  opening  bO,  and  Mr.  H.  Bnrtt  at  kst 
8ot  her  at  Mga. :  her  half-eiater,  Princeaa  of  Waka,  waa 
■^  niother  good  kft,  and  near  ealring;  and  Mr.  Caawell 
got  Prima  Donna,  own  aister  to  Princeaa  of  Walea,  tiro 
P^n ;  younger  |uid  all,  16ga.  choicer.  Pateliaa  out  of 
rompons,  and  three  yeara  old  iraa  a  Tery  fine  animal, 
^^  of  good  fgrowth,  heaTy  in  condition,  but  Terv  healthy 
^fiog ;  she  waa  quite  one  of  the  beat,  and  oompetition  ran 
high  ibr  her  all  round  the  ring;  Mr.  WiUdnaon'a  aharp **fiT^' 
4?*  ^  Quick  for  hia  opponent,  and  he  got  her  at  76ga.  Some 
bought  Sride  of  Thorn&le,  three  yeara  old,  out  of  Princeaa 


of  Walea,  the  better  of  the  two;  at  all  erenta  ahe  had  yonth 
on  her  aide,  and  ahe  goea  to  Mr.  Catchpole,  in  Suffolk, 
probably  to  appear  at  the  county  meetinn  next  year.  Peep-o*- 
night,  a  plain  red  and  white,  with  mie  forequartera,  went 
cheap  at  iQgs.  to  Mr.  Wortley ;  being  headatrong  and  obsti- 
nate ahe  took  some  time  to  get  from  the  ring,  and  the 
pedigree  waa  giYen  of  Proud  Boae,  before  ahe  could  be 
remoTcd.  A  nice  heifer  out  of  Pompoma,  elicited  acTcral 
bidders,  until  40  waa  called;  ** guineaa"  aaid  Mr.  Hol- 
and,  which  was  taken  u  two,  and  ahe  went  cheap.  Prize 
Aoae  of  thii  Camily  waa  alao  rerj  good,  and  a  prize  winner ; 
going  into  Mr.  rrudd*a  poaaession  at  ^  gs.  ahe  will,  un- 
doubtedly, come  out  again  next  year.  Pnnoe  Lincoln,  a 
smart  stylish  bull,  was  bought  by  Mr.  Upson,  of  Essex,  at 
63  as.,  also  for  showing,  and  Prince  Imperial,  a  fine  hairy  roan 
calL  made  48  ga. 

The  feahionable  blood  could  not,  howerer,  in  point  of 
perMwal  beauty,  com|»re  with  the  old  P.  family,  which 
came  originally  from  Mr,  Wilkinaon'a  atock  throogh  Earl 
Brownlow.  Cheerful,  by  the  mysterious  Mystic  (20391), 
out  of  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Adkins*  Charmer  5th,  waa  anything 
but  handsome;  Mr.  Baxter.  howcTcr,  thought  more  of  her 
than  moat  people,  and  he  bought  her  at  60  ga.  for  Cobnel 
Towudey;  a  tolerably  good  proof  of  her  excellenoe.  Her 
heifer  waa  sJao  pretty  to  look  at,  and  ahe  waa  bought  for  Mr. 
Graham  at  two  guineaa  dearer  than  her  dam.  May  Dew.  a  white 
heifer,  of  the  old  No.  13  tribe,  went  cheap  enough  to  Mr. 
Bnrseaa  at  81  n.,  and  a  white  Bhmch  heifer,  level  and  very 
good,  only  maoe  47  ga.  for  Mr.  WiUdnaon.  Seraph,  with  two 
pure  BatM*  crosses  on  the  Seraphina  tribe,  had  a  good  deal  of 
atyle,  and  there  waa  conaiderable  bidding  for  her,  Mr. 
Snodin  going  well  up  to  100  gs.,  at  which  price  she  waa  aold. 
Uer  eon  seemed  lignt  of  flesh  and  narrow  topped,  but  Mr. 
Buehnall  fended  the  three  pure  Batea'  croiaea,  and  got  him  at 
40  ^  ^P"!  Gwynne,  an  86  gs.  nurchase  at  Biddenham,  waa 
put  in  at  60  and  ran  away  with  Mr.  Howard  and  others  up  to 
b6gs.,  when  the  glass  was  hoisted.  Six  came  at  last,  andJir. 
Snodin  and  Lord  Norris  closed  until  the  latter  aecured  her  at  a 
100  ga.  for  Towneley.  Cambridge  Duke  4ih.  who  waa  oaraded 
Btanda  on  ahort  Imb,  with  a  good  head  and  neck ;  while  hia 
atock  were  Tery  gooa  with  fine  bone  but  narrow  tops,  reminding 
us  Tery  much  of  liord  Ghanoellor^a  produce  at  Mr.  Bowland 
Wood*a  last  year.  Aa  no  one  offered  Uie  200  gs.  reserre  he  was 
paaaed  out  again. 

A  few  piga  were  offered  at  the  dose  of  the  sale,  bred  chiefly 
from  LordlUdnor's  sort.  Mr.  Lynn  has  won  so  many !  prizes 
with  them  that  they  were  bound  to  aell  well ;  one  boar  making 
12  gs.  and  another  10  gs. 

Soon  after  the  sale  finished  a  heaTy  ahower  came  down  on 
thedepartingcompany,whowereall,  still,  in  good  spirits  to  find  a 
peiBefBring  tenant-fanner  had  had  auch  a  captalsale.  We 
near  that  aome  eight  or  ten  animals  are  left  with  a  heifer  and 
calf  of  the  Cambridge  Boae  blood  u  a  nudeus  of  a  luture  herd. 

cows  AKD  BBIflBS. 

Clematis,  roan,  calTed  February  1, 1856,  by  Sir  John  (12084), 
out  of  Clementina  by  dementi  (8399).*?.  J.  S.  Po^ambe^ 
S2ga. 

white,  calred  in  June,  1868f  byMarqnia  of  Exeter 
14906),  out  of  Amy  by  Burgkr  (10007).'-Mr.  Sharp, 
Iga. 
imnoua,  roan,  calTcd  in  March,  1861,  by  Great  Comet 
a6192),  out  of  Pomp  by  Sir  John  (12084).— H.  Burtt, 


Poi 


Cheo^d, 


,  red  and  white,  calTcd  April  26,  1862,  by  Mystic 

(20391),  out  of  Coquette  by  Mameluke  (13289).— CoL 

Towneky,  60  gs. 

Carry,  roan,  calred  NoTcmber  19, 1862,  by  WaTcrley  4th 

m084),  out  of  Clotilde  by  Ahna  (12387).--Mr.  BUnkney^ 
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Frinceu  of  Wales,  roan,  called  March  31, 1863.  by  Waverley 
4ih  (21084),  out  of  Pomp  by  Sir  John  (12084).— Mr. 
Qarfit,66ga. 

Pair  Maid,  roan,  calTed  in  Anguat,  1864,  by  V(raTerley^4th 
^1084),  out  of  Fame  by  Great  Comet  (16192).— Mr.  Kirk, 

Prima  Donna,  roan,  cal?ed  in  June,  1865,  by  Waverl^  4(h 

(21084),  out  of  Pomp  by  Sir  John  (12084).— J.  H.  Can- 

well,  40  gB. 
Lady  Julia,  roan,  calred  in  June*  1865,  by  Julias  Csesar 

(22008),  out  of  Comet's  PareweU  by  Great  Comet  (16192). 

— T.Adwick,37g8. 
JnUette,  red,  calved  in  June,  1865,  by  Julius  Cmsar  (22008), 

out  of  Fame  by  Great  Comet  (16192).— Mr.  Blankney, 

30  js. 
May  Dew,  white,  calved  June  26,  1866,  by  Clazton  (21483), 

out  of  May  Queen  by  Master  Rembrandt  (16545).— J. 

Burgess,  31  gs. 
Fatelina,  rich  roan,  calved  in  August,  1866,  by  VTaverley  4th 

(21084),  out  of  Pompous  by  Great  Comet  (16192).— Mr. 

Wilkinson,  75  gs. 
Seraph,  roan,  calved  December  6, 1866,  by  6lh  Grand  Duke 

(19876),  out  of  Seraphina  19th  by  Imperial  Oxford  (18084). 

— J.  Snoden,100gs. 
Charm,  roan,  calved  in  December,  1866,  by  Prixeman  (24870) 

out  of  Clematis  by  Sir  John  (12084).— Mr.  Garflt,  36  gs. 
Charming,  roan,  odved  in  December,  1866,  by  Priseman 

(24870),  out  of  Clematis,  by  Sir  John  (12084).— J.  H. 

Ca8swell,40n. 
Pride  of  Thomdale,  rich  roan,  calved  July  20, 1867,  by  Thorn- 
dale  Grand  Duke  (25310),  out  of  Princess  Boyal  by  Waver- 

ley  4th  (21084).- N.  Catchpole,  71  p. 
Peep  o'Night,  red  and  white,  calved  February  20,  1868,  by 

Prizeman  (24870),  out  of  Peep  o*Day  by  Great  Comet 

(16192).— £.  Wortiey,  40  gs. 
Proud  Rose,  rich  roan,  calved  February  27, 1868,  by  Garibaldi 

')),ottt  of  Pompous  by  Great  Comet  (16192).— W. 


ioIland,42gs. 
Princess  of  Thomdale,  rich  roan,  calved  April  30, 1868,  by 

Thomdale  Grand  Duke  (25310),  out  of  Princess  Royal  by 

Waverley  4th  (21084).— Mr.  Johnston^46gs. 
Blanehette  2nd,  white,  calved  May  10, 1868,  by  CosU  (21487), 

out  of  Brilliant  by  May  Duke  (13320).— Mr.  WUkinson, 

47  gs. 
Peep  o'Rose,  red,  calved  in  December,  1868,  by  Garibaldi 

(17919),  out  of  Peep  oDay  by  Great  Comet  (16192).— 

Capt  Aveling,28gs. 
Lady  Gray,  roan,  odved  in  December,  1868,  by  Thomdale 

Grand  Dake  (25310),  out  of  Lady  Julia  by  Julius  Csssar 

(22008).— Mr.  Wyles,  22  gs. 
Gipsy  Ginrnne,  red  and  little  white,  calved  July  24, 1869,  by 

Grand  Duke  of  Lightburae  (26290),  out  of  Goody  Gwynne 

by  5th  Grand  Duke  (19875).— Lord  Norrys.  100  gs. 
Lady,  roan,  calved  in  September,  1869,  by  Thomdale  Grand 

Duke  (25810),  out  of  Lady  Julia  by  Julius  Csosar  "*"'^**^ 

•*^R.  Burchnall,  25  gs. 


Florence,  roan,  calved  in  September,  1869,  by  tfaoraasis 

Grand  Duke  (25310),  out  of  Flora  by  Wavorkj  4th  (2108*). 

— Mr.  Uall,l8gs. 
Prize  Rose,  roan,  calved  in  December,  1869,  by  Oambridgs 

Duke  4th  (25706),  out  of  Peep  o' Dkj  bj  Gient  Cowt 

(16192).-J.  Frudd,  45  gs. 
Christmas  Rose,  rid,  calved  in  December,  1869,  by  Gambridgc 

Duke  4th  (25706),  out  of  Charming  by  Prinemaii  (24870). 

— F.  J.  S.  FoQambe,  36  gs. 
Primrose,  rich  roan,  calved  in  January,  1870.  by  Camfaridgs 

Duke  4th  (25706),  out  of  Patelina  by  Waver^y44fa  (21084). 

— Mr.  Marrion,  40  gs. 
Cheerful  Rose,  red,  calved  in  April,  1870,  by  Cunbridge  Dake 

4th  (25706),  out  of  Cheerful  by  Mystic  (30391).— Mr, 

Graham,  62  gs. 
China  Rose,  roan,  calved  in  June,    1870,  by    Caabriitge 

Duke  4th  (25706),  out  of  Clematis  by  Sir  John  (190d4}.- 

F.  J.  S.  Fbyambe,  40  gs. 
Wiseton  Rose,  roan,  calved  in  April,  1870,  by  Oambcidge  Duke 

4th  (25706),  out  of  May  Dew  by  Claxton  (214SS).— Mr. 

Maokinder,84gs. 
Parting  Rose,  roan,  calved  in  July,  1870,  by  Cambridge  Dnke 

4th  (25706),  out  of  Prima  Donna  by  Waverley  4th  (21084.) 

—Mr.  Tennant,  31  gs. 

BULLS. 

Cambridge  Duke  4ih  (25706),  red  and  white,  calved  June  1, 

1867,  by  4th  Duke  of  Thomdale  (17750),  out  of  Red  Rose 

by  Marmaduke  (14897).— Reserve  200  gs.,  not  sold. 
Prince  Linooln,  roan,  calved  in  August,  1869,  by  Tborndak 

Grand  Duke  (25310),  on  lof  Prima  Donna  by  Waverk^  4tk 

(21084).— J.  Upsom,  6S  gs. 
Duke  of  Suez,  roan,  calved  in  October,  1869,  bj  Cambridge 

Duke  4th  (25706),  out  of  Senph  by  Grand  Dshe  6Ui 

(19876).— S.  BuduiaU,  40  gs. 
CanUb,   red,   calved   in  November,   1869,   bj   Oambridse 

Duke  4th  (25706),  out  of  Charmer  by  Prizeman  (24S70).— 

Mr.  Garfit,  55  gs. 
Grandee  2nd,  rich  roan,  calved  in  January,  1870,  by  Cambridge 

Duke  4th  (25706),  out  of  Ama  by  Marquis  of  Exeter 

(14906).— CoL  Reeve,  50  gs. 
Prince  Imperial,  roan,  calved  in  Febmaiy,  1870,  bj  Cam- 

bridge  Duke  4th    (25706),   out  of  Pompous  by    Gipat 

Comet  (16192).— Mr.  MacHnder,  48  gs. 
Cockswain,  red,  calved  in  April,  1870,  bv  Cambridge  Dake 

4th  (26706),  out  of  Camilla  by  Waverlqr  4th  (21084).— 

Mr.  Hack,  32  gs. 
Charley,  red,  calved  in  September,  1870,  by  Cambridge  Dike 

4th  (25706),  out  of  Carry  by  Waverley  4th  (21084).— Mr. 

Tumer,  17  gs.  Sumjubt. 

£    s.    d.  £     s. 

82  cows    46    0    0    1,472    2 

7buUs    45  16    0    320    5 

39  averaged £46  19    2    £1,702    7 


SALE  OF  SHOBTHORNS  IN  ABEBDESNSHIBE. 


The  first  of  the  numerous  sales  of  young  Shorthoms  in 
Aberdeenshire  for  the  season  has  been  held  at  Upper-mill, 
parish  of  Tarvas,  where  25  young  bulls  and  23  heifers,  the 
property  of  and  bred  by  lb-.  W.  S.  Marr,  were  offered  by 
public  auction.  Of  the  25  bulls  offered,  ten  bad  for  sire  the 
three-year-old  roan  bull  Macduff,  bred  by  Mr.  Brace,  Broadland, 
Huntly ;  eight  of  the  buUs  were  descended  directly  from  the 
old  bull  Gold-Disger ;  three  were  after  Julius  Caesar,  bred 
hj  Mr.  Cruickshank,  Sittyton ;  the  other  four  were  by 
Prince  Louis,  Highland  Chief,  Roseberry,  and  Star  of  Peace. 
The  heifer  calves  were  all  after  Julius  Cmsar  and  Macduff; 
while  Alonso.  Prince  Loais,  Macduff,  and  Prince  of  Stokesley 
were  the  sirrs  of  the  yearling  heifers.  Among  the  sires  of 
the  two-year-old  heirers  was  Marmadake  11.,  tne  old  roan 
bull  bred  at  Sittyton,  that  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Cochrane,  Little  Haddo,  carried  the  challenge  cup  as  the  best 


Shorthorn  at  the  Boyal  Northem  Agricultural  Society's  Show 
at  Aberdeen  in  1869.  Mr.  MitcheU,  St.  John's  Welb»  Fyrie, 
discharged  the  duties  of  auctioneer.  The  foUowiag  were  the 
list  of  the  buyers,  the  animals,  and  the  prices  realised : 

BULL  CALVES. 

Minstrel  Boy,  red,  calved  May  5,  1869.'-Mr.  Brown,  Pitaa' 

moon,  Kincardineshire,  29  gs. 
Young  Gold-Digger,  red,  calved  November  26,  1869.— Mr. 

Nobl^WestA^die,27gs. 
Bazaine,  red,  calved  f  ebmary  18, 1870.— Mr.  Bmee,  Inver- 

quhonnery,  80  gs. 
Agamemnon,  white,  calved  Pebruaiy  14, 1870.— Mr.  Baidsy, 

Aberdour  House,  19  gs. 
Benown,  roan,  calved  iLuth  8, 1870.— Mr.  Maithmd,  Nether- 

ton,  85  gs. 
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My  FmToorite,  rotn,  caiTed  March  17,  1870.— Mr.  Barron, 

Mains  of  Crichie,  32  gs. 
Mitrailleiue,  roan,  calved  January  26, 1870.— Mr.  Gordon,  of 

Craigmjlfl,  24  g«. 
Rip  Van  Winkle,  roan,  calved  March  7,  1870.— Mr.  Leaak, 

SkelmafiUy,  26  gs. 
Lesseps,  red,  calved  April  9, 1870.— Mr.  Morrison,  New  Seat, 

21  n. 
His  Highness,  red,  calved  AprU  24,  1870.— Mr.  Maitland, 

Little  Methlic,  36  gs. 
Nogget,  red,  calved  April  24,  1870.— Mr.  Milne,  Kirkton  of 


onrtie,  19  gs. 

Steinmete,  red,  calved  March  29, 1870.— Mr.  Brown,  16  gs. 
Bismark,  red,  calved  April  6,  1870. — ^Mr.  Anderson,  Anchen- 

rieve,  24  gs. 
Arlilleiyman.  red  and  white,  calved  March  31,  1870. — Mr. 

Ritchie,  Mill  of  Bums,  i^e,  22  gs. 
Ready  Money,  roan,  calved  May  4>  1870.— Mr.  ?hilip,Gownor, 

21  gs. 
Mcliahon,  red  and  white,  calved  April  26, 1870.— Mr.Brebner, 

Balquhandnchty,  Methlic,  20  gs. 
Mountain  Chief,  red  and  white,  calved  April  26, 1870.— Mr. 

Borr,  Tnlloford,  Tarves,  19  gs. 
Moltke,  red.  calved  March  31,  1870.— Mr.  Hay,  NethermiU, 

16  gs. 
Meny  Andrew,  roan,  calved  May  31. — Mr.  Jaffray  Banks, 

I^vicj  16  gs. 
Caledonia^  roan,  calved  May  11, 1869. — ^Mr.  Crooke,  Cromlet, 

82  gs. 

SEim  CJLLVE8. 

New  Teal's  Gift,  red,  calved  January  1,  1870.— Mr.  Gray, 
BarUe  Chapel,  20 Js. 

Annie,  roan,  calved  f^Bbmary  10, 1870. — Mr.  MoUison,  Inver- 
ness, 29  gs. 

Cinderella,  red  and  white,  calved  March  20,  1870.— Mr. 
Gordon,  of  Craigmyle,  29  gs. 


Mavonmeen,  roan,  calved  March  14,  1870. — Mr.  Anderson  , 

Anehenrieve,  17  gs. 
Bocket,  red,  calved  March  6, 1870.— Mr.  Mollison,  17  gs. 
Diana,  roan,  calved  April  1,1870.— Mr.Leaak,Skelimaillly,20gs. 

ONS-TVAK-OLD  BXUTXBS. 

Amelia,  roan,  calved  April  30,  1869. — Mr.  Ironside,  Cairns, 

New  Deer,  16  gs. 
Eoaebud,  red,  calved  June  SO,  1869.— Mr.  Firie,  Orchards- 
town,  Udny,  18  gs. 
Regina,  red,  calved  rebmary  24, 1869.— Mr.  Gordon,  20  gs. 
Dinah,  white,  calved  January  29,  1869.— Mr.  Walker,  Tilly. 

maud,  26  gs. 
Joan  of  Are,  roan,  calved  March  23rd,  1869.— Mr.  Adam, 

Mill  of  Balcaim,  Old  Meldrum,  24  gs. 
Moes  Rose,  red,  calved  April  4,  1869.— Mr.  Shepherd,  of 

Aldie,  31  gs. 
Songstress,  nd  and  white,  calved  February  14. — Mr.  Duthie, 

Tarves,  20  gs. 
MoUy,  roan,  calved  March  28, 1869.— Mr.  CampbeU,  KineUar 

26  gs. 

TWO-TXAR-OLD  HBITCRS. 

Cleopatra, red  and  white,  calved  May  20, 1868.— Mr.  Mitchell, 
Meiklel' 


Haddo,  26  gs. 
May  <4ueen,  red,  calved  May  20,  1868.— Mr.  Thompson, 

New  Seat,  26  ss. 
Romp,  red  and  white,  calved  March  16,  1868.— Mr.  Bruce, 

Inverquhamey,  28  gs. 
Sporran  II.,  roan,  calved  March  16,  1868.— Mr.    Duthie, 

Tarves,  29  gs. 
Goldie  VUI.,  roan,  calved  March  18, 1868.— Mr.  Oran,  Kirk- 

ton,  Inverness,  86  gs. 
Lady  Polworth  lU.,  calved   March  22,  1868.— Mr.  Firie, 

Orchardstown,  30  gs. 
Helena,  roan,  calved  March  80.— Mr.  MoUison,  30  gv. 
Apricot  X.,  red  and  white,  calved  January  10, 18i68.— Mr. 

Bruce,  26  gs. 


THE    BATH    AND    WEST  OF    ENGLAND    SOCIETY.   AND    SOUTHERN 

COUNTIES    ASSOCIATION. 


The  usual  meeting  of  the  Council  was  hdd  on  Tuesday, 
October  26th,  at  the  White  Lion,  BristoL     Present,  Sir  J.  T. 

B.  Duckworth,  Bart.,  in  the  chair,  Messrs.  T.  D.  Aeknd, 
M.P.,  R.  Bremridge,  J.  T.  Boseawen  (Hon.  and  Rev.),  W. 
A.  Bruce,  C.  Bush,  R.  H.  Bush,  T.  Danger,  J.  T.  Davy,  J. 
Daw,  A.  F.  M.  Druoe,  F.  W.  Dymond,  Jonathan  Gray,  A.  R. 
Grenfell,  J.  W.  King,  J.  Lush,  H.  A.  F.  LuttreU  (Colonel) 
H.  St.  John  Maule,  H.  G.  Moysey,  T.  PhiUpotts  (Rev.),  J. 

C.  Moore  Stevens,  A.  C.  Thynne  (Rev.),  H.  Williams,  H. 
Spackman  (official  superintendent),  W.  Smith  (official  ac- 
countant), and  J.  Goodwin  (seerotsjy  and  editor). 

QuiLDroBD  Mietihg,  187L— The  Council  resolved  that 
this  meeting  shall  commence  on  Whit-monday,  May  29th,  and 
having  approved  the  stock  and  poultry  prise  sheets  ordered 
that  they  be  forthwith  printed  and  circulated.  The  amount 
offered  in  prises  by  the  Society  is  much  greater  than  at  any 
former  meeting,  in  addition  to  which  there  are  local  prices  for 
wheat,  hops,  and  groups  of  Southdown  ewes  and  lambs.  Sns- 
Eex  cattle  are  placed  on  the  same  footing  in  the  prize  sheet  as 
Devons,  Herefords,  and  Shorthorns.  There  are  also  prizes  for 
four  classes  of  Channel  Island  cattle.  In  the  sheep  dassea 
several  additions  have  been  made.  As  a  means  of  encouraging 
the  horse  show  the  Council  has  resolved  again  to  reduce  the 
charge  for  horse  boxes  in  the  show  yard.  In  the  pig  classes 
there  are  separate  classes  for  Berkshires,  which  will  not  be  al- 
lowed to  compete  with  animals  of  the  large  or  small  breed, 
Mr.  Miles,  of  Exeter,  again  offers  prizes  for  horse-shoeing. 


Among  the  special  conditions  affecting  the  exhibition  o 
stock  are  the  appointment  of  '*  two  inspectors  to  f  xamine 
sheep  on  their  admission  to  the  show  yard  with  instructions 
to  report  to  the  stewards  any  cases  in  which  sheep  have  not 
been  really  and  fairly  shorn  bare,**  and  that "  all  cattle  will  be 
required  to  be  paraded  in  the  ring  at  least  once  a  day  at  the 
discretion  of  the  steurards.** 

Members,  subscribing  not  less  than  £1  per  annum,  elected 
on  or  before  the  last  Tuesday  of  February  next,  will  be  entitled 
to  exhibit  with  special  privileges. 

Thi  IxPLBiOEiiT  CoMMiTTBS  reported  that  they  had 
amended  the  regulations  with  a  view  to  the  exclusion  from  the 
showyard  of  any  frivolous  olgects,  and  any  articles  thought  un- 
suiUble  or  foreign  to  the  purposes  of  an  agricultural  meeting. 

Tbs  MiSTlso  01  1872.— Mr.  H.  Williams  having  pre- 
sented an  invitation  to  the  Council,  from  a  public  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Dorchester  and  neighhbourhood,  for  the  So- 
ciety to  hold  iU  meeting  there  in  1872,  a  deputation  was  ap- 
pointed to  visit  the  town,  to  inspect  the  ground  offered  for 
show  yard  and  fields,  and  to  report  to  the  Council  at  the  next 


N2W  MncBBRS.— C.  G.  Roberts,  Shotter  Mill,  Haslemere ; 
Capt.  Long,  Woodlands,  Congresbury ;  W.  Baker,  Temple- 
street,  Bristol ',  J.  Oalpin,  Dorchester. 
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ECHOES     PEOM    THE    AUTUMN     MEETINGS. 


CHESHIKE. 

At  Over,  Mr.  Jos.  AsTOS  (BruMj  Oreen)  eoniidend  the 
show  of  cheeae  had  been  good  for  m  local  sociefy,  and  that  to 
which  prizee  had  been  given  was  excellent.  It  was  tme  that 
the  one  they  had  tasted  at  dinner  would  be  better  if  it  con- 
tained a  litter  more  fiiit,  or,  u  he  ahoold  have  said,  n  little 
more  batter,  and  if  it  wen  idioat  three  weeks  older,  for  he  had 
no  doubt  in  hii  own  mind  that  it  wonld  improTC  by  keeping. 
When  a  goodly  number  of  competitors  met  in  a  show  yara,  £e 
knew  from  experience  that  most  of  them  were  sanguine  about 
taking  prises,  and  if  they  Med  in  doing  so  they  were  disposed 
to  lay  part  of  the  fault  to  the  judges,  whereas  they  mi^t  be 
entirely  innocent  in  the  matter.  It  was  possible  for  an  unsnc- 
cessM  exhibitor  of  cheese  to  hare  a  better  daiiy  of  cheese  at 
home  than  a  successful  one,  but  the  latter  mifj^t  be  more  for- 
tunate in  selecting  the  cheese  he  exhibited  in  a  mora  forward 
state  for  the  market ;  but  the  former,  by  keeping  his  cheese  a 
little,  miji^t  ultimately  secure  a  higher  price  than  the  paity 
who  had  gained  an  adTantage  over  bun  in  the  show  yard.  He 
considered  the  show  of  butter  Toy  excellent.  Most  of  the 
samples  exhibited  were  of  a  superior  description,  and  Mr.  Bate 
and  himself  experienced  some  little  difficulty  in  awarding  the 
prizes ;  and  if  tni^  did  err,  either  as  to  the  cheese  or  butUr, 
Ae  assured  them  it  was  only  after  fireqnent  comparisons  and 
great  care  and  deliberation.  They  had  heard  a  great  deal  of 
talk  of  late  about  American  cheese-makers  driving  them  out  of 
the  market,  but  he  oonld  assure  the  possessors  of  first-rate 
dairies  of  cheese  that  there  was  no  fear  whatever  of  that  He 
knew  as  a  fact  that  there  had  been  sereral  lots  of  Cheshire 
cheese  recently  sold  in  London  from  14a.  to  16s.  per  hundred- 
weight higher  than  the  top  price  obtained  for  American  cheese. 
Notwithstanding  the  Texy  large  quantities  of  American  cheese 
which  had  lately  been  imported  into  this  country,  nothing  had 
yet  reached  the  English  snows  comparable  to  the  best  Ei^lish 
or  Cheshire  dairies.  He  beliered  that  the  American  cheese- 
makers  were  jubilant  when  the  £n§^h  fimnen  were  down 
upon  their  badu  through  the  rinderpest  attacking  their  cattle, 
and  that  the  former  confidentlY  expected  to  dislodge  the  latter 
from  the  high  position  they  had  hitoetto  oeeupied ;  bat,  so  &r. 
they  had  faued  to  do  so.  The  best  Cheshire  cheese  possessed 
rare  excellencies,  and  he,  as  a  Cheshire  man,  did  not  feel 
disposed  to  give  quarter  to  any  cheese-maker  in  the  world. 
This  was  a  great  daur  coon^ :  it  once  stood  head  and  shoulders 
above  all  others,  ana  its  high  position  was  stiU  mij^tiiy  fidt 
when  it  came  into  eompetinoa  with  other  daiir  distriots  of 
Enriand  and  Soothmd.  They  had  a  practical  demonstration 
of  that  when  the  Boyal  show  was  helci  at  Manchester.  But, 
notwithstanding  the  excellencies  Of  Cheshire  cheese,  he  ad- 
vised them  to  kem  their  eves  open  and  to  learn  all  they  could 
in  reference  to  cheese-making;  and  if  with  that  they  were 
skilful,  energetic,  and  persevering,  no  doubt  they  would  still 
succeed  in  making  cheese. 

Colonel  Cholmqnsklit,  the  chairmaBi  said  it  was  a  fuhion 
with  newspaper  writers  and  people  in  towns,  to  write  or  Udk 
of  the  agricultural  labourer  as  if  he  had  scarwly  any  intellect. 
He  wished  to  goodness  that  some  of  those  men  who  wrote 
those  paragraphs,  and  stated  their  opinions  of  the  agricultural 
labourer,  were  set  down  in  Australia  or  America,  or  anywheres 
and  left  to  shift  for  themselves  compared  with  an  agricultval 
labourer,  instead  of  ^ing  about  agitating  others,  who  had 
only  the  wish  to  do  their  duty  in  the  state  of  life  in  which  they 
were  placed.  Take  an  agrionltaial  labourer,  ud  tell  him  they 
wanted  a  thing  done— whether  it  was  a  bit  of  slating,  oJF 
carpentry,  of  roofing,  levelling^  hedging  and  ditchinfp---and 
there  was  no  one  thing  which  he  would  not  do ;  he  could  turn 
his  hand  to  aaythinff— of  coum  he  Tthe  speaker)  was  talking 
of  the  good  one.  Look  at  him  with  his  iSs.,  ISs.,  or  14e.  a 
week!  his  house  so  dean  that  you  might  eat  your  dinner  off 
the  floorl  Look  at  him  with  a  wife  and  children,  and  yet 
contriving  to  lay  bv  something  fior  his  dub.  He  (the  speaker) 
only  wished  that  the  dubs  were  better,  that  he  could  persuade 
the  members  to  wt  their  money  into  the  Government  Savings* 
Bank  instead  of  into  dobs^  where  they  sometimes  lost  the 


accumulated  savings  of  many  yean— lost  them  jeitititK 
when  they  were  most  needed ;  whereas  if  thcf  hii  Gqtr- 
ment  eeeuity  it  would  not  be  so.  EDb  asked  them  to  looki: 
the  agricultural  labourer,  even  when  overtaken  bj  dutrata 
trouble;  at  such  a  time,  who  so  independent,  ao  kNthtokiw 
anything  done  for  him  as  he  P  If  he  (Coloaiel  ChobDosde>;) 
went  out  hunting  or  shootiiu^  and  met  an  agricdtmal  bVv? 
—he  was  talking  of  men  of  a  certain  age— yonr  ipion^ 
chap  between  eighteen  and  three  or  four  and  tveatj,  tIio  tA- 
ridrnd  it  manly  to  be  undvil  and  say  only  " no"  ud  "jtb." 
iras  detestable ;  but»  after  he  got  settled  snd  osnied,  be  W 
alw^  a  smile,  tondied  his  hat,  and  did  aomethiiigvtidie^ 
it  a  pleasure  to  meet  him.  If  they  mot  a  flst^nu  be  vci. 
say  what  was  equivalent  to  **  Bless  tou  P  bat  if  t^  otfi 
man  urith  a  white  jacket  he  scowled  at  you ;  sad  yet  ke,*ie 
skilled  labourer,  was  preached  up  as  a  paragon  of  pafiedfGc, 
in  him  was  supposed  to  be  sU  the  intellect  and  pover  of  tk 
country,  and  vet  when  he  met  you  there  iru  a  asvl  ii  b 
&ce,  u  mucn  as  to  say  *'  What  bnsinesB  had  ym  as  tb' 
hoiaeP  I  ought  to  be  on  it."  Wdl,  all  this  wai kadis; .? 
to  a  point,  and  it  iras  this— that  as  they  had  a  specUIcJn 
for  agricultural  labourers,  he  would  like  to  soggot  to  tte 
members  that  those  labonren  who  took  prizes  woeld  tarn 
dinner  tickets. 

Mr.  Bi.  Button  oonld  not  agree  with  what  the  cbiicu 
had  said  about  the  agricultural  labourer,  as  he  believed  t^i: 
education  muat  tend  to  general  advancement,  and  he  bopeu: 
was  not  tme  that  the  instruction  given  to  the  last  gcsen!:.^ 
had  tended  to  their  deterioration,  llieir  young  meD  ai|t{ 
not  aeem  so  respectful  as  they  ought  to  be,  bat  he  did :.' 
think  that  education  was  to  Uame  for  this ;  if  lo,  vhit  vcd 
be  the  case  when  education  became  general  P  Th^  mvA  itf 
in  mind  that  if  thejr  educated  a  man  he  would  thisk  for  kia- 
adf ;  he  would  daim  for  himself,  what  was  the  right  dt^ 
man,  to  form  hia  own  opinion  on  the  sdbieds  whicb  ost 
before  him.  He  (Mr.  Button)  hoped  that  edoeation  v6&^ 
induce  sober  and  industrious  habits  as  well  ss  s  bor  istde- 
gent  performance  of  duties  of  the  agricultorsl  Isboincr.  & 
would  be  glad  if  he  eould  endorse  aU  that  had  beea  add  tbc^ 
kbouren'  cottages,  but  he  happened  to  kaow  that  eresiaik 
neiffhbottrhood  of  Bdamere  the  floors  were  not  qsite  webs 
asthecolond  had  represented.  Considering  the  popoli:^<> 
in  fact,  there  was  no  part  of  the  county  from  whidi  i  Urr 
nnmb^  of  nuisances  was  reported  to  the  sanitaiy  eaam'» 
than  from  Ddamere,  and  he  was  a£raid  IhaefiDR  tbt  w  | 
cottages  whieh  came  under  the  notice  of  the  odonel  mat  ^ 
been  some  of  the  deanest  and  best  ordered.  Hshopedtkf 
wen  all  as  good  as  the  oolond  had  represented.  ' 


At  Tarporley,  Sir  f  anip  Obxt  Eoxston,  the  diiii«^ 
said.  As  to  agreements  between  hndlords  and  tenant^  be  w 
readfmany  pamphlets  and  many  speeches  on  thii  iabf(i», 
so  fhr  u  his  judgiaent  went,  allthat  hehadnsdhadbenbac 
upon  a  folse  foundation— 4hat  of  the  possibility  of  aiflf^g* 
regular  and  uniform  plan  in  the  drawing  up  of  sll  *p*^*^ 
between  kndlords  and  tenants  in  tiie  United  Kingdon.  at 
thought  it  would  be  impossible,  owing  to  the  diftreat  b^  ■ 
the  people,  the  difforanoe  in  the  modes  of  iVriedtaie,  ud  v^ 
vuying  customs  of  different  neighbonfaoodstoeitsUiihflie 
form  which  wouM  adapt  itnlf  to  the  whole  eoontij.  u 
couTM^  if  the  foundation  were  rotten  the  supcntrert«*^ 
foil;  but  he  would  say  a  word  or  two  about  thst  ItpiwJg 
on  the  assumption  tiiat  all  ought  to  be  kft  to  tiietBBiBt  ae 
perfbetiy  agreed  with  tiiat»  if  all  tanants  were  good  tffBi^ 
Aqy  landlord  could  tnut  a  good  tenant,  bat  he  ant  have  «flf 

hold  upon  a  bad  tenant.  NowaUtiiereitriotiflttsiBlM*^ 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  landlord  ayuaitthsh^f^ 
and  not  with  the  view  of  tyug  tiie  hanoi  of  a  pw  tnc- 
They  knew  perfeetiy  wdltiiatlf  a  bad  tenant  got  hold  of  •  «^ 
and  took  evesything  off  it  witturaft  patting  nitiuag Jf^ 
tiie  form  must  dotenorate,  and  if  it  went  into  ne»^'^ 
a  tenant  could  not  be  lionnd  the  landlord  was  obfigN  to  vr 
tothefomandworkitforeigli^orteByetfB  hdut»f^ 
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i  ft  tenftnt;  lad  tiiowfon  it  wis  n&o&uuj  then  thodd 
)  some  TMmedoiis,  but  that  they  Bhoold  be  interpreted 
benDj.  He  would  gi?e  them  an  illiutratioii  of  what  |he 
ant.  In  his  leaaei  there  was  a  condition,  that  for  erar 
n  of  haj  taken  off  the  iann  a  fine  of  £10  ihoud  be  impoaed. 
he  other  day  he  met  a  magnificent  team  of  one  of  his  tenuiti 
iking  a  loaa  of  har  ofE^  which  had  been  ioId«  and  hiB  only  re- 
pot WB8  that  it  had  not  been  sold  when  ha/  fetched  u  mnoh 
I  now ;  and  he  (Sir  Fhilip)  was  glad  of  this  beeanse  he  knew 
lat  man  had  mannied  his  land  with  sorereigns.  Althongh  he 
id  it  in  his  power  to  have  fined  that  tenant  £10  for  erery  ton, 
f  coarse  he  was  glad  to  see  him  making  a  profit  of  Us 
inn  in  that  way.  Bat  if  that  hay  had  belonged  to  a  tenant, 
)  a  man  who  had  nMrleeted  his  farm,  then  he  had  the  power 
t  the  lease  to  come  down  npon  him.  He  gave  this  to  show 
ut  a  liberal  feeling  onghtto  exist  between  the  landlord  and 
nant  Depend  npon  it,  no  written  doennunt  or  anythins  a 
iwyer  oonld  deriM  was  equal  to  a  good  nndentandinff  oe- 
reen  landlord  and  tenant— a  mntnal  feeling  of  dependenee 
ae  upon  the  other — a  feeling  of  honour  u  between  man 
ad  man,  and  Christian  wi>w  ynJ^  Christian  man.  The 
irm  of  letting  depended  not  npon  landlords  nor  npon 
numta,  bat  npon  both,  and  societies  snoh  as  that  were  very 
nell  calcolatea  to  promote  mntoal  oood  feeling  between  them. 
Iiat  led  him  to  another  taljec^  which  had  been  mnch  dis- 
ced, the  OTcr-pieser  ration  of  game ;  and  oertainlT  in  some 
istricta  there  was  an  excess  of  game--he  was  not  aUnding  to 
abbita,  which  were  Tcrmin,  and  oaght  to  be  6terminated--4ie 
lad  no  feeling  for  a  rabbit,  except  it  were  smothered  in  onions. 
ht  with  reference  to  game,  not  in  excess,  he  thoaa^  it  would 
le  for  the  benefit  of  the  fermers  to  enooarage  it.  Ther  knew 
'erj  veil  that  centiemen  most  have  amnsements,  not  battnes, 
)ot  moderate  snooting,  provided  rabits  oonld  be  kept  down, 
i  was  kia  neatest  plrasare  to  see  his  neighboors  coming  ont 
0  beat,  and  take  part  in  the  sport.  In  some  counties,  where 
here  ii  an  excess  of  game,  he  thought  there  oaght  to  be  some 
pedal  arrangements,  not  only  as  between  tenant  and  farmer, 
mt  between  the  holders  of  a4joiniog  farms,  where  the  one 
vm  waa  likely  to  be  overrun  with  game  firom  another.  Still 
he  great  thing  waa  to  keep  gentlemen  in  the  county,  because 
f  the  game  where  whoUy  destroyed  there  would  be  nothing 
or  gentlemen  to  do,  and  thety  would  go  to  where  they  could 
;et  shooting.  He  did  not  think  this  county  suffered  from  an 
zoeas  of  game,  bat,  depend  npon  it,  the  secret  of  keeping 
iovn  game— he  would  tell  them  all,  and  he  wiahed  it  were 
3)own  beyond  that  room— was  to  encourage  fox-huntmg — not 
hat  the  foxes  destroyed  the  game,  bat  because  the  landlord 
avited  all  hia  frienda  to  partake  of  the  sport,  and  that,  not  to 
P^  of  collateral  advantages  arising  through  the  sale  of  oats 
Ad  other  things,  helped  to  keep  down  that  excess  of  battue 
booting  more  than  anything  else  in  the  woiid. 

CUHBEBLAND. 
At  Brampton,  Mr.  W.  Tobb,  of  Aylesby,  uid :  "VTith  lagard 
0  icienoe  and  practice  in  agricultnre,  he  believed  ii  was  now 
ntty  well  known  and  ascertained  that  intelliaenoe  could  reach 
be  fannen  as  well  as  an^  other  class  in  the  kingdom,  it 
'Kd  to  be  a  fevoorite  maxim,  and  he  knew  a  Prime  Minister 
(England  once  said,  that  the  fermers  had  heads  as  thick  as 
bedodathey  cnltivated.  Wdl,  that  day  they  knew  pretty 
reUhadgoneby.  **ThepipingtinwsofpeM9e'^had  not  lately 
«ea  very  prosperoas  ones  to  banners :  they  had  snffisredsome- 
■^nat  daring  the  last  three  years:  and  no  one  nerhaps  could 
P«u  more  feelinglv  on  that  point  than  himself,  for  he  believed 
«  had  kMt  as  nuMh  money  as,  if  not  more  than,  most  formers 
BM^d.  And  he  wu  not  himself  responsible  for  that 
»  had  done  his  best,  rising  up  early  and  late  taking  rest;  he 
|«(l  not  exactiy,  perhj^  **  eaten  the  bread  of  oarefhlaess,''  but 
e  bad  made  no  manm,  and  he  had  lost  a  lot  of  money.  He 
«ueTed  thia,  that  tfaeiarming  of  the  present  day  was  a  very 
*^  vay  of  getting  rich.  He  did  not  know  of  any  former  of 
1^  J^uintaaoe  who  had  managed  his  form  io  that 
^tber  man  oonld  form  after  him,  uid  paid  a  good  rent,  who 
uf]  "V?^  ^  ffrwt  deal  at  it.  But  a  former  took  a  great 
rVi  vj^'^'^^inff*  ^3wy  might  treq^ass  on  him  a  good  long 
^^re  he  would  break,  and  he  thought  that  m  paying 
^-  K)  the  pound  be  was  more  honest  than  his  neighbours. 
^werer,  bo  that  u  it  might,  they  must  now  rouse  thmnselve^ 
"ft  yep  their  heads  wide  awake,  and  maintain  that  improved 
^tum  which  the  foam  of&igiud  had»  to  hia  ontiiii 


i^m  u  iney  iniroaocea  n  inio  we  ooanw  on  a  oroaa  acaie 
Lirinr,  they  were  more  likely  to  do  f^ood  to  their  county 
i  if  niOT  spent  a  lot  of  their  own  *'  tm*'  in  purchasing  ma* 
les.    If  the  system  obtained,  a  small  former  would  hire  for 


knowledge,  attained  within  the  last  qniiier  of  a  oentuiy* 
They  must  take  advantage  of  science  and  everything  they 
could,  bnt  they  must  mind  not  to  spend  thirteenpenoe  for  a 
shillinf^s  worth  of  labour,  bat  rattier  to  spend  a  shillinff  for 
thirteaDpenoe-worth.  He  believed  that  in  the  steam  cultiva- 
tion tiiey  had  an  opportanity  now  of  doing  work  which  their 
forefothers  never  hu,  bnt  ne  looked  npon  it  rather  as  an  ad- 
dition to  good  cultivation  than  a  cheapening  of  ordinary  cul- 
tivation. It  was  simidy  that  they  could  do  by  steam  that 
which  they  never  couid  do  by  horses.  But  they  would  never  find 
that  steam  would  do  away  with  horses.  If  they  adopted  steam 
cultivation,  he  ventured  to  say  they  would  not  save  one  pair  of 
hones  in  ten ;  they  would  do  the  work  much  better  and  more 
effectually  by  steam,  but  thev  would  always  have  a  thoroughly 
good  lot  of  cart  horsei  (ss  they  had  in  Cumberland)  to  culti- 
vate their  land.  He  had  lately  had  a  long  journey  with  his  friend 
Mr.  Qibbons— than  whom  he  found  there  were  few  men  more 
respected  in  Cumberland— through  the  counties  of  Bucks 
and  Oxfordshire,  to  find  a  finelv  coltivated  form  for  a  prize  of 
100  guineas.  It  was  a  compliment  to  Cumberland  and  lin- 
oolnsnire  that  the  task  was  left  in  the  hands  of  men  belonging 
to  those  counties,  and,  patting  them  together,  he  thought  they 
wouU  take  a  good  deal  of  beating.  At  all  events  they  found  a 
farm  answering  the  necessarv  requirements,  and  as  there  were 
some  ladies  present  he  woula  willingly  tell  them  it  was  a  form 
belonging  to  a  widow.  He  ventured  to  think  that  a  Cumberland 
former  iihe  went  down  to  Oxfordshire  would  find  something  to 
learn  in  the  management  of  sheep.  Travelling  from  home 
always  learned  people  something.  As  Shakespeare  said,  "Home- 
keeping  youths  nave  ever  homefy  wita,**  and  thia  was  as  true  as 
anvthing  he  could  tell  them.  With  regard  to  ateam 
cultivation  he  held  a  little  crotchet  of  his  own.  He 
thought  if  they  introduced  it  into  the  ooanty  on  a  broad  scale 
of  Wring  '^ 1.1.-1-.-  ^ i  .-  .i--- .- 

thani 

chines.    If  th'e  avstem  obtained,  i 

a  twenlr-acre  field,  when  he  would  not  employ  steam  if  he  had 

to  buy  his  own  implements.    He  hired  very  largely  himself, 

and  tae  more  he  hired  the  better  he  liked  it.    An  engine  was 

all  the  better  for  being  worked,  and  the  man  who  attended  to 

it  constantly  was  more  likely  to  work  it  well  than  a  casual 

hand. 

Colonel  Salkxld  said  there  were  q^uestions  which  had 
such  local  interest,  particularly  to  agnculturists,  that  he 
thought  he  should  not  be  unfoirly  infringing  their  roles  if  he 
vrutued  to  refer  to  one  or  two  m  them  on  the  present  oc- 
casion. The  local  taxation  of  this  oountry  was  becoming  a 
snlgect  which  was  attracting  the  attention  of  fiarmen,  and  ,nad 
frequently  been  discussed  A  Farmers'  Clubs  and  agricnltnral 
maatinga  for  thc  last  few  ycara.  Now,  durinir  the  last 
few  years.  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer  had  oeen  very 
fortunate  in  claiming  credit  to  themselves  for  obtaining,  by 
their  economy  and  good  management,  a  considerable  aurplus ; 
and  when  there  was  a  surplus  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year 
thoe  was  grsat  expectotion  as  to  what  taxes  would  be  re- 
mitted. Bat  on  no  one  occasion  had  he  ever  heard  of  a  remia- 
sion  of  local  taxation.  On  the  contrarv,  while  there  were  lots 
of  remissions  of  imperial  taxation,  our  local  taxation  was  con- 
stantly increasing,  and  this  was  a  subject  to  which  he  thought 
we  were  fiurly  entitled  to  call  the  attention  of  our  hon.  mem- 
bera.  It  was  not  many  years  ago  since  in  this  county  abne  we 
spent  on  a  lunatic  asylum  scores  of  thouaanda  of  pounda.  Since 
then  we  had  apent  in  improving  our  nol,  forcea  on  ua  by  Act 
of  Parliament  tens  of  toousands,  ana  in  the  last  session  of 
Parliament  an  Act  for  the  better  education  of  the  people  was 
passed.  He  did  not  intend  on  this  occasion  to  oiacuas  the 
merits  of  that  Act!  it  wss  one  he  believed  asto  the  expediency 
of  which  they  would  nesrly  all  agree ;  bnt  what  he  wished  to 
refer  to  was  the  foct  that  any  money  required  for  carrying  ont 
that  Act  was  to  be  obtained  by  local  taxation.  Perhaps  there 
were  good  reasons  why  that  money  should  be  obtained  from 
the  country  by  local  taxation,  and  he  had  no  doubt  the  hon. 
memben  present  on  this  occasion  would  tell  them  why  it  was 
so.  He  aid  not  wish  to  trespass  further  upon  their  time ;  bnt 
be  was  sure  the  hon.  memben  would  agree  with  him  that  on 
occasions  like  this  there  were  certain  questions  in  which  agri- 
oultnrists  took  neat  interest,  which  it  was  quite  legitimate 
that  they  should  nave  an  opportunity  of  discussing  with  their 
lepreicntativea,  and  exchanging  viewB  in  a  friendly  wav. 

The  Eon«  C.  Eowabd,  MJP.,  nid  the  bui^Mt  ^^J^ 
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ffession  of  Ftoliameut  wm  of  each  a  character  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  discuss  all  those  local  qnestioDS  that  Colonel  Salkcld 
had  referred  to.  He  thought  it  was  a  happy  tiling  that  two 
such  measares,  and  of  soch  very  great  importance  as  those  re> 
lating  to  the  Irish  land  and  the  Maoation  of  this  oonntcy,  were 
discossed  at  a  time  when  there  was  not  that  alarm  about  war 
which  at  prraent  so  mnch  occupied  onr  thoughts ;  but  he  hoped 
in  the  next  session  of  Parliament  they  womd  have  time  to  at- 
tend to  matters  of  great  local  and  great  social  importance. 
There  were  many  measares  of  importance  before  them — the 
game  laws,  the  licensing  laws,  and  the  measures  to  which 
Colonel  Salkeld  had  alluded.  He  thought  they  were  aware 
that  a  Committee  sat  on  the  subjaet  of  local  taxation,  and  made 
a  recommendation  that  there  should  be  a  diririon  of  the  system 
of  rating.  They  had  recommended  that  half  the  burden  should 
fiill  upon  the  occupier  and  half  on  the  owner.  There  were 
Tarious  other  measures  to  be  considered  in  connection  with 
this.  He  believed,  and  he  was  gUd  in  believing,  that  a  mea- 
sure would  be  proposed  by  the  GoTemment  which  his  friend 
Mr.  Percy  Wvndham  recommended— «  measure  for  taxing 
mines  and  woods.  He  thought  it  was  probable  that  in  addition 
to  that  there  might  be  proposed  some  system  of  taxing  game. 
The  question  to  which  Colonel  Salkeld  had  called  their  atteo- 
tion  was  one  of  a  most  important  nature,  and  one  which  at 
this  period  of  the  evening  he  should  hardly  have  time  sufficient 
to  discuss.  But  he  agreed  with  him  that  the  local  burdens  of 
the  country  had  verv  much  increased ;  thev  should  he  carelully 
considered,  and  he  hoped  the^  would  be  diminished.  But  we 
must  remember,  m  considermg  anv  question  of  local  rating, 
that  there  was  a  very  great  matter  behind  it,  and  that  was  the 
incidence  of  the  income-tax.  Those  who  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  attending  to  the  debates  of  the  House  of  Commons  must  be 
aware  that  the  great  complaints  that  came  from  buainess  men 
and  annuitants  were  that  they  and  a  great  many  of  the  class 
who  were  in  the  habit  of  paying  income-tax  were  called  on, 
out  of  their  incomes,  to  pay  a  greater  share  than  was  fair. 
Well,  the  answer  to  that  luul  been  hitherto,  "  It  is  true  you 
have  to  pav  so  much  of  your  income,  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
farmers  and  owners  of  agricultural  proj^erty  have  to  bear  the 
burden  of  local  taxation,  and  their  case  is  not  properly  consi- 
dered." He  hoped  the  result  of  their  labours  next  session 
would  be  that  tne  question  might  be  fairly  considered,  and 
that  they  might  come  to  a  fair  result, 

Mr.  H.  M.  JxNKiifS,  Secretary  to  the  Royal  Society,  had 
heard  something  said  about  steam  cultivation,  and  ho  was  de- 
lighted to  find  that  Northumberland  and  Cumberland  were 
be  ioming  rapidly  the  head-qnarters  of  steam  cultivation.  He 
hoped  the  interest  which  Cumberland  fkrmers  felt  in  the 
matter  would  be  evinced  next  year  by  their  large  attendance  to 
witness  the  trial  of  steam  machinery  at  Wolverhampton,  and 
they  would  learn  then,  he  hoped,  how  to  indnoe  the  Society 
to  pay  another  visit  to  this  part  of  the  world. 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

At  Buckingham,  Mr.  R.  P.  FiTZOXKiXD,  the  chair- 
man, said  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  Mr.  John  Tread- 
well  to  a  speech  made  bv  him  at  Aylesbury,  in  which  he  stated 
that  it  womd  pay  much  better  to  break  up  grass  lands  and  grow 
roots  upon  them.  Some  grass  lands  thus  treated  had  produced 
3d  tons  to  the  acre.  As  a  hindlord  he  was  very  glad  to  hear 
of  any  improvement  which  wonld  benefit  the  farmers,  but  he 
did  not  thmk  all  the  grass  land  wanted  breaking  up.  Speaking 
fearlessly — for  he  thought  he  saw  more  than  one  hearty 
face  that  agreed  with  him^he  could  not  understand  the 
desire  to  break  up  the  grass  land  over  which  they  had 
so  many  pleasant  ndes  in  the  huntinff  field.  The  changes 
in  agriculture  must  have  been  marvellous  since  the  time— 
some  80  or  100  years  ago — when  a  history  of  Buckingham 
was  written,  from  which  he  read  the  following  extract :  *'  So 
rich  and  fertile  was  the  soil  about  Aylesbury  and  Buckingham, 
that  it  was  considered  a  disgrace  to  a  farmer  to  allow  a  heap 
of  manure  to  be  at  the  end  of  his  field,  to  plough  in  straight 
lines,  or  to  allow  one  drop  of  water  to  remain  on  his  land 
bevond  what  fell  from  the  heavens.'*  He  thought  the  agri- 
culture of  Buckinghamshire  had  advanced  since  then,  as  had 
heeu  proved  by  the  show  that  day. 

Mr.  R.  Doia  said,  with  reference  to  the  remark  of  the 
chairman  about  breaking  up  grass  land  to  row  root  crops, 
he  might  be  excused  for  saying  that  the  cnairman  showed 
hy  his  observations  that  he  was  not  a  practical  man.  No 
practical  farmer  would  think  of  breaking  np  rich  ^rass  land 


All  they  wanted  was  to  break  up  the  poor  gna  y . 
which  wonld  then  produce  SO  to  100  per  csat.  more  tbar. 
did  at  present,  and  would  give  what  th^  wuied,  tmt; 
or  even  fifty  times  more  empbvment  to  agriealtanl  Itkam 
than  poor  grass  bud.  Was  the  absence  of  the  cosntj  m- 
bers,  who  were  present  at  Aylesbury,  and  of  the  menba  far 
Buckingham,  Sir  Harry  Vemqr,  attributable  to  tbekttbi 
the  North- West  Bucks  Association  was  thoDght  aawottiifc/ 
countenance  by  those  gentlemen. 

Mr.  RiCHAKD  GRXA.VE8  Said  the  absence  of  meakn  i 
Parliament  at  the  present  time  was  a  sUght  upon  their  coisL 
tuents  and  the  agriculturists  of  that  district  of  BnddBglai- 
shire. 

BEDFORDSHIRE. 

At  Biggleswade,  Colonel  GiLPUf,  M.F.,  said:  ^eH  uy 
we  be  proud  to  represent  such  a  county— a  cossty  iW 
stands  pre-eminent  for  agricultue,  but  eqaallr  n  for  '>\ 
ability  and  devotion  of  its  tenantry,  and  I  hope  I  naj  bt.  .: 
necessary,  something  for  its  landlords— a  ooon^  vhich,  uk 
the  auspices  of  the  Member  for  Bedford  and  his  lawlf,  p' 
duces  agricultural  machinerv  of  world-wide  roratatioo.  &' 
let  us  not  forget  how  speedily  the  raw  materisl  of  tgnaka 
is,  by  the  good  taste  ot  onr  friends  on  the  sonthensidc  of  iIk 
county,  fiishioned  into  articles  of  costume  and  wafted  on  *> 
wings  of  commerce  to  all  quarters  of  the  world.  I  oolj  v^^- 
I  could  congratulate  von  and  the  country  on  the  total  aknt 
of  the  foot-and-mouth  disease,  which  is  rsging  fearfttJi; :: 
some  parts  of  the  country,  and  on  my  side  of  Bedf^to. 
We  never  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  these  ibaaa. 
which  are  of  foreign  importation,  banished  frooi  thb  ewDa? 
nntil  we  have  a  quarantine  for  all  store  stock,  tod  s  plan  » 
slaughter  for  fat  stock  at  the  port  of  debarkatioo.  I  btt 
told  you  yoju  Members  have  passed  through  a  long  sad  l^ 
rious  session :  allow  me  to  nve  you  a  short  retrospe^  Iv 
Government  introduced  an  Irish  Land  Bill,  either  for  sw- 
or  for  evil,  but  I  hope  for  good.  That  passed  the  »&:i 
reading  with  the  greatest  unanimity,  but  it  rerolatiouedL. 
the  rights  of  property  and  flung  to  the  winds  all  the  prisc.ftf< 
of  political  economy.  We  had  hoped  that  other  Bjewrta  w 
had  previoaslv  passed  wonld  soften  down  the  state  njo^^ 
and  tne  asperities  of  feeling,  bnt  ontrai^es  prevailed.  We  at 
the  mid-day  murderer  walking  away  from  his  victim  asi.  soti 
hand  held  up  to  stop  his  progress.  The  OoTeramMt  aa*- 
ducedinto  the  House  of  Ckimmons  and  FarliaDent  ^  * 
Coercion  Bill  of  no  ordinary  stringency.  The  next  BtJ  » 
for  the  education  of  this  country.  Under  the  volnntaiy  lyi** 
subsidised  by  Government,  we  stood  second  oaW  to  Ynsx 
where  a  man  can  saj  to  his  neighbour—"  Unless  yos  «• 
your  child  to  school  I  shall  send  you  to  pol."  If  the  sestsr 
of  that  measure  is  equal  at  aU  to  the  abihty.good  temper,  a- 
tact  with  which  it  was  carried  through  PailiimeBi  t-f  . 
Vice-President  of  the  Council,  it  will  lesve  nolhiof  to  < 
desired.  , .  r,i 

Mr.  PowLER  (Henlow)  reviewed  the  progiesi  of  tl«eiA- 
fordshire  Agricultural  Socie^  for  the  last  70  7»P»  7  ^ 
benefita  it  had  produced  not  only  for  agricultare,  ^"^^'^ 
ricnltural  labourers.  Amongst  these  he  toamentedthe  b» 
facture  of  iron  ploughs  at  Bedford,  and  the  iopslie  pn 
thereby  to  agrienlti^  ,    ,  t^ 

Mr.  Hakvit  said  :  We  have  jsst  besrf  ^ 
the  galhnt  Colonel  that  an  BdueatioB  m  J 
been  passed  which  wrill  render  it  oompahorrtw  « 
labouring  classes  should  be  in  future  edacated.  '^rz^ 
the  question  very  interesting  to  us,  and  I  vill  not  "W^  j 
inquire  into  the  merits  of  that  Bill.  But  there «  one  q'''^ 
we  must  all  consider.  Before  we  meet  •««»  *",£fi(t  to 
year  every  parish  in  the  county  will  bo  *0Dliged  ^  "*  ,^  | 
provide  education  for  its  poor.  I  hope  buwt  »"  J2 
prorided  it.  I  strongly  recommend  those  perishes  w  ^J 
not  provided  it  to  do  so  before  the  term  of  gn«^?/r7.ju 
I  am  quite  sure  it  wiU  be  &r  more  pleasant  tlut  it  •hJJ' 
done  bv  voluntary  anbeeription  than  Vy  rate.  lf."J"J" , 
agriculturists  have  too  much  of  rates.  It  is  •  •"J^ 
the  maintenance  of  the  poor  of  Engbmd  shooM  bethr<»^  ^ 
tirdy  on  the  real  property  of  the  country.  A  P*  ^i-| 
foreign  statesman  was  apt  to  talk  ofonr  -igB«»»'»J:.  ^ 
of  taxation;"  but  I  think  we,  the  owwnj^^i 
guilty  of  ignorant  patience  when  a  man  of  ^*»^j: ' 
personal  property  is  not  called  upon  to  «»*!j",~l, 
I  wish  for  ooe  moment  to  consider  wh»t  will  k  ue 
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I  £daettioa  Bill,  which  is  at  onee  to  make  the  poor  man 
itented  with  his  lot,  lober  and  honest,  and  to  improve  him 
every  way.  I  hope  it  will  make  him  content  with  his  lot, 
t  we  shall  be  rash  if  we  take  it  for  mnted.  Although 
ication  may  make  a  man  contented,  still  if  he  feel  that  his 
tress  results  from  causes  which  no  person  can  control  it  will 
[\»  him  impatient.  It  behoves  ns  to  remove  eveiy  possible 
npLunt,  and  I  think  it  would  be  wise  to  do  it,  for  depend 
OQ  it  now  they  are  possessed  of  knowledge — which  is  power, 
they  will  not  submit  to  many  thinn  they  submitted  to 
fore,  and  one  of  those  is  the  way  in  which  they  are  crowded 
lo  cottages.  I  believe  this  evil  is  second  only  to  that  already 
tolerahle  evil  drunkenness  itself,  and  that  it  is  one  of  the 
estestcaoses  of  drunkenness.  The  landed  interest  is  in 
ism  through  the  country  on  account  of  this  consideration, 
id  some  landlords  were  guilty  of  the  cruelty  of  pulling  down 
o«e  cottages  and  throwing  the  people  upon  the  rates.  The 
aion  Ratiog  Act  was  passed  as  a  remedy,  but  I  don't  believe 
ly  landlord  dare  act  now  in  that  way.  I  speak  my  sentiments 
ithoat  any  desire  of  flattering  the  poor ;  it  is  mainly  owing 
the  improvidence  of  the  poor  themselves.  If  a  boy  of  19 
ni  SO  add  mairy  without  a  house  what  remedy  can  there 
(?  I  hope  this  measure  of  education  will  show  them  that 
ley  shoala  exercise  some  control  and  not  marry  until  some 
euis  of  providing  for  a  fiunily  are  prepared.  If  a  man  is 
>dged  like  a  hog  he  cannot  be  expected  to  live  like  a  Chris- 
iD,  and  I  hope  every  man  with  means  will  increase  cottage 
ooommodation  to  meet  that  crying  want,  and  that  the  hibour- 
ig  classes  will  do  all  they  can  to  make  the  accommodation  go 
s  far  as  possible,  and  not  incur  the  resf^nsibilities  of  a  family 
rithont  having  a  place  to  put  their  heads  under.  I  never  in 
he  coarse  of  my  life,  which  has  been  passed  amongst  the 
ibonrcn,  recollect  so  much  distress  in  the  summer  as  this 
ear.  I  had  twenty  men  come  to  me  at  once  for  a  day's  work 
lyinir  they  were  starving.  It  arose  from  the  extraordinary 
roaght,  bat  also  in  a  great  extent  from  the  perfection  to 
rbich  oar  agricultural  implements  have  been  brought. 
herefore  I  think  those  gfentbmen  who  have  been  enabled  to 
ultinte  their  fields  at  much  less  expense  owing  to  these  ma- 
nioesslioold  assist  their  poorer  neighbours  when  distress 
naes.  One  means  is  emigretion,  and  for  £4|thev  may  send  a 
tan  to  Canada,  where  he  may  find  plenty  of  work.  It  would 
^  "great  benefit  to  themselves  and  to  the  ratepayers.  I  think 
•n  the  whole  the  labourers  bear  their  privations  well,  but  I 
ear  next  winter  will  be  a  bad  one,  and  we  should  do  as  much 
'^iJT  ^^*  ^Dsi*tently  with  our  means,  to  assist  them. 

TheBev.  J.  W.  C.  Campion,  dissented  from  the  view  of 
Ir.  Har?ey  as  to  the  result  of  employment  of  machinery,  his 
xperience  being  that  machinery  rather  enabled  agriculturisto 
0  employ  labour  than  otherwise.  The  man  who  employed 
uchinery  and  cultivated  his  land  well  did  a  good  service  to 
^M  country  and  was  a  great  benefSactor  to  the  neighbourhood 
0  which  he  resided. 

Hr.  W.  Piu  said :  We  have  been  told  that  the  legislature 
^  paased  a  meuure  of  Irish  Tenant-Bight,  but  not  one  word 
|»Y  I  heard  of  English  Tenant-Right.  I  have  heard  a  good 
^spoken  about  the  labonrera,  but  how  can  you  expect  thqr 
rill  have  good  places' and  advanced  wages,  or  that  we  can 
npioy  the  splendid  engines  of  Messrs.  Howard,  without  a 
ritem  of  Tenant-Right  P  It  has  been  my  misfortune  to  take 
ne  or  two  (arms  out  of  condition,  but  thank  goodneaa  I  am 
Oder  a  lease ;  that  is  my  protection.  How  many  farmers  on 
?y  nght  and  left  have  any  protection  P      With  a  system  of 

^oi  Right  we  can  stir  up  the  soil  deeper,  and  have  a  more 
errect  cultivation,  and  then  we  ean  employ  labourers  at  a 
««5r  price.  We  have  heU  man^  meetings  with  a  view  to 
iliA^^%  »«  the  county  expenditure,  but  we  have  not  sac- 
^ed.  The  legislature  has  given  us  an  opportnni^  of  having 
WToice  felt  in  education,  but  let  ns  have  a  voice  in  the  ex- 

atuJleT  °^  ^^  ^^^^  ^"  ^^  '^'^  ^^*  ^^^  ^"  '^^  ^ 

tiif-^u*  ^°^^Ri>  »id,  as  to  the  Game  Laws,  he  considered 
»« irthe  sentimente  uttered  to-night  obteined  with  all  hind- 
»J5  we  should  hear  very  little  about  the  game  question. 
rvT^iv  *  ^^^^  "^  ^"^*'*  *^  *^**''  graves  by  this  system, 
J^n  those  who  were  intimately  connected  with  Agricultural 
jnwTolent  Inititations  traced  the  downfall  of  many  persons 
?"  "7't«in»  they  could  not  expect  an  Agrioultnral  Society 
[^t^qatetly  by  aod  ignore  those  facte.     The  aooner  the 

He  was  happy 


.    .     ^^  jgnore  ti 

was  settled  the^irtter  for  aU  olaiMi. 


to  say  he  had  the  ahooting  over  his  own  farm,  a  privilege 
which  ever^  man  in  this  country  ought  and  will  have  in  con- 
junction with  his  landlord. 

DOBSETSHIRB. 
At  Cranbome  Lord  Ashlxy  said :  With  regard  to  farming, 
he  thanked  Qod  that  it  was  something  more  than  the  radicals 
in  some  of  the  large  towns  would  have  them  believe — a  mere 
commercial  transaction  between  landlord  and  tenant.  If  there 
was  not  mutual  accommodation,  life  in  the  country  would  be 
intolerable.  If  landlord  and  tenant  passed  each  other  without 
a  hearty  grip  of  the  hand,  or  a  cheery  *  How  are  you  ?*  he 
thought  Uiey  might  aa  well  live  in  Kamschatka.** 

ESSEX. 
At  Dnnmow,  Lord  Eustace  Cscil,  the  chairman,  said :  I 
know  perfectly  well  that  there  Jire  many  earnest  philanthropic 
gentlemen,  of  whom  I  may  mention  Canon  Oirdlestone  as  the 
head,  who  are  of  opinion  that  the  position  of  the  labourer  in 
this  countrv  is  disgraceful,  and  very  little  better  than  that  of 
the  serfs  of'^feudal  times.  [**  No,  no,"  and  a  voice :  "  It  shows 
he  knows  no  better  "3  ^nghter).  I  beg  leave  entirely  to 
differ  with  those  gentlemea,  for  I  believe  that  whatever  evils 
they  complain  of,  and  perhapa  justly  complain  of,  they  are 
partial  and  local;  and  that  on  the  whole  the  English  labourer 
is  better  paid,  better  fed,  better  looked  after,  and  better  edu- 
cated than  any  other  labouring  population  in  Europe.  Now 
why  do  I  say  this  P  Certamly  not  onlv  from  my  own  expe- 
rience—^though  I  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  travel  freely 
abroad,  and  have  had  an  opportunity  of  hearing  and  seeing 
sometliing  of  the  labouring  classes  in  other  countries — ^but  1 
speak  from  official  information.  I  speak  from  books  which 
have  lately  been  published,  which  all  may  read.  I  mean  the 
reporte  of  the  Inclosure  Commissioners  and  the  reporte  of  the 
eommissionen  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  employment  of 
women  and  children  in  u^cultore.  And  what  do  they  show  P 
Why  they  show  this,  that  in  place  of  the  labourers*  wage 
diminishing  it  is  constantly  on  ihe  increase.  I  find  that  ma^ 
labonrera  throughout  the  kingdom  are  earning  as  much  as 
£100  a  year ;  I  find  that  another  very  large  cUss  of  labonrera 
are  earning  as  much  as  £80  a  year ;  and  I  find,  better  than 
all,  that  many  of  the  peasantry  of  this  country  have  got  de- 
posite  in  the  savings  banks.  Then  I  come  to  what  has  been 
very  often  spoken  about,  deficient  oottege  accommodation ; 
ana  on  that  head  they  say  that  the  cottage  accommodation, 
although  faulty  in  some  j^laoes,  and  rm^uiring  improvement,  is 
on  the  whole  very  much  unproved  during  the  last  thirty  yean. 
And  we  see  further  that  allotmente,  though  not  universally, 
still  by  public  opinion  are  held  to  be  necessary.  And  I  look 
forward  to  the  time— not  to  any  very  distent  time— when 
every  Ubourer  throughout  the  kingdom  will  have  a  bit  of  land 
which  he  can  call  his  own,  practically  call  his  own,  and  culti- 
vate and  take  care  of.  Well,  then,  when  we  oome  to  the  ques- 
tion of  education,  I  think  no  gentleman  in  this  room  ean 
doubt  that  the  prospeote  of  education  were  considerably 
brightening  even  before  the  Act  of  last  session  was  passed ; 
bnt  now  I  am  greatly  in  hopes  that  through  the  exertions  of 
all  dasaes — of  the  landed  gentry  as  well  as  the  tenant 
farmers — ^that  there  will  be  schools  open  to  which  every 
hibonrer  can  send  his  children,  and  which  will  ^\e  a 
cheap,  ready,  and  good  education  to  every  poor  child.  I 
think  all  this  is  very  satisfactory  —  [A  voice,  **I 
don't,"  and  a  laugh]— and  I  think  it  is  very  much  due  to  such 
societies  as  this,  becanae  I  believe  they  have  been  instmmentel 
in  awaking  public  opinion  on  the  sulgeet.  But,  gentlemen,  I 
might  be  deceiving  myself,  and  deceiving  yon  too,  if  I  were 
to  suppose  or  to  say  for  one  moment  that  all  had  been  done 
that  should  be  done,  and  that  we  had  arrived  at  the  milleninm 
of  perfeetion.  Much  undoubtedly  has  been  done,  but  I  be- 
lieve mu<di  also  remains  to  be  done.  Following  in  the  excel- 
lent footeteps  of  my  worthy  ooUeane,  Sir  Henry  Selwln 
Ibbetson,  who  has  devoted  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  the 
matter,  more  especially  to  the  prindplea  of  the  act  which  he 
succeeded  in  passing  last  year  and  the  year  before,  I  think  it 
would  be  a  very  great  good  if  the  number  of  public-houses 
throughout  the  eountry  were  diminished,  and  if  the  disgrace* 
fnl  practioe— for  I  can  oall  it  by  no  other  namA»*the  disgnoe- 
fiil  praotioe  of  adulteration  were  put  a  stop  to.  In  my  own 
humble  way  I  have  laboured  to  that  end  in  parliament.  I  do 
not  take  any  credit  to  myself  in  the  least,  but  I  have  at  last 
wiooaeded  in  obtaining  from  the  gormipent  an  aianranoa  that 
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of  a  eertain^  they  will  oonsidir  ths  nilrieet.  And  I  ha?« 
erery  hope,  nom  what  has  Men  very  lately  in  lome  remarka 
the  Home  Secretary  made  to  his  oonstitiientt  in  Scotland,  that 
•omething  is  likely  to  be  done  in  the  lioemiiig  law,  which  he 
will  have  to  introduce  at  the  beginning  of  next  session.  Be 
that  as  it  mar,  I  am  conmoed — wheUier  I  fail  in  drawing 
pnblic  attention  to  it,  and  in  securing  something  being  done 
m  the  matter  or  not— that  the  question  will  have  to  be  taken 
np  by  a  more  eloquent  Toice  than  my  own.  Taming  anin  to 
the  commission,  whose  reports  I  hare  previously  allnded  to,  I 
think  the  commisdoners  recommend,  and  I  beueve  it  would 
be  a  very  good  thing^,  that  in  all  districts  where  wages  are 
parUy  paid  in  beer  or  cider  that  they  should  be  wholly  paid 
in  money.  I  believe  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  farmers 
as  well  as  of  the  labourer,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  before 
long  it  will  become  the  universsl  custom.  I  would  add  that 
I  tlunk  something  might  be  done  in  the  way  of  technical 
education.  That  word  technical  is  a  difficult  word.  It  is  not 
always  understood,  particularly  when  used  in  reference  to 
hibonrers.  But  by  technical  education  I  mean  education  in  a 
particular  calling  to  which  they  are  bom.  I  think  it  would 
DC  a  very  good  tning  if  boys  belonging  to  the  kbouring  classes 
were  brought  up  to  understand  the  different  branches  of  their 
trade— if  they  were  taught  to  become  |ood  carters,  ^ood 
shepherds,  and  good  ploughmen— early  in  life.  Then,  I  tmnk, 
a  Tcnr  great  good  might  be  initiated — I  mean  the  oUniAcation 
of  labourers.  I  am  convinced  that  if  something  of  this  sort 
were  carried  out  the  farmers  would  be  protected,  and  the  la- 
bourers would  receive  better  wages.  The  Carmer  would  be 
protected  because  he  would  not  be  obliged  to  give  the  same 
wages  to  good  and  bad  labourers  alike,  which,  I  believe,  he  is 
obliged  to  do  now,  and  at  the  same  time  there  would  be  a 
stimulus  given  to  the  labourer  if  he  found  himself  dassifled 
with  a  bad  class,  and  only  receiving  the  wages  of  that  class, 
to  try,  by  sobriety,  industiy,  and  good  conduct  to  reach  a 
higher  grade. 

At  Castle  Hedingham,  Mr.  Round,  M.F.,  said :  I  beliere 
I  am  right  in  saying  that  the  entire  income  derived 
from  all  sorts  of  property  in  this  country  is  £660,000,000,  and 
that  the  rateable  value  of  property  which  is  assessed  is  only 
£100,000,000.  I  believe  that  the  amount  which  is  collected 
from  that  £100.000,000  for  local  taxation  is  £16,000,000,  of 
which  £11,000,000  are  raised  under  the  name  of  the  poor-rate, 
and  of  that  £11,000,000  only  £7,000,000  are  actually  ex- 
pended  in  the  relief  of  the  poor.  So  we  see  that  only  one- 
sixth  of  the  whole  property  of  the  United  Kingdom  is  called 
upon  to  contribute  towards  that  which  is  now  paid  for  out  of 
the  local  rates.  This  was  never  contemplated  when  the  Poor 
Law  came  into  operation.  The  words  of  the  act  were  that 
every  inhabitant  should  contribute  to  the  relief  of  the  poor 
according  to  his  ability.  The  present  system  jpnan  very 
heavily  upon  the  holders  and  occupiers  of  land.  However  you 
re-diatribute  taxation  it  must  mainly  fall  upon  the  rich,  and  it 
is  quite  right  that  it  should  do  so— but  the  present  systom 
falls  so  hea^y  upon  the  poor  occupiers  as  to  furnish  one  great 
reason  why  we  should  interest  ourselves  in  obtaining  a  redis- 
tribution. One  of  the  evil  effects  of  the  present  system  is  that 
it  discourages  the  investment  of  capital  in  agriculture,  because 
it  involves  a  tax  upon  outiay  in  improvements ;  and  another  of 
its  evil  effects  is  that  it  discourages  the  building  and  improve- 
ment of  cottages  about  the  farms,  for  no  capitaUst  cares  to  in- 
vest his  money  in  building  cottages  if  the  returns  for  such  ex- 
penditure are  less  than  he  would  get  from  other  investments, 
because  of  the  heaviness  of  local  rates,  and  the  result  of  this  is 
that  labourers  are  over-crowded,  they  are  driven  into  the  towns, 
and  have  to  live  in  a  most  uuoomfortable  and  improper  manner 
▼err  often. 

Colonel  B&iSE,  M.P.,  was  sorry  he  had  no  good  news  for 
the  large  number  of  earnest  malt-tax  repealers  ne  saw  before 
him.  At  the  commencement  of  the  session  he  thought  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  inclined  to  listen  to  their 
just  demands,  and  that  there  was  certainly  some  chance  of 
getting  a  portion  of  the  malt-tax  repealed,  but  the  only  con- 
cession made  had  been  a  permiBsion  to  farmers  to  sprout  their 
own  barley,  a  permission  which  was  hampered  with  so  many 
restrictions  as  to  make  it  perfectly  useless.  So  strongly  did  he 
feel  that  these  restrictions  would  invalidate  the  gift  that  he 
moved  an  amendment  against  them,  and  they  had  a  much 
better  division  than  he  expected,  only  being  beaten  by  a  small 
majori^.    The  great  questipn  of  the  day  waalocal  taxation. 


Mr.  Gosehen,  at  the  oommeiicenant  of  the  iMn(a,iD(mibr 
a  committee  on  the  Local  Taxation  B3L  The;  (bsa^t 
any  rate  that  that  committee  would  indude  the  ueaaf  tea. 
tion,  and  inquire  how  &r  the  burdens  had  iaemMed  ud  bi 
far  the  general  property  of  the  oountry  had  iaenued,  ba 
when  they  got  into  committee  they  were  told  sH  they  ven  ts 
inquire  into  was  how  far  it  was  expedient  that  ntei  ihoiMb« 
divided  between  owners  and  occuj^ers,  and,  iftheynrea 
divided,  what  changes  in  the  administration  of  the  ntn  vm 
necenary.  The  President  of  the  Poor-law  Boszd,  disiraa  d 
the  eommittee,  whose  experience  was  entirely  ^aiaei  is  a  k- 
tropolitan  and  urban  constituency  was  of  optnion  tbt  tk 
Poor-law  was  not  administered  in  as  efficieat  a  muaer  a  it 
ought  to  be  by  the  oocnpiers  who  at  present  ooBstitnei^ 
Boards  of  Guardians,  and  that  the  owners  were  not  »«£afi.j 
interested  to  stir  themselveo  np  as  they  oughts  snd  he  piopni 
to  put  a  great  portion  of  the  rates  airecUv  upon  thaoisra 
He  (CoL  Brise)  ventured  to  say  that  in  IWx  the  onmi 
proper^  were  perfeetiy  satisfied  with  the  adsunistnan 
of  the  occupiers  on  tlie  Boards  of  Guardiani,  aad  ik 
it  was  impossible  for  the  owners  to  be  mon  eooBoaial 
When  he  said  this  there  was  somewhat  of  an  iaeredBknuiaii 
came  over  the  committee,  as  much  as  to  say,  "Oh,tliuiiil! 
political  cUp-trap— Essex  is  an  exceptional  oosoty."  HeW. 
lieved,  however,  that  the  owners  present  at  this  BiMtiB|vs6M 
bear  him  out  in  what  he  said.    Well,  the  eoBunittnliiiy 


their  labours,  and  the  chairman  drew  np  an  eUbonte  i^at, ; 
but  the  committeo— a  eommittee  appointed  by  the  Gonns^at 
of  the  ^—declined  to  agree  to  the  report  of  the  Fnaia! 
of  the  Poor-law  Board.  They,  however,  permitted  it  toii« 
read  a  first  time,  and  then  agreed  to  consider  the  qiustimbj 
resolutions.  Their  firrt  resolution  was  to  tiu  effect  tbsi: 
was  contrary  to  sound  policy  that  all  charges  ihoald  be  pliced 
on  the  occupiers ;  the  second,  that  it  was  sdrinble  tkn 
should  be  some  division  of  the  rates  between  the  ovsened 
the  occupiers;  the  last,  that  it  was  unadviiable  that  Urn 
should  be  any  legislation  upon  the  sul^eet  until  there  m 
been  a  still  further  inquirer  into  the  question,  sad  sot  ao^ 
upon  that  one  branch  of  it  to  which  they  bad  beea  nitnLj 
committed.  This  left  the  matter  very  open.  He  [0^ 
Brise)  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  he  did  not  sgree  vitb  ae 
first  of  these  resolutions.  He  thought,  for  instasee,  that  tk 
county  rate  might  be  pUoed  on  the  owner,  and  thenva 
rates— sBch  as  the  education  rate — ^which  poeubly  nigbt  k 
shared  between  the  owner  and  occupier.  He  believed  the  nm 
they  had  heard  so  Uttie  Utely  of  the  agitation  for  fburnl 
Boards  was,  that  it  had  been  discovered  that  theeom^Q* 
penditure  was  a  very  small  portion  of  thcexpenditaii  in  «*■ 
in  Esaex  the  county  expenditure  waa  onXj  sometkiBi  like  Si  a 
the  pound.  In  hia  own  parish  the  mtes,  indnding  the  t^iiw; 
chnroh-rate,  were  something  like  4s.  in  the  pound,  sad  ttwefat 
the  occupiers  had  control  of  Ss.  9d.  out  of  that  4s.  at  the  {i» 
sent  moment.  He  believed  that  chambers  of  agtieatoue  &» 
the  landed  interest  generally  would  have  very  little  e>^fft 
upon  the  Government  and  the  House  of  Gobbmbs  u  (^ 
matter,  unless  they  got  the  cordisl  co-operation  of  the  Iikw 
members  of  the  towns,  who,  with  one  or  two  exceptiooi,  W 
Uken  very  Uttle  interest  in  it.  The  value  of  ^  "f^^f 
property  in  this  country  was  something  like  £130,000,*'^ 
Out  of  that  £70.000,000  was  house  property,  wd  «•? 
^56,000,000  wsa  connected  wiOi  the  landed  interest  It  nf 
of  no  use,  therefore,  the  representatives  of  the  i& W^^ 

Sitating  alone.  The  representatives  of  trade  oooplaiMd  t^ 
ey  had  a  grievance  quite  as  hard,  via,  that  they  ih(«a» 
called  to  pay  income-tax  for  precarious  incomee  «*  »*  "^ 
mte  as  incomes  on  landed  estates.  He  (Col.  Brue]  did  £ « 
mean  to  say  but  that  there  was  some  hardihip  u  ">^  ^ 
the  landed  interest  could  get  the  mercantile  ifl^e^j?^ 
operate  in  getting  relief  from  the  inereasittg  chsiffs«  w"' 
taxation  thex  would  do  well  to  assist  tiie  aeroanhleaw* 
to  get  rid  of  this  grievance.  Mr.  Gladstone  cafltoooed  tt« 
to  take  care  lest  ft  might  turn-out  that  real  eetateaft««: 
was  not  unfairly  taxed  in  proportion  to  other  pn^ertr, » 
all  they  asked  was  a  full  and  fiair  inquiry,  and  »ef  •««» 
be  content  with  anytiiing  less.  Now  there  codd  te  no  com 
that  ft  would  be  almost  impracticable  to  tax  the  tad  »» 
in  this  country.  He  was  not  prepared  for  a  Mt"*"^'"! 
he  did  not  sea  his  way  to  any  direct  taxation  on  P«»«*J^ 
irty,  but  their  grievances  were  great  and  i»o«^2 
.    Tho  9wnen  of  proper^  hi^  noo1^eotioBtofflia» 
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ir  oUigations  for  tiie  tappori  of  the  poor,  but  th^  olgeeied 
Acreafting  charges  being  thnut  upon  them,  not  for  local 
for  national  purposes.  Their  expenses  in  tiiis  county  for 
poorVrate  were  something  like  £200,000  a-year ;  of  that 
dO,000,  not  lest  than  £60,000,  or  nearly  one-third,  was  for 
relief  of  Tagrants,  and  lunatics,  and  for  salaries.  The 
»r-rate  for  the  whole  country  was  between  £11,000,000  and 
2,000,000  a-year.  VfThat  did  the  Government  give  them  in 
of  ^ese  expenses?  Not  half  a  milUon.  IfCh)Temment 
re  them  the  expense  of  vagrants,  lunatics,  salaries,  and 
irges  of  that  kind  for  national  objects,  that  would  be 
,000,000  at  least  per  year.  He  wanted  to  get  that 
,000,000,  and  he  must  have  a  still  further  grant  for  police, 
litis,  and  other  expenses  of  that  kind. 

ilBRTFOBDSHIHE. 
At  Tiing,  Mr.  Tkx jj>wxll  said :  With  respect  to  hbourers' 
ttages,  they   oTu^ht  to  be  on  the  fiurms;  and  not  only 
,  bat  in  the  hands  of  the  formers.    And  then  the  labourers 
inld  be  as  good  as  those  Mr.  Bailey  Denton  sent  for.    He 
onght  that  about  the  food  and  the  beer  was  a  point  stretched 
ther  too  for:  nothing  did  a  man  so  much  good  as  a  drop  of 
)od  beer.    He  thought  if  many  of  the  useless  trees  and 
wminable  spinners  on  farms  were  grubbed  up  during  the 
inter  season,  ana  nice  cottages  ana  gardens  put  in  their 
laces,  it  would  be  a  great  advantags  to  society.    A  friend  of 
is  said,  why  didn't  more  compete  for  prizes  ?    It  did  good  to 
smpete.    It  made  a  man  look  about  to  see  what  he  should 
0,  and  what  others  were  doing ;  and  he  knew  that  if  he  hud 
at  £10  to  compete  for  a  cup  for  the  farmer's  prize,  he  saved 
^  by  it.    But  the  great  arawback  to  form  prizes  were  the 
onfonoded  broad  hedges  and  the  nasty  spreading  trees.  With 
egard  to  the  cattle  disease  and  the  foreign  stock,  Mr.  Eorster 
lad  been  kept  back  from  doing  what  he  onght  to  have  done 
oDg  ago,  but  he  was  doing  about  right  now.    They  were  told 
here  had  been  sheep  brought  in  lately  infected  with  small-pox. 
these  sheep  had  been  allowed  to  go  all  over  the  country,  and 
low  could  they  stop  it  in  fotnre  but  by  baring  the  sheep  killed 
it  the  waterside  P     Why  not  have  them  killed  at  Odam's 
rharf,  where  there  was  ample  space?     And  if  all  foreign 
Attle  were  killed  at  the  landing-place  there  would  be  a  eon- 
itant  flow  of  meat  into  the  country  as  well  as  into  London. 
VHiat  he  did  care  about  was  the  safety  of  our  home  flocks  and 
Herds.    He  believed  they  were  improving  in  farming,  when 
:hej  saw  200  acres  of  roots  on  one  farm  all  admirably  mana^ 
')J  the  farmer's  sons :  and  when  they  saw  roots  of  such  size 
u  they  had  seen  to-day,  they  must  sdmit  it  did  the  growers 
?Teat  credit:  they  were  ilrst-rate.    But  in  sowing  for  roots, 
they  most  take  care  and  not  plant  too  wide.    Then  they  must 
MTe  their  land  clean ;  no  man  should  have  foul  Umd.    Then 
the  ploaghing  must  be  weU  done ;  the  ridge  thrown  well  up ; 
it  wftB  the  ridge  to-daj  which  got  the  first  prize  for  ploughing. 
Mr.  W.  Bkowiv  said  he  womd  now  trouole  them  with  one 
3r  two  remarks,  as  they  had  on  previous  years  listened  to  his 
9Dser?atioQ8.    One  was,  pore  water  venut  dirty  water.    On 
^  topic  Mr.  Disraeli  haaspokenat  Aylesbury-— he  advocated 
the  necessity  of  storing  up  water ;  and,  in  such  a  season  as 
they  had  just  had,  and  on  the  hills,  it  was  a  matter  of  serious 
»)nieqaence.    Mr.  Disraeli  thought  it  could  be  done  by  reser- 
roirs,  or  open  ponds ;  but  he  was  not  so  much  an  advocate  for 
these  as  for  close  tanks.    He  knew  several  instances  where 
^  had  proved  very  beneficial,  and  were  not  too  expensive. 
nU  brother  had  paid  large  sums  to  take  water  in  carts  to  his 
cattle ;  bat  it  occurred  to  him  he  had  seen  water  washing  down 
hu  land ;  so  he  had  a  reservoir  made  twenty  feet  deep  and  fif- 
ven  feet  diameter,  and  all  this  season  he  had  not  to  cart  one 
Nrrel  of  water.    Mr.  Lowndes,  of  the  Bory,  Chesham,  had 
MBks  made  on  his  up-hill  farm,  which  takes  the  water  fkx>m 
ju  roofs,  and  thev  answer  perfectly  well.    The  tanks  had  no 
Jocks  except  on  the  dome.    It  therefore  beho? ed  everyone  to 
wore  op  water  by  these  means  for  the  sake  of  those  about  him. 

KENT. 

At  Tnnbridge  Wells.  Sir  Walter  SrnLLiiro  regretted  the 
wence  of  many  of  their  representatives,  who  mignt  possibly 

1^^*^  them  on  the  snlqect  of  oontagious  diseases  in  cattle, 
tt  Tenant>Bight,  and  even  the  use  of  horse-ehesuutB  as  food 
nr  stock. 

Mr.  QREooaY,  M.P.,  said:  The  great  questions  of  local 
iBuition  and  financial  reform  were  those  which  would  come 
Vnore  the  House,  and  for  ihdok  they  (the  nwaibers)  would  be 


found  at  their  posts,  ready  to  do  that  which  their  oonstitaenti 
might  consider  for  their  benefit,  and  whioh  they  themsdvei 
might  think  most  conducive  to  it. 

UNOOLNSHnLE. 
At  Long  Sutton  Mr.  W.  £.  Welbt,  M  J.,  had  been  chal- 
lenged to  say  a  few  words  on  the  Education  Bffl.  The  effect 
of  that  Act  wonld  be  shown  in  the  foture.  Every  parish  in 
the  kingdom  must  provide  sufficient  and  suitable  schooling  for 
the  children  of  the  poor.  That  might  be  provided,  as  it 
hitherto  had  been,  by  school  fees  and  voluntarv  liberali^,  sup- 
plemented by  Qovernment  grants.  He  thought  the  voluntary 
aid  for  schools  would  be  found  preferable,  because,  firstly,  they 
gave  greater  liberty  of  religious  teachiuff.  Secondly,  if  they 
had  Gfovemment  interference,  there  womd  be  the  expenses  of 
the  maintenance  of  the  School  Board  to  be  provided  out  of 
the  rates.  Thirdly,  under  the  School  Boards  the  attendance 
of  children  would  be  compalK>ry,  and  he  knew  there  was  a 
strong  feeling  aninst  that;  he  had  a  very  strong  feeling 
against  it  himself.  He  advised  them  to  meet  in  vestry  and  to 
calculate  as  nearly  as  they  ooold  what  schooling  would  be  re- 
quired, and  make  such  provision  for  it  as  should  secure  the 
keeping  of  the  management  of  the  schools  in  their  own  hands, 
and  u  for  as  possible  keeping  dear  of  Govrmment  inter- 
ference. There  were  one  or  two  matters  connected  with  agri- 
coltnre  during  last  season  which  he  would  refer  to.  They 
were  enabled  to  procure  the  eKcmption  of  farm  horses  from 
taxation,  even  though  they  were  employed  for  drawing  mate- 
rial for  the  highways,  it  was  never  intended,  he  was  sure, 
by  the  Government  to  pass  such  a  clause,  but  thqr  were  now 
in  a  better  position  than  they  were  before.  Until  recently 
they  were  liable  to  be  taxed,  though  the  law  was  not  put  into 
force,  but  now  it  had  been  distinctly  laid  down  tiiat  horses 
used  in  that  capacity  should  not  be  taxed.  Thib  permission  to 
steep  barley  for  feeding  cattle  was  a  cession  whidi  would  be 
variously  estimated.  One  ^preat  feature  of  the  session  was  the 
overwhelminff  majorities  with  which  measures  had  been  passed 
—not  only  the  Education  Act  but  the  Irish  Land  Bill.  It 
showed  tnat  any  Qovernment  which  had  the  courage  and 
ability  to  produce  good  measures,  might  reckon  upon  support, 
and  bear  down  factious  and  interested  opposition  from  any 
quarter,  carrying  them  to  a  successfol  iasue. 

At  Torksey,  Colonel  Ahcotts,  MP.,  the  chairman,  said 
Thej  did  not  generally  oonsider  those  books  called  "blue 
booksj^in  whioh  were  recorded  the  proceedings  of  Parliamentary 
committees,  light  reading,  neither  did  they  look  at  them  ex- 
actly in  the  light  of  novels.  Nevertheless  thqr  were  interest- 
ing and  of  great  value  to  those  who  took  an  interest  in  the 
subject  to  which  they  reUted.  And  when  he  (the  chairman) 
alluded  to  the  particular  blue  book  which  treated  of  the  em- 
ployment of  women  and  children  in  agriculture,  they  would 
agree  with  him  that  it  treated  of  a  snlgect  of  great  interest  to 
every  one.  It  was  snprising,  on  reading  the  evidence,  to  find 
how  diiforent  was  the  payment  for  labour  in  different  parts  of 
England.  Upon  the  whole,  the  labouring  dasses  in  the  Nortii 
earned  off  the  palm  for  well-being,  with  one  or  two  exceptions ; 
while  those  of  the  South  and  some  of  the  South- Western 
counties  appeared  to  be  the  worst  off.  ^d  he  must  say  that 
it  was  Umentable  and  painfol,  on  reading  the  copies  of  the 
evidenoe  of  gentlemen  sent  by  the  committee  to  inquire  into 
these  things,  to  see  a  county  pointed  out  for  lowness  of  wages, 
and  for  the  badness  of  its  cottages.  He  trusted  that  they  would 
not  unduly  flatter  themselves — ^that  they  would  not  unduly 
glorify  themselves— when  he  said,  not  for  himself  only,  but 
for  a  great  man^  Umdlords,  and  on  the  part  of  a  great  many 
fonners,  that  Linoolnshire  stood  pre-emment— it  having  been 
called  the  labourers*  paradise— for  the  excellent  wages  la- 
bourers received  as  a  rule.  Their  cottages,  too,  were  not 
pointed  at  as  in  some  counties.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
there  was  not  much  yet  to  be  done.  Agriculture,  as  they  all 
knew,  was  an  experimental  leience,  and  a  progressive  science. 
Thqr  saw  no  limit  to  the  production  bronght  about  by  success- 
fill  agriculture.  But  he  was  sure  he  might  say  this— that  the 
improvement  in  forming,  and  in  labonrna^  cottages  generally 
in  Lincolnshire,  had  been  considerable  in  his  lifetime.  The 
oonseiences  of  landtords  had  been  touched  in  regard  to  cottage 
building.  It  was  an  expensive  luxury,  but  few  things  gave 
mater  pleasure  than  building  good  cottages  for  good  labourers. 
Thoroughly  to  appreciate  the  reports,  they  should  take  the 
book  and  scan  it  over  for  themsdTes,  and  they  would  see 
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thinfi  which,  if  AgricnltnrisU,  would  snrpriae  them. 
Witn  regard  to  the  empk^ment  of  women  and  children 
in  agriealtnre,  the  work  was  laid  to  be  healthj,  and 
there  were  no  coinplainta  against  it  from  the  people 
engaged  in  it.  There  was  another  question  which 
had  been  hurgely  taken  np,  and  that  was  the  diffiealt 
question  as  to  how  ther  should  educate  the  ehildren 
of  the  labouring-classes.  He  must  confess  that»  after  reading 
through  a  mass  of  the  evidence  published,  he  felt  more  puzzled 
than  enough,  and  what  to  recommend  he  scarcely  knew.  That 
the  children  should  he  brought  up  with  a  reasonable  education 
all  would  agree,  and  if  they  could  get  the  parents  to  properly 
appreciate  the  value  of  education,  they  would  take  care  that 
their  ehildren  received  it.  He  thought  it  was  impossible  to 
secure  a  high  standard  of  education  amongst  the  labouring- 
classes.  Amongst  those  far  above  them  they  knew  how  few 
cultivated  education  and  reading  for  knowledge  and  reading- 
sake.  Be  that  as  it  nught,  if  the  parents  could  be  enlisted  in 
the  cause  of  education— if  they  could  be  shown  that  their 
children,  by  being  educated,  could  get  hi^er  wages,  and  that 
they  wonld  have  a  better  chance  of  making  thor  way  in  the 
world,  there  wonld  be  no  diiBcultv  in  educating  every  ehild. 
But  it  should  be  remembered  that  there  were  two  educations^ 
the  education  of  the  head,  and  the  education  of  the  hands ; 
and  both  must  oonstantlv  be  going  on  at  the  same  time,  up  to 
a  certain  age.  The  children  of  labourers  must  be  taught  to 
plough  and  to  sow.  It  was  not  merely  head  education — 
reading  and  writing— that  was  needed ;  the  other  education, 
that  of  the  hands,  ought  not  to  be  lost  sight  of,  for  npon  that 
mainly  their  future  welfare  depended.  There  came  before  the 
House  of  Commons  the  question  as  to  whether  there  should 
be  compulsory  education,  and,  wisely,  he  thoup^ht,  the  com- 
pulsory chuse  was  struck  out ;  it  therefore  entirely  depended 
upon  the  people  of  a  district  whether  schools  should  be  es- 
taolishc^  or  kept  up.  He  saw  the  greatest  difficulty  about  the 
eompidsory  clause,  and  when  Mr.  Wdby  (one  of  the  members 
for  the  southern  division  of  this  county)  bronght  forward  a 
motion  to  the  effect  that  it  be  struck  out,  lir.  Porster,  on  the 
part  of  the  Qovemment,  very  wisely,  as  he  (Colonel  Amootts) 
thought,  accepted  tiie  proposal,  and  left  education  optional. 
NORFOLK. 
At  Docking,  Sir  Willouohbt  JoMXS,  speaking  of  America, 
which  he  had  lately  visited,  said  the  effect  of  the  immense 
growth  of  com  in  the  West  had  been  to  entirely  stop  wheat 
growing  in  the  New  EngUnd  Statej.  He  had  travelled  200 
miles  without  seeing  20  acres  of  wheat ;  it  wu  &r  cheaper  to 
buy  it  from  the  West  than  to  grow  it  themselves.  The  Western 
States  had  gone  into  dairy  fanning,  and  grew  a  great  quantity 
of  Indian  com  for  forage,  and  also  of  sorffhum — the  sugar 
grass  CHoleiu  taeeiaralittj—yirhieh.  grew  eight  feet  high,  and 
was  a  beautiful  crop,  alio  a  ^reat  desl  of  beetroot.  He  was 
idso  struck  by  the  way  in  which  everybody  seemed  to  go  into 
fruit-growing.  The  quantity  of  apple-trees,  and  the  land 
under  melons  and  tomatoes,  and  peach  orchards,  and  all  kinds 
of  tilings.  The  consumption  of  nruit  in  the  United  States  was 
large  to  a  degree  we  could  not  form  a  notion  of— everybody 
seemed  to  be  eating  fruit  all  day,  and  the  quantities  sold  in 
the  large  towns  were  immense.  He  was  snre  the  capabilities 
of  consuming  fruit  were  not  half  developed  in  Englano,  and  we 
might  take  a  leaf  out  of  the  American  book  in  that  respect 
An  apple-tree  cost  nothing ;  and  if  we  grew  three  or  four 
times  the  number  of  apples  we  had  now — ^if  every  farm- 
house had  a  good  bunch  of  apple-trees  and  every 
cottage  an  apple-tree,  the  consumption  would  in- 
crease, and  we  should  find  it  pay  very  well,  and 
the  people  wonld  have  a  great  treat  and  good  wholesome 
fruit.  [Lord  Lbicxstxr:  Is  not  the  climate  more  suit- 
able P]  He  thought  it  wa^  The  labourer  going  from 
England  to  America,  would  find  certainly  a  very  great 
increase  in  his  wages,  but  he  wonld  find  it  necessary  to  make 
a  few  set-offs.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  he  would  not  be 
better  off  there  than  here,  but  the  advanta^were  not  com- 
pletely on  one  side  as  he  might  at  first  be  disposed  to  imagine. 
Me  would  find  a  climate  in  which  there  were  very  great  ex- 
tremes of  heat  in  summer  and  cold  in  winter,  insteaid  of  the 
verv  moderate  climate  to  which  he  had  been  used ;  he  wonld 
find  very  heavy  taxation,  everything  except  the  bread  he  ate, 
excessively  dear:  the  prices  of  clothes  and  house- rent,  and 
other  things,  perhaps  three  or  four  times  what  he  was  acous- 
tomed  to ;  all  the  winter  time  he  would  not  be  able  to  do  any 


agricultural  labour  in  consequence  of  the  iateflie  ebU  nl 
snow,  the  land  beiuff  froien  to  a  great  depth ;  sod  be  voald 
have  to  leam  the  samtary  lesson  of  absolate  aelf-relitnee,  fbr, 
if  from  his  wt^  in  summer  he  did  not  lay  by  tttficieot  so 
support  him  in  the  winter,  he  wonld  find  no  poor-U«  to 
help  him,  and  he  wonld  not  have  even  the  raovte  of 
bagging,  for  no  such  tiling  as  a  beggar  wss  known  in  tbe 
States,  and  if  a  man  did  beg  he  would  not  get  ssnhiu; 
and  he  would  be  under  tiie  disadvants^  u»  of 
being  removed  from  his  fiunily,  and  all  the  friends  of  bii  chili- 
hood,  and  all  those  with  whom  he  had  been  sccoitoiBedto  be 
in  affeetionste  and  daily  intercourse.  But  for  all  thit  be  i;& 
W.)  was  not  dimosed  to  say  on  the  whole  the  Isbonrer  voiU 
not  be  better  off  there  than  here.  Then  was  so  dotbttk 
very  large  wages  he  got  and  the  leseons  of  self-cdoieek 
learned  wonld  raise  him  in  the  social  scale  and  mikekni 
better  man,  and  altogether  a  more  reliable  man  tfasa  be  isiaf. 
He  wonld  be  better  off,  bat  periiaps  not  exactly  in  the  va;  k 
expected.  He  must  be  a  Jack-of-all-trades,  ready  to  tsra  te 
hand  to  anything,  and  whilst  he  got  a  good  day's  vagea,  vssn 
be  prepared  to  do  a  good  day*s  work.  In  CaaaiUtbe  vaga 
were  not  so  high  as  m  the  States,  but  everythii^  ms !» ex- 
pensive—heavy  taxation,  snch  as  that  of  the  States,  did  Mt 
exirt.  Por  his  (Sir  W.*s)  own  part,  he  should  be  ditpondto 
say  that  a  labouring  man  goingto  tbe  province  of  OstBhoud 
tbe  highly  farmed  oistncts  of  U  pper  Canada  wonld  b^  fls  tite 
whole,  aliont  as  well  off  as  a  man  who  earned  his  bresd  bj  ha 
arms  could  be. 

At  Blofield,  Mr.  C.  S.  Riad,  M.P.,  said  we  OBghttofae 
thankful  to  the  Ministry  for  not  embroiling  us  in  i  ftea: 
European  war.  The  formers  in  the  light  land  districts  kuA 
Ibat  they  had  a  poor  cro|>  of  com  selling  at  a  miaecabk  prke, 
and  a  conclusive  illustration  as  to  the  condition  of  Cumenvn 
to  be  found  in  the  faet  that  in  one  of  the  Norfolk  ptps  jsst 
before  Michaelmas  there  were  to  be  found  the  sdrertueiiau 
of  Bgricaltnral  sales.  Not  much  was  done  Iot  &naen  in  tbe 
last  session  of  Parliament.  The  Chanoellor  of  the  Excbe^m, 
with  an  overflowing  revenue,  would  not  ease  the  mtit  ttiera 
of  the  10  per  cent.,  which  was  put  upon  it  some  yesn  net 
Farmers  were  now  selling  decent  barley  at  16*.  perooonkiH 
the  2s.  9d.  duty  which  they  had  to  pa^ou  mslt  bad  aoneUiBf 
to  do  with  the  unfair  depression  which  they  expehenod  a 
barlf^.  TheChanceUoroftiie£xchequ6r,athia(Mr.Badii 
request,  took  off  the  few  hundred  ponnda  paid  on  the  iaflna* 
of  cattie  through  loss  by  hail;  bnt  in  order  to  9omjea»» 
himself  for  having  done  so  much  for  tiie  agricaltanl  inteiet, 
he  inflicted  npon  it  a  gun  tax,  which  wosld  P^*^ 
at  the  expense  of  agriculturists,  the  sane  annbcr  a 
thousands.  The  Irish  Land  Bill  introduced  by  tbe  Gowt- 
ment  embodied  many  ideas  which  he  (Mr.  Bead)  ^^^j^2 
support ;  but  one  thing  which  he  had  strennosaly  ofip«" 
was  that  occupiers,  whenever  their  landlords  thosgbt  ft  to 
turn  them  out,  should,  if  they  were  small  tenants,  be  aw  » 
demand  seven  years'  rent.  He  thought  that  this  wonld  a  m 
end  militate  against  tenants.  No  iigustice  ooold  be  done  u 
one  dass  at  the  expense  ol  another  ckss,  withoat  ite  ^'^ 
mately  falling  upon  the  class  for  whose  suppoaed  beseat  tk 
iignstice  was  wrought.  With  the  competition  wbich  lu^ 
vailed  for  land  in  Ireland,  he  had  no  doubt  Uiat,  if  a  lasdM 
had  to  pav  such  a  fine,  he  would  ultimately  make  hu  tMU^ 
pay  it  for  him  through  an  increase  of  rent.  He  (Mf- *J*^' 
thought.  however,that,  whenever  a  manwasejectedfronbtf  t^ 
he  should  be  paid  for  any  actual  improvements  which  be  ^ 
have  effected.  He  (Mr.  Bead)  had  opposed  Sir  B^ 
Leighton's  Police  Poaching  Bill.  A  man  must  know  thitK 
had  no  more  right  to  snare  a  hare  than  he  had  to  rob  1 1»| 
roost,  but  ground  game,  unlike  poultry,  was  geaenlly  kai^ 
the  expense  of  other  people,  either  neighboun  or  toasts,  tS). 
did  not  pay  for  the  protection  which  it  enjoyed.  ^'^''i'J 
existed  m  large  quantities  upon  a  farm  it  ^''^^^J^ 
assessment,  and  threw  a  heavier  burthen  on  the  rest  «  » 
ratepayers.  Under  the  Act  in  qneition  game  had  «««F^ 
unfair  privileg[es.  If  a  suspicious-looking  man  ^^^^^Z 
a  road  at  five  in  the  morning  vrith  a  hare  inhls  posacMos  ib 
hare  was  immediately  confiscated  and  tbe  man  was  u*»  !^ 
convicted,  b»t  if  it  were  a  goose  it  most  be  showatbatapw 
had  been  lost,  and  the  bird  must  be  identified  befoie  tbe  o« 
result  would  follow. 

NOBTHAMFTONSHIBB.  ^ 

At  the  Peterborough  Ploughing  Match,  H r.  Scowi,  «s 
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of  the  judges,  had  aeen  verr  little  of  the  dooble-fuirowploagh- 
ing,  bat  in  North  Ltncolnshire  thej  were  aboat  giving  prizet, 
and  he  shonld  be  werj  dad  to  see  any  of  them  at  Xuord  on 
the  11th  of  NoTember.  Mia  colleagne  wiahed  him  to  say  that 
thenloQghing  had  been  done  in  an  exoellent  manner. 

Mr.  Amos,  CJB.,  laid:  Some  of  the  implement  maken 
might  not  have  been  iiatiafled,  but  it  was  not  for  want  of  judges. 
He  had  met  with  many  men  before,  l>nt^he  never^saw  thne 
men  with  better  elements  for  their  work. 

Mr.  A&Haom  said,  this  had  been  the  first  time  m  this 
kingdom  where  such  a  large  trial  of  donUe-fiirrow  pbngha 
had  taken  place.  The  trials  had  been  oondncted  in  a  satisiac- 
tory  manner.  In  the  donUe-Airrow  nioaghn  a  large  horse 
saTinr  micht  be  effected,  as  tbey  coola  do  more  by  having 
two  ploiigfas  drawn  by  three  horses  instead  of  fonr,  besides  the 
saving  of  a  man. 

Mr.  Love  (for  Messrs.  Howabd),  said,  with  regard  to 
doable-farrow  ploughing  thqr  had  always  eonsidered  that  an- 
ksa  there  was  a  saving  of  horse-power  the  sooner  the  idea  of 
making  them  was  exploded  tne  better.  Thev  took  a 
fimple  dynamometer  with  them  and  they  invited  parties  to 
nae  one  of  them  with  one  of  their  own  single  against  a  doable 
phnigh.  Whatever  power  it  takes  to  draw>  single  half  as 
mach  more  will  be  required  for  a  double,  the  only  exception 
being  the  soiL  It  was  a  question  for  than  to  investigate  for 
themselves.  It  being  a  matter  of  soil  it  would  be  for  them 
to  say  whether  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  district  or  not. 
It  was  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  light  land  farmer  the 
opportunity  of  tiding  it  instMd  of  steam.  The  double-farrow 
plough  might  bring  them  into  as  good  a  position  as  on  a  strong 
mndfarm. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Gkotin  said  u  ikrmers  they  would  undoubtedly 
always  buy  the  best  they  could  set  for  their  money.  Meetings 
of  tlua  kinid  gave  them  the  opportunity  of  testing  one  against 
the  other,  but  they  seldon  met  with  bmd  where  they  had  the 
advantage  of  doing  so.  It  was  a  question  with  him  whether 
the  dynamometer  was  a  good  test  where  the  land  had  been 
steam  ploughed.  The  land  was  dry  and  he  did  not  believe  it 
waa  a  fair  test.  When  the  ploughs  came  to  be  tested  on 
strooff  day  hmd  they  would  not  stand^^est  they  had  done 

Mr.  W.  Whittiivo  the  Chairman,  said  tliere  had  been  a  great 
deal  of  the  work  done  that  he  did  not  like,  but  on  the  other 
hand  it  was  compromised  because  there  ?ras  some  done  that  he 
did  like.  If  they^would  apply  to  the  implement  makers  for  a 
cheap  article  they  woold  supply  them  with  it,  but  if  it  did  not 
answer  thepurpose  they  haa  oetter  keep  their  money  in  their 
pockets.  There  were  light  implements  sometimes  used  for 
heavy  work,  and  it  was  impossible  for  it  to  be  done  well.  The 
better  implement  they  got  the  less  it^wonld  cost  them  in  the 
long  run. 

Mr.  Bartord  said  one  thing  on  the  previous  day  pleased 
him  amazinglv,  and  that  was  the  way  m  which  the  local  men 
did  their  wora.  Taking  the  class  as  a  whole,  it  shamed  the 
maker's  class. 

Mr.  Maktin  said  he  had  no  idea  that  he  should  have  been 
called  upon  to  speak,  and  he  would  therefore  remind  them  that 
he  was  not  bom  when  boys  were  sent  to  school  ;by  Let  of 
Parliament.  He  was  glad  to  see  implement  makers  present 
and  to  congratulate  them  upon  the  rapid  progress  they  had 
made  during  the  Ust  fow  years,  but  the  double-farrow  plough 
was  only  yet  in  its  infancv.  He  did  not  approve  of  the  dyna- 
mometer they  had  had  that  day  as  he  did  not  thmk  it  was  a 
proper  test  between  the  single  and  doable  ploughs.  This  was 
one  of  the  best  meetinffs  of.  this  kind  he  nad  ever  witnessed, 
and  he  thought  it  wonla  be  a  good  thing  if  the  Eoyal  Show 
would  grant  the  use  of  their  dynamometer.  He  thought  they 
would  be  very  glad  to  lend  it,  as  it  was  lying  idle  for  four  or 
five  vean.  At  these  double-forrow  ploughs  tbe  men  worked 
hard  and  were  doing  too  mueh,  and  Uie  qnestionj^or  them  to 
consider  would  be  whether  they  shonld  give  the  men  a  shilling 
per  day  more,  or'make  the  phiogh  go  easier  P 

At  Daventry,  Mr.  Embkt,  of  Drayton  Lodge,  said  many 
persons  aaked  him  how  he  got  such  sheep,  and  as  there  was 
*djgive'tnem;^i 


,^a' hint  how  to 


some  young  rmen]^resent^he  would^  0ivo.i,u<mu^».h>ui.  «»«•«. 
get  good  sheep.  In  the  first  place,  taey  must  get  good 
animals,  'and  then  they  must  keep  them  well.    He  did  not 


they  must  keep  1 
i  that  they  should  pamper  them,  but  they  should  nol  let 
them  starve.    If  thev  W  enough  natural  food  they  should 
not  give  sheep  artmeial  food,  but  if  they  had  not  eooogh, 


they  must.  He  weaned  his  lambs  early,  and  he  would  tell 
them  how  he  eame  to  do  so.  He  had  a  lot  of  lambs  doing 
very  bad,  although  they  were  on  first-rate  land,  and  in  AprU 
he  told  his  shephord  to  take  the  ewes  away,  for  if  the  lambs 
did  worse  without  the  ewes  than  they  did  with  them  they 
must  be  bad  indeed.  The  lambs  did  better,  and  now  he  never 
let  the  lambs  be  with  the  ewes  alter  the  10th  of  May.  If  he 
had  forty  ewes  he  took  them  away  about  ten  or  twelve  at  a 
tinuB,  and  he  idways  found  that  the  lambs  took  to  the  pasture. 
Before  weaning  his  lambs  be  generally  broke  up  a  bttle  oil- 
cake, and  put  it  in  the  troughs,  and  they  ate  it,  and  he  nve 
them  a  little  for  a  short  time  after  they  were  weaned,  and  when 
kmbs  became  bad  in  the  autumn,  he  generally  thought  it  was 
because  they  had  not  been  properly  weaned.  Sheep,  too, 
wanted  plenty  of  water.  Some  years  since  he  did  not  think 
much  about  tliat,  but  he  shonld  now  as  soon  think  of  keeping 
his  bevts  as  his  sheep  without  water. 
SHBOFSHmE. 
At  Ludlow,  Col.  Co&BBTT,  M.P.,  was  sure  they  would  all 
agree  with  him  that  the  past  season  had  been  a  very  trying 
one  to  exhibitors  of  stocK  of  all  kinds.  The  absence  of  grass 
must  have  sharpened  every  former's  wits  to  find  out  how  to 
keep  his  stock  m  sufficient  order  for  the  show  vard,  for  it  was  a 
iine  qud  non  that  stock  should  not  be  fed  with  artificial  food, 
and  so  the  difficulty  became  all  the  greater.  The  result,  how* 
ever,  showed  that  they  were  able  to  meet  anv  difficulties  of  the 
sort  that  might  arise,  for  he  thought  that  a  better  show  for  a 
small  district  couhl  hardly  be  expected,  and  at  few  places  couhl 
it  possibly  be  so  good  as  it  had  Been  there  that  day.  Of  course 
that  was  the  centre  of  a  district  where  some  of  the  best  Here- 
fords  in  the  kingdom  were  bred,  than  which  there  was  no 
better  dass  of  stock  to  be  seen  anywhere,  for  thqr  had  kept 
their  place  at  the  Oxford  show  and  everywhere  else.  The 
cattle  shown  that  day  were  excellent.  They  were  of  a  ^ood 
useful  character,  and  jrood  framed,  and  showed  great "  kind- 
ness" in  handling.  The  fat  ones,  he  thought,  were  particu- 
krly  sood,  and  \&  breediuff  stock,  being  not  over-burdened 
with  nit,  were  such  as  would  bring  a  man  a  calf  every  year, 
and  not  one  in  three  years.  The  malt  tax  had  come  before 
the  House  during  the  early  part  of  the  session ;  but  nothing 
came  of  it  more  than  usual.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer was  not  able  to  make  up  the  £8.000,000  which  would  be 
lost  to  the  Government  by  the  repeal  of  the  tax ;  but  he  did 
auke  one  concession,  which  was  to  allow  formers  to  sprout 
their  own  barley  under  certain  conditions.  It  was  a  much 
vexed  question  as  to  what  the  advantage  of  this  would  be  to 
the  former.  If  it  was  any  good,  fanners  would  now  have  an 
opportunity  of  trying  it ;  but  the  concession  was  hampered  by 
one  condition  that  must  reduce  the  value  of  it  considerably. 
It  was  that  no  barley  should  be  so  sprouted  within  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  off  a  malt  house,  and  he  thought  there  were  few 
phices,  therefore,  where  foimers  would  be  able  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  The  question  of  local 
taxation  had  also  been  before  the  House.  Sir  Matsey  Lopca 
had  taken  the  matter  up  in  a  very  able  way,  the  auesUon  liad 
been  discussed  by  the  Chamber  of  Agriculture,  and  he  believed 
they  might  look  forward  to  a  satisfoctory  solution  of  the  ques- 
tion at  no  veiy  distant  day.  There  was  the  question  of 
turnpike  gates.  ("Pull  them  all  down.'*)  When  he  was 
canvassing  the  county  a  farmer  spoke  to  him  upon  that  sub- 
ject, and  objected  to  the  aboUtion  of  toll-gates  on  the  ground 
that  if  his  cattle  or  sheep  got  out  of  the  field  and  strayed, 
they  were  stopped  at  the  gate,  and  so  he  had  not  so  far  to  go 
to  find  them  as  he  otherwise  would ;  so  that  eveiybody  looked 
at  the  matter  for  his  own  point  of  view.  For  himself  he 
agreed  with  Mr.  ManseU,  who  said"Pull  them  all  down"; 
but  he  (Col.  Corbett)  certainly  did  not  think  it  right  that  the 
debta,  and  idl,  of  the  trusts,  should  be  thrown  upon  the  rate- 
payers. He  was  glad  to  see  that  those  present  were  of  the 
opinion  they  had  expressed,  but  the  difficulty  to  be  got  over 
was  to  decide  who  was  to  be  saddled  with  the  debt  The  roads 
are  not  at  present  what  they  used  to  bo-4he  great  arteries  of 
the  traffic  of  the  country,  the  railways  took  a  neat  deal  of  the 
traffic  He  thought  the  whole  question  should  be  looked  into 
and  well  a4justed.  The  new  gun  tax  was  another  matter  we 
should  refer  to.  He  did  not  know  what  view  was  taken  of 
that  subject  by  the  holders  of  land,  but  they  had  a  mat  fight 
in  the  House  to  cany  Mr.  Bead's  amendment  to  allow  occn- 

C'ers  to  carry  a  gun  to  kill  birds  and  vermin  upon  their  own 
nd.    The  Government  opposed  it,  but  they  had  carried  it  by 
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a  ?er7  oomfortable  dlYuion,  and  it  would,  he  believed,  preveat 
a  good  deal  of  annqyanoe  that  might  be  felt  Althoogh  the 
tax  might  do  aome  aood  in  the  neighbourhood  of  tovni, 
he  thought  it  remained  to  be  leen  whether  or  not  it  wonld 
be  an  inoon? enient  and  vexationi  tax  to  people  linog  in  the 
country. 

At  Forden,  Colonel  Cokbett  said  that  Parliament  had  gifen 
to  fonnen  the  power  to  half-sport  their  barler  for  feeding  pur- 
poses. He  did  not  know  what  they  might  think  of  it,  but  he 
was  speaking  to  a  farmer  recently  who  said  that  this  year  he 
thought  the  privilege  of  spurting  barley  would  be  of  great  ser- 
vice, on  account  of  the  fiulure  of  many  of  the  green  crops,  as 
the  spurted  barley  was  a  valuable  change  to  so  much  dry  com. 
The  one  condition  against  it,  and  that  would  interfere  with  its 
usefulness  in  manv  places,  was  that  it  must  not  be  spurted 
within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  any  malthouse.  In  consequence 
of  this  condition  many  farmers  can  make  little  use  of  it  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  vifii^^,  where  there  was  generally  one  or 
two  malthouws.  The  progress  of  farming  was  due  in  a  large 
measure  to  the  mannffu^rers  of  agricultural  implements,  wno 
had  adopted  to  practical  use  every  scientUic  improvement. 
Since  the  year  1846,  when  he  commenced  farming,  gnat  im- 
povemeuts  had  beeo  effected  in  agriculture  and  agricultural 
implements  by  men  possessing  scientific  knowledge,  and  it  had 
pushed  on  the  bucohc  mind  amasingiy.  It  had  a  similar  effect 
to  putting  a  slow  ploughman  behiad  two  &st  horses ;  if  he  in- 
tends to  plough  well  he  must  step  with  them.  He  must  con- 
gratulate them  on  the  good  work  done  by  the  champion  plough- 
men, the  fkrmers*  sons,  and  the  other  ploughmen,  which  was 
all  very  creditable.  The  hedging  was  uncommonly  well  done, 
and  he  flattered  himself  that  he  imew  a  bit  about  <*hedffing.'^ 
He  had  named  the  three  first  in  the  Severn  Valley  CluB,  and 
to-day  he  had  '*  spotted"  the  winner.  Fairplay  for  those  who 
allotted  the  work  to  be  done,  for  they  must  be  good  workmen 
who  could  make  good-loolong  hedges  out  of  some  of  them ; 
but,  however,  the  work  was  got  through  and  well  done.  He 
coud  see  in  places  that  it  was  hard  work  to  get  through  the 
ditches.  The  furrows  in  some  of  the  ploughing  were  done 
very  well,  the  edges  showing  up  sharp  lor  the  harrows.  The 
ploughing  of  the  fiirmers'  sons  \ras  very  ^d;  and  these 
prizes  stimulated  in  all  a  healthy  competition.  The  young 
man  must  not  know  only  how  to  hold  the  plough,  but 
how  to  set  it  to  do  the  work  required,  and  therefore  they  ought 
to  be  taught  these  things  by  those  who  do  know.  In  illustra- 
tion of  tms  he  might  tell  them  that  one  day— in  his  farming 
days— he  went  into  the  harvest-field,  and  his  man  who  haa 
loaded  the  waggon  had  done  it  so  badly  that  it  upset  the  wag- 
gon. He  remonstrated  with  the  man,  who  said  ne  could  do  it 
no  better,  when  he  (Col.  Corbett^  got  upon  the  waggon,  and 
loaded  it  himself,  and  it  did  not  fall  down  either.  He  wished 
to  tell  them  that  they  must  know  '*  how  to  go  along,"  and  not 
"how  to  come  along."  They  must  push  the  work  before 
them,  and  not  drag  it  after  them.  Then  as  to  the  American 
plough.  It  seemed  to  be  a  wonderful  plough,  and  did  extra- 
ordinary work ;  and  he  thought  that  they  could  not  do  better 
than  discuss  the  merits  of  that  invention  at  a  meeting  like  that 
for  an  hour,  as  it  would  be  most  profitably  spent.  He  thought 
that  plough  would  become  a  most  useful  plough,  and  be  a  great 
addition  to  their  agricultural  implements. 

At  Much  Wenlock,  Colonel  Corbbtt,  M.P.,  said  the  rin- 
derpest was  following  in  the  wake  of  the  Prussian  army  in 
Imce,  and  he  believed  that  unless  great  diligence  and  care 
were  exercised  by  our  own  Gbvemment,  we  should  again  have 
it  within  our  own  shores.  He  hoped  that  such  woiQd  not  be 
the  case ;  but  what  he  had  stated  went  to  show  that  the  dis- 
cussion which  had  taken  pUce  at  the  recenC  meeting  of  the 
Shropshire  Chamber  of  Agriculture  was  not  premature.  He 
was  satisfied  that  if  steps  were  not  taken  to  have  proper 
markets  erected  at  the  different  ports,  that  they  would  be  in 
great  peril  of  being  a^ain  visited  by  that  fnghtfnl  scourge.  He 
Iiad  great  confidence  m  Mr.  Forster,  that  he  would  use  all  vi- 
gUanee,  so  long  as  he  was  in  office,  and  that  such  care  would 
be  taken  that  they  would  not  be  likely  to  have  a  recurrence  of 
»***»■•"•.  But  the  MetropoHtan  Market  was  not  yet 
nwted--it  WM  not  setUed  where  it  was  to  be ;  and  he  did 
think  It  behoved  aU  of  them  as  agriculturists,  and  all  consu- 
aen  as  weU---for  aU  their  interests  were  in  the  weU-bemg  of 
ISTSS??!?""^*'  keep  watchful  eye  upon  the  Government,  ind 
pw  that  thpw  markets  were  made  with  aa  Uttle  delay  as  poiri- 


ble»  and  that  no  diseased,  amimal  should  move  out  of  tha 
when  th«y  were  erected.  There  were  not  maiv  other  sul^teU 
of  interest  that  he  ii«ed  bring  beCove  them,  but  therewisQu 
subject  that  they  all  took  great  interest  in,  and  whick  W 
been  idvertcd  to  .when  the  militia  was  mentioned-^  laeut 
local  taaatiQA«  It  waa  a  matter  that  pinohed  all  of  Uicaa 
the  rural  districts  especially.  It  never  eonld  be  right « j«{ 
that  eighty  per  cent  of  the  local  taxatioiiofthecoantiyikgiU 
beanchthat  the  ratmayea,  or  their  rqneseatativeii  Moo 
power  of  saying  whetoer  it  should  be  spent  or  noL  for  «:  of 
every  £100,  £^  was  paid  by  order  of  tiie  oentzal  Gorciaanj 
for  different  items  over  which  the  latep^yen  has  no  «£ni 
whatever.  And  what  were  those  items  P  Oneof  thenvntt 
expenses  of  miUtia  dep6ts.  But  sorely  the  militU  n 
as  much  for  the  national  good  as  the  regular  amy,  ud 
if  so,  why  should  it  not»  Uke  the  replar  amv,  be  is^ 
ported  aoldy  out  of  the  national  fnnda  P  Then  then  wen 
the  lunatic  asylums,  which,  although  they  partook  mm  d 
a  local  chancter  than  the  militia,  still,  he  thought,  oagtt  to 
be  supported  by  the  funds  of  the  nation  at  large.  Asdvba 
thOT  considered  the  manner  in  which  the  rates  were  at  pmcst 
levied,  it  seemed  to  him  that  such  item  of  aspeulitue  osgt: 
in  fairness  to  come  ont  of  the  general  lands  of  the  ttnaaj. 
He  was  well  aware  that  there  was  great  difficult  in  kfTiifa 
rate  equitably  over  the  whole  of  the  country,  but  he  oateatr 
thought  it  unfidr  that  anv  parish  should  he  caUed  upoa  to  pif 
a  rate  for  those  items  which  belonged  more  to  the  aatioa  ^ 
large  than  to  any  particuUur  parish.  Their  represanUtivesW 
not  yet  been  able  to  do  much  for  them  with  rogard  to  the  sitt 
tax,  but  one  point  had  been  gained — that  of  a  prifikfc  to 
farmen  to  sprout  barley  for  the  foeding  of  cattle.  A  tm  o' 
his  had  told  him  thst  owing  to  the  scard^ofsBcooJeDite^ 
this  year  he  intended  to  try  sprouted  barley,  but  em  rja 
that  there  was  one  drawback,,  which  was  that  those  vbo  vb» 
within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  ih>m  any  malt-house  could  sot  tab 
advantage  of  it,  and  very  few  he  prenuned  would,  in  aoae 
parts  of  the  country,  be  able  to  avail  themselves  of  the  priiik^ 

Mr.  A.  H.  Browk,  M.P.,  said  the  question  of  local  taut* 
was  one  in  which  he  had  taken  a  great  deal  of  iaterai.  TL^ 
were  all  aware  probably  that  a  committee  of  the  Hoaie  of 
Commons  had  sat  upon  the  subject  that  year.    He  vat  ast  i 
member  of  that  committee,  and  no  doubt  many  preieiit  voU 
have  read  what  had  been  done  hj  them,  but  he  thoogbt  W 
might  recapitulate  some  of  the  pointe  which  had  been  unm 
at.    He  would  first  refer  to  the  manner  in  which  this  qaesfiOi 
affected  farmen.    To  make  himself  understood  he  vooii  bn 
a  case.    He,  for  instano^  wished  to  rent  a  farm.    Heisqx.'rd 
from  the  Undlord  what  was  the  rent,  inspected  the  £um.  im 
saw  how  it  was  situated  as  to  a  market  town.   Now  if" 
thought  the  rent  of  that  fiirm,  with  the  taxes,  wu  nch  ttii 
he  could  recoup  himself,  he  should  conclude  the  btmia :  to 
if  the  rates  were  higher  than  he  could  afford,  he  sfaonld  aot  u» 
so  unless  the  rent  was  proportionately  low.    From  Jts  n 
would  be  seen  that  the  rates  affected  the  rent  a  landloid  sn^ 
get  for  his  farm,  and  they  fell  therefore  to  a  certaio  aiai 
upon  the  owner  of  the  property.    That  was  the  fint  beaiu^  c^ 
the  case.    Then  it  might  so  happen  that  he  took  s  Um» 
which  the  rates  were  not  hijjh;   but  that  the  nto,M^,    I 
seemed  invariably  to  do  in  this  country,  rose,  and  die  ww»  «^    I 
his  previous  calculations  were  upset.    The  committee  senia^ 
to  be  of  the  opinion  that  this  increase  of  tsxation  sbosL  x    | 
divided  bstween  owners  and  occupiers,  so  that  the  Utter  shos^ 
not  have  to  pay  the  whole  of  it  out  of  his  own  pocket,  hi^    I 
dition  to  that  part  of  the  question  there  was  the  other  pvtu.^ 
referred  to  the  incidence  of  the  local  rates,  whether  thej  sb^ 
fall  upon  real  or  personal  property,  or  both,  and  he  iwP«  r* 
matter  would  be  taken  into  oonsiaeration  by  the  eoaam  ^ 
the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  Bjllfh  Bbhson,  the  chairman,  said  that  grossi*^ 
the  congratulation  of  the  agrieultvist  were  this  J«[""°*' 
for  he  ftaredthat  this  year  would  be  an  aapn^.^ 
many  of  them.  The  drought  of  the  past  sumnv  bat  bhscw 
their  pastures  and  ooverad  their  root  crops  with  Uifkt  atf^ 
tosogreat  an  extent  thatit woaldbeamsttcrof^wjia^ 
oulty  to  provide  food  for  tiieir  cattle  and  shesp.  BeMd^ 
was  true,  been  told  that  it  JiriheeftaeapiteliiM^,<«>^ 
the  stubbles,  and  he  hoM  ti^y  wooldbeAaakfid  ^r  ^ 
meraieaaad flad  that  their  atubUee  wen pf^^^Z 
MftttenMiomeof  UwdiaoqmmwAlierMUjr^'^'" 
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wiiy  thej  ahoold  not  have  what  be  beUeved  would  be  a  great 
attnustum,a  bit  of  dinner  fin(k  and  the  diacnasion  afterwaroi, 

Mr.  TUYOB  aaid  he  had»  it  wit  tme,  been  beaten 
for  ibnoes,  but  he  thought  he  had  been  beaten  by  a 
fait  of  atratagem.  If  hit  late  «genta  had  met  him  with 
the  tame  libeiali^  that  Mr.  Bine  had  done,  hit  fenoet 
would  hare  been  equal  to  anjr  m  the  kingdom.  With  retpeot 
to  the  root  crop,  he  managed  it  upon  the  old  fathion  tjttem, 
and  he  thonld  oontinne  to  do  to  until  he  wai  mnvinoed  that 
the  new  ^tton  waa  better  than  the  old  one.  He  employed  a 
great  many  imnlementt,  and  there  wat  one  paztieulai^,  an  old 
fitthion  one,  that  wat  a  great  £ft?outte  of  hii.  It  wat  the 
nloiigh.  He  alwayt  j^onghed  hit  land  up  two  or  three  tiaea 
for  timipe.  Hit  finendt  told  him  that  by  to  doing  he  lott 
moittore.  Well,  he  admitted  that  hit  root  crop  tud,  tome 
aeatont,  grow  "  patohv,'*  but  he  had  a  cheater  weight  per  acre 
than  Mr.  Acton,  and  be  thought  he  ooald  even  beat  Mr.  Da?iet 
in  that  reapeet.  If  he  lott  moitture  at  fint,  the  deep  oultiTa- 
tion  retained  moittore  aiterwarda.  If  th^  would  look  around 
the  oonntiy  they  would  tee,  alto,  that  hit  ttubblet  were  cleaner 
than  under  the  other  tyttem.  One  aeriout  matter  for  them  to 
look  to  wat  the  tnpply  of  water,  which  he  thought  wat  gettina 
veqr  thort— a  contequeaee,  at  he  beUeved,  of  tbo  increated 
dnunage  of  the  land.  He  thought  every  gentleman  who  had 
tn  ettate  thonld  turn  hit  attention  to  that  matter. 

S0MEB3fn?SHULE. 
At  Shepton  MaUet,  Mr.  Gbnqx  Andbxws  taid:  Migor 
Pt^et  wished  to  know  their  opinion  of  the  Derbythire  cheete 
which  he  had  tet  before  them  at  dinner  that  day.  Now  it  to 
happened  that  he  (Mr.  Andrewt)  wat  himtelf  perhapt  one  of 
the  gieatett  oheeie  growers  in  Somertet,  having  kept  on  hit 
farm  two  hundred  oowt.  Therefore  he  thought  he  ought  to 
be  a  jud^  of  cheete^  and  at  hit  end  of  the  table  there  were 
maay  friendi  who  were  oheete-makert  and  alto  exoeUent 
jidget  of  d&eeie.  Well,  having  tatted  the  cheete  set  before 
theoL  and  irhich  the  hon.  guxtleman  had  to  kindly  procured 
for  their  opinion,  they  all  taid  that  Derbythire  cheete  wat  a 
very  good  cheete,  but  it  wat  not  to  good  at  Somenetthire 
ohMie.  He  wat  in  Xjondon  yetterday,  and  he  happened  to 
fall  in  with  the  chairman  of  the  Local  Taxation  Attooaton  in 
the  county  of  Warwick,  and  alto  with  a  Derbyshire  gentle- 
man, and  the  conversation  tnmed  upon  cheete.  The  War* 
wickshire  gentleman  teemed  to  have  a  great  understanding  of 
cheete  and  the  current  pricet,  and  he  gathered  fiwm  him  tnat 
the  price  of  cheete  in  Warwickthire  wat  very  much  tuperior 
to  the  price  in  Somertetahire,  and  he  alto  beueved  it  wat  very 
much  the  eame  in  Derbythire.  Now  he  jott  gave  that  in- 
formation on  thit  occation  for  the  advantage  of  the  cheeaa 
dealer  in  Somertet  We  had  lately  a  veiy  ttrong  north'«att 
wind;  and  they  might  ^peud  upon  it  that  if  the  price  went 
up  in  Warwick  and  Derby  the  price  would  go  up  in  Somerset. 
It  teemed  that  nothing  decent  could  at  the  pretent  time  be 
bought  in  the  county  of  Warwick  for  leat  than  QOt.  per  owt. 
(A voice:  What  weight P~lI21bt.P).  He  had  a  ditcuttion 
on  diffarent  weightt  m  the  county,  and  he  meant  80a.  for  a 
Somersetshire  hundred-weight.  And  he  hoped  that  gentlemen 
here  would  not  throw  awa^  their  best  cheete  for  lata  than  80a. 
per  cwt  There  was  a  feeunj^,  and  thqr  had  teen  it  publicly 
eipreaaed  in  ma^y  of  the  pnnta  of  large  eircalation,  that  it 
would  be  better  for  thia  country  that  we  ahould  have  a  paid, 
rather  than  an  unpaid,  magiatracy.  He  totally  diaaented  from 
that  doctrine^  and  ne  believed  it  would  be  an  evil  day  for  Eng- 
land when  the  administration  of  county  aflitira  wat  in  the 
haodt  of  naid  oi&cialt.  Nevertheleat,  he  wat  torrv  to  taj  he 
had  heard  recently,  even  among  their  own  dati— >tne  agncoJU 
tural  daata  who  tupported  the  counur  magittraGy,at  a  rule,  in 
eveiy  remect— he  had  heard  a  feeling  expreaaed  that  there 
waa  not  that  aymnathv  and  cordial  union  between  the  count* 
ma^itmtea  and  the  clatt  by  whom  they  were  supported  which 
we  nopedy  and  which  we  ought,  to  tee.  He  wat  toiry  to  hear 
tnch  exniettio—  of  fedingt ;  he  regretted  it  exceedingly.  He 
honed  that  feeling  would  not  iuereate,  and  that  the  qfmpathv 
and  ti^^port  of  the  magittratet  of  the  conn^  would  on  aU 
oecaaiona  go  with  the  foeUnga  and  interettt  of  the  dattet  by 
whoaathey  were  aurounded.  They  knew  that  the  magiatraoy 
wat  drawn  very  largely  from  among  the  landed  proprieton; 
and  it  bad  been  jaid,  witiiOBt  Jut  ooatent,  that  he  (Mr. 
Andziw»>  wooU  tay  einMfthing  here  to-di^  on  a  queation  in 
wM  th9  companjT  all  Ht  very  great  iat«rMt^«  uma^  lA 


who  were  occupiert,  not  only  in  the  county,  but  to  a  very  large 
extent  in  the  townt ;  and  that  quettion  wat  an  u^jntt  charge 
with  retpeet  to  the  poor-rate  attettment  on  thote  who  owned 
houtet  and  landt — what  wat  known  and  deaeribed  at "  real 
property."  It  wat  not  hit  intentioa  to  addrett  to  them  any 
tet  tpee(Bh  on  the  tutiject,  and  it  wat  the  more  unnecettary  be- 
caute  the  tobject  wat  well  known  and  undentood  in  every 
panth  in  the  county— bv  every  guardian,  -every  clergyman, 
every  magiatrate.  Or,  if  they  did  not  underttand  it,  it  wat 
their  own  foult  It  waa  well  known  to  thote  pretent  that  he 
(the  tpeaker)  had  taken  tome  trouble  to  organixe  a  county 
attodation  in  thit  county,  and  that  one  of  the  moat  important 
quettiona  which  they  had  undertaken  waa  that  of  a  reform  of 
the  Poor-rate,  ataeaament  in  itt  bearings.  Now,  what  wat  the 
quettion,  timpl;^  and  thortly,  which  the  aiaociation  had  put 
before  the  puolicP  It  wat  timply  this  t  That  the^r  attacked  an 
exemption^and  everybody  knew  what  an  exemption  wat.  In 
every  panth  all  the  real  property  wat  rated.  Now,  what  would 
they  tay  if  two-thirdt  or  the  property  in  any  paruh  or  town 
wat  exempted  from  the  Poor-rate-»a  tax  of  £11,000,0009 
'Why,  they  would  tay,  **  We  will  appeal  to  the  Attettment 
Committee,  and  we  will  have  it  atteued."  Now  all  th^  had 
to  tay  with  regard  to  the  aaiettment  of  pertonal  property  waa 
thia:  that  if  it  wat  jutt  that  it  thonld  continue  to  De  exempted, 
let  it  be  to ;  but  if  it  wat  unjutt,  let  it  be  remedied.  Now  in 
proposing  tiiit  toaat  of  the  Magittratet,  he  thonld  venture  to 
tay  that  thqr  had  not  that  tympathy  and  tupport  from  the 
great  body  of  magittratea  in  thia  County  Aiaociation,  which 
h^  been  founded  immediately  by  farmers,  which  they  had  a 
right  to  expect.  There  were  on  the  list  of  Somerset  county 
magistrates  250  names,  and  he  thought  on  the  litt  of  the 
County  Attociation  they  had  not  more  than  perhapt  SO.  They 
had  every  one  of  their  county  membera  on  that  liat.  They  had 
the  Marquia  of  Bath  on  that  litt— ih^  had  the  Lord- 
lieutenant  on  tiiat  litt— they  had  the  Hon.  Mr.  Chiohetter 
forteione,  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  on  that  litt— the^  had 
the  late  Chairman  of  Quarter  Settioua,  Sir  William  Mflw 
and  there  were  many  others,  a  few  othen  at  leaati  that  he  might 
name.  But  where  were  the  maaa  of  the  magiatratea  that  they 
did  not  come  forward  to  tupport  their  county  membert  and 
their  Lord-Lieutenant  by  following  their  example  in  thit 
matter  P  He  would  not  be  aurnatted  in  retpeet  to  the  ma^ 
tratet  by  any  man  in  Somertet ;  ne  retpected  them— he  admired 
them ;  but  he  couhl  not  undentand  the  man  who  taid  he  could 
not  underttand  a  aimple  quettion  put  in  thit  way  i  That  a  man 
having  illO,000  a-year  from  a  mortgage  thall  pay  no  Foor- 
ratet,  and  that  a  man  receiving  40a.  a-year  on  a  houae  thall  pay 
Foor-ratea.  Now  the  county  magistrate  that  taid  he  could  not 
underttand  tfaat  timple  quettion  of  the  rating  of  the  tmallett 
amount  of  what  vrat  caUed  real  propoty,  and  the  non-ratinff 
of  the  krgett  amount  of  personal  income  that  they  could 
imagine.  A  hMr||e  manufiicturer  or  a  lar|^  holder  of  bank 
ttoea  received  his  income  surely,  received  his  ineome  at  quietly 
and  tnngly,  and  very  for  more  to,  than  an^  owner  of  a  hoote. 
Then  why  thonld  he  not  contribute  hit  fiur  there  to  the  dutiea 
which  were  unqueitionably  imperial  duJiet  P  Now  the  one 
grand  reason  which  waa  aatnmed  by  many  county  magittratea 
who  could  not  tee  their  way  quite  dear  upon  the  tulQect— the 
one  grand  objection  waa,  that  it  would  do  away  with  hMal 
telf-govemment.  Now  many  of  thote  now  preaent  were  mem- 
bert of  Boardt  of  Guardiana,  and  mutt  all  know  that  the  limit 
of  their  expenditure  at  Boardt  of  Gnardiant  wat  tet  them, 
not  by  anything  that  they  could  econonute,  but  by  the  dutiea 
wUch  the  law  charged  tiiem  with.  The  law  charged  them 
with  the  relief  of  the  poor,  the  payment  of  the  police,  main- 
tenance of  lunatio  aqpiuna,  recu&ratkm  of  votert,  regiatntion 
of  births,  building  bridget,  and  now  they  were  to  have  educ^- 
taon,and  then  toon  tliey  were  to  have  amillion  added  to  the 
Poor-rate  for  tumpike^oadt.  That  wat  called  "hMalaelf- 
government !"  He  thould  like  to  know  what  tort  of  local 
aelf-govemraent  tvmpike-ratet  were,  or  boardt  of  ffuardiana 
even, or  county  magiebateaP  They  (the  guardians)  had  their 
dutiea  laid  down,  and  they  were  governed  by  the  Poor-law 
Board  in  the  TeryamaUeat  Items  of  outlay.  The  ordm  of  the 
Foor4aw  Board  were  at  abaolute  aa  any  Ada  of  Parliament. 
The  Pnaident  of  the  Poor-law  Board  hadn't  to  go  to  Parlia- 
ment for  the  powera  which  he  exeroiaed  over  boaida  oC 
gnaidiana:  he  took  it  at  a  matter  of  oonne.  He  wat  the 
gioateatdaapot  in  Britain^-heowld  do  what  Jie  liked.  Wxth 
regard  tg  the  OQWity  magiitnWa,  they  |[Qvemed  the  oouBtf  cxv 
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penditnre ;  but  we  were  told  tluit  more  thin  80  per  eeat  of 
that  eipenditora  waa  kid  oot  under  laws  paaeed  oy  the  Par- 
liament ;  that  Uiev  had  no  power  to  limit  ihoee  eipenaea,  the 
only  control  thqr  W  was  o?er  only  12  per  eent  of  the  oonntj 
expenditure.  Now  he  ahonld  like  to  know  what  ilnanmal 
boardi,  county  ma^ttrates,or  anybody  else,  were  going  to  save 
out  of  the  expenditure  P  And  if  we  were  going  to  hare  a  large 
extension  of  the  militia,  he  should  like  to  know  the  justice  of 
a  house  in  Shepton  Mallet  being  rated  to  contribute  towards 
the  maintenance  of  militia  stores  and  bnildingt ;  whieh  cer- 
tainly was  a  matter  of  national  importance.  Although  thqr 
(the  association)  were  not  supported  in  this  county  as  they 
ousht  to  be,  Tet  he  might  tell  this  meeting  that  the  association 
had  been  abfe  to  set  afloat  this  moTcment  against  the  unjust 
assessment  of  Poor-rate,  in  erery  county  of  England.  And 
further  than  that,  they  had  induced  gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  take  up  the  question  in  the  House,  and  it  had  be- 
come, through  the  movement  in  this  county,  one  of  the  most 
important  questions  of  the  day.  He  trusted  the  magistrates 
in  the  ooun^  of  Somerset  would  pay  attention  to  the  dreular 
letter  of  Sir  Massey's,  and  that  they  would  at  quarter  sessions 
follow  the  example  which  was  set  by  the  Deronshire  court  in 
moving  some  motion  in  fiirour  of  the  question.  He  had  always 
held  the  opinion  that  if  our  county  majptrntes  in  every  county 
spoke  out  as  they  ought  to  speak  on  this  question,  no  ministry 
—Whig,  Tory,  or  Badical— could  resbt  the  demand  of  the 
county  magistracy.  Now,  if  that  were  so,  if  his  opinion  were 
correct  in  that  respect,  we  owed  it  to  the  coun^  magistrates  of 
England,  the  Whi({s  and  Tories,  the  continuance  of  this 
abominable  and  unjust  burden  on  real  property.  It  vras  on 
them,  and  not  on  the  ministry ;  for  you  might  nspend  that  no 
ministry  would  venture  for  a  moment  to  deny  the  consideration 
of  this  question  to  the  body  of  the  magistrates  of  the  kingdom. 
For  what  did  we  see  P  We  saw  that  every  ministry  for  the  time 
must  take  the  gauge  of  the  public  opinion.  And  if  th^  knew 
that  the  parties  who  were  chiefly  interested  were  satisfted  to 
rest  under  the  burden,  it  vras  no  part  of  their  duty  to  take  up 
the  question  as  a  Government,  and  so  damage  tlie  position  of 
the  party  to  wluoh  th^  belonged.  That  was  the  real  question. 
Neither  of  the  two  peat  poktical  parties  had  yet  ventured  to 
touch  this  question  m  the  House ;  and  until  Uiey  did,  one  or 
the  other  of  them,  venture  to  touch  it,  you  might  depend  upon 
it  no  great  efl^Bctive  measures  would  ever  be  undertaken  by  any 
Government.  But  he  believed  that  public  opinion  would  go  on 
and  press  them  on.  He  would  instance  the  case  of  an 
association  which  had  been  established  in  liondon,  with  the 
present  Lord  Mayor,  Mr.  Besley,  at  the  head  of  it,  for  the  re- 
a4)ustment  of  the  poor-rate  question,  and  for  a  national  Poor- 
rate.  So  strongly  did  he  feel  with  reference  to  the  movement 
in  London,  that  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Beslqr  to  tell  him  he 
should  be  verv  gUul  to  become  a  member  of  that  association 
for  the  whole  beinff  cast  upon  a  Common  Fund— a  national  rate 
for  EngUnd  and  Wales.  For  it  was  ntteriy  impoesiUe  to  re- 
gulate  the  operation  of  a  tax  levied  on  personal  property  for 
small  areas,  such  as  a  union ;  and  vou  could  only  properiy  ap- 
portion it  for  England  and  Wales.  *  r    r-  /  t^ 

Colonel  NAPisn  knew  that  great  fault  had  been  found  of  late 
years  with  regard  to  the  economical  management  of  the 
finances  of  this  county  by  the  magistrates.  He  believed  they 
should  on  some  future  occasion  have  other  people  besides  the 
magistrates  to  assist  in  the  management  of  the  flnances  of  this 
county :  he  for  one  should  certainly  not  be  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  RiCEXOim  did  not  enter  fully  into  Mr.  Andrews'  views, 
and  he  did  not  hear  all  he  said,  because  he  tiiought  the  best 
way  to  discountenance  anything  of  that  kind  iras  to  go  away  and 
leave  the  room,  whieh  he  did ;  but  he  heard  enoiQ|h  to  show 
him  that  all  that  gentleman's  conclusions  were  not  correct. 
He  believed  the  inhabitants  of  Somerset  were  fhlly  satisfied 
with  the  decisions  of  the  majgistrates,  and  he  believed  it  was 
consistent  for  them  to  be  satisfied  so  long  as  they  had  no  reason 
tonumble. 

Mr.  E.H.CLEnK  (late  President  of  the  Sodety):  He  hoped 
those  gentlemen  whom  he  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  in  this 
room  believed  that  if  he  thought  anv  movement  iras  likely  to 
bea  great  benefit  to  the  agrioultoral  interest, he  should  be  the 
!™.t®«?^VJ'*^**P?®'*-  But  he  was  not  so  certain  that 
if  tills  nlan  of  Mr.  Genge  Andrews',  of  rating  all  property  both 
real  and  personal— which  he  quite  agreed^th  himAraa  only 
Sl!;?^  ^'ir**^  u"*  r*."^  convinced timt  if  tht^  weii 
earned  out,  the  agncultunl  interest  would  get  any  very  great 


benefit  He  vras  one  of  those  who  believed  that  in  the  meat 
time  they  were  more  likely  to  sniEBr  than  to  derive  beaefit;  sad 
though  he  Mt  that  personal  properif  should  pay  to  the  support 
of  tM  poor,  he  iras  not  certain  that  if  it  were  rated  the  ^li- 
cnltanl  interest  would  get  the  benefit.  Mr.  Genge  Andievi 
had  stated  that  no  Goveramentr— Wluc,  Badical,  or  Taq-'iaA 
ventured  to  move  in  this  matter.  &  (the  hon.  mapstnte) 
thought  thcj  had  very  good  xeasonforit  Itwai  a  vervein 
thing  to  talk,  but  it  was  very  difilcnlt  to  cany  out  WsU,and 
when  they  came  to  h»k  at  this— and  he  had  lookad  at  it,sBd 
the  more  he  looked  at  it  the  lees  he  saw  his  vray  out  of  ii— 
they  would  find  tiie 
into    detail.    It 


perfectly 
property  ought  to  contribute;  for  it  got  more  beaefit 
in  many  instances  than  real  property.  Kit  let  them  tib 
one  instance.  Let  them  suppose  that  a  geatlssMa 
living  in  that  town  had  £10,000  a-year  in  property  in  Lcaios. 
How  would  they  rate  that  property,  in  this  union  or  b  Lou- 
don  P  [Several  Voices :  **  J3y  a  national  rate.*^  Veiv  weQ, 
just  so;  he  would  come  to  that  They  said,  **  Ok  I  they 
would  have  a  national  rate."  A  national  rate !  They  wcreto 
pay  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  thev  meant?  V«y  weD, 
who  was  to  have  the  management  of  tnat  fund  f  Th^  aid, 
local  bodies.  He  said,  it  would  never  work ;  they  wosld 
never  get  anyone  to  put  it  in  the  hands  of  local  boards.  He 
thought  there  wen  a  vety  large  number  of  clsssrs  at  picsest 
massed  together  under  the  poor-rate  which  mi^t  come  oa  the 
Consolidated  Fund  with  advantase ;  but  that  was  a  veiy 
different  thing  firom  taking  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  puUiiig 
that  on  the-Ccmsolidated  Fund.  The  militin  and  the  police, 
he  thought,  they  might  put  on  the  Consolidated  Fund—tboee 
were  not  poor-rate,  they  were  county-rate.  But  what  did 
they  amount  to  in  tiie  end?  Why  a  mere  nothing— whea it 
came  to  be  looked  into  and  examined,  it  waa  a  mere  nothing,! 
very  small  point  indeed.    However,  this  wna  not  the  pbn  to 


the  question,  sod  he  had  merely  endeavoured  to  ihov 
them  that  there  were  tvro  sides  to  it  The  only  reason  thtt 
he  had  for  not  taking  up  the  question  was  that  he  did  not  see 
his  way  out  of  it 

BCajor  Paget,  M.P.,  said :  Often  at  tiiese  meetings  tiisy  had 
had  the  opportunity  of  getting  the  adriee  of  several  of  the 
leading  cheese  dealen  oi  the  neighbourhood ;  and  it  straek 
him  the  ones  tring  they  rather  halted  upon  was  this— that  tke 
American  cheese  was  gradually  creeping  up  and  improving  is 
description,  that  it  was  going  to  rain  their  very  neart,  aid 
that  there  wu  but  one  safeguard  for  them  to  take  to  enisie 
themselves  against  such  hurtful  opposition,  and  that  was  the 
introductiou  here  of  the  American  system  of  cheese-making. 
Now  it  so  happened  that  in  liondon  last  year  a  friend  of  hu 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  one  of  the  Derhjahira  sMsben, 
waa  talking  to  him  (Migor  Paget)  about  this  American  sjetea^ 
and  told  him  that  he  had  just  started  it  in  Derbvahiie.  He 
let  him  into  a  great  many  details,  and  as  he  saw  that  he  (the 
Miyor)  was  greatly  interested  in  the  sulgect,  he  invited  kia 


vitation  to  take  down  with  him  one  of  the  principal  cheeie- 
maken  in  Somerset— a  man  whom  tbsy  would  alJ  say  kaev  Us 
work  thoroughly— Mr.  John  Hoddinott  Well,  they  veat 
down  there,  and  they  inspected  the  whole  oi  the  svsteai  of 
cheese-makmg,  and  he  thought  Mr.  Hoddinott  would  be  in- 
clined to  tell  them  the  same  as  he  now  said — we  had  sosie- 
thing  to  learn  firom  them.  As  to  the  practical  results,  they  iQ 
knew  that  the  proof  of  the  pudding  was  in  the  eatiBg,aBd  thej 
had  had  the  cmportunity  of  eating  some  of  the  cmbss.  He 
toU  his  Derbysnire  friends  that  there  would  be  an  agricaharal 
meeting  in  his  neighbourhood  in  t^e  coune  of  the  aitaan 
'*  Send  roe  one  of  vour  best  cheeses,  and  I  will  take  it  dovn  to 
the  Society,  and  they  shall  examine  and  taste  it.  I  will  aead 
you  up  one  of  our  best  cheeses ;  and  then  we  shall  each  kaov 
what  the  other  is  about**  Now  from  aU  he  had  heard  of  the 
observations  of  those  around  him,  and  from  the  HtHs  cffot- 
tunities  he  had  had  of  receiving  tae  opinions  of  these  who 
were  thoroughly  able  to  give  a  goodopinioo  on  the  salvset^W 
might  say  that  the  cheese  thqr  had  to-ni^t  was  what  tkey 
would  all  agree  was  good  cheese  rich  eheeoe— weU-aade 
cheese  but  it  seemed  to  him  not  so  good  as  Somenti 
cheese.  However,  he  would  say  that  having  an  opportanify 
of  seeing  the  cheese  fo«toi7,  he  determined  ftat  he  woald  «• 
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it  thoroughly.  He  went  in  the  morning,  soon  after  the  milk 
WM  hronght  in,  and  he  itayed  there  fonr  hours,  and  saw  the 
whole  thing  from  hqfinning  to  end.  There  were  one  or  two 
thing!  whieh,  perhaps,  it  woold  he  no  harm  to  them  to  he 
aware  of.  One  thinv,  no  donht»  wa^  that  hy  getting  the 
amonnt  of  prodnoe  of  a  great  many  dairies  hnmght  to  one 
spot  br  tn  organised  system,  they  made  np  cheese  for  less 
than  they  oonU  before.  They  had  the  mOk  of  840  oowi  sent 
in  from  a  namber  of  frrms,  the  most  distant  of  whieh  was, 
periiape  three  or  four  miles  away.  The  staff  reqnired  to  make 
all  that  milk  ap  into  chesse  was  one  head-man,  two  able-bodied 
men,  and  two  boys;  five  persons  altogether.  Thcne  was  no 
doubt  a  saving  on  that.  If  we  ooold  be  absolatelT  certain  that 
we  shoald  be  in  no  danger  of  imnring  the  high  description  of 
oor  cheese  by  doing  that  it  mi|fht  be  a  good  ^stem  to  adopt 
here ;  bnt  we  were  not  so  certain.  He  was  not  gdng  to  ad?o- 
cate  at  once  the  intradaetion  of  the  system.  They  saw  that  it 
had  produced  a  cheese,  which  he  was  told  was  as  good  as  the 
best  cheese  whieh  was  made  before  in  Derbyshire ;  bnt  it  only 
showed  him,  what  he  was  oouTinoed  of  before— that  that  was  a 
long  way  short  of  the  best  cheese  that  was  made  in  Somerset. 
The  American  superintendent  of  the  eheese  factory  stated  that 
the  milk  of  the  cows  was  rendered  irregnUr  in  quality  by  their 
hdng  kept  in  a  small  field  until  the  grass  was  eaten  elose,  and 
then  changed  into  plentiful  grsss ;  instead  of  their  being  kept 
on  a  large  and  e?en  pasture.  He  heard  that  the  best  quality 
of  the  cheese  made  in  America  remained  in  that  country.  One 
of  the  fanner's  wires  in  Derbyshire  eiprcMcd  herself  delighted 
with  the  new  system,  under  which  she  reoeiTcd  G^d.  a  gallon  for 
the  milk,  and  got  rid  of  all  the  trouble.  He  hoped  they  would 
give  him  credit  for  his  investigations.  He  had  no  fear  what- 
ever  for  the  Somerset  dairies ;  bat  haTioff  heard  a  great  deal  of 
this  American  system,  and  as  it  had  been  introduced  into 
Derbyshire,  he  was  anxious  to  see  it  for  himself,  and,  what  was 
more,  he  was  anxious  to  giTe  them  an  opportunity  of  seeing  for 
themselves  what  it  could  produce.  They  had  had  a  little  too 
much  of  local  taxation.  Mr.  Andrews  and  he  had  often  dis- 
cnsaed  those  matterh  and  he  was  quite  ready  to  go  with  Mr. 
Andrews  to  the  fidl  extent  of  admittmg  that  there  was  a  great 
griflvanoe  in  the  present  inequality  of  taxation.  He  thought 
th^  should  recognise  it,  and  that  it  should  be  brought  home 
plainly  to  'everybody,  and  that  it  should  form  a  firound  of 
agitation.  They  wouldn't  get  anythiuc  by  sitting  still. 
They  most  be  ready  to  agitate,  and  reac|y  to  insist  on  the 
fact  that  that  grievance  existed.  That  grievance  for  a 
long  while  was  denied ;  it  was  denied  out  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  it  was  denied  in  it.  But  they  were  chang- 
ing  their  tone  without,  and  the  tone  within  was  changing 
at  least  as  rapidly,  and  he  could  say  that  a  great  step  hsd 
been  taken  in  the  fret  that  this  Inequality  of  taxation  waa 
heing  recognised.  It  formed  the  subject  of  a  committee  lut 
year,  although  that  committee  only  touched  on  a  very  small 
end  of  the  question.  It  woidd  assuredly  form  the  suDJeet  of 
a  committee  this  next  session,  and  he  did  hope  that  they 
might  look  for  a  succeisfal  termination  to  it.  But  they  should 
not  have  it  unless  thqr  were  all  as  fully  oonvinoed  as  those 
npyn  whom  the  burden  bore  the  hardest  that  they  had  got  a 
grievance. 

Mr.  S.  Whatlit  congratulated  the  frrmers  present  on 
the  fret  that  they  did  not  live  under  landlords  who,  if  they 
saw  them  making  ten  tons  of  cheese  extra,  would  immediately 
raise  their  rents. 

Colonel  Napdu  liked  to  see  his  tenants  nut  as  much  money 
in  their  ^mckets  as  they  oould,  being  sure  tney  would  improve 
his  land  in  proportion. 

Mr.  Whatlst  would  ask  Mijor  Paget  if  he  would  do  such  a 
thing,  namely,  raise  the  rent  as  described  ? 

M«or  Fagkt  :  I  am  astonished,  Mr.  Whatley,  that  you 
should  ask  me  such  a  question. 

SUFFOLK. 
At  the  Stowmarket  Farmers'  Club,  Col.  Faxkib,  M.P., 
said :  Many  questions,  tliough  ably  diKussed  during  the  late 
session,  had  by  reason  of  the  msss  of  business,  been  put  off  to 
a  future  time.  He  was  aware  that  amongst  those  so  pos^ned 
were  several  questions  very  interesting  to  the  constituency  he 
had  the  honour  to  represent.  He  might  enumerate  theroor 
Iaw  Bating,  Financial  Boards,  and  vat  Game  Law  question, 
which  he  saw,  by  proceedings  that  took  phoe  in  tnat  very 


town,  was  made  the  subject  of  a  discussion  which  would  very 
materially  assist  those  who  would  eventually  have  to  give  an 
opinion  upon  that  important  question,  and  this  was  the 
best  assistance  that  a  constituency  could  render  to  its  repre- 
sentatives. 

Lord  AUOU8TU8  Hsbtbt,  M.P.,  said:  With  reference  to 
the  Education  Bill,  that  was  a  measure  the  working  of  which 
th^  would  have  to  see  in  the  future,  but  he  was  persuaded 
that  in  its  direct  and  indirect  effects  it  would  be  greatly  for  the 
advantage  of  the  oommunity. 

Colonel  F.  M.  Wilson,  said:  There  were  two  ques- 
tions immediately  interesting  on  the  present  occasion— the 
first  of  which  n  as  the  contagions  diseases  among  animals, 
and  the  second  the  education  questions.  Cattle  diseases 
were  more  immediately  interesting  at  this  time,  because  they 
knew,  as  a  fact,  that  the  cattie  plague  had  been  imported  into 
France,  following  the  steps  of  the  victorious  Prussian  armies 
for  a  very  considerable  distance,  and  it  had  also  appeared  in 
Saxony  snd  Dresden.  They  hoped  that  these  cattle  would  all 
be  eaten  up  before  they  arrived  in  England,  bnt  they  knew  how 
fearful  a  caUmity  the  cattie  plague  was,  and  it  was  a  matter  of 
great  moment  to  them  that  their  shores  should  be,  as  far  as 
possible,  Ruarded  from  it.  The  Privy  Council,  however, 
seemed  to  be  doinff  their  duty,  having  adopted  a  new  and 
strin^t  order  with  reference  to  the  matter  ;  and  while  so  &r 
as  this  oountiy  was  concerned  he  believed  there  was  no  cattle 
plague  within  it,  with  regard  to  other  diseases  it  might  be 
interesting  to  them  to  know  how  they  stood ;  and  he  had, 
therefore,  obtained  a  return  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  on  the 
subject  with  reference  to  pleuro-pnenmonia.  From  the  23rd 
of  July  to  the  present  time,  there  had  been  only  five  esses  in 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  viz.,  one  in  the  Stowmarket  district,  one 
at  Laxfield,  one  at  Bury,  one  at  Snape,  and  one  at  Fressing- 
fidd.  Witii  rqpurd  to  foot-and-mouth  disease,  he  was  sorry  to 
say  that  they  had  had  a  great  de^l  more  of  that,  during  the 
same  period,  there  having  been  in  all  29  cases.    The  greater 


part  of  them  came  from  the  Blything  Union^  four  from 
Becdes,  six  from  Hartismere,  three  from  Ipswich,  two  from 
Lackfoid,  one  from  Clare,  and  three  from  Lewestoft.  In  his 
neiffhbourhood  they  had  been  particularly  free  up  to  the  last 
week,  bnt  unfortunately  there  had  been  a  great  outbreak  in 
the  parish  of  Troston,  on  the  farm  of  a  irentieman  who  had 
just  taken  to  fanning  very  considerably.  They  were  probably 
aware  of  the  course  taken  by  the  Pnvy  Council  and  by  the 
authorities  of  the  country  with  reference  to  this  disease.  Last 
year,  tiiey  woidd  remember  the  Privy  Council  issued  an  order 
direcDiig  that  this  disease  should  be  placed  in  the  same  category 
ai  cattle  plague  and  the  more  serious  diseases,  and  the  cases 
should  be  inspected  and  reported  on  by  a  veterinary  surgeon 
every  week.  Thqr  carried  out  the  instmctious  of  the  Govern- 
ment, but  at  the  same  time  memorialised  them  to  the  effect 
that  they  were  putting  the  county  to  a  great  and  needless  ex- 
pense, because  a  veterinary  surgeon  oould  not  be  expected  to 
inspect  a  case  without  being  paid  for  it  No  notice  was  taken 
of  Uie  memorial  beyond  the  usual  acknowledgment,  and  when 
they  found  that  nothing  could  be  got  out  of  the  Government 
they  took  the  matter  into  their  own  hands,  and  decided  that 
the  verterinaiy  surgeons  should  not  be  inspectors  with  regard 
to  the  foot-and-mouth  disease,  but  that  the  police  should  report 
upon  it.  Thb  had  been  the  rule  since  that  time  hut  year,  and 
it  iras  the  rule  now.  It  was  working  very  satisfactorily,  the 
expenditure  being  very  much  reduced,  and  the  business  being 
carried  on  better  than  before.  But  in  this  matter  they  might 
do  a  very  great  deal  tiiemselves.  They  might  have  police  and 
inspectors,  but  if  any  individual  who  saw  a  gross  case  of  an 
Mmin*l  being  driven  along  the  thoroughfare  would  only  bring 
it  forward  they  might  save  themselves  to  a  great  extent.  With 
legud  to  the  Education  Act,  it  was  a  very  long  one,  and  he 
was  not  going  through  all  its  prorisions,  but  he  agreed  with 
Lord  Augustus  Hervqr  that  it  would  be  a  benefidal  measure, 
and  at  aU  events  it  was  a  better  one  than  he  exited  to  get. 
At  the  same  time  a  great  deal  of  power  was  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  Council,  and  of  oourw  they  would  act  as  through  Go- 
vernment Inspectors.  Now  he  knew  by  experience  what  they 
were.  He  hiLd  not  a  word  to  say  a({ainst  them,  but  if  a  man 
iras  sent  down  with  authority  to  inspect  he  was  like  other 
men — he  had  a  hobby,  and  he  rode  it  to  death.  He  thought 
it  was  right  that  every  parish  should  provide  school  accommo- 
dation, and  he  hoped  and  believed  it  would  be  laovided  with- 
out having  recourse  to  the  rates.    They  did  not  want  to  throw 
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any  more  bordeni  apon  them,  and  if  the?  had  to  go  to  the 
Tfties  they  maat  have  nndaiiommatioiial  teaching. 

WORCESTERSHIBE. 
At  the  Severn  Valley  Farmers*  Clob,  Mr.  Woodwakd  said 
he  was  sonr  he  oonld  not  in  reference  to  the  landed  interests 
of  the  neighboorhood  congratulate  them  upon  the  snocessfiil 
result  of  their  labours  daring  the  past  two  years.  They  had 
lost  their  hay  crop— he  should  rather  say  Uiey  never  had 
on»— this  year.  The  swede  turnips  had  saffered  to  a  very 
large  extent,  and  their  common  turnips  were  a  total  failore. 
For  want  of  the  necessary  moisture  he  feared  the  com  crops 
were  not  at  all  satisfactory  in  this  neighbourhood,  although  in 
some  parts  of  England  they  were  reported  as  being  very  good. 
It  was  generally  believed  that  the  wheat  crops  in  the  £astem 
Counties,  more  particularly  in  the  fens  of  Lincolnshire,  in 
Suffolk,  in  Cambridgeshire,  and  in  other  Urge  corn-producing 
counties,  had  been  very  good  indeed.  He  knew  of  cases 
where  as  much  as  eight  quarters  to  the  acre  had  been  produof^ 
in  several  of  those  counties,  and  they  would  hardly  credit  him 
when  he  referred  to  this  neighbourhood  and  said  he  did  not 
think  the  avenge  was  twenty-four  or  twenty-four  and  three- 
quarter  bushels  per  acre.  In  addition  to  this,  they  had  to  bear 
wiUi  the  low  prices  consequent  upon  excessive  foreign  impor- 
tation. While  he  believed  twen^  bushels  per  acre  had  been 
a  common  crop  in  the  Midlands,  ne  was  qute  sure  the  price 
obtained  from  the  consumers  was  not  only  unremunerative, 
but  attended  with  great  loss  to  the  grower.  At  the  meeting 
of  the  dub  at  Alveley  la^t  year,  he  took  the  opportunity  (3 
recommending  that  more  attention  be  paid  to  the  cultivation 
of  barley.  He  was  desirous  now  of  reiterating  the  opinion 
he  then  gave,  that  too  little  attention  was  paid  to  the  selection 
of  seed  for  barley  and  to  its  cultivation  in  general.  They  had 
at  the  present  moment  a  good  demand  for  barley  at  hiffh 
prices,  40s.  per  quarter,  while  they  had  to  submit  to  44a.  for 
very  fine  wheat  produced  in  the  present  season.  As  much 
wheat  was  imported  as  they  oould  possiblv  consume,  and  they 
should  not,  as  they  had  done,  make  the  cultivation  of  wheat  a 
leading  feature  in  the  neighbourhood.  He  believed  they  could 
not  produce  wheat  crops  at  44«.  per  quarter :  they  lost  by  it ; 
but  they  could  srow,  he  was  persuaded,  barley  at  Sds.  and  408. 
per  quarter  with  a  profit.  It  was  a  mistake  to  suppose  that, 
because  thev  had  stiff  hmd  in  this  localitv,  good  samples  of 
barley  oounld  not  be  produced.  Good  seed  and  early  sowing 
were  necessary. 

DEVONSHIRE. 
At  Newton,  Canon  Gudlxstonz  said  there  were  a  great 
many  questions  eonnected  with  agrieultnre  in  which  tiiey 
eould  not  but  feel  the  deepest  possible  interest,  and  hope,  for 
the  good  and  welfare  of  the  people,  that  they  might  be  speedily 
and  wisely  decided.  lUie,  for  instance,  such  questions  as  the 
alteration  of  the  law  of  entail,  security  to  the  tenants  for  that 
which  they  put  in  their  land,  the  question  of  game,  and  tiien 
of  county  expenditure ;  and  no  one  couU  but  be  struck  with 
the  extraordinary  fact  that  the  expenditure  made  for  the 
good  of  all  classes  should  be  almost  entirely  borne  by 
one  class.  Take  the  Ereneral  incidence  of  load 
taxation,  and  thev  could  not  but  be  struck  with 
the  neat  anomaly  that,  while  one  chws  of  property  was 
wholly  exempt,  another  dass  had  to  bear  the  whole  burden  by 
itself.  Now,  these  were  questions  in  which  the  dergy  were 
all  deepiv  interested,  as  wdl  as  the  agriculturists;  and  he 
heartily  hoped  that  before  long  these  questions  would  be 
wisdy,  properlv,  and  amicably  settled,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
parties.  On  all  these  questions  there  was,  no  doubt,  a  wide- 
spread difference  of  opinion.  When  he  looked  at  their  prize-lift 
and  saw  the  various  ol^ects  for  which  prizes  wereofliered,he  could 
not  but  think  that  they  were  doing  a  work  which  very  greatly 
conduced  to  the  welfare  of  the  age  and  of  the  three  twists  of  the 
agricultural  cord.  He  oould  not  on  an  occasion  like  this 
travd  over  the  whole  of  the  programme ;  but  he  would  direct 
their  attention  to  one  item— a  prize  for  the  labourer  with 
good  testimonials  who  had  brought  up  the  Urgest  family  with- 
out parochial  relief,  and  whose  youngest  child  was  not  lees 
than  seven  years  of  a^.  He  did  not  particnlarly  see  why 
they  should  give  particular  encouragement  to  the  growth 
of  Urge  families  among  the  agricultnraThbourers.  His  expe- 
rience was  that  these  fittle  ohve-branches  were  likely  to  crop 
up  quite  as  often  as  they  were  expected,  perhaps  oftener  than 


they  were  wanted.  Bui  in  giving  the  prize  ihej  had  acknov- 
ladged  two  very  importaat  prineipiea,  is  both  of  whiek  he 
folW  ooBcumd.  One  was  that  then  was  no  qaality  ia  the 
amcQltwal  lahouor  which  thej  dioold  man  cBeoofase  thn 
sdf-reliaBoe  and  independenoe ;  the  other  waa  that  at  the  not 
of  that  striking  abaence  of  the  spirit  of  self-nlianee  was  the 
present  admimstiwkion  of  the  Fbor-law.  They  had  admittri 
these  two  fiusls.  They  oonU  not  shut  their  eyca  to  thii»  that 
if  there  was  one  thing  that  more  than  another  eondBodl  to 
the  misery  among  the  khoorers  of  this  conntiT  it  was  tin 
thorough  want  of  self-relianoe.  As  a  general  niie  they  never 
looked  to  any  fvtnre  at  all  except  the  Poor-law.  Then 
was  no  forethought  or  preparation  among  them  lor  dd  sge, 
and  he  bdieved  this  woud  be  the  oondnsion  eome  to  by  nearfy 
all  thoee  in  the  conntry  who  were  ezperienoed  in  the  matter. 
Now  the  Poor-law  was  never  intended  to  brin^  about  this  state 
of  things,  but  simply  to  snneieede  the  operataon  of  those  leh- 
(Hons  honsea  which  were  doeed  at  ^e  tine  of  the  Beibnas- 
tion;  the  use  of  these  houses  were  to  help  the  poor  and  ftiead- 
leas^not  the  profligate  and  abandoned— who  notfram  unr 
fault  of  their  own  had  been  redneed  to  a  state  requiring  aid. 
In  Sootknd  the  Poor-law  had  not  been  in  operation  moretfaaa 
26  years,  yet  even  the  Seoteh  were  beginning  to  fed  that  iti 
mtrodoetion-— aeoording  to  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Chahaers^ 
was  the  means  of  sapping  the  fedinv  of  sdf-relianoe  and  iade- 
pendenee  of  their  laoonrers.  The  cnairmaB  of  the  £dinbsisii 
Board  of  Onardians  had  also  borne  teatimony  to  its  dmnen- 
ting  influence.  These  opinions  led  him  to  belicTe  net  the 
Poor-kw  there  was  leading  to  the  same  nriaeiy  and  ineraM 
of  pauperism  as  in  £n(^d.  He  believed  the  people  of  Scot- 
land were  looking  forward  to  soon  aboUslung  the  Foor- 
Law  so  fiur  as  ont-door  relief  was  oonoemed.  Now  in  Sngiai 
to  abolish  the  Poor  Law  at  onoe  would  be  a  aoeid  re?dutioa. 
But  if  they  could  not  abolish  it  they  should  endeavour  to  im- 
prove its  administration,  and  he  bdieved  that  there  was  nothisg 
which  oould  be  done  that  would  tend  ao  much  to  the  adraatags 
to  all  the  twists  of  the  agricultural  eord'-4andowner,  oeeapier, 
%nd  biboureT'— as  a  more  careful  and  iudieiims  adniniatntioa 
of  the  relief  of  the  poor.  Some  people  said  that  it  wosU  be 
emd  to  refuse  relief  except  in  ncknesa,  but  so  fiur  fran  iti 
being  a  cruel  thing  he  thought  they  could  eonfbr  no  booa 
so  mat  on  the  agricultural  labourer  as  to  enoonrage  sad  iti- 
mulate  him  to  more  sdfrdiance  and  independence.  InpnHwr- 
tion  as  the  labourer  was  advanced,  improved,  and  edneoted,in 
that  same  proportion  would  the  whole  agrieoltaid  iatere^ 
be  improved  and  benefited  likewise.  He  waa  wdl  aware  tlttt 
he  was  speaking  in  a  union  where  perfai^  the  PoerLavm 
better  administered  than  in  any  other  union  in  the  eoaa^. 
By  the  kindness  and  hospitali^  of  aoma  of  the  Nevtsa 
guardians  he  waa  privileged  to  nt  the  whole  moniBg  in  tiie 
board  room  and  listen  to  the  manner  in  whidi  th^  ooMvetd 
the  business  of  nlief  and  wateh  the  eare  with  which  they  ca- 
tered into  eveiy  case,  and  he  was  not  surprised  to  find,  oa  le- 
ferringto  the  statistics  of  the  Poor  Law  Board,  ianedafev 
months  ago,  that  in  the  administration  of  relief  to  the  poor  tlui 
union  stood,  if  not  first,  at  least  second  in  the  whole  eosn^. 

Mr.  H.  Ca&twbioht  thou^t  the  magiatiates  dcser?d 
all  the  honour  they  leodved,  masmudi  as  they  were  en- 
stantly  empbyed  in  the  public  servioe  without  fee  or 
reward,  and  as  a  body  they  strived  fhithfUly  and  impaitiallj 
to  do  their  duty.  It  had  been  sUted  that  it  wodd  be  desinUi 
to  have  paid  magistrates.  For  himadf  he  qnite  eoncarrrf  n 
the  desirability  of  this  as  fiu-  as  large  towns  were  coaeeiiid, 
but  he  protested  against  a  paid  magiatraegr  for  rurd  popab- 
tions  inaamueh  as  the  present  cooulgf  magistntes  were  aeos* 
rall^  the  friends  and  adviaers  of  all  who  diose  to  eome  to  M; 
their  work  waa  not  simply  sitting  on  the  Bench  and  adinni- 
tering  the  law;  but  a  stqpendiary  magirtiate  woaU  pn 
them  the  bare  dry  law  and  notlung  dse.  Oae  of  tae 
most  desirable  as  well  as  infiuentid  and  powerfol  bodies 
of  men  in  this  country  was  the  county  au^i^n^* 
They  must  remember,  too,  that  it  was  most  desirame  to  ue 
ratepayers  that  the  present  system  should  be  maintaiaed,  be- 
cause if  they  had  paid  magistratee  then  there  wodd  be  aa  id- 
crease  of  these  burdens  which  at  present  existed. 

Earl  Devon  said  the  lesridation  of  the  laat  thir^  or  W7 
years  had  tended  towards  the  bringing  of  diflbreBtettfla  nw 
mors  harmonious  oo-operatlon,  and  he  r^ced  to  kaowttp 
in  the  main  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  in  that  nip» 
had  been  cordially  wdcomed  by  the  various  chases  «f  the  eoa- 
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mimiiy,  and  earned  into  praetical  and  taooenfol  resalts.  Fint, 
thej  lud  the  Foor-lair,  which  brought  the  ocenpying  fiurmer 
and  the  landowner  into  haimonions  worldng ;  then  thej  had 
the  highwaj  boards  estaUuhed,  and  now  thqr  had  the  ]a#  on 
Sdncafck»,  to  whieh  hewaa  ^ad  to  bear  ub  testimony,  be- 
liering  it  wonld  be  fraught  with  benefit  to  the  commnnity  at 
lajge  if  carried  oat  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  introdneed. 
nien  in  the  next  session  the  benefits  of  this  dais  oo-operation 
would  be  further  seenred  by  the  adoption  of  tiie  County 
Fmnndal  Boards. 

Mr.  SowTKN  (Ipplepen)  said  all  knew  that  in  this  oonntrr  a 
tenant  was  subject  to  a  six  months'  notice  to  quit,  and  tnis 
he  thoDgfat  was  a  shame ;  and  there  was  no  doubt  much  truth 
in  the  saying  that  such  a  power  being  in  existence  did  not 
enounge  a  yearly  tenant  firmer  to  lay  out  much  money  in  his 
land,  because,  after  he  had  invested  it  he  could  not  tell  for  cer- 
tain that  he  would  get  anything  out  of  it.  There  were,  no 
doubt^  some  good  landlord ;  but  land  might  change  owners, 
and  a  dispute  might  arise,  because,  perhap,  a  tenant  laid  tIo- 
rent  hands  on  those  peculiar  animals  called  rabbits.  And  if 
landlords  and  tenants  could  not  agree,  then  they  should  part ; 
but  if  a  tenant  had  six  months'  notice,  he  went  out  without  any 
real  daim  for  the  property  he  had  in  the  estate.  Now  that 
was  not  the  sort  of  thing  that  ought  to  exist  in  this  country. 
Th^  all  had  the  wel&ie  of  this  country  at  heart,  and  they 
ought  to  strive  to  make  the  land  produce  all  they  could,  and 
know  that  if  they  had  to  leave  a  fkrm  they  would  have  justice 
done  to  them  and  receive  their  ri§[ht.  Looking  at  the  other 
aide  of  the  question,  a  man  now,  if  he  felt  he  was  not  treated 
well  and  made  up  his  mind  to  leave  the  farm,  might  do  the 
greatest  possible  injury  to  it.  He  could  take  everything  out 
of  the  ground,  sell  anything  off  the  farm,  andlraveit  in  such 
a  state  that  the  succeeding  tenant  would  not  for  years  be  able 
to  make  it  produce  that  which  be  had  a  reasonable  right  to  ex- 
pect. He  did  not  care  about  Tenant  Eight,  but  what  he 
wanted  was  justice  between  hndlord  and  tenant.  If  there  was 
a  law  passed  securing  fair  dealings  between  landlord  and 
tenant,  both  on  entering  and  leaving  an  estate,  it  would  not  be 
only  to  the  advantage  of  the  parties  immediately  concerned, 
but  it  would  also  be  better  for  the  whole  community  atl  arge. 
It  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  all  cLisses  if  a  bill  was  nassed  in 
the  House  of  Parliament  for  "justice  between  landlord  and 
tenant." 

At  Halberton,  Colonel  Aclaud,  M.P.,  would  not  speak  to 
them  to-night  on  leases  and  Tenant-Bight,  because  he  believed 
most  of  them  knew  what  he  thought  on  one  of  those  subjects, 
and  what  was  going  on  lately  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  b 
another  country  had  set  a  g^od  many  men  thinking  on  the 
position  of  tenant-farmers  in  England.  Indications  were 
cropping  up  that  some  men  who  were  not  in  a  very  comfort- 
able position  did  not  sit  quietly  under  it,  and  that  they  didn't 
intend  to.  He  was  not  going  to  flatter  them,  and  he  was  not 
quite  sure  that  they  would  be  pleased  with  what  he  wonld  say. 
He  was  sure  that  most  of  them  who  knew  anythiuR  about 
him  knew  thai  it  had  been  an  old  stoiy  with  him  ror  more 
thin  a  quarter  of  a  century  that  there  should  be  security  of 
capital  to  the  &rmer.  It  was  a  very  difficult  question,  and  he 
would  tell  them  that  the  first  condition  of  a  satisfactory  set- 
tlement  depended  on  the  public  opinion  of  the  farmers  them- 
selves at  the  markets  and  at  their  tables.  He  would  tell  them 
whv  he  said  that.  He  was  an  Ecclesiastical  Commissioner— 
ana  he  wished  it  to  be  distinctlv  understood  that  there  was  no 
fee  or  emolument  attached  to  that  office— and  he  had  occasion 
last  year  to  travel  overland  on  the  north  coast  of  ikigland, 
going  over  farms  from  fifty  to  two  thousand  acres.  He  saw 
a  good  manv  farmers  in  Lincolnshire,  and  he  asked  them  how 
they  carried  on  with  such  wonderful  success  their  system  of 
going  in  and  out  of  farms  when  there  was  such  difficulty  in 
the  matter  in  other  parts  of  England  P  The  answer  was  that 
they  had  had  their  plan  in  operation  a  good  many  years,  and 
they  got  good  fivmers  by  a  system  of  honest  valuation.  So 
vital  to  them  was  it,  they  said,  that  if  they  found  any  man 
acting  any  other  than  straightforward  in  the  matter  either 
against  the  &rmer  or  landlord,  his  character  would  be  blasted 
throogh  all  the  county,  and  he  never  would  be  employed 
again* 

DOBSETSHIBE. 

At  Wareham,  Hr.  Jomr  Plotxb,  M.P.,  said:  With 
regard  to  this  new  Sdaoation  Bill,  I  tmat  yon  will  agree  with 


me  in  endeavouring  to  cany  it  out,  and  to  promote  its  being 
earned  out  upon  the  old  lines.  Dorsetshire,  happilv,  holds  a 
plaoe  inferior  to  hardly  any  county  of  England  in  the  educa- 
tion it  has  ahready  provided  for  its  poor  peopl^  and  I  should  be 
sony  indeed  to  see  that  education  seriously  interfered  with. 
I  have  no  love,  no  taste,  for  undue  interference  by  the  Go- 
vernment. I  believe  we  know  pretty  well  our  own 
business,  or  we  ought  to  do  so.  That  our  present  system  of 
education  might  be  improved  and  extended  were  is  no  doubt 
but  I  believe  we  should  do  very  wrong  if  we  larnly  departed 
from  thesvstem  which  has  been  hitherto  pursued.  I  believe 
that  the  old  education,  the  old  teaehinj^,  which  led  us  to  know 
our  dttty  to  God  and  our  duty  to  our  naghbour  is  a  part,  and  i 
most  important  part,  of  the  eiucation  for  the  poor  man,  and  I 
will  say  for  the  rich  man  also.  I  would  therefore 
hope  that  in  this  eovnty  we  shall  exert  ourselves,  as  my  good 
friend  on  my  left  has  said,  to  improve  our  existing  schools  and 
to  carry  them  on  effioientiy,  so  mat  we  may  have  as  littie  in- 
terforenoe  as  possible  from  tiie  Government  and  the  authorities 
connected  witn  the  oentral  power.  Then  is  one  other  matter, 
and  only  one,  upon  which  I  will  speak  with  regard  to  education. 
My  friend  Mr.  Bond  has  alladed  to  the  age  at  which  it  is 
intended  in  some  parts  that  children  shall  be  obliged  to  go  to 
school  District  boards  are  armed  with  what  are  called 
**  compulsory  powers.**  Now  I  am  no  lover  of  compulsion, 
I  like  too  freedom  which  an  Englishman  always 
regards  as  his  best  birthright ;  and,  if  I  like  it  for  myself,  I 
ontainly  wonld  not  desire  to  take  it  away  from  othen. 
It  may  be,  and  it  is,  most  important  that  all  children 
up  to  a  certain  time  in  their  lives  shall  receive  such  instruction 
as  can  be  provided  for  them.  But  I  would  rather  this  were 
done  by  the  good  influence  of  those  to  whom  the  parents  look 
up  for  ^idanoe  and  direction.  I  wonld  rather  this  were  done 
by  the  influence  brought  to  bear  upon  them  by  those  amongst 
whom  they  live — ^the  employers  of  Ubour,  the  landowners, 
the  dersymen,  tradesmen,  and  gentlemen  living  in  the  towns 
and  in  St  country.  I  would  rather  that  it  should  be  done 
by  their  influence  than  by  anv  l^slative  provisions,  for  I 
think  it  would  be  a  most  painful  ihms  to  a  magistrate  or  any- 
one who  has  the  duty  of  putting  the  laws  in  force  to  do  so 
a^nst  a  poor  man,  and  to  put  a  penalty  upon  him — to  rob 
him,  as  it  were,  of  some  portion  of  nis  hard-earned  income,  or 
to  commit  him  to  prison,  for  not  sending  his  children  to 
school.  I  consider  this  would  be  a  most  painful 
thing  to  any  magistnte,  and  I  hone  it  will  never  become  our 
duty  to  put  such  Uws  in  force.  But  the  only  wav  in  which 
we  can  M  saved  from  such  a  duty  will  be  by  the  influence  exer- 
cised by  you,  the  employers  of  labour,  by  ourselves,  the  owners 
of  property,  and  by  the  clergy  and  others  amongst  whom  the 
kit  of  the  poor  is  east,  and  to  whom  thev  look  for  counsel  and 
direction  in  this  matter.  It  can  only  be  done  by  inducing 
parents  to  send  their  children  to  school  till  they  are  ten  years 
of  age,  which  is  affreed  upon  as  a  very  reasonable  time  up  to 
which  they  may  be  sent  to  school,  and  by  exereising  that  in- 
fluence by  making  them  take  a  part  in  and  derive  the  conse- 
Juent  benefltfrom  this  great  measure  of  Government  education, 
think  politics  may  be  discussed  at  meetings  of  this  kind,  in 
such  a  way  as  to  give  offence  to  no  man.  Politics  are  the 
business  of  county  members,  and  politics  are  also  the  life  and 
spirit^  of  all  English  society.  It  will  be  a  wretched  day  for 
this  country  when  men  cease  to  take  an  bterest  in  politics. 

AtMelphdsh,theHon.W.H.  B.  Poktman,  M.P.,  said: 
With  regard  to  the  Education  Act,  he  had  supported  the 
principle  throughout  that  religious  teaching  was  not  to  be 
xept  out  of  our  schools,  but  he  had  heard  since  that  many  op- 
ponents of  the  Bill  considered  it  to  be  a  much  better  measure 
than  they  expected  it  to  be.  There  was  one  clause  in  the  BiU 
whieh  he  considered  was  of  very  great  importance,  as  well  as 
highly  dednble.  It  prorided  that  in  the  future  no  children 
should  be  to  put  work  in  the  fields  before  the  age  of  ten.  It 
was  a  very  satisfrustory  arrangement ;  it  was  one  which  ha 
always  upheld ;  and  had  publicly  advocated  its  adoption.  There 
oouldbe  no  doubt  that  the  son  of  a  labourer  might  get  a  sufil- 
dent  amount  of  education  before  he  was  ten  years  of  age, 
which  would  serve  as  the  foundation  of  better  things  in  after 
life,  as  he  had  tiie  opportunity  of  improving  himseli  at  night- 
schools,  and  making  himself  more  intelligent.  But  there  waa 
so  much  difference  of  oninion  as  to  the  ase  at  which  boya 
should  go  to  work,  that  it  waa  really  verv  difficult  to  settie  the 
point    He  happened  to  mention  to  a  friend  of  his,  who  was 
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ou  of  the  memben  of  the  Eait  Riding  of  Yorlnhin,  that  ten 
■hoold  be  the  mioimnm  age.  Bat  that  gentleman  leemed 
■orpriaed,  and  laid,  **  In  the  Eagt  Bidioc  no  boT  erer  goes 
before  thirteen,  and  generally  not  before  fourteen.^'  In  legis- 
lating npon  the  matter,  therefore,  there  had  been  a  good  deal  of 
dil&cnltj  ;  it  was  necessary  to  consider  the  habits  of  the  people 
in  diiferent  districts.  There  were  one  or  two  other  questions 
npon  whieh  he  desired  to  say  a  few  words,  for,  on  occasions 
like  that  the  members  mnst  be  exeosed  for  talking  a  little 
**  shop."  First  there  was  the  gnn  tax.  He  did  not  know 
whether  they  really  nnderstood  it.  At  this  end  of  the  ooonty 
it  was  not  perfiseUy  nnderstood,  and  he  had  had  the  pleasure 
of  explaining  it  to  sereral  persons.  It  was  supposed  that  if 
any  one  took  ont  a  licence  for  his  man,  and  they  quarrelled,  a 
new  licence  would  be  reauired  for  the  new  serrant.  Thus 
two  or  three  licences  would  be  obtained  within  the  year  if  a 
suitable  serrant  was  not  secured.  But  this  was  not  the  case. 
The  licence  serred  for  the  year,  and  they  might  change  their 
man  erery  month  if  he  did  not  suit. 

GLOUCESTEBSHIRE. 
At  Hifphnam,  Sir  Michazl  Bejich,  M.P.,  said :  The  agri- 
cultural interest  has  in  this  country  to  contend  agunst  many 
difficulties:    not   the    least    of    these   is  the  difference  in 
weather  and  climate  between  this  and  other  more  fayoured 
countries  of  the  world.    I  haye  travelled  lately  a  good  deal, 
and  I  have  seen  in  Spain,  for  instance.  lariKe  tracts  of  land 
whereon  with  the  merest  scratching  of  the  soil  splendid  crops 
of  wheat  can  be  produced  year  after  year  almost  indefiniteqr, 
and  this  simply  becanse  the  heat  of  the  sun  and  the  climate 
generally  are  so  much  more  genial  than  in  £ugland  that  the 
place  may  properly  be  called  a   wheat-producing  countiy. 
Then,  again,  not  long  ago  I  visited  a  stiU  larger  wheat-pro- 
ducing country — ^those  enormous  plains  and  prairies  of  America 
which  enable  the  inhabitants  there  to  compete  on  such  unequal 
terms  with  us  in  England.    Their  soil  is  inexhaustible  because 
the  extent  of  it  is  inexhaustible.    When  the  &rmer  has  used 
up  one  piece  of  land,  all  he  has  to  do  is  to  change  his  location 
and  go  to  another :  he  has  no  trouble  about  manure,  and  need 
go  to  very  little  expense.    Then,  again,  in  California,  I  saw 
enormous  tracts  producing  perhaps  we  finest  crops  of  wheat  in 
the  world ;  and  the  farmers  there  had  the  extra  advantage 
that  they  had  an  ample  length  of  fine  weather,  and  no  rain  at 
the  time  of  harvest,  so  that  they  were  put  to  no  expense  either 
in  gathering  in  crops  or  in  providing  halls  or  granaries  wherein 
to  store  them :  they  simply  thrashed  out  the  corn  upon  the 
ground  and  exported  it  at  once.    I  mention  these  matters  to 
show  that  we  in  England  have  rather  a  hard  battle  to  fight 
against  other  countries  in  producing  grain,  though,  fortunately, 
there  are  a  pluck  and  an  energy  in  Englishmen — and  nowhere 
more  manifest  than  amoung  our  English  farmers— which  go  far 
to  conquer  these  obstacles  of  climate,  and  somehow  or  other 
enable  us,  by  the  application  of  skill  and  capital  to  the  task, 
to  obtain  nearly  all  that  it  is  possible  to  produce.    That  is  one 
of  the  advantages  connected  with  these  societies  in  encouraging 
the  best  manner  of  cultivating  soil  as  regards  pbughing.    But 
there  is  another  and  not  a  less  important  advantage,  and  that 
is  the  way  in  which  th^  bring  us  together  for  pleasant  social 
meetings.    I  am  sure,  from  what  we  have  to  read  everyday 
as  to  the  horrors  and  miseries  of  the  present  war,  I  do  not 
want  to  say  anything  more  than  I  can  help  about  what  is  pass- 
ing on  the  Continent  at  present.    But  just  for  a  moment  look 
ai  the  effect  in  France  of  the  connection  between  the  agri- 
cultural interest  and  the  Slate.    If  you  had  in  France  suw  a 
gathering  as  this,  you  would  probably  have  found  it  under  the 
direct  patronage  of  Qovemment,  presided  over  probably  by  a 
Government  prefect.    If  there  had  been  present  an  independ- 
ent Liberal  member,  such  as  my  friend  Mr.  Price,  he  would 
have  been  sulgect  to  very  grave  suspicion  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  official,  and  would  probaoly  have  had  every  word 
he  utterd  taken  down,  not  by  the  reporters  of  the  oountnr 
papers,  but  by  the  police.    The  whob  system,  indeed,  is 
thoroughly  and  entirely  under  a  paternal  Government    Well, 
now,  we  m  England  manage  these  things  in  a  better  fashion, 
ud  have  done  so  for  many  years.    We  gather  together  on 
these  occasions ;  we  meet  probably  under  a  local  limdowner, 
who  is  a  man— I  don't  refer  to  present  company  in  particular 
—of  coufiderable  experience  and  ability  in  some  point  or 
oiher :  we  meet  the  principal  farmers  holding  varvine  extents 
ofUttid;  and,  in  fact,  such  a  gathering  eveiywhere  embraces 


differant  classes  collected  tocether  for  the  expressioa  aadeos. 
tinuanoe  of  friendahip  and  kindHneaa.  Now,  to  myaiai, 
thia  is  no  unimportant  matter  in  whal  I  hope  will  loat  eoa- 
tinue  a  distinguishing  principle  in  our  Ebgiish  syirtem:  Iomb 
the  principle  of  local  self-government,  xou  see  what  hai  hap- 
pened in  France.  Everything  there  was  dependent  npoa  i 
central  Government.  That  has  all  fallen  through  msw- 
ment,  and  you  have  nothing  left.  There  doesn't  sen  to  he 
any  single  set  of  persons  in  the  diflerent  districts  of  Ftsbbb 
who  are  recognised  as  the  natural  leaders  of  the  peopk,  to 
whom  everybody  looks  up,  and  in  whose  hands  in  snch  s  fm- 
ful  crisis  as  this  they  are  ready  to  plaoe  themselves.  Idn*| 
think  that  under  any  drcnmstanees  snch  a  state  of  tbingicosU 
poaaibly  happen  in  England.  Owing  to  our  priacipk  ofkieii 
aelf-govemment  we  are  used  to  act  together  in  concert,  i^ 
in  that  way  learn  independent  thought  and  action  ama^ 
themselves ;  thqr  learn  also  to  whom  tbej  can  safely  trartfar 
guidance  and  control  in  times  of  difficulty  and  dan^ ;  sod  if 
sometimes  those  questions  occur  which  introduce  a  little  dn- 
pute  and  unfortunate  feeling  among  men  who  meet  it  the 
Board  of  Guardians  or  elseiiherB,  yet  in  gatherings  like  the 
present  we  meet  together  as  friends,  hear  what  one  tnodier 
has  to  say,  see  one  another  in  our  best  and  kindeit  moBMst*- 
and  I  am  quite  sure  that  the  intercourse  gives  an  elcnestof 
friendship  to  our  connection  in  society  generally,  asd » 
of  very  great  importance  in  the  social  economy  of  flie  coastry. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Prici,  M.P.,  said :  I  have  just  retuned  from  i 
trip  of  the  same  character  through  the  fertile  plsiuof  the 
Danubian  Principalities  and  ebewhere,  in  dimeti  vhidi,  ^ 
should  imagine,  might  produce  com  enough  for  all  the  vnU; 
but  anything  more  oarbaroua  than  their  system  of  coltiTi&oB 
I  cannot  conceive.  The  great  undulating  plains  sie  coten 
with  wheat  and  grain  and  crops  of  diurent  kinds.  Tm 
Tartar  natives  once  a  year  plough  up  the  land  with  five  piin 
of  oxen  drawing  a  little  wooden  plough,  exactly  the  isu  is 
that  used  in  the  Boman  Aepublic,  two  thousand  jein  i^; 
upon  that,  in  the  spring-time,  they  sow  broadcoast  the  what 
or  maixe  or  other  grain.  When  harvest  comes  thev  cat  vbeit 
and  filth  together.  As  soon  as  it  is  eutitisUuova  uto 
heaps,  as  we  put  hay  together,  and  made  into  ridn  at  ostc 
When  they  oome  to  thrash  it^  it  is  thrown  upon  esithea  loan 
and  rimply  trodden  into  chaff  by  pairs  of  oxen  drives  onr  it, 
and  then  it  is  expoMd  to  the  wind,  so  that  the  hghterpsrtidiBi 
may  pass  away  whilst  tiie  heavier  remain  behind,  whsttu 
produce  of  theae  conntrira  might  be  if  only  thevhadsdilM 
aystem  of  cultivation  it  is  impossible  to  say,  nut  I  ca't  hdp 
supposing  that  it  might  be  at  the  leaat  four  or  five  t>n^  5^ 
it  ia.  In  aome  parte  of  the  country  the  nativea  are  no  dout 
alive  to  the  evil  of  thia  condition  of  things.  I  mv  a  tM 
banks  of  the  Danube  in  many  pUces  steam-thrashing  "uehuM 
bearing,  I  think,  the  names  of  Qajion  and  Shntthtwtt» 
snd  in  some  places  I  saw  ploughs  whieh  had  eridently  beo 
imported.  But  on  the  Turkish  side  of  the  river  that  oondibn 
of  things  does  not  at  all  prevail.  There  they  seem  to  » 
their  faces  altogether  against  any  possible  kind  of  "Dprnv* 
ment,  and  they  aeem  also  more  barbarous  in  their  sMtbodoi 
cultivation ;  for  when  the  com  is  cut  the  frrmer  csn't  oitt  it 
away  until  the  Government  has  taken  its  tithe  of  it  He  kii 
to  wait  until  the  Turkish  functionary  can  come  at  his  ieou* 
and  Uke  out  every  tenth  stock  to  add  to  the  Oofcruieit 
revenue.  The  consequence  of  this  state  of  matten  ii  tbiti 
have  passed  by  miles  of  maixe  and  hwAtj  and  wheat  viua 
have  been  reduced  to  an  absolutely  worthless  eonditioB  b;  tfee 
bad  weather  to  which  it  has  been  exposed  while  vaitiagv 
this  process  of  tithing.  I  have  no  doubt  that  our  svia»> 
thods  of  cultivation  were  originally  as  barbaroas  is  thoRk 
We  have  been  reacued  from  that  condition  of  fatten  psi^ 
by  the  instinctivs  enterprise  of  the  countiy,  psrtlf  07  P'^ 
laws  and  partiy  by  our  security  of  property.  Bat  it  eiia» 
be  doubted  that  within  the  last  twenty  yean  ^!^!S^ 
pro|pms  has  been  stimulated  very  much  by  the  actios  of  iK" 
societies  as  theae. 

Mr.  Halliwzll  :  There  is  a  question  which  Ithioi  b^ 
occur,  and  which  I  once  alluded  to  here.   The  1 
remaina  now  with  a  small  parfy,  but  I  believe  will  i 


importance— I  mean  the  question  of  the  compnlsoiy  dn^ 
of  land.  There  are  persons  endeavouring  to  csny  s  ■''^ 
of  that  description  at  some  time  or  other;  bat  thay  ff^^J?^ 
for  we  must  aU  be  satisfied  that  a  mcasare  of  thutden^ 
would  destroy  the  prosperity  of  British  agiicaltais.  1  *"^ 
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thai  the  tonant-farmen  of  Oraat  Britain  as  a  olaas  of  men 
are  the  first  in  the  vorld  in  agricultnral  pursuits.  When  ve 
look  at  their  capita) — in  the  aggregate  amount  not  much  less 
than  a  thoosand  millions  of  money,  of  which  some  individuls 
toesen  as  much  as  £20,000  or  £30,000— and  when  we  lee  what 
nss  been  accomplished  bv  the  tenant-farmers  in  this  country, 
they  certainly  do  proTC  themselTes  to  be  a  class  of  men  which 
no  other  countij  can  produce.  I  allude  to  Uus  matter  because 
in  the  oountij  in  which  war  is  now  proceeding  that  ^tem  of 
conipdsoiy  division  has  preTailed  for  two  or  three  generations, 
and  I  believe  that  its  present  prostrate  condition  ii  due  to  that 
fact.  If  they  had  had  in  France  such  a  class  of  men  as  our 
tenant-farmers  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  seen  such 
a  collapse  of  power  and  energy  and  means  of  self-defence  as 
we  have  witnessed  there.  A  measure  passed  during  tiie  Ust 
sestion  with  an  obgect  very  much  connected  with  tlie  interesta 
of  the  labourer  employed  oy  the  farmer  was  the  bill  for  the 
reform  of  the  beershops.  I  don*t  think  any  Act  ever  passed 
by  our  Legislature  has  done  so  much  mischief  to  the  com- 
munity as  the  old  beer-law.  That  law  has  now  been  reformed. 
The  matter  has  been  put  into  the  hands  of  the  magistrates, 
and  they  are  responsible  for  the  beneficial  exereiBe  of  their 
power ;  and  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me  that  if  they  do 
not  do  their  duty  by  abating  the  present  nuisance  thev  will  no 
longer  hold  that  confidenccof  the  country  which  tney  have 
hitterto  had.  X2jj,p 

At  Serenoaks,  Mr.  H.  B.  Mildmat,  the  Chairman,  feared 
that  the  period  since  they  last  met  together  had  been  one  of 
great  disappointment  to  the  farmers,  for  during  the  year,  or 
ntther  the  larger  portion  of  it,  the  yalne  of  com  (wheat  espe- 
cially) had  been  most  materially  lessened  by  the  large  imports 
placed  in  the  market  lor  sale.  They  all  knew  the  necessily  to 
this  Umd  of  the  cereals  they  derived  from  foreign  countries, 
but  unfortunately  at  tunes  the  supply  was  out  of  proportion  to 
the  current  demand,  and  the  wants  of  the  country,  and  those 
periods  and  the  influence  cansed  by  the  importations  were  not 
iQch  u  to  sfcrenffthen  their  hands.  The  summer,  with  its  long- 
oontbued  drought,  made  a  sensible  improvementi  and  the  out- 
bnak  of  the  war  nye  a  further  impetus  to  an  upvrard  tendounr 
m  prices,  but  such  large  purchases  were  made  frcnn  the  conti- 
noit  that  pricea  were  again  checked,  and  when  the  supplies 
from  France,  Germany,  and  the  BUck  Sea  were  eonsidmd,  it 
wu  ahnoit  impossible  to  say  what  the  future  prospects  would 
be,  but  when  other  crops  had  been  the  source  of  so  much  de- 
pretaon  he  waa  happy  to  think  that  hops  formed  some  excep- 
tion. ThOT  had  had  an  ahundant  yield,  and  quite  time  too,  he 
Uioo^ht ;  for  one  or  two  years  following  they  had  been  rattier 
defiaeat  in  thia  respect.  He  hoped  that  when  these  great 
*^ers  who  had  placed  their  parcels  in  the  market  had  elMred 
off  theqr  would  see  a  return  to  satisfactory  rates.  Durinflr  the 
pait  wmter  a  large  number  of  hbourers  had  been  out  of  em- 
ploy, and  he  had  witneised  with  much  interest  the  great  efforts 
msde  to  supply  them  with  work.  Even  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  hanrest  he  was  afraid  manv  of  them  were  in  want 
[to  the  completion  of  tne  two  railways  passing 


ofwork,_„_ 

thrpogh  the  district,  and' the  buildings  consequent  thereon^ 
wuch  had  afforded  a  great  deal  of  emplopunt,  but  these  con- 
MTuctions  having  been  fimshed,  the  agneultunl  requirements 
did  not  call  for  an  increaae  of  kbour,  which,  by  the  way,  was 
"Huier  economised  than  otherwise  bgr  the  use  of  steam  ma- 
chuery.  Some  fislt  and  expressed  a  desire  to  emigrate,  and  in 
^7  of  these  eases  it  might  seem  best  to  render  assistance, 
out  unfortunately  it  was  the  most  industrious,  and  generally 
thote  from  whom  they  were  the  least  vrilling  to  part,  who 
unred  to  seek  their  fortunes  across  the  water ;  and  he  could 
not  but  regret  that  when  they  were  willing  and  able  to  earn 
jhor  own  livelihood,  ther  oould  not  find  we  means  to  do  it, 
out  had  to  go  to  another  land.  The  time  was  fast  approadbing 
When  the  new  Education  Bill  would  come  into  operation.  HS 
^  not  aware  how  for  its  provisions  would  affect  this  part  of 
me  country,  but  he  preanmed  that  as  fhr  as  the  numDers  of 
■chools  were  concerned,  it  waa  TeryweU  supplied,  although  in 
■(n>o.ivpect>  the  buUding  might  not  have  acoommo£ition 
Boffiaoit,  according  to  the  number  of  the  population.  There- 
i^^n.  he  hoped  that  in  this  diocese  alterations  and  additions 
?f<"ud  be  effected  where  necessary,  and  that  they  would  con- 
unue  under  tiie  old  auspices.  Of  course  those  who  resided  in 
I^^**  outlying  parisnes  would  take  steps  to  ensure  sound 
^^emdentmanagementwhere  a  School  BiU  waa  found  to  be 
^^u«te,  and  see  that  the  children  in  their  employ  were  re- 


ceiving the  blessings  of  instruction,  thereby  obtaining  a  more 
intelligent  dass  of  men,  not  only  for  themselves,  but  for  those 
who  should  come  after  them. 

Lord  MAHOif  oould  not  understand  why  tliere  should  be 
such  a  deep-rooted  pngudice  in  favour  of  the  old  Kent  tumriae 
pbngh,  for  he  must  confiess  that  to  his  mind  the  iron  ploughs 
were  not  ouljr  equally  good,  but  an  iron  pbugh  drawn  oy  two 
horses  did  twice  as  much  work  as  a  wooden  one  drawn  by  four 
horses,  and  he  therefore  oould  not  understand  why  this  should 
continue  to  be  the  case.  They  considered  now  that  every- 
thing in  the  shape  of  time  was  money,  and  he  could  not  quite 
understand  how  to  account  for  the  foot  he  had  stated. 

At  Stonehill,  Mr.  J.  Alleh  said  the  question  of  local  taxa- 
tion was  at  the  present  moment  occupying  the  attention  of  the 
GoYemment,  and  giving  them  a  good  deal  of  trouble  and 
anxiety.  The  committee  upon  the  subject  had  iust  issued  their 
report,  and  he  must  say  it  was  the  most  ridiculous  report  ever 
issued.  It  was  putting  money  into  one  pocket  and  taking  it 
out  of  the  other.  They  sug^Mted  that  the  landlords  should 
pay  nart  and  the  tenant  part,  but  by  that  arrangement  no 
reliei  would  be  given,  for  they  knew  tne  Small  Tenement  Act 
prorided  that  the  landlord  should  pay  the  rates,  but  they  all 
came  out  of  the  tenant's  pocket. 

NOTTINGHAMSHIBE. 

At  Calrerton,  Mr.  Nixon,  the  Chairman,  said :  There  ap- 
q>peared  very  littie  for  fisrmers  to  congratulate  themselves  up- 
on for  the  past  year,  or  perhaps  for  the  last  three  years,  it 
might  be  said  that  in  1868  and  1870  they  had  some  good 
wheat  crops ;  but,  taking  the  produce  of  the  form  on  an  aver- 
age, he  thought  he  had  been  a  yery  fortunate  man  who  had 
held  hit  own* 

CABMAETHENSHIIIE. 

At  Llandovery,  Captain  Llotd,  the  rioe-presidentt  said  he 
had  been  many  years  in  the  country  and  paid  much  attention 
to  the  fanning  around  him ;  and  he  should  like  to  say  a  word 
on  the  question  of  turnips  tMnut  wheat  Every  tenant,  how- 
ever smidl  his  farm  might  be,  liked  to  cultiTate  a  crop  of  wheat ; 
but  the  vital  question  was  this,  which  would  be  the  most  pro- 
fitable to  the  tenant-fimner  the  growth  of  turnips  or  the 
growth  of  wheat  P  He  would  venture  to  reply  in  fovour  of 
turnips,  and  in  order  to  ^ve  practical  effect  to  his  views  he 
wonla  give  next  year  a  prase  of  £6  for  the  best  four  acres  of 
turnips.  They  all  knew  that  at  spring  fairs  higher  prices  could 
be  got  for  cattie  than  at  the  late  foirs.  W^  should  this  be 
the  case  P  Why  should  not  every  animal  get  his  belly  full 
through  the  whole  of  the  winter  P  The  fSut  was  that  cattle 
now  lost  fiesh  in  the  urinter  from  want  of  pnmer  sustenance, 
and  it  was  in  the  summer  that  they  were  tuned  out  to  get  fot. 
Ofoourseif  they  vrishedto  keep  the  cattle  in  condition  or  eren 
get  them  into  good  condition  it  must  cost  something.  Take  a 
number  of  young  cattle  into  a  fair  in  irinter ;  they  have  per- 
haps been  fed  on  turnips  and  straw.  They  so  into  the  fair  in 
good  condition,  and  the  foot  was  that  the  orovers  would  not 
look  at  the  others.  If  they  brought  a  number  of  cattle  into 
that  same  fair  fed  upon  hay,  the  chances  were  they  would  be 
very  thin  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  a  go<M  price  for 
them.  This  humid  climate  was  better  suited  for  turnips  than 
any  other  crop.  In  the  adjoining  county  of  Brecon  tne  very 
excellent  cattie  and  turnip  crops  constituted  the  very  staple  <» 
agriculture  in  that  county,  ao  doubt  there  waa  a  great  dis- 
inclination to  adopt  such  ideas  because  they  were  new ;  and  as 
he  had  previously  stated,  every  tenant-farmer  liked  to  grow  i 
wheat  crop.  Still  a  conviction  of  the  advantage  of  adopting 
the  ideas  he  bad  expressed  would  come  by  degrees.  It  was  his 
firm  belief  thata  good  crop  of  turnips  was  the  very  fbnndation 
of  fanning. 

SCOTLAND. 

At  Kilmarnock,  Mn  Hbwitt,  of  London,  one  of  the  iud^ 
said  he  could  spo^  of  the  cheese  with  very  great  satisfoetiop, 
as  they  were  fit  to  compete  with  any  cheese  manufhctored  in 
the  empire.  The  lots  shown  irere  in  the  best  condition  ho 
had  ever  seen.  The  cheese  had  been  well  handled,  well  made, 
well  manufiutored,  and  the  quality  waa  as  good,  generally,  as 
oould  be  expected  from  such  a  season  as  last.  The  weraier 
had  been  un&Tourable  for  cheese-makinjf,  and  had  affected  the 
flavour  more  or  less,  and  also  the  colour.  He  saw  less  bad 
cheese  this  year  than  last»  but  there  were  not  so  many  pore 
good  coloured  cheese  this  year.  The  colour  of  the  cheese  waa 
not  so  dear  as  they  could  wish  it  to  be.    There  waa  nothing 
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in  the  show,  however,  which  thould  not  eiTe  the  AjModaiion 
enoonngement.  There  was  no  donht  toe  exhihiton  were 
capable  of  prodacing  the  best  qnalitj  of  cheese,  fit  to  obtain 
the  highest  price  in  the  market.  He  comptimented  the  Scotch 
fhrmers  on  the  state  of  the  country  of  which  he  had  obtained 
a  glimpse  firom  the  train,  and  oongratahted  them  on  their 
beautiM  pastures  and  ftUl  stackyards. 

Mr.  OsBOKira  noticed  the  &ct  the  makers  from  the  Sonth 
had  carried  off  many  of  the  best  prises.  This  should  not  be 
so,  as  Ayrshire  was  the  nursery  of  cheese-making.  The  cii^ 
cumstanoe  arose,  he  thought,  from  their  not  hanng  in  Ayr- 
shire such  good  houses  to  ripen  the  cheese,  and  he  beliered 
landlords  were  somewhat  to  blame  in  the  matter.  The  cheese 
were  only  halfmade  in  tiie  chessats,  and  unless  they  were 
properly  cared  for  in  the  houses  they  could  nerer  be  shown  as 
first-class  cheese.  Another  thing  he  thought  they  ought  to 
aim  at  was  to  make  all  their  cheese  more  regukr  in  shape  and 
size.  Eyery  stranger  must  hare  been  struck  with  the  dis- 
similaritv  of  the  cheese :  there  were  hardly  two  lots  like  each 
other:  they  had  them  of  all  shapes,  sices,  and  forms.  Ayr- 
shire fkrmers  did  not  seem  to  understand  how  much  it  Im- 
prored  the  cheese  to  hare  them  as  much  as  possible  of  one 
size.  This  had  always  been  a  fault  here,  whicn  did  not  pre- 
Tail  in  England  or  any  other  part  he  had  been.  They  brought 
oat  their  oieese  elsewhere  as  uniform  as  the  lots  of  butter. 
He  recommended  the  Society  to  get  the  makers  to  make  their 
cheese  more  of  one  shape. 

Mr.  LiNDSAT  said,  14  or  16  yean  ago,  when  he  attended 
the  first  or  second  show  of  the  Sode^,  cheese,  butter,  and 
roots  were  exhibited  in  the  hall  where  the  company  was  met. 
They  saw  the  size  of  the  exhibition  now ;  but  the  fact  to 
which  he  wished  to  draw  their  attention  was  that  in  the  small 
exhibition  to  which  he  had  referred  there  were  more  bad  lots 
of  butter  than  at  the  present  show.  He  did  not  say  that  the 
butter  exhibited  had  all  reached  perfection ;  there  certainly 
were  some  exceptional  lots,  but  the  proportion  of  objectionable 
butter  was  almost  invisible.  He  attributed  this  met  to  the 
fine  season.  There  was  evidence,  notwithstanding,  that  the 
greatest  possible  improvement  had  been  made.  In  curing 
butter,  he  advised  dairymen  to  preserve  as  much  of  the  origi- 
nal quality  of  the  firesh  butter  as  possible.  Th^  destroyed 
the  original  flavour  of  the  butter  1^  killing  it  with  salt.  It 
should  also  be  clean  and  firm.  A  oonsiderable  portion  of 
cured  butter  shown  had  been  spoiled  by  over-working.  These 
were  points  to  which  the  attention  of  makers  should  be 
directed. 

Mr.  Baikd,  the  chairman,  said :  The  Ayrshire  Agricultural 
Association  had  done  a  great  deal  of  good  to  propeity  in  Ayr- 
shire. It  has  no  doubt  enhanced  the  value  of  land.  I  believe, 
but  for  this  and  similar  Societies  improving  the  capabilities  of 
the  soil,  improving  the  implements  ror  its  cultivation,  for  the 
manipulation  of  dairy  produce,  and  improving  the  breed  of 
cattle  we  would  have  been  left  in  the  state  we  were  thirty 
years  ago  in  these  things,  and  rents  would  not  have  been  raised 
a  penny.  I  am  surprisol  that  all  that  has  been  done  has  been 
by  the  tenants,  the  proprietors  doing  comparatively  nothing. 
I  am  surprised  that  this  should  be  put  in  at  the  end  of  this 
toast  now,  because  I  do  not  think  the  proprietors  could  have 
fkiled  to  see  the  benefits  that  this  and  simimr  Societies  confer 
upon  them.  They  are  now  gettin|p  rents  they  never  would 
have  had  but  for  this  and  other  Societies.  Standing  here  be- 
tween the  member  for  South  Ayrshire  and  the  rrovost  of 
Kilmarnock,  I  may  be  excused  for  expressing  the  Radical 
sentiment,  ^at  property  has  its  duties  as  well  as  its  privileges. 
Thia  exhibition  has  shown  that  it  requires  all  the  ability  of 
our  Ayrshire  formers  to  keep  pace  witn  those  around  them. 
They  never  have  been  able  to  take  the  first  prizes  for  cheese. 
They  are  excellent  makers  of  cheese,  and  show  first-rate  pro- 
duce ;  but  the  first  prizes  always  go  away  to  Galloway.  I  hope 
you  will  bestir  younelves,  and  that  you  will  stir  up  your  pro- 
prietors. One  of  the  judges  has  remarked  that  ^on  have  not 
good  houses.  Yon  must  caU  upon  proprietors  to  give  you  better 
houses.  Don't  let  the  judges  say  the  cheese  are  only  half  made, 
or  spoiled  after  they  oame  out  of  the  ehessats.  If  yon  have 
not  nouses  then  yon  have  not  a  complete  steading,  and  are 
not  fit  to  manufacture  cheese.  I  have  been  rather  severe  on 
the  proprifltors,  and  tenants  require  a  little  admonition  too. 
There  are  a  great  many  of  them  I  see  go  to  the  town  on  the 
market  days  weddy  when  they  have  no  business.  They  geft 
out  their  gig  and  horse,  and  go  to  the  town,  and  stand  in  Uie 


market,  and  spend  money,  and  they  hare  not  a  pntids  of  te. 
sinesstodo.  Jfivery  week  there  Ihe^  go  to  the  market.  Nov, 
if  they  would  stop  at  home  and  look  after  tiieir  work,  isipt 
things  properly  done  there,  they  would  be  br  better  eoplajti 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Yniroir,  with  all  due  deferenoe  to  tke 
chairman,  thought  the  suceess  of  Galloway  daiiyBni  vu  sot 
altogether  due  to  the  want  of  cheese  houses,  as  he  ksevrf 
many  farms  where  there  were  excellent  houses  b  Amlmt 
It  was  hardly  possible  that  the  Undlords  could  do  sU  ttnt  vs 
expected  of  them,  and  farmers  knew  Huj  had  bad  binati 
recently,  and  rents  were  not  always  fortheoming.  Dices- 
houses,  besides,  were  Tcry  costly  parts  of  turn  \ 

Provost  GtTTHBiE,  Stranraer,  referring  to  the  chaOage  of 
£200  a-side  for  cheese,  given  by  the  Galloway  makers  to  tbs 
of  Cheshire,  said  the  former  wanted  to  bnng  their  vnisa 
before  tiie  public.  The  Cheshire  &rmers,  howeva,  hsd  ererf- 
thing  to  lose  and  nothing  to  gain,  and  they  dedhied  the  ehu- 
lenge.    One  gentleman  said  £200  was  too  small  a  am,  ad 

r>ke  of  £1,000  as  stake.  He  (Provost  Guthrie)  asked  hia 
he  was  enonowered  to  olbr  that,  but  he  immediatdj  backed 
out  of  ttie  aflnir. 

At  Paisley,  Mr.  Bruce,  the  Seeretair  of  the  Home  D^ 
partment,  said  he  regarded  an  absolute  abolition  of  the  pat- 
am  as  simply  impossible. 

At  Crietf,  Mr.  QnAKAM  said:  "To  the  entenriae  of  tk 
tenant-formen  of  Perthshire  we  owe,  along  with  the  otber 
branches  of  industry  of  the  oounty,  the  important  fact,  thsS 
the  county  of  Perth  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  Seothai 
Perthshire^  as  you  allknow,  is  eminently  an  agrieshmiaBd 
grazing  district  We  make  no  pretensions  to  tiie  smoal 
wealth  of  the  southern  coonties;  indeed  I  do  not  kaov  tbt 
any  effort  has  been  made  to  develop  the  minenl  VBaawn  of 
the  countr,  if  it  has  any,  with  the  eseeption  of  aa  stten^ 
made  by  the  Ute  Marquis  of  Breadalbane  to  work  akadaaae 
on  his  property  at  Anleonaig,  and  an  nnsoeeeasfid  atteapl, 
twenty-five  years  ago,  to  discover  ooal  at  LaJghdaon^cB  w 
Perth  estate.  Our  agricultural  and  onr  graiiagTeBOBna  ait 
the  true  foundation  of  the  wealth  and  grntneas  of  flie  eosatf, 
and  as  these  are  intmsted  to  the  tenant-ianiera,  thiy  aic 
entitled  to  a  just  measure  of  praise  for  the  positioD  Uuj  kaif 
enabled  us  to  take  as  a  county.  We  are  so  aineh  seeaitosKd 
every  day  to  see  around  us  marked  indications  of  fai^h^iia 
forming  and  of  successful  stock-breeding,  that  we  see  a|ittB 
take  it  for  granted  that  matters  were  alwm  in  thsi  ponos. 
But  when  yon  consider  what  the  state  of  agrioaltBie  in  tte 
county  was  130  years  ago,  you  will  at  onoe  see  the  eaoiM 
stride  that  has  been  made  in  the  direction  of  improfeDest  ia 
that  comparatively  small  space  in  a  nation's  histecy.  At  the 
time  of  the  **  *46,"  agriculture  was  at  a  disoonnt  inthecnatiT. 
A  broadsword  was  a  &r  more  venerable  oUeet  ii^  tfae^a 
our  aneestors  than  a  ploughshare ;  indeed,  every  speein  a 
industry  was  considered  fay  onr  Highland  neighboan  tote 
degrading.  The  Uw  of  the  countiT  at  that  time  vaa  a  W 
letter  north  of  the  Sma'  Glen  and  Spittal  of  Gksahee.  Ov 
neighbouring  dansmen  had  very  looea  notions  of  the  ligto  « 
property,  and  it  was  not  an  nncommon  thing  for  a  Cumt  « 
sto^-breeder  to  find  his  com  and  cattle  carried  off  ia  sushn 
time  by  people  who  certainly  had  not  sowed  ^  ens  or  nam 
the  other.  In  such  an  age  tiie  agricultural  dsvehMta 
the  country  was  out  of  the  question,  and  histoiy  seeot&i^ 
tells  us  that  districts  like  Perttishire,  lying  in  the  ssooth  of  tte 
HiffhUnda.  «««  a.  eomnanlive  vasfea.     little  BOn  eta  tvS 


Highlands,  were  a  comparative  waste,  little  aore  na  t 
cultivated  than  what  vras  necessary  for  the  ban  maiateaaaat 
of  the  inhabitants.  That,  indeed,  was  the  age  of  theatav 
breeham  and  the  wooden  plough.  Eortanaftely,  hattm,* 
better  day  was  in  store  for  Scotland.  The  extinctioaof  tte 
EebeUion,  and  the  passing  of  the  Heritable  Jurisdietin  M 
put  an  end  to  the  petty  sovereignty  of  danahip,  eedtew  » 
people  of  this  countiy  to  be  amenable  to  kw,  and  iamisi  w 
the  farmer  might  reap  in  safety  niUil  he  had  sowed.  Roaatiiat 
date  onvrards,  the  prosperitv  of  this  great  ooanty,  ia  sa  ag^ 
cultural  point  of  view,  has  been  continaoos,  and  ws  >^]|T 
of  having  a  larger  number  of  ealtivaton  of  the  sw,asn 
hrger  average  under  crop,  than  any  ooonty  in  SectiaaJ  «J 
Aberdeenahin.  AU  hononrto  the  tenant-formen  <if/Hv- 
ahire,  who  have  aooomplished  this  foot  gnnnBt^f,ss  I  "^ 
said,  our  agrienltue  was  barely  aoffideat  to  mamf  the  nj» 
diate  wants  of  the  inhabitants;  now,weare  aUaaflto^ 
serve  that  first  hiw  of  natere,  hnft  to  send  aondiei  to  tte0« 

ofpopolatfonofttAeoHtiy.   Jwiin,mim^» 
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eard  the  time-hoiionnd  remark,  particularly  prominent  at 
inriealtand  meetingi,  that  ereiy  man  ooght  to  be  oonndtred 
benefiacCor  to  lua  eountrj  who  hat  made  two  bladea  of  gam 
row  where  onlv  one  grew  before.  For  the  tenant-furmen  of 
^erthahire  I  eiaim  eTen  a  higher  feat  than  thai.  Tfaer  hare 
lade  many  bhdes  of  gian  grow  when  no  graae  graw  before, 
'aat  tract*  of  oodntrj,  which  had  been  in  tne  vndhrlded  poe- 
aaaioti  of  the  whin  and  broom  for  eeatoriet,  are  now  tmuing 
om-fieldBy  and  the  bog  and  moran  are  yielding  Inxiunant 
rope  of  taznipa  and  potatoes.  All  honour  to  the  men  who 
ATe  carried  out  aaeh  a  work.  The  snocesafol  agnenltoriit  ii, 
1  my  opiBion,  entitled  to  a  larger  meaanre  of  praiae  than  the 
onqaflroT  of  a  proriaoe.  Ihe  one  ia  marching  in  the  Tan  of 
iTitisatio&,  the  other  in  the  retrograde  movement  toward 
arbaziaiii. 

IRELAND. 
At  Piltown,  Lord  Bissbosouoh  said :  T  think  I  oo^ht  to 
polo^se  to  the  cows,  for  having  been  bo  inhospitable  in  not 
eceiving  them  inside  the  park-walls  this  year ;  out  I  thought 
t  more  proper  not  to  do  so,  considering  that  early  in  the  sea- 
OD  I  anirei^  somewhat  severely  from  cattle  distemper,  and  I 
herefore  did  not  wish  that  the  slightest  risk  should  be  run 
ty  admitting  cattle  to  the  park.  Although,  I  am  hi^py  to 
ay,  that  for  the  last  flve  months  my  cattle  have  been  perfectly 
ree  from  disease ;  yet  as  there  are  rumours  of  cases  in  various 
»arts  of  the  district,  I  thought  it  much  more  prudent  that 
>attle  ahoDld  not  come  within  where  disease  had  existed,  and 
hat  for  this  year  the  show  should  be  outside  the  park.  While 
m  the  subject  of  distemper,  let  me  express  my  rreat  hope  that 
lU  the  fiumers  in  this  district  will  unite  with  the  authorites  in 
iodeaToaring  to  put  a  stop  to  distemper  when  it  arises.  Now, 
:  know  it  is  veiy  much  tlm  habit  of  those  who  have  a  case  of 
ang  distemper  to  endeavour  to  conceal  it ;  but  nothing  could 
3e  more  prqudidal  than  this  to  themselves  and  to  their  neigh- 
XHira;  and  forther  than  that,  what  may  not  be  generally 
cnown,  the  fact  of  concealment  renders  a  person  who  has  the 
liseaae  among  his  stock  liable  to  a  severe  j^enalty.  I  will, 
herefore,  call  on  every  ikrmer  in  the  district,  if  any  cattle  are 
attacked,  to  at  once  give  notice  to  the  authorities,  that  at  all 
rrenta  it  may  be  known  throughout  the  locsHty,  that  cattle 
iomiiig  from  theplace  may  be  aroided,  and  that  proi>er  reme- 
liea  may  be  applied.  Now,  speaking  of  remedies,  it  is  impos- 
dble  to  say  which  is  the  most  proper,  ^t  may,  however,  be  inter- 
^fttinff  to  fanners  to  know  wnat  has  oeen  the  result  of  my  ex- 
lerienoe.  Li  the  cases  I  have  had  of  lung  distemper,  inoeula- 
ion  haa  been  perfectly  successful ;  but  whether  it  would  be 
weM  for  farmers  in  general  to  adopt  the  same  eourse,  I  really 
suinot  say.  This  I  do  know,  that  the  greatest  amount  of  care 
md  akUl  IS  required  in  the  performance  of  the  operation,  and 
he  ffjeatest  care  should  be  given  to  the  animal  after  it.  In  my 
•ase  I  had  one  hundred  and  fortv  animals  inoculated  by  an 
>xperieneed  veterinary  surgeon— Mr.  Fallin  of  Kilkenny — and 
*rom  that  time  to  this  I  have  had  no  case  of  pleuro-pneumonia. 
S^ow,  in  my  case  the  operation,  as  I  hare  said,  was  most  sue- 
^eaafol ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  would  advise  farmers  not  at 
>nce  to  msh  into  thinking  that  inoculation  will  be  successful ; 
)ecstiue,  if  it  is  not  performed  by  the  most  skilful  hand,  the 
laager  will  be  very  great.  I  trust,  however,  that  in  this  lo- 
•aiity  we  may  hear  but  little  more  of  the  disease,  and  that  if 
Lnfortanately  it  does  arise,  every  precaution  will  be  taken  to 
irevent  its  spread.  Much  as  I  regretted  the  losing  of  a  larae 
^nantity  of  stock,  to  which  I  had  paid  great  attention  in  the 
breeding,  I  was  stdl  more  sorry  that  I  was  obliged  this  year  to 
Leprive  my  tenants  of  the  advantages  I  heretofore  was  able  to 
i^rd  them  of  access  to  m^r  sixes :  but  I  hope  next  year  I  will 
>e  able  to  do  so.  I  think  it  would  be  impossible  for  ns,  agri- 
•.nltnrifts.  to  meet  this  vear  without  an  expression  of  thankM- 
lesa  for  tne  admirable  harvest  we  have  had.  I  really  believe 
re  may  consider  that  Ireland  has  this  year  been  the  favoured 
x>uiitiy ;  and  of  all  Ireland  I  know  of  no  ^ce  more  fk- 
roared  than  this  peculiar  district.  Why,  when  I  left  England 
he  pastare  there  was  somewhat  the  colour  of  the  streets  of 
Piltown ;  but  when  I  come  over  here,  though  we  have  been 
aUdng  of  the  great  drought,  I  find  everything  comparatively 
^reen*  Now,  this  district  I  consider  has  been  fovoured  in  a 
pecial  manner;  because  while  in  many  pUoes  we  hear  the 
rheat-crop  spoken  of  as  a  fkilnre,  in  these  parts  it  is  good. 
Therefore,  I  think  the  agriculturists  of  this  district  may  consider 
henuelves  highly  fiivonred  by  Providence  in  the  harvest  of 
hie  year. 


At  Gowran.  Lord  Ebke  said  he  waa  one  who  had  always 
thought  that  the  best  thincs  that  eould  have  been  originated 
in  this  country  were  Agricultnral  Societies,  because  their  ex- 
hibitions tended  to  bring  men  of  all  classes  together,  and  en- 
able them  to  understand  each  other^s  interests.  They  would 
teach  fanners  many  things,  and  be  a  lastina  benefit  to  them. 
The  more  these  shows  could  be  brought  nome  to  everybody 
the  better,  because  thay  would  then  take  a  greater  interest  in 
them,  for  instanoe,  there  was  an  agrionltnrai  exhibition  at 
Enniakillen  in  each  year,  and  that  answered  very  well  for 
those  who  were  in  that  town  or  near  it ;  but  it  was  a  difSsr- 
ent  matter  entirely  to  those  residing  in  lasnaskea.  He  thought 
the  small  looal  shows  were  the  best  means  of  gaining  the  de- 
sired olgect  He  was  anxious  to  say  a  fisw  words  about  some 
matters  which  nearly  concerned  them,  because  he  thought  it 
would  be  better  if  they  endeavoured  to  instruct  each  other,  in- 
atead  of  scratching  each  other's  baoka.  With  refereaoe  to 
their  markets,  he  was  f^d  to  find  that  thev  were  on  the  in 
erease,  because  markets^were  everything  to  them  as  well  as  to 
the  country  at  large.  The  more  attention  they  paid  to  the 
sulgect  themaelves,  and  the  better  the  market  was  made,  the 
more  buyers  would  oome,  and  they  would  do  good  service  to 
themselves  and  to  their  nei^hbonra.  With  this  view,  he 
would  suggeat  that  a  committee  should  be  formed,  to  see 
whether  the  markets  were  really  conducted  as  they  should  be^ 
and  whether  any  changes  would  be  advisable.  He  might 
state  that,  for  the  year  endinir  May  Ist,  18«9,  there  was  an 
increase  in  their  markets  as  follows ;  9M  pork  pigs,  and  181 
pigs  in  the  skugkter-houae,  10,000  stones  of  flax,  68  tons  10 
owt  of  tow,  40  firkins  of  butter,  and  IS  cwt.  of  small  butter. 
This  was  a  very  satisfiiotory  state  of  things,  and  he  hoped 
their  markets  would  ro  on  increasing.  There  was  another 
point  on  which  he  desired  their  attention,  and  that  waa  as  to 
the  introduction  of  fkrming  implements.  He  would  suggest 
that  four  or  five  neighbours  should  join  together,  and  purchase 
one  of  the  mowing  or  rcKping  machines.  He  had  haa  a  letter 
from  a  man  in  Dundalk  who  hired  sueh  things,  and  he 
it  would  be  an  advantage  if  they  could  do  the  same 
His  steward  stated  that  he  out  86  stattite  aerea 


thought 


in  ten  days  with  a  one-hone  machine,  and  found  it  a  saving 
of  a  great  number  of  hands  on  every  day's  woric.  Thw  would 
observe  how  great  an  advantage  could  be  derived  nom  the 
use  of  these  machines,  and  besides  they  must  recollect  that 
they  would  soon  be  forced  to  use  them  instead  of  manual  la* 
hour,  beoause  labourers  could  not  be  obtained.  With  regard 
to  the  drainage  of  Lough  Emew  thev  were  all  aware  of  the 
meeting  held  there  last  year.  Ue  thought  it  waa  the  moat 
unanimous  meeting  he  ever  saw  in  that  or  any  other  place. 
Not  only  his  tenants,  but  all  those  from  neighbouring  estates, 
came  to  it,  and  were  unanimous  on  the  sulgect.  The  drainage 
was  a  very  vast  undertaking,  and,  knowing  that,  the  landloraa 
having  land  at  the  lake  selected  the  best  engineer  thf^  could 
find,  and  laid  before  him  all  the  plans  they  had  received  for 
four  or  five  years.    He  was  now  at  work  to  see  how  the  draitt- 

3e  could  be  best  effected  for  the  money  which  they  could 
brd  to  pay  for  it.  If  thev  had  to  pay  a  high  price,  he  did 
not  think  any  of  them  would  like  it.  if  aooom^shed,  how- 
ever, it  would  be  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  country  and 
the  health  of  the  people.  They  were  all  very  anxious  about 
it,  because  in  two  or  taree  instances  similar  undertakings  had 
fiuled.  In  the  case  of  Lough  Neagh  a  great  deal  was  done  at 
great  expense ;  and  the  landlords  iriiom  it  affected  were  worse 
off  than  ever.  He  would  take  great  care  in  his  own  ease,  and 
would  mind  both  himself  and  his  tenants.  He  trusted  that 
matters  would  soon  be  se^ed  in  a  satisfoctory  manner. 

IRELAND. 
At  Carbw,  Mr.  H.  Bvuzv.  M.P.,  said :  Tuminff  to  the 
show-yard,  they  ought  to  ask  themselves  whether  what  they 
saw  there  evinced  tne  progress  and  improvement  which  the^ 
had  made  in  agriculture.  The  progress  and  improvement,  if 
it  existed,  wouUl  be  seen  there,  because  he  believeil  that  show- 
yards  were  the  mirrors  in  which  tiiey  saw  themselves.  He  did 
not  intend  to  usurp  the  office  which  had  been  confided  to  the 
judges,  in  saying  whether  that  improvement  was  whit  It  ought 
to  be;  but  he  reoommendea  them  not  to  be  con- 
tent with  what  they  had  aheady  achieved.  He  who 
stood  stiU  did  not  adrauce:  while  all  the  world  was  ad- 
vandng  around  them,  to  remain  still  was  to  retrograde.  They 
showeofprogrea  with  the  times.    On  taking  up  a  copy  of  th« 
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thIm,  ther  ww  on  the  back  a  pietara  of  a  mowing  maehine- 
Ten  or  fifteen  yean  ago  it  vas  the  pietore  of  a  ploagh.  In 
place  of  thia,  when  would  they  lee  steam  plongfae  in  the  hands 
of  farmers  P  Whether  ther  aid  it  themaeiTes  or  by  combina- 
tion, this  would  and  must  oe  the  future  of  agiieulture  in  this 
country.  They  must  not  be  content  to  reap  their  produce  with 
implements  they  had  beoi  using  ten  or  twenty  years  ago. 
Every  one  must  perceive  the  adtantajges  resulting  frran  intro- 
ducing a  better  breed  of  cattle,  and  improTements  in  agricul- 
tural implements.  If  those  things  were  done,  they  would  be 
seen  in  Uie  show-yards.  It  might  be  said  that  the  landlords 
should  show  them  the  wa^  in  such  matters.  No  doubt,  in  the 
beginning  it  was  quite  right  that  they  should  do  so,  but  in 
En^and  they  saw  the  tenant-larmers  coming  into  the  field  and 
beating  their  landlords.  That  wuwhat  he  wanted  to  see  here. 
Let  them  not  be  content  with  the  old  implements  of  agricul- 
ture, but  look  for  new  ones,  when,  the  tenant-lkrmen  might 
rest  assured,  the  profits  would  go  into  their  own  pockets ;  for 
they  were  not  experiments,  but  nad  been  found  a  success.  To 
ref  ert  to  the  question  which  he  started  with — did  their  show 
that  day  erinoe  progress  P  The  answer  to  that  interrogatoiy 
would,  no  doubt,  oe  given  by  the  judges,  whose  health  he  would 
ask  them  to  drink,  for  coming  there  from  a  considerable  dis- 
tance and  giving  them  the  benefit  of  their  experience. 

Migor  SLOOxnsLD  said:  There  was  no  oountiy  in  the 
world  which  had  been  so  blessed  by  Providence  as  this  was, 
and  if  its  people  did  not  progress  and  improve,  the  bhune 
rested  entirely  with  themselves.  He  was  sony  to  say  that  the 
show  that  day  did  not  exhibit  the  progress  which  thev  were 
led  to  expect.  The  gentlemen's  cUu  was  fair,  but  the  oest  in 
it,  he  unaerstood,  belonged  to  a  tenant'liuiner.  Their  second 
fiurmers'  class  was  miserablv  poor,  but  their  third  fiumers*  cUss 
was  uncommonly  good.  The  progress  manifested  there  was 
shown  from  the  wrong  end.  Progress  was  a  thing  to  be  ex- 
pected in  a^culture  as  in  other  matters  with  whien  they  had 
to  do,  and  it  should  never  be  fori^tten  that  they  must  either 
stand  still  or  go  on.  Standing  still  was  as  bad  as  going  back. 
No  doubt  grass  land  had  had  a  bad  time  of  it  this  year,  and 
therefore  they  could  not  apect  to  see  cattle  in  the  same  con- 
dition as  was  to  be  observed  in  other  years ;  but  yet  there  were 
artificial  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  fanner  which,  if  resorted 
to,  would  have  aided  the  production  of  grass  very  considerably. 
Now,  he  would  ^ve  them  a  hint  or  two  as  to  what  might  he 
done.  The  first  thing  usually  done  after  cutting  down  a  crop  of 
hay  was  to  turn  the  cattle  into  their  doTcr.  Li  a  dry  year  like 
the  present  that  was  a  great  loss  to  thefkrmer.  He  knew  a  man 
who  had  bad  pasturage  to  put  his  cattle  in  shed,  when  he  gave 
them  some  cotton-cake,  by  which  he  paid  himself  over  and 
over  again,  instead  of  turning  his  cattle  into  his  clover.  Now. 
that  was  a  very  useful  thing  to  know.  The  person  he  allndea 
to  had  got  his  cattle  into  oetter  condition,  and  he  had  paid 
himself  in  doing  so.  In  the  course  of  a  fisw  years  he  hoped 
that  the  second-dass  farmers  and  Rcntrr  would  exhibit  greater 
improvement  than  he  saw  there  that  day.  In  the  third  class 
there  were  better  cattle,  and  they  were  certainly  in  better  con- 
dition. They  should  not  forget  that  thej  were  a  very  fkvoured 
Society.  Theirs  was  a  fisvoured  county,  where  the  landlords 
and  tenants  pulled  well  together,  and  tbqr  had  a  better  Sodetj 
than  was  generally  to  be  found  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Low  said  Carlow  was  one  of  the  best  fisrmed  counties 
in  Ireknd :  indeed,  he  would  savit  was  the  Lothian  of  Lreland. 
The  &nns  were  wdl  fenced  and  the  labouien  well  and  com- 
fortably housed.  For  his  own  nait,  he  was  much  pleased  to  see 
that  tlie  third-class  fermerB  showed  most  crediteble  animals. 
He  hoped  they  would  ^  on  and  prosper,  inasmuch  as  he  liked 
to  see  the  tenanto  beating  their  landlords ;  for,  in  doing  so,  the 
result  would  be  to  confier  advantages  on  all  parties.  Tlie 
animals  shown  that  dar  would  do  orooit  to  any  national  exhi- 
bition in  England,  Lreland,  or  Scotland. 

The  Eev.  £L  W.  Baqot  said  he  cordially  agreed  with  Mr. 
Bloomfidd  as  to  the  show  of  roots,  which  was  highly  credit- 
able. In  travelling  down  from  Chester  to  Oxford  about  two 
months  ago  with  a  gentleman,  they  computed  that  they  saw 
ten  thousand  acres  of  turnips,  but  they  also  computed  that 
they  would  not  give  ten  acres  for  those  ten  thousand  acrea. 
The  judges  had  great  difficulty  in  coming  to  a  decision  as  to 
which  should  get  first  prize  for  roots  in  the  tenant-larmers* 
dass.  With  regard  to  the  implemento,  he  thought  it  unfair 
far  a  manuCMtuTer  or  agent  to  turn  out  all  the  implements  in 
his  yard  and  compete  with  not  only  the  tenant-farmers,  but 


also  the  landlords.  Other  ammi^ements,  he  suggatod^ikielj 
be  adopted  to  put  an  end  to  this  anomaloas  itile  of  tkiap. 
The  chairman  had  stated  thai  he  would  be  slvaji  pkucito 
hear  of  his  own  tenant  beating  him  well ;  his  oYatesntlad 
beaten  him  that  day  in  implements.  At  the  nextilMVGf  tk 
Sodety  he  hoped  that  instead  of  having  thieeor  foBrdm 
of  implemente  entered  for  competitiQn,  the  secntaiy  mU 
have  to  procure  a  larger  fidd  for  that  purpose.  Itvsiiianti 
of  gratification  to  him  to  see  so  many  fine  aniBab.  He  tt 
not  like  to  see  the  landlords  competing  with  the  tesiatilif 
male  animals ;  but  he  thought  the  tenants  shodd  nlMcnlieiii 
give  a  prise  to  the  landlords  for  the  best  bdlkipt  lor  tbeoe 
of  their  tenanto.  The  third  and  fourth  dasies  vsR&enfe 
to  any  show-yard,  but  he  would  not  say  asmnokfortkfltkr 


At  Wexford,  Mr.  Bolaup,  the  Seeretaiy,  aid  &  So- 
ciety had  done  much  ;  but  yet  it  had  a  wide  fidd  bdan 
it,  and  he  would  throw  all  his  energies  into  the  worbog  of  it 
It  was  gratifying  to  know  that  the  Sodety  vsf  in  &irvffk- 
in^  order  and  fSut  gaining  ground.  Besides,  the  fiuoenvm 
dail^  percdving  the  advantages  to  be  derived  froniadi 
Soaetv,  and  were  throwing  their  hearts  into  the  vork.  Atal 
their  shows  the  tenant-formers  now  admitted  that  tke  diect 
of  the  sodety  was  what  ito  promoters  profiesBed,  oaaely,  ^ 
general  prosperity  of  the  country.  It  wodd  be  wdl  Iv  i 
moment  to  pause  and  reflect  when  th^  engaged  ia  tsj  n^- 
taking,  to  see  if  it  was  calculated  to  do  good,  and  if  the  bet 
means  were  adopted  for  doing  it:  whatever  view  ike;  tai 
of  tiie  Society  they  must  be  satisfied  with  it.  The  devekt 
ment  and  improTcment  of  agricnltoie  was  the  grest  imple^ 
and  sheet  anchor  of  the  country,  and  everjthing  v^ 
enabled  the  farmer  to  produce  more  cattle,  oorn,  tad  na 
things  must  tend  to  the  material  prosperity  of  Irdaad  ud  te 
people.  Now,  he  would  ask,  had  the  Societf  within  iteif » 
elemento  whereby  this  desirable  object  could  be  obtaiBcd  P  as 
thought  it  had.  There  was  no  stronger  feehng  than  tbil  d 
the  spirit  of  emulation  created  by  the  rivalry  entered  spa, 
which  was  one  of  the  causes  of  the  succesi  of  the  Soa^ 
It  was  brought  out  very  much  in  the  show-yaid.  U«w 
heard  sensible  men  say,  because  thqr  urere  beaten,  tli^  m 
never  send  an  animal  into  the  show  again.  Nov,  ^  ^ 
of  emuktion  was  one  of  the  great  ]irineiplei  which  cffi 
within  the  scope  of  the  Society.  In  this  age  of  prar^**" 
peculiarity  in  mattera  of  education  was  the  grest  ^P^^^ 
oljject  teaching.  Now,  this  was  done  in  matten  oonaecM 
with  a^pricultue,  when  Mr.  Bolton  and  other  gatlaBCBi^ 
in  their  Shorthorns  for  exhibition,  by  which  meass  pe^ 
could  he  made  to  understand  what  was  neeeasszy  to  be  tfse 
better  than  if  volumes  were  written  to  convey  tiie  same  ui£- 
It  was  pleasing  to  himself  and  the  members  to  find  thit  « 
Society  possesaed  those  elements,  which  rendered  it  wortliTa 
a  liberal  and  generous  support,  fbr  his  own  put,  he  b. 
merely  to  repeat  that  he  would  do  all  he  could  to  inocaie  tte 
usefulness  of  the  Society,  in  which  he  felt  eoBfidest  mn 
ri^ht-thinking  man  would  back  him  up.  There  vae 
things  outside  the  show  of  equal  importance.  ^^^™^^^ 
not  consist  of  one  idea,  and  he  believed  the  most  ^'^"^ 
fanning  was  that  which  was  in  some  degree  mixed.  ^ 
growing  of  com  was  of  equal  importance  to  the  nisiaf.  a 
goodcattle.  He  wished  to  bring  before  the  meeting  u  im- 
portant matter  connected  with  modem  husbandly.  It  i« J^f 
well-known  that  formers  could  not  go  on  withoat  aia;  am 
artificial  manures,  so  tiiat  it  was  of  the  first  importaaoe  ^ 
they  should  be  supplied  with  an  article  of  snserior  90^ 
The  surest  way  of  ascertaining  thia  was  by  availing  thessem 
of  the  advanced  acience  of  the  age,  inasmuch  ai  an  uMl^ 
of  a  properly  qualified  chemist  at  once  ahowed  what  was  w 
best  manure  for  him  to  purchase.  They  coald  send  aipeosa 
to  a  chemist,  and  he  would  tell  them  what  it  was  iairiy  av- 
iated to  produce.  The  Society  met  this  foature  of  hasbiid? 
in  a  manner  calculated  to  aacertoin  thia  important  fact,  vw** 
by  the  farmer  was  benefited,  inasmuch  as  he  BBf^^^J? ' 
sample  from  any  vendor,  and  the  secretary  wwU  «Bdii» 
the  chemist  of  the  Eoval  Agricultural  Society,  who,  tor  1 
moderate  charge,  would  report  as  to  its  qoality.  ^^^ 
ufnder  these  circumstances  no  person  who  adqitod  the »« ■ 
ilrtificial  manures  as  part  of  his  bnsineM  would,  for  bu  ova  a^ 
and  for  Uie  sake  of  lus  repntetion,  rest  satisfied  wi^  i»^ 
the  confidence  that  such  analyns  would  inspire^  ^'^^ 
impress  too  strongly  on  the  agricnltarists  of  the  oonaty  tse""* 
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rtanoe  of  this  owtter,  and  he  hoped  that  next  year  adrantage 
>uld  be  taken  to  have  thia  tett  tried,  and  that  the  farmera 
»iild  back  np  the  Society  in  aecoring  for  them  good  artificial 
annres.  Then,  again,  he  thought  there  vas  room  for  im- 
OTemenk  in  the  mode  of  tillage  which  they  adopted ;  for  he 
Ls  oonftdent  that  thiqr  wonld  row  better  and  hearier  crops 
'  imploding  more  capital,  skifi,  and  labour.  In  the  lower 
it  of  the  district  in  whicb  the  Society  carried  on  its  opera- 
»ii8  the  land  was  was  all  that  oonld  be  desired ,  but  he 
Krettcd  to  say  that  the  ftrmers  aEowed  themsel?es  to  be 
b\^ed  by  the  great  quantity  of  weeds  which  were  to  befoond 
i  thAurfaims. 

At  Ballineen,  Lord  BiajOH  congratakted  the  Clab  upon  the 
istfscter  of  the  fur  and  flaa  market  that  day,  and  was  conft- 
nt  both  wonld  improte.  The  quantity  of  stock  shown  that 
ly  and  the  ooality  of  it  shonld  be  Tcry  gratifying  to  the  mem- 
in  of  the  Cinb.  He  had  to  oompbdn  that  the  Goyemment 
hd  not  yet  established  a  telegraph  station  at  Ballineen,  which 
ould  be  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  flax  buyers 
I  the  market  as  well  as  the  caltif  ators ;  for  the  latter  would 
I  aUe  to  telegraph  to  Ballineen  on  any  fair  day,  at  a  trifling 
cpenae,  and  ascertain  the  prices  in  the  flax  market  tbers, 
lereby  enabling  them  to  dispose  of  their  produoe  to  the  best 
Wantage.  Another  thimr  th^  had  to  complain  of  was  the 
liflnuuuurement  of  the  rauway  system  between  Cork  and  Bal- 
neal. The  Cork  and  fiandou  &ulway  CompanT  appeared  to 
ive  Tery  little  facility  indeed  to  any  one  lor  the  transfer  of 
ooda  horn  the  West  Cork  hne,  and  tney  had  to  complain  that 
o  atepa  had  been  taken  to  increase  the  fiunlitr  at  two  pUpes 
long  the  line,  one  being  the  gate  of  Castle  Bernard,  which 
'oola  ofNBn  communication  with  Conrtmacsherrr,  Timoleagne, 
Lilbrittain,  and  Oaggpn,  though  the  expense  of  doing  so  would 
under  his  notice  was  that 


e  trilling.    Another  thii 

tie  rates  of  that  electoral  division  amounted  to  twos) 
le  pound.  He  was  himself  an  ex  officio  member  of  the  Dun- 
lanway  Board  of  Guardians,  and  he  was  determined  upon  in- 
niring  into  the  cause  of  so  great  a  rate  bang  levied.  He 
ras  more  than  pleased  to  find  that  at  the  fair  that  day  there 
rare  two  hundred  head  of  cattle,  one  hundred  loads  of  pigs, 
nd  five  hundred  sheep,  and  that  they  all  had  been  disposedof 
t  remunerative  prices.  Although  it  was  the  first  day  for  the 
ax  market,  he  was  glad  to  find  that  there  were  upwards  of 
wo  tiionsand  stones  of  fibre  exhibited,  all  of  which  had  been 
oQEht  at  prices  varying  from  Ss.  to  Qs.  6d.  per  stone.  He 
leea  not  remind  the  mcetmg  that  they  had  a  dry  summer,  and 
hat  many  of  their  countrymen  had  been  as  vet  unable  to 
tring  their  produce  into  market.  Since  last  he  had  addresaed 
hem  he  had  been  engased  in  Parliament  in  discussing  the 
riah  Land  Bill.  That  Dill  was  now  passed,  and  he  was  only 
t>ing  to  say  with  regard  to  it  that  its  operation  would  make 
ittle  material  difference  in  that  part  of  tne  countiy.  In  fact, 
te  wonld  be  right  in  saying  no  difference.  It  had  been  said 
hronzhont  Ireland  that  fanners  had  no  security  for  their 
apitai ;  and  though  he  was  happy  to  say  that  the  cases  were 
ew  in  which  it  was  shown  injustice  had  been  done,  yet  it  was 
Uesred  that  it  was  possible  that  injustice  might  be  acne  by  the 
andiord.  It  was  said  that  the  tenants  had  £20,000,000  in 
he  bank ;  but  supposing  it  was  one-fourth  of  that  sum,  tiiere 
ras  no  possible  excuse  now  for  them  not  hying  out  their 
aoney  on  thefr  farms,  and  \n  usin^  it  on  the  land  tney  could 
aake  more  profit  than  if  it  were  m  their  pockets.  The  land 
»ill  beintr  passed,  it  was  the  duty  of  every  one  to  cany  it  out^ 
mt  the  auty  of  doing  so  depended  more  upon  the  tenant  than 
»n  the  landlord ;  for  it  rather  prevented  the  landlord  from 
loing  mischief  than  enabled  him  to  do  good,  it  enabled  the 
enant  to  lay  out  his  capital  on  the  land,  and  now  that  every 
lOBsible  ffnevaace  he  could  complain  of  had  been  removed, 
le  hopea  that  all  fkrmers*  duos  would  unite  together 
ind  develop  the  resources  too  long  neglected  in  this 
x>antry. 

JERSEY. 

At  the  dinner  of  the  Royal  Jersey  Agricultural  and  Hotti- 
tnltoral  Society,  M.  Dbouth  di  Lhuts  said :  Ton  cannot  ex- 
pect from  me,  in  the  mehncholy  droumstances  to  which  my 
>rea«nce  among  yon  is  attributable,  any  very  extended  or 
lowery  speech.  I  may  well  adopt  the  language  of  the  Hebrew 
children  of  old,  and  say,  *'  How  can  I  Bins  a  song  in  a  strange 
and  ?*'  Miihinks  I  hear  from  afar,  while  scgouming  here,  a 
iianger  among  you,  the  din  of  battle  and  the  shrieks  of  death 
a  my  beloved  country.    Methinks  I  see  in  the  dark  perspective 


long  days  of  havoc  urging  their  destructive  course,  and  brilliant 
squadrons  mowing  their  bloody  way  through  embattied  hosts. 
Pardon  me  if  for  a  moment  I  have  cast  a  uiade  of  gloom  over 
this  smiling  scene.  As  your  guest  I  express  to  you  my  sin- 
cerest  gratitude  for  the  oordiaf  hosintality  accorded  by  you  to 
me  as  rresident  of  the  Soci6t6  d'Agrienlture  de  France. 


THB  SMiTHFlELD  OLUB. 

Council  MxsTnro  on  Wednesday,  NoTember  9nd. 
Present — ^The  Earl  of  Powis,  President,  in  the  Chair. 
Lord  Tredegar  and  Lord  Walsingham,  Vice-Presidents. 
Messrs.  H.  Aylmer,  Bamett,  J.  Beaaley,  J.  N.  Beaaley, 
Canning,  Clayden,  Downing,  Samuel  Dmce,  Joseph 
Droce,  Duckhiun,  Walter  IVirthing,  Brandreth  Oibbs 
(hon.  See.),  Charles  Howard,  Leeds,  Newton,  H.  Over- 
man, Rigden,  Torr,  J.  S.  Turner,  and  H.  Webb. 

The  hon.  Secretary  was  anlhorized  to  make  the  nsoal 
application  for  a  licence  for  holding  the  Show. 

The  same  Committee  as  last  year  was  appointed  to 
make  arrangements  as  to  the  dinnfecting  catUe  convey- 
ances, &c.,  as  heretofore. 

Mr.  C.  Stephenson,  of  Wohnm,  Bedfordshire,  was 
elected  a  Member  of  Council  in  phce  of  Mr.  Twitchill, 


The  Conneil  prepared  the  house-list  of  eight  members 
of  the  Club  for  election  on  the  Conneil  to  suceced  the 
eight  who  retire  by  rotation. 

Mr.  James  Edward  Ransome  was  dected  a  Member  of 
the  Implement  Committee  in  place  of  Mr.  Head. 

The  oflSer  of  the  Earl  of  Powis,  the  fpresident,  of  a 
prize  for  the  best  instrument  which  shall  be  an  efficient 
substitute  for  the  pole-axe  for  slaughtering  animals  by 
separating  the  8pinalj[marrow  was  accepted,  viz.,  a  prize 
of  £20.  The  instruments  to  be  delivered  at  the  office  of 
the  honorary  secretary  on  or  before  the  1st  of  October, 
1871.  The  exhibitors  to  show  in  practical  operation  at 
such  time  and  place  aa^the  jndges.^appointed  by  the  Club 
shall  determine. 

It  was  determined  not  to  ha?e  an  annual  dinner  this 
year. 

It  was  decided  to  discontinue  the  report  on  the  animals 
exhibited  at  the  Show. 

Authority  was  given  to  Messrs.  Thomas,  the  Club's 
silversmiths,  to  prepare  the  pieces  of  plate  and  silver 
caps  to  be  awarded^at^the^ensnmg  Show. 

Several  letters  were  read  and  instinctions  given  in 
reference  thereto. 

The  following  were'deeted  members'of^the  Club : 

Bsiley,  Rev.  H.  G.,  The  Yicarage,  Swindon,  WQto 

Benjuield,  A.,  Stalbridge  jDorset 

Byron,  Jno.,  Kirkby  Green,  Sleaford 

Cooke,  Grimwood,  Horseheath  Park,  Cambridge 

Davy,  John^Flitton Barton,  North  Molton^ Devon 

Everett,  F.  H.,  The  Grove,  Bridgham  Harlinff,  Norfolk 

Jenkins,^Richard  DavidJPantirionj'near^Caruigan 

King,  (ieorge«  Saffh)n  WiUden,  Essex 

King,  Richard  Fooock,  Southstoke,  Wallin^ord 

Kingsley,',Thos.,  Boar's  Craft,  near  Tring,  Herts 

Mnmford,  Jno.  Aubrey,  Chilton  Park  Pkrm,  Thame,  Oxford 

Noekolds,  Martin,  Saffh>n  Walden,  Essex 

Price,  John,  Court  House,  Pembridge,  Herefordshire 

Rush,  Thomas,  Chalk  Farm,  Babraham,  Cambs 

Southwell,  Charles,  Albion|FonndryJ(Rngelyj 

TazeweU,  John,  Hay  Grove,  Bridgewater 

Wood,  HenTy,*WolIey|House  JBomsey,;;Hants. 

The  thanks  of  the  meeting£wer«  voted  to.the  chaimuui. 
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HIGHLAND    AND    AGEIOULTUBAL   SOCIETY   OP    SCOTLAND. 


The  first  monthly  meeting  of  the  diraoton  for  the  naaon 
wu  held  iu  George  tV,  Bridge,  Edinborgh,  Mr.  Gnham  Binnj 
in  the  chair. 

The  following  report  on  the  different  tpeeimens  of  horM 
thoei  exhibited  at  the  Domfnes  Show  was  read.  The  Charlier 
ahoe  possesiea  the  foQowing  adTantagea:  Lightneaa;  a  true 
bearing  on  the  crost ;  firog  presanre ;  avoids  all  taction,  and 
cannot  pick  np  a  .stone ;  doQs  awa^  entirely  with  the  nae  of  the 
drawing  hnife ;  is  Teiy  easily  ntted,  as  the  gange  knife  can 
only  cut  the  proper  seat.  These  shoes  appear  to  be  more 
adapted  for  hght  work  than  for  draught  horses.  In  expressing 
this  opinion,  the  committee  regret  that  they  have  had  no  op- 
portunity of  seeing  hones  shod  on  this  principle  for  a 
sufficiently  long  time  to  give  them  a  practiod  illustration  of 
the  system. 

Oray's  patent  grooved  steeled-fieu^  horse  shoes.  Workman- 
ship good,  and  price  reasonable.  We  think  some  improve- 
ment might  be  made  in  the  method  of  nailing,  especially  in  the 
ligUter  snoes. 

Eobertson*s  Snow  Plates. — ^These  are  only  adapted  for  slow 
work.  There  is  some  merit  in  the  invention,  and  if  further 
improved  upon  might  be  found  useful  in  cases  of  sudden  fidls 
of  snow.  Portable  ]>^rosted  Horse  Shoe^ — Not  so  serviceable, 
and  more  complicated. 

(Signed)       William  Vaslit,  7.3.  (1st  Class), 
13th  Hussars. 

J.  Alf  8TKUTHER  THOMSON. 

Dumfriet,  mh  July,  1870. 

A  silver  medal  was  awarded  to  M.  Charlier. 

It  was  remitted  to  the  Committee  on  General  Showt  to  fix 
the  preminma  and  a4just  the  regolationB  for  the  show  which  is 
to  be  held  at  Perth  next  year. 

Eequisitioas  from  the  counties  of  Berwick,  Eoxburgh,  Sel- 
kirk, and  Peebles,  to  the  directors  to  hold  the  Gteneru  Show 
for  1872  at  Kelso  were  submitted. 

Mr.  P.  N.  MxNZizs  reported  that,  according  to  previous 
arrangement,  the  Duke  of  Argyll  had  received  dqiutations  at 
the  India  Office  on  Friday  the  15th  of  July,  from  the  High- 
land and  Agricultural  Society,  the  Boyal  Horticultural  Society, 
and  the  Institution  of  Surveyors,  on  the  subject  of  forest  ap- 
pointments iu  India. 

The  reply  to  the  Society's  memorial  was  as  follows :  "  India 
office,  S.W.,  29th  July,  1870.  My  Lord  Marquis,— I  am 
directed  by  his  Qraee  the  Seoretaiy  of  Slate  for  India  in 
Council  to  acknowledge  the  receint  of  the  memorial,  dated  the 
Ist  of  June,  which  was  presentea  to  him  on  the  15th  instant, 
on  behalf  of  the  Hi^Uand  and  Aigricultural  Societv  of  Scot- 
land, stating  objections  to  the  present  system  of  training 
young  men  for  the  forest  aerviee  of  India  in  France  and  Ger* 
many.  In  reply,  I  am  desired  to  inform  vour  Lordship  that 
the  present  system  was  adopted,  afber  very  deliberate  considera- 
tion of  the  question,  as  well  by  the  authorities  best  qualified 
to  judge  of  the  requirements  oa  the  service  in  India  as  by  his 
Grace's  predecessors  in  the  department,  and  his  Grace  is  satis- 
fied that  the  conclusion  arrived  at  was  sound.  As  the  first  set 
of  these  young  men  was  sent  to  India  only  at  the  close  of  last 
year,  there  has  been  aa  yet  no  opportunity  of  forming  a  judg- 
ment on  their  practical  fitness  for  the  duties  required  of  tnem ; 
but  it  is  impossible  to  speak  too  liighly  of  the  attention  which 
is  bestowed  upon  the  young  men  already  sent  for  training  in 
France  and  Germany,  and  of  the  supervision  which  is  exercised 
over  them  in  all. respects.  Judging,  however,  from  the  re- 
ports received  from  the  foreign  establishments  in  which  they 
are  pUced,  from  the  statements  of  the  young  men  themselves, 
and  from  the  expression  of  their  parents  or  gnardiana  in  re- 
spect to  their  position  abroad,  the  Duke  of  Argvll  has  eveiy 
reason  to  expect  that  the  system  willprovesucoessfulin  supplying 
a  body  of  well-trained  fmd  competent  gentlemen  for  service  in 
he  higher  grades  of  the  Forest  Department  iu  India.  A 
mere  inspection  of  the  Continental  forests,  as  proposed  in  the 
inemonai  present^  by  your  lordship,  would  not  answer  the 
•*'*^'?"ft*^^?**?^  ••'  Stirtein  ConnoaamltheGo. 
T^mnrat  91  inoia  have  m  view.    I  ma  to  point  out  th«t  how 


sufficient  soever  the  trauiing  in  what  may  be  called  tkin- 
iliary  scJencea,  mathematics,  snrftying,  meAanieri,  sad  sitai 
soieneea,  may  be  in  this  eoo&tiy,  it  eannot,  ia  his  Gaeri 
o]>inion,  be  doubted  that  the  science  of  w»«r»c  nitl> 
ministering  forests  on  a  laxge  aeak,  ianotandeBBBotbi) 
fully  developed  here  ik  it  is  in  Fnnee  or  Gcmsij.vkR 
f onkry  is  recosnised  as  one  of  the  8eieiitilc|BofesaiM,far 
which  pnhUo  forest  schools  are  estAbEshed,  SBdwba:b 
forest  luida  are  of  vast  extent  and  managed  opos  viscfiB 
more  nearly  approaching  those  which  are  most  sniles  totati 
in  India  than  is  the  system  pursued  in  EngLaad  aadSeotisri. 
Hia  Grace  is  not  prepared  to  admit  tiiat  the  same  rnslb  cglI 
be  obtained  in  Great  Britain  as  nre  gained  hg  the  tniii&< 
in  France  and  Germany.  He  woold  AeRfoie  regaiiha 
moat  unfortunate  should  the  present  oothnnkaf  vsr  bitiws 
Franry  and  Germany  lead  to  an  intflrroptionofthBpmau 
system;  but,  as  her  Mjgesty  remains  at  peace  with  tk  Sow- 
reigns  of  both  these  States,  llie  Duke  of  AigyU  does  act  utb* 
pate  that  such  an  interruption  will  be  necessary,  lintott. 
that  although  the  knowlM^  of  the  Keneh  orGenssiu- 
guage  is  required  of  candidates  onlv  in  order  to  essbk  tbs 
to  receive  the  teaching  inmarted  to  toem  abroad,  it  is  i  Iigv- 
ledge,  nevertheless,  which  cannot  &il  to  prove  of  tbeb^ 
service  to  them  in  their  sabeequentoareer,  as  the  hsstbst^M 
the  science  and  praotiee  of  forestry  are  undoubtedly  writtet  ^ 
those  languages. — ^I  am,  &e., 

(Signed)  J.  Coaio  liELTCi. 

The  President  of  the  Highland  and  Agrieultaial 
Society  of  Scotland. 

The  Skcrxtakt  stated  that  &e  India  Board  have  bot  int 
a  number  of  students  to  St.  Andrews  to  stody  xodrr  th 
auspices  of  Dr.  Cleghom,  these  students  having  bcea  (dcr^ 
home  from  the  forratry  schools  of  France  and  Gemur  i 
consequence  of  the  war. 

It  was  further  reported  that  the  next  examiaattoa  of  asi- 
dates  for  the  Society's  forestry  certificates  would  take  pIsKta 
the  Srd  and  4th  current. 

Mr.  F.  N.  MsNZiES  read  a  lett^  finim  Dr.  kaks», 
statins  that,  though  much  better  in  health,  his  doctor  ^ 
not  allow  him  to  return  to  his  work  till  spring,  tinilis?^ 
directors  for  the  kindness  hitherto  shown  him,  and  rejB«rsf 
an  extension  of  his  leave  of  absence,  iJso  endosisg  i  lai^ 
certificate  from  Dr.  Bryant,  of  London. 

The  board,  believing  that  the  interests  of  the  Sodtfy  bi 
not  BuflJered  from  the  arrangements  made  fay  Dr.  Aafaca, 
and  knowing  that  his  opinion  has  been  expressed  is  ^ 
case  sent  for  analysis,  agreed  to  grant  the  leave  of  lixsff 
reouested. 

It  was  announced  that  the  session  of  the  Bdinboigfa  ^^^ 
rinary  College  had  been  opened  on  Monday,  the  Slst  i&ag, 
with  an  address  by  Dr.  Peter  Young. 

A  communication  was  read  from  the  office  of  fte  Frhr  Coe:-- 
for  Trade,  sending  copy  of  a  letter  which  had  ben  reeeiTsl 
through  the  Foreign  Department  firom  Cheraher  d^*?^ 
setting  forth  the  wish  of  the  Italian  Minister  of  Afnettl:^^ 
and  Commerce  to  receive  certain  communieatiOBs  dindfea 
the  Society,  and  expressing  the  hope  of  the  Bosrd  of  1^ 
that  the  directors  may  be  able  to  aflord  tiie  assJutanfe  dsiif^ 

The  board  aneed  to  send  the  Transactions  of  thcSoo^. 
and  an}r  other  documents  of  interest. 

Cousidention  of  the  letter  from  the  secreiaiy  of  tke  Saof? 
of  Agriculturists  of  France  with  reference  to  a  proposed  ia^- 
national  assembly  to  be  held  in  Paris  in  1871,  wueh  svlc 
fore  the  general  meeting  in  June,  and  ramttled  to  the  diffcsn 
waa  defisRed  in  conaeqienoe  of  the  war. 

In  consequence  of  the  offer  of  Sir  Boderiok  Man^iA^ 
join,  the  Government  in  endowing  a  ehak  of  Osokgynv 
Edinburgh  University^  the  board  nsolved  to  bsbobsJiibw 
First  Lord  of  tho  Treaaury  in  fiavonr  of  themessne;  ssd  ■ 
was  remitted  to  a  committee— onatsting  of  Dr.  BsMrar.^^ 
Irvine ofDnuB,  and  the aeeretaiv-*to  drawn  a winiint  J 

the  snlueeL  andhave  the  sane  foiwaided  te.]b.C 


TwoC^n  were  •obmitte^m  Mr.  Jaws  tm,^^ 
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Conrt-hoiiie,  Edinboish,  with  referanoe  to  tlw  diy-«aith  dloMt 
ud  aiinalt  propoied  nj  the  late  Sir  Jamei  Smpioii. 

A  letter  wu  npofted  from  Mr.  MsUiev  An^ewB,  jnn.,  ae* 
cietaiy  of  the  Flax  Sztenaiott  Anooiation,  Bel&it,  tending  a 
I«mphlet  oontaining  instractionf  ferthe  culture  and  ^^repara- 
tionof  flax  in  Ireland,  and  other  docnments,  and  intimating 


that  he  would  be  havpv  to  nipply  oopiei  to  any  farmers  de 
siroua  to  gain  a  knowledge  of  how  the  flax  crop  ia  managed. 

A  letter  waa  read  from  the  Home  Cattle  Defenoe  Aaaodation 
to  the  direeton,  who,  thoagh  not  in  a  podtion  to  anbaoribe  aa 
aboard,  expreaasd  a  hope  that  an  Aaaodation  ao  likely  to  benefit 
agrieultorista  would  not  be  neglected. 


THE    WENLOOK    FARMEBS'    CLUB. 
AWABJ)  0?  FBIZES. 


At  the  annal  dinner  Mr.  Baintouts  read  the  following 
report :  We,  the  ondenigned,  being  q>pointed  to  inapeot  the 
farms,  root  onma,  and  fences  of  the  oomnetitora  for  priaea  given 
bj  the  Wenlock  Earmers'  Clab,  beg  to  hand  you  the  following 
report: 

ror  the  beat  cultivated  farm.-— At  Mr.  SmitVs,  Satton  Mad- 
dock,  we  fonnd  the  land  well  ealtivated,  the  fields  well  laid 
out,  sttd  diTided  with  new  straight  fences  of  vonng  thorns. 
The  mangold  erop  ia  very  good  and  dean.  The  swedes  are 
iiregakr  and  ahoit  of  plants.  The  staek^yard  and  eatUe  sheds 
are  not  80  neat  aa  they  ahonld  be.  Mr.  Horton'a  Hamage 
Oraan :  Here  we  fbona  the  land  well  coltiyated.  The  awedea 
are  dean,  and  a  fair  crop  for  the  aeason,  bat  part  of  the  soft 
taroips  have  saffered  from  the  drought.  Mr.  Morton  has  done 
s  great  deal  for  the  fiirm  in  polling  down  old  nseless  fiences. 
and  bringing  the  others  in  a  nroper  form.  The  staclrrard  and 
cattle  yania  not  ao  neat  aa  tney  mieht  be.  At  Mr.  Trevor'a, 
Westwood,  the  land  ia  well  cultivated,  and  firee  horn  weeda  of 
any  kind.  All  the  implemeata  which  were  not  in  use  were 
uidar  cover.  The  nekyud  and  premiaea  were  neat  and 
dean.  We  have  come  to  the  condodon  that  Mr.  Trevor  haa 
won  the  prize  for  'the  beat  cultivated  farm,  taking  everything 
into  consideration. 

For  the  beat  cultivated  root  crops  generallv,  on  a  farm  of 
not  less  than  300  acres. — On  Mr.  Trevor's  farm  the  swedes 
look  healthy,  have  been  well  cultivated,  and  are  free  from 
weeds,  but  are  irregularly  planted.  Bir.  Davies^s,  Fatten :  The 
iwedes  ars  very  good,  one-half  of  the  first  field  being  the 
wdffbtest  and  best  we  have  seen,  botthe  Add  isirregnlar.  The 
land  is  wdl  ealtivated.  Mr.  Aoton\  Brocton :  Here  we  found 
the  ground  resularly  planted^eU  cultivated,  and  perfectly  free 
Irom  weeds  of  any  kind.  We  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  Mr.  Acton  is  entitled  to  the  priae  for  the  best  cultivated 
root  crops. 

For  the  best  managed  fences. — ^At  Harnage  Orange  a  great 
ded  hu  been  done  to  the  fences,  but  it  wUlbe  some  time  be- 
fbie  they  are  soffident  Mr.  Trevor's,  Westwood :  All  the 
ftaces  Iving  to  the  south  are  good  and  wdl  managed,  but  whore 
the  land  is  espoaed  to  the  nortU-weat  they  are  oefident.  Mr. 
Ltoyd'a  of  Weatwood :  The  fencea  here  are  vexv  good  and  well 
nunaged.  We  agree  that  Mr.  Lloyd  ahonld  have  the  prize 
for  the  beat  managed  fencea. 

For  the  best  cmtivated  root  crop  on  a  fkrm  not  exceeding 
100  acrea. — ^We  are  both  of  the  aame  opinion  reapeeting  the 
merits  of  the  different  lots  entered  in  this  class,  viz.,  Mr. 
Cooper  taksa  the  firat ;  Mr.  Moreton  aeoond. 

Wm.  Lockhakt, 
Edwaxd  BAunroKTB. 

PauE  List,  1870.— Eaaaya :  A  prize  of  £10,  the  gift  of 
Lord  Wenloek,  for  the  beat  eaaay  on  the  advantagea  of  ateam 
cdtivation,  anid  the  heat  meana  of  inlarodnoing  it  into  the 
Club  district,  to  Mr.  Stables,  £irkbank,  Torkshiie. 

The  best  onltivated  fiurm.— Prize  to  Mr.  Trevor,  of  West- 
wood. 

The  best  cultivated  root  crops. — ^Prize  to  Mr.  Acton,  of 
Brockton. 

The  best  edtivated  root  crops  on  farms  not  exceeding  100 
>ens.-~FirBt  prize  to  Mr.  R.  Cooper,  Much  Wenlock :  second 
toMr.Mo«eton,WenIodc. 

The  best  managed  fenoes.— Prize  to  Mr.  G.  Lloyd,  of  Weat- 
wood. 

EiPO&T  or  TBI  OoKMiTnB,  1870.— Gentlemen :  The 
•ffebiated  £ad  of  Chatham,  when  Prime  Minister  of 
eogland,  once  reproved   n  mhwt^x  fpr  the  paucity 


of  his  despatches,  when  the  ambaaaador  excoaed  hirnadf 
br  saying  that  these  was  nothing  to  write  a  despatch  upon. 
Xour  committee,  on  this  occadon,  are  in  a  similar  podtion  to 
the  ambassador  in  having  little  to  report  to  vou ;  at  the  same 
time,  not  wishing  to  fall  under  your  censure  for  tadtumity,  we 
follow  our  usual  practice  by  making  that  little  known  to  you. 
Shortly  after  our  hist  anniversary  meeting  the  Shropshire 
Chamber  of  Agriculture  occupied  one  of  our  meetings  for  dis- 
onssion  by  holcung  thdr  diaeusdon  in  Wenlock.  A  very  large 
and  iwflMintial  meeting  was  the  result,  and  mattera  of 
the  higheat  importance  to  the  welfare  and  proeperity  of  agri- 
culture were  diacnaaed  with  a  freedom  and  ability  aeldom  or 
ever  excelled  at  any  of  our  meetinga,  and  your  committee  are 
happy  to  aay  that  the  reault  of  that  meeting  added  freah  laurela 
to  the  fame  of  tiie  Wenloek  Ffermera*  Club ;  at  the  aame  time 
the  diacuadon  at  that  meeting  ao  ezhanated  the  energy  of  our 
membera  that  we  have  only  been  enabled  to  hold  one  other 
meeting  during  the  year.  Lord  Wenlock.  at  our  laat  anniver- 
auy  meeting,  placed  the  anm  of  £10  in  the  handa  of  the  com- 
mittee to  be  offered  for  the  best  essay  on  the  advanta^  of 
steam  cultivation,  and  the  best  means  of  introducing  it  into 
the  Clnb  district.  Your  eommittee  regret  that  his  lordship's 
Uberality  and  laudable  anxiety  for  the  welfare  of  the  Club 
should  nave  been  so  feebly  responded  to,  only  one  paper  hav- 
ing been  recdved  by  the  committee.  This  paper  was  submitted 
to  Lord  Wenlock,  when  it  was  decided  to  award  it  the  prize. 
The  essayist  attended  a  meeting  in  June  to  read  his  paper,  but 
owin^  to  its  great  length  the  membera  were  preduded  from 
entennff  into  any  diacuaaioa  on  ita  menta,  and  your  eommittee 
regretthat  at  present  no  action  has  been  taken  in  the  matter. 
Lord  Wenlock's  liberal  offer  to  take  a  large  number  of  shares 
in  a  steam  cultivating  company  not  having  been  responded  to, 
this,  in  some  dsffree,  ma^  be  accounted  for  by  the  drcumstance 
that  our  original  and  pnndpal  members*  holdings  are  on  the 
Ludlow  rock  formation,  and  the  proximitv  of  the  rock  to  the 
surface  mi^es  deep  cultivation  impracticable ;  but  the  Hnghlev 
vdler  and  the  south  side  of  the  Corve  are  admirably  adapted 
for  the  steam  cultivator,  and  the  proprietors  of  these  dirtriots 
would  act  wisdy  by  affording  every  facility  and  assistance  to 
their  tenantry  by  intrododng  it  npon  thdr  respective  estates, 
as  the  result  cannot  fail  to  be  soccessfuL  Our  president  kindly 
offered  a  prize  of  £10  for  the  best  paper  on  the  most  desirable 
means  of  givins  security  to  tenants  for  capital  invested  in  the 
improvement  of  lands  and  buildings.    Only  one  paper  for  thia 

§nzo  was  sent  in,  which  being  submitted  to  the  preddent  and 
be  Editor  of  the  Mttrk  Lone  Bxprets^  was  pronounced  by 
those  gentlemen  as  not  of  snffident  merit  to  justify  the  prize 
bdng  awarded.  The  paper  was  returned  to  the  author,  with 
a  copy  of  the  judges'  report  Mr.Benson  places  the  iSlO  in 
the  hands  of  the  committee  to  be  offered  for  an  essay  next 
year.  J.  M.  Gaskell,  ISsq.,  having  withdrawn  his  name  as  a 
subscriber  of  £2  to  the  implement  prize,  A.  H.  Brown,  Esq., 
M.P.,  on  application,  kindly  consented  to  fill  up  the  gap.  The 
members  for  the  Southern  Bividon  of  the  county  having  re- 
newed thdr  prize  of  ^610  for  the  best  cultivated  farm,  three  com- 
petitors have  entered  the  list  The  awarding  of  this,  as  weU 
as  the  root  crop  and  fence  prizes,  was  placed  in  the  handa  of 
Mr.  Lockhart,  of  Culmimeton,  and  Mr.  Bainforth,  of  Monk- 
hopton,  whose  report  wili  be  read  befere  you.  Tour  com- 
mittee met  on  tiie  first  Monday  in  October  to  audit  the  ac- 
counts, when  a  balance  of  £2  19s.  Id.  was  declared  in  the 
treasnier's  hands,  and  arrears  of  subscriptions  owinv  amount- 
ing to  £12  16s.  Your  committee  cannot  dose  this  r^ort 
without  eameath  aolkiting  volunteers  to  oome  famm^sk 
eaden  of  9W  diKowiona)  meetings.   There  m  mt na  mlh 
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jeeti  now  ra^mring  the  eanieit  attention  of  this  old-ettabliBhed 
Clnb :  The  importetion  of  foreign  diBeaaeSyby  which  our  flocks 
and  herds  are  yearlj  decimated ;  the  bjostioe  and  ineqaality 
of  the  local  taxation  of  the  ooontrr ;  the  best  means  of  in- 
creasing the  home  sapplv  of  the  food  of  the  people^  and  mak- 
ing England  less  dependent  on  i  foreign  supply.    These  and 


other  questions  now  await  oonsideraHon  at  oar  hsnb;  ii4 
your  committee  hope  that  some  good  men  will,  dnnng  the  n- 
suin^  year  take  up  these  or  othn  sulgecte,  and  laise  cor  dts- 
cossional  business  to  its  fiDrmer  gltny*  Tovr  eomoiittee  be;  to 
congratulate  you  upon  theproraectof  Lnd  Acton's  seeeptuR 
of  the  prsiidenoj  of  our  Qub  ibr  the  ensuing  year. 


ROYAL    AGRICULTURAL    SOOIBTY    OF    ENGLAND. 


Monthly  Council:  Wednaday,  November  2. — 
Present — Lord  Vernon,  President,  in  iJie  chair :  the  Earl 
of  Lichfield,  Lord  Chesham,  Lord  Tredegar,  Lord  Wal- 
singham.  Sir  Watkin  Wynn,  Bart.,  M.P.;  Mr.  Amos, 
Mr.  Bamett,  Mr.  Booth,  Mr.  Bowly,  Mr.  Cantrell, 
Colonel  Ghalloner,  Mr.  Clayden,  Mr.  Dent,  M.P. ;  Mr. 
Brace,  Mr.  Edmonds,  Mr.  Brandreth  Gibbs,  Mr.  Holland, 
Mr.  Homsby,  Mr.  Wren  Hoskyns,  M.P.;  Colonel 
Kingscote,  M.P. ;  Mr.  Leeds,  Mr.  Milward,  Mr.  Pftin, 
Mr.  Randell,  Mr.  Bansome,  Mr.  Ridley,  M.P.;  Mr. 
Rigden,  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Thompson,  Bfr.  Torr,  Mr. 
Welby,  M.P. ;  Mr.  Wells,  M.P. ;  Professor  Simonds,  and 
Dr.  Yoelcker. 

Mr.  Henry  Chaplin,  M.P.,  Blankney,  Lincoln^  was 
elected  a  Govemor  of  the  Society. 
The  following  new  members  were  elected : 

Arnold,  William,  lichfleld  Street,  Tamworth. 

Baxter,  Benjamin,  ElsUok  Hall,  Skipton. 

Beckett,  Samuel,  Eodeston,  Chester. 

Boucher,  A.  E.,  Wolverley,  Kidderminster. 

Clerk,  Arthur,  The  Mead,  Chepstow. 

Davey,  J.  O.  Ellis,  Homingtoft,  Letcham. 

Dunlop,  Alexander  M.,  1,  Westminster  Chambers,  Vic- 
toria Street,  S.W. 

GUbey,  Walter,  HargraTC  Park,  Stanstead. 

HetherinKton,  B.  Bealj,  Park  Head,  SiUoth. 

Holman,  Stephen,  Spnng  Lodge,  Ealing. 

Howells,  J.  Lewis,  Blackwood,  Monmouth. 

Lovatt,  Henry,  Findifield  House,  Wolverhampton. 

Poole,  Commander  George,  LUmgynider,  Criekhowell. 

Shuttleworth,  Alfred,  Heivhlington,  Lincoln. 

Tangye,  Richard,  Cornwall  Works,  Birmingham. 

Townshend,  C.  Uniacke.  HaUey,  BnrlingtonRoad,  Dublin. 

Wall,  T.  Senior,  120,  Maida  Vale,  London. 

Ward,  T.  Johnson,  New  Lease.  Olveston,  Bristol 

Waterer,  Anthony,  Knapp  Hill,  Woking. 

Fin ANCXS.— Colonel  Kbgscote,  M.P.,  presented  the 
report,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  Secretary's 
receipts  during  the  past  three  months  had  been  duly 
eximined  by  the  committee,  and  by  Messrs.  Qnilter, 
Ball  and  Co.,  the  Society's  accountants,  and  found  correct. 
The  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  bankers  on  October  81 
was  £1,406  lOs.  4d.  The  quarterly  statement  of  sub- 
scriptions and  arrears  to  September  30,  and  the  quarterly 
cash  account,  were  kid  on  the  td^le.  The  arrears  then 
amounted  to  £1,803.  The  committee  recommend  that 
the  £1,800  now  at  deposit  be  transferred. to  the  current 
acoount.    This  report  was  adopted. 

Journal. — ^Mr.  Thompson  (chairman)  reported  that  it 
had  been  intimated  to  the  committee  as  highly  probable 
that  £200  will  be  offered  to  the  Society  by  gentlemen 
resident  in  Shropshire  and  Staffordshire  for  two  prizes  of 
£100  each  to  the  best  managed  arable  and  dairy  farms 
resnectively,  within  a  limited  distance  of  Wolverhampton ; 
and  that  the  committee,  therefore,  requested  the  Council 
to  decide  whether,  in  case  of  snch  offer  being  formally 
made,  the  committee  shall  be  at  liberty  to  announce  the 
willingness  of  the  Society  to  offer  second  prizes  of  £60 
each ;  also,  whether  the  conmiittee,  after  ascertaining  the 
views  of  the  subscribers,  shall  arrange  the  limits  of  the 
district  to  be  included,  and  the  other  conditions  of  com- 


petition.   It  was  also  reported  that  the  Society'i  pib- 
Jisher  had  received  a  lawyer's  letter  on  the  subject  cl  tk 
reflections  on  Messrs.  Bradbum  and  Co.  in  the  report  i 
the  Chemical  Conmiittee  lately  published,  and  tbt  tlie 
conunittee  recommended  that  they  be  autiiorifled  to  sup- 
port the  course  adopted  by  the  Chemical  Committtt. 
This  report  was  adopted.    A  conversation  followed,  ia  tk 
course  of  which  Mr.  Thompson  stated  that  the  apeoxs 
of  the  last  fiurm-prize  competition  amounted  to  about 
£325,  indadin^  tke  2nd  anii  8rd  prizes  ginn  by  tke 
Society.    Notwithstanding  this  ezpenditttie,  the  Iwaai 
Committee  had  recommended  that  the  scheme  be  csnied 
into  other  districts,  on  account  of  the  interest  of  the 
competition,  and  the  value  of  the  report  to  the  resdcn  cf 
the  Journal ;  and  Mr.  Thompson  particulariy  refentd  ^ 
Mr.  Kearv's  report  of   the    Oxford  Prize  Anns,  u 
showing  clearly  two  points— first,  that  the  lit  prized 
been  awarded  on  the  satisfiutoiy  ground  of  profiUUe 
fiurming,  and  not  to  a  model  &rm ;  and  secondly,  tkst 
the  profitable  cultivation  of  poor  land  like  thsi  of  tk 
stonebrash  was  to  be  done  by  a  lam  ezpenditnre.in  ake 
and  com.    He  also  remarked  that  Mr.  Keary  ksd  broi^t 
out  the  weak  points  in  the  various  fiurms  in  a  dev ,  bet 
unobjectionable,  manner.      The  £arl  of   lickfieU,  ia 
seconding  the  recommendation  of   the  committee,  ei- 
pressed  his  conviction  that  the  £200  would  be  niied  W 
the  landowners  of  the  two  counties,  and  his  sstis&ctia 
with  the  report  of  the  Oxford  competition.    Mr.  W.  J. 
£dmonds  gave  notice  that  in  December  he  would  oi^ 
that    the    sum  of  £10    be  voted    to  the  Cirea«eite 
Chamber  of  Agriculture,  for  the  purpose  of  ssibtiag  t% 
committee  to  canr  out,  in  ooi^unction  with  the  pro- 
fessors of  the  Royal  Agricultural  College,  msnoritl  uJ 
other  experiments  upon  com  and  root  crops. 

Showtakd  Contracts. — Mr.  Bandell  recited  tbt 
as  Mr.  Penny's  contract  expires  after  the  Wdverbttsptai 
meeting,  the  committee  reconmiended  that  a  general  tibk 
of  conditions  and  specifications,  prepared  by  the  snrfeytf, 
should  be  printed  under  his  direction,  and  sent  to  tk 
members  of  the  committee  for  their  considerstioo  bdbre 
the  December  Council  meeting ;  that  the  tenders  be  tla 
advertised  for,  and  that  they  be  sent  in  by  Janoaiy  ^\ 
to  be  opened  and  classed  by  the  surveyor  and  Mr.  RaoM 
who  wul  report  on  them  to  the  Febmaiy  meetisg  of  tk 
committee.  It  was  also  recommended  that  the  Btfisben 
tent  shall  be  made  aidlable,  with  aceonmiodatifla  ^ 
writing,  &c.,  during  the  whole  period  of  the  contir 
meeting ;  that  Messrs.  Buttons'  suggestion  to  keep  iq>- 
rate  the  stands  occupied  by  manure-mcrdiantsbesdoptek; 
and  that  the  surveyor  be  requested  to  proceed  to  Wolnr* 
hampton,  and  to  set  out  the  levelling  reqaiied  is  tk 
showyard  for  the  use  of  the  local  oommittee.~1^  i^^ 
waa  adopted. 

Ikplbmxnt.— Mr.  Thompson  reported  tktt  lero^ 
letters  had  been  received  finom  implement  mshri»  eor 
taiuing  suggestions  of  alterations  in  the  oooditiou  c 
competition  at  Wolverhampton,  which  hsd  been  test 
them  in  accordance  with  the  resolntioB  of  Coosnl  a 
August  last;  some  alight  alterations  had  ^e»  ■fjJT 
and  the  conditions,  as  revised,  were  lecsmae***  ^ 
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adoptioa  by  the  CoancU.  Tbe  committee  alao  recom- 
mended the  following  addition  to  ihe  priie  list,  viz. : 

For  the  bett  root  or  ttone  extnustor         £10 

The  committee  having  received  the  instmctions  of  the 
Cooneil  to  consider  what  prizea  ahoold  be  offered  for  im- 
plements and  machinery  employed  for  the  coltiyation  of 
nops,  they  recommended  the  offer  of  the  fonr  following 
prizes,  viz. : 

1.  Tot  the  best  machine  for  the  eoItiTstion  of  hop 

gardens,  to  supersede  manual  labour  ...    £20 

2.  For  the   best  machine  for  washing  the  hop 

plant  to  remore  the  aphis  blight    10 

S.  For  the  best  hop-presscr  10 

4.  For  any  other  improved  implement,  or  imple- 
ments, used  in  the  cultivation  or  manage- 
ment of  hops  10 

It  was  recommended  that  all  the  implements  entered  for 
trial  shall  be  in  the  yard  by  the  evening  of  Saturday, 
June  24,  and  other  articles  by  Tuesday  evening,  July  4. 
"With  reference  to  the  question  of  duplicates  the  com- 
mittee recommended  that  no  exhibitor  be  allowed  to 
enter  duplicates  of  the  same  article,  and  that  a  maximum 
£ne  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  declued  price,  and  a  mini- 
mnm  fine  of  £1,  be  imposed  for  each  article  exhibited  in 
breach  of  this  rule.  They  also  recommended  that  if  this 
rule  bead(mted,  the  regulations  affecting  misceUaneons 
articles  and  the  space  required  by  exhibitors  remain 
otherwise  as  heretofore.  It  wasT  also  recommended  that 
in  future  no  medal  be  awarded  to  any  implement  included 
in  the  quinquennial  rotation  which  is  not  placed  in  the 
classes  tried  at  that  meeting,  or  to  any  miscellaneous 
article  capable  of  trial,  until  it  has  been  subjected  to  such 
trial  as  the  stewards  may  direct ;  also  that  no  commen- 
dntions  of  miscellaneous  articles  be  made  by  the  judges. 
This  report  having  been  adopted,  a  vote  of  thanks  was 
nnanimously  offered  to  Mr.  John  Medworth,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Thompson,  for  the  classified  list  of  im- 
plements exhibited  at  Oxford,  prepared  by  him  for  the 
use  of  the  committee. 

Gensral  Wolvebhakfton. — ^Lord  Walsingham  re- 
ported the  recommendation  of  the  committee  that  the 
showrard  at  Wolverhampton  be  open  from  the  morning 
of  Monday,  July  10,  until  Saturdav  evening,  July  15,  at 
6  o'clock  mdusive,  and  that  the  implement  yard  alone 
be  open  to  members  and  the  public  on  Saturday,  July  8, 
during  the  usual  hours.  On  the  question  "that  this  re- 
port be  adopted"  being  put  to  the  Council,  a  discussion 
arose,  in  which  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Dent,  Mr.  lUgden, 
Mr.  Ransome,  Mr.  Amos,  Mr.  Booth,  and  Mr.  Wells, 
followed  by  Lord  Walsingham,  successively  opposed  the 
reoonamendation  of  the  committee,  on  the  ground  that 
exhibitors  objected  to  their  stock  being  so  long  awayfirom 
home,  that  the  actnal  receipts,  aa  proved  by  the  ex- 
perience gained  by  trying  the  two  pkns  at  other  large 
towns  (Manchester,  Leeds,  and  Newcastle  especially) 
were  not  much  increased  by  the  extra  day,  while  the  ex- 
pense to  the  Society  was  considerably  enlunced,  and  that 
to  the  extension  of  the  Society's  show  for  so  long  a  period 
aa  even  five  days  is  to  be  attributed  the  smaU  show  of 
horses  which  characterised  the  Society's  meetings.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  was  urged  by  Lord  Lichfield,  who  had 
proposed  the  additional  day  in  committee,  as  well  aa  by 
Mr.  Torr  and  Mr.  Randall,  that  Saturday  waa  the  only 
day  on  which  the  working-dassee  eonld  visit  the  show- 
yard.  Ultimately  it  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Thompson, 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  Dent,  "That  the  showyard  at  Wol- 
▼erhampton  shall  be  open  on  the  same  days  as  at  Oxford." 
The  amendment  having  been  put  from  the  chair,  it  was 
carried  by  22  votes  against  7,  subject  to  which  the  report 
of  the  committee  was  adopted< 


Stock  Prizes. — Lord  Walsingham  presented  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  embodying  the  first  draft  of  the 
stock  prize-sheet  for  the  forthcoming  Wolverhampton 
meeting.  After  some  discussion,  the  report  waa  received, 
and  referred  back  to  the  committee  with  some  sngges- 
tions  for  their  consideration,  and  resolutions  for  incono- 
ration  in  the  regulations  of  the  prise-sheet,  namely: 
It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Booth,  seconded  by  Mr.  Torr,  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Bowly  and  Lord  Walsingham,  and  carried 
unanimously,  **  That  each  animal  entered  in  the  Short- 
horn classes  shall  be  certified  by  the  exhibitor  to  have  not 
less  than  four  crosses  of  Shorthorn  blood,  which  are 
registered  in  the  Herd  Book." 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Milward  it  waa  resolved  that  in 
the  pony  chisses  the  height  should  be  altered  from  14.2 
to  14  hands,  and  that  the  classes  immediately  above  them 
should  range  from  14  hands  to  15.2. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Dent,  in  conformity  with  the 
resolution  passed  at  the  June  Council,  that  prizes  of  £10 
and  £5  be  offered  for  the  best  and  second  brat  mule,  irre- 
spective of  age  and  sex.  This  motion  having  been  se- 
conded by  Lord  Chesham,  and  commented  on  by  Mr. 
Pain,  Mr.  Randall,  and  otiier  members  of  the  Council, 
was  put  to  the  vote,  when  there  appeared  eight  for  it  and 
the  same  number  against  it.  The  President  thereupon 
gave  his  casting  vote  againet  the  proposal. 

Mr.  Milward  gave  notice  that  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Council  he  would  move,  "  That  the  resolution  of 
June  1,  respecting  prizes  for  mules  and  asses,  be 
rescinded." 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  W.  W.  Wynn  it  was  resolved 
that  the  consideration  of  the  Stock  Frizes  Committee  be 
directed  to  the  question  whether  prizes  may  not  be  given 
to  Cheriot  and  other  mountain  sheep ;  and  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  Col.  Kingsoote,  M.P.,  the  Stock  Prizes  Committee 
were  requested  to  consider  whether  it  is  not  expedient 
that  in  the  classes  for  "mare  in  foal,  or  with  foal  at 
foot,"  the  sire  of  the  foal,  as  well  aa  the  sire  of  the  mare, 
should  be  given  on  the  certificate  of  entry. 

A  memorial  from  some  breeders  of  Berkshire  pigs  waa 
also  referred  to  the  Stock  Prizes  Committee. 

Education. — ^Mr.  HoUand  (chairman)  reported  that 
the  committee  made  application  for  the  renewal  of  the 
education  grant  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  in  the  event  of 
its  being  granted  they  recommended  the  following  altera- 
tions in  the  Society's  previous  regulations : 

1.  That  the  next  examination  ihonld  eommenoe  on  Tuesday, 

April  18. 1871. 

2.  That  the  forms  of  entry,  dnljr  filled  up,  together  with  a 

certificate  of  general  education,  must  be  forwarded  to 
the  secratai^  by  March  1, 1871. 

8.  That  no  candidate  shsll  be  eligible  for  the  Society's  prizes 
who  has  completed  his  21st  year  prerions  to  the  said 
March  1 ;  bat  that  any  oanoidate,  inespective  of  age, 
may  compete  for  the  Society's  certificates. 

4.  That  the  prises  for  aggregate  merit,  to  be  awarded  to 
sucoessfol  candidates  who  are  eligible  and  are  plaeed 
inthefixstdass,  shallbe:  lit  prize,  £25;  2nd,  £10; 
8rd,£6. 

This  report  having  been  adopted,  the  edooattoii  giant 
waa  renewed  for  the  year  1 871. 

A  letter  was  read  firom  Mr.  Alfred  Bogers  on  the  sub- 
ject of  inspection  of  shearing. 

The  Earl  of  Lichfield  gave  notice,  that  at  the  next 
monthly  Council  he  would  move:  "That  in  sdeeting 
a  town  for  the  holding  of  the  exhibition  of  1872  the 
plan  of  the  Bath  and  West  of  England  Sooiety  be 
adopted." 

The  December  general  meeting  was  ordered  to  be  held 
on  Thiusdayi  the  8th  proiimO|  at  12  (noon)« 
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At  the  qoaxterlj  meetiiiff  held  in  Ajr,  Mr.  B.  M.  Cuhnimg- 
HAMX,  Shields,  prasideiit  <n  the  Clab,  in  the  chair,  said :  Dar- 
ing the  three  months  which  ha?e  elapied  tince  we  last  met 
together,  some  of  the  most  important  of  our  farming  opera- 
tions hare  been  accompbshed  onder  yery  &?oarable  anspioes 
as  regards  weather.  About  the  time  of  our  last  quarterly 
meeting  the  hay  hanrest  commenced,  and  whether  or  not  any 
of  it  was  cured  according  to  the  method  described  hy  oar 
friend  Mr.  Dalglish  in  his  yaluable  paper,  there  has  certainly 
been  one  of  the  bulkiest  crops  of  hay  oyer  grown  in  Ayrshire 
secured  in  excellent  condition.  I  had  occasion  to  trayel 
through  part  of  the  higher  districts  about  that  time,  and  it 
was  very  pleasing  to  see  the  Various  fields  and  meadows  thicklv 
studded  with  ricks  of  beautiful  green  succulent  hay,  which 
must  prove  not  only  profitable  to  the  owners,  but  also  Teiy 
palatable  to  those  animals  who  are  privileged  to  oonsame  it. 
Scaroelv  was  hay  work  over  when  the  com  harvest  commenced, 
and  I  tnink  I  may  safely  say  that  seldom  if  ever  have  we  in  this 

{irecarions  climate  experienced  a  more  favourable  time  both 
or  cutting  and  carrying  the  grain,  and  most  assuredly  both  in 
high  and  low  districts  a  bulky  oat  crop  (which  is  tne  staple 
one)  has  been  gathered  in  first-rate  oraer.  Then  again  the 
potato  harvest  has  also  just  been  oondaded  under  equally  fii- 
Tourable  circumstances  as  the  hay  and  com,  so  that,  altogether, 
the  prevailing  weather  during  the  past  summer  and  antomn, 
has  admirably  suited  both  tne  high  and  lowlands  of  this 
county ;  and  the  various  crops,  whether  of  grass,  grain,  or 
roots,  will  contrast  favourablv  with  most  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  Then  again,  gentlemen,  during  these  same  past 
throB  months,  there  has  b^n  a  fearful  war  raging  on  the  con- 
tinent ;  the  horrid  scenes  of  bloodshed  and  carnage  to  human 
life  it  is  painful  even  to  read  of,  and  thougli  it  should  soon 
now  terminate,  which,  we  sincerely  hope  it  wHH,  the  sufferings 
and  misery  it  has  caused  will  not  soon  be  effaced.  Seeinj; 
then  that  we  here  are  in  the  full  e^jojment  of  these  inesti- 
mable h\eaamf^,p€aee  auApleniyy  there  is  surely  special  cause 
for  our  rendering  praise  and  gratitude  tb  the  bountiful  Qiver  of 
all  good.  I  now  be?  to  call  on  Mr.  Peter  Murdoch,  Hole- 
house,  who  has  kindly  agreed  to  read  a  paper  on  '^farm 
Fences :  their  Erection  and  Management.** 

Mr.  Murdoch  said:  My  experience  in  the  erection  of 
fences  has  been  so  very  limited,  and  my  style  of  managing 
them  has  been  so  unworthy  of  imitation,  that  I  feel  ill  ouali- 
fied  to  do  the  subject  the  justice  it  deserves,  and  I  have,  there- 
fore, to  crave  jfour  indulffsnce  in  respect  of  my  shortcomings. 
After  making  some  investigation  lately  into  the  state  of  tsSm 
fences  in  this  district,  I  am  sorrv  to  say  I  find  they  are  in  any- 
thing but  a  good  condition.  Tiie  hedge  fences,  as  a  rule,  are 
full  of  gaps ;  while  dead  and -half-dead  thorns  are  very  numer- 
ous. There  are  a  great  manv  good  stone  fences,  but  the  ma- 
jority are  in  a  kind  of  tumble-down  position,  and  in  much 
need  of  being  rebuilt.     No  branch  of  agriculture  seems  at 


present  so  much  neglected  as  the  management  of  fences.  They 
seem  indeed  in  many  cases  to  have  been  left  to  take  care  of 
themselves.  Yet  nothing  is  of  more  importacce  than  good 
fences,  and  nothing  gives  more  trouble  and  annoyance  to  the 
farmer  than  bad  ones.  The  origin  of  fencing  is  believed  to 
be  a  very  ancient  one,  but  into  that  question  I  do  not  purpose 
to  enter,  though  ^e  study  might  be  an  interestinff  one.  The 
general  division  of  land,  however,  into  endoaures  by  means  of 
Fences  seem  to  have  been  a  recent  one  in  this  country.  In 
Ayrshire,  probably,  all  the  present  fencing  was  erected  within 
the  last  100  years.  Indeed,  I  have  spoken  with  old  people 
who  remember  when  a  person  could,  and  did,  ride  miles  and 
milM  straight  through  the  country  without  coming  in  contact 
with  more  tlian  one  or  two.  Not  unlikely  the  first  attempt  at 
fe^dng  was  directed  towards  lueping  crummie  out  of  the  toiil- 
yard.  In  early  times,  rivers,  burns,  and  other  convenient 
marks  were  used  as  boundarv  lines,  both  between  different 
proprietors  and  farmers.  Still  in  some  eases  marches  seem  to 
have  been  very  badly  defined  or  fixed,  and  disputes  ftequentiy 


arose  in  oonseqnenoa.  It  is  Sir  Walter  Seott,  I  ttisk,  iIm 
tells  a  rather  amusing  story  of  two  Highland  hurds,vlio« 
march  seems  to  have  oeen  so  indistinct  or  badly  defLsed  tbt 
it  came  to  be  lost  altogether,  and  gave  rise  to  the  qsotiaB 
seriously  disputed,  where  it  originally  was  P  fiat  being  Hig^ 
landmen,  their  ingenuity  was  equal  to  the  difficoltj.  Each 
agreed  to  sdect  an  old  man  of  a  certain  age,  to  trsTd  firm 
certain  opposite  points  on  a  given  day,  till  tney  should  siee^ 
and  the  place  of  meeting,  it  was  agreed,  should  be  the  bosod- 
ary  in  future.  BingorDoondaiTMnoes  seem  to  have  bees  the 
fint  in  nse  to  any  extent.  They  were  often  sncted  villi 
stones,  but  were  rudely  constructed.  More  fieqneatij,  I 
think,  they  were  formed  of  earth,  or  cot  t«r^  sad  vtn 
known  as  turf-dykes.  Numerous  traces  of  both  are  itiQ 
^sible,  especially  in  the  upland  districts  of  the  conntj.  As 
the  erection  of  fences  hu  been  ahnady  all  bat  eosipM 
in  some  form  or  other,  by  our  industrious,  if  not  fa;  o- 
lightened  fore&thers,  it  appears  to  me  (hat  onlea  «e  m 

Sing  to  root  oat  or  reboild  a  mamber  of  ooi  oU  bid 
loesy  we  have  more  need  to  study  the  best  methodof  nsfl* 
vating  or  improving  existinr  ones.  I  intend  ssyisg  i  fev 
words  on  this,  however,  bdore  finishing.  There  are  time 
kinds  of  fences  in  general  use  amongst  us,  namely,  tiigrs, 
stone,  and  wire  ones.  Paling  and  flakes  are  slao  sKd,  bet 
only  as  temporary  or  moveable  ones.  A  gentknan  vitli 
whom  we  were  in  conversation  the  other  da^r,  suggested  tiiere 
was  stiU  another  kind  of  fence,  and  whieh,  if  he  is  ligbt,  is 
about  the  best  and  most  reliable  of  alL  It  is,  in  &et,  s  loco- 
motive one,  that  can  be  moved  at  pleasure,  with  the  poser  of 
action  within  itself;  and  which  heealled  a^'he^d.'*  Tfaati 
herd  is  a  fence  we  cannot  see,  but  we  at  onoe  admit  tlie  b«- 
fulness  and  trustworthiness  in  general  of  such  lerrsBts.  As 
there  are  no  kinds  of  fences  so  common  in  our  coltirited  Js- 
tricts  as  thorn  ones,  we  shall  consider  their  erection  and  ai- 
naij^ent  first  First  of  all,  let  ns  see  what  are  the  ebnc- 
tensties  and  points  of  a  good  hedge.  I  think  they  are  inr- 
netrabili^,  regularity,  and  occupancy  of  the  leaiA  ^» 
space.  How,  then,  best  to  attam  these  ends  sre  pouti  br 
our  consideration.  We  must,  of  course,  fint  plant  s^^ 
next  nnrse  and  train  it  well,  and  then,  if  we  have  ssceeedod 
in  erecting  a  good  fbnce,  the  last  bat  not  least  isipoitaBt  nit' 
ter  is  to  keep  it  so  permanently.  Bat,  again,  hov  tbeie  de- 
sirable ends  can  be  easieit  aocomplished  is  rather  a  silgert  « 
dispute,  and  one  about  which  I  nave  no  decided  o|iinioa.  u 
the  planting  of  hedges  two  methods  are  pomed.  Oseuto 
plant  the  young  thorns,  or  quicks  as  they  are  eoDno&lf 
called,  on  the  brow  of  an  c 
of  keepiuff  the  roots  of  the , 

from  the  oitch  being  heaped    ,- 

rest  of  the  plants.  From  the  depth  of  the  ditch,  thii  covwb^ 
is  mostly  composed  of  subsoil  matter.  A  fimoe  of  this  1^ 
will  take  up  1  stretch  of  land  6  or  7  feet  broad.  The(^ 
method  is  that  of  planting  on  the  snrfee^  or  flat  u  «» 
oaUed.  When  this  mode  is  adopted,,  the  intended  iJ^M 
should  be  deeply  dug  or  trenched  to  a  width  of  SO  iBeoM,tt^ 
also  a  little  raised  above  the  general  level  by  throrisg  s)tf 
extra  soil  on  it,  six  months  or  so  before  the  phnts  ve|^  ^ 
Either  of  these  modes  may  be  adopted,  according  to  pwrtrf 
or  circumstances,  and,  il^  I  may  ventare  as  opuiioa  on  »» 
relative  merits,  I  would  nrefer  the  latter.  On  good  diy  «*» 
it  seems  to  me  to  eaose  little  difEsrenee  whieh  way  tM  «» 
is  done.  Planting  on  the  snrfeoe  takes  op  maoh  ka  iF^^ 
the  least  expensive  method,  and,  with  equal  soasadstteM 
will  produce  a  fence  equaUy  good.  IntheoldditduBf?^ 
the  ditches  were  made  so  la^  that  they  m^^^  ^ 
only  a  waste  of  land,  but  a  positive  im'uiy  to  txie  hedge  »|^ 
By  having  a  deep  ditch  on  one  side,  ttie  roots  an  not  o&?|^ 
forced  to  take  one  direction,  but  they  ilso  soon  get  1^ 
consequence  of  the  earth  llUling  down  k  wiafsr  w  *T 
ened  by  frosts  or  raini.    Again,  from  Wng^ttted  «  "^ 
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of  poor,  ooU  sabaoil  olay,  the  pUata  hare  a  hard  Btraggle  to 
live  at  alL    The  most  fiiToared  may  indeed  Bocoeed  in  throw- 
ing: oat  a  fev  new  slu)oti  annoaUj,  bat  lar  more  only  leayee, 
while  not  a  few  anaaall^  give  ap  attempting  either.    Unless 
when  nmning  water  re«^aues  to  be  sent  downthe  ditch,  I  woald 
tednee  the  aiae  of  the  ditch  as  moch  as  possible.    Anr  saiiaoe 
water  is  moch  better  carried  off  by  drains,  one  of  which  shoold 
always  be  qaite  dose  to  the  hedge.     In  apUnd  districts,  with 
cold  wet  land,  hedges  shoold  never  be  attempted.    I  have 
never  seen  them  sooeeed.    Hedges  may  be  planted  with  vari. 
one  kinds  of  plants,  either  singly  or  mixeo,  sneh  as  white- 
thorn, crab-tree,  prirot,  and  beeoh.    White-thorn  is  mostly 
used  alone,  thoagh  I  like  a  mixtare  better.    I  woald  say  that 
•  hedge  fence  coald  not  be  planted  and  fenced  on  eaca  side 
under  Is.  or  Is.  2d.  per  ^ard.    In  the  rearing  and  training  of 
young  hedges,  it  is  indimensable  that  they  sbonld  be^pt 
dean,  and  well  defended  by  gnard  fsnoes  of  some  kind.    I 
would  be  in  fitvoar  of  wire  ones  for  this  pnrpose.    It  is 
neeessaiy  also  that  thm  shoold  be  trimmed  oocamooally,  and 
hioaght  into  fom.    X  would  not  cut  a  yoong  hedge  before 
the  second  or  third  year.    I  woaM  then  cot  both  ttie  breast 
and  top-shoots,  and  gi?e  it  the  wedge  or  A  form— broad  at 
tho  bottom  and  narrow  at  the  top^leavinff  it  abont  two 
fiMfc  high.    I  think  many  of  onr  heoges  are  trmimed  too  nar- 
row at  the  bottom  to  mm  secure  fences.    I  woald  afterwards 
trim  them  ereiy  second  year  for  the  next  6  or  8  years,  at  each 
cutting  allowing  them  to  rise  in  haight  6  or  8  inches,  accord- 
ing to  the  progress  they  made.    By  this  means,  at  the  «id 
of  8  or  10  years  I  woald  have  a  ^ood  fence  from  4  to  6  feet 
lugh,  and  be  able  to  diqwnse  with  the  goard  or  temporary 
Iweing  altogether.     I  am  aware  many  treat  their  yoong 
iMdgea  differently,  and  that  even  a  few  never  cot  them  at  alL 
Many  are  in  Ikvoar  of  trimnung  every  year,  while  some  prefer 
one  shape  and  some  another.    In  reading  a  diwossion  on  this 
Bnbject---that  took  place  in  En^^and  some  time  ago— I  ob- 
served one  of  the  speakers,  a  proprietor,  contended  that  a  hedge 
should  be  trained  tOl  it  was  6  feet  broad  at  the  bottom,  and 
he  ended  by  showiup  what  eieellent  protection  sach  a  unoe 
afforded  to  game.    This  seems  rather  an  unneeessaiy  waste  of 
land.    Still,  in  looking  at  our  best  trimmed  hedges^  I  think 
we  are  the  other  way.    Land,  no  doubt,  is  valnahb,  but  good 
fences  more  so.    In  the  after  manunment  of  hedge  jGuumo 
there  are  vsrieos  systems  pnrsaed.    The  first  is  to  eut  the 
fence  annually;  the  second,  to  cot  it  oocanonally;  and  the 
third,  which  can  only  throngh  oonrtesj  be  called  a  system,  is 
to  leave  it  alone  altogether.    The  first  gives  the  fence  a  veiy 
neat  and  tidy  appearance,  and  those  who  practise  the  system 
consider  the  hedge  thrives  best  under  such  treatment.    This 
muT  be  called  the  advanced  system    The  seoond,  thoagh  less 
in  nvour,  has  most  foUowers,  and  is  the  one  to  which  I  be- 
long, both  in  iaith  and  practice.    In  comparing  these  two 
methods,  I  admit  nothing  gives  a  finer  appearance  to  a  fium 
than  good,  weil-trimmed  hedges,  yet,  genendly  speaUng,  much 
depends  on  whether  you  have  a  porely  cropping  or  grasing 
farm,  and  whether  you  are  in  a  high,  unsheltered  sitaauon  or 
not.    Besides,  from  all  I  can  see,  these  flndy  trimmed  hedges 
are  frequently  more  open  and  bare  at  the  bottom,  however 
eloae  thejr  may  be  at  the  top,  and  are  also  in  a  less  healthy 
and  thriving  state  than  those  only  cut  eveir  second  or  tidrd 
year.     Altogether  there  is  more  beauty  than  utility ;  more 
abow  than  sobstanoe ;  and  more  expense  than  beneilt  about 
regtMj  trimmed  fences.    I  will  now  leave  the  respective 
merits  of  these  two  methods  to  be  more  fully  brought  out  in 
the  discussion,  and  would  only  remark  on  the  third,  or  let>weU- 
nlone  system,  and  that  with  a  view  of  mitisating  that  wrath 
to  whidi  I  may  be  exposed  from  those  who  ioUow  i^  that  such 
fences  alone  produce  that  splmdid  show  of  milk-white  blossom 
which  so  much  adorns  the  landscape,  pleases  the  eye,inspirBs 
the  ^oet^  and  perfdmes  the  passing  Dreexcb  while  they  alw 
provide  a  shady  retreat  for  cattie  from  the  sammer  sun, 
and  a  cosv  shelter  from  the  wintry  bbst.    Hedges,  however 
well  or  ill  kept,  on  a  cropping  ferm,  generally  overgrow  thon- 
eelves  in  a  longer  or  shorter  period.    There  is  then  no  other 
w»7  of  renewing  it  but  that  of  cutting  it  in  or  ribbing  it,  and 
allowing  it  to  luke  new  wood  all  over.    Either  one  or  both 
aides  may  be  eat.  according  to  drcamstances.    When  both 
aides  are  cut,  the  height  may  be  brought  down  to  about  S  feet. 
Cutting  of  this  kind  ought  always  to  be  done  when  the  fields 
on  each  side  of  the  hedn  are  under  crop.    If  orop  should  only 
^9Q  one  fide  of  the  hedge,  then  I  wQold  onljr  rib  th«t  nde^ 


leaving  the  other  till  a  similar  opportunity  occorred,  so  as  to 
prevent  having  it  damaged  by  cattle.    la  nbbing  a  hedge,  the 
cuts  should  all  be  carefolly  made   upwaids,  and  the  side 
branches  cut  pretl^  close  to  the  main  standard.    Catting  may 
be  done  anv  tune  between  November  and  April.    This  method 
will  generally  restore  an  ordinary  hedge,  but  something  more 
is  needed  to  restore  our  really  bad  ones,  the  handiwork  of  oar 
predecessors,  spoken  off  before.    As  perhaps  nearly  one-half 
of  our  hedges  are  of  this  character,  the  tasx  is  a  difficult  and 
expensive  one.    With  not  a  (ew,  I  am  convinced  by  &r  the 
best  plan  would  be  to  root  out  the  old  plants  altogether, 
and  plant  new  ones  a  short  distanoe  from  the  old  situation. 
In  endeavouring  to  improve  old  hedges,  a  vexv  good  method 
is  to  cat  them  about  6  inches  from  the  ground,  clean  out  all 
the  old  rubbish,  dig  along  the  back  of  the  hedge,  and  plant 
the  gaps  with  good  strong  young  pknts.    I  would  prefer  beech 
ones  for  this  work.    Another  pbui,  called  plashing,  sometimes 
succeeds  veiy  well ;  where  there  is  plenty  of  wood,  a  branch 
is  hud  down  from  each  side  of  the  gap  whence  the  fence  is 
being  cut^  so  that  the  two  shall  meet  in  the  centre.    They  are 
then  festened  to  the  ^und  by  a  peg.    When  gaps  are  very 
wide,  however,  there  is  no  alternauve  but  to  fill  with  pknts, 
and  when  the  soil  is  poor,  a  little  dung  or  rich  earth  may 
be  applied  to  advanta^     I  have  got  another  and  an  en- 
tirely new  plan  to  brinff  before  jour  notice,  and  though  a 
somewhat  novel  one,  and  one  which  you  mav  be  at  first  dis- 
posed to  smile  at,  nevertheless  I  will  state  it.    It  is  simply 
this,  when  you  have  an  old  hedge  of  the  nature  I  have  bwn 
describing,  allow  a  good  quantity  of  old  grass  and  under-growth 
to  collect  about  it ;  some  good  Maroh  day  set  fire  to  it,  and 
give  the  old  half-dead  steins  a  good  soorehing.    They  will, 
though  apparently  half  burnt  up,  send  out  numerous  fine 
strong  healthy  shoots— the  basis  of  a  new  and  better  hedce. 
I  saw  a  rather  extensive  instance  of  this  kind  of  renovation 
hUely.    A  neighbour  of  mine,  who  ferms  his  own  lands,  had 
two  or  three  fields  which  had  neither  been  grazed  nor  cut  for 
the  hut  three  years,  and  which  were  accidentally  burnt  down 
last  spring.    As  the  amount  of  combustible  matter  was  con- 
siderably the  hedges  were  much  burnt,  and  seemed  all  but 
destroyed.    Now,  however,  beautiful  long  healthy  sprouts  may 
be  seen  growing  from  the  roots  of  the  oU  plants,  and  while 
some  of  the  old  pknts  are  seemingly  dead  in  the  tops,  the 
greatest  number  are  still  alive.    If  tne  old  thorns  were  now 
cut  down,  I  believe  the  hedges  would  be  vastly  improved. 
Whether  equally  good  results  would  fellow  evexy  such  method, 
I  don't  pretend  to  say.    Everyone  is  at  liberty  to  think  as  he 
nleases  abont  the  matter.    We  have  now  done  with  hedge 
mnces.    In  upUnd  districts,  or  where  the  soil  is  cold,  damp,  or 
poor,  by  &r  the  best  fisnce  is  to  use  ii  a  stone  one.    It  makes, 
indeed,  a  good  fence  on  any  hrm^  and  for  grazing  land  or 
march  boondanr  it  u  invaluable.    In  ereetmg  a  dxy  stone 
fence,  care  should  be  taken  to  provide  good  large  stones  for 
the  fbands.    The  larger  the  stones,  the  stronger  the  fence  will 
be.    It  is  impossible  to  obtain  hige  stones  to  buihl  all  the 
fence  stn{^,  but  I  would  have  the  huts  or  double  parts  short- 
not  more  than  4  or  5  fiset.    I  consider  a  dyke  built  solely  with 
amall  stones  at  the  bottom  aperfect  waste  of  time  and  money. 
Five  feet  is  a  very  sood  height  for  a  fence  of  this  sort^  and  If 
well  boilt  and  limed  on  the  top,  it  will  last  a  lifetime.    As  to 
the  cost,  much  depends  on  the  distance  the  stones  have  to  be 
driven;    They  are  geneially,  however,  driven  by  the  fermer. 
The  building  itself  may  be  done  at  from  9d.  to  is.  per  yard. 
There  are  many  of  our  old  stone  dvkes  in  much  need  of  being 
rebuilt^  and  that  operation  can  be  done  for  a  similar  sum, 
while  only  a  few  adcutional  stones  are  needed.    A  stone  dykcL 
when  erected,  is  a  fence  which  at  once  gives  good  shelter,  ana 
entails  almost  no  expense  on  the  fermer  afterwards  for  repmn^ 
unless,  indeed,  it  should  be  fevoured  with  a  passing  visit 
occasionally  from  our  hunting  gentiy ;  and  then,  though  there 
should  be  a  few  gans  to  build  np,  the  honour  of  having  to  do 
so  is  considered  to  be  ample  recompense  for  the  trouble.    The 
fermer,  besides,  has  the  unspeakable  gratification  of  seeing 
how  qoickly  some  can  dismoont  and  poll  it  down ;  or,  better 
still,  the  noble  chance  of  being  oflived  a  shilling  to  do  it 
himself;  or,  still  further,  bemg  astonished  at  the  style  in 
which  each  afterwards  charges  and  clears  the  fisw  remaining 
atones.    In  some  places  gates  have  been  wisely  ^ut  np  to 
prevent  such  things  taking  place.    On  the  estate  with  which 
I  va  ooiweeted,  this  has  beenjnrtiaUy  done,  end  the  results 
bare  been  ?e7  MtiiMory.  Tne  iMt  desoription  of  Umnf 
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we  have  to  consider  is  wire  fencing.  It  makes  a  good  fair 
fence,  is  cheaply  and  easily  erected,  occupies  little  epcuse,  and 
when  well  pat  np  keeps  in  cattle  or  sheep  well.  When  it  is 
intended  to  be  used  as  a  permanent  fence,  cood  strong  wire 
and  posts  should  he  nsed,  otherwise  cattle  wul  soon  break  or 
ii^nre  it.  It  may  be  erected  at  a  cost  of  from  8d.  to  Is.  jm 
yud,  aocordinff  to  the  strength  and  nnmber  of  wires,  and  size 
of  posts  nsed.  Bailway  Companies  are  adopting  wire  in 
preference  to  thorn  and  wood  fences.  I  have  now  endeavonred 
to  bring  forward  and  give  an  opinion  on  most  of  the  points 
relating  to  the  different  Idnds  of  &rm  fences,  and  the  various 
modes  of  erecting  and  managing  them ;  and  while  conscious 
that  I  have  not  been  able  to  invest  mv  subject  with  as  much 
interest,  or  famish  it  with  so  mnch  inrormation  as  might  liave 
been  the  case  in  abler  hands,  yet  I  have  no  doubt  what  is 
wanting  in  these  respects  will  be  amply  supplied  in  the  eourse 
of  the  after  discassion. 

Mr.  CuN NHVOHAHX  (Chapdton)  thought  hedges^  after  they 
were  a  few  years  old,  were  greatiy  improved  and  mvigorated 
bv  being  dressed  annnallv,  and  he  believed  this  system  was 
also  the  most  economical.  To  give  vigour  to  thorns  after 
being  pknted,  he  thought  manore  of  some  description  should 
always  be  put  in.  He  was  very  well  pleased  with  stone  fences, 
though  to  render  them  complete  thcro  should  be  a  wire  put 
along  the  top  of  them.  He  did  not  know  whether  this  would 
be  an  advantafle  to  the  fox-hunters ;  but  wherever  there  was 
a  wire  across  uie  top  of  a  stone  fence  the  wall  lasted  bnger, 
for  people  were  not  so  apt  to  go  across  it  He  thouffht  wire 
fences  were  too  open  for  our  northern  dimate,  ana  unless 
where  done  with  iron  standards,  they  were  very  pHsrishable. 
He  thought  Mr.  Murdoch  should  have  taken  notice  of  the 
necessity  of  having  good  farm  gates.  In  his  part  of  the 
country,  he  was  sorry  to  sa^,  there  was  oot  one  good  gate  in  a 
hundred.  Generally  speaking,  it  cost  as  much  trouble  to  open 
a  gate  as  to  take  down  a  djke.  It  was  one  of  the  surest  tests 
of  good  management  to  see  the  fences  and  gates  on  a  &rm  in 
good  order. 

Mr.  Caldwell  (Knoekshoegle)  said  his  experience  had 
been  confined  to  thorn  fences  alone.  There  used  to  be  an  idea 
that  the  thriving  of  a  hedge  depcoided  on  whether  or  not  it 
was  i|lanted  to  lace  the  sun ;  but  he  believed  there  was  nothing 
in  this.  The  great  secret  of  its  growth,  he  believed,  was  to 
put  its  back  to  the  hill,  and  then  the  rootlets  fed  into  the 
rising  land.  Where  a  hedge  had  been  pknted  with  its  back 
downhill,  and  became  weakly,  it  helped  it  to  put  a  tile  in  the 
ditch,  and  bring  the  soil  to  the  level  of  the  roots.  Sometimes 
hedges  got  into  a  sort  of  diseased  state ;  and  he  thought  in 
snch  cases  a  crab  thorn  was  the  best  to  fill  np  the  gaps.  It 
would  grov  often  where  beech  or  other  thorns  would  not  grow. 

Mr.  BoNX  (East  Sanquhar),  said  both  the  altitude  and  situ- 
ation of  thorn  fences  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  their  growth. 
7or  instance,  in  situations  within  three  or  four  miles  of  the 
sea,  such  as  some  of  them  were  pkced  in,  hedges,  more  par- 
ticuUrly  those  with  their  broadsides  to  the  sea,  were  invariably 
iigured  by  the  storms  and  the  sea  spray.  This  was  partioukrhr 
the  ease  where  the  subsoil  was  lignt.  In  many  such  cases  it 
would  be  better  if  some  other  kind  of  fenaa  could  be  substi- 
tuted; for  fill  the  npsasthey  might^  the  hedge  proved  a 
feilare.  He  rememboed  onoe  cartug  a  qoantiW  of  baUast 
bronght  over  by  Irish  vessels  to  the  harbour,  ana  putting  it 
along  the  back  of  a  hedge  which  had  benn  to  oanker.  It  did 
good  for  a  time,  but  portions  of  the  hedge  were  again  dying 
oat,  and  it  seemed  that  nothing  would  cure  it.  His  enerienoe 
was  that  the  hedgjeB  were  easier  kcfA  in  higher  altitnoes  than 
in  the  lower  districts  near  the  sea. 

Mr.  Whttx  (East  Baws),  said  this  was  a  subject  that  de- 
manded more  attention  than  it  had  received.  A  well  kept 
fence  improved  the  look  of  a  farm  veiy  materially ;  andfermera 
oo^ht  to  get  a  considerable  amount  of  encouragement  from 
their  proprietors  to  attend  to  the  fences  and  gates,  as  thi^  gave 
an  estate  quite  a  different  appearance  when  profwrly  attended 
to.  In  the  district  he  came  from  the  hedges  were  not  particu- 
larly ffood.  They  had  had  their  origin  at  a  rather  early  date,  be- 
fore the  oountiry  prssented  the  appearance  it  did  now  ;  and 
some  might  think  they  owed  their  arrangement  to  some  awk- 
^a«  jd«Mof  the  managers  of  the  soil  at  that  time.  But  it 
should  be  remembered  that  in  those  days  the  country  was  apt 
during  winter  to  be  overran  witii  water,  and  tiie  fenbes  had  to 
JjB  I»W  on  the  tops  of  the  ridges,  which  ;wera  not  always 
straight,  and  consequcntiy  gave  rather  a  eurved  line  to  & 


hedges.  Generally  the  ditch  or  face  of  the  Csnee  wu  tonsd 
to  the  hill,  so  as  to  oateh  the  water  when  it  came  down,  bat  be 
amed  witii  Mr.  CaldweU  that  it  was  better  to  have  the  bsek 
of  the  hed^  to  the  hill.  Mr.  Murdoch  seemed  to  spprore  of 
a  hedge  bong  planted  on  the  level  rather  than  with  a  ditck ; 
but  he  differed  with  him  in  this.  In  the  district  he  cbbk 
from,  where  dairy  farming  was  generally  followed,  thejf  fosid 
that  hedges  grown  on  the  level  were  apt  to  be  eaten  orsff  by 
the  cattie  grazing  on  both  sides,  and  thus  became  nohsskkf. 
He  thought  it  was  better  to  aUow  yonng  fenoes  to  be  fire  or 
even  six  years  old  before  they  were  dressed.  To  begin  drw- 
ingthem  at  two  years  old,  as  Mr.  Murdoch  preferred,  asier 
allowed  the  plant  to  get  up  to  a  proper  hmght ;  and.  seeordiBg 
to  the  height,  so  was  the  strength  of  the  stem  geneKally.  Afts- 
wards  he  would  approve  of  dreesing  every  year.  Mr.  Hor- 
dooh  seemed  to  prefer  a  wire  protection  to  the  yonng  foun 
from  the  cattle :  but  he  invariably  found  that  a  yomg  fam 
grew  better  by  being  protected  by  old  thorns  set  up  oa  tseb 
side  of  it.  It  was  not  so  much  exposed  to  the  storm,  aadgicv 
better  than  when  protected  by  wire  fencing.  Where  plca^flf 
stones  wen  to  be  got  ready  to  hand,  he  would  oonaidBr  a  stoae 
fence  as  cheap,  and  better  for  shelter,  than  any  other  tiad. 

Bir.  BoBBBTSON  (Byebnm),  said  that  in  the  district  wkere 
he  came  fhun,  when  making  a  new  fence,  they  oobudosI^ 
adoi>ted  apian  tiiat  had  not  yet  been  referred  to,  vis.,  thtt« 
making  a  sunk  fence.  They  were  built  somewhat  in  the  aae 
formas  a  ditch  fiance.  They  first  of  all  cut  out  whst  vii  to 
be  thefoundation  of  the  Ibnee,  and  then  boilt  BOSKtioes  a 
foot,  and  sometinies  fifteen .  or  twenty  inches  of  stoae%  lad 
laid  the  thorn  bed  on  the  top  of  these  stonee.  Theatbeesrtk 
from  the  slope  in  front  was  thrown  over  behind  the  tkora 
roots,  which  gave  them  plenW  of  good  soil,  while  the  loota 
were  kept  up  from  the  subsou.  This  kind  offence,  thon^  i 
littie  more  expensive,  took  up  less  room,  and  was  the  best  thon 
fbnoe  they  had  when  well  taken  csre  of.  fie  agreed  witb  Mr. 
Cunninraame  as  to  the  trouble  there  was  connected  with  &m 
gates.  He  had  experienced  this  himself;  bat  a  few  yesn  uo 
he  spoke  to  his  landlord  to  set  some  iron  gates  made  hf  tae 
district  bbcksmith.    He  had  now  seven  of  than,  and  he  be- 


lieved they  would  kst  a  oeutory.  The  bUcksmith  proryei 
them  and  fitted  tiiem  on  for  some  2ie.  or  26a.  esdi.  He  Hi 
not  hang  them  on  iron  piUars ;  for  he  generally  feusd  thit 
iron  gates  hung  on  pillars  were  always  getting  off  the  plssik. 
The  way  he  did  was  to  bnild  a  wall  four  foot  behind  the  gite, 
and  two  fiset  thick,  with  a  large  stone  at  the  end  reaehisgto 
the  top  of  the  wall,  to  which  the  gate  waa  hung.  He  kaet 
gates  hung  in  this  way  that  had  stood  50  yeara.  Theywtni 
uttle  expensive  to  put  up,  but  were  most  donJilB,  sad  gtn 
Uttie  trouble. 

Bir.  Bbowv  (Ardneil)  said  he  neither  agreed  with  Mr. 
Murdoch  nor  Mr.  White  as  to  the  best  tune  to  begin  dieiiias 
young  hedges.  To  begin  at  two  years  was  too  eariy ;  bHtto 
aUow  it  to  stand  till  it  was  six  years  old  would  allow  the  holge 
to  get  oot  too  much  at  the  sides.  They  should  be  gnidedis 
to  the  proper  time  for  dressing  by  toe  appearance  of  the 
hedge.  The  sooner  it  was  cut  in  his  opiuon  the  better,  if 
there  waa  suifieient  strength  of  standard  ieft.  A  great  aisj 
thorn  hedges  had  no  body ;  but  just  great  branches  st  the  tof 
and  thin  at  the  bottom.  This  took  away  from  the  uefelaen 
of  a  hedge,  exoept  for  shelter.  His  opinion  was  that  a  thora 
hedge  should  always  be  kept  down  tiU  it  got  tiuckstthe 
bottom,  and  that  it  should  be  always  kept  thin  at  tiie  top.  Ai 
to  whether  a  hedge  should  be  dressed  every  year  depcMsd,  is 
his  opinion,  on  sml  and  sitoation.  On  poor  soils,  where  the 
growth  was  slow,  he  would  say  ones  in  two  years  woaU  be 
suifieient ;  but  on  good  bmd  he  would  dress  them  every  yeir. 
It  was  of  importance  to  protect  the  young  hedgos  fion  fadsg 
eaten  by  sheep  or  cattle ;  but  he  waa  sarpriaed  to  hesrMr. 
Whyte  reoommeoding  old  thorns  for  that  poipose.  Thm 
would  inevitebly  encourage  the  growth  of  thistles,  grsai»  tsd 
weeds,  whieh  would  have  a  tendency  to  ohoke  the  foog 
thorns.  He  thought  a  wire  fence  awmt  three  feet  from  the 
young  hedge  was  the  best  mode  of  protection.  He  hsd  i 
number  of  stone  fences  on  the  farm  when  he  now  was.  He 
did  not  know  whether  it  was  that  they  were  ill  built,  M  he 
could  not  say  that  they  were  good,  and  he  was  not  sare  th^ 
were  profitable.  He  did  not  think  they  gare  vecy  good  shelter 
unless  the^  were  put  up  very  high  and  were  veiy  dosel^  *^~'^ 
" fencing  was  tiiat  it  afforded  no 


His  obiection  to  wire  fencing  was 

Mr.  FKROveaoiv  ( Aaohenbay)  confessed  thst  Mr.  Mode^'* 
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flan  of  barning  the  hedges  was  something  quite  new  to  him. 
If  he  had  known  Mr.  Mnidoeh's  pkn  some  yean  ago,  and  if 
it  was  really  effeetnal,  of  which  he  would  like  to  haTe  some 
fiuther  proof,  it  woold  have  saved  him  many  a  pound. 

Mr.  Dalglish  (Templand  Mains)  thooght  Mr.  Murdoch's 
nnarks  aboot  the  plantus  and  managing  of  fences  were  pretty 
oomct.  He  had  planted  a  nmnber  of  hedges  aboat  seven 
years  a|^,  and  thev  were  now  jost  coming  to  be  fenoes,  and  he 
was  taking  away  the  wires  firom  them.  The  way  he  did  was 
to  examine  the  natore  of  the  soil  and  the  situation  where  they 
were  to  be  put,  and  if  possible  to  adapt  them  to  the  circum- 
stances. He  believed  it  was  a  great  error  to  make  too  deep 
ditches  and  too  heavy  banks,  but  it  was  alw  a  great  error  to 
make  them  too  tight.  These  must  be  adapted  to  the  soil.  On 
poor  soils,  as  Mr.  Cnnninghame  had  remarked,  it  was  a  capital 
plan  to  give  them  plenty  of  manure  at  the  first,  as  it  brought 
them  sooner  to  maturity.  In  high  altitudes  and  a  poor  cli- 
mate he  would  never  think  of  scutching  the  hedges  oftener 
than  once  in  three  years ;  if  done  oftener,  they  would  be  apt 
to  fog  and  die  out.  He  had  had  some  experience  of  the  burn- 
ing system.  The  Iron  Company  happened  to  lay  a  Iring  be- 
hind one  of  his  old  dykes,  and  roasted  it,  and  he  thought  the 
hedge  would  be  destroved.  But  the  fire  seemed  just  to  anger 
the  old  thorns,  and  they  grew  remarkably  well  after  it.  If 
they  would  only  let  it  staad  now  it  would  do  veiy  well,  but  if 
tiii^  gave  it  another  dose  or  two  he  would  not  be  sura  about  it. 

Mr.  Lauoht  (Qrangs  Mains)  agreed  with  some  of  the  re- 
marks made  by  Mr.  Pal^ish.  If  he  were  a  proprietor  he 
would  not  approve  of  dresnng  the  fences  every  year,  because 
he  thought  it  weakened  their  growth;  but  he  would  vary  ac- 
eoidiag  to  soil  and  dimate.  He  agreed  with  Hi.  Murdoch  as 
to  the  Denefit  of  cutting  down  old  thorns  to  about  nine  inches 
from  the  bottom.  He  had  proved  the  utility  of  this.  The 
beat  time  for  cutting  down  old  thorns,  «in  his  opinion,  was 
about  the  month  of  April,  when  the  sap  was  coming.  If  th^ 
cut  them  in  November  thqr  were  apt  to  give  way  under  the 
winter's  frost 

Mr.  Wallace  (Braehead)  said  our  forefkthers  had  reared 
too  many  fences  for  the  present  system  of  farming.  He  was 
in  a  farm  onoe  where  there  were  seventeen  divisions,  and  the 
first  thing  he  began  to  do  was  to  put  them  into  six.  Where 
there  hi^pened  to  be  good  firesh  thorns,  he  transplanted  them 
at  very  httle  cost  into  trenches,  filled  in  the  botlxmi  with  sur- 
fooe  soil :  and  now  at  an  interval  of  twenty  years  tiiese  hedges 
were  still  growing  vigorously.  He  thought  thorn  fences  were 
as  much  in  need  of  a  little  manure  occasionally  as  anything 
else.  Perhaps  manure  in  a  raw  state  was  not  good,  but  de- 
composed vegetable  matter  did  veiy  well.  This  could  be  done 
in  seasons  when  the  land  was  bemg  green-cropped.  He  would 
reeommend  the  filling-up  of  gaps  oy  transpUuiung  good  fresh 
thorns  of  some  vears^  growth.  He  would  himself  go  miles  to 
get  thorns  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  YoTTiro  (Kilhenxie),  thought 


rather  neglectea  in  this  oountv.  He  thought  more  mvourably 
of  wire  fences  than  some  of  toe  speakers,  and  in  the  higher 
districts  or  on  moors  where  stones  could  not  be  got.  and  thorns 
could  not  be  easilv  ^wn,  a  wire  fence  was  calculated  to  be  of 
oreat  ssrvice,  and  it  coud  be  erected  at  moderate  expense. 
The  renewal  of  fences  h^  fire  was,  he  thought^  rather  a  danser- 
OOM  experiment ;  the  difficulty  would  be  to  know  when  they 
were  burnt  enough.  Where  stones  could  be  readily  got,  he 
approved  of  that  kind  of  fence  as  giving  good  shelter,  and 
being  aMe  to  be  kept  up  at  less  expense  than  any  other  kind. 
He  had  found  on  his  farm  that  it  was  desirable  to  let  some  of 
his  hedges  grow  to  a  considerable  height  for  shelter,  and  on 
that  account  ^hbj  were  not  trimmed  so  well  as  thqr  might  be. 
Mr.  Bjid  (Clnne),  did  not  approve  of  cutting  hedges  eveiy 
year  except  just  along  the  road-side  for  appearance  sake.    He 


thought  one  cutting  in  4  or  6  years  was  sufficient  for  hedges 
intended  to  give  shelter  to  cattle.  If  cut  every  year  they  were 
more  subject  to  be  eaten  by  the  cattle.  The  neighbourhood 
in  which  he  lived  ms  very  unfavourable  for  the  growth  of 
fences,  and  they  needed  great  attention  to  keep  them  from 
dying  out. 

Mr.  MuKDOGH,  in  replying,  said  the  reason  why  he  had  not 
mentioned  gates  in  his  paper  was  that  he  did  not  think  they 
were  properly  embraced  m  his  sulgect.  Mr.  Whyte  had  ex- 
pressed his  preference  for  an  old  thorn  guard  for  young  fences ; 
but  this  would  require  to  be  renewed  eveiy  year,  as  he  never 
knew  old  dead  thorns  last  more  than  a  year.  Besides,  as  Mr. 
Brown  had  remarked,  it  would  encourage  the  growth  of 
thistles  and  weeds.  In  regard  to  the  renovating  and  keeping 
of  hedges  in  order,  the  system  followed  on  the  estate  on  which 
he  was  a  tenant  was  to  employ  a  man  for  that  special  purpose, 
paid  half  by  the  landlord  and  half  by  the  tenant.  He  thought 
that  system  was  very  beneficial,  as  the  general  farm  servant 
could  not  be  expected  to  trim  hedges  as  they  ought  to  be 
done. 

The  Chaisman  corroborated  the  remarks  made  by  Mr. 
Bone  and  Mr.  Breid  as  to  the  difficulty  of  growing  fences  in 
the  district  where  his  farm  was  situi^.  He  agreed  with 
Mr.  Murdoch  that  fimoes  should  be  planted  on  the  fiat,  pro- 
vided the  land  was  drained  as  all  cultivated  land  ought  to  be. 
Of  course  the  subsoil  should  be  dug  out  if  it  was  poor,  and 
rich  earth  and  manure  of  some  kind  introduced.  The  knife 
should  not  be  used  too  fredy  on  voung  fences ;  they  should  be 
four  or  five  yean  old  before  they  were  touched,  and  not 
trimmed  oftener  than  once  in  two  or  three  years  afterwards. 
In  speaking  to  a  gentleman  to-day  who  was  a  member  of  this 
dub,  but  wno  eouU  not  be  present  at  their  meeting,  he  re- 
marked to  him,  "  It  is  very  easy  growing  fences  where  yon 
have  everythiiu;  your  own  way ;  but  if  you  have  got  a  good 
many  hares  ano  rabbits  about,  you  will  not  grow  good  fences. 
I  put  in  4,000  thorns  one  year,  but  I  don*t  think  there  are 
half  a  dozen  but  what  were  destroyed  by  the  hares  and  rab- 
bits.** This  was  an  element  in  the  question  which  had  not 
been  taken  notice  of  to-day,  but  he  believed  it  was  impossible 
to  grow  fimoes  and  keep  them  where  there  were  rabbits  bur- 
rowing in  the  sides  and  about  the  roots  of  them.  He  differed 
with  Mr.  Murdoch  about  gates  not  being  induded  in  his  sub- 
ject, as  he  thought  no  fence  was  complete  without  a  gate. 
Mr.  Young  had  made  some  remarks,  which  he  would  bear 
out,  about  the  necessity  of  allowing  fences  to  grow  to  a  con- 
siderable height  for  purposes  of  sndter.  He  found  that  a 
considerable  advantage  on  the  farm  he  was  now  in.  He  re- 
membered when  he  came  to  Shidds  thinking  ths  hedges  had 
been  veiy  much  neglected  and  allowed  to  get  thdr  own  way, 
but  he  could  see  now  the  reason  why  the  former  tenant 
allowed  the  fences  to  grow  so  strong—it  was  for  the  sake 
of  shelter.  Mr.  Wallaoe  had  spoken  of  his  sub-divisions 
bein^  too  small,  but  his  were  too  large.  As  he  had  only  six 
divisions  in  280  imperial  acres,  he  found  there  was  great  want 
of  shdter  for  cattle,  sheep,  and  also  for  grain  crops.  He  be- 
lieved th^  lost  mora  from  the  shaking  of  grain  in  onshdtered 
situations  than  any  other  way.  In  his  case,  with  fields  600 
yards  long,  thera  was  little  shdter  flfom  the  western  gales, 
and  he  found  that  cattle  and  sheep  suffered  very  much  from 
that  cause,  and  he  was  certain  th^  required  a  greater  amount 
of  food  to  bring  them  to  condition  than  if  thqr  had  good 
shdter.  He  would  be  inclined  even  now,  after  the  experience 
he  had  had,  to  erect  didter  for  both  cattle  and  sheep,  but 
sheep  espeoally,  during  winter.  He  bdieved  it  tended  veiy 
mucn  to  increase  both  the  growth  of  wool  and  of  mutton. 
He  bdieved  a  big  thorn  fence  afforded  much  better  shelter 
than  a  stone  dyke,  as  any  one  could  judge  for  himself  by  try- 
ing it. 


CAPITAL    IN    AGEIOULTURB. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Oloueestershire  Chamber  of  Agriculture, 
Captain  de  Winton  in  the  chair,  Mr.  B.  Long  read  a  paper 
in  which  he  said  the  causes  calculated  to  prevent  the  invest-* 
aaent  of  capital  in  agriculture  are  these — 1st,  the  law  of  pre- 
erenoe,  or  the  prior  right  of  the  Umdlord  to  seise  for  nuA; 


2nd,  the  constant  increase  of  locd  rates  and  taxes ;  3rd,  the 
game-laws,  and  over-preservation  of  game ;  and  4th,  insecurity 
of  tenure.  And,  first,  as  to  the  Uw  of  preference.  It  is 
manifest  that  when,  as  the  law  stands  at  present,  the  landlord 
has  priority  over  other  creditors  for  rent,  a  tenant  with  in- 
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sufficient  capital  to  deTelop  foUj  the  prodoctiTe  power  of  hit 
farm  is,  in  the  ejes  of  many  landlorda,  an  eqnallj  eligible 
tenant  with  a  man  of  ample  capital,  more  espeoiaUj  if,  as  ii 
generally  the  case,  he  be  willing  to  pay  a  higher  rent  than  a 
a  better  class  of  tenant :  proTided  only  that  the  Taloe  of  the 
tenant's  fanning  stock  be  snfficient^  in  case  of  an  emergency 
to  secnre  the  fiul  payment  of  the  rent  to  the  landlord.  This 
nnsatisfiictoiy  state  of  tiie  law  nnfurly  increases  the  competi- 
tion for  the  occupation  of  land,  and  is  often  producti?e  of  great 
mischief  in  decreasing  the  fertility  and  <ueanliness,  and  re- 
ducing the  productive  power,  of  the  soil;  and  I  think  that  if 
landlords  were  obliged  to  share  the  assets  of  insolvent  tenants 
equally  with  other  creditors,  they  would  naturally  become 
more  anxious  to  find  tenants  of  good  standing  and  with 
sufficient  capital,  the  speedy  consequence  of  which  would  be  a 
fuller  development  of  the  productive  capabilities  of  the  soiL 
owing  to  the  introduction  oi  the  larger  capital  of  the  improved 
class  of  tenants.  Secondly,  as  to  the  increase  of  local  taxes. 
The  great  and  continual  increase  of  local  taxes  disooura^the 
application  of  capital  to  agriculture  so  long  as  that  capital,  if 
otherwise  emploved,  a  not  sulgected  to  them.  And,  moreover, 
we  are  further  threatened  with  an  additional  increase  and  dis- 
couragement for  the  purposes  of  education,  which,  like  many 
other  Durdens  to  whicn  personal  property  does  not  contribute, 
certainly  must  be  a  nabonal  obligation,  and  the  cost  of  it 
ahould  not  be  borne  by  real  proper^  alone.  I  now  oometo  the 
third  part  of  my  subject — ^the  game4aws  and  over-preservation 
ci  game.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  game-laws,  as  they  at  pre- 
sent exist,  tend  more  than  anything  else  to  excite  feelings  of 
jealouslv  and  distrust  between  landlord  and  tenant,  and  to 
diminisn  those  feelings  of  friendship  and  cordiality  which 
ought  to  exist  between  all  classes,  and  more  espedaHy  between 
the  owners  and  cultivators  of  the  soil ;  and  I  think  that  these 
special  laws  with  re|^  to  the  preservation  of  game  are  an 
anomaly  which  requires  the  immediate  attention  of  the  Legis- 
lature, with  a  view  to  their  entire  repeal  and  the  substitution 
of  an  effective  law  of  trespsss.  With  regard  to  the  over-pre- 
servation of  game,  I  would  ask  why  should  a  landlord  taken 
tenant  as  occupier  and  receive  the  absolute  value  of  the  land 
annuidly  in  the  shape  of  rent^  and  then,  through  the  medium 
of  his  gamekeeper,  stock  the  same  land  and  consume  the  pro- 
duce grown  on  it  by,  and  at  the  exjiense  o^  the  tenant  with 
game  reserved  for  his  own  exclusive  use  and  eigoymentP 
This  is  the  case  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gloucester  to  some 
extent  and  in  many  places  in  this  county,  and  X  say  it  is  high 
time  that  sneh  an  unsatisfactory  state  of  things  should  cease, 
and  that  all  game  should  be  made  the  properW  of  the  occupier 
of  the  land  on  which  it  is  kept.  Lanmoros  who  preserve 
game  and  reserve  the  right  of  shooting,  and  more  especially 
those  who  let  this  right»  ought  to  be  compelled  to  contribute 
to  the  rates  and  taxes  in  respect  of  the  annual  value  of  such 
nght  of  shooting.  The  custom  of  letting  the  shooting  of 
estetesto  strangers,  who,  having  paid  for  the  right,  natmnuly 
think  themselves  entitled  to  exercise  and  ei\)ov  it  to  the  utmost 
and  who  have  no  inducement  to  conciliate  and  obtain  the  good- 
will of  the  tenanto,  is,  I  think,  one  of  the  causes  of  careless  and 
ineffective  cultivation  of  the  soU.  This  custom  often  has  a 
kind  of  demoraliaing  effect  on  the  tenantry,  and,  though  land- 
lords m^y  have  a  legal  right  to  do  this,  tlu^  ought  tofisel  them- 
selves under  a  strong  moral  obligation  not  to  give  power  to 
strangers  thus  to  damage,  discoura^  and  annoy  their  tenante. 
If  hmdlords  are  desirous  of  preserving  their  game,  why  do  thegr 
not  keep  land  in  their  own  occupation  for  that  purpose  P  They 
might  then  honestly  and  feirly  preserve  as  much  as  th^ 
wisned,  sinoe  the  benefit  and  enjoyment  they  would  derive  from 
the  game  would  be  counterbalanced  by  a  corresponding  diminu- 
tion of  income  or  deficiency  in  their  own  crops,  instead  of,  as 
at  present,  in  the  crops  of  tbeir  unfortunate  tenants.  I  now 
come  to  the  fourth  and  last  division  of  m^  subject— insecuri^ 
of  tenure.  And  this  is  a  very  difficult  subject  to  deal  with.  A 
lease  is  undoubtedly  the  most  desirable  and  bf»t  ssieguard  to 
the  tenant,  and  offers  the  greatest  inducement  to  increased 
exertion  and  more  liberal  employment  of  capital.  Bnt,Bettinff 
aside  the  question  of  leasing,  I  am  pf  opinion  that  if  afi 
tenants,  whether  holding  flpom  year  to  year  or  otherwise,  were 
provided  by  our  law  with  as  ample  powers  and  facilities  for  re- 
covering the  value  of  their  permanent  and  unexhausted  im- 
provemente  on  quitting  thcdr  fkrms  as  landlords  now  have  for 
recovering  damages  in  cases  of  breach  of  covenant  and  dilipida- 
Uon,  this  would  go  for  to  obviate  the  difficulty,  i"«HTnTHi^  as  it 


would  induce  ooeapien  without  laaaes  to  develop  the  eipibiliiiei 
of  their  land  by  tiie  introduction  of  the  greater  capital,siid  wM 
prevent  unscrupuloos  landlords  from  robbing  their  teouti 
of  the  cKpittX  uus  introduced. 

The  C^AiBXAH  said  it  would  be  a  veir  unhappy  renlt 
when  good  feeling  between  the  Undlords  and  tenai^  of  tUi 
oountiy  should  cease  to  exiBt»  and  the  members  rimdd  diicQa 
Uie  matter  with  temper  and  discretion.  He  did  not  pot  Ida- 
self  forward  as  a  practical  former,  but  he  yielded  to  bo  one  is 
interest  in  agriculture,  and  desired,  in  order  to  avoid  oneBded* 
ness,  to  look  at  the  matter  alike  finsmtiie  landlord  and  teoast^i 
point  of  view.  He  quite  agreed  with  Mr.  Long  m  hit  int 
proposition  that  if  we  could  always  have  tenants  on  the  fum 
of  England  with  sufficient  capital  to  work  them  well  it  wosid 
be  better  alike  for  the  tenant,  the  landlord,  and  the  Umiiiti 
certainly  much  better  for  the  community  at  large ;  for  if  tbe 
judicious  employment  of  capital  upon  a  form  does  not  nike 
that  farm  pay  noug^ht  else  will.  The  only  difficulty  in  think- 
ing of  the  proposition  is  that  ito  general  aidoption  would  to  a 
great  extent  put  aside  the  men  of  small  capital.  And  m 
should  have  further  to  decide  what  is  a  snffieient  aooBnt  i 
landlord  having  a  form  in  a  certain  condition  would  oatsnflr 
say  to  an  incoming  tenant, "  Fve  put  my  land  in  a  voy  gm 
stete  at  consideraUe  cost  to  myself,  and  I  desire  thst  you  ihili 
prove  to  me  you  have  suffieient  to  preserve  it  in  that  cniditioB, 
so  that  after  a  certain  time  it  may  not  be  returned  into  nj 
hands  deteriorated."  The  tenant  would  answer  that  tcsly  tbs 
land  was  in  a  certain  condition,  but  that  there  was  room  far 
the  application  of  more  capital,  which  he  must  supply;  sni 
thus  the  matter  would  be  discussed  between  them,  md  the  re- 
sult be  an  agreement  mutually  &ir.  But  you  would  find  ffsi 
difficulty  in  securing  the  lanaund  in  case  his  tenant  becase 
bankrupt  or  shouldn't  leave  sufficient  on  the  form  to  mske  vf 
the  rent.  Landlord  and  tenant  are  equalW  interested  in  pee* 
venting  a  greater  burden  than  thev  snould  bear  foiling  spa 
land  and  real  property.  The  fundnolder  has  an  equal  uterat 
with  the  man  witn  real  property  in  the  maintenance  of  tke 
poor  and  of  roads— which  will  shortly  be  thrown  upon  real 
property— «nd  in  matters  of  education.  The  gane-lsvi  vu 
a  veiy  proper  question  to  discuss  here.  Jf  a  landbrd  is  sol 
himselt  an  occupier,  the  tenante  would  wish  that  he  ihoBld 
have  some  amusement  in  the  neighbourhood  in  which  he  Ufa ; 
and  there  might  be  and  should  oe  such  a  cordial  feeliag  b^ 
tween  him  and  his  tenante  as  that  the  benefit  of  tbe  ganiB  as 
the  estote  should  be  shared.  He  should  like  to  scree  with  a 
tenant  somewhat  in  this  way :  "  Vm  veiy  fond  of  ahooting: 
there's  a  certain  amount  of  game  upon  the  form  you  m  sbnt 
to  tda ;  you  or  your  sons  ei^oy  sport :  let  us  come  to  aooe 
equteble  arrangement  bj  which  we  can  both  share  the  i{Mii| 
and  the  game  on  your  form  shall  not  amuse  me  to  voor  iqv; 
—that  yon  shall  not,  in  foct,  raise  crops  upon  whidi  my  ^ 
feed  at  your  cost."  The  tenant,  in  most  cases,  would  ssy,  "1 
and  my  sons  are  as  fond  of  shooting  as  you  are,  and  if  foeH 
only  say  what  amount  sliootlng  vou  would  like.  111  slnji 
take  care  that  yon  have  it.  I  only  ask  that  when  yon  ibool 
I  or  some  of  those  connected  with  me  may  be  allowed  to  go 
with  you  or  alone.**  I  believe  if  tlus  pUm  were  followed,  the 
landlord  would  have  as  much  game  as  he  wished  for,  ud 
the  tenant  would  be  given  an  interest  in  ite  preservation.  B« 
protested  against  the  letting  of  the  game  on  an  «^^^J^ 
as  a  tenant  he  should  oerteinly  say  to  a  Undkid  whose 
farm  he  thought  of  taking,  **  Whatever  agreement  we  nab, 
there  is  one  thing  I  must  stipulate  fior :  I  ean*t  sflow  i 
itranger  and  his  keepers  to  come  upon  my  form  and  iateraR 
with  my  produce  ana  go  over  mv  land  whenever  he  pk>M^ 
Such  a  system  as  he  had  skstdied  would  nurture  a  sort  of  ^ 
feeling  between  landlord  and  tenant,  while  the  vermin,  rabot^ 
should  be  disposed  of  at  the  wiU  of  tiw  teuant^aad  that 
the  sooner  they  were  exterminated  the  better.  But  J^ 
should  not  lay  down  strict  laws:  they  would  intedere  witt 
independence  on  either  side.  When  an  honest  bmdkiid  asd 
tenant  meet  togetiier,aU  matters  can  be  duk  arranged  withost 
appeal  to  a  le^^  court  His  lend  knowledge  did  not  fsfiee 
to  enable  him  to  say  whether  a  lease  or  a  yearly  teaan^  wii 
the  better,  but  if  it  were  possible  some  competent  nlser 
should  go  upon  the  form  when  let  aa4  itate  the o(»^i<^>b« 
the  IsnS,  and  when  given  up  should  compare  its  comw 
then  witii  ite  former  condition,  and  the  di&renoe  in  nns 
should  be  paid  to  whichever  side  it  were  due. 

Mr.GLEioiitpAOLEiaid;  I  think  |^  Long  hn  left  aet 
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the  chief  cause  whieh  preyents  the  application  of  capital  to 
agricnltare— and  that  IB  that  it  pays  better  in  almost  every 
other  way  in  which  you  can  invest  it.  It  was  a  very  easy 
matter  to  discover  whether  a  €&nn  required  £8,  £10,  £12,  or 
£15  an  acre  for  its  working,  and  certainly  no  hxm  dionld  be 
let  to  a  tenant  with  capital  insufficient  for  its  working.  With 
reference  to  leases^  they  were  fiut  going  oat  of  fashion ;  and 
henoe  the  greater  necessity  to  agitate  for  a  good  system  of 
Tenant-Bight— a  system  which  answered  very  well  in  Linooln* 
shire  and  other  places,  which  had  to  some  extent  been  recognized 
by  the  Government  in  Ireland,  and  which  in  its  nature  must 
necessarily  be  equally  for  the  benefit  of  landlord  and  tenant. 

Mr.  T.  MoRUS  eqiiessed  his  curiosity  in  regard  to  the 
origin  of  the  landlord's  undue  preference  as  a  creditor. 
The  game  question  was  a  very  deTicate  point  for  any  set  of 
men  to  diicuM,  and  said  he  alwavs  looked  upon  it  as  a  matter 
of  mutual  agreement  between  landlord  and  tenant.  The  land- 
lord lets  his  farm  with  or  without  game,  and  therefore  it  Ib  a 
matter  of  agreement.  We  should  never  have  heard  so  much 
aboat  the  game-laws  if  gentlemen  had  been  content  with  legi- 
timate sport.  They  don't  go  out  now  for  sport ;  the  whole 
idea  ii  to  make  a  large  bag,  and  the  man  who  makes  the 
hmst  bag  is  thought  the  most  of. 

Mr.  Cuans  Hatwakd  said  that  the  question  of  landlords' 
preferance  had  been  much  discussed  of  late. 


Scotland,  where  it  was  of  hi  wider  importance  than  in  Eng- 
land. It  was  a  privilege  the  landlord  might  very  frirly  yield, 
seeing  that  it  was  very  seldom  used.  If  privil^  of  distress 
did  not  exist)  there  would  be  the  greater  inclination  to  use 
that  power  of  re-entering  upon  the  limd  and  taking  possession 
of  it  whieh  forms  part  of  most  leases.    But  all  these  matters 


should  be  arranged  with  due  regard  to  mutual  interest  •  any- 
thing giving  exclusive  benefit  on  either  side  should  be 
fidrly  put  awav.  He  did  not  think  there  were  mauy  tenants 
who  were  really  much  damaged  by  game.  Of  course  if  a 
man  took  a  farm  upon  which  game  was  moderately  jpreserved, 
and  the  landlord  increased  the  stock  without  makmg  ample 
compensation,  he  would  be  doing  the  tenant  a  material  ii\]ury. 
Bat,  on  the  other  hand,  if  a  man  takes  a  farm  upon  which 
the  quantity  of  game  is  diminished,  the  landlord  has  an 
equal  ri|^ht  to  say  to  him,  **  You  took  the  farm  under  very  dif- 
ferent orcnmstances  to  the  present,  and  therefore  I  am  entitled 
to  the  increased  rental  due.  But  in  the  case  of  great  people 
who  preserve  game  to  the  enormous  extent  they  do,  the 
oonnUy  itself  Ims  a  right  to  urge  a  grievance.  Between  the 
landbnl  and  tenant  it  is,  or  it  should  be,  a  matter  of  mutual 
agreement;  in  the  case  of  injurv  to  the  country,  the  practice 
should  be  thoroughly  discouraged  and  deprecated.  The  profit 
of  letting  game  was  far  less  than  the  profit  of  unligared  crops. 
With  regard  to  leases,  they  were  not  needfiil  to  enable  farmers 
to  make  the  most  of  his  land,  and  certainly  they  were  often 
inconvenient.  But  he  thought  a  fair  system  of  compensation 
vras  possible  in  all  cases,  though  he  considered  it  impossible 
to  lay  down  any  regular  law  without  leading  to  evils  and 
abuses— for  instance,  to  a  system  prevailing  in  some  parts  of 
Sorrey,  under  which  the  amount  required  from  the  in-coming 
tenant  made  it  profitable  for  some  specnktors  to  live  by  taking 
and  giving  up  farms.  But  it  was  obviously  quite  as  much  to 
the  interest  of  the  kndlord  as  to  that  of  the  tenant  that  a  farm 
diould  be  yielded  up  in  good  condition ;  there  is  no  man  taking 
a  farm  who  would  not  be  thankful  to  pa^r  all  it  can  possibly 
be  worth  to  receive  the  land  in  good  condition ;  and  therefore 
it  must  be  to  the  landlord's  interest  to  encoun^  anv  system 
having  that  result.  In  reference  to  local  taxation,  tiie  ques- 
tion was  attended  with  much  difficulty  and  should  bo  carefully 
discussed,  and  it  would  be  well  to  kee|p  up  a  littie  pressure  in 
order  to  induce  Government  to  take  it  in  nand  as  soon  as  pos- 
nble.  Government  should  not  be  deterred  from  taking  it  up 
beomse  of  its  difficulty ;  and  it  was  very  clear  that  because  the 
system  was  the  only  one  which  could  oe  adopted  in  the  time 
of  Elixabeth  was  no  reason  why  we  should  continue  it  without 
change. 

Mr.  Capsl  said :  I  have  been  a  sportsman  all  my  life,  yet 
have  had  no  difficulty  with  tenants,  and  I  can  see  no  reason 
why  there  should  be  difficulties.  I  think  the  system  of  letting 
a  large  ferm  to  a  tenant^  and  then,  living  a  great  distance 
from  it,  to  employ  a  keeper  to  preserve  a  laige  stock  of 
game  noon  it,  and  come  to  it  twice  a  year  shooting,  is  a 
very  baa  system,  and  tends  much  to  tM  deterioration  of 
good  fenmog  and  the  deoreaae  of  pndooe  which  should 


benefit  the  country.  In  eases  of  landlords  who  do  not  care 
much  about  sport,  they  might  emplov  a  keeper  and  send  their 
friends  to  shoot  or  let  the  uooting ;  but  in  the  bitter  alterna- 
tive I  think  the  tenant  should  have  the  first  refusal  of  the 
^looting,  his  rent  being  slightiy  increased  because  of  the  pri- 
vilege, and  that  thus  the  man  who  is  practicaUy  a  foreigner 
to  the  neighbourhood  should  be  excluded.  The  wise  plan  was 
to  ffive  the  tenant  the  refusal  of  the  shooting.  With  regard 
to  Tenant-Bight,  I  used  to  farm  pretty  largely  thirty  years  ago, 
and  I  believe  that  the  system  prevailing  then  is  now  altered, 
and  that  the  principle  is  generally  adopted  of  paying  an  out- 
going tenant  for  all  improvement.  I  dare  say  there  is  some 
valuer  present  who  always  iu  his  valuation  regards  the  condi- 
tion in  which  a  frurm  \b  left ;  and  I  quite  agree  with  Mr. 
Curtis  Hayward  that  an  incoming  tenant  never  objects  to  pay 
additional  compensation  for  the  farm  being  left  in  a  good 
state  of  tillage. 

Mr.  Long  alluded  to  a  landlord  accenting  the  poor  tenant 
who  offered  a  little  additional  rentaL  iNow  it  was  a  very  diffi- 
cult question  to  know  what  rent  should  be,  and  there  are  few 
people  capable  of  dealing  with  it.  In  these  days  of  science 
iurmers  don't  care  to  send  out  their  corn-laden  waggons  in  the 
middle  of  the  night,  as  thev  used  to  do ;  and  in  determining 
the  rental  you  have  to  consider  questions  of  local  and  railway 
situation,  and  so  forth.  Farming  has  made  rapid  strides  of 
late  years.  He  began  in  1828,  and  fiEmned  for  nearly  forty 
vears ;  and  at  that  tune  there  was  no  regular  system  of  tillage 
laid  down.  Since  the  formation  of  the  Eoyal  Agricultural 
Society  the  views  of  landlords  and  tenants  alike  nave  been 
very  mudi  enluged  wilh  regard  to  farming ;  and  we  cannot 
succeed  in  these  da^s  unless  you  adopt  the  motto  of  that  Society 
— Practice  with  Science.  No  doubt  it  is  needful  that  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  land  should  be  rented.  But  the  amount  of 
capital  needed  varies  in  different  localities :  several  farmers 
living  in  their  hiUy  country  have  to  employ  four  horses  to  do 
work  which  fermers  in  the  vale  could  accomplish  with  two. 
Hence  .tiie  necessity  of  a  landlord  seeing  the  need  of  his 
tenants :  and  they  uved  in  a  country  wherein  most  of  the 
landlords  resided  upon  their  estates  and  were  thus  enabled  to 
arrange  with  their  tenants  and  work  with  them— and  a  tenant 
will  uways  work  with  a  landlord  who  will  work  with  him. 
There  were  many  people  in  these  days  who  urge  that  ferms 
should  be  subdivided.  We  heard  a  man  say  one  day  that  no 
fermer  should  occupy  more  than  fifty  acres  of  land.  Such  a 
man  could  know  nothing  of  ferming.  The  question  of  land- 
brds'  preference  was  one  for  the  Legishiture  of  the  country, 
but  he  should  lUce  to  hear  an  answer  to  Mr.  Morris's  question 
as  to  how  it  originated  P 

Mr.  H.  Butt  then  said  it  was  untrue  that,  as  a  general 
principle,  tenants  were  compensated  for  improvements  they 
made  upon  their  fr^ms ;  but  Earl  de  Grey^s  agent  told  me 
in  London  some  years  ago  that  on  the  EarPs  estate  there  was 
a  certain  system  of  compoisation  to  the  outgoing  tenants,  and 
that,  as  a  result,  he  had  never  had  a  ferm  left  in  a  bad  state 
of  cultivation.  With  regard  to  ascertaining  what  rent  should 
be  charged,  there's  rather  a  novel  system  sometimes  followed 
of  gettmg  persons  to  value  land  for  nothing  by  putting  up 
ferms  to  be  let  by  tender.  I  think  that  such  men  as  Mr. 
Knowles  and  Mr.  Clement  Cadle  should  know  the  value  of 
land  sufficientiy  to  make  such  a  system  as  that  needless.  A 
case  of  the  kind  recently  occurred  within  my  own  knowledge. 
I  was  one  of  aevoal  persons  who  made  ao  offer  for  a  ferm  put 
up  by  tender,  and  wmch  was  eventually  let  to  a  man  who  had 
made  no  t^ider,  the  fendlord  thus  getting  our  ideas  of  value 
without  cost  As  to  the  ferms  of  fifty  acres,  such  a  svstem  is 
very  good  for  market-gardening ;  but  I  don't  think  there  are 
many  farmers  with  capital  who  would  care  to  put  their 
shoulders  to  the  wheel  to  earn  eighteenpence  a  day. 

Mr.  Long  said  he  had  only  desired  to  refer  to  the  game- 
law  discussion  at  Winchcomb,  where  Sir  Michael  Beach's 
opinion  that  the  abolition  of  the  game-laws  would  cause  a 
non-resident  proprietary,  and  that  the  game  should  be  a 
matter  of  agreement  between  landlord  and  tenants  was  very 
weU  answered  by  Mr.  Holland  in  urgins  that  the  eame-laws 
riioold  be  swept  away  in  order  that  tne  land  might  be  left 
dear  for  agreement  between  landlord  and  tenant. 

Aresolution  was  put  and  passed,  '*That  it  ii highly  de- 
sirable that  the  libenl  i^pplication  of  capital  to  agneultara 
should  be  eaooniaged  in  every  poaiible  way." 
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THE    FRIENDLY    SOCIETY    ASSOCIATION. 


A  oonference  hat  been  held  at  Maidstone  on  the  qneation 
of  Friendly  Sodetin,  when  the  chair  was  taken  by  the  Eari  of 
LiCHniLD,  the  president  of  the  Association,  who  said  that  a 
Boyal  Commission  was  about  to  be  appointed,  which  he  was 
▼eiy^  sangnine  woold  lead  to  very  important  resolts  in  its 
bearing  on  the  qnestion  of  friendlY  eocietiet  generaUy.  In  the 
a^intment  of  that  oomnussion  the  Friendly  Society  Associa- 
tion, he  said,  had  been  very  active.  He  woold  glance  at  the 
censes  which  had  led  to  that  oommission  haying  been  ap- 
pointed, and  the  efforts  that  had  been  made  bj  the  Legislatore 
to  bring  about  improTements  in  the  condition  of  friendly 
sodeCles  generally,  and  to  encourage  provident  institotions 
among  the  working  classes.  Under  the  Con8olidatin{[  Act  of 
1866,  which  was  passed  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  and 
regulating  friendly  societies,  e?ils  had  grown  up  which  they 
had  met  tor  the  pnr|NMe  of  discussing,  and  pointing  oat  what 
are  the  remedies  which  they  thooffht  ought  to  be  applied.  It 
wu  not  at  all  necessary  for  himself  or  anyone  else,  ne  said,  to 
enlar^  on  the  impoitance  of  prorident  institutions  for  the 
working  clisses.  On  that  pjoint  he  would  take  it  that  they 
were  afi  agreed.  In  pointing  out  the  remedies  for  those 
practical  defects  in  the  management  of  those  institationB,  he 
said  they  muit  be  careftil  that  th^  did  not  in  any  way  make 
fOggestiona  which  might  interfere  with  the  good  points  in 
those  societies,  or  in  an^  way  interfere  with  that  spirit  of  in- 
dependence and  sdf-rehanoe  which  had  prompted  the  estab- 
lislunent  of  many  useful  and  sood  societies  throughout  the 
eonntiy.  First  amone  these  he  took  the  large  affiliated 
aoeietiei,  such  as  the  Odd  Fellows  and  Foresters,  and  he  asked 
whether,  as  rogarda  this  elass  of  society,  there  were  not  certain 
admitted  erils  connected  with  the  vast  amount  of  good  which, 
undoubtedhr,  existed  in  the  manasement  of  these  societies. 
He  said  admitted  erils,  lor  he  had  scarcely  on  any  occasion, 
when  the  tubieet  had  been  publidy  discnssed,  and  leading 
members  of  Odd  Fdlows  and  foresters  had  been  present,  not 
heard  opinions  erpressed  by  them  as  to  certain  defects  in  the 
management  of  those  institutions.  They  had  an  imperfect 
manner  of  keemng  their  accounts,  and  of  sending  up  their 
retnma  to  the  Registrar.  As  a  body,  the  Odd  Fellows  and 
Foresters  undoubtedly  had  a  rery  correct  appreciation  of  what 
rates  are  reallr  required  to  make  their  society,  as  a  society, 
sound,  but,  unfortnnately,  they  had  not  been  able  to  secure 
the  adoption  of  those  rates  in  ail  their  lodges.  Then  there 
was  another  question  in  connection  with  those  large  affiliated 
societies  which  bore  very  materially  on  their  efficiency,  and 
that  was  the  payment  of  sick  benefit  after  an  age  when  it  was 
▼eiy  difficult  to  distinguish  between  sickness  and  incapacity 
from  old  age.  With  regard  to  the  accounts,  of  the  1»,000 
annual  returns  asked  for  by  the  late  Eegistrar  of  friendly 
Societies  only  10,000  were  sent  in.  His  lortship  then  refisned 
to  the  oonnty  societies,  of  which  they  had  such  an  admirable 
example  in  this  county,  which,  he  said,  were  not  so  popukr 
with  the  working  dasses  as  one  would  think  that  they  deserred 
to  be.  Eren  in  this  county,  where  the  sodetr  was  admirably 
managed,  he  was  afHid  that  the  proportion  of  members  to  the 
population  of  the  whole  county  was,  after  all,  very  smalL 
Now  that  oertainlT  pointed  to  the  importance  that  the  working 
cbases  attach  to  the  management  of  those  institutions  being 
in  their  own  hands.  How  that  could  be  combined  with  the 
efficiency  of  management  and  security  prorided  by  such  a 
society  as  the  Kent  Friendly  Society  was  one  of  the  questions 
which  might  be  Tery  careAilly  considered.  Then,  he  said, 
there  was  a  rait  number  of  societies  attached  to  puUic- 
houses.  most  of  them  thoroughly  unsound.  That  was  a 
sort  of  society  which  he  thought  it  would  be  almost  im- 
possible for  the  Legisbture,  or  the  efforts  of  benerolent 
paMms,  effectually  to  deal  with.  How  to  proride  a  substitute 
tot  them  was  one  of  the  suljects  which  would  hate  to  be 
considered  by  the  Boral  Commission  Uttely  appointed.    In 

Si'tfttS  ^^SJ^"^  Noi^ooto  was  appointed  the 


tttt  eommiasion.     He  beliered  it  was  utterly  im- 
Un  the  Commistton  to  be  in  better  hands,  Jidhe 


thought  Sir  Stafford's  appointment  as  chairman  was  is  pwd 
ground  as  tiiey  could  possibly  have  that  the  ComsussionvoiU 
come  to  a  satufactorr  report,  and  afford  Fkriiameat  an  cficicat 
guide  in  legislating  for  the  ftitnre.  In  the  town  of  Kcvcastk 
alone  there  were  18,000  or  19,000  members  oC  shsring-«iit 
dubs,  and  the  aigument  that  was  used  m  their  hrvu  wu 
that  the  population  in  that  district  was  of  sndi  a  miibk 
nature  that  it  was  the  onl^  sort  of  elnb  which  wonld  resDj 
suit  the  wants  of  that  ^rticnlar  ekss.  Those  dabs  were,  of 
course,  utterly  and  entirdy  inconsistent  with  the  nriacipla 
of  all  provident  institutions,  but  to  what  extent  taoe  vu 
weight  in  the  argument  which  was  need  was,  of  eome,  i 
matter  for  veiy  careful  oonsideratiou.  There  might  be  a  gint 
deal  to  condemn  in  them,  but  those  societies  must  not  be  con- 
sidered as  altogether  wanting  in  some  of  the  leatsrei  tbt 
make  provident  institutions  attractive  to  the  workja^  daan 
generally.  They  now  came  to  Burial  Clubs— sodetia  of  i 
totally  different  nature,  and  to  the  proceedings  of  which  tlicy 
were  mainly  indebted  for  the  feet  that  Fnrliament  had  tt  kl 
made  up  its  mind  to  inquire  thorouKhty  into  tiie  sal^jeet  He 
had  on  many  previous  occasions  called  puUic  attentma  to  tbe 
very  serious  evils  that  he  felt  were  oonneetod  with  the  ansage* 
ment  of  that  particular  sort  of  insuranoe  office.  Theopentkni 
of  some  of  these  insuranoe  sodeties  were  u^  a  gigsstie 
scale.  The  fioyal  liver  Society  wu  leodving  iram  tk 
working  daases  no  less  than  £176,000  a-year.  That  wood] 
has  at  the  present  moment  £232,000  of  invested  eapitel,  ud 
the  expenses  of  management  were  about  40  per  cent  os  tbo 
whde  of  the  income.  Some  of  the  aiguments  used  is  knu 
of  such  societies  were  voy  phuiiible.  It  wu  ssid  that  tk 
only  means  by  which  the^  could  persuade  the  workiac  dsM, 
u  a  mass,  to  ioin  a  provident  institution  at  all  wu  ^  goiBg 
from  door  to  door,  visiting  them,  and  entreating  then  to  jfa 
a  sodety.  They  wen  kept  up  by  a  huge  system  of  adverttas^ 
which  had  been  most  successnil.  But  then  eame  the  qsotioa 
whether,  having  succeeded  in  securing  a  desire  fer  pforidesce 
among  the  working  classes,  the  sodeties  were  rnllj  is  i 
pontion  to  meet  the  liabilities  which  ihej  were  soeqrtof. 
Upon  that  point  he  candidly  confessed  he  had  neter  hesid  uy 
opinion  whichplaoed  him  in  a  podtion  to  ibim  a  very  dtddd 
condunon.  Tney  were  told  by  those  sodeties  that  the  rate 
paid  u  a  premium  wu  sufficient  amply  to  cover  the  40  ja 
cent,  of  their  expenses  of  managemen^^  hut  if  they  euse  ts 
look  for  any  statistics,  or  any  infonnatio&  whidi  wodd  bear 
out  that  statement,  he  must  say  he  entirely  failed  to  fbid  thn. 
The  number  of  members  and  thdr  avenure  age  wu  not  ens 
known  to  the  managers  of  the  sodety.  Without  fDehsg  tbc 
slightest  desire  to  say  anythinK  which  micht  ia^un  aj 
iutitution  which  directly  or  inodrectly  benents  the  woAut 
classes,  he  must  say  that  that  wu  a  subject  which  vo«U 
require  careful  conndcration  at  the  hands  of  the  CasBniaMB 
to  he  appointed.  Unless  abej  succeeded  in  obtainmg  infcraa- 
tion  from  the  hands  of  the  members  of  friendly  sodctiei  the*- 
sdves  their  labours  would  be  entirdy  thrown  awa^.  Hov  vm 
that  information  to  be  obtained  P  Obrioudy  but  m  ou  mf-^ 
thatof  sending  Asdstant  Commissioners  intoevewlsige  toma 
tainnom 


theconntry,  where  they  would  be  able  to  obtain! 

and  those  who  were  carrying  on  the  work  of  ibsm  aoci^i 


to  ^e  question  whether  an  equivalent  advantage  ^i»  ^  ^ 
gained  in  Government  security  for  that  tendency  which  vosM 
probably  exist  to  discourage  thai  self-reliance  and  hsUlioi 
independence,  which  induce  so  many  of  the  workiag  diiaiB 
now  to  manase  these  societies  wdl  for  thsmsdvea,  ha  a» 
that  instead  of  injuring  the  soeieties  to  whieh  he  had  leftnd, 
it  would  have  the  effect  of  bringing  a  vast  number  of  Benben 
to  join  them,  simply  because  there  would  be  a  greater  affR* 
ciation  of  the  advantages  of  prorident  institutmu  pMnlv 
amon||^  the  masses  of  the  people.    But  if  it  were  aaked  m  il 


practicable  for  the  Government  to  undartake  tiie  i 

of  a  benefit  sodety,  he  must  confess  fliat  he  had  the  pvt^ 
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doubls  on  the  lulgect,  although  he  ahonld  ntjoice  if  such  a 
thing oooU be  broiiffht  aboat.  He  iroold  then  referto  the 
great  mocen  attending  Poet  Office  SaTingt*  BanluL  and  the 
oomiMntiTe  failure  of  the  inranmoe  and  annnity  seheme,  and 
pouted  out  what  he  oonudeied  the  eanaee.  If  the  Qoreniment 
had  any  real  intention  of  proriding  the  neoeaaaiy  10601117  for 
the  working  daaaei  in  the  matter  of  inanranoe,  ihej  moK  go 
at  any  rate  aa  low  aa  £6. 

The  Hon  and  Bev.  Saxuil  Bi8t,  one  of  the  lecretaiieL 
read  the  following  report : 

The  report  or  statement,  whieh  as  the  secretaries  of  the 
Fnendly  Society  Association  we  have  to  lay  before  this  meet- 
mg,  IS  rather  an  expiesaion  of  the  hopes  of  the  future  than  de- 
tails of  the  operations  of  the  past.  It  u  not  that  the  Association 
has  no  hist<ay  or  no  pest  transactions  to  record,  but  that  it 
hopes,  in  the  present  very  unsettled  state  of  the  Friendly  So- 
cieb  question  to  take  up  apart  which  shall  beusefolin  the 
settlement  of  the  Tezed  points  now  at  issue,  and  to  render  aid 
in  the  formation  of  a  good  and  sound,  and  settled  sjtitM  on 
which  the  friends  and  founders  of  friendly  societies  may  for  the 
future  act  It  may  be  interesting,  however,  to  those  who  for 
the  first  time  hear  of  this  Association  to  know  that  it  is  not  a 
new  society  now  springing  into  existence  for  the  first  time  in 
these  days  of  great  fertili^  in  this  respect,  bat  tiiat  it  has  been 
labouring  for  some  years  m  a  quiet  unobrtrusiTe  form,  endea- 
Tonring  to  brin^  societies  together,  and  to  correct  some  of  the 
erils  nnder  which  th^  have  been  labouring.  It  arose  in  a 
union  of  the  three  county  friendly  societies  of  Hants,  ITHlts, 
and  Dorset,  about  tiie  year  1863.  Its  first  meeting  was  at  Sa- 
lubury  in  1864,  under  the  oresidenOT  of  the  Bisht  Hon.  T.  S. 
Esteourt.  It  then  rBmorea  to  London,  and  enlarged  its  scope 
and  interests  br  bcluding  all  friendly  societies  within  it  opera- 
tions, but  still  holds  its  meetings  in  the  country,  moring  from 
place  to  place,  to  meet  the  convenience  of  its  members,  imd  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  or  locality  of  the  business  whieh  came 
before  it  for  consideration.  ScTcral  very  important  questions, 
as  inattenofappeal,or  advice,  have  at  diiferent  times  been 
submitted  to  it,  and  efforts  were  made,  but  not  with  any  great 
success,  to  procure  from  the  different  societies  in  union  with 
the  association,  such  returns  of  sickness  as  might  affori  some 
practical  ^de  in  determining  the  soundness  of  the  tables  on 
which  societies  are  acting.  The  opening  of  the  Friendly  So- 
oety  question  last  vear,  and  the  efforts  made  to  secure  for 
tJiem  a  safer  ana  mora  equitable  basis  determined  the 
managen  to  pie  a  more  central  and  general  character 
to  the  association.  By  the  implied  permission,  and  though 
the  kindness  of  tiie  Sodety  of  Arts,  it  was  allowed  to  hdd 
its  meetings  in  the  rooms  of  that  centre  of  social  im- 
provement. It  reformed  its  rules,  added  largely  and  nrudentiy 
to  the  numbers  of  its  vice-presidents  and  councU,  and  had  the 
good  fortune  to  secure  for  its  president  the  noble  earl  in  the 
chair.  The  object  of  the  Association  is  fullv  set  forth  in  the 
prospectus,  and  claims  to  bo  the  jpromotion  of  friendly  societies 
or  benefit  clubs  upon  sound  principles  of  assurance  suited  to 
the  industrial  ana  labouring  classes  1st,  By  devising  plans 
for  the  development  of  the  principles  of  insurance  societies. 
Sndlpr,  By  the  examination  of  the  rules  of  societies,  and  sng* 
ffestions  for  their  alteration  or  improvement.  Srdl^,  By  the 
eaoonragement  oftheinterehange  of  rights  and  nrivileges  be- 
tween ue  memben  of  different  societies.  4thly.  By  consi- 
deration of  the  bearing  the  Poor  Laws  on  Friendly  societies. 
6thlyt  By  the  suggestion  of  legislative  measures,  fithly.  By 
acting  as  a  court  of  reference  or  arbitration.  To  these  your 
secretaries  would  spedcally  request  your  attention,  and  in 
saving  a  few  words  in  enlargement  or  explanation  of  its 
otgect,  dose  this  report  or  statement  of  the  designs,  proposals, 
and  objects  of  the  Association.  It  will  be  readily  admitted  that 
friendly  societies  and  benefit  dubs  are  not  now  upon  sound  prin- 
ci^ee  of  assurance,  nor  upon  such  a  basis  as  is  suited  to  the 
inaustiial  and  labouring  dasses.  It  is  very  desirable  that  the 
real  position  of  friendly  sodeties  should  bo  recognized.  The 
Government  of  the  countrr  endeavoured  to  give  protection 
against  insolvent  and  fraudulent  officers  In  the  eyes  and  judg- 
ment of  the  public,  in  spite  of  all  redamations,  it  nas  been  sup- 
posed that  the  signature  of  the  registrar  certified  the  safety 
and  soundness  of  Uie  socie^.  Even  the  variety  of  rules  and 
tables,  and  the  wonderfol  differences  and  discrepandes  of  the 
latter  does  not  appear  dther  to  open  the  eyes  or  shake 
Uie  confidence  of  the  memben  or  their  friends.  The  late  Mr. 
Tidd  Fkatt  oonitantly  disdaimed^bat  mTam,  that  his  signature 


certified  anything  more  than  the  legality  of  the  rules,  and  that 
the  tables  had  been  certified  by  an  actuary.  To  the  varieties 
and  discrepandes  of  those  tables  allusion  has  been  already 
made.  To  the  same  actuaries  are  referred  the  ^ninqnennial 
valuations  of  the  liabilities  and  assets  of  the  sodeties,  and  with 
the  same  uncertainty.  These  are  difilcnlties  and  obstades 
which  require  and  ought  to  be  provided  aoainst,  but  there  are 
others,  and  especially  as  contemplating  viUa^  sodeties,  which 
are  of  a  stiU  graver  character— namely,  the  inadequate  hands 
into  which  the  management  and  workmg  out  of  such  sodeties 
fidl.  The  calculations  and  tables  may  be  perfect,  tiie  rules 
carefolly  and  wisely  drawn  up,  and  the  whole  sode^  en  n^^ 
but  if  it  wants  an  understanduig  mind  or  minds  to  enter  into 
the  spirit  of  it,  or  habits  of  business  and  account  in  its  officers, 
what  security  can  be  fdt  in  it  P  It  is  too  nice  and  dose  in 
its  calculations  to  leave  any  margin  for  incapadty  or  fraud.  It 
may  be  hoped  that  these  points  will  be  brought  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Boyal  Cknnmisnoners  about  to  be  appointed, 
and  that  such  a  bodv  of  men  will  bo  put  upon  that  commission 
as  will  be  capable  of  entering  into  the  real  difficulties  of  the 
case,  and  who,  not  treating  it  merdv  as  a  financial  question, 
will  see  in  it  one  which  affiscts  vitaUy  the  dearest  and  best 
interests  of  the  largest  dass  of  her  Majesty's  subjects,  and  who, 
at  least  in  this  reject,  require  more  than  all  others  encourage- 
ment and  protection.  It  is  the  best^  most  thoughtful,  and  most 
provident  of  the  working-classes  whose  interests  are  involved, 
and  we  must  not  on  the  one  hand  dther  ignore  their  present 
state,  which  education  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  enlighten,  nor 
must  we  throw  them  off  into  the  cold  shade  of  perfect  freedom 
and  irrespondbility  without  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  oountry  to  give  security  to  their  sodeties, 
thdr  savings,  and  investments,  by  proteetin|f  them  a|;ainst 
incapacity  and  fnud.  The  efforts  of  tne  committee  on  friendly 
sodeties,  which  laboured  to  procure  the  fioyal  Commisdon  on 
this  important  subject,  must  not  be  passed  over  without  the 
warmest  thanks  of  aU  the  promoten  and  members  of  friendly 
societies,  and  especially  of  their  sister  association,  which  is  now 
labouring  to  carry  on  and  complete  the  work.  The  result  must 
rest  with  the  commisdoners  not  yet  appointed,  but  if  the  sub- 
ject be  not  inquired  into  in  all  its  ramifications  and  oonse- 
auences— if  it  be  contracted  or  limited  in  its  application,  and 
tie  opportunity  be  lost — ^it  will  be  a  cause  of  gnef  and  lasting 
grief  to  those  who  have  looked  to  it,  and,  reasonably,  for  the 
dearing  up  of  a  great  question,  and  for  the  removal  of  the 
overwhelming  difficulties  which  now  paralyse  the  exertions  of 
those  labouring  to  secure  independence,  and  to  keep  themsdves 
from  the  odd  comfort  and  charitv  of  the  poor's  rates.  It  is 
eamestiy  hoped  that  the  papers  about  to  be  read,  and  the  dis- 
cusdon  provoked  therelqr*  will  lead  to  the  elud^tion  of 
questions  of  interest,  and  the  furtherance  of  the  cause  which 
our  verypresence  here  shows  that  we  have  at  heart. 

The  Hon.  Edwasd  Stanhope,  M.A.,  read  a  paper  on 
"Benefit  Clubs  from  the  Point  of  View  of  the  Aj^cultnral 
Labourer."  After  describing  the  "  sharing-out,"  and  sinUkr 
dubs  in  the  rural  district,  he  thus  oonduded :  The  last  agency 
to  which  1  would  direct  your  attention  is  one  that  has  often 
been  described,  and  has  of  late  years  met  with  increasing 
favour.  It  is  the  proposd  to  extend  the  system  of  Post  Office 
Insurances,  and  to  enable  labourers  to  insure  themsdves  at  the 
Post  Office  foruckne8s-pay,just  as  they  can  now  secure  an- 
nuities. It  is  a  scheme  which  has  been  strongly  advocated  by 
several  able  writen,  which  received  the  approval  of  the  Royal 
Commisdon  on  the  employment  of  the  agrieuUuralpopulation, 
and  was  strongly  urged  upon  the  attention  of  the  Chovemment 
by  a  deputation  from  the  Acnt  Friendly  Sodety,  and  numerops 
other  associations  in  Kent.  '*  It  was  in  effect  a  petition  for  a 
Post  Office  Friendly  Sodety,  which  being  conducted  by  the  same 
central  authority  which  is  already  managing  the  business  of 
annuities  and  sums  payable  at  death,  shallmake  its  way  to  the 
labouring  classes  through  the  same  cnannel,  the  oountry  post 
offices."  One  formidable  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  adoption 
of  any  such  scheme  is  the  enormous  amount  of  additional  la- 
bour already  cast  upon  country  postmasters.  But  this  appears 
to  me  to  arise  not  from  the  excen  of  labour,  but  from  the 
miserable  remunention  offered  for  the  services  performed. 
Higher  pay  would  soon  secure  a  dass  of  persons  well  aUe  to 
undertake  an  extra  duty  which,  although  respondblci  would 
not  be  very  onerous.  But  would  it  be  posdble  to  guard  i^jainst 
impodtion,  the  usual  safeguard  of  personal  supervision  by 
neighbours,  members  of  the  same  dab,  bdng  removed  P    The 


Digitized  by 


Google 


516 


THB  FASMBB'S  ItAGAZINB. 


oondanTO  ftoiwer  to  ihis  briefly  ii,  that  in  practice  tmall  local 
dabs  are  not  found  to  sniliBr  len  from  imposition  than  large 
county  ones.  The  connty  of  Kent  Friendly  Society,  for  in- 
stance, whose  operations  are  extended  OTcr  a  very  wide  area, 
claim  that  thrir  sickness  rate  is  notonlv  not  greater  than  in 
small  societies,  bnt  is  actually  reddcea  to  a  little  more  than 
one-half  by  the  energetic  means  of  self-protection  adopted  by 
the  society.  Wonld  not  a  Post  Office  Friendly  Society  have 
the  same  means  of  fpiarding  against  fraud  I  Such  a  sodeljr. 
besides  the  unquestionable  security  which  it  would  offer,  would 
extend  a  trustworthy  system  of  insurance  to  all  parts  of  the 
country,  andwonld  gire  mcilities  to  the  members  ot  moTingfrom 
one  psirt  of  the  country  to  another,  and  of  making  or  receiring 
payments  in  their  new  home,  far  greater  than  those  offered  by 
the  large  or^izations,  such  as  the  Manchester  Unity  of  Odd 
Fellows,  which  hafc  proved  so  great  a  boon  to  the  laboaring 
class.  I  trust  that  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  this  association 
to  endorse  this  scheme,  and  to  press  it  strongly  upon  the  at- 
tention of  the  Ooyemment  and  of  the  Royal  Commission 
now  abont  to  commence  its  inquiry.  To  country  districts 
it  cannot  fiul  to  prove  an  adyantage  of  incalculable  im- 
portance. 

** Benefit  Sodeties  and  the  Poor  Law"  was  dealt  with 
by  the  Ber.  J.  Y.  Stbatton,  of  Ditton,  one  of  the  secretaries 
to  the  association,  who  said :  The  poor-rate  is  the  virtual 
superannuation  fond  of  the  fiirm  labourer's  societies,  and 
the  annual  election  is  the  trap-door  bv  which  the  member  is 
transferred  to  the  rate.  Be  conduded  his  paper  as  follows: 
In  order  to  prevent  the  spread  of  a  state  of  moral  and  social 
degredation  which  Ib  en^ndered  wherever  men  tamel]f  submit 
to  the  humiliating  position  of  paupers,  and  spend  their  wans 
and  often  waste  their  time  on  pauperising  benefit  clubs,  tne 
special  attention  of  the  Poor  Law  Board  ia  required.  Leaving 
to  Boards  of  Ghiardians  the  usual  discretionary  poner  of  ap- 
plying a  fixed  prindple  of  dealing  with  members  of  dubs  wno 
apply  for  relief  it  would  not  be  ufficuH  to  insure  such  a  course 
or  tnatment  as  would  encourage  labourers  to  take  more  care 
in  the  investment  of  their  surplus  wages  than  th^  have 
hitherto  shown.  For  instance:  1.  Let  boards  mnt  out- 
door relief  to  applicants  bebnging  to  approved  friendly 
sodeties,  where  tne  sickness  jpay  is  insumdent  for  their 
need.  S.  Let  them  refuse  rehef,  other  than  the  house,  to  ap- 
plicants being  members  of  dubs  which  in  their  oonstraction, 
cost,  and  management,  have  the  poor-rate  relief  in  view. 
For  which  purpose  certain  facilities  should  be  given  to  the 
Begistrar  m  Friendlv  Sodeties  which  would  enable  him  to 
give  a  list  of  approved  and  trustworthy  sodeties  to  Boards  of 
Guardians.  S.  The  nuschief  which  has  resulted  to  cotta^rs 
under  the  compounding  act  in  force  should  also  be  dealt  with. 
It  would  have  a  most  salutary  effect  on  the  moral  and  social 
condition  of  oottamrs,  if  they  were  made  to  pay  their  share 
of  the  rate  as  it  foil  due,  instead  of  paying  in  the  rent  a  sum 
in  excess  of  the  amount  chargeable  on  their  tenements.  The 
mode  of  ^  farming  the  rates,**  as  it  has  been  termed,  constitutes 
in  the  opinion  of  intelligent  labourers  a  grievance.  Why 
should  they  be  charged  4d.  or  more  a  week  in  the  rent  in  lien 
of  rates,  when  the  owner  does  not  pay  more  than  5s.  or  6s.  a 
yearP  Their  notion  of  redressing  tms  grievance  is  to  get  as 
much  as  they  possibly  can  from  the  rate.  Chiims  which  at 
present  are  pressed  on  the  Guardians,  with  the  support  and  sym- 
pathy of  cottagers,  would  fall  into  dirfavour  as  soon  as  it  became 
their  interest  to  lighten  the  burden  of  tiie  rate,  instead  of 
being,  as  they  are  now  utterly  indifferent  whether  there  are 
two  rates  in  the  year  or  three  or  more.  The  difficulty  of  col- 
lecting the  rate  as  it  foUs  due  appears  to  have  been  overstated. 
The  cottager  will  pay  with  no  greater  rductance  than  those  who 
rent  larger  houses,  the  tenants  being  in  dther  case  little  more 
than  the  channd  through  which  the  rate  is  pud,  though  they 
have  suffident  interest  to  insure  thdr  wishing  that  payment  to  be 
unaU.  In  concludon  we  express  the  hope  that  &e  forthcom- 
ing Boyal  Commisdon  of  inquiry  into  Friendlv  Societies  will 
direct  its  attention  to  the  bearing  of  the  poor  law  on  benefit 
sodeties.  The  asdstance  of  the  Poor  Law  Board  would  pro- 
bably be  given  for  this  purpose,  and  a  drcular  letter,  accom- 
panied hj  a  few  questions  to  Boards  of  Guardians,  would  eUdt 
information  at  little  trouble  and  expense,  and  of  great  value  to 
the  country.  Closdy  following  on  such  alterations  as  are 
advocated  in  tills  paper  in  the  mode  of  administering  reHef, 
an4  in  tiie  collection  of  rates,  we  should  begin  to  nurk  im- 
provementi  in  the  benefit  sodeties.    At  tiie  same  time  it  seems 


only  foir  to  the  daaaei  on  whose  behalf  we  write,  thstifikc 
facilities  for  hdp  fircm  the  poor  rates  should  beoome  tone- 
what  less,  the  attention  of  the  legisUture  ought  to  be  dnvn 
to  the  provision  of  means,  which,  at  no  cost  whatever  to  the 
country,  might  be  given  to  enable  young  and  prudent  hbooira 
to  work  out  their  own  indqiendence,  by  investing  in  safe  ia- 
surances  those  funds  which  at  present  are  being  wastd  ii 
benefit  societies  so  called.  Such  boiefioent  care  on  the  put 
of  those  who  govern,  would  not  onlv  save  persons,  not  V? 
nature  more  improvident  than  their  fellow  coantrymeo,  fne 
ultimate  penury,  but  what  is  of  more  consequence,  wodd  i&  tk 
long  run  eontnbute  Uzgely  to  their  sodal  and  monl  elmtia. 

The  *'  Friendly  Socirty  of  the  Future  **  was  described  hj  Mr. 
W.  U.  Michael,  who  said,  as  a  fundamental  prindple,  fiMf 
sodeties  shouhl  be  interfered  with  as  little  as  possible  bj  tte 
State.  Centralixation  would  deprive  the  people  of  a  povofd 
means  of  self-education;  beddea,  idleness  and  mafisgenss 
can  hardly  be  prevented  by  poet-<^oe  supervirion.  He  mn 
an  inexpensive  mode  of  arbitntioa  in  the  difficdties  coa- 
tinually  arising  between  members  and  societies  is  modi  vuted, 
and  he  suggests  that  abairister,  a  doctor,  and  an  actony  dunH 
form  the  commisdon.  As  there  are  more  tiian  20,000  aoordei 
in  exietence,  the  payment  of  6s.  annually  from  each  wocM 
supply  a  fond  adequate  to  its  effectiTe  working,  vitfawit  a.- 
tailing  any  cost  on  the  country,  the  registrar  then,  ai  dov, 
beinff  the  only  charge  on  the  Consolidated  Ftand.  £sch  meo- 
her  should  have  a  policy  and  copy  of  rules  nponadmiisioato 
a  sodety,  and  no  change  ftom  one  society  to  anotber  li^yM 
be  valid  without  written  authority  6t>m  the  member ;  wliiie, 
where  collectors  are  appointed,  no  forfeiture  should  t^  place 
from  failure  of  the  collector  to  caU  for  llie  periodical  sabsnip- 
tion  until  notice  had  been  sent  from,  the  chief  office,  ornnrHt 
branch  office  of  the  sodety,  of  the  de&ult  of  the  member, 
stating  the  amount)  and  givins  seven  days'  notice  of  cbia  fer 
payment.  To  each  sodety  a  benevoloit  fond  attadied  would 
be  a  ^reat  boon ;  and  to  this  those  who  wish  to  aid  tnes&s 
sodeties  would  do  good  service  by  subscribing.  Out  of  this  M 
loans  might  be  made,  or  gifts  of  small  sums  to  deserying  mm- 
hers  pressed  down  bv  sudden  cahunity  or  distress,  ia  order  to 
prevent  a  loss  of  benefit  by  non-payment  of  sobsaiptJoa 
money;  but  that  form  of  benevolence  now  existing,  vhid 
maintains  and  upholds  a  sodety,  and  without  which  it  cosli 
not  exist,  is  hurtful  rather  than  beneficial,  for  it  mako  the 
members  trust  to  others  where  they  should  depend  od  then- 
selves  ;  and  when  from  death  of  the  benefiictor,  or  other 
causes,  the  hdp  is  no  lon^r  forthcoming,  the  socktf  eaa  oo 
longer  exist.  The  adoption  of  regulated  rates  of  pftp«&t 
according  to  age,  supervidon  of  funds,  and  preveDtioii « 
management  expenses  trenching  on  dckness  and  death  fuds, 
supervision  of  aecounta  by  the  registrar,  liidr  production  ren- 
dered compulsory,  an  easy  mode  of  settlemeut  of  difereo:^ 
and  hdp  and  advice  to  sodeties  in  difficulties,  appear  to  M 
the  chief  wanto,  which,  when  supplied,  would  procwc  fortM 
friendly  sodety  of  the  future  an  extended  sphere  of  nst»ml 
usefulness. 

Mr.  Pin OHBXCs;  the  parliamentary  agent  to  the  Fore^ 
gave  some  information  with  regard  to  that  sodety,  and  b« 
pointed  out  that  if  one  of  thdr  courte  were  brokea  op  tie 
members  could  come  on  the  district  fund,  and  sAerwds  <m 
the  Hirii  Court  fund.  He  could  not  conodre  aaT^estua 
more  difficult  than  legislation  on  tiie  matter  of  nvBdl; 
sodeties. 

The  Rev.  B.  B.  Wwght  described  a  Court  rf  For^ 
which  had  been  formed  in  his  parish,  and  sud  he  found  a  f^ 
vidous  point  in  the  rules.  AUpaid  the  same  sum,  vhattrff 
their  age.  This  he  had  suocenud  in  indndog  them  to  il^ 
with  regard  to  the  admisdon  of  new  members.  He  w»^ 
at  aU  aware  that  there  was  an^  fund  on  which  the  me&ben 
could  rely  should  their  own  fiul.  . 

Hr.  KiEN  regretted  to  say  that  the  laigeat  Nm» 
of  members  on  the  sick-list  of  finend^  societies  geDenll)  m 
when  there  was  a  dearth  of  employment.  ^ 

The  Earl  of  EomrtT  referred  to  the  popdarity  d  tw 
small  clubs  in  this  district,  and  sdd,  speakin|  upon  b^  o"^ 
experience  of  the  Kent  Friendly  Society,  worimig  ^om,Vz 
entirdyto  themsdves,  did  not  make  Aeir  sdcdioa  T«IJJf^' 

Mr.  Bokham-Caetbr  said  those  who  advocated  a  Goren- 
ment  interference  had  no  idea  whatever  of  tabitf  the  cosffoi 
out  of  the  haiul^  of  the  govenmi^  Wiei  if  fl»  «^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  FABMEB'S  ItAGAZIKB. 


617 


LordLiCRmtB,  inrMamingthe  discnsuoD,  said  the  case 
i  made  oat  by  Mr.  Stratton  against  the  sharing-ont  dabs  in 
lis  district  was  a  yery  strong  one.  Those  societies  were 
>rmed,  it  seemed  for  the  express  purpose  of  Uirowing  their 
lembera  erentnally  on  the  poor  rate.  He  conld  not  heln 
unking  that  they  had  among  them  many  persons  who  haa 
een,  or  were  still,  members  of  those  sharing-ont  societies,  and 
;  wnas  for  them  to  say  whether  the  serions  charge  bronxht 
plnst  them  by  Ifr.  Stratton  was  really  eorreet  or  not.  One 
f  the  most  important  subjects  that  was  brought  before  the 
3nferenoe  thai  morning  was  one  that  must  be  of  the  greatest 
Dssible  interest  to  all  wno  desire  to  see  habits  of  prondenee 
iltivated  among  the  working  ebsses.  It  was  a  propNosal  in  Mr. 
taahope's  paper  for  the  establishment  of  sodetiea  hy  the 
K>Teniment  with  Government  security,  not  only  as  they  at 
resent  exist  for  insoranoe  andpaymente  at  death,  and  forannni- 
iea,  bat  also  for  payment  in  sickness.  At  the  openine  of  the 
onlerence  he  pointed  out  the  difficulties  which  would  attend 
ny  such  plan,  and  several  who  spoke  afterwards  pointed  out 
iiat  it  would  be  almost  impossible  for  the  Government  through 
he  Post  Office  to  protect  themselves  against  fraud  and  ma- 
ingering.    He  must  confess  that  if  the  Government  were  able 

0  see  their  way  practically  to  cany  out  such  a  scheme,  he  did 
lot  think  their  doing  so  could  be  objected  to  on  anything  like 
euonable  grounds.  But  here  came  the  next  Question,  which 
ras,  to  his  mind,  of  the  next  importance  in  what  had  taken 
ilaoe  in  the  morning.  That  was  as  regards  Government  in- 
erference  with  those  societies,  and  on  that  point  he  wished 
ery  much  to  hear  some  further  opinion  on  the  part  of  mem- 
lers  of  those  societies,  and  persons  who  have  peculiar  experi- 
nee  in  the  working  of  them.  The  question  was  what  would 
hey  call  Government  intetferenoeP  If  the  Government  re- 
iniied  that  sudi  accounts  should  be  laid  before  the  public  an- 
inally,  as  to  enable  all  persons  easily  to  form  a  correct  con- 
losion  as  to  the  solvency  of  such  societies,  would  that  be  called 
lovemment  inteiference?  All  he  could  say  was  that  at  the 
resent  moment  the  large  insurance  offices  for  the  rich  are  under 
tr  more  stringent  restrictions  and  regulations.  Not  one  half 
f  the  societies  now  sent  up  their  returns,  and  those  who  did, 
ent  them  in  a  shape  utterly  unintelligible  to  anybody  who 
rished  to  obtain  uformation  firom  them.  This  should  be 
emedied  in  some  kind  of  way.  If  they  did  not  comply  with  the 
E^goLitions  laid  down  by  Act  of  Parliament,  he  thought  th^ 
bould  not  be  recognised,  as  th^  hitherto  had  been,  by  ob- 
uaing  a  Government  certificate.  He  entirely  agreed  that 
liere  should  be  a  minimum  of  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
lOvemment,  but  more  stringent  regulations  and  lestrictions 
iioold  be  insisted  upon.  It  was  of  the  ntmost  importance  that 
lie  Aoyal  Commission  about  to  be  appointed  should  be  supplied 
'ith  every  information  that  can  be  obtained  bearing  on  the 
cjnstitution  and  management  of  all  the  different  classes  of 
[)cietie8  throughout  the  country.  ^  Then  Parliament  would  be 

1  a  position  to  legislate  satiifactorilv  on  the  subject.  Of  this, 
owever,  he  was  perfectly  assnred  tnat  whatever  remedies  are 
ontrived,  whatever  Government  chooses  to  do  in  the  way 
f  founding  provident  institutions  for  the  working  classes,  that 
lere  will  always  be  a  number  of  societies  open  to  all  the 
Vila  and  objections  thety  had  heard  that  day,  so  long  as  there 
aa  not  among  the  masses  of  the  working  popahtion  of  this 
gantry  that  better  education  which  the^  all  smcerely  trusted 
le  legislation  of  the  hut  Session  of  Parliament  would  secure  to 
lem.  His  Lordship  then  said  a  question  was  raised  in  the  course 
f  the  discussion  that  morning  as  to  whether  the  large  affiliated 
xdetiea,  such  as  Odd  Pellows  and  Forresters,  could  Uy  claim 
>  the  position  they  professed  to  hold  as  one  large  united 
>ciety,  seeing  that  they  had  branches  all  over  the  country, 
ime  of  which  branches  might  be  solvent  and  others  insolvent, 
ad  it  was  implied  that  if  one  of  those  lodges  or  branches  hap- 
ened  to  be  unsound,  or  to  fail,  the  societv  as  a  whole  would 
ot  be  responsible.  Now  that  assertion  haa  been  contradicted 
y  Mr.  Pinchbeck,  the  Parliamentary  agent  of  the  Poresters, 
id  he  had  nlaced  in  his  (Lord  Lichfield's}  hands  a  copy  of 
le  general  laws  of  (he  society,  which  showed  that  membexa  of 
*dm  so  broken  up  nught  join  a  district  or  high  court  fund. 

The  Hon.  and  Aev.  S.  Bkst  delivered  an  address  on  the  ob- 
icts  of  the  Friendly  Society  Association. 

The  Hon.  £.  Staithops  addressed  the  meeting  on  the  ad- 
intsj^  of  a  Post-office  friendly  Societiv,  pointing  out  tlie 
Kzurity  wluoh  such  an  institution  would  have,  and  combating 
le  argoments  which  might  be  UMd  against  it.   Hesaidpos^ 


masters  had  already  been  tmplojei  by  the  Kent  Friendly 
Sodetj,  and  the  qjrstem  was  round  to  answer  admirably,  the 
rate  ox  sickness  being  much  lower  than  in  many  of  the  other 
sodeties.  A  Post-office  Friendly  Society,  he  said,  need  not 
interfere  with  other  well-managed  institutions,  but  it  would 
fill  up  ground  which  was  now  vacant. 

LordFrrzwjLLTSR  said,  as  a  supporter  of  the  County  of 
Kent  Friendly  Society,  he  was  veiy  glad  to  hear  it  spoken  of 
with  such  confidence.  One  of  the  fint  objects  of  their  meet- 
ing was  to  consider  how  they  could  render  those  societies  real^ 
useful  and  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  those  attached  to  them. 
Let  them  consider  how  a  society  showed  itself  worthy  of  their 
confidence.  In  the  first  place  it  must  be  always  ready  to  pay 
a  fair  chum  made  upon  it ;  and  it  should  have  in  reserve  a 
large  sum  of  money  ready  in  case  the  demand  should  be 
greater.  In  that  respect  the  County  of  Kent  Friendly  Society 
was  well  worthy  of  their  regard.  He  was  far  from  saying, 
however,  that  small  societies,  similarly  well  conducted  in  the 
pUu»  in  which  they  lived,  were  not  equal^  desirable.  It  was 
all  very  well  to  ei\]oy  a  jovial  evening  once  a  year,  but  such 
matters  on^ht  not  to  be  mixed  up  wiui  the  ojwrations  of  the 
society  which  they  looked  upon  to  aid  them  m  times  of  sick- 
ness and  old  age.  The  question  which  they  had  met  to  con- 
sider was  a  great  one.  It  interested  the  whole  country  at 
lar^,  for  what  could  be  more  important  than  that  the  means 
which  they  had  provided  for  the  contingencies  of  the  flature 
should  be  well  and  properly  applied  P  TThe  anxious  wish  of 
the  country  was  toconsid^  all  the  points  bearing  on  the  question, 
and  they  would  have  the  opportunity  before  the  Boyal  Com- 
mission of  giving  evidence,  and  taking  steps  to  investigate 
matters  which  seemed  to  require  explanation.  He  was  quite 
sure,  as  reasonable  men,  they  would  oe  desirous  that  in  a  fair 
andViroper  spirit  those  inquiries  should  be  made. 

Mr.  PiNCHBSCK,  of  the  London  District  of  Foresters, 
entered  into  some  of  the  details  of  Forestry,  showing  that 
members  might  be  transferred  from  one  district  to  another, 
and  even  to  Australia  and  the  colonies,  without  losing  any  of 
their  privilej^.  He  referred  to  their  system  of  settung  dis- 
putes oy  arbitration,  and  their  several  Courts  of  Appeal  and 
said  he  believed  that  their  system  was  as  perfect  as  it  could  be 
made.  They  wanted  no  Iloyal  Commission  to  interfere  in 
that  matter ;  they  nreferred  to  trust  to  their  own  brothers 
rather  than  to  any  Conner  Court  jury  in  existence. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot,  M.P.,  said  in  many  matters  they  con- 
stantlj  heard  that  certain  things  should  not  be  done  without 
oonsunin^  the  working  dasses.  But  he  would  remind  them  that 
the  working  classes  were  not  the  whole  nation,  and  that  other 
chsses  ouffht  to  be  considered  as  welL  The  present,  however, 
was  one  of  those  very  few  questions  which  concerned  almost 
exclusively  the  workmg  dasses,  and  it  was  with  that  view  that 
the  Chairman  and  other  speakers  sought  to  hear  their  opinions, 
BO  that  they  might  know  what  were  thdr  feelings  on  the 
matter.  There  was  a  necessity  among  the  working  classes, 
not  only  to  provide  for  sickness  and  burial  expenses — ^wliich 
the  sharing-ont  dub^  he  was  afraid,  rarely  did— but  that 
their  widows  and  chil^pen  should  have  something  to  fall  back 
upon  when  they  were  suddenly  removed  by  death.  If  he  was 
not  much  mistaken  very  few  or  the  working  dasses  made  that 
provision ;  and,  if  he  spoke  honestly  on  the  subject  it  was 
from  this  cause — ^not  that  they  had  not  wages  enough,  but 
that  they  did  not  make  the  most  of  the  wages  that  they  had. 
He  pointed  out  that  the  provident  and  temperate  (who  might 
naturally  be  expected  to  live  the  lon^t),  who  ought  to  have 
the  most  ample  security  in  time  of  sickness  from  the  benefit 
society  to  which  they  might  bdong,  were  generallly  those  who 
were  certain  to  be  thrown  upon  the  poor  rate.  If  one  of  the 
effects  of  the  Commission  was  to  put  a  kind  of  stamp  on  sound 
sodeties,  so  that  it  might  be  known  whether  they  could  be 
really  trusted,  it  would  have  a  most  advantainBous  effect.  He 
trusted  that  before  long  Government  and  Parliament  would 
take  up  the  matter,  and  see  that  the  working  classes  of  this 
country  were  no  lonmr  deluded  b^^  bad  societies. 

Mr.  Booth,  a  woridng  man,  said  he  belonged  to  a  shaiiiug- 
out  dub,  called  the  Cranbrook  Provident  Institution,  and  Efi 
described  its  working  as  bdng  upon  sound  prindples. 

The  noble  Chaibxan  askea  that  the  rales  of  the  aodety 
might  be  sent  to  the  secretaries. 

The  Bev«  D.  D.  Stxwart  pointed  cgit  the  evils  which  at- 
tended badly  managed  dub«.  In  the  course  of  his  experience^ 
U  ft  ^^BTZJiam  citending  orer  nearly  thir^  years,  he  was 
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ooite  penaadod  there  was  an  evil  which  ra^nired  remoTal. 
Orer  and  orer  again  he  had  to  ipnpsthiBe  with  artiaans  and 
labourers,  whose  dabs  had  fiuled  when  they  had  arrited  at  a 
time  of  life  when  they  oonld  not  enter  a  new  one.  The 
healthy  point  of  this  meeting  was  that  Tarioiu  ranks  of 
society  were  bringing  their  minds  to  bear  on  the  veiy  same  point. 
Mr.  BoNHAM  Ca&ter,  H.P.J  asked  for  a  show  of  hands  of 
those  who  were  members  of  friendly  societies.— The  result 
was  that  it  was  shown  that  a  Teiy  groi^  migority  were  members 
of  some  society. — He  then  referred  to  the  commission  about  to 
be  appointed,  and  said  he  apprehended  that  the  pe$i  blot 
which  was  supposed  to  east,  and  of  which  the  merits  and  de- 
merits were  to  be  inquired  into,  was  connected  with  Burial 
Societies,  which  did  not  pretail  in  this,  as  they  did  in  mann- 
faotnring  districts.  With,  regsrd  to  Mr.  IMbot's  suggestion, 
he  thought  it  was  impossible  for  the  GoTemment  to  put  a 
stamp  on  societies,  so  that  they  might  jud{^  if  they  were 
sound.  He  belicTed  that  the  uoremment  might  be  able  to 
afford  them  the  most  TalnaUe  information  possible,  which, 
with  a  Yeiy  small  amount  of  education,  they  might  be  able  to 
apply  themselYes.  He  referred  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
Odd  Fellows  had  worked  out  their  tables  of  sickness,  which, 
he  said,  were  not  only  inraluable  to  them,  but  exceeding  bene- 
ficial to  every  society.  What  he  wanted  was  that  meinoen  of 
Friendly  Societies  should  understand  that  the  matter  rests 
mainly  with  themselves. 


Mr.  Hamkond  (Aylesfoid),  moved  '*  That  the  Fri»« 
dety  Association,  be  requested  to  communieate  wilh  tks  I 
mission  whieh  this  meeting  learns  her  Migesty  is  about  to  »• 
point  on  the  sulgect  of  the  Friendly  Societies,  and  pledge  iWf 
to  co-operate  with  them  as  far  as  may  be  in  their  pover.ii 
givinginformation  with  regard  to  the  state  of  the  law,  laiib 
administration  with  regard  to  such  sodetaeB." 

Mr.  Wood  (Aylesford),  seoonded  the  motioD,  whidi  nt 
carried. 

Mr.  Powell,  a  Forester,  Mr.Povej,a  BflSDber  vi^JrMj 
Sodety  of  Inmfounders,  and  Mr.  BramUe,  Seeretey  toa 
Maidstone  branch  of  the  Manohestar  Unitv,  dspiecstd^f 
Qoyeminent  interforenoe  with  the  iatetnal  managsmsBt  if 
their  societies. 

Mr.  fioHHAK  CiKTiB,  in  rsply,  said  wifli  vqgmd  to  "k^B- 
lative  interfiDrance*'  the  term  was  very  much  misniAfatK 
and  he  pointed  out  that  he  was  present  when  the  aathorad 
representatives  of  the  neat  societies  met  Lord  liehfidd  st  bi 
house,  and  begsed  his  lordship  to  advocate  a  eonudsMB  of  in- 
quiry. He  believed  that  that  inquiiT  would  bringositk 
good  quaUties  of  the  Odd  Fdlows  and  Fdresten,thstit  vdbU 
strengtiientheir  hands,  and  enable  them  to  sifi  out  tiie  ebf 
from  the  com,  and  show  that  a  certain  dan  of  societisi  vcn 
trading  on  what  was  not  a  sdid  foundation. 

Votes  of  thanks  were  then  moved. 


THE    CENTRAL    YETEEINABY    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 


The  first  ordinary  mneral  meeting  of  this  society  was  held 
in  the  rooms.  Lower  Seymour-stiee^  Portman-sqnare,  the  pre- 
sident, Mr.  Geo.  Fleining,  F.R.G.S.,  FJLL.S.,  M.a.C. Y.S., 
in  the  chair. 

The  Pbxstdznt  said  tiiat  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Council 
it  had  been  wisdy  arranged  that  the  evening  of  the  first  meeting 
of  the  society  should  not  be  ooeupied  by  an  inaugural  address. 
He  had,  therefore,  but  a  few  remarks  to  make,  and  they  were 
of  a  brief  character ;  for  papers  had  been  prepared  for  reading 
on  subjects  of  great  importance  to  the  society  and  profession, 
which  would  claim  their  attention  before  anything  he  might 
say.  ThOT  were  met  to  inaugurate  the  establismnent  and 
opening  or  a  Central  Veterinary  Medical  Sodety,  which  had 
been  resolved  upon  by  the  veterinarians  of  the  metropolis  in 
the  most  enthusiastic  manner :  and  one  of  the  greatest  evi- 
dences of  the  xeal  with  which  tne  sulject  was  tsken  up  might 
be  accepted  in  the  large  attendance  on  that  occasion.  The 
sodety  is  followbg  in  the  wake  of  a  large  movement  which 
has  boBn  going  on  for  some  time  in  the  provinces,  dosdy  asso- 
ciated with  a  gentieman  whom  he  was  glad  to  see  present  (Mr. 
Greaves,  of  Manchester),  and  although  probably  late  in  that 
movement,  he  (the  president)  j  fdt  that  he  could  discern 
abundant  elements  for  the  widest  extension  and  most  powerful 
operation  sf  the  Metropolitan  Veterinary  Medical  Society.  It 
is  well  kuown  that  the  position  of  vetoinary  sdence  is  not  so 
high  as  it  should  be,  nor  is  it  appredated  by  otiiers  as  it  de- 
serves even  now,  under  all  its  shortcomings ;  the  podtion  alio 
of  the  members  of  the  profesnon  is  sadly  behind  the  require- 
ments of  the  age.  The  Central  Veterinary  Medical  SodeW  wfll 
undoubtedly  cofect  an  improvement  and  raise  the  status  of  ooth. 
It  is  a  notable  fact  that  by  the  rubbini;  together  of  minds, 
however  talented,  advancement  must  be  made,  and  the  oppor- 
tunity has  now  arisen  to  cultivate  this  in  an  eminent  degree. 
It  is  most  probable  that  the  podtion  of  the  profbsdon,  as 
recognised  bv  government  and  the  various  local  authorities 
throughout  the  kingdom,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  undesirable 
state  of  things  as  now  existing.  Policemen,  butchers,  &o.,  are 
employed,  to  the  exdudon  of  members  of  the  profesnon. 
when  they  alone  should  be  the  competent  authorities  on  all 
Questions  relating  to  the  maladies  of  our  domestic  animals. 
Thepr  must  remember  that  as  members  of  the  veterinary  pro- 
fiMsion,  they  are  sdentiflc  men  \  and  as  fellows  of  the  Central 
Veterinsnr  Medical  Sodety,  thqr  are  bent  on  sdentiflc  attain- 
ments. The  ol^ects  of  the  sodefy  are  manifbld.  By  pro- 
moting the  meetug  together  of  the  members  of  tiie  profession, 
a  mutual  denre  for  advancement  will  be  encouraged.  They 
are  solidted  for  then  opinions,  raised  under  great  can  and 


attention,  and  there  they  will  be  sifted  to  diseover  tkir  tmh 
and  applicability.  The  promotion  and  diaaeaunatioB  of  sosu 
doctrmes  forms  an  important  feature  of  the  sode^r*  ud  te 
will  be  gathered  flfom  personal  observation,  as  well  as  loestiic 
investigation  and  experiments,  when  necessary,  uodcr  sns* 
mittees  oi:^anised  by  and  at  the  expense  of  the  lOMky*  ^ 
the  examination  of  conditions  where  probabOitiei  sre  "r 
greater  than  bona  fide  certainties,  much  difference  of  opnoi 
necessarily  follows.  Each  views  the  olgeet  of  his  seudi  fi« 
a  different  point  of  view,  and  however  widdy  these  ^^^^ 
may  stray,  uej  must  not  forget  that  eadi  is  entitied  tois^e^ 
However  much  we  may  differ  in  opiniona,  it  should  slvaji  be 
our  maxim  to  render  the  object  suoservient  to  the  fsitfaau^ 
of  the  interests  and  dms  of  the  sodety,  and  advasoemal  « 
the  sdence  of  veterinary  medidne  (applause). 

Mr.  F.  J.  Mayok  read  a  i>apa  on  "ThenoBM 
Observations  on  the  Horse,**  instituted  to  aweitam  the 
effects  of  certain  medicinal  agents  upon  the  tenpeniiR 
of  the  bod^.  The  conduaons  arrivea  at  I7  Mr.  Jbvv 
in  his  experiments  are  as  follow :  The  normal  tempeittDeat 
the  horse,  as  taken  at  the  rectum  bv  one  of  Mr.  Bsvki^ri 
Fahrenhdt's  thermometers,  is  from  99  to  100  dogs.  A  lic  « 
temoerature,  more  or  less,  is  the  product  of  every  diaeise|AS 
meoidnes,  whether  ^ven  subentsneoualy  or  by  the  stano. 
produce  a  corresponding  devation  of  temperature.  Altbo«p 
a  very  high  temperature  may  exist  as  the  nsolt  of  dianiM 
dose  of  medidne  will  produce  a  higher  elevation.  1^>-^ 
same  effects  are  observable  in  health  as  well  as  diseaia  TU 
statements  were  supported  by  tabulated  records  of  obasnttfi 
made  with  atropine  administered  subeutaneously  to  ip^ 
mare  suffering  fhm  abscess  in  the  pectoral  mnselei,  if  w, 
upon  every  occanon  during  the  existence  of  the  isjsT7,w 
exhibition  of  the  druf  in  doaes  of  a  quarter  ofagrMa|i« 
rise  to  an  increase  of  temperature;  and  when «■»»«* 
had  been  established,  as  evidenced  by  a  decline  of  ^F*'^ 
to  the  normal  standud,  the  exhibition  of  the  ope  dose  otw 
druff  produced  a  rise  of  temperature^  whidi  did  ad  wsm 
untu  the  third  day. 

The  SscBSTAKT,  Mr.  G.  Aimatam,  observed  ^^ 
facts,  as  ^ven  by  Mr.  Mavor,  are  higti^  vataabk  to  ften<» 
rinarian, inasmuch  as  the  devation  of  ^P''*^'"]^^'?^ 
medidnea  given  must  not  be  confounded  with  the  V'^jT 
of  certain  maladies  and  diurnal  variations  thst  sieMiBBiw 
exist.  He  had  made  numerous  observations  with  the  tkoB^ 
meter  throughout  the  diseases  of  the  hiwer  uu».^ 
each  case  freui  evidences  had  arisen  testlQring  the  iB«|^g!"' 
▼due  that  instrument  is  in  the  f/mtfiw  of  fetoriaaiyadiBV* 
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n  deration  of  temMntora  he  had  found  to  take  place  after 
lereiBe,  and  even  after  fixid  in  health,  when  animals  had  pre- 
ooaly  been  confined ;  and  thoae  allowed  to  go  at  hirge  al- 
m  exhibited  a  higher  range  in  health  than  thoae  confined 
» bnildinnpi  conld  indicate ;  and  it  is  highly  important  to  bear 
leae  in  mind  when  judging  the  amonnt  of  intensity  of  animal 
anperatnre  as  mdicatiTe  of  disease.  His  remarks  had  been 
iblished,  which  thoae  interested  conld  read  and  test  for  their 
:cnracy.  He  conld  not  say  he  had  particularly  noticed  any 
ledfic  eleratbn  of  temperature  after  the  introduction  of  me- 
leamenta  beneath  the  sldn ;  but  he  had  felt  extremely  puzzled 
I  find,  in  cases  of  tetanus  for  instance,  that  after  the  use  of 
awerfnl  sedatives,  as  belladonna  and  hydrocyanic  acid  in  com- 
ination,  not  the  least  diminution  occurred.  In  the  use  of 
ilinea  his  obsenrations  agreed  with  those  mentioned  by  Fereira 
od  others,  who  state  no  diminution  takes  plaoe,  although  the 
snse  of  coldness  introduced  is  extreme.  He  urged  attention 
)  Mr.  Mayor's  obeerratlons,  as  well  as  to  the  use  of  <he  ther- 
lometer  generally,  as  an  instrument  calculated  to  throw  much 
gfat  upon  the  nature  and  progress  of  disease,  and  means  of 
inch  greater  accuracy  in  diagnosis,  not  in  ordinaxy  diseases 
nly,  but  in  those  of  an  occult  and  contagious  character, 
lany  of  the  tabulated  statements  of  prerions  obserrers  were 
aid  to  be  totaUv  inaccurate,  and,  as  lar  as  the  k>wer  animals 
re  ooneemed,  the  veterinarian  has  an  extensive  field  before 
dm ;  and  facts  collected  therefrom  vukj  prove  eminently  use- 
ul  to  the  medical  man  in  human  practice. 

Mr.  W.  Hinrniro  referred  to  the  diicrepancies  that  are 
nown  to  exist  in  thermometers  from  the  same  maker— two 
Dstnunents,  although  said  to  be  correct,  registering  different 
legrees  in  the  same  animal.  He  could  refer  to  observations 
Dade  by  individuals  in  that  manner,  and  which  proved  de- 
Dsive  and  fatal  It  is  necessary  to  receive  with  caution  new 
heories  and  results  of  few  and  unconfirmed  eneriments; 
hev  tend  to  overthrow  the  iaets  and  teaching  of  the  past, 
rithout  providing  the  most'  proper*and  reliable  substitute  for 
hem. 

Mr.  W.  HuirrnffG  read  a  paper  on  *<The  Growth  and 
structure  of  the  Horse's  Poot,*'  m  which  the  author  endea- 
'onred  to  show  that,  though  convenience  requires  a  division 
»f  the  hoof  into  three  elements— wall,  sole,  and  frog— anatomy 
nd  physiolofpr  distinctly  indicate  that  it  is  a  continuous 
rhole,  and  this  totality  applies  as  forcibly  to  the  frmctions  as 
0  the  structures  of  the>Dof.  After  detailing  the  structural 
ieubento  of  the  foot,  Mr.  Hunting  went  on  to  say :  The  hoof 
onsiste  of  horn  fibres  runninr  parallel  to  each  other,  and  of 
m  agglntinatini;  interfibrous  horn.  The  papilln  or  villi,  oo- 
'erins  the  sensitive  foot,  secrete  the  horn  fibres,  andthesur- 
ace  between  the  villi  secretes  the  interfibrous  horn.  The 
enaitive  lamin»  not  only  aiEord  attachment  for  the  wall,  but, 
ike  the  sole,  frog,  &&,  secrete  homy  matter.  The  whole 
ensitive  foot  is  continuous,  and  must  therefore  produce  a  con- 
inuons  hoof.  Maceration  in  water  enables  us,  with  the  aid 
»f  some  force,  to  separate  from  each  other  the  frog,  sole,  and 
rail,  but  not  clearly.  We  never  can  obtain  a  definite  division 
hroufrhout  without  the  aid  of  a  cutting  instrument.  This 
uutial  separation  merely  shows  where  destructive  forces  are 
aost  powerfiil  that  the  line  of  divinon  is  weaker  than  other 
(arte.  It  is  weaker  merely  because  there  is  at  such  parte  a 
elative  want  of  horn  fibres— an  excess  of  the  weaker  kind  of 
lorn.  The  function  of  the  hoof  is  to  protect  the  sensitive 
ix>t,  and  to  afford  a  firm  basis  of  support  to  the  animal. 
Svery  single  part  of  the  hoof  aete  in  unison,  and  none  in 
odependcDce.  The  diwonneoted  statemente  that  "the  sole 
rill  not  stand  pressure,"  **  that  the  wall  sustains  the  weight  of 
he  horse,"  or  that  '*the  heela  are  the  weakest  part  of  the 
oot,"  were  said  to  be  founded  on  narrow  views  of  the  frmo- 
ions  of  the  hoof,  in  opposition  to  the  fiu^  that  no  one  part  of 
he  foot  can  act  properly  unless  other  parte  preserve  their 
tmctural  and  functional  integrity.  A  weak  sole  allows  the 
ndl  to  ooUapse ;  a  weak  wall  allows  the  sole  to  become  flat- 
ened ;  a  small,  wasted  flfog  offers  no  obstacle  to  the  contrac- 
aon  of  the  heels ;  and  overgrown  heels  destroy  first  the  form, 
ind  afterwards  the  function  of  the  frog.  Every  element  is 
equally  important,  and  all  work  together  and  are  depoident 
ipon  each  other.  He  had  a  strong  disbelief  in  alternate 
txpansion  and  contraction  of  the  foot  during  propeasion. 
is  to  the  proper  bearing  surfiMC  of  the  hoof,  he  believes  the 
)order  of  t  lie  wall  and  portion  of  the  sole  immediately  in  con- 
tact with  it  take  the  prinary  bearing— that  the  tog  is  in* 


tended  to  come  in  contact  first  with  the  ground,  but  then  to 

S'eld  under  pressure,  and  allow  the  sustaining  forces  to  fidl  on 
te  harder  and  stronger  parte.  The  bars  in  their  integrity 
form  a  kind  of  internal  wall,  and  prevent  undue  pressure  of 
the  frog.  The  arch  of  the  sole,  though  takin^j^  a  oirect  bear- 
ing on  soft  ground,  merely  allows  a  distribntion  of  pressure 
through  it  on  hard  surnoes,  just  as  pressure  is  distributed 
throughout  all  arches  when  api)lied  only  to  the  abutmente. 

The  President  said  Mr.  Hunting  had  gone  deeply  into  the 
histological  composition  of  the  horse's  foot.  However,  some 
of  the  statemente  might  be  disputed ;  and,  as  for  as  he  had 
stodied  the  subject,  found  they  were  at  variance  with  his  con- 
clusions. It  is  diflicnlt  to  deode  what  is  the  type  of  a  perfect 
foot.  In  all  countries  various  modifications  andconfigurations 
are  to  be  found,  each  in  itself  being  a  grand  adantetion  to  the 
wante  of  the  animal  as  well  as  to  the  external  conditions ; 
thus  in  low,  marshy,  countries,  the  indigenous  breeds  of 
horses  have  flat  and  wide  feet  These  would  not  sink  so 
rapidly  as  small  ones,  nor  so  much  as  a  hollow  or  concave  foot. 
Again,  in  hot  countries  the  foot  is  narrow,  hollow,  and  hard  as  a 
means  of  withstanding  wear ;  yet  none  of  these  can  be  taken 
as  a  tepe  of  the  horseTi  foot  generaUy.  Infinences  of  an  ex- 
ternal nature  have  the  power  of  modi^ing  the  general 
characters  of  the  hoo^  and  thus  reduce  it  to  one  of  a  special 
kind  and  adapt  it  to  surrounding  oonditions.  Nevertheless, 
there  are  striking  peculiarities  which  form  prindnal  features 
in  all  feet ;  for  instance,  the  direction  of  the  fibres  of  the 
wall  are  from  above  downwards ;  the  plantar  snrfiuM  is  circu- 
lar ;  in  front  the  hoof  ia  conical,  and  in  profile  it  is  dreular. 
In  well  formed  feet,  from  which  the  trog  and  bars  are  removed, 
the  outline  is  that  of  a  drde,  and  the  width  is  consonant 
with  the  hdght.  Mr.  Hunting  had  stated  his  belief  that  the 
frog  stay  is  wrongly  named ;  he  (the  president)  did  not  think 
so,  and  in  support  of  his  belief  had  retained  the  term,  while 
that  pari  in  front  he  had  named  the  "toe-stay"  as  he  believed 
it  to  oe  for  the  purpose,  among  others,  to  prevent  the  foot 
rotating  in  ite  horny  covering.  The  supposition  that  the 
homvlamiiuB  are  secreted  by  the  sensitive  laminse  he  thought 
may  be  readily  disproved  b^  an  examination  of  the  spaces 
between  the  papillary  tabes  in  the  cutidural  cavity,  in  which 
ridges  or  eminences  are  to  be  found  as  the  result  of  secretion 
from  the  ooronaiv  cushion,  and  prove  to  be  the  commencement 
of  the  homy  pUtes.  In  cases  of  disease  also  abundant 
proof  appears  evident ;  for  where  the  wall  has  been  destroyed 
norny  mminsB  may  be  seen  to  originate  at  the  top  and  grow 
downwards.  Maceration  serves  to  separate  each  part  of  the 
hoof ;  but  the  homy  wall  and  laminss  do  not  admit  of  separa- 
tion by  such  means,  and  in  transverse  sections  of  the  wall 
epidermic  cells  may  be  observed  to  mn  in,  to  form  the  homy 
plates ;  but  in  disease  states  are  modified.  In  health  the  inter- 
tubulary  or  interpapillary  substance  is  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
necting the  fibres  of  the  wall  and  hoof,  and  preserve  a  degree 
of  moisture  and  resiliency ;  in  disease  the  hoof  becomes  dry 
and  brittle,  as  a  result  of  the  modified  action.  At  the  junction 
of  homy  wall  and  sole  is  a  white  soft  substance  known  as  the 
white  zone,  placed  there  to  prevent  disjunction,  but  not  se- 
creted by  the  sensitive  lamina  which  run  down  to  and  termi- 
nate it.  In  disease  the  sensitive  laminse  are  to  be  observed 
covered  with  scales,  which  form  horn,  but  is  no  integral  part 
of  the  natural  hoof :  and  likewise  homy  tamours  forined  upon 
the  white  zone  or  nomy  laminss  are  morbid  productions,  the 
result  of  diseased  action  at  that  particular  part.  They  do  not 
grow  downwards  from  the  top.  as  the  nature  of  their  oonstroc- 
tion  thoroughly  proves:  besides,  tlie  cells  of  the  papilhe  are 
sent  down  vertically,  wnile  those  in  the  laminae  are  horizontal ; 
but  no  such  oiderlv  arrangemente  mark  the  adventitious  pro- 
ductions of  morbia  action,  while  it  is  conducive  in  the  healthy 
stroctures  to  an  efficient  resistance  to  wear  and  fracture.  The 
functions  of  the  frog  have  been  much  misunderstood,  and  the 
theories  of  expansion  and  contraction  have  been  most  disastrous 
to  the  priper  treatment  of  horses*  feet.  He  thought  Mr. 
Hunting  was  quite  ri(^t  when  he  said  the  tng  had  no  part  in 
the  neels.    It  ia,  doubtless,  to  sustain  weight  at  the 


back  of  the  foot,  to  avert  concussion,  and  protect  the  tendon 
and  navicular  joint  above.  The  ooronarv  cushion  also  admira- 
bly sustains  weight,  and  receives  and  ustributes  initial  eon- 


Mr.  P.  J.  Mavor  considered  the  wall  to  be  the  true  sup- 
porter of  weight  on  hard  surfeoes,  and  as  it  ia  constructed  is 
most  elfidentiy  capable  of  condneting  jar  npwiida,  and  theno^ 
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ctming  it  to  pan  off.  He  wonld  not  deny  that  npon  soft 
ffroana  the  sole  recelYed  presiore,  bat  oonoeiTed  that  otherwiae 
it  is  imuoper  for  it  to  do  lo. 

Mr.  T.  D.  Baoad  contended  that  the  sole  can  snstain  a 
degree  of  prennre  with  benefit,  and  gave,  as  an  instance,  the 
fact  of  great  impro?ement  taking  place  in  that  part  of  thin 
shelly  &t  by  the  use  of  non-seated  shoes.  Among  the  erils 
in  the  practice  of  shoeing,  he  places  the  knife  flnt,  calldns 
second,  and  seated  shoes  last  in  order. 

Mr.  Alexuc D£A  Lawson  beUeved  the  cnut  should  bear  the 
greatest  share  of  pressure  (weight),  firog  next,  and  the  sole 
last  It  is  an  evil  to  nail  on  shoes  tightly  pressing  upon  the 
homy  sole,  as  the  many  bruises  and  oases  of  suppuration  which 
fii^w  abundantly  testify.  He  thought  wrong  principles  had 
been  embraced  too  long,  and  false  conclusions  had  been  ar- 
rived at^  as  well  as  absuid  praotioes  carried  out.  The  frog  is 
evidently  an  admirably  adapted  cushion  to  protect  highly 
organised  parts  within.  He  approved  of  a  modification  of  the 
Charlier  shoe— one  somewhat  stronger,  but  applied  on  similar 
principles,  and  he  had  found  from  experience  that  the  feet, 
through  the  resulting  sole  pressure,  were  more  prolific  inborn, 
could  resist  shock  much  better,  and  the  animal  travel  over  the 
roughest  macadam  with  ease  and  total  absence  of  pun. 

Mr.  T.  W.  QowiNo,  senior,  approved  of  pressure  (weight) 
beinff  borne  by  the  wall  alone.  Continuous  pressure  on  the 
sole  nad,  in  his  experience,  proved  iujurious. 

The  Prxsidext  nrged  tiiat  the  sole  of  the  horse's  foot  la  in- 
tended by  nature  to  receive  pressure,  and,  as  a  proof  of  this, 
gave  the  fact  that  all  animals  in  a  state  of  nature  present  their 
soles  to  the  ground,  and  in  no  single  instance  could  he  find 
that  part  absolved  from  taking  part  in  weight-bearing. 
Another  proof  is  derived  from  the  undoubted  fact  that  when 
caused  to  bear  weight  the  animal  goes  well,  and  the  feet  greatly 
improve  by  it. 

Mr.  W.  Clajlks  referred  to  the  alteration  in  form  of  horses' 
feet  which  succeeded  to  change  of  locality,  when  surroundiuff 
conditions  were  of  an  opposite  character.  He  also  contended 
that  for  the  sole  a  degree  of  pressure  is  not  only  essential  but 
can  be  borne,  and  ^ve  examples  from  the  use  of  leather  soles, 
and  stopping,  and  india-rubber  cushions. 

B£r.  Llwsoif  gave  further  examples  in  proof  of  the  benefit 
of  sole  pressure,  particularly  in  the  chronic  states  after 
laminitis. 

Mr.  HuaTiNO,  in  reply,  said  he  thoufht  Mr.  Mavor  had 
misinterpreted  the  statement  of  Mr.  BroacL  Pressure  derived 
from  a  non-seated  shoe,  as  recommended  by  Mr.  Broad,  does 
not  extend  to  the  nugor  part  of  the  sole,  but  to  those  portions 
within  the  circomfiBrence  of  the  walL    As  the  sole  represents 


an  arch  and  the  wall  its  abntmenta,  prewire  is  oonfipe^  to  tbe 
extremities  or  springings  of  that  arch  where  the  grcateet  poi:^ 
of  resistance  are  presented.    Pressure  thrown  on  the  frog  is 
transmutted  throughout  the  whole  foot,  and  not  tiiroQ^  the 
coffin  boncL  as  erroneouslv  supposed  by  some ;   and  one  of  the 
offices  of  the  froir  is  nndoubiedly  to  distribute  and  break  (he 
force  of  shock,  wnich  in  its  absence  might  be  oommnnkalc^ 
to  parts  iiguriously.    As  a  proof  might  be  siven  of  the  posi- 
tion of  the  coffin  bone,  and  its  elongation  nackwards  by  sa 
amount  of  resilient  substance,  the  laleial  cartiUifea.    It  is  a 
fact  self-evident  on  a  consideration  of  the  anatomy  of  the  paria. 
Shock  given  to  the  wall,  as  described  by  Mr.  Mavor,  trss- 
mitted  through  its  fibres,  cannot  pass  outwards  aa  a  malezia] 
snbstance  or  of  aeriform  character.    It  is  provided  againii  k 
a  harmonious  arrangement  of  muscles  and  ligamentaL  vid 
bones  pUced  at  convenient  angles,  all  of  which,  engaged  ia  i 
most  wonderful  principle  of  co-ordination,  destroy  tas  shock, 
which  if  communicated  through  an  unbroken  and  strsugkt 
column  would  be  productive  of  evil  results.    With  regard  to 
the  observations  of  Mr.  Clark,  tending  to  the  belief  thai  the 
fiset  of  horses  assumed  onposite  forms  when  removed  to  locah- 
ties  exhibiting  specifically  different  conditinna,  he  (Mr.  H.) 
oould  not  coincide.    A  flat  foot  is  nnnatual  avefywhae ;  it  a 
desired  that  the  plantar  surface  ahould  be  concave.    Plat  feet 
admit  of  unequal  and  inordinate  oreasure,  and  Vm  resah  is 
absorption  of  the  coffin  bone  ana  loss  of  shape  (external 
form).    He  agreed  with  the  president  in  the  microaeopkal 
structure  of  the  hoof,  bnt  had  heard  no  opinion  that  anced 
with  his  on  the  formation  of  homy  tnmonrs  within  the  hac^ 
of  which  mention  had  been  made  before^  nor  vet  one  that  de- 
cided the  homy  laminae  are  decidedly  secreted  by  ^  ooroaaiy 
cushion.    The  argument  that  they  are  aent  down  firoas  show 
when  the  wall  is  stripped  off,  he  contended  ia  withoat  fbanda- 
tion,  but  rather  that  condition  provea  that  the  horn  ^odaeed 
ia  direct  from  the  sensitive  laminae,  as  they  <^n  qaickly  eovered 
by  horn  materiaL    It  is  their  natural  function,  he  oontea'Jej, 
and  no  stmeture  can  secrete  in  disease  that  which  it  does  moi 
in  health.    It  is  no  proof  that  the  wall  and  homy  lamiiue  an 
homogeneous,  from  the  fact  that  no  separatian  can  be  prodootd 
by  maceration ;  the  latter  are,  undoubtedlv,  secretca  in  giesS 
measure  by  the  sensitive  laminsD :  hence  tiie  abnndant  bLood 
supply  to  the  latter,  which  would  serve  no  purpose  if  tbcy 
were  mere  weight-carriers.    Benrding  the  ninraon  of  tiie 
frog,  Lafosse  had  said  it  is  to  bear  np  the  tendon  above  '± 
Tendons,  however,  are  neither  too  long  nor  too  ahort,  alwip 
have  the  proper  length,  and  require  no  sndi  aapport.    b 
function  appears  to  be  to  receive  and  diatiibate  shocK,  and  re- 
dnoe  its  effecta  over  the  limb. 


THE  SUPPLY  OF  TROOP  HORSES. 


The  experiences  of  a  war,  altogether  unprecedented  lo 
fiir  for  slaughter,  devastation,  and  ruin,  must  of  course, 
aa  its  first  great  lesson,  cause  people  to  look  at  home. 
And  we  proceed  accordingly  to  review  the  actual  strength 
of  our  forces — our  ammunition,  our  gunnery,  our  regulars 
and  volunteers.  In  doing  so  much  we  come  quickly  to 
encounter  an  unpaUtable  truth.  All  the  world  over 
England  ia  renowned  as  a  nation  of  horsemen.  We  have 
the  beat  of  horses,  and  ours  ia  the  market  to  which  of 
all  others  a  man  must  come  who  wishes  for  the  best. 
With  the  material  then  so  readv  at  hand,  it  straightway 
turns  out  that  our  cavalry  is  misefably  mounted ;  that  a 
trooper  is  scarcely  in  any  way  the  animal  he  should  be, 
and  that,  if  called  into  action,  our  more  modem  dragoon 
must  aa  now  horsed  be  a  lamentable  fidlure. 

The  reason  for  this  is  obvious  enough.  The  Oovem- 
ment  has  simply  suffered  itself  to  be  outbid.  For  many 
years  paat  other  oountriea,  with  Prussia  at  their  head, 
have  been  systematically  buying  up  our  most  useful  stock, 
and  perhaps  more  particulurly  powerful  well-bred  mares, 
•uitable  for  harness  or  road  work.    Many^  of  our  stores, 

•     sbeeugra- 


•uitawe  for  narness  or  road  work.  Many  of  our  at 
?  it  were,  hko  the  Eidiwrs  of  Yorkshire,  have  been 
durtly  wd  thMVU8^7  c^Mwitod,  ittd  b  w4«i  Uyo  I 


to  confieaa  that  they  have  nothing  to  ahow  yon.  Hie 
article  is  scarcer  than  ever,  and  the  resolt  preeiaely  that 
which  might  have  been  anticipated.  At  r^^tion  prices 
it  is  virtually  impossible  to  procure  the  sort  of  horse  resllj 
fit  for  the  purpose ;  and  while  the  cavalry  of  other  Poven 
has  been  improving,  ours  has  been  deteriorating  in  some- 
thing very  like  a  proportionate  d^ree. 

Unfortunately  the  remedy  ia  not  so  apparait,  altho«^ 
there  ia  by  no  means  any  lack  of  suggestion.     3fr. 
Edmond  Tattorsall,  the  head  of  that  weU-known  fim, 
recommends  Horse-breeding  Companies,  or  OoTonmcBt 
Studs.    Mr.  Spooner,  at  the  Blandford  Fanners'  Chib, 
would  do  away  with  Queen's  Plates,  and  establish  Go- 
vernment stud  farms  with  the  money — "  not  ao  mnch  for 
the  breeding  of  weight-carrying  hunters  and  cavalry  hones 
as  for  breeding  airea  and  marea  calcnUfcnd  touodnee 
these."    Mr.  Erancis  Smith,  of  Orantham,  wwud  hsfc 
"  the  Government  and  the  Council  of  the  Royal  Agricsl- 
tnral  Society  of  England  join  in  setting  aside  a  saJBdeat 
annual  sum  for  the  hire  of  a  number  of  good-sited,  bosiv, 
powerful,  well  made,  thorough-bred  italUoiiiiy  having  goii 
action,  fbr  the  lue  of  each  oountv."   Other  wiitsrs  wwU 
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respondjent  of  f%e  JKeld,  evidently  with  tawcli  experience 
of  the  countries  he  speain  of,  wonld  have  ns,  either  for 
home  serriee  or  India,  try  three  fordgn  markets  — 
America,  Hongary,  and  Egypt-    "  As  regards  the  merits 
of  the  Yankee  horses  as  troopers,  in  the  year  1842  I  saw 
a   considerable  number  of  these  animals  that  came  home 
in  the  1st  Dragoon  Oaa^*ds  and  the  7th  Hussars  from 
Canada.     I  rode  a  great  many  of  them,  and  I  say 
nnheaitatin^y  that   they  were  the  best  troop  horses 
I   erer  rode  in  England — np   to   great   weight,  very 
ahapdy,  and   fine   free    goers^   with    splendid   action. 
They  were  booght  for  about  £26  each.'*    Again,  "in 
Ilongaiy,  I  should  look  for  horses  fit  for  light  eavalry. 
Soch  animals  in  abundance  can  be  bought  for  £25  to 
£30  each.    To  travel  them  to  Trieste  or  some  other 
Mediterranean  port  would  not  be  expensive.    They  could 
be  thence  conveyed  by  steam  to  England ;   and  for 
£40  at  the  very  outside  you  wocQd  have  a  hardy  useful 
animal,  fit  to  tfdEe  his  place  in  the  ranks  in  a  fortnight, 
and  capable  of  enduring  any  amount  of  exposure  in- 
cidental to  a  campaign."    And  as  to  Egypt,  *'  the  Turco- 
man breed  run  about  fourteen  hands  in  height,  are  hardy 
and  stout  little  animals,  and,  although  not  so  handsome 
as  the  Arab,  possess  much  of  his  doeiUty  and  fine  temper. 
They  are  easily  procurable  for    about  five-and-twenty 
pounds  each,  andtneir  conveyance  vid  Alexandria  to  Ene- 
und  wonld  be  neither  difficult  nor  expensive.    The  supply 
of  them  for  years  to  come  would  be  ample."    There  is 
something  in  this  but  not  much.     The  scale  of  the 
Egyptian  would,  of  course,  put  him  out  of  the  question, 
as  it  would  be  absurd  to  attempt  to  mount  an  English 
dragoon,   accoutred  as  he  is,  on   a  pony.     Then,  the 
distance  from  America  would  render  such  a  source  of 
supply  unavoidable  the  moment  we  get  into  "  trouble," 
as  the  same  argument  might  be  urged  against  any  plan  for 
remounting  firom  the  European  Continent.    Further,  there 
is  something  not  only  impolitic  but,  so  to  speak,  nn- 
natoral  in  the  very  notion  of  a  horse-loving  nation  like 
the  English  seeking  its  cavalry  from  other  shores.    We 
might  idmost  as  reasonably  go  to  Russia  for  men  as  to 
Hungary  for  horses. 

Let  us  at  the  outset  admit,  as  fain  we  must,  that  the  6o- 
▼emment  and  the  people  have  alike  neglected  this  sub- 
ject ;  that  we  have  permitted  the  country  to  be  fiurly 
drained  without  loolong  to  the  further  production  of  the 
article.  And  this  unquestionably  has  been  the  case. 
Wrapt  up  in  the  sleepy  security  of  a  long  Peace 
our  rulers  have  been  content  to  put  up  with  anything 
they  could  get  at  the  price ;  while  the  manufacturer, 
tempted  by  long  figures,  has  fairly  sold  himself  out.  At 
the  same  time  our  >  recovery  should  be  anything  but 
hopeless.  Just  now  there  are,  perhaps,  more  well-bred 
good-looking  horses  to  be  obtained  at  a  moderate  cost 
than  ever  was  known.  The  comparative  collapse  on  the 
Tur^  and  the  disturbances  on  the  Continent,  have  alike 
induced  to  this,  and  there  seldom  has  been  a  finer  oppor- 
tunity for  establishing  the  breeding  of  horses  on  some- 
thing like  a  system.  And  system  it  is,  that  above  all 
things  we  want.  In  the  first  instance  the  regulation 
price  must  be  raised,  and  in  the  next  the  country  be  en- 
cooraged  to  meet  the  demand.    Mr.  Ttittersall  invites  us 


to  breed  horses  by  the  agency  of  Companies,  but  such  a 
suggestion  may  be  dismissed  with  a  word,  as  we  very  much 
doubt  if  half-a-dozen  sensible  men  could  ever  be  found 
to  invest  capital  in  a  concern  for  raising  half-bred 
stock  at  any  price.  There  is  more  weight  in  the 
proposition  for  a  Government  Stud,  in  considering 
which  we  should  at  once  dismiss  the  prospect  of  its  ever 
paying  or  becoming  even  sdf'supportmg.  On  the  Con- 
tinent, in  Prussia,  Austria,  and  more  particularly  by  the 
Third  Napoleon,  such  estabUshments  have  been  main- 
tained at  immense  cost,  and  no  question  with  some 
national  advantage.  The  best  kind  of  Government  Stud 
after  all,  however,  would  not  be  so  much  that  which  sup- 
plied itself,  but  that,  the  rather,  conduced  to  the  co- 
operation of  the  country ;  and  it  is  a  very  debatable  point 
whether  such  agency  might  not  be  provided  by  some  other 
means  and  at  a  less  expense.  As  a  nation  the  English  are 
not  prone  to  Imperial  patronage  or  interference,  and  we 
should  have  but  little  fluth  in  Mr.  Spooner's  prospectus 
for  setting  up  each  haras  with  one  thorough-bred  stallion, 
or  seven-eighths-bred  ditto,  one  or  more  three-fonrths- 
bred  ditto,  one  or  more  half-bred  ditto — and  so  on.  Not 
but  that  palpably  the  stallion  is  the  animal  to  look  to  for 
improvement  or  re-generation.  Farmers  it  is  said  should 
provide  themselves  with  better  mares,  but  at  the  low  ebb 
to  which  the  business  is  now  come,  it  is  clear  tiiat  we 
shall  have  to  start  again  with  better  sires. 

And  here  we  arrive  at  one  of  the  most  tangible  points  in 
the  whole  argument.  Farmers,  who,  of  lul  men,  have 
the  most  onportunity  for  doing  something  in  this  way, 
have  no  doubt  habitually  neglected  to  breed  their  "  nags" 
on  any  system.  They  cross  anything  they  may  happen 
to  have  with  anything  that  may  happen  to  come  in  the 
way ;  and  for  their  benefit,  as  well  as  ultimately  that  of 
the  countij,  the  Government  might  do  something  in  con- 
nection with  the  Agricultural  Societies.  The  suggestion 
we  here  offer  we  have  often  offered  before,  although  daring 
such  a  discussion  we  do  not  hesitate  to  repeat  it.  The 
meetings  of  these  Societies  have  now  become  amongst  the 
successful  gatherings  of  the  day,  as  far  more  popular  than 
the  races,  fSfiurs,  or  feasts,  and  their  most  popular  fea- 
ture is  the  horse  show.  Let  the  Government  be  brought 
to  recognise  this  growing  fact.  There  are  royal  plates 
which  horses  run  for,  let  there  also  be  royal  plates  which 
horses  shall  show  for.  Let  any  Society  of  any  calibre 
have  at  its  disposal  year  by  year  a  royal  £100  for  the  best 
sound  and  stout  thoroughbred  horse  to  serve  half-bred  mares 
in  the  district  daring  the  season  at  a  certain  price.  The 
award  of  such  a  premium  would  not  only  of  itself  give  a 
character  to  the  horse  but  ensure  his  owner  from  loss,  and 
thus  more  men  would  be  induced  to  look  out  for  such  an 
animal.  The  expense  here  might  be  easily  reckoned  up, 
say  in  the  outset  at  some  £1,000  or  so.  Whereas  with 
fiirms,  managers,  sires,  mares,  servants,  and  so  forth,  it 
would  be  hard  to  calculate  where  the  cost  would  end. 
The  matter,  no  question,  is  a  grave  one,  so  directly  bearing 
as  it  does  upon  the  national  safety.  It  is  a  business,  more- 
over, in  which  the  farmer  is  in  some  degree  at  least  inters 
ested  or  *'  implicated,"  and  that  the  Royal  Agricultural 
Society  might  very  becomingly  take  up.  It  is  otherwise 
pretty  certain  to  come  before  Parliament. 


THE  VALUE  OF  OUB  LIVB  STOCK  AND  AGBICULTUBAL  PBODUOB. 


Perhaps  no  better  data  could  be  afforded  of  the  value  and 
importance  of  Agriculture  to  this  country,  now  that  some 
of  the  Continental  sources  of  supply  are  shut  up,  than  an 
approximate  estimate  taken  of  the  value  of  stock  and  agri- 
cultural produce  raised  for  consumption.  It  is  of  course 
somewhat  diffleult  to  arrive  at  any  veiy  precise  state- 
meat|  for  many  of  the  figoies  aad  prio^  most  necemrily 


be  assumed  and  coigectnraL  Until  very  lately  it  was  im- 
possible to  determine  with  any  degree  of  aceuraey  the 
amount  of  grain  and  provisions  annually  produced,  the 
quantity  stored,  or  whether  a  larger  or  smaller  breadth  of 
land  had  been  sown  in  one  season  than  another  throughout 
the  kingdom.  The  iiqaiy  that  resulted  £romthis  Sgnoraaoe 
WM  not  cQoflaed  aloae  t9  the  kxum,  who  were  &«• 
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qnently  oatwitted  by  importers  and  others  flooding  the 
markets,  bnt  all  dealers  in  and  consumers  of  agricnltural 
produce  were  equally  liable  to  sustain  pecuniary  loss 
iherefirom,  by  making  fidse  calculations  and  depending 
upon  erroneous  estimates.  The  shipowner,  the  merchant^ 
the  comdealer,  the  baker,  and  the  wheat-growers  in  our 
colonies  and  foreign  countries  aU  suffered  from  the  ah* 
sence  of  correct  statistics  as  to  the  British  consumption 
and  production  of  grain.  Within  the  bst  year  or  two, 
agricultural  statistics  have  been  collected  for  England 
and  Wales,  as  well  as  for  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  we 
have  thus  some  data  to  reason  from,  however  imperfect 
or  deficient  they  may  be.  Not  only  is  it  important  that 
each  country  should  know  what  quantity  of  agricultural 
produce  raised  on  its  own  soil  it  can  depend  upon,  but 
also  what  other  countries  can  furnish  in  case  of  need. 
With  respect  to  the  United  Kingdom,  it  aopears  that, 
while  the  people  consume  pronortionately  a  larger  (quan- 
tity of  wheat  per  head  than  formerly,  the  island  itself 
TOodnces  an  insufficient  quantity  to  meet  this  increasing 
demand,  slthongh  the  cultiTation  of  com  crops  has  been 
greatly  eztendcS  in  the  last  three  years,  the  result  no 
doubt  of  the  higher  prices  ruling. 

In  the  surrey  we  propose  taking,  we  limit  our  inquiry 
to  Great  Britain,  including  Scotland  and  Wales,  but  omit- 
ing  the  statistics  of  Ireland.  Firstly,  as  to  our  hay  crop. 
Exclusive  of  pennanent  pasture,  meadow,  or  grass  not 
broken  up  in  rotation  (and  settins  aside  heath  or  moun- 
tain land),  we  have  under  clover,  sainfoin,  vetches,  lucerne, 
and  grasses  under  rotation  in  Great  Britain,  about  four 
million  acres,  and  two  tons  per  acre  may,  we  suppose,  be 
taken  as  an  average  yield  all  round ;  for  even  if  this  be  a 
somewhat  high  average,  the  produce  of  clover  and  rye- 
grass is  often  greatly  more,  and  the  aftermaths,  or  second 
crops,  will  bring  it  up  to  the  average  we  have  assumed. 

Turning  next  to  the  com  crops,  we  find  that  there 
were  retumed  last  year  as  under  wheat  8,688,857  acres, 
which  at  a  yield  of  four  quarters  per  acre  for  a  good  har- 
vest, would  give  a  retum  of,  say  m  round  numbers,  14i 
million  quarters.  The  tenUi  of  this  would  be  required 
for  seed,  for  manufiicturing,  and  other  purposes. 

Under  oats  we  have  an  extent  of  2,782,700  acres  re- 
turned, and  assuming  that  we  get  48  bushels  per  acre, 
this  will  give  us  a  total  of  16,696,000  qrs.,  at  an  average, 
we  will  say,  of  25s.  a-quarter. 

Of  barley  we  have  2,251,480  acres,  omitting  as  we  have 
previously  done,  the  odd  hundreds,  and  assuming  a  yield 
of  40  bushels  per  acre  for  a  good  crop,  we  arrive  at 
11,255,000  qrs.,  worth  about  858.  the  quarter. 

Under  pulse  crops  we  have  971,881  acres,  and  taking 
the  general  yield  of  peas  and  beans,  all  round,  at  24 
bushels  to  the  acre,  we  get  at  2^918,000  qrs.,  wMch  we 
may  calculate  at  40s.  the  quarter.  We  leave  out  of  our 
inquiry  the  yield  of  65,000  acres  under  rye,  merely 
adding  that  the  total  acreage  under  com  crops  in  Great 
Britain  last  year  was  9,750,000  acres. 

Turning  next  to  root  crops,  we  have  585,211  acres 
under  potatoes,  and  if  we  take  the  yield  as  low  as 
five  tons  per  acre,  this  will  give  us  2,926,000  tons. 

Under  turnips,  swedes,  and  mangolds  we  have  2,464,268 
acres,  but  it  is  very  difficult  to  form  an  estimate  of  the 
average  yield  and  value  of  this  crop,  much  of  which  is 
eaten  off  on  the  turn  by  stock;  145,251  acres  under 
cabbage,  kohl-rabi,  and  rape,  and  14,844  under  carrots, 
cAnpletes  the  average  of  the  green  crops,  and  for  these 
we  cannot  fix  a  lower  estimate  tiiau  £5  an  acre. 

But  there  are  two  other  agricultund  crops  that  must 
notbenassedover^-flaxandhope.  The  extent  of  land 
under  flax  in  Great  Britain  is  increasing,  as  21,000  acres 
were  returned  last  year,  from  which  a  yield  of  600  lbs.  of 
dean  fibre  per  acre  ought  to  be  obtained,  say,  6,620  tons, 
at  £40  per  ton. 


Hie  hop  retum  is  a  more  difficult  natter  to  cstinnte 
with  precision ;  the  land  under  hops  is  now  about  62,000 
acres.  We  may  calculate  the  yield  for  all  genenl  pir- 
poses  at  6  cwt.  the  acre,  which  would  give  372,000  ewt. 
for  the  total  crop,  worth— «t  say  £4  10s.  the  ewt.- 
£1,674,000, 

Our  next  estimate  must  be  the  tcanaactioos  in  lire 
stock.  Passing  over  the  horses,  of  which  there  are 
necessarily  large  saks  yearly,  we  may  place  on  record 
that  close  upon  one  milUon-and-a-half  horses  were  re. 
turned  last  vear  b^  occupien  of  land ;  this  is  exdsiin 
of  another  half  million  believed  to  be  owned  in  the  m- 
tropolis  and  other  towns.  We  torn  next  to  the  iin 
stock  used  for  food,  and  the  retonu  of  these,  in  1869, 
were  6,818,478  catUe,  29,588,141  aheep,  and  l,M0,4i2 
pigs.  In  estimating  their  value,  we  must  take  tbeir  pfifls 
as  sold  by  the  farmer  to  the  pnblie  for  eoDtonptioB, 
a  totally  different  estimate  to  that  of  the  value  of  year- 
lings or  two-year-olds,  as  sold  by  one  Hsrmer  to  uober. 
We  cannot  be  &r  wrong,  therefore,  in  taking  the  vahe  lU 
round  at  85s.  per  head  for  sheep  and  lambs,  £1S  for  bol- 
locks and  calves,  and  258.  for  pigs.  This  we  conaider  is 
a  fsir  approximate  estimate,  wnidL.  after  all,  can  only  be 
obtained.  The  pnces  for  sheep  and  pigs  ean  eertuoly 
not  be  considered  too  high  an  average.  The  differeace  in  tbc 
relative  number  of  sheep  and  cattle  in  Great  Britain  ui 
Ireland,  it  may  be  remarked,  is  very  great  To  era;  bod 
of  cattle  there  are  in  Qieat  Britain  abost  5|  she^  and  ia 
Ireland  li  sheep.  Cattle  are,  however,  kept  in  larger 
numben  in  Ireland,  in  proportion  to  the  aeresge,  tban  ia 
Great  Britain.  A  small  addition  has  to  be  made  to  tbe 
total  live  stock  of  Great  Britain  for  the  Channel  lahodi- 
Guernsey,  Jeney,  and  the  Isle  of  Man :  in  these  there  are 
in  aU  about  10,000  horses,  87,000  cattle,  64,000  ibecp, 
and  18,000  pigs. 

It  is  generally  considered  that  a  fourth  part  of  the  eaUre 
stock  is  annually  sUughtered  for  consumption,  and  n 
may  therefore  take  it  at  fully  1,800,000  head  of  csttkaad 
7,250,000  sheep.  In  this  running  survey,  and  firoa  tbe 
totals  brought  out  we  shall  anrive  at  some  frir  notioB  d 
the  aggregate  value  of  the  agricultural  prodnee  of  tiit 
kingdom,  although,  in  our  estimate,  we  have,  u  alreadj 
stated,  not  touched  Irehmd. 

The  appended  summary  gives  figures  of  a  magnitide 
not  perhaps  generally  considered  by  the  prodoeer  sr 
consumer.  It  places  the  position  and  unportsace  of  tk 
farming  interest  of  the  country  in  a  prominent  and  ckv 
light,  when  the  total  annual  value  derived  from  tbe«»l 
is  found  to  exceed  £800,000,000  steriiog.  To  tb 
ought  justly  to  be  added  stnw,  the  dairy  pxodnoe,  mift. 
butter,  and  cheese,  as  well  as  poultry— «U  of  *^'^ 
come  under  the  head  of  fSarm  produce. 

Our  calculations  are  founded  on  data  suffieientlj  acconU 
for  all  genend  purposes.  It  is  not  essentislly  neeeiaaiy 
that  our  estimates  of  yield,  or  assumed  prices,  ahoaU  be 
precise,  fiuctuating  as  these  necessarily  do  year  by  )fW 
nnder  many  influencing  causes. 


^9 


Wheat 14,750,000  qrs.,  at  £21 

Oats 16,696,000  qrs.,  at    1 

Barley 11,255,000  qrs.,  at    1] 

Beans  and  peas  ...  2,918,000  qn.,  at    2 

Hay    8,000,000  tons,  at    5 

Potatoes 2,926,000  tons,  at    8    .  , 

'^t^ropi"!!'"}  ».fi2**000scres,at  6    Oh   lW«» 
Ilax  and  hops   !!!  88,000  aeras, 

CatUe 5,813,478  head,at  15 

Sheep  29,538,141  he8a,at  1  : 

Figs 1,930,462  head,st  1 

Horses 1,600,000  head,at  20 
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The  flnt  mftHxiut  for  dueunoii,  foUowing  the  „_ 
itamnal  raoea,  took  pUoe  on  ICondiV  e? enins,  Morember  7, 
le  chair  being  iUled,  in  the  unaTOidable  abience  of  the 
hairman  for  the  jttx,  Mr.  J.  Howard,  H.F.,  by  Mr.  Charlei 
lowari.  The  la^eet  appointed  for  consideration  was  "  The 
en  Conntryy^the  introdooer  being  Mr.  A.S.  Ea8ton,of  Ajlesbj 
loose,  Chatteris. 

The  CHAisiuir  said :  Gentlemen,  I  am  sony  to  si^  that  X 
ppear  before  yon  this  evening  in  consequence  of  the  indispo- 
tion  of  my  brother,  who  is  recommended  to  keep  comparatiTC 
lietode  for  the  present.  I  am  |^lad  to  see  so  many  sentlemen 
isembled,  at  this  the  first  meeting,  as  it  is  genemly  called, 
i  our  session.  Since  many  of  ns  last  met,  the  agricnltnrist, 
I  this  country  hare  passed  throngh  a  tery  trying  time,  one  of 
\e  most  trying  that  th^  hare  eter  experienced  (Hear,  hear). 
Bdeed  I  may  say  that,  so  lar  as  the  grariers  are  concerned, 
lany  hnndreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  have  been  sunk,  and, 
pon  all  the  light  corn-growing  oistricta  of  the  countoy  a  Tery 
enoos  deficiency  hu  been  witnessed.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
pon  all  the  deep  soils  a  good  wheat  crop  will  be  realised,  and 
think  I  maT  say  the  same  of  the  barley  and  the  bean  crops. 
"No ;  not  the  bean."!  WelL  we  ^ean only  speak, you  know, 
rob  our  own  observation,  ana  X  do  not  mean  to  say  that  in 
reiy  case  the  result  wiU  be  what  I  have  stated  (Hear,  hear). 
V.  farmers  of  £ngland  have  met  to  a  oonsiderable  extent, 
nd  no  doubt  their  oondolenoes  with  each  other  have  been 
ordial  and  frequent.  I  hope  that  better  times  are  in  store 
>r  us  i  but  at  present  there  appears  but  little  prospect  of  any 
Teat  profit  being  realized  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  (Hear, 
ear).  The  subject  fixed  for  discussion  thu  evening  is  "  The 
^en  Country.'*  llut  district  presents,  perhaps,  very  few  at- 
ractiona ;  bat  many  great  scientific  achievements  have  been 
nt)iight  in  that  put  of  our  land.  Though  unattractive  in 
rural  aspect,  in  an  agricultural  point  of  view  it  occupies  a 
ery  important  place  in  the  agricmture  of  this  country.  Had 
ly  brother  been  present  he  would  probablv  have  told  ^u  that 
^ng  his  visit  to  Ireland  he  was  very  forcibly  remmded  of 
ae  Fen  country  of  England ;  and  that  had  the  same  amount 
f  Ubour  and  of  capital  been  applied  to  the  marshes  of  Ire- 
uid  as  have  been  expended  on  those  of  England,  similar 
emits  would  have  been  realised.  Mr.  Roston  has  undertaken 
0  bring  this  sulqect  before  you  this  evening  The  drainage  of 
>^«  Pens  will,  as  yon  may  suppose,  form  a  rather  important 
art  of  his  pmper.  It  may  taxe  up  more  time  thui  some  of 
on  may  think  desirable;  but  from  what  I  know  of  Mr. 
uittou*s  literary  attainments  I  fed  quite  sure  that  a  treat  is  in 
tore  for  yon.  Without  saying  more  I  beg  to  introduce  Mr. 
luston  (cheers). 

Mr.  EiTSTON  then  read  the  foUowiuj^  paper : 

Once  amid  the  darkness  and  confosion  of  chaoe  wu  heard 
he  aathorative  mandate  of  Omnipotence:  "Let  the  waters 
>naer  the  heavens  be  gathered  U^ther  unto  one  place,  and 
&t  the  dry  land  appear ;  and  it  was  so."  From  the  earliest 
unes  land  and  water  have  seemed  to  be  in  antagonism.  The 
ver-recnrring  encroachments  and  recessions  bear  ample  evi- 
lence  of  this.  The  ^reat  tide-wave  has  defied  all  opposition, 
ud  has  claimed  as  its  own  whatever  it  willed;  twice  every 
^y  carrying  out  to  sea  bv  slow  but  sure  and  steady  progress 
ne  once  fruitful  field  which  had  yielded  to  man's  cmture,  uid 
epositing  elsewhere  for  other  man's  benefit,  those  stolen  dLe- 
aeuts  of  fertility :  and  it  has  aGke  taxed  aH  man's  energy  and 
Qgenaity  to  curb  and  restrain  old  Ocean's  power,  and  to 
^in  sureJT  and  well  his  gifts— and  these  are  not  merely  the 
outcries  of  the  past,  but  they  live  on,  and  are  the  eveiy-day 
'^[ooesBes  of  the  present.  To-day,  to  some  extent,  are  th^ 
Q&n^es  beinff  repeated,  and  are  gradually,  but  constant^,  re- 
orming  the  Doundaries  of  our  own  sea-girt  isle.  The  Fen 
ountrv  has  a  history  peculiarly  its  own,  and  we  must  look 
«7ond  this  slow,  altho^h  vrvejf-dM,  ^on  of  tide  and  wave 
?r  some  more  violent  oe^vi^Uioii  of  fmtiir»—«oiD0  grind  «pr 


heaval  and  depression— for  the  solution  of  how  the  Fm» 
came  to  be.  Tliat  there  was  something  analogous  to  our  Fens 
in  the  earliest  times  we  gather  ttom  one  of  the  oldest  hooka 
extant-— a  book  supposed  to  have  been  written  more  than 
8,000  yearsago— wherein  it  is  said, «  Behemoth . . .  liethunder 
the  shady  trees,  in  the  covert  of  the  reed  and  fens,  flie 
shadj  trees  cover  him  with  their  shadow ;  the  willows  of  the 
brook  compass  him  about.'*  The  reed  and  the  willows,  twin- 
signals  of  Nature's  distress,  sufficientty  indicate  the  fenny 
nature  of  their  homes.  But  when  and  how  these  Fens,  whieli 
run  from  Cambridge  to  Lynn  and  Peterborou^  and  stretdi 
far  away  into  Linoolnshire,  in  their  horse-shoe  form,  resem- 
bling a  great  bay  scooped  out  of  the  surroundinghills.  became 
fens,  we  have  no  historic  record  to  tell  us.  ^ingaley  says, 
"  to  describe  how  the  Fen  came  to  be,  one  must  go  back,  it 
seems  to  this  writer,  to  an  age  before  all  history ;  an  age 
which  cannot  be  measured  by  years  or  oenturies;  an  age 
shrouded  in  mystery,  and  to  be  spoken  of  only  in  guesses.  'iV> 
assert  anything  positively  concerning  that  age,  or  ages,  would 
be  to  show  the  rashness  of  ignorance.  *  I  think  that  I  be- 
lieve,* *  I  have  good  reason  to  suspect,'  *I  seem  to  see,'  are 
the  strongest  finms  of  speech  whieh  ought  to  be  used  over  a 
matter  so  vast,  and  as  yet  so  little  elaborated."  It  is  not  my 
purpose  to  ask  vou  to  follow  me  into  a  maxe  of  guesses  and 
ooojectnres,  nor  ao  I  intend  to  lay  down  any  geological  hvpo- 
theses  to  account  for  the  phenomena  which  on  every  sioe  so 
forcibly  present  themselves.  But  although  I  attempt  no  ex- 
planation of  the  different  praoesses  which  in  the  fhr  past  were 
so  surely  carried  on  in  Nature^s  great  laboratory,  building  up 
that  which  we  see,  and  which  so  puzzles  ns  to  day,  I  would, 
however,  invite  your  attention  to  some  of  those  evidences 
lying  embowelled  deep  down  in  the  earth  below  the  peat  and 
the  Dog,  which  go  so  clearly  to  establish  the  fact  that  these 
luids  were  not  dways  the  home  of  the  eel  and  the  wild  fowl 
and  the  birth-place  of  ague  and  fever.  Dnvdale,  writing 
ITS  ago,  telle  us  that  in  Marshlana,  abou 


,  about  a  mifo 


manv  score  years  ago.  telle  ^ 

to  tne  west  of  Magoalen  Bridge,  in  ereetiug  a  sluice,  there 
was  discovered  at  a  depth  of  17  fbet,  furze  bushes  and  nut 
trees  pressed  fiat  down,  with  nnts  sound  and  firm  Iving  by  them, 
the  bushes  and  trees  standing  in  so)|d  earth  below  the  silt 
which  had  been  brought  up  by  the  inundations  of  the  sea. 
He  also  tells  of  a  larpe  fish,  nearly  80  feet  long,  discovered 
near  Conington,  lying  in  perfect  silt  six  feet  below  the  super- 
ficies of  the  Roond,  and  as  much  above  the  then  level  of  the 
Fen,  and  which  by  its  long  continuance  in  that  kind  of  earth 
had  become  petrified,  and  tnat  divers  of  the  bones  of  the  back 
and  other  parts  were  preserved  by  Sir  Thomas  Cotton,  hart. 
And  at  the  present  day  trees  of  varying  kinds  and  sizes  are 
constant^  bemg  disoovwed.  The  continued  subsidence  of  the 
Fens  through  drainage,  and  the  system  of  deep  cultivation  so 
generally  prevalent,  bring  them  within  reach  of  the  plough; 
and  a  dDeply-ploughed  field  (and  bv  way  of  naienthesiiL  I 
should  say  some  of  these  are  ploughed  from  Is  to  80  inchea 
deep,  with  8, 10,  or  13  horses,  as  the  case  may  be)  oft-time^ 
resembles  a  miffhty  dinnterred  forest.  Oaks,  yews,  saplinn, 
and  nut  trees,  with  nuts  and  even  leaves,  fresh  and  perfect,  iiy 
their  side,  are  not  unfreqnently  found.  Some  of  the  oaks  are 
of  marveUous  dimensions.  iLbout  thirteen  vears  aoo  one  of 
these  grand  old  treei  was  removed  from  a  fiela  on  a  form  only 
a  few  miles  firom  Chatteris.  Ito  length  was  109  feet,  and  ita 
diameter  at  the  bottom  end  9  feet  2  inchea,  and  at  85  feet 
from  the  ground  4  feet  2  inchea.  Only  the  top  24  feet  were 
sound,  the  remainder  being  decaved  and  hollow.  The  cost  of 
its  removal  was  something  consiaerable,  amountinff  to  several 
pounds.  This  is  just  a  sample  tree,  and  snfilciently  bdicates 
the  size  to  which  some  of  these  noble  forest-kingf  attained. 
These  trees  are  commonly  found  imbedded  m  the  slouch  or 


peat  (both  vegetable^  subsoil,  resting  on  the  (day;  and  the 
water  wning  JhxoaA  these  bUek  Tegf^Ue  products  beinK 
iroibrbed  by  the  o^  and  poii^ioff  ^  fOl^taet  with  soi^p  ^ 
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mieal  properties  ther  oontaiii.  giTte  them  a  thorough  fen  dye, 
the  oater  portion  beiiig  well  nigh  Uack,  and  the  interior  a 
dark  dirty  orown.  The  aetion  of  thin  fen  water  upon  them 
not  only  imparts  a  oolonr,  hat  alw  a  hardness,  which  makes 
them  lor  all  hnilding  purposes,  where  not  exposed  to  the 
changes  of  the  atmosphere,  almost  as  enduring  as  time  itselt 
I  hare  in  my  hall  two  chairs  made  from  oaks  dog  up  on  my 
o?m  property ;  the  hlaekest  portions  were  selected,  and  heing 
polished,  they  are  now  as  hlaek  and  as  hard  as  ebony,  whien 
they  ranch  resemble.  A  few  years  ago,  when  a  steam  engine 
wu  about  to  be  erected  for  draining  certain  lands,  in  which  I 
was  then  interested,  it  became  necessary  to  dig  a  large  deep 
pit  in  which  to  oonstmct  the  trough  for  the  water-wneel  to 
work  io.  I  was  present  at  frequent  intervals  during  the  exca- 
Tations.  After  passbz  through  the  ordinary  surface  soil  and 
peatr  subsoil,  and  a  oed  of  soft  buttery  day  about  3  feet  in 
depth,  we  came  upon  another  soil  and  subsoil,  some  8  or  4  feet 
in  thickness,  and  beneath  this  a  second  bed  of  clay.  The 
whole  of  this  second  stratum  was  much  harder  and  stronger 
than  the  one  abore  it ;  partly,  perhaps,  but  not  altogether,  the 
result  of  compression.  The  day  espedally  was  very  stubborn, 
utterly  unlike  that  in  the  upper  stratum,  but  rather  resembling 
that  found  in  the  heavy  upland  districts.  But  what  I  wish 
more  particularly  to  remark  is,  that  on  this  lower  dav-bed  we 
came  upon  a  large  oak  tree,  equal  in  siae  and  simiuur  in  ap- 
pearance to  what  an  found  resting  on  the  upper  oUy-bed. 
from  these  facts  we  mar  reasonably  infer  that  these  low-lying, 
oft-submerged  fen  lands  were  not  alwty*  as  they  have  been 
during  the  historic  period,  and  as  they  stall  an,  but  time  was 
when  they  occupied  a  much  higher  levd,  probably  as  high  as 
the  surrounding  hills  of  Cambridgeshire  and  Huntingdon- 
shire, and  owe  their  depression  und  present  position  to  one  or 
more  terrible  couTulsions  of  nature.  For  it  is  a  well-ascer- 
tained fact  that  oaks  like  those  I  have  described  will  not 
grow,  and  by  no  ordinary  or  extraordinary  methods  of  culture 
can  be  made  to  flourish  on  low,  marshy,  water-bned  soils  like 
the  Fens.  The  condusion  then  seems  inevitabb  that  when 
they  new  the  land  was  not  fen,  but  the  Fens  are  an  after- 
growth and  formation  consequent  upon  favourable  and  altered 
circumstances.  But  these  great  convulsive  throes  of  nature, 
these  grand  upheavals  and  depressions,  these  changes  from 
land  to  water,  and  from  water  to  Und,  the  evidences  A  earth's 
intemd  discord,  have  been  experienced  dsewhera  than  in  the 
Fens.  Ovid,  in  his  Metamorphoses,  says  (I  give  it  in  Enirlish, 
as  trandated  by  G.  Saudis) :  e      » 

"  Where  once  was  solid  land  seas  have  I  seen. 
And  aolid  land  whera  onoe  deep  seas  haye  been ; 
Shells  flir  ftom  sea,  like  quarries  in  the  ground. 
And  anohoiB  have  on  mountain-tops  been  found. 
Torrents  have  made  a  valley  of  a  plain. 
High  hills  by  ddugee  borne  to  the  main ; 
Deep-standlnff  lakes  sucked  dxy  by  thirsty  land. 
And  on  late  thintj  earth  now  lakea  do  ataad." 

The  quiet  seclusion  and  comparative  inaoeessibility,  except  by 
sea,  of  the  Fen  country,  rendered  it  a  favourite  resort  for 
those  who,  professedly  wearied  and  tired  of  the  world's  vani- 
ties and  pleasures,  desired  to  consecrate  themsdves  to  a  higher 
and  purer  serrioe.  These  devout  aspirations  led  to  the  forma- 
tion of  religious  houses  all  over  the  country.  We  find  them 
at  Ely,  Peterborough,  Thorney,  Bamsey,  Crowhmd,  Spalding, 
Chatteris,  and  elsewhere.  Each  has  its  own  history,  and  uSm 
of  its  long  roll  of  sainto,  iu  heaven-blessed;  mirades,  and  ito 
many  acts  of  devoted  piety.  Glastonbury  may  proudly  boast 
of  its  «  Holy  Grde,"  which  Tennyson  has  inspired  witii  im- 
mortabty,  by  his  thrilling  and  inimitable  verse ;  but  Ely,  too, 
fondly  tells  of  the  health-restoring,  life-mving  and  life-destroy- 
ing  mirades  wrought  at  the  tombs  of  St.  Etiiddreda,  her  found- 
ress and  benefactresa,  the  canonized  of  Rome,  and  of  her 
chosen  fellow  saints,  of  which  no  Laureate  has  yet  sung.  We 
are  told  that  sixteen  years  after  St.  Etiiddreda's  interment,  her 
body  was  exhumed  by  her  devoiit  sister  and  successor  for  mora 
appropriate  burial,  when  the  discovery  was  made  that  the  linen 
which  engirdled  her  waa  still  inoonrupt,  and  "cured  many 
diseased  people  with  the  touch  thereof,"  and  that  from  the 
vaaint  tomb  "issued  a  fountain  of  pure  water,  whidi  re- 
«I!1S  WnnlJT  ^T^y  "^^  seore  years  her  ashes,  after  thdr 
^^^^^''^^'f^^S^'^V^  But  tiie  restiess 
Danes,  aouroes  of  nd  trouble  and  disquiet  to  tiiose  codly 

n^^ir^ZLf'*^^.*^"^  i-WhomcwheTo^fS 
these  dreaded  pagans,  mora  inhuman  than  the  wet,  beholding 


the  tomb,  and  inspired  with  insatiable  enpiditj,  snpposiBg  flut 
not  only  the  body  of  the  saint,  but  also  vast  nidMn  ticssans 
were  there  entombed,  had  the  tesBerity  to  raise  his  pidoie 
and  strike  a  hole  into  its  side,  whereopoa,  says  the  hiBtoriaa, 
'*  through  the  divine  veaseanoe  his  OTes  presently  fell  oat  of 
his  hei%  so  that  he  died.    VTtX^  which  jndgmeat  tke  rat 
wen  BO  terrified,  that  they  durst  not  prasnme  to  sseddk  tkere 
any  more."    We  read  elsewhera  that  this  raligions  bosae  at 
Sly  "had  had  many  good  penmen,  and  yet,  it  was  said,  tlst 
th^  had  failed  to  record  all  the  mirades  that  had  bees 
wrought  at  these  tombs."    I  shall  not  attempt  to  r^sir  tkat 
omission.    The  Isle  of  Ely  has  been  not  inaptiy  deugutsl 
the  **  Camp  of  Befuffe."    William  from  Noimandy  had  is- 
vaded  the  oouniry ;  Harold,  last  of  the  Saxon  kiagi,  vit 
slain ;  province  ailer  province  had  yielded  to  the  euini  or 
succumbed  to  the  overwhelming  forces  of  ^  Coaqieror ;  « 
all  sides  was  war,  devastation,  and  death.    Old  Saxoa  abbots 
and  heads  of  religious  houses  had  one  after  another  dif  btcd 
their  troth  to  Wilfiam,  vainly  hoping  to  retain  their  ogiiitiei 
and  emoluments,  and  to  be  able  to  afford  proteetioB  to  tbdr 
Saxon  brethren,  and  to  preserve  them  from  the  dreaded  Nor- 
man persecution.  Amongst  these  was  the  Abbot  of  CrovlaBd, 
but  amongst  these  was  not  Thurstan,  my  Lord  Abbot  of  Elf. 
He  was  not  prepared,  under  any  pretext  to  ignore  tbe  ■uy 
obligations  he  owed,  and  the  fealty  and  frioidahip  be  bd 
sworn  to  Harold.    Ilis  isknd  home  he  felt  was  dike  teeore 
from  the  iron  hoofs  of  William's  eavaliy  and  from  the  iaeu- 
dons  of  his  infantry.     From  his  Abliey  tower  he  av  iD 
around  him  a  country  made  defenable  l^  nature,  sad  roaad 
about  him  he  looked  upon  a  brave,  eonrageoes,  and  dmted 
people.    One  old  writer  says,  **  This  little  £le  of  Elj  i«  coti- 
roned  with  fens  and  reed-pfe^  onnassaUe ;  so  that  thej  leufd 
not  the  invasion  of  the  enemy.'^     That  aenae  of  leeflhty 


which  encouraged  and  assured  Thuistan  exerted  a  like  iali- 
ence  upon  othen  far  away,  and  the  dispossessed  froai  erox 
quarter  hastened  with  all  good  speed  to  the  safe  retrat  id 
generous  hospitality  of  the  Camp  of  Befnge.    Nobk&.w* 
riors,  bishops,  abbots,  and  others,  to  eeeape  Normaa  peneei- 
tion,  and  to  retdn  their  Saxon  liberty,  rushed  in  socb  over- 
whelming  numben,  that  the  place  bcseame  overstocked,  id 
the  new-comen  were  driven,  many  of  them,  to  seek  sbeUcr  ia 
tents  and  huts  placed  on  the  dry  hillocks  aieoid.    nil 
stream  of  guests,  with  empty  punea  and  empty  itoBuH 
struck  the  Chamberbdn  who  kept  the  aeeonnts,  and  tbe  Gd- 
Urer  who  had  charge  of  the  wine-buts,  with  terror  isd  dj- 
may,  but  good,  generous  Thuntan  gave  them  a  eordbl  id 
hearty  wdcome,  and  fed  them  right  nobly  ia  hii  proMf 
and  adicatdy  aupplied  refectory.    Among  all  the  reiiiton 
houaea  none  could  vie  with  Ely  in  the  lenten  season.  Iti  on 
waters  teemed  with  ftsh.  and  being  open  to  Lynn,  lappha  o( 
adt-water  fiah  and  oontinentd  wines  were  easily  mocanble. 
It  has  been  said  tiidr  fidi-feste  were  feasts.   And  diik  tbe 
brethren  of  other  houses  grew  thin,  these  fasting  aosb  of 
Ely  grew  fat,  for  then  was  nothing  in  the  hmd  to  eonpsv 
with  these  fish  dinnen,  these  banqneU  in  Lent   Aadtbff 
were  not  unmindfol  of  the  old  proverb,  whidi  myi,  "Good 
eating  demands  good  drinking."    If  history  csa  be  truted.iS 
seems  pretty  oondudve  that  these  devoted  saiati  were  serer 
so  oppressed  and  o'erwhdmed  with  an  all  absoduf  eosen 
far  the  aod  as  to  become  in  any  sense  forgetfal  of  the  diiw 
and  necesnties  of  the  body;  but  it  may  with  giesttiatbw* 
ness  be  sdd  they  fared  sumptiioudy  eveiy  di^.  Bsttb* 
days  of  fasting  festirity  and  joyous  gratulatums  wen  tbe  p^ 
curson  of  days  of  darkness  and  sore  troaUei.   Tnib,niaf 
and  bitter,  awuted  them.    ^VHlliam's  Ta|rid  a^  bfiUiut  ■^ 
cesses  were  inspiring  him  with  confidence,  aad  uigia^  ^  ^ 
to  further  and  still  mora  startling  victories.   Sooa  bii^ 
turned  wishfaUy  to  the  Fens,  and  despite  all  their  astaw^ 
fences,  he  daringly  determines  to  ventanaaasiaabuitK^ 
their  vaunted  impregnability.     Hereward,  Lord  of  £nu^ 
the  wayward  and  diaaolute  son  of  Leofric,  Eail  of  If ereii^ 
Godiva  of  Coventry  renown,  who  whilst  in  his  taeat  m  ^ 
exiled  by  Edward  the  Confessor,  and  iHm)  had  ttov  r^and  I 
wiser  man.  was  appointed  diief  in  command,  aad  ebtta 
to  direct  the  defence.     His  great  deeds  of  vdoar.  id  u 
many  noble   exploits,   had   won  for  him  a  «eU-B«»« 
reputation.     His    brain-power    and  his  ■n-i"**'V]f! 
alike   the   admiration   or  all.     Trae  envy,  ttst  ^^^ 
sodd  curse,  excited  by  his   manly  aad  \anc  dedij* 
daring,  had  onoe  jeopaidiaed  hii  life.    SUIfel  ii  t«^ 
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dever  in  ttnt^,  vise  in  oooiuel,  qnick  in  perception,  nn- 
tirine  in  effort,  and  bold  as  a  Hon  in  light,  he  was  eminently 
flited  for  the  position  assigned  him.  Hasting  to  Ely  to  work 
oat  his  desijpis,  and  to  make  the  Camp  of  Aefnge  that  great 
fact  which  it  afterwards  became,  his  life  was  songfat  by  £arl 
Warren,  whose  brother  he  had  shun.  Ambushes  on  the  bor- 
ders of  tha  Fens  were  laid  for  him,  and  attempts  cnnniugly 
made  to  entrap  him ;  but  he,  oonseions  of  the  plot,  frustrated 
the  Earl's  designs,  and  drew  from  him  Aose  words  of  bitter 
nge,  hot  of  unquestioned  truth,  **  Oh  that  I  had  that  derilish 
fellow  here,  I  would  certainly  torment  him  to  death  I**  Uere- 
ward,  qnick  and  ready,  replies,  *'  If  we  should  happen  to  be  so 
fortunate  as  to  meet  alone  in  any  lit  place,  you  would  not  wish 
me  on  yonr  feeble  hands,  nor  like  well  of  my  company ;"  and, 
gently  stooping,  lets  fly  an  arrow  which  unhorses  the  Earl 
and  alarms  his  servants.  Meanwhile  Hereward  and  his  com- 
panions pursue  their  journey,  and  that  same  day  enter  Ely, 
being  received  with  great  honour  and  hearty  greetings  by  the 
Abbot  and  his  monks,  as  also  by  Edwin,  Earl  of  Leicester  and 
Horcar,  Earl  of  Warwick,  two  of  the  noble  fugitives  who  had 
found  an  asylum  there.  The  tidings  from  Ely  as  they  reached 
WiUiam  aroused  his  anger,  and  he  resolved  upon  an  immediate 
assault.  He  gathered  his  forces  together  at  Aldreth,  and  there 
collected  stores  of  wood,  stone,  fanots,  trees,  large  pieces  of 
timber,  fastening  them  together  wiUi  cowhides ;  and  further  to 
facilitate  the  passage  across  these  Fen  bogs  and  swamps,  caused 
beasU  to  be  killed  and  tiieir  skins  filled  with  air  like  bUdders. 
Inspired  with  f^ned  for  the  gold  and  the  silver  supposed  to  be 
tnasured  up  in  the  Isle,  his  soldiers  rushed  madly  forward ; 
the  bridge  yielded  beneath  the  pressure,  and  all,  except  a  few 
of  the  hindmost,  who  by  throwing  away  their  weapons, 
managed  to  struggle  through  the  mud  and  escape,  were 
drowned  or  swallowed  up  in  the  depths  of  the  Fens—one  man 
only,  Beda  by  name,  getting  into  tne  Isle.  Beda,  having  re- 
ceived the  hospitalities  and  civilities  of  the  place,  was  permitted 
to  return  to  the  Kiii|r*s  camp,  where  he  recites  before  William 
and  his  nobles  a  wondrous  tale.  He  tells  of  the  impregnability 
of  the  Isle,  its  huge  waters  and  fens  compassing  it  about  lin 
a  strong  wall ;  of  the  utter  indifference  of  its  mhabitants  to 
the  sieffe— the  pbngfaman  keepbg  to  his  plough,  the  hunter 
to  his  sport,  and  the  fowler  to  his  work ;  of  its  teeming  sup- 
plies, consisting  of  domestic  eattie,  harts,  does,  goats,  hares, 
eels,  pike,  peren,  roach,  royal  fishes,  geese,  bitterns,  sea-fowl, 
herons,  ducks,  and  all  in  abundance.  The  fighting  men,  and 
especially  Hereward,  receive  a  rich  meed  of  praise,  much  to 
the  annoyance  of  Earl  Warren,  who  insinuates  that  Beda  has 
been  bribed  to  make  these  representations.  But  William  re- 
peb  these  insinuations,  and  with  a  noble  generosity  refuses  to 
hear  these  valiant  men  evil  spoken  of,  and  commends  their 
eourage  as  above  that  of  his  own  men,  and  feds  indined  to 
make  peace  with  them.  From  this  his  nobles  dissuade  him, 
urging  that  such  a  concession  would  be  a  precedent  which 
might  be  fraught  with  great  evil.  The  King  angrily  replies, 
expressing  his  inabilitv  to  conquer  the  people,  the  place  bdng 
natnrall]^  so  defensible.  Ive-Taillebois,  indignant  at  the 
King's  timidity,  reminds  him  of  the  oU  Norman  witch,  and  sug- 
gests the  desirableness  of  enlisting  her  services.  For,  says  be. 
"  by  her  art  she  would  soon  destroy  their  whole  strength  and 
puces  of  defence,  and  drive  them  out  as  cowards  from  the 
idand."  This  suggestion  tecnres  the  cordial  and  hearty  sym- 
vnth^  of  his  nobles ;  and  at  length,  being  strongly  urged  to  it, 
William  yieUs.  Secrecy  is  enjoined  lest  mischief  should  re- 
Bult,  and  the  old  woman  is  privately  sent  for.  Preparations 
on  a  gigantic  scale  are  forthwith  oommeneed ;  the  new  idea 
inspires  new  hopes.  Forces  numerous  and  powerful,  and  ma- 
terials abundant  and  diversified,  an  once  more  collected  at 
Aldreth.  Towers  are  erected,  earthworks  thrown  up,  and  en- 
gines of  war  arranged.  The  old  witch  mounts  the  highest 
eminence,  and  with  vehemenee  pours  forth  that  volume  of 
words,  and  exhibits  those  mad  nantio  si«ns,  the  spells  of 
witcheiy.  which  are  to  ensura  the  success  of  the  assault  on  the 
morrow.  But  Hereward,  wise  and  crafty,  by  skilful  ma- 
noeuvres and  at  great  personal  risk,  contrives  to  discover  the 
intentions  of  his  foes,  and  just  as  the  old  witch  was  beginning 
with  her  third  spell,  he  causes  a  fire  to  break  out  in  the  reed 
beds,  which,  despite  all  opposition,  rushes  on  madly  and  with 
irresistible  fhrv  towards  tiuB  Norman  camp.  The  crackling  of 
the  willows,  tne  blaze  of  the  reeds  and  other  dry  vegetable 
lubitances,  as  the  fire  goes  leaning  forward,  strike  the  whole 
inny  with  tenor  and  dianiay.   ThnstncrifiedandawMtrickeiiy 


the^  beat  a  quick  retreat,  and  in  wild  oonfosion  grope  their  way 
amid  dense  elonds  of  smoke,  not  knowing  wniiner  thej  go, 
whilst  to  the  windward  from  Saxon  bows  comes  whizsin^  a 
volley  of  bristling  arrows.  The  old  witch  is  left  to  pensh 
miserably  alone.  William  narrowly  escapes  with  his  life,  and 
the  whole  army,  in  modem  parlance,  becomes  demoralised. 
For  seven  long  years  did  these  Fens  successfully  resist  inva- 
sion, but  at  length  treachery  within  and  strategy  without  se- 
cured them  to  the  Normans.  Hereward  made  his  peace  with 
the  Conqueror,  and  returned  to  his  ancestral  hall  at  Bourne. 
Hereward  had  an  only  daughter,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Hugh  de  Evermere,  Lord  of  Beeping,  whose  only  child  and 
daughter  married  Bidiard  de  Bulos,  Chamberlain  to  William 
the  Conqueror.  The  said  Richard  de  Bnlos  not  only  attended 
to  the  ceremonies  inddent  to  Court  life,  but  devoted  himself 
with  great  zeal  and  energy  to  the  pursuits  of  agriculture.  On 
his  upkuids,  the  lands  alwve  the  flood  level,  he  was  renowned 
for  his  good  tillage  and  his  successful  breeding  of  cattle ;  and 
on  his  low  lands  he  projected  and  carried  out,  at  immense  cost, 
great  works  of  reclamation.  By  constructing  strong  and  sub- 
stantial banks  to  prevent  inundations  from  the  Welland,  to 
which  they  were  constantiy  subjected,  he  converted  those  low- 
lying  grounds  about  Market  Beeping  (which  signifies  a  deep 
meadow),  and  which  before  were  deep  lakes  mi  impassable 
lens,  into  fruitfiil  fieUs  and  {JMtures,  and  we  are  told  '*  he  re- 
duced the  most  humid  and  moorish  parts  thereof  to  a  garden 
of  pleasure."  We  are  likewise  told  that  **  bv  the  like  means 
of  banking  and  draining  he  also  made  a  village,  in  the  vei^ 
pan  of  Fiidlington,  and  oy  much  labour  and  chargd  reduced  it 
mto  fields,  meadows,  and  pastures,  which  is  now  called  Beep- 
ii^  St.  James."  All  honour  to  Bichard  de  Rules!  and,  with 
Kings^y,  we  would  write  on  his  tomb,  **  Here  lies  the  first  of 
the  new  English,  who,  by  the  inspiration  of  God,  began  to 
drain  the  Fens."  The  Romans,  bnnging  with  them  a  higher 
dvilization,  performed  various  works  of  drainage,  and  made 
roads,  and  in  other  different  ways  sought  to  improve  the  fen 
conntoy,  and  numerous  traces  of  thmr  skilful  and  intelligent 
labour  are  still  discernible.  The  religious  houses  expended 
considerable  energy,  and  not  a  little  wealth,  m  their  efforts  to 
bank  out  the  waters,  to  keep  the  outfeUs  wdl  open,  and  in 
other  practical  works  of  drainage ;  for  William  of  Mdmes- 
bury,  writing  in  the  eleventh  century,  represents  Thorney  as 
**  a  very  paradise,  for  that  in  pleasure  and  ddight  it  resem- 
bleth  heaven  itself."  This  Furadise  was  subseqoentiy  lost  but 
how  far  through  neglect  of  outfalls  and  other  works,  and  how 
far  from  unoontrolldile  causes,  I  shall  not  venture  an  opinion. 
Sufiice  it  to  say  it  was  lost,  and  it  has  only  been  during  the 
present  century  that  it  has  been  fully  regained.  In  the  reign 
of  the  7th  Henry,  John  Morton,  Bishop  of  Elv,  made  a  chan- 
nd  from  Standground  to  Guyhim,  still  called  Morton's  Leam, 
which  Bttgdale  savs  was  "  a  work  certainly  of  singular  conse- 
quence, not  only  for  the  quicker  evacuation  of  the  overflowings 
of  Nene,  but  for  eonveniency  of  carriage  from  Feterborough  to 
Wisebeehe."  The  drainage  of  the  great  watery  waste  appean 
never  to  have  been  lost  sight  of,  ana  yet  for  centuries  no  great 
effective  works  were  undertaken,  and  no  spedflc  legidative 
measures,  reUting  exduuvely  to  the  Fens,  were  passed.  To 
protect  the  country  from  the  ravages  of  the  sea,  and  to  main- 
um  water-courses  for  purposes  of  drainage,  appear  to  have 
been  considered  duties  devolving  on  the  sovereign  and  his  sub- 
jects ;  and  when  neceasitjr  arose,  or  ooeadon  required  it,  the 
Crown  granted  a  Commission  to  inquire  into  and  remedy 
whatever  faults  wen  found  to  exist.  These  Commissions  were 
sometimes,  justiy  or  unjustiy,  deemed  oppressions.  Hence  we 
find  in  Magna  Charta  it  is  prorided,  **  No  town  nor  freemen 
shall  be  destrained  to  make  bridges  or  banks,  nor  should  any 
banks  be  defended,  but  such  as  were  in  defence  in  the  time  of 
King  Henry,  our  grandfether,  by  the  same  places  and  bounds 
as  they  were  wont  to  be  in  his  time."  In  1581,  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  the  8th,  the  Uw  known  as  "  the  Statute  of  Sewen" 
was  passed.  From  that  time  Commissions  of  Sewen  were 
occasionally  granted,  and  some  partial  works  were  done  nnder 
them  in  the  **  Great  Level,"  as  it  was  termed,  but  nothing  of  a 
permanent  character.  In  1570,  in  the  thirteenth  of  Eliza- 
beth, a  mora  extended  Commission  was  granted  to  Sir  William 
Cecil,  son  of  the  first  Lord  Burfeigh,  and  ten  other  infinential 
persons,  who  on  the  9th  of  June  of  the  same  year  sat  at  Feter- 
borough, but  nothing  in  reality  was  accomplished  byit.  For 
thirty  years  no  further  progress  was  made,  but  in  1600,  in  the 
forty-thifd  of  Elinbeth,  what  wm  called  **  tiie  General  Brain. 
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age  Aflt,**  ma  ptMad.  Tfaii  AM  wu  intitaled  «  An  AM  for 
tbe  neorerj  of  many  hnndrod  thouMiid  aont  of  mariihin,  and 
othar  groandi,  mbjoot  oommonly  to  lanoonding,  within  the 
lala  A  Sly,  and  the  oonntioa  of  Gambridge,  Hantandon, 
Northampton,  linoolna,  Norfolke,  Snffiilko,  Smaoz,  Embi, 
Kent,  and  the  oonntjrpalatiae  of  Dareime,*'  the  preamble 
whereof  mni  thna:  **  Whereu  it  it  apparant  to  roeh  aa  have 
travelled  in  the  ezeeation  of  CommiMiona  of  Seven  in  the  iale 
and  counties  aforeiaid,  that  the  waatei,  oommoni,  maiiahei, 
and  fenny  gnmnda  there,  nlgeot  to  lanonnding.  may  be  re- 
covered by  ikilinl  and  able  nndertakert;  wheraby  neat  and 
inestimable  benefit  wonld  arise  to  her  lujeity,  her  heirs  and 
sneeessors,  disbnrthening  her  Highness  of  many  ehargeabla 
banks  and  works  of  sewers,  within  those  snrronnded  grounds, 
as  the  inorease  of  many  able  snbjeets  by  habitations  being 
there  erested,  and  in  like  sort  profitable  to  many  of  her  High- 
ness's  subjects,  both  bodies  politio  and  eorporate,  who  have 
estates  of  inheritaaoe  and  other  interest  within  the 


And  for  that  the  draining  and  making  dry  and  profitable  of 
those  surrounded  grounn  is  ehieflv  hindered ;  ror  that  the 
greater  part  of  them  are  wastes  and  commons,  subject  jeulj 
to  surrounding,  wherein  divers  have  eommon  by  prescription 
by  reason  of  their  resianqr  and  inhabitancy:  which  kind  of 
commons,  nor  their  interest  therein,  can  by  the  eommon  law 
be  eitinguished  or  nanted  to  bind  others  which  should  in- 
habit there  afterwards.  And  in  that  also  it  appeareth,  that 
the  Commoners,  in  respect  of  their  poverty,  are  unable  to  pay 
the  great  charges  to  such  as  should  undertake  the  recovery  of 
•  the  same.'*  It  then  proceeded  to  f^wt  power  to  the  owners  of 
these  landi  to  make  contracts  with  such  persona  as  would 
undertake  the  draininff,  such  contracts,  and  conveyances 
thereupon,  being  **  made  aood  and  avaikUe  in  law  against 
the  lords  of  the  soil  and  aU  other  the  Commoners  thereiu.** 
This  Act  was  passed  so  near  the  eh)se  of  Elisabeth's  reion  that 
little  was  done ;  but  her  successor  had  scarcely  ascended  the 
throne  ere  he  resolved  to  attempt  the  reclamation  of  the  Cheat 
Level,  and  in  the  second  year  of  his  reign  we  find  James  I. 
appointed  the  first  Commission  for  this  purpose,  but  without 
any  great  practical  results.  Successive  Conuussions  for  seven- 
teen years  were  equally  fruitless.  Schemes  ware  projected, 
expensive  views  taken,  plans  decided  upon,  but  the  works  did 
not  proceed.  Opposition  was  aroused,  and  disputes  between 
the  country  and  the  Commissioners  were  bitter  and  constant, 
and  the  Kin^  wm  petitioned  again  and  again  to  restrain  acts 
of  supposed  ugustice ;  law  suits  were  commenced  both  a^inst 
the  CommiNioners  and  those  in  their  employ ;  everything  to 
retard,  and  nothing  to  advance  the  work.  So  eicited  and  in- 
furiated did  these  Fen  men  become  that  they  could  find  relief 
only  in  song.  Here  is  a  specimen,  called  "The  Powtes 
Complaint" : 

Come,  brethren  of  the  water,  and  let  na  all  aaaemble. 
To  treat  upon  thia  matter,  which  makea  na  quake  and 

tremble  i 
For  we  shall  me  it,  irt  be  ime,  that  Fena  be 
And  where  we  feed  in  Fen  and  Beed,  they'll  flsed  both 
and  Bacon. 

They'll  aow  both  Beana  and  Data,  where  never  man  yet 

thought  it, 
Where  men  did  row  In  boats,  ere  undertakers  bought  it ; 
But,  Gerea,  thou  behold  na  now,  let  wild  oata  be  their 

venture. 
Oh  let  the  frogs  and  miiy  boga  deetroy  where  they  do  enter. 

Behold  the  great  deaign,  which  they  do  now  determine. 
Will  make  our  bodies  pine,  a  prey  to  orowa  and  vermine ; 
For  they  do  mean  all  Fena  to  drain,  and  wntera  overmaater, 
AU  will  DO  dry,  and  we  muat  die,  'oauae  Basez  oalvea  want 
paatnre. 

Away  with  boaated  rudder,  fhrewell  both  boots  and  skatdhea, 
No  need  of  one,  nor  th*  other,  men  now  make  better  matohea  t 
Salt-makera  all  and  tanners  shall  oomplain  of  thia  disaster; 
For  they  wiU  make  each  muddy  lake  for  Baaez  oalvea  a 
paeture. 

The  feather'd  fowla  hare  wings,  to  fly  to  other  nationa* 
But  we  have  no  such  things  to  help  our  transportations ; 
We  most  give  plaoe  (oh,  gnevous  case  I)  to  homed  beaetaand 


Bzoept  that  we  can  aU  agree  to  drive  them  out  l^  battle. 
Whorefore  let  us  introat  our  antient  water  nurses. 
To  show  their  power  so  great  aa  f  help  to  drain  their  purses  j 
And  send  us  good  old  Oaptain  Flood  to  lead  na  out  to  battle 


Thia  noble  Oaptain  yet  wai  Btw  knswn  to  foil  na, 
But  did  the  oonqueat  get  of  all  that  did  aaaail  us, 
08  rage  i         "  '*  '"'^  "~  ' 

great  wonder. 
He  bears  down  bsmka,  and  breakatheircraaka  and  whMigigi 


Good  Bolus,  we  do  thee  pray,  that  thonvriltnotbewaatmK, 

Thou  never  saidat  us  nay,  now  listen  to  oar  canting; 

Do  thou  deride  their  hope  and  pride,  that  purpose  oar  oob- 

foaion. 
And  aend  a  blaat,  that  ttn^y  In  haata  uaj  wvk  no  cood 


Great  Neptune  (God  of  Sana)  tiiia  woilc  mnat  neada  praroki 
thee; 

They  mean  thee  to  diaaaae,  and  with  Fan  water  ebo^  thee ; 
But  with  thy  naoe  do  thou  defooe*  and  quite  ooniband  titii 

matter. 
And  send  tny  sands  to  make  diy  landa,  when  th^  shall  mat 

freshwater. 
And  eke  we  pray  thee,  ICoon,  that  thoa  vrffl  be  mopitioai, 
To  see  that  nought  be  done  to  prosper  the  maUooos ; 
Though  summer's  heat  hath  wrought  a  feat,  whereby  then* 

seivea  they  flatter. 
Yet,  be  BO  good  aa  send  a  flood,  last  Baaez  calves  want  wstcr. 


James,  wearied  and  annoved  by  these  r^eated  failBm,  ud 
incensed  by  the  determinea  and  resolute  oppositioD  erexTvluR 
met  with,  said  "  that  for  the  honour  of  his  kingdom,  he  wooU 
not  any  longer  suffer  these  countries  to  be  abaadoaed  to  Uie 
will  of  the  waters,  nor  let  them  lie  waste  and  unprofitahk;'* 
and  to  ensure  success  and  promptitude  of  actioa,  he  it  oaoe 
declared  himself  the  principal  undertaker.  How  tne  it  ii 
"  Man  proposeth  and  (jlod  disposeth  ;*'  for  just  at  this  iopor- 
tant  juncture,  when  success  seemed  so  well  assured,  his  ittm- 
tion  IS  diverted  from  the  Fens  to  the  Continent,  and  htsdaafk- 
ter^i  husband  eamesU^  implores  him  to  aid  in  the  rettonhot 
of  his  forfeited  dominions.  These  familv  and  otiier  traelila 
effeetnaUy  stay  his  drainage  schemes,  ana  he  beqaesthi  to  his 
successor  this  gigantic  undertaking.  'Pntil  the  fifth  jev  of 
his  reign  Charles  I.  appears  to  have  taken  no  deeided  letna 
towards  freeing  these  submersed  lands  fromthe  waten  vhieh  it- 
solated  them^ut  on  the  6tii  January^  1689 .  a  Sesooa  of  Seven 
wuheld  at  Huntingdon,  which,  in  ita  wisdom  deeieed  tinti 
rata  of  6s.  per  acre  should  be  laid  on  all  these  **  manh,  fenay, 
waste,  and  surrounded  grounds,**  in  order  to  their  drainng.  Bit 
notwithstanding  all  thu  show  of  business,  nothing  wai  dose. 
The  tax  was  not  collected,  and  the  worka  were  aot  prooeedfid 
with.  In  the  month  of  September  of  the  foUowiog  jw 
another  Session  of  Seweia  was  held  at  l^nn,  when  mk- 
thing  more  deilnite  and  hopefal  wu  aoeomposhed.  Tiait 
were  nearly  fifty  Coinmissi(men  present,  and  they  cnteRd  into 
a  contract  with  Sir  Cornelius  Vermnvden,  a  Dateh  esffisier  of 
great  skill  and  experience,  to  drain  the  Great  Levd,  oleriif  to 
give  him  as  his  recompense  for  the  works  undertakes  95,000 
acres  of  the  surrounded  lands.  I  would  here  observe  the  void 
twrouMd^d,  so  frequently  used  in  these  old  docanentiy  bmu 
tmpijjiooded  or  inwtdaUd.  Once  more  the  prise  lO  ram 
gained  tantalixin^ly  eludes  the  gnsp.  Pr^ndice,  deep- noted 
and  omnipotent,  impels  these  fsnmen  to  a  cooneriddtr- 
mined  hostility,  and  they  resolutely  refused  to  ntify  the  eoi- 


bom.  Harina  done  this,  and  upset  the  oontnet,  thn  thn 
turn  round  and  do  a  very  wiie  thug.  They  beeoae  "hsaw 
emtors**  to  Frands,  then  Eari  of  Bedford,  aa  ovaer  of  mm 
20.000  acres  in  the  Level,  and  solicit  him  to  nadeHihe  the 
work.  This  request  is  supported  by  the  Oomausiioaen,  nA 
tiie  Earl  assenU.  On  the  13Ui  of  January,  1630.  isothff 
Session  of  Sewers  was  held  at  Lynn,  when  the  eoatn^,  cm- 
monW  known  as  the  **  Lynn  Law,"  was  made.  Is  tw|i  »» 
the  Earl  engages  to  conunenoe  the  work  forthwith,  "iv  <* 
flaish  it,  so  as  to  make  the  grounds  fit  for  meadov,  •nj'^ 
pasture,  within  the  eompaai  of  six  years  from  the  lA  » }x- 
tober following."  He uto receive 96,00Q acres ef the ibvMd 
land,  theee  whole  96,000  acres  to  be  liaUe  to  the  ftnt  dsuh- 
ing  of  the  work,  and  40,000  aeree,  part  of  the  «>^^ 
subsequent  maintenance.  Provision  was  also  made  thst  wsa 
30,000  acres  shoold  be  finished,  the  ^1  should  haw  h>  pi»* 
portion  of  it.  The  Earl  euoyed  the  eoafidenee  of  theoMij 
tiy.  His  fortune  was  ample,  and  his  character  <—*?*; 
unirevMil  esteem,   Tlio  oppoaitioii  whioh  ha4  « i" 
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thwarted  all  pmiou  efforts  to  clndii  the  Lerel  wai  no  longer 
experieneed.     Unanimity  prendls,   and  the  whole   oonntry 
nthers  aroond  the  Earl,  and  proffen  iti  aanatanoe.    In  the 
followin|p  Tear  the  Earl  and  thirteen  other  gentlemen  of  rank 
and  wealth  interested  in  the  oonntry,  who  had  beeome  as- 
sociateB  with  him  in  the  adventore,  entered  into  an  agreement 
among  themselTes,  oommonly  known  as  the  **  Indenture  of  14 
Parts,'*    whereby  the  undertaking  was  divided  into  twenty 
shares,   and  the  adrentnrers  were  for  each  share  to  sostain 
pToporUonal  shares  of  the  charges.    On  the  18th  of  March, 
1637.  tlie  £arl  and  certain  other  persons  were  by  letters  patent 
incorporated.    This  charter  of  incorporation  ffave  them  cer- 
tain otber  powers,  besides  making  tbem  pardiaus  of  aU  the 
waters,  riTer^  and  fens  within  Uie  precincts  of  the  Lef  el, 
snch  as  the  bnildine  of  churches  and  ohapels  and  making 
clinrchyards,  **  in  snch  fitting  places  of  the  said  Fens  as  they 
shall  jndge  meet,  and  to  canse  them  to  he  consecrated  by  the 
bishop.'*    This  breath  of  royal  isTonr  inspired  the  Earl  and 
his  oo-adrentnrers  with  spirit,  and  they  Tigoronsly  poshed  on 
the  work :  and  on  the  1!^  of  October,  1637,  the  whole  Lerel 
was  adjudged  drained,  and  the  95,000  acres  of  hmd  were  set 
ont  fbr  the  £arl*s  recompense.    This  ray  of  kinffl^  sunshine 
nnhappily  was  only  the  prelude  to  the  approaehing  storm. 
The  cloud  was  gathering  thiek  and  portentous,  and  was  soon 
to  bnrst  on  the  noble  band  of  adventurers.    For  on  the  14th 
of  April,  1038,  at  a  Session  of  Sewers  held  at  Huntingdon, 
the  Earl  of  Bedford's  undertaking  was  adjudged  defeotiTe. 
The  Kine,  professing  a  great  desire  to  make  these  400,000 
acres  in  the  Great  Lerel  good  winter  as  well  as  summer  lands, 
which  he  considers  the  Earl  has  failed  to  do,  consults  Sir  C. 
Vermnyden  and  o&ers  competent  to  advise  him;  and  at  a 
Session  of  Sewers  held  at  Huntingdon  on  the  18th  of  July 
caxues  himself  to  be  declared  the  undertaker,  the  bargain  being 
that  he  shall  have  not  only  the  96,000  acres  which  had  been 
formerly  set  out  for  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  but  also  57,000  acres 
from  the  country  additional.    Bat  in  consideration  of  the  great 
expenses  incurred  by  the  Earl  and  his  participants  in  their 
eiforts  to  perform  the  undertaking,  he  was  to  receive  40,000 
out  of  the  95,000  acres.    Charles,  like  his  royal  predecessor, 
when  proclaimed  undertaker,  projects  grand  works,  and,  pic- 
tares  to  himself  ^reat  and  speedy  results.    One  of  his  pet 
schemes  was  to  buld  an  eminent  town  in  the  midst  of  the 
level    at  the  vilhwe   of  Mauea,  which  vras  to  enjoy  the 
en(»hoiiioU8  name  of  Charlemont,  ne  had  himself  drawn  tiie 
desigpu,  and  intended  making  a  navigable  stream  from  this 
chosen  spot  to  the  Ouse.    But,  Uke  James  too,  just  as  his 
plans  were  ripening,  and  he  was  preparing  to  take  prompt  and 
active  measures  to  accomplish  ms  purposes,  his  attention  is 
diverted  from  the  Fens  to  other  more  important  and  disastrous 
scenes,  which  finally  result  in  the  loss  of  his  crown  and  of  his 
head.    National  disquietude  was  inimical  to  Fen  interests,  and 
the  works  which  the  Earl  of  Bedford  and  his  associates  had 
at  such  immense  cost  constructed  were  allowed  to  go  to  decay, 
and  the  drains  were  rspiHj  growing  up.    Francis,  Earl  of 
Bedford,  the  old,  and  Cnarles  I.,  the  new  undertake^  were 
both  dead.    Wimam,  son  to  Francis,  succeeded  to  his  nthef*s 
earldom,  and,  inheriting  much  of  the  spirit  and  enterprise  of 
his  father,  applied  wim  others  of  the  adventurers  in  1640, 
daring  the  Commonwealth,  to  the  Parliament  sitting  at  West- 
minster.   Parliament  listened  to  their  application,  carefully 
examined  all  former  proceedings,  declared  tne  decisions  of  the 
Huntingdon  meeting  null  and  void,  and  entrusted  the  works 
to  the  new  Earl  on  the  general  plan  of  the  **  Lynn  Law.'* 
This  Act  of  1649  was  called  the  **Tretended  Act'*  it  not  hav- 
ing been  re-enacted  on  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.    The 
new  undertakers  began  in  real  earnest,  and  made  good  speed. 
The  old  works  were  repaired,  and  new  ones  constructed,  and 
on  the  25th  of  March,  1653,  the  Level,  by  a  decree  of  Sewers 
made  at  Ely,  was  a4judged  to  be  folly  drained,  and  the  Earl 
and  his  co-adventurers  had  the  96,000  acres  of  land  awarded 
to  them.    The  Great  Level  henceforward  took  the  name  of 
the  **  Bedford  Level."    In  1663,  in  the  16th  of  Charles  11., 
a  Bill  was  brought  into  Parliament,  to  make  the  adventurers  a 
oornoration,  and  during  that  session  beotme  law.    This  Act 
maae   the   adventurers  a  corporation  in  perpetuity.^    The 
manner  of  their  continuance  is  prescribed ;  their  powers  are 
dedared :  the  whole  95,000  acres,  their  recompense  for  the 
work  of  oraining,  are  made  subject  td  taxes  to  be  annually  laid 
and  raised  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  works  of 
the  Level ;  the  public  meetings  of  the  Corporation  are  fixed ; 


and  the  business  of  tiiose  meetings  directed.  From  that  time 
to  within  the  last  few  years  an  Earl  or  Duke  of  Bedford  has 
been  the  Qovemor  of  the  Corporation.  But  on  the  occasion 
of  the  North  Level,  in  which  toe  Duke's  property  is  situated, 
being  legaUy  separated  from  the  Corporation,  he  withdrew, 
and  was  succeeded  by  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke^  the  prssent 
Governor.  From  what  has  been  already  stated,  it  will  oe  seen 
that  the  work  of  reclaiming  this  vast  area  of  inundated  land 
was  no  easy  task ;  but  one  fraught  with  immense  and  ever- 
recurring  mlfiealties,  and  required  men  of  strong  nenre  and 
intrepid  courage  to  undertake  it.  And  it  affords  an  apt  illus- 
tration of  the  net  that  subjects  rather  than  sovereigns  can 
most  safely  be  entrusted  with  the  prosecution  of  gpreat  national 
enterprises.  The  name  of  Russell  is  one  ever  to  be  honoured 
in  the  Fen  country.  To  that  family  every  fen-man  is  largely 
indebted.  I  cannot  resist  tito  conviction  that  the  draining  of 
the  Bedford  Level  is  the  real  starting-point,  and  that  all  sub- 
sequent and  more  perfect  works  of  drainage  owe  their  exigence 
to  the  successful  issue  of  that  great  adventure.  The  two  nums 
I  have  introduced  are  copies  from  Dngdale,  and  show  the 
state  of  the  Level  before  and  after  its  drainage  by  the  adven- 
turers. In  the  one,  as  von  will  see,  the  villages  stand  on  high 
ground  above  the  flood  level,  and  are  mostiy  surrounded  with 
water,  and  constitute  the  IsLbs  around  Ely,  bom  iHiich  circum- 
stance that  division  of  the  county  of  (^tmbridge,  called  the 
Isle  of  Sly,  very  probabW  took  its  name.  On  these  hiffh 
grounds  (and  to  this  day  the  distinctive  names  of  kiffh  and  fen 
lands  an  retained)  the  sparse  rerident  population  doubtless 
produced  com  and  meat  sufficient  for  their  remiirements, 
whilst  on  the  flooded  lands  they  had  an  inexhaustiDle  supply 
of  fish  and  wildfowl.  And  it  seems  fidr  to  suppose  they 
realised  no  small  measnn  of  ouoyment,  dividing  tneir  time 
between  work  and  sport,  and  making  both  contribute  to  their 
familv  necessities.  On  the  other  map  yon  have  a  view  of  the 
Level  after  it  was  adjudged  folly  dnmed,  with  the  works  of 
Sir  C.  Yermuyden,  whiSa  show  the  design  of  his  scheme,  and 
to  which  1  must  briefly  eall  vour  attention.  Sir  Cornelias 
Vermnyden,  althooffh  rejected  by  the  country,  as  aheady  stated, 
in  consequence  of  Being  *'  an  alien  bom,"  was  employed  by 
the  adventurers,  and  the  drainage  of  the  Level  was  earned  out 
accordinff  to  his  plans,  and  under  his  direction.  He  divided 
the  Level  into  three  parts.  The  first  from  WeUand  itiver  to 
Morton's  Leam,  the  second  from  Morton's  Learn  to  Bedford 
River,  and  the  third  from  Bedford  River  southwards.  The 
first,  containing  about  40,000  acres,  was  called  the  North 
Level ;  the  second,  containing  abont  140,000  acres,  was  called 
the  Middle  Level;  and  the  third,  containing  about  120,000 
acres,  was  called  the  South  Levd.  The  leading  featnres  of 
his  scheme  were  to  convey  the  upland  waters  through  the 
Level,  by  means  of  straightened  and  embanked  rivers,  to  sea, 
and  to  prevent  the  tide  entering  and  overflowing  either  of  the 
levels.  He  effected  these  olnects  by  taming  the  course  of  the 
Nene  along  Morton's  Leam,  between  the  North  and  the  Middle 
Level,  and  the  Ouse  from  Earith  by  a  new  cut  called  the  *'  100 
feet^'  or  New  Bedford  River,  on  the  confines  of  the  South 
Level,  and  so  obtaining  direct  outfalls  to  sea  at  Wisbech  and 
Lynn,  which  tended  greatiy  to  improve  those  outfoUs.  An- 
otner  feature  in  his  scheme  wu  to  cut  large  new  straight 
drains  within  each  leveL  to  convey  the  downfall  to  the  riven. 
Each  level  was  defended  by  high  harrier  banks,  and  between 
the  North  and  Middle  Levels,  and  also  between  the  Middle 
and  South  Levels,  within  these  high  strong  banks,  are  washes, 
which,  when  the  floods  from  the  upland  districts  are  greater 
than  the  rivers  can  carry  away  to  sea,  receive  these  surplus 
waters,  properprovisions  being  made  for  their  reception  and 
eracuation.  The  second  map  shows  this  very  clearly,  and 
gives  at  once  a  diatiuct  idea  of  the  pbn ;  and  in  comparing 
these  straight  embanked  rivers,  keeping  out  the  upbnd  waten 
from  the  Fens  altogether,  with  those  old  natural  streams 
whidi,  crooked  and  devious,  went  winding  through  the  whole 
Level,  the  waters  overflowing  them  without  let  or  hindrance, 
one  sees  at  once  the  wisdom  of  this  part  of  Yermuyden's 
scheme.  For  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  waters,  whose 
passage  to  sea  he  ihus  provides  for,  are  not  the  waten  foiling 
in  the  immediate  neiKhDourhood,  but  what  flow  down  the  Ouse 
and  the  Nene  from  JSuckinghamshire,  Bedfordshire,  Huntintr- 
donshiro,  and  Northamptonshire— the  water-shed  of  whole 
counties.  The  two  great  defects  in  Yermuyden's  scheme  were 
(1st)  his  omission  to  provide  fbr  the  improvement  of  the 
natoraloatikOsto  sea  at  lynu  and  Wisbech.    He  r^-^' 
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himidf  with  Retting  thtt  water  out  of  the  Feu  into  the  dnini 
and  riTen  running  tlirongh  the  LeTel ;  bat  gate  no  attention 
to  their  diacharge  therefrom ;  whereat  hii  first  gpreat  boiineis 
should  bare  been  to  have  lecared  for  these  drains  and  riven 
the  best  outfall  possible  to  sea,  for,  without  that,  all  internal 
works,  however  good,  must  sooner  or  later  fail.  His  second 
error  consisted  in  not  making  the  new  drains  and  cuts  of  suffi- 
cient depth.  He  either  did  not  understand  or  did  not  pro- 
perly consider  the  nature  of  the  soil  he  had  to  excavate.  This 
soil  was  a  deep  moor-bed,  which  had  been  growing  and  ao- 
cumnlating  for  centuries,  probably  for  a^  and  for  tiiese 
drains  to  be  permanently  efficient,  it  required  that  this  bed 
should  be  cut  ^oite  through  to  the  natural  soil  on  which  it 
rested ;  but  this  he  failed  to  do,  and  the  consequence  was  the 
peat  bottoms  of  tliese  drains,  covered  with  fen  water,  began, 
imperceptibly  it  might  be,  but  surely,  to  rise  upwards  towards 
Uie  surlace  of  the  water,  aeriouslv  impairing  their  utility  as 
drainage  channels.  And  whilst  this  process  was  going  on  in 
the  drains^  channels,  a  process  of  a  directly  opposite  charac- 
ter was  going  on  in  the  drained  lands  around.  Whilst  the 
one  was  rising,  the  other  was  subsiding.  These  erron  were 
sources  of  great  trouble  and  loss  to  the  adventurers.  The 
completion  of  the  adventurers'  works  and  their  effeets  upon 
the  drainage  of  the  Level  led,  after  a  while,  to  the  considera- 
tion of  still  further  works.  Leading  drains  or  rivers  had  been 
provided  to  convey  the  waters  into  the  larver  streams,  and 
thence  to  sea ;  but  aa  the  drained  land  subsided,  the  question 
very  natnndly  arose  how  the  waters  could  be  got  from  the 
fen  drains  into  the  adventorers*  drains.  When  they  ceased  to 
flow  naturally  or  by  their  own  gravitation,  it  became  necessary 
to  provide  some  hfting  power.  The  consequence  was  the 
division  of  the  Level  into  districts,  not  on  anv  uniform  plan ; 
but  as  certain  owners  in  any  locality  deemed  it  expedient  to 
improve  the  drainage  of  a  certain  specified  area,  they  applied 
to  Parliament  for  the  necessary  poirert,  which  very  commonl  v 
included  embanking  as  well  as  draining,  as  both  were  essential. 
The  first  of  these  ^strict  AcU  was  obtained  «*for  the  better 
draining  and  prqwrvation  of  Haddenham  Level,"  which  is 
within  the  South  Level.  This  Act  was  passed  in  1726,  and 
was  followed  by  a  number  of  similar  Acts.  These  districte 
were  provided  with  drains,  which  all  converged  to  certain 
points,  and  these  mills,  driven  by  wind-power,  were  erected 
for  lifting,  bv  means  of  scoop  wheels,  the  waters  from  these 
drains  into  the  adventurers*  drains,  to  be  conveyed  by  them  to 
sea.  Both  the  adventurers*  and  the  free  lands  (aa  they  were 
designated)  were  taxed  to  carry  out  and  continue  these  opera- 
tions. These  wind  engines  during  the  present  century  iiave 
very  generally  given  place  to  steam.  A  few  remain  as  the 
relics  of  a  former  dispensation.  Unfortunately,  when  the 
floods  eame,  it  so  frequently  happened  that  the  wind  refused 
to  blow,  and  untU  Eolus  could  be  aroused,  these  fen  lands, 
instead  of  their  embanked  rivers,  became  reservoirs  for  the 
waters,  and  these  floodugs  oftimes  resulted  in  heavy  pecuniary 
losses.  Steam-pHoirer,  exchanging  a  certainty  for  an  uncer- 
tainty, has  contributed  very  largely  to  the  improved  drainage, 
and  oonsequenUy  to  the  increased  fertility  and  value  of  fon 
lands.  The  advent  of  steam  was  the  occasion  of  poetic  in- 
spiration. Hence  a  poor  man  writes  as  a  motto  for  a  ateam- 
drainage  engine : 

"  These  Fena  oftimea  hnTC  been  hv  vmter  ditmn*d— 

Science  a  remedy  in  water  fonnd  j 

'  The  power  of  steam,'  she  said.  *  shall  be  employed. 

And  the  Deatroyer  by  himself  destroyed.'  '* 
Vermuyden's  omission  to  provide  adequately  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  natural  outfalls,  as  akeady  refisrred  to,  became 
towards  the  end  of  the  last  oentary  a  sulgect  of  vast  and 
serious  moment  To  deepen  and  improve  the  internal  dndns, 
and  heighten  the  banks  in  the  Middle  and  South  Levels,  as 
proposed,  could  be  of  little  avail,  so  long  as  the  outfall  re- 
mauMd  unaltered.  Indeed,  so  bad  had  things  become,  that 
the  Corporation  were  induced  to  consult  Mr.  John  Golbome, 
an  eminent  engineer,  who  reported  upon  the  state  of  the  Level, 
and  discouraged  the  execution  of  any  other  works  until  the 
outfall  firom  St.  Oermains  to  Lynn  was  improved.  His  report 
It  melancholy  and  sad.  He  says,  -  Look  which  way  yon  will, 
yon  see  nothing  but  misery  and  desolation.  Go  but  half-a- 
mik  fromEly,andvou  come  toatrack  of  16,000  acres  given  up 
and  abandonol.  There  you  see  the  ruins  of  windmills,  the  last 
•ffSrtfo^«;«dMW««  people.'*  This  is  in  the  South  Level, 
and  the  Middle  Level  IS  no  better.    If  you  go  to  aamsey,"  S 


says,  '*yoa  find  more  than  10,000  acres  occupied  bf  the 
watMS,  and  see  houses  without  inhabitants,  and  Uadt  is- 
capable  of  either  pasturage  or  tillan.  We  pMsed  tvo  fima- 
houses,  now  deserted,  where  one  of  the  ooeupiecs  got  bet  tvo 
crops  in  nine  years,  and  there  were  thousands  of  aersi  ia  ctkr 
parts  covered  with  fine  rropa  of  wheat,  bailey,  and  ost^tbt 
would  be  lost  if  there  happened  to  fall  twen^-fonr  boors  of 
heavy  rain ;  wretched  peopls  whose  all  depends  oa  theek- 
mengr  of  the  season.*'  Once  more  referring  to  the  Soitk 
Levd,  he  says :  '*  We  saw  the  whole  Level  sttrcharged  wA 
water."  And  to  the  liiddle  Level,  «Look  wfaickvijTN 
will  along  the  Level  and  it  is  brim  fulL"  GolborBfl^ftFea 
picture  is  not  a  very  cheering  one,  but  amid  all  thcdai 
peneillings  there  is  one  little  shading  of  light,  one  litUe  «- 
beam  tinged  with  brightness  stealing  from  bduad  the  doed, 
for  he  says'*  the  root  of  the  evU  lav  in  the  oat&lV*  sad  tio^ 
if  **  a  new  channel  is  made  for  the  Ouse  firom  Baa  Brisk,  ai4 
through  the  marshes  to  Lvnn,"  cuttin|  off  a  loag  oitoitea 
bend,  which  so  calamitously  impeded  the  free  fiowof  the  witen 
from  the  discharge  sluices  of  the  two  levels  in  their  psM 
to  sea,  **  the  Level  would  again  flooriah  and  becone  firait&l 
land  at  a  moderate  expense."  ThisEan  Brink  Cat,  mwiriy 
recommended  by  Golborne,  was  made,  bat  between  tweabr  ui 
thirty  years  elapsed  between  the  passing  of  the  first  Eta  Brisk 
Act  and  the  opening  of  the  cut.  Bnt  when  it  wasopeaeda 
1821  all  the  beneficial  effects  predicted  bv  QoIborae,BaaBis,ui 
other  engineers,  were  fully  realised.  The  kw-wster  M  of 
the  Ouse,  eqpeeially  at  its  seaward  end,  waa  cossidcnUy 
lowered,  and  hence  the  discharge  from  the  Feas  wm  in  lib 
mannnerfaeUitated.  AfewfeetadditioudfaUtosachlovlyiig 
knds  is  of  the  utmost  value.  Between  the  passiac  of  the  fint  En 
Brink  Act  and  the  opening  of  the  £an  Brink  Cat,  the  Xitfe 
Level,  anxious  to  improve  its  own  internal  works,  oMsiscdii 
1810  an  Act  for  that  purpose,  under  whidi  th^apeidd 
rome  £80,000.  But  these  improvements,  added  to  the  beadti 
resulting  from  the  opening  of  the  Ban  Brink  Cot,  did  s^ 
afford  the  country  an  efficient  drainage.  And  I  sk  sot  «• 
prised  at  it :  for  when  I  stood  the  other  day  andloabdit 
the  two  little  openings  firom  Well  Creek  into  the  Ttongi'  Dnis, 
through  which  neariy  the  whole  of  the  Middle  Lefel  witn 
had  to  pass,  I  fdt  amaied  that  the  owners  of  Middle  M 
land  oouid|  even  for  a  short  time,  hare  rented  oi»^i>*''^7!'!j 
such  a  miserable  apolocr  for  drainage.  la  1841  goflv 
discontent  benn  to  prevul,  and  schemes  for  improved  dniBife 
were  prmectedi,  which  resulted  in  the  adoptkmof  aplannb- 
mitted  by  Mr.  Walker,  which  in  18M  received  the  naetim  ef 
Parliament.  Mr.  Walker  avoided  the  error  of  Yeniifda, 
and  g;ave  his  first  consideration  to  the  outfrlL  Preriesahto 
this  time  the  waters,  as  just  intimated,  had  been  diaeliaiitH  bj 
the  Tongs' Drain  into  the  Ouse.  Mr.  Walker  decided  to  est 
a  new  drain  to  a  point  nine  milea  nearer  I^n,  joit  t^  w^^ 
of  the  Kau  Brink  Cut,  thereby  giving  a  greatly  inprflrcdM 
for  the  waters.  Probably  in  tunes  of  pressure  the  difaag 
would  be  as  much  as  ten  feet,  or  even  more.  Having  Ncared 
this  immensely  improved  ontfall,  Mr.  Walker  tfaca  ingB^ 
adapt  the  internal  works  to  it,increaaing  thedawsMniiid 
depths  of  the  drains  accordiagly,  and  where  pnfltiable  pnif 
a  natural  drainage,  and  where  otherwise  redneiag  the  re^ 
mentefbr  mill  power  to  a  minimum.  TheadvaateKoniUBV 
from  Mr.  Walker^s  scheme  cannot  well  be  oier  c^wM* 
Formerlv  the  waten  were  held  up  in  ahallow  stresw,bctfea 
two  hign  banks,  whidi  banks,  in  early  Fen  kirtoryi  «0* 
sources  of  perpetual  disquietude  to  FenuBen,  ss  dariayCTg 
flood  there  were  apprehensions  of  a  breaeh,  end  Jbatmm 
were  not  nnfrequent.  Since  the  Ean  Briak  Ortn* 
opened  these  breaches  have  been  less  frequent,  }^J^ 
water  is  carried  between  banka  sevend  fiK*  abofe  w 
level  of  the  surronnding  knda  then  is  alwaji  dngtf ; 
besides  danger  there  U  leakage,  and  nnlem  tk  >>» 
have  good  puddle  walls  of  day  m  them,  thk  u  < 
a  source  of  convdereble  diflicnlty  and  eznense.  sad  la  i 


to  these  evils  there  is  the  incrnaed  pomping  povff  mpi"^ 
It  is  a  self-evident  fret  that  the  higher  the  heed  <rf  n^ 
against  whidi  you  have  to  Kfl,  the  greater  will  be  Ae  Mg 
power  required,  and  Uie  less  will  be  the  dischsige.  »« 
Mr.  Walker's  pUns  were  carried  out  thess  thiajs  hsve  «m 


to  exist  in  t£e  Middle  Levd ;  but  half  a  miffioa  of 
was  expended  in  securing  the  advantage  it  ^^^^^ 
these  works  were  erected  the  Two  Mifie  JBitasry  f^tW^ 
Lynn  baa  contributed  to  improve  the  oatfrO,bji 
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the  depramm  tt  low  wator-mark  in  the  Ohm  at  Imn  thno 
to  four  fee^  aad  at  St.  German's,  where  the  Middle  Lerel 
waters  are  dudiai;^,  two  to  three  feet.  Bat  the  iucreaied 
■oour  of  the  Oue  u  a  warce  of  danger  as  well  as  of  drainage 
henellt.  Already  two  aloioes  have  soccamhed,  and  twice  has 
the  copntrr  heen  ezdted  and  alarmed  hy  reported  failures  ot 
the  Ooae  hanks ;  and  did  I  possess  the  spirit  of  prophcMDy 
which  eome  people  seem  to  enjoy  I  should  Tentare  to  predict 
that  we  haye  as  yet  not  heard  the  last  of  these  reports,  hat 
that  aooner  or  later  those  hanks  will  he  occasions  of  disaster 
to  the  ooontry.  Since  the  failure  of  the  Middle  Lerel  Outfall 
sluice  in  1862  the  country  has  heen  drained  by  syphons;  this 
plan  was  sngseated  hy  Mr.  Hawkshaw,  and  has  thus  far  been 
sQcoessfnl.  There  are  rixteen  of  these  syphons,  each  8|  feet 
in  diameter,  and  abont  150  feet  in  lenijth,  placed  over  the 
bank  which  was  put  across  the  main  drain  to  stop  the  inflow 
of  the  tide  after  the  sluice  fiuled.  There  is  every  appliance 
which  science  can  devise  for  keeping  them  in  efficient  workinsr 
order.  Probably  in  any  new  drainage  schemes  a  sluice  would 
be  preferred  to  syphons,  but  the  Biiddle  Level  has  occasion  to 
speak  well  of  the  syphons,  and  although  their  present  number 
may  possess  less  discharging  power  than  their  old  sluice,  and 
there  may  be  some  slight  loss  of  fall,  yet  upon  the  whole  thev 
have  worked  satisfactorily,  and  have  kept  the  Level  well 
drained.  The  large  sum  of  money  expended  by  the  Middle 
Level  nnder  its  Act  of  184^  on  works  properly  belon^nff  to 
the  Bedford  Level  Corporation,  and  which  it  had  failed  to 
adapt  to  the  requirements  of  the  Level,  occasioned  dissatisfac- 
tion amongst  the  proprietors  of  the  Middle  Level  lands,  and  led 
them  to  seek  a  separation  from  it,  having  their  own  works 
and  share  of  funds  placed  exclusively  under  their  own  manage- 
ment; Parliament  sanctioned  this  separation  in  1862.  T)ie 
North  Level  as  ht  back  as  1753  had  been  practically  and 
virtually  separated  from  the  Corporation,  its  share  of  the 
Corporation  funds  being  secured  to  its  own  uses,  but  it  was 
not  legally  and  technicalff  separated  from  it  until  1858.  The 
North  Level  took  the  lead  in  securing  a  good  and  efficient 
drainage.  By  making  a  new  river  eight  or  nine  miles  in 
length,  and  by  cutting  off  a  long  bend  by  another  straight  cut 
of  aboat  the  same  length,  they  gained  an  additional  outfall  of 
some  ten  feet,  which  enabled  them  to  do  away  with  all  pumpina 
power,  and  for  forty  years  thev  have  now  enjoyed  a  good 
natural  drainaae,  their  waters  falling  by  their  own  gravitation 
to  the  sea.  The  South  Level,  havina  lost  both  the  mrth  and 
the  Middle  Levels,  now  enjoys  the  honour  of  beina  itself  the 
Bedford  Level  Corporation.  By  an  Act  passed  in  1827  some 
part  of  this  level  was  bencfitM,  but  no  great  and  compre- 
hensive scheme  for  giving  the  whole  Level  a  more  perfect  and 
efficient  drainase  has  yet  been  submitted  to  Parliament.  Con- 
siderable benefit  has  been  necessarily  derived  fiom  the  Eau 
Brink  and  Estuary  Cuts,  but  to  reap  the  fall  advantage  of 
these  a  new  outfall  much  nearer  to  Lynn  is  required.  The 
old  outfall  at  Denver  Sluice  is  still  retained.  This  being  some 
ten  miles  higher  up  the  Ouse  than  the  Middle  Level  point  of 
discharge  there  is  a  consequent  loss  of  fall  of  several  feet ; 
and  this  necessitates  the  keeping  of  the  waters  piled  up  in  the 
rivers  between  high  banks,  tne  level  of  the  water  being  some 
few  feet  above  the  level  of  the  land,  whereby  they  are  exposed 
to  all  the  evils  incident  to  this  primitive,  hut  imperfect  system 
of  drainaj^  aad  to  which  I  nave  already  adverted.  Last 
Whitrautide  the  Bedford  Level  Corporation  received  a  me- 
morial from  the  Commissionen  of  the  Haddenham  Level 
Drainage,  which  stated  that  at  their  last  half-vearly  meeting 
**  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  incur  great  and  neoesnry  ex- 
pense in  puddling  the  north  bank  of  the  old  west  river,  as 
there  ara  reasons  to  apprehend  that  in  the  event  of  a  flush  of 
water  in  the  river  tne  leakage  through  the  banks  would  be 
greater  than  the  memorialists  engine  eould  keep  down.  The 
memorialists  an  of  opinion  that  the  work  is  absolutely  neoes- 
•ary  for  the  preservation  of  their  LeveL  though  the  bank  is 
not  within  the  limits  of  their  inrisdietion.**  From  what  I 
have  alreadv  stated  respecting  the  draining  of  this  "great 
Ticvel  *'  (and  I  have  oonllned  my  obaervations  mainly  to  this, 
and  it  sufficiently  illustrates  the  drainam  of  all  fen  lands)  the 
inference  is  easily  deducible.  that  if  fen  lands  are  to  be  per- 
fectly and  sucoessnilly  dndnea  the  true  principle  is  first  of  all 
to  secure  the  best  possible  outfall  for  the  dischaige  of  the 
waters,  aad  then  to  eonstniet  the  internal  works  of  corre- 
sponding dimensions  and  depths,  giving  where  practioable  a 
nateral  drainage,  and  where  not,  rMudag  the  punping  power 


to  a  minimum ;  and  sooner  or  later  I  eonoeive  this  will  he 
the  principle  adopted  by  all  the  drainage  levels  in  the  kingdom. 
One  important  and  somewhat  startling  fact  in  connection  with 
the  review  of  the  drainage  history  of  the  great  level  during 
the  last  two  or  three  centuries  strikes  one,  and  that  is,  that  all 
the  great  works  which  have  contributed  to  drain  the  land 
effectually,  rescuing  it  from  all  risk  of  winter  floods,  and 
making  it  really  valuable,  have  been  made  during  the  present 
centuiy.  At  the  beginning  of  the  century  the  lands  were 
little  more  than  summer  lands,  and  men  were  considered  de- 
mented who  ventured  to  sow  a  whole  field  with  wheat  But 
now  tiie  Fens  are  the  great  com-prodneina  lands  of  the  king- 
dom, and  have  been  not  inaptly  termed  "the  granary  of 
England.**  In  1774  the  Fen  Country  had  excited  so  much 
interest  that  Lord  Orford  and  a  partj  of  friends  resolved  to 
take  a  cruise  "  in  the  narrow  seas'*  in  the  Great  Level,  and 
accordingly  had  a  fleet  fitted  out  at  Deptford  and  Ely,  and  in 
July  commenced  their  twenty-one  days*  cruise.  They  passed 
through  Denver  Sluice  into  the  Ouse,  and  thence  through 
Sailers*  Lode  Sluice  to  Well  Creek,  and  so  through  the  Level. 
At  Whittlesea  Mere  the  great  reservoir  for  fen  waters,  they 
amused  themselves  with  fishing,  and  got  up  a  regatta ;  they 
also  received  a  risit  while  there  from  Lord  Sandwich,  the 
firet  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  some  of  his  naval  friends. 
In  cruising  down  the  rivers  they  took  some  very  lordly  liberties, 
which  I  uncy  would  be  speedily  avenged  in  these  days. 
Where  bridses  were  found  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  their 
ships  they  simply  knocked  them  down,  and  passed  on.  They 
were  not  very  complimentary  to  our  Fen  mothen ;  they  say 
**  many  very  old  women  in  Unwell,  Outwell,  and  Maroh ;  the 
sex  in  general  extremely  ugly ;  the  towns,  population,  crops 
of  all  kinds,  plentiful."  At  Bamsey  his  Lordship  says  they 
found  "  the  sex  much  handsomer  .  .  .  The  girls  had  many  of 
them  anido  faces,  with  fair  hair,  good  shapes,  with  expression 
and  life  in  their  countenances.**  I  don*t  learn  that  amount 
those  inhabitants  whom  they  describe  as  baring  "  disagreeable 
sallow  complexions,  broad  mit  noses,  and  wide  mouths,**  were 
any  "yellow-bellied**  or  "  web-footed.'*  Perhaps  this  reputed 
race  had  become  extinct.  Lord  Orford*s  race-conrse  and  fisning- 
g[ronud  is  now  the  home  of  flocks  and  herds,  and  teems  with 
rich  abundance.  The  eel,  the  perch,  and  the  pike,  have  vielded 
to  the  bullock,  the  sheep,  and  the  horse,  and  the  lake-billow, 
which  when  tempest-tossed  brought  sickness  to  the  cruisen, 
has  given  phice  to  the  aolden  wave  of  plenty.  The  Mere  was 
drained  under  the  Middle  Level  Act  of  1844,  and  for  all  de- 
tails and  particulars  relative  to  its  subsequent  cultivation  I 
refer  yon  to  a  very  excellent  paper  on  the  subject,  written  by 
one  of  its  chief  proprietors,  Mr.  Wells,  M.P.  for  Peterborough, 
and  whidi  appeared  in  a  late  number  of  the  Royal  Agrioul- 
toral  Sodetys'  Journal.  Tlie  subsidence  of  Fen  lands  after 
they  become  drained  is  a  snlgect  deserving  attention.  The 
more  we  drain  the  lower  our  lands  become,  and  we  are  begin- 
ning to  inquire  what  is  to  be  the  end  of  all  this.  I  am  in- 
formed by  Ifr.  Lauranoe,  the  agent  to  Mr.  Wells,  that  when 
Whittlesea  Mere  was  drained,  to  ascertain  accurately  what  the 
subsidence  was,  a  Doric  column  was  placed  in  the  ground,  on 
which  feet  and  inches  were  marked  downward  from  the  capitol, 
which  was  the  original  surface  of  the  land.  That  sarfece  is 
now  seven  feet  below  what  it  was  when  ther  began  to  drain 
tlie  Mere  ei^^hteen  yean  aao ;  and  in  the  Middle  Jjevel  on  all 
our  old  drained  lands  we  find  the  subsidence  is  still  going  on 
at  the  rate  of  an  inch  per  year.  We  learn  this  from  our 
drainage  engines,  which  are  continually  requiring  the  centres 
of  their  water-wheels  to  be  lowered,  or  the  ladles  to  be 
lengthened,  or  they  would  soon  lose  their  dip  altogether.  The 
increased  facilities  of  discharge  through  the  improved  outfeUs 
must  continue  to  be  felt  until  the  peaty  subsoil  shall  well  nigh 
disappear.  One  of  Lord  Orford*s  companions  on  referring  to 
their  passage  through  Salter's  Lode  Sluice,  tells  us  that  the 
tide  at  that  phice  rises  five  or  six  feet.  On  the  21st  of  Feb- 
maiT  of  the  present  year  it  roae  to  twenty-two  feet  three  inches 
at  11.15  r.ic.  The  effect  upon  draina;^  of  this  altered  state 
of  things,  and  consequently  upon  subsidence,  must  be  obvious 
to  every  one.  The  Feu  riven  and  drains  so  useful  and 
essential  for  the  discharge  of  the  flood  waten  of  winter  are 
scarcely  less  valuable  for  the  supply  of  fresh  water  in  the 
summer.  It  is  not  easy  to  overestimate  the  immense  value  of 
a  good  and  liberal  supply  of  fresh  water  for  the  whole  Fen 
eouatiy  during  the  dry  summer  months,  and  I  need  hardly  say 
every  effort  is  made  to  obtain  this.    The  practice  of  irrigation 
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hMM  not  found  mnoli  fiiTonr  in  the  Eoni,  and  it  is  qoettioBtble 
whether  it  would  be  of  any  great  sood  where  the  waters  pot- 
•en  to  few  fertiliting  elenients.  IrriAtion  aspeare  to  depead 
for  its  Boooen  Tory  aoeh  upon  the  diwmicaf  propertiea  eon- 
tained  in  the  waters.  An  analysis  of  the  wMer  will  pretty 
eorreotljr  .indioate  what  will  be  the  effects  of  its  OTerflow. 
ColtiTaaon  and  drainage  have  gone  on  hand  in  hand,  each 
aoooessive  impioTement  in  the  one  leading  to  a  oorresponding 
improfesMnt  in  the  other.  Daring  the  early  drainage 
history  moat  of  the  low-lying  Fen  lands  were  kept  in  grass, 
aa  th^y  oonld  not  be  profitably  broaght  nnder  onltiTation 
in  oonseqoenoe  of  their  liability  to  inundations  daring  every 
feenrring  flood.  Some  farmers  ▼entnred  to  sow  a  raw  oats 
on  the  hiffher  lands,  bat  it  was  not  until  May  was 
well  in  and  the  winter  rainfalls  had  passed  away  to  sea. 
By  and  by  oats  were  grown  more  largely,  and  wheat  waa  cui- 
tirated  to  some  extent  Then  came  the  system  which  pre- 
▼ailed  very  generally  in  the  Fens  for  a  good  number  of  yean, 
and  which  was  to  let  the  land  keep  in  grass  for  two  or  three 
years,  then  para  and  bun,  and  sow  with  coleseed  to  foed 
with  sheep  during  the  winter  months,  to  be  followed  by  oats, 
and  then  wheat;  and  again  sown  down  with  seeds,  to  remain 
two  or  three  yean— often  three.  This  virgin  soil,  nnder  such 
nmaagement,  prodaoed  cole-seed  of  most  extraordinaiy  fatten- 
ing qualities,  and  perhaps  there  has  never  been  any  natural  food 
that  would  compare  with  it,  or  that  would  in  so  short  a  time 
produce  so  mneh  weiddt  of  mntton.  It  was  otherwise  with 
the  seeds,  lor  after  the  list  year  they  contained  compantively 
little  nutritive  properties,  and  their  long  continuance  on  the 
land  made  a  luie  relnge  and  breeding^jround  for  the  wire- 
worms,  to  which  the  sueceeding  crops  ofttimes  bore  indubi- 
table testimony :  and  to  this  day  they  remain  the  greatest  tot 
to  socoessfiil  cultivation  the  Fen-brmer  has,  and  it  is  a  vcit 
ooeasional  year  when  his  oat  crop  is  not  mora  or  less  rava^ea 
by  them.  Probably  the  greatest  improvement  nest  to  dram- 
age,  and  consequent  upon  it,  is  the  practice  of  claying  fan 
lands.  The  valne  of  dav,  I  believe,  was  flnt  accidentally  dis- 
covered by  s(mie  of  it  which  had  been  thrown  from  the  ditches 
having  been  spread  round  the  ontsides  of  the  deld,  and  which 
produced  most  marvellous  effscts  upon  the  growing  com  crops. 
Our  &then  were  not  slow  to  learn,  and  were  very  soon  led  to 
adopt  a^ystem  of  chying  which  stillcontinueiu  some  lands  having 
been  gone  over  three  or  four  times.  The  plan  is  this :  |nts  or 
trenches  are  made  down  the  field,  from  H  to  8  feet  wide,  and 
firom  Id  to  16  yards  apart ;  two  spite  of  clay  are  taken  there- 
from, and  spread  upon  the  intervening  land,  the  peat  or  dundi 
subaoil  beinff  thrown  to  the  bottom  of  the  trench,  and  when 
all  is  finished,  the  pits  are  ploughed  in,  and  the  bmd  being 
loose,  and  eamly  moved,  is  soon  levelled  again.  The  coot  m 
•elayinc  is  governed  hj  the  depth  at  which  the  clay  is  found 
from  the  surfaceof  the  land ;  but  improved  ' 


in^  a  continual  subsidence,  as  I  have  already  observed,  is 
bringing  it  within  easy  reach,  and  thousands  of  aorai  can  now 


be  done  at  a  coat  of  ^.  per  acre,  and  undnr : 
expended  upon  a  ftn.  form  yields  so  quick  and  so  bountifia  a 
return.  The  application  of  day  to  these  light  soils  not  only 
gives  soliditiy,  but  being  possessed  of  ooniidereble  fertilising 
properties,  greatly  ennehes  them.  Happily,  the  Fen  lan£ 
very  largely  rest  upon  a  day  bed ;  but  the  day  is  not  of 
nnnlform^mUty.  That  which  is  blue,  and  of  a  soft  battery 
nature^  contains  the  most  lime,  and  is  the  best  finrtiliser.  Some 
is  siljnr,  and  some  stony  and  hard,  and  these  do  little  more  than 
solidify.  Berhape  the  next  great  improvement  consequant 
nnon  the  dndnnn  of  Fen  lands  is  their  deep  cultivation,  to 
which  reference  baa  already  been  made.  To  talk  of  turmng 
over  a  furrow  slice  80  inches  in  thicknem  must  sound  to  a  day- 
land  former  something  like  a  piece  of  exaggerated  nonsense;  and 
may  nut  his  credulity  to  the  test  as  suxe^  as  some  of  the  won- 
derful statements  he  occasionally  meets  with  now-apdaysin 
ajpioultord  newspapen ;  but  you,  sir,  know  it  is  no  exanera- 
tion.  Deep  cultivation  on  Fen  laind  is  generally  aocompuhed 
by  hone-power,  as  the  great  underground  forest  offen  oon- 
MderaUe  obstacles  to  the  application  of  steam.  A  pair  of 
hones  in  a  eonuum  pbngh  go  fint,  and  take  a  farrow  4  or  6 

mohes thick, and  are- ^ 

prssslyfor  tiie 
ten  horns,  as 

dough  buiiea  the  farrow  turned  over  by  tiia  small  plough, 
bnapthe  subsoil  wdl  on  to  the  tap,  timt  its  vegelSe  pro- 
perties, by  exposure  to  the  atmosphere,  may  become  speedily 


iflum  plongh  go  fint,  and  take  a  farrow  4  or  6 
ad  are  followed  by  a  huge  implement  made  ex- 
purposcb  tnd  which  is  nnllea  by  six,  eight,  or 
k  the  cam  and  required  depth  may  be.  This 
the  farrow  turned  over  by  the  small  plough,  and 


decomposed,  and  made  avaUaUe  as  food  for  planli.  (keob- 
ieot  in  patting  the  top  farrow  down  is  to  get  it  as  br  u  posB- 
Ue  beyond  the  reach  of  atmospheric  inflneneei,  with  the  idn 
that  under  these  dreumstanoes  the  twitch  or  couch  sadeeed 
roots  will  die  and  decay.  It  oertainly  is  a  very  dever  and  in- 
genious way  of  cleaning  land,  if  it  can  only  be  dooe;  bit  mj 
experience  and  observation  lead  me  to  the  oondusioa  tbat  it 
for  oftener  fails  than  succeeds.  I  think  land  should  be  quto 
dean  ere  it  is  deep  ploughed.  There  can  be  no  doabt  bst 
deep  cultivation  tends  to  preserve  moistnre  in  the  soil  it  diy 
seasons,  and  to  fodlitate  drainace  in  wet  ones.  Itshon. 
locks  those  hidden  treasures  in  wnieh  are  so  many  deauati  of 
fertility,  and  consequently  increases  the  prodadn^-poverflf 
the  land.  Drainage,  day,  and  deep  til]as;e,  to  whicE  cKosU 
be  added  snperphonhate  of  lime  and  t£e  water-drill,  htn 
completdy  metamorpnosed  the  country,  and  altogether  duagd 
its  modes  of  husbanory ;  and  perhaps  at  the  present  dsj  tkn 
is  no  country  whidi  is  so  utterly  defiant  of  syrtea.  Evor 
one  sows  what  he  thinks  he  will,  and  by  proportioutdr 
liberal  management  laboun  under  no  apprehenuoa  that  his 
soil  will  become  exhausted;  nor  will  it,  ^  he  tresti it  geoB- 
rously,  and  oultivatea  it  wisely,  idthough  there  is  no  sai- 
formity  of  smtem  in  the  cultivation  of  fon  lands,  then  is, 
a  five-course  shift  which  haa   found  feTOor,  ud 


which  prevails  more  largely  than  any  other,  and  to  whidi  acf oil 
formnn  pretty  strictly  adhere.  This  is  the  order  of  it :  Mis- 
gdds.  kohl  rabi,  coleeeed,  or  cabbages,  which  arejpidinlly 
growing  into  fovour ;  oata,  wheat,  eeeda,  wheat  The  nea 
crops  and  the  oats  are  sown  with  artificial  manaie,^  nm- 
yaran 


the  case  where  ammonisrsi  warn 
B  is  no  part  of  the  kingdom  vbrnw 
i  to  the  soil  haa  produced  neb  ^ 
y  where  thay  have  been  appiid  «^ 


ipatient  of  the  reatraiats  of  system,  i 

firom  them  to  follow  their  own  inclinations.  A  ride  thrao^ 
the  Fen  oanatrj  at  the  proper  season  will  aiord  smpkeii- 
dence  of  the  trutiifolnen  of  this.  In  addition  to  the  crsai 
ordinarily  found  on  a  form  will  be  seen  cdeaeed,  tanip  led, 
linseed,  mustard  and  cren  Rowing  aa  seed  crops,  and  potatoei 
and  carrots  extensively  cultivaied  for  the  Landoa  and  otkff 
large  markets.  Turnips  are  not  at  all  suited  to  foi  aui. 
They  grow  of  a  woody  fibrous  qualitrf,  coarse,  and  ^t,'^^ 
nec^  and  possessing  scarcely  any  nutriment ;  thsyare,iBM 
almoat  valuelen  as  food  for  stock,  and  are  ooaseqneutiy  oflt 
caltivated.  £ohl  rabi  and  mangolds  are  much  better;  m 
tiMse,like  the  hay,  stnw,  and  other  products  of  Fes  bads 
(odeeeed  excepted)  are  veiy  deficient  in  fotteaing  ptopc^ 
I  have  already  referred  to  the  water-drill  and  saperphmpbte 
of  Uine,  and  their  value  in  the  sueoessftd  enltintios  of  f a 
landa.  Oar  Fen  soils  appear  to  yield  much  Isxger  wfjoa 
of  ammonia  than  of  phosphates,  heaoe  the  free  appUatesa 
phosphatic  manures  is  accompanied  by  much  gre^  aad  mm 
palpable  reautta  than  ia  the  caae  whoe  aminoniaral  mans 
are  used.  Probably  there  i 
^plication  of  phcaphatea  1 

ling  reaulta,  and  especially  where  thay  1 ,-      .. 

the  water-diilL  TkeFona  have  not  been  spaddly  find  fo 
the  breeding  of  dtiier  cattle  or  sheep,  but  fnua  tcc;  wv 
times  they  have  been  noted  for  their  good  breed  of  oart-konv. 
The  deoTMsed  acreage  of  gran  aeeds,  oonaeqneat  ■P^^*' 
creaaed  acreage  of  com  and  other  eropa^  haa  hagely  trndd  » 
diauniah  the  namberof  animala  bred;  bat  thsiboweftfrt 
ooUa,  both  aa  r^arda  number  and  quality,  on  the  1^  «/^ 
of  every  year  at  Thomay,  ia  pretty  good  eridcace  tbatfiB 
formen  have  not  altogether  lost  their  k^-e^ofedsadacU- 
merited  reputation.  The  Great  Levd  ^onecally,  cfv  aev. 
nnder  its  more  perfect  drainajse  and  improvrd  cdfan^ 
offen  verf  fow  tempting  rssidentud  iadoeements,  sadwcigi 
under  other  and  man  nnfovourahle  drcomstancs^  it  RF* 
rather  than  invited  reudenoe.  Hence  it  ia  no  naeoBsn  oc- 
currence in  nm^  parts  of  the  Fens  to  find  both  tuma  m 
Ubourer  rending  in  tiie  town  or  village,  nther  thaa  aipostke 

fimn.  Another  canae  haa  larg^  ooatribaied  to  ^ 
Throughout  the  Fens  then  are  a  coaaporativdr  laige  suw 
of  smdl  freeholden,  and  where  tiiesB  are  fimad  the  fn» 
generally  are  small,  and  a  person's  occupation  ii  ■o^^'S' 
monly  made  up  of  three  or  four  ermonof  tiHnwdlvU- 
whieh  he  finda  can  be  more  aatisfoatorily  managed  bgf  i^ 

K  in  the  town  away  from  all,  than  Vy  liyiiVI^  T^jS 

Hm.     Ta  mm  ■— niiililT  of  nmatifld  anicahainB  i  **" 


inn^f 

^»[g 

ofthem.    To  an  aanmUy of  _ 

aearody  aay  that  these  oceupationi  are 
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ieuMij  nnlibly  the  diffieolties  of  management,  and  tend  to  in- 
crease the  ooit  and  diminiah  the  profits  of  ealtiTation.  These 
■mall  ownenhipt,  too,  operate  ptejodieially  to  the  labourer. 
Were  the  lands,  as  in  some  other  aistrictB  of  the  ooontrf  we 
find  them,  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  a  few  large  proprietors,  these 
might  then  be  mid  responsible  for  the  prorision  of  proper  and 
adeqoate  cotta^  accommodation  for  the  labourer ;  but  as  it 
is,  such  responsibility  appears  to  rest  on  no  one.  and  the  poor 
man  is  driren  to  seek  such  a  home  as  the  Tilla^  can  offer, 
and  instead  of  being  on  the  farm  ready  for  his  work,  has, 
morning  and  erenin^,  to  walk  to  and  fro,  thereby  increasing 
his  own  toil,  and  with  no  corresponding  gain,  but  an  actoal 
loss  to  his  employer.  This  is  an  unmitigated  eyil ;  but  where 
to  find  and  how  to  apply  the  remedy  is  a  problem  difficult  of 
solution ;  but  time  may  erentually  solve  it,  and  it  is  earnestW 
to  be  hoped  it  will,  for  the  cottage  accommodation  which 
these  Tillages  afford  is  painfully  insufficient.  Families  are  oft- 
times  crowded  into  miserable  frretched  hovels,  totally  unfit  for 
human  habitations,  where,  huddled  together,  regardless  of  age 
or  aexL  they  grow  up  insensible  to  those  moral  instincts  and 
refined  susceptibilities  to  which  modesty  and  Tirtue  ^ive  birth, 
and  lamentably  exhibit  that  boldness  and  unblushing  eflron- 
teiT  which  are  the  natoral  outgrowths  of  sensuality  and  lust ; 
and  so  long  as  their  homes,  if  homes  they  can  be  called,  re- 
main unimprored,  they  must  tond  to  foster  cTcry  social  evil, 
and  continue  hot-beds  of  immorality,  bringing  forth  abundant 
firuit  in  the  ftiture,  as  they  have  done  in  the  past,  and  to  a 
^reat  extent  neutnuising  tae  efforts  which  religion  and  educa- 
tion so  zealously  put  forth,  and  iHiich  are  designed  and  cal- 
culated to  improve  the  condition  of  the  labouring-classes. 
Some  fearfbl  acts  confirming  the  correctness  of  these  state- 
ments might  be  adduced,  but  I  forbear.  Another  feature 
peculiar  to  the  cultiyation  of  Fen  lands  is  the  large  employ- 
ment of  children.  Perhaps  nowhere  else  do  weeds  grow  so 
thickly  and  luxuriantly  as  in  the  Fens,  and  it  is  a  constant 
labonr  to  eradicate  them ;  and  to  accomplish  this,  resort  has 
been  had  to  what  aro  popularly  known  as  agricultural  gangs. 
Already  the  png  system  has  been  reported  upon  by  Qoyern- 
xnent  commissions,  and  has  formed  the  subject  of  legislatiye 
enactment.  Much  that  has  been  said  has  been  more  caricature 
tiian  the  representation  of  facts.  The  tery  worst  cases  hare 
been  hunted  out,  and  when  well-dressed  and  garnished,  have 
been  presented  as  truthful  pictures  of  the  whole,  and  have 
elicited  an  amount  of  sympathy  which  might  well  hare  been 
reserred  for  more  needy  objects.  That  evils  did  exist,  and  re- 
quired to  be  remedied,  I  readily  admit.  The  licensing  of  gang- 
masters  and  the  separation  of  the  sexes  are  steps  in  the  right 
direction ;  but  I  cannot  resist  the  conviction  that  much  of  the 
immoraU^  ascribed  to  the  gang  system,  might,  with  far 

Enter  truthfulness,  be  attribute  to  the  home  influences  I 
ve  just  attempted  to  describe.  Here  lies  the  root  of  the 
evil,  and  here  philanthropy  and  legislation  should  seek  to 
apply  the  reme^.  The  sensational  pictures  of  cruelty  and 
auive-driving,  ana  the  like,  might,  with  equal  propriety,  be 
presented  as  representationa  of  the  schoolmaster  as  of  the 


gang-master.  Whether  children  are  receiving  school  or 
technical  education,  they  alike  require  to  be  under  control 
and  management ;  and  it  would  be  as  unwise  to  send  them 
into  the  fields  to  labour,  as  it  would  be  to  send  them  to  school 
to  study,  without  the  superintendence  and  direction  of  a  master. 
The  duty  of  the  gang-master  is  simply  to  teach  them  how  to 
do  their  work,  and  to  see  that  they  do  it :  and  I  presume  the 
duty  of  the  schoolmaster  is  verv  similar.  This  does  not  neces- 
sarily imply  cruelty  or  immorality.  Under  right  and  judicious 
management,  1  conceive  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  children 
that  they  should  be  employed  in  suitable  field-labour  durins 
.  the  summer  months.  They  are  there  learning  that  which  wifl 
be  a  practical  benefit  to  them  in  subsequent  years ;  and  the 
labour,  whatever  may  be  said  to  the  contrary,  is  not  excessive, 
and  tends  to  promote,  and  not  to  impair,  health  and  vigour  of 
body ;  and  the  earnings  of  these  young  people  form  a  most  im- 
portant' item  in  the  family  income,  and  can  ill  be  spared. 
After  a  good  deal  of  reflection,  I  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  children  of  a  suitable  age  should  be  permitted  to  engage 
in  field  work,  which  is  always  plent&fol  during  the  summer 
months ;  and  should  be  kept  at  school  during  the  winter 
months,  when  their  services  are  not  required  on  the  farm. 
Where  farms  are  sufficient]}  large,  I  prefiv  a  private  gang.  I 
have  not  employed  the  pnbUe gangs;  but  my  planhas  oeen 
to  take  my  own  laboorsrr  chfldren,  with  a  fbw  others  occa- 


sionally, and  to  place  them  under  the  supervision  of  the  best 
man  fbr  the  purpose  I  have  in  my  employ,  and  I  have  reason  to 
be  weU  satisfied  with  this  arrangement.  One  essential  to  suc- 
cessful farmin|;  is  a  good  road.  Hitherto  the  subject  of  good 
roads  has  received  comparatively  little  attention  m  the  Fens ; 
Fen  farmers  are  now  awaking  to  their  importance.  In  a  re- 
cent Act  of  Parliament  some  powers  were  given  and  some  pro- 
visions made  for  tiie  (prnvdlmg  and  improving  roads  within 
the  confines  of  the  Middle  Level,  from  which  considerable 
good  has  resulted;  and  a  more  wide  and  comprehensive 
scheme  has  been  projected  and  advoeated  by  Mr.  Wm. 
Marshall,  of  Ely,  to  whom  be  all  praise  for  his  able  and  un- 
tiring efforts.  His  scheme  formed  the  subject  of  discussion 
some  few  months  ago  at  the  Cambridge  Chamber  of  Agricul- 
ture, and  will,  I  trust,  ere  long  receive  the  practical  attention 
of  the  Legislature.  Bad  roads  add  greatly  to  the  cost  of  cul- 
tivation, and  are  a  oonstant  nuisance  to  all  who  have  to  use 
them.  The  value  of  Fen  knds  has  increased  or  decreased,  just 
as  the  drainage  has  been  efficient  or  otherwise.  In  1661  Lord 
Arundel,  one  of  the  Earl  of  Bedford's  associates,  in  drainiuff 
the  Great  Level,  became  so  discouraged  by  the  reverses  and 
losses  sustained  by  the  adventurers  that  he  sold  his  5,900  acres 
for  3s.  9d.  per  acre,  the  same  land  now  being  worth  probably 
from  £dO  to  £60  per  acre.  Many  farms  in  later  times  have 
been  sold  at  very  httle  over  their  present  annual  rentals,  and 
some  at  even  less.  Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Bichards,  of 
Wimblingtott,  I  am  able  to  present  the  assessmente  to  the 
poor  rates  of  certain  lauds  in  the  parish  of  Doddington,  made 
at  different  periods,  showing  the  influenoe  which  improted 
drainage  has  nad  upon  the  value  of  Fen  lands : 

Acres.  Bateable  Value. 

1736  200  140  0  0 

1784  «00  60  0  0 

1822  200  100  0  0 

1869  200 238  0  3 

1784  60  16  0  0 

1833  60  21  0  0 

1869  60  68  1  4 

1767  20  2  0  0 

1784  20  5  0  0 

1869  20  26  0  0 

Mr.  Bichards  has  also  pUced  another  document  in  my  hands, 
bearing  date  the  14th  of  May,  1626,  and  which  refers  to  the 
payment  of  tithes  by  the  inhabitento  of  March  to  the  Hector  of 
Doddington,  and  which  I  give  m  atUuso : 

Mabcs,  fajlt  01  THs  Pabxishe  of  DoDDiiroTOM,  Mat 
1^1626. 

A  TBBWE  EECORD  for  the  Paymente  of  all  OMhe  by  the 
Lihabitante  of  March  to  the  Parson  of  Doddington,  the 
Time  when  thej  are  to  be  paid,  and  the  custom  how  they 
are  and  have  been  paid  of  Ancient  Time,  and  now  agreed 
upon  to  be  recorded  by  Samuel  Wright,  Doctor  of  Divinity 
and  Parson  of  Doddington,  and  the  Inhabitante  of  March 
part  of  the  Parishioners  of  Doddington,  as  foUoweth : 

Offenngt  wUA  Oardem  Peny  and  SeaHh  Teny  to  he  paid 
at  Ja»/fr.— Imprimis  :  Every  Hoaseholder  is  to  pay  to  the 
Parson  of  Doddington  at  Easter  for  his  offerings  Twopence^ 
for  his  Wife  Tmcpence,  for  every  Child  that  he  hath  that  doth 
take  the  Communion  OfM  Ftny^  for  every  servant  Twmnett 
for  his  Garden  in  lewe  of  Hearbs  Om  Penju  and  for  his 
Hearth  in  lewe  of  Firewood  and  Fireinge  One  P«»ar. 

Twtke  igp!f#.— Item  :  Every  one  that  keepetn  Hens  or 
Ducks  is  to  paye  nppon  Good  Friday  for  every  Henne  or 
Ducke  that  then  they  have  IWo  Egge^  and  for  every  Cocke 
and  Drake  Tkiree  Egge, 

Tgtkefor  FoaU.-^tsHt  Every  man  is  to  paye  at  Easter 
for  every  Foale  he  hath  had  foaled  alive  the  year  before  One 
Peng. 

Tgtke  for  Cow  and  Cahee  PogoNe  ai  J&tr^.  — Item: 
Every  Psinshioner  not  having  aTythe  Calf  then  llillen,  nor 
likely  to  have  betwixt  Easter  and  St.  Stark's  following,  is  to 
pay  at  Easter  for  the  milk  of  every  oowe  that  he  hath  milked 
the  year  past,  and  then  is  Owner  of,  Tkree  Ealfipence ;  and 
for  every  Calfe,  not  having  a  Tythe  Calfe,  that  he  hath  had 
calved  slive.  One  Saljpeng  ;  and  for  every  Heiforth  that  doth 
or  hath  given  milk.  One  Peng;  and  every  Heiforth*!  Calfo 
calved  afive,  One  Sdfpeng, 
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Tyikg  MUke  io  be  paid  ai  JFkiUoMiide,---l'nu :  Every  man 
is  to  paye  more  in  lewe  of  his  Tjihe  Milke,  the  milke  of  all 
hii  Cows  that  doth  give  milk«  upon  Whitranday  Mominge, 
the  Parithtoner  cauiinge  it  to  he  milked,  and  hronght  to  March 
Chnrch  Porch,  where  the  Panon  of  Doddington  or  his  aa- 
signees  is  to  reoeive  it. 

T^tAe  Calves  fo  be  paid  ai  Saimt  Marie,— Inu :  Every 
Parishioner  is  to  paye  upon  St.  Biarke*s  Daye,  in  lewe  of  his 
l^ythe  Calfe,  if  he  have  Tenne,  Six  Shillinae  Bigh^ence,  if  he 
have  nnder  Tenne  to  Seaven  to  pay  a  Tithe  Caue,  for  the 
which  the  Parson  is  to  abate  of  ^\\  Shillings  Eightpence  for 
every  Cowe  and  Calfe  wanting  of  Tenne,  Twopemee^  and  for  all 
above  a  Tjrthe  to  naye  for  every  Cowe  Three  Halfitettee^  and 
every  Calfe  a  Halfpeny, 

Tjfike  Zambe  to  be  paid  ai  MaV'daye.^Tnu :  Evei^  Bfan 
having  Tenne  Lambs  fallen  at  May-daye  and  then  livinge, 
shall  for  every  Tenne  Limbs  he  hath,  paye  a  Tythe  Lainbe 
upon  May-daye,  and  what  he  hath  more  than  a  Tythe,  for 
every  Lambe  one  Halfpeny.  and  if  he  hatii  bnt  Seaven,  be  is 
to  paye  a  l^ythe  Lambe,  and  the  Parson  is  to  pay  him  for  every 
Lambe  wanting  of  Ten  One  Ealfpeny, 

Tythe  Wool  and  Tythe  for  Sheep  bought  or  told,  to  be  paid  al 
Shear-daye. — ^Itsm  :  Every  Man  keeping  Shecpe  is  to  paye 
for  all  snch  SheepHS  as  he  sheareth  at  Shear-ttye,  and  was 
Owner  of,  or  in  his  Possession  at  Candlemas  before  the  fall 
Tythe  Wools  in  kindo,  and  for  all  sneh  Sheepe  that  any  Man 
doth  bnv  after  Candlemas,  end  soe  to  Shear^v,  **  for  everv 
Sheepe**  One  ffalfpenv,  and  for  every  Sheepe  oy  him  sonla, 
betwixt  Candlemas  and  Shear*dav,  One  Halfpenyt  out  for  snch 
Sheepe  as  shall  be  sonld  from  Shear-day  unto  Candlemas  no 
l^the  to  be  paid,  because  the  Parson  hath  a  full  Tf^t  off  all 
such  Sheepe  as  any  Man  doth  Buy  before  Candlemas  and 
sheareth  them. 

Tjfthe  JIay,^lnu :  Every  man  is  to  paye  the  T^the  Haye 
in  kinde,  bv  the  Cock&,  every  Tenth  Cocke  or  Tenth  part  when 
it  is  Cocked,  and  no  Herbidge  to  be  paid  for  Hedgrouth  of 
after-grass,  beoause  the  Owner  doth  now  and  make  the  Par- 
son's Tithe  as  his  own. 

Tythe  FMder.—Inu :  Every  man  is  to  paye  his  !I^he 
Fodder  Vy  the  Ttoth  Sheafe,  pnckled  and  shocked  as  his  own, 
if  a  man  ppckle  and  ahocke  his  own. 

J)fthe  Memp.—l'ntu :  Every  Man  is  to  paye  IVthe  Hemps 
in  kinde*  bound  up  in  Sheafe  as  his  own  is  bound,  and  not  m 
Boults,  and  no  Hempseed  to  be  paid,  because  every  Man  is  to 
pull  and  make  up  the  Person's  iVthe  as  he  docs  his  owne. 

Tythe  Cbm.— Item  :  Eveir  Man  is  to  paye  Tythe  Come 
shocked  or  bound  up  in  Sheafe  as  he  maketh  up  his  own. 

T^he  Freiule  and  Boole.— "Ejtaj  Man  is  to  paye  Tythe 
Freiute  and  Boots  when  he  plucketh  and  innetb  them,  in 
kind. 

I\fthe  0eete  to  be  paid  ai  WhiUontide.—l'ntu :  Every  Man 
is  to  paye  for  every  Tenne  Tounge  Geese  he  hath  at  Whitson- 
tide,  a  Tithe  Goose  at  Whitsontide,  and  for  all  odd  Geese 
above  Tenne,  not  having  Seavene,  One  ffalfpeny^  and  if  he 
have  Seavene,  he  is  to  paye  a  l^^the,  and  the  Parson  is  to 
allow  him  for  every  Goose  wanting  of  Tenne,  One  ffal/peny. 

Per  me,  SAMUELAlM  WRIGHT,  Eeeiorem  ibidem. 

PARKISHIOlflRfl. 


William  Trompron. 

OaBRISL  HUTCHI580Zr. 

Thoma.8  Shefheakd  h  His 

Marke. 
John  Nsali,  Senr. 
Bknold  Walsham. 
John  Connte. 
James  Sheppeard. 
John  Neale,  Junr. 
William  Walsham. 

BOBEET  CaTTELL. 
KOBEET  CONNET. 

Thos.  Walsham,  Gent,  h< 
His  Marke. 


Stephen  Cowabb. 
John  Shepbeabd. 
Bobeet  Amber. 
Nathaniel  Brown. 
John  Coward. 
Richard   Armes,    X 

Marke. 
James  Coward. 
John  Coward,  Senr. 
William  Shepheabd. 
William  Connet. 
Robert  Hardie. 
Thomas  Shepheabd. 
Ebward  Cvnnet. 
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The  perusal  of  this  ourions  and  interesting  document,  associated 
with  the  recollection  that,  under  the  Commutation  Aci^  the 
tithes  of  the  Doddington  Rectory  were  commuted  at  a  very 
few  pounds  short  of  £10,000  per  annnm,  furnishes  still  more 
oondosive  evidence  of  the  immenwly  altered  value  of  Fen 
landsthrough  drainage.    Theae  worka  of  drainage  have  i«. 


ouired  men  of  indomitable  will,  uiiliBehiiig  eamn^  naolaie 
aetermination,  and  unreasittug  peneveranee  to  hnngthnnto 
each  a  suceessftil  issue  as  we  now  find  then.  Kingaley,  after 
a  poetic  and  elaborate  deaeription  of  the  Fens  of  other  day^ 
says,  **  Such  was  the  Fen-land— hard,  yet  cheerfal,  rearing  a 
race  of  hard  and  cheerful  men ;  showing  their  power  in  oU 
times  in  valiant  fightin||[,  and  for  many  a  centarr  aiaee  ia 
that  vaUant  industry  which  has  drained  and  eanbanked  the 
land  of  the  Girvii,  till  it  has  become  a  Tery  '  garden  of  the 
Lord.'  And  the  Scotsman  who  may  look  from  the  pronoDtoiy 
of  Peterborough,  the  '  golden  borough'  of  old  timc^  or  from 
the  Tower  of  Crowhmd,  while  Heiewd  and  Toifrida  den 
in  the  ruined  nave  beneath ;  or  from  the  heights  of  that  lot 
of  Ely,  which  was  so  long  the  *  Camp  of  Refuel  for  EoK&h 
freedom — over  the  labyrinth  of  dykes  and  lodea,  the  aqnara 
of  rich  com  and  verdure— will  confeaa  that  the  lovlaad  aa 
well  as  the  highland  can  at  times  breed  gallant  men." 

Mr.  J.  Browne  (Elham.  Wisbeach)  said  there  oonld  he  no 
doubt  that  drainage  of  the  fens  was  a  moat  interesting  enl^ect 
to  Fen  men,  whatever  might  be  the  case  as  r^garaed  the 
miyority  of  those  assembmd,  and  the  anticipation  of  the 
chairman  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  would  be  treated  by 
Mr.  Raston  had  been  fnll]r  realised.  Although  the  F«  die- 
tricts  mi^pht  not  usually  be  inviting  in  their  i^pect,  yei  there 
were  periods  of  the  year  when  no  class  of  English  Cniers 
oould  go  tiiough  them  vrithont  being  thoroughly  conTineed  of 
the  great  importance  of  the  Fen  dis^et  to  the  prodnetions  Uk 
the  Enclish  agricultural  market  (Hear,  hear^.  Ia  some  por- 
tions of  the  Fens  you  might  see  the  sheep  distributed  about 
pretty  nearly  almost  as  thickly  as  they  could  walk.  In  the 
grass  land  districts,  where  some  of  the  better  kinds  of  ai  bsb 
prevailed,  they  would  carry  from  ten  to  fifteen  half-bred  iheep 
per  acre ;  while  on  passing  from  the  grass  land  distrieta  to  the 
com  fielda  they  would  see  almost  every  fourth  piece  of  land  in 
com.  These  great  results  had  been  brought  about  in  the 
manner  which  Mr.  Ruston  had  so  well  described.  It  had 
always  been  a  very  difficult  matter  to  drain  Fte  land,  mad 
he  was  very  mueh  strack  with  an  observation  in  Mr.  Barton's 
paper  to  the  effect  that  the  thing  b^gan  with  oppositiaa.  The 
opposition  had  continued  up  to  the  preaent  diqr.  There  had 
not  been  the  slightest  improvement  ventarad  upon  or 
suggested  which  had  not  aroused  opposition  (Hear, 
hear).  Any  application  which  was  made  to  Faziia- 
ment  was  sure  to  raise  opposition,  and  the  inter- 
ference of  a  host  of  lawyers  on  one  aide  or  nsothcr 
for  a  time  almost  neutralised  any  efforts  at  improveneBt,  He 
had  hoMd  that  they  would  have  some  representativea  of  the 
South  Fens  present  on  that  occasion,  because  in  his  ooniea 
the  South  Level  was  a  century  bdiind  either  tiie  rfottfa 
Level  or  the  Middle  Level  (laughter).  He  did  not  kmaw 
whether  or  not  there  was  a  South  Level  famer  preeeaft, 
but  if  there  were  he  trusted  that  he  would  riae  vp  and 
defend  himsdf  (renewed  laughter).  He  knew  that  am  a 
person  might  tell  them  that  he  oonld  drain  his  land  at  a 
cheaper  rate  and  with  as  good  results  as  they  of  the  Middle 
or  the  North  Level ;  but  he  fancied  that  a  day  would  cant 
when  they  would  materially  suffer  for  it ;  and  he  drained  and 
cultivated  his  land  under  a  fear  of  inundation.  They  oonld 
not  boast  very  much  on  that  point,  even  in  the  Middk  Level ; 
for  although  when  that  "  heavy  blow  and  ^fnoA  diseovnge- 
ment'*  came  about  eight  vears  ago  not  a  single  aere  of  the 
Middle  Level  was  inundated,  they  had  to  pay  very  dcariy  for 
what  occurred.  He  thanked  Mr.  Rnstonforhis  interestiaf 
paper,  and  he  felt  sura  that  many  Fen  men  on  reading  it  would 
DC  stsjrtled  to  find  how  much  there  was  in  the  hiatofj  of  their 
district  which  they  had  known  nothing  about  (Hear,  hear). 

Mr.  W.  C.  Little  (Stag's  Holt  Mareh)  said  he  had  expedcd 
to  have  a  great  treat  in  listening  to  Mr.  Ruston'a  paper  ea 
the  Fen  country,  and  he  had  not  been  disappointed.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  one  subject  which  waa  mentiaaed  wis 
passed  over  rather  liditly ;  he  alluded  to  the  sal^cct  of  fresh 
water.  They  in  the  Fens  had  been  in  the  habit  of  trentiBg 
water  as  if  it  were  always  an  enemy,  a  thing  to  be  got  rid  « 
at  any  price,  instead  of  treating  it  as  a  friend  or  a  scrvaat 
They  had  sent  it  out  to  sea  as  nst  as  they  could,  and  the  eoa- 
seonence  was  that  ina  dry  season  like  the  present  one  they  had 
suffered  immensely.  He  knew  somethinj^  of  the  fiMtDid 
Level,  and  there  were  hundreds  of  acres  which  in  hk  opinisB 
would  be  much  better  employed  aa  reaervoira  for  water  thaa 
in  growing  com.    Another  point  which  ha  shovld  like  to 
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notice  was  oonneeted  with  the  lalgeet  of  loetl  taxation.    In 
•peaking  of  the  immense  imnnrrement  which  had  taken  phice 
in  the  Yaloe  of  land  in  the  rens,  Mr.  Biuton  had  brought  for- 
ward on  inatanoe  of  a  form  fbnnoly  anetivd  to  the  poor-rate 
at  £40,  and  now  asMned  at  £238,  that  is  to  say,  it  had  tamed 
itself   over   six    times  throngh  the  application  of  capital. 
It  liad  often  been  said  that  the  inereise  in  the  Taloe  of  land 
was  oocaaioned  by  the  increased  population  and  other  similar 
causes  ;  bat  here  at  least  wasa  casein  whidi  improrement  was 
due  nuunly  to  the  expenditure  of  capital,  and  that  was  an  argu- 
ment which  he  hopea  would  not  be  lost  sight  of  by  their  friends 
who  were  oonteadiiw  for  the  relief  of  the  land  from  some  of 
the  burdeoa  of  locaTtaxation.    Another  fact  of  some  import- 
ance was  the  great  amount  of  law  expenses  which  attended 
these  improTements.    The  Middle  Lerel  had  already  spent 
£590»0(X),  and  there  was  a  debt  of  £600,000  resting  upon 
120,000  acres.    It  would  be  interesting  to  inquire  how  much 
of  that  earn  had  been  absorbed  in  parliamentary  expenses. 
But  the  Middle  Level  expenditure  did  not  include  the  whole 
expenditure  for  drainage  in  the  district  which  was  so  desig- 
nated :  there  were  thirty  or  forty  districts  lying  inside  of  ft, 
and  which  required  separate  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  immense 
sums  had  to  be  expended  before  executing  any  work.    Probably 
a  hundred  Aets  of  Parliament  had  been  required  on  the  old 
Bedford  Lerel.    He  did  not  grudge  lawyers  and  others  their 
fur  fees,  but  he  must  say  that  the  cost  of  Acts  of  Parliament 
had  formed  a  serious  obstruction  to  improtement    He  was 
aware  that  genenU  land-drainage  Acts  had  been  passed  to 
secure  objects  of  that  kind ;  but  they  were  not  based  on  sound 
vrindple^  or  they  would  be  more  ^erally  adopted,  and  he 
knew  one  ease  in  which  serious  difficulties  had  arisen  tnm 
the  drfleets  of  the  general  Act 

Mr.  G.  MASnir  (Hubert's  Bridge,  Boston),  having  risen 
in  response  to  a  oallftom  the  chair,  said  he  was  formerly  a 
Cambridnshire  Pen  man,  but  he  had  not  resided  there  for  20 
years,  and  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Buston  seemed  to  apply  entirely 
to  that  district. 
TheCHAiBXAX:  No. 

Mr.  O.  Mabtin  continued :  He  did  not  lay  a  word  about 
the  Lincolnshire  Pens. 

The  Chaiucait  thou|^t  that  Mr.  Bnston's  remarks  em- 
braced the  whole  countiy. 

Mr.  Q.  Martdt  said  as  he  happened  to  be  in  mother  locality 
he  was  not  in  the  position  of  those  who  were  referred  to  hj 
Mr.  Huston.  In  his  district  they  were  not  so  dissatisfied  with 
the  tcm  soil  as  to  bury  it  to  the  extent  of  2  feet  6  inches.  He 
should  like  to  see  the  Cftn  plouch  come  into  his  district: 
whether  it  would  answer  as  it  did  elsewhere  he  could  not  sut. 
He  lived  on  a  strong  fen,  the  subsoil  beinff  of  extreme^ 
tenacious  quality,  ana  therafore  Mr.  HustonTi  remarks  on 
caltiTation  were  scarcely  applicable  to  his  own  case.  He  wm 
not  a  black  hmd  farmer.  He  could  not  agree  with  Mr.  Ruston 
that  the  breed  of  carthorses  had  been  kept  up.  If  he  went 
toThomeyfkir  he  could  not  obtain  such  horses  as  he  did 
formerly. 

Mr.  J.  J.  MxcHi  said  he  should  not  have  said  a  word  on 
this  subject,  but  that  it  had  an  bdireet  bearing  on  another 
unjwrtant  question.  Eveiy  man  in  England  who  was  a  bit  of 
a  floiist  if  he  had  a  garden-pot  took  care  to  have  a  hole  in  the 
Bottom,  well  knowing  that  without  that  plants  could  not 
thrive;  but  with  renrd  to  drainage  the  same  notion  did  not 
wear  to  p^vail.  He  had  fislt  exeeedinsly  interested  in  Mr. 
Boston's  able  and  exhaustive  paper,  and  as  he  listened  to  it 
he  eoald  not  help  feeling  that  the  common-sense  principle  of 
the  flower-pot  involved  in  hmd  drainase  had  had  an  immense 
>tart  during  the  last  few  years.  That  brought  him  to  another 
important  question,  the  application  of  sewage  to  the  sml — a 
question  which  like  that  of  drainage  seemed  to  be  beset  with 
(li&cnlties.  Probably  ten  millions  of  the  people  of  tiiis  conn- 
tvy  resided  in  towns,  and  the  manurial  products  of  a  man  were 
more  than  equal  to  those  of  a  sheep  (Ones  of  *<  QnesUon"). 

The  CRAnuuH  intimated  that  m  his  opinion,  although  the 
pAper  opened  up  a  broad  question,  Mr.  Meehi  was  going  be- 
yond it  in  introdudnff  the  sewage  of  towns  (Hear,  hear). 

Bfr.  MiCHl  wished  to  know  if  he  were  to  understand  that 
the  feeling  was  that  capital  employed  in  conveying  to  Pien  lands 
what  they  required  to  fertilixe  them  would  be  wasted?  Atall 
events  he  thought  he  should  be  excused  for  alluding  to  that 
•object ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  same  intdligenee  which  had 
been  brought  to  bear  on  the  eulttvation  of  tlie  Pen  distrioti 


would  be  apphed  to  the  fertilixation  of  all  the  soils  of  Bngland. 
The  great  outciy  of  the  present  day  was  that  they  md  not 
produce  enough.  That  was  because  they  had  not  manure  or 
drainage  enough  (Renewed  cries  of  "  Question'').  He  would 
not  enter  into  that  question  at  length,  hut  he  hoped  that  the 
intelligence  of  Englishmen  of  the  present  day  would  so  facili- 
tate the  openUions  of  agriculture  that,  while  they  had  drain- 
age to  carry  off  surplus  water,  thev  wouM  also  have  steam 
apphances  to  convey  to  the  land  by  way  ot  irrigation  the 
valuable  substances  contained  in  the  sewage  of  towns. 

Mr.  PXLL,  M.P.,  said  he  wished,  as  an  owner  In  theBouth 
Level,  before  the  discussion  closed,  to  answer  the  challenge 
given  to  the  South  by  a  Middle  Level  man.  He  would  obserre 
toat,  although  the^  might  now  be  five  hundred  years  behind 
the  men  of  other  districts,  there  was  a  time  when  thev  were 
five  hundred  years  before  them,  the  men  of  the  Haddenham 
district  having  been  the  first  to  move  in  the  right  direction  and 
apply  steam  power  (Hear,  hear).  Perhaps  their  drainage  was 
not  quite  so  complete  as  that  of  the  N(»th  and  the  Middle 
iJeveL  But  they  had  great  natural  advantagjes.  They  were 
beginning  to  think  less  of  wheat,  and  were  taking  to  the  culti- 
vation offruit  and  other  luxuries  QAnghter).  As  regarded  the 
small  occupiers  betweeuEly  andSt  Ives,  he  must  say  that 
they  were  remarkable  for  their  great  industry,  and  for  their 
intelligent  application  of  capital  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil. 
They  carried  on  drainage  works  in  a  veiy  superior  manner,  and 
he  believed  thev  were  among  the  most  eunning  agriculturists 
on  the  frkce  of  the  earth  (laughter).  That  was  a  quality  which 
extended  over  the  whole  district  (Benewed  laughter). 

Mr.  £.  Mavsxll  said  he  should  like  to  hear  from  Mr.  Bus- 
ton  what  was  the  cost  of  reelaiming  land  firom  the  foreshore. 

Mr.  G.  Sbwsll  Bias,  M*Pt  was  quite  sure  thejr  would  all 
agree  with  him  that  they  had  had  a  most  able  and  interesting 
paper.  But  he  must  observe  that  drainage  in  the  Pen  district  did 
not  always  pay.  They  had  in  the  county  of  Norfolk  a  consi- 
derable extent  of  Pen  land,  and  some  of  it  had  been  drained  in 
the  best  and  most  efficient  manner.  Large  and  good  steam- 
engiaes  had  been  erected  for  the  purpose  m  drainage,  and  yet 
-4iiey  might  hardly  believe  this,  but  it  was  nevertheless  a 
frict— the  dykes  were  now  dammed  up,  and  engines  were 
never  used,  except  when  there  was  a  flood.  He  might  be 
asked  how  that  came  to  pass.  When  they  eultivatedthia  poor 
Pen,  it  became  so  light  and  frothy  that  it  actually  blew  away. 
There  was  no  day  at  all  until  they  perforated  through  from  17 
to  SO  feet  of  peat.  The  result  was  that  all  the  money  ex- 
pended was  wasted,  and  land  which  everyone  thought  was 
|;oing  to  be  a  garden  for  arable,  relapsed  into  a  state  in  which 
it  grew  only  a  rough  coarse  grass.  It  might  be  interesting  to 
some  present  to  know  that  that  curious  erection  the  windmill, 
which  was  supposed  to  belong  to  a  former  generation,  was  in 
some  cases,  in  his  county,  supeneding  steam.  They  had  a 
large  tract  of  land  which  all  by  below  nigh  water  mark :  hut 
it  being  all  in  grass,  of  an  ooxy  nature,  you  oould  cut  large 
drains  in  it  without  difficultv,  and  a  windmill  had  sufficient 
powerto  keep  them  going.  lu  his  district  th^y  had  had  much 
more  cause  to  complain  of  a  laek  of  water  than  of  a  snper- 
abnndanee.  He  was  partieularly  stnek  with  the  sensible  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Buston,  in  ref^Brenoe  to  the  gang  system.  The 
great  cause  of  that  evil  was  thekek  of  eottaiges;  but  on  the 
other  hand,  some  years  ago,  when  landlords  had  built  cottages 
in  the  Pens,  they  oould  not  get  anvone  to  live  in  then.  Now, 
he  believed,  the  Pens  were  as  healthy  9n  any  other  portion  of 
Enriand.  There  were  some  proprietors  who  had  nobly  done 
their  duty,  as  regarded  the  erection  of  eottages,  among  whom 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  was  remarkable  in  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  Neild  (Lancashire)  said :  Having  listened  to  thejpaper 
with  (he  view  of  leamine  some  practical  lessons  firom  it,  he 
shodd  have  been  glad  to  hear  something  more  with  regard  to 
the  applieation  of  day  to  the  soil.  He  had  a  few  hundred 
aeree  of  somewhat  similar  soil,  on  which  he  had  been  con- 
tinually making  experiments,  uid  had  been  strongly  nrged  to 
get  day;  but  as  this  would  reouire  carting  a  few  miles,  to 
what  extent  day  or  marl  could  be  uplied  in  such  a  case 
seemed  to  him  a  veiy  important  probuim.  When  he  heard 
that  it  was  done  for  SOs.  per  acre  he  was  pnziled  to  under- 
stand how  that  result  was  arrived  at.  He  luid  notieed  in  the 
caseofthe  banks  ofacanalthat  puddling  was  essential.  He 
had  for  16  years  fkrmed  near  a  canal  some  hmd  which,  in 
the  knowleue  of  penons  now  living,  had  sunk  7i<Bet  at  leasts 
and  he  had  had  great  trouble  in  oonsequenee  of  the  tendncy 
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of  the  Und  to  ravert  to  itt  natural  prodoci  of  dry  poor  gran. 
In  fact,  if  thej  took  a  ipit  10  feet  deep  and  pat  it  on  the 
Borface,  in  a  Tery  short  time  it  wai  cOTend  over  with  rege- 
tation  (Hear). 

The  CHAiaiCAH.  in  lamming  op,  obierved  that  Mr.  Bnston 
had  treated  the  »abject  in  a  manner  which  had  left  Tery  little 
room  for  disciuuon.  One  veiy  important  qoestion  which  had 
been  raised  that  erening  concerned  not  merely  tlie  Fen  dis- 
trict, but  the  oonntzy  at  large :  he  meant  the  water  supply 
(Hear,  hear).  It  was  not  the  Fen  district  only  that  had  got 
rid  of  "  the  destroyer  "  as  water  had  been  termed,  but  he  was 
sonjr  to  say  that  on  some  of  the  heavy  lands  there  was  a  great 
deficiency  of  water.  If  they  went  into  a  heavy  or  clay  district 
in  the  winter  moutht  they  would  see  an  abundance  of  water 
rushing  headlong  into  the  brooks  and  rivers,  hnt  if  thev 
repeated  their  visit  in  June  or  July  they  would  probably  find 
a  great  scarcity  of  that  indispensable  article.    That  vras  a 

Suestion,  he  repeated,  which  affected  not  only  the  Fen  district 
ut  the  whole  country.  Mr.  Martin  gave  them  a  very  favour- 
able view  of  the  Fen  country  when  he  told  them  that  it  would 
carry  from  10  to  16  half-bred  sheep  per  acre.  He  certainly 
rather  envied  that  gentleman  such  gnzinw  land  as  that 
(Hear,  hear). 
Mr.  O.  MuLTiH :  It  wu  in  the  Cambridgeshire  fen. 
Mr.  RusToif,  in  replying,  observed  in  reference  to  some  of 
the  remarks  which  had  bMn  made  that  it  was  imposnble  for 


him  to  embrace  everything  in  one  p^per,  andtbtbebj 
therefore  applied  his  observations  maujy  to  the  Omt  Lerd 
which  had  created  so  much  interest  The  eost  of  redainiag 
hmd  fiom  the  fore-shore  was  not  induded  in  Us  nlneet.  u 
regarded  the  bad  Fen  lands  of  Norfolk,  mentionedl  bj  Kr. 
Bead,  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  would  be  well  if  some  of  thes 
were  used  as  reservoirs  tor  water  (landliter).  CuUintka 
must  be  in  a  very  bad  state  where  windmDls  wero  used  ibr  tbe 
purpose  which  that  gentleman  mentioned.  As  respected  wiut 
Mr.  Neild  said  respecting  day,  what  he  (Mr.  Boston)  itatei 
was  that  clay  could  oe  applied  at  a  cost  of  80s.  au  sere. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Mechi,  seconded  by  Mr.  little,  s  toU 
of  thanks  was  given  to  Mr.  Buston  for  his  paper;  and 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  C.  S.  Bead,  M.P.,  thaais  were  sin 
accorded  to  the  Chainnan. 

FOREIGN  CATTLE  DISEASES.— At  a  meetiBg  of  tk 
Committee  of  the  Farmers^  Qub,  on  Monday,  November  7^ 
Mr.  James  Howard,  M.P.,  in  the  chair,  it  was  resolved :  That 
the  thanks  of  this  Committee  be  offered  to  ^  Bight  Eos. 
W.  B.  Forster  for  the  energetic  measures  which  hxn  been 
recently  taken  by  the  Privy  Council  to  prevent  any  impoitatkm 
of  foreign  catde  diseases.  At  the  same  tune,  mt  (xnoittee 
begs  to  express  a  hope  that  separate  markets  for  the  nle  lod 
slaughter  of  all  foreign  stock  wiU  be  enforced  at  the  pndof 
lanung  ttuonghout  this  kingdom. 


THfi    OBNTBAL    GHAMBEB    OF    AGBIOULTtTBE. 


A  council  meeting  was  heldon  November  8th,at  the  Salisbury 
Hotel.  In  the  absmice  of  CoL  Tomline,  MJr.,  president  for 
the  year,  the  Chair  was  taken  by  Sir  Msissey  liopes,  M.P. 

Ajker  some  preliminary  business  had  been  despatched. 

The  Chatrmaw  presented  the  Beport  of  the  Loal  Taxation 
Committee,  which  was  as  follows : 

The  Load  Taxation  Committee,  in  presenting  a  report  of 
their  proceedings  daring  the  past  month,  have  much  pleasure 
in  stating  that  they  have  been  able  to  increase  the  number  of 
their  local  agendee,  bat  regret  that  many  counties  in  England 
and  Wales  still  remain  unrepresented.  Amongst  others,  the 
important  counties  of  Lancashire,  Northumberhnd,  Oxford, 
Nottingham,  Berkshire,  Derbyshire,  Dorsetshire^  Kent, 
Shropanire,  and  Staffordshire,  mav  be  particularised.  The 
Committee  fed  themsdves  entitled  to  congratulate  the 
Central  and  Provincial  Chambers  of  Agiicultare,  and  all  who 
take  an  interest  in  the  efforta  th^  aro  amking  to  obtain  a 
reform  in  the  present  system  of  levymg  loeal  taxation,  on  tiie 
I  that  hiss  aHended  the  suggestion  of  the  Chairman 


that  the  attention  of  magistrates  assembled  in  quarter- 
should  be  drawn  to  the  very  large  and  increasing  charges  of 
recent  years  upon  the  ratepayers  for  ooanty-rate  purposes, 
more  partionlany  for  poUoe,  pnsona^  lunatic-asylums,  militia, 
fte.,  which  your  Committee  CMtend  are  not  for  the  benefit  of 
any  one  particular  dass  of  the  community,  but  for  the  general 
good,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  wholly  defrayed,  or  much 
more  largely  sapnlemented  from  the  national  exchequer.  The 
Committee  are  happy  to  say  that  this  suggestion  has  been 
generally  very  favourably  responded  to,  more  partienlarly  in 
the  counties  of  Devon,  Ldoester,  Somerset,  Suffolk,  Linoob, 
Anslesea,  Durham,  Wilts,  Derby,  Badnor,  Isle  of  Ely,  Cam- 
biidge,  Gloucester,  Worcester,  and  ComwalL  A  foil  and 
very  interesting  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  magistrates  in 
the  Devon  quarter  sessions  has  been  rq^rinted  and  very  widdy 
dreulated.  Copies  of  this  report  have  been  sent  to  every 
clerk  of  the  pence  in  Engbuid  and  Wales,  with  a  request 
that  they  would  lay  them  before  the  chainnan,  the  finance 
committee,  and  other  magistratea  in  their  respective  counties. 
Copies  of  a  memorial  addressed  by  the  East  Suffolk  Chamber 
of  Agriculture,  and  signed  by  Mr.  F.  S.  Corrance^  M.F.,  to  the 
justices  of  quarter  sessions,  assembled  for  the  eastern  diviaion 
of  the  county  of  Suffolk,  have  also  been  sent  to  most  of  the 
clerks  of  the  peace  with  a  simihur  request.  In  one  or  two 
counties  olgections  were  at  first  raised  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
ptiety  of  discussing  this  subject  at  quarter  seesuns,  but,  on  the 
preauntation  of  a  mamorid  from  tiie  ratepayers*  the  diffioolty 
was  overeome.    The  committee  call  attention  to  tiiia  fec^ 


inasmuch  as  it  diows  the  good  effect  of  any  exmemn  d 
feeling  on  the  part  of  the  ratepayers  on  this  veiea  qoeirtwiL 
The  committee  cannot  hdp  teding  that  if  the  naptntei 
of  other  counties  assembled  in  quarter  sessions  wodt  iioUov 
the  example  of  those  enumerate^  and  j^resent  petitioDi  to  tlif 
Legislature,  a  great  step  would  be  gained,  and  that  ndi  in- 
fluentid  support  must  greatly  tend  to  further  the  olgeeti  wtiA 
your  committee  are  stnvingfor.  Tour  committee  are  of  opi- 
nion that  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons  would  be  ^ 
ferable  to  memorialising  any  individud  member  of  the  Gorers- 
ment,  the  counties  of  Devon  and  Sabp  having  slm^ 
adopted  the  latter  course  some  few  yean  ago  witboot  ua  god 
result,  a  petition  to  the  Legishiture  being  a  more  vablie  a- 
preauon  of  opinion  as  well  as  a  mora  direct  appeal  to  the* 
who  have  the  power  of ^posinf  and  rea^justug  both  low 
and  imperid  burdens,  the  vaaUy  increasing  budeas  wbicb 
will  be  thrown  upon  the  ntepayen  hj  the  opeiatioa  of  tbe 
Elementary  Education  Act  are  demanding  serious  attentioa  ud 
augmenting  the  generd  dissatisfaction.  Very  catfeat  ev^<^ 
as  to  the  Urge  sums  which  will  soon  be  required  for  bvudig 
purposes,  &c.,  especially  in  the  metropolis,  will  be  foosd  is  tae 
addresses  of  the  candidates  for  the  London  Schcd  Bosrd,ud 
the  consequent  inadequa^  of  a  Sd.  rate  to  astiiify  tboe 
requirementa. 

Some  contributions  were  acknowledund. 

Mr.  NfiiLD  moved  that  the  Beport  be  racnved  and  adoptd. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  6.  £.  Uvva,  lad 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  A.  Pell,  M.P.»tiien  moved :  "ThattiiisCwBcarecon- 
mends  Provincial  Chamben  to  memorialise  their  re^eebie 
Courts  of  (Juarter  Sesdons  on  the  sulgect  of  the  i^^^ 
taxation  arising  from  rat»s  levied  under  the  authority  of  thflW 
Courts;*  They  were  all  aware  how  small  was  the  pover  toM 
in  the  county  magistrates  with  regard  <»  tlu  hmiiatioa  a 


generd  expreadon  of  cUsaatisfedion  on  the  part  of  the  rii»- 
payers  with  recard  to  the  inddence  of  the  niM,  the  qaeM 
would,  no  doubt,  be  dieeussed  at  the  ^pproaduag  ^fff'^ 
Sesriona,  and  many  petitions  to  Parliament  be  presBatod  iro« 
ooontieB  which  Imd  not  yet  taken  any  part  in  the  mattar. 

Capt.  C&iaoiB,  in  aeoonding  the  resolution,  said  bs  «• 
quite  sure  that  the  Chambers  of  Agriculture  thnughoat  »» 
kingdom  would  cordially  reapond  to  tiw  amd  thasiadeto 
them.    InvarioaaqaarterehehadobserftBdthattheqagsboa 

of  locd  taxation  waa  aasumiog  incnaied  impoctUM^  •»  » 
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msBOvbeioff  dlieonad  in  auqr  pUum  where  it  had  not 
enffeged  attention  hithnto. 

Mr.  Wbittaxib  thought  the  molution  hefore  the  meet- 
mg  vmdd  tend  to  itrsiigthiBn  the  huida  of  the  magiitratei  in 
dealing  with  the  qneetion,  by  bringing  out  the  fiiet  that  the 
pment  eioemTe  eapenditore  was  not  ooeaaoned  by  any  im- 
prodenoe  or  InyidinMi  on  their  part.  Oter  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  eoEpenditore  the  magia&atea  had,  in  mn,  no  oon- 
trol,  and  what  they  ahonU  do  was  to  appeal  to  the  Legialatare 
to  mpplement  the  rates  in  other  caMS  as  wai  done  in  the  oaie 
of  pnaoa  enenaea.  He  hoped  the  Looal  Taxation  Committee 
woiddcall  t&B  attention  of  ne  Chambers  to  the  giierons  want 
of  fiudi  for  the  agitation  of  that  ^nestion.  The  drenlation  of 
printed  matter  tuooghont  the  longdom  was  Tory  ezpensiTe, 
sad  it  was  neeessaiy  that  the  looal  enambers  shonla  eontribnte 
Hberally  to  enable  the  Committee  to  carry  on  their  work  with 
Tigoor.  Farther,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
landed  proprietors  to  protect  their  strnggliog  tenantry,  and 
not  to  stana  in  the  baek>groand  on  an  occasion  like  that,  thns 
lesTian  it  to  fSsrmers  to  provide  the  reqainte  ftinds.  He 
thonght  Ae  large  landowners  should  come  forward,  aot  with 
their  five  and  ten  pounds,  but  with  their  twenties  and  fifties, 
10  that  the  pnblio  might  be  weU  instmoted  on  tbe  subject. 
When  any  portion  of  the  manufacturing  interest  wanted  to 
show  that  they  had  a  grievance,  they  did  not  spare  their  money, 
and  if  agriculturists  wished  to  suooeed  in  the  present  ease 
they  must  net  spars  it.  In  some  counties  the  press  had 
rendersd  great  assistanee,  and  he  trusted  that  the  powerful 
prem  of  London  would  aid  them  in  promoting  so  just  and  de- 
sirable an  olgeot.  Tbe  Council  did  not  spetuc  merely  for  the 
hmded  interest;  householders,  the  citizens  of  the  metropolis, 
the  manulsctnrers,  and  the  small  mechanics  were  all  deeply 
iaterssted  in  that  question.  Under  the  present  system  all 
ntei  were  lamped  together,  and  not  one  man  in  a  dozen  could 
tell  how  isoeh  the  poor  oost  him,  or  how  much  he  paid  for 
the  police,  lonatics,  or  anv  other  department  of  expense. 

The  resdntion  was  put  and  carried,  with  the  foliowiag  rider, 
sunested  by  the  Chairman :  -  That  the  secretary  of  the  Cen- 
tral Chamber  be  instructed  to  write  to  aeerotaries  of  provin- 
cial Chambers  in  those  oounties  where  as  yet  no  action  has 
been  taken  by  the  magistrates  in  Quarter  Sessions  with  refer- 
enee  to  the  oounly-rate  expenditure,  and  urge  upon  the  mem- 
bers of  those  Chambers  the  great  importance  of  memorialising 
the  magistrates  to  discuss  this  sulgeet  at  the  January  Sessions, 
indnresent  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons.'* 

Ine  next  subject  on  the  agenda  was  the  new  regulations  of 
the  fire  insnranoe  companies  for  the  insurance  of  farming  stock. 

The  Secretary  read  the  following  letters,  which  had  been 
nocived  from  the  Sun  and  the  Fhosnix  Eire  Offices : 

**  Sun  Pire  Office.  Thieadneedle-street. 

London,  B.C.,  Nov.  7, 1870. 
"  Sir,->-I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  5th  inst.,  containing  an  invitation  to  attend  a  Meeting  of 
gar  Society  to-morrow,  at  eleven  o'clock,  at  the  Salisbury- 
Hotel,  Fleet-street.  I  am  very  desirous  to  meet  your  wishes 
in  this  respect ;  but  owing  to  the  shortness  of  the  notice,  I 
ragret  that  it  is  impossible  to  make  arrangements  for  a  suitable 
representative  of  tnis  Society  to  attend  on  this  occasion. 
"I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

•*  S.  J.  Plitchbr,  Secretary." 
**Fh(Bnix  Fire  Office,  19,  Lombard-street, 

"London,  Nov.  7,  1870. 
*  Sir,-— I  regret  that  I  cannot  accept  your  invitation  to  con- 
fer on  the  subject  of  the  new  conditions  for  farming-stock 
junrsnoes.  In  the  reports  of  other  meetings  of  Agricultural 
Chambers,  I  have,  however,  found  so  much  misapprehension 
on  the  point  of  ttpe  stock,  that  I  endose  you  one  of  our  own 
circulars,  in  which  it  is  distinctly  stated  that  the  proportionate 
condition  does  noi  apply  to  live  stock  if  insured  in  a  distinct 
amount,  and  not  in  one  gross  sum  with  the  produce,  and  the 
SAme  with  Respect  to  implements.  With  regard  to  root  crops, 
not  i{i  bi(ildiiu;s,  these  can  be  exduded  from  the  insurance  on 
produce,  in  which  case,  of  course,  thev  would  not  be  taken 
lato  the  pa)cnktion  of  proportionate  vsJne. 

•«  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

•*  Gio.  W.  LoYELL,  Secreteiy." 

'*  Fhcenix  Kre  Office,  Lombard-street, 

'^  London,  E.O.,  June,  1870. 
^  Sn|oui^.-*1!lie  rasnlt  Qf  Faroiing  Stoel^  li^saranees  \\u 


been  so  nniati^iutoiy  to  tfaeoffioei,  that  they  have  resolved  to 
make  it  a  condition  henceforth,  that  premium  shall  be  paid  on 
a  sum  equal  to  at  least  three-fourths  of  the  actual  value  of  the 
agricultural  produce  at  the  time  of  a  fire ;  and  that  if  less  than 
that  proportion  shall  be  found  to  have  been  insured,  the  office 
will  then  par,  not  the  whole  of  the  loss,  but  only  such  a 
prmorHoH  of  it  as  the  sum  insured  bears  to  the  actual  value. 
Thus,  if  agricultural  produce  is  insured  for  £500,  and  at  the 
time  of  a  fire  is  worth  £1,000,  the  office  vrill  pay  only  half 
the  loss  sustained,  or  if  it  is  worth  £1,500,  and  the  insurance 
onlj  £500,  then  only  a  third  of  the  loss  will  be  pavable,  and 
so  in  proportion  whenever  the  insurance  is  for  less  than  three- 
fourths  of  the  value.  This  will  be  the  condition  of  all  insur- 
ances effected  on  and  after  the  34<th  instant,  and  the  policies 
will  contain  the  following  declaration :  '  If  the  sum  insured  on 
agricultural  produce,  either  separately  or  in  one  amount  with 
other  property,  shall  at  the  breaking  out  of  a  fire  be  less  than 
three-fourths  of  the  value  of  all  w  property  insured  in  that 
amount,  then  this  company  shall  be  liable  only  for  such  a  pro- 
portion of  the  loss  sustained  as  the  sum  so  insured  shall  bear 
to  the  total  value  of  all  the  property  to  which  such  sum 
applies.'  The  same  condition  will  be  on  all  renewal  receipts 
for  Farming  Stock  Policies  expiring  at  or  after  Michaelmas 
next.  The  agent  will  please  to  call  the  particular  attention  of 
his  friends  to  this  condition  when  granting  or  renewing  Farm- 
ing Stock  Insurances.  It  will  be  seen,  however,  that  U  doet 
nci  appljf  to  liv^  Hoek,  nor  to  implementt,  except  when  these 
are  meliuM  im  one  eum  wih  aarieuUwal  produce, 

*•  Geo.  W.  Lovkll,  Secretary." 
Mr.  C.  S.  EiAS,  M.P.,  said :  I  have  been  requested  by  the 
Business  Committee,  to  move  the  following  resolution :  "  That 
the  *  Average  Clause,*  as  insisted  npon  by  the  new  regulations  of 
the  principal  Fire  Insurance  Offices,  is  inapplicable  to  a  properly 
so  variable  in  amount  and  in  value  as  agrieultural  produce.** 
I  believe  that  I  have  been  asked  to  move  this  in  oonsequeoce 
of  the  Norfolk  Chamber  having  been  the  first  to  stir  in  the 
matter.  Let  me  say,  in  eommenoing,  that  I  am  fully  aware 
that  fsrminff  stock,  as  a  rale,  does  not  pay  the  insnranoe  oom- 
panies ;  and  I  think  the  companies  are  perfectly  justified— jus- 
tified in  relation,  both  to  their  proprietors  and  to  their  otner 
eustomers — ^in  altering  their  rates  and  endeavouring  to  im- 
prove their  system.  But  I  contend  that  they  should  not,  in 
order  to  cure  one  evil  inflict  npon  ns  another  ^ear,  hear). 
No  doubt  the  oourse  they  have  adopted  is  the  easiest  one,  and 
the  one  that  will  cost  them  and  their  agents  leut  trouble ;  but 
I  believe,  (that  if  they  had  had  only  one  practical  farmer 
upon  their  Committee  they  would  never  have  insisted  upon 
this  average  clause  being  applied  to  agricultural  pro- 
duce (Hear,  hear).  Probably  you  are  neariy  all  aware 
that  the  principal  insurance  companies  are  associated 
in  what  they  call  teriib  but  in  what  I  snail  call  a  trades  union 
(Hear,  hear).  There  was  such  a  fierce,  and  I  may  say  un- 
serupnJous,  eompetition  among  offices  to  secure  business  that 
they  at  last  found  it  necessarjr  to  unite,  and  each  of  them 
appoint  a  member  of  a  committee,  and  to  that  committee  a 
great  number  of  the  business  regulations  of  the  leading  insur- 
ance societies  are  delegated.  To  show  yon  the  way  in  which 
this  committee  acts,  and  how  little  power  the  directors  have,  I 
may  mention  that  I  am  a  director  of  a  large  insurance  com- 
pany, having  a  capital  of  £1,000,000  sterling,  and  that  I 
actually  knew  nothing  whatever  of  this  new  regulation  nntil  I 
received  the  notice  about  the  renewal  of  the  insurance  of  my 
own  farming  stock  (binghter).  I  am  supposed  to  be  one  of 
the  persons  who  not  only  agreed  to  but  proposed  this  new  re- 
striction and  order.  If  I  am  rightly  informed  the  committee 
met  in  the  first  week  of  June,  and  agreed  to  these  new  terms 
of  insurance ;  and  it  was  not  until  the  middle  of  September 
that  the  principal  offices  thought  fit  to  issue  the  notiees  to  their 
agricultiural  insurers  with  regard  to  policies  expiring  on  the  29th 
of  September,  while  some  offices  have  to  this  day  not  informed 
their  customers  of  the  changes  which  have  taken  pbice  in  their 
system.  I  am  told  that  one  great  offiee,  instead  of  giving 
formal  notice  to  its  eustomers,  has  simply  put  on  the  uek  of 
the  receipt  a  dauae,  which  is  almost  sure  to  have  escaped  at- 
tention when  the  doeoment  was  placed  on  the  file  (Hear,  hear). 
Now  we  say  that  this  average  clause  is  not  applicable  to  form- 
ing stock.  It  is,  I  believe,  applicable  to  any  property  that 
has  a  fixed  valua.  In  the  case,  Ibr  example,  of  a  house,  if  you 
know  its  value  now  you  probably  know  its  value  a  year 
Hno^t  ^tafrHMatnialpiQl|iiaeiii«bJe«|t9a|iM|l4i^fiat, 
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In  September  it  ii  at  iti  higlieet,  toA  in  Jane  it  ia  piobably  at 
iti  loirett.  But  it  it  not  a  rqpilar  or  gndual  deerawe.  In  a 
jear  like  this,  when  we  are  partienlaily  ihort  of  CMh,  as  loon 
aa  we  have  got  onr  ricki  into  onr  yards,  we  may  soon  bepn  to 
see  what  the  stem  engine  can  do  to  fill  onr  pockets ;  so  that 
three  months  after  hanrett,  there  would  not  be  half,  or  at  any 
rate  a  quarter,  of  the  com  in  stock  (Hear,  hear).    Agam,  the 

Sield  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  yalne  of  agricnltmral  pro- 
nee.  In  the  light-lands  of  the  county  of  Norfolk  the  average 
▼aine  of  the  com  crop  this  year  may  be  set  down  at  onljr  £6  an 
acre ;  we  hope  that  through  the  olessing  of  God  it  will  nest 
year  be  £10.  The  farmers  and  occupiers  of  the  soil  in  the 
day  lands  of  the  Fen  district  have  grown  this  year  five  or  six 
quarters  of  wheat  per  acre,  and  perhapa  next  year  they  will 
not  grow  four.  Supposing  wheat  when  at  40s.  to  jump  up  to 
50s.,  see  what  a  difference  that  must  make  in  Talne.  The  great 
migority  of  the  offices  complain  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  sum 
insured  for  by  fiurmers  (Hear,  hear^.  I  bdieve  this  complaint  to 
be  in  a  great  many  instances  well  founded.  The  offices  say  that 
in  consequence  of  fiirmers  stacking  their  com  separatelr,  and 
all  OTer  the  &rm,  they  have  diminished  the  amount  of  their 
insurance.  They  put  the  case  in  this  way.  Supposing  you 
have  insured  for  £1,000,  and  bv  no  poMibiUty  can  have  a  fire 
that  will  consume  more  than  £100,  if  von  only  insure  for  one- 
fourth  of  the  tbIuc,  your  position  is  like  that  of  a  man  who 
haa  10  separate  houses  and  only  insures  one  of  them. 
1  admit  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  troth  in  that 
statement  of  the  matter;  but  Isay  that  they  have  done  worse; 
they  haye  put  all  of  ns  who  stack  in  the  fields,  and  who  have 
eomparatirtly  little  risk,  under  the  same  rates  aa  a  man  who, 
for  nil  own  oouTenience  or  necessity,  stacks  the  whole  of  his 
produce  in  the  rickyard  (Hear,  hear).  We  of  the  light-land 
districts,  who  stack  the  whole  w  onr  crops  in  the  fields,  are 
certainly  not  exposed  to  aa  much  liak  from  fire  and  candle  aa 
others,  thooffh  a  wayikrei'spipe  may  now  and  then  canae  de- 
atroction.  There  are,  I  beucTe,  very  fisw  countieB  in  JSng- 
land  which  pay  a  sufliiBient  amonnt  for  the  insurance  of  fium- 
inir  stock.  The  one  that  pays  the  most  is  the  county  of  Nor- 
folk. WhY  P  Not  because  we  are  inaurera  to  a  larger  extent 
than  the  urmera  of  other  diatricta,  but  aimply  bManse  we 
stack  in  the  field  and  there  ia  not  aa  much  riak  of  a  deatroo- 
tiTC  fire.  I  may  obserre  that  when  I  waa  one  of  the  deputa- 
tion who  waited  upon  the  Norwich  Union  Office,  I  put  my 
finger  on  aix  eountiea  and  aaid,  "  I  know  very  well  that  you 
lose  a  conaiderable  sum  of  money  by  them.'*  I  was  richt : 
those  six  eountiea  were  the  wont  cuatomera  the  office  nad. 
Any  one  who  is  at  all  acquainted  with  the  general  agricultural 
features  of  different  counties,  must  know  that  the  riaka  of 
agricultural  produce  are  extremely  variable.  The  Norwich 
Union  Office  inanraa,  I  believe,  a  larger  amount  of  farm- 
ing atock  than  any  other  office,  the  total  being  over 
£11,000,000.  They  did  not  think  proper  to  withdraw  the 
drtnhr  which  they  iaaued,  but  they  nave  recently  aent  forth 
another  which  conaiderably^  modifiea  it,  and  they  aaj  to  their 
i^enta,  *l  We  ahall  not  inaist  upon  your  taking  particular  no- 
tice of  the  operation  of  the  average  clause  in  case  of  a  fire 
unless  you  nave  special  instructions  from  the  directors. 
Every  one  who  knows  the  Board  of  Directors  of  that  Office, 
as  I  do  and  its  excellent  secretary.  Sir  Samuel  Bignold, 
must  be  aware  that  thev  are  juat^  honourable,  and  fair- 
dealing  men ;  and  thia  being  the  caae,  if  a  farmer  haa  a 
fire  when  hia  crops  are  nnexceptionally  heavy  orprioeaare 
vei^  high,  they  will  not  take  advantage  of  thia  poaition, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  if  he  ayatematically  uader-insures 
hia  cropa,  thov  wilL  But  I  aay  to  them  "  Ion  have  no 
buainesa  to  take  a  man  who  habitnally  nnder-inaurea  hia 
eropa ;  and,  if  the  agenta  did  their  duty,  you  would  not  have 
muM  persona.**  Have  any  of  you  aeen  the  liat  of  qneationa 
which  thoae  unfortunate  agenta  have  to  anawer  P  In  the  caae 
of  every  policy  there  an  fourteen  or  fifteen  qneationa,  and,  aa 
thev  are  compound  qneationa,  I  dare  aay  that  before  the  matter 
ia  flnidlied  they  amount  to  more  than  thirty.  The  afisnta  aak  all 
aorta  of  reasonable  and  unreasonable  qneationa  (Uearp  hear). 
They  aak  how  many  acrea  of  arable  land  a  man  ia  cultivatiug. 
Thati  of  course,  ia  quite  right,  and  any  practical  man  would  at 
onoe  know,  from  the  anawer,  whether  or  not  the  fiurmer  had 
inaured  for  a  sufficient  amount.  But  they  go  on  to  aak, 
"Are  there  any  inceadxarv  firea  in  the  neu;hbourhoodP*' 
**Ia  the  inanrer  popular  with  thia  labouxenP**  and  all  such 
eemplex  queationa  as  thoae.    If  yon  are  to  put  agriooltual 


produce  in  all  parte  of  the  ooontiy  at  one  liak,  you  an^  » 
well  inaure  all  aorta  of  buildinga,  whether  they  are  of  di^sad 
brick,  or  of  wood  and  thatch,  at  exactly  the  same  nie;  aid 
yon  should  also  take  the  life  of  eveiy  man  who  happsoa  to  k 
60  yean  of  age,  irreneetive  of  his  habits  and  his  itite  of 
healih  (Hear,  hear).  I  believe  that  the  nuuority  of  the  ofiea 
have  insiited  upon  the  produce  being  divided  under  tkm  or 
four  heads.  I  am  told  that  the  Sun  Office  inaiala  on  the  aver, 
age  oknae  being  applied  to  live  aa  well  aa  dead  brmiagitod. 
I  cannot  aay  whrther  this  be  the  case  or  not,  but  generdy 
speaking,  I  may  say,  the  office  insists  npon  a  divisioB  oniir 
tnree  or  four  heads.  To  my  mind  that  seems  a  eertua  beadt 
to  the  former  provided  they  do  not  insist  unon  the  aven^ 
cUnse  being  applied  to  all  the  divisions,  ana  I  am  iafoiiBed 
that  they  do  not  wish  it  to  be  applied  except  to  sgricaUarai 
produce,  which  means,  of  course,  the  hay  and  core  enpi.  Of 
course  they  could  not  be  so  barefoced  as  to  ask  u  to  piy  5i. 
for  our  live  stock  and  insist  on  the  avenge  daaie  beiof  ip- 
plied  to  that.  Why,  take  the  case  of  the  veiy  fimn  boiUingi 
where  the  stock  are  sometimes  kept.  They  are  inanred  it  fioa 
Is.  6d.  to  Ss.  per  cent.,  and  ^et  they  want  ns  to  pay  6a.  for 
stock  that  never  go  near  a  building  at  all,  and  whieh  ia  tisM 
of  danger  could  genoally  walk  out  Then,  with  ngui  to 
impleoMuts.  They  insure  household  frimitnre  at  li.  6d.  per 
cent.,  and  surdv  they  cannot  ask  us  to  pay  5s.  for  oar  mm- 
ments,  many  of  which  I  am  sorry  to  say  never  go  into  a  uei 
at  all  (Hear,  hear).  Some  of  them  are  compoaBd  eatiielj  of 
iron,  and  none  of  them,  I  suppose,  can  be  subject  to  gnstiisk 
from  either  water  or  removal.  Some  gentlenen  lay  ve  ihoiM 
have  policies  half-yearly.  Well,  I  beheve  tiiat  genoaUy  ^• 
ing  offioea  will  not  aaaent  to  anch  an  arraBgenent;  bit 
even  if  th^  would  I  ahould  not  like  it  (Hear,  bear).  It 
would  be  an  immenae  bother  (Hear,  hear).  I  doa*t  like  crca 
a  yearly  policy.  Ever  ainoe  I  commenced  hnaiaeai  I  haie  ini 
but  one  ppli<7,  and  I  hope  that  will  go  on  at  the  nme  nte. 
If  the  officea  would  be  ao  good  aa  to  tuce  the  avenge  piee  of 
every  crop  I  ahould  have  no  objection  to  the  aveiMe  daise, 
but  at  the  aame  time  I  do  aay  that  it  ia  nftteriy  inapidieabk  to 
agricultural  produce;  and  aa  they  had  niaed  their  ntei  frm 
la.  6d.  per  cent.— an  amount  of  which,  though  I  may  not  re- 
collect It  myaelf,  I  have  heard  my  fother  speak— to  6^  lo  I 
contend  that  thc^  had  better  raiae  their  ratea  a^ain,  or  apply 
aome  more  practical,  buainess-like  system  to  agncaUutl  pts- 
duce  than  persist  in  what  they  had  begun.  Tliere  ii  no^  In 
sure,  the  least  desire  on  the  part  of  formen  to  do  anyftiBf  to 
injure  the  offioea  (Hear,  hear) ;  bat  on  the  other  band,it 
ought  not  to  be  the  wiah  of  the  officea  permanently  to  iajue 
the  farmen  (oheen). 

Mr.  Hbwitt,  in  aeconding  the  reaolntiod,  aaid  he  beltercd 
the  chief  cauae  of  the  recent  movement  of  the  offieei  was  the 
want  of  a  proper  amount  of  insurance  on  the  part  of  tumm. 
Heknewaevml  inatanoea  in  which  the  value  bebg  £5,000 
the  owner  did  not  inaure  for  more  than  £600.  He  ibodd 
hare  no  objection  to  inaure  hia  own  dead  stock  for  ttaee* 
fourtha  of  the  value,  but  he  ahould  deoidedly  object  to  iaan 
hia  live  atock  for  anything  like  that  amount.  The  two  eua 
were  altogether  different  (Hear,  hear).  Kr.  Bead  aUaded  to 
the  Sun  Office.  He  waa  inaured  there.  When  the  oRBlir 
waa  fint  iaaued  he  certainly  thought  that  he  wai  reqaired  to 
inaure  hii  lire  and  dead  atock  for  three-fourtha  of  the  t^si  : 
but  since  then  he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  agent  waiek 
altered  the  complexion  of  the  matter.  That  letter  ccntaiaed  the 
following:  **  If  a  farmer  ii  inaured  on  hia  dead  itod^,  117  « 
£1.600  and  he  haa  £2,000  worth  on  hia  form  at  the  tim  of  1 
fire,  he  will  be  paid  in  full  Ibr  any  baa  up  to  £1,500,  bat  tf 
he  ia  only  inaured  for  £1,000  and  haa  £3,000  atock,  he  «^ 
only  be  paid  half  hia  loaa  up  to  £1,000.  Thefifs  tfoek  > 
aepante  altogether,  and  ii  not  made  m  snlgect  of  K^ofM 
all.  Thua,if  a  former  haa  £S.000  lire  atod  and  ii  iawed 
for  only  £600,  he  wiU  be  paid  f^  the  loaa  of  all  aninh  (sot 
exceeding  £40  each)  up  to  £600."  If  that  atateaMat  m 
correct— and  he  repeatecl  that  it  waa  aent  to  him  by  aa  M 
of  the  Sun  Office— he  thought  he  ahould  not  olgeet  veiy  mack 
to  the  new  regulation.  . . 

Mr.RiAD:  Might  I  aak  whether  the  term  "dead  iloek" 
indudea  implementa  P 

Mr.  HiwiTT  aaid  he  believed  it  did.  The  agenta  m  foe  eou- 
tiy  aeemed  to  know  verv  little  about  aaeh  matten.  Wfaaabe 
occurred  they  were  addomable  to  value  the  iajjuir  toistMj 
superior  daaa  of  penona  had  to  be  called  IB  fi»  the  poT«* « 
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It  Memed  to  him  vary  dAiinble  that  a  better  elais 
o£  penona  ahould  be  emplojred  as  agenti.  In  his  own  oonnty 
they  oonaiated  perhaps  of  Lawyer's  clkrks,  bank  clerks,  grocers, 
dnpen^  and  stationers,  who  reaUy  knew  nothing  about  what 
tb^  were  ealled  npon  to  deal  with. 

Mr.  O.  Ma&txn  (Lincolnshire  Chamber)  said  that  on  the 
24th  of  October  the  Chamber  which  he  represented  passed  a 
resolation  to  the  effect  that  the  new  regnlations  of  Uie  fire  in- 
saranoe  companies  for  the  insurance  of  larming  stock  were  in 
its  opinion  reasonable.  Before  the  meeting  was  hdd  he  went 
to  the  ofllee  of  a  large  insnranoe  company  to  obtain  informa- 
tion«  and  his  feeline  was  quite  ehaoged  before  he  left.  He 
quite  ai^reed  with  mi.  Bead  that  there  had  been  uufsimess  on 
the  part  of  some  of  the  offices ;  but  there  were  always  liard- 
ships  in  such  oases.  Insurance  had  certainly  not  been  a  na;^- 
ing  bnainees,  and  fanners  could  not  expect  to  have  it  all  their 
own  way.  As  regarded  the  amount  of  insurance,  he  had  him- 
self pat  agricultural  produce  and  dead  stock  at  a  fkir  sum, 
leaving  the  live  stock  at  a  mere  nominal  sum,  and  he  beUeved 
that  his  insurance  would  not  cost  him  more  than  it  had  dene. 
The  change  might  cause  sjme  trouble,  but  these  were  trouble- 
some times  (laughter). 

Mr.  NxiLD  thought  that  where  the  insurance  was  in  slump 
sum  it  would  not  answer  to  have  the  average  clause  introduceo, 
and  farmers  would  find  it  to  their  interest  to  specify.  A  system 
of  inauranoe  which  was  applicable  in  one  district  might  not  be 
ao  in  another.  Some  farmers  had  a  lar^  amount  of  valuaUe 
stock  tied  up  day  and  night  for  five  or  six  months  in  the  year, 
and  it  would  not  do  to  ignore  that  state  of  things  in  the  case  of 
iasnrance.  They  had  before  them  the  fact  that  farming  insurance 
did  not  pay.  Did  the  fault  rest  with  tlie  offices  or  with  the  in- 
surers P  He  ventured  to  say  that  farmers  as  a  body  did  not 
insure  for  suoh  an  amount  as  thev  might  reasonably  be  expected 
to  do ;  and  he  believed  that  if  they  were  to  insure  adequately 
on  their  implements  and  dead  stock  there  need  be  scarcely  any 
increase  on  the  live  stock. 

Mr.  WujroRD  said  that  he  was  not  officially  conneetcj^  with 
any  insurance  office,  but  he  had  paid  great  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject of  insurance,  both  on  the  oontinent  of  Bnrope  and  America, 
and  had  found  it  surrounded  with  difficulties.  He  had  conversed 
with  the  managers  of  different  offices  on  the  question  under  con- 
sideration, andhe  thought  he  knew  something  about  the  olgect 
which  they  had  in  view.  He  would  give  a  short  illustration  of 
the  working  of  the  average  clause.  He  would  suppose  the  case 
of  a  farm  the  gross  value  of  the  produce  of  which  after  harvest 
was  £4^000.  The  farmer,  wishing  to  adqpt  his  insurance  to 
the  average  value  of  his  produce  during  the  year,  might  say  "  I 
will  insure  mv  crops  for  £2,000.*'  That  amount  might  be  the 
full  value  in  June ;  but  what  would  be  the  case  after  harvest  P 
His  crops  would  then  be  worth  £4,000,  and  if  a  fire  occurred 
he  mignt  hitherto  have  received  the  whole  £2,000.  The 
offices  thought  that  such  a  state  of  thinn  required  some 
modification,  and  said^ "  If  you  will  insure  Tor  £3,000  on  the 
the  £4,000  value  we  will  then  pay  von  the  actual  loss  incurred.' 
That  was  the  way  in  which  he  understood  the  statement  of  the 
offices,  and  he  thought  he  oereeived  in  it  a  desire  to  deal  fairlv 
with  agricultural  insurers  (Hear,  hear).  It  nad  been  too  much 
the  praetioe  of  many  agriculturists  to  insure  only  for  half,  or 
even  one-third  of  the  value  of  crops  which  werd  distributed  over 
the  whole  of  a  brm,  while  others  paid  on  a  much  lar|{er  pro- 

Grtion.  On  the  other  hand,  as  Mr.  Bead  nmarked,  it  would 
most  unfair  to  require  a  furmer  to  insure  for  the  whole  of 
the  crops  existing  at  the  end  of  harvest  (Hear^  hear).  There 
should  dearlybe  some  equitable  adjustment  in  such  a  case, 
and  he  (Mr.  Walford)  thought  that  three-fourths  was  not  an 
unfair  amount  for  either  side.  There  was,  indeed,  another 
method  in  which  that  matter  might  be  adjusted.  The  offices 
had  tried  for  some  time  to  get  a  oasis  which  would  be  fair  as 
between  &rmers  and  themseTves,  but  they  had  never  succeeded 
in  doing  so ;  and  he  thought  that  if  a  committee  of  practical 
men  were  to  meet  together  to  consider  the  matter  they  would 
soon  arrive  at  some  satisfoctory  conclusion.  He  believed  that 
a  proposition  of  that  kind  emanating  from  that  Council 
would  receive  due  attention  from  the  associated  farmers,  and 
that  they  would  be  disposed  to  view  with  favoureble  eyes  an;r 
lunestion  of  a  practical  character.  As  the  matter  stood  it 
muht  certainly  appear  as  if  because  a  large  number  of  farmers 
had  not  dealt  (airly  with  them  the?  have  dealt  an  unfair  blow 
at  farmers  generally  (Hear,  hear).  He  knew  at  least  one 
company  who  he  thought  would  be  disposed  to  nominate  local 


directors  in  each  agricultural  district,  and  would  be  prepared 
to  take  insurances  on  their  recommendation ;  and  he  beueved 
that  some  arrangement  of  that  kind  would  meet  the  ease. 

Mr.  BiAJ),  in  replying,  said  he  believed  that  Mr.  Martin, 
who  lived  in  the  land  of  Goshen,  had  this  vear  grown  a  most 
extraordinary  crop  of  com.  Hence  he  had  been  willing  to  in- 
sure for  three-fourths  of  the  crop ;  but  he  (Mr.  Bead)  did  not 
suppose  he  would  be  willing  next  year  to  pay  that  amount  on 
a  crop  which  might  be  only  half  as  productive. 

Mr.  MiATUf  olMerved  that  he  should  continue  to  pay  it. 

Mr.  Bjud  :  Well,  then,  Mr.  Martin  was  not  quite  as 
sharp  as  he  had  taken  him  to  be  (Uughter).  He  was,  in  fact, 
a  great  deal  too  generous.  What  he  (Mr.  Bead)  maintained 
was,  that  every  man  should  be  insured  according  to  his  risik, 
and  that  persons  which  had  hitherto  insured  for  the  proper 
amount,  and  had  taken  every  precaution  against  heavy  losses 
accruing  to  offices,  should  not  now  be  cUssed  with  others  of  a 
indifferent  character,  and  made  to  pay  for  their  shortcomings 
(Hear,  hear). 

The  Chuucan  said :  A  valuable  suggestion  had  just  been 
made  by  Mr.  Walford,  to  the  effect  that  a  committee  should  be 
formed  to  meet  the  represientatives  of  various  offices.  It  was 
for  the  meeting  to  determine  whether  any  action  should  be 
taken  in  that  rmpect. 

The  resolution  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Captain  Catlin  moved  the  next  resolution,  viz., "  That  the 
secretary  be  instructed  to  invite  from  other  offices  a  declantion 
of  their  terms  for  the  insurence  of  farming  stock.'*  He  agreed 
with  those  who  thouf^ht  that  the  object  of  the  offices  was  not 
dearly  defined.  He  himself  in  elbctmg  an  insurance  took  great 
pains  to  induce  the  agent  to  fix  a  price  per  acre  for  arable  land 
with  which  the  office  would  be  satufiea,  but  the  only  result 
was  that  the  egent  asked  him  to  fix  his  own  price.  That  he 
fSrand  very  difficult,  because  the  produce  varied  so  much  from 
year  to  year.  In  order  to  guard  against  anjfthing  that  might 
invalidate  his  insurance,  he  wished  to  fix  a  price  founded  on  an 
average  of  years.  He  was  asked  to  estimate  the  value  of  the 
produce  in  his  district.  In  1868  (he  produce  of  600  acres  of 
anble  land  was  worth  upwards  of  £2,000  mora  than  in  the  pre- 
ceding  year,  and,  on  the  whole,  he  found  it  impossible  to  put 
in  an  estiinate  which  might  not  have  made  him  liable  to  be 
ealled  npon  to  pay  more  than  was  fidr  and  reasonable.  He 
asked  the  agent  to  tell  him  what  was  the  highest  price  at  which 
com  had  been  put  down  elsewhere.    Thereply  was,  that  £12 

Sr  acre  was  the  maximum  price  put  upon  wheat.  He  (Capt. 
Ltliu)  had  fixed  his  at  £14^  and  he  asked  the  agent  how,  under 
such  cireumstances,  he  could  be  treated  fairly.  He  inquired 
whether  in  cube  of  fire  the  agent  would  estiinate  the  damage 
npon  the  price  at  which  the  partv  insuring  estimated  the  value 
01  his  crop,  or  whether  he  would  call  in  some  competent  per- 
son, and  be  guided  by  him ;  and  the  agent  replied  that  that 
was  a  question  he  could  not  answer. 

Mr.  TuBNift,  in  seconding  the  resolution,  said  there  were 
two  or  three  courses  open  to  nrmers  generally  in  reference  to 
that  question.  The  first  was  to  ignore  the  offices  altogether 
and  not  insure  at  all ;  the  second  was  to  establish  an  office  on 
their  own  account ;  and  the  third— and  this  appeared  to  him 
the  best-*was  if  possible  to  meet  the  representatives  of  the 
offices  and  come  to  a  settlement  of  the  dispute  with  them.  He 
concurred  in  what  had  been  said  as  to  the  great  difllcnlty  of 
arriving  at  a  solution  for  all  districts  npon  one  hard  and  fast 
line.  Mr.  Martin  had  alluded  to  agricnltunl  produce  to  the  al- 
most total  exclusion  of  live  stock.  He  knew  a  case  in  which  a 
farmer  who  had  a  fire  in  the  month  of  February,  when  his 
produce  was  of  but  little  value,  was  almost  totallj  ruined, 
naming  lost  in  consequence  the  whole  of  his  breams  ewes. 
He  was  at  a  sale  in  North  Lincolnshire  where  40  animals  were 
8oldforabout£S,000,and  withalldeferenoe  to  Mr.  Bead  he  must 
say  that  those  animals  seemed  to  him  to  have  been  well  worth 
insuring.  There  would  have  been  great  difficulty  in  getting 
them  out  in  case  of  fire.  As  regarded  the  third  course  siw- 
gested,  namely,  the  formation  of  a  committee  to  meet  the 
managers  of  the  insuranee  offices,  he  did  not  know  whether 
that  could  be  incorponted  in  the  resolution. 

The  Chairmam  observed  that  a  rider  had  just  been  handed 
in  for  that  purpose,  and  would  now  be  proposed. 

Mr.  Vjlbdxiy  said  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  olgeet  of 
the  societies  was  on  the  whole  a  reasonable  and  proper  one ; 
the  only  difficulty  was  how  to  carry  itoutin  sueh  a  manner  as 
to  do  joatiee  to  both  partiea,    Mr.  Bead  hadspoken  of  those 
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who  inrand  fiurly  tnd  thoM  who  did  not.  The  qneitioa 
■eemed  to  him  to  be  rather  one  of  detail  than  of  principle, 
and  he  woold,  therefore,  inopoie  the  following  as  a  riaer  to  the 
reiolation  of  Captain  Catlin :  "  That  a  oommittee  he  appointed 
to  confer  with  the  repreientatiTes  of  the  yarioui  oAom,  in 
order  to  arrive  at  lome  equitable  baiii  for  effsctlng  laeh 
inanranoes.** 

Mr.  BuDD,  in  lecondinff  this  rider,  eonenrred  in  the 
opinion  that  oonridering  ue  Tazying  circnmstanoei  of  the 
oonntry  it  was  imponibb  for  any  one  mle  to  he  appUoable  to 
the  whole.  He  thoaght  the  only  waj  in  which  a  nir  letile- 
ment  oonld  be  arrirM  a^  was  by  taking  into  account  Tarious 
local  intereeti,  and  in  his  opinion  that  object  would  be  best  at- 
tained as  suggested  by  Mr.  Walford,  by  means  of  a  local  oom- 
mittee for  each  oonn|5[* 

Mr.  MoRKisoN  nvest  Biding)  obeerred  that  if  the  offices 
did  not  meet  agricmtorists  fairly  it  would  still  be  open  to  them 
to  form  a  mataal  insurance  fund,  which  would  be  adTantage- 
ous  and  lucrative  because  the  farmers  would  join  to  a  man. 

Sir  G.  JxNKTKSON,  M.F.,  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
insurance  offices  had  pursued  a  ver^  arbitrarr  and  unfair 
course  towards  agriculturists  in  declaring  that  tney  would  not 
renew  their  policies  unless  they  insured  on  certain  terms  which 
were  now  laid  down  for  the  first  time.  His  idea  was  that  the 
offices  were  endeaTOuring  to  obtain  from  them  some  portion 
of  the  rerenue  which  had  been  recently  given  up  by  the  Go- 
vernment, and  in  his  opinion  if  they  wished  to  do  that  they 
should  first  have  invited  tne  representatives  of  affriculture  to 
meet  them.  He  knew  the  difficnltv  of  establisning  mutual 
offices ;  but  greater  difficulties  had  been  met,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  that  if  agriculturists  determined  to  form  a  co-operative 
insurance  office,  idl  difficulties  would  be  surmounted.  At  the 
same  time  he  did  not  believe  they  would  go  into  that  line  of 
business  unless  they  were  driven  to  it  bv  tne  arbitrary  conduct 
of  insurances  offices  (Hear,  hear),  ana  he  thought  that  as  a 
body  they  would  be  readv  to  accept  fair  and  reasonable  con- 
ditions. He  did  not  nnaertake  to  propose  his  resolution  in 
any  hostile  spirit  towards  the  offices,  out  simply  with  the  view 
of  ^ving  the  agricultural  class  an  opportunity  of  looking  after 
their  own  interests  and  obtaining  fiar  terms.  Insurance  com- 
panies had  no  doubt  suffered  f^i  loeses,  but  that  was  partly 
owing  to  the  careless  way  in  which  they  appointed  irresponsible 
agents  in  the  country  towns.  If  one  went  into  a  grocer's  or 
draper's  shop  in  a  small  village,  almost  the  first  thing  one  saw 
was  a  placanl  showing  that  the  owner  was  the  agent  of  an  in- 
surance office.  These  were  not  the  kind  of  persons  who  were 
acquainted  with  agricultural  business;  they  knew  nothing 
about  rotations  of  crops  or  the  value  of  stock  from  time  to 
time  i  aad  if  the  offices  had  appointed  agents  who  were  conver- 
sant with  farming  operations,  many  of  the  difficulties  which 
had  arisen  would  have  been  avoided. 

Col.  Wilson  TSuffolk)  believed  it  would  not  be  so  easy  to 
appoint  agents  who  were  conversant  with  the  details  of  farm- 
ing operations  as  Sir  George  Jenkinson  appeared  to  suppose. 
As  rc^^arded  the  hon.  baronet^s  supposition  that  the  object  of 
tbe  companies  was  to  benefit  by  the  remission  of  duty,  he 
might  observe  that  for  very  many  years  there  had  been  np 
dufy  on  farm  insurances.  It  seemed  to  him  that  too  much 
fuss  had  been  made  on  that  sulyect.  Mr.  Bead  admitted  that 
feirming  insurances  had  not  paid,  and  the  first  duty  of  the 
managers  of  the  different  offices  was  to  take  care  to  do  no 
business  that  would  not  pay.  It  was  the  tiying  to  force 
business  and  the  entering  on  business  of  an  unprofitable 
nature,  which  had  broueht  some  offices  into  such  an  unen- 
viable position.  As  to  the  idea  that  a  new  society  should  be 
establisned  for  farmers,  that  might  be  a  very  good  suggestion, 
but  all  he  could  say  was  that  he  should  be  very  sorry  to  join 
it.  He  did  not  believe  there  was  any  variance  of  interest  as 
between  the  offices  and  farmers — ^they  were  in  tbe  same  boat, 
and  he  felt  sure  that  if  the  offices  had  made  a  mistake  th^ 
would  bv  quite  willing  to  recti^  it. 

Mr.  Fell,  M.F.,  said  he  had  that  morning  called  at  one  of 
the  largest  Offices  in  London,  as  regarded  famung  insurance, 
and  having  been  invited  to  see  the  manager,  he  must  sav  that 
so  far  as  he  could  judge  from  what  he  heard  there  would  be 
no  indisposition  on  the  part  of  that  office  to  meet  a  com- 
mittee emanating  from  that  Chamber  (Hear,  hear).  His  own 
inswanoe  was,  he  might  remark,  based  on  favourable  terms, 
and  although  he  had  be^  ^Drti^nate  enough  never  to  have  a 
ptj  hf  ihoia4  b«  ^uite  wflUng  to  submit  to  pome  phimip.  Ed 


thonght  it  should  he  suggested  for  HiA  eoniddflrttioii  of  fhe 
insurance  offices  whether  it  would  not  be  simpler  to  mmn 
with  reference  to  the  number  of  acres  in  cropping  down  with 
reference  to  what  there  was  in  the  riok-yara.  There  were 
many^  persons  who  could  tdl  what  was  the  average  yidd  of  a 
certain  description  of  land  and  what  amount  of  piodvee  a 
man  might  be  expected  to  bring  to  his  rick-yard.  It  was 
pretty  well  known  what  number  of  aeres  a  frrmer  devoted  to 
com  crops,  and  if  there  were  any  matoial  change  in  that 
respect  a  statement  of  the  feet  might  be  made  essential  to  the 
vahdity  of  the  insurance.  He  thought  ttiat  throagfa  the 
adoption  of  some  such  principle  as  that  they  might  eome  to 
fair  and  equitable  terms  with  the  insurance  offioea,  alflioagh 
it  might  involve  a  higher  rate  of  premium. 

Mr.  NiiLD  objected  to  the  word  "other^  before  "offieos" 
in  the  resolution.  In  his  opinion  aU  offices  ought  to  be  indnded 
(Hear,  hear). 

Mr.  G.  B.  MtTHTZ  also  thongh^  tl.it  fh»  wnrd  "other* 
had  a  hostile  appearance,  and  snggcsted  the  sabsftitation  of  the 
word'^aU." 

Mr.  Bead,  M.P.,  would  prefer  the  words  "  non-aasodaied'* 
offices,  especially  as  they  had  the  terms  of  the  lanre  oiBees. 

Mr.  Walfohs  observed  that  nine  out  of  ten  of  the  offices 
were  associated,  but  there  were  8  or  10  respectahle  yoan^  offices 
which  had  been  excluded  from  what  was  called  the  tariff,  aad 
who  were  disposed  to  do  justice  to  farmers,  thinking  that  they 
had  not  been  fairly  treated. 

Mr.  Bead,  M  P.,  recommended  thai  the  leeolntion  aad  the 
proposed  rider,  should  be  dealt  with  as  separate  xest^otioBs, 
and  Mr.  G.  E.  Muntx,  and  Mr.  Yarden,  took  the  nmeview. 

After  some  discussion  this  course  was  followed,  and  in 
accordance  with  Mr.  Bead's  proposal,  the  resolution  of  Gspt 
Catlin  was  agreed  to  with  the  substitution  of  '*  non-aasodated" 
for  "  other*' before  the  word  "  offices." 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pell,  M.P.,  the  foUowi^  raoInftiaB 
was  adopted,  in  place  of  that  submitted  by  Mr.  Yarden,  the 
latter  gentleman  naving  seconded  it:  "That  a  oommittee  be 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  various  insnraooe  offices  as  to  the 
most  equitable  mode  of  insuring  farming  stock  and  pvodnee, 
and  that  the  committee  report  to  this  Council  the  leealt  of 
tiieir  proceedings.'' 


On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bead,  M.P.,  the  foUowingmtk 
were  appointed  to  form  the  Committee :  CoL  Tomline,  M.P. 
rSnffolk)  ;  Mr.  Fell,  M.P.  (Leicestershire) ;  Capt.  Ca^ia 
(Cambridgeshire);  Mr.  Jabes  Turner  (Northamptonshire); 
Mr.  G.  E.  Muntx  (Warwickshire)  ;  Mr.  Morrison  (Yorkshire); 
Mr.  C.  S.  Bead,  M.F.  (Norfolk) ;  Mr.  Yarden  (Woiceeter- 
shire) ;  Mr.  Walforo,  and  the  Secretary,  ex  qfleio- 

The  Chairkan  said  that  the  next  question  fixed  far  oob- 
sideration  was,  "  What  further  regulations  for  the  home  and 
foreign  cattle  trede  are  required  in  the  interest  of  prodaeen 
and  consumers  P** 

Mr.  T.  DncKHAM  moved  the  following  reaolntian :  "That 
tlie  thanks  of  this  Council  are  due  to  the  Bight  Hon.  W.  E. 
Forster,  M.F.,  for  the  prompt  manner  in  which  the  powen  of 
the  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Act  were  put  in  force  upon 
the  outbreak  of  cattle-plague  on  the  Continent ;  but  that  the 
interests  of  both  producers  and  consumers  demand  that  regula- 
tions for  water-side  slaughter  should  be  permanently  extraded 
to  all  imported  fat  animals,  with  quarantine  for  store  stod:." 
With  regud  to  the  latter  part  of  the  resolution,  he  observed 
that  there  had  been  great  laxity  hitherto  in  carrying  out  the 
objects  of  the  Act,  and  that  it  was  absolutely  neccsaaiy  that 
farmers  should  be  better  protected. 

Mr.  G.  Maktin  (of  the  Lincolnshire  Chamber),  who  se- 
conded the  resolution,  read  the  following  paragraph,  which 
had  appeared  in  the  Times  about  ten  days  ago :  **  Trade  of 
the  Foit  of  Grimsby. — Thirteen  large  steamers  have  been  run- 
ning weekly  to  and  fro  to  the  ports  of  Hamburgh,  IMeppe, 
BoUerdam,  and  others  to  Antwerp,  to  Biga,  and  Cronstadt, 
and  the  Black  Sea.  There  has  been  a  Uu^  passenger  traffic 
carried  on,  through  from  the  Continent,  e»  route  rta  GrimabT 
and  LiveTix>ol,  to  New  Tork.    The  importation  of  sheep  ana 

Sigs,  calves  and  beasts,  from  Hamburgh  has  lareely  increased 
nring  tbe  past  year,  and  notwithstanding  the  orden  issued  by 
the  Privy  Council  for  their  slaughter  at  tne  landing-^aoe  thev 
are  sent,  the  steamship  *  Grimsby*  brinslng  in  on  niday  31 
sheep  and  60  cattle."  Mr.  Martin  stated  that  the  LtocolAskin 
Chamber  ha4  at  once  institated  in  i»q|U7  M  to  ho^  te  % 
dangerous  }mjK»Ttatlon  ir^t  bemg'c«wa  7f\iMmiMgf,  D| 
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nrr  ottba  Gaitna  GhiailMr  kera  read  a  oommiimeatioii  which 

loeolaihinGharahar.ufiiUowB:-. 

"  linodliiihire  C!hAmb«r  of  Agrienltiira, 

ur^       «.   "8t.Beiiedict^quare,Linooln,NoT.7, 1870. 

"Dear  air,— I  lend  yoa  on  tiie  third  and  fourth  pagea 
eopMof  Iciten  reoeiTed  ttom  the  town  derk  and sapennten- 
daatorixdioeiitGrinuby.  The  paragraph  brought  under  the 
notice  rf  oor  Chamber  has  been  nuranderstood,  but  it  appean 
to  me  that  the  remoyal  of  ptga  (as  coming  oTcr  in  the  same 
vcMd  aa  cattle)  into  the  connty  alive  mnat  be  attended  with 
eoBadenble  danger.  Yonr  note  dated  the  4tb  did  not  reach 
ne  m^  thu  morning.  The  envelope  bears  the  Long  Sutton 
and  Wubeach  poat-marka  of  the  6th,  and  Lincoln  of  the  7th. 
-loon  truly,  "  S.  Urroa,  Secretary." 

[Copt.] 

uTv^  c      «..   w        "  Great  Grimaby,  Nov.  8, 1870. 

"  l^w  Sir,— The  Mayor  has  desired  me  to  reply  to  your 
note  of  the  S9th  ult.,  containing  pangraph  from  the  2uu» 
"**2»PW-  We  have  a  large  skoghter-honse  on  the  dock 
works,  and  all  cattle  from  suspected  countiies  are  slaughtered 
ttoe,  and  the  skins  disinfected.  1  think  yon  have  misunder- 
nood  the  paragraph.  It  meana  that  the  trade  has  not  de- 
owaed  m  Grima^  notwithstanding  that  all  cattle  are  aUugh- 
tend  on  their  arrival  from  foreign  parts.  Our  inspector  is 
very  strict,  and  so  are  the  customs  authorities  at  this  port— 
loon  taUy.  «  w.  Grawoe,  Town  Clfk," 

"S.  Upton,  Esq.** 

[Copt.] 
*  linoolnahire  Conitabnlaiy,  Nov.  8, 1870, 

ttiff    o       ._x    :.    .*,  "Grimsl^  Station. 

Mr.  Superintendent  Hartyn, 

"Sir,— In  answer  to  yours,  respecting  the  imporUtion  of 
foreign  cattle  into  Grimaby,  I  bes  to  state  that  the  regulations 
la  foree  atthe  docks  are,  that  all  cattle  coming  from  foreign 
wantries  are  sUnghtered  at  the  slaughter-house  provided  on 
the  docks,  none  being  allowed  to  be  taken  from  the  docks 
ahv^  The  hides  are  branded  and  disinfected  by  the  inspector, 
Mr.  Wentworth,  V  J8.  The  same  regulations  apply  to  sheep, 
bat p^ean  betaken  away  aUve,  and  a  great  many  are  sentto 
Manchester,  Sheffield,  ftc.  I  cannot  hear  of  any  cattle  or  sheep 
leavmg  the  docks  alive  during  the  hut  fortnight.— I  am,  sir, 
yoor  most  obedient  servant,  '*  A.  Kichsalk,  Supt." 

Mr.  GiHOi  AvDUwa,  in  supporting  itw  suggested  the  in- 
wrtum  of  tha  word  ** effective'*  instead  of  "the  present"  be- 
fore ■'regulations.*'  It  was  absurd  to  have  a  restriction  in 
London  and  not  make  it  e^y  applicable  to  all  other  porta, 
rbe;  aU  knew  that  cattle-plagne  was  as  readily  conveyed  by  an 
udividnal  who  had  come  in  contact  with  cattle  affected  as  by 
the  eatde  thoiaelves.  and  nnleas  the  regdations  were  made 
IbonMighly  effsetive  thqy  wodd  still  be  subject  to  the  evil.  Ue 
would  therefore  propoaetoadd  to  the  resolution :  **  And  that 
the  ragnktions  should  be  appUed  with  the  least  possible  deky 
at  evervDort  at  which  fomni  animals  are  admitted.- 

Mr.  Muirn  deprecated  the  addition  as  needleas  if  the  word 
"  effective  **  were  adopted. 

The  resolution  was  ultimately  adopted  with  the  altention 
and  edition  suggested  by  Mr.  Genge  Andrews. 

Mr.  BiHirsTT  moved  the  foUowing :  **  This  Conneil  ex- 
pwaes  a  hope  that  Iter  Miyes^*s  Government  will  not  hesitate 
to  adhere  to  and  support  the  provisions  of  the  Contagioua  Dis- 
eases (Animals)  Act.  with  reference  to  the  eateblishmentofa 
pBrmaaeat  Metropolitan  iforeign  Cattle  Market,  and  trusta 
that  wha  such  mari[et  has  been  opened  the  present  restrie- 
tm  against  the  removal  of  cattle  from  the  metropolitan  area 
will  be  rescinded." 

Mr.  DiauoN,  in  seconding  the  resolution,  dwelt  on  the  dis- 
•dvantages  to  which  fiurmen  residing  north  of  London  are  ex- 
posed  bv  having  their  finest  animals  exduded  ftt>m  such  phees 
as  Brisfaton,  ^stings,  Maidstone,  and  Canterbury. 

Mr.lLiAD,  M.P.,  remarked  that  the  Norfolk  grazien  com- 
pained  not  merely  of  their  eadusion  from  southern  markets, 

out  also  af  tk*  MvAMMAn.  -^ ^..;i^  V.  _:i *._ 


-.-.  -^^....^  having  been  adopted, 

lur.  T.  Wuxsoir  moved  the  following:  «Thia  Council 
would  direot  special  attention  to  the  exorbSant  chargea  of  the 
nuway  eonpanies  for  the  oooTeywiee  of  deikl  meat»  and  tmeto 


that  by  a  reaaonaUo  reviaion  of  their  tariff  they  will  fadlitato 
the  supply  of  meat  to  popnlons  districta.'*  That  was,  he  ob- 
served, a  question  which  eoncerned  oousumen  as  well  as  pro- 
ducers, and  the  inhabitants  of  Torkshire,  Lancashire,  and 
other  large  oonsuminff  districts,  had  great  cause  to  oomplaiiu 
For  the  conveyance  of  dead  meat  from  Leicester  to  London 
the  lAudon  and  North-Westem  and  the  Midland  Companiea 
charged  four  times  as  much  as  they  charged  for  carrying  live 
meat»  although  the  risk  was  leas. 

Mr.  BxAO,  M.F.,  in  seconding  the  resolution,  said  he 
thought  that  all  who  took  an  interest  in  the  wel£ue  of  hurge 
towna  must  desire  to  see  a  Urge  development  of  the  dead  meat 
trade.  It  was  impossible  to  understand  the  varying  ntes 
charged  by  tha  railway  companies.  From  Liverpool  to  Lon- 
don—a distance  of  214  miles— the  charge  made  for  conveying 
dead  meat  was  2s.  6d.  per  cwt,  while  from  Grantham— a  dis- 
tance of  only  111  miles— the  charse  was  exactly  the  same. 
Again,  from  Berwick  to  London,  the  distance  being  887  miles, 
the  charge  was  Ss.  per  cwt ;  while  from  Sleaford,  on^  116  miles, 
it  was  2s.  lOd.  He  really  thought  that  railway  companies  re- 
quired to  be  associated  in  the  same  way  as  fire  insurance 
offices — he  meant,  of  course,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
charging  more,  but  if  possible  charging  less  and  equalis- 
ing their  ntes  (Htar,  hear).  Everybody  knew  that  there 
was  a  greater  amount  of  risk  and  trouble  in  convey- 
ing dead  meat  than  live  animals,  especially  as  the 
railway  companies  invariably  deUvered  the  dead  meat  in  the 
metropolitan  market :  whereas  live  animals,  generally  speak- 
ing, delivered  themselves.  He  felt  quite  sura  there  woiud  be 
a  much  Urger  development  of  the  dnd-meat  trade  if  railway 
oompanies  were  more  reasonable  in  their  charges  (Hear,  hear). 
One  of  the  increasing  tendencies  of  the  preaent  day  was  the 
sendiuff  of  large  quantities  of  dead  meat  to  the  great  towns. 

A  Membib  observed  that  for  eight  months  of  the  year 
Aberdeenshire  sent  about  2,000  carcasses  a-week  to  London, 
and  only  about  600  live  animals.  The  former  were  delivered 
at  8s.  8d.  per  cwt. :  while  the  charge  for  live  animals  was  only 
26s.  per  need.  Thus,  assuming  the  average  weight  to  m 
7  cwt.,  the  charges  for  live  ana  dead  meat  were  about  the 
same,  the  differenee  being  rather  in  favour  of  live  meat. 
Several  carcasses  might  m  plaaed  in  the  space  occupied  by 
one  live  animal 

The    Chaumah    remarked  that  some  one  else  ought, 
perhaps,  to  have  been  placed  in  the  chair  before  that  resolu- 
lon  was  submitted,  as  ne  himself  happened  to  be  a  nilw 
tireetor  (laughter).    He  concurred,  however,  in  ita  purport. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

The  foUowing  resolution  was  afterwards  proposed  by  Mr. 
T.  Duckham,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  HewiU :  '<  That,  owing  to 
the  hue  manner  in  which  the  Conta^ons  Diseases  Act  is  being 
carried  out,  great  hMses  are  accruing  to  the  stoek-ownen  of 
variouB  parte  of  the  kingdom ;  and  that,  therelbre,  the  local 
authorities  should  be  ur^  ri^dly  to  enforce  ita  provisions.** 

After  a  short  discussion,  in  which  the  resolution  waa  ob- 
jected to  as  needlessly  imploring  a  censure  upon  the  authorities, 
and,  also,  because  the  meeting  had  beoome  very  thin,  the  re- 
eolutiott  was  withdnwn. 

A  vote  of  thanks  waa  given  to  the  Chairman,  and  the  meeting 
separated. 

THE    CBNTBAL    AND    THE    LOCAL 
OHAMBEBS  OF  AGBICULTUBE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Shropshire  Chamber  of  Agriculture 
on  the  same  evening,  Mr.  Bowen  Jones,  vice-praidimt,  in  the 
chair,  the  subjoined  recommendations  were  unanimously  agreed 
to :  *'That  this  committee,  while  fully  recogniaing  the  deserts 
of  the  Central  Chamber,  and  admitting  its  part  action  to  have 
entitled  it  to  the  support  of  agriculturists,  eonsiden  that  its 
organisation  lacks  the  amount  of  representative  force  that 
should  belong  to  the  central  exponent  of  agrionltoral  views, 
and  without  at  the  present  time  being  prepared  to  recommend 
an  entirely  repreaentative  association  to  act  as  the  monthpieco 
of  ohamben,  is  of  opinion  that  the  Council  of  the  Central 
Chamber  of  Agriculture  in  London  shouU  be  appointed  at  an 
annual  meeting,  including  deputed  representatives  from  pro- 
vincial chambors,  and  should  consist  of  a  limited  number  of 
membera  appointed  from  ita  own  bodv,  togitther  with  one  repre« 
sentative  from  each  of  the  affiliated  ehamben,  with  the  addi* 
tion  of  other  deputies  appointed  on  the  basis  of  numerical 
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npnientetion  and  an  «qiiiya]«Dt  payaaat  That  in  ordar  to 
carry  oat  thii  tmv  aaoh  ohamber  and  anoeiation  ihall  alaol 
one  permanent  reproMntatlf  e  for  the  enioing  year  for  iooh 
porpoae.**  **That  in  order  to  inoreaie  greater  nnanimitjr  ^ 
action,  and  to  diifnae  information  more  widely,  the  Tariou 
looal  cbamben  ihocdd  without  fiul  dietribnte  all  reporta  of  die* 
oueions  and  other  matter  obtained  throogh  their  oiganization 
to  each  of  the  provincial  ehamben  ettahliflhed  as  well  as  to 
the  Central  Chamber.**  *<  That  the  Central  Chamber  ihonld 
publish  its  reporta  in  pamphlet  form,  lo  at  to  be  added  to 
annual  renorti  of  local  cbamben,  and  that  all  Farliamentaiy 
billa  Bhoold  be  forwarded  without  being  lent  for,  a  ohazge 
beiuff  prcTionaly  agreed  upon.*' 

The  following  letter  hat  also  beenaddrened  to  the  ieoreUu7 
of  the  Central  Chamber  of  Agricnltare : 

Sin,— Again  the  Central  Chamber  has  met  on  the  nlject 
of  "  Securing  greater  unanimity  of  action  between  the  Central 
and  proTincuu  chambers,'*  and  again  it  has  a4ionnied  the 
qneition.  Your  remarks  implring  that  such  postponement 
was  a  oonsequence  caused  bj  the  absence  of  delegated  mem- 
bers are  not  dear,  as  certainly  those  chambers  that  had  sent 
resolutions  on  the  sulgeet  were  present  by  their  resolutions. 
The  subject  is  a  delicate  one,  as  although  some  chambers  may 
deem  an  association  of  chambers  indispensable,  yet  they  cannot 
foel  at  liberty  to  urge  the  Central  to  dissolTe  and  allow  its 
position  to  be  taken  up  by  an  association  of  chambers.  The 
grounds  on  which  the  Iu»rth  of  England  Chamber  founded 
tiieir  resolutions  were  folly  stated  in  their  discussion;  you 
we  the  judge  of  whether  your  readers  cared  to  know  them, 
and  they  did  not  appear  in  yoor  columns.  The  cost  of  attend- 
ing at  the  Central  meeting,  to  repeat  them,  would  have  been 
at  least  £4,  and  this  would  have  oeen  to  again  incur  at  the 
two  a4joumments  that  have  taken  place,  and  at  ereiy  future 
a^oumment.  Nothing  could  more  fully  illostrate  the  neces- 
si^  of  an  associated  chamber  which  Would  not  call  a  meeting 
on  a  sul^ect  until  reader  to  discuss  it,  end  then  at  one  and  the 
same  time  dispoae  of  it.  The  present  anomalous  position  of 
the  Central  Cnnmber  may  be  no  barrier  to  its  independent 
acts  I  but  some  who  do  not  know  its  exact  position  may  be 
misled  by  supposing  it  to  represent  the  opinions  of  the  pro- 
vincial cnamoers.  Many  of  its  most  prominent  acts  have  been 
totally  at  variance  with  tiie  resolutions  of  the  North  of  Eng- 
land Chamber.  I  may  instance  the  deputation  to  the  first 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  suggestion  of  an  **  income-tax 
rate"  for  poor-rate  purposes,  instead  of  the  present  basis  of 
**the  ability  of  a  parish  ;*'  the  delegation  of  a  portion  of  its 
duties  to  a  Local  Taxation  CommitiBe,  which  committee  sets 

Sup  its  independence.  coUeotinir  separate  fonds,  inning  pam- 
ilets,  and  further  diverging  from  chamber  action  by  a  letter 
the  courts  of  quarter  sessions,  and  which  act  assumes  either 
that  the  members  of  sessions  are  not  members  of  chambers  of 
agricolture,  or  that  the  qaestion  of  local  rates  is  fitter  matter 
for  a  court  of  sessions  than  a  ohamber  of  agriculture.  The 
ratepayers  cannot  be  benefited  by  any  mediators  intervening 
between  them  and  Parliament  save  their  duly  constituted  repre- 
sentatives, and  all  the  machinery  neoessaij  is  the  united  action 
of  the  ratepayers  themselTes.  The  principal  objects  for  which 
chambers  were  formed  were  to  discuss  ana  set  forth  by  resolu- 
tions the  present  faulty  manner  in  which  local  rates  were  as- 
sessed, and  how  they  might  and  ought  to  be  adjusted.  An 
association  of  chambers  is  necessary  on  some  questions  to 
reconcile  and  combine  the  various  resolutions  of  the  provincial 
chambers  in  one  general  resolution,  in  order  that  the  approach 
to  Parliament  be  in  a  united  and  common-wod  form.  The 
present  members  of  the  Central  Chamber  may  or  may  not  be 
willing  to  alter  its  constitution  so  as  to  become  an  associated 
chamber.  Tne  question  has  been  fairly  and  courteously  put  to 
them,  and  their  reply  is  looked  forward  to  with  much  uterest. 
Yours.  4c.,  Thomas  Lawbon. 
Ztmgfkwit  OroMffe,  Morpeth. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  the  County  of  Devon  Central 
Chamber  of  Agriculture,  the  president  (Mr.  C.  J.  Wade)  said 
the  most  important  business  for  discussion  was,  the  want 
of  combination  existing  between  the  local  Chambers  and  the 
central  Chamber  in  London.  He  did  not  think  the  ques- 
tions discussed  and  the  importance  of  the  local  resolutions 
patted  at  their  meetings  were  fairly  met,  and  taken  sufficient 
notice  of  by  the  Centeal  Chamber,  h?  thought  they  were 
f^mairhatshut  9at  intheooldj  indeed,  he  hunaelf  lid  not 


s: 


mat  with  the  eourtaiy  ha  wpaated  what  wawtiig  hi— if  ti 
oObt  opinion  on  tha  working  of  tfaa  low  ChaahffiiBal  te 
wished  the  gentlemen  now  present  wonU  sahoadyeaMiii 
tiie  question,  and,  Iqr  the  aid  of  a  resoUtifln  or  soais  otkr 
metiiod,  endeavonr  to  aflfeet  a  most  cordial  cmentioa  betvees 
the  parent  institution  and  the  branches.  Then  were  poisb 
of  local  disensnon,  such  aa  polioe  rates,  tompika  toDi,  ad 
other  matlen  wluoh  they  were  celled  i^on  to  uin, 
which  received  no  characteristic  response,  vhea  tkoa 
luestions  wen  sent  up  for  discussion  at  the  Centzsl  Boui 
ie  spoke  of  the  necessity  of  having  nn-toUedrosds  for  tbs 
transmission  of  fiircea  and  war  material,  sad  thoogfat  it 
should  be  provided  either  br  contribution  or  otherwiw^  oit 
of  the  naticmal  fonds;  he  had  soma  eOmmunioatioa  with  tin 
Seorrtaiy  on  these  subjects,  and  he  thou^  tba  Cenlnl 
Chamber  should  be  in  more  direct  connection  wi&  the  kml 
chambers. 

Mr.  Stooki  said  there  were  65  local  ehanben,  sad  thm 
was  no  unanimity  of  action,  fax  it  required  a  gouiei  a>yw 
to  be  constituted  a  member  of  the  Central  ChanMr,  sad  ereu 
ti^en  his  opinion  was  crippled  in  discnasiott.  Hs  thooglit  the 
chamber  should  be  a  representative  one,  as  yet  obIt  Its  or  odb- 
tenth  had  followed  in  tne  same  opinion,  and  he  deeaied  it  ii»> 
oessary  theloosl  chamber  should  be  ona  andall  umuuffloai  ob 
this  question. 

Mr.  CuxD  proposed  the  following  resolutioa,  wludivii 
seconded  by  Mr.  Stooke,  **  That  in  the  opinion  of  thii  eiiuiba 
eveiy  local  chamber  should  have  power  to  send  ddegita  to 
the  cental  chamber  meetings,  and  that  they  should  have  awe 
position  as  those  who  are  memben  of  the  oentrsi  dumber  is 
discussion  and  voting,  both  in  the  genertlneetiag  sodaleoia 
oounciL" 

The  SxcuTA&T  called  attention  to  the  resigaatkaoflb* 
Wade,  as  president,  circumstances  oaUing  him  away. 

HT7N0ERF0ED  CHAMBER  OF  AOBICULTCBE.- 
The  fears  entertained  by  some  peraons  that  the  aboye  aeioea- 
tion  would  soon  cease  ta  exist,  are  now  entiidy  dwi^sted,  the 
meeting  held  at  the  Bear  Hotel  on  Wednesday  ereniag  beiu 
one  of  the  most  successfol  remembered  in  connectioB  witk  tbi 
Club.  The  attendance  proved  larger  than  it  hsi  been  os  » 
veral  occasions  lately,  while  the  able  paper  resd  wu  io^"» 
by  a  discussion  of  an  animated  and  interesting  diarscter.  Tu 
subject  was  Steam  Cultivation,  introduced  in  a  tut  pnnai 
manner  by  Mr.  Cottrell,  steam  plough  proprietor,  of  Cbimbia- 
street,  Hungerford,  whose  paper  was  limned  to  with  mach 
interest.  Mr.T.  Chandler  congratulated  the  memben  nf® 
the  character  of  the  present  meeting,  which  gave  hopei  that  the 
Chamber  had  been  thoroughly  resnadtated.— itoafey  Mtnuti* 


D0XJBLB.PUKBOW  PLOUGH  w.  SINOLE-FUBEOW 
PLOUGH.— A  match  took  phwe  at  Tsiporiqr,  betvea  i 
double-furrow  plough,  manulhdbared  by  Corbett  of  fihnvAsry, 
anda  singlejnrrow  pbugh,  by  Mr.Sheanof  fiddidMry.for^ 
a-side.  The  two-forraw,  according  to  agrsement,wai  to  skn^b 
more  than  double  the  quantity  of  land  to  the  eistle-nnov 
plouffh,  and  this  was  done  easuy.  When  the  gitnmd  wu  net- 
sued,  it  was  shown  that  the  two-fhrrow  had  plotgbed 
2a. Or.  19p.,  and  had  104  Airrows  to  every  83  feet;  wbiktbe 
single-funow  had  done  la.  Ir.  17p.,  bnt  only  had  Mfarrovi 
to  every  83  flBct  The  dynamometer  was  pat  to  the  two^hnot 
I,  and  registered  to  be  only  6c.  S81bs.indrsa|ht  n» 
was,  (^  course,  in  fovonr  of  the  doaUe-fenov  pkogb 


THE  UOUBLE-FURKOW  PLOUGH  TRIALS  Al 
ALK)BD.->ThesetrialstookplaoeonFriday,Nov.l2.  kmagj 
the  entries  were— Kansome,  Ipswich ;  Hosrard,  Bsdfoid ;  M 
Bothwell;  Cooke,  lincohi ;  andonaoffowiai'sKrisPlMsbk 
The  land,  which  wm  vary  heavy,  was  in  a  terrih^  ftiokj  tsA 
wet  state,  owing  to  the  heavy  rains  and  tha  frost  of  thtps^ 
vbus  night  At  the  oondnsion  of  the  trials  the  fint  pa>« 
£10  for  the  best  general  pniposa  double-farmv  ploegb,  ■> 
regard  being  had  to  lightness  of  draught,  eeasb  sad  eioossv" 
mmnflMitiAnt  strength  and  simpUoM^  of  eoaMia^na,  •"* 
lesars.  Bansome^  and  tha  laeond  ama  ^<fj" 
rd.  Thejudgaaware^-JbyorQfaattB^Sgf^' 


management^ 
awarded  to  MesarsT 

Messrs.  Howard.  "^^ .  .„. 

Mr.  Halmalqr,  NottingfiS;  2  and  M^TJEiiM  Martb,  of 
fleet.    Aa  at  the  Petffboroaghtriala,  tha  avrieoi  of  Mr.  01 
Anws,CJB.,waw  engaged  t»aaiiy  Pit  tha  dyiniaiii^nwJliw> 
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.  THE  DISSASBS  OF  STOCK. 

TIm  foUoving  CirBBltt  hai  been  laiiad  t 

Pii?7  Comioa  OOee  (Veteriaaiy  Deptttment), 
PrmoM  itrBfltj  Wwtniinitg,  otWf 

NoTttnlwr,  1870. 
Sib,-- I  kif»  tke  iMnoiir  to  eadow  a  tapf  of  tlie  ^orm  of 
Bfltnm  for  Fooi-mtd-moM  dUease  nismi  to  in  tfao  Oite  of 
CcNuuaofaUk  November,  1870,  ind  am  diiMtod  I7  tfao  Loidi 
oftliaOmieil  to  infeni  yoa  tluit  they  utioipate  that,  nate 
tba  new  ananfemontiv  tha  amoont  of  ant&M  hitherto 
iaoarrad  by  the  Local  Anthoritiee  in  fnnuthing  the  in- 
formation  reqaired  hj  their  Lordahipe  will  be  ooosiderablj 


I  am  alio  diieeted  to  call  the  atfes&tioiL  of  jour  Local 
Aothority  to  the  eireamffeuiee  that  Cattle  Plagoe  or  Binder- 
Dott,  the  dieeaae  froa  which  thia  country  nLlmd  10  mueh  in 
1866<4,  now  praraili  more  or  Ima  eiteniiTely  in  franee  and 
North  and  SoathQermany. 


Their  Loriahi^  have  taken  meaiurM  to  nard  againit  ttt 
intvodnetion  hj  imported  anioiali ;  but  aa  it  it  pomUe  that 
the  diaeaee  might  be  broaght  in  by  human  beingt,  or  by  any 
means  capable  of  traniportinff  rery  minnte  pvtictec  of  the 
contagions  matter,  it  it  eipeSallT  neoenair,  at  the  precent 
momsBt,  that  the  Lispecton  of  tne  Local  Authorities  ihonld 
be  on  tlM  alert. 

The  detection  of  thii  diieaie  reqmies  epedal  proliBnional 
knowledge,  and  as  it  appean  that  eome  of  the  Local  Aathori- 
ties  haie  qipointad  tlw  Local  Poliee  and  other  non-proibe- 
iional  persons  es  Inspeeton  under  the  Contagions  Diseaies 
(AnimsU)  AeL  1869,  the  Lords  of  the  Council  trust  that  loeh 
Inspeeton  will  not,  in  anr  district  be  left  witiioot  profes- 
nonal  aasiitancs,  bat  that  the  Local  Anthoritiee  will  aalhoiise 
them,  in  any  case,  where  there  ia  a  donbt  ai  to  the  natore  of 
a  disease,  forthwith  to  call  in  a  profeerional  Lupeetor. 

Their  lordships  feel  that  th^  cannot  too  strongly  imprem 
npon  the  Local  AnthoritiM  the  argent  necemity  for  the  most 
carafnl  attention  to  the  abore-mentumed  point,  and  they  trust 
thatv  in  consequence  of  the  deersase  in  the  duties  of  the  pro- 
fossional  Lispectofs  with  regard  to  the  Betoms  reUting  to 
loot-and'rmouth  disease,  they  will  be  instmeted  to  gire  in- 
creased attention  to  the  other  contagious  and  infections  dis- 
eases of  animals,  and  more  especii^  to  thoee  diseases  which 
have  any  rBsembUnoe  to  Cattle  Plague,  or  conoeming  the 
natue  of  which  there  appean  to  be  any  doubk 
I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

AUDUimiA  WiLLXAKS, 

Baontaiyt 


THE  NEW  POESST.— A  Pariiamentaiy  notice  has  been 
issued  by  the  Hon.  J.  K.  Howard,  Commissioner  of  Wood, 
Poreet,  and  Land  Revenues.  It  announces  that  application 
will  be  made  to  Parliament  in  the  Session  of  1871  for  an  Act 
having  for  its  olgeet—fint  the  repeal  or  amendhig  of  certain 
Ads  rehiting  in  whole  or  in  part  to  tlm  New  Pjrest ;  second, 
the  abolishing  forestal  oficee  in  or  over  the  same  forest,  and 
mskinc  coomensatfon  to  the  holden  of  such  ofllcee ;  the  divi- 
sion of  the  ioiest,  or  some  part  or  parts  thereol^  into  parishes 
or  ecdesiaiitioal  districts,  tne  altention  of  the  bonnmmee  of 
oisting  parishes  and  ecclesiastical  districts,  and  the  making 
of  allotment  for  churches,  schooU,  or  other  purposes :  the 
ascertainment  of  the  value  of  the  rights  of  her  Migesty  in  the 
forest  or  some  parts  thereof,  and  of  certain  rights  of  com- 
monen :  the  making  of  allotments  of  part  or  parts  of  the 
forest,  or  of  other  compensation  in  satisnctionof  such  rights : 
certain  elteratkms  of  rights  of  wajr ;  the  coniirmation  ana 
carrjfing  ont  of  the  regisfeer  of  deeision  or  award  of  the  com- 
missionen  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  lights  of  oommon 
New  Porsit  under  certain  Acta  whidi  are 
,  the  authorisisg  of  the  appUoation  to  the  par- 
of  the  Act  of  the  balance  of  purchase  money 
by  the  Crown  from  the  Southampton  aoa 
■ter  Eailway  Company  for  land  taken  by 
theminthePorest;  the  aatiiorising  the  commission  or  00m- 
missioBS  to  be  appointed  under  the  Act  to  sell  part  or  parts  of 
the  foreet,  and  to  applv  the  purehase-monej  to  the  pqrpeeas  of 
the  AiBt;  thiid,  tw  diMffntititioa  of  the  foroit  in  lonw  part 


in    the 


orparts  thereof;  fourth,  the  appointment  of  a  Oommlarion  or 
Commissions  for  eflbcting  all  or  some  of  these  contemplated 
olQeda,  with  all  neoessaiy  powen ;  and  flfth,  the  variation  or 
extingaishment  of  all  rignta,  powers,  and  privileges  whioh 
would  interfere  with  ai^  of  its  otgeot^  with  power  to  oo^for 
others  in  lieu  tiunofi 


SALB  OFldEB.  OOX'S  SHOBTHOBN  EBBS, 

AT  BBAILSPOED  HALLi  DSABI, 

ON  WEDNESDAY,  Nor.  9. 

BT     XS,     JORV     THOKVTOir. 

Any  one  who  haa  eaen  the  herd  of  vearling  bulls  at  tho 
spring  fein  in  Derby  mtst  have  noticed  the  want  of  blood  and 
chaneter  in  the  general  stock  of  the  county.  Sir  John  Crewe 
and  Mr.  Chandos  Pole  Gell  both  introduced  some  pedigree 
cattle  into  the  district,  and  Mr.  Cox  also  brought  a  fev  to 
Brailsford,  between  Derby  and  Ashbourne,  folly  twenty  yesn 
since.  He  took  his  cue  iW>m  Mr.  Parkinson,  end  Mr.  Booth, 
of  Cotham,  and  visited  Kirklevington,  in  the  Spencer  period, 
when  that  "bve  of  the  Shortiiom  was  impUnted  in  hie 
boeom,*'  while  es  he  said  it  at  the  laneheon,  "ho 
should  like  to  see  implanted  in  others.**  Eicht  yean  ago 
his  smaU  holdiog  became  oventocked,  and  alocsIlLrm  dispersed 
his  Shorthorns  and  general  stocky  even  to  the  dairy  utensilB. 
But  he  wu  in  the  next  year  again,  and  bought  old  Harmony,  of 
pure  Bates' blood,  and  Sir  Chas.Kaightley's  Wheedle  calf  br 
Second  Grand  D^  of  Oxford  (17996)  at  Mr.  Leeke's  sale. 
These,  with  one  or  two  private  purchases,  were  the  beginning 
of  the  prseent  herd.  A  long  absence  from  home  left  the  stooE 
in  the  bailiiPs  hands;  and,  with  the  county  belief  strong 
within  him,  the  man  used  an  unpedigreed  bnlL  to  the  die- 
gust  of  his  nmster  and  iiguzy  of  the  stock.  Mr.  Clayden^ 
sale  in  1868  supplied  a  couple  of  good  cows,  Sun^ine  and 
DaphncL  and  with  one  or  two  other  purchases  the  herd  out* 
grew  the  place.  We  had  undentood  that  the  s^  wu 
to  have  been  in  the  spring,  but  was  postponed  until  autumn ; 
and  when  autumn  came,  the  dry  summer  and  foot-and-mouth 
had  done  sneh  mischief,  the  sale  was  put  oif  again  until  Lord 
Mayor's  Day.  Portunately,  the  day,  out  of  town 
at  leasts  turned  out  veiy  bright,  althongh  it  wae 
veiy  misty  in  the  morning,  and  by  noon  a  good 
company  had  assembled.  Theee  Mr.H.  Chandos  Pole  QeU 
and  Mr.  Cox  entertained  in  the  commodious  coeoh-houaa 
with  a  capital  lunch  and  champa^e.  After  tiie  customary 
toasts,  of  which  Mr.  Cox  deliverea  himself  with  much  humour, 
the  company  adjourned  to  the  ring.  Although  the  sale  was, 
as  the  auctioneer  said, "  out  of  season,"  and  the  stock  not  in 
that  condition  they  might  under  more  fovourable  circumatanecf 
have  beeiL  yet  the  company  seemed  to  bid  well,  and  there  wu 
good  local  competition.  Mr.  Qayden's  Daphne,  a  flne  cow, 
newly  calved,  and  with  sn  enormou  udder,  wu  put  in  bv  u 
dairyman  at 80n.,  and  Mr.  George  Sanday  bid  for  her,  out 


she  went  to  Ceptain  Aveling  at  85  gs.  Sarah  Ann,  of 
the  Osbcrton  Seraph  tribe,  and  the  property  of  Mr.  BlackweU 
had  been  walked  from  a  distance,  and  looked  stale,  so  she  went 
cheap  to  Mr.  Arthur  Garfit,  who  also  bought  Wedlock  out  of 
Wheedle,  low  in  condition  and  cheap  enough  at  60  gs.  Her 
daughter,  by  Mr.  Terr's  Grand  Manhal,  was  one  of  the  beet 
animals  in  the  sale ;  and  brought  out  among  an  aristoeratie 
company  she  would  have  fetched  double  the  63  gs.  Mr.  Curtier 
gave  for  her.  Maria  lltii  (88  gs.)  and  Maria  14th  (M  jbs.), 
both  bred  at  Cotham,  went  to  the  Bev.  Mr.  Wileon, 
in  Shropshire  j  and  Mr.  John  Norwood,  of  Newark,  took 
Statera  at  89  gs.,  and  Harmony  4th,  a  good  roan  heifer,  at  84gs. 
Adeline  made  46n.,  to  Mr.  Williams ;  and  the  Harmony 
oows,  bad](y  crossed;  went  only  at  low  prices,  two  making  94gs. 


The  buU  calves,  sold  after  their  dams,  went  off  remarkably 
welL  Juliu  making  SSgs.,  and  Bismarck  Slga.  1 
whilst  the  competition  for  the  eitru  stook,  with  a  arose  or 
two  of  blood,  drew  grwt  spirit  out  of  the  men  of  the  dietrietk 
and  two  of  them  fought  over  a  foie  roan  in*calf  heifer  up  to 
ilgSn  and  the  othenwent  19  to  SSgs.  and  27gs.  each.  Al- 
together the  sale  wu  considered  a  success,  with  a  sum  total  of 
about  41 ,866  8s.  6d.,  or  an  average  of  £26  8s.  7d.  for  the  herd 
of  forty  head,  the  cowa  and  heifeis  averaging  witUn  u  foir 
ihiUingaof/edOeMhv  ^, . 
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CALENDAR    OF    AGRICULTURE. 


In  fresh  wetther  plough  itahblet  for  wheat  fcllowi  in 
the  first  place,  in  order  tiiat  the  stiifest  soils  mf  y  ha?e  the 
benefit  of  exposure  to  the  atmosjpherio  changes,  which,  by 
altematdY  contracting  and  swelling  the  soO,  emmble  and 
dissever  the  particles  into  a  minnte  adherence.  The  ftirrows 
must  be  deep  and  sooare  cnt,  and  the  edge  that  is  raised 
from  the  conlter  and  share  placed  thoroughly  vertical,  in 
order  to  expose  both  sides  eqnapjr  to  the  air.  Being 
placed  into  this  position  by  the  shouldered  widtH  of  the 
mould-board,  it  matters  not  what  name  the  plough  enjoys  in 
the  maker  or  in  the  design,  in  the  iron  or  in  the  timber. 
Stiff  clays  require  the  power  of  8  or  4  horses,  as  a  deep 
ploughing  raises  earth  for  the  summer  workings  preferably 
to  a  shallow  winter-furrow,  and  a  deep  jklougtiing  in  the 
spring.  Plough  ia  succession  the  stiffost  green  crop 
lauds,  and  also  the  stiifest  leys  for  Lent  cro]>s. 

Continue  the  cutting  of  drains  to  half  depth,  to  be  dug 
out  and  filled  in  dry  weather ;  mend  roads  and  cast  up 
earths  for  composts ;  collect  for  manures  all  earthy  and 
vegetable  substances  that  can  be  got  in  any  shape  or 
quality. 

Hood  meadows,  and  lay  diy  occasionally. 

Cut  underwoods  and  fill  up  vacancies  by  planting  and 
layering.  Plant  all  kinds  of  forest  trees,  especially  ash 
and  oak,  single.  Standard  trees  in  comers  or  in  dumps, 
are  trested  as  directed  for  gardening,  with  guano  and 
dung.  Keep  plantation  fences  in  good  order  to  prevent 
trespass,  a  sure  mark  of  slovenly  management.  Planta- 
tions of  all  kinds  with  the  fences  are  best  placed  in  the 
management  of  the  landlord,  who  cuts  the  wood  into 
periodical  sales,  which  supply  the  wants  of  the 
country. 

Baise  turnips  from  the  ground,  and  cut  from  the  bulbs 
the  tops  and  roots,  and  store  the  crop  in  a  thatched  longi- 
tudinal heap  at  the  homestead  on  a  dry  bottom.  Give 
fresh  tops  to  young  cattle  in  the  yards  or  to  store  sheep  in 
the  fields. 

Early  lambs  will  be  dropned  this  month— feed  the 
ewes  largely  with  juicy  food  under  a  good  shelter. 

During  frosty  weather  thrash  very  frequently  by  ma- 
chinery, and  litter  the  yards  very  often  and  thinly.  Ma- 
chinery will  cut  the  straw  by  knives  into  short  lengths 
on  the  upper  fioor,  on  which  the  scutching  is  done,  and 
hence  conv^ed  on  travelling  carriers,  supported  by  three- 
legged  sUndards,  to  any  part  of  the  yard,  for  food  as  chaff, 
or  for  promiscuous  litter.  This  provision  is  well  adapted 
for  large  farms,  and  straw  in  short  lengths  are  very  con- 
veniently managed  iu  the  yards,  and  covered  in  the  drills 
of  land. 

Collect  earths  to  the  compost  heaps,  and  carry  lime  for 
mixing  with  the  earths.  Cart  stones  to  the  places  re- 
quired for  draining,  and  carry  fuel,  timber,  and  faggots  for 
domestic  and  other  purposes. 

The  systematic  arrangement  of  farm  labours  for  the 
mid-winter  months  consists  in  ploughing  and  planting  in 
fresh  weather  and  in  carting  operations  in  frosty  weather. 
The  thrashing  of  grain  is  done  by  machinery  m  all  wea* 
there,  at  regular  intervals,  to  supply  straw  for  common 
nse,  and  thrashing  with  flail  still  goes  on  with  daily  lan- 
iconr,  evincing  a  prejudice  of  slowness,  wholly  incom- 
patible with  the  present  speed  of  steam  and  telegraph. 
It  continues  the  stolid  character  that  has  ever  been  at- 
tached  to  the  cultivators  of  tha  soil  in  expending  five 
times  the  cost  in  the  flail  over  steam  in  a  non-productive 
point,  instead  of  increasing  the  prodooe^  &ru£5w«re 


paid  for  thrashing  one  quarter  of  wheat  it  woaU  prodnee 
oiUy  eight  bushels  of  grain. 

The  cattle  in  the  vards,  cribs,  and  fattening  hoaia, 
must  be  soppUed  by  daybreak  with  food  in  a  fresh  ooa- 
dition,  u  turnips  and  other  roota,  straw,  hay,  and  chaff, 
in  qoanUty  for  the  day's  eonsumption.  The  toroip 
troughs  are  careftilly  cleaned  ont  by  shovel  from  mad  and 
filth  before  the  fresh  turnips  are  deposited— the  itrav 
racks  are  frequently  shifted  in  position  in  order  to  prerest 
dry  places  nndemeatL,  and  to  maintain  a  nnifiinn  soskiog 
of  moisture  over  the  yard,  of  which  the  snrftee  most  be 
k^pt  level  and  frequenUy  and  thinly  littered  with  short 
cut  straw  u  has  been  mentioned.  In  this  way,  and  is 
most  situations,  all  the  moisture  of  the  yard  will  be  ah- 
sorbed  by  straw  and  litter ;  and  after  all  thst  has  been 
spoken  and  written  on  the  subject  of  liquid  manure,  iti 
warmest  advocates  have  been  compelled  to  acknowledge 
that  it  is  most  beneficially  applied  by  being  absorbed  b^ 
earths  and  earthy  matters.  In  very  rainy  kMslitiea  the 
extra  qnantitT  of  moiatnrefrom  the  heavens  shoaldbe 
cairied  away  by  eave-sponta  into  a  culvert,  for  if  allowed 
to  passthronsh  the  faces  and  straw  of  the  yard,  it  will 
carry  away  with  it  the  nrinary  liqnid  which  forau  a  ehtef 
value  of  the  faecal  compost. 

The  sheep  in  the  fields  that  are  Csttening  on  tnraipi 
sliced  into  troughs,  or  which  are  in  store  keeping  is 
fields  of  grass  or  stubble,  must  have  fresh  food  by  daj- 
break  for  a  day's  consumption,  in  fresh  sliced  tnmipi,  sod 
in  roots  drawn  from  the  field  in  the  morning.  Sheep 
confined  on  the  grown  on^  by  hnrdles  or  other  light 
fencing,  get  a  tntik  space  of  ground  every  three  or  four 
days,  as  the  surfeoe  is  cleared  of  roots.  It  is  of  great 
moment  in  the  feeding  of  animals  that  the  food  panes  iato 
the  stomach  of  the  beast  in  tha  shortest  poeiible  time 
from  being  separated  ftY>m  the  ground,  in  order  to  hare 
the  benefit  of  the  vegeUble  freshnees— a  mighty  demeot  of 
nutrition,  ^ith  this  view  the  storing  of  roots  ii  not 
eligible  except  in  eariy  climates,  shooting  into  tops,  and 
where  snow  lies  long  and  deep.  The  last  ease  is  not  veiy 
frequent,  and  the  former  is  eonfined  to  the  extreme  aosth- 
ern  counties. 

Pigs  fattening  in  sties  in  two  animals  together  sre  np* 
plied  with  a  mashed  food  of  steamed  roots  and  nesli  in 
mixture  of  two  meals  daily,  and  in  the  last  month  of  fat- 
tening with  a  meal  of  raw  grain,  as  beans,  oats,  and  bar 
ley,  in  order  to  whiten  and  consolidate  the  flesh.  In  the 
store  yard  the  younger  animals  are  supplied  with  rootii 
raw  and  steamed,  ana  with  abundance  of  Utter. 

Poultry  are  fed  with  light  grain,  and  with  steamed  roots 
and  meal,  placed  in  troughs  nnder  a  ahed.  A  Iresh  snpplj 
of  water  is  required. 

Work-horsea  are  treated  with  steamed  poUtoes  ia  the 
evening  meal,  and  benefit  is  thought  to  ensue.  Bot  the 
horse  is  a  dry  feeding  animal,  and  is  ranch  exposed  to 
weathers,  and  warm  food  will  open  the  pores  of  the  akiii 
to  the  reception  of  cold.  Hay,  oats,  and  pea-straw  aut 
the  diy  constitution  of  the  horse— piga  are  ths  only 
&vonrites  of  cooked  food. 

Barly  in  this  month,  or  nther  in  last  month,  the  hn 
buildings  should  be  insured  bv  the  hmdlord,  with  a  amau 

Kby  the  fiu*mer  for  such  artidei  as  he  is  boand  to 
in  repair.  The  erops  of  the  year,  with  the  saiiBahi 
are  insured  at  the  farmer's  cost,  and  now  very  ehes^  la 
an  office  of  the  qpecial  designation^  Tendering  a  n«i^t 
doaUy  cnlpnbk* 
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CALENDAR    OF    GARDENING. 


KiTCHXN  OaEDBK. 

Protect  trtiehoksbedt  with  tliree  iaehes  of  half-dectyed 
leaves  strewed  o?er  the  surface,  or  if  the  Uad  be  stiff  and 
dayejr,  with  as  much  eosl  and  wood  ashes. 

Asparagus  is  easily  forced  upon  deep  beds  of  leaves, 
nked  from  woods  and  parks,  avoiding  those  of  lanrels  and 
of  evergreens  generally.  The  plants  should  be  prepared 
in  proper  beds  for  the  express  purpose,  and  selected  from 
the  beat  two  and  three-year  old  stock.  Brick  pits  are 
the  best  erections,  but  wooden  frames  set  upon  leaves, 
with  warm  linings  will  do  well. 

Earth  v\\  celeiy  for  the  last  time  very  high  in  the  ridge. 
Excite  sea-kale,  as  directed  for  asparagus.  Much  litter 
is  prevented  by  using  pits  and  darkened  frames,  with 
good  linings. 

Trench  deeply  and  manure  richly  lands  intended  to 
grow  onions.  Ridge  ground  in  all  vacant  places.  Cut 
the  soil  into  long  and  narrow  spadefuls,  and  place  the 
slices  in  a  half-vertical  position,  with  a  comer  standing 
upright,  with  cavities  open  at  the  bottom,  to  allow  the 
free  permeation  of  air  and  moisture.  In  snowy  countries 
these  openings  lodge  the  snow,  which  is  dissolved  into 
an  ammoniocal  liquor  of  much  benefit  to  the  land.  The 
alternate  thaws  and  freeiings  expand  and  contract  the 
ground  into  a  crumbling  condition,  of  great  benefit  in  cul- 
tivating all  stiff  lands,  as  clay  and  meagre  loams. 

Frost  may  set  in  early,  and,  therefore,  every  means  of 
defence  for  plants  in  frames,  under  glasses,  and  in  warm 
borders,  snch  as  matting,  littery  straw,  and  fern,  ought  to 
be  at  hand.  In  this  way  kte-sown  radishes  are  preserved 
under  straw,  which,  however,  should  be  raked  on  in  open 
sunny  weather.  All  is  contingent,  and  if  the  weather  is 
open,  there  is  every  probability  that  it  will  be  wet,  and 
then  to  trample  and  work  ground  saturated  with  water  is 
only  to  do  mischief.  During  this  month  all  operations 
must  be  done  in  dry  weather,  for  otherwise  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  land  will  sustain  mudi  injury. 

The  relish  and  the  rarity  of  getting  green  vegetables,  as 
radishes  in  mid-winter,  is  well  worth  the  small  expense 
and  trouble,  as  the  late  autumn  sowings  are  rendered 
with  some  small  attention  into  an  edible  condition. 
Glass  gardening  may  not  engage  the  farmer,  but  a  small 
portion  of  it  will  be  agreeable  and  useful,  and  managed 
by  otherwise  unemployed  hands. 

Collect  and  prepare  manures  in  the  liquid  form,  and  in  a 
dry  compost.  Lay  the  former  on  lands  for  the  early  spring 
crops,  and  dig  the  latter  into  the  ground,  or  spread  it  over 
the  surfiue  as  a  thick  top-dressing,  to  rot  and  disolve 
during  winter.  This  mode  of  applying  manures  protects 
the  lands  from  waste,  and  increases  the  temperature, 
preserves  the  winter-grown  plants,  and  promotes  an  early 
spring  vegetation ;  it  therefore  merits  a  large  amount  of 
attention. 

Fbuit    Dxpabtmxnt. 

Look  over  any  stores  of  fmii,  and  remove  decaying 
apples  and  pears.  A  dry  cool  air  and  a  covering  of  dry 
stnw,  are  the  best  preservers.  Fears  should  be  kept  in 
a  warmer  situation  than  apples. 

In  open  weather,  plant  fruit  trees  and  fruit-hearing 
shrubs  of  all  kinds  in  the  garden  and  in  the  orehard. 
The  shmbs  will  be  inserted  on  cultivated  ground,  dug, 
and  well  manured.  Prune  the  roots  of  the  sets  within  a 
short  distance  of  the  stem  by  shortening  the  loose  fibres ; 
tad  beneath  the  imertion  in  the  ground,  place  ■  quantity  of 


pano  mixed  with  earth  in  proportion  of  1  to  4  or  6,  raised 
in  the  edges,  so  that  the  incised  roots  are  in  immediate 
contact  with  the  mixture.  A  very  quick  and  strong  growth 
of  the  plant  will  ensue  to  kst  for  sevenl  years.  The 
distance  between  the  sets  of  shmbs  vsries  according  to 
the  bulk  of  its  growth  from  2  to  5  feet,  a  medium  being 
about  4  feet  for  the  larger  kinds. 

Fruit  trees  must  have  a  width  of  20  feet  between  the 
rows,  and  of  16  feet  between  the  trees  in  a  line,  each  tree 
occupying  a  diameter  of  18  feet.  The  land  may  be 
deeply  trenched  in  the  whole  surface,  or  a  pit  may  be  dug 
and  manured  in  an  extent  of  S  to  4  feet  across,  to  hold 
the  tree;  but  no  lasting  advantage  has  been  gained  by 
any  preparation  of  the  land,  and  only  for  a  few  years. 
Prane  the  roots  of  the  young  tree  that  is  about  5  or  6 
feet  high,  shortening  the  long  fibres  closely  in  a  length ; 
nise  by  the  spade  the  sods  of  the  surface  in  an  extent  and 
depth  to  hold  the  roots,  and  place  the  tree  on  a  thin 
layer  of  mixed  guano ;  replace  the  turfs  on  the  soil  over 
some  short  dung,  and  piece  a  thick  mulch  of  rough  farm- 
yard dung  around  the  tree  4  feet  in  diameter.  Protect 
the  tree  from  rodent  animals  by  a  wire  guard  2  feet  high, 
and  if  the  tree  is  single  in  open  grounds.,  place  a  three 
comered  fence  of  light  posts  and  cross  bars  5  or  6  feet 
high  above  the  reach  of  grazing  animals,  and  widening 
at  the  top  by  the  posts  leaning  outwards,  for  the  greater 
defence  against  damage  from  the  height  of  animals.  In 
this  position  the  trees  may  grow  unmolested. 

FiK>wxR  Garden. 

If  snow  falls,  shake  it  from  the  evergreens  before  the 
sun  shines.  Remove  the  litter  of  all  kinds,  and  also 
from  lawns  and  gravels.  Protect  the  glasses  of  any  pits 
or  greenhouses  by  mats  or  screens,  or  rollen ;  give  air, 
but  little  water.  Straw  mats,  skilfully  made,  with  bands 
and  strong  packthreads  or  cord,  afford  the  best  protec- 
tion to  frames  and  low  pits. 

During  this  month  every  labour  is  contingent  on  frost- 
bound  soils,  or  lands  drenched  with  nins;  but  much 
use  may  be  made  of  the  open  intervals  of  weather  in  dig- 
ging and  manuring  the  land  for  fnture  crops,  and  in 
planting  the  larger  vegetable  growths,  so  that  no  time  is 
lost. 


THE  RAILWAYS  AND  COUNTRY  CORN  DEALERS. 
— ^An  action  of  importance  to  railvay  travellen  was  tried 
in  the  Conrt  of  Exeneqner  before  Mr.  Baron  Martin.  Mr. 
Backmaster,  a  miller,  living  at  Framlingham,  Saffolk,  a 
seatott-tieketholder  on  the  Great  Eastern  Railway,  went  on 
the  morning  of  the  0th  of  September,  186tf,  to  the  company's 
station  at  Frunlingham,  with  the  intention  of  coming  to 
London  by  the  train  advertised  to  start  at  6.46,  in  order  that 
he  might  attend  the  London  com  market.  Owing  to  the  neg- 
ligence of  the  fireman,  the  fire  in  the  engine  was  not  saiBdent 
to  get  no  the  steam,  uid  eonsequently  the  train  was  onaUe  to 
start.  The  jpbuntiff  complained  to  the  station-master,  who 
bnisqnely  told  him  that  if  he  desired  to  go  on  he  must  pay  finr 
A  special  train.  Ihe  plaintiff  thereupon  ordered  a  spedal 
train,  for  which  he  was  eharved  £30  148.,  bnt  not  arriving  in 
London  in  time  for  the  market,  he  sustained  a  further  peea- 
niarj  Iom  of  £10.  He  then  brought  an  action  to  recover  the 
amount  he  had  paid  for  a  special  tndn,  and  the  money  he  had 
lost  by  the  lots  of  his  market.  Mr.  Baron  Martin,  in  sum- 
ming np,  said  that  no  action  woald  have  lain  sgainst  the 
company  for  any  alteration  of  trains  or  any  delay  in  the 
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atarting  or  arrival  of  traiiu  ariaing  (roni  aocideut  or  caoMi  of 
a  umilar  character,  bat  ia  this  cate  the  delay  aroie  from  a 
dear  neglect  of  doty,  from  the  flremaa  not  rifing  earlj  enoogh 
to  get  ap  the  iteam.  The  company  laid  thej  would  ue  ctot 
exertion  to  inrare  punotoaliij,  bat  had  thej  done  to  in  this 
caie  P  No  exertion  was  used  at  alL  Then  thqr  uid  Uie  de- 
partnre  and  arriyal  of  trains  at  the  times  stated  wonld  not  be 
nianuiteed  nor  wo«ld  thej  hold  thenuelTes  neponsible  tot  wuj 
mn  or  anj  eonaeqnenoe  arisiaff  finom  it  Feople  guilty  of 
ugugence  always  saidt  **  Mind,  1  won*tbe  reaponiible  fbr  it** 


That  was  nonsense.  It  was  like  a  man  striking  anotliflr  on  the 
head,  and  then  telling  him  he  would  not  be  respouiUe  for  ^ 
oonsequences.  The  real  question  was  whether  Uwn  was  gross 
negligence  or  an  absence  of  reasonable  exertions  to  enme 
punctuality.  With  regard  to  damages,  his  lordship  u^ieesti 
the  opinion  that  damtiff  was  entitled  to  the  £39  14«^  aad 
said  it  was  astonishmg  that  the  eompanj  had  not  zetaraed  the 
money.  He  also  saw  no  olgection  to  the  juz^  giving  the  £10 
for  loss  of  market.  The  jury  almost  immediatelj  zetuned  a 
▼eidict  for  the  plaintiff— damages  £40  14b. 


VOBEIGN    AGBICULTUBAL    GOSSIP. 


The  cattle  plafm  »  •t>t*d  fo  have  broken  ont  with  some 
▼iralenee  in  the  districts  bordering  on  the  Aiver  Plate,  aad  an 
equally  Tirulent  disease  is  reported  to  have  set  in  among  sheep 
in  the  same  part  of  South  America.  A  few  details  ss  to  Ohio 
breeding  farms  may  not  be  unacceptable.  The  breeding  farms 
of  Messrs.  DeUno  and  Cronse  he  some  six  miles  north  of 
Chiilieothe,  and  are  situated  upon  that  beautiful  and  romantic 
little  stream,  the  Kianikiniek.  Mr.  Delano  has  only  recently 
associated  himself  with  Mr.  Cronse  in  the  brsedinx  of  thorough, 
brsd  stock,  his  attention  having  hitherto  been  afinost  entumy 
direoted  to  trotters,  of  which  he  has  a  fine  collection.  Messrs. 
Delano  and  Cronse  have  spared  no  expense  in  collecting  a 
•table  of  thoroughbred  colts  and  fillies.  New  stables  have 
been  erected,  in  which  the  facilities  afforded  for  proper  renti- 
lation  are  of  high  excellence ;  the  stalls,  loose  boxes,  &e.,  are 
also  large  and  roomy.  Bight  miles  south  of  Chiilieothe  lies 
the  estate  of  Mr.  D.  B.  Harness,  a  geatleman  long  associated 
with  the  American  tnrf,  who,  after  a  brief  retirement,  may  be 
•aid  to  hare  returned  to  his  first  love,  and  ia  now  in  possession 
cf  a  fine  little  stud  of  thoroughbreds.  Mr.  Harness  reeeirtly 
purchased  in  Kentucky  a  colt  and  filly  by  Asteroid,  considered 
one  of  the  best  horses  ever  bred  in  the  United  States.  Mr. 
Harness,  howerer,  although  plaeinff  a  high  Talue  on  his  Aste- 
nid  colts,  considexa  a  chesnut  colt  By  Bowen,  ont  of  a  dam  of 
Xmxembonrff,  the  best  animal  now  in  his  possession.  The 
Qoestion  is  Being  discussed  in  American  drdes  whether  rearing 
thoroughbreds  pays.  It  would  seem  that  it  does ;  at  any  rate, 
ia  some  instances.  Thus  the  late  Mr.  R.  A.  Alexander  pnr- 
•hased.  in  1866,  of  Mr.  J.  L.  Bradley  the  brood  maio  Bay  Leaf 
for  1,000  doUars.  SineeBayLeaf  beeameMrJllexander'sjproperfy 
she  has  had  the  following  produce :  1858,a  bay  colt,  Rubicon,  l^ 
Uxingtou  (sent  to  England^ ;  1860,  bay  filk.  Bay  Rower,  by 
Lexington ;  1860,  barren ;  1861,  bay  colt,  Bmcon,  by  Lexing- 
ton ;  1868,  barren ;  1863,  bay  colt,  Bayswater,  by  Lexington  j 
186*,  bay  colt,  Baywood.  by  Lexington;  1868,  bay  colt. 
Bayonet,  by  Lexington ;  1866,  bay  filly,  Niagara,  by  Lexiog. 
ftoa;  1867,  bay  eol^  Pnakneea,  by  Lcodngtons  1868,  bey 
Mlt,  Bingamao,  by  Asteroid;  1860,  bay  fiUy  by  Asteroid. 
^**\*?  JJ?".*.,***^"*'  ■*^«  **  Lexinaiton,  Kentucky,  worth 
about  8.000  doUars,  aad  was  sold  for  3.000  dollars,  to  go  to 
England,  dav  Flower  won  many  races,  her  winnings  amount- 
ingto  somethinff  like  3,000  dollars.  Beacon  was  sold  for 
6,000  dollars.  Bayswater  won  many  races,  the  Patenon  St 
I^iger  among  them,  winning  something  like  6,000  doUars ; 
aad  he  was  sold  at  five  yean  old  fisr  8,0U0  dollars.  Baywood 
■OTer  laa,  but  Mr.  Alexander  refused  10,000  doUais  for  him 
whMatwo.year^>ld.  Bayonet  was  sold  as  a  yenling  for  S,700 
dollan,  won  many  raoea,  and  waa  aold  for  6,000  doUara.  18,000 
doUanwaa  afterwards  refuaed  for  him.  Niagara  haa  won  sereral 
***^  ^7"  "^•■•^•^J^ftw^iWO  doUaia.  Preak- 
aaaare^aed  8,000  dollars  as  a  yearling,  and  won  the  Dinner 
fftegr  Stake,  worth  19,600  dollars.  Bingaman  realised 
^000  dollars  as  a  /earUng,  and  the  bay  filly  foaled  in  1869 
•obi  as  a  yearling  for  1,120  doUars.  The  1,000  doUars  in- 
Jrted  by  Mr.  Alexander,  in  1866,  in  the  pnrehaae  of  fha 
fraitfia  Bay  Leaf  may  thus  be  said  to  have  yielded  a  good 
annual  income  ever  since.— A  Chicago  firm  has  patented  a 
palace  stock  car"  for  use  upon  American  railways.  The 
jar   u   roomy,   and   is   so  arraaged   that   it  wiU  eoatain 

■"«^  "nd  ,f«>Ji  •»  the    same    tine    each    animal    a 
AispantestaU.    The  construction  of  the  staU  is  aneh  that  it 


OKI  be  a4iwtod  to  the  lixe  of  the  aaimaL  Aa  the  oar  lalaBgsr 
than  the  ordinary  ears  aaed  for  stock  parposas,  U  can  be  mads 
large  enough  to  permit  an  auisul  to  lay  down  aad  rise  ap  at 
his  eoBTealence.  A  leed-box  is  placed  at  the  head  of  each 
animal,  and  into  this  box  feed  is  oonveyed  bv  a  spout  eoa- 
neoted  with  a  feed-bin  at  the  topof  the  car.  By  this  amage- 
ment  stock  are  enabled  to  eat  and  enjoy  their  meala  regulaih 
while  being  carried  orer  a  great  extent  of  country.  Aniauis 
m  (rtmiUm  in  the  new  ears  can  also  be  fnnishad  with  ample 
suppUes  of  water,  siace  under  the  feediag-trough,  oa  oppoote 
sides  of  each  half  of  the  ear,  is  an  iron  cylinder  or  wafer- 
taBk,i^ut  afoot  in  diameter,  with  openings  in  the  eentie  of 
eaeh  staU.  An  iron  tube  passes  under  the  car,  aad  eoaaceti 
the  two  water-tanks ;  and  by  means  of  a  reser? oir  at  the  sad 
of  the  car,  the  tanks  are  snppUed  with  water  from  the  rail- 
road tanln.  It  requires  but  a  few  minutes  to  water  the  stock 
by  this  arrangement ;  in  fact,  water  is  constantly  before  them. 
The  car  can  M  loaded  in  from  eight  to  ten  minutes,  and  when 
loaded  one-half  the  cattle  ta  trmsUm  ataad  fitfiag  oppodts 
sides  of  the  ear.  Itiscalealated  that  bytbe  neweaisthies 
daya  wUl  be  saved  ia  the  eonveyaaee  of  stock  batwaea  Chiflsgo 
and  New  York,  as  it  wiU  no  loager  be  aeoeanay  to  auka  leaf 
stoppages  to  give  the  stoekrest*  feed,  aad  water.  Stock  friS 
also  not  lose  weigfat  on  the  joaraej,  while  labou  wdl  be 
eoonomiied  in  ereiy  train. 


BULES  FOB  MILEIKa. 

Five  per  cent,  aad  perhapa  tea,  can  be  added  to  Ilia  amoaai 
of  milk  obtaiaed  from  the  cowB  of  this  ooaatiy,  if  tte  feUnriig 
rales  are  inexorably  followed  i 

1.  Never  huny  cows  in  driving  to  aad  from  tha  paitaiei 

8.  Miikas  aearlyate;|naliatervalsaspesmble.  Haif-psit 
five  in  the  morning  and  six  at  night  are  good  hours. 

8.  Be  espedallv  tender  of  the  oow  at  milking  times, 

4.  When  seated,  draw  the  milk  as  rapidly  as  poasible^  beiai 
certain  always  to  get  it  aU. 

6.  Never  talk  or  think  of  anythiag  bestdB  wlial  yoa  in 
doiag  when  milkiag. 

6.  Offer  eome  oaresa  aad  ahraya  a  soolhlag  word  whsa  jm 
approach  a  cow  and  whaa  yon  leave  hsr.  Tha  heltar  ihs 
lores  you,  the  more  free  aad  complete  will  be  hsr  minim  m 
yon  sit  at  her  side. 

We  append  Uw  not  ■naoBunoa  preetiee  s 

1.  Let  some  boy  tan  the  eowa  away  and  ml  him  who  ii 
fond  of  throwing  stones  aad  switohiag  the  hiad  oaei  effliy 
chaace  he  gets. 

8.  MiUE  early  in  the  morning  and  late  at  night,  dividing  tbe 
day  iato  two  portions,  one  of  fifteen  hours  aad  the  other  aias. 

8.  Whack  the  oow  over  the  hack  with  the  etool,  or  speak 
sharplv  to  her  if  she  does  oot  *>m"  or  **  hoist." 

4.  MiUc  slowly  and  eardessly,  and  atop  at  tte  fint 
of  the  fluid. 


6.  Talk  aad  langh.  and  perhaps  sq[nut  milk  at 
milkers,  whea  seated  at  the  cow. 

6.  Keep  tiie  animal  in  a  tremUo  aU  tha  tioM  yoa  sie 
mUking  her,  aad  when  done  give  her  a  vigoioas  M.^ 
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A'GRICULTURAL    REPORTS. 


BEBt'OEPSHIEE. 

We  tM  sUid  to  tea  ui  npward  tendencjr  in  the  prioe  of 
wheat,  and  nope  it  may  be  maintained.  Thia  grain  baa  been 
drilled  thia  year,  aa  laat,  in  many  eaaes  before  the  raina  came, 
Tery  dry,  bnt  it  Mema  to  be  ooming  very  nieely.  Wheat,  we 
think,  yieLda  well  thii  year  in  most  paHa,  and  will  be  qnite  an 
arerage.  Barley  ia  of  bad  quality  generally,  bat  appears  to 
yield  well,  and  makes  up  in  quantity,  espeeially  oonsiaering  the 
dry  seaaoo.    Beans  and  peas  also  appear  to  yield  well,  and 


the  straw  being  harrorted  well  makaa  it  rery  TUQable,  hay  and 
cbTer  being  so  dear  and  searoe.  The  root  crop  is  good 
generalh',  espeeially  the  mangold  and  kohlrabi.  The  swede 
turnip  for  the  most  part  snifered  Tery  much  fh>m  the  fly,  whieh 
made  it  light.  We  wonder  that  kohl  nbi  is  not  mora  widely 
sown,  as  they  an  inTaloable  to  a  farmer,  yet  in  many  of  the 
midland  counties  they  ara  scarcely  known.  All  kinds  of  stock 
fatten  fast  on  them,  and  are  very  fbnd  of  them.  The  potato 
crop  is  Tery  good,  great  weights  per  acre  being  recorded  in 
many  parts.  Linseed  cake  still  maintains  its  price,  although 
com  IS  80  low  in  the  inferior  quality  for  feeding  purposes. 
Meat  is  fetching  high  prices,  and  is  very  scarce,  especially 
beet  All  kinds  of  beasts  came  off  grass  so  low  in  condition 
that  they  must  neoenanly  take  some  time  to  get  meat.  Water 
is  very  scarce  in  many  places,  although  we  have  had  some 
nice  raina ;  the  springs  appear  to  be  so  low  firom  the  lengthened 
drought  of  the  summer  months. — Not.  23. 

NORTH  NOETHUMBEELAND. 

We  here  made  brief  reports  at  yarions  periods  during  the 
late  almost  unprecedented  dry  season.  Since  our  last  notes, 
taken  eight  weeks  ago,  we  hare  experienced  a  continuance  of 
Tery  changfcable  weather ;  taking  data  since  the  second  week 
in  October,  up  to  which  period  Tery  little  autamn  tillage  could 
be  effected,  both  surface  and  subsoil  being  as  hard  as  brick 
earth.  On  the  10th  sleet  and  rain  fisll,  with  a  stormy  N  J!. 
wind ;  Border  HiUs  all  under  snow.  A  few  dry,  cold  days 
interTcned,  and  farm  labour  was  rigorously  pursued — ^potato 
lifting,  wheat  sowing,  ftc. — a  good  breadth  being  planted  during 
the  week  under  most  fiTourable  cireamstanoes.  The  turnip 
crop  (at  leasts  all  the  late  resown)  is  improring  rapidly  in 
growth  of  top.  Swedes,  aa  nported  in  our  last,  were  too  far 
gone  with  disease  and  Termin  cTcr  to  improTC,  many  a  broad 
acre  being  barely  worth  the  lifting.  Where  early  sown,  on  fine 
land,  a  moderate  aTcrarn  crop  has  been  saTcd,  bnt  generally 
not  in  a  snfllciently  healthy  state  to  store  for  spring  feeding. 
The  weather  durinff  the  past  flye  weeks  has  lieen  winterly : 
rain,  snow,  gales  of  wind,  hail,  and  on  two  occasions  heavy 
peals  of  thunder,  with  some  casualties  by  lightning.  The  pre- 
sent week  quiet^  with  lisht  foggy  rain.  Land  in  good  con* 
dition  for  autumn  deep  plougfalDg,  bnt  the  wet  baa  not  pene« 
trated  through  the  hard  dry  subsoil,  and  the  surface  spunges 
up  with  Ihe  traflic.  The  younj^  turnips,  whieh  premised 
isTonrably  a  month  ago,  haTc  reeeiTod  a  cneek  by  the  late  se- 
Teie  frosts  and  gales.  Pastures,  whieh  aasamed  a  green  surface 
after  the  first  rain,  afford  a  Tcry  scanty  bite  for  sheep.  Cattle 
on  all  exposed  situations,  if  not  under  horel  shelter,  will  lose 
in  health  and  condition.  As  a  summary,  we  anticipate  an  ex* 
pensiTe  and  hard-feeding  winter  for  all  floekmasten  who  cara 
for  the  well-doing  of  ont-door  stoek  generally.  The  kto  com 
crops  haTc  now  been  fiurly  tested,  and  the  min  generally  ii 
sound,  dry,  and  of  full  aTcnge  quality.  Barley,  as  the  crop  of 
the  season,  has  been  freely  thrashed,  and  comes  ouite  up  to 
Talnation  in  weight ;  on  strong  land  the  colour  is  a  little  dark 
for  the  maltster,  and  the  market  Tulne  Taries  mnch.  Wheat 
good  in  quality  bnt  bght  of  straw;  rather  under  STerage 
quantity  per  acre.  Oato  good  and  line,  but  a  Tery  small  acre- 
am  return.  Potetoes  a  mir  crop,  and  quality  sound.  Our 
labour  market  is  not  OTer-snpphed,  and  et ery  willing,  aUe- 
hodied  man  finds  full  employment.  Bam  and  field  female  helps 
in  request  at  fully  fifty  per  cent .  orer  the  rates  of  twenty  yean 
•go.    A«nftffnd  to  tboTO.  deep  tfllage  extendi  gradvftOy  orer 


our  district  and  the  **  steam-horse*'  is  in  nther  extensiTe  re- 
quest. Machinery  is  making  progress  in  cTerr  department  of 
agriculture ;  the  sturdy  flailman,  the  immense  hoards  of  immi- 
grant reapers  and  s^hemen,  and  last,  though  not  least,  the 
able-bodied  whistling  ploughman^  are  all  dyins  out,  to  be 
superseded  by  educated  mechanics.  Still,  as  belonging  to 
the  old  school  of  the  early  days  of  this  century,  we  can 
recollect  greater  acreage  crops  of  cereals  and  roote  than  we 
hare  yet  seen  produced  by  the  new  system,  with  all  the  extra 
expensiTe  artificial  auxiliaries.  HaTO  the  seasons  beoome  less 
laTounhle,  or  our  soils  more  exhausted?— Kot.  26. 


EBYIEW   01   THE   CATTLE    TEADE    BUEINO 
THE   PAST    MONTH. 

The  cattle  trade  has  been  firee  firom  any  important  feature 
during  the  month.  The  tone,  generally,  has  been  steady, 
owing  principally  to  the  proTalenoe  of  cooler  weather,  and  the 
quotettons  haTcheen  fairly  maintained.  The  stoppage  of 
French  and  Qerman  beasto  at  the  waterside  continues,  and 
naturally  decreases  the  arriTals  at  the  Metropolitan  Market. 
It  may  notbeont  of  place  here  to  suggest  that  now  that  it  is 
determined  to  detain  stoek  at  the  waterside,  the  regulation 
may  be  extended  to  the  receipU  from  all  foreign  ports,  in 
whieh  case  the  authorities  could  hardly  refuse  to  rescind  the 
order,  so  far  as  the  arrirals  from  our  own  grazing  districte  are 
concerned,  oompellinff  the  compulsory  slaughter,  within  the 
four  mile  radius  of  Charing  Cross,  of  all  stock  once  exhibited 
in  the  market,  an  order  wmch  in  many  oases  proTos  Tery  irk- 
some to  bntchen.  A  decided  iinproTement  has  taken  place  in 
the  condition  of  the  Sootoh  and  English  arriTals.  At  one  time 
the  best  Scote  and  crossss  wen  making  as  mnch  as  6s.  Sd., 
bnt  at  the  present  moment  the  top  quotation  does  not  exceed 
6s.  lOd.  per  81bs.  The  supply  of  food  in  the  pastures  has  in- 
ereased,  and  as  the  root  crops  hsTe  yielded  well,  there  is  stilla 
moderate  quantity  of  hay  untouched. 

As  regards  sheep  the  show  has  been  about  an  aTerage.  Fine 
breeds  haTO  been  in  request  at  full  prices,  the  best  downs  and 
half-brads  selUng  at  fis.  2d.  per  81bs.,  but  for  other  qualities  the 
demand  haa  been  inactiTo. 

CaWes  haTc  been  in  limited  request,  and  the  pig  market  haa 
been  in  a  quiet  stete. 

The  total  importo  of  foreign  stock  into  London  during  the 
past  month  haTO  been  as  under : 

Head. 

Beaste     14,906 

Shei^      48,888 

Calfes     2,177 

Pigs        2,468 

COMPABUOir  OT  XlCTOKTS. 

Nor.  Beoato.  Sheep  OalTas.  Pi 

1869  9,964  32,091  1,718  2,S 

1868  9,391  18,162             698  868 

1867  10,761  88,202             618  2,069 

1866  18,278  88,889  1,290  1,187 

1866  16,264  62,617  2,626  7,770 

1864  17,187  84,792  2,970  8^947 

1868  11,020  80.847  1.770  2,202 

1862  6,889  28,677  1,«69  688 

1861  6,296  27,883  946  1,241 

1860  6,961  22,728  1,604  828 

1869     6,927  21,907  997  169 

1868     4^786  18,268  1,174  166 

1867    4.409  17,880  2,687  186 

1866    6,102  16,380  1,162  809 

The  arriTals  of  beasto  finom  our  own  gracing  distridi,  aa 
well  as  firom  Seotland  and  Ireland,  thus  compare  with  the 
three  prerioBS  yetn : 
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Not., 
FroBi^  1867* 

Lineoliiiihira,  Leioeat«nhin,  and 

Noithamptoiuhin   8,700 

Other  parte  of  England 2,040 

SeoUand    48 

Inland  1,350 

The  total  inppIiM  of  itoek  exhibited 
Metropolitan  Cattle  Market  daring  the 
under: 
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Sheep 
GalTet 


Not.,     Not.,   Not., 
X868.   1869.   1870. 

9,600  9,660  6,260 

1,960  2,048  1,460 

686  168  1,020 

708  2,912  620 

and  diipoeed  of  aft  the 
month,  haTe  been  ai 
Head. 

...    16,670 

...    96,920 

...      2,232 

...      1,670 


Not. 

1869  21,390 

1868  19,249 

1867  24,080 

1866  24.660 

1866  36,820 

1864  82,600 

1863  27,704 

1862  30,139 

1861  26,690 

1860  26,400 

1869  26,492 

1868  24,866 

1867  26,383 

1866  26,464 


CoxFAKisoK  or  SurrLiKs. 

Sheep 

77.990 

98,390 
109,960 

96,800 
167,230 
114,800 

99,130 
110,020 
109.370 
103,600 
120,840 
114,648 
103,120 
106760 


616 
1,404 
2,360 
3,090 
2,811 
2,900 
8,170 
8,172 
3,480 
2,920 
2,800 
2,970 
3,037 
8,416 

8s.  4d.  to 
6e.  2d.per 


CalTee. 
1,604 
1,048 
1,016 
1,190 
2,868 
2,687 
2,166 
2,818 
1^70 
2,112 
1,299 
1,487 
3,002 
2,096 

haTe  lold  at  from  3«.  4d.  to  6e.,  sheep 
68. 2d.,  calTes  38.  6d.  to  68.  lOd.,  and  pigs  4fl.  4d.  to 
81bs.  to  sink  the  ofal. 

COKPABlSOir  OT  Fuois. 
Not.,  1866. 

B.      d.      8.      d. 

3    6to6    4 

3  8to6    4 

4  2  to  6  10 
8  10  to  6  2 
Not.,  1868. 

8.     d.        8.     d. 

3    Oto6    4 

2  10  to  6  4 
8    6to6    6 

3  4to4    6 
The   dead  meat  markets  haTe  beenfairW  snpplied.    The 

trade  has  been  rather  qniet  at  3s.  4d.  to  os.  4tL  for  beef, 
3s.  8d.  to  6s.  4d.  for  mntton,  4«.  8d.  to  6b.  4d.  for  Teal,  and 
8s.  4d.  to  OB.  4d.  per  81bs.  by  the  carcase  for  pork. 


Beef  from 
Mntton 
Veal 
Pork  ... 


Beef  from 
Mntton 
Veal    ... 
Pork    ... 


Not.,  1867. 
s.  d.  s.  d. 
8  2to6  2 
8  2to6  0 
4  4to6  8 
3  4to4  2 
Not.,  1869. 
s.  d.     8.  d. 

3  4to6  10 
2    6  to  6  10 

4  Oto6    2 
4    4  to  6    0 


AGRICULTURAL  INTELLIGENCE, 
FAIRS,  &c. 

BARNET  FAIR.— There  was  bnt  a  limited  supply  of 
homed  stock,  most  of  which  was  of  inferior  elass ;  yonng  store 
cattle  made  good  {trioes.  The  horse  &ir  comprised  a  misoel- 
laneons  class  of  animals ;  sonnd  horses  for  hesTj  draught  work 
sold  at  prices  Tarying  from  16  to  26  gs.,  and  nags  and  ponies 
8  to  16  gs.  There  was  but  a  small  lot  of  sheep  on  safe,  and 
the  trade  was  dull.  Grass  feed  in  abundance  in  this  district, 
and  the  pasture  lands  are  stodded  with  outlying  cattle. 

BLAIRGOWRIE  MARTINMAS  CATTLE.— The  num. 
ber  of  good  cattle  exposed  was  small,  and  prices  were  high. 
Best  fat  bttUocks  £20  to  £23,  others  £14  to  £18.  Best  beef 
ranged  from  lOi.  6d.  to  lis.  per  Datoh  stone,  second  class  9b.  ; 
best  mntton  was  also  dear,  and  sold  from  8d.  to  9d.  per  lb., 
and  good  demand. 

BOSTON  FAT  SHEEP  MARKET.— Only  a  smaU  supply ; 
vnces  (with  anything  but  a  brisk  trade)  ranged  from  7td.  to 

C toWLB  FAIR.-There  was  a  large  number  of  beaste  for 
this  season  of  the  year,  and  a  fair  amount  of  business  wu 


d  quiet,  owing  to  the  high  prices  whidi  were  sovght,  aad 
i  day  progreased  the  stiffness  increased.  Thoee  who  sold 
I  morning  at  the  Talue  then  offered  did  best ;  thoee  whs 


transacted.    The  horses  were  of  an  inferior  kind,  and  voy  km 
changed  hands.    Pigs  sotd  rather  in  foTonr  of  the  ttSka, 

DOUNB  SECOND  TRYST.— There  were  one  or  two  good 
loto  of  UigMand  heifers,  a  lot  of  capital  sHrks  which  fddied 
the  high  price  of  £11,  and  a  few  good  Aynhlrea.  Otherwise 
the  lots  shown  were  of  an  inferior  elass— the  residne  of  rcost 
markets.  The  best  lots  of  the  West  Highland  stock  were  sold 
on  Tuesday.  The  prices  of  these  were  reported  to  be  quite 
equal  to  those  enrrent  at  the  tryst  at  Donneinthebegimungof 
the  month.  On  Wednesday  monung,  howcTcr,  the  r" 
opened G 
as  the  di  ^  . 

in  the  morning  L 

waited,  thinking  that  the  demand  would  improre,  fonad  then- 
selTcs  dcceiTed,  because  in  the  afternoon  they  were  glad  to 
accept  less  money  tlian  what  they  were  offered  at  the  hegia- 
ning.  In  one  instance  a  lot  of  two-year-old  West  Highlanden 
were  sold  at  12s.  6d.  a  head  less  after  midday  than  could  ham 
been  obtained  at  an  eariier  stage  of  the  proceedings.  High- 
land heifers  sold  best,  there  being  a  Cur  demand  for  those  from 
Lancashire.  Stirks  were  very  stiff,  as  indeed  were  all  the  other 
eUwsea  of  Highlanders.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  lots,  this 
dass  of  cattle  were  back  from  lOs.  to  26s.  a  head  as  coespared 
with  hut  Doune  tryst,  and  a  clearance  could  not  he  effected. 
For  Ayrshire  stock  and  crosses  the  demand  was  eifiiaUy  sti^ 
and  a  eonsidenble  number  remained  unsold  at  the  doae. 
Altogether  the  result  would  seem  to  indicate  that  store  rtock 
haTc  for  the  present  reached  their  maximum  Talue,  and  lower 
prices  may  now  be  anticipated.  The  show  of  sheep  was  saaB, 
and  consisted  chiefly  of  bkckfaced  ewes.  Then  was  aho  a 
couple  of  lots  of  wethers  and  a  few  whitefaoed  tape.  Geae- 
rally  the  demand  was  slow,  but  the  prices  obtained  were  muck 
about  the  same  as  those  current  at  the  first  market.  So  bttle 
business  was  done  howcTcr  in  this  department  that  the  rates 
obtained  can  hardly  be  accept  as  a  criterion  for  fotue 
quotations. 

DURHAM  FAIR-Cattle  prindpolly,  of  which  tkcre 
was  a  large  supply,  but  the  demand  was  not  in  uiupoilKa. 
Two-year-old  heifers  and  steers  £d  to  £10,  cows  £14  to  £23. 
FROME  CHEESE  FAUL— The  morning  waa  fine,  sad 
there  was  a  large  attendance.  There  was  an  aTerage  supply  of 
cheese.  Prices,  66s.  to  72b.  ;  Cheddar,  69s.  to  76a. ;  skim,  25i. 
toSOs. 

GARSTANG  NOVEMBER  GREAT  CATTLE  FAIR- 
There  was  a  Tcrr  good  show  of  cattle,  which  waa  well  hiaksd 
after.  Lean  stock  sold  at  good  prices,  and  soon  cleared  at  from 
£16  to  £20  per  head.  Tuesday's  horse  fair  was  not  ^te  lo 
Rood  as  in  former  yean  but  of  a  better  class.  Anything  aae- 
ful  was  soon  bought  up,  especially  good  cart  eoits ;  25  to  35 
guineas  for  two-year-olds. 

GLOUCESTER  FORTNIGHTLY  MARKET.— Then 
was  a  shorter  supply  of  stock  than  at  tiie  two  preeediag 
markets.  Trade  m  the  best  quality  of  beef  and  mutton  was  ss 
at  last  market,  but  secondary  sorts  were  dull.  Beef,  bart 
quality,  made  8d.  to  8|d. ;  mutton,  8d.  to  9d.  per  lb.  Bacon 
pigs  were  in  short  supply,  and  met  a  dull  aale ;  prices  te.  6d. 
to  lOi.,  and  porken  from  lis.  to  lis.  6d.  per  soore. 

GUILDFORD  FAIR  beina  the  last  autumn  ihir  of  tUi 
county,  a  lan»  attendance  of  urmen  and  others  was  attnetad. 
There  was  a  large  exhibition  of  horned  cattle.  The  thrsstsa- 
ing  and  warlike  aspect  of  the  Continent  has  had  great  iafls- 
ence  on  the  cattle  tnde,  and  the  breeden  anticiBOte  that  ths 
importation  of  fordp  cattle  to  this  countir  will  be  brs 
checked,  and  the  Tslue  of  home-bred  stock  greatly  i 
and  dealen  stood  out  firmly  for  an  adTance  Taine  of  from  13 
to  20  per  cent  There  was  a  good  show  of  sheep  hurdled  ap 
on  the  hill,  and  among  which  an  aotiTe  deaaand  ruled.  The 
horse  show  was  mo£rate :  best  cbss  animals  found  bum 
but  inferior  horses  were  sold  at  discount  prices.  The  fbiwv- 
ing  were  the  aTerage  selling  figures:  Cattle— Store steen  sal 
stock  heifers  £8  to  £11,  beasts  for  the  fattening  stalls  £IS  ts 
£16,  dairy  cows  in  full  profit  ^£16  to  £22^  cows  and  heifist  ts 
calve  down  £9  to  £14,  beasts  in  full  condition  £16  toil^ 
and  rough  stock  £6  to  £10;  many  droTos  were  not  ssU. 
Sheep,  young  Southdown  bred  ewes  83s.  to  42s,  aged  ditts 
278.  to  SOs.,  tegs  and  wethen  46s.  to  66s.,  and  hunbs  18s.  to 
27s.,  Cotowold  and  cross>bred  hunbs  SOs.  to  86a.,  dbmat  bto 
of  hunbs  40s.  to  42s.,  and  nm  lambs  2  to  4  gmneas  sack. 
Horses— Sound  cart  horses  of  good  dass  26  to  36  |atami» 
aged  ditto  14  to  20  guineas,  honcB  of  superior  afcn^  Jbr  hskt 
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out  at  Chriitmas were  eageriTparcliMed, at £1Q 
heaid.    Seaieely  anv  iheep.    The  pig  market 
itoeked :  fat  ones  (live  wogbt)  feU  to  6i.per  •ton 


hameH  wtnk  SO  to  i6  MineMi  nagi  md  roaditen  80  to  80 
gniveaa,  hones  of  good  Uood  ud  hoBters  60  to  70  gnineaS) 
ponies  6  to  IS  gnineas* 

LINCOLN  TAT  STOCK  MABXET.-Oood  show  of 
beasts  and  sheep,  nuiDy  bnyeis,  and  both  a  good  sale,  at  little 
ander  last  weers  priees.  Beef  lOs.  per  stone,  eve  mutton  7d. 
to  Tid.,  wether  M.  per  lb. 

LOIJTH  FAOL— Then  was  a  large  show  of  beasts,  in- 
dodinc  fiit  and  lean,  the  latter  veiT  lean,  the  former  rery  good. 
Good  (at  beasto  sold  well  at  from  9s.  to  10s.  per  stone,  fresh 
steen  and  in-ealven  were  good  to  sell,  whilst  drapes  and  in- 
ferior kinds  made  mneh  less  money.  Heifers  and  oows  with 
cslves  at  their  sides  sold  at  from  £16  lOs.  to  £21 ;  ewes  sold 
y,  74d.,  and  wethers  8|d.  per  lb. 
LTON  fair.— The  Ute  exceptional  droughty  season, 
and  the  demand  for  good-oonditioned  cattle,  eansed  all  superior 
animals  to  be  readily  taken,  bat  thera  was  a  slow  sale  for 
others.  The  show  consisted  chiefly  of  Irish  cattle,  the  priees 
of  which  ranged  from  £6  to  £14  each.  £oglish  beasts  were 
not  numerous,  but  those  readr  for  feeding  and  likely  to  come 
out  at  Christmas  wera  eageil^urchased,  at  £10  to  £18  i>er 

•ket  was  heavilr 
'  stone,  and  small 
ones  bad  dull  salc^Beef  8s.'kl.  to  9s.  8d.,pork  8s.  to  8s.  8d.  per 
stone ;  Teal  8d.,  mutton  8d.  to  8^.  per  lb.  The  horse  fair  was 
a  poor  one,  but  there  was  a  strong  demand  for  animals  fit  for 
the  military.  Artillery  and  army  horses  were  sought  for,  but 
one  dealer  with  a  commission  for  fifty  only  purdiased  one. 
Priees  were  £S8  to  £33  eaeh. 

MARLBOROUGH  FAIR.— There  were  fewer  sheep  penned 
than  since  1864,  not  more  than  4,000  being  on  the  Common. 
Prices  were  4s.  a  head  in  adTanoe  of  Derizes  October  Fair,  and 
in  most  eases  Is.  to  2s.  aboTc  Appleshaw  and  Andover ;  whilst 
they  were  at  least  from  10s.  to  I2s.  a  head  dearer  than  Mart- 
borough  Angnst  Fiur.  Mr.  Fall  exhibited  a  fine  pen  of  ewes 
which  made  60s.,  and  a  pen  of  100  Teiy  superior  bunbs  at  66s. 
per  head.  Mr.  Giddings,  of  Manton,  made  46s.  of  his  lambs 
at  home  the  day  prerions  to  the  feir ;  these  were  resold  by  the 
pnrehasar  in  the  fur  at  47s.  Mr.  Godding,  of  Brimslade,  made 
40s.  for  200  my  matohinff  hunbs.  Mr.  Hillier,  Granham, 
36s..  kc.  There  were  Jtrj  raw  ewes  penned.  Mr.  Moore,  of 
Littlecot,  made  60s.  a  head  for  the  enll  of  ererything,  the 
usual  run  of  other  bts  being  from  868.  to  40s. 

MARTINSTOWN  (DORCHESTRR)  fair. --Judging 
from  the  scant  supply  of  both  stock  and  sheep,  there  was  sn 
indication  that  the  feir  is  declining  in  importance.  But  the 
short  supplies  are  fully  accounted  for  by  the  preraknce  of  the 
foot-and-mouth  disease  around  Dgrehestor.  The  priees  for 
everj  dass  of  animals  were  maintained.  The  best  beef— the 
supply  of  which  wu  exceedingly  short— realixed  fully  from 
14s.  to  16s.  per  score,  the  quotations  for  in-calf  heifers  ranged 
from  £8  to  £12  each,  good  barreners  fetched  from  £12  to  £16, 
inferior  ditto  from  £7  to  £12.  Horn  ewes  sold  at  from  40s. 
to  44s.,  lambs  at  from  16s.  to  23s.  For  seYcral  lots  of  chilver 
lambs  22s.  6d.  per  head  was  given. 

MELROSfi  FAIR.— Compared  with  Uto  T»n>  the  exhi- 
bition of  stock  was  frtir,  both  as  to  number  and  qnalitjr.  There 
was  a  great  number  of  stirks  sold  at  good  priees,  rairing  from 
£6  to  £10  per  head ;  and  one  wahm.  cow  was  sold  for  £17. 
There  was  a  considerable  show  of  horses,  mostly  very  old,  and 
of  inferior  quality,  which  were  sold  and  resold  st  Tarions 
prices ;  but  tne  few  young  hones  shown  were  readily  sold  at 
itry  hi^h  prices,  but  of  this  dass  of  stock  there  was  not  a 
good  animal  on  the  ground.  There  were  also  a  fewsheep  sold 
at  current  prices. 

MONMOUTH  FAIR.— Stock  plentifril.    Good  ai 


I  in  partienlar,  sold  well.  A  large  business  was  done ; 
three>year-oU  steers'  aTorage  price,  from  £16  to  £16  lOi. 
Mutton,  from  7id.  to  8d.  per  lb. ;  fat  pi|;»-^porkeTi,  from  10s. 
to  lis.;  baoon,  lOsj^  score.    Store  pigs  lower  than  nsual. 

NEWARK  FAT  STOCK  MARKjETT.— We  had  a  small 
market,  but  a  brisk  demvid  for  all  sorts,  and  late  ntes  were 
fully  maintained.  Prime  beef  lOs.,  second  quality  9s.  to 
9s.  6d.  per  stone;  wether  sheep  9d.,ewcs  8d.  per  lb.;  pigs  8s. 
to  8s.  3d.  per  stone. 

RIPON  FAIR.— A  tolerable  show  of  cattle.  Calrinrcows 
scarce  and  dear.  Bullocks  and  hdifen  £1  per  head  dearer. 
Lean  stock  plentiful,  but  bad  to  selL 

RUGBY  HORSE  FAIR.— The  supply  wu  not  equal  to 
the  demand,  and  ooBaeq[UflBtly  priees  haa  an  upward  tenmey. 


First-dass  hnnten  made  tarious  prices  raaging  from  £80  to 
£200 ;  good  hacks  fetched  from  £40  to  £70 ;  while  the  rtiugh 
and  inferior  dasses  were  quickly  bought  up  at  their  fell  Tulne, 
laj  French  and  German  agents.  The  priees  ranged  from  £18 
to  £30.  There  was  a  Tciy  short  supply  of  all  kinds  of  cart 
and  town  horses,  and  consequently  they  realised  good  prices, 
making  from  £40  to  £70.  ColU  sold  at  from  £20  to  £H 
and  Tearlings  fit>m  £16  to  £30. 

SLE^EORD  FAT  STOCK  MARKET.— A  flrstndass  show 
of  fet  sheep,  which  met  with  a  brisk  trade.  Small  show  of 
fet  beasts,  which  were  readily  disposed  of.  Good  show  of 
pigs,  which  realised  Ute  prices.  Mutton  realised  from  8d.  to 
9d.  per  lb.,  beef  from  9s.  6d.  to  10k  6d.,  and  pork  8s.  to 
8s,  6d.  per  stone. 

TRURO  FAIR  was  a  very  small  one.  and  business  wu  dull 
to  begin  with  in  all  but  fat  cattle  and  fet  sheep ,  but  at  the 
close  the  greater  part  dianced  hands  at  about  former  prices, 
Tiz.,  66s.  to  68s.,  store  beef  S6s.  to  46s.,  and  cows  and  calres 
66s.  to  68s.  per  cwt.;  mutton  7id.  to  8d.  per  lb.  In  the 
horse  fair  bnsineu  wu  more  animated  than  usual,  owing  to 
some  dealers  present  buying  on  French  account,  mid  sereral  of 
the  horses  were  sold  at  good  prices. 

WHITCHURCH  FAIR.— There  wu  an  unusually  large 
supply  of  honed  stock,  most  of  which  were  in  tolerebly  good 
eonaition.  These  realited  feir  aTcrage  prices.  Lean  stock 
fered  badly,  and  few  sales  were  effected.  The  pig  market  wu 
filled  with  pigs  of  all  descriptions ;  there  was,  howerer,  a 
noteble  preponderance  of  small  ones.  These  did  not  com- 
mand very  nigh  prices ;  they  were,  in  fact,  cheaper,  if  any. 
thing,  than  at  the  October  fur.  Fat  onu  met  a  ready  sale,  at 
from  10s.  9d.  to  lis  per  score. 

WORCESTER  FAIR.— The  snpi»lyof  stock  wu  compaia- 
tiTdy  small,  but  the  demand  being  brisk,  a  good  dearance  wu 
effected.  A  good  deal  of  the  best  went  off  u  wnal  by  auction, 
one  firm  selling  nearly  £1,000  worth  of  fet  stod[.  Beef  fetehed 
7id.  to  81d.,  and  mutton  7d.  to  8id.  per  lb.;  fet  pigs  lis.  per 


YEOVIL  FAIR.— Beef  18s.  per  score,  aTenge,  and  mutton 
8^.  to  8^.  per  lb.  The  supply  of  pigs  wu  small  compared 
with  former  nin,  and  trade  in  them  wu  not  orer  brisk.  The 
supply  of  store  stock  wu  large,  and  were  in  good  demand, 
barreners  selling  from  £10  to  £14.  The  horse  fair  wu  not 
eztonsiTC.    Cart  horses  realised  fr^m  £26  to  £40  each. 

YORK  FAIR. — ^There  wu  an  aTcrage  number  of  lean 
cattle.  Business  wu  slow  during  the  day,  and  sales  were  prin- 
cipally confined  to  the  better  rissses  of  stock.  English  beasto 
£12  to  £17,  Irish  £6  to  £12  per  head.  Nosheep.  Thebulk 
of  the  horses  were  of  only  moderate  quality,  u  the  war  now 
raging  between  France  and  Germany  bu  helped  to  thin  our 
markete  of  good  animals.  The  better  deserifitiou  of  horses 
went  at  remunerating  prices,  few  of  them  remaining  on  hMbiL 
roaosters,  and  ponies  were  sou ; 


All  the  coachera, 


but  the 


better  dasses  of  cart  bones  onh  attractrd  customers.  Road- 
sten  and  ooaohen  £26  to  £32,  cab  hones  £16  to  £20,  cart 
and  agricultural  animals  £18  to  £30. 


LONIX>N  CHEESE  MARKET.— We  haTc  only  dulnesa 
to  report  this  week.  The  demand  for  Cheshire  Cheoe  is  Toy 
limited  at  present^  and  unless  it  be  for  very  choice  lumps,  at 
moderate  prices,  buyen  can  scarcdy  be  secured  on  reasonable 
terms.  We  huTe,  however,  to  refer  to  the  season  of  the  Tear 
u  one  reason  for  the  present  state  of  trade.  The  supply  of 
EncUah  Cheese  is  not  eacessiTC,  and  when  trade  reriTU  it  wUl 
probably  all  be  wanted  at  some  price ;  in  the  mean  time  some 
of  it  is  setting  out  of  condition.  American  Cheeu  of  the 
finest  and  mildest  character  sell  nretty  readily  at  72s.  to  74s., 
but  all  other  descriptions  are  nerieeted ;  a  considerable  quan- 
tity is  out  of  order.  The  arriTUs  since  our  lut  statement  are 
26,773  boiea.- CoBDXBOT  and  Co.,  Mill-lane,  Toolqr-itieet2 

CHESTER  CHEESE  FAIR.— Tlierewu  rather  more  than 
an  avera^  piteh  of  Cheese,  all  wu  sold.  The  bulk  of  it  wu 
of  middhnff  quality,  and  the  prices  realised  ranged  from  66s. 
to  70s.,  and  some  exceptionaUy  fine  tote  commanded  801b.,  and 
perhaps  a  few  shillings  more. 

CHESTERFIELD  CHEESE  FAIR.^The  market  wu  not 
so  well  attended  u  in  former  jears,  prices  ruling  from  70s.  to 
86s.  per  cwt,  or  from  7d.  to  9d.  par  lb. 

GLOUCESTER  FORTNIGHTLY  CHEESE  MARKET 
wu  modefutdj  supplied,  about  80  toni  haring  been  pitched. 
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ThwewM  ■  nikd/ mIb  at  701.  to  79i.  liv  bMt^iiid  661.  to  68i. 

GlSqSw,  (Widnorfay  Iwt)— An  ntmMij  \mfj  itook 
of  CheeM^whiehctuedHllentoafleept  lowar  Urm^  Thu, 
however,  bad  the  effect  of  indudng  pnrehaaeri  *«  ^  ""• 


THB  rABMIE&'S  MAOAZINS. 


to  do  mote 


POULTRY,  &o.,  MABKET8.— Turkeys,  6i.  to  St. ;  ditto 
lien»,8«.6d.to6«.6d.;Geeie,  it.  tofts.;  ditto  Irish,  Se.  6d. 
to6s.6d.;Dttcks,ls.8d.to8s.fld.;  Wild  Diicb,  2s.  to  8s. 
6d. ;  Surrey  Fowls,  Ss.  to  fis. ;  Sussex  ditto.  8s.  to  Sfc;  Boston 
■nd  Essex,  Is.  9d.  to  8s.  6d. ;  Irish.  Is.  to  Ss^j  RaWnta,  tune 
ls.toae.6d.;  ditto  wild,  6d.  to  lOd.;  Pigeons,  6d.  to  M.; 
Pheasants,  8s.  to  2s.  9d. :  Partridges,  Is.  3d.  to  8s.;  Haiw, 
9s.  to  Ss.  Sd. ;  white  Seoteh,  Is.  to  Is.  9d. ;  Widgwn*  Is.  to 
ls.Sd.;  Ted,  6d.tols.;  Woodcocks,  2s.to8s.;  SniMS,  6d. 
to  Is.;  Gold  Plorer,  lOd.;  Black  ditto,  6d.;  Urka,  ls.8d. 
perdoien.    Egg^ best  18s.,  seconds  10s. per  190. 


last  Saturday's nrioes  am  ftilly«iin*afaed.  B«Mlaik<iiB 
r6d.,rodi7rto  8-.  J«^l«^^^«»!^ 
potatoes  whdessle  were  flatter;  ^•^ '^^■J. "*  "y" 
ton.  rounds.  Quotations :  66s.  to  60b.  per  ton.  Pig  pot^ 
Si^  scaiS;  wholesale  buym 40s.  to  48..  per  IML  Be. 
taiLteblesorte6d.  to  8d.  per  atone.  MiiiCHMtiiL:  Fototoei, 
YcJkrfiire,  9..  6d.  to.  10..*6d.,  Seoteh  7..  t0  9^SMmk, 
6d.to  8s.  6d.  per  96Mbs.— lonx:  The  quMtity  of  pditoei 
offering  was  only  ▼eiy  moderate,  and  aa  there  ^w«  ■*■ 
buyersibr  them  than  of  late,  the  whplejsk  prwe  i^ 
and8s.pertob  of  2801bs.  In  retail  they  wwe  from  fiitp 
6d.  per  stone  of  14lb.  ^ 


PRIOES  of  BUTTBB,  0HEB8B,  HAMS,  Ao. 

BUTTBB,  per  owt.  t  a.      a. 
Normandy  ............184  to  164 

IWfletend  ............186     140 


Jeno7 .V"" 

liuBBK,perdoa. 
BAOON,  per  cwt  i 

WiltBhire,  I 

Iriah.  f.o.b. 


..114 
.17 

.  68 

.  64 


184 
10 


0HSI8B,  per  owt.  I   a.  Ut 

Oheehlrcnew 70  to  84 

Dble.  Qlonoealor...  74  80 

Oheddar.old.........  74  84 

f^yn^fmn 60  74 

HAM8»Tork..,......119  - 

Oamberiand....M...110  — 

Iriah  ..................lOQ  1*4 


HOP  MARKET. 

BOBOUOH,  Mohdjlt,  No?.  28.— A  healthy  demand  still 

eontinnes  for  ell  fine  and  choice  Hops,  and  the  low  price  at 

which  mediwn  and  low  are  offered  attncte  the  attention  of 

—     ~       •         '  ■"  '  • ' *^"  •-  re- 


buyers.    Fine  Bararian  and  Belgian  samples  are  still  in  re- 
gnest ;  low  and  medinm  of  that  class  command  little  attention 


ENGLISH  WOOL  MAHKBTS. 

cm,  MoiCDAT,  Not.  28.— The  tone  of  tiic  wool  okW  ii 
steady,  but  the  transactions  in  English  wool  contaiBe  totem 
a  moderate  scale.  The  demand  is  chiefly  for  good  wsUisrod 
half-bred  wools,  for  which  prices  an  well  sustained,  ttty  teug 
veryscaroe.  Noils  and  brokes  are  in  demand  for  thensss- 
fkctnre  of  army  materials. 

Onaanrs  Fnxoia  on  Bv ttuas  Woosm 
Tunona— Sootbdownbogs  ...............  P«  U>* 

Half-bred  ditto  ................•..••«•    m 

Kent  fleeoea 


York  report  trade  aa  dull,  with  a  great  scarcity  of  choice 

IbT'andEastKento   £1  16  £3  10 £7    0 

WealdofKent 1  16  8    0  S  16 

BfumuL 110  2    6  8  10 

PamhamandConntiy    ...    8  16  4  18  6    6 

Olds 1    0......     116  2  10 

CANTEBBUBY  HOP  MABKBT,  (Saturday  last.)— The 
trade  has  been  quiet  this  week  for  all  but  the  best  sorts,  whmh 
sell  resdilj  at  firmer  prices.  East  Kenf  s  £8  to  £7>  Mid  do. 
£8  10s.  to  £6,  Wealds  £9  10s.  to  £8  10s.,  Sosaea  £2  6s.  to 
£8  10s.,  1868  £1  to  £2. 1869  £2  to  £2  10s.  ,  _,  ^    ^ 

WORCESTER  HOP  BIARKET,  (Saturday  la8t)--Onr 
market  to-day  is  without  any  noteble  alteration  in  supply  or 
demand,  and  prices  are  unaltered,  the  trade  doing  being  en- 
tirely of  a  retail  character;  40  pockete  passed  the  scale  to-day, 
nnd  24  previously  in  the  week,  making  the  total  up  to  this 
erening  28,270  pockete.  tZZ     

POTATO  MARKETS. 

SOUTHWARK  WATERSIDE. 

LONDON,  MoNDJLi,  Not.  28^During  the  past  week  the 

arrirals  coastwise  have  been  aK>derate,  but  a  better  sunply  by 

rail  and  road.    Trade  good  for  all  best  sorte  at  tiie  foUowing 

Quotetions : 

lorkshireRennte    J?***®S2!' 

liiuxdnshire  do 66s.  to  76s. 

Donbar  and  East  Lothian  do 76s.to80s. 

Perth,  Ibrfar,  and  Fife  do 66s.  to  76s. 

Kent  and  Essex  do 66s.  to  66s. 

Do.       do.         do.  Rocks 66s.  to  60s, 

BOROUGH  AND  SPITALFIELDS. 
LONDON,  MOKDAT,  Not.  28.— These  marketo  have  been 
but  moderately  supplied  with  potatoes.  The  trade  hu  be^ 
rather  quiet,  at  our  quotationi.  The  import  into  London  Ua 
week  was  confined  to  80  packages  from  Amsterdam,  and  8 
from  Rotterdam. 

English  Regente 608.  to   808.  per  ton. 

Scotch  Begento   66s.  to    80s.      „ 

Rocks  46s.  to   668.     „ 

OOTJNTRY  POTATO    MABJCBTS,  ^Saturday  hu*.)— 
DonoAflTBB ;  Only  a  moderate  supply  of  potatoes  on  offlsr,  and 


Bonthdown  ewes  and  wothen ... 
LeioeBter  ditto 

Bom   Clothing,  piddook  ........m.m.«.m« 

Prime...... ................•■•.••••••M 

Ohoioe  .••.......•*..••**..•*»•..•.••••••* 

Super  ..M.......^...... ...........M..M. 

0(nnliiiig,  wothor  niat  .............. 

Picklock.. ••..«. .*M..... MM. 


Hog  matching . 
Picklock 


Super 


„ ^ JII.........M.M. 

:  matnhJTig 

ditto     ..... 
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brilDpord  wool  markkt,  n*«^,'*ih5" 

tone  of  the  market  is  still  quiet ;  but  "««  "  »  ^*yj|™; 
ncM  that  betokens  no  great  ahrm  on  flic  part  of  erther  wyw 
or  sellers.  The  chances  of  peace  being  preienrsd  sw  le- 
garded  as  rether  increased  since  last  market  day,  mJ  cowh 
quently  there  is  rether  1«  <a^I~<»*^J^»rf'^ 
tain  oonsumptiTe  demand  for  foshionaUe  ■<w*V*»^i, 
though  buyers  are  reluctant  to  commit  themsetrss  beyoss  w 
needs  of  their  machinery.  Wethers  an  stiH  tt^»J0"(?5 
bring  foHy  late  prices.  The  tone  of  pnom  st  the  «ta^ 
sales,  end  the  great  firmness  sffll  shown  by  <imneft^lw» 

try  holders,  make  any  serious  riving  way  ^fTjJJ** 
possible,  and  staplers  hold  by  their  stocks  with  ecaMestt. 
Bradford  Oherver.  ^iottt 

LEEDS  (EK6U8H  hjm  PoBUOif)  ^0"f  ,*^r£t 
Friday.— There  has  been  a  diminished  ^^^^^^^Z 
wool  during  the  week,  partty  owing  to  the  P**'^*""  " 
Scotland  and  partly  to  the  untimely  and  o"*»8^"F**^ 
of  Russia  endangering  the  peace  of  Enriand  "^ o**«.^ 
not  at  present  e^s«a  in  war.  ne  «lesmScoti^^ 
a  modiate  range  of  prices,  which  no  doubt  wftiedft«B«J 
aboTC  cause.  Conriderable  loss  must  h^^^x^S^fr! 
by  the  holders  of  wool  from  Isst  chp.  Tli«  >»J£^»» 
rather  spirited  demand  for  some  sorte  at  the  XjmdoB  aw  w 
Colonisl  wool,  though  it  is  not  participated  m  towy  ™«  » 
this  district.  Prices  are  moderete,  and  are  W^JlT 
withdrawal  occasionally  by  importers,  who  seem  to  hate  com- 
deuce  that  better  prices  may  be  got  nert  year. 


THE  TAT7NT0N  PAT  STOCK  SELOW^^J^ 
show  in  connection  with  the  TannUm  A«ioBltarsl  A«««^ 
took  place  on  Not.  18.  Some  of  the  ■toSk,nota^  Uis^^ 
and  Shorthorns,  were  very  fine  spoamens  of  »«!^v£ 
W.  Earthing,  of  Stowey  Court^^ridgt^.attnef^^i. 
him  with  Ins  DcTons,  taking  no  less  than  fire  «*  Ij^ 
The  other  sneccssfiil  eihiUtore  of  Dctms  wr  ^''•^ 
Smith,  Bradford  PcTcreU  j  Mr.  T.  H.  Bwdoa.  Wsshtod^ 
Mr.  R.  I^rthing,^IWing5lon.  North  P«$^  j^ 
hems  the  nrincipal  exhibitors  was  Mr.  J.  S.  B^  ^^ 
who  carrieS  off  t!Le  cup  offered  by  Mr.  H.  Ja»a^  «^2 
a  beast  of  the  Prince  ErederidL  Wood ;  Mr.  0.  B«2Tir 
Dillington.  taking  a  nriae  with  a  ^^o^.^^^J^l^^tg  tfai 
J.  W.^a3l,  Knott  6ak  JOminster.  took  «^i»^5 

best  buU  of  any  breed.    jSonw  5»  »-2?.!?*r«SS 
tte  ddefpriwa  were  awarded  to  Mr. /.  IhmM*  C»eeft,i» 
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Mr.  &.  ^arthiiuf,  f^ningdon.  Souib  of  the  iheep  wen  nn- 
MUilly  g<>od,  the  prindpal  pme-taken  beiiig  Mesin.  Bond 
and  H.  and  H.  Farthing,  Tigt  were  abo  vdl  zepreaented: 
Mr.  TSkjlat,  Pool  Eum,  Taunton,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Hewett 
canying  off  the  leadins  prizes.  The  judges  were— Messrs.  J. 
l^cke,  Merthen,  Penrh/n  ;  Mr.  J.  Wippell,  Barton 
Alphinjzton,  Exeter ;  and  Mr.  T,  Bond,  Perry  Elm»  Welling- 
ton. The  annual  dinner  took  place  in  tiie  afternoon.  Lord 
Biidport  being  elected  president  lor  the  ensning  year. 

IMPORTANT  TO  CATTLE  AnGTION£EBS.^A  ease 
involring  an  interesting  and  important  point  was  decided 
Igr  the  Sheriff  at  Nairn.  An  actiou  was  raised  by 
Hamilton  and  Sons,  cattle  auctioneers,  InTcmess,  against  Mr. 
J.  Simpson,  for  £7  17s.  (ML,  being  the  price  of  a  cow  sold  and 
delirered  by  the  complainers  to  dtfender  in  May  last.  Defender 
STerred  that  the  cow  was  sold  when  diseased  and  in  an  unsound 
state,  and  aooordingly  refiised  payment  of  the  price.  The  de- 
fender's agent,  at  the  llrst  hearing,  raised  the  preliminary  ob- 
jection that  the  pursuers  had  no  title  to  sue;  that  the  cow 
was  not  their  property,  but  belonged  to  the  man  who  put  it 
into  the  pursuers'  sale,  and  that  he  was  the  only  party  entitled 
to  prosecute.  The  pursuers*  agent  replied  as  salesmen  they 
were  bound  for  the  price  of  aU  bestial  sold  at  their  mart ; 
that  they  bad  already  paid  the  owner  the  price  of  the  cow ; 
and  that  they  had  no  one  to  look  to  for  the  price  but  the  de- 
fender. The  Sheriff;  after  hearing  proof;  held  the  olgectton  as 
good,  dismissed  the  case  with  10s.  expenses  to  the  defender, 
and  stated  in  his  opinion  the  proof  showed  that  the  pursuers 
were  not  the  owners  ot  the  cow,  and  had  therefore  no  title  to 
sue,  thnt  it  should  have  been  the  real  owner  who  should  have 
prosecuted. 

SHOETHOEN  SALES  AND  LETTINGS. 

BY  PBiVATE  CX)NTBACT. 
W.  Aahbumer's  Jessie  Catherine  sold  to  J.  Crowdson,  and 


Baron  Blanche  to  J.  Patterson.  Cant.  Aveling's  Moieen, 
Cashmere,  Honeysuckle's  red  bx.,  and  Dora's  red  cc,  sold  to 
Capt.  Barker ;  lonngOxford  to  Capt. Catling.  C. Bametf s 
Blanche  6th  sdd  to  w.  Ashbumer ;  Phiyne,  Peplnm,  and 
Pride  to  T.  H.  Colman;  and  Alboni  to  J.  Beattif^  T.  C. 
Booth's  King  Bichard  (26623)  let  to  W.  Boltcm.  J.  B« 
Booth's  Banner  Bearer  sold  to  Sir  W.  S.  Maxwell,  Bart. 
Lord  BraYbrooke's  Herdon  Duke  sold  to  Lord  PcTcrsham. 
J.  Brown's  Ursula  10th,  Duchess  of  Rutland,  Guelder  Bose 
2nd,  Florentia  2Srd,  Guelder  Rose  6th,  Unula  SSrd,  and  Earl 
of  CoUiuKham,  sold  to  J.  P.  Clark ;  Fairy  Queen,  Ursula  82nd, 
BeautiM  Star,  Marquis  of  Thomdale,  and  Earl  of  Thomdala 
to  J.  Turner ;  and  Second  Earl  of  CoUingham  to  Mr.  Thomp- 
son. Duke  of  Bnodeuch's  Passion  Flowei's  roan  b.o.  sold  to 
R.  Bruce.  T.  Ooudsdale's  Nanc^  7th  and  Jessie  Caroline 
sold  to  W.  Ashbumer.  Duke  of  Deronshire's  Dunrobin  sold 
to  W.  H.  Wakefield.  G.  Drewrj^s  roan  b.c.,  hy  Eighteenth 
Duke  of  Oxford  (26995).  out  of  Elvira  6th,  sold  to  T.  Gibbons. 
J.  W.  Larking's  Duke  of  Kirklevington  let  to  R.  P.  Davies. 
F.  Leney's  Grand  Dnke  of  Geneva  sold  to  Sir  C.  M.  Lamp- 
son,  Bart.,  and  J.  W.  Larking.  D.  McLitosh's  Grand  Duke 
of  Havering  sold  to  T.  Brassey.  A.  Metcalfe's  Grace  sold  to 
D.  Webster,  and  Lady  Cradock  to  W.  Longstaff.  T.  Morris's 
Airdrie'sDukesoldto  J.y.  Homyoldand  R.  Guilding.  T. 
£.  Pawletf  s  Rose  of  Hope's  b.c.  sold  to  J .  C.  Toppin.  Lady 
Pigof  s  Lord  of  Branches  and  La  Belle  Helene  sold,  and  Sidus 
let,to  W.  L  N.  Angerstein,  and  Victorious  let  to  Capt.  Bar- 
day.  J.  Richardson's  Wild  Eyes  27th  sold  to  W.  Ashbumer. 
T.  Stamper's  Cornelian  and  her  heifer  calf  sold  to  T.  Brown, 
and  Charm  and  her  twin  heifer  calf  to  J.  R.  Singleton.  J. 
Thorn's  Amelia  d'Eden,  Maggie  d'Eden,  and  Elsie  d'Eden  sold 
to  T.  Atherton.  W.  Terr's  Warranter  sold  to  H.  F.  Smith, 
and  Bracelet  to  £.  W.  Meade  Waldo.  Col.  Towndqr's  Royal 
Butterfly  24th  sold  to  M.  Whittington,  and  l^wneley  Oxford 
to  Messrs.  Hosken  and  Son.  T.  Willis'  Sea  Gull  and  Venus 
sold  to  M.  Ford.  Earl  of  Zetland's  Musician  sold  to  M. 
YtomMn.-^TkomtoH**  Cireitiar, 


REVIEW    OF    THE    CORN    TRADE 

DURING  THE  PAST  MONTH. 


The  four  weeks'  bntineif  which  includes  the  last 
Monday  in  October,  and  eidades  the  28th  November— is 
the  subject  of  the  present  review.  The  long-delayed 
nins  had  fidlen  plenteonsly,  and  with  them  came  a  mild 
growing  temperature  which  some  hoped  might  last  to 
help  them  through  the  winter  with  their  stock ;  but  all 
this  presently  gave  way  to  snow  and  tolenbly  sharp  and 
frequent  froets,  which  soon  cut  off  soch  hopes;  and 
though  with  a  return  of  rain  it  has  once  more  beoome 
milder,  it  it  not  likely,  at  so  late  a  period,  that  vegetation 
will  again  effectively  revive.  A  fair  amount  of  wheat,  we 
hear,  has  been  sown,  and  the  early  plants  generally  look 
well — and,  maybe,  the  better  for  a  timely  check;  bnt 
those  who  were  late  in  sowing  will  have  more  difficulties 
to  contend  with.  What  has  been  done  was  mostly  well 
done^  and  there  we  leave  it»  with  the  best  hopes  of  a 
good  gathering,  and  a  remunerative  price.  It  is  a  pity 
that  the  prosperity  of  British  agricnltorists  should  be  so 
often  identified  with  the  existence  of  war,  bnt  this  has 
been  the  ease  for  some  time  past.  This  mighty  evil  has, 
indeed,  been  raging  for  some  time  dose  in  our  vicinity, 
and  British  sympathies  have  done  much  for  the  wounded 
of  both  nations,  little  dreaming  that  the  curse  might 
oome  upon  themselves.  Bat  a  doud  in  the  East,  or 
rather  the  Black  Sea,  veiy  portentous  to  England  and  to 
£nrope,  has  suddenly  risen,  which,  if  not  dissipated  by 
peaeeftil  diplomacy,  may  soattar  min  as  widdy  as  it  is 
now  seen  in  ftanee.  Till  B«ada  avowed  her  intention  to 
evade  the  treaty  of  1666,  the  wheat  tnde^  after  sonifl 


fluetnations,  seemed  sinking  into  calm,  i^m  the  over- 
burdened state  of  the  London  granaries ;  bnt  a  change 
then  came  over  the  trade  establishing  an  advance  of  Ee. 
to  8s. ;  and  all  depends  on  subsequent  events  whether  this 
rise  is  to  reach  a  higher  importance,  or  whether  we  are  to 
be  left  only  to  the  dfects  of  the  waste  already  wrought  in 
France.  Against  any  materid  decline  it  is  to  be  noted  our 
English  supplies  have  lessened  in  liondon,  and  the  weekly 
sdes  have,  in  the  course  of  the  month,  also  fallen  off 
15,000  qrs.,  while  our  averages  for  the  last  five  years  have 
been  5s.  above  those  at  present  noted ;  and,  be  it  remem- 
bered, in  the  last  Bosaian  war  we  rose  to  80s.  lOd.  Such 
rates,  if  war  ibodd  come,  we  hope  will  not  be  reached,  for 
they  would  oppress  the  poor  j  bnt  farmers  with  bad  crops 
of  spring-corn  certainly  want  better  than  present  prices 
for  wheat.  Even  with  our  recent  advance,  we  aro  yet 
behind  other  countries.  Low-quality  wheat  at  Danxig 
has  brought  60s.,  c.  f.  i.,  for  Bdgium.  Hambro'  is  also 
higher.  At  New  York  tiiey  have  advanced  6s.  per  qr. 
The  scanty  information  now  recdved  in  consequence  of  the 
war  yet  leaves  these  as  the  most  recent  prices  at  the 
several  places  named:  Bed  wheat  at  Hambro'  54s.  to 
57s.,  f.  o.  b. ;  at  Copenhagen,  55s.  to  56s.,  c.  f.  i. ;  at 
Antwerp,  50s.  to  6Ss.,  f.  o.  b. ;  at  Rotterdam,  white  new 
Zealand  61s.  to  68s.,  f.  o.b.,  fine  foreign  red  bdng  worth 
8s.  to  4s.  more.  Saxonska  wheat  at  Felersbnrg  46s.  6d., 
f.  0.  b.  The  best  high-mixed  at  Dandc  67s.,  cost,  freight^ 
and  insorano^  in(£ideds  inferior  wheat  at  Alexandria 
48a.  91,  to. b.    Ohirka  wheat  hat  been  sdUng  off  th 
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eout  from  468.  to  6O1. ;  at  San  Francisco  898.  per  600 
lbs.,  f.  o.  b. ;  and  tlie  last  telegram  from  New  York  quotes 
408.  6d.,  e.  f.  i.,  for  old  No.  2  Milwaukee,  per  4801bs. 

We  open  the  present  month  with  Monday,  the  81st 
Oct.  The  London  market  then  receired  moderate  supplies 
of  English  wheat,  and  good  arrivals  of  foreign.  The 
weather  for  the  premus  week  having  been  rtrj  rainy 
the  oondiUon  of  tne  Essex  and  Kentish  wheat,  then  only 
showing  moderately,  was  venr  much  deteriorated,  and 
town  millers  were  averse  to  buy  even  at  relatively  less 
values,  and  the  few  fine  dry  lots  on  offer  scarcely  main- 
tained their  former  value.  There  was,  however,  a  good 
demand  for  American  and  Russian  sorts  for  the  purpose  of 
mixing,  at  the  full  prices  of  the  previous  Monday.  Float- 
ing cargoes  were  unaltered.  The  condition  of  the  samples 
exhibited  at  the  several  country  markets  this  week  also 
continuing  very  bad,  universal  dulness  wu  the  rule. 
Some,  to  mske  way  in  sales,  accepted  a  reduction  of 
Is.  per  qr.  Among  these  were  Brigg,  Gainsborough, 
Olouoester,  Leeds,  Louth,  Lynn,  and  Stockton;  while 
several  quoted  a  decline  of  Is.  to  2s.  per  qr.,  as  Bir- 
mingham, Bristol,  Market  Rasen,  and  Melton  Mowbray. 
Liverpool  was  4d.  per  cental  cheaper  on  Tuesday,  and  Id. 
more  on  Fridav.  Glasgow  reported  a  decline  of  6d.  per 
boll ;  but  Leith  was  firm.  The  scarcity  of  native  wheat 
at  Dublin  gave  a  firmness  to  Irish  samples,  bat  foreign 
was  dull.  The  prices  quoted  at  Cork  were  8s.  6d.  to 
lis.  7d.  per  cwt. 

On  Monday,  the  7th  Nov.,  the  English  supply  was 
lessened,  and  tiie  foreign  further  increased.  Though  but 
a  moderate  show  of  fresh  samples  was  exhibited  on  the 
Essex  and  Kentish  stands,  and  the  condition  was  some- 
what improved,  the  best  samples  scarcely  maintained 
their  value,  while  inferior  were  decidedly  Is.  per  qr. 
lower.  The  foreign  trade  was  much  reduced  by  the  un* 
welcome  hci  that  the  proposed  armistice  between  Prussia 
and  France  was  rejected,  and  prices  were  barely  sup- 
ported. The  values  of  floatinff  cargoes  was,  however, 
maintained.  The  country  trsde  tnis  week  was  again  heavy 
and  generally  weaker,  though  with  a  large  demand  for 
Belgium  on  the  East  Coast.  Some  farmers  would  make 
no  reduction,  preferring  to  withdraw  their  samples ;  yet 
Bristol,  Gloucester,  Gunsboroogh,  Ipswich,  Newcastle, 
and  some  others,  were  Is.  down ;  and  Market  Rasen,  with 
a  few  more  pkices,  noted  a  decline  of  Is.  to  2s.  Liverpool, 
though  dull  on  Tuesday,  became  firm  on  Friday.  The 
trade  at  Glasgow  was  limited,  at  unaltered  rates ;  but 
Edinburgh  was  rather  in  favour  of  buyers.  Dublin  was 
again  firm  for  home  and  fbreign  produce. 

On  the  third  Monday  there  were  but  small  supplies  of 
English  Wheat,  and  the  foreign  arrivals  were  much  re- 
duced. The  show  of  fresh  samples  from  the  near  coun- 
ties during  the  morning  was  limited,  and  the  condition 
much  improved ;  nevertheless,  business  was  very  limited, 
though  rates  were  without  change.  In  foreign,  also, 
there  was  but  little  doing;  but  holders  were  very 
careless  about  selling.  With  small  arrivals  off  the 
coast,  valoes  were  much  as  previously  noted.  Ru- 
mours unfavourable  to  the  designs  of  Russia  had  on 
Monday  been  circulating  on  the  London  market,  but 
nothing  then  took  a  decided  form.  As  the  week  pro- 
gressed, however,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  Northern 
Power  designed  partially  to  violate  the  Treaty  of  Paris, 
signed  in  1858,  neutralizing  the  Bkck  Sea,  against  which 
our  Foreign  Secretary  having  protested,  rumours  of  war 
became  widely  spread,  and  the  latest  markets  noted  a  rise 
of  2s.  to  8s.  per  qr.  on  the  previous  week's  quotations : 
this  was  the  case  at  Birmingham,  Bristol,  Wakefield, 
these  rates  being  confirmed  on  the  London  market  of 
Friday.  Liverpool  also  advanced  2d.  per  cental  on  Tues- 
day, v^  '  ^n  Friday,  making  ansa  of  8d.  for 


the  week,  equal  to  8s.  4d.  per  qr. ;  and  aevenl  of  Satur- 
day's markets  were  up  3s.  to  4s.  per  qr.  Glaagow'B  Wed- 
nnday's  market  was  only  up  to  6d.  per  hoQ ;  bat  Doblin 
on  Friday  noted  a  rise  la.  per  barrel  on  Lriah  aamplea, 
and  Is.  to  2s.  per  barrel  on  fine  forei^. 

On  the  fourth  Monday  the  supplies  of  home-growtib. 
were  small,  and  there  was  only  one  cargo  of  foreign  from 
Petersburg.  The  number  of  samples  fr«sh  from  Eosex 
and  Kent  was  limited,  and  the  condition  not  ao  good  as 
in  the  previous  week.  Yet  the  rumours  of  a  poeHbk 
breach  with  Russia  kept  up  the  values  of  Friday,  which 
were  2s.  to  8s.  higher  than  on  the  previous  Monday, 
though  there  was  less  actirity  in  the  demand.  The  foreign 
trade  was  improved  to  an  equal  extent,  but  as  buyers  had 
pretty  well  stocked  themselves  on  the  previona  market, 
and  there  were  yet  some  hopes  of  peace,  the  boaioeaa 
transacted  was  smsU.  Floating  eargoea  were  quite  as 
much  dearer. 

The  arrivsls  for  four  weeks  into  the  port  of  London 
have  been  23,701  qrs.  English  wheat  and  68,474  qrs.  fb- 
reign, against  22,048  qrs.  English  and  144,094  qn. 
foreign  for  the  same  time  last  year.  The  imports  into 
the  kingdom  for  four  weeks  ending  12th  of  Nov.  were 
2,794,172  cwt.  wheat  and  857.308  cwt.  flonr,  against 
4,686,279  cwt.  wheat  and  626,143  cwt.  flour  for  the  same 
period  in  1869.  The  general  averages  eommeneed  at 
47s.  3d.,  and  closed  at  50s.  5d. ;  those  of  London  be- 
ginning at  51s.  9d.,  and  ending  at  529. 7d.  The  exports 
from  Iiondon  in  four  weeks,  were  11,381  qrs.  wheat  and 
155  cwt.  flour. 

The  flour  trade,  well  supplied  through  the  month,  both 
in  country  and  foreign  qualities,  for  the  most  part  ruled 
dull  till  the  fourth  Mondiy,  when  Norfolks  rose  Is.  to 
2s.,  and  barrels  fully  Is.  dearer,  being  worth  27s.,  while 
telegrams  from  New  York  on  that  day  quoted  26a.  6d. 
c.  f.  and  i.,  and  no  doubt  since  the  increase  of  wariike 
rumours  there  will  be  a  further  rise.  As  to  Paris,  all  «e 
learn  is,  that  the  stock  there  will  hold  out  for  several 
months,  some  say  till  April,  and  that  prices  are  forcibly 
kept  down  by  the  Provisional  Government.  The  impOTti 
into  London  for  four  weeks  were  85,824  sacka  Eagliih 
and  6,894  sacks  34,136  barrels  foreign,  againat  94,008 
sacks  English  and  11,161  sacks  25,416  ^barrels  foreign  at 
the  same  time  last  year. 

The  arrival  of  maiie  having  been  moderate,  and  the 
demand  steady,  prices  have  advance  2s.  during  the 
four  weeks,  the  advance  having  oocured  on  the  first 
and  last  Mondays  at  the  rate  of  Is.  each  market. 
As  the  supplies  of  oats  are  now  likely  to  bll  off  from 
the  closing  of  the  Baltic,  and  fodder  in  the  country  ia  Tery 
scarce,  we  expect  this  grain  will  he  dearer  throngh  th« 
winter.  The  imports  in  fonr  weeks  were  21,536  qrs^ 
against  48,596  qrs.  for  the  same  period  in  1869.  Though 
the  United  States  have  a  larige  crop  this  year  none  of  "it 
can  be  available  before  the  openrag  of  the  canals  next 
May,  and  quotations  now  c.  f.  and  i.  are  86s.  6d.  per  qr., 
while  here  it  is  barely  worth  82s.  in  granaiy. 

Though  the  barley  siqiply  of  home-growth  has  not 
materiaUy  exceeded  that  of  last  mouth,  the  malting  tndo 
has  been  exceedingly  heavy,  and  none  but  the  be^  aam* 
pies  bring  foU  prices.  As  we  descend,  however,  in  qos- 
tity,  and  come  into  competition  with  maiie  and  oata,  the 
vslue  relatively  increases,  and  grinding  sorts  readily  hare 
brought  27s.  to  28s.  per  qr.,  and  a  laige  busincaa  hss 
been  done  in  floating  cargoes.  The  imports  into  Loa- 
don  for  fonr  wed^s  were  19,860  qrs.  British  and  27,209 
qrs  foreign,  against  14,366  qrs.  British  and  26,633  qn. 
foreign  for  the  same  time  in  1869. 

The  malt  trade  has  ruled  dull  for  the  month,  and  prices  ^ 
have  receded  fuUr  Is.,  there  being  yet  a  large  aloek  of  | 
old  on  hand,  and  brewen  pretty  fon. 
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Though  tlie  tappliM  of  EogUih  oaU  bavelMeii  imaD,  ind 
hoM  firom  Scwthnd  and  Irdand  trifling,  vet  foreign  arrivilt 
Ave  been  free.  On  the  ^t  mirket  there  wu  a  deeline 
t  Od.«  And  in  the  last  a  iriae  of  la.,  leaying  the  gain  in 
»rieea  nboat  6d.  to  la.  for  the  month ;  and  aa  mnch  more 
annot  now  be  expected  firom  the  Baltic,  rates  may  jet 
mprove,  and  the  more  so  if  any  war  should  break  ont 
rith  Riuaia ;  881ba.  Rossians  are  worth  fully  21s.  6d. 
ler  qr. ;  401ba.,  28s.,  and  others  proportiouatdy.  There 
s,  however,  a  heavy  stock  in  the  London  granaries.  The 
mportn  for  foor  weeks  were  2,698  qrs.  Eaglish,  18  qrs. 
^tch,  1,300  qrs.  Irish,  and  269,668  qrs.  foreign,  against 
t.546  qrs.  English,  860  qrs.  Irish,  and  206,167  qrs. 
[breign  Uat  jear. 

The  trade  in  beans  has  beea  slow,  with  little  chaoge  of 
ralue,  excepting  on  the  last  Monday,  when  they  rose  fully 
Is.  per  qr.  With  a  poor  English  eron,  and  but  scant  ex- 
pectations from  Egypt,  we  seem  likely  to  be  yet  dearer, 
[mporta  into  London  for  four  week  were  8,066  qrs. 
Eogliah  and  5,744  qrs.  foreign,  against  8,900  qrs.  English 
sad  8,888  ars.  foreign  in  1869. 

The  marVet  for  peas,  with  much  smaller  supplies,  has 
only  improTcd  Utefy  to  the  same  extent  aa  beans,  ?is.. 
Is.  per  qr. ;  but  if  the  navy  should  contract  krgely  for 
boilera,  thm  must  be  a  good  rise.  They  are  now  worth 
S8s.  to  408.,  while  duos  are  worth  88s.  to  89s.,  and 
maples  46a.^  The  imports  for  four  weeks  into  London 
were  1,698  *qrs.  English  and  1,458  qrs.  foreign,  against 
8,407  qra.  English,  and  7,622  qrs.  foreign  last  year. 

The  laat  Kanday  having  brought  a  large  arrival  of 
linseed  from  India,  prices  nve  way  Is.  per  qr.,  but  no 
further  deeline  was  expected,  and  cakes  were  firm.  The 
month's  imports  were  72,291  qrs.,  againat  24,274  qrs. 
qrs.  in  1869. 

Though  not  much  has  been  passing  in  cloverseed,  or 
other  agrieultaral  seeds,  the  tendency  of  prices  has  been 
gradoalij  upwards.  America  may,  however,  yet  send 
quantity  of  red  cloverseed. 


COMPARATIVE    AVERAGES 


WHEAT. 
Tears.  Qrs.  s.  d. 
18M...  60,817| ...  67  6 
IM7^  6S.991I ...  08  11 

iMa^.e6,0i3t...6i  e 

iseo...  67.SO0   ...40    8 
1870...  79,66J    ...  49  10 


BASLET. 
Qrs.        s.    d. 

78,S6ll ...  41  6 

74^8871 ...  47  8 

7i,Stl| ...  88  8 

85,000| ...  86  8 


OATS. 
Qrs.  a.  d. 
6,040|...St  9 
8.404  ...  86  8 
4,846  ...88  4 
4.0771  ...88  6 
4,648t...i8  11 


AVEBAGES 

Foa  tna  yas*  8xz 

Wheat. 

TT 

OaU. 

Wbbxs  I 

a.    d. 

s.    d. 

Oct.     16,  1870.M.....t......... 

47     0 

86     7 

88      6 

Oct.     18,  1870.................. 

47  8 

48  6 

86     6 
86     9 

88     8 

Oct.     89,1870. 

88     4 

Nov.      6,  1870.................. 

49     9 

86      8 

88     7 

Nov.    18,1870.................. 

60     6 

86    11 

88     8 

Nov.    19,  1870.................. 

49    10 

86      8 

as  11 

Affgiegate  Of  the  above  ... 
TCe  same  week  In  1869 

6B      9 

86      8 

88    10 

46      8 

88     8 

as    6 

FLUCTUATIONS  in  the  AVKAAQE  P&ICE  of  WIUBA'I . 


^Mca. 
fios.  6d7 
48s.l0d. 
48t.  9d. 
«•.  6d. 
^s.  8d. 
47s.  Od. 


Oot.U. 

Oct.  81.  Oct.  28. 

Nov.  6. 

Nov.  U.  KOT.  1». 

.M 
... 
••• 

... 

... 
...  p 

... 

... 

*.« 
... 
... 

... 

-JLr 

... 

... 
... 
..I 

COSBIMT  FBI0S8  OF  BBITIBH  OaAIN  AND  FLOUB 

IN  XABKLANl. 

^^^^  ShlUliiCi  p«r  QnsKtwr 

WHIAT,  new,  Bssez  and  Kent,  white 66  io67 

,.         21        '^ M  n 

Noriblkg  LInolnah.,  and  zorkaku,  red 61  68 

BABLIX  ................81  to  84......0hevslier 86  48 

GglTMHng............80      81...... Distilling ..............  86  88 

MALT,  aaaex»  Norfolk,  and  Bnfidk 60  67 

gngiton,.Ware,and  town-made........ 60  67 

jrowp ........... .......................................... .........  SV  64 

OATlC'i^Nfu^'fMd' »*£^  86  88 

Booteii.feed 00     00 — ..........Potato...........  00  00 

Irish,  feed,  white  81      S8...............Fiiie. 84  88 

Ditto.  Uaok  .......80      81...............Fotsto...........  89  81 

BBANB,]Caaacsa  ...88      41..... .....Ticks............  88  41 

HsROW  .... — ....41      46...... ..Pigeon  .........  46  60 

PKABjvhite,boilen.86      40liaplo  41  to  AQrey.new  86  88 

FLOUR,  per  aaok  of  a801bs.,  best  town  households...  46  47 

Best  oonntiT  households ....»...........m  88  40 

NodUk  and  BaAdk ......................  86  87 


FOBUGN  GRAIN. 
_  ShQUnsi  par  QuMtcr. 

VfHSAT,  Dantsio,  mixed  ......66  to  67... .....extra. 69to68 

KAnlgabeig  .....................64      66.........extia.....  67  68 

Bostock 64      66.........flne  ......  67  68 

BUesian,  red. 61      64.........white....  68  67 

Pomera.,  Meokberg..  and  Uokermrk.  ...red.. 64  66 

Raisiaa,hsrd,48  to  44...Bt.  Petersbnrg  and  Riga  46  49 

Daaiah  sad  Holatoin,  red  60   68.. American  48  68 

Ohilian,  white  60...  Oalilbnilaa  60  ...  Anstrsliaa  60  68 

BABLBT,  grinding  87  to  80....distilling  and  malting  84  86 

OATB,  Dotoh,  brewing  and  Polaads  88  to  84. fted  81  88 

Danish  and  BwedSh,  fiMd  88  to  86....  Btralsond...  88  86 

OSDada80to81,Riga81toa8,Aroh.81to88,P'sbg.  88  87 

TARBB,  Bprtaig,  per  ...........  small  00   00......1arge  00  00 

BBANB.  IHedaad  aad  KtrlittilTi 44  46 

KOmgiiberg 40  to  48...Bg7ptian .........  88  40 

PKAB,  foedlng  and  maple...84     86...flne  boOerB .......  88  89 

INDIAN  OOSN.  white — JO      83...veUow 80  88 

FLOUR,  per  sack,  Franeh..41     4A...Bpaaiah,  p.  saok  00  00 

Amenoaa,per  brl 88     a6...extra  andd'ble.  86  87 

IMFEBIAL    AVEBAGES. 

For  the  week  ended  Nov.  19, 1870. 

Wheat  .........................M     78.668   qrs.      40b.  lOd. 

BafieSTM.M. .««... ....M...M..M      86.699*    „  86b.    8q. 

Oats 4,64:){    „        aSs.  lid. 


LONDON   AVEBAGES. 


Bsrlsgr. 
Oatiu... 


........    8184  qrs. 

1881    „ 


64s.  8d. 
87s.  6d. 
00s.    Od. 


BRITIBH  8BBDB. 
ICiTBtoD,  perbnBh.,brown  18s.  to  ISs.,  white     9s.  tolOs. 

OAaABT,perqr OSs.    66s. 

0]iovaB8Ba9,new  red 68b.   76s. 

OoBiAjroas,  per  owt 81s.    88s. 

Tammb,  winter,  new,  per  bushel as.    8b.  6d. 

Taavou,  new 81s.    SSs. 

Rybobass,  per  qr 88s.   80b. 

LiTBisp,jpegqr.,  sowing  6as.to70s.,  emshlng   67s.   61s. 

Lnrsisp  Oaxbs,  per  ton 4110b.  to  iBia  6s. 

RAvnsaan,  per  qr 7Qb.    788. 

lUva  OAxa,perton... Mi  16s.  Od.  to  46  lOs.  Od. 

FORBION  BBSD8. 

Ooxuvaas,  per  owt 8U.to88s. 

04BBAWAT      „       new • 81s.   88s. 

Olovibsbxb,  red  61s.  to64s white    68s.    76b. 

Hnarssnn,  small  48s.  to  48s.  per  qr....Dntoh   46s.   47a. 

Tasvou... 81s.   8a«. 

RnoBASS,  per  qr  88s.    80b. 

Lurssw,perqr.,Baltio66a.  to6Qs...Bombaj   6Qs.   61s. 

LniBasB  Oajcsb,  per  ton 411  0B.to418  6s. 

Rkn  OAxa.portcn 46  16s.  Od.  to 46  10s.  Od. 

RAjasBsn,  Datoh 66s.   708. 
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DEATH    OF   MB.    Q.   P.    TUXFOBD. 


We  regret  to  hare  to  record  the  dettii  of  Hr.  G. 
P.  Taxford,  of  the  Stnad,  e  featLnaa  well  known 
in  the  igrienltor^  world  as  one  of  the  chief  pro- 
prietora  of  the  Mark  Lmu  Exprtu  and  the  iSir- 
M^f*  Magagine,  Mr.  Tnzford  was  also  one  of 
the  originators  of  the  Pannen'  Insoianee  Office, 
of  which  he  had  heen  for  many  years  a  director; 
one  of  the  early  members  of  the  Fanners'  Gnb, 
and  a  life  governor  of  the  Boyal  Agrienltoral 
Society  of  Engknd.  He  waa  a  man  of  mneh 
ability,  soond  judgment,  and  great  integrity,  and 
was  consequently  frequently  called  upon  to  act  as 
arbitrator  in  disputed  matters  of  businees.  He 
died  on  Monday,  October  24,  in  the  sixty-first 
year  of  his  nger-'TAe  Shfstrated  London  Natoi, 
October  29. 

Neither  his  long  residence  in  London  nor  the 
busy  occupations  of  an  eminently  successful  career 
obliterated  his  attachment  to  his  natiYc  town 
(Boston)  or  rendered  him  indifiRBrent  to  its  pros- 
perity. To  the  last  he  tooh  a  lively  interest  in  its 
welfare,  and  his  purse  wu  frequently  opened  in 
support  of  worthy  objects*— !?%#  Stanford  Mer- 
cury,  October  28. 

We  feel  inclined  to  let  such  testimony  as  this, 
and  as  borrowed  from  others,  speak  for  itself. 
Into  the  sacred  privacy  of  home  we  dare  not  in- 
trude, nor  more  than  glance  here  at  George  Tux* 
ford's  worth  as  a  son,  a  husband,  a  father,  or  a 
brother,  in  which  relations  he  was,  so  for  as  human 
nature  can  be,  almost  without  reproach.  In  his 
more  public  life,  as  already  intimated,  he  was  ever 
careful,  even  jealously  so,  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties — a  steady  friend,  a  considerate  employer, 
with  a  &ney  to  see  old  fJMes  about  him,  but  still 


ready  to  give  the  biynner  aa  cneuumgiag  word 
and  a  hdping  hand.  **  WiAonI  yonr  kind  advice 
and  solid  aid,"  as  the  late  Mr.  H.  H.  Dixon  (The 
Druid)  wrote  on  the  dedication  of  his  last  work, 
'' I  shoold  never  have  freed  all  the  weariness  and 
anxiety  of  an  author's  lifiB^**  and  there  are  otben 
who  could  spesk  still  more  strongly  to  such  aid 
and  advice.  As  identified  more  espeeislly  with 
the  proprietorship  of  this  Jonmal  we  may  quote 
again  from  a  contemporary,  1%§  Gardntrif 
Ckroniele,  which  in  an  agricultural  leader  of  a  few 
months  since  said,  '*  Everybody  knows  the  petftot 
independence  and  straightforwardnesB  of  1%#  Mark 
Lan$  Expreu,  We  say  so  with  the  most  cordial 
admiration  of  it,"  and  we  venture  to  borrow  these 
words  aa  an  act  of  jnstiee  to  the  dead.  It  was 
Mr.  Tnxford's  great  pride  that  such  a  character 
for  the  Paper  should  be  maintained  without  fear 
or  fovour,  as,  it  is  hoped,  it  stiU  may  be.  He 
died  at  his  house  at  Barnes  alter  a  sodden  attack 
of  only  two  days'  duration,  although  he  had  never 
tboroughly  recovered  from  a  fUl  which  he  met 
with  about  twelve  months  since. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  we  have  prefened,  in 
some  degree  at  leas^  to  let  others  speak  to  the 
worth  of  our  departed  friend  rather  than  to  suffer 
our  own  sympathies  to  cobur  the  sketch.  Phm 
an  intimate  knowledge  of  him  for  six-and-tweaty 
years  we  could  more  than  confirm  all  they  beve 
said,  as  we  can  only  the  more  keenly  lament  his 

The  funeral  took  place  at  Kirkby-on-the-Bain, 
near  Homeastle,  in  Lincolnshire,  where  the  late 
Mr.  Tuxford's  fother  and  mother  are  buried,-" 
2^  Mark  Lane  JBxprei9tOf:^Q\ifx^l. 
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